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Cbriatua seine Gema:l:ac1e VOD· ibm daa esige Laba amptanga 
hat, an dam er auah tellbaben d&rf'... Dem oblme•chi!,igen 1JDd 
aterbeuden Kensahan b:ringt der Qin.age Gottea tre:l.e Gnade, 
Jlioht aber dam, dar du Boese wlrkt. 

Exa.otq what is meant b,r the Vfl1!1' laat phrase :ln this quotation 

J111St remain, riddle, tor Scbl.atter does not apaDd on the thought 

there axprassod, It constitutes, iD, f'aat, the conclusion ot his m­

tire arswa,.en't on this po:lnt. • .0n the surtaae, be it ~tad, the phra.ae 

aaams nai ther varr accurate nor var., Qiriatian~ 

Olahausea is tar more outspoken in his univerullstic. interpreta­

tion ot this passage. Though he does not azalude :lmn:lmate and irration­

al. creation from '{T•l • S ·, as do~ and, to all iDtan.ta, Sohl.attar, 

he wists ~t Ullabrist:l.an mank:lnd be by all 1188DS iD.oludad. 

The ~ting and 7earn1Dg ot the creature oannot poaaibJ.¥ be 
admitted to be mere allagorr, nor is there au, reason- to re­
gard it aa applioable to men onq, to wit, such as are desti­
tute ot the Qiriat:l.an prinaiple. These certa.inJl' aro not to be 
azol:aded, tor, aa "the children. ot Ood" can OJU1' be those re­
generate br the Spirit ot Qiriat,- there wo.uid be· a total. si­
lenoe (it the ~~,s 118re to aipifT the :lnan:lwte creation 
axalusiw ot man) as to the ultimate 'br1ngiDg in ot the extra.­
Christian worldJ nq, it �~� be alaoat denied,- wbiah, .1n. 
&verJ' respect is Ulltenabl.e. 

Before :refuting these interpretations 118 shall brief'll' describe another 

which likewiae tinda mnld·nd in the 1C-rl~u • together "1th tlia rest ot 

creation, without, honnr, omn:lng to Olabausents conolusiona. Lange's 

22. Op. cit., P• 275· t., passim. 
215. Olabansen, 11.bliqal Coameptarz m. Jiu. law Testaaent, vol.. IV, 

P• 52. Obriatiana are not to be 1Dcluded .1n. the ,rr-'u , .1Jeoa~•• sqa 
Olsbauaen, nth• tOl'll, aa it wre, a D.811 creation, ditf'eran:t. flraa the 
old," loo. cit. Heither are those who haw lmo111nmd re~eot.ed Christ to 
be illc.lmed; "but all those, to whoa it (the Oospel) ha.a not coaa d all, 
1!fho could not, therefore,. retaae it, are ot courae to be ccma!dered cm 
a l.nel wj.th 11811 �~� ~terior to Qariat, n p. 58. Die auumption,, tor 
wbiah Olaba118an offer11 no proot ,. is that -. born anterior to· Christ 
wUl have· an oppw t."'111" to cla1a Ilia bet~ th&T are ~udpll. 



.&O 

understanding of this passage ls perhaps t,'pical of those who tollcnr 

this interpretation. 

Lange, too, stumbles at the daring personifl.ce.tion. in the passage . . 

:l:t n1,•,~ be ret~ed ~uaivelT to subtnVMn creation. If ·11811Jdnd be 

at ieaat in BOllB manner :umluded, this difficul.V :ls remoyed tor Lange, 

tor he feels that 11tbe real peraom.ft.cation ot 11&ture 1:n man is the . . 
final P,'OUDd tor the poetical peraoniftcatiori o~ 11&ture.1124 

. The .lpoatla assumes that tbis c:reature-apberti 1a in a atata 
·ot aollectiva, paillf'ul. striving for development., 1f'hicb. expresses 
itself as sensation onq proportionat~ tot.ha sensational 
power ot lite; and heoe is more datillitaq azpl"essed, appears 
1101'8 frequentlJ', and reaches its oJ1wx ill Hving areatur.es W 
in the natw.•al longing which menJdnd feel.a. 

T'.a.e least cmamcm denominator of all of the above ·mterpr'etationa 

is the iDoJ.uaion of m,nldnd, in &OllB fol'll or other, iD t.ha creation. 

"It fa ree.dU,, apparent," aa Philip¢. remarks,. "how im.probable is the 
, . 

in~ion of elements-so ·haterogeneou,s in tlaa Ol,l8 notion of ,rr"<s • "" . . . 

It n can tai-1mer prove from the context,, as I believe we can, that tbia· . . 

24. Limga, ·J. P.,. and "l'at, F.-. R., Die: Bpist.la .st, l!!!! a . .:Y!!. Bomau, 
p. 2'10. This, too, se,ms to _be the view ot Foerster, iD Kittel,. although 
ha places the emphasis on the moJ.us1on ot na:tur~, ·man's participation 
baiDg asBWll8d1· •Qerada bai diesa ~•sung ist dieser Sa.ta keine mebr 
oder Wliigar sel.bstTarataezullicbit" oder ahscbwaif'eada Auaaaga·, scmd~ 
Bimreise aut einen aerkwu8l'dip11 Tat.bet..~, sueret em arstes AnJc11npu 
·der iiwey-,~" 7ip. ~,:~~ u;;,, TIN~,.,.,_,._ Jlmm •ergibt sich der Sat•• 
'Dl.e_sa SchoeptungJ·_ ist- alles das, ~s um dtia. llanschan rill.Q der Ve-
gaengllchkei't un.tenorten ~• \vorab' der lenachl)~• op. c1,., a.ab • 

25 .• ·Ibid·. In a footnote to L!mge'a 'J'91iiarkaJ Riddle axpreaaes .,.._ 
opinim that Jl8IL is to be 1nclu!fed in. the: J0-1t.1s , at 1.ea,t u to his 
m:terial. 'bodl'• Ba 'f.11.• ~s the f~ovdllg izl.toreat;lzig obae:n-aticm-1 
"llatare .wai"ts, but iratural MD is iDdU'f.,_j; or hcu~tile. - -T817 bodJ', 
which-, m ~a '6lhdneali, he daau t.he sourae ot sin, nits for glorif'i­
Q&t.,icm, wlp.la his soul ·uses its power over it to atif'la. •• inarti~ta 
deaiN." Ebrarct' s '¥1•• acarcq- merfts lt.:tenticm. In varaaa 19 'and 22 ha 
includes; but in 'Vft'88S 20 aiLd 2l.'he ezcllides NnJcind. ·file aanmptioa 
is· anti~ gratmwua • . Oa:q, it nah a · ahitt in ,,..;n1n1 wer.e ~ 
indicated could this poai-t1on - - def'endecl. · 



1a not · cml1' improbabl.e but impoaaible, than we mq wi:~ a single ges­

ture diSlliss all of :these int~ters. 28 

It is evident, first of ~, that Paul is contrasting _the ic.-r(11,s 

(v. l9tt.) with the ·sons !Jf ~ (v. 2S). Can these,- than; be included 
,, .. 

1D the concept o.t trr1tr1J I '.l'ha e.ttempt to .include the aml! of God, ~ 

••~.ch as the., have ~ materlii bod,r., ia cl.9111"]1' .t~ced Uf!~~•• ,411 

lfebe observea1 "Diaee Diedere .Sei1ie luaat aicll, der hoehei'4'11 Dicht in 

aolahar Selbataendigkeit gegenueberaatsen, daaa aia neben ~~(v. 2S) 

die da seuf'zan und aich aabnan noah &le e1ne beacmdere aeut'sead·a und 

pobnende Kreatur traeta. 027 But can ib,e ccmtantion of JrownD and 

S®.latter be upheld, that the contrast ia between the whole and one ot 

its parts, batwaan all men as they are by nature and man as thq ~ 

come ill Cbriat? ·This interpretat:l.on Jias 4 priori._ more 1n ~ta ta~~ 
, 

those which include wnJd:nd ODlT a, J!!D. in 1m~o,1 a1Dee whan,cr, "'.s 
means mankind it• generaJ.l1' means~ iwnJdnd .. ("ct. Ilk. l61i5) 1ha 

oa p ,rflJY-~dJ~ Nl ot verse 2s, however, poses an insuperable ditftcnil:tr 

tor such an interpretation. 1am ha8 stated the· &rg\1IDeDt in some'thing 

like f'J.nal. t'orm·a 

Ea 1st ebanso lqgiach 1msulaeaaig_ ala aprachgebraucha'4drig, 
daa• A 1"» "" l eiD.an 'i'hail fol.gem. lleaae,. dessan Gan~•• durcb 
oa :MIW•il eingatuehrt •er&• Varneint• do~ der 9rate liegativa 
!hell d:1:aso ateigernden Partikelvarbindullg die E:lnaabraankung 
eines lJl'theil.a auf! Blna·, waehrad ·der neite .poaitiva Th'!ll 
noch auadrue~;die lnreit81'Ullg des 'Qrtheil~ auf. daa And~ 
babaupte:t.... BB .nrd alao schon c1urch ,vntaktische Orueiade ~ 
Cbl'istanhei~ vcm der d.M~ awtgescbloaaen 'Dlld dadurob die Bit­
·s1.~ a~ die .Nanschhait in 1hrea gansm 1JmtaDg Ul'ql08glich 
gemaciht.28' ' · • 

26 .• P.blllppi, op. cit., P• 10. Of. Bofumu "Ila Oegti:baata au d• 
lindam Qottea lmnn f'$u . '1W auaaJD1eDtuaanda Bnaicbmmg dasJ-1gen 
aain; wa.a ala lftrrk der aah~BP.far.l.achan lhaati:~t Gotta• TOD ilir dm 
RBIIBD hat. ~emtt iat die lilelischbeit ~geacbl.osaea.," op. alt.,. P• S29. 

27. ·Babe, op. oit.-, P• 71. 
28. ~, op. cit., P• 517., 



'lhe sons of God are 1n no manner whatever contained 1n. the ,n-,;IJ • 
Can the C011trast, than, be between 1;Jle sons of God and the uncbr1a­

ti81l portion of humanity? In defence of this interpretation allusion 

is made to the rm langmg of wnk1nd attar 111111ortali:t.,-. But Paul 

1s not here speaking of., the canon. lang:lng after irmrtal.1tyJ he ia 
.. ,, 

epeak1ng of a det1n1te ev81'lt, the 'ln,oMIAutp" 7TJ"I 7r1r.,,u1 Tri .9miJ1 

the great oonawmna.ti~n of the Redeemer• s kingdom. Ito argwaent :1, needed 

to prove that tb.ia 1a something quite different troa the COIIIDOll longing 
29 

attar immortality. A further reason. adduced tor :lnclud:ing at least the 

unbelieving Gentiles 1n. Kr,;,~ :la that Paul would be paaaiDg th• IO' 

ent1r~ it ..-,-1.,.s meant ~ aubh.uman •creation.. !his, it 1s stated, 

Paul would not do, a1n.ce his t:l.rst and pri.llu,- COIIC81'D was alwqs tor 

the Gentile world. The truth ot the •tter is that the Gentiles are in­

cluded, not, however, 1n. the tq>s& 1 but ill the ulo'& nii ;)aoi • !his 

1s GU'f'01'd1a interpretations 

Before the "restitution of~ things", he (Paul) apected 
that the "flilneaa of the Gent.llea !iiboal:d cc;mae in."., and "all 
Iari.81 be saved". Menldnd, therefore, so tar aa thaJ' talf1ll. 
their proper deatiD;r, 1n. accordance with the great proaiae 
"in. "tb;y seed ilhall all the nationa of' the8sa,rtb be blessed," 
are all in.eluded among the •acms of God11 • 

!here are a1ao positive arguments troa 'the contut against in.­

eluding uncbristian mankind 1n Knl/5 • One of the mo,11t cogent 111 that 

"it cannot be said, 1n. its tall and proper force, tbat menldnd ware 

'brought il;ato their presellt ata.te, not bl' their om .act, or: w:tJUngl7, 

29. er. Jl'i.taon., Pb111p s.,•The 11eva1at1cm ot God" 1n 1i1!!1 God Ii God&, 
PP• 7S-98, tor an excellent discussion: on t.hia ~ related aub~e'ota. 

so. OJ.tf'or4, op. ~t., p. 155. Of'. Da1fette1 •If' the .Apostle had 
wished to speak of the enslaving alid freain& ot manldnd, be hardl1' 
would have Ollitted ref'8NIDC8 to s1n aa the ground of' the ODe IU1d faith 
ot the other, 8ILd ,. ~udgmat on unbali"8ra,• quoted 1n. .Alford, op. 
cit., P• 394. , 



but bJ' the act and power of Goc111Sl. ("t'. 20) •. A fwt.har diffi.cul.V is 

presented bi' verse 21,· where Paul states that the NTl~I.S awaits a dq 

ot deliv.eranoe. · It is espea1al.JJ' this varse that has led ooaantators 

ot a 'UDiversallatic bent to read JlflJIJdnd in.tr.> KT1-:Us • But :t.hat 1a & 

faulty- rendering of Paul's thought, for at"another place he aqs that 

'Ullbellevera approach, not l-~au:>~/.ca, ~'j cftt§ t.s r,J--, nir,.;,:a:f·'but . 

o'i\cSr~ lino 11f06,;ntnl Toil ::)~av (2'lheas. 1:9 •. ct. also ch&pters 9, . 

10 and 11 of Bomans., where a double fate is 'UlldeniablJ' predicted tor 

mauJdnd). ffl:aether God has other means of reaching 11811 with Ills lcmt 

tban 1ihoae revealed 1n Qiriat is not for ua to ~u.dge, ILOr is it pious 

to speaul.a.te on. the matter. Rather, it would be well tQ bear ill m1ild 

Delitsacli',a very- ~erioua words in reference to this1 

Wird diese pud880gische Weltgeatallt serscbl.agen, so 1st 
und bleibt der Mensch was or innerbalb deraelben gewordan. Er 
1st un4 bleibt, . er w1rd nicht vernichtet, dmm ebensowanig 
ala Apokataatase der Boesen, lehrt die Sc:hrift denm: achlies&.­
liche · Vernicht1JDg. Die 1181l&cbl1che Vemunrt moachte gem so 
oder so dan lbllillJIIWJ auf'heban, ld.t d• die Wal;keschichte 
abschlieest. llag Bia ea a,if' ihre V~an~ thun, nur laal­
s•e sie die Scl:arUt m.cht. Dleae ~ -nigan ~•oenli~ 
Lab• Ulld Fortbestand all.er perao~ahen lfeaen,, 'UDd nar s2 e1Dan durch daa was sie se1tl1Qh gnordm priDcipiell bediilgtan. 

Ou.r tmct; is s:peaJr1ng of~ of ·the gl.tts of P."&oeJ 1mbeHeve:ra nowhere 

tit into the scbame. 
~ 

'.le are thus left with ~ one poss:lbility-.1 :In our passage «r•" 
is "eqld.valent to all nature,. nSS tbe whole created universe,. exclWliva 

Sl. Hodge, op. cit., P• 425. 
se·. llelitaaab, l'ran•, Bibliache Puchologie,. P• 471. ·:r111a1 and con­

oluaive on this ~tis the arguaent troll Pavl1a• usage. 1'1iough st .• Pal 
s~ ot regenerate man as ,,..,-i ,crk.,3 , he ~ speaks ot ~ 
gm~te man as 1Td°)41i KTl,,.s ., IIIICh .less ~ as • 

zss. V~t, llafflll L I Ward st'Wlies !a~ .!!!t Teatepp+., '901.. m, 
p. 95. So also Bau81"-preuacban, pre.er, 'Fhqer., aJid Bo~arison.. There is 
no exact parallel ue ot /f'T#I..S :In ~ 11n 'l'eatamat. In Babb1n1.cal 

1 -



ot· DIBII• It ia what we COIIIIIODl1' 'UDdaratand • "nature" or the "cna.ted 
• ♦ • • 

um.Terse". ~are is 'DO U:C\188 for uk1ng & further distmoUon between . . . . 
am.mate and inanimate nature~ Preauiaab:q, this is done to leasmi tba 

force of the peraoniti~tiOD;i .Tlie peraom.tioaticm is hardlJ' lea~ intense, ' . .. . . 
how8V81", 1t b.r ,m,,.$ we understand -1.mate natun' rath.- than .!ll. nature. 

Stoe~t hapl)il¥ aalla attention ~ !Ather1 s . mcplanation of the PJ.rst 

Article and the phrase "me and all ~atll,l'ea". Bare is almost an axaat . . . . 

--, ,el to C • • .. Q\-....:1. - C I M ~- or. O&O• nn, c.,- l(dl .f 1(7M_IS • • 

'l'he idea of_ the glorification of _all nature oammt 1>e sud to be 

UD-Panl tne "for the a1mple reason that it is clear]J' 9XF.9ssed in our 

pasaago.03~ lor can it be ea.id to be unbiblloal•. tor it 1a a ~tantq 

recurring theme, especiaJ..q in. the Old Testament prophets. 36 It farther 

evidan.ce ia desired tor our interpetation of KTM• , attaa.ticm might 

be callod to the comiaenta:to~• BIIODC whoa the great maJorJ;t., take it 1a 

this s8118e, A list ot those ocmsulted would' incil.ude Luther, Calvin, and 

alpba'batiaalq I Uf'ordt Barth, Bengel,. Besser, D1111u,,-, Gitto1'd1 Godet, 

Hodge, luebl., Lutrhardt, Jlaclaren, 1ioule; Rebe,. Ue.rer,~•.Philippl, Sanda;,-, 

Stoea1dlardt, Tboluck., Weiss, Ulid f.alm, among ot&era.37 

literatv.e, too, there is .no identical uaap tqr the Babrew ·equival,aa.t 
\l't•"1~• Saa straok, Barmmm, ~.,, 811:d Bll:Lerbeak, Paul; lomantar S 
Bauen 'l'estaaen:t;. ~ 'l'alliud J!!!!i lf:l.draach, p~ 2'5. In a~ litera­
ture there are seriral. .possible J>8.1"allala, among which ct. Tob. a,s, 
aa)q:,, .,,.,."~ I'. oi. ~~o: ·IIJ:.lfTd ... l .,,. ,,.u AU (Iota, h~ar, the 
plural tm'il). 

54. stoeckhardt, op'! cit ••. p. 572. 
35. lfe,re-r; op. cit., p.· 321:. · · · , l.... , • 
36. ct. Cm:,aoatum1 l•r,; tfi l_p"l~'f"~.,,~, w «!"'~~! T,,., , _,..,, k., .. 

7p0Htl•U7 7ft ""~,,., ,m,..T-: ·'JCN'rdV tll'1T£t- ot- ..,..,,rw,. no,,;,.,,,,, 
.... T~S 9-rn',rT.ts 11~'" .-1~.VTl'.S IC. ':•.i\. : . 
~tad in· -.er, ·loc.: ,c:1t1 Bi'bli . ~ will tie noted aa t.114' are 
suggested b,r the dis~aicm.. · ,: · , 

· s1, So aJ.read;r· Irinieua1 "~t et ipaaa aond1 ticmem· ( lt'r•• , ) rein­
tegrataa ·a.d pri~, s;ine prohibitiou serdre iustia et hoc ~poatolua 



85 

.&ssualDg that tbia llllOb-diacusaed question has been aDinred, we 

are at last ready to re8Ull8 the argument. How. la it that Pal can intro-
.. 

duce 1111ture when he l'liahaa to enhaDca our ccmcepticm ot the ~tneas 

of the future gl.orrl How can nai;ur_e contribute to tbia ccmcep~on? 11J'or 

the ea.meat expectation ot the creature waiteth tor the maniteata:tion 

ot the sons of God. 11 Orea.t is the _glo17, ao great,: 111. tact;, that all 

nature remains 111 a state ot constant and eager auapease mtil it 1a 

revealed. Tbc.t ia the reason 1dJ;r Paul i,ntroducea natu.J'e at tbis .point. 

And that, too, tol'lllB the topic sentence tor all tJiat follows 111 reprd 

to nature. We ahall, therefore, CODtent ourselves with a hasty gl•~ce -.t 

verse 19, learing the d1s·cuss1on ot its tall. implications tor aubaet{U8Dt 

chRpterS. 

t.tro1C111fH1io,ci-, is one ot those rare and baautifal. 1I01'ds that cm­

Vfll1 a picture, whole and aritire to the point ot m1nate de~, 1i;o the 

mind ot the attentive reader. Hodge contanda that a 11811. nraed in the. 

plastic arta could faah:I on a convinciDg figure ot Hope, harillg but this 

single word tor 11iapirat1on.38 The picture 1a that ot one wlio •tchea 

aagerq tor ao•thing with outstra.ched head ( &,,rd , froa - K•,P.f , head -

oo,r,w , watch). ;,n_6.1a pret1nd to intcmaU)· the force ot the 110rd1 aa 

.s9 The expecta­

tion la abaraoteri•ed by eagerness, 7et it does not pendt itselt to be 

f'acit aenUe■tull in•• quae eat ad Romanos, ·a1c dicana, DUI axpeotaW, 
etc, 11 quoted bJ' Babe, op. cit., P• 75 • . To aomplete our catalogue ot tea­
~-~ •• we rater ta the Inglish varaicma. Goodspeed, llottatt, ~, 
the Ctholia law Teatemant,• the ll. V • and the R. S. V • f'ollow the A. V • 
1n ~ti~· ot /CT1'ts by "creation". 1be Twentieth C.tur.r trans­
lates 1~ ''na:tu.re"J ~, "creaticm", "ne.t.u.l'e8

1 lllld •created nat1ll'8",; llmd, 
"the 'llhol.e createcl. llllivarae• and "the PQ"aica1 world". 

· BB. Bodge1 op. cit .• , P• 422. 
&9. (ilJoted in Babe, op. cit., P• 72. 



"hurried to 1mpatianca or daepa:1r.n40 Jzv'cme who has •tched a chlld 

brea.thlees]T note the pro}lrese of an approaching parade Jmowa tba plo­

ture ''babind the ward. ID literature this precise f'ona ot the word ·ocaara 

on]T iD the lew !eatammt. It is used cmoe more b,r Paul in Jlbil. 11J.1 

ID that passage, aignif1can~ enougb, "TID'crlfl.,doK/., complemeata 

Kittel makes a vu,- helptul obsemticm: cm this points 

Das Wort ·drlleckt Pbll. 1120 mit .-Mi• nsammen die 111m11"­
sichtllche Erwartlmg aus, . wobai an aich wohl. l-,lms die bep,11m­
dea Bottmmg ba■eiclmet, -:,1i011rf"'iolr"- · du UDbestimmte AbwartenJ · 
Boe_m. 81_19, ~-~den Christen IRl v •. 2' f''!, diasea dar 
ualidgen Schoepf'uag. · 

• 

Yet we do not wish "to draw too sharp a diatinoticm, tor as we &ball sea 

(v. 21 t.) nature herself shares in the .-Aff.4 ot God1·a chlldren. Ware 

there no hope tor mankind, there w_ould be no .eager expectanq in nature. 

'llw.t is already' attirraarl in- the present Terse.- '!he eager azpactaticm 

ot nature (~ w-f,.,..,.,..s perhaps beat~ as a subJectin gaaitive) 

i, mK.r.;~cfd• ,r.J1 O ;,.;.,_ 'TR :)·eol, • Accoi'diDg to ~12:euachea.~rreks~:r.,.,.. ... 
is in the Bew Teatamant used axclusi~ in ccmnectioa with the Chr1st1an 

hope and its snaral. obJaota~-' 3 ft.a 'U8e ot tu. word in our passage need 

not be considered an acaption.. !b.a obJeat o:t the axpactat1• of nature 

is, at tba ,same ·t1ma, one ot· the ob~ecta of ·Cbria1,:lail hopaa, '5cwo)JTAljD''F 7o• 

~c!>l"P"S (v_. 2S) and its attendant ~i\rc,39"-'il (T. 21). (ct. •• 24 ft~)' 

40. Pbilj,ppi, op. cit., P• 9. Heace, Iather•a 11aengatl1cha Barren" 
is-too strong. ID his sena~ ha modifies· this :to "ailL alicllichea Banm", 
op. cit., P• 109. 

41. "lllll:,lgan ~ ·that · Paul J!1V ~va .made the aubatazi~va lro1I 
the varb,tr•f'46•1ec_,,,, •" ~ch ia coaon 1n PoJttiius and Plutarch, Bobart­
aon, A .. ,. , .!mt, Pidtma Ja, !I!!, Bew Teataatmt, P• 575. 

42. lit'tel, op. alt., 1n loco! · · 
a. "ateta '90D dar chl'iatlloben Bottmm:g 1111d 1hND '9'8l'8abiedenm Ob­

~~• • Ba.\ler-Preusahan, op. oit., ·:1.n l.ooo. ct. eapao1aJl;r Oal. 51&. 



9n,rcJ~.i\o.,...,, aignities; u stoeckhardt aqs, "du• man pu wag 1st, 

gam autgaltj; 1D Btwaa.•" 'Di~ ia here a ·daubla proaopopeila.1 &at an . .. . . 
~1r0i,y, .,Jo1e,'., is ascribed to naturaJ twm ~e dt~•r.,00«1~ itsalt is pre­

•~ted BB being completel,y absorbed ~ &II obJect!5we mus~ _ins1at, hcnrner, 

tor reasons to be elaborated later, that this is ~ .!!!'!. pers~catioll, 

"mere allego1'7'11
, as Olshaus,n charges . ~st '\ihi• rendering . ot the wrse. 

Iavolvecl in it :ls the deep• essential tmth that. the fate of all na­

ture is :l.ntillla~ bound up with that of man, Whether we l.o9k 'backward 

to the fall (v. 20), or ,forward ·to the COl18UIIIIIBticm o.t Christ•aldngdoa 

(v .• 21), we see nature ref'leot::lng the lot of man. Or ll!Vi ••· "- sq 
• I .. 

that nature recapitulates 1n ·hersal.t the ~ator., ot her f'onmoat child 

1n a manner betitting her atationt48 We quota DamullJ" in au~ of thia 

1Dterpretation1 

Ba (Paul) conceives ot all creation aa involved !Ji .the t.,_ 
tunes of in!""DHiJ', But this, ~ 01".!'&tion be pera~, natur­
alq leac1s to the idea of a lf'&terlous 8"1JNLtlv" betwea the r.>rld 
and man,. and that is wha\ the Jpoa~e axpl"t&aes. Creation is not 
inert, utter:i,, UD&piritual., alien to our lite and hq,os. lhat 
risea. troll it is the msic ot Jnmallit,. - not apparan'11' .110 ,still 
and· sad to Paul aa to Word~,-but witli a Jiote °(~ 114Lt 
rising tr:11!,apbaDtli' above all the pain of ~ct. 

To cODoluda this cbapter, lat ua en]!1 :ae a bit more aloseJi' the 

obJeat o't natara•a l.oglng end hopeJ ~,7"JJ" ium,r.,lc.1y11, TVI u/vr,-~ 

Burton defines CtrrolfllAl'/1~ aa a "disalonre of a peraon or thing ll11Ch . . 
·that its traa character aan be ~ceived,1148 Be;l.1tmtrs in au-1~ h&.,_ 

44. stoealcllarclt1 op. cd,t.~ p .• s'is. . 
46. Ct. Ph111pp1, op; cit., P• 111 •~tana IIUDdi exapectatio cma-

stuiter a:upectat.• 
48 •. 'lhia is the th_. of all that ~oll.on. 
47. DamleT,. op. cit., P• 849. 
'8. Barton, Ernest Dalfitt, Bew !e■tamant ..!ml studiea1 P• 82. 



v. 15), but. the adoption 

ia not 7et. COJIPlete, inasmah 'aa tba inheritance NM1ns to be oc,mpl► 

ted 1v' the drn-oilu~~•., ml ~J' (v. 2S). Thfs will H accoapJJ.abed 

49· · , '\, . · 
at the Parousia. 1l1e ottro1t~11uy,,~ , the complete disalolllire at God'a · 

sons is, henae, ·s,n~ and synchronous with the revelation ot tbe 

glo17, referred to in verse· 18. Cil;v1n·• • in~tation ia u acc:a:rate 

&8 ~I 

Ba (Paul) calleth tbat the "rnelation qt the acms at · God", 
•~ we sball be l1ka 'Ullto God; as John saith, tor .alt.bouaJa we 
know we are Bis sane,. it bath not appeared what inl shall be, but 
-.e know that whan He shf4l appear we ah~ be like S.., tor we 
ahall see Hill as Be is. Bis meaning is mt; that tu eons ot God 
shall be manitested on :t}le la.at dq; but tb&ll it ~ appear 
how hapw and bl:eased their lot ia., wha 1b•, ·ha'f'ing put ott 
corruption, ahall pu.t on celestial glo17. 

"1'his n,reaJ1ng of the aons of G.ocJ w1ll be the signal tor. the great 
• 61 . . 

trana.1.0l"Nlti:on•" 1'bat is the real ••• of na:ture•a 8aP.l' aapectanc.,. 

Bba is 11~U81lt to see those mnr guests am~, because aba knon 'tliat 

to ·receive th• she will don her t~s:'ft appareJ..115~ We haw here the 

ftrst tentative stateamt ot a thaa whiab will. be boJ.dl1' amcnmaed 1n 

49.. It is interea'ti.q to note tba;t;. tbe same 1l01'd JciroKJAuyu that ia 
used tor the second' aoaing of the lesaiati• ia here used tor the diaoloa­
ing 0~ the RODS of Ood·. ict. J.Cor. 11'1; l.Pe\ • . la?.) lib.en Cbri.st shall 
appeu tha11 ahall those who .are llia be revealed together .. ,11th Bill. "It 
ia a new axpreasicm of~ dee~aeatad ~~~•sot tell.onhip with 
au-1st, which leads the Jp,stle to call tli1a •the nmtlaticm of the sou 
at· God1 • not of' the 89n at Ood," m.dcUe•a DOte 1n Lange, op. mt • ., P• 2'11.. 

so. Oal.vin.,. JohJI,. ~ .!J9l. :Y!!, Epistle gt st, ~ j;s_ j's, 
Boman&, p. 218. ct~ PJ:ailippia •The 1'8Yelatian wn~ ia aot · that ot the 
ug;,. ot dod• a ob1.ldra, at present acmaealec1 but still ai:lstiq, but tbe 
1•ewla:t1on ~ 118111.faatliticm of the obildren ot God themselves, wld.ch is 
accompliahed 1?1' aeau of ~ :then to. be · ft.rat oomd:t,ted to thlll.," 
op. cit.~ P• ll. 

51. Sandq and Beadlaa, op. cit.-, P• ·2G'I • 
62. Goi:lat,. op. cit., P• 90. 
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I 
vwaa 21. The hope of wnJdnd and 11&ture alike, of ltTM'l.5 1n 1ta broad!. 

eat aenae,. is centered upon the gl.Ol'J' and· the treedOJI to be r~ 

at Cbr:l.st•'a .coming. 

Tb~ •issue. will indead 'be gl.-orj when Ba who ia the haacl 
at-once of "Batu,• (Col .. 111&.JS),, ot the ·haa"V8il:I¥ 
11&tions., and ot redeemed man,· ahall bid the Taat pei'i­
oda ot' conf'J.1ct cease, in 'Ula bour ot et,rnal pmpoa·, 
and ahall maniteatq "a what Ba .!!!,~ to the lld.ghil" 
tota.1.&S . . . . 

'\ 

~. llauli, op. cit., P• 227. 
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