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the lover classes vae no doubt increased. 'l'o meet the heavy tribute 

the king would have to lay a tax on the people, and that tax would no 

doubt come, indirectly at least, from the poor.39 

As wealth and affluence increased, the love of the moneyed class 

for luxurious living also grew. Both Amos and Isaiah blame the women 

for this condition, as vel~ as the men.40 They set the fashions and 

standard.a, which made such heavy- demands on the men that the7 could 

only be met by further corruption and oppression. "Cova of Ba.shan, " 

Amos calla them, fat, sensuous, stupid, self-indulgent.41 They were 

as bad as the men, if nqt worse, an~ they were ae much to blame for 

Israel's decadence and rottenness under a glittering surface ae the 

men.1~2 

It would appear that all this corruption was greater at Hezekiah's 

day in the Northern Kingdom, and was a prime factor in her downfall. 

Judah had to some extent escaped the inroads of a large commerce. She 

vas farther from the trade routes, and her natural terrain was condu­

cive to a more wholesome and conservative philosophy of life than in 

Israel. But one must not press this too far, and assert that the Judah­

itee were para.gone of' virtue in comparison with their brothers to the 

North. The teetimoey of both Isaiah and Micah shovs without a doubt 

that the same decadence and rottenness vaa rampant also in Judah. And 

this was accentuated by the following. 

39. George :Buchannan Gray and Arthur S. Peake, "A Critical and Exege­
tical Commentary on the Book of Isaiah, n··!h! International Critical 
Commentaq, I, p. lxxvi. cf. II Kings 15:20. 
40. Isaiah 3:16-17, 24; 4:1. Amoe 4:1-3. 
41. Amos 4:1. 
42. Robinson, !2£. ill.• 
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Hand in hand with the social decay of the Israelite nation vent 

the decay of the worship of Yahweh and, as has b.een shown, of morals. 

13 

The worship of Yahweh bad degenerated into a mere observance of a few out­

ward acts: the perfunctory sprinkling of incense, the mechanical offer­

ing of sacrifices. The law of' God vae unknown and ignored and had little 

effect on the 11 ves and hearts· of most of the people. The temptation tbat. 

beset all Israel before the Exile--that of worshiping the gods of the sur­

rounding heathen nationa--bad been too powerful. Idols were ·worshipped 

aide by aide with Yahweh. The groves and images mentioned in the Old 

Testament as objects of worship by the Israelites were no doubt the wood­

en symbols (trees, poles) of the goddess Ashirat (Asherat) . the wife of 

El, and the counselor of the gods in the Canaanite pantheon.43 This 

apostasy from the true religion was everywhere~ -Isaiah warned and con­

demmed "those who persisted in their foolish , guilty course, defying 

Jehovah to punish them if he woulcL 1144 Scepticism was ma.king its in­

roads into Jud.ah. Aleo there were the ··sophists ·or the day, who called 

evil good, following the force of public opinion, and held the great 

virtues in derision.45 Isaiah' scorns those who are ·wise in their own 

eyes, and cannot Judse themselves.46 He denounced the big criminals, 

pillars of society, mon of position, wealth, culture, influence, cham­

pions of the state religion.47 

As if this were not bad enough, every kind of religious evil was 

43. Jack Finnegan, Light !!'.2!!! ~ Ancient ~, pp. 143, 147. 
44 • Kent , .9E. ill• , p. 139 • 
45. Isaiah 5:20. 
46. Isaiah 5:21. 
47. Ibid., pp. 139-141. Isaiah 9:13-17. 



aggravated by Hezekiah's notorious father Ahaz. The Assyrian records 

give his name as Jeho-ahaz , and it may be that because ot his sins the 

chronicler has dropped the name of Jehovah in referring to him.48 Ahaz 

vae an individualist, vho "longed to be himself and to live hie own kind 

of life. u49 He decided to break vith the tradition of hie grand.father 

Azariah and hie father Jotham, and to go hie own vay. He embarked upon 

a wild religious debauch. He worshiped all the gods of the heathen in 

a gros s and public manner; he closed the temple, and had hie own altar 

ma.de, :patterned after one he had seen at Damascus; he introduced the 

worship of Syrian gods; he set altars in every corner in Jerusalem. And 

when he was sorely pressed by Pekah and Bezin, he offered hie ovn chil­

dren as human sacrifices, despising the offer of a sign by Yahweh through 

Isaiah. But all his gods "were the ruin of him and all Israel."'O And 

when he died, fortunately at an early age, the chronicler makes it a 

point to mention that he vas not buried with the rest of the kings.5
1 

Thus, when Hezekiah came to the throne, things that had been very 

bad were made even worse. The remembrance of Ahaz was still in the land. 

The young king would need the guiding hand of Isaiah and the strength of 

Yahweh Himself to steer hie kined,om over the rocq road a.head. 

48. Urquhart, .21?• ill•, VI, P• 64. 
49. Price, .21?· ill·, p. 300. 
50. II Chron. 28:23. 
51. II Chron. 28:27. 
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II. Hezekiah' a lirat Years 

Accord.ins to the chronoloQ tolloved in this thesis, Hezekiah vaa 

probably only about twelve years old when he besan to reign.1 In such 

perilous times as these a mature and steady hand vas needed to suide 

the affairs of Judah, and Yahweh had provided a man tor this purpose. 

Isaiah, the great statesman-prophet, stepped into the breach. Under 

hie tutelage the boy-king Hezekiah steered a vise and Judicious course 

during the early years of his reign. llo doubt Hezekiah had been acquaint­

ed with Isaiah prior to hie ascent to the throne.2 Thia acquaintance nov 

became a fizm friendship, to the benefit of the kingdom of Jud.ah. We 

can be sure that at this time Isaiah took pains not to appear high-handed 

in hie advice to Hezekiah. All royal decrees were made by Hezekiah, 1n 

hie own name. Isaiah's enemies were too strong to admit a;n;r other course. 

We may say that Hezekiah held the scepter, but Isaiah carried it. 

Foreign Policz 

Isaiah's influence can be plainly seen in the conduct of Hezekiah's 

foreign policy over against Assyria, in the first fifteen or sixteen 

years of his reign. Th~re can hardly be a;n;r doubt that year after year . 

he forwarded to Assyria the required tribute.3 Costly as this tribute 

mu.at have been, it vas a cheap price to P8-'1' tor continued peace with that 

mighty power. 

1. See page 67. 
2. Price, .2E• ~., p. 310. 
3. ~-, p. 311. 



There must have been some temptation for Hezekiah to join in the 

rebellion of Hoshea against ShaJmaneaer, but he prudently refrained. 

It is possible that this vas Isaiah's doing. 

It was the usual thing for the vassal states of the Assyrian empire 

to rebel at the death of an Assyrian monarch, tor the AasJTian empire 

depended much on the strength of ita individual king.4 Almost imme­

diately after Sargon II, a usurper, had taken the throne in 722/21, a 

certain Merodach-baladan seized the throne of Babylon, and threw oft 

the Assyrian overlordship.5 Thia Merodach-baladan proved himself' a 

worthy antagonist of the Assyrian. Sargon met him in battle and claim­

ed the usual viotor.r, but it is very clear that he did not defeat Mer­

odach-baladan. The latter still ruled in Babylon for some J'e&re, and 

Sargon did not molest him. However, Merodach-baladan did not succeed 

1n driving the Aasyrie.na from the northern part of Bab1lon. 'l'his defeat 

was bad for Sargon's prestige.6 

Rebellion flamed also in the West. We can veil imagine that Heze­

kiah vas sorely tempted to join Ha.math, Arpad, S1m1na, and Damascus, 

and oven Samaria, in their attempt to throw off the yoke of Assyria.7 

But Isaiah's counsel prevailed, and Judah remained neutral.a It was 

well for her that she did, for Sargon struck before the allies could 

act in concert and defeated Bame.th, Gaza, and the Egyptian army com­

manded by Sib'i. Sargon vas vindicated 1n the e7es of his people, and 

4. Robinson, .5?R• ill.•, p. 20. 
5. Urquhart, 2R,• cit., VI, p. 77. 
6. Rogers, .2J!• cit., II, P• 317 • 
7. Ibid., II, pp. 318-319. 
8. Sargon does not mention the land of Judah in his account of this 

rebellion. Luckenbill, .2J!• .5!!!., II, secs. 5,55. 
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peace we again brought to the Weatland.9 'l'he next years Sargon spent 

campaigning against the troublesome Urartu 1n the Borth, and by 711 he 

had crushed their power for many years to come.lo 

As has been said, through all this oon:fllct Judah remained neutral. 

But this does not mean that Hezekiah vaa inactive all this time and took 

no steps to insure the safety of his country. Ko doubt he "solidified 

his kingdom by building cities:, fortresses, and walled tovru,."ll Be 

probably thought that he would need these precautions in the not-too­

distant future. 

His greatest work vae the improvement of the vater supply of the 

city of Jerusalem, thereby making it more impregnable to a siege. Thie 

was done by a remarkable engineering feat. A tunnel vas bored through 

the solid rock from the Virgin~e Spring (the Biblical Gihon) to a pool 

in Tyropoeon Valley; it is about 1700 feet long and 6 feet high through 

its entire length.12 Hezekiah also extended the walls of the city to 

include the pooi.13 The workers cut from both ends at once, and, after 

many twistings and windings, met. In 1880 the following inscription 

vas discovered on the right side of the tunnel, evidently at the place 

where the workers came together: 

The boring through [f.s completef/. And this is the 
story of the boring through: while yet ff.hey plie{/ 
the drill, each toward his fellow, and while yet there 
were three cubits to be bored through, there wae heard 
the voice of one calling unto another, for there was a 
crevice in the rock on the right hand. And on the day 
of the boring through the stone-cutters str11ck, each 
to meet his fellow, drill upon drill; and the water 

9. Rogers, ~._ill. . 
10. Ibid., II, pp. 320-332. 
11. Price, loo. cit. 
12. Barton, ~· cit., p. 476. II Kings 20:20. 
13. ~., p. 241. 
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flowed from the source to the pool for a thousand and 
two hundred cubits, and a hundred cubits vas the height 
of the rook above the heads of the atone cutters.14 

There 1e no way to date this tunnel precisel)' in Hezekiah's reign. It 

could also be very plausibly assigned to the 7ears 712-701, when the 

pro-Egyptian party vas becoming more powerful.15 

Even though Hezeld.ah remained neutral toward Assyria in hie first 

years, he did not hesitate to send his armies on a punitive expedition 

against the Philistines, hie neighbors to the West. During the reign 

of Ahaz, the Philistines had made a plundering expedition against the 

western border of Judah, capturing Bethehemeeh, AJalon, Gederoth, Shocho, 

and Timnah, vith thelr surrounding villages.16 In retaliation, the 

armies of Hezekiah "emote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and the bor-
' 

ders thereof, from the tewer of the watchmen .. to the fenced city."17 

Though there ie no absolute way of dating this campaign of Hezekiah, it 

is reasonable to suppose that it took place earl)' in hie reign.18 The 

victory must have been very complete, tor we hear of no more trouble 

vith the Philistines during the remainder .of Hezekiah's reign. Indeed, 

it may have been that Hezekiah vas henceforth regarded as somewhat of 

an overlord over the Philistines, as seems to be indicated by t .he rebel­

lion of 701, when the people of Ekron in Philistia threw off the Assyr­

ian yoke against the will of Padi, their own king, and delivered him :l,n 

14. From a facsimile .in Kautzech-Geeenius, Hebraieche Gremmatik, 
1902, found in Barton, 22• ill·, p. 476. 

15. See pages 31 and 35. 
16. ll Chron. 28:18. 
17. II Kings 18:8. 
18. Rogers • 2R. ill• , II, p. 362. 

18 



chains to Rezekiah.19 

Du.ring the reign of Ahaz., the l!!domitea, always the bitter enemies 

of the Hebrews, had also made a border raid on Judah, ·taldns captives.20 

We have no record of ~ retaliatory acts ·. b7 Hezekiah. 

Domestic Policz 

VeJ:'3 little is lmovn about the economic polic7 of Hezekiah. In 

general, it may be said that he tried to bring about the rehabilitation 

of Judah, and to restore the proaper1t7 of .U'zziah's time. The chroni­

cler tells us that l(ezekiah became very rich, implJ"ing that this re-

. fleeted the prosperit7 of the country generally.21 "And Hezekiah pros­

pered in all his vorks."22 Bo doubt the foundation for this prosper­

ity was laid in the earlJ" years of his reign. "Be built up trade and 

agriculture, and erected storehouses tor the preservation of surplus 

produots."23 This is about the limit of our lmovledee of Hezekiah's 

economic policies. 

The worship and · honor. ot Yahweh in Judah, as ve have seen, was 

at very lov ebb vhen Hezekiah ascended the throne, due to a large extent 

to Ahaz' debauch. But almost 1mmediatel7 the pendulum began to BVing, 

and a reaction set in.24 The preach1D8 of Isaiah vas beginning to have 

its effect. The people began worshiping Yahveh more tJian they had for 

some years. ·»ut the· long y~ ~f ·idolatry had left their mark, and 
. ., 

the process of turning the people back to the true God vaa necessarily 

19. Ibid., II, p. 365, n. 2. 
20. fichron. 28:17. 
21. II Chron. 32:27-30. 
22. II Ohron. 32:30. 
23. Price, loo. cit. 
24. Kent, ~· cit., pp. 149-150. 
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slow. Beyond a doubt Hezekiah, under the guidance of Isaiah, did all 

in hie power to further this re-education of his people. Be ma:y have 
,J-

already had a general goal in mind: a great rededicatio~ Judah to Yahweh. 

However, it seems that in ~be early years of his reign he had to go 

slowly. Isaiah, cautious statesman that he was, probab~ would have 

seen that this was a thing that could not be hurried. Therefore, it 

seems likely that temple was not reopened immediate~ af.ter Hezekiah's 

acceesion.25 But there can be 11ardly 8D1' doubt that the great reform 

described. in II Chronicles 29-31 did not take place until some years 

after his acceesion.26 

This great religious reaction vae no doubt also aided by the preach­

ing of the prophet Micah. Jeremiah 26:18, 19 indicates that Micah's 

words were successful in bringing about a general repentance of the 

people of Judah. Thie repentance probably vas Hezekiah's great reform. 

It may have been at this time that in order to further this re­

turn to Yahweh, Hezekiah had some of the proverbs of Solomon copied and 

preserved for posterit,-.27 

The stage was nov set for Hezekiah to shoulder the entire respon­

sibility of the lfingdom. Be had fared veil under the tutelage of Isaiah; 

it remained to be seen whether he could do as vell in his ovn right. 

25. See page 64 and page 66. 
26. See page 64. C8Illbridge Ancient Historz, III, P• 388. 
27. Proverbs 25: 1. 
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III. Reform, Trial, Temptation 

Reform 

Hezekiah lost no time in taking over the reins of' the government • 

The long preparation for religious reform had nov been completed, and 

the time was nov ripe f'or direct action. Posaib~ the preaching of 

Isaiah, Micah, and Hosea had united the scattered remnant of the true 

followers of Yahweh among the influential in the court in Jeruaal.em 

so that they were able to persuade Hezekiah that he should proceed with 

hie plans for refonn at this time.l 

Hezekiah acted with great enerS1. On the first day of the month 

he commanded that the temple, which had been closed by Ahaz, be reopen­

ed and repaired.2 He called together all the priests and Levites, who 

had been inactive for so long in the worship of Yahweh, and personally 

addressed them. Said he: 

Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now 7oureelves, and 
sanctify the house of the Lord God of your fathers, 
and carry forth the filthiness out of the ho~ place. 
For our fathers have tr~spassed, and done that which 
was evil in the eyes of the Lord our God, and have 
forsaken him, and have turned away their faces from 
the habitation of the Lord, and turned their backs. 
Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and 
put out the lamps, and have not burned incense nor 
offered burnt offerings in the holy place unto the 
God of Israel. Wherefore the wrath of the Lord was 
upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath delivered to 
trouble, to astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see 
with your eyes. For, lo, our fathers have :fallen by 
the sword, and our eons and our daughters and our 

1. Johann Fischer, De.a Buch Isaias, pp. 16ff. 
2. II Chron. 28:24; 29:r.-see page 66. 
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wives are in captivity for this. :low it 1a mine heart 
to make a covenant Yith the Lord God of Israel, that 
hie fierce wrath may turn away from us. ~ eons, be 
not now negligent: for the Lord hath chosen :,ou to stand 
before him, to serve him, and that :,e should minister 
unto him and burn inoenae.3 

Thie speech had an immediate effect. Evidently the :,ea.re of preparation 

had been thorough, and Hezekiah's personal maenetiem vaa great. He knew 

how to influence an audience. 

The Levites and priests sanctified themselves and began to clean up 

the temple. After such a long period of disuse, we can vell imagine 

that it was quite filthy. The:, carried out the debris that the:, found 

in the temple and threw it into the brook Kidron. It took them sixteen 

days to purify the temple, and vhen it vas finished the:, reported to 

ltezekiah.4 

Early in the morning, evidently the next day, which would have been 

the 17th day of the month, Hezekiah appeared in the temple to worship the 

Lord. He commanded that the priests offer a sin offering for all Israel, 

and aeven bullocks, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven ma.le goats vere 

sacrificed, accordine to the Lav of Moses, their blood being sprinkled 

22 

3. II Chron. 29:5-ll. Josephus, Antiquities, IX, 4ll., 1, gives this 
speech thus: "You are not ignorant how, by the sins of my father who 
transgressed that sacred honor vhich is due to God you have had experience 
of many and great miseries, vhile you vere oarrupted in :,our mind by him, 
and were induced to worship those vhich he supposed to be gods; I exhort 
you, therefore, vho have learned by sad experience hov dangerous a thing 
impiety is, to put that immediately out of your memory, and to purify your­
selves from your former pollutions, and to open the temple to these priests 
and Levites who are here convened, and to cleanse it Yith the accustomed 
sacrifices, and to recover all the ancient honor which our fathers paid it; 
for by this means ve ma;y render God favourable, and he Yill rem.it the anger 
he hath had to us." 

4. II Chron. 29:12-19. 



on the altar.5 This ia an in41cat1on that Hezekiah meant thia reform 

to_be very thorolJ8h., tor he ottered not only the aacr1f'icee required o:f' 

a ruler who had sinned., but alllO those required f'pr the sin of the 

priests and the whole o:f' Israel.6 After the offerin8s tor the recon­

ciliation of Israel with Yahweh., the burnt-offer!Dg vae offered to the 

accompaniment of songs and music from. the LeT1 tee. 7 The king led the 

people in worship.a The congregation presented a great number o:f' sac­

rifices to Yahweh: 70 bullocks., 100 rams., 200 lambs., 6oo oxen., and 

3,000 sheep.9 There were eo man, that the priests could not hand.le 

them all, so the Levi tee helped them. There were more Levi tee than 

priests who were ceremoniall.7 undefiled.lo And Hezekiah and the people 

rejoiced over "that which God bad prepared :f'or the people (by the puri­

fication of the temple and the restoration of Jahve-vorship).1111 

23 

The suoceas of this religious revival enoourased Hezekiah. Evi­

dently it bad been thus far limited to Jerusalem and the surrounding 

area. Bow he determined to spread it over his entire ldnadom and also 

among the remnants of conquered Israel to the North. He thus inauaur­

ated the policy of the kings of Judah to extend their sphere of influence 

over the whole Hebrew nation.12 Therefore., at the beginning of the fol­

lowing Bisan his messengers went f'rom place to place., not only 1n Judah., 

but all over Israel, "from Beersheba to Dan.," inviting the people to 

5. Lev. 4. 
6. Lev. 4; II Chron. 29:21. 
7. II Chron. 29:25-28. 
8. II Chron. 29:29. 
9. II Ohron. 29:32.,33. 

10. II Chron. 29:34. 40::.1, 
ll. II Chron. 29:36. c. F. Keil., ~Books~ Chronicles, P• .,,-.. 
12. Max Vogelstein., Biblical Chronology, Part I, p. 3, n. 11. See paee 66. 



come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Paeaover .13 We can vell imagine the 

excitement these messensers :nmst have ca.used. Here was somethins that 

had not been done since the dqs of Solomon, more than 200 7ears before. 

Here was an invitation for Israel and Judah to reunite, to worship to­

gether as brethren in the temple of Tahveh. The meaaensers met ¥1th 

varied reactions. Ko doubt most of the people of Israel "laughed them 

to acorn, and mocked them. nl4 :But ~ from the North, especially f'rom. 

Aah'er, Manasseh, and Zebulun came to Jerusalem.15 

24 

Meanwhile, preparations vere beins ru:shed in Jerusalem. The priests 

and Levites were purif'yins the1119elvea and seeins to it that all vaa reaq. 

They had to be finished by lUean 14, for that vas the Levi ti cal day of' 

the Passover .16 But their task ws too great. All the preparations were 

not completed, and especially were the priests slow in preparing them­

aelves, even aa they had l.agged .1~ aanctif7ins themselves for the temple 

reform some months previous. The meseensers also could not complete 

their task in time, and the people did not assemble in Jerusalem in the 

first month. So they decided to postpone the celebration until the next 

month.17 

A large consregation assembled 1n Jerusalem and in the second month, 

Moved by religious fer-vor, they pulled down and destroyed all the altars 

that Ahaz had put in Jerusalem, and threw them into the ltid.ron.18 The 

Passover was killed on the fourteenth de.,-. There were lllBlQ" in the consre-

13. II Chron. 30:1,5-9. 
14. II Chron. 30:10. 
15. II Chron. 30:11. 
16. Ex. 12:6. 
17. II Ohron. 30:3. 
18. II Ohron. 30:13,14. 



sat1on who were not ceremonially pure and therefore could not kill the 

Passover, eo the Levites had charge ot all the ld.ll1ng.l9 llere 1a 

another 1nd1cat1on of the thoroughness ot the retorm. In spite of the 

taot that ma.111' of the people from both Judah and: Israel were ceremon­

ially unclean, yet the7 ate the Passover; for Hezekiah had prayed to 

Yahveh for them, and the Lord heard his pra,-er.20 There vas no empty 

r1tual1am here~ 

25 

The celebration lasted seven days and then was extended another seven. 

Hezekiah gave the congregation 1,000 bullocks and 7,000 sheep, and his 

nobles donated 1,000 bullocks and 10,000 sheep tor sacrifice and for 

feaeting.21 · p 

When the feasting was over, the people took their new religious 

fervor with them to their homes and all over Judah and Israel they broke 

down and destroyed the places ot ld.ol-worehip.22 

'l'o ehow that he meant this religious rev1val to last, llezek1ah re­

instituted the tG111ple worship and revived the priests 811d Levites by 

reestablish1ns their income. Be commanded the people to make contri­

butions for their support. Thia vas ao well received that by the begin• 

n1ng of the third month ao muoh stuff bad been collected ln Jerusalem 

that llezekiah bad to call a special conference to decide where to store 

it. They detennined to prepare special storehouses in the temple area 

for this purpose. A1l things were set 1n order: the necessary' overseers 

of' the priests and Levites were appointed, the courses of tho priests 

19. n Chron. 30:15-18. 
20. II Cbron. 30:18-20. 
21. ll Chron. 30:24. 
22. II Chron. 3111. 



were set up, and all those of the house of Aaron were sought out and 

pressed into service. "Sought out" ia the correct expression because 

many of the "Sona of Aaron" had not exercised their prieetl.J' f'u.nctions 

for a long time, and had taken up other pursuita.23 

In order to constantl.J' remind the people of their nev].J'-revived 

covenant with Yahweh, Hezekiah at this ti.Jl!.e also instituted a nev era. 

Time was henceforth measured from this great reform. '!'hie will be dis­

cussed in detail 1n Chapter V. 

"And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and wrought that which 

was good and right and truth before the Lord his God. And in eve-q vork 

that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in 

the connna.ndments, to seek his God, he did it with his heart, and pros­

p~red. n24 

~ 

The future new looked pretty bright to Hezekiah. Be had been suc-

cess:ful. in his first great project as a king in his ovn right. Bis 

people were with him, and he was at the height of his power. 

But in the midst of this success came trouble. Hezekiah fell "sick 

unto death. "25 The prophet Isaiah delivered to him the word of Yahweh: 

26 

"Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. "26 Hezekiah 

prayed to his God with tea.rs, and Isaiah received an answer to this prayer 

from the Lord as he was leaving the palace.27 Be returned and told 

Hezekiah: "Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have 

23 . II Ch?'.on. 31:2-19. 
24. II Chron. 31:20,21. 
25. II Kings 20:1. 
26. II Kings 20:2. 
27. II Kings 20:3,4. 



heard thy prayer, I have seen th,' tears: behold, I .Yill heal thee: on 

the third day shalt thou go up unto the house ot the Lord. And I Yill 

add unto thy days fifteen years; and I Yill deliver thee and this city 

out of the hand of the king of Aasyria; and I v!ll defend this city for 

mine own sake, and for rrq servant David's sake."28 Hezekiah asked for 

a sign to prove that Isaiah was speakins the truth, and Isaiah made the 

shadow cast by the sun on the sundial of Ahaz to go back ten degrees. 

Upon the application of figs to his boil1 Hezekiah recovered.29 To shov 

hie gratitude to Yahweh, he composed a psalm.30 

This is the narrative of Hezekiah's illness as given in II Kings 20 

and Isaiah 38. It ie obvious that its location in this particular spot 

in the book of Kinss cannot give us a elev as to when it happened. Im­

mediately precefding is the narrative. of Sennacherib's invasion, which 

took place in 7011 only a fev years before Hezekiah's death. Isaiah's 

message declares that Hezekiah would live 15 years after this sickness. 

Hezekiah died in 698/971 and therefore this sickness must have occurred 

in 712 or earlier. The expression "I v111 ~d unto thy d.qs fifteen 

years," does not necessarily mean that Hezekiah lived 15 years and no 

more after his sickness; it only indicates that this sickness came on 

him at least 15 years before hie death. We have thus narrowed down the 

time when this illness could have occurred to 712 or before. However, 
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we can Yith reasonable accuracy fix the date still more closely. II Kinss 

28. II Kings 20}5,6. 
29. II Kinss 20: 7-11. In the Bas Shamra Tablets, which are mostly poems 

of the J113thological gods and heroes of Canaan, are directions for the treat­
ing of sick horses. These mention ·the use of a poultice of figs. Finnegan, 
.2P.. cit., p. 147. 

307'"isaiah 38:9-20. 


