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forgiven in heaven. Once grace is lost through sin another rite

of Rome is absolutely esseatisl to restore tne lost grace. o Ho
mortal sin committed af'ter baptism can be forgiven except through

the institution called Penance. Penance is the rite which one employs
to obtain forgiveness of mortal sin after baptism. Take notice -
Penance only remits ths eternal guilt and punishment of sin, the
Lemporal pwnishment due to sin remains. One must meke satisfaction
for'the temporal punishment due sin. Constant use of the Eucharist
gives man the grace 5o persevere and strive toward th: goal. The
Eucharist is very nececsary, since with baptism and confirmation alom
"man would therefore prove himself too weak to persevere in the super—
natural life of grace." 64 For a wvalid marriage botwsen Cathollc lay
people the prieat must be a wiiness. 65 For thes celibate clargy, the
imposition of hands is necessary to impart the character fequired for
the performance of the sacraments. Finally, when in dunger of deathy
the devout Catholic will want the assurance that he bas done all he
cen for his soul's welfare, "but once more this assurance czanoi be
hed except through en institution desigaed by God for that purpose.™ 66
In theory, Rome insists on the nacessity of constaantly using the sac-
raments end the services of the priesthood; hence, men are fettered
to the church of they accept the Catholic sacramentary teachingse

63. The Rev. Joseph dacobsy A.Bey OD. cltey Pe 176.

64 mgo. De 1.

65. -‘m Ve

66. The Rev, Joseph Jacobsy A.Bes OPe Gites Ps 135-0s The propugmdl
cen be made terrifying,too. Compare the description of the agomy of
& dying soul on the pages cited above.




Ho matter how the teachings of the Catholic Church are pre-
Sented, this dictum is always sppended in large prints "The
administration of the sacraments was entrusted to the Church to
which Christ gave complete jurisdiction over the deposit of
divine truth and over the means of satisfaction.® 57 Rome has
not changed — her teachings remain the same.

Proof from Actual Practice

The binding force of the papal system can be demonstrated,
as to its practical effect on the practicing Catholic, in other
respects. By probing the various factors in the system we can
show that the papists use the sacraments as shackles.

In the doctrine of baptism, Rome has changed the biblical
teachings— He that beliesveth and is baptized shall be savedj bub
he that believeth not shall be damed. * The Romanists contends
He that is not baptized shall be demned. Baptism is made absolutely
essential for salvation. 69 Faith in the promise of the remission
of sins for Yesus' sake does not save. Baptism is the absolute
requirement, Catholic doctors and nurses are wnder instructions
to carefully examine the matter after a miscarriage and baptize
the fetus by emersion regardless of the stage of its development.
The wmfortunate parents of a dead wmbaptised child are promised, on
the basis of scholastic reasoning, that their child is not in hell

67. Tb Reve Je O'MBD’ Ph.D.. op. mtg Pe 151.
68. NMark 14:14.
69« The Rev. J. Waterworth, op. cit., Session VII, Canon V.
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but in the limbus infantum where they are enjoying a happy normal 1i8,
being merely deprived of the beatific vision of Gode

Mnother innovation, the ex opere operato dootrine, -~ kesps men
under pepal domination. This invention of the Romanists holds men to
the Church by removing the objective promise attached to the sacramente
The sacraments ere said to work their effect by the mere performence
of the act, independently of the merits of the recipient. '> The only
things that can prevent the valid working of the rite is the lack of ai
Intention on the part of the priest to perform the act or the malicious,
conscious rejection of the rite by ths recipient. B Anyone without the
use of reason camnnot resist. This is the perversion which makes faith
én unnecessary concomitant. By virtue of the doctrine' the papists can
claim an efficacious power for extreme unction as they recite the nee
essary formula and apply the essential oil to the limp, cold body of
an electrocuted convict, It is evident that the criminal will not place
an obex in the way of the sacrament! 4

A Christien can always cling to the promise of Christ that his sins
Were all washed away in baptism. Not so the consistent Catholic lay-
man} He has no word of promise. When in despair the Catholic must
rauortto'bhepriestwhnalonemnbsolvahhoftha guilt and the

. Cf. Appendix I.

7., The Rav. J. "ﬂtamh’ ODe ﬂ., Sesaion m' Canon viii.

TRe Pohle-Pre‘uss, Ope _G_Lt_., Vol. I’ Pe 122.

73. The Rev, Joseph Jacobs, A.Bey Op. mog Pe 4l.

74« The dead person must be presumed to have had a previous intentim.
The claim is made that the soul hovers over the body. Hence, within
four hours after deadh the rite ‘can be performed.




eternal pumishment of sin.

Through the perversion of the Eucharistic doctrine, a strong incent-
ive 1s provided for at least deily visits to the parish church. The
doctrine of transubstantiation provides the papists with a "sacramental
God™ who is alweys present on t!;e alfar. The people are enjoined to
visit Ohrist several times daily, for He can help them as they bow down
to adore Him, s

The sacerdotal inventions of the papacy also bring with them several
claims to tie men to the papal domein.

The first of these is the doctrine of the Windelible character® of
ordination, = The teaching of Rome states that through the imposition
of the bishop's hands and the spoken formula ss indelible character is
imprinted upon the soul of the recipient. This character makes it pos-
sible for the priest to change bread and wine into ths body and blood of
Christ =nd to perform validly the rites of the church. The implication
of such assertions are quite evident. With the exception of baptism
and merriage, which do not require a.priest as minister, i no sacrament
1s valid without the services of a priest. In Penance the forgiveness
of sins is made to depend on the good services qf a ment In all of the
Sacraments, the infusion of grace so necessary for msritorious action
is made to depend entirely on priestly mediation.

By virtue of the rite of ordination, the priest is also placed on
& different level of society. If a cleric is accused of crime he has

78
the right to be tried in an ecclesiastical, rather than a civil court.

75« The Rev. Joseph Jacobs, A.Bes OD« Citey Pe 110,
. 76+ Pohle-Preuss, op. citey, p. 90. Vol. I.

77 See Appendix I and V.
78e The gv. Francis J. Connell, 0.SS.R., Shepherds of Christ's Flock,

Pe 18, "0f course, in a non-Catholic country U5 PrIVIISES WoUId Mot —
be acknowledged.®
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The head of state in Yugoslavia is, at present, under "minor excom-
mmication" for this reason. The news dispatch annowncing the ex~
conmmnicetion of Marshal Tito stateds

UAccording to church law, members of the

clergy and especially bishops are ‘exony~-

erated from judgment of any kind in

civilisn btribunals unless the Vatican

grants permission that thsy be placed on

trial," the source explained. "This was

not the case of the primate of Croatia,

Stepinac, who was arbitrarily arrested

and placed on trial at Zagreb.®

"For the time being he is no longer con=

9ildered s member of the Catholic church,

will no longer be granted the holy sacra-

ments and is banned from all church func-

tions,® the Vatican source said. 79
It 1s evident that the papists do not wish their clerics bowmd by any
lay civil governments. The clergy is never to be dependent on any in=
stitution but the church, gty

Another of the ties that bind is the fiction of papal juris-

dictions The general assertion is that for the valid exercise of the
rites of the church the permission of the pope is absolutely necessarye
Thus, a priest, in possession of the indelible character, but lacking
Papal permission, cannot forgive sins validly. Again, all Anglican
Church rites, save baptism and marrisge, are declared null and void.
The Anglican Church claims to trace the line of succession directly to
the apostles, but the pope asserts that the Episcopal Church of England
lacks jurisdiction. %0 the mixtesath century bishops of the Anglican

Church, in addition, did not have the intention of imparting the Holy

79« Cfs Post Dispatch of St. Louis, Missouriy October 7, 1946, United
Press Dispatch. : ‘ 3 .

80. Because the pope has mot spoken "it is belisved® that the Orientls
Church can validly administer sacraments; "it is believed®™ that the pope
grants them Jurisdiction. It's not official and sure.




Orders in the Christian sensej hence, Anglican priests do not have
the necessary character. All English sacramental rites, save baptism
and marrisge, are made a mockery. 81

The claims of the Romanists as to the extent of this jurisdietion:
are unbcmm!ed?‘2 The wvalid administration of baptism bestows a character
on the souls of men. The chargoter of baptism automatically places one
under the jurisdiction of Holy Hother Church. This pronouncement of
Rome has far reaching practical effects — especially for people living
in the state of marriage or a state of divorces 83

Tho papists assert that any marriage in which baptised persons
participate is sacramental whother the participators realize it or
not. Hence, the jurisdiction of the pope and church is in effect.
This makes Rome the sole julicial authority in matters pertaining
to the marital estate. The Church alane — not the civil magistrates -
18 empovered to render declsions concerning the validity of dis-
solution of the marital tie. 54

According to the Catholic Church's pronouncements, any baptiszed
person — Catholic or Protestant - emjoying the conjugal estate under °
the following conditions is living in mortal sin (subject to eternal
damnation) and Zp.-oss adultery. . ‘

1. Any male who contracted his marriage under sixteen
years of age.

2, Any female who contracted marriage under fourteen
years of age.

8l. The Rev. F. Connell, 0.SS«RB., Shepherds of Christ's Flock, Ps 20e
82. The pope exercises the right of jurisdiction by withholding from
the lower clergy the right to absolve from certain sins, e.ge abortion,

ille marriage. - !
83.g';:1|:'s ReVe Fe Connell, 0.SS.R.y; NMarriage — Human Or Divine 2, pe 25.
84. Ibid.. Ps 27»
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6.

e

A member of the Latin rite with the character
imparted by Holy Orders.

L merried person,who committed adultery, married to
tha person with whom he had extra-marital relations.
This holds true even after the death of the lawful
bartner.

A person merried to a member of the direct line of
his deed spouse.

Any person married to his baptismal godfather, god=—
mother, or the person who baptized him or here

Any person praviously diverced.

The Church's legislation concerning divorce also applies to all
baptized persons. The blanket rules are few, but extensive,

1.

2.

3.

be

5.

6.

There caa be no divorce between two baptized personse
The Church recognizes one exception to this rule, -
The Catholic Church grants a divorce in a case whers
the Pauline privilege can be invoked. Paul allowed the
spouse of an wumbelisver who hinders his or her spiritusl
wolfare to leave the umbeliever. The Catholic Church
can and does grant a divorce wder such conditions.

The Catholic Church alone can grant such a divorce.
The services of the civil magistrate are not recog-
nized.

While Rome states that there can be no divorce, the
Catholic Church does severe or nullify marriages.
This is done by declaring that no real wvalid marriage

ever took place,

The Church severes a marriage between two baptised persons

or a baptized and an unbaptized person provided it has
never been consumeated.

The Church can dissolve a marrisge betwesn a baptised and
an unbaptized person even afterithe marriage has beemn

consummated.

The Church can sever the merital tie betwesen two persons
married before thelir baptism. 85

85, See Appendix Y.
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This essertion of jurisdiction poses no real question for persons
"ho steadfastly refuse to recognize the Romen Catholic Church's authore
1%y. Howewer, 1t places & zood many snares and doubts in the comsciences
of some who embrace Catholicism after marriage, Points four and five
(above) present en especinlly delicate problem. Many times converts
are in doubt as %o the validity of their non-Catholic baptism - as is
evident by Rome's practice of conditional baptism. Rome admits that
ot even the Catholic Church can, through legislation, dissolve e
valid merriage betwoen baptized persons. A divorced person enhr!.ng
the Catholic fold, wncertain of the validity of a baptism administered
before his firat ! marrisge, will be ever in doubt as to his relation
to his second wife or husbend. Not even the pope czn alter the divine
law of no divorce for baptized persons. How will such a person attain
the surety that he is not living in gross adultery and mortsl sin ?
Should he remein with his partner, or should be separate ? Who
answer these questions that bind consclence ?

This church legislation also poses & serious question for the
Bon-Catholic living in the conjugal state with a Cetholic party. The
Catholic party is bound by law to obtein the permission of the Church
prior to merriage. Before the consent is given, the nom-@atholic
mist sign a contract binding his conscience to the observance of Rome's
laws concerning marriage and divorce. Hence, the non-Cztholic party
can never divorce and remarry during the life time of his Catholic
partner, even though there might be legitimete grounds for so do.lng.s
The Catholic party is similarly bound. Should the non-Catholic, on

6

86. Adultery and.malicious degertion.
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the advice of a Protestant clergymsn, obtain a divorce for a valid
reason, his Catholic partner would not be ge:r.!.ttqd to remarry.

There are other practical implications. Rome may; sever be able
to bind men to the Gatholic Church throuzh her marriage and canon law,
but, mfortumately, in Catholiec comtries, she can bind the consciences
of non-Catholic Christians. If Rome only voiced her assertion, the
effocts womld not be oo disastrous, but in predominantly Catholic
comiries tha eivil marriage laws and divorce laws reflect the canon
lew of Roms. TIn Itely and France, for instance, divorce 1s wobtain-
eble even for legitimate reasons. Thorez, the Commmist leader in
France, gives us an example of the practice that is resorted tos The
Puris papsrs recently reported the birth of his child by a mistress.
His wifa cammot oﬁbs.in a divorece for adultery. FEven though Rome can-
not always tie men to the visible church of the pope, she neverthe—
less uses her sacramental system to trouble consciences of innocent
men,

Then, too, Rome uses the institution of marriage to gain con-
verts for the Catholic Church. Since 1908 every Catholie must have
his merrisge witnessed by e priest, even though his or her partuer,
may be a non-Catholic. If this requirement is not fulfilled the mar-
riage is declered null and void. The most pernicious practice in
this comnection - long practiced by the Church — is the requirement
that all children of a wnion contracted before a priest be brought
up in the Roman Cetholic faithe This is required even if one of the
perties is non-Catholic. In the case of a mixed marriage the non-
Catholic party is required to sign a contrect pledging to fulfill all




the stipulations mentioned ebove, 27

Rome has not chamged. The waapons of the Dark Ages are still
Potentially present. Thenks to Hartin Luther, the effectiveness is
not as wide sorend ns in Pormer days.

Bs Tho Sacramentalism of the Romanists leads to
Doubt or Carnasl Security.

The theology of the pepists lsates men groping in uncertainty.
Roms not only bublicly proclaims, ®Hobody is infallibly certain and
Sure of selvation,” = and pronounces anathemas on all who teach
otherwise, “? The paplsts also render certainty impossible by the
invented doctrines they have imposed on the sscramentary systeme

The most vicious inventions are the ox opers operato teachings
(treated in the preceeding section) and the doctrine of intenticne

If the doctrine of intention is taken seriously, the confusion
and doubt it causes will be endless. The Comcil of Trent teaches that -
for the valid adminietration of the sacraments the minister must have
the intention of doing at least what the Catholic Church does — the
will must be operative. The Romanists have classified those incap-
able of having = right intentions ome who is demented, drunk, asleep,
or in a stupor that pre-vahts a rationzl act, one who goes through
ell the forms of the external cer-emlv in mockery, mimicry, or in play
18 not acting as a rationsl minister. i Children who have not the

87. Fa E. Mayor, To Sign .93!22.*9...&1%;
88, Algermissen, Honrad, o o cht., P. a
89. ThgeRev. J.’hterwoz’-ti% op. g',g., §ession VI, Chapter 9, Canon xvi.

90, %I_i;g. Session VII, Canon xi.
9. lhe Catholie msﬂg, Vol. 13, p. 303.
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full use of reason are incapeble of administering a sacrament.
learned theologian Bellarmine states point blanks "No one can be cer-
tain, with the certainty of faith, that he has received a trus sacra-
ment, since no sacrament is performed with out the intention of the
minister, and no one can see the intention of another." 93 Pretty
conclusive evidence that salvation in the Roman Catholic Church is wm~
certain} '

Let us see how this works out in practice. Baptism is absolutely
and unconditionally necessary for salvation. HNo one can be sure that
the person who baptized him had the right intention. If you are not
baptized none of the other sacraments can be made to work efficaciously
in your behalrt

Again, if one commits mortel sin after baptism only the absolution
at the hands of a priest can remove the eternal guilt of my sin. Even
1f I go to a certain pious priest and put my trust in him there is no
certainty, How am I to know whether or not my sins are wvalidly for-
given ? The priest may have the proper intention — in fact he may
take anoathtothaﬂeffpet-bubhnwmmbe sure that the priest
has the true indelible character and is capable of performing a valid
act ? The bishop who consecrated the bishop who laid his hands upon
this pious priest may not have had the intention of imparting Holy Orders
in the Christian aa;lse. Perhaps the minister who baptized the priest P
who i3 absolving my sins had no intention of baptizing him. In that [
case, the bishop could not impart the indelible character of Holy Orders

92, Pohle-Preuss, op. cit., Vol. I, Pe 162, The age of reason is said
to be seven years of age.
93« Ballarmine's \lm'kl, Vol. I Pe 488,




= WEEETTTTT

on our priest even if he had the intention of doing so, for a valid
baptism is necessary before any of the other sacraments take effect.

If I em a practicing Catholic and daily receive Penance and the
Eucharist and bow down before the "sacramental God,® I am uncertain
that the priest has the intention of absolving me from sin, that I have
the requisite character to receive the absolution, yes, I even have my
doubts as to whether the "Eucharistic God™ is not a mere piece of bread.
Who knows whether the priest has the character necessary -to make a
sacremental God ? Rome answerss "No onel®

This has far rcaching consequences in yet another way. If I am
living in ‘the marital state, my partuner was the minister at my msrriage.
Did my apouse really have the intention of marrying me ? If he was
going through a mockery, was intoxicated, or not in possession of the
full uss of reason, I em living in sdultery. And Dr. Bellarmine sssures
one and alls ",..no ons can see the intention of another.®

Historically, it is objectively impossible to prove that any
certain person lacked the intention ~ although the popes maintain
that the sixteenth century English bishops lacked the intention to
confer Holy Orders. However, history provides emcugh evidence to
knock ony attituds of cocksure certitude out of a Catholic layman's
mind. Luther's description of the mockery practiced by the priests
at Rome is only one example of the evidence that can be adduced. Then,
too, we have such examples as the case of Giovanni de Medici who became
an abbot at tbagoofm%ﬁthtbm&tbm,sm
IV. Did Giovanni, who became "the cardinal boy® at the age of thir-
teen, have the full use of reason necessary for a proper intention ?

9%+ Seven is said to be the age of reason.

TN




No ome can say for a certainty, but it is a rather precarious position
%o hold that your soul's salvation may depend on the intention of some
thirteen year old child way back in the Dark Ages.

The only argument the Romanists produce to dissolve this dark
cloud is stated thus: "He have a perfect trust in God's general

providence, and a perfect confidence in the church's extrems watch-

- fulness with regard to the administration of the sacraments, that frees
Us from all worry in the metter.® > But the doubt remains

Another shadow is cast by the meny forms that are required.

The matter of Extreme Unction is oil. To work efficaciously the Romem—
ists require that the oil must be that blessed and set aside on Holy
Thursday by the Bishop. The matter in Penance is contrition and con-
fession, % liatter axid form are necessary to constitute & valid sacra-
ment, When is the matter present in Penance ? To be a true matter it
1s necessary for the person to confess every mortal sin. % Yot only
is the kind of sin required to be named, but the penitent must en-
Numerate each occasion when the offense was committed. In additionm,
the circumstances which might effect the nature of the sin must be
stated so that the correct smount of pmishment dus the sin may be
known. The priest mmst know these facts to prescribe the proper sat-
isfactions. For example, it is a sin against the fifth commandment to
beat a person, but if a son beats his father, a sin against the fourth
commandment is also committed. All such details must be stated else

95. Father Conway, The Question Bax, p 237
96, Satisfaction is not a necessary part of Penance.
97. The Rev. J. Waterworth, gp. ait., Session XIV, Chapter 5, Canon vii.




