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ness in man. It was because of His oivine forbearance. 

"It was to prove at tho present time that he himself is 

28 

1' iehteous. a < 3 : 26) · Any boasting, "'-1. Ix~ cr'" 1 on the part of 

man, any thoue;ht of' 'his goodness through work s of the law is 

completely excluded. It is ruled out 0on the principle of 

faith ". (v.27) Faith is t he realization that 1n oneself 

there ls no good nor any power to merit good. It ·is the 

realization ·t hat all the good and all the merit and the power 

to do good ar e in Jesus. 

"Faith and Jesus are ever combined like a cup and its 

contents. 07 Faith in Jesus is a union between the believer 

and hi s Savior Christ Jesus. "Faith is the heart •s trust 

embracing Chr i st. 118 '.ro the believer Christ becomes his 

strength, hi s powe1•, his all. All depends on Christ for 

faith is the full assux·ance t hat Je8UB has done all for me. 

"Justifying f aith is therefore a divinely wrought reliance of 

the heert upon the reconciliation procured through Christ or 

upon G,od • s grace in Christ offered to us in the word. of the 

g<:>spel in the f orm of promise.119 It is a faith-union in 

which the, believer is 0overpowered0 by Christ. 

Faith---faitb in Jesus Christ---For Paul it is the "in 

Jesus Ch I•ist" which gives a.11 the significance to "faith". 

It is this which distinguishes it from all other kinds of 

7. Lenski, .2£•~•, p.250. 
8. Ibid. 
9·. Philippi, £E.•ill•, p.152. 
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"believing 11
• F'or Paul this is the chief characteristic of 

faith even Vihen the phrase "in Jesus" is not specifically 

mentioned . In a number of pas sages in Paul•s epistle to 

the Homans t he context makes it clea1• tho.t the faith spoken 

of is 11faith in Jesus". 

Let us first examine ..,,.f rr'-J as it occurs between the 

t wo p as s age s we have been studying . In Rom. 3 :25 we read: 

cl / ,r C \ 
OJ,1 7Tf'O E. 6'£ TO O Bi O 5 

For our pre s ent purpose i t makes little difference whether 

' / t:' / we t uke s,~ Tll.t7'7e.w; with /.)l(.077f'"f) or the phrase .) -~_... 7w 
L 

) - C/ 
o<v-rov °"'-,....-C-t•'• 'l'he Revised Standard translates: "whom 

God put f orward as an expiation by his blood to be received 

by faith. 11 Dr . Arndt would evidently be ln accord with this 

tl"'ansl a tion; fox• he s ays: ttThere remains the expression 

'throul!h f aith •. It belongs to mercy seat; modifying that 

term. Paul here points to the so-called medium applicativum, 

the me ans whereby man obtains the benefits of the expiation. 

Christ is i ndeed the mercy seat for all men, but only the 

believers will reap t he benefits of His redeeming work.nlO 

Most other s t ake f aith with mercy seat. Godet says, "The 

idea requirin g a determining clause is not faith, which is 

clear or itse lf, but the means of propiti~tion •. " He 

continues, "God has established Jesus beforehand as the means 

or propitia tion t hrough faith. It may be paraphrased thus: 

10. ft.rndt, Notes on Romans, p.23. 
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'Jesus Christ, whom God settled befor·eband as thE1 means or 
pro:;:iitiation on the condition of faith, through the shedding 

of His blood'. ull 

By these words Godet comes to our matter at hand. It 

is Jesus Christ who is the Mercy Seat. And the faith of which 

Po.ul is spe aking is f aith in this Jesus. Tbex•e is no other 

obje ct of fai th expressed or implied. Even if we ~ore to 

agree with tht:i few commontatora who translate "faith in his 

b lood ", t he sense would still be "faith in Jesus". There is 

no doubt t .i1at the pronoun if'v has as its a..ritecedant, "Jesus 

Chr·ist" of v er se 24 .. 
/ 

So it is clear that by 711 Ir' -r ~ = 5 of 

3: 25 Paul means 11f a.i t;h in Jesus". 

Vers e s ono and two of chapter five also make it plsin 

) / )/ ' 
E'f7Y1Y E.X...,../E>-' 7Tf"'01 

r , / .... e - ., 
-ro' ,_J & e. 6 V "'J. -<. ro V IY V p I. 0" r w,, 

I170-o';i /?'-rou f1.' oJ f(o(.~ ,7J-1 7Tf'Ou-ot,1w1>/J-1 27f/i"'y"EJ.I 
"\. I' ) ' / ; .) r;' ( .,., 711 7Tt.tr,£J. C.~5' T?>' tf"<'fJJ/ To<v7"'fl,/"£V 11 EO-T"f/'/'o(.~-.V; 

"Therefore, since we are justif'ied by faith we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have ob­

tained access (by faith} to this grace in which we stand." 

Again the object of faith is named in t~e passage, Jesus 

Ghrist; though He is not expressly called the object of faith. 

It is the f a ith in Jesus which justifies us. before God. "Wo 

11. Godet, 2l?.•.£!!•, p.256-258. 



derm das reui ge uud (und) erachreckene Gew1ssen davon 

Fried, Tr ost u.ncl P1•eud empf'aeht, desz es hoert, dasz uns 

die suenden vergeben sind um Christus willen, das heiszt 

der Glaub, der uns vor Gott gerecht macht.nl2 

Examina tion of 9:30-53 also reveals faith as "fs.ith 
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in Jesus". In t he se verses Paul is contrastine the t1ork­

righteousness or 1 low-faith' of the Israelites with the 

faith-righ teousness or 'faith in Jesus• or the Gentiles. Of 

/ ) J J ,r/ ,, 
?TJ.rrecJwtJ £.,r' o..o.1ri£i cu ,to< r-<1- c-rcJvo7d"'£r•a

1 
Behold I am laying 

in Z:i.on o. stone tha t will make men stumble, a rock that will 

make t hem fall; and he who belioves in him will not be put to . 

shrune." The r·ock spoken of here · is Chris\, 13 "Gott will 

einen Grunclstein, einen Hnuptstein legen, einen bewaehrt;en 

Stein, e iae n Eckstein, daa 1st Christus und sein Evangelium," 14 

12. Luther, ~~cit., p.118~ 
13. Sanda y m1d He ad lam ( p. 281) : nBtl t from the very 

bee;inning the word ,) (~05 was applied to Chri st, primarily 
with r e f er ence to Ps,cxviii.22 •the stone ~hich the builders 
rejected' (Me.tt.x:xi,42; Mk • .xii.10: Lk.x.x.17; Acts i~,11 by 
St. Peter). The other naaaages in which the word ). '&o 5 
was use<l in the LXX came to be applied as here, 8nd in Ep.11. 
20 ~tr ,oo d:.., tJ" -< ,.'"o v is used almost as a proper name. By the time 
of Justin Martyr ) : Bo; is used almost as a nW11ti of the 
Ch i t 

_,, ..V r I ' ' J/T. TT< iJ-1-.r S : (U-TW l(e(l T<vT'( o.S'rwJ E-[Of.l To( WJ 111:./.HfJ /1'1'1- o I. 

n:,5 }p,.rrc; 71 oc,P'J T£.1&1- ,........:."A) &1.,.., eTvoc~ l'I'-<"~ )1.'d•J' #1J'A'A{r«1. 

· (Dial,36,p.1f2c. ed. Otto): o't•t )'j'~·rro'y J"otc-, A '-CJ! .,,.ir'"'"- /£·f'~i/J 1"'~ 
t1~dJ .;f"'ot~ Hcf'f'__ '~J /Y«S ~}(€def .,Y«) {..,;~/°"" 710}' ff,r\ ~f'A'' 117/"'!_T1tf.Of ;"Of.£ ~'~"J' 
(1b.34.p.1I2D.). Tl:fese quotations seem to iinply that ~'~ 0 5 
was a n ame for the r,vesciah ronong the Jews, and t~at Justin 
wishes to prove that Christ fulfills that title. 

14; Luther, 2.E.•ill•, p.250, 
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Christ is a o.tone that causes men to stumble because they 

do not have fa.i th in Him. When men trust in themselves end 

in their own work-righteousness, then to them Christ be­

comes a stumbling-stone end a rock that makes men fall • 

.But Chr1 st is more than a stumbling-atone; He 1 s a Rock of 

salva tion. This is brought out by "and he who believes 1n 

him will not be put to shame. 11 The ~tr~ is Christ. 
~ 

Cremer 

sta.tc~s., u 7!t 11",~:f.J. II et; always denotes the direct reference of 

faith to Christ ••• and so doose112with the dative (Rom.9:33) 1115 

So ag ain we see Paul means faith; in .Jesus. "Den~ es 1st je 

einmal und 3ewisz wahr: Wer an Christum glaubt, der wird 

nimraermehr zu Schanden. nl6 

':1.1h r·oughout chapter ten Paul speaks of believing and 

faith, and ag e.in we see that "in Jesus" is implied. Luther 
J 

. ( / ' , ' e'+ ,, ~ comments on verse four .,.~l,05 t•f JJO,/"OcJ )/'~r-ro5Ao~lr•UO<r"<H~1v 

7T-c,n·1 ,w 11~ o--r & ,/ o,,, r1- , "For Christ is the end of the law, 
~ 

for righteousness to everyone believing."): "Was 1st das? 

Nichts anders, denn: elle, die an Ohr1stum glauben, werden 

durch den Glauben gerecht und empfangen seinen Geist und Gnade 

• • • • Darum Christi Glaube macht gerecht.nl'7 Dr. Arndt 

says: "Christ ·has obtained the righteousness !'or us; every­

one th&t believes on film has it, of.Rom.3:28."18 

In verse elevon \-:e .hove the same phrase as 1n 9 :33. 

15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 

Cremer,_2P...~•, p.490-491. 
Luther,-i-oc.clt. 
Luther, op.clt';, pp •. 260-262. 
Arndt, £E_.cit .• , p.75. 
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Verse nim': slso implies ''faith in Jesus," but it is more 

clel::.l'ly brou;!,l::.t out in verse 14: 7Tw) o;:~ I 111. h"oc At;';,,.,,., T-<'- £ ?; 

"But how ~1re men to c all upon him in whom they have not 

believed? and how are they to believe in him of whom they 

have never heord 7n • i •o make this clear b eyond doubt, we 

refer to tha preceding VE;,rse, ttFor- everyone who calls upon 

t he n rune of t he Lord shall be saved." The nname of t h e Lord" 

is Christ Hi msel f , Christ in e.11 His attributes. of 

ver" e 1 4 clearly 1•e1'or·s to this Christ Jt,sus, as well as does 

c:--
0 v of the s ame verse. One cannot ha.vo f aith or believe v!ith-

out hoving something t h 2.t one believes. 

And thus it is evident in many passages of Romans that 

when Paul s peak s of f a ith he implies "faith in Jesus". 

Rom.1:16 & 17 speak of' the Gospel as a power for salvation 

"to everyone believing". Tllose "be lieving" are those who 

have f aith in the Gospel message that Ohrist redeemed them. 

'i'hroue h t h is f aith in OP..rist they a.re declared righteous. 

All those who heve faith in Jesus to save them rece ive sal­

vation. Abr aham 's faith (chapter four) also implies faith 

"in J esus n. Aorahem was declared richteous on account of his 

:f'ai th i n God, s pror:iise to send him .a savior· . His faith in 

the pr•omiseci Messiah was llfaith in Jesus". According to 5:1 

"since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 

throuch ou r Lord Josue Christ. t1 It is "faith in our Lord 

Jesus Christ" which has gained for us that peace• We have been 
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assign ed a measur•e of faith (12 :3} and ~hrough our faith 

Wfl are "one b ody in Christ" (12:5). It can only be our faith 

"in Christ II which hes brouc ht us t oget})or in one body. Too 

\-;ben Paul :::. ays 11v1hen we first believed 0 (13:11), he must 

me o.n "when we first c ame to f a1 th in Jesus Chri st" . Through 

f a ith we "pu t on the Lo:t"d Josus Christ." 

So t hen w0 soe t hat when Paul spe aks in Romans of 

sonio one bel i e ving or having f a ith, a chief cha1•acteristio of 

t his faith is t h a t it is 11faith in Jesus". • It is fsith in 

tbe J esus Christ Who is t he centrsl figure of Scripture. 

Paul tells us t hat thz•oueh Him we heve the gr a c e of God. 

Jesu s ho[' redeeme d us through the shedding of' His blood on 

the Cross . B0 died f or us . This set us free from ou r sin . 

He a l Do r o se ue e.in so th.et death no longer has dominiqn over 

Him. He is the Son of God. To believe all th.is and all it 

means to us is 11faith in Jesus 11
• 

I 
"Fa ith in Jesus" is v ery closely connected to t h e s e conq 

choractoristic of f aith--that faith is based on tha tJord. 

Not onlu ,J j_s Jesus the object of feith., but He is also its 

source. \\hen e ver th£; Gospel is spoken o!', it refers to the 

"Good nevisn of Jc-.,sus. so saving .faith is derived from the 

Gospel; it is base d on the word of Goo. ~·1hich gives us the 

message of salvation. 

,, 
l 

\1 

I 
/i 
j I 

P 1 · 11 of this fact and treats it quite thor-e.u 1. 8 we_. aware 

oug· 1 i R T·he 1oc ice1l progression of thought reaching ,n y n • omf.1ns. o ~ 
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its climax in 10 :17 begins in verse 14: »~, 

T°"" 
J c./ 

£~J o/J 

~ ( , 
,ro<,.JT-<5 un1l(ovC--o(v 

~ .. ~ f >r< -< 7 () J )' /''- trrc u. "But how are men to 

call u pon h i M in whom they have not believed? An d how a1•e 

they to bclic~ve in him of whom they· have never heard? And 

hov, are they to hear without a preacher? P.nd how can men 

prea ch unles s they are sent'? As it is written, •How beauti­

ful ar·e th0 feet of those who preach good news l ,. But they 

have n o t a ll hee ded the gospel; for Isaiah says, •Lord, who 

has beli0ved what he has heard fl'om us?' So faith comes fxom 

Vlhat :Ls hea.r•d, ano. what is heard comes by the preaching of 

Chri st. 0 

"Faith comes from what is heard"--this implies that a 

word has been spoken., a message l1as been giva11. To bring out 
,• 

1nore clearly the word to which Paul has reference, we g o back 

to verse eight of this chapter. Ther~ 1n a pa.1,enthetical 

statement Paul anticipates the followinB and eivos a short 

commentary on "what is heard". Here he ssys, "The word is 

near you, on youz· lips and in your heart' (that is., the word 

of faith which we precfoh); because, 11' you confess with your 
"';: 

lips that Jesus is L~l"d and believe in your heart that God 
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raised him from the dead, you will be saved." · On this 

passage Dr . Ar·ndt comments., "Now according to the connection 

t h is must mean: in this word you have Christ. • .Christ ls 

in th0 wor•d offering himself and his righteousness.. • • He 

(the a postle ) s ays ., as it were., '! am speakinc of my Gospel •. •19 

This word pre ache s faith. It i~ the Gospel message the 

subject of which is f uith. It does not demand fulfillment. 

but require s only f aith that we might receive all its benefits. 

In e. number of other epistles Paul sheds more light on 

t hi s 11wo1•d 11
• In Philippians (2:16) he describes the Christians 

"h 1 ' • f . t h d f l ' ( I ,. "' > / } as o c.:i.ng as-c . e wor o i.te l'lo1o~ ~ ... 1f c1r~)"""T~J • 

so tha t i n t h e: day of Christ I may be proud the.t I did n.c,t 

run in v a in or labor in vnin.n Here the word is a 'life­

g1vir1r, word•., a word which contains., and has the power to 

give., eterna l life. I I Cor. 5 :19 : 11God was in Christ re­

conciling the wor l d to himself, not eounting their trespasses 

against t hem., and entrusting to us the word of reconciliation 

( 
\ "' J r ' / .... 1 -) n 1b t th l(•o t94'~eµ~5 E-11 7,r1l'v Tov Ao1 0,-1 171 h'<r,r"'"/'IJ ascr es o e 

word its contents, the r•econciliation which Christ has won 

for us. In I Tim.4:6 Paul uses the term "word of faith" 

though in the plural: "You r,ill be a good deacon of Christ 
,,. ' 

Jesus, i J,) Tl'~ I~£ t,.J OJ To; 5 ;,:; '" r rf J 'l/, o-r (! w 1 /r,c J. 

77J -i'-<tl1) ~J/'o<a-/Y-<.~(or.; r 77-<,P'Jlfo)oJ'tl1r,q"nourished in 

the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have 
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' 

followed." In t his passage Paul speaka or Timothy as 

nourished in--having his mind formed by--the words which have 

as their object faith. 

So for Paul too faith and the word are closely related. 

This is otill more evident in the passage where he states 

the thHme of' his Epistle ~~Romans, 1:16,17: o.; (~f> i.,,_ 
,, ' ., ,. r/ , LJ - -> 

cc I -A' '"~ ~ o( J. 7" O ~ U oc / ( € ~ I O J,J, d u v ~, ) J' 'l u£0 u ctr" r"/ 
.) ,, 

E°/J '7" ' - ,,.. r r"' "" , ~ 0-41,#;:::>~o<µ 7To<1,17" rw 77,r-r~uovri. 4.ov,1°'-1-W .T£ 71Pwrou /Tit'~ ( ~ J ,I. , 

r'c ~ A 7 J.-1 J. • d.t IY°' i. o a-cf v 1 ,~f' ,ho 'iJ !v d.fJr? j ,r o ,.Y,< J u' 71 7' e ro< L ~,tt--

.,, ) / )I I / C \ r_.. .) 
?T"'o-r~....,1 "-J.J 7'Tt..trr.tlJ1 /f'-<C?""J /~/f"<71T"</,' o fc d"'lr'-<'-OJ Eh' Q~o-r~t.v}' 

X { o-&. T-<" · 11 I am not ashamed of the Gospel; for it is the · 

power of God for salvation to eveI'yone who believes, to the 

Jev, first and also to the Greek. · For in it the righteous­

ness of God is revealed from faith for faith; as it is 

written, • He \'Iho i8 righteous from faith shall live. ' 11 

Here w0 have the core of Paul's teaching. Here too we 

he. ve the be al't of his tee.chi ng concerning faith. Paul i s 

proud of t he Gospel. It is God•a Word. It is the means 

whereby He reveals to us the "good ne\'ls" that Jesus has re­

deemed us. It is ·the 0 Bood news" that we do not have to v,ork 

out our own salvation, but can obtain it by putting our 

faith, our trust in this Gospel message. This Gospel is the 

"power of God". This does not refer to God's omnipotence. 

The meanine is that the power of God is working 1n the Gospel. 

The term presupposes that the Gospel oomes from God. It is 

not a mere word or ·power of man. "Das 1st alle Pracht und 



38 

Herrlichkeit dieses Koeniges, dasz er ein ohnmaeehtig, 

vers.cht Wort fuehrt,. de.s vor e.ller Vt'elt verdammt und mit 

Fueszen getr0ten 1st, aber niemand sollte sel1g werden, er 

glaube denn dran und halte es fuer maechtiger denn aller ., 

Welt Kraft. n20 "'rhe power of God (geni t1 VE> or the subject) 

is the Gospel in so far as God works by means of this message 

of salvat ion •. n21 The Go·spel is God• s power of love and grace 

towar ds sinners, wholly Wlm.erited by them. embodied in the 

gift of his only begotten Son, John 3,16. It has well been 

said that love is the strongest power in the world, and God's 

love in Christ Jesus is the greatest love of all. All this 

power of love and grace is found in the Gospe1.22 

The Gospel is the po\1er of God "for salvation". "Power" 

and "salvation" are correlative. u-.u1.,..,/'/« comes from a- .S ~w 

"To s ave , to rescue from danger or destruction. 11 It is a 

"delivei~ance ", a "rescue n. Wa ere in danger of eternal de­

struction beeause of our sin. A power outside ourselves must 

save us. The G9,Spel is that power· which saves us, which 

e.ff'ects salvation. It mediates eternal salvation because 1 t 

reveals the righteousness that avails b6tore God. This sal­

vation is forgiveness, complete life, and eternal bliss. 

20. lllther, ~.cit., p.14, 
21. Meyer, .2.E.•cit:, p.48. 
22. Lenski• 2.E.·•.£!!.•, pp.75-76. 
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All thi~ is 7Toiv ri ri? TJnetfo~t"J "to everyone believing". 

As upower" and "salvation" a.re correlatives, so also "Gospel" 

o.nd "believing "• "The good news o1' t he Gospel kindles f'ai th• 

and notI1i ng outside of this Gospel contributes in the 

slight es t degree to the production of faith. This po.ir of 

correlat;ive s forms a unit: the Gospel which works f a ith is 

the power which s aves the believer. 112S Believing, faith, is 

neces sory for s a lvat:1. on. This faith is a gift of God. It 

is worl-~e d by t he Wo1~d and based on the Gospel message which 

"Jeder Glaubende erhaelt sie (Gottes I~aft). Die 

Botschaf't von Jesus ist die seligmachende Kraft qottes, weil 

Jesus der Reiland ist in Gottes Kraft. Das er+e~t ein jeder, 

der i hm g l au bt. Fehlt uns der Glaube, so bleibt uns das 

Evangelium ein bloszes wort, leer und ohne Kraft, weil wir 

uns <lurch unseren Unglauben von Jesus scbe iden. Wo aber am 

~v angelium Glaube ensteht, da wird er von Ohristus nicht 

beschaemt. Jesus laest keine zuversicht, die aus seinem 

Wort entsteh t und sioh zu ihm hinwendet, unerhoert und 

unerfuellt.1124 

Ver•se 16 told us that it is the Gospe l which brings 
J ,,, 

salvation; ver s e 17 answers .the question how. «. 71 IJ 4'ot,11u1rT& -,-.o 

2 r,1_ v. 
24. 

Lenski, .2.E.•oit., p .. 78.­
Schlatter, £E.•.21l•, p,9. 
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"it is revealedn. "It 1a revealed" means more than "it is 

shovm". For a mere external ·revelat1o~ the Greek usually 

" use s p « .1 i: f o w • But 
) / 

°" 71° "'"'Au.,, rw often means an internal. 

disclosure . Compare Mt.11:25,27. In Paul's writings we 

f i nd a clear example in l Cor.2:9-10: n,what no eye has 

seen, 11.or e ar he ard , nor the heart of man conceived, what 

God h a s p r e par ed for• those who love him, t God has revealed 

t·o us t hrou ) '- t · ci • ·t (' - ' J .,. c LI, '"' "'" f;u .1.le ..,p1rl.. tp'>-JJ {-.J° «71otr-..).u\/,'£v o ve.oJ ' .ttc. rocJ 

7T1,1 C~o< TIJ J ). F'or· tbe Spirit searches everything , even the 

depth s of God ." · The t wo other passages in Romans--beside 

1 :17--v;her-e J.110 Ho1~:.,,.,.w occurs · also bear out the dif!'erence. 

A / ' ~... ) );' , 
o 0 J°5cy<oU ('? OTl c,u.y 9'.'fl"' ;" T~ 1TOl'9?/"ot.Td... 71J'iJ J.,luµ /1'-<JfJ~"J 

'\ ' "'1 1 r ,. J f - , <" __, 71;:,c; T">J"" /e "'"'ovo-<><v tJOfo<t-J ot71olfoc.Av ~1v«1. e'-J 1/"'"'I· 

"I cons i der t ho.t t he suf ferings of thi s present time are not 

1.,orth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to 

us" ( 8: 18 ) • 'fhe glory will not mer ely be shown to us., but 

it will be revealed to us; we shall be made partakers or it. 

And t he cont ext of our present passage also brings out the 

fuller me ani n9 of ;,,_..,,"If-'-), ,f.,,. T"' l :18: 11For the wrath of God 

is reve aled eA 1TO l(«Jt 11 'rE 7 Ill r~ 'fl? leo:7) from heaven against 

all ungodliness and wicke,dness of men who by .their wickedness 

suppress t he t1.,uth." 'I1he wrath of God is not merely "shown" 

to ungodliness; we would rather s oy it was inflicted upon 

ungodllness and wickedness. Thus there is direct action in­

volved in the revelation. And so the Gospel reveals right­

eousness. It might be said to work righteousness. Right-
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eousness is revealed in the Gospel inasmuch as the very 

news brought by the Gospel is what the [uf,(1 d1r,/v7 J;..,J consists 

in and how it is obtained. ~'ho~ver wishes to enter heaven 

must have t h is righteousness. The term f,lf",or,.:,,,,, tho~ will 

receive fuller· treat ment in the following pages, but here 1 t 

must be mentioned that ~coJia not the subjective genitive. 

It is t h e objective genitive, the status of righteousness 

which God has i mputed. 
) ;' ., " 

'fhe Gospel reveals t h is righteousness r:K 11, c--r-, Et J 711 ,ry, t,1 

This phra s e is tre ate d variously by exegetes. sorne of them 

take it with [;.1t•o oo-,.{µ7• However, Jacob says: "This 

righteousne s s is revealed ns coming from fnith unto faith. 

Feith reve a l s , t hen f aith applies what faith has revealed; 

e.ncl in appl ying , still mor•e is revealed. E,'Ve1•ything dopends 

on faith. It is the bee inning, the middle, and the end. 025 

Philippi s ays that the only interpretation is: "the right­

eousness availing before God is revealed as coming from faith 

unto fa:i th. l{/,-7,; is the condition of fur,<, o tr,/µ 7 , even 

as it is the org e.n appropriating fr..,. -c, c "c/ v ~ • In this way 
J 

the import a.nd significance of 1r/ -·rL5 is mcde prominent. Eis 

771.."tr- T'- v , for .t'aith, is thue as to meaning e11 ro'v J 11, rr-rc./ov7"olJ 

3:22; Gal.s:22.rt26 No doubt nr • .Arndt's interpretation 1s 

It Violntee neither the Greek 
as near·ly correct as a.nJ othe1•. ~ 

t t f S 1 ture He writes: "This ex nor the analogy o er P • 

25. 
26. 

Jacob, 2.J2.eC1t., on 1:1?. 
PhilippT; 2[:~it., p.38. 
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righteousne ss has as a modifier the double expr0seion 

'of f'a i t h , f'or f aith.' Paul explains Vlhat kind of a right­

eousness he ls speaki ng of. It is a righteousness on the 

'basis of f aith', 01~ simply a faith-righteousness. We ob­

tain t he r·i ghteousness through faith. The expression: •for 

faith ' expl a ins more fully what kind of s. righteousness it 

is. It is i nt ended for faith. Falth ia to receive it. The 

ex pr e s :;ion i s not super·f luoua. It indicates that faith must 

not be reg o.rde d as s omet h ing in man ·which merits or deserves 

:r•igl1t e ousness . Fa i t h is simply that vrhioh takes or receives 

rie;hteousness. n27 On his f avorite text Luther '!1rites: "Aus 

dem Gl au ben. Hier siehst du, dasz er von dor Gerechtigkeit 

des Glaubens sas t, und dieselbe nennt er die Gerechtigkeit 

Gottes i n Evangelia verkuendigt; sinternal dns Evangelium 

lehrt nicb t s a nders denn: rJer da glaubt, der hat Gnade und 

1st ge1"echt vor· Gott und wird salig. Das g anze Gesetz samt 

o.llen 'i~e r :n:en, obne Cilristus Ii.'Va.ngelium, 1st nur ein Schatten 

und Ze ichen der verborgenen Gerechtiglcei t, nicht der Koerper 

oder rechtes vesen an ihm selbst, welches durch Christi Wort 

offenbaret wird ••• der Glsube macb.t i'romm, heilig , keusch, 

demuethiB, u. dergl. Auf die Zeit (wir glauben) haben wir 

wahrh~ftig die Gere chtigkeit uns von Gott zugerechnet, ~enn 

wir gleuben werden und 11eben und Gott von ganzem Herzen 
. 28 

fuercbten, denn der Gerechte wird leben aus dem Glauben." 

27. Arndt, 2E_•oit., p •. 5. 
28. Luther, 21:•ill.•• p.19. 
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Schlatter' s interpretation is well worth noting h P.re. 

Bo,·iever, we do not ascribe to his inter·pretation of the 

geni·ti ve To v & E.ou nor his interpr.etation of the phrase 
.) / ) / 

c Ir' 7T~ o-r e: w J E:, 5 " .. o-r, v. "Die Ililfe kommt fuer die Glaubenden, 

weil die Gerechtigk0i t Go'cte~ sich ·eu.s Glauben offenbart. 

Durch de n Glauben haben wir Gottes Ge1 .. echtigkei t fuer uns • 
.. \,~~ 

Um aes· Glaubens willen 1st unser. Unrecht erledigt und aur 

unseren Gl auben hin wir·d uns .von Gott Gerectigkeit zuer­

kannt. Diesen Zugang zu Gott h.B.b<:JL·1 wlr alle in derselben 

V.'eise. .J',:i1 jedem Glaubenden wird sich Gott in d0r Herrlich­

kei t seiner Gnacle als den Gex·echten bev,aehren, darum, weil 

er ihm Glauben erwei st. • • • • Gott offenbart aber seine 

Gerechtigkeit nicht blosz aus Glauben, sondern e.uch zum 

Glauben, dazu, damit wlr glauben, zun1 Glauben erweckt und im 

Glauben erhalte n seien •••• W6il uns Gott zwn Glauben er­

wecken will, dazu sendet er uns die Botsche.ft Jesu un<i zeigt 

una durch sie seine Gerechtigkeit uns zum Heil. Eben dazu, 

demit ich rnich zum Gleuben b&~1egen lasse, 1st sie t'uer mich 

de.. so 1st sie ganz und gar ein Glaubensgut sowohl nach ih­

~er ~urzel als nach ihrer Frucht. Um seinetwillen w1rd sie 

fuer uns offenbar. Ihn erhoert und ~.roent sie, lhn sucht und 

vlirkt sle in uns. sov,ie wir vom Glauben abtreten, haben wir 

Gottes Gereohtigkeit wider uns. Soll sie unsre Hilt'e sein, 

eo muessen wir glauben, nichts ~ls glauben. Sie 1st .fuer uns 

da, weil wir glauben und damit wir glauben."29 

29. Schlatter, .2£•ill.•• pp.10-u. 


