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F. C. D, WYNEKEN 1810-1876

"Father of Lutheran Home lMissions"

INTRODUCTION

The 1ife of F. C. D. Wymeken is closely interwoven
with the history of confessional Lutheranism in Ameriea.
lilot only hes he been rightly called the "Father of Luth-
eran Home lissionsin the Missouri Synod", but, together
with the leader of the Saxon Lutherans of lissouri, G; F.
Wo Walther, he was one of the early champions of strict
confessional Lutheranism wherever he was privileged to
work in the Lord's Kingdom. He was conservative to a
fault, but this had not always been the case. Time, Tea-
chers, and, especislly, God's Word tempered, matured, and
molded the early Christian training which rationalism had
failed to undermine in his early youth in Germany.

Wyneken's span of 1ife covers one of the most impor-
tant periods in American Lutheran Church History. It was
a formative period, a period wﬁich had brought Lutheranism
in Amerieca to the orossroads. Wyneken, as missionary,

pastor, organizer, moderator and defender of the faith,




threw the weight of his whole being into the life and de-
velopment of the Luthersn Church (which God, in His wise
Providence, had planted on our shores slmost & century be-
fore), paertioulsrly in the middle West. And the influence
of Wyneken's mighty stature both as pioneer missionary and
"defensor fidei™ has been abiding and effective in the en-
tire Luthersn Church to the present.

The period in which this man of God labored so effec-
tuelly was one of searching, sounding and sifting, a period
of sdaptation to the difficult barriers of language and en-
vironment. The overcoming of these obstacles meant the
solving of many perplexing problems. HNow that the Luther-
an Chureh had survived implantation and the rigors of pree-
tically 100 years of existence on Americsn soil she was
oconfronted with these questions in this ers:

1) In how far wss the establishment of a strict con-

fessional Lutheranism possible in the face of Ameri-

oan sectarianism?

2) Could this type of Lutheranism become & proper

child of the new homeland and play a part in the ma-

king and conserving of 1¢7

3) Could she become thoroughly American in charascter
and yet remain thorcughly Lutheran in consciousness?

4) Was it possible to throw off the shackles of con-
tinental alliences, or was an intimate connection vi-
tal to solid Americsn growth?

5) MHight the time be ripe to cast aside all hallowed
traditions and associations, repudiate her distinctive
life and faith and be content to be recognized as just
one of the many American denominations and more or
less gradually lose her distinetive identity?

6) Was this a time for the uniting into one strong




body all the different elements of Lutheranism in
America, and was this possible?

7) VWhet of the Reformed tendencies which seemed to
be gaining strength in the Church? Should they be
accepted?- :

8) TWould it be possible by sore sort of united front

to control or entirely eliminate the doctrinal laxity

which had become so evident?

Hemmed in on all sides by strong Evangelical, HMetho-
dist and Presbyterien entrenchments, Americen idealism
seemed to demand the strength of a united Lutheran front.
All churches and synods were imbued with this idea, but
with different basic¢c prinoiples of union. Able and ag-
gressive men took opposing sides. The names of the Schmu-
ckers, Xurz, Passsvant, the ¥rauths and others come to
mind. Controversy was inevitsble. Wyneken was one who
stood with the conservative element against the opposing
tide of unionistic tendencies which would have seriously
undermined true Lutheranism in America. He fought tooth
and nail in his congregations and in the synods to which
he belonged for the establishment of truly Lutheran prin-
ciples.

Coming from a land where the evils of rationalism
and the alliance of Church and State were so apparent, 1t
was natural that he should be opposed to ANY tendency which
might weaken and undermine the bulwarks of a Church which

should be kunown for its strength. And, by the grace of
God, he succeeded, together with those with whom he later




became assocliated, in successfully transplanting the old
orthodoxy into new surroundings as a living snd vital
Churoh, though often hampered by much opposition.

We believe that Wyneken may rightly be called "the
nineteenth century patrierch of the Ameriocan Lutheran
Church" in the same measure in which luehlenberg is re-
cognized as such in the proceding century. It is the
life, work and influence of this man of God which speaks
to us from the pages of the past in this brief history,
speaking as one of the organizers and founders, to his
first love, a Church, which, by God's grace, celebrates

its first centennial.




I
German Theology in the Early Nineteenth Century

An examination of the period of German theological
thought into which Wyneken was born reveals the fact that
it was a time in which pietism had lapsed into a disregard,
even into contempt, for the confessions of the Lutheran
Chureh. Within the German universities, including Halle,
scepticism had displaced the fundamentals of revealed re-
ligion. Biblical criticism strengthened scepticism, and
historiesl oriticism did much to relegate the Bible stories
into the category of mythology. It is said that a major-
ity of the preachers of the time endeavored to satisfy the
spiritual oravings of their hearers with shallow rational-
istic discourses on morality.1

However, retionalism though@enerally ascepted by the
intellectuals and burgher olass, had no gppeal to the "Junk-
er" and peasantry of Germany. Spiritual nourdsshment was
8till to be found in the religious literature of their fa-
thers, in the Bible, in Luther's postils, in prayer books
andhymnals, rather than in the aforementioned moralizing
"sermons" of their pastors. The common people, it seenms,
either failed to understand their pastors or thought them .
entirely lacking in an understsnding of spiritual matters.

A peasant womsn aptly expresses this sentiment when she

saye: "Es plaudert sich Ja soveit ganz gut mit dem Pastor,

1. Seeberg. Reihhold, Die Kirche Deutschlands im neun-
zehnten Jahrhundert, pp. 21 % 28.
Re Thid., Pe 22.




nur nicht ueber Religion, denn das versteit he nicht."

In the last quarter of the 18th century and well into
the 19th, the German people had experienced a national and
spiritual rejuvenation, surpassing in importance sny pre-
vious period in German history except the Reformation. In
these years a decided reaction against the bonds of olassi-
cism and rationalism set in. Tew emphasis wss placed on
sesthetic and moral values; the pietism of Spener and
Francke, whioh had almost succumbed to rationalism, took
on new life. This new movement began battering down the
bulwarks of rationalistie influences and tended more de-
cidedly toward oonfessionalism.3 In the field of religion
Sohleiermacher's "Discourses on Religion" produced a ori-
sis in Germany's spiritualloutlook.4

F. D. E. Sohleiermacher (1786-1834) was the first
great national and political preacher sinsce Luther. He is
numbered among the greatest scholars that Germany ever pro-
duced, and in the field of theology his influence was at
its peak. In 1806 he had the sad experience of seeing the
University of Halle closed by Napoleon. In his ocapacity
of aourt preacher to the king of Prussia at Berlin, his e-
loquence did much to swaken a new spiritual attitude. And
as professor of theology at the great nationsl university

3. Seeberg, R., Die Kirche Deutschlands im.Neunzehnten
Jahrhundert, p. 2l.
. Franke, K., A History of Germen Literature as De-
termined by Sociasl Forces, p. 519




of Berlin his influence stimulated an interest in theolo-
gioel studies that'extended beyond the borders of Germany.5

In universities and urben centers, once strongholds
of rationalism, smell groups or "ecircles", such as thet to
which C. F. W. Welther and other lesders belonged, began
organizing for the study of 0ld church doctrines. These
movements were in full swing by the year 1817. From the
University of Erlangen, Rudelbach, Guericke, Harless, Loe-
he and others spread the doctrines of Luther, Gerhardt, and
Bengel.6

However, incidents from Wyneken's gymnasium and uni-
versity life, especislly his appearance before the Church
consistory for his examination as ministerial ezndidate bear
out the faot that rationglism was still g powerful factor
to be dealt with in the inner life of the Ohurch.7 And it
was agaeinst this changing background of events and spiri-
tual awakening in Germeny that Wyneken now steps upon the
pages of history to give some impetus to this religious re-
generation, especially through his later contaots with Pfar-

rer Wm. Loeche.

5. Allgemeine Deutsche Biographie, Vol. XXXI, pp. 422-

456,
6. Princeton Review: Biblicpl Repertory and Princeton
Rev1ew, v°1. XXV PP. 446-4190
7. Hlorris, s G., Sources of Information on the Hiatorz
of the Lutheran Church in Amerios, in "The Tutheran Chur
Review XIV", pp. 620-621.
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II
Wyneken's Birth and Farly Life 1810-1838

Friederich Konrad Dietrich Wyneken was born on the 13th
day of May in the year 1810 2t Verden in Easnover Province,
Germaeny. His fether served as pastor of the Lutheran songre-
gation at that place. He was the youngest of six sons and
he had five sisters. Little is known of Wyneken's father
except for the fact that he died when Wyneken waes still a
young lad. Thus there was thrust upon the mother the entir;
reeponsibility for the care and provision of the children.
From the few facts gleaned, she rmst have been an energetic
and resolute woman. With the help of a meager government
pension and by taking in boarding students who came to Ver-
den to pursue their studies at the gymnasium, she seems to
have provided well for the entire family. Her rugged de-
termination and character influenced greatly the training of
all her children and her wholesome strictness made for exem-
plary obedience. It is said that by a simple gesture or a
sidelong glance she held even the six boys in leash and a
mere rustle of her skirt quieted the entire g:roup.1

God blessed her stewardship so richly that she was en-
abled to give all of her six sons an excellent education.
Three of them studied law end the other three, including
young Frederiok, studied theology. OCne of the daughters
leter became the mother of Justus Ruperti, pastor of St.

1. Der Lutheraner, Vol. XXXII, No. 14, p. 103.




. liatthow's Lutheran Church in HNew York City, while another
was the mother of Jr. H, C. Schwan, for many years Presi-
dent ol the lissouri Synod and author of the exposition of
Luthexr's Snmall Gatechism.z

Until the age of seventeen Wyneken pursued his studies
at the local gymnasium in Verden and then matrioulated &t

K\the University of Goettingen. However, the attitude and
genersl character of the student life at Goettingen beocame
junbearable for him &nd at the end of the first semester he
|left to enter the University of Helle. Eere he completed

jhis gourse of stuvdy at the end of two and a half years.
The leaders of the theological faculty at that time were,
for the most part, rgtionaliats and inciuded such men &8
Je Ae Le Wegscheiderd and ¥ilhelm Gesenius.4 It was for-
tunate for young Wyneken that the ratiomalistic philoso-
phies and humenistic views of these men made little or no
impression upon him, despite the fact that there were meny
things still lacking in his religious character and make-
up.5

As far as we are able to discern, the only merber of

the theological faculty at Halle who was firmly grounded in

2. lien and Missions (edited by L. Fuerbringer), Vol.

III "Frisderionh Konrad Dietrich Wyneken" by G. E., Hagemann,
o Be

- 3. 1771-1849., His "Institutiones Theologiae Christi-
anae Dogmaticae" is considered the standard dogmatic work
of rationalism.

4, 1756-1842. Renowned Hebraist, author of Hebrew
grammar and diotionary. Wrote "Der Prophet Jesaise".

5. Der Lutheraner, Vol. XXXII, No. 14, p. 104.
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Christien orthodoxy wes the younger Friederich A. G, Tho-
luck, &nd he was ostracized by the majority of faculty rem-
bers for his convictions.6 By his clesr and unwavering
testimony for Christ he brought the real Gospel light, nct
only to ﬂyﬁeken, but to countless others who care under his
influence. His was the firet direct influence on Wyneken
for true spirituel understending. That Wyneken was still
far from the full truth is sttested by his own statement
that while engaged as a tutor in thoseearly days he had so
little knowledge of Seriptural truth that he began his in-
struction in Bibliecal ?istory with an exposition of the
Book of the Eaccabees.,

I{ was during the years he was serving as private tu-
tor that he finally came under the influence of Pastor von
Hanfstengel in Leesum, near Bremén, where he taught for
four years. It was von Hanfstengel who directed his atten-
tion to the real worth of the Bible as the Word of Ged and
to Christ &8s his Savior from sin. This was the turning
point of his life, for it is here that his definite reli-
gious understanding hégins. His associations with & number
of orthodox pastores in this vieinity were &lso instrumental

in influencing him to search the Soriptures. And it was

this intense love for the Holy Seriptures, end his constant

6. 1760-16%%. Converted to faith in Christ by Beron
von XKottwitz; wrote commentaries on John, Romans and He-
brews, "Students' Father".

7. Amerikanischer Yalendar, 1877, pe. 16.
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ond concentrated study which provided the deep theologi-

0al understanding. This, by God's Holy Spirit, wltiuate-
ly made of him the truly great theclogian that he was.

A short time later he held the positiom as Rector in
the Latin School at Bremerford. Then for some two years he
becare the privete tﬁtor of the son of a weelthy nobleran.
This young led, for ressons of health, was forced to seek
e southern clirate and, &z & result, Wyneken was privileged
to accompany him through southern France and Italy.

Following his return to Germany in the fall of 1837
his ettention was celled to the pitiful spiritual cornditions
emong the German settlers in fforth Ameriecs through his read-
ing of a number of miésionary Journals which ceme into his
hands. These reports made such & deep impression upon the
young men that, unmindfvl cof his aged mother, sisters arnd
brothers, & life of esse which might have been his through
several influential positiors which had been offered him
gt this time, he promptly mesde up his mind, out of deep
love for tre Savior, to serve these fellow Christians in
&merioa.g

Since he was inured to saorifice and for some time had
been accustomed to making his own wey in the world, the re-
sponsibility of such 2 deoision held no terrors for hine.

To this might also be added the fact that he was encouraged

8. Der ILuthergner, XXXII, 14, p. 105.
S. ibidem,
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in hisg resolution by many of the God-Ffesring pastors of the
vioinity, fThus it oasme about that Wyneken erbarked for A-
meriocs in May of 1838 as a young rman of 28 yeare.lo

That Wyneken was eminently qualified for the task which
iay before him cannot be denied. He was endowed with a
moet cherming personality. From his mother he had acquired
unbounded energy, resoluteness and rugged determination.
He was glear-cut in his c¢onvioticng and of good, sound
judgment. His edusation was beyond question, with Goet-
tingen and Halle as background. As g linguist he had a
roady commsnd of his native German, Frenoch, and English.
His travels as tutor had brosdened and mstured him. Zhy-
gically he had a poweiful frare, capable of enduring any
hardships. NDifficulties never dismayed him for he had been
used to facing them. He was well gble to take ocare of him-
self in any emergency. Cnce he had wade up his mind to do
a thing he was determined to asrry it through, regardless
of oost. In short, he was well equipped for the diffioult
task whish the Lord had placed before him.l1

In his theology and religious'equipage he had come
quite some distence since Goettingen and Halle, thanks to
the God-feering pastors who had teken him under their wing.
The firrness of Wyneken's faith st this tiwe, his deep con-

vietion of the trutn of Soripture, and the determination

10. Ameriksnischer Xalendar, 1887, J. C. W. L. Linde-
nann, pPe 15.
11. lLen and Migsions, op. ¢it., P« 9.

T
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with which he confessed it, is admirsebly attested in his
exemplary condust at an examination of ministerial candi-
dates which he attended shortly before his departure for
Anerica.

The unbelieving, Consistorial Court Officer, L., to
whom Wyneken's decided Christian character was well known,
had selecoted the dootrine of miracles ﬁith the intention of
sounding the stability of his faith and perplexing his mind.
He opened the examination somewhat as follows: "Evidently
miracles do not oceur now. The only question therefore is,
whether miracles reelly did ocour in former times." There-
upon he put the question to Wyneken: "What do you say to.
this?"

" Without hesitation he replied: "God is a God whose
miraculous works are of deily occurence, and I'm surprised
thet you, sir, of the Consistorisl Court, deny this."

Astonished at such an answer, l&. proceeded: "But you
certainly know whet Spinoza has written on this subject?"

¥ith cheerful good ﬁumor, but decided firmness, Wyne-
ken replied: "Well,‘but what have you and I to do with the
philosophical speoulationé of this atheistioc Jew? The
Soriptures, the Soriptures, my dear sir, are our rulell”

This high spiritual dignitary had never before met
with such courage, for 211 other candidates, who had ap-
‘peéred before him were much more inclined to tremble than

to contradiot him. He hurriedly rose from his chair and
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appealed to 2 rmass of seeming proof, by whick he expected
to justify his position.

When Wyheken found opportunity to spesk agein, he gl-
80 wae cerried awsy with excitement, and, likewise spring-
ing to his feet, refuted in texms of eloquence all that the
exeminer had adduged.

So the ewamination was ch&nged into a disgussion, to
the immense &stonishment of the gentlemen st the green ta-
ble and the hesrers assenbled in the ante-room. The most
remarkable faet of all, however, wse this, that the modes-
ty, the effable menner, and the good humor of the candidate,
thot charsoterized his eptire heroic defense, so won the
heart of the exeaminer, that he openly commended him and

12
gave him his certificate "summa cum laude".

12. Arerikanischer Kalendsr, 1877, p. 16. Een and
Missions, op. 0it., D. 1ff. lorris, J. G., Fifty Years ~Years in
the Lutheran Ministry, pp. 620-62l1.




L
Iutheranism in Ameries in the Zarly 19th Century

At the time Wyneken landed in Americs, late in the sum-
mer of 1838, he wes well aware of the spiritual conditions
which prevailed among his German brethren, but unaware of
the oonditions which had brought them about. Hot only had
meny Lutherans in the East been seized by the lure of the
West, but their number was steadily sugmented by a stream
of immigrants pouring direstly into the Midwest. Thodsands
of these settled in the lississippl Vslley, in Illinois, ‘
iichigan, Indlana and Ohio, where they frequently displaced
the AmericaqboPulation in widely scattered communities and
became, as it were; islands of Germans in a vast westerm
sea with socareely a contact with the outside world.l And
there were those who settled in the larger ocities of the
Middle West where language, nmational pride, religious oon-
vietions, and soclal customs were, for a time made effeo-
tive use of in maintaining sloofness from the populstion
and served as an effective barrier againsfassimilation.z
All of the gsbove may be better understood when one realizes
that the potential Lutheran population inoreased three times
a8 rapidly as the populstion of the United States in the

1. ™e Lutheran Cbserver, Vol. II, ay 15, 1835, p.
149. R o
2, Ibid., Vol. I, Hey 23, 1834, p. 274,
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3
years from 1820 to 18%0.

It is also true that, unlike other churches, the Lu-
theran Church generaliy emphasized unity of faith rather
than organization and uniformity of worship. Jacobs de-
soribes it thus: "The Lutheren Church wes not transplanted
to America as a homogeneous and thsroughly orgenized body.
The task confronting other religious bodies which have found
& home here has been far less difficult. Coming from vari-
ous nationslities end even within these nationalities, the
multivlicity of small states into which Germany was divided
gave to each its own separate church constitution and par-
ticular church regulations."4

I'rom its very beginning on American soll the Lutheran
Church was thus an incoherent body. Even with the founding
of the General Synod in 1820 and other organized synods it
waes at best but a loose synodicsl organization or federa-
tion, wholly unprepared to minister to the spiritual needs
of & raepidly inoreasing and expanding Lutheran population.
Had the church in the East fully realized and been able to
cope with the golden opportunities aonfronting_the church
in the West, the growth, expansion and solidarity of the

.Lutheran Church in America would have been assured.

- 3« Ferm, Vergilius, What Is Biblical Lutheranism? A
Symposium ;gblnter ret%ti%n, pA gi 5 e B
. Jacobs, Henry Eyster, A History o e Evangelic
Lutheran Church in the United States. Vol. TV of the Mhmer-
ioan Church History Series", 1907, p. 2l
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In the two decsdes after 1830, sontroversies over lan-
gouage, charges and counter-sharges of intoleransee, oppres-
sion and ingincerity, coupled wvi th the westward movement, gave
rise to added synodical hodies, still but loosely knit. The
financial problems with whioh the churoh wrestled, the great
lack of ministers and of an adequate supply of ministerial
candidates from the seminaries, widely scattered sommunities,
lack of synodiceal supervision and oontset, all helped toward
an nnsucesessful cooperation for missionary endeavor among
the immigrants of the West.

I{ may also be understood that these German immigrants
were in constant danger of losing their spiritual heritage,
4 lock of contact with the outside world, churches, and
pastors made them & constant prey to every conceivable type
of reiiglious imposter and vagabond. TFor

"in the abssncoe of faithful ministers, those Germans,

always accustomed in their native land to Gospel min-

istretions and uwawilling to be deprived of them now,
are liable to be imposed upon by every expelled student
¢r banished demagogue who flies to this country to es-

cape disgrace or legal penalties of the law he hes vi-

plated in Germany. In this way German churches of Amer-

ioa have been hrought into disrepute and become thg by-
word of reprosch among their observanit neighbors."

As an example of the above conditions we nmight werely
wention some of the things which came to light in the course

of some of Wyneken's missionary trips through the West. Imn

5. Evangelical Reviéw,.l, Pe 18,
6. The Lutheran Obseryer, XIII, Nov. 13, 1840, p. 2.

Ll
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Wheeling he exposed a sodomite, who had been expelled from

one of the best teacher's seminaries of Germany, serving in

the capasity of 2 preacher. In Indianapolis an army gunner
or artillerymen was preaching to & German congregstion,
while in another locality farther west & cooper had taken
to preashing. After ministering to the people for six
weeks he was driven from the town for oruelty to his wife
end child. When the people were agked why they hed not in-
vestigated his oharacter, Wyneken was told: "He could
speak quite well, we had to have a pastor, and he served
for 1little money." (Er konnte gar erbaermlich schwaetzen,
einen Pfarrer mussten wir heben, und billig war er auch).v
These conditions had become so common that Wyneken and o-
ther sincere nissionaries were looked upon vith suspicion
in the early years of their missionary work in the West.
This may also acceount for the attitude of Pastor Haesbart
of Baltimore when Wyneken and Wolf first approached him.
That the brethren of the East were appealed to for
help is evidenced by letters appearing in The Home His-
sionary of 1835, such as: "Will our btrethren of the East
listen to the lacedonian ory, come aver snd help us?"
(pe 126) ™Oh, dear brother, it would be heart-rending to

you and other friends of Lutheranism to see how the poor

7. Zeitsehrift fuer Protestentismus und Xirche, 1843,
Pe 137. .
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people of our church sre misled." (p. 147) "We want a host
of pious young men to rise up in the strength of the Lord
vho shell feed the perishing thousands with the Bresd of
Life." (p. 58) "For God's sake, take up our ocause in your
peper end send vs a prescher if at gll possidle.” (July 18,
18324) But, for the greater part, these and similar eppesls
fell on deaf ears.

While the Lutheraps were negleoting the German oomru-
nities of the ¥West, the Methodists, Presbyterians, and E-
piscopaliens vied with each other to "save the West for
Protestantisn", ;nd were glso meking their way among many
of the Germans. They were hampered, neither by s lack of
competent men, nor the necessary finsnciagl support.8 The
success 0f the Methodists gnd others in typicslly Lutheran
cormrmnities in the second quarter of the nineteenth centu-
ry shows only too well thet the creving for religious gui-
dance outweighéd any preijudice against so-called "new rea-
ﬁures".g 5

Romin Cetholic strength smong the German settlers of .
the West was remerkobly evident. Free from language bar-

riers they were prepsred to pursue esn aggressive policy

from the very beginning. Wyneken recognized this st once

8. Der Luthersner, Dec. 13, 1845, p. 18.

9, Hethodistio tendencies of revivalism and conver-
sion were gaining strength in the Lutheran Church under S.
S. Schrucker and B. Kurtz. .

10, The liissionary, Vol. II, 1849, p. 66.
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when he wrote:

"From Europe they asre receiving a large number of
workers. Their churches in the cities are beautiful,
and convents, seminaries, and schools are being eres-
ted in the West., Well-trained teachers, both male and
ferale, from all sections of Furope are directing edu-
cationgl institutions and are befgming the educators
of the most influentisl people.”

In the metter of effective support from abroad, the di-
vided condition of the Church in Zmerica was a contributing
factor. Conditions in the Generesl Synod were well known

&s is evidenced by Loehe's statement in the ¥irghliche kit-

{teilvngen Aus und Ueber Nord Lfmerika:

"Cur readers know,...that the Lutheran Church of
Horth America is divided into English gnd German Lu-
therens. lNot only has the English Luthersn departed
from the German language, but also from the Lutheran
deotrires, end certain professors of Gettysburg Semi-
nary head this movement....In fact, we have never ex-
vrected very rmuch from the Genersl Synod. Ve are sep=-
arated from it for we were never united with it. Wy-
neken, gnd with him no doudt, several honest soulf
heve separated. We regard this as gquite a gain." 2

During the first half of the nineteenth century it was
Loehe who realized the needs and did more thany} any other
single person to relly the Lutherans of Germany to the sup-
port of the orthodox brethren in the liew World., Wyneken
was the gad-fly who kept these needs before hiwm. Through
Loehe's efforts missionary societies were fouﬁded, and re-
ligious periodiocals published for the express purpose of
keeping alive and financing the new enterprise. DBeginning
with the impetus given by Wynmeken in 1841 until the last

11. Zeitschrift fuer Protestantismus und Xirche, 1843,
pe 137.

12, Fritschel, G. J., Quellen und Dokumente zur Ge-
sohichte und Lehrstellung der Ev. Luth. Synode von lowa u.
a. Stasten, Chiocago, Ill. 3




decades of the 19th century the flow of Lutheran theologi-
ocal students‘and teachers to America 1o perpetuate the Ger-
man language and through it German Lutheran orthcdoxy, ocon-
tinved with few interruptions.l3

1t was against this background that Wyneken appears on
the scene in 1838 and it was his orgenizationsl ability, en-
thusiasm for the Lord's work, deep understanding of the
needas of the people and his love for them, vhich ensbled him
10 orgenize the Lutheran missionary program in the West so
a8 to gain the best results with the few men available for
the tasgk. Hather than have the Synod of the VWest, with
which he became associated, send its missionaries into wide-
1y soaltered ereas, he proposed the establishment of defi-
nite nissionary posts, from which,as centers of operation,
the missionaries were to extend their operations into out-
lytng comrunities and methodibally push frorm outpost to
outpost until the field had been thoroughly covered. This
system was later sdopted by the Nissouri Synod and isstill
in operation up to the present time. And it was Wyneken
who was largely instrumental in gaining the support of the
Lutherans in Germany to supply men and means for this pro-
Jjeat.

That ¥yneken was well equipped end qualified for the

15, Heve, J. L., A Brief History of the Luthersn Church
ir America, p. 271,



e

22

trenendous task of revitellzing end orgenizing the Luther-
en Church in the West c&nnol be denied. KHis charming per-
sonalily, resolunte charaoter, devotion to his calling, and
his sense of humor won for him alike the respect of Luther-
and ani non-lLutherane wherever he worked. Within the wide
srea of his labors his ready cormand of the Low German dia-
iect helped him win the good will and confidence of the
Low German peasaniry. At all times he proved himself s
true pastor in the highest sense of the term, entering
whole-heartedly into the life of the people with whom he
sssociated. Hany interesting anecdiotes are extant in tes-
timony of this. ot only was he versed in roligions mat-
ters, but on sll occasions he was able to speak intelli-
gently upon the fsrming and other problems in the life of
nis parishioners. He considered no sacrifice too great in

, 14
the performance of his pastoral duties.

1l4. Men and Hissions, ope. cit., pe 9.

' |
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Wyneken as Pioneer lfissionary 1838-1845

Wyneken landed in Baltimorc late in July, 1828. He was
accompanied by his friend, candidate C. W. Wolf.l They had
been befriended on hoard ship by Captain Stuerje, who saw in
these two men added etrength for the church in Americs. He
himself wes & sincere Christien. Stuerje was to stand them
in good stead a short time later for it appears he was a
friend of Pastor Haesbert and vouched for them when Haesbert
wae reticent shout aocepting them without proper credentials
from the Chursh asuthorities in Germany.

Neither Wyneken nor Wolf was acquainted with any person

in Amerioa, 8ll that wgs known to them was what had been read

0f the conditions preveiling among their brethren. As a re-
sult, we find them tramping the streets of the shald 0ity of
Baltimore in search of Lutherans, or better still, s Luther-
an Churoch or parsonage. After quite some sesrch and rmuch
inquiry they met persons who olaimed to be Lutheran. They
reahily acoepted an invitation to accompany them to their
church. They were given & cordigl reception and at "Brother

Numsen's" request Wyneken gladly led the prayer meeting. A4

hymn was sung, the Soripture lesson read, and Wyneken offered

prayer. GQueer sounds begen emeneting from the eudience,
moans and groans as though in pain and anguish. Gradvally

inereasing, they culminated in ecries of "Amen!" At the

1. Little is known of Wolf after Baltimore except for
the fact that he was proposed as missionary by Wyneken then
in Ft. Wayne, to the lNission Committee of the Pemn. Synod.

e wpnames 0 0 0]
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close, being asked how he liked it, Wyneken responded with:
"l don't know whother it was of God or of the devil. But it
sertainly isn't Lutheran." It seems that they had innocent-
1y strayed into ang Otterbein (lMethodist) prayer meeting.
This experience later pleyed en importaent pert in Wyneken's
'3.i:l':‘e.d |

Deeply disappointed, the two men contirmed their search
which ended when they were finally directed to the parsonage
of Rev. Johann Haesbert, pastor of Second Evengelical ILu-
theran Church of the Unsltered Augsburg Confession, later
knovm &g St. Paul's Lutheran Ghurolt_x.5 Introducing them-
selves to Hsesbert as Luthersn missionsries who hed come to
rinister to the spirituvel needs of deétitute German settlers
in America, they were not immediately received with the cor-
diality they might have expected. In view of the fact that
many such strangers, without credentials, had swindled and
betrayed msny of the settlers and were but vagzbonds, tramps
and adventurers, Heesbert's sttitude is easily undersitood.

Added to this was the faet thet they informed him of their

previous experience and their 1odgings'with the Hethodist

1 (cont) At that time ¥olf was in Seline, Harion Co., Chio.
He turned down the c2ll which was sent him and from that time
disappears from the scene. Xirchliche Zeitschrift, I, 76. 93.

2. Amerikanischer Kglendar, 1877, p. 1l6.

3. The orgenizetion of tnis church had resulted from a
break with Zior Church (Uniert) on FHove. 1, 1835. The site,
at Saratoge & Holiday Sts., is now occupied by the Maryland
leter Co. The Eastern Dist. of the Mo. Synod met here for
orgenization, Sept. 12-18, 1855, oalied "Die Jakristei Symo-
de" because the 9 pastors, 2 teschers, and 6 laymen met in
the church sacristy.
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pastor. However, the condor and openheasrtedness of Wyneken
impreseed Hegesbert end his rmistrust was soon o2st entirely
aside vhen Captain Stuerje vouched for thew. A firm friend-
ship was established ard #olf was given the opportunity of
preaching =t one of the services the following Sunda7.4
Shortly thereafter Xaesbert became 111 and ¥yneken took
over full chasrge of the Beltimore parish while Hzeghert
gought relief and recovery in the nesrby countryside. Thet
the congregation deeply appreciated Wyneken's ministraticns
during this period is indicated by the fact that not many
years later he was to be celled s paster upen ngsbert's
regignation. When Haesbert had sufficiently recoveroed to
return to his pastoral duties Wyneken tecame restive. He
was eager to be on his way to the West, Haesberd waé re=-
iluetent to have him go and tried to persuvade him to cccept
a post in the Eagt, but to no avail. He hereupon advised
fynexen to weit until he ocommunicated with the Iiission Soe-
iety of the Penmsylvenia Synod for the necessary cezll or ‘
credentiale arnd be assigned & Tield in which to labor. The
result was thet Wyneken received 2 6all with instrvetions

t0 locate in Indisne and gether the many scattersd "Protes-

tante™ into congregetions. Thus was realized the dream which

had brought this men of God so meny miles from home. He

was now ready for work in the Lord's Yingﬂom. Yot long af-

4. len gnd Migsions, op. oit., ». 1ll.
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ter Haesbert gave this estimate of Wyneken:

"He is a hero of the faith of that type for which &
person, &s & rule, looks in ancient times, long past.
Oh, how this example shames meny of us who live in
peace and comfort, having abundance of all things, and
who are not ready to meke thg least sasorifice for the
Lord and his poor brethren.”

Early in September, 1838, Wyneken left Baltimore in
oompany with Haesbert who Journeyed with him as far as
Havre de Grace, thence by rail to the end of the steel at
Pittsburg. In Pittsburg he made the acquaintance of Pas-
tor Friederich Schmidt, editor and publisher of the Luther-
ische Kirchenzéitung, with whom a lasting friendship was

6
egtablished.

Wyneken continued on his way West by canal boat as far
as Zelienople where he purchased & horse and provisions for
this Journey through the wilderness of Chio. Unaccustomed
to riding, ignorant of the roads and trails, he struck a-
crogs country in the general direction of.Indiana. With the
Lord's watchful eye over him his journey was safe and une-
ventful. Some forty miles from the Indians and Chio State
line, in Allen and “utnam Counties, Chio, he came upon the
first German settlers. The exact location of this settle-
ment cennot be determined today, but it may have been in the
vicinity of Wepakeneta, where Germans are known to_have

settled as early as 1833. Wyneken tarried for eight days

5. Fbenezer, Reviews of the Work of the Missouri Synod
during Three Quarters of & Century, pP. 6l.

6. len and Missions, ps 1. oShortly after hearing of
Wyheken's death in 1876 Schmidt wrote to & friend in Balti-
more: "I oan still recall, as if it were but yesterday, Wy-
neken's visit with me in 1838 on his first journey to the

TS T
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with these people, preaching the Word of Life every dey, in-
structing and baptizing their children of all ages. He‘}a-
ter wrote of these experiences: "I cannot thank God enough
that He, in His great love, led me to these hungry hearts at
the very outset of my ministry." The spiritual condition of
these settlers was indescribable., For years they had exis-
ted in these backwoods, without Word or Sacrament, ekeing
out a bare existence. The people begged him with tears in
their eyes to s#ay and minister to their needs, but even
larger flelds were in the oi’fing.7

Wyneken first set foot on Indiana soil late in September
1838, He reached Decatur, Adams County, Indiana,and wss pre=
pared to make this the center of operations for his mission-
ary endeavor. But again the hand of the Lord is evident and
the field of his lsbors had already been prepared.e

Wyneken was by no means the first Lutheran missionary

and pastor in these recgions. The preocursor of all was the

West. Vigorous, oourageous, and with firm trust in the Lord
he placed his hand to the plow and the Lord blessed his ef-
forts richly. Such a self-sacfificing person as he was is
hard to find today."

7. Conocordia Historical Institute Quarterly, XI, p. 10l.
While he pressed on his way to Indiana another settlement
was in the making which he was to add to his field in this
territory the following yeer. This was the so-called Schumm
settlement near Willshire, Ohio. The first settlers arrived
in May and June, 1838, and W#yneken began serving them in
1839. 3

8. Men and Missions, op. eit., pp. 13 & 14.
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celebrated "Father" U, F., Heyer, who had explored certain
sections of Indians some eighteen years before, under the
auspices of the Pennsylvenia linisterium, the oldest Lu-
thergn Synod in the United States. The Rev. Paul Henkel,
synonymous with English work in the Lutheran Churech, had
also traveled extensively as home missionary in Indiena.
Amoqg other early German pestors on record were J. and J.
F, lsensee, brothers from Halle, J. J.lMeissner and J esse
Hoover.9

1t might also be noted here that there were two Lu-
theran Synods in existence in Indiana before Wyneken's ar-
rivel. One was the Synod of the Weet, orgenized at louis-
ville, Kentucky in 1825, and covering parts of Ohio, Ken-
tucky, Illinois and indiana. This Synod joined the Gen-
eral Synod in 184l1l. It was quite lax as far as Lutheran
doctrine was concerned. Wyneken joined this body shortly
after his arrivsl in Ft. Wayne. The other group was the
Synod of Indiana, organized in Johnson County, Indiansa,
1835. It was more conservative in character and headed
by the Henkels and others from the Tennessee Synod. As
far as we are able to ascertain, Wyneken had no conteots
with this group.lo

Regarding the epidemiocf of revivals found in the ma-
jority of church bodies at this time we might state that

Luthafanism in the Vest wés also effectede A cglose Gon-

9. Wegner, Martin L., The Chicago Synod and Its Ante-
cedents, p. 22.
10. #egner, Nartin L., op. oit., ps 5le
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taet with seetarignism had brought it into being on the
frontier. ¥hen the Synod of the Test had convéned ot Hills-
boro, Indlana, in 1840, the controversy regerding fthis prac-
- ¥ice in the church began to gather strength. The German
Lutherans especislly recognized it as dangerocus end subver-
sive to the escence and spirit of Luthersniem. The pesk of
this proactice in the Luthersn Church of the Vest wese reeched
in 1842, the year sfter the Synod of the West had joined the
Genersl Synod. By the year 1842 o strong resction had set
in, due lsrgely to the influence gnd testimony of Wyneken,
whe at thie time had returned fror Cermeny to te precent st
the gessions, ripened ir power, metureéd in judgment znd with
confirmed convigtione s¢ to Lutherer prsctice. FEe hed no
soonexr become a member of the Synod of the West when he
raised his volee against revivaeliem. FHEe hed published a
portraiture of lethodiem in which be had chown clearly his
opposition to such sublectivisrm end emotionelism. Fecr this
he hed been bitterly ssegzileé by both ITutherans end Hetho-
dists. UNow egain he lifted hie voice on the floor cof Synod
for pure feith and churchly order and prectice. This pro-
voked a spirited snd lengthy discuseion and took precedence
for a time over sll other business. The effeoct of this is
noticeable, for after that year no>further dllusions to the
subjeat are to be found in the minuwtes. The prectice began

11
dying out.

1l1. Wagner, Martin L., op. oit., p. 89
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To resume the story, Wyneken started out from Decatur
{o search for those "Protestants" to whom he rmust minister
and whom he must instruct. Riding through a stretch of for-
est he ocame upon & German settler busy with his ax. Once
more he met the same suspicious attitude vhich he had en-
agountered when he first met Haesbert. "If you are like the
mejority of those preaschers from Germany then you will find
what you are looking for over there in the home of that
rich trucker," he was advised by this settler; "however, if
you are a sincere minister of the Gospel, then there is a
sick man over in that cabin who needs your ministrations.”
Wyneken visited and comforted the sick man &t once and
Loeffler, upon recovery, became a close friend. It was in
this home that he learned of the whereabouts of other set-
tlers.;

He wag first directed to & family by the name of
Puuck, which 1ived some miles awey and was deeply interes-
ted in the church. About fifteen miles from Ft. Waynme he
met a little girl in the woods, of whom he inquired the way.

- She replied with the fact that "Father Buuck" was her own

father; thus Louise Buuwck led the missionary to her home
where he received 2 most cordisl welcore. This ares was la-
ter known as Friedheim and the parish had been served by

13
Pastor Jesse Hoover until his untimely death shortly be-

19, Amerikanischer Kalendar, 1877, pp. 17 & 18.
.13, The name Hoover has Deen anglioized from the German
Huber; his ancestors were Pennsylvania Dutch.
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fore. From the Buucks he received the information that
another oongregation which Hoover had served was vacant

in 't. Wayne. It was not many days after this %ﬁat Wyne-
ken wes on his wey to minister to these peonle also. Thus
Wyheken reached Ft. Wayne in the wening days of Septeﬁber
1838, and established himself in the place which was to be
his home for some seven years. There he also received many

14
bleesings from his arduous labors.

Ft. Wayne at Wyneken's Time

Among the pioneers of Ft. Wayne were a number of staunch
Lutherans who were willing to make saocrifices that the church
of their fathers might be established in their midst. Among
these was Henry_Rudiaili. a Pennsylvanian, whose wife was a
deseendant of the Hemcels.l5 He had settled in Ft. Wayne in
the year 1829, when the town had é population of but 150
persoans, chiefly Frenoh and Indiaens. He wss so successful
in persuading Lutheran Immigrants to locate in this forntier
sommunity, that it was not long until they aould“pravail up-
on the Pennsylvania Synod to send them a pastc:r}6 Through
their entresties the Rev. Jesse Hoover of Woodstock, Vir-
ginia, came to serve themiin.iuly 1836« They laid the foun-
détions of the Lutheran Church in that oity. Hs orgapized
First Ev. Lutheran Church in Ft. Weyne, later called Ste.

14’y Men and Missions, op. oite, ppe 15 & 16.

15 » Eia@er. m., 0P« ‘°1to. Pe 22,

16;, Manelshagen, Carl, The Effect of German Immigra-
tion upon the Lutheran Church in Americse, p. 68.
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Paul's, and also the congregation at Friedheim. He preached
both in the English and German language and his brother, Da-
vid Hoover, taught the parochial school. 4s & result of a
heart attack aggravated by his arduous missionary travels
throughout this sectlion of Indiena, and weakened by fever
gormon in thé swamps of Indlana at that time, Jesse Hoover
passed away on liay 23, 1838, after serving his congregations
about two years. His ashes repose near the place where he
18
so faithfully labored.
Hoover had written sbout his work and parish shortly
before his death as follows:
"I am laboring here to build the Church, but it
is hard work. I have a few good substantial members;
but many who call themselves Lutherans are a disgrace
to the Churchese.l sometimes think of giving up the
work and retiring to the East; but as I came out here
to raise the stafdard of Lutheranism, by the help of
God I'11 do it."4?
Wyneken found these facts to be true.
At the urgent request of the Ft. Wayne congregation
Wyneken established his headquarters there. The Lutheran

Churech had neither church building nor parsonage; services

17. Sauer, H. G., Geschichte der St. Paul's Gemeinde
zu Ft. Wayne, Indisna, vom J shre 1837-1887, On sSaturdey
evening, Cote. 14, 1837, in a meeting assembled in the Allen
County court house, It. Wayne, First Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Ft. Wayne was organized. (The first in Indiana).’
After a oconfessionel address the "Formula for the Discipline
of the Ev. Luth. Church" was accepted. (This was the oongre-
gational and synodical constitution adopted by the Gen. Sy-
nod in 1827). 65 persons-23 heads of families-were present
and entered upon the songregational register as communicants.
Hoover was pastor, & member of the Pennsylw¥ania Synod and the
first church officers inocluded Adam Wefel and Henry Trier.
Henry Rudisill and EKonrad Nid were chosen elders.

18, Ebenezer, op. ocit., p. 98,

19, Concordias Hist. Inst. Guat., IV. Pe 117-118.
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were held in the county courthouse wntil the building
threatered to cave in upon the worshippers. Then homes and
other suitable buildings were used until a little frame
church was erected in 1839. From Ft. Wayne as a base, his
missionery endeavor, which carried him into northwestern CO-
hio and southern Iliohigan, ensbled hiﬂto obtain & reel in-
8ight into the physlecal snd spiritusl needs of the German

20 21
frontiersmen.

On October 1, 1838, he wrote to his friend Haesbert in
Baltimore:

"Eight days ago I arrived in Ft. Wayne. Here as
well ag in two neighboring settlements I have already
preachted five times, baptized children, snd read bur-
ial services. And now these people want me to stay..
«sl @dvised the vestry of the church here to write to
the comrittee of their chursh body about this. Tomor-
row I intend to continue my jJjourney, and I expect to
return in four weeks to receive the snswer. I am read
dy to do the Lord's will, snd I shall lesave it to Him
to direct the hearts of the members of the committee
ag He sees fit. I am satisfied with everything as
long agzl am certain that the Lord wants me to work
1ere.”

The next day, &s indicated, he left Ft. Wayme on the
first of many missionaryhourneys which were to follow.E/In
all probability he followed the course of the St. Joseph Ri-
ver out of Pte. Wayne, passed through the west central part
of Williams County, Ghio,'entered Michigan and continued in
a wasterly direotion to S5t. Joseph and ilichigan City on the
lake. From here he turmed back to South Bend and Elkhart,
again entering Michigan and journeying from Nottville to

20, Wolf, Edmund J., The Lutherans in America, p. 417.
21. Congregations in Allen, idems, Toble, Dekalb, White-

1y & Marschall counties owe their origin to the work of Wyneken.
22. Amerikanischer Kalendar, 1877, p. 18.
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Nilese Turning south, he went as far es Crawfordsville,
lontgomery County, Indiana, and returned through Clinton

County along the Wabash River reaching ¥Ft. Wayne Hoverber

=]

16. / His experiences are grephicslly recorded in his

little pomphlet The Distress of the Germsn Lutherans in
24

dorth America  which was later published both in Germany

andi in the United 3States. We shall quote from it at length
in snother scetion.

At this time the eongregation in Ft. Wayne numbered a-
bout 65 members. For the beginning VWyneken lived in a room
of the Rndisill housshold ﬁhioh had been placed at his dis-
posal. Turing the inferim between his two missionary Jjour-
ney Wyneken established a paroshisl school for the education
of the children. Here his days of tutoring in Garﬁany stood
him in good stead. He taught four days each week while car-
rying on his nther parish activities. Wyneken's room was
too small for that purpose; therefore, he instructed the
children in sny place where shelter could be found, even out
in the open. Freqﬁently the neighbors would open their
homes to him. The instruction of children seemedof primary
importence %o him in the building of God's kingdom. This

work was carried on consoientiously until the arrival of his

23, Concordia Historical Institute Querterly, XI, p.

102, : _
24, Der Iuthersner, 1, 31; 3, 10; 10, 32; reviewed 33,
5. 45,
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25
first {eecher, F. V. Hussrenn in Nay of 1840,

Lbout three weeke before Christmas in 1838 Wyneken de-
cided to mske another missionary trek. This trip hsd to be
postponed due to the fect trhat both his horse snd that of
Rudisill were lame &t the time. On January 2, 1839, he set
out to visit South Berd, Elkhart asnd ! ottville.26 Traveling
ccnditdibng et that time of the year were perilous snd diffi-
onlt, yet Wyneken did not wish to diseppoint the people he .
hed promised to serve. But the hardship of winter travel
wore him down to such an extent that he was ocompelled to
give up hie jJourney two miles beyond Elkhert, too ill to go
any farther. Since he hod promised to return to Ft. Wayne
et e given time he despondently retraced his steps despite

his illness.

25. Congordisg Higtoricasl Institute ”uarter;x, I, 3, p.
€. F. #. Huesmann, 1807-1881. Teacher in Germany who had
etudied at the bcminnrv in Esnover. The sppesl for Lutheran
teachers and preachers reached his ears and he sailed for A-
merice in 1840, Arrived in Ft. Wayne liay 17. Wyncken and
Hussmann became intimate and lifelong friends. He taught
not only in Pt. ¥ayne, but in two cother missdon outposts as
time permitted. Studied theology privately under Wyneken's
supervision. In 1841, during ¥yneken's sbsence on his trip
.to Germeny, St. Faul's was served by Pastcr G. Jensen, sent
bty the S5teds Mission Scelety. It happened thet & part of
the congregation wanted to oall Jensen as its regular pas-
tor to replece the absent Wyneken. Iargely due to the ef-
forts of Hussmann a split in the congregation was avoided
end they remgined feithful to their pastor. Jcensen mocepted
a eall, in 1842, to Pittsburg and Hussmann helped with the
preacuing until Wymeken returned. :

~ 26. Lutherische Xirchenzeitung, I. p. 69. On November
19th he reported to the Lission woolety of the Pennsylvania
Ministerivm whioh had sent him regarding his work in this
new field,

27. Amerikanischer Kalendar, 1877, p. 18.
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Wyrneken now realized the megnitude of the task whioh
confronted him. On Jdnuery 25, 1839, he wrote to Pastor
', Schmidt in Pittsburg:

"I helieve that the only wey tc 2ccomplish any-
thing worthwile in tho vineyard of the Lord is to aall
miseionaries for smeller sections of the aountry. The
General Synod ought to make =n appeal to gll the Iu-
theran congregetions. It is certainly not right that
two thousand churches, snd perhaps more, csnnot support
more missionaries. The occssioral sttacks end srirmishes
on the field of the devil, I fear, are practically workh-
less. Ve must get 2 firm hold and wrest the country
step by step from the devil =nd plece outposts on the
boundaries. If we have not suffiecient warriers of Christ
iqﬁhis gcountry, then I am convinoced that a strong ap-
peal to the brethren in Germeny, espeoizlly to the new
wission societies there (for the consistories cennot
gsuprly us with the kXind of men that we want), will
bring us enough recruvits to fill the ranks. However,
rmay the Lord heln! If we but hang the need sround Fis
neck in fervent prayer, or &s old Luther says, throw
the begeer's bag at His feet, the Church will receive
héln. Thank God that the Church has at last awakened
and has begun fto move and rud her eyes. Ho doudbt she
will then also begin to look around and see where she
hes landed during her slumbers, and be thoroughly a-
shamed of herself. It is indeed fortunate that the
Lord reignes and neither g%umbera nor sleeps, the fajith-
ful shepherd of Israel."~

From the ahove it is evident that VWyneken possessed &
superhuman energy and determination which refused to give up
in the fooe of any odds. That he refused to stand idly by
and wait for assistance is noted from the fact that even
with his numerous other taslks he found time %o prepazg two
young men for the ministry right there in the field. How-
ever, his sppeals for ascistance continued widespread and

unsbated.

28, Lutherische Xirchenzeitung, I, p. 136.
29, J. Jaebker and C. Frinke, first Lutheran students
at Ft. Wayne. Mon and MKissions, oOp. oit., pp. 44 & 46,



Freme—astaa s <

37

On Janmvary 30 he reports bty letter to Pr. F. C. Becker,
member of the Mission Soeciety in Philadelphia, on certain
problemrs in his pariﬁh.so

Things were primitive in Ft. Wayne in those early days.
Not all the members of Wyneken's congregation lived in the
village. Host of them were farmers, some iiving eight or
ten miles from tYown. Roads were bad and any kind of trans-
portation lacking. They attended ochurch .services afoot.
Visiting his members was a task. loney was scarce. Trade
was carried on by berter for the most part. Though ¥Wymeken
resceived little or no salsry, he never bothered wueh about
it. Whatever he did receive in salsry wes soon given to
those in grester need. It was not unusual for him to give
eway the very shirt ffom his bacﬁ. Numerous snecdotes gre
extant eoncerning his charity and liberality. Withal ﬁe was
heppy and sstisfied. He ate what God provided through his
members snd was oontent to sleep on hay or straw i1f neces-
sary. Often his daily fere consisted of black bresd and
coffee. In his deep love for his work he utterly forgot
his own nersonsl need.s.31

Ag Rudisill befriended him by teking him into his ovn
home, so later "Father" Buuck out in Adam's oounty also made

vrovision for him. He presented him with a small log eabin,

his first parsonsge. It was sixteen by ten feet, the oracks

30. Tumtherische Xirchenzeitung, I. p. 116.
3l. wen and wmissions, op. o6it., p. 2. -



a8

between the logs were stuffed with moss and the floor was

of orudely hown loge. It had nc window and studying or
writing was done by candle light or the light which care
through the open door. Furnishing consisted of a home

made bedstead with a straw tieck and bed-oclothes, and a chair
eand table rbughly hewn from wood snd log blocks. As he
himeelf later related, some of the heppiest days of his life
were spent in these bhare surroundings.32

When not teaching school he was always on the go, vi-
giting, searching for those who nseded his ministrations,
treveling from settlement to settlement by night ard dey,
often réiying entirsly on his horse's sense of direction.

As might be expested when living under such oircumstances
Wyneken thought 1ittle of his personal appearsnce. Fashions
were little thought of. [The women attended church inbalies
dresses and aunbonnets, while the men came in shirt sleoves
and jesns. Wyneker tried to nreserve his only blagk suit
for ministerial functions; but the wear and tear of such a
life didn't give 1t muck of o chance. OFften ¥yneken preached
in patohed Jeans. But to his members the Worﬁ presched wss
the importent thing. In rainy weather he wore a caﬁe of
green material., For a long time he was the possessor of a
patr of bright yellgz trousers which are famous for thefy

well known history..

32, Amerikanischer Xalendar, 1877, p. 20.
%3. lien end missions, Opes 8it., ppe 22 & 23.




39

For all the hardships and labor which he expended, Wy-
neken was amply repsid by the deep-affeotion and love which
wes bestowed upon him by young and old. He had a word for
sll. He sphke the langusge of the people. He was a great
friend of children, and his solicitude for them drew them
te him wherever he went. But, withasl, he never fell out of
his roll as pastor, and no matter how Jolly the company

might be, he always commanded respect.

dyneken as Pastor

As we have aiready indicated, Wyneken was an energefio
gnd oonseoratedlpéator. a leader of his flock. The congre-
gation grew, not rapidly, but steadily. Ee was a stirring
preacher, his sermons attractd because they came from the
depths of his heart. His preaching of the Law struck deeply
the oonsciences of his hesrers; but he ocould inimitably and
winsomely preach the Gospel of forgiveness through Christ.
As evangelist he went after the straying and erring with un-
tiring patience and zeal. It 1a.eaid that he was in the ha-
bit of actually buttonholing those wiﬁh\whom he wished to
deal. He either seized a ﬁan'a hend and held it, or tsking
hold of the button of the 6oat or vest, or putting his fing-
er through the buttonhole, he held the person until he was .
finished with the admonition. Ee spoke aarheetly and af-
fectionaately, much as a father with children. At other
times his methods of dealing with'reoaloitrant church mem-

bers seems hersh and rude, but ocircumstances always Justi-

34,MEN AND MISSIONS, op. oit., pp. 24 &25.
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Wyneken was deeply interested in working among the
young pecple. He reglized that if the religious conditions
of the homes were to be improved he must edueste end instruct
the youth in God's Word and sanctification. Bible Class and
Catechism hours were the order for Sundey afternoons and he
insisted on the regular attandanse of the young people. His
stend was firm and descided against all manner of worldliness

and he testifisd and admonighed againsgt it publiely and pri-
25
vatély.

In the summer of 1839 Pastor J. J. Muelson visited Wy-
neken in Ft. Wayne. He was sent by the Pennsylvania Synod
to work in the Viest as missionary. Two weeks after his ar-
rival he wrote to Haesbext in Baltimore these words, which
give sn insight into the esteem in which Wyneken was held
by his parishioners.

"I greeted Brother Wyneken, He was riding into
the village from his home to instruet the children.
He lives with a miller by the name of Rudisill, about
s miles esast of the village. I zocompanied him on a
visit to one of his congregations in Adams County, where
he taught school three days and preached in the fore-
noon. I preached in the aftermoon., The people seem
to eling to him and hold him in desp affection, and
the Lord has blessed many souls through him. Cn our
return we stopped a2t a home where twe other neighboring
families gquickly gethered. It was a little cirele of
cight souls who had been coanverted through his efforts.
His manner of dealing with people is plain and simple.
He has 2 wird tc introduce some chursh diselpline be-
cause of preveiling worldliness in order to bring about
& gemblance of order among his owm mexbers and those who

35, Men and Misslons, op. git., ppe 28<20.
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would join the churoh. He 1s in favor of getting
German school teachers here in several settlements..
++l@ also deslres to return to Gerwany in order to
secure candidates, at least six, to be pvlaced in ter-
ritory which he has visited, if they are content with
food and clothing. Brother Wyneken, however, does not
kunow whother he has these things. Zut it dosan't bo-
ther him. Ke 1s not only content with whatever he has,
vut also whea ke regsives nothé;g. Hde has put me to
shane by his faith and trust.” ‘

Though the csuse of Home lMissions was s&lways nesrest
to the heart of Wyneken and their necds most evident to him,
he never lost sight of the fact that Foreign MNissions were
also the meed of the hour. He incited the congregation to
¢ive for this cause and we find Rudisill, in Narch 1841,
dispatching « check to Pastor F. Sehmidt in Tittsburg for
$35 for Missions in India or China. The congregation had
oromised the sum of 550, but could not raise the entire sum
that year due to the fact that they ogula ezrn little or
nothing in ocash working on the <:zatml.d8

It was on September 10, 1839, that Wyneken wrote his
friend Schmidt at Pittsburg regarding his work:

"Here in Ft. Wayne the Lord has been so gracious
to us that we have Leen able to build our own little

church, a frame building, in which we now worship,
though it is not yet ocompletely finished. Groun#haa

36. Sauer, H. G., Ges. 4. 5t. Peul's Gem. 2z, Ft. Wayns,
Tnd., V. Jgh. 1837~1887, pp. 22-24. Cogether with his church
gounaii he Grew up & constitution whekh was rezd to the con-
grogation for the first time on Sundey, April 24, 1839, and
had to be signed by eny who wished to join the congregation.
Strange to say, members of other church bodies were 2llowed
to eomruns at the Lord's table,

37. Lutherische Kirchenzeitug . iI,np. 25.1 e

38. Concordle Historiocal lInstitute fuarterly, anuotate
coyy of "Amerikasnlsscher Kalender", 1877, C. C. Sohmidt, p.
28 A .
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also been bought for & parsonsge,"
The parsonage was not bLuilt until sometime laler and con-
sistoed of VLut one yoom. This first building program in

39
Pt. Wayne wszs the procursor of wany to follow.

Wyneken's "Appesl"

Fer some time Wyneker had been corresponding vdth
Chriastian frlends in Germany regerding the spiritual needs
of thelr countrymen in ldorth imeriea, bul with litile sue-
cess. fThe only tengible results were the coming of F. W.

Inssmenn, slready mentloned, and the orgenizing of a missicn

0
O
Q

iety in Bremen, pledging itself to gain wen for the min-

[N
(&)

stry in /werice. To Wyneken this pregress was much too
slow. dJust st this time he begen suffering from & throat
aiimert, which gredually beceme worse aund mede it prascticel-
ly impoesible for him to continue preasghing. Ille soon e8p-
plied by letitexr to the liselon Comrittoe of the Genexel Sy-
nod for & leave of absence to seek & oure in Germany. In
its l'ay converniicn this body grsnted bim & leave with the
understanding that lie go to Germeny, not only for reasonse
of heelth, but cleo in the interests of his work. At first
Viyneken hesitated %o leave his post without & czpable sub-
stitute to teke over his perieh. This ratter wes adjusted
by the srrivsl in My of & young men by the name of iAugust
Knape, who relieved him of his country charges. fe contin-

ved to serve these parishes during Wyncken's entire sblsence

39, len and Migsions, op. cit., p. 32.
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and when Wyneken returned in 1843, Knape was called to Ohio.

In Juné three other young men arrived in Baltimore, one of
whom, G. Jensen (see footnote 25, p. 35), came to Ft. iayne,
This relieved Wyneken's burdened mind and he immediately
set about meking preparations for his_journey.4l

It may be injected at this point that the 11th meeting
of the Genral Synod oconvened at Baltimore in Hay of 1841,
and mention is made in the minutes that the Synod of the
West was represented for the first time. It may have been
that Wyneken was the representative mentioned, although this
has not been subatantiated.42

It was in this year that Wyneken wrote his celebrated
"Appeal™ to the Lutherans'of Germany. It was printed and
broadecast both in Germany4. and in the United States, first

in the Lutherische Xirchenzeitung, Pittsburg, by Pastor F.

Sehmidt, then as a separate pamphlet, 1844, It is titled

The Distress of the German Lutherans in North America and

it graphically desoribed the conditions which existed among

40. Con., Hist. Inse. m&g.. II'PPQ].]'.Olé Pt w

41. Sauer, H. G., GesS. d. St. Psul's Gem. Z. o fiayne,
Inds, V. Jah. i837-18%7, Pe 27 1n & meeting on the 12th of
August, 1841, St. Paul's grented Wyneken permission to make
the trip to Germsny.

42, Morris, Je G.. OPs oit., p. 263,

43, Deindoerfer, Geschichte der lowe Synode, p« 7. A
mission soaiety in Hanover printed and published this traot
and it later found its way into Loehe's hands, who at once
printed i1t in the "Noerdlingen Sonntagsblatt”, edited by
Rev. F. Wueherer. It made and earnest plea in behalf of the
spiritual needs of the brethren in the United States.
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the Germen ninneesrs. We quote in part:

. "Either singly or in small groups our brethren go
into the fTorest with their wives and shildren. In ma-
ny oases they have no neighbors for miles around, =nd
even if they have such neer by, the dense forest so
peparates them that they live in ignorance ¢f one an-
other. Cowe and enter one of thege log hutes of yvour
brethrent Behold, husbend, wife, and children must
work hara to fell the gilant trees, to ¢lear %the virgin
forest, to plow, to sow, to plant, for thelr pittance
of money runs low or is olready gone. Bread must be
nrooured, but ean be gotten only from the land which
12 worked,

"And in their log huts a strange sight meects Ger-
men eycs; there those things gonsidered moat essential
in the matter of furniture are entirely lacking, every-
thing is primitive with no {thought of aonfort. Shoes
and clothing wesr ont, winter ie at hsnd. Srell won-
der thet everyone workas in order %o support body and
1life, There is no distinetion rade between Sunday and
wee¥k-day, esvecielly since no shureh bell srlls them
t0 the houge of God and no neighdbor in Sunday clothes
aplls for his friend.

"It is not to be wondered a2t that the piloneers'
tired limbs seek their souch without prayer and that
dire need drives them to leave 1%t end return to work
without nreyer; even the prayer at meal tims hes long
ginee vesnished because of inveterate infidelity or re-
eent trouble. Bible and hymnal have in rmost cases been
left in the old country, as the people, owing to rs-
tionalier, had lost the tsate for them. o preacher
arrives tofouse them from their carnel thoughts and
pursuits, end the sweet voice of the Gospel hss been
unheard for a long time.

"Mms one ronth nasses after another; materiel ocon-
ditions improve, want is relieved, the fields flourish,
the log hute dipsppear and stutelier mansions teke
their place. One sees better olothing and more cheer-
fl feoes. But their souls? For years they have not
tacsted of the Bread of Life, no Table of the Lord hav-
ing been spread for them. They have growm used %0
spiritual death and con now get along well without their
Tord, eg their farme secmfo ppovide thet which they
need in order to enjoy their daily life. _

"5 be sure, in the beginning, when frnther and mo-
ther looked out with forlorn fases updn the forest
from their log hut end hunger or death stalled into the
ezbin or when a little ohild was born and the heart for
a moment, by the grace of God, hed become still and
with the longing for home also the memories of beauti-
ful church services of childhood and trercwith the
longing for heaven softly entered the soul, then per-
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hops a sigh was lifted: 'Ah, if we only had a church,
a rinigier, a schooll Whet ghall become of our chil-
drea?' 3But you guite well know how soon temporsl af-
fairs stifle such emotions, espeaislly when people do
not hear the Word of God. 5o the.longzing which ot
first was kindled dies awey by the ousaning of Satan
gud the inclivetion of our owa flesh and blood,

"2iature to yourselves thousands of femilies seat-
tered over these extended tracts of land. The ourents
Gdie without heariag the Word of God, no onec aroumses and
gawonisnes, no ouc comforts them. Ficture these young
and 0ld upon thelr death bheds; with never so mueh as a
thought 1a preparation of the solewn Judgment. 3ut a
servant of the Lord would be able %o direst the lost
one to the holy God, who outside of Christ is & csonsu-~
wing fire, butl in Shrist a reconociled Father; He might,
by His grace aad the power of the Word, lead the heart
to repentance and faith, and the dyiag soul sould dbe
seved. How nany thousande go forth unprepared and un-
aorforted intoc eternlity.

"Thus thousgnds of fanilies, your uretiren in ths
faith, possibly your brothers and sisters according to
tne ilesh, ere hungry for the strenglhenlng meat of the
Gospel. ZThey ory out and implore you: "Ch, help usd
Give us preachers to strengthen us with the Eread of the
Gogpel and to instruet our chiildren in ths teachings of
Jegue Chripti Help us or we are undonel Why do you not
come 1o our aid? Jonsider the words, 'dhat you have
gcne to the least of thess my brethren, ye have done it
unto me.' Why do you not relp us? Is that yoar love
of Jesus? Is it .thus you keep His cormandments?' It
is literally true thatt meny of our German brethren in
Lmerisa thus complain.

"Beaides, in meny pleses thers has arisen & new
denger. Io no other couniry sre there =20 many esestis as
in North America. DSome have even now diregcted their
etiention to the seltlements of our Germzn brethren and
fellow Lutherans. Toreign laborers would harvest where
the Lovd would c&ll His own. Shell our brethren no
longer worship in the chureh of their fathers, filled
with the breath of the Lord, and, instead, recline in
the Hew World under the influence of ‘human measures?’
I beg of you, for Jesus' seke, take hold, ur%anize
spcedily, do not wanste time in consultations, Hasten,
nastend The selvstion of immortsl souls is et stske!

"But God ba praised, not all forsske their God and
the feith of their futhers. There are weény sdouls who
thus do ocrave and reoeive food. Congregatisns are formed,
ghurches are built, &#nd sohoole erectsd. Bul probalbly
in all the larger cities the number of orthodox minis-
ters is inadequate for the sizo of the Cermen popule-
tion. The ministers have enough, and mcre than enough,
to do with those who voluntarily cowuit themselves to
their spiritual ocarc.
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"Bnt who will go forth into the dens of iniguity,
intn musy factories? Who agallsg the countless einners
who do not ooncern themgelves about c¢hurxrch and the
things of God? We need missionaries who are burning
with %eal for the Lord end neither dread the scoffing
of the worldly wise nor the diahollenl ridicule of un-
belie® hut force their way into hounees and hesrts to
win them for Christ. But suech missioneries are wanting.

"Thousands upon thousends of Germans immigrate
every vear; only in the iast two yesrs between elghty
and one hundred thousend. TFive thousand have landed in
one waek in Philsdelphia., There is a great novement
wastward. The descendants of those who have lived for
some generationg in the Bastern Htates follow this west-
werd trek. A terrliteory of inoreesing vastness is being
sattled by the members of our racge, snd ever wider the
aren is becoming in which thero is such great spiritual
destitution of whiah we hrnve apoken. Fver greater be-
agome the difficnlties in the task of surveying this
enorroug field 2nd of granting these people =piritusl
aid, and hence with ever pgreater insistency the e&ll
of the Lord sddresses itself 4o our heerts: 'EFLP!
HRELP IN THE NAME OF JESUS,'"

It is little wonder that this burning and stirring avreal
mightily influvenced such men as ILcehe and others. Its
effeot wma far-resching in providing the cersonnel whick

soon edded necded ptrength to the miseions in the West.

Wyneken's Ksrriege and Family Life

At this poirt a hepry occurence 1s recorded in the busy
life of Wyneken. Before leaving for the Escb he entered the
holy estate of matrimony and his jourmey to Cermeny teosmre a
honeymoon. Fis bride was none other than the second oldest
daunghter of "Father" Buuck of Ldars County. Cn August 31,
1841, Pastor fugust Knspe, who now served the Adams County
parish, read the servide which united ¥yneken with liarie So0-
phie Wilhelmine Buuck. Shortly thereafter they left the log

cabin parsonage, their first home, and by horse, oanal boat,
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stage, ond {raein made the sourney to Philadelghisc frowm where
they sailed in Cotober, 1841.

Jdyneken's married life seems to have been a napoey one.
ney were & deveted couvple and their home life was pervaded
bty en eernest Cnristion spirit. Their childron were roared
end czred for as precious gifts of God. The eldest, Jlarga-
ret, was born ¥ay 23, 1842 in Leesum near Zrewen, where Wy-
hed tutored. Therce were thirteen children in all,
eight boys and five girls. Two childrsn died in infanay.

T ~ Tl mogmd- £ o evem D P b §-Tm o ]
The twin sors, Martin and Henry, cntered the mianistry as

did alzagirthur and Frederick, Gustave bcasie & parish school
44
teacher. Henry taught in Germany in the Seminaxy of Pas-

tor F. Brumn at Steeden and latsr was salled as professor
to Concordla Seminsry at Springfield, Illinois.

The Wynchen hore life 15 deseribed bty one of his daugh-

- "for cur evening entortainment ather often showeéd
us plotures In the Veimar Bihle, also piciures depic-
tirg flowers, plants, costumes, cities, and rivers of
various conntries of the world. Pather had trsveled
through France, Italy, Germany and ¥nglend, snd his de-
soriptions were slways interestirg. Ille possessed val-
nuatle pietures, which we handled curefully whils he
pat in hie large, comforteble chair, desceribing the in-
habitants, the custoxe, the snimals, the fruits, snd
the nlant life of different countries.

"I can recall that sometimes ny brothers icvited
the neighbor ghildren in for the evening., Then my
brothers would terec their lesden soldiers (gifts frow

cved ones in Germany) and fAgn regiments. ie hed long

44, Amerikenischer Kelendsar, 1877, p. 37. The twins
were born Dea. 15, 1844, In s letter to hisg sged mother in
Germany he wrote: "Hever was I happier then today. Hever
did I receive such & precious Christmas gift. Our faithful
Father in heaven has given us two baby boys to honor this e-
vent.'“I let something be spent--two wax cendles burn on my
table.
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tables in the kitcohen, where Father would show them
how to »rrange these soldiers. Then he would tell
about the different wars, and if he was smoking, he
would purposely blow smoke among the leaden soldiers
for effect. During winter evenings llother sat and
guartered apples, wlhich we ste with nuts already
~ecracked, and all listened intentlg to Father explain
or desoribe interesting events."4

Germany Is Awakened to Amerioa's Spiritusl Needs

Wyneken's trip to Germany was of far-reaching importance
not only to himself, but to a greater sesction of the Lutheran
Church in America. ILstablishing himself in Germany among his
relatives he immediately placed himself under the care of
competent medical men in order to effeet a cure for his throat
ailment. No sooner wss he on the road to recovery, when he
tock up the cause for which he had prirarily been sent, namely,
help for the Germen brethren in North America. He begén by
corresponding with many influentiel peOplet describing to
them the spirttual distress which prevailed in Americe and
eppealing for aid ir men and money. His first aim was the
recruiting of men who were willing to go to America and preach
the Gospel. Replies were encouraging. He then, with his
throat on the mend, sought engagements 8o deliver lectures and
sermons. As a result, he journeyed through various parts of
Germany and was able to obtain personsl interviews with in-
fluential men among clergy and leity; he lectured wherever<

the opportunity presented itself.

45, Cone. Hist. Inst. Qu_at.. XIV. 2. Pe 42,

-
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The high estgeem in which his reiatives were held in
church and government cireles in various pnerts of the coun-
try end wore particularly in his native proviace of Hanover,
enabled him 10 succeed where many others might have failed.

His messages Trom America to Germany published in various

Journalsg between 1838 snd 1842 had begun to beay fruit and
needed only thigpersonal enthusiasm and organizing sdbility
of Wyncizen, plus the wany prominent friends, to unite the
missionary sosieties of Germany in an effort to prescrve
the German Lutheran element in America. Through this per-

sonal infiunence a eaene was enacted in Germeny which might

=

™

be oowpared with the awakening of %the Fastern pert of the
United 3tates to the spiritusl needs of the West shortly be=-
fore.

snother fact which cannot be denied is that Fyneken's
temporary residence in.Germany gnupled wi th his close agon-
tact with the "0ld Tutheran" lead8rs in that country has-
tened his trend toward a&n even stronger confessional con- *

vietion than before. Through any article in the Zelt-

sehrift Tuer Protestantismus he administered a staggering

blow to the General Symod and to sertsin professors at Get-
tysburg Seminary. “he repcroussions of this are evident
in the General Synod Convention which he later attlendsd

45 47
at Philadelphia in 1845,

46. The aotions of this Symod will be noted in the nest

chapier.
47. lauelsnagen, Carl, op. oit., pp. 70 & 7l.
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It was on one of Wyneken's leoture tvurs into Bavarias
that he met the man who, though never a member of the Mis~-
souri Synod, nevertheless in early years wielded tremendous
influence in its history and orgenization. This was William
Loehe of Neuendettelsau, Bavaria.48)fﬁhe needs of the Church
in America were called to his attention espeoially by Wyne-
ken's "Appeal", and this personal meceting of these two men
brought forth the promise on Loehe's part to prepare and

send needed assistance in men and money. His Xirchliche

Mitteilungen brought the necessary financisl response and

he himself trained workers for the fie;i://

Loehds men in the beginning were given the most rudi-
rnentary practioal training. They were volunteers and were
dubbed "Hothélfef".49 They simply acocompanied Loehe on his
trips through his parish to minister to the spiritusl needs
of the sick, dying, and needy. At night seminar instructions
were given such as Loehe deemed necessary for efficlently
carrying out the work of the ministry in their new field of
lsbor. Toehe was extremely cautious in choosing only men
of sterling charscter and real religious fervor. They were
men who had a deep 1073 for Christ end for their work. The

50
caliber of the men who were sent bears this out.

48, Loehe had studied theology at Erlangen and Berling
and after serving as vicer became pastor of a rural congre-
gation at Heuendettelsau where he remained until his desth
in 1872. He is noted for his mission and charitable endea-
vors, his religious books tending to build the spiritual life
of the individusl and his training of young men as teachers
end pastors. His work in behalf of the Church in America
overshadows all his other asccomplishments. )

49, Concordia Cyolopedias, p. 487. Among these were We
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Wyneken's trips al;o led him to Huernﬁerg, as guest
of a manufacturer named Volck; through him he became ac-
quainted with a oonseorated man named Fabrieius, who held
mission classes in his home. In Fuerth he delivered an in-
8piring lecture on the needs in Zmerioca. iWherever he spoke,

he sttracted large audiences, who listened with rapt atten-
51
tion. Ve sre indebted to the noted Pastor F. Lochner for

the following account of one of these lestures which he at-

tended in Germany:

"The school hall was orowded to the doors when I
reached Fuerth. At eight o'elock Wyneken appeared,
escorted by the pastors of Fuerth. Pastor XKrausshold,
consistorial ocouncilor, rescited a few lines whioh the
audience sang. Wyneken's lecture followed and all
present were intensely interested. He spoke of condi-
tions and of mission work in America. OCn the basis of
Seripture passages he explained the difference in doo-
trine and practice between the true Church and the
sects. He gave speocial attention to the activities
of the llethodists. He was brilliant as he desoribed
& camp-meeting. As the climax was reached when indi-
vidvals were oslled to the mourner's bench he graphi-
cally approached those seated up front and seizing
their hands asked, 'Don't you want to be converted al-
s0?' I oan still picture the faces of those persons
as some of them drew back aghast thinking an actual
llethodist conversion was to take place. In closing
he pleaded for assistance in his difficult work and
bewailed the fzet that in their own midst theological
ocandidstes were waiting eight and ten years for a
charge, while oversease souls were perishing for want
of spiritual food. It was eleven o'clock when the
meeting olosed, but no one realized that time had
slipped by so quickly."

In Erlangen, the university toﬁn. he gained the support

— ~ Ayt W=

50. Beinzer, Johann, Wilhelm Loehe's Leben, III, 4, 21,

22,

5l. Studied liturgics under Hommel in Neuendettelsaug
later pastor in Milwaukee and Springfield,noted authority
and author onliturgical subjeots.
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of Prof. Xarl von Ranmer.s2 In April of 1842 he visited
Dresden, where he was instfumental in organizing a mission
society which promised to win men and send both money and
books to Ameriea. On a second visit he lectured. In Leip-
zig he started another mission society which later coopera-
ted with that in Dresden. With aid from Loehe and Raumer
his clebrated "Appeal"™ was published and circulated through-
out churceh circles gll over Germany.
Immediate and substantial results were not lacking.

'Before Wyneken left, candidates A. Ermst and G. Burger had
been sent 30 America by Loehe 1n 1842, The following year
Dr. Sihlerds and Paul Baumgart04 arrived. It may be men-
tioned here that Loehe published and sent to America, fol-

lowing Wyneken's visit, a memorial entitled Greetings from

the Homelsnd to the German Lutheresn Church in Horth Amerioca,
which was signed by some 950 people from all walks of 1ife.
This is an indication of the deep impression which Wyneken
had made on the minds of the people in Germany dﬁring his
two year visit./

52. 1783~1865, professor of minerology and history of
education. Turned finelly to education. Principle of
school for delinguent boys at Muremberg. Entered public ser-
vice and professored at Erlangen. Author of a history of
S oy 704. Wm. Sinl One of the tri

53. Con. Csy Po ) Me €T« ne o € trium-
virate in early Missouri Synod history, pastor in Pomeroy,
Ohio. and later Wyneken's successor at Ft. Wayne.

54, Psul Israel Baumgart, a converted Jew, served first
as teacher in Columbus, Ohio, then under Wyneken in Balti-
more, later as pastor in Fairfield County, Chio, Venedy and
Darmstadt, Illinois.
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In a letter to Sohmidt of Pitteburg Jjust before lea-

ving Germany, Wyneken writea_as follows:

"God willing, this will be my last letter to you
for the time being. Hay 15th has been set for the date
of sailing. We bespeak the prayers of all of you for
the safe return of my wife, myself and our c6hildes..
Our perting here will be sad and I sometimes shudder
at the thought of again entering the arena fo fight
for the Lord in the Weat. But my trust is in Him alone.
ssesoHere 2lso, especially in northren Germany the bat-
tle lines are sharp and bitter between Reformed and
Lutherans. But the hours of conflict have not been
without compensations and B%esainga....But the Lord
will not forsake His own."

The Wyneken's boarded the Issbella together with a
group of other German ILutheran miesionaries whom he had pre-
vailed upon to devote themselves to the cause of American
Lutheran missions. Aboard the Isabelle on lay 28th, Wyne-
ken performed a marriasge ceremony for two of those who were
in the ship's group. The wedding certificate in Wyneken's
hand is date%éJune 2nd.57 The oorpany landed safely in Few

York in June and proceeded immedistely to Baltimore whegg
59 :

both Wyneken and Biewend preached in Haesbért's church.

Results of Wyneken's Trip

Hot only were the results of Wyneken's trip to Germany

noticeable in added personnel and the means to support end

55. Published in Kirohliche mitteilﬂnggn, 1?43. # g.

56« Fritschel, Geo. J. 'Q§°1 en un ente gur Ge-
sohioht; undLehrs%ellungsdirt vange Tg@h-Iuiherlsohen Sy-
node von lows und andere Staaten, p. . :

57. Concordia Historioal Tnﬁtitute, Wzﬁeken File.

58. On the 20th of July, 1843, Pastor F. Sohmidt, writes
in "Iuth. K. Z." V, 128: T"Wyneken landed safely in New York
and preached the last Sunday in Haesbert's congregation in
Baltimore.

59. One of the candidates who accompanied the Wyneken
perty. Later pastor in Washington D. C. FProfessor at Ft.
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and train others, but the contacts whieh Wyneken had made
with staunch Lutherans had a marke@ and maturing effect on .
his own religious convictions agg:E;oame apparent through-
out his later 1ife.61 The insight into the struigle of the
staunch Lutheran element in Germany against Erussian Union;
the news of the emigration of the Saxons under Stephesn and
their struggles in Perry County; and many other things
learned by mere observation impressed themselves on his mind.
He began to see Lutheranism in a different light, by con-
trast he became aware of the aberrations of his own synod,
the pringcipal Lutheran body in Amerisa. HNore than ever be-
fore he determined to oppose any who tampered with the con-
fessional standards of the Lutheran Church and to take s

decided and emphatic stand against unionistic tendencies

Wayne. PFirst instructor in English at our colleges. Hoted
scholar. ‘

60. Lutherische Xirchenzeitung, V, 128. :

6l. Deinzer, J., ope. cit., III, 18-20. As a result of
Wyneken's ozmpaign in Germany, L. A. Petri, pastor of the
city of Hanover orgenized Wyneken's native provinse into cir-
eles, over eash of which was appointed a central committee
for raising funds to send young men to the seminary at Ft.
Wayne, founded by Loehe in 1846. The women of the respec-
tive oircles supplied the missionaries with the neoessary
bedding snd eclothing. This example was followed by Keoklen-
burg and other Germen provinces end was unusually success-
ful, as is evidenced by the forty men sent from Germany to
complete their missionery training at Ft. Wayne between 1846
and 1850. fThe province of Mecklenburg raised 1104 gulden
to send two missionaries to Ameriea, and a membep of the roy-
al farily presented each with one hundred thaler in gold.
Preceding their embarkation for Amerise the young men sent
out by Loehe were entertained and received their final in-
structions at the home of Fetri.
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which would undermine sound Imtheranism in America.

The change whioh ¥Wyreken had undergone in his religious
convictions were soon apparent in Ft. Wayre slso. Previous-
1y, through pietistio leaninge, he haed followed the practice
of other Lutheran pasfcrs in holding prayer,meetings, some-
what after Methodistic praotioe,.in which he often agked in-
dividual laymen to lead in prayer; he also had allowed sec-
tarian winisters to occupy his pﬁlpit and had frequently al-
lowed those of Reformed conviction to commune at his alfar.
He had in many ways feliowshiﬁped with the Refbrmed for he
had found this to be the prevailing tendency aﬁong other
Lutherans. But with his return this was all changed. He
continually expounded the doctringl differences between Re-
formed and Lutheran confessions, publicly and privgtely, end
devoted all his energies to establishing a truly Lutheran
congciousness in his congregation.62

One een easily imegine the effeot of this procedure,
one entirely new to the great majority ofépis members. The
first result was that the Reformed element broke away and
_founded their own congregation. Coupled with this was the
faet that meny good Lutheran members, 1ncluding Rudisill,
weré much disturbed by such a direct ohange of front and
began to question his Lutheranism.

Among the members of the Synod of the West, even before
his trip to Germany, Wyneken had been hailed as an ;old lu-

62. Sauver, H. G., Oop. c¢it., p. 29. Also liauelcshagen, C.,
op. oit., pp. 71 & V2,
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theran", while they dubbed themselves "Ameriean Iutheresns".
They refused to be bound by the confessions of a sixteenth
gentury church. How many of these were referring to him as
"a Jesult in disguise™. In order to mske his stand clear,
both to his congregation and to the Synod of the West, Wy-
nekxzen invited the Synod to convene in the midst of St. Paul's
congregation at Ft. Vayne for its Ootober 1844 convention.
He also allowed his coangregation, through Rudisill, to bring
accusation against him before the Synod. This gave him the
opportunity in a two hour statement, both in German and
English, to defend his actions on the basis of God's Word
and the Lutheran Confessions.63 He hoped by this means,
not only to prove to his own congregation his loyalty to
the truth, but also to sonvince others of their errof'and
bring them to search the Scriptures and the Confessions.
The direct result was that the Synod itself acknowledged
him as a loyal Lutheran pastor and his own congregation
made the same discovery. Tangible results were evident in
the many accessions to the eongregation so thif the little
church beceme too swmall to hold the members.6

But not only was Wyneken compelled to defend himself

against his own brethren. The Methodists and other Reformed

63. Sa‘l‘ler, Ho G.' Op. Oit., p. 29-30.

64. Ebenezer, op. ait., p. 61. "What I believe, teach
and confess about the Christien Church is the faith of the
Lutheran Chureh, and is, without any subterfuge, olearly and
distinotly expressed in our symbolical writings, to which I
give assent with heart and mouth, and whioch, by the grace of
God in my weakness, I am willing to uphold and defend to my“
last breath against all factions and assaults of the devil.




5%

also took up the cudgel against hir. A copy of Wyneken's
pamphlet which hed been‘publiShsd in Germeny exposing théir
vagaries fell into their hands. They snewered him in one

of their own titled Why Have You Become an Apostate? He

ably defended his Church end himself as a loyel pastonéf it..
It was during these trying days that the first copy of
Der Lutheraner, dated Sept. 7, 1844, published by C., F. W.

Walther in St. Louis in the interest of the Saxon Lutherans,
came into his hands. After reading it he rescognized kindred
spirites and is ssaid to have exolaimed: "Thenk God, there
are other Lutherans in Americal™ It was with this group
that he later joined foreee.65

In the midst of ellkhis in the fall of 1844, Wyneken
received & call from Second Lutheran Church in Baltimore,
of which J. Haesbert had been pastor and where Wymeken had
preached and ministered in 1838.66 According to the shurch
records of the Baltimore congregation Wyneken's reply to
the oali, dated November 20, was as follows:

"There are oertain conditions which I must insist
upon before I would consider the 6all which has been

extended to me. First, the use of my own Lutheran A-
' genda, espeoially for Beptism and Holy Comrmunion (.

65. With the reading of succeeding issues he borbar-
ded Walther with the query: "What is this thing which you
ocontinually write sbout - the invisible church?" He had
not resognized it's nature up to that time. Con. Hist. Ims.,
Wyneken I'ile. - :

66. Lutherische Kirchenzeitung, VI, 182 and Con. Hist.
Ins. Files. Haesbert had resigned suddenly, ?ut remained
in Baltimore until Dec. 29; attended the evening servige
and went from the church directly to the depot. He lived
in New Orleans for & while and then went to Brazil, 3. A.
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this is not eliowed plesse notify me)." He would in-
8ist on announcements for commmnion and the meking of
the sign of the cross at the proper ploces in the or-
der of service, end that striet Lutheran doctrine and
preactioce must be followed. Sesondly, in the event thet
the congregations is able to obtain Dr. W. Sihler as
pastor, he would willingly withdraw in favor of hinm,

a8 he, together with the whole ochurch, believed him to
be the proper men for such an importsnt place. "I
know my own wesknesses....ihe duty of every true Chirist-
ian is not to consider self, but rather the good of
the Church &s a wholé....Finslly, if the conditions
vnder which you extend the c2ll were not so sad, I re-
Jolce that even though I would leave a congregation,
by the will of God, that has beoome dear to me, I
would nevertheless step into another, which had al-
ready become dearht the time of my arrival in this
country, and ever since h&s had a specizl place inmy
heart. lay the Lord and Head of the Church bless our
reletions as: they cecur scecording to His will, that
they redound to the furtherance of His kingdom. This
ie my heartfelt wish and prayer."

The congregetion immediately replied that heing Lutheran they

sought a truly Lutheran pastor to serve their needs and that
he, as their pastor, might insiet on strict Iutheran dootrine
and prsecotice in their midst as this is what they themselves
wished. They asked thet he cocme to them.

Thus in February 1845, having received a peaceful re-
lease from St. Peul's, Ft. Wayne, he left his first love
for the time being. Before leaving Ft. Wayne he reoomﬁen—
ded Dr. Wm. Sihler of Pomeroy, Ohio, as his successor.

Leaving his family behind (they were to follow later)
he mounted his horse for the first portion of his trip. At
Zanesville, Ohio, he visited his old friend, Rev. G. Bar=-
tels, where he rested and reminisced of earlier times. The
next stage of his journey brought him to Pomeroy, Ohio, the
home of Dr. Wm. Sihler, destined to be his successor at Ft.
Wayne. Theée two men had neveqt met, but had established



59

an acqueintance through the Lutherische Kirchenzeltung and

through oorrespondence. A bosom friendship wes established
which lasted until Wyneken's death. From here his journey

gontinued over the Alleghenies and, after selling his horse,
he continued his journey 2% stage to Baltimore where he ar-

rived on Ilarch 7th, 1845.

Wyneken and the General Symod

In 1845 Wyneken attended the convention of the General
Synod, assembled in Philadeiphia for its thirteenth mpeting,
as a delegate from the 8ynod of the Weet.GB The whole Lu-
theran Church was at this time in a2n unsettled and agitated
state. At Gettysburg, Dr. S. S. Schmucker was not only in-
definite in his doctriral teachings, but was becoming more
and more hostile to positive Lutheranism. The Lutheran Cb-

69
gserver- stood on the same platform. It was gonstantly esd-

vocating a union of Lutherens with other Protestant denomi-

nations. ©The specific doctrines of the Lutheran Confessions
70

were boldly attacked and openly repudiated.

67. Amerikanischer Kalendar, 1877, p. 26.

68. Der Lutheraner, 1845, p. 96. Shortly before this
Wyheken had denounced the General Synod in an artiele in the
"Lutheraner® as being: "Reformed in dootrine, llethodistic in
practice, and laboring for the ruin of the Church, whose name
she falsely bears.’

69. RBdited by Dr. B. Kurtz after 1853 and owned by him
after 1653. 4 religious weekly voieing the religious opin-
ions of the liberal wing of the Lutheran Church. Contained
articles, sccounts and events of the day and secular and re-
ligious announcements. Its colurms were oOpen to persons of
varying shades of Lutheran orthodoxy.

70. American Lutheran, II, p. 75. Hyneken recognized
these tendencies in the General Synod already in 1941 when, S
in his pamphlet THE DISTRESS OF THE GERMAN LUTHERANS IN AMER=-
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While in Germany Wyneken had digsseminated = desoription

of the rgal conditions prevailing in the Lutheran Chureh in
1
Amerioca. For this he was called to sczount ny the General

Synod and

"The Committee on Foreign Correspondence was instruoted
to prepare an address to the various eaclesiasstical bo-
dies of our church in Europe, setting forth the sondi-
tion of our chureh in this country, and caleulated to
remove the false impressions which have been made there
in regerd to our doetrine and practice.”

Wyneken was not present when this resolution was offercd,
“but when he appeared and heard of it he offered the foldowing
amendment :

"That the writings of the Rev. S. S. Schmocker and B.
Turtz, as well as a volume of the Lutheran Cbserver and
of the Hirten Stimme, then edited by Rev. C. G. Weyl’2
of Baltimore, and other books and papers in which the
dogtrine and practice of the General Synod are set
forth be sent to Dr. A. G. Rudelbach, Prof. G. C. Har-
less and other editors of prominent Luthersn Journals
for examination, so that the orthodoxy of the General
Synod mig@& be demonstrated to the Imtheran Church in
Germany. "

Considersble excitement was occasioned by this resolu-

tion, and it was prorptly laid upon the teble, as Wyneken

ICA he wrote: "They have totally fallen away from the faith
of our fathers. Though enthusiastic over the name 'Lutheran'
and zealous in spreading the so-celled ‘'Lutheran' Church,
they, in a most shameful end foolhardy manner, attack the
dogtrines of our Church and seek to spresd their errors in
sermond, periodiczls, 2nd newspapers, notably the dootrines
of Daptism and the Lord's Supper end the comnected important
doctrines of grace, and the two natures of Christ, etd....
Besides they are advoscates of new measures and altogether
lethodistie in their method -¢f eonversign." ‘

7.. Gerberding, G. H., 2ne Life and Letters of ¥W. A.
Passavant, p. 1656.

2. .S0on-in-law of S. S. Schmucker, ;

73. Gerberding, G. H., op. oit., pp. 165 & 166.
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3 ‘ ) 74 :
anticipated that 1t would be. He thon immedistely offered

the following resoluticn 1o supplant it:

"Resolved, that the General Synod hereby disavow end
reject the aforementloned writings’® of Drs. Sehmuoker
and Kurtz, s8s well a8 the Luthersn Observer and the

Hirten Stimme, as heretical and as departing from the
saving fajth,"

This demand wes gonsidered presumptuous and was not enter-
tained for a mome-m:.'?6 i

The above is not meant to imply that the conservative
element in the General Synod was of little consequence.
There were always two distinet currents and both made them-
selves felt. The one, with Wyneken and others as leaders,
was the hlstorie Lutheran position of the fathers, conser-
vative, uncompromising, opposed to any unionistic practice,
supporting a rigid adherence to the teaching of Seripture

v i
end church doctirine set forth in the lutheran symbols.

74, Steffens, D. H., Dr. Carl F. W. Walther, p. 240.
When Wyneken was chided from the floor for his use of poor
English he remarked, "You have heard so much poor stuff in
good English that you oen well stend hearing something good
in poor English.”

75. Bente, F., American Luthergnism, II, p. 153. These
writings included: Schmuoker's "Popular Theology, Appeal, Por-

traiture of Lutheranism”, and Xurtz' "On Infant Baptism" and

"Why You fre & Imtheran”.

76. Der Lutheraner, III, 32; VII, 133. 153. Beginning
already slready in July 1845, Rev. Weyl in the Lutheran Hir-
ten Stimme and others who took up the same ory began to de-
ory Wyneken as a masked Romanist, an enemy of Lutheran doc-
trines, usages, books and periodicals, and to ridiocule his
zeal for true Lutheranism. ;

7%, Spaeth, Adolph, Charles Porterfield Krasuth, I, 330.
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The other, and far stronger element, headed by Sohnucler
and Xurtz, was drifting further end further away from the

distinctive 1life and spirit of the chureh of the Augustans,

was infected with unionism, indifferentism and deoidely Re
formed in praotice.va

By 1850 those who were in favor of a Lutheranism that
was truo to its name end history had aggrted the Evangeli-

cal Review. And the little Hissionary had becorme more

and more clear and oonfessionsl in tone. By that time Wy-
neken and Walther, Loehe and Lehmén, Pessavant and Harms
were tecching the Church not only that there is no antago-
nism between confessional doctrines and living pniety, but
80

also that the former demsnds the latter.

Conecerning his connections with the Synod of the West
and the General Synod Wyneken wrote:

"when I later became acquainted with the state of
alffairs (after having labored long and patiently to
win it beck to true Iutheranism), I felt that I must
oM st onee withdraw, especially since no attempt hed
been made to win over the erring brethren, to a num-

ber of whom I had bgioma wernmly attached, by means of
an open testimony."

One noatalgic touch concerning the Synod of the West

needs mentioning. In 1864 Dr. Pagsavent made o missionary

8. Spseth, Adolph, ope. cit., I, 33l.
79. Apmontﬂly magezine devoted to the work of Home and

Foreign Missions in the Ameriean Lutheran Church, 1848. [Le
dited by W. A. Pgesavant, an advooate of conservative Lu-
theranism in the General Symod.

80. Spaeth, Adolph, op. oit., I, 326.

g8l. Ebenezer, op. oit., 113.
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trip West. He writes of a Ft. Wayne reunion thus:

“meﬁory will often wender back to the farmily room
in the Rudisill mansion, where genisl friends were ga-

thered, and we listened and laughed a2nd aried@ over the

0ld days when the Synod of the West embrseed Indiana,
Kentueky, Illinols and Tennessee end the entire West
to the Pacific Coean., DYastor Wyneken, one of the few
surviving rerbers, was the soul of the compeny and de-
eeribed those early days with thelr sunny and stormy
remories, their hard toil amd wretched pay, their de-
feats in one place and trivephe in another, their log
cabins and early cendle lightings, eand weaknesses, od-
dities and peogliarities of good men, lhen &s now.
Vele et Valel!"®2

82. Gerberding, Ge He, Ops ¢ite, P« 370 f£f.
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Wyneken's Baltimore Pastorate 1845-1850

Up until this time %élhave besome intimately acquain-
ted with Wyneken as missionary, esteblishing small congre-
gations and preaching places in pioneer settlements and
generally acting as "eirouit rider" for the surrounding ter-
ritory. How we mect him as pastor of a well-organized con=-
gregetion in & large city and conoerned chiefly with the
building of the Chureh in the hearts of his parishioners
and outwardly strengthening the walls of Zion.
The Baltimore congregation which he was called to serve
wag orgenized in 1835 under the leadership of lisesbert when
& number of members from First German ILvangelical Lutheran
Chureh (today Zion Lutheran Church) dedided to establish
their own ccongregation, with the coﬁsent of the mother church.
iiore than 200 nembers hed pledged to support the new projeot
with regular contributions. On the 16th of November, 1835,
they vurchased the veeant cnurch building af Saratogz and /j'
Hollidsy Sts. for the sum of $4400.1 ?
During the vaocancy following flgesbert's resignation the fi
congregation was served by Rev. F. Schmidt of Pittsburg who
was at this time entering a new field of labor at Washinglon
D, C. He seems to have left the oity shortly before Wyne-
ken'é errival on March 7. Iwo days later, Sunday, Hareh 9, f:

Wymeken was inducted into office by Dr. Daniel Xurts, pas-~

l. 50th Anniversary Book of St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Baltimore, liaryland., P e

R —— va—
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' 2
tor emeritus, living in retirement in Baltirore. Wyneken

delivered his inaugural-sérmon on the sere 48y as his in- .
ducticn into office. The majority of the members sppear to
have received him oordially, but there were some who dis-
trusted him because of the rumors which they had heerd re-
gaerding his resolute gtand on lutheran doctrine and rractice.
His difficulties were to oome to the fore almost irmediately.

Upon his arrival in Baltimore Wyneken was teken imme-
diately into the home of Franz Buehler who was residing on
llarket St. Hoere a firm and lasting fiiendship was esteblished
and this genthmen seems to have stood Wyneken in good stead
throughout his ministrey in the oity. In May, when his fam-
ily arrived from the Fest, the Wyneken's moved into a small
house on Fayette Street, in old Baltimore, and this was la-
ter traded for the regnlar psrsonage of the congregation
located at # 316 Parke !‘:.venue.3

The aforomentioned difficultles becave evident on the
Sundey following Wyneken's induction, when the Lord's Sup-
per was to be celebrated. The preparation of the altar had
been entrusted to the sexton, Wyneken's consternation can

be imagined more readily than dessribed, when, in the con-

2. Gon. Tist. Ins. Mles. Kurtz was born 1763 at Ger-
mantown, ‘8., and at the time he officiated was 82 yoars of
age. 4He often attended Wyneken's servisces. Died 1856« Dr.
B. Kurtz, editor of the Lutheran Cbserver was his hephew.

3. Con. Hist. Ins. Files.
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fesgional service he appesred before the altar and instant-
1y perceived, thet in this place the Holy Supper had as-
suredly never yet_been aﬁﬁinistered after the renner of the
truly Luthersn Church! There was wine in a huge earthen

iug, and on the plate were wafers and bread side by side.
.

-

What was to be done?

Wyneken immediately cslled_the deacons into the sacrise-
ty and explained to them, that the 60ngreg&tion wes not Lu-
theran at all; thet in extending a call to him he had ob-
viously been deceived; that he covld not distribute the
saorament in that manner! The good people were filled with
surprise and confuegicn, snd declared thet they had not been
aware that they were not truly Lutheran, and requested him -
to act in the ocese in accord with his consocience se& a ILu-
theran pastor. They thereupon urgently entreate& him to
distribute the Seorament once more in the manner to which
the people had hitherto heen acoustomed, for the purpose
of avoiding the very great dissatisfaction that would o-
therwice result smong the communicants who were present.

Undexr the existing 6ircumetanoes Wyneken regerded this
as the better course, and scted sccordingly. After the ser-
mon, however, he requested the congregation to remain ;n the

ehurch for e short time after the olose of the service. And

4, The gquestion may rightly be injected as 40 whether
Wyneken was not awnre of this fact from having served this
congregation upon his srrival in 18Z8. The answer may be
that during the illness of Haesbert the Lord's Supper had
not been celebrated. The Pennsylvanis Hinisterium in 1877
finally adopted the resolution that, "The distribution of
the bresd in two forms in the seme Cormunion, is an offence
against the law of order and of Christian oharity", and
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thereupon he declared in the presence of the people, that

he had not found them to he a Lutheran, but much more a u-

nionistic conpfegetion, and thet therefore the best course

for therm to pursue would probebly be, to dismiss him irme-
diately; that, in case he shonld remain among them, he
would certainly occesion meny disturb&nces and dissatis-
factions in the midst of such almixed groupe.

The congregation, however, would not consent to his go-
ing awsy, but was deoided in its desire that he should re-
maine “"Well, then," said Wyneken, "I will begin on next
Sundsy to teke hoth the Lutheran and Heidelberg Catechisms
with me into the pulpit, &nd will read from and explain both;
then each one will have the opportunity of knowing and judg-
ing for himself as to which side has and confesses the com-
plete truth of the divine Wordld"

This, soccordingly, wes the course that Wyneken subse-
quently pursued. He explained from both catechisms the dis-
tinetion between the Lutheran and Reformed dootrines; he re-
buked the practice hitherto observed in administering the
Lord's Supper, and showed from the Seriptures, that Reformed
" and Lutherans cennot possibly be members of one and the same
congregation, inasmuch as every congregation'that desires
t0 sot with true Christien eandor end uprightness cannot

adopt and adhéfe to more than one confession.

1ists seven reasons. Morris, op. oit., p. 358.
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This course resulted in a fearful storm in the ocongre-
gation. The Reformed clement meintained that they had been
betrayed, and the greater number of thenm did no%t ¢ven have
the forbesrance patiently to hear Wyneken's explenations;
end amcng the Imtherans also, they fourd erring friernds who
oriticized the course of the new pastor, and desired to a-
bide LY the former stete of affairs. And not in the con-
gregetional meetings alone, but also on the streets and in
the homes of the péﬁple, lively and often bitter discussions
took place. Iany children of Reformed parents had become
Lutherans; others were intermarried with Imtherans; and this
resultod in daughters heing opposed to mothers and husbands
to their wives. It was truly & time of visitation for the
congregation, but the truth prevailed. The Reformed element
finally withdrew from the congregation (it is said that on
a single Sunday more then eighty names were announced from
the pulpit of persons who had severed their connections with
the congregation) and organized a German Reformed Church on
Calvert Street. It was self-evident that they regarded Wy-
neken as their enemy, and quite some time elapsed before the
ratter wes forgotten.5

Another source of irritation which developed at this

time concerned the actions of a brother-pastor C. G. Weyl,

editor of the Hirten Stimme, liberal independent orgasn ihiqh

5, Morris, J. G., op. cit., p. 360-361.



69

had found favor in the Ezst. 3Zeing a mewber of the General
Synsd by virtue of his memberskip in the Symod of ihe dest,
Wwyneken often found hiwself swong strange bed-fallows. weyl
was one of these. Ye looked askance at Wymeken's Tutheranism
intimating thet he was leading his flock straigh back into
the arms of Rome because he insisted on wearing a blsok pul-
pit gown and meking the sign of the cross at the celchration
of Holy Communion.

Both publicly snd privately Weyl sought to undermine
Wyneken's position in his eongregetion by raising misgivings
in the minds of the parishoners.6 Wyneken coursgeously an-
swered fire with fire 2nd thé matter finaliy was brought to
a head, as previously indicated, a2t the 13th convention of
the General 3ynod which was held in mid-May of 1845 in the
oity of “hiladelphia. \

A later remark of Dr. S. S. Schmucker, liberal leader
mentioned previously, portrays the attitude of this group
toward those found in the conservative camp.

"IY outr old'Lutheran brethren are willing to re-

gard their peouliarities as non-essential and live im

peace with us, they are welgome to join hands with us

in the worke of dur rinistry and in our ecclesiastiecsl
organizations; bvut if they cannot refrain from either
regarding or denouncing us as dishonest, as pseundo-

Tutherans, and as periuvred because we do not believe

everything cantained in the Confegsions, whish we ne-
ver adopted,’ and because we will not adopt books as

6. The merbers of wealthy Zion's Church, Weyl's peri-
snonsrs, sarcastically referred to St. Paul’'s, Wyneken's, as
"The Chureh of the Woodeutters" {Holzhacker-Gemeinde) because
it was oomposed to a large extent of cabinet mskers and wood

workers. <Con. Hist. Ins., Files.
7. Bente, F., Op. 0it., 11, 161-163. The General Symod

in its 21st convention at Ft. Wayne, Ind., liay 1864, finally
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symholicel which ocontain numerove errors and Rowish

superstitions; fo¥ ourselves, whilst we wish them well

28 individusle, we dcoire no egclesiastical conmunion

with them either in our synods or in the General Synod;

and we believe it will he fLor the furihezsince of ths

Gospel of Christ that they should be assosiated with

those who share their intolerance and bigotry. In

less than twenty years they will themselves sec¢ their

errcr &nd change their position, and their children

will be worthy members of our American Imtheran Church."8
But since that day the General Synsd itself has repudiated
the position aof Schrucker et al. and the Iutheran Chursh in
Ameriea, as a result of Wyneken and the conservatism of men
who fought for the txuth, has asserted its trme strength and
time and again voiced its conviotion of the truth of its
symbols.

Another evil which Wyneken had to fight through in Bal-
timore was lodgery. It has been stated anthoritatigely that \
he was the first pastor in the Imtheran Chuwrsh in imerica to
recognize theevils of this menace. DBaltimore was filled
with lodges, the Red Hen gnd the 0dd-Fellows being particu-
larly strong. Some of Wyneken's perishoners had joined. He
investigated the character of the societies, studied rit-
uals and preaciices, and wes soon convinced of their pagan
and antichristian character. He proved his point, not from
reason, but from Soripture. His testimony was clear and

persistent end the warning he voiced was not in vein. The

adopted the Augsburg Confession as & besis Ffor doctrine and
pragtiae. Ecrgis, f, G., ope oit., 292-223. At the Atchisen
Kangsag Convention of 1915 the General Synod adopted a com-
plete confessionasl platform, inluding acceptance of the Un-
altered iugsburg Confeseion and the recognition of the se-

' eondary symbols, but not as & basis for membership. - ..
GGFSGgEucke;, S. S., The American Lutheran Church, p. 245.
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eyes of msny persons were opened hut i% brought down the
wrath and displeasure of the orders upon his hesd. Fe won
through and the lodge stsnd of #yneken ig that of eonserve-

tive Lumtherans to this dey.

W¥yneken's bilinguel gifts also proved uvseful in Balti-
more. The resords of the First MissouriSynod Inglish con-
gregation irn Baltimore state:

"lre. S., who understood nc German, desired to joing
her husbandsg ¢hurch, Cld St. Paunl's. Pastor Wyneken
proceeded to instruot her in Lngliéh providing her
with & llew Testement, the Book of Concord Few ligrket
Edition, and & trancleticn of deurer's Life of Luther,
which had Veen publisghed in- New York. But Wyneken
lelt Bslitimore bLefore he could confirm the lady; his
successor, Reve Go Schaller gioar, completed the
gourse end the conf1rmation."

Wyneken Joins Hissouri

It wae also in Baltimore that Wyneken finally severed
all connections with the General Synod. Already early inm
1845 his ™. Wayne congregation had taken this step. He
is knowﬂko have been prestnt at the gathering of pastors in
Cleveland in September 1845, at whioh time the matter of the
formation of & new Synod was disouasad and plans were out-
line/for the calling of a convention of conservative Imther-
ans.lo It was at this time that he discussed the possibi-
1ity with Dr. Sihler of visiting Grabau in Buffalo; this

did not materialize.

9. Concordia Theologicsl Monthly, XVII, 5, p. 327

10. Ler iuthersner, 11, 42.
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Back in Baltimore on July 15, 1846, the matter of syn-
odical affilistion was dropped squarely in his lap. Agocor-
ding to the congregational records, Wyneken addressed a let-

ter to the congregation as follows:

_ "Shortly after leaving the meeting of the Church
Board, the latest number of the Lutheran Hirten Stimme
came to hand which informs me that the Synod of the
West, to which I belonged until now, has been dis-
solved in favor of orgenizing three smaller synods.

As 2 result, I find myself without synodicel affilia-
tion at this time and know of none to which I ean, with
a clear coonscience, attaeh myself.

"Cuite correotly your constitution states that it
expects the man who serves it to be 2 member of =ome
synod. Thus, through ciroumstansces over which I had
no control, through the Hand of God, the bond between
the congregation and myself has been sutomatically
severed. I now approach you with the suggestion that
you put the necessary machinery inmotion to renew my
electior and call into your midst.

"Thet this announcement fills me with deep concern,
because of its unexpected nature, I am sure you will
understznd, it is of the Lord and leaves neither mys2lf
nor the congregation any alternative. This is my con-
solation. Nay the graolous Lord lead the congregation
to a happy choice as the last appears to have been;
this is my wish and prayer.

"Finglly, 1t is my wish that this occur a2s soon
as possible, that I may provide for my family before
the coming of winter either in_the Weet, or wherever
the Lord sees f£it to lead me."1

The congregation took no aotidn in the matter but sim-
ply told their pastor that they would allow him the neces-
sary time to join &n orthodox Lutheran Synod. The letter
gives us an insight into the consckentious character of the
man.11 ‘ | |

Thus it eame sbout that he waes free to join when "Mis-

souri" came into being. In April, 1847, when the ¥vangeliocal

11, Con. Hist. Ins., Wyneken Files.



Synod of Hissouri, Chio, and Other States was organized Wy-
neken oritically examined the constitution of this body,

which appeared in the Lutheraner, and immediately presented
it to his congregation for examination and study. As a re-
sult of this we find him present at the 1848 Convention
(June 21 to July 1) in St. Louis, together with his dele-
gate, Franz Buehler. Here theyéi%ged the constitution by
which both Wyneken and St. Paul's again became affilia-
ted with o synod.15

This affiliation gave both Wyneken and his congrega-
tion a new joy and fresh sourage, espeoially since the ocon-
gregation now saw that their pastor did not stand slone in
the cause of Lutheran orthodoxy. From this time on the
work in Daltimore prospered both indwardly esnd outwardly.
Both congregation and pastor geined a wholesome respect a-
mong the people of the city for thelr honeaty and loyalty

to the principles for which they stood.

Wyneken as Preacher

It was during these years in Baltimore that Wyneken
reached his peek &s preacher. This was, o doudbt, due to
the fact that he was able to spend much mdre time and oon-
oehtration on this phase of parish activity and was not

ocompelled to expend much of his energy as in the Ft. VWayne

12. At this time 1f geemed to be the usual practice
that pastors joined synods and the ocongregations were then

automatioally in membership.
13. Synodal-Berichte der deutschen Fvangelischer-Lu-

therischen Synode von Missouri, Ohio, und and. Steaten, 1848. _5;
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field with the visiting of two widespread congregations and
other attendant "circuit fiding" sctivities.

In the metter of sermonihing he becomes conecientious
to a fault. Although his sermens, at this time, were never
oompletely written out, nor ever delivered exaotly as writ-
ten, yet he always spent much time and effort in their pre-
paration. Hie own illness or nescessary sick oglls were the
only things allowed to interfere with his morning study
periods. During this time of his life none of his sermon
manugeripts were retained; he is said to have destroyed
them almost immediately. However, in his weekly diary he
always noted text, theme, and parts and other short notes
for future reference.14 A

Wyneken's concern, anxiety and~nervousness (quite com-
mon to meny good pulpit men) over his Sundﬁy sermon reached
its elimax late Saturday night and appprached something of
an illness. His sermon was never domplete until presched,
for he seemed fhever to be satisfied with his efforts. His
lamp burned steadily into the night and past midnight as he

14. Two sermons appeared in print and provide a patiern
for his homiletios of this time. The one may be found in
the Lutherische Kirchenzeitung, III, 100 ff. held February,
14, 7841, tne theme boing & warning against apostaay.' The
text was I Cor. 1, 10, although not spescifically mentioned.
It is a testimony to his faith, love and the earnestness of
his oonvistions. The other is a synodicsl sermon, preached
on April 25, 1855, in Chiocago and strangely enough 1s based
on the same text as that previously mentioned. This is
found in Der Lutheraner, XI, 169 ff. Quite a mnumber of his
later sermons are to be found in the files of the Concordia
Historical Institute in St. Louis, &and are fully writtontu
out by him. They provide material for a more complete study
of Wyneken's methods.
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still sat writing‘and rewriting after having filled himself
to the brim with Luther and the Fathers. He then slept
fitfully for s few hours and early Sunday.morning found him
again in his study where he remained undisturbed until the
time of service. In these last minutes of preparaﬁion his
sermon was blended into his very being.

Standing before his oongregation in the first moments
he seems to have ‘lost his nerve, his voice bresks, he ooughs,
stutters, makes a misstatement and one would think that he
is ready to step down again as he doesn't know where to be-
gin. But finally he strikes a key-note, the word which has
eluded him is caught and his nervousness is at an end.15
From this point on the words flow as a rushing stream, he
never stumbles, never needs to grasp for & right word; lan-
guage is at his command, his timidity and uncertainty are
forgotten, his eyes flash; ecvery facial muscle, every ges-
ture, his entire being gives the assurance that he knows
whereof he speakés and that his sole purpose is gaining
completely for Christ those to whom he spesks.

He never minced words: a spede was a spade to Wyneken,
regardless of whom it effected. He always piotured the na-

tural fallen condition of men and, as the text gave oppor-

15. I. e., "We are all up to our necks in greed and
miserliness."” "All of our Christianity 1s uEter hypoorisy
unless we follow Christ in our daily living.
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tunity, he ocastigated "damnable self-righteousness™, greed,
drunkenness, worldliness, and lack of cherity. In short,
he preached the Law with such effect that.many e sinner
oried out within himgelf: "Woe is me! I am undonel"

But the only answer to man's need was alwaye to be
- found in the sweetness which he expounded in the Gospel of
forgiveness through the blood of Christ. Here Wyneken was
at his best. He stressed God's love in Christ for ALL men,
for ALL sinners, and pleaded with them to accept this grace,
the righteousness of Christ. His preaching was 2lways e-
vangelical in the best sense of the texm. He never pointed
to heavenly blessings as something far removed; he brought
them down to earth and so very close to the individual that
they could be touched, felt, examined and willingly and ea-
gerly accepted. -

Pastor Herman Fick of Boston writes of Wyneken's prea-
ching to Pastor C. C. Schmidt in 1876:

"As I recall his sermons, the themes always brought
to the fore, justification by faith. He virtually lived
in the doctrine that Christ died for man's sin and that
by faith in Him alone we are saved. Wyneken found in
this his whole comfort and it wee always his ONE and All,
Then he pleaded fof sanoctifioation and true brotherly
love. His motto, insistent %nd ringing was always:
"More Love!' ("Mehr Herz!")l
Growing sanctification was always insisted upon by Wy-

neken as an evident fruit of true faith in Christ. Every
sermon contained admonitions to search the Soriptures, en-

aouraged the use of the family alter, Christian charity,

16. Con. Histe. InS., Wxgeken Files.

o
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bearing the infirmities of the weak, walking oircumspectly
before the world.

His polemics were sharp and inecisive and were directed
mainly sgeinst Reformed, Catholios, and pseudo-Lutherans.
On one occasion the "German Hunters" (Deutschen Jaeger),
members of a German fraternal order did him the honor of
parading to the church in full uniform in a body to attend
the service. It happedmd but once; he entirely ignored
their presence and ag they afterwards declared he "scolded
quite lustily" (er hat weidlich gescholten).

His sermons were fresh, timely, meaty and long. He
thought nothing of speaking for one and a half hourse He
was always blunt and outspoken in or out of the pulpit. KHe
preached and spoke a vigorous German, high or Platt, which-
ever suited his purpose best.17 In his early days in Bal-
timore many General Synod members visited his services, but
they could not stomach his bluntness. Especially after Wy-
nekxen had referred to: "Sows who were wallowing about in
the vineyard of fhe Lord" (Saeuen, die den Weinberg des
Herrn zerwuehlen), _

Then with the Sundey sermon out of his veins Wyneken's
previously mentioned nervous illness immediately disappeared.
He became buoyant and relaxed, conld laugh and be at ease

with his family and friends.

17, I. €., "Statt suf der Strasse herum zu gaffen,
steckt die Hase in den Katechismus, denn den koemnt ihr
noch night."



Occasionally some one would remain after the sermon to
complain of some of his views and expressions. This never
phased him; he alwmyé hed a ready answer. In a sermon on
the eleventh Sunday after fTrinity, treating of "The two
church-goers"™, he ssld, that among the poor sinners who en-
ter the church, there sre always some Pharisees to be found.
The latter, then, he quite suitably and sptly desoribed and
congidered in hie peculiar style. After the sermon two older
members of the asongregation ceme to him and expressed their
doubts as to whether there were really any Suoh.Eharisees
among them. But Wyneken soon convinced them that they need
not look to any great lengthe for the Pharisees, but sould
find them very near at hand. They left, igd did not soon

again undertske to eriticize his sermons.

Wyneken as Pastor snd Seelsorger

Wyneken always put forth his best efforts in his con-
firmetion imstmuotion and "Christenlehre". These duties
were never sublimeted. £And whereas in preaching he was
blunt and vigorous, he was here the direot antithesis, sim-
ple, direet, kind, considerate and spoke with loving con-
cern. It was his desire to impart to the children the pure
milk of the Gospel to the best of his ability. He tried to
awsken in easch child under his osre &n implicit trust snd

confidence. (zutrauen). As & text he always used Iuther's

18, Morris, J. G., Op._cit., pe 630.
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Small Catighism and prepared himself diligently for the ex-

position.

The followin@‘incident illustrates his concern for his
pupils. One of his catechumens was almost desf and had al-
80 & rother wesk mind and memorﬁ. fyneken was, at first,
at a loss how to work with her, but soon found a way. He
had her visit him during the entire wianter, several times
g week at his house, and patiently shouted the text of the
catechism in her ears, a little at a time, until she had,
at last, grasped es much of it, so that heioould, with a
6lear conscience confirm her.ao

Wyneken was definitely parish school minded, deeply in-
terested in the Christisn education of the young. Having
himgelf learned the value of this means of instruction in
the light of his own previous experience in the_ﬁest, he
covld spesk for and about their needs with authority. Due
to his many pastoral duties in a eity perish he could not
visit his school o8 much &8 he would have liked, but his
interest was always evident to teacher and congregation.
Both in sermons and in private he admonished his people to
send their children regularly, to support the teacher and

school, and to see thet their children learned their les-

19. His methods were considered so highly that he was
requested by Synod to author a textbook for the Catechism
in 1849, This later appeared in print and went through
numerous editions.

20. mDrriS, J. G., Op. Oit., Pe 621.



sons and studied at home. He asonsulted often with his tea~
cher on the needs and progress of school and pupils, sherp-
ened his consciencw when necessary, conforted him when aif-
ficulties arose, and stood by him when action was ealled
for. At times, in case of illness snd the like, YWyneken
himgel! stepped in end taught school. His teschers came to
recognize in him not only & spiritual counselor, but also,
esgpeclially the younger men, & kind and interested fzther.

This concern for parish eduecation never waened in Wy=-
neken's life. At the Ninth Delegate Synod which convened
in Ft. Wayne in October 1857 he gave the following clear
analysis of the perish school system at that time:

"It is necesssry for me to say that our schools
are in need of improvement. Where there are separate
teachers, the schools are improving from year to year,
and it becomes evident that the appreciztion which
the German people show for such schools is kindled.
For these schools are frequented by so many children
of perents not belonging to the asongregation that in
most cases the children of strangers outnumber the
children of the congregation. This is to be noted in
the larger cities especislly, where, thank God, the
songregetions are, just on account of the large num-
ber of strange ochildren in the school, almost forced
Yo eztablish new schools, and they are becoming more
end more willing to meect the many expenses involved.
e sincerely hope the congregations will consider at
great length the important mission work done through
the schosls among our unbelieving german countrymen,
and mey they soonrealize that the Lord has entrusted
especially the little children %o our eare. Hay he
soon enable our Synod to establish a good TEACHER'S
COLLEGE, and give us men who are willing and ready to
follow this holy ocalling with its great responsibili-
tiesl.e..A sign of better times is the school tea-
cher's conference recently held in Milwaukee, as well
as the prospect of finally opening the academy &t T't.
Wayne. It is to be deplored that in most oongregs-
tions the pastors still mmst teach school; and as
long as Synod does not cesse to sSupply every ocongre-
gation, be it ever so small, with a separate pastor,
rather than establish larger congregations with more
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sehools, both the office of the ministry and of the

schodls will have to suffer. This is so self<evident

that it need not be dwelt upon any longer."

In his pastorsl visitatlons among the sick and needy of
his parish Wyneken was consoientious and tireless. At any
time of night or day he was ready to minister to the needs
oflall and sundry. Ho went into the most miserable hovels,
where filth and disease were rarpsnt, to ooﬁfcrt end gonsole,

In congregational meetings he was tactful and courageunus.
Cften the targét of vehement oritieism, he was patient to an
extreme. Ione of it impressed itself upon him; it was for-
gotten as soon as the meeting was over. He had a great
presence of mind whieh stood him in good stead and a vast
amount of resdy humor, so that he always knew what to say,
and seldom fziled to silence these extreme outbursts. Hany
incidents are extant from congregationsl records which re-
vezl this happy trait in his charscoter.

1t is rather revealing to find that Wyneken, in the
winter of 1848-49 seriously considered the possibilities
of street presching. In Baltimore, at that time, wany
street corners were being used for this purpose, especisl-
1y by sdvocates of Temperance (Temperenzler), but also o=
thers who were preaching repentance and feith in Jesus
Christ. Wyneken was gbout on the verge of taking up this
method of winning souls for Christ, but his wife and others

volged their disapproval and he never seemed to understand

21, Report of Ninth Delegate Synod, Pe 16.
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their bias. They suggested that he already had enough work
on his hands, but he argued that he conld always stand a

bit more work, though maybe he wes just too lezy and that was
whet wag wrong with too many other people.

lot many months leter, in fact, On October 24, 1849,
Trinity congregation in St. Louis gent him the call to be
its pastor snd serve ag viecar in its pariﬁh.az Wyneken re-
coived this vocation in Noverber and for some-time wavered
as to 1ts acceptencc in view of the faot that the members
in Beltimore pleaded so fervently for him to remein. But
after earnest and preyerful oonsideration he sew the evi-
dent hend of God in the ratter and the congregetion grented
him & pesaceful releage with the stipulstion that he remain
in their midst until a gsnocessor was ochosen. Wyneken acgui-
esced and Pastor E, G, W. Keyl of Iilwaukee was called and
gcoepted.

As soon as Wyneken had reached the decision to leave
Baltimore and hed received his retezse, the household was"’
broken vp. Yrs. Wyneken, ﬁiehing to visit her relatives in
Ft. Wgyne for a few weeks left almost immediately. Wyneken
during this tire hed snother opportunity to enjoy the hos-
pitality of his friend, F. Buehler, with whom he had spent

22, ™is was the mother congregation of the Saxon im-
migrants in St. Louis and up until this time had been served
by Dr. C. F. W. Walther who, because of the pressure of his
duties as President of the newly formed Missouri Synod, edi-
tor of its offioial organ, Der Lutheraner, and president and
professor of its Concordia College, had asked for assistance
in his parish duties.
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his first days in Baltimore. This also gave him an oppor-

tunity to visit with his friend, Pastor F. Schmidt of Wash-

ington D. C., now editor of the Potomas Spesctator.

tiyneken presched his farewell sermon on Feb. 21, 1850,
23
taking as his text I Sam. 7, 12, Shortly thereafter he

left for Ft. Wayne where, after a short visit, he resumed

24
the journey to St. Louis with his family.

i tion
2%, During the interim of four months the congrega
was served by §1oar G. Sohaller, who later served in Detroit
and under Wyneken in St. Louis.
ug4?r56¥§ Anniversa§z Booklet of St. Psul's Lutheran
Church, Baltimore, pub shed 1917
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Wyneken's St. Louis Pastorate 1850-1859

Wyneken arrived im St. Louis tpril 16.- 1850. ‘Shortly
thereafter Walther wrote in Der Lutheraner (VI, 143):

"Wyneken finally arrived here in St. Louie on the 16th
of this month with his family; all the friends of Ziom
in our midst will rejoice to hesr these glad tidings.
ves.ue to a slight illness he wss unable, the following
sunday, to ~preach his introduvotory sermon, but we pe-
tition the Lord for sn early recovery so that he mey,

on Sunday Cantate, April 28th, bring us the Word of Sal-

vation." ‘ i

At the time of Wyneken's arrival the corbined-parish
numbered 944 souls, 245 voters, 424 childrem in four schools,
and owned twdo church buildings and a oopgregational cemetery.
Walther, at this tims, still held the title "Oberpfarrer”
and was in charge of ocongregational meetins, preaching once
a month in each congregation. Wyneken and, at this time,
Buenger who served Enmannel, were designated "pastores vi-
oarios" (pastoral vicarsd.

Not & great deal 1e known of Wyneken's actual pastoral
activities at Trinity during this time and it 1s to be as-
sumed that he cerried it on much in the same manner as in
Baltimore. There wes plenty of visiting, preaching, teaching
and school visitation to be done. A cholera epidemic in the
early years was an added burden to vieiting end the preaching
of meny funeral sermons.

One interesting snecdote is reoorded in the congregation-
a8l history regsrding his lengthy sermons vinioh too often
reached one and a half hours. This pleased neither Wyneken

nor the congregation. After & disenesion in the congrege-
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tional meeting it was deoided to take the matter in hand.
At his suggestion the songregation was to purchase an hour-
gless for the pulpit. 7The minutes resord that two of them r
were obtained from Germany, none being available in imerica
at that time. ZEut they feiled to solved the difficulty.
dyneken slways glanced at it occasionally to note if the
hour was up or not, but in the heat of his preaching it of-
ten heppened that he calmly turned the glass over and oon-
timued for the usual hour and s half.

It is adwitted that the high esteem In which he w=s
held by ‘Welther was obtained by his viewing Wyneken in 2o-
tion just during these years of his ministry. His high es-
timate i1s recorded in Wyneken's Haohruf which is to be

found in Ler Lutheraner (1876, p. 73). Pastor C. J. Otto

Hanser, one of Wyneken's succeassors at Trinity.igivea an
apt comparison between Wyneken's and Schaller's preaching.

"Schaller was the direot counterpart of Wyneken.
The latter, especially in his sermons, fiery, powerful,
hesrt-stirring; the former calm, engaging, heart-re-
freshing, heart-rejoicing. Wyneken's sermons rushed
forward like a torrent sweeping everything relentless-
1y before it; Schaller's like & brook, flowing unper-

turved. L

It may be added here that Wyneken ministered, with in-

terruptions, at Trinity from 1850 to 1859 and, though absent,

wes still eslled its pastor until 1864. The interruptions
were caused by the fast that he became synodical president

almost at once, and spent some months in Germeny with Wal-

ther at the request of Fymod.

1. Wyneken's one time vicar and suc0e8S0T.
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Wyneken as Syncdical President 1850-1854,

General President 1854-1864

Only a few months after his arrivel in St. Louis, Wyne-
ken attained to new heights. At the fourth annual sconven-
tion of the Synod of Hissouri, Ohio and other States, held
in 5t. Louis from Ootober 2 to 12,1 he was elected to the
chair of President, replacing Dr. Walther who had held it un-
til this time. Thus in the space of two short years Wyneken
had gained the confidence, admiration, and respect of these
men who tendered him the highest office in their midst. It
is somewhat of & peculiarity to note that e was registered
by the convention as vicar-pastor and was non-voting. DTur-
ing the period the vote was being taken Walther, as chair-
men, turned over to Wyneken, not the vise-president, &nd,
by acclamation Wyneken was voted into office. At the olosge
of sessions Walther tendered the oustomary thanks to the Body
and turned the meeting over to Wyneken who closed the ses-
sions with prayer.2

At the following, f£ifth convention, held in Filwaukee
from June 18 to 28, 1851, Wyncken's absence was exnuae@ due
to the continued cholera epidemic in St. Louis. Sih%er.

vice-president, presided and read Wyneken's reports.

l. Postponed tb this late date due to a cholera epidemic.
2. Synodical Report, IV, 152-153.
e Tb%&., v, 65.

g,
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Luring the intervening years until 1854 his synodical
work demanded the greater of Wyneken's time. ﬁot only was
it necessary {or hin to preside ai synodical séssions and
draw up the progrem, lLut he was kept engaged in much cor-
respondence, and.it weg demanded of him that he visit, at
least once & year, alil congregations &énd circuits under his
supervigicn. Thus Wyneken, though he hed little time left
for his perich activitles in St. Louis, had stepped into an
office which he had already in 1841 visualized as being a
necesgity~-u "superintendent" of churches, but in a much
larger sphere than he had ever imagined or anticipgstod. .

Le wos eminently quelified for this task. His broad
experience of twelve years in the fleld was of irmense va-
lue and his outstending organization@ébility could receive
full pley., Eis visitations near and far brought him in con-
_ ﬁact with every congregetion, pastor, and teacher in Synod.
He knew intimstely the problems and possibilities. With
few exceptions he wes welcomed wherever he vent and highly
esteemed as a true friend and wise counselor, for he knew
the gentle art of dealing with people. ] .

A number of his experiences are worth noting. On one
occasion he visited a disturbea‘oongregation in the West.
At the sonclusion of s noisy end ineffeotusl nmeeting which
had lasted until midnight, he was standins in the derk ves-
tibule of the ohurch, while the pastor extinguished the

lights. Wnile otending there, he overheard some of the most

o

o
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violent of the opposition, prineipally young men, disputing
violently ebout him on the other side of the street, and
threstening to give him a sound thrashing. Without any he-
pitation Wyneken stepped suddenly in front of them and said
in his best Flati-Deutsch: "Young men, I would like to tell .
you something, I am not afraid of the very devil, and do
you think that I would be afraid of you? You are a miser-
able set of fellows, etec." Having given them & severe going
over in his choicest phrasses he guickly left. They looked
at one another quite beWildered, and proved that they had
conceived & sudden and wholesome respect for the Platt-
Deutsch president in the next meeting by peacefully sub-
nitting to him.4

Wisconsin was at that time known as the "Church Mili-
tant", end often Wyneken was obliged to go up end settle
quarrels, especially in the neighborhood of Milwaukee. In
oneof the congregations trouble had been brewing for some
time. He wes called to restore order. Immediately after
the opening of the meeting the atorm broke. The ohairman,
in spite of ail his remonstrances, was completely ignored.
Then Wyneken jumped mp and, stemping his feet on the ground,:
ealled into the assembly with a voice of thunder, using the
Platt-Deutsch dialeet, "Wait, you boys, I have the floor."
("Teuf, jg Buben, ick hevt's Wurd.") Quiet wes immediately

restored.

4, I&O:rris, Jde G'o. OPe cit. 630.

5. Con. Hist. Ins. Quat., IV, 67.
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The Bresk with Loche

It was during Wyneken's early years as President, that
events transpired which were destined to effect the status
of the conservative groups among the Lutherans in Arerioca
and .also the friendly relations which had been especially
" beneficial to the Missouri Synod from abroad. Hot fires of
controversy head broken out between the Missouri, Iowa and
Bu¥felo Synods. These debates continued before énd through-
out the period of Wyneken's office. They caused dissensioms,
end realignments all along the line. Hissouri had been de-
bating with Bu:ffalo6 on the doctrines of the ministry, the
Church, &nd the office of the keys, and the question of re-
lationship of Church to State. There was also debating with
Loehe snd the men of the Iowa Synod on the samevtopios and,
in addition, on the so-called "Open Questions”.

The real issue on which Loehe in Germeny and the men
ﬁho later organized the Iowa Synod finally separated from
Hissouri was that of the Church and liinistry. Loehe t?ok
an intermediate position between liissouri and Buffalo with

8 :
strong leanings toward Buffalo.

Alresdy in 1850 Loehe had intimated that the time had

6. Under the leadership of J. A. A. Grabau, called
"The Synod of the Lutheran ChurcgiEmigrited from Prusesia.”
Strongest around Buffalo and in Wisoonslne
g.sl.ee.. the binding character of the oontessi%ns.
the divine obligation of Sunday, the "Yuocherfrage", the
anti-Qhrist, eta.
. Der Luthersner, VIII, p. 115, Mar. 16, 1852.
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perhaps come when he would be eompelled to carry on his work
in America aport from the liissouril snd 1n another territory.
ma

sny rate," he said, "although we do not agree with these

our brethren in Korthgﬁmeric&. we ghall let charity and peace

prevail tovard them,"

That there should be eny doectrinsl difference between
them, and especially a dootrinal difference ﬁhich might mean
8 disruption of the relationship whioch hed existed until
this time tetween the Synod and Loeﬁa, the ardont benefactor,
f£111ed both Wyneken and Walther-wifh alarm. The convention
of 1850, which had elected Wymeken to the presidency, like
the previous conventions, cordially invited Pastor Loehe to
visit America and attend the convention in Milweukeo in 1851,
where matters might be thorouéhly discvesed. When, however,
Loehe found it impossible to sooept the invitation, Synod,
acting upon the suggeation of the St. Louls District Con-
ference, the 5t. Lonis ogongregetione, president Wymeken,
Dogtor Sinler and others, resolved to send Walther and Wy-
nelen to TWenendettelsau for a conference with Loche. FEv-
ery poszible effort was to be made to remove existing dif-
ferences and avoid a possible fupture. Tnaidentally, it
wag hoped that e personal acquaintane on the part of these :
two men with some of the leaders of the Church in Germany

might prove to be of great benefit both to the Church in

9. Deindoerfer, op. oit., p. 23.
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America and to the Church in Germany.

Accordingly, Wyneken and Welther seiled for Fmrope in
11
the late summer of 1851, shortly after the eonvention,

landing without incident in Hamburg. A full account of this

Journey and its im?ediute results are tebulated by Welther
&
in Der Lutheraner. Also & long letter to his wife, dated
13
Erlangen, October 11, 1851, supplies many details. They

meét Dr. Merbach, opponent of Walther in the noted Altenburg
debsite, visited Dr. Guericke in Halle, Dr. Kshnis in Lelp-
zig end Dr. Herless in Dresden. In Erlengedy Yslther re-
newed the acquaintance of Dr. Frenz Delitsch, a friend in
his youth, who introduoed them to other merbers of the fa-
eulty, Profescors Hofmann, Thomasing, Foefling and Schmridt.
The two men sttended variouns conferencee end meetings. Ev-
erywhere they were received cordially.

Reaching Nevendettelsau, they were warmly welcomed by

Loehe, who immediately dedicated a special number, beautiful-

1y edited, of his paper, Kirchliche Mitteilungen, to his two
visitors. It slmost seemed as if @ perfect understanding had
been resched. After thigs first conference Loshe wet the two
delegetes twice in HNuernberg, and they oelled on him twice at
Heuendettelssu. After making several visits in morthern Ger-

14
many, they returned home, reaching St. Louis, February 2, 1852.

10. Steffens, D. H., op. cit., 291; lasuvelshegen, Ce, OPe

°1t.' 147‘-14 ° %
1l. Sih?er, from Ft. Wayne, served the gongregstion du

ring the wecancy with G. Schaller as VioaT.
% 1igas SVITI, ﬁp. 21, 33, 54, 105, 113, 132, 13;, 135,0‘1‘3:
13. B#iefe von C. F. Walther an geine Freunde, SJHOTAL

i e

se_m_s%%g und Far amme‘ﬁ';ﬁed_er , 1L, 60. :
e Stef eng, U. He, OPe. cit., 292,
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Results of the Visit to Germany
Sihler, whose judgment in these matters is apt to be
oorrecty, writes in his autobiography:

"Unfortunately, they (Wyneken and Walther) had not
attained the main objest of their journey. Pfarrer
Loehe, it is true, was unable to oppose anything valid
to the convineing arguments, still he olung to his
vague sssertions that the Confessions of our Church
had no such binding force as we held them to have."

Walther gives the reason in a letter to his wifé:

"One finds one thing almost everywhere with ell
this ery of Lutheran Church; namely, one is not mind-
ed to seat one's self with childlike simplicity at the
feet of our old teachers, and before one attempts to
seck everything out of Soriptures, to first hear those
teachers who have spoken unto us the Word of God fol-
lowing their faith and oonsidgrtng the end of their
conversations." (Heb, 13, 7)1

As matters turned out, these German theologians made
the criticism against Walthér and other Missourians that
they had produced nothing new. The word was Fortentwicklung
(progressive developmént). In the letter quoted above Wal-
ther adds these signifieént words:

"Now, after I have seen much in Germaeny which encourages
me to praise God, I muat, nevertheless, aﬁfb God has
gtill done the greatest to us in America.

- Viewing the entire situation and its attendant back-
ground we are led to believe that Wyneken and Walther found
that the decided resction within church cirocles against po-
litical revolutions had prejudiced the clergy in Germany
against the libersl ohurch polity of the Missouri Symod.

15, Sihler, Wilhelm, Lebenslsuf bis zu geiner Ankunft

in New York, I, 78.
6. Steffens, op. oit., 292-293.
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It must be remembered that they were accustomed to a con-
sistorial form of church government, and coupled with the
reactionary trends of that time, it was natural for the Ger-
man clergy to be kindly disposed t&ward Grabau's oconoep-
tion of the Church and Ministry and the supervisory system
he advocated as an effective method of maintaing ohuréh
disoipline in an atmosphere of complete separation of church
and state.lv Had it not been for the extremes which Grabau
advocated it is quite probable that he might have found a
ready voioce and cooperstion in Germany end eventually re-
placed the lissouri Synod.

Having failed to oonvince Loehe that their doatrine
was based upon sound Lutheran and Bibliocal theology, Wal-
ther and Wyneken, nevertheless seemed to have roturggd to
America confident of Loehe's sontinued cooperation. These
hopes were, however, digpelled éfter Grabau's and von Rohr's
conference with Loehe the following year, 1853. Fortunate-
1y Loehe seemed less inolined to follow Grabau because of
hies extreme position and finally deolded tggoontinne his
efforts in America independent of eiﬁ@@pr.

Though Wyneken's and Walther's visit to Germany failed

to restore Loehe's oonfidence, it did help %o dispel¥ much

17. Synodelbericht, VIII (1853), 39. <
16, Der Lutneraner, VIII (ler. 16, 1862), 114 & 115
19. Deinzer, op. oit., 1II, 86, 87, 98. This lea

the founding of the Iowa Synod, 1854.




of the prejudice within the ranks of the olergﬁ and in of-
ficlel circles where they wefe known and highly respected.
By debaste and formal and informel discussions and aonfer-
ences they had found opportunity to clarify their position -
both in their own minds and those of meny prominent theo-
logians. Al least, they suoéeqded in rekindling in offi-
cial and oclerical eircles an 1ﬁtereat in the liissouri Synod's
work among the immigrants.29 Before leaving Germany they
were asked to draw up a statement about the "Hissouri-Buf-
falo™ controversy, which was to be given publicity in Ger- ]
many.zl

Following Wyneken's return to St. Louis, February 2,
1852, he was confronted with an avalanche of work as pas-
tor, but especially as synodiosl president. During the
course of five years the young Syhod was showing a remark-
eble growth. Wyneken's duties as president still required
that he visit all parished of Synod at lezst once a year
and, 1f possible, preach in each churdch. The difficulties
of this ean only be understood when one recalls the slow-
ness and diffioulty of travel in those days. Trinity im
St. Louis was still responsible for his full salary and
thus he was obligated to serve her needs also.

Wyneken's presidential address gtressing the rapid
growth of Synod in 1862 is & precursom of events to follow.

20. Der Lutheraner, VII, 40.
21, Ibid., VITI .99



Already in 1851 the matter of the division of éynod wes
broached. In 1852 the matter was presented to the congre-

gations for study. A portion of his presidentisl address
is worthy of note:

"At every new synodical convention that the Lord
permigts us in His meroy to hold, our heart is moved
anew to give thanke for the wonders of His love, grace
and faithfulness toward us in these last, evil tires.
For it is nothing less than a miracle to my eyes that
where only a few years ago a lone German Lutheran prea-
gher sagdly journeyed through the vest forests and prai-
ries to visit the scattered members of his church and
serve them meagerly with the RBread of Life, a Synod
can meet today which numbers in pastors, teachers, and
professors more than a hundred workers in the vineyard
of the Lord, to which as time goes on more congregetions
Join themselves and rejoloe together that here also the
light of the true dootrine has been set on a candle-
stick and with id$s life-giving rays lights up the hearts
of those who are of the truth....Above all, however,
we must praise the Lord of the Church for this, that He
has by His grace kept the hearts of the servants of the
Word until now in true unity of faith and love, and
that the enemy has not yet succeeded in arousing the
conflict within our body which he has raised up against
us outeide of it....In our congregations also the Word
seems to take everg deeper root, and many of our bre-
thren in office who have administered their duties with
grief are beginning to breathe more freely and praise
God for having givem them pggienoe end enduwance, 80
that the Word was blessed."

The following year, 1853 the plan of division was a-
dopted whereby four Distriote were formed: the Northern,
Western, Central, and raafern, and in 1854 the last Con-
vention of the General Body was held snd the organization
of Distriots completed. This somewhat lessened the bur-

dens of Wiyneken, but his calendar nonetheless was heavy

enough for one man.

22. Synodical Report, VI, 200-207.



96

From June 23 %o July 2 of 1862 the sixth convention
met at Milwaukee. At this time a complete report of the
mission to leuendettelsau end Germany was ma de. August
30, Wymeken partiocipated in the dedidation of the new
parochial school of his congregation in St. Louis.

The years 1852 snd 1853 saw the controversy with Gra-
bau and Buffalo and the men of Iowa reach an intense heat.
Through correspondence and personal contacts Wyneken
worked incosewﬁyly, strengthening his brethren in the fight.
In this capascity he proved himself en¥ able warrior and a
worthy synodical executive. The seventh convention in
Cleveland, June 1-11, 1853, resulted in lengthy delibera-
tions regerding oorrespondence with Buffalo. OCoupled with
Walther his abilities stand out; these two men seem to have
worked together as a perfect team.

Agcording to a letter of Walther's dated July 25,.1854.
Pastor G. Sohaller of Detroit was oalled by Trinity to
serve as Vvicer under Wyneken in order to relieve him of much
of the pressure of parish duties in a growing congregation.
On November 5, Schaller entered upgg his work snd Wymeken's
appreciaticn mey well be imagined.

With the convention of 1864, held in St. Louis June
21 to July 1, and the synodical reorganization, Wyneken was

eleoted General President. This is an indication that he

23. Con. Hist. Ins. Quate, XVI, # 3, 84-85.
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had proved his me$tle as president to the satisfaction of
all and their confidence in his ability had not been mie-
judged. The general body wee now to meet every three years
and in the t{wo intervening years the ind;ﬁidual Distriots
were 1o convene. (yneken was obligeted to visit ever§ con~
gregation within three years, end, if possible, presch in
every church. LHe was expected to attend every Distrioct Sy-
nod and preach, and 21s0 he present at pestoral conferences.
By 1857 these visgitations were humanly impossible and the
time was extended to & period of six yeara.24

With the establishmﬁnt of the General Presidency Wy-
neken begsn receiving his salary from Synod, beginning,
1t seers, with 1857. The Synodioel Rgport of 1860 shows
an expenditure of $2400 for the trienmnium in salary and
#410.07 foyéraveling expanses.as In the same report, with
a general lncrease in galaries for professors snd other
synodicsl officials, Wyneken's salary igaaleo inoreased to
$1000 per year plus traveling expenses. 5

With the division of Synod into Distriots we are pre-
sented with & remarkeble survey of the energetic vigor of
this ééiﬁg'pét;iaroh. He secoms tirelgss in spending him-
gelf in behalf of the Church. Interesting stories of his

far-flung activitice abound. He was fearless of all op-

24. Polaok, W. G., The Building of a Great Church,
25. Tenth Synodieal Report, 1860, 93.
26, Ivid., 7T6.
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poeition from within snd without an& wholly uﬁaelﬁah toward
all who menifested an interest in building God‘a' kingdoin.

During these years, in his ocapaoity as president, he
often visited the sohools of the congregations; he loved to
hear the ohildren sing. He always insisted on punotualify.
order end strict diseipline, but also a warm-hearted con-
cern and affection on the part of the teachers. As g re-
sult, in his visitation, he could tell all the faots to the
congregetion concerned.

Cn one occesion in his journeys as president he sat
next to & tipioccl Americen who ingquired concerning Wyneken's
business and trevels. Having received full information he
observed facetiously: "Well, then, you are President of the
United States?" "Yes, and Canada, too," was ¥yneken's quick
reply. 4

In the light of today, Wyneken carried on an amézing
amount of correspondence, which may be the reason why his
production of larger litérary works is unassuming. They

inolude the previously mentioned "Die Hoth der Deutschen

Iutheraner in Nord Amerika,"1841, and"Spruchbuch zum Xlein-
en Katechismus Lutheri"published in Baltimore, 1843. Among

the many artieles from his pen in Lehre und Wehre, the pro-
fessional orgen of the Missouri Synod, are notably the fol-
lowing: "Eine Erklaerung Hernn Pfarrer Loehe's" nebst ein-

igen deran haengenden Bemerkungen; and "Die Methodisten".

27, Con. Hist. Ins., Wyneken Files.




Der Lutheraner ocontalns more than a dozen articles from his

pen. "Die Noth der Lutherischen Christen" is an historical

work which remeined unfinished. His letters published under
the pseudonymn "Hans", are intensely interesting. His last

work of this kind ie titled "Allen Respeat vor den Seligen

Herms! lur Xeine lienschen-Vergoetterung, und Keinen Xultus

Lebendiger cder VerstorbWener Heiliger in der Lutherischen

Kirche. Quite a colleotion of his sermons are extant in the
files of Concordia Historical Institute in St. Louls. His
presidential addresses trrough the years, as published in
the Synodical Reports, evidenae a kecen knowledge and insight
into conditions &n his own church body and in the entire
Lutheran Church at large, not to mention affairs in oon-
temporary life end history in America with its problems and
opportunities.

In June 1855 he attended the first session of the new-
1y formed Northern Distriot, meeting in Milwaukee, and
preached the opening sermon on Isaiah 51, 15-16. In Sep-
tember while on & trip East he was suddenly stricken with
& oritiecal illness at the home of Pastor Th. J. Brohm in
Hew York City. March 31, 1856, he assisted in the instal-
lation of Profs. Biewend and Schick et Concordia College,
Ft. Wayne. In this year Wyneken also sttended all four
District Conventions and preached the opening sermous, in
each instunce basing his sermon on I Pet. 6, 1-10. He was

also present at thc Ffee Conference with members of the Ohio
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28
Synod at Columbus, Ohio.

'In the 1857 General Convention held st Ft. Wayne he
preached the opening sermon and oonduoted the depate on
Chiliasm in whish Pastor G. Schieferdcoker, then president
of the Western Distriet, took a leading part. The greater
part of twelve sessions wero devoted to this discussion.
In 1858 he again attended the four Distriot Conventions
and preached the opening sermons on various texts. He was
also prosent at the Free Conference held in Cleveland. In
1859 he preached all the ovening sermons at the four Dis-
triot sessions, basging them on Ppalm 67. He was also pre-
sent at the Free Conference at Ft. Wayne. In this
year he also found it neoessaiy to direot two synod;gide
eppecls for remittances to the synodicel treasurer.

During these last years, beginning with 1856, on all
too ffeguent oocesions Tyneken showed signs of pomr health,
and by 1859 he was foraed to petition Trinity oongregation
in 3t. Louis for a leave of absence to regain strength and
health. He had wished to resign, but was greciously re-
tained as vastor and during his absence, Viear G. Schaller
took full charge of the work. Thus late in 1859 he left
the eity of St. Louis and woved his furnishings and family
to Adams County in Indians where he spent the winter in

rest and recuperation. In the spring of 1860 he settled

28. Synodioal Reports, 1855 & 1856.
29, I%iﬂd"'.","'l'—e'57, 1658, 1859
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down on & manor in the neighborhood of 7t. i’layﬁe. This ma-

nor was presented to him by a few weelthy friends.

30. Jensen, J. C., Ameriosn Lutheran Biographies,
p. 867 ff.,




VIII
Wyneken's Ft. Wayne Residency 1860-1864

During these years Wyneken aonstantly fulfilled all
the duties of bie ever enlarging office as President. On
January 15, 1860, despiptchis own health, he made the jour-
ney back to 3t. Louis in company with Professor Craemer o
visit Walther who wes seriously ill at that time. MNarch 2,
he addrecsed a letter to the pastors of Synod asking for
oontributions toward a fund to allay the expenses of Wal-
ther's trip to Germany for the restoration of his health.
In mid-Cotober he was beok in St. Louis to preside at the
Tenth General Convention of Synod. Due to the cogdition of
his health, he did not preach the opening sermon.

In the yeer of the outbresk of the Civil War, 1861,
Wynekeﬁ observed the usual schedule. In April he preached
the opening scrmon of the Western Iistriot sessions &t Al-
tenburg, liissouri, on FPealm 117. In early June he attended
the Northern District Synod convention at Monroe, lMichigan,
an96§oke on Hosea 14, 1-8. In Cotober he attended the ceg—
tral Disctict convention at Cleveland but did not preach.

In 1862 the ssme sohedule was observed; in HKay he was
at Crete, Illinois, for the meeting of the Western Distrioct
and presched on Gel. 1, 3-5. In June he attended the Hor-

thern District meeting at Watertown. In Auguat he was preé-

1. Conoordia Historical Institute Files.
2.Distriet Synod Reports, 186l.
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sent for the Fastern Distriot sessions at Pittsburgh snd
in Ootober for the meecting of the Central District at Heu-
endettelsaun, Chio. At the three latter ccnventioné he did
not preach due %o ﬁeukness and 111nésu;

The 1863 oeorrespondence of ﬁyﬁeken included a letter
to the congregations asking for finaneisl support for e
ohurch in Iew Tork which was in dire need; a letter in Der

Lutheranor regarding the establighment of an English ILuther-

an congrogation in Baltimore and Wynaken's answer to DIr,
Guetave Snyfarth.4

#hon Synod met fof its Eleventh regular oconvention in
Ft. Wayne in Qetoher, 1863, Wyneken requested that he be re-
lioved of his duties as President, but no astion was taken.
The burden of his manifold duties and responsibilities were
beginning to take their toll. He was no longer abhle to
stand tho extended and arduous travel which his office nec-
essitated, nor the sad experiones which he encountered with
some pastors, %eachers and congregations with their nerve-
wracking disputes and quarrels. Coupled with this was the
ever-ingcressing amount of mere routine office work, the hea-
Yy corresgondence, and the attendant|g}2_g§§*gnd failing

health whish tried his ospacities severely.

%, Digtrict Synodiesl Renoirr_,ta 1862, . i
4. Congordia g\olo edis, 00~701. 1795-1885.to§21§gt
sovhy, THEoTosy £ud Philology student. Noted Egyptologiet.

. T o1 Wyne-
Professor of archaeology at leipsig. let Walther and .
ken in Germany, 1851. 8grofesscr at Concordia S:::gary. ser
ving gratuitously for three years. Prolific writors

5. Report of General Convention of Missouri Synod, 2962
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In February of 1864 he preached the sermon for & chursh
dedicetion st lLaporte, Indiana, using as his text Luke 10,
1-10. He hed traveled some thirty miles in an open wagon

6
t0 reach the place.

In view of & full calendar of work end shanges in the
gonstitution governing the office of Generzl President and

other attendant matters, the General Body of Synod, in the

e

agenventicn of 186¥, had esked the officers to remain until
the following year when an extra seesion of Synod was called
for the purpose of studying the reoommend:tions whioch had
been made and scting upon them.v

Thus in Octocber, 1864, when Synod egain convened in
Ft. Wayne, Wyneken's ples was grented end he was reliwved
of the office which he had held for fourteen ygars. Jr. C.
F. W. Wolther was sgein elected tc the office. Wyneken
had presided &t six Genersl Conventlone during his inoum-
benoy, hed attended some 21 District sessions ami had preached
at most of them; he attended numerous pastorel oonferences
inoluding Norwegian end Free Conferences, and hed traveled
the length and breadth of the country on visitations. His
indelible impression has been loft on the Church he served,
an impression thet 1ingers‘unt11 this day. In summing up

his work as President, we quote the words of Direotor J. C.

6. Der Lutheraner, XX, 134-130. i
7. “IIth Synodioal Report, 1863, p. 103. |
8. 12%th Synodiosl Leport, 1864 |
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W, Lindemann, who, in his biography of Wyneken, says:

"The blessings that God through him, &s long as
he was President, showered on the entire Synod aannot
be known or desgribed at this time. That our Synod
took the evengelical direotion whioh now distinguishes
it so remariahly from many other church bodies, in a
large measure, was due to him. At synods and confer- -
ences, in ministerial studies and congregetionsl meet-
ings, he had hundreds of opportunities to warn egainst
legalism, %o demonstrate and enforoe evangelical prac-
ticee. s« The Lord had gset him up as His instrument in
these numerous councils in order that the Word might
resound purely, in order to give to the American Chugoh
the eternal light of His Word brightly end slearly.”

In recognition of his outstanding work as leader of
tho ohuroh, tho Rev. ¥, Slovers asddressed a letter to all
pastors snd tecchers of Synod requesting contributions for
a Wyneken fund with whioh, 1t was hoped, it would be pos- .
pible 40 purshase a piano ond a set of Luther's works in

10
the ¥eloh edition, to be presented as a token of esteom.

9. Quoted in The Building of a Great Church, Polack,
We G‘o Pe 8%, 1
10. Con. Fist. Ins., Wyneken Files.
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Wynelen's Cleveland Uinistry 1864-16%5

On June 12, 1864, before he was relieved of the bur-
den of the presidenoy, Wyneken had received a 0all from
Trinity ocongregation in Cleveland, Ohio. For a nnmb;r of
years he had voiced the hope that 1+1s later years he
might again serve a smeller compast oongregation with not
too many attendant dnties. low this wish was to be gran-
ted, However, he wss still oonisdered pastor of Trinity
in St. Louis, and had never been released, as this congre-
gation had hoped that eventually he would return to them.
Apppoaching them for a releasse he found that the congre-
gation was not minded to acqguiesce, as they believed that
they still had first call on his services. After much
correspondence, however, it was finally granted.l

Shortly after the General Convention, 6m November 7,
1864 (25th Sunday after Trinity) he was installed as pae-
tor of Trinity by his o0ld friend and former teacher of St.
Paul's in Ft, Wayne, pastor P, Hussmenn, For the two pre-
vious months Trinity had been served by neighboring pas-
tors. Wyneken's nephew, Pastor H. C. Schwea, vice presi-
dent of Synod, later President, wes serving neardby Zionm
songregation. :

Trinity gave Wyneken a cordial reception whioh filled

him with new zecl and oourage and revived his spirits. The

songregation was not too large and, better still, the mem-

1. Ameriksnischer Kalendsr, 1877, 4;-;:.
2. Hen and Missions, op. 0it., pe 52 %
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bers lived close to the church. It wes well-ordered and
pease prevailed in their midst, something whioh Wyneken as
President thought wee &lmost non-existent. The slimate
wag favorable for his ailments, for up until this time he
had suffered from rheumstism, gout and asthma. He had aged,
but lightened burdens brought bask much of his former wit,
fire, and cneerfulness. In June, 1866, Pastor P. Omamer
wes o62lled as agsistanl by the congregation and reinained
for thuree years. With his departure the congregation pro-
oeeded (o call wWyneken's gon, Henry, to assist end the
young man preached nis inaugural on Christmas Day of 1870.
Some three years later, February 17, 1874, Trinity allowed
Henry to take full charge as pastor and the aging patriarch
besame his a.ssietant.z

During these years iWyneken conssientiously attende\d the
sessions of the Central Distriot and alsc the General Con-
ventions of Synod. A4t the 14th Convention he preached in
the opening service at the reguest of the Presidenf- He
was present al the orgenization of the Synodical Conference
in Rilwaukee, June 1872, and attended regularly until 1875,
when it was invited to oonvene in his own parish in Cleve-
land. He also served as guest speaker for many church de-
dioations during this time.

But now the once powerful end vigorous frame of this
ploneer churchman was weakening from year to year, Hia

4TI PLARE MEMURIAL LIBRARY
GONGOADIA SEMINARY

-
7 LOUIS, M8 | 3

3. Men and Niesions, op. oit., B4
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faoce and bearing were showing traces of suffering and toil
which had been hilg down through the yesrs. Fe had beaome

a revered &nd homored petriarch not only to the oity in
which he 1ived, but throughout the Gruroh vhich he had
served. THis =on, heving accepted a ¢all to serve as onro-
fessor at Springfield’s Practieel Semingry in 1865, Wyne-
ken, upon the advise of his physieian sought o well-carned
rest and rellef from his ailments, now aggravated by a heart
gondition, in Californie,

Having received o peacefnl release from Trinity, he
preached hip farewell sermon on Ootober 6, 1875, and there-
upon left Clevelend ¢nd corossed the continent to spend his
last days of his erowded and fruitful life in the home of
his son-in-law, Pastor J. . Buehler, in San Frencisecc. A4
short time after his arrivel he booeme homesick 2nd his
wife, -who had remeined in Clevelend, hestily mode the trip
to his sids in Pebrusry, 1876. Under her ccre he rallied,
and plans were mede to veturn to Clevelend on Hay 4. But
the Lord hed plgnned otherwise, It wes evident thet he wes
nesring the end of his pilgrimege from the frequency of his

4
heart atteclks.

4. Hen snd Missione, op. oit., 66 ff.
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X
Wyneken's Last Days 1876 5

On April 2, Judioa Sundey, he hed preached a forceful -
sermon on the Gospel for the day in San Frenoisco. Later
in April he had been asked to preach in San Jose, but the
above sermon, based on John 8, 46-49, was ‘to.be his last
service of the Word. liay 2 he wrate his lest letter, ad-
dressed to a friend in Baltimore., On may 4 a letter was
received from hir by his son living in Zane;sville. Ohio,
with whor & younger unmarried daughter of Wyneken's was
staying; in it he stated that they hoped to be on their way
back to Clevelend on lay 4. But on that day, at 6:30 A. N.,
Wyneken fell asleep with the name of his Savior on his lips.
He had stteined the age of sixty-six years less one week.

The news of his death sjviftly spread the length and
breadth of Synod. In St. Louis, where the Western Distriot
was in session, = memorial service was held in T;-inity
Chureh the following Sunday, Mey 7, Jubilate, in which Pas-
tor Buenger preached the sermon on Romsns 7, 24-25. %his

1
text Wyneken himself had chosen many years before.

Wyneken Funeral Rites, ey 6-16, 1876

With the death of the patriarch, plens were immediately

made for his internment in Clevelend. Saturday evening, iay

rancisco with Paato; Buehler,
+he bedy
was
his son-in-law, preaching the sermon. Hext da:k whioh

6, a servioce wes held in Sen F

1. Con. Hist. Ins., Wyneken Files.
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to be accompenied by the widow end son-in-law, was plaged
gboard the train for 5t. Louis. Their arrival at St. ‘Lonia
coinoided with the birthday of the deceased, Hay 13. |
The followlng day, Hay 14, the body, having laid in
gtate in Trinity until the afternoon, Dr. ¢. F. ¥. Walther

conducted the funeral rites and preached on the text, 1 Core

2, 2, to a crowded church. Farly next morning, shortly af-

ter six o'ecloask, lay 15, the remaine arrived in Ft. Wayne
and were met at the station by the two pastors, the profes-
sors and students of Concordia College, and a host of rela-
tives and friends and former congregation members, who es-
corted the body to St. Paul's Church where it wes again laid
in state. At ten o'cloock, services were oconducted for an
overflow congregation at which Pastor W. 5. Stubnatsy of E-
mmanuel Church was the liturgist and Dr. Wm. Sihler of St.
Paul's preached the sermon, using as his text, Prov. 10, 7e
Shortly thereafter the remains were entrained for

Cleveland znd srrived in thet oity at seven o'clock next
morning, May 16. At two o'oclogk the final service was hsld
for enother overflow audience oomposed not only of Lutherans,
but eleo inelnding Catholics, Hethodists, Evangelioals, Re-
formed, and pesple of no faith at all, who had oome to pay
tribute to & man whom they had leernmed tolove end respeot.

| The sermon, in the Germen language, 88 Were the pravious

ones, was preached by Pastor¢ Theodore Brohm, long-time

frien& of the deceased, who based his germon on Hebe. 13._ 7.
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Thereafter, Professor W. F. Lehmann, representing the facul-
ty of Capitol University of Columbus, Ohio, spoke in the Eng-
lish language. Pestor F. Niemann of Clevelsnd conducted the
rites at the grave.

A final memorial service in Wyneken's honor wes con-
ducted &n hie former Baltimor: congregation on the evening
of iey 28, by Pastor C. Frinoke, the pastor of St. Paul's.

Thus was finally laid to a well-earned rest the earthly
remains of the men who was rightly called "The Father of
Home Kissions in the lNissouri Synod“.2

No finer tribute osn be psid his memory than thet which
wasg voieed by Dr. C. F. W. Walther when he wrote shortly af-
ter Wyneken's death:

"He wzs a highly gifted person, a truly evangeli-
gal preacher; cloguent and mighty in the Seriptures;
thorcughly oxperiensced in the school of spiritual tri-
als; a fearless witness to the pure and unadulterated
truth svd ite valiant defender; a faithful watchman in
his Church; a man without guile, whose whole 1ife bore
the marke of uprightness and singleness of wind; & foe
of all falsehood and hypoerisy, &8 true Hathsnael. In
short, he was an upright Christian and faithful servant
of the Lord, who, however, in trne humility knew only
his weakness and not his strength. To a host of pas-
tors and laymen he was an example, to thoussnds & spi-
ritusl fzther, an spostle to sa large section of Ameri-
ca, beloved and honored of a2ll who knew him, one of the
finest men who have graced our Iuntheran Zion and one of
ner mightiest champions, whose name will never be for-
gotten, but will remain blessed as long as the Lgtheran
Chureh in our country remains true to her nams.”

2. Der Lutheransr, XXXII, # 15, 113-114 and Amerikan-

igcher Kslendar, 1877, 46-47.

Z. Der Lutheraner, XXXII, # 10, 73.
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Conclusion

iyneken's contribution to the remarkable growth and
dootrinel solidarity of the llissouri Synod and the entire
Lutheran Church of America oen scarcely be overestimated.
Heither ecn the influence of the Body which he led through
fourteen eveniful years as President and leader go unrecog-
nized for the influence it had on other bodies. Nor may we
overlook his unrelenting testimony for & confessional Lu-
theran consuiousness in the synods with which he was af-
filicted prior to his joining "Hissouri". Hor dare we o=
verlook his opntribution toward a definite EHome lission po-
liey, and the establishment of relations with Europe which
were of such fer-reaching importance to the Church.

Sensing the need of a synod with & definite doetrinal
loyalty he brought not only .this treit fc "dissouri" in 1848,
but also a broad understanding of the religious needs of im-
migrant Germans, through his former experiences in the Hid-
dle West. By means of family conneotions in Europe, he was
able to draw to the support of the Church meany of the go-
vernment officisls of Hanover who rendered invaluzble ser-
vice in channeling emigrants into the Lutheran Church of
Arerica. | .

The ties of cormon interest snd fellowship of the "His-
souri triumvirate" (Wyneken, Walther, end Sihler) enabled
the Synod to rise to a position of influence and leadership
among those of the "old Lutheren" orthodoxy. Through the
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forty years of their leadership the strict confessional reins
wore drawn tightly and the machihnery of synodiocal sotivity
wag so well developed, that today, without question, the
Hissourl Synod stands &as a monument to their untiring efforts.

The question as to whether confessiongl Lutherasnism could
stand transplanting to a new environment and become typically
fmericsn, surviving a break with the past and ridding herself
of foreign influence, has been answered in the light of past
history. The Uroad cultursl education and sincere religious
convictions of Wyneken et elia, born in a severe spiritual
struggle, under extreme physical hardshipe, coupled with the
help of men of influence and understanding in the Lutheran
States in Germany enabled them, with the help of God, to a-
dapt {their church organization to & new environment and
bridge that perilous gep between s new Amerioca &nd sn old Ger-
peny without secrificing dne iote of the doctrinsl position
for which they wore williang o fight and lose friends while
influencing people and congregetions and synods.

That the emphasis was on the German language is well un-
cerstood. This was for the reason of establishing a close
bond of fellowship with the Germen immigrant &nd the reans
of molding him in & striot sonfessionsl ceonvietion for the
building of a so0lid American churche.

These men successfully and under terridic pressure form
without and within adjusted their Church orgenizetion to &n

Americsn environment by establishing complete congregational

\'.I' i Tl
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gutonomy with lay and ministerisl equality in all watters
effecting either congrog&tion or synod, and this order found
ready acceptance in America, thoroughly democratic, though
foreign to the minds of the typical Germen.

Under ¥yneken's able leadership and through his testi-
mony the renks of "Hissouri" were not only rspidly filled,
but the Church that he headed was eminently successful in
spreading a measure of discontent in "American Lutheran”
cireles, and turning the neutral groups into strong confes-
sional chennels end leading to their final affiliation with
groups having & Lutheran symbolissl consciousness.

The finel result has been that Wyneken, while associs-
ted with men of lile convicetions, has been successfully in-
strumental in trensplanting & Lutheran Church,now thoroughly
Armericen gnd suited %o its environment, yet thoroughly éon-
scious of 1ts heritage of doctrinsl strength and oonfession- _j
al convictipn. He has given her that which has molded her
being and thinking down through the many years of her exis-

tence on Amerioan shores.
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