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people."65 During the reign of Herod the Great, (40 - 4 BeC-), when 

the last vestiges of the old unity betweon politicos end‘religion were 

utterly broken, the Pharisees consolidated and exerted their greatest 

influence. At this time also the two best=known Jewish rabbis, 

Shanmai and Hillel, taught, and the two famous schools named after 

them trained the rabbis who carried on the intense religious zeal of 

the Jewse 

In a general aye the above-mentioned conditions of Palestine 

ond Jerusalem prevailed when Paul journeyed to Jerusalem to avail 

himself of a higher education in one of the famous schools of the 

Rabbise To be sure, the externalized religion of the Pharisees and 

their fanatio enthusiasm to preserve the last stronghold of Judaism 

were not new to the young man from Tarsuse fhe Pharisaic home in 

which he was born and reared had already influenced him in this 

direction. However, in the enviroment of Jerusalen, he was subject | 
| 

to the ultimete in logealistic dJudaisme In this metropolis of Judaism, ! 

with its growth in learned Rabbinical schools and its increased number 

of synagogues, in which both Aramaic and Hellenistic opinions found 

ea home, there was no lack of religious atmosphere. However, beyond 

these general opportunities for religious learning, Paul was 

privileged to study under Gemaliel, 1 teacher of the Sohool of Hillel, 

the most influential of the Rabbinical schools in Jerusalems Desorib= 

ing his activity during his course of instruction at Jerusalem, Paul 

says thet he had been "brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, 
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educated according to the strict manner of the lew of our fatherse™&4 

fo appreciate fully the influence which the famous Rabbi and his school 

at Jerusalem exerted on Paul during his years of preparation, it will 

be necessary, in the first place, to describe briefly the illustrious 

Rabbi himself. 

In its broader aspects, Gamaliel was perpetuating the tradition 

of his illustrious grandfather, Hillel. By recognizing that the lavs 

mist take account of actual conditions, Hillel gave a new impulse and 

direotion to the study of the Law, and infused a new spirit into 

Pharicaisme®5 While he was the head offschool, which later bore his 

name, Hillel had also systematised the exegetical method of earlier 

soribes and had reduced it to seven rulese As president of the 

Sanhedrin he demonstrated his interest in practical affairs by procuring 

tho passage of a law regulating the cancellation of debts in the 

sabbatical year, which was proving injurious to business enterprise.56 

The broadminded leadership of Gamaliel, exercised in the true 

spirit of his grandfather, and characterized by his sound judgment in 

relating the learning of the schools to the practical life of the 

people, earned for him the title of "Rebban". He is ono of the. seven 

emong Jewish Rabbis who have been honored with this title, and in 

addition, all the Rabbans except Johanan Ben Zalkkai were descendants 

of Gemaliels®” - Genaliel was a men of eminent learning ani character, 

and was not tramneled by the narrow bigotry of the peote™® Like 
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Hillel, Gamaliel was influentiel in passing many excellent laws which 

were aimed et promoting the welfare of the whole community e®9 In the 

laws which he framed for the intercourse between Judeans and the heathen, 

he advocated en equality in the treatment of the two peoples 2 Even 

though he inspired a watchful enthusiasm for Jewish Lew, he was not 

averse to the Greek literature and culture whioh had been brought 

to Jerusalem. Surely, this thoughtful, highminded, and religious 

teacher mat heave made a profound impression on the young pupil from 

farsus« Paul probably did not realize the true greatness of his 

teacher until after his conversion, but, that. the broadmindedness, 

and sympathy which later characterized the great Apostle had their 

beginnings in the school of Gamaliel is quite probable. 

Though the mild and gracious character of Gemalie). mst have 

had a direct effect upon his school and his pupils, the course de 

instruction which was presented was undoubtedly mach like that found 

in the other Rabbinical schools of Jerusaleme Beoause of the lack of 

information it is difficult to determine the exact nature and extent 

of the education in a Rabbinical school during the time of Paule 

Some general conclusions, hovever, seem to be possible. The whole 

course of instruction undoubtedly was aimed et a thorough familiarity 

with the written and tho oral law and their respective commentariese 

That such an emphasis was placed on the study of the Law is evident 

from a remark made by Josephus, to the effect that the Jews consider 

that person a wise man who is fully acquainted with the laws of his 
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people and is able to interpret then.’1 the system in the main, 

therefore, was one of Scriptural exegesis. In addition to memorizing 

as mach of the text and commentary as possible, the students were 

also trained in the subtle arts of disputation end facile conversations 

Ecolesiasticus lists the following elements found in Rabbinical 

trainings: to give the mind to the laws to be occupied in the 

meditation thereof; to seek out the wisdom of the ancients; to be 

occupied in prophecies; to keep the sayings of renowned mens; to be 

where subtil parables ares; to seek out the secrets of grave sentences; 

to be conversant in dark parables.’* oral instruction appears to have 

been the method most commonly employed. Most likely, during the 

school sessions, the learned doctors proposed various Scripture 

passages or other suitable topics in the original Hebrew. ‘hen, 

efter these had been translated into the vernacular, they made them 

. the subject of comnentary: “various interpretations were given; 

aphorisms were propounded; allegories suggested; and the opinions of 

anoient doctors quoted and discussede"75 Even the young pupils were 

urged to participate and to contribute to the discussions: 

Undoubtedly the Rabbinic training which Paul received at the 

feet of Gemaliel left some life-long impressions on his person and 

charactere ‘The influence of Paul's education at Jerusalem included 

both negative and positive characteristics. On the negative side 

may be included the extreme legalism, the fanatic zeal, and the 

misguided enthusiasm which characterized the Apostle before his 
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comes the [interpretation] theory mentioned in Galatians (3:19), 
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conversion. In the schools of the Rabbis he could hardly avoid the 

hair-splitting exegesis and the extreme emphasis on the "letter" of 

the Law. For him too the spirit of the Old Testament Soriptures had 

been lost in the maze of commentary and traditions Later on, the 

negative effects of his Rabbinio training became apparent again in 

his intense hatred of the Christians who were acoused of offending 

against the Law and the Temples 

Nevertheless, the instruction under Gamaliel, which probably 

extended over four or five years, also exercised a positive influence 

on Poul. Among the assets of Rabbinic education gained by Paul, we 

must first of all mention his astounding knowledge of the Old 

Testanent Sori ptdrens In his later ministry Paul repeatedly referred 

to the Old Testament and assured his hearers that the Messiah 

promised by God through Moses end the prophets had comes Paul could 

speak of analogies and relationship between the Old and the Hew 

Covenant because he was firmly grounded in both. A more specific,   
but less important influence of the school of Gamaliel is noticeable 

in Paul's interpretation of Scripture, which occassionally reflects 

the rabbinical or apocalyptic method. The allegory of Sara and Hagar, 

used by Paul to show the relationship between the Old and the Hew 

Covenant, indicates a point of contact with the allegorical exegesis 

influence on Paul con be detected in his dependence “on the peculiarities : 

of the edifying legend, the so-called ‘Haggadat. From this source   
  

74. Deismann, Ope lt, pe 101.  



M
e
s
s
 sh

 

31 

and noticed in other places (Acts 73553 Hebe 232), that the Lew was 

not given directly by God Himself but by the angels; from this source 

comes the number 450, also in Galatians (3:17), and that popularly 

femiliar touch (I Core 1024) that the rook thet gave A ter to the 

fathers had followed them in their journeyings in the wildernese."75 

The device of ranging type and antitype in corresponding colums, 

indicates encthor trace of the influence of Rabbinic training.’® In 

the one colum Paul mentions such types as Hager, Ishmael, the Old 

Covenant, and the earthly Jerusalem, and in the other their spiritual 

opposites, Sara, Isaac, the New Covenant, end the heavenly Jerusalem. 

Undoubtedly Paul did not use many of the methods and skills acquired at . 

the school in Jerusalem, but, nevertheless, the training in these 

details had disciplined his mind and had opened many new vistas toward 

the understanding of the Old Testament Scripturese 

Apart from the actual skills acquired in his formal education, 

Poul's stay in Jerusalem served to familierize him thoroughly with 

the Jewish thinking of his day. Later on it was extremely importent for 

him to know what the Jewish scholars and teachers thought, and what 

‘they taught the people. In the light of his Jerusalem experience, he 

could intelligently discuss with his people the fulfillment of the 
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15e Ibide, pe 10S- Robinson, ope Cite, pe 34. Zam, in his 

commontary on Galatians 3:19, makes the following statement concerning 
Paul's interpretation of the manner in which the Law was given: "in 
ihrer [der Engel] Begleitung ist Gott auf Sinai erschienen (i&. 68,183 
Deut. 33,2, unzweideutig nach LXX) und in dem durch Engel gewirkten 
posaunenartigen Schall hat Gott zu Moses geredete --- Das Gesetz ist 
von Gott nicht unmittelbar, sondern duroh Vermittlung von Engeln gegeben 
oder, wie es in bezug auf den gebietenden Charackter dieser Offenbarung 
heiszt, verfuegt worden; und es! ist dem Volk nicht ummittelbar gegeben 
sondern in eines Mittlers-Hand gelegt wordens" 
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Messianic promises of tho Old Testament, and, by virtue of his insight 

into the thinking of his people, he could understand their doubts and ~ 

misgivingse He could become “to the Jews a Jew*s In addition to the 

understanding of the thinking of his people, the Rabbinic training of 

Jerusalem helped Peul bridge the gap between the faith of the Old and 

the lew Covenente “He had an intimate Imowledge, both practical and 

theoretical, of the ground of the legalistic controversy, on which he 

was to play a decisive parte He brought with him to the Christian 

camp, the resources of a trained Jewish jurist, a skilled Rabbinical 

scholar end disputant. He was the one man qualified to effeot the 

transition in doctrine and institutions from the old faith to the nev, 

to transplant Christianity, witnout destroying any of its roots, from 

the ancient soil of Judaism into the wide and rich field ready for it 

in the Gentile worlde"?? 
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