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Service correspond in most instances to those of the Ro.man 

Mass. This i s due to the common source. Luther in his 

practice did not break wi ·tii the Ronan use unJ.ess he had a 

definite r0ason or purpose to do so. In so far as some­

t hing contributed to the worship of the se:evice, and as 

long as i·t did not involve some false notion or conception, 

he .mede use of it. Consequently in 1525, he wrote: 

. In the fir st ~lace, we approve ~nd preserve 
t he introits for the Lord's Day and·for the 
Festiva,ls of Christ, such ss Easter, Pentecost, 
Nativity, although \·;e prefer the Psalms from 
,·rhich they were taken as of . old; but nov1 1.·ie 
agree to the received usageo Bu·t if any desire 
to e pprove the i ntroits 1'?or the 1\postles' Days, 
for t he Feust of the Virgin and of other saints, 
'\7e do not condemn this, if they had been chosen 
from Psalms and other scripures. ~e, of 
·:=-~i ttenberg , see le to oe.lebrate on Lord's Days 
and on FestivalG of ""Ghe Lord, abrogating complete­
ly the festivals of all the saints; or if there 
is anything worthy in ·them we think they should 
be r eferred to in the Lord's Day preE1chingo we 
regard the Festicals of ·the Purification and of 
the .Annunciation as Fe9tivals of Christ, like the 
2pipha11y and the Circumcision. In tile place of 
t he Festivals of Sto Stephen and of st. John, the 
Evangelist, it pleases us to use the office of 
Nativity. Let the Festivals of the Holy Cross be 
anathema. Let others act according to their own 
consciences, or according to the infirmiiy of 
others, whatever the Spirit may suggest.· 

The Comm.on Service of the Lutheran Church embodies the 

propers o~ a particular Sunday so that the same theme may 

be carried through t he entire service. Dr. Polaolt harmon­

izes the propers for the second Su..~day after Trinity in the 

6. ?.iartin L1.rther, "Formula Missae et Comm.Wlionisn, in 
Y!orks .2.f. Martin Luther, Holman edition, VI, 86-87. 



following words: 

The Introit for the Second Sunday after 
rrrini ty, in the~e words, directs attention 
to the theme of the day. The Christian•s 
love of God underlies all he does.. In the 
Gospel, the Parable of' the Great Supper, 
the Christian is given the duty to extend 
the Lord 's invitation: ncome, for all 
t h ings are nmv ready in Our love to God 
must shov1 i·liself in love to man. T'.aere is 
no hi gher express ion of this love than the 
effort to win sou.ls. In t he Epistle the 
same c.1'uty is emphasized even more strongly• 
i\ s God shm•;ed Hi s love by laying dovm His 
life for us, "v1e ought to lay do\•r.£1 our lives 
for the brethren." In the Collect we pray 
'that our constant attitude toVTard God may 
be t o fea.r, tha t is,. to

7
shmv Rim reverence, 

and love His holy name. 
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lifter ·the Introit, the priest ·with joined hands re­

cites the K:yrie • . One will notice that t he Kyrie is not 

Latin. Most of the l anguage in the ~Iass is Latin, but 

one will a lso find a fe,·1 words of two other languages, 

Greek and Hebrew. All three of these languages are dead 

l anguages because they are rarely used. One reason stated 

by t lle Romanists for the use of dead languaces is this: 

Just as Latin, ·Greek, and Hebrew are little 
spoken, so to say, it may easily happen that 
in ages to come English, Fr ench, and Garman 
!nc.:: beqome ndead l anguages" and others rise up 
in :nev! civilizations to take t heir place. Yet 
the Mas s.: will p,o on and Latin, Greek, and 
iie D~ew vdll be · in the Mass even till the end 
t:cne. · Chris·t promised to protect His Church 
through all t he age~ , and the Mass vrill never 

7 .. 1.-; 0 a. Polack,. nI will Love 1l1hee, o Lord, rcy strensth," 
~ Lu·theran ·;:itness, LXVI (June 3, 1947), 175. 
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be abandoned while men inhabit the earth.a 

Hov;,ever, other reasons are also offered. Latin be­

came the l angu.age of the t1estern world as it became 

Romanized . Since Rome was ·i.;he see of .. Peter and the prayers 

and se rvice s of t he Church viere rendered in Latin, the 

Homan Church today has maintained the use of t he Latin 

l anguage in -t,he:tr services. It is also used today because 
r 

t he Roman Church f ears t hat a new language might not catoh 

ana. hold the true meaning of' the Mass. IIm.•10ver, this 

r eason seems to be somewhat \'.78alc. In the seventeenth 

century t he missionaries in ' China a ppealed to Rome for 

permi ssion to say the 1.Ia.ss in the native language. The 

peopl e r ound Lati n to be extremely difficult since it vres 

utter ly unl i ke t he'ir ovm in structure. They v,;ei .. e given 

per mission to us e the old classical Chinese, which is a 

dead l anguage.9 The question, however,. mi ght be raised, 

Doesn't this endanger the true meaning of the Mass? 

A Religious {sic) of the s acred_ Heart answers the 

que r;tion in a different was a s to why the three l anguages 

of Latin . Greek, and Hebrew are used in the Masso He says 

t he y are used " be cause the title of the Cross was YJri tten 

in t hese three languages.on 10 

I n t he Conm1on Serviqe ·(;he language employed is that 

a. Dunney~ .2It• cit., Po 35. 
9. op. cit •• p.~. 
10.A" Catechism or the Liturgy, p .. 9. - --



o:r the peopleo Luther ln 1523 hod not as yet made the 

chene;e :ln "the laneuaee; hov:ever, he rr.akes an allusion 
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to the f a c·t t ha·t h0 would lil:e to see the Mass cele­

brated in the vernacular. For he writes: 0 If it shall 

come to pass in the future that 1Iass shall be cele'bra·l:ied 

in the vernacular (which may Christ grant!), attention 

must be given so that Epistles and Gospels, chosen from 

the best and more weighty parts of these r,ritings, be 

read in the Mass 0 nll 

Luther at this time also des'ired to con·tinue having 

daily 1'!.G.tins and Vespers, Eis id.ea ,·ms to have the people 

partici~ate actively in these services. In so doing the 

people would become acquainted with and fluent in Latin 

and Holy Scriptur~s. 

In 1526, Luther V'1I'i tes this: 

For I would in no wise banish the Latin 
tongue from t he Service, f or the youth is 
my chiefes t concern •. If I could bring it 
to nass ancl Greek and He bre,·, were as fam:llia1 .. 
to us as the Latin, and offered as ·muoh good 
music and song , v1e ·would hold Mass, sing and 
read on successive SU11days in all four lang­
ucges, Ge1'111Sn, Latin, Greek and Rebrewo 

I am not; at all in sympathy 1·.ri th those who 
cling to one lanGuage •••• It is proper 'that · 
the youth should be trained in many languages, 
for ,;.rho kn01"Ts hm·, Ood may use them in time to 

12 · come. . 

Frmn this we can see that Luther did not insist upon 

one specific language. He was interes ted in the heart 

11. Martin · Luther, ·nFormula Mis~me et. Communionis", in 
~·.'orks of l.iartin Luther, Holm:3n edition, VI, 87. 

1.70-Martin Luther, "The German Mass and Order of servioe11 , 

in ~·1orks <?.f. Martin Lu·l:iher, Holman edition, VI, 172. 
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element, that t he people should realize and understand 

,.,hat v;as being said and ·wha t th~y themselves t1ere saying •. 

In the Cont~on Service. therefore, the vernacular of the 

-people i s ·use<.lo Thus th<;, people are able to worship their 

God throughout the serviceo 

The Com.i:1on Service continues with the Kyrie which is 

said but three timeso Luther in 1523 still used the Kyrie 

nine times, as \\-as the customo Fo~ he says, l!In ~he second 

:place, we accopt .Kyrie Eleison as it has been used oustom­

arily.1t13 Later, however, :i.n 152·5 he v:rote: nThen follovJs 

the Kyrie Eleison in the .same Tone, three times and not 

nine tim0s vn14 

8 01r1.e find in the ·!;hreefold Kyrie an allusion to the 

Trinity. It i s no doubt for thes e two reasons that the 

Kyrie is used three t imes in the Common Service. 

The Roman r~fass continues with the Gloria !B. Excelsis. 

Rowever, ln .Advent and from Se:ptuagesima Su..11day to Easter 

Eve it is omitted because this i s the penitential season. 

This rule 5.s not an absolu·te one, since on certain feast 

da::rs ,. -rlhicl1 take procedence over the regular Sunday • it 

i s or.tj. tte(l during these t v10 seasons. 

The Gloria in Excelsis is used throus hout the entire -
13. Wartln Luther, f' J!"ormula Missa.0 et Communionis," in 

\,iorks : of' Martin Luther I Holman edition, VI 1 87. 
l4."11artin Luther, "The Ger1uon .Mas·s and Order of service", 

in ':'forks S!f.. Martin Luther, Holman edition, VI, 17~. 
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Church Year in the Lutheran Common Service. Luther states 

tha·c; nits 1..1.~;e ro s"t,s on the judgment of the bishop-, or how 

often he desires its omission. 1115 Neverthel ess ,. ·there a re 

some ,·;ho feel t hat another Canticle or Hymn of Praise 

s:.1ould be sunB , exce:pt;, however., on Festivnls and when 

there is a Com.intu1ion. 

/;fter ldssing the a l tar the priest says ·'tjhe salutation. 

The Sa l ut ation is us ed eight times in ·Ghe Mass and is used 

v1henever a nev- part be61ns. He says th:1.s ,:because so long 

as you are in a s·tete of grace you are really a part of our 

Lord.. That is what is called the Mystical Body, Our Lord 

is the head, -::·'!e a re the members.ul6 

Follo'l:ine; the Salutation is the Oollec·t. In the noman 

Mass :i:i; i s impossible to determine the number of Collects 

t o be used. They have added many Collects and in their 

services they alv1ays us e m1 odd number. Various mystic 

reasons. are gi ven for the nvmbers three, five, and seven. 

As a general principle, they say, that God loves an odd 

number.. But on great feasts the old rule ot one Collect, 

is used. .C\s the noman Church has increased :ln the number 

of their saints and feGtival days, Collect.shave also in­

creased i n number. Fortescue has an :J.nteres·ting paragraph 

concerning the Collects whioh they hni7'8 added compared to 

15. trartin Luther, nFormulo Uissae et Commu~ionis", in 
1~1orks. of lia!"tin Luther,· IIol..rnon edition, Vl, 87. 

l6 • -n'unney, O'Po ill•, P• 45 o 
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nt t . .:a point .. Eos"i., of thece oorroopond ·i;o t.b:o 0-ollect s 

t:10 third pls.ce , tho orat i o {pr ayer), or Colleot ,·1Uicll 
' . 

,:ollorts :1 if it :1.:-J ;.1io~.w, (m1t1 tl,o~o C;;>!.)'Ji .!.:t0d for ti,e Lo1:d's 
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Da ys us ually ar0 ); should be preserved in its accustomed 

use; but, there shoulcl be but o:ne. 0 18 

The Ro!?la:n Hass oo:ntinu0s ,tl th the E1)istle., Someti:m.es 

· it i s -ta}:en from t.he Ol d Test anent , but gene:::-aJ.ly fro:r.>. the 

Nev,, Te,.·t;::iment; e specially f'1"om s t .. :Paul's Epistle and 

accesionall::{ from St. Peter's, or one of t,he other Apostles. 

'11he Epis ·i:;J.e is conoluded ".'Jith the Res1Jonse , 11Thanks be to 

God.n19 

'rhe Epi s tle follm·1s -t;he Collect also in the Lutheran 

Common Service. To Luther~ the Epistles and Gospels afforded 

some di f f iculty. Al ·though he favored their contint1ance. 
I 

he deemed it necessary that they be read in a language which 

was unders t ood by the common :people. However, he thought 

there should. be some revision as to their selections. He 

wonted "the s~.;res s to be laid on faith ins tead of good r1orks, 

as he pointn out in hi s Formula Missae: 

J\f·ter this the Epistle lessono Certa inly 
the time has no·c . ye·t come to attempt revision 
here, as nothing ungodly·is read. But some­
t hing Bearus to be needed, since t hose parts 
of the 3pistles of Paµl ~n which faith is 
t nuglrc a re r arely rec1d, but most f'requen-ljly 
those parts dealing v1i th morals and exhorta­
·tions. 1'Jh:lle t he origina i;or of the ::::9i s tles 
aeems to have been a singularly u.~learnod 
and s\.rperst;i tious f'riend · of wo!'ks, the office 
required the rather that, foT ·the greater 
part, those sections in ,1nich f a ith in Christ 
is taught; be appointed.. .This certainly may 

. 18. Martin Luther,. nForJ1t1la Mi~sae et Communionis", in 
Works .o:r Eartin Lu·ther, Holman .edition., -VI. 87. 

IV.ordinary of tli'e ~. p •. 10. 



be seen more fr~quent1y ln the Gosp0ls, 
whoever has be0n the oric:!.nator of those 
l es Dons v tlUt in the meantir1e vernacula~ 
prea ching will supply ·this lack. Ii' i-'G 
shall coir..e to pass in t;he. future that; r.ie.3s 
shall be celebrated in ·the vernao~lar 
(which rnay Chr:it~t grantJ) ,,. attention n us·!; 
be g iven so that Epistles and Gos~els, 
chos en from the best and more v.reighty parts 
of ·chese writine;s, be read in the Mass.20 

20 

1\lthough there arc v~rious lessons '£01 .. the Churoh 

Year, ·i:.hose v,'hich are still employed in the Lu-'Gheran Common 

n~rvice Bre those v.rhich 'VJere in use in Germany in the pre­

Ref ormat i on missals~ Thus the Epistles and Gospels of the 
"" Roman !il~ss and the Cornra.011 Service are almost identical. 

Follot1i ng the Epistle in the Ronan Mass is the Gradual 
I 

'!!Ji th its ver::dcle, t '!O alleluias, .and another verse, vii th 

an alleluia . A Tract and Sequence are read according to 

the time. 

Before t he Gos-pel, the priest reads t he f ollowins 

prayers: 

Cleanse my heax»t l:lnd my lips. 0 Almighty 
God , f-!ho didst cleanse the lips of the prophet; 
Isaias with a burning coal:; and vouchsafe, 
"through Thy gracious mercy, so to purify :me 
that I may y1orth!ly proolaim Thy holy Gospelo 
Th:::•ouBh C!n•is t 01..1.:r Lord. f,m.eno Pray• Lord a 
blessing. 

J.iiay the Lord be in my heart and on ~ ' .lips,. 
that I may wor&l1i"ly and fitly announce His 
G . J ,,.,.. i:.;J: ospe .• ,-1.uten. 

20. 11artin Luther, " Fornmla .Missae et Communionistr, in 
': orks of Martin Luther, Holman ecli tion, VI, 87. 

2f.-0-rdinari of tne ·Mass , Po 11 • ......,.....;;; ____ _.., .__. --
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Following these prayers is once again the Salutation 

tosether. tJi th its response. The announcement of the 

Gospe l then follows, to \':hich is given the res ponse, "Glory 

be to 'l'hee, O Lord. n 22 Fol10,:1ing the r ooding of the Gospel• 

and after kiss i ng t he book, the pries t s a ys in a lO\'J voice: 

"By t he words of t he Gospel may our sins be blotted out."23 

'fhe r e s ponse, npr a i s e be to Thee, O Christ, 0 24 follows • 

.At this po:i.nt the Roman Mass a sermon may be prea ched, 

after v1hich 1'ollm·1s the Nicene Creed. 

In the Common Service the Gradual follows the Epistle. 

The Gradua ls a re so arranged tha t during the peniter.1.tial 

seasons, t he Hallelujahs a r e omitted. In place of the 

Ha lle lujah, a Tract is used. The Sequence has been .omitted 

in t he Cornmo11 Service. Luther accepted only three of the 

Se quences since the others militated against the doctrines 

o'f Holy Scriptures. AH;houe;h Luther permitte d only three 

Se quenees as usable, he ·writes very stongly against the 

use of t he Se quence.. His words are: 

In the fifth place, v,e a llovl no se­
quences or Proses, unless it please the 
bishop to use the short one for the 
Nativity of Chris t, Gra tes nuno omnes. 
Nor ar e there ha rdly any which are 
r edolent of the Spirit save thos e of t he 
Holy Spirit: sancti Spiritus and veni 
s uncte Spiritus, which one m.ay s ing after 

22 . Ibid.· 
23. !'6"ia., P• 12. 
240 !Bld. 



breakfast2gr at Mass (if the bishop 
:pleases). 

The CowJUcn Service makes this part of the service 

very flexible. The rubrics read: nThe Gradual may be 

chanted by the Choir. If the Gradual be read by the 

tiinister, t he Hallelujah may be said or chanted by the 

Congregation, or the Sentence for the Season, or a 

Sequence Hym.11 rn,sy be sung."26 Some of the Sentences 

had a pre-Reformation origin, but most of those used in 

the Lutheran Common Service today date back to the years 

of the Ref ormation, from 1525 t,o 1574. 

11he pr ayers of t he Roman Mass, together with the 

'=la l ut ation, are omitted in the Com.mon Se:,.:vice. The 

tendency of the Common Service 1s to omit duplications 

22 

in the service. Consequently, the Salutation is omitted. 

/1 s f or ·the prayer II it is one ~·:hich is said. by the priest 

a s the Missal is placed from the Epistle side of the altar 

to the Gospel side. 'fl1e prayer is strictly speaking a 

prayer of the priest ·i;o prepare himself for the reading 

Roly Scriptures •. Though the prayer in itself is a 

justif iable prayer, its use in the Common _S0rvioe is 

avoided because the minister already has asked God to for­

g ive him his sins. Before the service ever bet;on he asked 

the ~l ~i ghty God to bless him and his words. 

25. Mortin Luther, 1tFormula Missae et Communionis," in 
Y.rorks of Martin Luther, Holmon edition, p. as. 

2e:""Tb.e Lutheran Hymnal, P• 20. 



23 

;\ f ·t(-11• the r er:iding of -~he Gospel; the sam.e response 

as ·hha t of the Rom.an Mass is used, afJGer nhich the Nicene 

Creed i s spokeno 

1fi1e ch i e f hym ... 11. of the s ervlce f ollows the Creedo It 

is one v1hich is in harmony Yrl th ·the t heme of the day and 

5.s ca1"'efully chosen ·t;o :in·t;raduce the Sermon, which :f'ollmvs~ 

Al -though the Lutheran Church orde:i:.,s did. not ri1:3n·Gion speoifi- · 

caJ.ly t hat a se1~mon v;as preached, it does not mean that a 

seTmon v,as not preached. 11:ven before the Reformation, 

s0rmons at times were preached in the High !!ass, although 

t here Yras 110 obligation to do so. Howeve:i; i·t was customary 

to do s o in L1ass o The sermon in the Go.rar.ion Servj.ce has not 

a.l r re1ys been regar ded as the most i mport;ant part, or the publio 

'.-JOrsh:lp , since some of the early orders do noi; mention it at 

all while others ma:rely say that a sermon "may0 be preached. 

However, Luthar in 1523 ·Ordered preaching to be done not 

onl:? at Veopers , but also at the beginning of the Uass. He 

vl!'i tes, "But the$e s e rvices are .. co be ordered ·that ·i;he 

oongresation will hear praa ch:lng ou bo·th occasions."27 

Then i n 1526 t Luther said tha·t "the chief and grea tes·t aim 

of any Service h1 to p:r(:)ach and ·teach God's ".'Jord.028 

It co::1not bo asserted tha t the Churcll °\'i a s ut all times 

without p1"'oa ching. But ·t;hough i ·i:. was virtually forbidden 

27. !.rartin Luther, "Von Ordnung Got tis Diensts Ynn der 
Geme:vnc 1:, in '.7o::rks of n...artin Luthe;x-, Hollllan edition, P• 62. 

28. litartin Luther, hrl'he German Mass and Order of servioet1, 
in Works ,2!. Viartin Luther, Holman edi·tion, :P. 17G. 
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to the prie :5t s o.nd conseque.:.1.t,ly dro:£Ji.J0d from the r.!ass,. it 

still remai ned a. popuJ.qr p:C'aotice in certain ::;ectio:ns of 

t he Church anc. r.o.s connected wit~l the .. Jass o Horrever, the 

preachinB did no-G .1ea ::mre up to "the Gtundcr<.:s which Ltrt.hor 

had pl aced upoi.1 it . Today pr eachine; is tl1e moffG i mportnnt 

;x2!.rt o'f t he ~e:::.--vice ni.."'!ce it; is ·t hrough pre 'i ching of God's . 

Ford -tiwt Re brines IDAJ.1 ·(jo the knowledge or ~1.is sin and i:!i s 

Savioro In t he !~oman Lass the ~rm.on iz usually omitted, 

for -:-1.1e mos·'"v 1·mn~_o,.-,-'G·"'n·:': r ,'"'r"+. o·.L"' -t-'1"' i"ac;:, ~ 1~s -'-"nr., .,~-V - .t. '-' v .1:1'"' u v l. v _.;. ..,.:, - l, v S~CrJ..a.::,.ce. 

The serl11on in t he Common DeI"vice is concluded vn:th 

t ]1e Votma. , which i:::. u ·ve l"Y a.pp::rop1 ... iate conclusion. 

Poll m7ing the Wicene Creed in the Folllai'!. Ma::ss is once 

again the SaltitaJGion, follov:ed by ·the Offer·tory. The 

Of fertory in the Roman Me.Gs varies. Ve::y often an anthem 

is rendered or some 11 suitablea hynm i:n plac0 o:r the 

Offertory. 

The Common Servlce con·tinues vr.i th the well-knov'l!l Offer­

tory, after ·which offerings are gathered and wilioh · may be 

placed upon the li ltar. Then follor;s -the General Prayer. 

;if·ter the word has been applied, the people· raise their 

prayer, a general pra~rez, vrhioh is wide in scope. 1rhe 

General "?rayer is in general keeping "trl thin ·the children 

of God. If there are any special Supplications, Interoes­

sions, and Prayers, ·they are added to the General Prayer. 
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III. Holy Co:cmumion 

At the beginning of the U~ss the priest had placed 

on the alta r a cha lice v1ith the paten, covered vlith a 

linen s quare and a silk veil.. He now ·takes off the veil, 

and holds up the pat en .. on v~hich lies the bread. This is 

s oon to be changed into the Lord's body and blood, as 

they teach. The Roman Church has defined that tho Mass 

i s a real, true sacrifice, one with the blood-stained 

i ramol otion of Christ on C~lvary. The only difference 

,·:hich they t each between ·t;he Mass and Calvary is that on 

Ca lvary Christ's blood ,'las really shed, whereus in the 

Mess the rea l shedding is represented by the t l'lro-fold 

consecration v1hioh sacramentally, though not really, 

separ a t es the body and the blood. Peter Canisius has 

expr essed the meaning of the Mass thus: "The Sacrifice 

of the Mass is really the holy and living representation 

and at the same tirae the unbloody and efficacious oblat;on 

of the Lord's Passion and that blood-stained sacrifice 

which was offered for us on the Cross.nl 

The real sacrifiodal act does not aocnr immediately. 

But it j.s at this point in the Mass that the bread and 

1. ·nunney , . .2£• ill•, ·p~ 95. 
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wine are now offered. By observing t·mat is going on at 

the altar, one can see that the priest uncovers the 

chalice, and t akes up a plate of gold or silver, called 

the paten. On ·(;he paten is the bread, the host. First, 

the priest says a prayer for himself and ror ·the people. 

both living and <lead o Having taken the ptrten in his 

hand, he says: 

Accept, o holy Father, .Almighty ancl 
r-·ternal God, "Ghis unspot-t;ed Host, which 
I, Thy unworthy servant, offer unto Thee, 
my living and ·true C-od, for my innum.erable 
sins, offences and negligences, and fo~ 
all here present; as also for all fai"t;hful 
Christians, both living and dead; that it 
may avail bo·!;h ~e and ~em unto life ever­
l asting . /\men • 

26 

. t\fter the priest has offerea. the bread, he pours some 

wi:ne and a few drops of water, which have been blessed in­

t;o 'the chalice o This is done because of an order by the 

:pope which made it mandatory that in the Mass the 1:iine 
' 

should be mixed Vlith vrater because water and blood f'lovred 

from ·the body or Christ ·when pierced with the spear. As 

he does this he offers the following prayer: 

O God, '.'.'ho in creating human na tllre hast 
wonderfully dignified it ancJ. still mo1 .. e 
wonderfully reformed it; grant that by the 
mystery or ·this water and Yline • we may be 
made nartakers of Ilis divine nature, W'llo 
vouchsafe d to be come pa:rtalcer of. our htmlfill 
nature, namely, Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Thy 
Son, 5no with Thee, in the unity of, etc. 
Amen • 
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The priest now ,offers the chalice .. As he does -this, 

he offers. this prayer: "Vle offer unto Thee, o Lord, the 

chalice of salva tion, beseeching Thy clemency,. that it 

may ascenp. before Thy divin~ Majesty,._ as a s,;.-ree:t odor, 

for our salvation, and for that of the whole i·mrlo .• 

Amen. n4 

If incense is used, the priest at this point blesses 

the incense, after i'Jhich he iµoenses the bz>eacl ,. ·wine, and 

al tar.. It is not nmndatory :to uae :tncense, not even in 

High Mass.. However,. if the· Mass is, the Soleman Mass, 

incense is usedo 

Followiµg this. the priest washes his hands a.s he re­

peats part of the 25th Psalm. The washing of his hands is 

the seconcl ceremony of purli'i.cation in the Mass.. The :first 

one occurred at the Confiteor. At the Conf'iteor purifica­

tion 't'.!ElS !!lade of the heart by a detestation of sine Here 

the washing of hands is a symbolical act to indicate a 

cleansed heart for the coming of Christ Who is abou~ to 

be offered in the ;,lass.. It is to signify that the priest 

and the people are free from every defilement of sinu 

The preliminories of the sacrifice would almost seem 

to be complete; but not yet. They still. offer their gifts, 

not only on~e but 11~nytimes. The, priest is now at the 

middle of. the altar where he Viill remain until the end of 

the Mass. NO\'i wi·th bowed head he makes the offering of 

4~ Ibid. -



the gifts to the Roly Trinity LL t he words: 

R~ce ive, 0 Holy Trinity, this obla·tlon, 
·which •11e make Thee, in memory of the Passion, 
Res ur:r.ection , and Ascension of our Lord Jesus 
Chrh.;t. ; and in honor of blessed Mary ever 
Virgin, of blessed John the Baptist, of the 
holy Apostles r eter and Paul, and of all the 
Ssints : 'that, it may ·be available to t hei1"' 
honor and to our salvation; and may t hey 

: vouchsa:t'e ·to i ntercede for us in heevGn, 
·whose memory we celebrate on ear~h. Through 
t he same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The p1"ies ·c ·tllGu once again kisses the al·tar a.s if to 

s alute Ch:=>i $-i;. He then greets the people wi·{;h the request 

·that 'the sacrifice v1hich t hey a re abou·t; to offer may 'be 

a ccepted by God. The Versicle and Response are as 

follons : 

V. }Jray, my bre·i:ih1"en, that my s a cr i f ice 
and yours may be a cceptable to God the 
Fa ther L\ l mighty. 

n. rJa'y· the Lo:i:·d receive ··the sacrifice 
f rom thy hands, to the praise and glory 
of His name, to ouz- benifit, and to that 
of all Eis hcly Church. 

The priest then says the secret Prayers. He says 

them in a lm'; voice so that they are heard only by himself. 

The people are thus to feel the hush of the 1mss and to 

sense its stilLY1ess as the priest begs C-od to accept the 

oblations for the nn10nt holy use'' to which they will be 

:put. 1) ferw rea sons have been offered as an explanation 

for the. lo\'! voice. One reason offered is tha t the disciples 

5. Ibid., p. 17. 
(3 0 "!o'Iu. 


