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%ime than in o comparable situntion in eivﬂ.ian life. Howavaer,
facing the vrospacts of battle is an oxpsrienco basicnlly so
abnormal in human living and vroductivs of such overvhelming
ronctionn that the soldier who finds himself in that situation

ia en'l;itleﬂ to overy consideration the Church is able to glva
nim. A4s he Draparas to @ into bettle, the soldier does not

only face the yoasibility of his ow;: death, but he also fac_ea

the ange:d'.sh‘ing voseibility of being the means of death to another
hunan beingz,. o a soldl:nr vho is & dewout '}hristim; and, theoree
fors, hes the spiritual aculty vhich goos witk trus piety thie is
= nonstrous vosalbility, 1ndeed. Only 1'; he \mderutmds wall
the basie Loru:nnc-obndionee relntlonshi'p uhlch erases his
wersonal racmonaihﬂif.}' 1n what he is doing 25 a menber of a
national, lmmsrsonal for'co eé.n he be effsctivo aurl. fdo his full
duty. If hae has the presence of his vaator, in whose 'bhoolo_giml
acunsn on this scors he reposes o e:reat ties-_l of tr;mt, to ra=
assure hin a.‘l'. the mnmnnt vhen he faces the gra-\u aﬂventure of
battle, he will certainly hp.ve n confidence he wou‘ld not ne=
cossarily otherwvise nossess, 'To hm_re .thn »rivilege of k-nael-ip.g
in prayer w!tlh his ‘chaplain .a. fev momente befora he faces the ‘
eneny is a means ‘of supvorting him in the h_s.mrﬂons hours ahead

9
which only the battln experionoaz! can fully appraciate. : Should

9 = Reference here is to the hablt of “bﬂeﬂng mtrols." As & chap=
J.ain \d.th ‘an Infa.ntry nattalion. I was nsunllv awara o!‘ ivmand=



the longed for ovrortunity be offared hinm to recoive the bHleasing

w

of ¥oly Cammarion nt the hands of his oun mastor on the 4514 of

hafble, he will uenally »= so commletsly cnlme? and eo woll ee

quinoed to face his Yor? with cleon hands en? hie onemy without

i1l will, that hie eourasa ia heightaned and his wsafulness ag =

10

soldier areastly incransed, .

Tt ie simificant that the Arny iteelf Dlaces » grant denl o?

emthesic unon the vresenca of a chavlain with troons during

= 3L

the time 61‘ actual angn.gema;xt with the nmm:r,— becausa of the

Sremendous morale offect his ministration and his mere oresence

have

uvon the figating soldisr. This morale afect is mroduced,

not beesuse the chamlain is looked uvon ns a sort of fatisn, butk

beeaues he ronrosonts something atarpally basie, It has haen

demonstrated unon numarons accasions that this wae antirely true

in the esse of Tubthersn soldiers who had n Iutheran chanlain in

tattle with them. Tuthersn chanlalne have valiantly resnondsd

to this Tact by zoing all=out in their ei‘forﬁs. not only to maine

10 -

ing vatrol action. I would-be reandy with a short vwraysr ehich I
woul? eay while the men ztood around me in uncovere? cilenca.
"hen battlo was imminent or -in. nwrocess, crawling from mosition to
vorition for the come Turnoce wae routine, Usmressione from sol=
diers and from thedr narents in deer ampraeiation of this ac=
tivity form = resnocted vart of my Tiles,

Tor on Unsyroathetic srmradenl of theea claime, of. ™o, 494-495

~Dixon Weclar: fivhen Johnny CGomas Marching Fome,?

11 -

A memorandum to all utnit commanders of the 75th Infaniry Nivi=
gion from the Commanding General dated 6 Ootobor 1943 ia a
practicnl Ademonatration of the Army attitude,
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tein their usual ministry, ‘but to oxtend it to such Asgree ss -
to exhauet thenselves in their afforts to be of the utmost

value to the men thoy served.

The Church must racognize the need of ths moldisr 'l!.l t!.na. of
battle, '" Since an Army muoct alvays think in terns of ni'entu.a'J.
confliet, the Church Adoes well to anticipate the mossibilities aﬁd
think in advance of nroviding for the needs of its members who will
eventunlly, ne profesaionsl soldlers or ans draftees in 2 national
emargency, Tace tha terrible problems of hattla; and the Church

should he veandy to meat those neads with rlalmteh and effectiveness,

1% has bran indicated in the foregoing that .the Iutheran Arny chap-
1nin, Tor 2 nunber of reasons, is bLaat nable to nmeet the religilous
noeds of Tutheren Army persomnel. Othoar agencies of the Church,
enrtainly, have snd will -continue to have iconsiderable mossibili-
tiee of mreting those needs in varying degrees, 'The invaluable
sorvices of rzstors and congragations ‘in the vieinity of military
inetzllztions in the Zone of the Interior, the effeciive work of
miegionnriss in foreign fialds to vhom soldiers cen turn for gul=
dqnee; the ezcellent facilities nrovided for soldlers by Service
Conter vastors, znd the splendid contact mainteined throush the
meterinal mniled to thousands of soldiers ail over the world by

the Army and Tavy com_ig:.sf‘orlt have and must in future continue %o have

o 26 =



& tremondous worth in carrving out the Church's beeie reeponsili-
ty to’ "Paed my Sheen." The affact of thess agrmelas is curtailed
only by the fact that they cannot menetrate as deeply into the
"Anily lives of Tutheran soldiers o can the Tutheran chaplein.
Fa oan nmost effactively carry out the wntchword of the Army and

Vavry Commiesion and of our Church: "Theoy shall not narch =alone,f

Fut the Imtheran Army chadlain is necessary also to the Church it=
egolf for two vital reasons. The Tirst of these ia to be found in
the purvose for which the Church exists§ to bring the saving Gosvel
to =211 nen for the selvation of thelxr hlcod-bought sonls. Since
the Tutheran chanlain 1s a pastor of his chqrch. ha ics glso a
missionnry. The fact that he 1s in uniform “'ﬂqﬁ_hp.a no definite
marish does not change his hasic function and ';;imuse as an
abbasasador of fhrist, The divine commiseion apnlies to ﬁim. as

A0 nlso the worda of St. I-‘.nu‘.l. to '!.'i‘mothyl l'!’:raach the vord; be
instant in semson, out of season; ranrove, rebuke, erxhort with
211 longsuffering and doctrine, = = do the work of an evangollst,
nake full proof of thy - ministry."lﬂ ‘Although he will nake
every effort to hel» the soldiers of our Church to remain constant
and loyal in their faith, he will also seek out those for Christ
who have not yet been touched by Fis grace. The Tutheran Army

chaplain must see this gimortuhity not only from the viewnoint

19 = St. Matthew 28, 19=20; 2 Timothy 4, 2.5

- 37 =
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of gaining men for Christienity, but also from the viewnoint of
his rosvonsibility to his Commond. '.-‘ht-a Army is vitally interested
in every effort to give to its persomnel the stebllizing power bf
religlion, because it realizes that a man with a religious back=
ground hae. 2 moral Dower and courage vwaich are of wvelue to the
Arny. Thus, we have the Army!'s considered statement of doctrine:
uZach chanlain will, so'far as practicable, serve the religious
and noral nseds of the entire personnel of the Commsnd %o which
he 1o assignad.“}_‘—q.‘

Among that 'oeruonnel thare willl be founz‘! the category of mﬂitn.ry
unchurched with which the chanla.in will have to den.l. These are
the }peo'_pla uhpsa '_nnrcantftlga 15 as larg.- in our military "oo:pulm-
tion as it is in any clvilian community. 'I‘hey have no. religious
baci‘mﬁnd- they belong to mno denomina.blon. . In molt' inetan-
ecos thaey have only -3 fcgg ides of relie'ion without. an:' basle
concant!on a.t a11 of Christianity and !.te tenets. They ll.ve
in a sort of Mo Man's Land in the world -of rellgl.on. .Although
the Army gives each of tham the onnortnn!ty to designa.te
some religions nraferoneo. they have naither the convi ction to
claim no religious afﬂliation at a.‘.l.l. nor the remisite !—nou-
ledge to eJ.a!.m some denolination as thoir own. Han:f of them

are found i.n the 70 odd 'nercent. vhiuh clains to be Protestant

13 = Far. 6, AR 60«5




simply becanse they kmow that they ars non-_cath_olic OT noh=
Jewish. Lul Sinco they are unable to pick out a %u.?ch body
which speacifically amplies to them, they allow themsslves to
Le numbered dhong the vaat.dindete,minate. and heterogenious
tulk ealled "Protestant.! & The Lutheran chaplain will ine
evitably come in contact with these soldiers; for they will
b2 2 part of the Command to which he iz assigned., Fe will meat
them on his rounds of visits to his units. 'I'ha:; vill come to
him with their vroblems, most of which may indesd be of a mili~
tary charsoter, but some of which will be of a spiritual nature.
The familiar vhrase, "See the chavlain', mneans a great dsal more

in actunlity than its jocular use would indiecnte. = Thelr chap-

14 = 2t onc of my firet assignments the "religious" percentages?
of the Comnand was revorted as follows: 727 Protestant, 26%
Catholie, 1 4 Jowish, 1% no denomination, Inauiry into the
procedure indicatod that the personnel Sergeant detarmined
vhether the recruit wae Cetholic of Jewish. If méfther eate-

. gory applied, the word "Protestant" was entered on the shest,
unless s definite stoteuent of no religlous preference was
mede, = In recent years much more care was taken in deter—
mining the soldier's religious rrefsrence. DNDefinite denomi-
nations may now be recorded. = Although this has nade the
_denonminational clessification of soldlors a littles more
factusl, the statement still gen=rally avplies,

15 « Nixon Wester mresents another view in "when Johnny CGomes
Farching Fome.! Fa says: "In many outfits, 'Tell it to the
chaplain!, is a vretty derisive phrase; the lack of accord
totween the soldlsrs and some padres sinply reflccts the
widening breach between organized religion and greant masass
of americens." (of. Pp. 494=495)




lain s a friend to theso saldiers, the one man thel con anealr

to “ithout resefmtion. the ons nman before vhom they ean mractise
‘the precious freedon of haring their wory souls. Oecns:lnml‘ly
they will filter into hia services, merhans out of love and re-
eneet for him, »orhaps with a gemulne desire to lieten and to

telieve.

These poovle, the raligious flots=m mnd jetsam 6f the military
oesteblishment, rovresent the only resl miseion ovnortunity the
.chaplain has. But what & great fieldl TVninformed in ths vord
of fod, they aro also untouched by the gracoe of fod and ~ - 17y
rnow neither the way to salvotion nor the way of rightecuvencss.
The Lutheran Arnmy chaplain has the anlendid onvortunity to tssch
them nll the counselis of Cod, to bring them to fnith in thelr
Savior, and to nake of them mem with n new vision vho have a new
evaluntion of their lives in tarms of eternity. 4 chanlain will
consider thase nmen worthy of hie host afforte, We will svend
time with thems he will give them the best of his ministry of
teaching, of »renching, and of counseling. Wa will remember
thot he 1s =n ambassador of Christ and of Wis Church vho still
works on the basis of St., Paul: "1 am made all thinge to 21l men

16
that I might by all means s=ve some,"

‘These men ¥1ll not normelly be available to the Church excedt

16 =~ 1 Corinthians 9, 22



through the ministry of ‘the Lutherar cheplain. Vhile thers
remaine an ovnening in‘the Chaplain Corms to te ﬂued by our
Church, ‘therefore, the knowledge that there 18 » 19.::;0 nun'b;r'

of unchurched in the Army to ‘be reached fox.-' .'Eha salvation of
their souls should determine the Church's mction. The Church
has need of chablaing to work in this field. Perh;a.p'ak the
actual statistlesl results, from a missionary angle, will not
tulk very large in a’'chaplain's parochial report. He nay he.'vn. 3
only' s few doven baptiems and a handful of confirmations to A

nis credlt over a veriod of years. One must try to think, hov=

ever, in terms of the influence hevgust 2ti11 have oi-er those

unchurched he tovclied T1aht1y vith'his ministry throughout thosa

years. ‘hether they lasve the Army or remein s vart of it, the leaven of
gound doctrine and scrivtursl truth must bave its ultimate, aautary
rosvlts. That 18 o vromise the Tutheran clargy depends woon. It
epolies aleo to the work of the chapldln.u' .1
The second reason why :thp Lutheran' Army chaplain is necessary . °.
to the Church lies in the "propoganda valuef he has in respect

to ypersons of ot-her“ 'denominntionu?. A large vart of the contact
the Lutheran ehanlain has with military personnel other than
Lutheran 48 through his’ conduct of Wgoneral Prnoté!!tnnt_aw'r_‘vieos."

which nre attended by members of nan:r Church=bodiss. In addition

17 = Isai=h 55, 10-11



he does a great deal of counseling of soldiars who are not Iuther-
an, Whether he preaches n sermon or glves s»iritunl counsel, he
will act as a Tuthoran pastor; and whet he says or Aoen will cer-
tainly be affected by the doctrinal tenching he has received and
tha‘ nractienl tmining,{m hag abzorbed, not to mention the slle=
giance he has 'nroﬂsed to his Chﬁrnh. He cannot 7o otherwizes

Tor it is \mthinkn'ble that he would compromise his Tutheranism

in his wastoral relationshivs simply bacouse he will o dexling
with noh-ﬁuthqrém :nqrsonn.el.' It is true, he will h'ecassarﬂy be
non=avologetic in his '_nuhlié uttnr@.ncaé in the interaest (o.t‘ neace=
- Tul relations with othar denominations, lest he lay himsel? onon
to the e'nargs' of nrc;sélytizing. * L Ea will at all times avoesr
Lafore thoze who come to him as a representative of the TLutheran
Church which laye ;;uch henvy strese voon striet adherance to the
Toly Scrintures as the norn of doctrine and rule cf 1lifa, It is
certainly not detrimentsl to .ﬂ.rm.v','mrsonnel %o have this funda-
neatal concept of the Iutheran ’church brought to their n.tténtlon
through the ministrotions of their chemlsirs; and it 1s entirely
in the 1ntérest of our éhurcﬁ to hava its militnry clergy esizblish

among nilitary veaovle the remutntion it hae in this rozerd.

18 = Vhere mrincivle_or the nuestion of Tuthersn ~1legiance are
involved, the Intheran chanlain can be exnacted to smeslk
decieively. In my Army exverience Frotestrnt chanlains
heve genaerally hewe shown more than common falr vley in these
natters, -



fince this is a matter of mublie knovledze “reely admitted
oy our Ohurch and necantad by other donominatione, it would
be n denisl of the faith indeed for a chanlain tc Ao other=

.'.‘I‘I.Be.

¥ery nuch the same thing can bte sald with reference ic the elargy
of other denominations with whom our chanlaine met come into con=
tact. Many clergymen of denominations other than Lutharan 'na:va
sn erronanus conceontion of our Church, of its docirinal mosition,
and of its definitive pradtise,Unfortunately, slso, our Church

as tha rosult of wvariones historical conditions hee had a foreiga
flaevor in the prst and unwittingly egave the imnreseion that it
vag o Church which, beecnuse of a sort of old-world character, had
no resl mlaca unon the Amerienn scene, Turing Yorld Yar IT the
cormaratively large number of chawlains vhich sarved in the Army
wae ahle o heln Aemonstrate to a larege and inportant nart of the
Anpriean clergy that the Intheran Church, and epacifiscally the
Misscuri Synod, is 2 religlous force in Americen lifa which con=-
not be iznored. Warse, too, the Iutheran Army chaplain is dis=
tinetly o reprasentative of his Church vho is able to hawe at
lesat s correctional influence unon the thinking of the clergy
of other dcnominations. Tt 15 of valu» to tho Church thet this
jinfluence ba maintained through ite Army cheplains; for wera

the Iutheran (;haplain to Aleampear from the military scene, the

loss of his propaganda value to the Chureb would be conniderabls

- 4T -




inde ad.

Thus, vhether one thinks ln t-ms o"‘ our I.uthamn mombnrnhi‘b
found in the United-‘%ta.tae A.my. in tcma of tha hrcﬂr number
of nnclmrchnd. or of tha clory :-nd 1sl tv o*‘ othur danoﬂimtinns
vho m-sl-P u» the hull- nf‘ the nili.ta‘:r nnnulatinn. the neer'l :I"or
;cwrﬂ’.nine to mreeent our fhurch in the A.rny isn aﬂnargnt. Ag
long nz our nhm'c’h mnkes ite clergy a*:{_-ilab-n for duty in the
Army Yo hring to these wvarious categories the :!m;;sat;e of th‘e‘
Lutheran Shurch vhlch noplies to tham 1t will show itaelf to be
the affective force it actuelly is inimericen liferand by that
tolron leeve its salutary imprint aleo unon'tixe nilitery estob=

1ichment,’




111 « THY PROBLEMS OF.THW TUTHERAW ARNY OHAPLAIR

Althougn the problems which sonfront: the I.uthu.ran ninistry,
generally sveaking, are sbout ‘the' same "'uharevr'tha ninis-
try 1s at work, differing only in extent and effact, the brob-
lems of the Lutheran Army chaplain are aggravated by the na= -

tura of his work and differ in several raspecte fron thowsé of

the normal ‘ministry.’ They warrant svecisl mention and dlscus-

!;iun.

Yhore are mony 'nro’blems & cha:bla.i.n must face and solve ::hich
he vould not norma.lly hmve m-re he .'m the eivﬂiau ministr:r.
Frequent movomant from onn post to annther and ‘bha gradual
thange in h'.ln ofﬂotal resnons!.‘bﬂity nnd s tatus as he ﬂ.sau
{rom rank to highser ran‘ﬂ: are the cause of mout of hia ﬁinor
vaxing 'nroblema. 'I'hl! cn.ra of his family: the education of
his children: the lack ot‘ an “a‘biﬂing rast!ng vlace,'a 'nlaes
hs snd his :E'anﬂy ca.n actnall;r call home; a constant change:
in the etrcle of his friands and n.ssoclates; the constant a-
mranass that: he uust ba a.ble to a.ecent an entirely new tvne
of reauonsi‘b:llity di.fferent from what he may have been doing,
and eom’nletaly :l'n].ﬂll it = all thase are vroblems which can
beooma vexing, indecd. From the static, humdrum life on a

woll=getablishad Army Post in the Zone of the Interlor he may

R =



euddénly b bransforred t5'a onmand vhiah'is engazed in are
‘daous 1214 training or meneuver, &’ change which nacesaltates
= complete readjustnent in hie menner of “orleing end in his
antire living. “FHe may Find himeelf ouickly tranemorted
from the svacialized motivity of on Army Wosmital €0 the highe
1y techhdcnl post of an administrative headqimrt'éi-s.l' LR \ O
ways he sust bo ready to Follow the Final enll from 2 Dence-
tine mini_str:r E‘l‘ﬂ.i ite rolnt_ive _s;qe;zrity {;qa noromal ?rofass§onu1
nathods tn the bat'l_;!.;: ﬂ.e_ld. ‘;fhﬂl'ﬂ ile ot be abr'.'.'n‘ tn “soric
_ai‘i*‘ncﬂval*r f-rima« of tha es-:antialu of hia 'orofessioneal
mind e"ar‘v with s mirumm of 'bool’n nnd nt.har hel'ps, anﬂ at
tines working ontiral:r on the basis of -:hntewr acholarshlp

ke kno sboorbed in the past. The RVArences th'at .3 change in

circuaetences is no excuse for bungling cnd ineffectivoness |

"

I a In s neriod of five yenvs, oy tour of duly underisnt o
nurber of Arastic chenges: from a tour of three wasks ot
n Aecovtioa Gentor for nsew treoove, &o the highly exnoiing
wvork in a ftntion Moenitel; from there o the field with
a newly potivatad Tnfantry Regiment; deaert training with .
unite rendy for oversene Auty followed; from thers to.a
‘frouv Feadquarters in an overseas theater, to duty with
an Tnfandry ¥ Mrision in battle. Then followsd occummbion
duty of vary chort duration: then n tour of one year in
the Statas which inelvded duty at five Posts vlus a three
monthe course at Ohaplain School. Pegsn then n sacond
overzens tour with the adninietretive fanctions of =

Corns.. offica.




