Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Master of Sacred Theology Thesis Concordia Seminary Scholarship

1-1-1945

Pauline Teaching of the Future

Bernard Wittrock

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/stm

O‘ Part of the Biblical Studies Commons

Recommended Citation

Wittrock, Bernard, "Pauline Teaching of the Future" (1945). Master of Sacred Theology Thesis. 237.
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm/237

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Master of Sacred Theology Thesis by an
authorized administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fstm%2F237&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/539?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fstm%2F237&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm/237?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fstm%2F237&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

IR L L

THE PAULINE TEACHING
OF THE FUTURE LIFE

A Thesis Presented to
The Faculty of Concordia Seminary

Department of New Testament Theology

In Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree

laster of Sacred Theology

by
Bernard Wittrock

January 1945

C 5, et ; -
X > h o P

(72 ety

52382




TABLE OF CONTERTS

Qutline e 0 sie ale 8 e eis oleiniaiviaviele els ¢ slsiolelatele nie eees e ve e 111

I.
II.
III.
Iv.

Ve

The State of lian after Death «:cccevcecevans
The End of the World scceccvcescsssccscsscas
The Resurrection of the Dead cececccececcasns
The JRAIMENT e clcietele cla ool ateloletelal s ave elatolclotelals

The Eternal State of AN cccsecvecccace N

S
15

41
76
90

}3ibliﬂﬂr&phy T 9 9 S 9T PR R TS E OO R YN TSP e Y YN 110 5

CONCORDIA SEMINARY LIBRARY
. Sk LOUIS, MISSOURI



iii

THE PAULINE TEACHING
OF THE FUTURE LIFE

(outline)

I. The State of lian after Death.
A. Paul compares death to a sleep.
B. Paul teaches continued life after death.
1. Christ is Lord of the living and the dead.
2. Death is gain for the believer.
3. At death the believer is present with the Lord.

II. The ¥nd of the World.
A+ The Christian attitude toward the end of the world.
l. Christians are to beware of deception.
a. The resurrection is not already pa%t.
b. The day of the Lord is not yet at nhand.
2. Christians are to await Christ's return.
B. The consummation of all things.
1. The world passes away.
2. Nundane things cannot pass into etermity.
C. The return of Christ.
1. The assurance of Christ's return.
2. The manner of Christ's return.
3. Description of Christ's return. :
a. He will appear amidst great glory.
b. He will be revealed in flaming fire.
4. The power manifested in Christ's return.

III. The Resgurrection of the Dead.
A. The resurrection of Christ is evidence for our resurrection.
1. God raised Christ from the dead.
2. Christ was the first to rise from the dead.
3. He that raised Christ shall raise us all.
4. Ve shall be in the likeness of Christi's resurrection.
5. We shall attain unto Christ's resurrection.
B. The assurance of our resurrection.
1. The dead in Christ shall rise first.
2. The change of our bodies.
a. Men and creatures long for this redemption.
b. Description of this change.
¢c. The suddenness of the change.
3. The complete victory manifested in the resurrection.
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IV. The Judgment.

A. God has appointed & day of judgment.

B. All men must appear at this judgment.

C. The Christian attitude toward the judgment.
1. The Christian's salvation is near.
2. The Christian denies worldly lusts.

D. The nature of the Jjudgment.
1. The pronouncement of judgment.
2. The execution of judgment.

V. The Eternal State of MNan.
A. The Christian attitude toward his eternal state.
1. The Christian yearns for glory.
2. (God's solicitude for the Christian's hope.
B. The assurance of an eternal state.
C. The characteristics of the eternal state.
1. The denial of glory to the wicked.
2. The blessed ectate of the believers.
a. God shall gather the believers.
b. The believers shall experience God's mercy.
c. The believers shall obtain glory.
éd. The believers shall dwell in righteousness.



Introduction

“hen we speak of Paul's teaching of the future life we
do not mean to categorize his presentations as an isolated or
particular doctrine of Christianity. Our purpose is to set
forth Paul's way of presentihgfthis great doctrine as tai ght
by our Lord Himself. Higher criticism notwithstanding, the
teachings of Paul and Jesus coincide. Paul's close agreement
with the Gospel narratives had led some to assume that Paul
had personally known Jesus and had experienced many of the
occurrences related about Him. Scott says

2
But however we may account for the paucity of

hie references to events and teachings it is now

generally admitted that St.Paul had before his mind

a conception of our Lord's ministry that was accu-

rate if not detailed, and a picture of His death

and resurrection which was both accurate and de-

tailed. ;

This treatise on Paul's view of the future life is an
exegetical study. The importance of such an exegetical study
cznnot be minimized: in a way it must take precedence over
apgainst the dogmatical apﬁroach. It has been aptly stated ,

" For all true dogmatics rests wholly on true exegesisj; it

is wholly dependent, never independent. "

1 - C. A. Scott, " Gospel according to St. Paul, Character

ahd Source," The Expositor, II (1901), 202.




The outline or plan of this paper seeks to present both
adequately and worthily the teachings of Paul. Its continuity
carries us forward from the point of death to the end of the
world, through the resurrection and judgment, and finds its
completion in man's eternal state. ©Such a presentation is
partially endorsed by Stevens :

2
It is necessary to consider his (i.e. Paul's) views
on 3 subjects,- the parousia, the remurrection, and the

Jjudgment of the world,- in order to define the further

problems to which these views give rise, and to trace

the limite of the Apostles' affirmations regarding the

last thingse.

There is a definite continuity between the present spiri-
tual 1life and the future life. Believers are to seek for
sanctification with the end in view that at the Lord's coming
they may be presented holy and unblameable. The sanctified
life i not to be conducted in a gquietistic unproductive
fashion, and it is destined for a share in the glorified state.
The entire activity God directs towards believers aims at

35
raising them unto likeness with Himself. That is why this
study is so importaﬁt.
" If so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be 2l1so

glorified with Him. *

2 - George B. Stevens, Pauline Theology, 344.
3 - Gerhardus Vos, " Structure of Pauline Theology, "
Princeton Theological Review, v. 27, 22-23. :




THE PAULINE TEACHING OF THE FUTURE LIFE
I. The State of ¥an after Death

Paul makes several references to death as a sleep. 1He
says, " But some are fallen asleep.“l This is the Christian
exprecssion for dying, for death to the believer is a sleep
for his body, a period of rest to be followed by a glorious
day. The aorist here merely records the fact, for death
converted into a sleep is the effect of Christ's resurrection.

This expression can have no other weaning. It cannot

refer to a soul-sleep. Stevens states 3

2

To understand this expression literally as desig-
nating an actual sleep of the soul, a state of uncon-
sciousness between death and the resurrection, is
clearly inconsistent with several passages where Paul
presuppoees an immediate entrance at death upon a
conscious, goyous communion with the Lord ( II Cor.5,8;
Phil. 1, 23). The expression must be understood as
an euphemism for death, and as denoting the blessed
rest in fellowship with Jesus into which his followers
enter at death.

“ords and modes of speech of ancien® origin were sub-
ject to attrition, being handled as word-signs. This ex=-
preseion had come to mean little more than to be placed in
the‘recumbent position of the grave. Among believers a
epecial sense of tenderness accompanied the act, reminiscent
of the ordinary act of putting a child to bed with loving
hands. The state of death is a state of consciousness -
capable of the sensation of comfort or discomfort according

to the presence or absence of the body, such as results from

1. I Corinthians 15, 6.
2. George B. Stevens, Pauline Theology, 342-43.



a garment one itz accustomed to wear, and which one misses
when it is not on him.s

Faul uses a similar expression in his words, " many are
weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. “4 The reference
is to those alrealy dead. There is nothing in the context
to intimate that these terme are used figuratively of moral
infirmitiessand ospiritu:l declension, but should be taken
literally. Paul knew that the prevailing sickness and
frequent deaths among the Christians at Corinth were a judge
ment on account of the irreverent manner in which they had
celebrated the Lord's Supper?

k’arf4a;vTA\ refers to physical death. The use of this
particular verb is significant. Only those who are saved
" are asleep" in the language of the New Testament, and 'his
sleeping refers to their bddies, not to their souls. The
judgment, thus, that Paul here refers to is at the worst /ﬁ
an untimely physical death, not eternal damnation.7 ;

In a conditional sentence, describing what would be
the state of things if Christ did not rise from the dead,
raul says, " then they that fell asleep in Christ did perisg.“
To £:.11 asleep in Christ is to die in faith in communion

with Christ for salvation. Perdition, according to Scripture

3. Gerhardus Vos, " Structure of Pauline Theology,"
Princeton Theological Review, v. 27, 7-8.

4, I Corinthians 11, 30.

5. Charles Hodge, Commentary on First Corinthians, 233-34.

6. It should not be overlooked that there are some
execetes who give a different interpretation to I Cor. 11, 30,
holding that the apostle is referring to spiritual feebleness
and spiritual death.( Cf. Popular Commentary of the Bible,ad locum.)

7. R.C.H.Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testament,
Ve 6' 491.

8. I Corinthians 15, 18.




is not annihilation, but everlasting misery and sin. It is //‘
the loes of holiness and happiness forever.9

In New Testament Greek &fki is not always post posi-
tive. It denotes a correspondence with the preceding : " accord-
ingly." 15-{ adds this corresponding point to the one that
precedes. then Paul wrote this letter close to Easter of the
year 55, some of the Corinthians had already died, believing
and trusting in Christ to the end. Thus the term is signifi-
cant. rurthervore, the substantivized participle is gualitative,
decswribing those persons by stating this one rast act of theirs.
Hence the aorist. The passive form is to be taken in ‘he sense
of thé middle. e note, however, the term " in Christ," in
union with Him, by true faith. To fall asleep in Christ is
the beautiful Scriptural expression to designate the Christian's
death; his body sinks into peaceful slumber, to be awakened
presently byt the risen Lord to a new and a glorious life in
His presence.

The verb, " to perish," has in a gogmatic way been
pressed to mean " to be annihilated," to be deprived of exist-
ence. This is done in the #nterest of the doctrine that for
the wicked no hell or hell-fire exist. This is analogous to /¢
the treatment accorded the verb "to baptize" which igforced to
mean only " to irmerse.® It is quite hopeless to overthrow

the dictionaries and the established uses of language. In

sacred 1anguage: iwvlld}izvos means perishing by losing salva-

9. Charles Hodge, Commentary on First Corinthians, 322.
10. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testament,

v. 6, 669-70.




tion, in contradistinction to ow & °,/“ €ves | being saved
by obtaining salvation. He who perishes is forever separated
from God, heaven, eternal life. His body and his soul share
the fate of Satan in the eternal torment of hell. No juggling
of words will change that fact.

e now turn to I Thessalonians. Here Paul says, " but I
would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are ahteep.“ll This statement is important, because
thie entire epistle is regirded as having an eschatological
tone. Paul intended to furnish the Thessalonians with the
instructicns they needed, according to the reports Timothy had l
brought.

The verb here is the parsive "those who fall asleep.”

It comes from f(o:fdd;$ sy " to put to sleep," the paessive of {
which is " to be put to sleep,” i.e. to fall asleep. Thus the

matter involved here does not mefely refer to those already12

dead, but equally to those who would die before the end of

the world. ILvidently the Thessalonians had Yeen grieving

over the deaths of loved ones since Paul had visited them.

Here he.desires to show the" that theyshould not sorrow as

those who have no hope. Lenski suggests that the Thessa-

lonians were constantly looking forward to Christ's appear-

ing and the subsequent salvation of the believers. They did

not seem to rezlize that Christ would bring with Him not only

the living but also the dead believers.

1l1. I Thessalonians 4, 13.
12. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the liew Testament,

v. 8, 330 ff.
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16 seem$é however, that Eadie more correctly elucidates
this matter._ He points out that surely Paul had expounded
to them that all believers would rise. This sorrow evidently
vas coniected with doubte concerning the dezd believers!
rela ionship to the coring Kingdom. Vhat they seem to fear
is th:t those who fell acsleep before the parousia might by
their death be excluded in some way from the glories expected
at the second advent. St. Paul clearly shows that they lose
no advantage, but rise first.

It is wrong to attach any speéial significance to the
term "sleep." It is purely comfort to those in mourning
and pives hope of glory. Eadie quotes Chrysostom on this
point, " He glances at some further mystery. What then is
this ? Ve.who are alive and remain shall nct prevent them
that are asleep." s

Pagang aleo referred to death as a sleep. But the
conception of its meaning is distinctly different in thé
forme of religious belief; To the pagans this sleep in-
volved nothing more than his own conception of death. To
the Christian this term includes all his knowledge of the
saving facts which truly make death a sleep. Furthermore,
it ie not a mere pious homiletical idea that the word

"to fall asleep" refers only to the resurrection awakening.

13. John Eadie, A Commentary of the Epistle of Paul to
the Thessalonians, 146-47.
14. Ibid.

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MO.



There are those who maintain that this idea implies
a. shadowy existence in the re:lm of "sheol," and it cannot
be cnlled life until the reunion of the soul and the body.
It is claimed that this intermediate s=tate is designated by
the Greek term l<9t/$z€dﬂgil + This idea is rejected by
Paul in Philippians 1, 23. Acts 7,59; Luke 23, 43. 44 as
well as the 0ld Testament teaching clarify this matter.
Tous the gouls of the dead do not sleep. Luke 16, 22 ff.
pointe out that the souls of Abraham and Lazarus are truly
alive, though their bodies are dead. 7The description of
Lazarus' lying on Abraham's bosom is parallel to Jonn's
resting on the bosom of Jesus as recorded in John 13, 25.

¥adie adds a further thousht with regard to a proper

understanding of this term, lHe states :

15
Sleep implies continued existence, rest, and
awakening. The =leeper does not cease to be, though
he sinks into a kind of unconsciousness; he is often
thoughtful and active in.dreams, but in this state
of insensibility he enjoys repose, anﬂ then he
wakens up to fresh activity.

There is another false conception of man's state after
death which is built on the idea of the millennium. It is
assumed by this view that the Thessalonians were disturbved
about the possibility that those already dead woald not
enter the millennium, and Paul sough? to correct thisl Thewre

is then a further supposition that there will be two

resurrections, one occurring at the beginning, the other

15. Ibid.



at the end of the millemnium. Ordinarily, the millenm-
ialists teach that the first includes all believers so that
the de2d Thessalonian believers would after 21l enter the
millennium. This brings about a difficulty in their doc-
trine. In order to correct it some of them say that the
firet resurrection applies to the martyrs only, not to
thosze vho die a natural death. So these Thessalonians
would have to wait for tie second resurrection, andé this
brought about their grieving and sorrow. %

However, this idea is immediately refuted by the sub-
se uent clause, " as the rest, those who have no hope."
Waiting for the second resurrection could not possibly mesn
those who have no hope. The Scrintures teach only one
rerurrection, as is showm in John 5,28-29 and Revelations 20,6.

Finally Panl says, " even so them also which sleep in
Jesue will God bring with him. "17 The general understand-
ing of this term as recorded for the previous verse avnp’ies
here 2ls0. But there is a matter with regara to the inter-
pretation of a particular term used in this pi.ssage which it
would be well to consider. An interpretation is offered
stating that God will bring with Him those who fell asleep
through Jesus. Here the preposition é;:d; does not mean

union but mediafion. Some sugcest that this refers to the

marfyrs who fell asleep through Jesus, but even so the phrase

16. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpret-tion of the New Testa-

ment, v.8, 334.
17. I Thessalonians 4, 14.15.
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should not be "in Jesus" or "because of Jesus" ( é ;.;4_/ with
the accusative). If this were true the thought would not
apply, for the dead Thessaloniaﬁe referred to were not murtyrs.
There ie no evidence for such martyrdom in this entire epistig-

The idea of mediation is adeguate. The power of Jes.s'
death and resurrection does not stop with death, but its
efficacy will show itself in 2ll its glory at the parousia.
Therefthe aorist passive participle refers to those who actudlly
had fzllen adleep. It is not like the present passive of vs.
13 “hich refers to those who miy et fall asleep. Those who
fell asleep also refers to the bodies in the graves. These
chall arise and be glorified, united wi.n their souls, thus
forev;r to be with Christ Vho died and rose again for cur
galvation.

Throughout other passages it is clear the Paul teaches
a continuéé consciousness of the soul after death. Paul |
tells us that as we live unto the Lord, so also we die unto 1
Him.lg In death we are the Lord's, and Christ is Lord !
both of the dead and the living. Paul wants to show the
immortance of death to the Christian. His blessed relation-
gship does not stop there, but continues. eﬁZv means that
when we SO 1ive and die to the Lord we are truly His. To
be wholly His is our joy and blessedness, our purpose and

intent. " We are the Lord's" is objective, the great fact
20

that motivates us in l1life and in death. Christians are

18. Rk.C.H.Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-
ment, Ve 8’ 536-58-

19. Romans 14, 8.9. :

20. R.C.H.Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-
ment, v. 5, 829. ' . -
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happy here while living to ‘he Lord, but they are still
happier when they are dead to Him, lhen their soule have
entered eternal life.

Christ's dominion over Hie people is not interrupted by
their death. Ve may here comp .re Matthew 22,32. If Christ
is Lord of !lis people, no“ only when living, but also when
dead, it follows that they are to serve Him both in death
and in life. The soul lives on after death.21

Paul states that to die would be gain for him, for then
his union with Christ will be more completely realized. %
The tense denotes not the act of dying, but the cunse uences
of dying, the state after dea.th.25

The infinitive aorist here used marks the =simple fact
while L 77-\f is a “"continuative" present. The "gain" of wuic
Paul spewks cannot be viewed simply as advantageous to the
ciuce of Christ or the salvation of others. K &;7.5'05 is de=
fined as a'u\v /(f IO‘T/U; z?vau in vs. 23 showing that this
is true gain. It is implied that the Christian gains wupon
death the immediate 1ife with Christ in Heaven.

The whole passage rmust be studied carefully. Paul me=ns
to tell us that is is all the same to him whether Christ be
glorified through his life and activity, or by his death.
Living consists in union with and devotion to Christ. Hig

whole being and activities are Christ's. The context shows

that Xfm’fbs becides the idea of union with Him, must

21. William Shedd, A Critical and Doctrinal Commentary
upon the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans, 393.
22. Philippians 1, 2l.
23. J. B. Lightfodt, St.Paul's Epistle to the Philip-
ians 'Y 90. >

A ———
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. 24
also involve the idea of devotion to His service.

Paul further states that he has a desire to depart and
25
to be with Christ, which is far better. The preposition

€ 16 ' points out the direction, whereas the genitive 'Té?
would represent death as the object of hiz desire. He is not
wearied of life but his thoughts pass beyond death as a trans-
ition, and fix upon that which is to follow. The depai-ture

orings the Christian into this hi her life‘of fellowship with
26
Christ. There is nc thought of n intermediate state here.

Thue the faithful are imﬁeciately in the bresence of the Lord.

The meaning of the expression here 7o 2t X7T oot is
"to break up, depart." The metaphor is drawn from breaking up
an encampment. On this voint Lightfoot remarks 3

‘ 27
The camp-life of the Israelites in the wilder-
ness, as commemorated by the annual Feast of Taber-
nacles, was a ready and appropriate symbol of man's
transitory life on earth : while the land of prom -
ise with ite settled abodes, the land flowing with
milk and honey, typified the eterndl ihheritance of
the redeemed.

Paul further states that he is willing to be absat from
the body and present with the Lord, that while we are at home
28 LN
in the body we are absent from the Lord. 517/w¢95 refers

to "people” und thus he mezans "to be among one's own people,”

i.e. at home, and "to be away from one's people,"'a pilgrim

24. John Lange and Philip Scﬁéff. “"Philippians,"

A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, 24.
SN '_%P ilippians 1, 23. S
26. John Lange and Philip Schaff, "Philippians,"”
A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, 24-25.
27. J. B. Lightfoot, St.rPaul's Epistle to the Phil-

ippians, 91.
28. II Corinthians 5, 6-8.
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or a stranger in alien surroundings, i.e. "away from home."
Paul shows us that while we are at home in the budy we are
away from the Lord, away from His blessed presence.

Paul's expréssion "out of the Body" here refers to
death.gg Thus he shows that being out of the body means
that our sonls are present with the Lord. This is not
merely a change of the body, but death. The words meaning
to be present with the Lord have the same meaning as to
be with Christ stated in Philippians 1, 23, for there also
it was necessary that he die in order to be with Christ. ;
77"/00\5 T;v Kulf/ ov 1is in relation to the Lord a pregnant
\ expression and it signifies "to &epart" to go to another
country, in order to be with Christ. Clearly he teaches
that immediately after death he would be with Christ in
Heaven.so

e should also note the prepositions used. In verse 6
it is "away from home iﬂtfthe Lord,"™ and in verse € " at
home Fyom; the Lord." The latter means then face to face.
Thus it is a face to face relation that Paul has in mind.
The other preposiition means that we are =till away from
this. In verse 6 " in the body" means that we are away
from the Lord, and in verse & "out of the body" means that
we are face to face with the Lord.31

A passage in II Timothy must be looked at here. Paul

29. R.QiH: Lenski, The Interpretation of the New
Testament, v. 6, 1043.

30. John Lange and Philip Schaff, " Philippians, *
A Commentarv on the Holv Scrivntures, 84.
~ 7 3l. R.C.H. LenskI, The Interpretation of the New
Testament, v. 6, 1043.




is assured that the Lord will preserve him unto His
32
heavenly kingdom. Lenski's interpretation of this

14

passare lends added weight to the view that the soul goes

immeddately upon death to its assigned fate :

Here we have one of the clear passages of chip-
ture regarding what happens wnen our souls leave
their bodies at death : we shall at once enter the
heavenly kingdom, that is heaven, where the heav-
enly King is enthroned. Phil. 1, 23 : " to be with
Christ." There is no intermediate place for the
soul, no Totenreich with two compartments, one ,
*paradise," for the righteous, the other beneath
it, an ante-charber of hell for the wicked. Those
who invent this fiction, darkening the true Chris-
tian hope, cquietly ignore all the passages which
contradict esuch a notion. The body shall indeed
gleep in the grave, but the soul shall be where
Steptien's soul went at death, where lioses and
Elijah are now (the latter even with his vody) ,
in 'he very presence of God and Christ. The souls
of the damned at once go to hell. At the time of
the resurrection the body will be raised from the i\
dust, will be glorified like the soul, will be \
joined to it, thereafter also to partake of all  |!
the bliss of that heavenly kingdom. '

32. II Timothy 4, 18.

33. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New

Testament, v. &, 892.

A
IV
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II. The End of the Vorld

In introducing the subject of Paul's teachings con-
cerning the end of the world, we do well to take cogni=-
zance of some of the filse notions regarding Paul's atti=-
tude. Stevens remarks :

: - 1
In common with the whole church in the apos-
tolic age, Paul regarded the return of ‘hrist to

raise the dead and judge the world as near at hand,

and confidently hoped for its occurrence in "his

own life time."

Stevens further arfues that if this is not always true
in the teachings of Paul, he must have changed his mind.

In thie connection let us remember :

1) Paul was writing for all Christians of all times,
ag the Holy Spirit directed Him.

2) The return of Christ is such an awesome and impor-
tant fact that Christians are to live as if His returnxvére
imminent.

3) Paul clearly shows that there will intervene cer-
tain occurrences before this parouasia ({I Thess. 3, 6-12).

4) Vhile Paul may have regarded the end near, as far
as hie personal convictions were concerned, he was aware
that no human being has knowledge of the date of judgment
daye

Another intervpretation has been raised concemming

1. George Stevens, Pauline Theology, 344.
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Paul and must be surveyed. Ve are told that he tikes over
the eschatology of the scribes. One difference is noted.
Paul taught, the ecribes differing, that the first parti-
cipators in the ;essiénic lingdom have the resurrection
node of emistence. Iilect of the lsst generation through
the resurrection will partidipate.g He is said to take

a middle position between the scribes and Jesus. He shares
;ith the scribes their view of the course of events. With
Jesus he shares the idea of the mode of being which those
who participate in the ilessianic Kingdom possess. However

1) The conception of Jesus' eschatolozical view as
being chiliastic is not in harmony with the facts.

2) Paul's order of events agrees with that of Jesus.
The description of the judgment ( latthew 25) agrees with
Paul's view.

3) Any possibility that Paul held chiliastic views is
refuted throughout the exegesis of this paper.

4) The rabbinical writings purported to be the basis
of Paul's view were written after Paul's time. Schweitzer
himself confesces :

3
As the Apocalypses of Baruch and Ezra were

not wriiten until after the destruction of Jeru-

salem by Titus, it might be guestioned whether

he eschatology which they offer was really that
held by the scribes of an earlier period.

A false understanding had arisen among certain early

2. Albert Schweitzer, Pauline Epistles, 90-91.
3. Ibid., 89.
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Chri=sti-ne regarding the recurrection. There were some Who
said thzt it was already past.4 Paul says that these peonle
in respect &f the truth h.ve missed thes way, meaning to lose
or mise the pood. The participle states how tﬁis hzppened 3
by declaring the resurrection nlready to have occurred,
namely in baptiem and convcrsion.5

Undoubtedly, already in the aypostle's time there were
at Iphesus and other rlaces false teachers who maintained
that the Cocspel taught nething obut a spiritual resurrection
to a new spiritual .ife in fellowship with Christ. Evidently
they found points of contact among the HEmmenes =nd the
Sadducees.

The hore of the consummation of the worlé and a future
resurrection ie certzinl - an essential factor of Christian
faith and Paul always stressed it. The resurrection here
referred to can only be the resurrection of the dead bhodies.
Paul's teaching was based on the ground of Christ's own words
ags recorded in John 5, 28-29. At the end of the world will
corme simltaneously the -~esurrection of the dead. It is to
be noted that the denial of a future resurrection leads to
a pervercsion of the fact of the recurrection of Christ, wvhida
had already taken place, and shakes to the.foundatione the
whole fabric of the Christian faith.

There are mistaken interpretations regarding this pass-

4. II Timothy 2, 18.
5. R:0.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-

ment, vol. 8, 812.
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age. Some think of the later Cnostic teaching to this
effect, but this did not concern Paul's time.6 Baur sought
support for hies theory of a laiter date for the composition of
the epistles and maintained that this pussage is a reference
to the larcion. However, this view is promoted without rea-
sony and the error undoubtedly referred to the errorists of
Paul's day, to those who would spiritualize the resurrectiion.
THus Baur's view is superfluous.

-Pnul further shows that these babblers_are overthrowing
the f2ith of some. The expression used shows that the false
teachers were not 8o very successful. But this p.ssage serves
28 a warning to all Christians. As they approach the end
of the world they are to beware of those who would make
shipwreak of their faith and thus seduce them, but are to
rermain faithful to the word of God as they have been taighte.

Paul points up ancther error and implies that .forgery
was already at work. A fictitdbous utterance and a letter
had probably been circulated in the apostle's name teaching
what he intimates in the 1g9t part of th¢%erse,7 " that the
day of Christ is at hand." The fifteenth verse of this same
chapter plices the genuine word and letter in contrast with
the spurious, "hold the traditions which ye have been faught."
Chapter 3, verse 17 describes a guard against a forged one,

8
" the salutation of Paul with mine own hand."

6. John Lange and Philip Schaff, " II Timothy," A Commen=-
entary on the Holy Scrivtures, vol. 24, 99.

7. 11 Thessalonians 2, 2.

8. John Ladie, A Commentary of the Enistle of Paul to
the Theseoloniane, 258 ff.
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The W3 introduces the statement as so represented

implying ite f:lsehood. The "day of the Lord" is the day of
the parousia. The true meaning of the verb ;vez“'r‘rq KEY is
not "at hand" but "is present.” Six cogent reasons are
listed for the latter rendering :

1) In six other places of the Wew Testament this verb
ie rendered by "present," viz. Rom. 3,38; I Cor. 7,26; Gal.l,4;
II Tim. 3, 13 Hebrews 9,9 ; I Cor. 3,22.

2) 1In twenty other places we have the rendering "at
hand," but this is used with another Greek verb. It stamds
for rf)ng/' g € nine times, ;-XX"; ten limes, and ‘::-.fﬁ}'fﬂji Kev
once.

3) The Septuagint usage ie similar as may be shown from
Daniel 7,5; Tsdras 5, 46: I ilaccabees 12,443 1II liaccabees 3,17;
IIT imaccabees 1,16. The Hellenistic writers &lso offer evid=-
ence, 28 Josephus and Philo.

4) C(lassieal usage shows this swme thing ( Xenophon,
Aeschines, and Jemosthenes).

5) The doctrine that the day of the Lord is at hand
would not be treated =s an error by the apostle. The New
Testument teaches this, viz. att. 24: Romans 8, 12; Phil.
4,5 3 Hebrews 10, 25.

8) Such a doctrine would not throw the church into
panic and.confusion since the teaching of the imminence of
our Lord's return was familiar to them. Even if this doc-

trine were new to them, they would have been filled with
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Joy, since the true Christian looks forward to Christ's
return.

This translation further appears to be the oldest one.
The Syriac has it : "Lo, the day of our Lord is come." The
Syriac form of the Chaldee =710 VO ie "arrived" or " is
come."

Chrysostom identified the error condemned here with that
of those who said that the resurrection is already past. Hence-
forth , believers hoping for nothing great and splendid might
faint under their sufferings.

The allegation made by these fglse teachers was not that
the paronsgia of the Lord is present: but that the day of the
Lord is »nresent, taken in a wider sense. The apostle doesn't
want us *o think in terms of twenty-four hours or of a period
of time, bunt rather in the sense of timelesgness. Just wnat
the false conception perceived the length of this period
to be we do not know. owever, it is evident that they ex-
pected the parousia at the end of this period.

The Lord Himself was detaining Paul in Corinth dy a
direct revelation (Acts 18, 9-11). The Lord could not have
done this if the day were already present. In Faul's answer
he says nothing about "the day" but coafines his answer to
the parousia alone.

While speaking of the believers' service to the true

10
God Paul states, ® and to wait for His 8on from leaven. "

. N.C.N. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testahent,
vol. 8’ 414,
106. I Thessalonians 1, 10.
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This statecrent clearly imiliec that Christ Who has gone to
the right-h:nd of His Father will return from that glorious
place in Heaven. He has gone there to prepare a place for
His followers and has promised to return to receive them to
Himself. The Christians are to await His r eturn, and as
true believers in Him they will quietly and patiently await
it. Discussing eschatological problems Paul exhorted the
Thessalonians to patience. Surely this is to be coupled
with their awaiting His return. Casting aside the doctrines
of false teachers, they will patientlf await that return.
Paul states further that Christians are to be examples
of the patience of Christ.ll The AV trancslates this pass-
age “"patient waiting for Christ." Chrysostom also held this
view. But it is untenable for the following reasons :12
1) :}?ojwb\'ﬁi’ never bears thic meaning. It is found
thitkty=-four times and always has the sense of patience,

patient endurance.

2) The word used to signify "to wait for Christ" is

-,

2 4
another compound, dvo'\fx/,{ EVEIY

However, we believe that this passage has a direct
bearing upon the eschatological viewpoint of the Christian.
Certainly great disorder and havoc followed in the wake of
just such falise ideas as that demonstrated above, that the
day of the Lord was already at hand. DPaul shows this by

his constant warnings against idleness, habits of gossip,

1l. II Thessalonians 3, 5. ;
12. John Eadie, A Commentary of the Epistle of Paul to
the Thessalonians, 307«
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and ‘aimless gadding about.

Lange-Schaff points out, " The Thessalonians parti-
cularly needed this admonition to humility 1n-order to check
their eschatological impatience, which showed itslef practi=-
cally in theirjs'rd/l(Tws -rre/:,ﬂ'wre';v andFEfIEFIﬂL'&EJJd:(VS-G,%.g)-"

St. Panl's admonition is well put in view of the present
conditions and applying to Christians of all times. They
are to beware of all false teaching regarding the end of the
world, but rather that "the Lord direct your hearts into the
love of Cod, and into the patience of Christ."

The Christians are hopers. Their hope is not quiescent
non-productive capital. Rather it contains energy and is a
potential force. Quiet and intense energy of hoping appears
in this that it is equal to transforming the protest against
suffering into submissive patience.l4 If we have turned out
to be no rore than Christ-hopers and staked on that our whole
present life, then we are of all men most miserable.15 The
Christian looks beyond into another aeon.

St. Paul points out that the fashion of this world passes
away.16 This is the true literal translation of the verb used.
All about us there is evidence of decay. ZLverything germinates,
ripens, and withers am-ly.lv d'/aif ";j‘;":’{d refers to the external

form, the essence as it appears, the present state of things.

13. John Lange and Philip Schaff, " II Thessalonians,"
A Commentary on the Holy Scrintures, vol. 24, 152.
e 14. Gerhardus Vos, "Structure of Pauline Theology,"
Princeton Theological Review, vol. 27, 433.

15. I Corinthians 15, 19.

16. I Corinthians 7, 3l.

17. Henry Jacobs, " First Corinthians," The Lutheran
Commentary, vol. 8, 20.
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The figure is derived from the scenes of a theatre, in the
actual process of change.18 So this world is ever moving
onward to its final consummation, to its end. The final
disruption of all things earthly will herald Christ's return.

Paul tells us that as we brought nothing into this world,
neither are we able to bring a thing out.19 Paul shows the
utter separation of things of this present world from the
world to come. IHothing can be taken into the next world .
The future life will not contain the things of this life ,
perishable, temporal, and passing things. There will be a
distinct difference, a completely altered mode of existence.
The end of *the world will then mark the absolute termination
of the things worldly and mund:une. It will bring about a
new order.

Paul spezks clezarly and forcefully concerning the second
advent of Christ. He says, " for what is our hope or joy or
crown of rejoicing ? is it not also you in the presence of

20
our Lord Jesus as his coming?" We are concerned here with

’

the reference to the coming of fﬂalg Lord Jesus. 7lep oV d‘flag'\
is presence, or a being present. Presence often implies
advent or arrival as preceding or producing it, so that"advent"
is a frequent meaning. The term is often employed to dencte

the appearance or coming of Christ, which are identical.

18. Charles Hodpge, Cormentary on virst Corinthians, 130.

19. I Timothy 6, 7.

20. I Thesesalonians 2, 19.

21. John Eadie, A Commentary on the Epistle of St.Paul
to the Thessalonians, 98.
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Most impressively Paul here refers to the nresence of
Christ in His glorified hum:nity, seated on His throne, and
the work of redemption complete. His coming is the zreat
hope of the church, which is cherished as the epoch when it
shall be full inmmbers and arrayed with perfection. The
hope of the apostle was that as they stood in the laster's
presence, they would not be ashamed, but find a crown of re=-
joicing in their final salvationl

Yaul further says, "he which hath begun a good work in
yvou will perform it until the day of Jecus “hrlst.“zg Here
again Panl makes reference to the day of Jesus Christ, the
day on which He will return to judge the world. Thus there
is 2 limitation given over against the thought, " the day of
your death." We should not infer that Paul expected the
parousia during the lifetime of his Philippian converts, but
the anticipation of its approach underlies the expression i&;ﬁ;.

Paul says, " when Lhrist, who is our life, shali appear,
then, too, shall ye with Ilim be revealed in glory-“u The
verb ;Da(v aF tdﬂyr?} is opprosed to the KE"K]DUTFTcH of the
previous verse. There is noncealment now, but then there
shall be glorious disclosure. It is clearly a reference of

reassurance for the returning appearance of Jesus Christ our

Lord. Eadie says 3

22« Philippians 1, 6.
23. J.B.Lightfoot, 8St. faul's Epistle to the Philippians,

82.
24. Colossians 3, 4.
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To appear as our life imples our relation

to Fim as living ones and the unveiling of the
Fountain shall allow the eye to discover the
nyriads of rivulets which issue out of it; or
as our life is hid with Christ, so, when Christ
comes out of His hiding p'ace, our life shall
accompany Him into openness and light ... Since
He appears as our life, so to avpear wita Him is,
on our part, to appear as part:kers of His life.
The source, propress, and maturity of our life
shall then be fully apvarent--how it originated,
anc. how it was mustained--what courge it took,
and what obstacles it encounteted=-how it was
etill supported, and still maintainea its hold
--how it was felt in our consciousness, and yet
had its hidden spring " with Christ in Cod--
and what shall be now its high crown, and its
magnificent destiny--2ll shall be seen in the
living and life-fil!ling brighitness of " Christ
our life.

Paul tells us, " in regard to the coming of our Lora
Jesue Christ, and our gathering together unto Him. "26 Here
he refers to the certainty of the pewsﬁnal and glorious
ccring of the Lord. raul here is seeking to instruct - the
Theecalonians regarding this day, and the false teachings
regardaing it which we are to avoid.z7 Chrysostom explaias
this by TTEFU’ - in reference to that event in which we
have so profound an imterest, and which on account of this
very interest you so sadly misunderstand. Again, this passage
of Paul's gives us his reassﬁrance regarding this day of our
Lord's return.

Paul points out in a descriptive way the mamner of Christ's
return to this world. It will come very suddenly and this'

fact ie brought out in his words, " the day of the Lord so

25. John Tadie, A Cormentary on the Epistle of Paul to
the Colecssians, 214.

26. 1II Theesalonians 2, 1l.

27. John Eadie, A Commentary of the Epistle of Paul to
the Thessaloni:ns, 255.
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28
cometh as a thief in the night.®

No one knows the time of the Lord's reappeafing, as the
< ,
approach of a thiéf is indeed most seecret. We note that ”7f42f
; : 29
frtg7w?7 h:s8 no article. It would be unnecessary, for
there is only one such day. The omission of the article
makee the expression a standard one, giving it the form of

a proper noun. fFurthermore, the writer knew the words of

Jesug in this

connection as recorded in latthew 24,43 amd
Luke 12, 39 as Peter did also in II Peter 3, 10. The ex-
pression of "as" and "thus" demonstrate this comparison.
The present 'ence used does not indicate the future but is
the r»rerfent tense founc in doctrinal statements. It ex=-
presses absolute certzinty.

The ancients thought that the reference to night indi-
cated Christ's return at night. 3But this reference is sugges-
ted by the illustration of a thief. Some have suggected that
this verse refers to the destruction of Jerusalem ( Schoettzen,
Hammond , Harduin).so However, this is disvnroved by the
cintext, for vercses 14-16 of the previous chapter indicate
that the end of the world is spoken of. Others again have
taken it in reference to each man's death or this and to
the end of the world ( Zwingli, Bloomfield, and Riggenbach).
It is true, that each man may apply ﬁhis to himself, for the

day of death to each is the day of the Lord. However, again

28. I Thessalonians 5, 2-4. 2
29. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testament,

vol. 8, 348,
30. John Badie, A Commentary of the Epistle of Paul to

the Thessalonianes, 175.
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the context shows the true meaning of this expression.
farther, Paul sveaks of this day as a * sydden destruc-
tion comes uron them, justr as the travail upon the worm:n with
child." There will be those who will scoff at this great
truth @rying, “peace and safety." The blind world remains

blind to the returning of the Lord.

Like lightning the bolt will fall. The 3reek places ;

the adjective far forward and this gives a2 powerful emphasis.

——

The eubject is placed last and thus s:bject and predicate

are reversed. It means either "all of a sudden" ( adjective
for adverb) or "sudden" (adjective) destriction comes upon
them. [llestruction 1is placed in opposition to salvation, and
the »oint here is not annihilation of existence, but separation

from the presence of Christ. Hence destruction may be eternal

The further illustiration of the woman caught in travail
is also used. It is used repeatedly in the 0ld Testament
( Zx. 15, 14; Isaish 13, 8; Jeremiah 13,21 ; Hosea 13, 13).
This illustration has also been used in other ways. Jesus
uces it to express birth pains ending in joy (John 16,21-22)
and lsaiah (26, 17-18) used it in still another way. However,
no illustration dare be used beyond the one point to elucidate
that which it refers to. The point here isf that a pregnant
woman cannot predict her sudden attack of birthpains. It

32
comer suddenly and renders the victim helpless.

Zl. International Critical Commentary, vol. 37, 182.
32. TN.C.ll. Lenski, 1he Interpretation of the New Testament,

vol. 8, 349.
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There are pointe of @nalogy which have been suggested,
but they serve only to strain the true meaning : =<

1) Riger and Czlvin suggest that, as the woman ca?ries
in herself the cause of her anguish, so unbelieving men bear
their sin, the cause of their suffering, within themselves.

2) Pelt lays stiress on the inevitableness of the tra-
vail. This mars the unity of the figure.

3) Chrysostom combines in his illustration the severity
as well =8 the sud-enness of the spasm. Theodoret states,

" she knows that che is pregnatn, but does not know the time
of her travail, so we know that the Lord of a1l will cone,
tut we have not indeed learned the time of His advent. "
Leumeniue adds, ? that indeed she has signgof birhh, but

the kn ws not its hour or day. "

4) It is further held that the figure assumes the day
to be near. Such a2 woman knows not the hour, but yet ha
xnowledge of the period. This, nowever, contradicts the
text. arther, it is not the pregnancy nor the birth, but
the proverbially sudden pang which seizes such a woman that
is here emph:sized. This view was held by Le Wette and
approved by Xoch and Luenenane. :

5) Another idea foreign fo the figure in its present
tense ie bro:ght out by Olshausen. A hffher life is to
be produced in humanity by the will of God through the

ordimance of these pings. Bisping as quoted by Tadie

33. John Radie, A Commentary on the Epistle of raul
to the Thessalonians, 179.
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further adds, " the end of 11 *hings is the time of the
birth-woe whica ie followed by the new bdbirth of humrnity
' in grossen Gange," and of all nature ( Rom. 3, 22)." >

flowever, the recull or product of the birth is not here
presented, but'it is the sudien ruch of destruction unon
those who are lulled in u false and carnal security. The
advent is most unexpected for those who are not prepared
for it or looking for it. This is the apostle's statement
;s'poinrea by the double figure. Jesus Himself sh wed this
awful truth when He compared the coming of the Son of lan
to the sudden destruction that was wrought in the days of
Noah and in he day 8 of Lot.

Tinally, Paul says they shall in no wise escape.

'

adaed to /4/7 expresses the negation. To all these who
have refused salvation the awful epithet shall climax their
tragic lives, " too late ! ¥

4 further reference to ithe manner of Christ's return is
indicated in Paul's words, " you are not in darkness, so -
that that day will catch you as a thief." The verb K474 ,\dﬂo’;
hag from k’drdf an intensified meaning, that of eager or

. 7
sudden seizure. It is inleresting to note that niﬁtﬁpx is
now used in contrast to eréy‘as . It is that period of
light which breaxks in upon the soul. Thus it is no longer

) £ ¥ . > -
¢V ogxe7é/. This day of light, this dey-spring from on
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high should not surprise the believers 28 a thief would
steal suddenly upon them in darkness. But “hey are children
of light =nd are prepared for the fuller light of day.35
rd
In some cases we have the reading kXemTdS inptead of
K)~£;7775. A3 and the Coptic version support this and it
is Cavored by Grotius, De Vette, and Ewald. Hven though it

is the more cifficult reading it cannot be sustained, for

it needs the authority of manuscripts, versions, and fathers.

-

-~

However, if the reading KX t/ﬂ 7dS were zdopted we could
have the meaning that the day burstiing upon the thief surprises
hir unawares when nol expecting the dawn to be at hand.
l'owever, bhelievers are not in that predicament. They are not
like thiecves who carry on thelr nefarious work at night.

Paul states, " in order to comfort your hearts unblame-
able in holiness before God and our Fatggr at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.® A special problem

R [ s s
is raised here. Who are incliuded under the oy Lyie i with
wherm or in whose company the Lord comes ? The following

37
answors nave been given ¢

1) Some restriect it to mean the saints or earlier be-
lievers, s netified and perfected ( Flatt, Olshausen, and
Hofmann). The word is often employed in the narrower sense.

2 Others refer it to the holy angels ( ¥usculus,B3enson,
De Wette, Olshausen, M=acknight, Bisping, and Lueneman). How-

(¢

ever, @/ djfai never by itself in the Tew Testament signifies

35. John Fadie, A Commentary of the
the Thessalonians, 181.

&4

pistle of Panl to

-

36. 1 Thessalonians 3, 13.
37. John Xadie, A Zommentary of the Epistle of Paui to
the Thessalonizns, 120.
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angels. This word is generally apvlied to human believers,
and does not denote angels exclusively.

3) It signifies both holy men and holy angels. Arzu-
ments supporting this viewpoint show that Scfipture clearly
teaches the presence of both saints and angels. A term is
used which can comprehend both according to the usage of
Hebrew and the Septuagint (Deut. 33,23; Psalm 89, 7; Daniel
4,10; 7,13: Zechariah 14, 5). The addition of 1TA;Twyﬁ
favors this.

4) Both angels and saints are called His. "His" prefers
to Jesus and not to p) 200 (Bengel, Baumgarten-Crusius, Riggen-
bach, Alford, Fllicott). '

Eadie holds to the third view. He admits that Jesus
cannot come with all His saints because some will still be
living on earth. But he counters by averring thzt both the
dead and living will together meet the Lord in the air.

It seems that Benski offers the most satisfactory solu=-
tion.38 Lenski maintains that in the New Testament this ex-
pression &s the standard designation for the godly, and those

who try to refer it to angels have no support in the New

Testament. He pointe out that when this fﬁ‘ﬁ7-4- phrase is

A

construed with the precediné hY) phrase, Paul says nothing
about a coming of either saints or angels in company with
Christ. He points out that the parousia is the Lord's pres-

ence, not necessarily His coming.

38. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testament,

vol. 8, 307.



Panl tells us, " the Lord himself, in connection with
a command, in connection with an archangel's voice and in
connection with God's trumpet, will descend from heaven."39
The term 461‘0/5 placee 2ll attention on Christ in this one
great, grand act and does not serve to contrast. "Lord" is
to be taken in its full soteriological sense, the Lord Vho
has bought us and made us His own ( John 12,26: 14,3: 17,24).
The i\l phrases make for emphasis. They show the great-
ness of the Lord's descent from heaven and what will happen
to the dead at the j:a.rousia..40
l The Lord shall deescenc g\a ke %&v/(;telm s in
connection with an order. " The word designates a loud
military command, the shout of a charioteer to his horses,
of a hunter to his hounds, of a ship master to the rowers .
1t is the Lord's command to 'he dead to arise. The next two
pﬁrases are connected with K dil . John 5,28 shows that
this command comes through the Lord's own vaéice, and it is
not issued to the archangel to blow the grand signal with
God's trumpet. Both the archangel's voice and God's trumpet
shall sound forth in connection with the Lord's command.
Several suggestions have been made regarding the meaning of
this reference 3 &

1) Sometimes it is said that there are seven arch-

ancels, " the seven lamps" burning before the throne, and

39. I Thessalonians 4, 135 a.

40. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-
ment, vol. 8, 34C.
41. John Eadie, A Commentary on the Epistle of Paul to
the Thessalonians, 165.




sometimes ten, and in the Jewish writing four are especially
named corresponding to the "thrones, dominions, principal-
ities, and powers.” The names of these huvec been given thus:
lichael and hie compony s=tand on the right hand of the throne,
and Gabriel similarly on the left, Uriel in front, and Raph-
ael behind, the Shechinah being in the center ( Tobit 15, 15;
Book of ¥noch). Fowever, these speculatioﬁs prove nothing.
Gabriel ie mentioned in Luke 1, 19, but it is not stated
that he is an archangel. Michael is the only one mentioned
as such, and it appeare acceptable to take this statement
as referrine to him.

2) Some have referred it to the Lord Jesus ( Ambros-
jaster, Olshausen). This idea would destroy the symmetry
of the verse, and give to the Savior first a distinctive
and then 2 unique and unfamiliar title. It is held further
that to mention a creature next in order would be startling.
However, nowhere else is Christ mentioned as an archangel.

Some even say that the Holy Ghost is here meant. The
idea probably originated in the effort to finu the Trinity
in this verse, the Father in the last word "trumpet of Cod,"
the Son being the Lord Himself, and the Holy Ghost as the
archangel. However, such an assumption is mere speculation
and is absolutely baseless.

Scripture mentions only one archangel, Michael ( Jude 9,
Revelation 12, 7). Thus to take this in reference to Gabriel

is incorrect. Then the greatest of the angels shall sound
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the trumpet. ?uﬂhq is not a cecond command uttered by the

archangel, but the sound this angel °end8 throuph God'e
trumpet. THere Kd,l/ connects Twwy) and a’aL}.?rX s« This
is also Cod's trumpet and ite blast comes with God's power,
venetrating to 211 the dead.

Paul intends this record for our hope and comfort, not
for speculation. Ve cannot truly comprehend this great day.
Then timre and srace will cease. Ve can snly wait in antici-
pation.

Faul further describes the second coming of the Lord
Jesus in the words, " with the revelation of the Lord Jesus
from heaven in company with his power of angels in flaming
fire. " = The Lord Jesus will then be revealed visibly in
211 His glory, majesty, and power so4that every eye shall
see Him, also they that pierced Him. 2 Paul makes it plain
by the term “from heaven" thait it will be a2 visible descent

44 5 =
in glory. These words 77 5ur Ay oy indicate the
loczlity from whence He comes. He is now in Heaven at the
right hand of God and [Jis visible return shall be from that
place.
) ’ 7/ > -

The expression MET a{JJfJ.wV Juv&/.lzws o u7oV means

" in company with the angels of His power." The genitive

S uVAM Ews is not of quality but of possession. The

.power is His, not theirs. Christ's powver will be visibly

42, 1II Thessalonians 1, 7=8 a.

43. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the lew Testa-
ment, vol. 8, 395.

44. John Eadie, A Commentary on the rpisfle of Paul to
the Thessalonians, 239.




displayed in the zngels at His second coming.

The following points regarding the translation are
pertinent :

1) The margin of the AV presents the right translution,
but the versicn iteself hias "mighty angels." 'l‘heophylact ex-
plaine by using +}/1e Lollowmr' order : é“"d\f\é’“S Z‘f “‘J!ef\”

TOUT»SJTI éuuﬂ“m. ﬁut duTﬂU isto be construed with é\s\h\ﬂsws

J
and not with Agga,h.mu .

2) The Syriac translation translates it as " with the
power of his angels.™ This view has been followed by Dmusius,
llichaelis, Xoppe, and Hofmann. For this purpose they attach
djroa to the following 3, ﬁbﬂ‘bs SuwM,uS .« However ,
Suvé\/.us never has this weaning in the New Testament. The

1
crder of the words for this sense would have to be Yo ET L

§uv4/;u&w $ :(Melx WV 0T

Faul further states that the Lord will be reveiled in
flaming fire. He is revezled in a fire of flawe, not a dull
or veiled glow, but a radiance, bright, pure, and flashing,
burning with intense brilliance. This is a familiar symbol
of the divine presence and glory 28 is illustrated by the
cloud which guided Israel and the pillar of fire by night.

Panl states, " then the end, when he shall deliver the
Kingdom to the God and Father, when he zhall have abolished
a2ll rule and all authority and powe?." * It has been

maintzined that this passage shows that Paul conceives of

45, I Corinthians 15, 24-28.



the Kingdom not as peaceful blessedness, but as a struggle
with the angelic powers. One after ancther of these powers
will be overcome by Christ and His people until death shall
be robbed of its power. With the OVsréoming of death, it
46

is said, the Kessianic Kingdom cimeg to an end. Siri -
larities between this and the Apocalypse of Baruch are pointed
to. Thus chiliastic conclusions are drawn from the PASSATS.
But the millemnium is not referred to here. The following
exegesis will show the proper interpretation of this passage.

Two trcmendous acts here recorded constitute the end.
Paul says that the parousia with the resurrection ushers in
the end, namely the azbolition of all hostile powers and the
transfer of the Kingdom to God. This kingdom denotes the
rule of Christ, a2s He rales with His grace and gifts in Word
and Sacrament throughout the church. He received this rule
fror the Father ané at the end when all the work of grace is
finished according to the FPather's will, then Christ will
return this rule and authority with 211 that it has accom-
plished to the Father's hands. The one Creek article, “the
God and Father, " combines the two nouns as designations for
one and the same person. Christ, however, will not4$ail to

rule, even 28 the Father does not fail to rule now.

The verb K¢1T£f J“?U7W is the zorist subjunctive. The
/

456. albert Schweitzer, Pauline Epistles, 66-67.
47. .C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the Yew Testa-

ment, vol. 6, =88 ff.




‘f‘ :
addition of A 474 lends to the verb a perfective force,

" shall have put down utierly. " The aorist tense itself
has similar force; " ghall have completed® this act .
This tense in the second clausze conveys the thought that
the putting dowvn of all opposition precedes the action of
transferring the kingdom which was mentioned in the first
clause and which is expressed by the precent subdbjunctive.
Christ shall transfer the kingdom when He chall have
utterly abolished all opposition.

Paul goes on to say, " for he must reign until he
shall have put all his enemies under his feet." Here we
learn that a divine necessity lies in back of 211 of this.
Christ's rule as king must extend that far. The aorist
suojunctive rﬁEEa denotes completeness, " shall have put.”?
" All his enemies " defines who is meant by " all rule "
in verse 24. ¥ Under his feet " brings ocut the full force
of " sghall have abolished " of verse 24.

Paul says further, " as a last enemy the death is
abolished. " Death being perronified is here regarded as
an independent enemy. This abolition is not a separate act,
one following resurrection, but death shall be gone when the
bodies of the godly are raised. This means that what is
called death chall no longer exist. Death being dependent
on Satan and sin, and these being gone, so death the last
eneny too shall be destroyed.

The verb 547‘4(/)’6!?6“3! is the dramatic or prophetiec
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present. This tcnse startles and arrests, it affirms and
does not mercly predict. The abolition of the enemy, death,
shall thus bHe last and mark the final part of the zbolition
which leaves no enemy on the scene.

Panl states, " for, all things he did put under his feet."
By contrast man had lost his dominion and was in subjection.
By becoming one of us Christ gained the supremacy over =211
things. Christ has all things placed under his feet for our
sakes in order that He might restore us to our original and
high position. Xeath ecpecially exhibits man's loss of domi-
nion and this enemy ecpecially is conguered.

Panl adds, " but when he said, that all things have been
put in subjection, it is evident that this is wit}sthe excep-
tion of him who did subject unto him all things." Paul has
been quoting Psalm 8,6, and here he launches into an exe-
setical staterent explaining just how far "all khings" extend.
It ie God who cpeaks and Paul even restates the words. For
thie Paul uses the perfect. In the previous staterment the
aorist states the past fact while the perfect in the restate-
ment conveys the thought that this situation continues in
effect indefinitely.

Another interpretation presents this statevent of Paul's
by the use of a parenfheéis, " put when he (Chriet) shall
have said (to God at the last day) : ' all things are put in

subjection ! ' ( evidently excepting him that did subject all

48. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-
ment, vod. 6, 696.




SRR

i UG

39

things unto him) ; when I say all things have been subjected
unto him, then shall the Son also himself, etc." In this
way Christ is pictured as rendering His final report to the
Father stating the completion of iHis work. This arrangement
seceks to satisfy the aorist tensé and the perfect by using
the parentheses, andé by making the second :;WAV clause
resume the first ;/'FON .

This reading is rejected for the following reasons :

1) The subject at the deginning is changed from Cod
to Christ.

2) In this cumbersome sentence tne fact that all things
are subjecied to Christ is repeated three times. This is
unvarranted.

3) The aorist form is without linguistic necessity
pressed to mean " when he shall have said. "

4) The perfect form is taken as a line of action reach-
ing a point of termination. Its usual use is that of a point
of beginning extending in & line of effect.

5) Jﬁ)ov ﬂc-’z"/"! is taken to mean "evidently." This
is an unusual meaning.

Pinally Paul says, " now when all things have been sub-
jected to him, then also the Son himself shall subject him-
self to him that did subject all things to him,-- in order

that God may be all in all. "

49. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-
ment, vol. 6, 697.
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Regarding Christ's subjecting Himself to the Father,
some miintain this to be a proof of the subordination of the
Son to the Father. However, t-ue exegesis solves this prob-
lem. Firet of all, ‘he ¥ather has subjected all things to
Christ. It i=s the incarnate Christ %ho has 21l things made
subject to Him. The incarnate Son delivers the Kingdom to
His Tather at the end, lzys the completed work before Him,
and by thie act subjects Himself to the Father.

Ilodre roints out that the subjection of the Son to the
Watrer here means precisely what is there meant by His deli-
vering up the Kingdom to Cod even the Father. The thing
dgone, and the person who does it, are the same. The .sub=
jection here spoken of is not to be predicated of the eter-
nal Logos, the second Person of the Trinity anymore than the
Kingdom epoken of in verse 24 is the dominion which belongs
escentially to Christ as God. Finally Hodge says :

21
As there the word Christ designates the Thean-
thropos, mo does the word Son here designate, not

the Logos as such, but the Logos as incarnate,;and

ar the delivery of the kingdom or royal authority

over the universe committed to Christ after His

resurrection, is consistent at once with His con-

tinued dominion as God over all creatures, and with

His continued headship over His people; so is the

subjection here spoken of consistent witn His
eternal eguality with the Father.

Paul's closing statement shows that the Triune God in

unity will rule with all His glory throughout eternity.

50. Charles Hodge, Commentary on the Epistle of Paul
to the Thessalonians, 333.
51. Ibid.
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II1. The Resurrection of the Dead

The resurrection of Christ together with the Atonement is
the focal-point of Christian faith. It is the earnest seél

of His victory and the glorious portent of things to come.

Charles Feinberg says :

1

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ means
mich to every believers..., for it is his guarantee..
that he also will some day be raised from the dead...
Paul, proceeding upon the basis of the resurrection
of Christ and its apparent implications for those
who are in Him, goes on to show that the resurrection
of the believer is certain and secure.

Despite their various aberrations from clear Scriptural
dogma modern theologians 2ppear to be approaching a proper

evaluation of the resurrection of Christ. Hoyle says regard-

ing Barthianism :

2
Frem this point of view we may understand Barth's
vehement and frequent assertions in the "Rom.", that
the Resurrection is the Crisis of all history, the
turning-point of this age and the entrance of the
"coming age." %
Paul assures us that God raised His Son from the dead.

His object is to give the leading events regarding the death,
Vburial, and subsequent resurrection of Christ. The vital
points he raises and the good conclusive proof of Christ's

¥essiahship is His resurrection. Though men crucified Him

1. Charles Feinberg, "Pauline Theology," 3Bibliotheca
Sacra, vol. 95 (1938), 307-08.

2. R. Birch Hoyle, The Teaching of Karl Barth, 218.

3- AGtS 13, 30.
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and sealed the sepulchre to keep Him there God raised Him
4 , ’
from -mong the dead.

Paul further clearly states that God has given assur-
5
ance unto all men, in that he hath raised Him from the dead.

Here he reiterates the c¢laim to Christ's resurrection. It
6
confirms the truth of all his claims. He makes it very

plain that here is a close and blessed relationship between
the Father and the Son by saying that God rais ed Christ
from the dead. Jacobus states :
7
The resurrection of Christ is the great mira-

culous fact which declared Him to be the Son of God

with power, ( Rom. 1l,4) and attested His claim to be

the judge of the world. His resurrection also proved

that 2ll men would be raised; and this would Dbe the
judgment at His hands.

Furthermore, " which he wrought in Christ, when he
raised him from the dead." ; This shows the adequate mea-
sure of the exceeding greatness of God's power. By IHis
resurrection and subsequent ascension 8Christ was declared
to be the Son of God with power.g This exaltation of Christ
was the sign and pledge of the triumph of the Christian.
Clearly anc cistinctly Paul makes plain the dQCtrine of the
resurrection. He uses the expression, ga’ €t ;9 A S . Tnis

is the uniform teiching ofthe apostles, as will be noted

4. Nelanchthon Jacobus, Notes on the Acts of the Apostles,
244. ,
5. Acts 17, 3l.
6. FHoratio Hackett, A Comrentary on the Acts of the

Apostles, =224.
7. ’MEIanchthon Jacobus, Notes on the Acts of the

Apostles, 297.

8. Ephesians 1, 20.

9. Paul E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible,
vol. 4, 265.
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10
also in I Peter 1, 21. The particular act of raising

Chriest was t"e work of the Father. He raised Him from
the dead. By this act God demonstratéd His acceptance of
the Atonement. This in no way belies the fact that Jec=us,
as the Second Perczon of the Trinity, would well enough
have resurrected Himself.

Paul goes on to show that Jesus should be the first
that should rise from the dead.ll The fact that Jesus was
the first to rise from the dead is here emphasized. Christ
rose and reigns as the representative of His people. Jesus
is alco called the first-bhorn from the dead ( Co0l.1l,28:
Rev. 1, 5). He was the first who was raised from the dead
to immortal life ( Ps. 16,10.22.32.; Is. 53, 10). Lazarus
and others were raised miraculously, and many bodies of the
saints that slept arose and came out of their graves after
Hie resurrection. Jacobué says @

12
Hence He was “he first fruits of the risen
dead-~-as the first ripe stalks of the grain were
presented at the Passover as a pledce and ecarnest
of the pgreat harvesting that was fto follow.

Paul says further, " He that raised up Christ from the
13

" dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies." The aorist

participle indicates the historical fact. It isto be

noted that the official name " Christ " is now coupled with

10. Brooke Foss Westcott, St. Paul's Epistle to the
Iphesians, 26
11. Acts 26, 23.
12. Melanchthon Jacobus, Notes on the Acts of the Avostles,

398.
13. Romane 8, 1l.
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the personal name "Jesus," for as the one who had completed
his great tedemptive mission God raised Him up. This
Christ, with both of hie indissolubly united natures, now
dwells in ue. Likewise we ghall be guickened, our bodies
shall be discarded. These mortal bodies shall be maﬁe
alive by Him who raised up Christ's body. Jesus assures
the believer, " and I will raise Him up at the last day”

( John 6, 39.40. 44, 45).

In a rather lengthy discusseion Paul brings out the
rreat traths of the re ationship of Christ's resurrection
to our own.14 He does this in the fifteenth chapter of
First Corinthians. Paul alludes to the fact that if Christ
is riczen then there must be a resurrection of our bodies too.
The actual is surely possible.l5 The objection evidently
had been raised that the reunion of soul and body was a
second imprisonment. Paul goes on to shdw that if these
objectors proved anything they proved what no Christian
could adrit, that Christ did not rise from the dead.
Furthermore, preaching is useless without Christ's resurr-
ection. If the apostles preamched a risen and 1iﬁmng Savior,
and made His power to save depend on the fact of His ‘

resurrection, then their whole preaching was false and

worthless if Christ were still in the grave. The dead

camot save the living.

Higher criticism severely attacks this particular

14. I Corinthians 15, 12-23. _
15. Charles Hodge, Commentary on First Corinthians,

318 ff.
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statement of Paul's. This is evident from arguments advanced
by Rylands. He states that the words of I Cor. 15,12 are an
hypothesis whth which a writer would open an entirely new
subject. In verses 1-11 we have convincing evidence for
eye=-witness reborfs. If Paul knew thece verses he would

not hive given an zbstract, nypothetical argument. Such
procedure is "incredible'" if Paul wrote verses 1-11 is the

conclusion drawn. Rylands states @

18

He first gives evidence of a particular case of
resurrection from the dead-=-that of Christ; then he
opens & reneral argument on the subject as if nothing
had been previously said upon it: and supports his
arcument by a reference to the same particular case
of such a nature as to imply ignorance of the p»rev-
ious reference. The writer of 12 and the following
verses c¢-n neither have writien verses 1-11 himself
nor h:d them before him when he wrote.

This is nct deductive reasoning. It is reasoning based
on assumption--the assumption that Paul is not the author of
verses 1l-1l. TFurthermore, Rylinds assumes that Christ's
resurrection is a "legena.™ o However, the argument of
Paul is clear-cut, logical, and impfessive- in the opening
versee of this chapter Paul proves the resurrection of Christ
by evidence. In verse 12 he merely takes the condlusion drawn
as the basis for a further argument, viz. that the dead will

rise. Why Paul could not have reasoned thus is incredible

indeed ! To the believing Christian this presents no problem.

16. I.. Cordon Rylands, A Critical Analysis of the Four
Chief Pauline Epistles, 186-87.

17. 1Ibid., 184.
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Faul further assumes th:t to denf that the dead ricze
is to deny that Christ has risen. Consesuently the apostles
would be false witnesses. A man cannot admit Christ's resur-
rection and yet deny & general resurrection, because the thing
denied was ‘that the dead could rise. So the argument follows:
if the dead cannot rise, then Christ did not rise, for Christ
was dead. He further reasserts the inseparable commection
between these two events. If the thing is impossible then it
hars never happened.

There is another consegquence of the denial of Christi's
resnrrection. In verse 14 it was szid that if Christ did

4

not rise y??r faith is K EVWi, empty. Here it ;s said to
-be/ﬂ“ﬁ?fﬂ”’ , fruitlese. As Christ's resurrection is neces-
gsary to our justification ( Romans 4, 25 ), if he did not
rise, we ure not juétified. To deny the truth of the
resurrection then is to deny atonement and pardon, =and
hence justification.

A Tourth disastrous consequence is that all the dead
in Christ would thus be lost. Paul stutes; % they perished."
If Christ did not rise for the justification of those who

died in Him, they'found no advocate at the bar of God's

justice. They would have incurred the fate of those- who

"perish in their sins.

In verse 19 Paul states that if in this 1life only we

have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. FNot
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only the future, but also the present is lost to us, if
Christ is not risen. The expression g«d;o\l, only, h=:s
the following three explanations : t

1) Although standing at the end of a clause, it may
be connected with the words, " in this life." If all the
good we expect from Christ ie to be had in this life only,
then we are most miscrable, being subject to all manner of
persecutions and suffcrings, while non-believers are at
their ease.

2) It is connected with the word " Christ." This is
a natural constfuction, for *the words,"in Christ only,™
gt nd together. The sense is : 1f we have set our hopes
in Christ and He fails us, we are of all men moei miser-
able. However, this supposes the important clause,®if he
f2ils us," to be omitted. It also leaves the words, " in
this life," without impottance.

2) TRecent editors, following the older manuscripts,
place "in Christ" before the vetb and make "only" qualify
the whole clause. This would mean that if we have only
hored in Christ, and there is to be no fulfilling of our
hopes, we are more miserable than others. Or that if we
are only such ( nothing mcre than such ) as in life, and
act in death, have hore in Christ, complete misery is ours.'

The first explanation appears to be the best. The

apposition between the dead in verse 18 and the living in

18. Charles Hodge, Commentary on First Corinthians,

322.
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this verse indicates this. The Creek is :ftl&TTIKDTES EJ/ue'J,
which expresses not what we do, but what we are.
istians surely are not more miserable than other men, but
if you tuke Chricst away from Christians you take everything.
He is the source of their presént as well as future happiness.
Without Him they are yet in their sins, alienated from Zod,
without hope, and yet subject to all the particular trizals
characteristic of the Christian 1life, which especially in the
daye of persecution were mosl severe.
Paul tells us, " knowing, that He which raised up the
Lord Tesus, shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall pre=
sent (us) with you." 7y Paul thus assures us that the
resurrection of believers is as certain as the resurrection
of Christ, not simplv due to a promise of God, but because
of our glorious union with Christ. We are partakers of
Chrisi's 1life. As He lives, so do we also live. There is -
a contract between death in us and 1life in you (ve.12) .
Thue we trust th:t we too ghall share in that Risen Life of
20
Christ.
Some have helé the view that this passage is to be
taken figuratively, that it is a mere deliverance from dan-
gers. This view is rejected, because :
1) If a figurative sense is taken, the context or
nature of the passage must justifj and demand it. This is

not the case here. Zvervthing favors a liééeal interpretation.

19. II Corinthians 4, 14.
20. Robertson icoll, Expositor's CGreek Testament,
vol. 4, 63.

We are hopers.
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2) ‘'he figurawtive view would do violence to the
rassage and to the =2nalogy of Scripture. "To present us
with you" cannot be made to mean " to exhibit us with you
as rescued from danger."

3) 1his interpretation assumes that Paul expected to
survive the cecond coming of Christ and therefore could not
expect to be rauised from the dead. This is false. In this
particular connection Paul says that he longs to be absent
from the boay and present with the Lord.

Again, it is said that Paul maintains that he will be
raised up with Chriet, and this cannot be takean as referring
to a literal resurrection. Xven though this reading be
accepted, to be raised with Christ does not mean Lo be raised
contemporaneously with Him but in virtue of our union with

21
Hirme.

Apain Paul says, " for if we have been planted together
in the likeness of his death, we ghall be also in the like-
ness of his resurrection.” e The verbfﬂz’ means both to

bear and to grow. In this term is expressed the idea of inti-
mate union, and that is the idea which the word here is intend-
ed to express. The reference hefe emrhasizes the certainty
of seaquence, or causal connection. If the one thing haprens,

the other shall certainly follow.

Both from what precedes and what follows this verse, it

21, Charler Hodre, Exposition of the Second Epistle to
the Corinthians, 196.

22. Romans 6,5.



is clear that the reference here ic to = gpiritual rising
from the dead. The discussion re=lates to sanctification,

to the necess .ry connection between the de th of Christ
atoning for our sins and the sanctified lives of His follow-

ers. UHowever, reference to the future resurrecstion of the

o

ody ie not to be excluded. In Romans 8, 11 Paul shows that
the auickening of our mortal bodies is a necessary conseguence
of our union with Christ. Bantized into iIis death, conformed
to Him in 2 holy life here, and gloriously united with iHim

in an eternal life by the resurrection from the dead. Ais

He was, so too then shall we be.

Paul further says, " that I may know Him and the power
of his reﬂufrection, and the fellowship of nis sufferings,
being made conformable unto his death; if by anyzgeans I
might attain unto the resurrection of the dead." Paul's
use of the expression 70V *Vgﬁi‘is not merely to know,
but rather to recognize, fell, appropriate. Paul wants <o
recognize and feel the nower of Christ's resurrection as
the assurance of immortality. Paul then goes on to ex-
press his hone, here stated rather modestly, that he will
attain unto the resurrection of the dead. This is the
final resurrection of the righteous to a new and glorified
1ife. This meaning is supported both by the context and

the expression here used. It is interesting to note that

23. Fhilippians 3, 1l.
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the term used in reference to the general resurrection of

C -
all N) v&GTdd"iS 7wV “I&wav The exprescion used

of the resurrection of Christ and those who risc with Him
i
i generally AvVA CTATLS t‘K VtkfuN. The expression here is

furthier intensified by the substitution of E;ﬁ-qmrrdr;s
) I
for é‘%&id“?dn?is « This word does not occur elsewnere in
24
the New Tegtamente.

Janl tells ne that we are not to sorrow as those who

have no hope. If we believe that Jesus died and rose again

25
even so those who sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.

Then he goes on tc refer to those who are alive and remain
unto the coming of our Lord.

There should be nc grief at the lo ss of a lovei one,
for they who sleep have not ceased to be, and they will
appear with Christ. Xadie says :

26
The death and resurrection of Christ are pri-
m2ry objects of belief, the one event being the
complement of the other, the resurrection proving
that the purpose of the death had been accompliched,
that the self-oblation had been accepted, that salva-
tion had been provided in fulness anc freeness, and
hat mortality had been conguered. The two events
are often connected in the New Testament (Romans vi).
To die is to rise again. They die, and they cer-
tainly shall rise wgain from their connection with
Him-~the organic union of the wembers with the Head.

~

P
Ve note, that the apostle does not merely say 5J/€/951

here, but wishes te say more than that. He associates their

to the Thessalonians, 149.

24. J.B.Lichtfoot, St. Paul's Epistle to the Philippians,

148.
25. 1 Thessalonians 4, 13-15. :
26. John Tadie, A Commentary of the Epistle of Paul




ELILE GRS

}'I

S

52

27
resurrection with the second coming of Christ. It is here

implied that the believers are already raised (ve. 16) and
are then brought with Christ. Thus the believers are brought
in Christ's train at His appearance and coming. The apostle
here is not teaching about Christ's coming, and its mode ,
but rather of the departed and their coming again with Christ.
Throughout his writings Paul gives us assurance of our
resurrection. Before the Great Council, noting the presence
of the Sadducees, Paul emphasizes the fact that concerning
the great questiion of the resurrection he is called into
the council.28 f%Fﬁéﬂfiql may be translated " I am being
dddged."‘ This is not a Eourt session or trial. The charges
of the preceding day had been that Paul was introducing a
new religion. - Now he takes opportunity to show that he
merely teaches according to their 0ld Testament faith, their
heritare, the promise of a resurrection to their fathers,
the promise that Abraham believed in. It is possible that
his reason for crying out was a clash that arose betyeen
the Sadducees and Phariseee.29
Does Paul here refer to a future resurrection or Christ's
resurrection ¢ Certainly both are inseparably bound together

and a reference to one involves the verity of the other. If

each of the terms used here is taken separately then the

27. John Eadie, A Commentary of the Epistle of Paul to
the Thessalonians, 189.
280 Acts 25, 60 ;
29. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testament,

vol. 4, 932.




53

reference may be regarded as referring to Jesus' resurrection.
7 a
But if they are inseparably connected to & A 77/S , the

future resurrection is meant. However, the resurrection of
30
Jesue was to the apostle the primary matter of importance.

In this connection Jacobus says :

It may read : " concerning , or for t‘he sake g}
a hope, and(even) a resurrection of the dead." The
idea is that the great point at issue in hies trial
was a hope, as involved in the doctrine of the
resurrection, a hove which is the Christisan hope.
This doctrine is vital in the Christian system for
iff Christ be not risen, " our faith is vain"--there
is no salvation wrought out and attested by thies seal
of His resurrection; and then vesides, " we are yet
in our sins"--there is no remission by tne blood=-
shedding of Christ, as we hope ( I Cor. 15, 12 ).

“hen Paul stood before Felix he pointed out that it
wase concerning the resurrection of the dead that he was
being tried.32 Here Paul points out that his statement
on the resurrection was the only thing his accusers had to
bring up, certainly the last thing a prosecutor of the Jews
could call a crime, for this would involve‘many Jewe. Further,

Paul was thus substantiating the statement of the chiliarch's

letter, thatthe trouble was concerning cententions about
33
their religious law. However, Jacobus points out a yet

more strategic and convincing pointto Paul's entire

statement

30. John Lange and Philip Schaff, A Commentary on the

Holy Scrintures, vol. 20, 409.
31. Helanchthon Jacobus, Notes on the Acts of the

Apostles, 359.
32. Acts 24, 21.
33. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testament,
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34
Here again he repeats before the Jewish leaders
his profession of that vital doctrine which was
illustrated in the case of the ilessiah, a foundation
fact of Christianity, at the same time proving Christ's
Messiahship, and sealing Christianity as Divine, =so
that the whole Christian system was involved in this
-doctrine of the resurrection.

St. Paul points out that the prophets, the inspired

writers of the 0ld TestaQent allowed that there is a resur-

35
rection of the dead both of the just and the unjust. Thus

Paul gives assurance that the hope of the resurrection is
established as a doctrine, the glory of which did not arise
for the first time in the New Testament.

Lange-Schaff's Commentary states :

36

This pgolaen thread of eternal life, on the con=-
trary, through the whole of t:e Hew Testarent. The
Creator, who animated the dust of the ground with
llis breath--the covenantal God, who made an ever=-
lasting covenant ( Gen. 17,7 ) with Abraham, Isaac,
and. Jacob, is not a God of the dead, but of the
living... It is , however, true, that in the case
of Paul, this hope first of all acquired a firm £
foundation, and was endowed with life and productive
power through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead ( II Tim. 1,10 ).

Furthermore, this resurrection of the dead bodies, both
of just and unjust, is not confined, as some allege, merely
to the just, nor dées it give allowance to the idea of any
annihilztion of the wicked but rather includes the resurrection

37
of both, which then involves also a state of retributiop.

34. lelanchthon Jacobus, Notes on the Acts of the
Agostles’ 374-75-

35. Acts 24, 15.

36. John Lange and FPhilip Schaff, A Commentary on the
Holy Scriptures, vol. 20, 423.

37. Helanchthon Jacobus, Notes on the Acts of the
Apostles, 373.
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Val 9:L}~f:7 here has the future infinitive, a peri-

phrastic future. One doesn't 1dok for a hope, but rather
simply accepts it. Here Paul turns the tables om his accu-
sere. The Pharisees stood in the forefront in the acceptance
of the doctrine of the resurrection. In this respect they
were no sect, but the Sadducees, who rejected, were. Thus
the term "sect" recoils on Tertullus, who ha:d tried to
fasten that label on Pau1.38

Paul askis, " why is it thought to be incredible that
God should raise the dead % W3? fThe expression used here
by Paul refers interrogatively to the object. Thus its
meaning would be "whether" rather than "that." Thus he
who deems it inéredible denies its reality. The tense
of "raise" is gignificant. It is not preterite referring
to Christ's resurrection. But it is present, showing that
the question does not refer to a special historical event,
but to the conception of a general character, to an abiding
attrfbute or power of Goa.4o

This question is addressed to the conscience of all

who deny the resurrection. Thus such are reminded to o

examine the Foundation, if there be such, of their unbelief.

38. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testament,

vol. 4, 966-67.

39. Acts 26, 8.

40. John Lange and Philip Schaff, A Commentary on the
Holy Scriptures, vol. 20, 441.

41. Ibid. 4. 44%7.
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Paul vividly describes the manner of our resurrection.
He says, " the dead in Christ sh2ll rise first. Then we

which are 2live and remain shall be caught up together with
42

them in the cloude to meet the Lord in the air." The

question is not by what means the dead shall rise, but the
43 —~

relation they bear to their Redeemer. WUP w T oV has a

distinct purpose in the claure, for it solves a problem among
the Thessalonians. The first result of the advent shall be
the raising of the dead in Christ, the believers. Thus the
apostle refere to the two great results of Christ's coming :
the resurrection of the dead saints and the assumption of
the living saints-44 This, of course, refers to a bodily
resurrection, for a resurrection of souls would be impossible.

Some have sought to idenfify the reference here with
the resurrection referred to in Rev. 20,6 and thus find
proof for the teaching of a first resurrection ( Pelagius,
Ambrosiaster, nstius, Turretin, and Olshausen). This is
rejected for the following reasons 2

1) If the prophetic picture of the Apocalypse is a '
literal resurrection, it is confined to the martyrs.

2) The first resurrection is that of souls d4nd is in
contrast to the second death which is the "lake of fire," -
referfed to in Revelations 20. Are the martyrs only to

escape the second death ? That death is the eternal sever-

42. I Thessalonians 4, 16b=17a.

43. John Eadie, A Commentary of the Epistle of Paul to
the Thessalonians, 166 ff.

44. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New

Testament, vol. 8, 343.
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ance of a soul from Cod.

Furthermore, there if no reference to the resurrection
of unbelievers. Their dentiny is not explained and thue
left under awful shadow. Oecumenins has explained this by
saving that Paul's primary purpose here was to console and
enlighten the Thessalonian church. Another has said that
the wicked £hall be raised with their presenf bodies and that
in the reneral conflagration of the world they shall be de-
stroyed. Vowever, there is no implication of such a thing
in this passage. KXarsten has =aid that the wicked 2re raised
to be disembodied. This, too, has no Scrintural weight. The
first reason cupggested is, however, tenable. ( Cf. Page 101 ).

The adverb "then" chows the close connection between
the roicing of the dead saints and the rapture of the living
saints.45 Both are simultaneously lifted up in one band to
meet the lLord. Though the dead are prior in resurrection,
the living are not‘posterior oto them in this action.

The "air" designates the place of meeting, probably the
space between the earth and firmament of heaven, as it is
probably to the air, that the Lord descends. from heaven.

So it ig into the air that all the saints are caught up into
the company of the Lord.46 Cloude are often associated with

the Livine presence ( Ps. 104,3; Nahum 1,3; Acts 1,9: lLatt.

24, 30: 26, 64 ). This event in some way corresponds in

45. John Eadie, A Commentery on the Epistle of Paul

to the Thessalonians, 168.
46. International Critical Commentary, vol. 37, 176.
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majesty to Him anc Kie coring. Vhile the Lord descends
the believers are czught up in His progrese to meet Him.
S0 Cod bringes them with Him. The Christian will not meet
the Loré through the alir nor does it refer Lo heaven, nor
to the heaven of believers. The New Testarent does not
teach this. This passaze says nothing about the Christian
meeting God in heaven 28 He leaves it nor on earth if He
come down to it,; Dbut between heaveh and earth in the air,
which, in our imagination, is the way to glory. Here Paul
affirme nothing of the judgment or the admiasion to final
blessedness.

Te shall ever be with the Lord. As a consejuence of
being caught away to meet Him in theiair we are to meet
and never more part from Him. 7The fellowship of the be-
lievers and their Lord is the everlasting suvurce of their
Jjoyli Vhat a blessed thought !

Here it is shown that those who survive to the aAdvent
do not die, but rather as Paul tells us, we shall not all
die, but we shall all be changede.

Paul reminde the Roman Christians that suffering with
Chriet is the way appointed by God to bring them to glory.
Panl says that he reckons ( counts, regards, estimates )
that the sufferings of this time are insignificant with

47 :
repard to future glory. Paul was well qualified to say

47. Romans 8, 18.
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this. He had endured the preatest sufferings and also
had been fauvored with a sight of the glory of heaven.48
The present is a time of suffering. This world is a field
of hattle to the believers. 3But such suffering ie limited
to the present time. Life is compared to a flower that
comes forth and is cut dom,snd to a shadow which fleeth
and conZ;nueth not. The expression "worthy" refers to
weight. It is not weiphty in reference to or comparison
with. Purther, as the glory so outweighs the suffering, the
idea of merit must be excluded. It is not the ground or
basie upeon which eternal life is bestowed.

The vorblﬁlé}~Lcﬁ)d¥ivsoindicates confident expectatio?
and aleo speedy revelation. The Wew Testament use of 50’&‘:{
is borrowed from the Hebrew ™ ':r?rl' (2 ‘133 Eple_ndor-
magnificicnee, excellence. The idea of glory in the presence
of Co¢ is founded unon the idea of light or splendor in His
presence. Light is often usea in the Bible as the image of
hapoviness. Referring to this glory Haldane says :

51
Though yet concealed, it is already in exist-
ence, its discovery only is future. Now it is

veiled from us in Heaven, but ere long it syall be
revealed. God is the source of ineffable light ,
joy, knowledge, power, and goodness. He is the
sovereign good and will communicate IHimself to
them that behold Him, in a way that is incompre-
nensible.

48. Robert Haldane, Lxposition of ithe Epistle to the
Romene, 374. :

9. Charles Hodge, Commentary on the Epistle to the
Romans, 268.

50. ioses Stuart, Commentary on the Epistle to the
Romans 364.

5i. Robert Haldane, Exposition of the Epistle to the

Romans, 375.
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Contemplation of thi=z glory is the earnest éxpectation
of the believers. Faul saye, " for the earnest expectztion
of the :rggture waliteth for the manifestztion of the sons
of Cod." It i¢ important here to deternine the meaning
of "creationY in the particular commection and by the teach-
ings of Holy Secripture. Here the whole creation together
with the believers is.represented as being burdened, longing
for deliverance. This is conegistent with the context and
the analorcy of Scriptwre.sa It is the purpose of Paul to
impress upon the believers the greatness of the glory of
which *ther are to be subjects. It is common to represent
the whole creation as a sentient being, rejoicing in God's
favor, trembling at lis anger, speaking aloud Hie praise.
Isaiah said ( 55,12 ) , " The mountains and hills shall
break forth before you into sianging, and all the trees of

he fields shall clap their hande." What Paul here teaches
ic that the subjection of the creature to the bondage of
corruption is not final or hopeless, but that the whole
creation is to share in the glorious liberty of the children
of God.

Paul roes on to give three reasons why the creature thus
awaits in expectation : the creature is now subject to van-
ity, this subjection is not voluatary gzt iz imposed by God,

and it was never designed to be final.

52. TRomans 8, 18=-23. g :
53. Charles ﬁbdge. Cormentary on the Zpistle bo the

Romans, 271 ff.

5‘1- Ibid-
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The historical aorist is used here and refers to the
fall of man. '"Vanity" expresses phrsical frailty. The
jidea expressed here is antithetical to that expresced by the
word "glory." Thus it distinguishes the cresture in his
present state from ites original condition and from its
glorious future. The inanimate creature was a passive
sufferer, sharing in the curse resting on man for his apos-
tasy. This cannot be said, however, for the sinner.

Regaraing the expected deliverance Haldane says 3

55

The creature then has been subjected to the
indipgnity which it now suffers in hope that it
#ill one day be delivered from the bondage of
corruption, and partake of the glorious freedom
of the children of God. This hope was held out
in the sentence pronounced on man, for in the
doom o1 our first parents, the divine purpose
of nroviding a deliverer was revealed. We know
not the circumstances of this change, how it
will be effected, or in what form the creation--
those new heavens and that new earth, wherein
dwelleth richteousness, suited for the z2bode
of the sons of God=--shall then exist; but we
are sure that it shall be worthy of the divine
wisdom, «lthough at present beyond our compre=-
hension. ;

Paul goes on to say that the subjection of the creature
is not hopeless because it shall be delivered from corruption.

The bondage of corruption referred to means the state of

~derradation or frailty 2s referred to before. They shall

be delivered or liberated into the glorious liberty of the

children of God, that which is connected with the glory

56. TRobert aldane, Exposition of the IZpistle to the
Romans, 381. .
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which is the end result of Christ's work of redemption. The
creature is to be partaker in some way, accoréinz to 1t§
nature, of the gloriles in raserve for the sons of ’_‘rod.5b
Paul confirme his affirmation by saying that the whole
creation groans and travails in pain until now. The verbs
used denote the matual and universal sighing and sorrowing
of mankind. The verb govw S:ilé.i suggzests the travail
out of which ithe new world is to be boru. Finally, raul
points out th:t this situation has been in force up unti}?
5
now, the present, without stopping, ever since the beginning.
faul further says that we Christians together with all
crestion long for this glorious day. e have the first
fruits of the Spirit. The term here used refers to the
evidence anld assurance of the =ecurinz ofthe whole harvest.
Thus 2 pledge ies involved as well as the priority. It does

58
not refer to those wno were firsi coaverted.

ne zre but children of the inheritance, awaite

‘J-
)

”m

Y. =5
Lar 30

ing the fulfilling of the promise. That was expressed in the
foregoing verse by "manifestation of the song of Cod" is
given here by the “erm "adoption.” The prime character of
this event itz the redemption of our bodies. This shows the
great stirees that Paul laid upon the resurrection, when our

vile bodies shall be changed 2nd pgt into a beautiful glor-

ious estate. This is the end, 2im, and object of our waiting

56. loses Stuart, _Commentary on the Lpistle to the

Romans', 373,
= 57. Robertson Nicoll,Expesitor's Greek Testament,vol.2,850.

58. Charles Hodge, Commentary on the =pistle to the
Romans, 276. :
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in expectation. This is the focal point of the Christian

view : deliverance from the vody of this deatih to be fash-

0

ioned like unte iim. This expectation on the part of the
believer now lecads us into & discussion of thé actusl con-
cummation of the time when thie change shall actually take
place.

Panl Tollows out a schere or gradation in diecussin

(e

the vodiec of ren. Piret of all, he compares the body to:

‘igcusges first the kernel of zgrain

(o))

seed which is sown. He
and then celertial and terrestrial ' bodles in general. Paul
does nol opeak of bodies, one class of which we cannot see,
whose glory ie hidden from our view, which we cannot even

imagine: Luat about bodies , all of which we oursegves can

see, and both kinds of which we can compare at to their

The guestion arises : * when the disembodied soul
comes Torih and enterse the s0dy whence and of what materials

shall that body bs " Paul gives the'following analogy :
1) the new body chall not be identical with the vreseat one.
2) it shall be organically conunected with the present body.
The buried body is resuscitated, and the continuity g§ the
personzlity on ite corporeal side shall be unbpoken.

Conybeare and lowson quote Dr. Burton of Oxford as

59. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New
Testament, +vol. &, 725.
50. Cecorge Stevens, Pauline Theology, 349.



64

maintaining that Paul hcreegives proof that we zhall not
rise with our same bodies. ; He deduces this frow the
statement in which Faul comparee death and resurrection as
the planting ané flowering of 3 seed. The seed is not the
same at the plant. lowever, he is not justified in this
deduction. aul states reparding the bodles of the dead :
" it is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.®
Issentially, in emsence our bodies will be the same. 3But
Panl teaches an all-pervading change in the bodies of the
dead, eimilar to the change the seed experiences when it
ie planted, buds, and grows. This in no way shows that we
rise with diffsrent bodies.

Paul rzises the question & " how gre the dead raised

6
and with what bodies do they come ? * In order to show
that the same vody will not come Torth, but that a_change
will be effected, Faul appeals to the varying bodies  in
nature. UYe numes : animal flesh, hezvenly and earthly
63

bodies, and the lustre of the sun, moon, and stars.

The reference to heavenly bodies has received varying
interpretations-64 Some refer it to angels, and assume
that either thev have bodies or the reference is to“the

forms they take wnen they aprear to men. att. 28,3 tells

us, " His countenance was like lightning and his raiment

6l. W.J. Conybeare and J.S.Howson, Life and Epistles
of St. FPaul, 478. e

2. 1 Corinthians 15, 35-53. 2

63. leinrich Meyer, Critical and Txegetical Handbook
to the New Testament, vol. 5, 375=76. §
3o 64. Charles Ebage, Coémentagz on First Corinthians,
245=-46. ‘




eg white as snew." This view, however, iz antibibliecal

and s=peculative. Cthers say that these are the bodies of

the saints in heaven. The common interpretation, nowever,
takes the reference to mean the sun, moon, and stars. .ippeal
is made to the following verse as proof from the context that
thie is meant. The sun, moon, and stars mentioned in this
verse are evidently included in the heavenly bodies there
intended.

Both kinds of bodies, the heavenly and the earthly, are
of different corts of particular glory. The stars and all
the heavenly bodies, by God's creation, have a glory which
differs from that of the bodies in this world, though the
bearity of the latter in the manifold miracles of nature can
well compare with ihcm. Finally, the heavenly bodies differ
arons: therseives in heauty and brighiness, the sun, the moon,
and the riars exhibiting a variety of glory which rust 2;
recognized at once. All are glorious , but in degrees.

Thie shows the degrees of glory that will be experienced dy
our bodies in the resurrection.

Poul now malkes application of these staterents with
the words : " go alco is the resurrection of the dead." Ile
returns to his original statements that it ie zown even as
5 seed is placed into the soil. Paul makee four contrggts-

) -
In three of +hem he nses £V phrases, in the fourth adjec-

tives. @Fach phrase describes the condition of the bhody

45. Daul T. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Eible,
vol. 4, 155. :

6. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the ie
Testament, vol. 6, 727.
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when it is buried and then when it is raised. ZEach time <;V
states what is connected with the body, the idea being that
of sphere, enclosing the entire body. HNow it is a corrup-
tible body, constantly tending to decay, subject to disease
and death, and destined to entire dissolution. But hereafter,
it will be imperishable, free from all imourity, and incapable
of decay.67

Certainly, dead bodies are in dishonor. Its decompo-
sition causes one to shrink from it in horror. A% the
resurrection it appears in glory, the body itself made glor-
ious, like that of Christ's at the transfiguration, radiant
and shining. The body truly is sown in weakness. It doesn't
have enough strength to draw a single breath. Lenski aptly
points out, " helpless lies the dead boéy. wholly a prey
to nature's elements.® B At the resurrection it is raised
in power. This is not the same power as we have in our
present bodies, but transcendent power, beyond all that our
minde can now conceive.

Finally, Paul speaks of the natural body and the spiritual
body, material and irmaterial. The Greek expresses the imma-
terial by qu)&m{‘ and mrveﬁ}ua. The natural body'plaied
into the grave is that which was animated by the Y’ﬂﬂ’ﬂ >

This lifeless body is a natural body. In the resurrection it

comes forth completely changed, a spiritual body. The new

67. Charles Hodge, Commentary on First Corinthians,
347.

68. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-
ment, vol. 6, 728.
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body is such now that in all aspects it is now a proper
organ for the spirit.

Then Paul refers to the first Adam. Paul wants to point
out that when he speaks about a natural body, this is the
very way in which the Scriptures themselves .speak in Gen.2,7,
where there they say that Adam became a living soul. Then
he says further that the last Adam became a life-giving °
spirit. At the beginning of this chapter Paul shows that
Christ is the last Adam and a life-giving apirit.eg

There is a parallel between these two, yet many great
differences. Both are progenitors, yet the one is a pro-
genitor of only a natural, the other of a spiritual race .
From the one we receive only a natural body, from the other
a spiritual body. The first Adam left us on the lgw level
of sin and brought about the need for the coming of the
second to destroy sin and death. In the term "life@giving"
lies the concept "life." 7Y t':ﬂd ig the heavenly life-giving
princinle which never dies but asecends to glory and blessed-
ness.

Lenski maintaine in the statement concerning Christ
that we must supply 2[ 6";/6'7"’0 "became," an historical aorist.
In His resurrection and glorification Christ literally and

histdrically'became the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.

69. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New
Testament, vol. 6, 733 ff.
70. Ibid.



This term designates Christ in relation to us. He is the
fountain of spiritual life. As the one who died for us and
rose again He now brings back life and immortality.

Then Paul goes on to say that the natural precedes the
spiritual. This enunciates a general lazw. The lower pre-
cedes the higher, the imperfect the perfect. Adam's earthly'
state was prepara’'ory to a heavenly one. The present life
is a seed time, the harvest is hereafter.71 Paul further
illustrates this. He says the f?rst man is earthy. The
second is the Lord from heaven.vz %hat Paul me:zns by
saying those of the earth are earthy is that the descen-
dants of Adam quite naturally inherit an earthly body from
him. Those who are Christ's are to have a body fashioned
like unto His glorious body.

Paul says that as we did bear the image of the earthy
one, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly one. The.
verb is f ¢/ g , a stronger form, which designates usual
ﬁnd continuous bearing. In contrast with the aorist Paul
places the =ave verb in the future, " we shall Bear." BSoth
tenses are viewed from the moment of the resurrection at
the last day. Then both are true. As we did bear the image

of the earthy one, now we shall bear forever the image of

71. Charles Hodge, Commentary on First Corinthians, 351.

72. Authorities are equally divided regarding the ex-
pression , some saying it should be omittgé.Either
way it does not affect the meaning. However, it is interesting
to note that the early Gnostics used this point to maintain
that Christ was really not born of the Virgin Mary, thus
destroying the human nature of Christ. However, the text ;
merely makes asseveration that Christ was of heavenly origin.

( cf.” Charles Hodge, Commentary on First Corinthiams, 352.)
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73
the heavenly one.

Paul finally says that flesh and blood cannot inhegtt
God's Kingdom, nor does corruption inherit incorruption.
OQur body as now constituted cannot inherit the kingdom of
heaven. The perishable cannot be imperishable. This leads
the apostle to the thought thi.t if our bodies are to Dbe
immortal and imperishable they must be changed.74 kgpecially,
in the following verse does he show the certainty that even
those who taste not death must experience a body change. This
point that Paul makes is also in keeping with the idea of a
mystery : not all die, but all will be ehangéd. All of us
upon thist‘s return in order to enter liis Kingdom need not
firet f211 asleep, but while alive shall experience this
glorious change, as leyer putsvét, " so that oqr‘fﬁX’“sV GwpH
shall become a wVguwMdaT! m-} oM

Paul's statement that this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal immortality is a re-emphasis.
It is impossible that corruption should inherit incorruption.
There must be a change. Incorruption muet replace gorrup-
tion, and immortality mortality. -

Paul says, " who will change the fashion of the body

Z aorist sub=-

73, Textual evidence generally favors the aoris
Junctive , which here would be hortative. How-
ever, here the context decides the matter, since Paul begin-
ning to speak in the resurrection moment would hardly return
to the rresent time so suddenly. The and - were sgme- 5
times confused in copying. ( Cfi Réc.gagninski. The Interpre
tation of the Wlew Testament, vol. &, - :

T4 Charies Hodge, Esémenta on First Gorinthians, 353.

75. Heinrich Heyer, Critical and BExegetical Handbook

to the New Testament, vol. 5, 386.
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76
of our lowliness to conform to the body of his glory. "

This 187% very clear statement regarding the change of our
bodies. In verse 10 Paul describes our body as "the body
of lowliness" (qualifying genitive) as the body in  the
"fellowship of his sufferings being conformed to his death."
At last it shall be "conform(predicate adjective) to the
body of his glory" (qualifying genitive). The change will
be so complete that our body shall be like Christ's own
glorified body.

Paul goes on to say how the Lord shall be able to do
this. It is in accord with the working of His being able
even to subdue to Himself all things that exist. The infini-
tive is the descriptive genitive used as a noun, " energy
g0 that he is able." He who has the power to subdue all the
universe to Himself will raise up our dead body in glory with
His omnivotence.

Fhilosovhers have tried to explain this. It is truly
an esoteric concept. Bodies burned to abhee, bodies devoured
by wild animals, bodies corrupted in the grave, how can they
be restored ! Some answers are given : God conserves only
a germ and brings that forth, God creates an entirely new
body, or God merely leaves the souls of the saved bodiless
like the angels. However, all of these ideas are mere specu-

iation. There is but one answer regarding the glorious

76. Philippians 3, 21. .
77. The vng “reféshion“ gignifies the change of the

= : , irit
outward fashion, the sensible vesture 1n which the human &P
ie clothed. (Gf: International Critical Commentary, vol.36,120.)
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change of the reesurrection mofn : God's omnipotence.

The Jews taught a restoration of the present body. Faul
ghowe that there will be an organic connection with the pres-
ent body. There is a change of substance, but not of per-
sonal identity. DPaul's conception is the figure of the
geed-corn in I Corinthians 15. Newman Sﬁyth in Q0ld Faiths

in New Light is quoted by the International Critical Commen-

tary as follows :

78
There is & rezl connection or some correlation
between the nresent and the future embodiment, but
not identity of substance. The life, the principle
of 1ife, the individuality of it, shall remain un =-
broken, but "the matter of life," as the physiolog-
iste sayv, £hall be changed.

The tendency smong many modern theologians has been to

deny the idea of a bodily resurrection. The Auburn Affirma-

tion is an example of this tendency. The implication of
this document is that the resurrection of Christ is not
necessarily a bodily one, and that the bodily resurrection

is only one of many theories. Denial of the bodily resurr=-
ection of Christ naturally negates the general bodily resurr-
ection. Rian very effectively refutes thisp positién by
showing that if the bodily resurrection is only a theory
then I Corinthians must be mistaken, becamse it is devoted

almost exclusively to a discussion and proof of the

78. International Ciitical Commentary, vol.36, 120.
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resurrection of Christ and the assertion that the resurrection
of Christ is a bodily one. It further mzkes of no clain the
words of Christ to His disciples, " handle me and see, for a
epk#it hath not Tlesh and bones, as ye see me have.”(Luke 24,39).
There is no other theory implied in the Ecripturés » and all
branches of Christendom in ﬁheir creede teach a bodily
resurrection of Chriet.79

Paul points out that this chenge will be effected very
suddenly, " in a woment, in the twinkling of an ey€...... we
shall be changed."ao The repetition of the phrase here
emphasizes the suddenness.81 in «;;ﬂyﬂou is something that
cannot be cut or divided. This certainly excludes the
possibility of those still alive having first, perhaps to
die at the parougia in order to come into the r esurrection
life.82 The reference to a twinkling of an eye mcans
literslly : the cast, glance, or glimpse of an eye. A4S
the creaiive acte in Genesis, which includes also the anima-
4tion of Adam's body, weré instantaneoufsly timeless, so
will be the final change of our bodies when Christ comes at
the lazst trump. Finally, from this verse we also learn
that God Himself gives the signal, determines the moment

83
when this glorious change shall come to pass.

79. Edwin H. Rian, The Presbyterian Conflict, S51.

80. I Corinthians 15, 52.
81. R.C.H.Lenski, Thé Interpretation of the ¥ew Testa-

ment vol. 6, 754.

82. Heinrich leyer, Critical and Exegetical Handbook
of the New Testament, vol. D, 386.
T R S S B Len;ki, The Interpretation of the Wew
Testament, vol. 6,766.
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A complete victory will be manifested when all these
things have occurred, as Paul says, " death is swallowed up
in victory-“a4 The point here is that not only shall
those over whom death has triumphed, and those whom he
had so loag detained in the prison of the grave, be deli-
vered from death's prasp, but death itself shall be no
more. 1t shall be destroyed.

The passage quoted is Isaiah 25, 8 , " He will swallow
up death in victory." In Hebrew the literal meaning of
the last word is "forever." However, the sense is the same.
The victory over death is complete and fina1-85

Ten Paul breaks forth into the statement, " where,
death, is thy victory ? where, death, thy sting ¢ " The
reference is to Tomea 13, 14. No quotation is intended,
only an adaptation. The Hebrew reads, " O death, I will
be thy plagues : O sheol, I will be thy destruction. “

The Septuagint has it , " O deatﬁ, where is thy punishment?
¥here thy sting, O hades ?" Paul chooses the latter sand
the effect is not changed. Paul is concerned here with the
concept : death. Hosea has Jehovah announce the utter
abolition of death, so Paul does well to appropriate Hosea's

words when he himself declares theﬁdestruction of death in

86
the resurrection at the last day.

84. I Corinthians 15, 54-57. ! ‘
85. Charles Iodge, C;mmentarv on First Corinthians, 367.

86. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the Hew
Testament, vol. 6, 762=-G3.
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Paul sees death forever congquered. IHe csings a song
- of triumph over the vanguished foe. The expression "where"
ie both interrogative and exclamatory, and implies the
answer, " nowhere." Pail images to himself‘death as a
beast with a deadly sting. Thissting is lost. Thus Paul
means to say : thou death stingeet no more, for no one
dies henceforth. Thou death hast lost the victory, for the
‘power of eternal 1life has won it over_thee.87

Furthermore, " the eting of the death~-sin; the
power of the sin--the law."® The full impact of the thought
here ig given by the nouns. Sin is the murderous weapon
of death. Take it away, and death is harm}ess- The term
used for ein here is that of missing the m:rk, that which
is met by God's law. 8in ies always connected with the
law. The law sets the mark and when sin misses its mark,
it obtaing its final reaction. Sin tries to thrust the
law and God anide,. as if they were not. In this way the
law becomes the death-power of the sin. With invincible
power it strikes and kills-as Thus the law is the power .
of £in for two reasons : 1) without law there would be
no sin (Rom. 4,15). 2) if there be no law there can be

89

nc condemnationlt

Finally, Paul exclaims, " but to God thanks, to him

that gives the us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."

87. Heinrich Meyer, Cittical and Fxegetical Iandbook
of the New Testament, vol. 5, 389. . %

88, R.C.H. Lenctki, The Interrretation of the Xew
Testament, vol. 6, 766.
T~ 85. Charles Hodge, Commentary on First Corinthians,
359.
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The author of the miraculous change which Paul describee

is the Triune Zod. The victory bestowed on us is obtained
now. e receive it Trom God in ever-increasing measure .
The last phrase names the Victor as the ma(ium‘ through
whom the victory-gift DLecomes ours. Te note that Paul
uses the full personzl and official name of Jesus. This
expresses faith, confession, and adoration on the
Believers! part.go It is alone through' Jesus, our Lord

and Savior, that these marvelous achievements could

become ours.

90. R.C.T. Lenski, The Interpretation of the Jew
Testament, vol. 6, 767=68.
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IV. The Judgment

As Cod has appointed certain times and certain locations
to every nation, so He has set a final judgment for all men.
Paul speaks of this, " inasmuch as he set a day in which he
is about to judge the inhabited earth in righteousness in the
person of a man whom he ordained, having furnished assurance

1
to all by having raised him up from the dea'czi. u It will
be a judgment acknowledged by men as right. The reference

to the world means literally the inhabited world, and thus

would include all men.
An outstanding feature of this judgment as that a man

3
is to judge the world. Té the God-man has beeq entrusted

this duty of judgment. He who alone is both God and man
is to be the judge. St. John tells us that God has given

Him authority to execute judgment, also because he is the

Son of man. He was ordained or designated by God to do this

who also set the day for its occurrence. Furthermore, the

resurrection of Christ is the great miraculous fact which

l. Acte 17, 31. :
2. R.C.H. ienski. The Interpretation of the New Testa-

ment, vol. 4, 732.

’3- The’Greeks held that men were made Jjudges in gheth
world of spirits. They were demi-gods, deified afterA eatlés
( Cf. ¥elannhthon Jassobus, Notes on the Acts of the Apos ’

297.
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declared Him to be the Son of God with power, and attested
His claim to be the judge of the world. By His resurrection
the resurrection of all men was proved, and this would be
for judgment at His hands.

Furthermore, " for we must all be made publicly mani-
fest before the judgment-seat of Christ, in order that each
one may get to carry away the things (done) by means of the
body, according to what things he did, whether something
good, or something bad." : Here Paul pictures to us the
final judgment at which all men appears. ﬁﬁj’ﬂﬂk is the
dais or platform on which the chair for the judge stands,
from which he pronounces his verdict. Every man shall
be made public and nothing shall be hid. . It is true that
man is already judged in the instant of death, but this last
Judegment is public. Here the judgments wi%l not only be re-
vealed, but substantiated and established.

Hofal actions are here conceived as something deposited,
which at the last judgment is carried away, recdived, gnd
taken with us in the equivalent reward to punishment. These

things done by means of the body are the ffuit of one's life.
Those which are a fruit of faith are marked and beautified by

4. lelanchthon Jacobus, Notes on the Acts of the Apostles,

297.

5. II Corinthians 5, 10-11. :

6. R.C.I. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa
ment, vol. 6, 1045.

7. Ibid. , 1047. .

8. Heinriéh Meyer, Critical and Exegetical Handbook
to the New Testament, vol. O, 1.
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trust in Christ, thus revealing to all eyes who it was

that produced the good. The other is the product where faith
was lacking and puts the unbeliever in his true light. Further,
all the imperfections of the Christian deeds will be removed
and blotted out, and in the place of his sin will bg found

9
the righteocusness of Christ.

Paul shows what the Christian attitude toward the judg-
ment ousht to be when he says, " aﬁd thi:t, knowing the time,
that now it is high time to awake out of sleep, for now is
our salvation nearer than when we believed.“10 Paul here
contrasts the time of the Romans' first believing and the
time then present. The evident meaning of the word “salva-
tion® here is the day of judgment, when their happiness will
be more complete, and when the body and the soul shall enter
into glory. This fact of the nearer approach of this time

ought to have a great effect on the Christians, in thinking

less of *‘his world and more of that which they will some

11
day inhabit.

The effect of this realization is to awaken the Christian

from sleep. The term UIT V95  denotes the condition in

which the true moral activity of life ie bound down and him-
12

dered by the power of sin. By such sleep is meant indif-

ference, carclescness, and forgetfulness regarding  things

9. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the Hew Testa-
ent, vol. 6, 1047.l
10. TRowans 13, 11l.
11. Robert Haldane, Exposition of the Epistle to the
Romans, 603.
13. Heinrich Meyer, Critical and Exegetical Handbook

to the Hew Testament, vol. 4, 1288,

g




13
gpiritual. The Christian is to fight off this ensnare-

ment, awaken to a life dedicated to God, preparing for that
time when Cod shall come in all His heavenly glory.
Furthermore, " teaching us that denying ungoldiness
and wordly lusts we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in this present world, looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious apnearing of the great God and our Savior
Jesus Christ.® e Paul gives clear testimony as to the
attitude that the Christian should take in view of the
coming judgment. They are to deny ungddliness and worldly
lusts. The ungodliness uncludes not merely idolatry, but
whatever in the whole inner and outer life is offensive to
Goc‘..l5 Worldly luste are those which are cherished by the
children of the world.16 Then Paul points out the moral
demands expected of the Christian. The oft recurring of
“soberly" emphasizes the reign of immoderate passion. They
live righteously and godly when they are intent on doing
and sﬁffering in all things the will of God._ The Christian
life is conditioned on our turning the back to the world and
our eyes to the blessed prospect above and before us.
Christizne 1look for the blessed hope, not subjectively,
but as the object of hope. By reference to the appearing
of the glory the apostle means simply what he elsewhere calls -

the "revelation" or “appearance" of Jesus Christ, the

13. Henry Jacobs, The Lutheran Commentary, vol.7, 272.

14. Titus 2, 12-13.
15. Henry Jacobs, The Lutheran Commentary, v0l.10,204.

16. John Lange and Philip Schafl, Epistle to Titus,"
A Commentary on *the Holy Scriptures, vol. 24’ o




final appearing of the Tord ( IX Tim. 4,8 ). Paul's
reference to the great God is evidently directed toward
Jesus Christ. Paul always ascribes this act of appear -
ing to the Son, the immediate context relating to Jesus
Christ, Two of the ante-Nicene fathers ( Clement of Alex~
andria and Fippolytus ) and the great bulk of the post-
Nicene writeres,hebd this view. These and other reasons
substantiate the interpretation. However, even if this
did refer only to the Father it would not negate the Deity
of Christ. Such an assertion would place Him equal in
glory with the Father. o

Paul speaks of the resurrection of the righ{goua ancd
of the unrighteousy of the just and the unjust. Thus he
teaches ‘hat a resurrection awaits both, the terms belng
forensic, those declared thus by the eternal judge. This

ies elearly the teaching of both the 0ld and New Testacents.

( Dan. 12,2 : Jochn 5,28-29). It underlies all the passages
19 ,
that epeslk of the judgment.

Paul speaks of the day of wrath and righteous Judg-

20
ment of Cod. The genitive here makes the statement defi-

nite. Thie refersz to the final day offyrath. An important
second genitive chiracterizes this day, that day marked by

/7
the complete revelation of the SiikKdio KpPi g/ o; of

17. John Lange and Philip Schaff, ° Epistle to Titus,®
A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, vol. 24, 17.

18. 7 Acts 24, 15.

19. R.C.H. ienski. The Interpretation of the Hew
Iestament, vol. 4, 967.

20. Romans 2, 5-12.
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God. Hvery judgment of God will be absolutely righteous.
God is now very longsuffering and sometimes this puzzles the
Christian. The last day, will, however, clear up every doubt.
On the 1last day not & soul will queetion a single judgment
of His. This will be due to the revelation God makes (objec-
tively) and to the moral nature of those %o whom .He makes
it, when at last they stand face to face with Him.zl

Panl demonstrates that this judgment will be individual-
ized "to every man." God will render this verdict at the
1as£ day according to works, anc not just according to pres-
ence or absence of faith, because this judgmentis a reve-
lation of the perfect justice of God. In Hie secret judgment
of each man in life and at the moment of death, only faith and
unbelief will decicde. Dut in order to show the rightness of
this secret judgment in public, works serve ae outward testi-
mony so that all can see-22

The two datives in verses 7 and 8 expand the dative
&qkuzT%J- The two classes are described and their final ver-
dicts announced. Properly translated Paul states that God

will give glory, honor, immortality, and to some according
to endurance in well-doing. Thus these attributes are objects
of what God gzives and not what man seeks. Glory consists in
the heavenly attiibutes bestowed on the last day as & perma=

nent possession. Honor is a correlative, the high estéem

21. R.C.H. Lenski, The Inter retaticn of the New Testa-
ment, vol. 5, 145=46.
22« . Ibid., 150"
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from men and from angels who behold this gift of glory and

ite radiance. Incorruption is the complement of these. This
glory shall not fade. This honor thall not cease. Thus the
_godly will oe Jjudged according to endﬁrance in good works.

The genitive, "endurance of good work," iz objective, the
endurance directed to good work. Only those who remain
faithful, those that endure, as Jesus Himself said, shidll

be saved. The continuance in faith is evidenced by the endur-
ance in good works.

The expression "as seeking life eternal” is prediqative
to the dative "some." Thie shows what moved them. They are
those who by faith look ahead, seek the city to come. In
its consumration this gift can never be lost. It is utterly

23
blessed.

Paul then goes on to say, " to some , as from self-
seeking as well as disobeying the truth as moreover obey-
inz the unrishteousness." Paul here makes a restatement.
Suppressing the truth is unrighteousness, doing both because
of a low, self-seeking spirit. Truth is a bread term in this
connection. These men disobey the truth which is even reveal=-
ed in nature. They have remained hard and unrepentant. of
fourse, the term also inciudes the truth as revealed in the
Word of Cod.

in its

To such then Cod will give jndignation and wrath

hot outburst. Tribulation is in the sense of pressure, ahe

thus anguish or narrowing in, for both body a2nd soul. Such

93. R.0.E. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-

M’ vOl. 5, 152-530
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w§11 not know whither to turn. They will cry to the moun-
tains, "fall on us !" and to the hills, "cover us !" But
there will be no deliverance.z4

Paul goee on to reemphasize the punishment that shall
be meted out to the ungodly. The expressions he uses,
"tribulation® and "anguish," exprese much the same thought
as the previous verse, only under difference images. The
first term tnkes the image of pressure, while the second
that of confinewsnt in 2 narrow spice. The first term re-
fers more t; the cause of the feeling, and the secondiato
the feeling itself. The latter is the more intense. The
etymology denctes that feeling is accompanied with a sence
of helplessnesﬁ.zs In both pairs of words the same idea
is expressed, only intensified by reduplication.

The soul is mentioned as the seat of feeling. The
phrase "every soul of man" expresses the equality =and
universality ofthe  treatment dealt out. Within  this
equality there &8s a sort of preference both as to judgment
and salvation to the detriment and acvantage of the Jew-26
The position ofAhe Jew is klso one of priority in time.
Paul says that such punishment shall be to those who work

evil, who worlk ocut such or accomplish it. The Jew is put

first, because as possessor of an express law this is con=
27
spicuqusly true of him.

Yew Testa=-

24, R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the
M'zgfl "yil1iam Shedd, A Commentary on Paul's Epistle 1o
e Rgg?nsﬁ.giéet, Gommentarz;QE.534-299112'Eaigile Lo the
Romanga.-lgggertson ¥icoll, EEE‘EEEEELEQELE Greek EEEEEEEEE’

vol. 2, 596.
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The Creck z;f N)V is much the same as the Hebrew

‘[j'ﬁﬁL]"Q sy 2 comprehensive terg. It rather means salva-
tion, reace in a narrover cense. : This peace is the glor=-
ious vlessing conferred at the sawme time ag the bestowal
of glory and honor. This ig truly the profoundé peace which
ie produced by delivarance from wrath, and the possessor of
everlasting calvation. Here the expression is to "do" rather
than "effect® as was used with reference to the evil. The
latter verb implice something more violent, suited to evil.

The vejection of the Cocpel is the supreme sin. It is
the effect and couse of evil-doing. Its acceptance is the
effect and cause of the deterwination to follow goodness and
the rractice of ;oodness.gg Again the priority of the Jew is
mentioned wvith the came purpose as previously stated. God
certainly mares no difference in the Jews' favor because of
his birth or because of his possessgon of the law. Rather,
his responsibility is the greater-3

Paul's reference to the fact that there is no respect
of persone with Cod is one freguently stated in the 0lad
Testament ( Dent. 10,17; I Sam. 16,7; II Chron. 19,7 3 Job
34, 19 ). The phrase used means to accept fhe countenance,

y s . -
to pay regard to the external appearance. nwith God" signi

fies that luminous ephere where only Jjust pronouncements are

made. Paul roes on to say that the want of the law no moTre

4icoll, The Expositor's Greek Tesament,

: 28. TRoberison
vol. 2, 597.
25. ¥. Godet, Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to the
Romans, 120.
56- Robertson Nicoll, The Expositor's Greek Testament,
vol. 2, 597. s S T




destroys the one thin ite possession saves the other. That
Panl here teaches is that those who possessed the law shall
be subjected to a judyment, a detailed inguiry, such as
arises from aprlviagr the rarticular statements of a code .
The Gentiles shall perich as a result of their moral corrup-
tion. On the dav of judsment all who have sinned shall perisgi
each in his »roper vlace. Divine justice shall be impartiale.

Paul states, " in order that they all might be judzed
who beligved not the trath, but had pleasure in unrighteous-
ness." oy Paul thus points out the gréat Judgment which is
to come unon *hose who out of unbelief rejected their one
hope of salvetion. This iz a heinous sin, and the judgment
will be according to truth, ﬂra"reu;’du Tesis eaprist and
glancer back at the period which has passed before  the
Judpment. Te obisct of their unbelief was the truth. Their
faith on th- other hand had been centered in a lie. To
have delizht in unrighteousness, in what is opposed to the
divine character and law, mist from its very nature promote
unbelief and destroy all love for the truth. There is thus
a moral reason for want of faith in the truth. It is de-

33

light in unrichteocusness.

Paul refers arain to the judgment upon all men when he
states "est bmat Ly anv means .... I myself should be

34
a cast-away." This statement of Paul's shows clearly the

seriousness and nower of sin, and the great need of complote

3L. F. Godet, Cormentary on St.Paul's Epistle to the

Romans, 121.

32. II The=msalonians 2,12.

33. John Tadie,A Commentary on
Thessalonians, 290.

34. I Corinthians 9, 27.

Paul's Enistle to the




self-surrender to God. There is always danger for the
best Christians to become ensnared by =in. The expression

5 7
Paul useszés Ado K1 jAeS, which means a reprobate or one
rejected.

Paul states that God wili render vengeince upon those
who know not Cod. Yere he refers to the fact that God will
dispense punishment, and Jesus will execute the Divine judg-
ment. To those judred it will not simply be a want of know-
ledre, but a criminal blindness. Instead of seeking God ,
many hold the trath down in unrighteousness, an angry
defiance like Pharaoh. Such punishment will further be on
those who e?ey not the Gospel. Christ has a right to claim
obedience.og One rmst listen to, understand and believe
Christ's gospel, and thus the heart is enabled to obey,
accept its invitation, trust ite promises, believe its
doctrines, and obey its precepts. The Gospel h=s a living
personal source —-- our Lord Jesus. It is Christ Who has
brought the rood news of divine mercy to the world, and has
sent the Spirit of Truth to work in men's hearts.

Paul states further, "who shall guffer punishment,
everlasting destruction away from the ggesence of the Lord,
and away from the ylo?ﬁ of His power." The, slunoreney

ferred to not on-]y feel the inner min wrought by ignorance

and disobedience, but a positive penalty is laid on them.

35. Charles Hodge, Exposition gﬁ the Seconé Tnistle

Yo the Corinthians, 169.
~ 36. .John Lanée and Fhilip Schaff, "Second Epistle to

the Corinthians, A Commentary on the Foly §2£1nturea,?°1-24’117‘

37. II Thessalonians l, 9.
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That punishment ie everlasting destruction. This expression
means"deathin the Homeric poems, and then'destruction"in a
general sence. It is ruin as a result of a sinful cocurse,
or inflicted asg a divine penalty.

There are several interpretations as to what is meant
38 '

F 4

by znr\o 'I'I'Foo" U:J'ITM;

1) The simnlest meaning is loeal, in separation from
the Tace of the Lord, the sgource of joy. His face or coun-
tenance throws its benign radiance over his saints, who in
their nearness worship Him, and are ever in fellowship with
Him. MNie personal presence is the life and joy of heaven. To
see Him is the greatest joy. To be severed from Him is gloom
ancd death. That sad severance is the penalty to be endured.
A gimilar expression is found in Isaiah 2, 1C.

2) The earliest interpretation tzkes it in a temporal
gence. The eternal destruction takes place at or after the
manifestation of His Presence. IHowever, the following weak-
nesses are to ve noted about this interpretation 2 3(71'5 is

)I
especially connected with © }\E-nf‘)f?o\l and explains its
7
awful nature in a local sense. b) 7720 w772V has the
idea of loczl mesaning attached to it. c¢) the phrases which
are used to show that :HT; has a temporal meaning describe

an act, event, or period which forms an epoch ( Romans 1,20).

3) :{‘ﬂ‘; is said to be czusal. The presence of Christ

38. John Eadie, A Commentary of the Zpistlc of Paul 1o
the Thessalonians, 243-46.
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is the me=ans of punishment. His mere look brings the pen-
alty. However, such an interpretation would make this a
mere renetition of the previous statement, " awarding ven-

geance." Furthermore, this interpretation more or less

™

insertes some epithet as “"angry" or "dark," and ;170 in
thie sense ies used to denote a personal source. Such a mean--
ing would be more plausible if " face " had been left out.

The Tiret interpretation is the proper one because it is
the simplest and most natural explanation, and because the
other two exnlanations cannot be fully substantiated.

Such will also suffer everlasting destruction from the
glory of His power. The preposition here has the same
local sense, the glory being that glory which springs from
Hie power. It ie & wvieible splendor. The glory is so
connected with His micht, as it is originated by it, that
it characterizes and envelopes it. All its out-goings are
ever encircled with glory. That power manifests its glory
in the perfection and joy of the saints, who have been lifted
beyond death to eternal life. Such everlasting destruction
truly exiles from this glory of His power, dut for the saved
the opposite is true. .

Paul tells us, " in order shat the spirit may be saved
in the day of the Loxrd Jesus.“3 Here he refers to that

time in which Christ will return to exercise judpment on all

39. I Corinthians 5, 5.



men. Particularly in this connection he points out that
Christ rhall confirm publicly every true Cospel judgment
of "is church, and shall publicly accept every sinner saved
throush the Cospel discipline which Christ has committed to
40
Hisg church on earth.
Thus shall judgment be pronounced and executed upon

all men for all time. Ths unjust shall be cast away ana

the believers endowed with everlacting life.

40. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the Hew
Testament, vol. 6, 222.
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V. The Eternal State of lan

Paul shows what the proper Christian attitude toward
his eternal state ought to be by saying, " laying up for
themselves as treasure an excellent stock for the future,
1n order that they may lay hold of the genuine life." = Thus
Paul here shows us that which is the stock and stable poss-
ession of the Christian 1life. He lays up for himself the
Tressure ofgenuine life, which refers to the life to come.
The expression "genuine"” is common to this epistle. It
may be well to poinl out here that such works cre the fruit
of one's faith and are not the cause of salvation. Such
evidence is ihe assurance of this genuine 1ige and will
aleo be in the verdict in the Lord's judgment.

Further, " the hope, the cne lzid up for you in the
hea:\rens.":5 FPaul speaks of the great hope which is the
rich treasure of all believers. Here this hope is identi-

4
fied witn the object of the hope. It is laid away in the
heaveuns, and is the eternal inheritance , " incorruptible
and undefileé, that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for us," as Peter points out ( I Peter 1, 4 ). Thus the

whole Chrisiian life is guided and directed by this hobve.

l. I Timothy 5, 19.

2. R.C.H. Lenkki, The Inte;pretatlon of the New
Tes tament, vol. 8, 742-43.

3. Colossians 1, 5.

4. John Fadie, A Commentary on the Ipistle of Faul
to the Colossians, 200.
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It is an imperative of the Christian faith and life, and
leads him to give forth those glorious fruits which grow
out of love for God and the fellowman.

Paul says, " godliness is profitable with respect to
everything, haging promise for the present life and for the
one to come." Paul shows the advantage of godliness, the
advantage for the present life and for the future. We are
especially concerned with its promise of the future, for
it insures the highest well-bein%, the richest good, and all
the blessings of the future life. Certainly then the stream
of promise does not stop at the grave, but rather flows on
into eternity. Promise connotes the idea of grace, and thus
rules out the idea of work-righteousness. Thus the Christian
in his godliness walks the golden garden of promise. Some
may claim that such godliness forfeits joys in this life.
But that is no loss. This promise beckons the Christian
onward in this life. It is the golden imperative wgich
even moves him onward to the attainment of his goal.

Paul further states, " but we all, with unveiled face
reflecting as in a mirror thé glory of the Lord, are our-
selves being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory."8 Thus Paul speaks of the wonderful spiritual

transformation that takes place in the life of the Christian.

5e I Timothy 4, 8. :
6. Alvah Hovey, An American Commentary on the New

Testament, vol. 6, 53. ;
7. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New

Testament, vol. 8, 645-46.,
8. II Corinthians 3, 18.
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The sequel to this is the future and eternal glory to which
we are called. Thus already, in a sense, the Christian
dwells in glory reflected by the indwelling spirit, and
longingly looks forward to eternal glory. He still battles
with sin, but the time shall come when this transformation
shall be complete, in the coming age when he truly shall
reflect the image of Him Who is all glory.9

God has great solicitude for the Christian. Paul télls
us, " I know that he is able to guard the deposit of mine
against that day."lo God will graciously care for the
Christizn's eternal salvation by guarding the deposit against
that day. Various views have been taken as to what Paul
ie referring to. Lenski suggests that Paul means the Coepel
he has preacﬁed. Others say : soul, spirit, salvation, gooa
worka.ll Although Paul here speaks of the Gospel, yet it
is the GCospel through which God works in order to hring
about our salvation. Paul in the context is speaking of
the great plan of salvation. He speaks of the holy calling
£0 which we have been called by God's grace. Certainly a
Christian need have no fears that it will be lost to him.
It is in God's keeping, deposited in His hands. And the
heighth of this solicitude on God's part is shown in Paul's

words : to that day. It is safe forever.

9. Heinrich Meyer, Critical and Exegetical Handbook
to the New Testament, vo;. 5, 482.
~ T310. II Timothy 1, 12.
11. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New
Testament, vol. 8, 779.




Paul says, " the Lord ... will preserve me unto Hie
heavenly kingdom-"lz Again Paul assures us of God's
golicitude for our salvation. The Lord's grace will not
fail him, but in every temptation will preserve him till
he reaches the heavenly kingdom. Even if temporal death
seems to have gained the vietory and separates the soul
from the body, the believers again are the g iners, for
their inheritance in heaven is thereby given to them.

They are kept by the power of Jesus Christ, their Lord,
unto salva,tion.l3 This hope, of course, is not based

on man's strength, or on his Christian growth, but simply
on the Lord's faithfulness and power.14

Panl states, " but may our Lord Jesus Christ and God.
our Fatiier who loved us and gave us everlasting conso-
lation and good hope in grace, comfort your: hearts, and
etablish you in every good work and word.“15 These are
objective gifts. The expression "eternal consolation" has
the effect of eternal, and éood hope is the realization of
that which will prove it vn.luable.16

This phrase, of course, does not characterize eternal
blessedness. This consolation is enjoyed in the present,
and it is everlasting, especially when compared to anything

which the world might offer in its stead. Hope, however,

12. II Timothy 4, 18. -
13. Paul E. Kretzmann, The Popular Commemtaty of the
Bible. _v01- 4] 418. '

14. Alvah Hovey, An American Cormentary on the New
Testament, vol. 6, 121.

15. II Thessalonians 2, 16. 2

16. RiC.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New

Testament, vol. B, 455.
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regards the future and points us to the blessed object con-
templated. The blessed object is the éternal state of glory
in the future life. Thus the Christian has the abiding com=
fort that regarding the glorious treasure of eternzl glory
God has given him eternal consolation and ungquestioned hope.
This ;%11 truly serve to stablish him in every good word and
work.

There is definife assurance of an eternal state in the
teachings of Paul. He tells us that the end, aim, and pur=-
pose of the life of service to God is everlasting'life.le
Eternal life ie the issue of this service to God, but not
the reward of its merit. Particularly, Paul uses the expres-
gsion for eternal 1life here whilet speaking of the issue of
service to God. In verse 16, however, he says "obedience to
righteﬂusness,d and not ®"obedience unto eternal life." 1In
that connection he had spoken of degth as the punishment for
sin. Had he used the word “"eternmal life" in connection with

the idea of obedience it would have appeared that he regarded
19

this state as a reward for our obgdience.

In a most heartening way Paul assures us that our worddly
afflictions are but momentary, that they work a far more ex=
ceeding weéight of glory, th;g these things are eternal in

contrast to worldly things. The contrasts expressed by

17. Hohn Eadie, A Commentary of St.Paul's Epistle to

the Thessalonians, 299.

18. Romans 6, 22.
19. Robert Haldane, Exposition of the Epistle to the

Romans, 268.
20. II Corinthisns 4, 17-18.




Panl are indeed impressive. Light stands opposite to
weight and momentary to eternal. 1In speaking of the exceed-
ing weight of glory we seem to sense Paul's struggle with
the impotency of language to express these ideas. It is
indeed difficult to express mattere of eternal significance
in the langnage of:men; for " eye hath not seen, nor har
heard."

Gtod has seen fit to reveal his purpose not only to
reward the affliction of his people, but to make the afflic-
tions themeans for working out their joy. Sufferings endured
for Christ's sake or that are imrcsed for the trial of our
faith certainly have this effect. Ve are not to seek affiic-
tions, but when God sends them we should rejoice in this
divinely appointed means for our state of glory.

The thinge seen are ordinary earthly ones, those of
the outer man. The things not seen are the spiritual and
heavenly, those of *he inner man. Unenlightened minds

cannot perceive them and hence never regard them. Lenski

points out @

21

But the thinge seen are “transient,"rercﬂﬁup,L,
for a brief, fleeting season. To regard them and
to let them fill our eyes and hearts is folly :
for what when their brief season is over ? But
the things not seen, these are eternal, and never
pass away, our inner, spiritual man, and the eter-
nal weight of glory. To regard them, so that they
become ours, this is blessedness indeed.

21. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the Hew
Testament, vol. 6, 1022=23. :

i
i




Paul further points out, " for we know that, if our
tabernacle here on earth is taken down, we have 2 duilding
from God,gg house not wmade with hinds, eternal, in the
heavens." Tne apostile expresses the assurance that a
blesced ctate of existence awaits the believers after
Geath. The subjunctive denotes expectancy and visualizes
for us what may occur at a future moment. Here again we
have lerms which are exact and placed in contrast. Our
tent hiouse or tabernacle is our earthly existence, which
may be tazken dowm at any time. Its opposite is a building
from God which is eternzl. It is the permanent, glorious,
infinitely blessed existence in heaven.gs The manner in
which we already have this glory-life lies in the fact that
we are co-heirs with Christ, as Paul plainly teaches.

Unworthy ideas have been suggested as definitions for
this kind of body which we will have. There are those who
maintain that the reference here is to ethereal bodies,
poesibly of ether or of a fire-like subsiance. This is
even extended to include the angels and God. They say that
these etherexl bodies are ready now, awaiting the coming
of our naked souls. Some say that the souls of the dead
do not en;er heaven at death, but enter an intermediate

place, the " Totenreich." Thus the problem is still more

complicated. These speculations are baseless and unscrip-

22. II Corinthians 5, 1-5.
23, R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New
Testament, vol. 6, 1024 ff.
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tural. Paul merely teaches here the &reat contrast between
our vrecent earthly existence and the glory of the world to
cone. Ile neigher describes nor explaineg the details of thie
future state. Again human language would prove inadequate.

flus Paul shows us that the dissolution of death does
not destroy the soul nor deprive it of home. If unclothed
the soul would not be naked. While at home in the body we
are present with the Lovrd. It is obvious that the Apostle
iz here speaking of what takes place at death.24

Faul goes on to say that we continue to groan, longing
to put on our habvitation, the one from heaven. The Christians
groan and long to enter the bleaggd heavenly existence, all
prepared and long awaiting them. Paul advances the idea of
a building from God by now speaking of a habitation, the one
from heaven, heavenly in its very nature. Then he says that
after having put it on, we shall be found not naked. Thus
the Christian shall be fully and forever clothed, never found
otherwice after this garment has once been put on, never
destitute of habitation, like those cast into- outer darkness.

Paul states further, " for also, as they that are in
this tent, we keep groaning as being weighted down; for the
reason, not that we want to put off, but to put on, in order

that the mortal may be swallowed up by the life." Ve groan

being constantly under a2 depressing burden. The object of

24. Charles Hodge, LZxposition of the Second Epistle to

the Corinthians, 110.
26, R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation-of the New

Testament, vol. 6, 1029 s & 3
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what we want when we groan under our burden is that this
mortal may be swallowed up by the Life. This is not the

mortal life animating the body in its earthly existence.

The Life here referred to is the spiritual, divine, heav-
enly, eternal, the existence in ﬁeavenly glory of which
Paul hae been speaking.

The one who wrought this very thing for us is God, who
gave us the pledge of the Spirit. Thus all glory is to God.
He wrought this very thing that, namely that the Life is to
swallow up the mortal. It is Cod's aim and goal in all His
previous work in us. The pledge of the Spirit He gave %o
us 1s the full guarantee of what would follow. The gift is .
ours in Baptism, in the Lord's Supper, and in the hearing
of His Vord. He hae given all this to us,dnd in a2 little while
the consurmation will also ve ours.

Speaking of the Second Advent of Christ Paul says,

26
arnd g0 we thall ever be with the Lord." Here Paul gives

further assurance of our eternal relationship to God. This

“

is added emphasis upon the permanence of our fellowship. ' g
'

The result of the resurrection and meeting of the Lord in !
RO )

the air is that we shall be with the Lord, nct for the moment 4
27 1

only, but forever. Ve meet and nevermore part from Him.
"ith" implies close fellowship, ané "ever" expresses endless

duration without 1limit of time. The fellowship of the saved £

26. I Thessalonians 4, 17b.
27. International C¥itiecal Commentary, vol.37, 176=77.
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with the Zord is this everlasting spring of blescedness.

Paul epeaks of Jesus Christ az being an example or i
29 |
rattern unto eternal life. Cur faith rmet rest on

Jesus Christ as the full assurance of attaining to eternal

life. The certain end of our believing is eternal life

or poscescion of the blessedness of the Divine Life, which
30
ig our glorious heritare in the world to come.

Panl sreaks of the dect obtaining salvation in connec-
31
tion with Jesus Christ, in company with eternal glory.

Again he cives assurance of this blessed estate. Here Paul
ehowe ue that this ealvation in Jesus Christ finds its true
termination in eternal glory. It is its end, aim, and pur-

rose, and the heliever may take heart in this world which

ig corrupted by sin.
Penl demomstrates that no fornicator, nor unclean per-

gon, nor covetor, which meanzjidolater, haz inheritance in

: 32
the ¥incdom of Christ and God. Paul here sneaks descriptively

of +hosze who are simmers, who stand ontside ‘the grace of God.

Such veomnle who live in sin and tnrn not in faith to Christ e

we cenerallv term "the wicked." They will not be saved, but s

vi1l be denied entrance into Christ's Kingdom. The negative

T

nsed here is sbsolute. Not a single one of these g inners,

whether ov not he on‘wardly belonge to the congregation

will be saved. The Kingdom here referred to is the rule of

28. John Eadie, i Commentary of the Epistle of Paul to
the Thessalonians, 170.

29. I Timothy 1, 16.

30/ H.L.M. Spence and Joseph Exell, The Fulpit Commen-
tary, vol. 48, 3l.

3l1. II Timothy 2, 10.

32. ZEphesians 5,5.

T
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God's grace on earth and of glory in heaven. It extends
33
from creation into 211 cternity.

When that kingdom passes into its eternal development,

when the throne of God and the lamb iz in the center of the
holy city, and those blessed shall be gatﬁered around, then l
those wio through unbelief rejected Chrict shall be denied

34
entrance.

The desperate condition of the wicked rests
Primarily in this fact that they will notl inherit the Eing-
com, but crushed by the weight of their sin, they shall have
to bear its eternal punishm'e-nt.35

Paul says, " for he that soweth in the Tlesh, shall of
the flesh reap corruption : but he that sowéth in the

36

Spirit shall of the Spirit reap everlasting life." Again
Paul shows the ultimate fate of the wicked. He does it oy

contrzsting parallel staterents. The one sows for his own

flesh to promote it ; the other for the epirit, to prorote

i

a figurative statement. Our life
37
is a sowing of one kind or the other. Tne stress is on

its interests. This i:

the sowers und what Lheir sowing promotes. He who sows

for nis Tlesn will sow the seed his flesh furnishes, and
by no means the seed furnished‘by the spirit. So it is

with 'he contrary case.

The terms "corruption® and "life eternal" are opposites.

Flesh refers to our own sin-corrupted nature. Corruption

33. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-

ment, vol. 7, 600.

34. H.C.G. }Moule, Ephesian Studies, 252.

35. The use of the single article in the Greek indicates
that the reference, "Christ and God," refers to one person.

36. Galatians 6, 8.

37. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New Testa-

ment, vol. 7, 304 ff.

Il



101

matches the {lesh, but not in a Physical way. Faul does
not speak of physical EO?ruption, for disease invades the
bodies of the ;oul& and his body alszo sces corruption in
the grave. Corruption is the opposite of life eternal,

\ 32 gy
el

(¢4

it is eternal ceath. Life goes on and passes through

[

payeical death to the eternal deyond death. Luther says,
) 38
) Hg_pronounceth those which =ow in the spirit,
10 be blessed botlh in this 1life and the life to
come : and the other which sow in the flesh, to be
both accursed in this life and in the life to come.
The question arises, does Paul teach the resurrection
of unbelievers ? It is maintained that nowhere does he
speak of a general resurrection. IHowever, PFaul showed that

all men are to be judged, and judgrent presupposes resurr-

39

ection. The whole world is to be the subject of judgment.
Paul was writing prirarily to Christians, believers, which
explains, perhaps, his silence on this topic.

Furthermore, " that in the dispensation of the fullness

of time he mipht gather together in one all things in Christ."

God has committed great treasures into the hands of chosen
representatives. All earlier dispensations were crowned

by that of Christ in whom are all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge hidden (Col. 2,3). Christ has dispensed these

with perfect righteousness and love, giving Himself for and

38. Martin Luther, Commentary on Calatians, 533.
3%. eorge Stevens, rauline Theology, 356.
40. Ephesians 1, 10.

|
|
|
|
g’
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41
to His brethren.

The infinitive states purpose or intended réeult. The
purpose is the githering torether of the elect of God. It
is the fulfiliment of that will of Sod which desires the
death of no man. liatters are not left to drift for themselves.
They are made to constitute one sum. So Paul says that all
things, multiplied and varied as they are, are to be summed
up in comnnection with Christ. This is to be the result of
His ministering the good pleasure of Gog?

The final goal of this gathering is eternal union with
God in the glory of the worla to come.

Panl breathee a prayer for Onesiphorus that he would
obtain mercy in "that c‘ua,‘\y'."!“5 Paul refers to the time when
all men shall enter eternity. He shows that man's blessed
estate, which certainly was Paul's desire for his friend,
is a matter of gracious mercy at the hands of the eternal
God.

Paul, speaking of our resurrection through Ch#ist,
assures us that by virtue of this fact God has seated us
with Him in the heavnes.44 The meaning here is that
Christians share in their Lord's glorification, and dwell
with Him in heaven, in so far as they are united wiith Him.

Paul refers to the "ages coming." Paul then looks to the

41. Brooke Westcott, St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians,

42. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New
Testament, vol. 7, 373.

43. II Timothy 1, 18.

44. Ephesianeg 2, 6-7.

13.
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ages wnich are coming, the time of Christ's perfect triumph
_ 45
over evil, the ushering in of tne eternal state.
Some dac not hold that this pocsage refers especially

to the future life folléwing the parousia. Hadie hold:

Q

that the ages to come refers to the time following Paul's

vriting this letter in which God will display the riches
46

of His grace to men.

4

llodge tikes the expression as being %ithout limitation,
for all future time. This is not exactly in line with the
thouzht of Calvin who holds that Zgis expresesion refers *o
future generations in this world. However, it is evident
that laul is here especially apéaking of the future life.
The following reasons vear this out :

1) 1In the preceding verse Paul is speaking of the
believers' resurrection. FHe points to our being seated in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

2) Paul speaks of the exceeding riches of God's grace.

Surely only in the Kingdom of Glory can the fullness of

N

this grace become wmanifest. ? 5
e — 44 : |

3) The expression "ages“ is used. 4|WVES TwN Alwvwy )

is used to express the idea of eternity, thus pointing to the 4 ‘ﬁi.
future life. lixpositor's Greek Testament says : E

45. W.J. Conybeare and J.S.Howson, Life and Epistles
St. Paul, 819.

45, John Badie, A Commentary of the Ipistle of Paul
the Evhesians, 151. .

i7. Charles Yodge, A Cornmentary on the Epistle to the

Tivhesians, 116.

A
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God's purpose, therefore, is that in :ge

eternal future, the future which opens with Christ's

parousia, and ina all the contimaing length of the

?utu?e, tpe srace of iHis ways with those once dead

11 sine should be declared and understood in =1l

the grandeur of its exceeding riches.

The believers shall thus experience God'srspecial
kindness in Christ Jesus in the world to come. It is true
generocity, without any merit or worthiness on the part of
man. In this future manifestation of the surpassing wealth
of God's kindness toward man we shall experience, wholly un-
deserving, what it means to have been plucked from the sear-
ing firve of sin and death, and granted a 1ife unblemiched by
the toint of punilt and hallowed by the eternal presence of
Gaod.

Paul shows the fullness of our fzture glory by con-
trasting it to our present suffering. ? These sufferings
are neither of equal importance nor of corresponding weight.
They are unimportant when compafed to future glory. This
present time refers to the period now current which  will
end at the approaching parousia. This glory cOmeé to us

from without at Christ's descent, but: % is not conceived

as having already becun inwardly and then becoming apparent
50
outwardly.

It is further of note that Paul does not reach this

conclusion as a result of dubious calculation. ‘Rather in

48. Robertson Wicoll, Expositor's Greek Testament,

vol. 3, 288.
45. Romans 8,18. ' '
50. Heinrich leyer, "Spistle to the Romans,” Critical

and IExegetical Handbook to the New Testament, vol.4 b, 69.
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his statement he suggeats the strongest assurance. The
idea of the insignificance of the present compared to
future glory is 2 fixed idea with Faul ( 1T CO?-4,17).51

The idea of merit, whether of consrulty or condignity,
is definitely excluded. It ic entirely foreign to the
rcontext. Herit is not the ground or the basie on which
eternal life ie bectowed, bui Paul here wishee to show the
greatness of the glory which the believers are to inherit.52

By this contrast Paul most effectively impresses upon
us the wonder of this glory. ifen often think of thédr
sufferings in life as being most severe. Yet, no matter
the greatness of their intensity, even though they be like
Paul'e with his “thorn in the flesh,” his frequent beatings
and imprisonments, fhey are unimvortant when laid side by
side with the future glery. Vhat a glory that shall be
revealed in us 1}

Paul gives us a further intimation concerning this

Tfuture glory when he says that as we endure so shall we

2id that if we c¢die with

1]

reign with Him. Paul previously
Him we sghall live with Him. How his next expression "reign™
exceeds that of “live." This is a tremendous paradox. Here
we remain under, otherse trampling over us. But there we

ghall reign as kings with Christ, our Savior, as our only

Lord. VWe shall be seated with Him upon is eternal throne.

51. Robertson Nicoll, Lxposciter's Creek Testament,

vol. 2, 648.
Sé. Charles Hodge, Commentary on the Fpistle to the

Romans, 289.

g
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53
We shall wear the glorioue crown of eternal life with Him.

The reverse is also true. Permanent denial of Christ
means eternal rejection in the world to come. In the casge
of Peter, re had repented of his denial. XNo retribution
could be more just. Only one who hae confessed can turn
about and deny. Those then who cut themselves off from §
Cariet by denying Iim rust not expect that Christ is as
Talee as they. On the last day Christ will juétly deny
them. Christians throughout the pages of history hzve by
either peréecution or lucrative promises bDeen tempted to
ceny Chriet. The true disciples, however, though they may
fall into temporary unbelief, will in the end be found
faithiul, and on the last day will, even as he suffered here,
reign with IHiim eternally.

Paul says that he knew a man in Chrisg4about fourteen
yeare ago caught up into the third heaven. Here he speaks
of himself, using the form of the third person. He wishes

to adduce something in which no part of the glory at all

f=lle on the Fgo proper. In that ecstasy hislower counscious=- P,

' L

ness had so withdrawn that he could not tell whether a .
¥

S

temporary withdrawal of the spirit had taken place or whether =%§

his whole person had been snatched away. in this way he

showed how incomprchensible was the indéident which had taken

53. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New
Testament, vol. 8, 805. '
54, 1II Corinthians 12, 2«4.
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55
place.

“hen Paul says he was “caught up” he means to show an
action taken place without the agency of the subject. ~raul
was entirely passive with regard to this translation which
took place.

The expression as to a third heaven has led to some

speculationl The Lutheran Commentary enumerates three

heavens : the cloud-heaven, the star-heaven, and the
unseen-neaven. Iggo this inner sanctuary raul is declared
to have a.scendeo‘l.‘Jw

Others hold that Paul used the language of or wished to
conform to the languare of the rabbis who visioned seven
heavensg and that here the region of the clouds is meant .
However, Jraul here simply means the highest héavens. This
is true for the following reasons 2 %

1) There is no evidence that the opinions of the later
Jewish writers were prevalent at the time of St. Paui.

2) ‘There is no evidence in the New Testament that the
sacred writers neld such opinions.

3) If Paul held such a view of seven heavens, then this

view would of necessity be incorporated in the body of Christian

doctrine.

4) Yere it is evident that “paradise" and " third

heaven" are synonymous terms. Paradise is alwvays taken to

55. leyer relfers this to the time of Paul’'s conversion,
but here we cannot asree.{ Heinrich ¥Wever, Criticzl and
Exegetical Handbook to the Hew Tests ent, vol. 5, 672 ff.).

556. Henry Jacobs, The Lutheran Commentary, vol.8, 316.

57. Charles Hodge, Lxposition of the Second Epistle to
the Corinthians, 282.
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i
H
I

mean heaven.

| Paul's description here of our coming glory is full of
meaning. He was permitted to behold the state of those who
are in eternal bliss. He was brought face to face with the
realities of the unseen world, where he viewed the beatitude
of the triumphant church.58 There he heard words which are
not to be uttered. Luther has interpreted this expression
to mean words which cannot be translated into human language.
Others say that this means that Paul was given information

intended for him 2lone, to be enshrined in his heart, or that

they were reserved for divine communication ( Lutheran Commen-

tary, lieyer, Hodge )« Over against all of these we hold that

Luther is more likely correct. Why should God give secret
information to Paul ? The whole context of the verse wants

to show the siblimity and otherworldliness of this rapture

which Paul experienced. Certainly then the words spoken are

unlawful for a man to utter. He cannot do so because they

are far above and beyond the language of man.

Paul speaks of the present Jerusalem and then of the \
59 ? 3
Jerusalem above, meaning the one of the future. Lenski says 3 "
60 o
The capital city of the Holy Land was to be
the center and source of heavenly grace and peace
for the chosen nation, a type and symbol of heaven
itself, which is thus also called "the new Jeru-
salem," where 2ll that the earthly Jerusalem was
to be comes to its consummation and final readliza-

tion.

58. Henry Jacobs, The Lutheran Cormentary, vol.8,317 ff.

59, Galatians 4, 26.
60. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New

Testament, vol. 7, 240-41.
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To the true Christian the Jerusalem above is his.
true destiny. It is the symbol of all his longings and
hopes. Best of all it will be free. It will be a liber-
ation from sin and all of its resultant limitations and
trials. It will be freedom from the mndéane. This glor=-
ious freedom is far bgyond man's comprehension and its!
full reazlization can be known only in eternity.

Finally, Paul speaks of ol own o righteousness
laid up in heaven which the righteous judge will give us
at the last day.61 This crown which the believer receives
is truly a crown of victory. This crown of rightecusness
is not a merited one, but entirely like that of life or of
glory which consists in the fadt that one now becomes full

62

partaker of the righteousnese which is by faith.
'
The expreesion,esjﬁouoa'uxlm_ s is always forensic. It

5

denotes that quality which is ourse by virtue of a decree of
the Divine Judge which declares us to be ¢§,£4,.s or right-
eous according to his cf)l;hv;‘ or norm of ﬁight.ss

"That day" refers to the final day of retribution. Jesus
the Righteous Judge Himself will extend this b:#ssed inheri-
tance. All those who love His appearing, that is those who
are true believers will receive this‘glorious crown of

eternal righteousness.

6l. II Timothy 4, 8.
62. John Lange and Philip Schaff, " II Timothy," A

Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, vol. 24, 114.
63. R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the New

Testament, vol. 8, 874.
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