Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Master of Sacred Theology Thesis Concordia Seminary Scholarship
5-1-1947

An Investigation into the Effectiveness of Preaching for the
Purpose of Teaching Christian Doctrine

Martin Brauer

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/stm

b Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation

Brauer, Martin, "An Investigation into the Effectiveness of Preaching for the Purpose of Teaching Christian
Doctrine" (1947). Master of Sacred Theology Thesis. 229.

https://scholar.csl.edu/stm/229

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Master of Sacred Theology Thesis by an
authorized administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fstm%2F229&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fstm%2F229&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm/229?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fstm%2F229&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

AW INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS
OF PREACHING IFOR THE PURPOSE OF
TEACHING CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

A Theslis Presented to
The Faculty of Concordia Seminary

Department of Practical Theology

In Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree

Master of Sacred Theology

by
lartin W. Brauer

May 1947

Approved by:"éEZ”ééiz/%?22:2iyﬁv-#44¢/

52399




.
Cie?
M3

1ad

ne.t

¢ 2

Table of Contents

Chapter One, Introduction, The Purpose of Preaching
TDootTinea s v » i &% n v s ahe a el ciie = el
Ae To present certain 3iblical f20tSe o o ¢ o « o 1L
Be To use these facts to create spiritual life. . 2

Chapter Two, Difficulties Involved in Preaching Poc-
trine.
Le DBvidence that efforts to present dostrine
have not been altogether effective « o ¢ o o 8
Be Causes of this failure.
l, Inadequate instruction for confirmation. 10
e Ineffective preachinge o « o o« o o« o o o 11
Ce Spesial difficulties involved in preaching
for the purpose of teaghing Christian doctrine.
1. Requirements of a good teaching situa-
tione
2. Abttention in learning ¢« o« ¢ ¢ « o 13
be Hatural and learned factors of
attention « o ¢ o o o o P e A s
Ge Factors for controling attention « 14
de Use of concerete, meaningful
lanousaEe o s« o ¢ ¢ ¢ s o o 5 o s @ 22
e. Adequate period of time for
INstructione ¢ o« o ¢ o ¢ o o & o o 24
fo Invironment conducive to effective
learNing o« o« o o o s o o ¢ a o o » 25
£e Weed of a clearly defined aim in
the nind of the teachCre « ¢« o« « o« 25
e Difficulties of teaching doctrine in a
preaching situation.
8. Inherent weaklmesses
1.) Mixed sudience with respect
to age, backsround, and reli-
gious €XDPEericntte o o o o = 26
2.) Inadequacy of time period . 26
) Peopnle in a worship situa-
tion not set for a learning
eXPeTrieClNCEe o o o o o o o o a7
b. Weaknesses that ean be overcome
1.) Temptation for preacher to
become an asctor or orator in-
stead of a teachere ¢« « « o 27
2.) Doctrine as a subject for
teaching.

LONCORDIA SEMINARY LIBRARY
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI



ii.

8+) People and preachers pre-
cluiz that doctrine is
dry [ L] L ] L] L ] L L) @ ® L ] - 29
) Doctrine discussed in
terms of academlic problems 29
«) Use of technical jJargon . 30
) Limited experience of
neople with certain doc~
urlneS.oo..'o e = 32
e.) Temptetion to avoid the
fundamental, effective doe-
trines in the effort to be
original. s ® o © o o & @ 32
f.) Failure of preachers to une
derstend the implications of
doctrine for dallv living 32

Chapter Three, Measuring the Iffectiveness of Preachinge.
A. Purpose of measuring devices in a teashing program. 35
Be Problams involved in constructing a testing
PTO8Tralle o« o« o o o = e o @ ® ® o

Ce Criteria of a good test.

e & 9 & ® @ o L 35

1.Vv.~]ld.Ltyo.oooc.o--oooo.oo.36
2e Gll.blllty...o.ocon.loooocc37
'.Adequcv............--.-...38
'QoObJthiVityooooooo.oooooooo. 58
5.UtllltVo.ooo.go.oo'.-oa'o..o 39
D.L"pesoftests... o % m e e e w e e O
L. Weaknesses of "1tornate-response te5tS ¢ o ¢ &« o « 40
Fo Suggestions for constructing objective testSe.s « « 41
Ge. Suzgestions for constructing alternate-response
$60E0e 4 o » 0 v 0 8 & Hal e W e SN S %k RN O
Chapter Four, The Pilot Test.
Ae Histol’.‘y of the E}:periment. 5 W e e e e Re S
Be Sermon for the Pilot TeSte o« « ¢ ¢« ¢« o o ¢ o o ¢« 46
C. Questionnaire for the Pilot Test « « « « » o« ¢« ¢« « 351
De. Predictable Shortconings of the Test « « ¢« « « =« o 54
Ee Analysis of Individual QuUeStions « o« o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o 56
F. General Indications of the Pilot Teste « o« « ¢« « « &5
Chapter Five, The Final Test.
A. History of the Experimente « « o ¢ o« ¢ o« ¢ o« ¢ o« o 71
Be Sermon for the Final Teste « ¢ ¢« ¢ « o ¢ o s« o = » 73
C. Questionneire for the ¥inal Test « « « « o« « ¢« o « 78
Do Anglysis of Individual QuestHions « « « ¢« o o« » o « 81
i, Study of Individual CaSeSe « ¢« ¢« « « o« o o o ¢ o o 88
¥, General Conclusions of the Experimente o« o« o « « « 91



Bibliography e e o o o « o o -w’i ;qﬂm .

Appendix 4 w o o & & o's ¥ e . . b-- u;\ ..

|3




1|/ 00 OIS/ I o 1E .

An Investigation of the Effectiveness of Preaching
for the Purpose of Teaching Christian Doctrine

Chapter I

Introduction

This thesis is "An Investigation of the Effectiveness
of Preaching for the Purpose of Teaching Christian Doctrine.”
By Christian Doctrine we mean everything that the Bible tells
us about CGod, His nature, His work and His attitude toward
man, and everything that the Bible tells us about the origin,
purpose, and destiny of man, his nature, and his relationship
to God. len and God are the great theme of Scripture. Lverye
thing that the Bible says can some way or another be fitted
under this theme.

God is discernible even outside the Bible. IMan by his
very nature is aware of the fact that there must be a Supreme
Being. All the world about him attests the fact that there
is a GCod. Yet this testimony serves only to confuse and to
frighten. len do not understand the world and the more they
contemplate the idea of a God the more they must come to fear
the prospect of ever knowing Him.

The eonfusion and fear that come to men who *now God
from nature are results of inadequate knowledge. Only Reve=-
lation will help to replace confusion with order and purpose,

and fear with love, trust, and respect. This Revelation
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comes to us in the form of doctrine recorded and transmitted
$0 us in the form of doctrine recorded and transmitted %o us
in the Bible.

le preach doctrine to bring this revelation to men.

This preaching of dootrine is a tremendous job becasuse there
is so very much that the Bible tells us about God and about
man. It would take a man a long %time %o learn all the facts
of the Bible. It would take a great deal of preaching. But
there is little value in the learning of the Bible for the
sake of merely grasping a few facts. One might as profitably
study philosophy and politics if one's objectives were only
the gathering of information.

Doctrine is not an end in itself. This becomes evident
to o man as he studies dostrine. As men gome into contact
with the Word of CGod they become aware of the fact that these
words are not merely an encyclopedia from which one might learn
facts. The docirines of the Bible are given for a unique
purpose. They are intended to meet spiritual need. Christian
doctrine makes man aware of the absence of God in his life.
It creates in man the deéire to restore a condition which
formerly existed and which is now lost; the condition of God .
living in man and activating him. The unique purpose of Chris-
tian Goctrine is the restoration of the Kingdom of God.
This is the purpose of preaching.

As Christ came to fit and qualify men for the Kingdom

of Heaven, so the preaching of the Word is obviously

intended to be the instrument of divine grace confer-
ring on men the blessings which flowed from His



redeening work.t

I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation %o every omne that beli.eveth.2

e preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them
which are called, both Jews agd Greeks, Christ the power
of God and the wisdom of God.

iy speech and my preaching was not with enticing words

~of man's wisdom, but in a demonstration of the Spirit
and power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of God.4

Ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren,

see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

Being born again, not of corruptible seei, but of in-

corruptable, by_the word of God, which liveth anié abi=-

deth for ever,

Awareness of this objective will direct the preacher in
his choice of doctrine as he prepares his sermons. Not all
doctrines are capable of making man aware of his condltion
and of arousing in man a desire to have God come back into
his life. It will not do to preach a sermon on inspiration
or the atonement for the purpose of making man-aware of his
separation from Cod. Ifan becomes conscious of this fact
only through preaching of the Lew, the doctrine of sin, its
cause, its consequences, and iis presence in the life of every
man. Otherwise there will be no interest in the doctrine of

the love of God or the dootrine of the atonemente.

1. John I. Yost., "The XKind of Preaching Needed in Qur
Day." Tutheran Church Quarterlye. Vol. XVIII. p.335.
(0Oetobe¥, 1945.)

2. Romans 1716,

3. 1 Cor. 1:23,24.

4. 1 Cor. 2:4,5.

5. 1 Peter 1:22,238.
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The doctrine of sin is not capable of making a Christian
of a man. This doctrine only aids in the diagnosis. It
tells o man what 1s wrong and that he needs something else
to straighten matters out. The Biblieal concépt of sin
offers no solution. Only the doctrine of the atbnement,
of the grace and love of God in sction, can restore the
reign of God in man. This alone can make a Christian out
of & man. ‘

By placing emphasis on gertain doctrines of the Bible
as being absolutely essential it not %o be concluded that
other doctrines are useless or unimporient. ZLvery doctrine
of the Bible is useful. Everyone 1s so important that a
Christian men must cherish it as a beautiful treasure. As
a man grows in grace and the kingdom of (God becomes more
Lirmly fixed in his life, he sees the significance and truth
in what the Bible teaches about ereation, about inspiration,
about the angels, about the last things and everything else
that the Bible might say. He accepts them as the truth and
eagerly seeks to learn more from the Word.

1% is not enough to preach sin as a feality and the doc-
trine of the atonement as historical fast. It is ome thing
t0 say that these things are true and quite another to see
in them personal significance. Phillips Brooks implied this
fast when he said that preachers should preach all the doctrine
they knew "not that men may believe it, buf that men may be
saved by believing it."® Christian dootrine is expected to

6. Phillips Brooks, "Yale Leotures on Preaching",
gquoted by lMichael Reu, Homileties, p. 150.
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convert people., It is capable of doing this and the preacher
must be aware of this fact as he seeks to bring docotrine to
his people. The consceientious preacher cannot feel that he
has finished his teaching job by simply telling his listeners
the facts and then turning the Job bver to the Holy Spirit
from there on. The preacher must do-all in his power to
teach docirine in a way that it will register with his
hearers and produce in them the conversion which the IHoly
Spirit effects through the Viord, the dostrine, which he is
preaching. Problems of which & preacher must be awaré will
be discussed in this thesis.

Docirine creates and preserves life. Spiritual life
does not thrive on nothing nor will it remain at all alive
without proper nourishment. "Actual growth in Christianity
is not possible in a congregation without sermons righ in
doctrine.”? Christian people are expected to increase their
knowledge of God. It is the natural thing for men who have
been reborn to know more and more about the God %o whom they
have béen united againe Dootrine is the only thing that will
develop increased knowledge of God.

Though Christians live in daily communion with God, they
do not loose e:ntact with the world. They are still subject
0 the influences of those forees that originally tore them
away from God. %he entire life of a Christian is a story of
struggle against the powers of the world, flesh, and devil.

The preacher is not equipping his hearers for this contest

7. C.F.W. Walther, quoted by Reu, Homileties, p. 147.
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by exhorting his people to be good and by rebuking them for
being evil, The Word is the weapon against such enemies.
Doctrine is the source of spiritual power and doctrine is
that vhich will make it possible for Christian people to
progress in theilr sanctification. Speaking of sermons on
sanctification without sufficient emphasis on doctrine,
Dr. Vialther remarks: |

So far from actually reashing the heart and kindling

life, such sermons are more likely %o preach people to

death, to destroy any hunger they may have for the bread
of life, and systematically to produce disgust and
loathing for God's Yord. It cannot but repel every
hearer, to be admonished or reproved, again and again,
without being shown the resson why, just as it must re-
pel him to be comforted in soft and savorless fashion.

The importance of doctrine in the pastor's preaching
andl teaching becomes more obvious as he looks at his Job,
Without doctrine there is no creation of spiritual life.
Vithout doetrine there is no maintainence of spiritual life.
Doetrine is the only content that a preacher san give to
his hearers. It is his stock-in-trade. Without it he is
a useless mane.

Looking at the objectives of a preacher's teaching and
teaching activity it becomes evident that his is literally
the greatest and most important job among men.

As amhassadors of Christ who beseeoh sinners in His

stead to be reconciled to God, the ministry of the

Word is charged with a mission of cternal importance,

and the preacher of the (ospel fills the most impor-
tant office any mortal can 0cCCUDYe.

If the preacher fails to get dostrine across to his hearers,

8. Ibid.
e JO!E Le YQSt. Q.P.. Cit. Pe 335,
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they die. If he succeeds, the Holy Spirit ereates in them
spiritual life.
In view of the importance of dostrine in a preacher's
agtivity and of the importance of his job as a preacher
and teacher of this doctrine, it is necessary for him to be

fully aware of all the problems that confront him in this
OfflGE .

411 PLAKE MIMOURIAL LIBRAKY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
w7, LOULS, MO.
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Chapter II
Diffioculties of Dostrinal Preaching

Christian people do not expect that every person in
the world will become Christian. They accept the Savior's
comment thet "many are cealled but few are chosen" as literal
truth. They are also aware of the fact that in the final
analysis it is the Holy Spirit that does the converting.
These facts do not excuse the Christian from coritically obe
serving the effectiveness of his witnessing for Christ to
determine whether or not he is doin his job as well as he
mighte. This is especially true of the prescher who has &s-
sumed the responsibility of being a leader in the business
of bringing the Gospel of Jesus to people. ¥He 'mows thaet he
must depend upon human instrioments to sonvey this truth to
the minds of people and he must resort to human judgments
and measurements to determine to what degree he has been ef-
fective in his ministry.

Many pastors have experienced the pain of disappointment
as they have faced the fact that those whom they have sought
to teach actually aid not learn what thiey were supposed to
learn. This fact was brought home to the experimente£ in a
number of ways. Vhile teaching a Bible class in one of the
large congregations of St. Louis he asked the question, "Vhat
is it that makes you sure that God is your friend?" He
received the answer that if one tried to do what was right
and obeyed the Ten Commendments as well as he could, God would
be kindly disposed toward him. This answer came from one

whom the teacher thought to be a well-indoctrinated Tutheran,
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one who had been g member of the Iutheran Church for her en-
tire life. Obviously the entire program of teachins and »rea-
ching in her life had not been effective to the extent that
it might have been. We of course have to admit the possibility
that she actually did not give an accurate statement of what
she belleved and that her answer was the result of her inse
bility to express herself, 3But it is certainly part of the
Job of the Christian pastor to train his people to give ac-
curate expression to their faith or else their testimony to
others cannot possibly pe effective.

Another incident that caused the experimenter to wonder
about the effectiveness of teaching and preaching in the
Tutheran Churen is nis experience while visiting patients at
the Tutheran Hospital in S5t. Louis on Friday afternoons
during the last semester of his senior year at the Seminary.
e visited seven to twelve patients every Friday afternoon.
i‘any of these patients were supposed to be of the Iutheran
faith and most of them claimed to be Christians. Several
of the patients were eritically ill and the visitor specifi-
cally asked them why they felt that they could depend upon
the goodness of God in these last days of thelr life,.

Without a single exeeption, every person, including those

who professed to be Christians of the Lutheran faith, replied
that he thought he had done his duty here in this life and
that Cod would not let him down in his last days. quin we
mast admit that perhaps these people did not realize what they
were saying end that their statements might not have been

accurate expressions of their real faith; but we cannot °
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ignore the facet that not one of them was able to give an
accurate statement of real Christian faith.

On another occasion the experimenter was talking with
a lady who had been a member of the Tutheran Chureh her en-
tire life, had gone through a Tutheran Parochial School,
and whose varents had been very conscientious in instructing
thelr ehildren. The topic under discussion was the general
gonduct of young people in the congregation. Finally she
concluded with the remark that "after all, they mean well and
a8 long as they try to do what is right, everything will be
all right." Here again we admit that this statement cer-
tainly does not say that this woman was not a Christian but
it does indicate & completely warped view of Christian ethies
and hence g problem whigh faces the preacher who some how or
another must seek to formulate proper attitudes as to what
is right and wrong.

In looking for a cause behind this lack of proper un-
derstanding among memsers of his congregation a pastor must
look at the various agencies he employs to instruet and train
his people. It is entirely possible that there has been a
great deal of ineffective teaching going on.

First of all he micsht look at his system of confirming
the children of his congregation. INany pastors have had to
face the Palm Sunday deadline. The boys and girls in the
eighth grade of elementary school graduate in June and their
parents see no resson why they cannot be confirmed on Palm
Sunday and so they are corfirmed even if they are not as yet
mentally matuced or do not have the necessary lknowledge to

accept the responsibility that goes with besoning a communicant
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member of the congregation. It is certainly not impossible
to have people prepared for full communicant membership at
this age. The point is that with the Palm Sunday deadline,
readiness is not the criterion for confirmation but rather
the fact that these people have reached a certain age and a
certain date has come upoon the calendar. The solution does
not lie in removing the deadline. The solution lies in
making the pastor aware of the problem and then adjusting
his teaching methods accordingly. The rastor rust realize
the peculiar problems that confront him as he teaches Chris-
tian doctrine to his class and make sure that he does all in
his power to over come the difficulties.

Class for adults are still more diflicult from tﬁe
point of view of effective teaching of Christicn doctrine.
First of all, these people have to un-léarn mnany of their
own ideas of sin, of God, of the life to come, etec. Classes
for adults are limited %o a few weeks of instruction with one
meeting each week. They are made up of people who have the
problems of making a living on their minds. NNany of them
carmot devote much time to real study and thinking.

Another source of weakuness in the matter of teaching
Christian doctrine is the weekly sermon. Here the pastor
must be aware of serious pitfalls if he does not want to
become totally ineffective and useless in his preaching pro-
gram, This is the resl objest of this thesis. We intend
to investigate the effectiveness of doctrinal preaching in

order to point up some of these problems,

People have long been aware of the fact that preaching
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in our church is not always what 1% ought to be. 3oth lay-
men and pastors have sensed the fact th:t its effectiveness
is not withont question. In a survey Valter C. Kochler sent
letters to several laymen regquesting their opinion on what
they expected to get from the pulpit. We inslude the com-
ments of two of those wiho replied to “r. Koshler's letter.
They indicate the fast that peopnle are not altogether satis-
fied with the preaching done in our church.'

The owner of a manufecturing concarn~wr1tés:

I think the sermons are too general and explanatory

of points which are sort of non-essential as coipared

with the questions answered in a simple and definite

form: "that is it to beslieve in Jesus?" "How do I

gone to Jesus?" "Am I saved if I do not feel saved?"
Personally I believe it will be startling and possibly

even inditing to the elergy if they knew how many seeking
souls leave the church with these essential questions un-

answereds Apparently the pastors think these questions
too elemental and that everyone should kmow the ans-
wers without any special help from the pulpit. I am
gertain that it is right here that the Tutheran pastors
miss the boat. They often preach as if every listener
were a Christian and had found peace with God. Hence,
the heavy lade:, seeking, sinuners often return home
from ehurch confused and unhappye

A student at a Tutheran college writes:

Sermons do not answer the doubts ﬁhat are gontinually
confronting young peonle todaye. <oo many of us find
it difficult to realize the part that Christ plays in

our everyday life. Ve go to church in hopes of discover-

ing this relationship and too often we leave church
still harboring the same doubts. It is up to the pulpit
t0 try to answer these doubts. Sermons do not solve
the problems of everyday life. Pastors are not ex-
pected to take sides on questions concerning strikes,
war, eto., but they should give us answers to these
problems. Too many pastors do not preach the Gospel.
lore and more texts are being taken from the best
gsellers or popular movies, and Biblical examples are lac

kinge

1. Walter C. Koehler., "VWhat the Pew Expects from the
Pulpit,” Iutheran Church Quarterly. Vol.XIX. Nod. DediDe
20 IBEE. ppo 365-3660
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All of this, the lack of proper informetion found among
the masses of our people sbout the way of snlvation and the
fact that even laymen have begun to feel that something is
missing in the preaching of our day, points to the fact that
there mast be a greater emphasis on a preashing-teachins
winistry. The subject of this ministry rmst be solid dooc-
trine, "the plain substantial truth and will of God whigh
alone is able to convince the mind, convict the conscience,
convert the will, and consecrate the heart of the individualld

If there is going to be a re-emphasis on the tesching-
preasching phase of the ministry a preacher must be aware of
the principles of education. He must know what it takes to
make a good teashing situation and he must be avare of the
peculiar difficulties that he must meet when attempting to
teach Christicn dostrine from the pulpit in his weekly ssr-
non. The remainder of this chapier will bs devoted to a
discussion of some of the requirements of s goold teaching
situation and the specisl problems involved in teasching
doctrine in s preaching situation.

Given & body of materisl for teaching, including sueh
thinecs as attitudes and judgments, and & elass to instruet,
the teacher must seek the best possible situation in which
to bring the two together. I% is his job to get the class
to lesrn. To do this the teacher must secure the attention
of his slass. Throughout the learning process attention is

the controling factor and if attention is to be considered

3. John I, Yost, _O_Ro Cite, DPDe 341-342,
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as a major fastor it must be understood in its whole range
of implications,. 4

Fagtors of at entlion can be divided into those that
are natural or uniearned and those that are learmed. Both
groups are important in undersianding what makes up a good
teaching situation. The natural or unlearned factors of
attention are: change, intensity, repetition, striking que-
1ity, and definiteness of form. S -

Change or variety is probably the most important of
the factors sontroling attention. In a teaching situation
this is easily demonstrated by ths teacher on the kinder-
garten level who knows thet her puplls can give their at-
tention to a single object or asctivity for only a few minutes,
As peonle grow older they are able to exert a certain amount
of will power and give their attention to a subject for a
longer oeriod of time. Even with adults it is absolutely
necessary to introduce diversified stimuli if attention
%o a given lesson is to be really elive and effective.

The strength or intensity of the stimlus determines
whether a subjeet will give attention to any particular one
of two or more stimuli %o which he might be subjected at the
seme time. A ohild that is thoroughly excited =bout a story
the teacher is telling will not be disturbed at all by the
shadow thrown across the room &s & cloud passes under the sun

or as the ourtain begins to mo#e~w1th the breeze passing thru

4, Robert Gault, An Outline of General Psycholo§z. D.229,
5. Jon Eisenson, The Psychology Of Speech, De.=l4e
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the window., Half an hour later the same child will look out
of the window as soon as it begins to get a little dark or
wateh the flapping of the curtain if he has been busy with a

Job of penmanship for 10 minutes and is growing tired of it.

Intensity or strength of stimulus alone are not sufficient

to insure constant attention. The clatter of a lawn mower
outside the class room window will at first attract a great
deal of conscious attention from pupils. As they becone ac-
customed to it, its noise no longer wedges into their‘eon-
seiousness unless there is a sudden change in its loudness
or in the nature of its tone. Here too the law of change

or variety of stimuli applies. In a teaching situation it
means simply that the teacher cannot expect the novelty of
dramatizing a story to last over a long period of time.

Repetition is the third factor in controlling attention.
Repetition incereases the strength or intensity of the stimu-
lus. It will lose its value if it is repeated so often that
g more novel stimulus will force its way into qt%ention be=-
cause of the monotony involved in too much repetition. With
proper observance of this caution, the use of repetition is
helpful in securing and maintaining attention.

Striking quality helps to hold attention. It is some-
times based on the intensification of a previous stimulus
such as a sharp increase in the volume of voice or raise of
pitch. Somefimbs it might be something entirely different.

Change from e simple exposition in a lecture to a form of

dranatie story telling would not only be a novelty but would

have the effect of something striking and new,.
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The more definitely one {escribes a certain thing,
the more clearly it is bound to impress itself on the mind
of a hearer. The description of a boy sitting on the bank
of a river with his fishing pole holds the attention of s
hearer or reader to the desree in which the descripiion
points up the boy to be a real, live, exzcliting person in the
mind of the hearer or reader,

These are the so called unlearned or natural fastors of
attention. Thev are called such because they will cause at-
tentive response in any normal human heing subjected to sti-
muli like those mentioned. The do not depend upon the ex-
pericnce of the individual to secure their response.

Eisenson also speaks of what he czlls "learned factors
of attention." They are those which depend upon the exper-
ience of the individuval for their effectivensss.® They are
the wants, interests, and attitudes of a person. Certain
types of stimuli make their way into the individual's con-
selousness more easily because of his experiences and even
cause ceriain matural stimuli to go by the board without re-
gistering at alle An illustration would be found in the
young send lot ball player listening to a game of the Vorld
Series. His cxperiences on the sand lot and reasding and heare-
ing about the players in newspapers and on the radio create
in his mind & sensitiveness to any sort of stimulus connected
with the mentioning of the names of these players or any

game in which they might be playing. The stimuli oreated by

6. Ibid. pp.217-218.
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the hearing of a VWorld Series ball game on the radio are
so strong that a call to lunch or an invitation to go for
a ride in the couniry or even the sound of a fire truck
fail to wedge their way into the boy's mind, It is in
this field that the teacher can find a tremendous gold
mind of stirmuli with which to attract and hold the atten-
$ion of his pupilse.

Attention and interest are very closely associated,
so mach 8o that they are really inseperable. In defining
the two terms Llsenson says:

We have cgharacterized attention as an expression of

the fundamental unity of the co-ordination of behavior

which makes Tor elarity of stimuli and readiness of
response. BY interest we mean the maintenance of
attention.

In the same section gited above, Eisenson surgests a
number of na'ural fastors of interest. They are animation,
vibtalness, suspense, similarity and novelty, and concrete-
ness. e can illustrate them briefly.

Animation means variation in stiruli. After a stimulus
has succeeded in evoging‘a response it loses much of its
power to ocuse any further response. A sharp crack of a
whip o=n cause a sudden and violent reaction in an animal
whern. it is first heard. The more often this stimulus is
repeated, the weaker becomes its power to evoke response.
If the stimulus is varied, the subjest rmust adjust his re-

shonse to every change in stimulus causing a certain degree

of interest in what is going one

7« Ibide, De 233.
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Any stimulus closely eonnected with bodily ﬁeed is
very successful in{evoking response., The mention of attrac-
tive and appetizing food is bound to exocite a hungry child.
Any story closely sonnected with the production of food or
its preparation finds ample interest in the mind of an ima-
ginative hearer.

An incomplete situation arouses interest. Children over
8ix years of age follow the radio and comic serials because
there is a sense of incompleteness about them as they follow
the narrative from day to day. If this incompleteness is
not relieved some how, a fceling of sunflict can set in.
Suspense created by problem-solution thinking in the mind of
the learner is a useful teaching aid., These principles ap=-
ply to adults as well as to children.

Newness creates interest. A new hat delighté a child
mostly because it is new. The same applies to a new song,

a new picture, or a new story. The newness must not be so
great that confusion results instead of exeiting interest.

A set of building toys might be completely new to a little
boy but sinee he does not know anything about them, they be=
come litile more than a heap of rods and sticks and bolts.
They are too new. In a teaching situation the same applies.
A totally new subject, unassociated with anything within the
experiences of & lcarmer, will confuse and mystify but will
hardly create any useful interest.

Familiarity attracts interest. We have just said that
e conpletely new situation is less useful as a learning aid

than one containing elements of familiarity. Iittle children
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delight in hearling familiar stories over and over. They

are asquainted with the chavasters and the plaoes. All seen
like old friends. People in our churches love to sing old
femiliar songs and %o hear familiar Bible stories, especlally
Auring the festival seasons. A news paper story interests
us when we xnow some of the people, the places, or the events
involved. The familiar items make the new meaningful. In
teashing a lesson a teacher can do a better job if he is
able to attach new material to eireumstances, places, or
people with which his learners are familiar,.

Having secured the attention of the learnmer and as-
sured him that there will be suffigient n&velty and vital-
ity to keep him interested, we have gone a long way in set-
tins up a good teaching situation. Char-les Russell su;gests
another approsch to the problem of gaining and holding the
interest and attention of the learner., He describes it in
the words, "the want of a ohild." He defines "went" as
"thot set or attitude on the part of the child thut deter-
mines his own satisfaction with the result of the response.“8
It is the work of the teasher to inject into the teaching
situation as meny desirable wants as possible to maintain
the attention and interest of his pupils. -°

The teacher's problem of coreating the necessary "wants"
is made elear with a simple analogy used by Russell on page
five of the work just refered to aboves A ehild's hunyer

for food might be the "want" of a learning situation. He

8., Charles Russell, Teaching Tomqrrow, Dede
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eats becavse he wants foode. So & ohild learns that for
which he has a desire of want. Sometimes the child's de-
sire for food does not £it into the patterm of good nutri-
tion and diet. The chlild must be taught to want food that
is good for him., He must be mnde to desire it and accept
it as the thing he needs and thus oreate a "want" for the
nroper kind of food. Only then will he learn %o eat it.
In education a person learns only that whisch he wants %o
learne It is %the Jjob of the teacher to create in the life
of his pupils "wants" that can be supplied only with good
education. The application of this principle to the teaching
of doctrine is quite simple. Io one will actually learn
any Christien doctrine untlil he has sensed a living Want
for it.

Approaching education in this way Russel has another
definition for what we called interest. He defines in-
terest as:

A feelins that accompanies learning ani becomes a

part of it. When one shows an interest in something,

that interest is in reality the feeling that one has

with respect to it. It is something that draws the
learner to the learning, that helps the learner to

find the learning and that satisfies him when the learn-

ing is accomplished. In a real sense interest is that

which determines the immediate readiness of an individual
to do something as well as that which detcrmines the
worth of a thing done. o . Interest is not static but
moving, not inert but aslive, not merely existing but

developing, not indefinite or vague, but definite and
distincte.

The amount of "want" that a learmer will sense in a

teaching situation, or the amount of interest that he will

9. Ibide pe 21.
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have in it is almost entirely determined by his previous
experience and his interpretation of the learning situation
in the light of his previous experience. A given situa=-
tion has meaning only to the extent to which a learner can
connect it with his previous experiences. This is really
a repetition of what we called "learmed faciors of atten=
tion." A boy whose father is an englineer for a railroad
company will, because of his association with his father and
his father's work, take more interest in & unit of school
work on transportation because 1t has meaning to him. A
man who has Just expericenced serious doubts about the love
of Cod toward him will have a certain form of interest in a.
discussion of prayer that would never come to him if his
experience had not provided a certain 'meaning' for the sub=-
ject. The more experiences that a man has the more apt is
he to have a wide variety of interests. The more a teacher
is able 4o know ond draw on these experiences of his lear-
ners, the more apt is he to conduct a class that is interest-
ing, meaningful, and really effective as far as tesching is
concerned.

Russell suggests three steps for a teacher who wishes
to control the interests of the people in his olass.

The first step in the control of these interests is

throush insuring that pupils have cxperiences, not merely

gain a superficial knowledge of facts. « . second. . .

consists of making the facts, or experiences, real and

personals. « o third. « . making the objectives for the

learning of the facts (gained by experience) olear, of

laying the ground for the appreciation of the oh:eg&ives
or of making an objeastive that can be appreciated.

10. Ibid. p. 28,



22

fn cormection with this discussion we might mention a
law of learnin: that is reaily & simple statement of all
we have said above. It is the law that in teaching one must
alweys proceed from the known to the uniknowne.

We might also mention another psychological factor
which VWoodworth has called "mental set".ll This is a "seleo-
tive factor, a factor of advantage.” An illusitration of
mental set in action might be found in the activities of a
man who is given & list of words for which he is to provide
the opposites., e is given such terms as day, light, white.
Immediately he responds with night, dark, black. ZEvidently
there is little intense thinking on his part yet he quiekly
and accurately gives his answer. Somehow his mind was
ceared to thinkings in terms of opposites and he irmeidately
eliminated from his thinkings any terms such as red, grey,
mid-day, snd so forth, because they simply did not f£it into
the picture. This mental set is useful when we think of
tesehing becsuse a mind that is set on getting certain things
out of a lecson is less apt to be led astray than a person
who comes to the class and listens hap-hazardly, without any
soncern shout getting anything out of the lesson.

Mueh of the knowleige that a teacher must convey to
his learmer must be set forth in words. Obviously, it is
most important that language be carefully chosen. Tanguage
must be absolutely clear. - Lt must be meaningful. Clear

language is that which is unmistakable in its meaninge

1l1. Robert S, Woodworth, Psychology, A Study gg_ﬂental Life,
Pe 382, e
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There dare never be any ambiguity.

The high rurpose of langusge is to som unicate meaning.
Vhatever impedes that service, no matter how dscorative,
is an abomination. Clarity is the writer's and speaker's
first commandment. It says with august finality, "Thou
shalt have no other gods before me",

Feaningful langnage is that which has significance to
the hearer or reader because of his own experience, It
must never occur to the listener th-t he does not quite
understond what the speaker has said or that he doubts whether
or not he has understood him correctly. Any words that are
not meaningful to the hearer will not only fail to bring
him a messcge bui are also apt to throw him comnletely off-
track a8 far as followin: the thought of the speaker is con-
cerncd.

Concreteness is equally important. It is closely re=-
lated to meaningfulness. Its importance in speaking and
writing is well espressed by Luccocke.

Running through one's writing, no matter what the sub-

ject or mood, there must be the "gritty concreteness"

of the specific word and idea, instead of the vague

general word. Such specific quality gives traction for

the mind, as sand on_a slippery pavement gives traction
for feet and wheels.lZ2.

Anything that is well taught is apt to be well retained.
There are, however, & few thoughts that we might keep in
mind if we are particularly interested in what hearers remem-
ber. Robert Gault has a useful comment on memory.

We grapple actively with the material to be learnmed

and our power to remember is directly proportional to
the depth of penetration which attention achieves.

12. Halford E, Luccock. In the Minister!s Workshop, p.134§
130 Ibido po 189. i
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Ve must agree, of course, that some kinds of material

offer more assistance to the attentive activity than

others, so that effectiveness in memorizing is condi-
tioned by the nature of the subject matter as well as
by the intensity and duration of attention.l4

Oliver says that "within limits, we remember what we
want to remember. Any actual motivation is an attention
getter and memory fixer."1® In keeping with these thoughts,
the ideas expressed under the subjects of attention and in-
terest are pertinent. Subjeect matter that is vital, that
supplies a definite "want" of the learmer is very apt to
be remembered, Anything that is to be remembered just for
the sake of remembering is soon bound to slip away. <*his
is particularliy true of statistical or factual material
presented without any attempt to make them vital or per-
sonally significant to the learmer,

The matter of wenting to remember something and the
bearing of this attitude on what is rcmembered is illus-
trated by Wooldworth whenhhe says:

Tnact o little scene before a oclass of students who

do not suspect that their memory of the affair is la-

ter to be tested, and you will find that thelr memory
for many facts that were before their eyes is hazy,
absent, or positively false.l®
We attempted to test this fastor of learning as we analyzed
some of the questionnaires used in this thesis.

The time element in an adequate teaching situation is

important. There must be sufficient time for a clear pre-

gsentation of the lesson material and sufficient periods for

14. Robert Gault, Op. Cit., DP. 229=230.
15. Robert T, Oliver, The Psychology of Persuasive

Speech « 214,
é.pRobert Se Woodworth, Op. Cite, p. 347.
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the repetition and review necessary to insure proper reten-
tion of the material and for testing the ability of the lear-
ner to exersise jud; mentis based on what he has learned.

Environment ought to be suitable for learning. Class-
rooms ought %o be cheerful, cleén, and well lighted. <There
should be nothing that would make the learner feel unhanpy,
erowded-in, or uncomfortable while he is in his class.

This is most important if the teacher wishes to secure the
attention of his learners and to maintain it without & great
deul of unnecessary effort.

Teacher and learmer must have a feeling of friendli-
ness toward one another. Any sort of tension caused by
feelinss of unfriendliness, strangeness, or misunderstanding
will be distracting and create unnecessary barriers which
will prevent a teacher from making a live contaet with the
thinking of his pupilse.

our final though in cornestionnwith the requirements of
a good teaching situation concerns the teacher. He must
have a very elear understanding of his aim in teaching any
specific lesson. If an instructor wishes to tecch the class
the importsnce of a certain industry in the lives of Ameri-
can people, this aim will guide the teacher in the selection
of his facts, illustrations, questions and teachin; ailds.
This aim will help him to cull out all material that will
not contribute toward this and evn though it might be in-
teresting in itself, in this particular lesson such material
would do no more than to distract from the central point

of the instruction and lead only to sonfusion. .
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These prineiples which we have been disscussing in the
previous prrasraphs apply to any form of religious instruc-
tion, including the teaching of Christian doctrine in the
weekly sermon. At this point of the thesis we 4o not con-
sider the particular problems that go with the teaching of
Christian dostrine in the preaching situation. .Thase pro=-
blems are reserved for a later disoussion.

There are certain diffieulties inherent in the preaching
situation. The first of these is the fsct that the prea-
cher has a mixed group of people facing him every Sunday
morning. People of every ase group and of every walk of
1ife are listenin- to his sermon. “ome of them have had
much religious experience, others are newly confirmed adults,
or perhaps they are in a church for the first time in their
lives. Ve said that to do a good job of teaching one rust
proceed from the !mown to the unknovm. The preach:r's audi-
ence on & Sunday morning is made up of people who have had
such a variety of experiences that not everything he says
will be xnown to all without going into extremely elementary
matters nor will everything be unknown to all without discus-
sing matters entirely beyond the experiences of many.

The situstion is not a hopeless one by any means. If the
preacher attempts to make his message vital and personal it
will find many eager listeners. The fact that his audience
is such a mixed group of people will forse the preacher %o
be very carcful not to slight any of his hearers.

The time element im a preaching situation is a grave
problem. People today have difficulty listening to a ser-

mon over 25 minutes. . The problem lies in the fact that for
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meny people this is the only time that they get any religious
instruction at all and then they do not oomé to get this 1&-
struction regularly. Any plammed program of preaching is
weakened for the individucl hearer as longas he does not
make a point of attending these services regularly. <*he
only solution to this prdblem is the developmént of an ade=
quate program of education for adults.

Preaching is set into a service of worship in which
the peoplé are not always set for a learﬁing experience.
Th :r are busy with their singing and p»raying and hearing
often not expesting to learm anything froh their listening
%o the sermon. It is true that we hear people constantly
talking about whether or not they "got something out of the
sermon.” What this some thing is, is hard to tell. Per=-
haps its just an emotional thrill or the satisfaction of
hearing some one else being scolded or some pleasant diver-
sion from their usual forms of thinking during thec week.
The desire to "get momething out of the sermon"™ doces not
necessarily mean the desire to learn something. Here the
preacher must have o general program of teao@ing in which
his people will actually learn %o look for something useful
in the sermon. He must teasch his people to listen. In any
glven sermon he must oreate in the minds of the people the
will to learn, the mental set necessary for the hearer %o
seleot from the sermom those things that f£it his own 1life,
and the wants that will make a sermon vital and important
so that the hearer will simply want to get it and use it,

In'any teaching situation the teacher is very apt to
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become the center of attraction. He controls the entire preo-
gram, This 1is oertainly not good for teaching. The instruc-
tor should be only a gulde to lead his learmers to knowledge
and understending. The center of any teaching situation
should be the life of the learner and everything else must
oontribute to its development. A preacher finds himself in
this position much more than any instructor. He is set off
from the people. No one dare talk to him during the sermon,
He wears a special garb. The people wateh him to see how
he conducts himself at the altar and in the pulpit, They
listen to his preaching and admire his oratory and learning.
Because prenchers know that people want thelr preacher to be
a dignified man who can oconduct himself properly at the altar
and they want him to be a fluent and persuasive speaker,
preachers soon find themselves worrying about themselves and
not about the lives of the people whom they are to serve.
The solution to this lies in the preasher himself. le must
have in his mind a clearly defined aim., In general it must
be to create and nourish spiritual life in his hearers.
Specific aims will be determined by his sermon. If this be-
comes the power behind his preaching he will soon be able %o
convince his hearers that he and his actions are not the im-
portant thing but rather what he has to say and what 1% is
supposed to do to those who are listening to him,.

Another difficult; applies to rgllglonﬂ education in
general, Our people are living in a world in whioch people
are trying to impress upon them new ideas of every ktnﬁ and
by every possible method. The radio, news paper, and moving
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pioture are filled with new ideas, all trying to be different

and original. T
The competition of ideas that results from this situa-
tion brings about grotesque forms of presentation and
advertising, by means of which people try to satch our
attention and to entice our will, You have to be ori-
ginal at any price, if you wish ig be sure not to be
overlooked or to be listened to. ;

The preacher must compete with these things on Sunday morn-

ing. The minds of his hearers are dulled to anything except

what is startlihg. new or original. Pinser .complains that

our preachers have tried to hold their people by the same

means of attracting attention used by the world, They have

tried to show how the Gospel fits into modern psychology,

how it has been constantly supported by historical research,

These are apologetic efforts, and astually declare to the

people that Christianity is unable to subsist on its owm

18

grounds. our preachers must never forget that they are

handling a tool that gets its power from: the oﬁorgtion of tﬁe
Holy Spirit. It needs no‘apology. only a vital and personal
presentation.

Dooctrine as a subject for teaching has itg own pitrqlls.f
It scems that both people and preachers have taken for granted
that doctrine is dry. As a result people nerve themselves
for a session of dull disertation as eoonraa they hear that
some doctrine 1is going to be diaoussea and the pruudherl re=-
sort to findings of archaeology texta and sermoh illustra-

tions in order to make their dootrinal sermons more ultcroatm

or they go into the detail that fits only into a olass in '

dogmatios or history of dogma. Academio diacutalonn 1nwblvill

solentifie definition and find distinotion certainly are
T750tto A. Piper, Op. Cite, De 62e
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necessary for a complete system of dogmaties, But they
cannot be used to oreate life in spiritually dead people.

Vie take heed lest theology turn into a disinterring of
the dead past instead of the living expression of the
solence of God for a present world, and lest the exposie
tion of the text should become a lifeless resort to come
mentary repetitions instead of the opening 3f windows
into the mcaning of bUod's Word for today. 1 .

Probably the greatest 4ifficulty in presenting doctrine
to people is the faot that we must use languoge that is some-
times foreign to the experiences of people., Words like sin,
repentance, justification, wxath of God, the devil, all ocarry
a tremendous amount of spiritual meaning, meaning that must
some how or the other be conveyed to the mind of the hearer,

Oour primary diffioculty is getting people to understond.
what we gre talking ahout. This is a real problem,

for our modern generation has practically no religious
vocabulary at all, which pcrmits us to take 1little for
grented., We are constantly defeating ourselves by using
terms which to us are commonplace, but to our hearers
are so much Greek. When we use theological words, we
get nowhere unless we stop to define them, not once but
over and over again. _Here a little, there a little;
precept upon preoapt.lg

our ochursch sudiences are familiar with many of the words
whioch we use 'in our sermons but they are not among the words
used by the laymen in their every day lives. A Catholic lay-
man has expressed his thouchts on this matter very well.
There is a body of prayer-book words, many of which
push their way into sermons, words which help the man wh
who uses a prayer book feel that religion belongs €8~
pecially to Sunday, words that are sometimes referred

to as the lunguace of devotion. « « Yot here are words
taken from the book,(Mass Book of the Paulists) when

18, Paul ILindberg, "Improving Your Preaching Teshnigque™, -

Op. Cit o 12,
= 15:.0£oar F. Creen, "The Three Faotors in Preaching®,

Religion in ILife, Vol. XIII, No. 4, (Autumn, 1944) p. 578«
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they wot Imvo the mind of the layman, are prompily
atorod in his Sundey vosrhularye (Hers follows a
lori - ilst of suoh words.) The most unlearned peraon
that seats himeelf in a pew knows many of those
vords, but no g dinary leyman adopts them for his
every day uses v

In attenptin: o solve ths problem we might first roe
member the fact that as far as the listoner is cone rned,
"rellglous words ¢o not make & sermon". That is ot le-st the
case with most peoples “ome peonle znd probably many preae
chers frel that they are mishandling holy things when they
use the larn;we e and life of the strset to express the
tiuthe of the Vord of Code They besore & sleve 10 the ro-
iigious words whioh actuallr me'rn noth mg to them or %o
thelr heovere Atkinson rsives goud advise when he suggests
that "in his owm flold, the lay speaker, afteor considering
the diffisulities, udupts o simple rule: Use the words with

which the lietqnep thlnﬁs.“gl

T,oouing at the sermon, the guestion mey be asked, "If
the discourse is unierstocd, what dilference does 1t
make whether the ordinary laymen would use such words
in his everyday espocoh?” The 4lfferense is that you
nae lictenlns more dif7isult. %“hen you use, as far as
poosinle, the words with which we think, we follow you
ensily. ‘hon you throw in words that we understend

but do not use, we follow you less easilye And whon
you give us a heavy dose of the words which ugzmeraly

underst nd, we et tired and stop listening.

It is true that th ro are sertain spiritual ideas that
simrly are not expres-ed in the words used in our everyday
lansunsee Piper has s helpful swygestion on this score.

The remedy for this evil (words whish people do not
T 20, UYB-Ten Atkinson, How to Make Us Hintelonr Sermonm,

P60, ‘
2le Iblde Deble
22, 1010 11.63.
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understand.) cannot be found in the Church's giving

up these terms. The only cure that I can see will be

e vivid description of the faots whioh are dencted by

these words. We have to show that these ;reat terms

are not merc portions of a system of thought, but indi-

cations of realities whiesh we all experience in our

lives. We oan learn a lot about this manner of pre-

sentation when we study the sermons and writings of

the reformers,29

In the same connection Piper condemns the "recommenda-
tion of a 'modern terminology' as a disgulsed atiempt to
get rid of the disquieting presence of the divine reality.”

Closely connected with the thoughts of the previous
paragsrapns is the faot that in general people have a very
limited experience with certain dootrinal conceptss The
idess of the power and love of Yod, the atoning work of Jesus,
the fact that the ©ible is the Word of Uod, ar: constantly
brought to the minds of the listeners and they probably do
a good bit of thinking about these ideas. However, on the
doctrines like that of the angles, the second coming of
Christ, and similar topics their experiemce is limited. To
preach these doctrines effectively the preacher must be
sure to meke them vital and show his hearers that these things
have real méaning to the man of Yod,.

The theology of the Bible moves about a few simple, fun-
damental facts. Theée faots must be emphasized over and

over again. Because preachers think them to be stale, they

" resort to every sort of triek to dress them up for a new and

original appearsnce. The result is that preachers hide
the dootrine so that 1t cannot possibly acocomplish its

23, Otto Piper,.Opa Cit., Pe 62
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purposes because they have forgotten what doctrine is sup=-
posed to do. Christian doctrine is literally the "bread
of 1life" and as such it is food for which there is a csraving
and need in the lives of hcarers, This need can be supplied
only if the pre:scher uses "plain talk". Language does not
have to be garnished bubt simply kept alive.

A final thousht in this chapter on the difficulties of
doctrinal preaching concerns the preacher himself. Iueccock
tells us that

Another cause of obscurity is that the writer is him-

gelf not quite sure of his meaning. He has a2 vague

impression of what he wants to say, but has not, either
from the lack of mental vower or from laziness, exactly
formulated it in his mind and it is naiural enough that
he should not find a precise expression for a cunfused
idea. ‘?his is due largely to the faet that ggny wri-
ters think not before, but after they write. :
This lack of understanding goes down to the basic concepts
of Christian doctrine. Preachers can often quote the proof
texts and the dogmatic statements involving Christian doc-
trine but fail to see that they are living, dynamic truths.
They fail to see their implications for every day living.
The only solution %o this problem is study of the Scriptures
themselves and literslly living with the people whom the
preacher wants to serve. <The preacher can then begin to
do a good Job of teaching doctrine in his sermons.

All preaching must some how bring Christ to the

people. Failure to remember this has caused preachers to

become too much concerned about their sermon as such and

how he is going to make his people listen to ite In order

24. Halford B, Iuccook, Op. Cit., De. 187.
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to give life and meaning to his dlscourse the preacher re-
sorts to rel:ting personal eprrienogs. In order to make
his sermon stand up before saholarly oriticism, he employs
all the art of fine writing and exposition that he knows,
He uses gll the tricks of persuasive oratory. The result
is that the sermon and the preacher have become the big
thing.

The more passionately we speak of ourselves, the grea-
ter will be the danger of indunoing our hearers to fol-
low us and to imitate our method of witnessing rather
than to embrace Christ. Yet this wrong view is adop=-
ted not only ‘hen we point constantly to our spiritual’
experiences, but also when we try to win people by

the artificial devices of our sermoms. I do not mean
thereby that our witness can be effective without per-
sonal experience, nor do I want to advocate carcless-
ness in the preparation and negligence in the presen-
tation of our witness. HBut everything must be sud-
ordinated to tEg object itself, which is our Lord
Jesus Christ.

As a concluding suggestion to this chapier Abkinsom ; @
gives us an excellent bit of advice.

The members of your congregation have not the trained
minds of seminarians or ciergymen, and when you pressh,
you would do better probably to assume that clearness is
rather difficult. You ocan test the matter, if you wish
by handing one of your sermons to your barber, or your
news. vender, or your letier carrier. When he has had
ample time to read it and think it over, as him what he
gets out of it. lany & time the author, after writing
an advertisement that seemed to him perfectly olear,26
has had that impression correoted by the office boye.

25. O0tto A. ?iper. 920 cit.'. Pe 62.
26, 0'Brien Atkinson, Ops Yit., De 59e
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Chapter III
Measuring the Effectiveness of Doctrinal Preaching g
Teachers have resorted to measuring devices in order to

determine the effectiveness of thelr teaching program. The
tests used as measuring devices are intended to uncover the
weaknesses in teaching methods, short-comings in the subject
chosen for teaching, and improper study habits of the pupils,
Probably the most valuable use of testing devices is for

the purpose of review and and as an aid in guidance programss
A good testing program is very helpful in making a teacher
aware of the tremendous problems that he must solve if he
wishes to do a good job of teachinge. Preaqhers would do well
to adopt a system of measurement to determine thc effe:ztive-
ness of their preaching. They will readily admit that preach
ing is no simple Job, but without actually going throush the
experien:e of seeing how and why a certain preaching job

has actually failed to register with certain hearers on a
Sunday morning, preachers will hardly be moved to action in
seeking more effestive preaching methods.

Measurement is a highly seientific skill requiring ex-
perience and tecinical knowleige. Lt is the purpose of this
chapter to set down a few of the commonly accepted principles
of testing and measurement which qpply to the preaching of
Christian doctrine. |

our first problem in developing a good testing program
of this nature is that of finding a representative group of
people. If any general conclusions are to be drawn from the
results of a questionnaire they must reflect a reasonably

representative section of the people to whom these principles
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are to be applied. In this experiment we have sought to cover
as many people as possible, Therefore we have included
people of the age groups ranging from 12 to_65 years, We
have people with varying educational backgrounds, family
basckgrounds, and with varying degsrees of experience in re-
ligious educationg congregationalractlvity, and years of
church membership. Although these catagories do not in-
clude the people who are not yet members of the congrego-
tion but who do comé to hear us preach, the conclusions and
problems uncovered in the experiment will also apply to
these people.

For our principles of testing we shall follow the suge=

gestions found in the book, leasurement and Tvaluation in

the Elementary School, by ilarry A. Green, Albert FH., Jor-
gensen, and J. Raymond Gerberich. :
Validity is the first cfiterion of a good test. "The
validity of an examination depends upon the effigiency with
which it measureé what 1t attempts to measure.“l In this
experiment the questionnaire is intended to measure the ef-
feativeness of a specific preaching Jobs. It is not iptended
that the questionnaire reveal the understanding that people
have of certain dootrines although this will naturally be
revealed. The point in this experiment is simply, "Did the
hearer understand and rcmember what was said in this specific
sermon?“' The validity of the questionnaire depends upon

how well it supplies an answer to this questlon.

1. Harry A. Green, Ope Cite Pe 53.
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"A test must be used with pupils who possess the proper
intellectual maturity and background of experience for tak-
ing the tost if it is to possess valldlty."® 211 of the
people who were asked to answer the questionnaires heard the
sermon upon which they were based.

| "Tests cannot correctly be described as-valid in gene
eral terms, but only in co'nection with their intended use
and at the intended ability level of pupils.“5

A seaona.consLderation is that of the reliability of
a test. "A test is sald to be reliable when it functions
gonsicstently. The reliability of an examination depends
upon the efficiency with which & test measures what it does
measure."® This factor of reliability is a part of the
validity of the test. A test that is valid is certainly
réliable because to‘be valid it must measure what it does
measure. However, a test may be a very efficient measure-
ment of what it does measure smd still not measure what it
intends to measuree. Sueh a test would be reliable but would
not be valid. Applied to this experiment the gquestionnaires
used might be reliable in so far as they test the people's
understanding of the dostrines covered in the test. They
are valid only if they also test the people's understanding
of the doctrines preached 'n the sérmon and thus reveal the

effectiveness of the preaching in bringing them across to

the hearers. Aotually this is what the tests "attemrted

2. Ibid,
3. Ibid.
4, Thide. pe 6l
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to measure” and to the extent that they measured efficiently,
they are not only reliable but also valid.

"Adequecy 1s the degree to which a test samples suf-
ficiently widely that th: resulting scores are representative
of.the relative total performence in the areas measured."?
In th1ls particular experiment adequ oy of tﬁe tests will be
determined by the extent to which they sample the hearer's

understaniing and memnory of the doctrinal clements of the

sermon wnich make up the "areas measured". An adequate test

would also have %o inglude a sufficlently large number of
people revresenting a single catagory so that the results
would actually be indicative of the trends of the catagory
tested. The importance of adequacy in the experiment of
this thesis lies in the faet that the more adequately the
questionnaires have czovered the areas measured, the more
complete and useful will be the results.

Objeectivity facilitates the scoring of tests and makes
the scoring more reliable because it eliminates the opinion,
bias, or judgment of the person scoring 1t.5 Objectivity
is not altogether without its weakneéses. The fact that only
one answer ean be given to a certain question makes it easier
for the teacher to decide whether or not the writer of the
test has gotten the answer to this question right or not
since it is = simple case of either-or. However, unless the
writer of the test has a chance to explain the reason for
his snswer when he is in doubt about the choice which he

xnows will be counted as right, he will probably give the

5. Ibid. p.64d.
6. IDId. Pe66e
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"right" answer without really understanding why he does so
or without really feeling that he has given what in his own
mind is the right answer. It is also possible in an object-
ive test that the simple fact that the writer of the test
has given an "incorrect"™ answer, the corrector of the test
will get the impression that the one who took the test is
completely wrong in his thinking on the given item when
actually if the proposition had been placed before him in
an essay type question, he might have ravealed much more know-
ledge of the subject than is evidenced by his "wrong" ans-
wer on the objective test. This criticism applies only where
the questions involved an exercise of Judgment or applioca-
tion of a prineinsle and not simple facts that require no
mental activity other than remembering a few data.

The last general quelification of a ¢ood test as sug=-
gested by Greene is that of utilitye. "A test possesses
utility to the degree that it satisfactorily serves a defi-
nite need in the situation in which it is used."? The utili-
ty of the tests used in this thesis will be det rmined by
the extent to which they contribute to the purposes of the
thesis which is to make the experimenter aware of the problems
involved in good doctrinal preaching.

In general, tests may be classified as being of the re=-
eall or recognition types. Recall tests are those which de=
mand that the writer depend entirely upon himself for fur-
nishing the correct answer. Fill-in, completion, and simple

recall tests are of this variety. Recognition forms are

7. Ibid. sDe 71.
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those which expect the writer to recognize the prorer answer
from two or more alternatives. Baslc forms of this type of
test are the alternate-response, multiple-choice and matching
tests,

The recognition type of test is usually the more appeal-
ing to those who are not accustomed to taking tests beomuse
it eliminates the nececsity of searching for words to ex-
press their ideas and is therefore probably less likely to
consume much time on the part of the one taking the test.
Because of the fact that the questionnaires are rather'long
and aléo that most of the people would probably have had
Aifficulty in finding words to express thelr thinking in.a
recall type of test, the recognition form has been used ex=-
clusively. Recognition forms also economize on tpe amount
of space ne:zessary for a oomplete test.

Alternate-response tests are not without their short-
comings. The fact that it seems quite an easy thin: to con=-
struct them is frequently delusive. The popular complaint
of those takings this type of test is that "the question can
be answered both ways." And the more intelligent the person
is who takes the test and the more conversant he is with
the subjeet involved, the more apt is he to see all the impli-
cations of giiing an elther-or answer. Thus he is apt to
either miss the question altogether because he has been led
away from the ceﬁtral point of the qﬁastion-by his thinking
or else he will answer the question with serious doubts in
his mind about whether he has answer:zd it correctly or not.

This possibility of ambiguity has boen considered an inherent
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weakness of thls type of test.® Another oriticlsm of the
alternate-response questions is the fact that often the
statements ar: dlrect quotations from the text book with a
single word added or deleted to make the question right or
wron;e Writers of the test mi ht be tempted to rely on a
"photographic memory" of thisitem in the text book and ans-
wer the question on the basis of this memory without con-
sidering the implications of their answer.

If alternate-response tests are constructed to avoid
ambiguity as much as possible, they are very useful. "They
ean be used in testin~ popular misconceptions and unfounded
beliefs in the science and social studies areas."® This
is exactly the use to whish these questions have been put
in this studye.

We find suggestions for constructing objective tests
and for constructing alternate-response tests in the
volume quoted throughout this chapter. In general these
suggestions are self-explanitory so we shall present them
in a body and follow them by any explanation that might be
necessary in applying them to the problems under considera-
tion in this study.

General Suggestions for Constructing ObjJective Items 1°$

1. Rules governing good language expression should be

observed.

2, Difficult words should be avolded,

3. Textbook wording should be avoided.

4, Ambiguities should be avoided.
5. Items having obvious answers should not be used,

8. Ibid. Pe 174,
9. Ibid. Pe 175
10, Tbid. Ppe 188 = 189,
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6« Clues and suggestibns should be avoided.
74 Items which can be mnswered by intelligence alone
should not be included. i
8o Quagtitgtlve rather than qualitative words should be
9. 3:32% words should not be.employed;
10s" Items should not be inter-related,
1l. Response positions should preferably be aligued,
Suggestion seven about "items which can be answered
by intelligence :lone should be avoided™, bears explana;
tion. Such a question would be one which any one with nor-
mal experiences could answer without having any knowledlge
of the subjest area being tested.s In the sctting of this
thesis a question such as "Does God went people to do good
worke?" would be an example. Any one with average religious
experience could answer this question. It would require a
knowledge of the information discussed in the second ser-
mon to'answer the question, "Whut Goes God call a good work?®
In suggestion ten the "inter-related items" are sush as
depend upon th: correct answer of one single item for their
own correctness. Thet is to say, 1f there are a nimber of
questions so closely related that if the writer of the
test gets the first in the serles correct, he need only make
the rest of his answers consistent with the first answer to
make them all correct.

Suggestions for Constructing Alternate-Response Itemsll

1. Double negatives should be avoided.

2. Statements which are part true and part false should
not be used. ;

3. "Specific determiners” should be used sparingly and

carefullye.
4, Answers gﬁould be required in a highly objective form.

11, Ibid. pp. 192-193.
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5. Approximately an equal number of true and false

statements should be used.

Ces Random occurence of true and false statements

should be employed.

The "s-ecific determiners" mentioned in the third suge
gestion are such wovds as always, never, etc. Usaally
such words male o statement false and make the gquestion of
less value for diagnostic purposes. If properly used,
these words san be helpfule "hen the insertion of such a

determine» makes of & statement the popular misconception

held by most peonle, it has much value. The specifie

deterniner has been used this way in some of the questions

used in this studye



Chapter iV
The Pilot Test
A, History of Experiment !

We called the first sermon and questionngire a pilot
test. Its first purpose wds to determine whether it is
at all possible (o measure the effectivemess of preaching
by a testing program of this nature. Other than the sermon
notes some pastors have asked of their classes for confirma-
tion, the experimenier is unaware of any attempt to measure
the effectiveness of preaching by means of tests. :

Assuming that it is possible to set up such a testing
program, the second purpose of this pilot test is to uncover
some of the pit-falls in constructing and administering
such tests., The results were used in setting up the ques-
tionnaire whisch made up the chief test administered at a
later date.

As far as possible this pilot test was also to contri-
bute to the discussion of the general problem of this thesis,
the effestiveness of preaching for the purpose of teaching
Christian doctrine.

The sermon was a discussion of a very general themof
"Jesus, the VWater of Llfe.* It was intended to present to
the hearers a clearer understanding of such questions as,
"What is spiritual 1ife?" "What does it mean to be spiritu-
ally dead?" "How does & man remain spiritually alive?" The
sermon was based on the aszount of Jesus and the Samaritan

woman found in the Gospel of John, chapsr 4.
The sermon was preached on the third Sunday after Epi-

phany, January 26, 1947. It was preached at the 8:00 o'clook
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and 9:30 0'Clock servisces of the congregation whioh had
been served by the experimenter as an assistant pastor for
the past nine months. The sermon reached asudienses totaling
about 350 people.

The senior cholr sang at the early service., Each meme
ber received a cony of a questionnaire before the service.
Those members of the cholr who had other members of the
family present in the service or who would be present in the
second service also took questionnaires for these people.
Fifty-five questionnaires were distributed of which 34 were
returned.

The questionneire wes made up in two seoctions. The
first asked for general background information on the per-
son taking the test. It included questions on the age,
sex, education, religious education, activity in congrega=-
tional prograns, and family background., This information
was used in looking for sorrelations between the success
in writing the test on the sermon end the background of the
person answering the guestions.

Opportunity was also given for the people to express
their opinions on preaching in the ahurch in general, on
their own reactions to the speeific sermon in question,
and oriticisms that they nhad $o make on ths sermon.

The final secticn of the questionnaire included nine ques-

tions based on the sermom. They were multiple-choice ques-
tions. In the options after the statements %o be completed,
a number of popular miscongeptions were included. This was

done to determine whether or not the preacher had been
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successful in correscting these ideass
Be Sermon for the Pilot Test

Jesus, the Water of Life
John 4, 5 - 14

Ae As we go through our Catechisms and read our Bibles and

hear the sermons preached in chureh on Sundays, we
hear many words that we only hear when we speak of religi-
ous thinss. There are words like righteousness, holiness,
the omnipotence of God, sin, and many others. To a man who
hesn't studied them, these words mean nothing. ©“ometimes
we forget ourselves whalt they mesn., There are some words
that we use in our prayers and hear about in sermons that
are even rather strange $o us. One of these words is "spi-
ritual life". TMow many of us really know what we are talking
about when we usec the words "spiritual life"? We say that
it is the life of a Christian. But what is different about
spiritual life and just plain ordinary life that every one
has, whether he is a Christian or not?2

B. Spiritual life is really the life of a man's soul. It

has to do with a man and God. You recall the story of
creation. GCod made man out of the dust of the ground. And
then God breathed into man's body the breath of life. Now
that was something very special. God didn't do that to the
animals and birds. But God took man and breathed into him
the breath of life. The breath of life was the spirit of God.
God placed Himself into man., He began living in man.

C. As long as “od wes living in man and was causing wan %o
act, man hed what the Bible calls the image of God.
Some of us have learned to say that the image of God was
perfect righteousness and true holiness. lian knew what God
wanted him to do and man did it. NMan aid it actually be=-
cause God was in him doing it. When Adan said anything to
fve he said it in the way that God wented him to say it.
There was never any unkindness in his words, there was ne-
ver any sort of jealousy or thoughtlessness. ir’1jlen Adam and
IEve did their work in the garden of Tden they didn't com-
plain., They didn't even think of work as being anyihing un-
pleasant. They worked hard. They worked efficiently.
They worked cheerfully. So actually man was made 1n the
image of Cod because everything man did was done by God
and God is holye.

De Now this spiritual life, this living of the spirit oft
God in man, doesn't just keep om living by itself. I
has to be kept going. Just like a 1ittle baby has to have
food. It is very mueh alive when it comes into the world
but he won't stay alive all the time without nourishmenta
It's the same way with flowers. The seeds can sprout anit e
the plant can grow only as long as it has water to keep a .
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E.. Adam and ¥ve had to keep this spiritual 1life going in
themselves too. It wouldn't stay by itself. They kept

God in thelr lives by sticking close to Him. They had to
say constantly, "God, stay close to us. Stay in our lives.
dJork in us so that we do our work and our talking and even
our thinkin- as you would have it done." As long as %tHey
were willing to keep Cod in themselves, everythins was all
rightes They kept themselves spiritually alive.

Fo One day Satan came to see Adam and Tive. He approached

hve and asked, "Did Cod say that you shouldn't eat of
every tree in the garden?" Nlve told hin, "We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden but of the tree that is in
the middle of the ~arden, God told us, 'You shall not eat
of Lt, neither shall you touch it, or you will die.'" And
then Satan very slyly tells Lve, "You surely won't die."
"God knows that when you eat of that tree you will have
your eyes opened, you will be like gods, knowing good and
evil,.,"

Ge With these words Satan had done his works Eve looked

at the tree and it looked good to her., And then the
idea of being like pods sounded very ftempting %o her. The
very minute she began to think those words, God was gone.
God didn't make her think that way. She had decided that she
could divoree herself from Gode. +~he could go out on her own.
Adam é¢1d the same thing. He knew that Cod didn't want them
to eat of that tree. But they did. Now they were both dead.-
Goll wasn't living in them any more. Vhen God sald that they
would die if they ate of that trece, He meant that He wouldn't
stay with them enymore. Ile would leave them and would be
gone out of their lives forever.

He. This spiritual life that was lost by Adam and Eve was

lost to their children too. From that time on not one
single person was born that had the spirit of Cod dwelling
in him. All men were dczd. And so we come to the story of
our text. The Samaritan woman was also dead. She didn't
even kxnow that she was dead. That's what Jesus was refor-
ing to when He came to her end said, "If you knew what the
gift of Cod was, you would ask me for living water." The
gift of Cod is sim 1y this spiritual life, this living of
God in people's hearts and lives. If she had had this 1life
in her she would have asked Jesus for samething to keep it
glive. She would have asked for living water. But she was
eale

I. How do we know that she was dead? All we have to do is
look st what she had been doing. Right after the words
of our text we hear Jesus talking to her about her husbands.
Yes, she had had five different husbands and now sge was
living with a man who wasn't her husband at all. She
was living in the worst kind of adultery. That was a1sign
that God wasn't living in her. When men are spiritun‘%g
alive, they can't do things like that. There was sométhing
else that shows that she wasn't spiriﬁually alive. When
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Adam and Eve lost their holiness, they didn't loose their
awareness of God. This has boen transmitted to all people.
Everyone has in his heart the idea that there is .a god of
some kind, unless, of zourse, he hss talked himself into
believing there is no god. And people also have the feel-.
ing that somethins has to be done to please this god. The
Samaritan woman thought so too. She thought that she sould
please God by doing something. There had been & long quar=-
rel between the Jews und Samaritans about where they ought

to have thelr church servises. The Jews insisted that it had
to be in Jerusalen. The Samaritans felt that they could wor-
ship on Vount Cerezim. She thought that if she could find
out which was really the right place for worship and if she
would &o thers and give alms, and so Torth, she would be

all right with Cod and that God wouldn't punish her. She
didn't even have the right idea about how to worship God.

God was pone from her. She was deade. '

Je People all over the world are dead. They are living
all around us. They are living without God. We can
gsee it in the way they aect. People are selfish. They do
things only becaus: they can get something out of it for
themselves, Teonle aren't con:erned about God. They simply
leave ITim out of thelr thinking. It doesn't consern them
at all hat God might be thinking of the things they are °
doinge People are concerned about getting together o lot of
material wealth. ‘then they have enough of that, they are
satisfied. ‘hen tiings ¢o wrong with them, they try to find
some one else to blame or they look for some sort of natural °
cause, some mistake that they rade or something that someone
did. They never stop to think that it really comes about
beeause thev have been living without God. They don't know
that they are spirituslly dead.

Ko God didn't cereate people so they would be dead. THe

didn't want it that way at all. God wanted people to
have spiritusl life. He wanted to be in them and to cause
them to 1ive holy lives, lives that would have been a oredit
to the glory and honor of the God who created theme But
now that men had cut themselves off from God, something else
had to be dome. lMen couldn't revive themselves. God
eouldn't reacnh them when they were cut off from Him. ©0
Jesus had to be sent to make right this situation. God
made Jesus available o people so they could come back to
Cod and God could come back into their lives.

Le Jesus made men at one with God again by His work of
redenption. Jesus came to sarth and 11vedujust 1%ke
men should have lived. He kept close to God. e didn t %o
or say or think anything that God didn't want Him t0. Bu
even though Jesus did live that way, He had %o suffer just
as if He had done just as men had done. Jesus had to take
on the wealmess of the body. He had to be hated by peoplg.d
Thet's a result of living without God. He had to be trga :
unjustly in court, he had to suffer the painrand disconm ort
of being on the cross with people all about Him laugg}gg Bk
Him and being nasty. But worse than that, in the middle o
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all, iIe had to suffer without God. God forsook him. God
left Him all alonees Yo matter how musch Jesus would have
prayed, God wo ldn't have listened. In these moments of
intense agony when boly and soul were in their deepest
anguish and God was gone, Jesus was redeeming the world.

He was paying the price of hell. He was literally suffering
the pains of the dammed. Ior hell is the simple and tragic
realizaetion that God is gone out of life and nothing in the
world can bring Him back anymore.

M. Actually this process is going on all over the world

right nowe. Ilen are living without Cod. GCod isn't in
them, Sut men don't know it. They pray to God. But God
doesn't hear. Someday they will realize what is wrong. They
will find out that they are cubt off from God. And they will
know that it was their own fault. Then they will have to
say with Jeus, "liy God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"
The only difference is that men will then know that it is
too late. That God is gone is their own fault. When God
left Jesus, it wasn't Jesus' fault. Jesus had to spend these
moment s without God because of us., He did it for us, so
that we wouldn't have to be without God He did it so that
Cod would come back into our lives and so that-we could come
back to God. Vhen Jesus finished fiis suffering on the cross
He cried, "It is finished". Salvation was finished. Nlow
God could come back into men's hearts and make men alive
againe Spiritusl life could at last be restored.

N. TWhen o men seb the life of God back into their hearts®

They et it back as soon as they recognize Jesus for
what He is and they are willing to take hold of Him eand ac-
gept Him as their way of salvaetion. As soon as men have
discovered that they are sctually dead and that they cannot
do anything b themselves to restore their spiritual life,
then Jesus is ready to say to them, "I am the way, the truth,
and the life. o man cometh to the Father but by Me." That
is & wonderful day in the life of Christians, when they take
hold of Jesus. It is really their second birthday because
that is the day that CGod comes back into their lives and they
are made spiritually alive. For some people that day comes
very late in fheir enrthly life. The thief on the cross next
to Jesus wasn © born anew until just & few minutes before he
died« But the minute he took Jesus as his Savior, he was
really alive againe.

Oe This spiritual life that Jesus puts back into the |
hearts of Christians has to be kept goinge It isn
something that just starts out and keeps on living by 138315‘

Remember, there is still much of the old, dead, sinful fles
let in us. We have learned that the new man, this new life
that is in us, wust daily come forth and arise in our lives

So that the old sinful part of us can be pushed out and

drowned so that it will die with all its temptations to sin.
This 1life can be kept going only by the use of Whégeizgg§ the

called livinc water. By using Him in our lives.
Samaritan wo&an to ask Him for living water. He wented her
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%0 earneotlv desire to keep the life of God in her and it
couldn't be done without Jesus

i What happens when men get the new life baok into their
hearts? This new life begins to act. 1t cause men

to move, to live. «hen the new life begins to throb in a

man's so.l, ho begins doing the will of Godi He begins %o

love Cod and to love his meighbor. He begins to be like God

" intended him to be, like God wanted Adem and Eve to bee

Qe Tow thut we are agsain the temple of the Holy Spirit be-
cause God is living in us again, we went to keep it
that way. We ant the food and water that it takes to keep
his 1life going in use To do that we rust have -daily com-
munion with God. It takes prayer. Lt takes keeping in touch
with the Vospel of Jesus because that is what creates 1life
and that is what can keep it going.

Re Jesus wasg talking to the Samaritan woman about this
very thing. He was talking to her about her soul,

about her being away from God. sSut more than that Jesus

was telling her about Himself, that everything depended

upon Him, that ie was the living water that she needed.

Today it is just tnc sance St. Peter tells us that we are

born agcain, not of corruptable seud but of incorruptable,

by the Word of “Yod, which liveth and abideth forever. That's

the only way we can ksep alive.

Se Someday this life is goins to go on by itself. Ve

won't have to worry about “he 0ld sinful flesh anyrores.
When we get to heaven God will rule our lives completely.
He will be living in us and czuse us to act just like he
wants us to and there will be nothing to take this life out
of our hearts again.

T. Spiritual life, wonderful, words gren't they? They
are quite niysterious in a waye. le don t 'understand thenm
just now or how they san be true. But we know that they
are true. We xnow that we have spiritual life and we are
glad. YMay God live in our hearts abundantly so that we
produce the fruits that must come from people in whom God
is restorins His imare of holiness and righteousness.



Ce Guestionnaire for Pilot Test

Please Till out this questionnaire as completely as you
are sble,.

D0 NOT write your name any place on any of these sheets.

How many years dld you spend in grade school high school
college e
Did you attend a Tutheran Day School? How Long .

How long have you been a member of the Lutheran Church? .
How old were you when you were confirmed? .
How long did you attend instructions for confirmation?

Are there any other members of your family belonging to
the Lutheran Church?

Father About how long? Husband How long
Mother N s o W ey
uChildren " " W SR
~ Other people in the home. .

Are you active in any of these organizations:

Mens Club Voting member of congregation.
~ Women's Guild —_Teacher in Sundey Scehool or Bible Class.
~ Walther League Other organigzations .

oung larried Peoples Society

Do you attend Bible Class or Sunday School? How often?
Do you attend church servigces re_.:fularly'?_How often? .

What did you like about the sermon you heard Sunday:
An interesting story or illustration,.
A clear explu ation of some difficult teaching of the Bible.
~ An explanation of some difficult Bible passage.
e sermon scemed to just fit your personal life.
T List anything else you may have liked about the sermon.

How did you feel after you heard the sermon?
Glad that you were a Christiane
That you would like to help some one else to become a
—'Christian-
__That you would like to have an opportunity to talk %o
some one, perhaps the pastor or teacher about something
in the sermon.
That you would like help in overcoming some problex; Iha:he
has been bothering you and was brought to your mind in
SeIrmon.
__That you would like to do more of the good things Chris-
tians ought to do. |
That you would like to ask some gquestions abouttsan:;htlggm
you didn't understand if only you had a chanoce %0 :he aem;n
List anything else that you might have felt after One
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If thgre was anything in the sermon you did not like, what
was it:

It was too longe 1t was too short.
— 1t was too hard to Understand.
T 1t was too uninteresting (You have heard zll that was said
T before,)

It didn't seem to fit any place in your life =t all.
T List anything else that didn't appeal to you:

Did you talk %o =ny one sbout the sermon? To whom? When?

What are some of the things that you would like to hear
discussed more often in sermons: -
More about tho doetrines and teachings of the Jible,
__MWore about soeilal, cconomic, and political problems,
List any other sublects on whiech you would like to hear
sermons:

On the back of this sheet make any other comments you care
to about your ideas on preaching as it is done in our TLuth-
eran churah.

II.

0f the choices that follow the statements, please check the
ONE which you feel completes the statement most correctly.
Please do not discuss these questions with any one until
after you have checked each one and then please do not make
any changes.

1. Vhen God breathed into Adam's body the "breath of life,"
He caused the clay body to breathe and have life,
~ He made man to be an image of Himself,
—_He actually put His own Spirit into man's living body.

2e The "image of God"
means that Adam's body looked like God.
“means that Adam had a good mind.
““means that Adam had God's character because God was
~ living in him.

¢ A man's soul is alive
as long as he obeys the Ten Commandments.
~as long as he at least tries to do the will of God.
__only as long as he has the Spirit of God living in him.

4, God saild that Adam and Eve would die '
__']tge moment they took the fruit of the tree and actual-
ate it.
when Cod drove them out of the Garden of Eden and
~ they couldn't came back.
__when they died and were buried.
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God sent Jesus into the world

to show men how to live so that they would be holy.
— to suffer the consecuences of sin in order that Cod
T might begin to live again in the lives of men.

The part of Jesus' work that really made it possible for
man and God to get together again , i
was the fact that God actually forsook and left Jesus
T ealone in the midst of all His misery.
was the fact that Jesus actually permitted life to
T leave His body and was buried as a dead man,

A man has spiritual life in him again
when he sees that he has been living as a sinner and
T now tries to change his ways of living. ;
when he finalily admits thaet there is a God and seriously
~ follows some sort of religion in an effort to find God.
when he realizes that he himself can do nothing to
~come bagck to God and then accepts the atoning work
of Jesus.

A m?n who is spiritually alive does good works(the will of
God) :
hecause he thinks it will keep God from punishing him.
~ because he realizes that that is the only way he can
— get along with the people here on carth. g
because the Spirit of VYod is in him and it is actual-
~ ly God that is doing the good works.

This spiritual 1life in a man is kept alive
by trying hard to do what Christians ought to do.
by simply going to church and doing the work of the
— church.
by earnestly desiring to keep God cslose %o himself and
keeping in close communion with God by reminding him-

self of Jesus! work of redemption.
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D. Predictable Short-comings of ﬁhe Test

It was quite evident from the start that this test
would have many short-comings which would naturally‘limit
the value of its results. Yirst of all, the g:oneral problem
of testing and measurement requires a_great'deal of techni-
cal s.:111l and experience which most pastors would not have.
There is little or no literature available relative to
the problems of testing in the field of preachins, so this
particular attempt must be considered as the first attempt
of a novice in a new fleld of endeavor. i3ecause of these
short-comings, the experiment is was expected to fall short
in terms of complele and acourate testing standards and the
conclusions based upon the experiment will be limited to ra-
ther general statements.

It was possible to reach only a very small number of
peorle and consequently the resmults of this questionnaire
cannot be considered as a comnlete pisture of the entire
listening congregation. The results should indicate a
trend, however, and to the extent that they do, the experi-
ment will be useful. |

Because the people who received the questionnaire had
a widely varied background in education, religious exper-
ience, and family, it was very difficult to set up questions
that all would be able to answer with equal ease. The single
common denominator for the entire group was that they all
heard the sermon. Since it was the purpose of the guestion-
naire to determine how well they heard the sermon, Weé could
expeot useful results inspite of these handicalss

In the preceding chapter we sald that a weakness of




55
the objective test was the fact that even though a question
received a wrong answer, this éould not be used as proof
that the pcrsom who took the test completely failed to un-
derstand the issue involved. Though this limits the extent
to which we can Graw conclusions about the individual people
who took the test, it does not make the experiment use-
less since more than one person is involved and consistent
error on a certain guestion would certainly indicate some-
thinge.

We must also remember that it is impossible to cover
every area of doctrine in a short test of this type. =+t can
hardly cover every area of the sermon to the extent that
one could say nothing was missed. It is entirely possible
that in the case of individuals the areas covered might have
been the very ones in which the writer of the test failed
to understand or remember what was said while the rest of
the items in the sermon miéht have been understood quite
well.

A test purporting to test the learning acquired during
a specific period of time would have to take into consider=-
ation the amount of knowledge possessed before the learning
of this particular period began. It was impossible %o test
the amount of knowledge and information possessed by the
people before they heard the sermon on which they were tes-
teds It is therefore impossible to say, on the basis of
these test results, just how much of the learning evidenoced
was a result of hearing this partioular sermons The use=-
fulness of the test will then have to be found in i%s re-
vealing what they do not kmow and what they did not get from
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the sermone On the basis of this information the experi-
menter was to expose weaknesses in the sermon as an agency
for teaching doctrine.
Ee An Analysis of Individual Questions

The‘paragraphs of the sermon have been designated as
th's 'BY, 'C', etce The questions on the second section of
the questionnaire have been numbered consecutively. In
vhe discugsions to follow we shall refer only to the number
or letter in question. They will always refer to the ques-
tion and paragsrapvh of the questionnaire and sermon used in
this thesis.

Question one covers the material discussed in paragraph
'B', It pertains to the "breath of life" which od breathed
into the living body which He had previously formed out of
the dust of the ground. In this question we come to the
first weakness of the questionnaire. In forming the questions
we intended th:t only one of the optioms should correctly .
complete the statement. However, in the instructions given
on the guestion sheet we said that the person should choose
the item that would complete the statement "most correctly”.
As a result nine people said that when God placed the "breath
of life" into Adam's body, He made man to be an image of
Himself, and five ﬁeople said that by putting the breath of
life into Adam’s body, God caused the clay body %o breath and
have life. The rest of the people said that by doing this
God put His ovm spirit into man's living body. It was the
intention that only the last answer should be counted as be=

ing correct. But because of the insiructions we also had to
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consider as correct the answer of the nine people who
made the second choice because in o certain sense it is real-
ly true that by placing Into man's body the breath of life,
God did place into man Iis ovm image. The result of the in-
dwelling of the Ioly Spirit is the holiness, righteousness,
and knowledge thabt make up the image of God. Actually the
question was ambiguous. Decause of this fact the results
are less sabisfying than they might have heen.

Five of the people said that placing the breath of life
into the body of Adam meant causing the clay body to breathe
and have life. This is obviously a wrong answer. Yet it is
a very popular opinion. The experimenter held this opinion
hinself until e few years ago. VWhy did these five people
miss this cuestion? Tooking at the sermon, it seems that
the metter wes stated quite clearly. If these five people
understood what the preacher was saying, they should not
have missed the question.

There are s number of reasons why these people may have
failed to get the points First we do notice that the sub-
ject was mentioned only in this one short paragraph. There.
was really very little emphasis on the subject from the point
of view of time. Sinee the answers of these people were
probably the opinion they had held on this matter all their
lives, it takes quite a bit of "unlearning” to displace their
misunderstanding with a more accurate ooncept of the truth.
It is also possible that having their own ideas on the mat-
ter, and feelins that their understanding was correot, it
simply did not register with them that this was some thing

new,
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For the preacher the results on this first question
are signif‘lczmt. out of thirty-four people five chose an
answer thnot was absolubtely wrong and nine people selected
an answer that was really less accurate than the third choice.
That means thot of those people tested more ‘than one third
failed %o recognize the real point that the preacher was
tryin: to get across to the people. This fa.ot becomes more
significant when we remember that it is probable that these
34 people represent a class of people that certainly should
have been able to understind doctrinal concepts more clearly
than the aversgze hearer since two-thirds of the %4 wiere active
in Sunday School work. This means that if every person in
the audience could have been reached for questioning, it is
possible that even more than one third of the audience would
have failed to reco mnize the point the preach-r was trying
to get asross, namely that the breath of life was not simply
a process of creating physical life but thaet it was the plac-
ing of the Spirit of God into a living human being. This
is highly important because it tells the preacher that many
of his peopie are not aware of the real facts behind the
story of cereation. Their concepts are warped and some how
they ought to be straightened out. This experience also .
tells the experimenter that it is not a simple matter to get
this idea across to his hearerse

The preacher did not keep in mind certain laws of learn=-
ing while trying to teach this concept to tho congregation.
First, the laws of emphasis were not given due attentlon.

More should have been seid about this particular concept
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so that the hearer would have been impressed with the idea
"this is something important, in fact, this is something
that might be dilferent from what I thought it was.” One of
the Sunday Schoel teachers mnde a note on the questionnaire
thet she was partlcularly glad to hear this seation of the
sermon because it helped her understand certain aspects of
the creation that she had not been able to grasp previouslys
This is a case where the person really was aware of what the
preacher was tryins to do. ©She was ready to learn and she
knew just what she wanted to find outs¢ The mentioning of
the creation story evidently attracted her attention immediate-
ly because she was concerned about it. In the case of those
who failed to cateh on to what the preacher said, perhaps
there was no attention or interest. The subject matter
failed to posscss vitolity or meaningfulness, & second law
of learning that might have demanded more attention from the
preacher ln this particular instance.

It is interesting to note that the second question on
the image of Cod covered in 'C?! evidently was quite clear
in the minds of the hesrvers. It would indicate that elther
they had previously gained a good understanding of the con-
cept or that the sermon in this instance, was adequate from
a teaching view-point. The concept is 1less difficult to
understand because it deals with the funGtioning of the mind
and body of man. The image consists in a man's thinking and
doing things exactly the way Yod would think and act, ma.kf
ing these actions holy, and the thoughts guided by a verfeat
knowledge of God.
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Question three also received a majority of correct
answers. Only one person failed. It involves the material
in 'E' about whet it is that makes a man' soul alive. This
wes major point in the sermon and rééoived considerable
attention. The one person who missed this question also
missed five othexr questions. We will have & few lines on
this particular case at the end of the chapters

0f the three choices possible to somplete the statement
in question four, the first is the most corresct and accord-
ingly 32 of the 34 people answered this question correctly.
However, the statement with this choice is still not as
agourate as it r{ig;-ht have been answered on the basis of
what was said in the sermon. In paragraph G 1t is stated
that at the very moment Eve thought of acting contrary to
the will of God, Cod went out of her and she was at that
moment spiritually dead because she had cut herself off
from God, It is interesting to note that one of the persoms
made this comment on the sheet as he answered this question,
"when they thousht of it already." Of course, on the basis of
the quotation from Genesis 2:17 where God tells Adam about '
the tree saying, "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die," the statement completed with the first choice
would have to bé considered completely accurate.

The atonement is discussed in 'K' and 'L%s Question give
covers one aspeoct of this, the purpose of Jesus!' soming into

the world. Only one person failed to answer this question
tsuffer' is used in

rlde

Properly. In the second choice the word

connection with the purpose of Jesus' coming into the wo
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The emphasis that has been placed upon the physical aspects
of Jesus' work mey have made this an easy choice for most
people.

Question six is the most interesting question in the
whole set. IFifteen of the 34 people failed to answer it
correctly and it has caused quite a bit of disscussion be-
tween one of the peonle who took the test and the experi-
menter., The question involves the material in the last
part of 'L' where the preacher said, "In these moments of
intense agony when body snd soul were in their deepest
eanguish and God was gone, Jesus was redeeming the world."

It was the intention of the preacher to place the
proper emphasis on an aspect of ;he suffering of Jesus that
seems to have been much neglected, that of the spiritual
torment involving being forsaken by God. Actually Jesus
had been enduring e degree of physical suffering during
His entire stay on earth. The physical aspeots of the
Passion were relatively more intense in pain and suffering
but the unigue and important factor in the Passion was the
fact that in the midst of it all, Jesus was completely out
off from God. With this thought in mind the question was
formulated to bring out whether or not the people had
caught on to the significance of the whole discussion.

Fifteen of the 34 people failed to sense what the
preacher was driving at. There may be a number of reasons
for this. First of all it is true that we have heard the
physical aspects of the suffering of Jesus emphasized almost
éxclusively in the teaching and preaching of our churche
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Preachers have waxed intensely dramatic as they deseribed
the scourging, the driving of the erown of thorns on
Jesus' head, the pounding of the nails into His flesh,
and the tearing of flesh as the oross was dropped into
the hole, Yhese things could not have escaped the atten-
tion of our hearers.

It is also true that the Bible seems to emphasize
these aspects as it talks about the shedding of blood and
of the stricken, smitten, and afflicted Lamb of God. People
do not stop to think that the Bible always includes the en-
tire suffering of Jesus when it speaks of the suffering at
all. .

These elements of physical pain register in the minds
of peonle hecause they are understood to a certain degree
since people know what it is to be in physical pain. To
be forsaken by God does not register with the unbeliever
and oven with the Ghristian it is not as fnea.ningful as it
should be. Therefore people simply fail o think about
this aspect of the suffering of Jesus. Therefore the efforts
of the preacher to change this evidently did not register
with many of his hearers.

In this connection we report another experience. One
of the persons who heard the sermon and filled out a question-
naire understood what the preacher was driving ab but did
not feel that it was an sccurate statement of the truth to
set up a question with a choisce between the physical and
Spiritual aspects of Jesus' suffering as was done in the

questionnaire. This grew into a disoussion after a Sunday
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School teachers' mceting and into some correspondence. Be=-
cause of the Uiblical use of terms such as blood and death
in connection with redemption, the person felt that the Bible
was intending to emphasize the physical aspests of suf-
fering. ©She falled to realize that when the Bible speaks
of death in eom’aection with sin and redemption, spiritual
death is alwoys implied and thalt when speaking of being
"redeemed by the blood .f the Lamb" the Bible is using a
ficure of speech called metononmy, part for the wholé.

As for the preaching of this particular 2iblical Goc-
trine, the preacher would learn from this experience that
much more emphasis must be placed on certain aspects of
doctrine in order to root out certain popular misconcentions
and misplaced emphases.

The Torm of this gquestion is not without fault; To
say that "the part of Jesus' work that really made it DosS-
sible Tor 'an and Yod to get together again was the fact
that Jesus actually permitted life to leave His Dody and was
buried as a dead man," is certainly wrong. This places a
premium on the physical death of Yesus that Seripture does
not expect. IHowever, to make a choice, and %o exolude this
aspect of the surfering of Jesus from the plan of salvation |
saying that only the fact that Jesus was forsaken by God
was necessary to redeem man, is also not trus. The atone-
ment as planned by God includes all. 4nd this must be
kept in mind when answering this question. Both elements must
e there, but that part of Jesus' suffering which was uniquosy

that part whioh no man need éver do anymore, was the enduring
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of the pangs that come upon & man who knows that Cod has
forsaken him completely because of sin. This is the redemp-
tive element in the whole story. And it nceds re-emphasis
in our preaching today as is evidenced by the experiences
brought about by this questionnaire,

Regeneration is covered by question seven and in para-
graph 'N'e. Three people failed to get this question, It
is & very important cquestlion and if the answers reflect the
real falth of those who answered them wrongly, they would have
to be called non-Christian because the first two choices are
pure synergism or work righteousness. However, we must re-
member a caution which we have repeated often, that these
questions nced hot reflect the real meaning of the one who
answers them and in these cases in particular, it is quite
possidble that a more detailed investigation would show that
the people involved probably mean something quite different

from what their answers seem to indicate.

The pastor should learn from the results of such & ques-
tion that he should give a good share of time and effort %o
teaching his people how to express their Christian faith.
If these people were to give testimony in the words with
which they answered this question they could not tell any-
one how to get back to Cod. Their statements would be en-
tirely misleading even though in their own nearts they might

2

be harboring a good Christian faith.

Question eight involves sanctificatlon, the 1life of the

Christian man., Only one person failed to get this question
and this case will be mentioned later in this chapter be-

cause of the unusually large number of errors involved.

gy
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All 34 people answered the last question correctly.
Looking at the question we notice that the correst choice
is nearly twice as loxgas the incorrect statements and 15—
sludes a repetition of statements commonly heard in sermons.
It is possible that these two factors made some difference
in the accuracy with which people answered this question.

e General Indications of Pilot Test

An attempt was made to establish correlations between
the results of the Lests and the backgrounds of those people
who took the tests. DBocause of the fast that there were so-
few people involved, any conclusions based on these compari.
sons would be nmisleadingse. However it would bq interesting
to note a few of the results of this attempt.

Questions one and six involved the most errors and they
will be used as o basis for comparison. Fifteen people who
took the test were aware of the examiniation before they
heard the sermon. Ninecteen knew nothing of the test. On
question siyx, 20% of those who were aware of the test made
mistakes while nenrly 485 of those who lmew nothing of the
test made errors. On question one it is interesting to note
that all five people who chose the wrong answer were among
those who were not aware of the test. This would seem to in-
dicate that if people are told that they will be tested on
& sermon they will be more é.pt to remember what is being
said. This awareness adds a certain form of interest or
vitality to the teaching situation that is useful if properly
directed. We, of course, do not went our people to listen

%o .sermons just to pass tests. The fact that there wers
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only a few cases involved lecscens the usefulness 6f this
dissovery. It will be tested again in the final test.

On question six we tried to compare the Sunday School
activity with the results on the teste Of those who are ac-
tive in Sunday School 39/ missed the question. Of those who
were not active nearly 59% missed the question. We would or-
dinarily say that that is quite reasonable since thoé_e who
are in Sunday School work would quite naturally have a bet-
ter chance of understandins a doctrinal sermon. However,
in this case the conclusion is hardly justified because of
the small number of cases involved and also because of these
gases only eleven were not in Sﬁnday School wqu of some kind,
so the sampling from this elass of people was certai‘t’ﬂy not
large enough to forrulate an valid conclusions for the cata=-
£ory as & whole.

On the questionnaires we asked those who filled out the
test to make any personal comments on the sermon or on preach-
ing in general on the back of the sheets It 1s interesting
to note that five people wrote special notes to the effeat
that they desired more practical application in the sermons.
One teacher particularly mentioned the fact that many ser-
mons seemed to be stereotyped repetitions of the same general
truths without any effort to reduce them to concrete examples
of every day living.

Six different people made special comments %o the effect
that they felt that the sermon was very olear and understand-

able. They were of the opinion that most people in the con-

gregation should have been able to understand whab the preacher
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was talking about. U these six people three had all of the
questions answered correctly and the other three had one
question wronge. For the preasher it is significant that
people do appreciaie clarity and simplicity in sermons.

Two people remarked that they felt the sermon was foo
long and was & repetition of old, oft-repeated facfs-. These
oriticisms cannot be taken too seriously since the sermon
was no longer that 22 minutes at the very most and for .the
purposes intended, the subject matter could hardly have been
any different. On the presentation and application there is
always room for improvement.e

There are two special cases that deserve a few lines of
corments One is the case of a woman, 37 years old. She
was confirmed at the age of 14 years but she did not at-
tend a Tutheran Day scehool nor does she take an interest in
Sunday School, Bible Class, or any other organiied church
activity. Out of the nine questions she answered only three
of them correctly. They were numbers two, five, and ninee.
All of these questions exeept number two ars of a very funda-
mental nature and are on czpression of the bare fundamentals
of Christian faith. It seems that this woman must have had
rarticular difficulty in comprehending the more diffioult
concepts presented in the sermon. Ior the preacher it is
important to know that there are such people in his audience.
They are people that absolutely must have spiritual foods
Some how the pastor ought to find out who these people are
and in a very natural and unimbarassing way seex to provide

them with the necessary understanding both in his private
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and public ministrations.

A case thaet is almost the exact opposite of the one
Just mentioned also comes out of this exneriment. A lady
who is a member of the Presiuyterian Church but who is plan-
ning to join & class Lor membership in the church filled out
one of the questionnaires and enswered every question correctly.
She has bsen singing in the choir and seems very enthusiastic
about church " orke It so happened that her sister had been
sonfirmed at the 11:00 0'Clock service on the same morning
on which the test was administered. This is a demonsira-
tion of the power of a vital, personal interest in raking a
sermon effective, It seems quite obvious that she was ine
tensely interested in what was being sald and she saw to it
that she remembeored ite. Xt is the preacher's Job to create
@8 much vitality and personal interest in his preaching acti-
vities as possible.

The three objectives set upffor this pilot test seemed
to have been met quite well. It has shown that within cer-
tain limits it is possible to measure the effectivness of
preaching by means of a testing programe The linitations have
already been mentioned. They included such things as the
small number of people.available for testing, the small area
of material ghat can be covered in a single test, and the
general problems imposed by the highly technical nature of‘ '
soientific testing and measurement.

The pilot test unoovered certain pitfalls in the it
ing proceeiure. In the chief test, which is %0 follow im-

mediately, three thinss ought to be observed more sarefullye

: 5
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First, more care in the formation of qu:stions so that there
san be no question in the mind of the one-who takes the test
as to which cholce expresses his ovn opinbon. Questions must
not be ambiguous as was the first question in the pilot test.
Second, there should be more questions. The first nine ques-
tions used in the pilot test were hardly adequate to form a
real opiniorn about the effectiveness of the particular preach-
ing job involved. Finally, the guestions should cover every
area ingluded in the sermon. The pilot tested omiitted very
important areas such as paragraphs 'H', 'I', 'J', "K', and
1S'.

Finally the pilot test did contribute to the purpose
of the thesis. The thesis has its mein objective in making
the experimenter awnre of the many problems involved in do-
ing an effeative job of doctrinal preaching. This parti-
cular experiment emrhasized the fact that people are not as
well informed on certain very fundamental dootrines as they
or their pestors think they are. It is possible for even
the clearest of langusge to be misundersiood if it is not
repeated and emphasized sufficientlye Personal interest in
the sermon is very important for making the information stick
in the minds of the heare:f-. People do appreoiate‘si.mple.
understandable lansuage and are véry anxious to hear sermomns

on Christian doctrine if they are made to live and have

e et LR :

meaning in their own day by day livinge

T
o :




Chapter V
The Final Experiment
A« History of the Experiment

The second sermon used in this thesis was preached on
March 9, 1947 and on larch 16, 1947. The first Sunday it
was presched at the 8:00 0'Clock service of the congrega-
tion which the experimenter had served as an assistant pas-
tor during the past nine months.’ The second Sunday the ex-
perimenter preached to a congregation which he had served for
nine months as a vicar. The childrens? choir sang at the
first service. Iuch person received a questiornaire for him-
self and one for cach person of his family that was in that E
particular service. Oince many of the children were ill,
the number o people contacited was smaller than expected. Ab-
out 46 people received questionnaires and about 26 .of them
were returned. The senior choir sang at the second service.
Here the same proceedure was followed in distributing about
70 questionnaires. orty-siz of them were returned. This

total of 67 guestionnaires returned was not large enough for

JE L e

a thorough experiment but they were suffieient for the purpose
of this thesis.

The sermon involved the general theme of sanctification
in Christian 1living. Other fundamental areas of Christian
doctrine were =lso included for the sake of completeness
and also to give an occasion for testing whether or not they
wWere retained by the hearers.

i
‘ % 3
The questionnaire was made up in two s_eotions. Sec ’&

tion one 1ncluded information on the gemeral background of
stions to the sermonle

those taking the test and their gemeral rea



e

71.
Seotion two included twenty questions based on the sermon of
‘which 14 were alternate-response items and six were of the
multiple-choice variety.

In order to eliminate as much as possible the problem
of guessing on the alternate-response items, those who took
the test were asked to nark with the letter nrr any item on
which they felt they could not make up their mind. Forty-
8ix items were marked with '"i's Since this indicates that
people were well aware that they did not have to guess at
any of the items, it would scem reasonable to conclude that
those items marked 'T' and '0' would indicate the real opinion
of those taking the test.

It was the purpose of this questionnaire to determine
how effective the nrescher had becn in getting his ideas
aoross to the hearers. Those people who used 'M' to mark
some of the items %thereby showed that the sermon failed to
make a elear impression or their minds. It is, of course,
possible that the guestion might not have been clear to thems 4
However, in checkins the questions involved, it seemed that 1
none of them were so ambiguous as to make this an important
factor. Only those items marked 'T' were gonsidered as
being correct since they are the only cases in whioch the

Sermon could possibly have done an effective job of teach-

ing the particular doctrine involved. The use of the letter o

'M' to indicate uncertainty in the mind of the hearer 1is
gople would have

had to resort to guessing at or missing certain quessiors gt

reliables

8till very important since without it the D

thus rendering the entire experiment 1ess
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Fifteen of the questions used in the second section of
the questionnaire involve only a knowiedge of doectrinal facts.
Filve questions were intended to test the ability of the peo-
ple to exercise Judgment in the practical application of
these facts to life situations.

The serrmon contained a paragraph of factual material
not necessarily usable in applying the sermon to life situa-
tions or even necessary for understanding the sermon itself.
A question was asked on this material to determine whether
or not people would remember factual material not related to
human need. The results will appear later in this chapters

The number of questions in this experiment is larger .
than the number used in the pilot test because it was evi-
dent that in the pilot test the questions did not cover a
number of items ineluded in the sermon. An effort was made
in this final test to cover nearly all of the material dis-
cussed in the sermon.

The objectives in this final test are really no dif-
ferent than those of the first test. We intended to examine
further the possibility of measuring the effectiveness of
doctrinal preaching by means of a testing program. The ex-
periment is also to reveal some of the problems involved in
condueting such a program. In line with the purpose of the
entire thesis, the main objective of the test is by actual
experience to make the experiménter aware of the problems

of doctrinal preachinge.
The paragraphs in the .sermon which follows have all

|
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been asigned a nunber. Xgch question in the second sec-
tion of the questionnaire has been lettered alphabetically.
Here after in this chapter any reference to a number will
indicate the corresponding paragraph in the sermon and ref-
erence to lettors will mean the correspondiﬁg question on

the questionnaire.

B. Sermon Used in the Final Experiment
A Christian's Holy ILife
1 Peter 1, 13-16

l. Why do we do the things we do? We like to ask that
question because it is supposed to help us understand
ourselves if we are able to explain our actions. We might
ask the question, "Why do we do good?" "Why is it that in
8pite of the many opportunities that we have for doing bad
things that we still do what at least appears to be the
things thet are good?” We ean probably find several answerse.
Sorme of us are good because we are afraid to be bad. An :
exemple would be the store keeper who really doesn't care wheth-
er he is honest or not but because he's afraid he might be i
sausht, he conduets his business honestly. <ome people are
good Jjust begause gome how or the other they feel that they
ought to. Perhaps it is their conscience and the unwrit-
ten law that is in their hearts that the Apostle Paul
talks about. Other people are good because they are in-
elined to be kind to people in dlstress. It would be une
usual for any man to refuse to help his neighbor‘to a doctor
alter he has scen him fall offtthe steps of his back porch
and break his lege DEven if this fellow had the reputitation
of being a scoundrel we would be inclined to say that he
was at least being good when he helped his neighbor.

2e A Christian would probably tell you that he does good
things because God sald that he should be good. (id

he ¢ uld find a lot of Sible passages to prove it. He would

probably remind us of the words of our text, "Be ye holy;

for I am holy." That is certainly true. - Christians are

holy besause God says that they should be holy. But it is

not quite as simple as that. We would like to talk about the

Christian's holy life. There are three 1mportanf thoughts

we would like to emphasize. First of all, a man's actions,

the things he does, are not holy just because they conform

to a set of rules. A man's actions are holy only when t?ey

are the result of the indwelling of the Spirit of God. *his

indwelling and rule of the Spirit of God in a man requires
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that a man keep it in hin, that is, 1% requires maintenance.

e Actions are not holy just because they conform to a

set of rules. This should be rather easy to sea.
During the times of Jesus thare wera people who were very
faithful chureh goors. They kept the third commandment in
a waye. They also were very careful about providing funds
for the poor pecple. They gave their alms. They were at
least observins the seventhn Commandment in its more obvious
implications and also the Pifth “Yommandment. In fact, we
might sey that they were rather dilisent in trying to ob-
serve all the commandments. Yet Jesus ealled them hypo=-
erites. They were Scribes and Tharisees. Just bacause they
were doing s me of the things that seemed to £it under the
ten commendments didn't make these things holy. Their life
wasn't holy at all,.

4. e look about us and see the same thing. We observe

the people of our comrmunities, many of whom actually
spend a lot of money to take care of the poor people and to
help the sick. Thoy arc very serious ebout it t0oe. They
wani to be helpful. They feel that they ought to do these
Shin-s. Yet Jesus would not e~ll their actions holy. Their
lives wouldn't be called holy just because they were conforme
ing to the command of God that people should share their
£00ds with their unfortunate neighbors.

Se low we can come down to our own life. We are Christians.
7e are members of a Yhristian congrezation. Even here
we cannot say that because a man does the things Yod wants
nim 0 do that he is holy. We can illustrate this quite
easily. We know a man who goes to shurch every Sunday; he
comes to Pible glass; he is very faithful in attending voters'
meetings and being active in them; he is careful abou his
Personal condu:t while living with his business associates;
and in general leads what one would 0all a very good life,.
low we ask ourselves, "Is this man holy because he is doing
all of thase things?" ile may not like the answer, but we
mist admit that even a man who isn't a Christian could go
eévery one of these things. It isn't what a man does that
makes him holy. or are the things that he does holy in
themselves. They aren't holy because they conform to a set

of imles, the Ten Vomrandments.

6. A man's actions are holy only when they are the result
of the indwelling of “od's Holy Spirite. Our text
tells us, "As obedient ohildren, not fashioning yourselves
according to the former lusts in your ignorance; bui as he
which hath e¢alled you is holy, so be ye holy in all manngr
of sonversation."” Our answer lies in the word "obedient".

Christians are obedient children. That means they have
acdepted the rulership of God in their lives. They have
God's kingdom, His reign in them. "Know ye not that ye are oo
the temple of God and that the Spirit of Uod dwelleth in you?
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"Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of Yod, and ye are not your
own? tnose are the words which the Apostle Paul uses to
express this idea. Uod is living in the bodies of Christian
men. Lheir bodies ar: the temples of the 3pirit of God,

God is living in them and making them act and live just as
He would live himself,

7+ How does & man get the Spirit of God in him? Here we

,come to the whole story of Jesus. “uring these weeks
We nave heard a lot about the suffering of Jesus and on
Good Friday we are going to hear about Jesus' death. As
we think on these tiings we wonder, "Wny did He do it? ¥
did Jesus permit all of those things to havpen to Him?"
desus did it o bring men back to God again and to bring
G?d back o men. God wanted to 8et His spirit back into the
lives of the people. That's why Jesus died. We call it
the atonement, the process by which Yesus Himself made man
end Yod at-one acaine

8. The story of the atonement is an amazing thing. People
had pushed God out of their lives., Adam and Tve de-
cided to get along without God. They divorced themselves
from Gode. But Cod didn't want it th & waye. God wanted to
live in people and make them act like the sons of Gode oW
that men had pushed God out of their lives they were dead.
They were so dead that they couldn't ever get GCod back arain.
God wanted to come buek but the barrier of sin xept Him
oute God hates sin in every Torm. <+t is revolbting to Him,
It is foreign to his very natures God and sin are like
oLl and wator, they simply don't mix. So the sin had to be
taken away. Then God looked at His own °Pon, Jesus. Jesus
could do ite. He could come to earth and suffer all the con-
Sequences of sine He oould take all the punishment even if
He cidn 't deserve ibte 9o Jesus came and suffercd and in the
midst of His suffering, Cod turned His back on Jesus._Just
as if Jesus weve s sinner, filled with the o0il sin which
jesus felt very bade. He felt that

Gould not mix with Code 3 :
He was sctually guilty because His own Father was treating

Him just as if He was guilty. But soon it was finished.
Sin was gone and now God could come back into the lives of

Peovle. The atonement was made.

9« S5t. Peter tells us that God has called us. He says
"As He which hath called you is holy." God has asked

us to come back to Him. He uses the Uogpel aes His inYitaT
tion. We hear it preached to us every Sunday gnd every time
we hear something of the Vospel of Jesus. God's call cgmes

0 man every time man hears the words, "Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ." These words are Cod's invitation to ygke hold
of Jesus as the way by whioh man comes back to God. #4nd
that's the only way that God can come back to man.

e s m—
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10, then God gets back into man He makes man act. He
gauses man to live. Every single act that is performed

by God living in man is a good work. Every act is holy.

"Be ye holy in all nmanncr of conversation.” That means every
thought, word, and deed. INo matie- where a “hristian man

is or what he does, if his actions are prompted by the Spi-
rit of God, they are holy because God is holy. The “hris-
tian man who spends his entire life digging ditohes and do-
ing the humblest kind of manual labor, is doing good works
if he is moved to do his Job by the Spirit of Gode The

Christian man who is forced to lie at home in bed because

he is an invalid is deing good works if God is living in

hime Yes, every thing that a Christian man says, whetker

it be about his Sundaey dinner, the baseball game, or about

the ©ible, “unday Sehool, work in the factory, or listening.
to the radio or taking a nap to refresh a body tired from

a wee.'s work, all of these things are really and truly good

and holy works. <They are holy acts. They are a part gf a

Christian’s holy life, if they are done because of “od's

holy spirit living in him. No, you don't have %to be a minis-

ter, or a teacher in a paroschial school, or even a missionary
to have g 1life that is filled with good works, a life that

is holy. Lverything that any Christian does is holy if it

is God's spirit that is causing him to act.

11, Is not this perhaps too simpie? Isn't there a lot more

0 holy living than just saying that a man must have
the spirit of God living in him? As we look at our own
lives we see things that don't seem to fit into the picture.
We sce actions that certainly cannot be called holy. TWe

catech ourselves becoming angry. We are thoughtless in our
n s of our family or with the people

dealings with the members of our
with whom we work. We oateh ourselves becoming careless

with our language. We find ourselves- being uncharitable.
We begin findings fault and complaining about people when
we ought to be forgiving and forgetting the little things

that « whi ¥ us. All of these things remind us
B o n o ALLSIE IR Even the best of Chris-

that all is t well with us.
tians mus; aggftyghat thinés which they do are not altogether
prompted by the Spirit ef God which is living in them.
They are prompted by the spirit of satan. They still have
their own flesh with them.
12, It is the peculiar nature of things with the Ghr%stian
maen as he lives here on earth that he is cogﬁtan %git
beingz pushed into actlon by two forces. Ome 1s ebsPéhe
of God. The other is the flesh. This will always et s,
case with people. It was that way with those pe°€1:te: o
Peter was writing this letter. Peter wgot: Izifhee“oman
‘gentile Christians who were soatter;grgeggtions. e letter

i { use of
REgvinces, of Asfa Minop 08°%he year 60 or 6l.
s a special point of the

13. The very fact that Peter make
‘ issue iﬁaioates that it is a serious probleme The
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struggle that goes on botween the flesh and the spirit does
not end until o man dies. As long as a Christian lives here
on this earth, he must be confronted with the problem of
maintaining, of eeping alive this spirit of God in his
life and the problem of pubtting down the flesh. Iuther puts
it this way, "The o0ld Adam should by daily contrition and
repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts,.”

14. How is a Christlan man to fight down this flesh, this
power for evil as it exists in his life? DPeter here
gives his readers an answer. He tells them to "hope to the
end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the reve=-
lation of Jesus Christ." The margin in our Bibles suggests
that we should read, "hope perfectly". The meaning of this
passage is simply this: Peter tells his readers that they
should hang on to the grace, the power of God, that is right
now in the process of being revealed to them in the preaching
of the Gospel of Jesus Christe The "revelation of Jesus
Christ” refered to in our text doesn't mean only the second
coning of Jesus bu’ the revealing of Jesus Christ as it is
done in the Gospel which is being preached to the people.

15« That is the solubion to our problem. We know that as
Christians we must have holy lives. In order to keep
them holv we must make use of every means at our disposal.
We look at the Ten Commandments, the Law of God. Then we
look &t ourselves. We see that we haven't been doing our
duty toward the Kingdom of “od. We notice that we haven'd
been talking any interest in the work of the Kingdome Ve
haven't come to o Pible elass when we know that Ehera_ls
‘absolutely no reason in the world why we ghouldn ?. e
haven't loved people the way we should. e haven t+ had hope.

We haven't trusted CGod the way Christians ought to. All

of these things snow us that there is still a good deal of
the flesh with us in our lives. We've got to get rid of it.
We get rid of it by the spirit of God working in us. Ve do
away with our past weakness by exercising our spiritual life.

's ns of our mind. We look at
That's how we gird up the loi R

our lives and take them fqr what they are an
thing about them. Ve donqt gird up the loins of our mind =
by saying, "The Bible doeSn't say that I have %o do s:ghban
such a thing." Nor do we gird up the loigs of our mi gt
saying, "The Bible doesn't say that I can t enjoy thig s;

of pleasure or be engaged in that kind of a business,. oagion
we look at every situation in life, whether it bg az :con

of doing something or of thinking something, we gg 3 g oy

it as a moment where we can eilther use theipow:§é0h01; Lt
our lives and make of them occasions o£wggkggﬁhlch s

of Cod or meke of them works of Satan,
at our soul and can even destroy our spiritual lives.

is the Gospel.
16. All of this requires power. That power
e have 10 keeg replenishing the supply of %iz%ngogfaoe
and power which is announced to men in the Gospe
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That's hoping perfectly
ping pert vy to the end. That'
the gracze that is being revealed to use. tisbanelnenie

17, ftciilig}?fts-lifc is theimost wonderful thing on earthe.
o aponhuﬁ*.aé ? e miracle. For it is a sign of God work-
ing "p1““?on° And when God works among men the results are
abuﬁ&n%ééllguﬁz beautiful lives. Nay God f£ill us with an
<o :%aew?ilifi ?o?er and grace that our lives might be

2 e without blame, £illed to the brim with the works

e Questionnaire for the Final Experiment

P - 4 ¥l i PP . 2
Please £ill out this cuestionnaire as scompletely as you cane
D0 WOT write your name on any of these sheets!

Age  Sex Oceupation

Have you boen confirmed as & member of the Iutheran “hurch?
How old were you when you were gonfirmed? y z

Did you go to a Lutheran Day School? _ How long?
How long did you go to High School? college?

A At ey e - . :
Are there any other people in your home who are Iutherans?

Father Brothers Husband
Mother Sisters Wife

‘ Children Other people: .
DOUSTE CHCK any of these peoplé who were conrirmed &s

adults.
?

Do you attend Sunday School or Bible Class regularly

Do you atiend ehursh servieces regularly?

in which you are activé:

Check any of these organizations
rried Peoples' Society

Choir Younz Ma
Men's Club —Voting member of congregation
___Women's Guild —TDeacher in Sunday School or 3ible .
: Classe.

Walther League Ofher organizations

Did you kmow before you heard the sermon that you would be
asked to Till out this questionnaire?

Did you talk to any one about the sernon? To whom

he sermon you heard Sunday?

Whet did you like about t

An interesting story or illustratione.
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A cleoar explanation of some difficult teaching or

Pa.csage.

It seemed to £it your own 1life and helped you in
e your Christianity.
Write any other comments you care to make on the back of
this sheete.

Did you find it difficult to listen to the sermon? Why?
You were tired. IV
___The sermon seemed t00 longe.
The sermon was too hard to understand.
The sermon was uninteresting and seemed like a repe-
tition of old things you had already heard.
__There was something in the way the preacher talked
that made it hard to listen to him.
: The sermon didn't really seem to £it you at all.
giit: any other comments of this nature on the back of this
cete. .

W@at are some of the things that you would like to hear
discussed more often in sermons:
more about doetrines of the church.
—_more on socianl economic, and political problems.
Write any subjeets in which you are intorested on the back.

II

Please check the following questions carefully. PLEASE DO
HOT DISCUSS ARY OF THHESE QUESTIONS WITH ANYONE UNTIL AFTER
YOU HAVE GHECKED YOUR ANSWERS AND THEN PLEASE DO NOT WAXE
ANY CHANGES AT ALLS

Check the following statements with
false, end with "' if you are in doubG.
questions, o

iy if true, with *0' if
Please check all

reading the Bible and praying are good

Ae _Co!
+ _Going %o chureh, and Uod calls them holy.

works no matter who does them,
B« Only a “hristian can do works that are good in “od's sight.

NOT a Yhristian is not doing good works

Ce A man who is
—even when he FIves food and olothing to poor peoples

D. God is actually living in the bodies of Christian
~“people with His Spirit.

All men have at least a 1ittle of the Spirit of Uod
_111 them.

F. If a men refuses to steal because it will hurt his
—business, he is really doing a good work because he
is obeying the seventh commandment e

E.
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Ge %t is the Spirit of God in man that is actually doi
the zood works which g Christian performs, > oe

He _Ifa man trizs to obey the Tenm Commandments, Cod will
glve him His holy spirit.
I. It

G ?'s Spirit is living in man, then even going to
a ball ¢

gams can be a good work.

J. _It 1s impossible for a man %o sin if God's Spirit is
in him, :

K. __;g a Christian the Spirit of God is opposed by the
Sinful flesh which often eauses him to sin.

L.'_mThe Gospel is the only way by which a man can get
God's Spirit.

Check ONLY ONE of the choices following each statement which
you fedl Colipletes the sentence most correctly.

M. A Christian does good works
Decause .-he knows that Yod will punish him if he sins.
.Decause the Spirit of God is causing him to do these

s 2
hings,

He Jesus died on the cross
t0 show men how terrible sin is and how men should

ive to avoid it. : .
to make it possible for Yod to come back into men's

T lives with His Holy Spirite

Oe God's Spirit Will come back into a man's life
if a man tries to live the way Jesus lived, follow-
" ing the Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount.
if a man believes the Gospel that Jesus died for him
T and if he uses this power of God to drive out the works

of the fleshe.

Pe Even Christians sin many times though God is living in

them with His Holy Spirit
because they stgilphave their sinful flesh with them

and Satan 1s still trying to get them away from Yod.
because they do not yet know all of God s will. .
~ because they don't always try hard enough to do wha

. T 1is right.

Qe Christian people will be able to live perfectly holy

e 11 the laws of God
know a .
"%%gg Eﬁ:g have lived long emough to kill their flesh

—— S .
gﬁ&y ?zagéaven when Satan, the flesh and the power_of

~“the world will have been completely destroyed and God
will rule their hearts altogether. :
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Re The Christian is doing good works
__only when he does n1ssionary work, talks about reli-
~ gious things, prays, and loves his neilghbore.
ever when he eabs, plays a game, or takes a nap, if
~ the Spirit of God is 1iv1n€ 1n him and he uses this
O”Lxlﬁ in his livinge.

Se The only way for a Christian to keep the spirit of God
in his ncarb and thus to keep on improving in his holy

living is %o
faith fully try to overcome the temptations of the

T flesh by stud«lnr the Ten Commandments to see where

he is sinning
hegn reolﬂnLSQLng the supply of God 's grace and power
hiech he must use to overcome temptations by constantly

hearing .. resdin, and thinking about the Gospel of
Jesus which brings him this powera

T. Peter ig addressing his epistle to
a Jewish Gon‘rOFQtlon in Yerusalem.

’ 555

~gentile Christians living in various parta of Asia
Minor,

De Anglysis of Individual Questions
the results of this test we shall first

In studying
spend some time on individual questions and try to find out

why they were answered as they were and to draw from ghem

mation thot might contribute to the understanding‘

any infox
of the general problem of the thesis. Individual cases

that prove interesting because of background, test results,

or corments attached to the returned question sheet, will

4 number of graphs will be used fo

be given special studye
re-

study the correlations between groups of people and the
hese sroups With-

sults of the gquestionnaires turmed in by
ses. This

out snecial reference to individual questions or ca
t fruitful part of the study since it

should prove the mus
jons that can be made on the

will bring out any generalizat
basis of this study. Opinions and comment s of those who
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filled out the questionnsires will be included in this
chapter.

Eleven of the 67 People answering questionnaires
failed to understand the implications of question TA?Y
which was discussed in pararraph five. It represents a
popular form of juigment. People are of the opinion that
€004 works are such because of the nature of the act and so
they presume that sny astion involvinz the use of the “ible
Or going to church is of itself a good thing im the sight of
Gode duestion 'B', also missed.by 11 people, covers another
aspect of the same proposition as does 'C's Although all
three questions are based upon the same premise that only a
Christian, a man in whom God dwells, ean do good works,
'C' was missed by twenty people. <hat is a pércentage of
28+4 of all those who answered the question. This indicates
that people simnly fail %o be consistant in their thinking.
In this particular case it shows that many Christians are
ready to say tha’ only a Christian can do good works but
hesitate to say that & non-Christian cannot do good workss

One of the people who answered 'C' with the letter 'M',
indicating that he was not sure about the problem added this

statement to the sheet in writing, "In keeping with your ser-

mon this answer should be 'T’'. In my opinion it is rather

This man was an active church member and

questionable,”
He understood

answered a1l the other questions correctly.

the sermon very well. Parasraphs thres, four, and five were

devoted to illustrations intended to point up this matter

B e — L

e — R —
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in the minds of the hearers. %o this particular man it was
evidently not very convinecing. The other 19 people who failed
on 'G' evidently did not comprehend what was being taught.
It is also intsresting to note that of the 20 people
who failed on this particular question, 16 had parochial

S6hool baskgrounds. <o the preacher this means that even
the very elementary pheses of Christian doctrine rmst be
Tepeated over and over again. They must be presented in
Very clean cut and concrete language, the language of the
man of the street or else people will not be able io arply
doctrine to iife et all.

Unly one person failed to answer 'D7 correctly. It
involved the material in paragraph six. In the discussion
the preacher used two very well known 3ible passages that
8Xpress the truth in words very similar to the statement of

the questicn'itself. It is possible that this question re-

Geived favorable response simply because people recognized in
1t words similar to the Bible passages an? therefore cogeludeq
it to be right without really understanding the full impli-
cations of their answers ?his might be classed as a ﬁaakb

ness in the question since a "photographic” or word-memory

: orie
O0f this passage could have determined the answer for s

People. »
121 j5 o factual question answerable by a very simple

Geduction from the materials in paragraphs six and seven.

Twenty-two people failed on this question. The "specific

: : lar
determiner", 'all' makes of this statement a very popu

point of view. It is the basis of most popular religious
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beli that a men ha
efe that all men have something good in them. <This ques=-

tion really gocecs at the very heart of the sermon and the
fact that so many people failed %o handle it properly is
somewhet discourasinse This case points up the fact again
that the preache- must say doctrine in very explieit terms
and use only the most lucid illustrations possible. Even
then he nust not expect that all are going to underst-nd
him. He must not hesitete to do the Job again, applying
more time and thought than ever before.

"F' involves a judgment identical with that used in
'C', ileven people did not answer the gquestion correctlys
The implications are the same as those discussed in connec=
tion with arv, 'BY, and.'c'.

Another dogtrinal fact is involved in 'G* and 'MYe
Only eight people responded insorrectly on 'Gf and only
two on "', Uhe subject was very olearly stated in tho Lo

mon and a simple memory of words might have helped people

to answer the cuestions properlys
n the discussion of 'H'e

ef among many people

Synerzism is involved i It

is a statement of a very popular beli
Twenty-eight people

Of all the ques-

who consider themselves Christianse

failed o answer tnis question correctlys
tions in the entire examination, tnis received the most

n our church have waxed

discouraging responses preachers 1
long, loud, and dloguent on the theme that a man can do

1f, ZInis was also said in %
7 % of the people taking this

nothing to save himse he sermon

in a positive way and yet 41.
test failed on this questione
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It is interesting to note that of the 32 people who
knew before the sermon that they would be asked to'fill oub
this ques%ionnaire only ten people failed on 'H! while of
the 35 people who knew nothing of the test, 18 people
failed. The percentages were 5l.3% and 32.1% wrong. In
four other guestions, 'C', 'BY, 'L?, and 'IY, involving
a hich percentage of error, it is also to be noted tﬁat h
those people who were aware of the test showed & higher per-
centage of correct answers than those people who did not
Imow abou’ the test. BHvidently a question of attention and
interest is involved. Those who knew that they would be
tested on the sermon paid more careful attention to the sei-_
mon and had a greater interest in it., The result was thaF
they more readily retained what the preacher was trying to
say to them than th.ose who kmew nothing of the test. This
d4id not hold true in all cases, bubt as & general rule it did.
The general implications of this factor will be discussed
later in this chapters :

Rege ding certain elements of the sermon that the prea-
Gher wents to drive home and which he knows are misunder-
stood by many people, it would follow that he could afford

to give attention to special means of securins the inberest

and attention of his hearers on these points. Probably the d

most cffective wey to get this attention would be simply to

am
say, "This is important. You must understand what I

now going to say." This would avoid the danger of begcoming

monotenous by over-repetition or gsimilar forms of securing

emphasis and attentione
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'I? and 'R' express the same thought. 3Soth of these

questions were answered correectly by the majority of people.
Only seven people failed on 'I' and only thraebon "R, It ‘
wlll be noticed that paragraph ten discusses this matter |
at considerable length and has ample illustration. %he
fact that the questions used the same examples found in the
sermon might have helped the memory and thus influenced the
persons taking the test to make the proper choice on these
questionse

‘The problem of evil in the lives of Christian men is
the basis for 'J', 'K', 'P', and '“', These questions also
received a very high percentage of correct answers. They
were answered incorresctly by only four, five, three, and
two persons respectively. Paragraphs 11, 12, and 13 handle
the problem with particular reference to personal sine.
The average vhristian man is very much aware of sin. These
are two fachors that may have contributed to the resulis on
these four questions.

LY, 107, and 'S' are based on paragraph l4. It is
interesting to note that the multiple-choice questions,
101 gnd 'S' were handled very nicely with only two people
missing each of them while 'L' was nissed by 12 peoplee.
Actually the three questions are very much alike. I% is
possible that the choices offered in the multiple-cholice

questions were of the nature that the correct answer was

00 obvious. In both cases the 'wrong' answers were state-

ments that spiritual life depended upon human ef’ort, an
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element of dootrine that preachers in our church have em-
phasized greatly. Knowing that one of the two must be
correct, peopnle might have found it quite simplé to
check the right answer by eliminating the one that was
obviously wrong. 'L' offered no such opportunity and re-
quired an understanding without the prompting of any clues,
For purnoses of testing 'L' is more valid than either
0 or 'S' since it really tests "what it attempts to test”,
the extent to which people understood and retained this
specific doectrinal concept. The popular concept that man
must do something to save himself probably influenced the
answering of 'L' just as it did in the case of 'H'.

"' was missed by only two people. This positive as-
pect of the atonement is not always expressed in the words
used in the sermon or in this question and might by itself
have caused some difficulty. The statement that was placed

with it was formed in words very commonly used to express

the incorreet view of the atonement. This is another case

where the obviously wrong nature of one statement caused

people to choose the other as correct whether they under-

stood the implications involved or not. This does not mean

that people did not understand the statement as presented
by the preacher but it does mean that the results of this
particular question cannot be used to determine whether or
not they did.

Question 'T' was inserted for experimental purposes.
It is a question on factual material presented in paragraph

twelve. There was no attempt to make these facts appear

.
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important or mecessary for the proper understanding of the
sermon. The question was intended to determine whether or

not people would remember facts that were not somehow cone

TR |

nected with personal need or associsted with the sermon as
being essential for its proper understanding. Although a
single question can by no means prove anything it does
have a chance of indlicating a trend. The results indicate
that people have more difficulty remembering facts unre-
lated to life than more vital material. Sixteen of the
sixty-seven people failed on this question. Of the tﬁenty
questions only three, 'C', 'E', and 'H', received more

incorrect replies than 'T',

E. Study of Individual Cases

There were two questionnaires that were particularly
interesting. The first one was that of a man, 41 years
old, very active in Sunday Sehool work and a voting mem-
ber of the congregation. O0f the twenty questions he had
eight wrong and three of the alternate-response items he
answered with "', indicating that he did not know the
answers. He has been a member of the Lutheran Church since
his confirmation at the age of fourteen. It is certainly
strange that he should have such a high percentage of error
on the test. It would seem that his interest in Sunday

Sehool work and his long church membership would have been

more helpful to him. There seems o0 be no explanation for

the unusual results in this ocase. There are several possible

sources of wealmess. He may not have been properly instructed

when he was confirmed and the misconceptions resulting may
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s%111 be held without his realizing that they are wrong.
That would of course indicate 2 failure on the part of the
preacher %o correet the weakmess., It is also possible that
there were circumstances that made it difficult for him to
listen to the sermon, although he did not indicate them on
the questiornaire. Otherwise there seems %o be nothing that
would explain his failure to answer more of the guestions
correctly. ‘e might add that he might simply be weak in
natural intelligence. It is also poséible that the language
of the sermon was strange to him because of having learned
these particular conscepts in the German language. Since he
was 41 years old, it is possible that the language barrier
night have been quite important,

The most interesting case of the entire study was that
of a 23 year old man who has been with the Lutheran §huroh
all his life. He attended a parochial school and has had
four years of college training. His parents are very active
in chursh work and especially in Sunday Schools He was also
aware of the test., All of these factors would place him in
the group of people that weie most successful in answering
the questions and yet his record is among the poorest. - He
failed to answer eight of the questions correctly. Evi-
dently there was something in the teaching situation that
produced these unusual results.

He indicaeted that he had difficulty listening to the
sermon because "the sermon was uninteresting and seemed
like a repetition of old things he had already heard", and
"the sormon didn't really scem to f£it him at all". He

e ——
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attempted to explain these difficulties by a lengthy comment
on the back of the questionnaire which follows in fuil.

The anthropomorphism suggested by this (refering to the
first choice under question 16) and like statements seems to
me to be a prime pitfall for ministers. Perhaps in Christ's
times the parables were the most efficient method of gett-
ing is message across, Perhaps they're effective todaye.

To me it is confusinge. For I cannot concretize the ezamples
into sufficient models for livinge As worthy as their cn-
deavors are, as clear as their expostulations may appear %o
them, I feel that ministers deal too extensively with meta=-
phrsics which are left too abstract to be translated to ef-
ficient modern living. The minister's training as it is
constituted today is fundamental in that I ausume he is
learning to know Christ. Ideally the Christ-dictated minister
is the greatest of all teachers. Actually the man-in-the-
rulpit is neither completely Christ-dictated or the greatest
of teacherse. The power of Christ within him is probably
sufficient for his own individual needs, but not sufficient
for the task to which he has devoted his life, Secondary
tecnniques, despite the fact that they are mundane, base,
human, &c., are essential. These are; lodern pedagogics,
abnormal psyehology, mental hysiene. The most important
single method in sermon-building is probably the syllogism
(taking for granted the ebove is aszcounted for). There must
be & coneretization of Christian doctrines for modern 1947
Ste Louis livinge The responses listed under difficulties
on the other sheet were made in the light of this idea.

The efficacy of Christianity is never more immediately evi-
dent than in an observation of a Sunday morning congregation
as it listlessly, spiritlessly, thoughtlessly, prayerlessly
drones its way through a Iutheran service. If you look for
a-priori relstionship in this, you camnot find it. It
isn't the fault of the minister or the congregation--or

the Holy “Yhost. Lt is a matter of very complex relation-
ships, the solution of which, I believe, is suggested by

the shove.
These comments indicate that the listener in this

.
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particuler case had long been harboring certain misgivings
about the velue and effectiveness of preaching in his church.
It is entirely possible that having received the question=-
naire before he heard the sermon, he had set his mind to

f£ind material to support the brief to which he seems to be

writing in his comments. The result is & "mental set” di-

rected toward the selestion of stimuli in the preashing
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situation that would produce a negative effect. It seems
that he did not intenmd to learm anything from the sermon
because of his pre-occupation with making the best of his
opportunity to say something that may have been disturbing
him for a long time. It is possible that this attitude has
been with him for a long time and has conéequently cut down
on the eificieney of his hearing of sermons for an equally
long period of time. This is a possible explanation for the
large number of errors found in his questionnaire.

Sone of the ideas suggested in his comments are cer=
tainly worth obscrving and would be helpful to a preacher if
properly observed. We will discuss most of these ideas in

the econcluding section of this thesis.
I'e General Observations on the Experiment

Certain general trends are evident from the results
of this questionnaire. These results are plotted in graph

form in %he two figures below. Figure one pictures the aver-

age error per person for the groups classified according

to age, educational background, and awareness Or nNon-aware=.

ness of the test. We computed the averages by dividing

the total mumber of errors for a given classification by

the number of cases involved.
Figure two pictures simple percentage comparisons which

we computed by dividing the numbder of persons having answered

all questions correctly by the total rumber of persons

involved in each classificatione.

o = P A e
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I% is impossible to draw any completely reliable con-
clusions on the basis of these graphs because the number
of cases involved is much t0o small and the distribution in
the various groupings is very uneven. Statistically these
figures not very valuable. However, for the purposes of
this study they are very useful sinse they are intended only
%o make the experimenter aware of the fact that there are
many problems involved in doing an effective Job of preach-
ing Christian doctrine.

Although the trends indicated by tho graphs may not be
valid in the light of seientifie testing, measurement, and
statistical proceedures, they are quite interesting and they
Go seem to indicate real trends. The figures indicate that
those people who were aware of the test did a much better
Job of remembering the sermon. This trend was also indicated
in the pilot test. This would suggest that the preacher
could very well employ some method of getting the hearers
set for set to look for something specific as they listen to

the sermon., It involves a program of education. It might

also mean %that the sermon outline should be placed in the

bulletin, perhaps even the Sunday before the sermon-is preach-

ed, and also into the local mews paper. This would give

the people something to look for as they listen to the ser-
mon., The fact that these peopie knew they were going to
write a test on the sermon helped to kcep them alert to the

preaching, It is certoinly possible that using a method of

advertising the sontents of the sermon would also help the

!
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People keep their minds on the sermon because they would be
trained to look for something in the sermon rather than to
simply sit in the pew and wait for something to happen.

The figures indicate that those peoplé with one or
more years of college had the lowest average error per cese
and the highest percentage of cases with 2ll questions ans-
wered correctly. This group is followed by those havins two
to four yeers of high school. The lowest groﬁp is made up
of those having less than two years of high school educa=-
tion. I% is true that many of the people in ﬁhe last group
heve not as yet finished their education and are not as old
as those of the two other sroups, yet the figures do indi-
cate that the preaching some how seemed to bg directed more
to those who hafl a higher educational background. Preachers
have always held, in theory at least, that sermons should
employ lansuage and content suitable for every hearer in the
gongregsation. This experiment indicates that an honest ef-
fort in this direstion has evidently fallem short of this
ideal.

The results indiceted by the last section of Figure
one are comparable to those discussed in the preceding
paracraph. The percentage of cases having all questions
correct was much higher for the older age groups than for the

younger groups and the average error per person was lower for

the former and higher for the latter. The only exception to

the trend was the last group of people ranging from 41 to
65 years of age. This group dropped below the 21 to 31 age

[
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£roup in percentage of cases with all correct answers and
above them in the average error per casc. ?he-results in
the older age group are hard to explaine. Therc sare a nume

her of factors that may have contributed to the lower rating

5

!...

off the group. Seventy-seven percént of the group did not
know thet they would receive the questionneire and 63% of
the group had less than two years of high school and none
of them had any cullege trainings Both of these factors
would tend to pull down the standard of the groupe It is
alsc possible that some of these older people were trained
in the Cerman lansusge and that the nature of the instruction
they received might net have been as sound pedegogically
as that roceeived by the younser groups. - The terms used in
the discussion might have been quilte sfrange to these
veople even though they had been hearing them for the nast
few yeurs in the sermoﬁs of their pastor.

The geners). comments of the psople teking the test
were abous the same as those taking the pilot teste I
of the people remerked that they would like to hsar more
sermons on Yhristian doctrine with special application to
daily livinz. A few stated that they felt the semmon was
quite clear and to the point and that they @id appreciate
sermons with simple, concrets, understandable languacee
It is interesting to note that thrse paople of high school
sge remarked that they were tired when they heard the ser-
mon. In every instance the number of errors was at least

one full point above the averagse for the whole group. One
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high school boy saild that the sermon was hard to understand.
He had four errors while the average for his age group was
Sed EI'TOTrS Per case.

"he results of this final test agree with those of
the pilot test. DBoth indicate the possibility of using this
type of test for measuring the éfféctiveness of preaching
even though the method has its shortcomings. <%oth tests
have revealed s few of the probiems of doctrinal preaching
and have been very helpful in making the experimenter aware

of these problems.

o — 88 e B S e e i e B
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Chapter VI
Coneclusion
The Tindings of this thesis are by no mesns revolu-
tionarye The value of the thesis lies in the usefulness
of the personal experience gained by the experimenter and
Yo a limited extent, in the general conclusions that are
dravm from the study of the questionnalres.
The results of this thesis can be classifled as being

o

specific

v}
=

=3

d generale oSpecific resulis are those findings
revealed by a simple tabulation of the results of the ques-
tionnaires. General results are those findings based on
the evaluation of these specific results and an evaluation
of the project as a whole,

Speeifie results based on the tabulation of Tigures
of the qucsfioanaires ers both positive and negative.

Tositive results arc those findings of the compiled
figures of the questionnaires that seem %o sgree with ac-
cepted theorye. These results are found in the correlations
revesled between effective preaching and the age, educa-
tionzl background, and awareness or non-awareness of the
testing program on the part of the hearer.

The average error per case was largest for people

between the eages of 12 and 14 yearsSe The lowest average

error per case was found in the age croup ranging from
51 to 41 years. Those cases over 40 years of age showed a
hicher percentage of error than tne cases in the 21 to 30 or

31 to 40 age groups. This would scem to indicate thet older
people might have less difficulty in understanding the

H
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prezching done in our church. %his might be duve to pre-
vious experience or other factors whiech could not be checked
in this experiment. The sermon used in this thesis seems to
have becn directed to this older group of people. The fact
that those people who were over 40 years of age had & higher
average error than those between 20 and 40 years may be
due to a number of factors which we could not investigate
in this experiment.

In the previous chapter we suggested & number of possi-
bilities. Investigetion showed that none of the people im
this group had any college education and 63% of the group
ha@d less than two years of high school. Seventy-seven per=-
éent of the peonle did not know they would receive the ques-
tionneire, Some of these people were probably confirmed
in the German languegee. This means thet they might have
e grezt deal of difficulty in finding meaning in some of
the more or less technical religious terms as they:are used
in the Tneglish lansuageée Lt is also probable that these
veople were not aecustomed o think in terms analysis and
personal application. They would probably heve understood
very well if everything were put to them in the form of
illustrations or speecific cases from which they were o make
their own arplications. This fendency on the part of people
should remind the preacher that it is very necessary %o
reduce his theory %o specific prastical cases if he wishes

g1l of his people to cateh the importance of these factors

in their own lives.
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The preaching of this particular sermon also proved
more effective among those people who had a background of
hisher education. Those people who had one or more years

of college had the lowest average error per case and the

highest porcentage of cases with no errors at all. Those
having less than two years of high school had the highest

average error and the lowest percentage of cases with no

The presence of varied age groups and varied educa-
tional backgrounds in a preaching situation carmot be avoid-
ed. Yet it is the Job of the preacher to reach all people
%o the best of his ability.

People who were aware of the test while they heard the
sermon answered the questions more accurately than those
who new nothing of the test until they received their
copies after hearing the sermon. Knowing that they would be
tested on the sermon gave these people particular interest
in the sermon and probably created better attention and
sonsequently better hearing and understanding. Devices for

ereating such interest would be very useful in developing

an effective preaching situation. This might be done in the

introduction of the sermon by posing problems for_solution

or questions to be answered. Sermon themes for the month

or year might be published so that people get the habit of

looking for something particular in the sermon. The theme

or even the entire outline of the sermon might be published

in the local paper or bulletin of the preceding Sunday.

e+ e ———— e et e S e
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Recently people in a rural congregation complained because
their new pastor did not publish his theme and text in the
weekly newspaper the week before the sermon was preached.
The people had gotten into the habit of reading the text
for the sermon before they came to the service. Certainly
e very useful device for creating the interest so necessary
for an effective job of preaching.

Specific negative results are those which one might
nave expected but actually failed to materialize as the
questionnaires were analyzed and tabulated.

Cne would expect that those people who have had addi-
tional experience in religious education by way of lutheran
day school or by way of the Sunday School, would have done
a better job of handling the test questions. Actually the
results of this particular experiment showed the opposite
to be true., Conclusions based on these results are precari-
ous, however, because of the small numboer of ocases involved.
There were only 16 people who had only public school training
while 51 had parochial school training. The conclusions
based on Sunday School activity are limited in value be-
cause of the 31 people active in Sunday Schooi, nine were
children under 14 years of age while none of the 36 people
not active in Sunday Sehool were under fifteen years of age.
This places the age group with the highest average error

per ocase entirely within the group of people who were active

in Sunday School. An equal distribution of this age group

between the two classes under discussion would have done much

1 1l
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to minimize the differsnce now appearing in the results of
the groups as they are compared and also such an equal dis-
tribubtion might have reversed the ration and made it conform
to what one would ordinarily have expected. It is also
possible that the experience and learning these people gained
from their parochial school and Sunday Sechool experiences
might have been éxpressed in a vocabulary different from
that used by the preacher in his sermon. If these people
failed to make g transfer of ideas Trom their old termi-
nology to that used by the teasher or preacher, the learning
would be less efficient. It is even possible that the new=-
ness of the preacher's vocabulary completely blocked the
thinking of the hearers to the extent that they simply did
not think any more when the new terms were used and conse-
quently they failed to register at all,

General results are those based on the testing procedure
viewed as a wholes Some of these results are limited in
their validity by the inadequacy of the testing procedure
gs used in this study. The study was limited in its sscope
by the small number of people available for testing, the
lack of opportunity for testing the people fo; previous
knowledge of the materials presented in the sermon, ani by
the faet that only two experiments could be conducted in
the time available for testing. The validity of the test-
ing prooedure was also limited Dy the lack of experience
end information on the part of the experimenter in the field

of scientific tesfing and measurement technigues. These

e e ————r e o b ‘\
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shortcomings 1limit the usefulness of the experiment they
do not by any means destroy it.

The exercise of preparing a test on the basis of a ser=-
non was a most wholesome experience for the experimenter.
If a preacher expeets his people to successfully complete
& test sheet on the basis of his sermon, the preacher must
be sure that he has given them something on which he can
test them. He must have said something worth while. He
must also be sure that he has said it in a way that his
people will have no difficulty in understanding and remember-
ing what he has said. While preparing the test on the ser-
mon, the experimenter was forced to rethink many of his
ideas and to express them in different words. This result-
ed in the elimination of many long, wordy sentences. e
had %o throw out some would-be analogies and illustrations
that simply cluttered up the'thinking of the sermon rather
than helping to make its ideas stand out clearly. " This pro-
eess of reworking the sermon did not stop until the sermon
had been preached. Iven while in the pulpit the preacher
was forced to change a statement, to repeat an idea, even
to bring in an illustration not found in the manuseript be-
cause he could some how sense that what he had said on paper

was not sufficiently clear or complete to enable his hearers

to0 answer the questions on the test. A frequent repetition

of such an exerecise on the part of preachers would do much
to improve the preaching in our churche. It would force preach-
ers to say something worth while and it would make them say

. —— b o AT et e e e 5
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it in a way that there would be no misunderstanding about

what he had said.
By actual experience the experimenter became sensi i

tive to the problems of preaching doctrine. This was the

main purpose of the entire thesis as far as the experi-

menter was concerned. The concreteness of this experience

brought out a number of specific problems relative to the

preaching of Christian doctrine.
Preachers must preach doctrine. Doctrine alone has the

power to convert and the power to make people grow in grace.

The strength of Lutheran preaching has always been in
doctrinael sermons. We should not be afraid that doc-
trinal sermons are outmoded and old fashioned. In

fact, exactly the opposite is true. The truths by which
men must live and die are ioday more important than
ever. The Lutheran preacher must give his peonle what
they can get nowhere else in the mass of conflicting
medla whioch press upon thelr souls from londay to
Saturday. The ringing of all the chenges on the Law
andl the Gospel is still the heart of good Iutheran

preaching.l
People want to hear sermons on doctrine. A number of
people on both sets of questionnaires made special notes on

the back of their sheets to the effeect that they wanted %o

hear more sermons about Christian doatrine.z'

l. 0. P. Kretamann, The American Lutheran, Vol. ZXIII,

No. 5; p. 128,

2. This agrees with a statement made by Otto A. Piper.
"Conversations with laymen as well as the success of doctrin-
al sermons roveal a real desire for doctrine on the part of
our congregations. People who are unwilling to listen
more than twenty minutes to the ordinary sermon will be
fascinated and will listen for an hour or more when dostrine

is presented to them." O0tto A. Piper, Op. Cite, DPe 44.

s
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iffective preaching 1s actually effective teaching.
A good teacher can be expected to do a reasonably good job
of preachinge A poor teacher ean never be an effeaxtive
preacher. A preacher must be aware of the general laws of
learning and the principles of education. He must Imow
how people leaurn, why they learn, what they learn, and
the many things that keep them from learninge
Doctrine must be related to need. People will not
remember anything that does not attach itself to their
own personal life in a way that they feel a need of ite.
There is not much value in preaching that is unrelated
to needs, to the actual needs of contemporary men, to
the actual needs of those very people who are present
to recceive the precching message. Needs--=let this be
kept in mind--nc:ds determine what one shall nreach.
But not all human neceds, no matter how real and pressing,
come within the scope of the preacher's helpfulness;
there are many nceds of men that simply cannot be met
by preaching; But those nseds that are gemuinely
fundamrental to the real and abiding life of men,
they cean be met by preaching; for the real and abiding
life of men is spiritual, and spiritual needs c¢an be
met by preaching, whigh %s, with all its human elements,
o spiritual transaction.
The importance of awareness of need was brought out in
a number of questionnaires by the written comments of several
people. They wanted "planty of application of the text to
every day lifel" They wanted %o hear more sermons that would
help them in their daily living and "would give them a 1if%
after a long weak of disappointments.”™ They asked for "teach-
ings of the Bible applied to every day life.”
People do not remember what is not related to 1ife or

need. In guestion 20 of the last questionnaire the experimenter

3, Paul J. Hohe "What Shall I Preach?" ILutheran Church
Quarterly, Vol, XVIII, p. 119. (April, 1945)
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attempted to test this truth. The question was based on

a varacraph in the sermon containing facztual material on

the history of the first epistle of Peter. The material was | £l
not necessary for understanding the text and was not helpful
in solving the particular needs of the people. The results ?
of the question were in conformity with what one should |
have expected. Over 255 of the people failed to remember
what was said very clearly in the sermon on this subject.
Doctrine must neﬁer be presented in the technical jar-
con of systematic theology. Such language has absolutely
no meaning for peonle who spend their lives in the pursuits
of secular business and therefore cannot carry any live
significance to their minds. People might not object
to it because they would not want to show their lack of
information or perhaps because they think that religious
things must be sgild with religious words even if they do not
understand what they mean. Doctrine spoken in technical lan-
guage cgnnot produce spiritual life and camnot nourish
spiritual life in the Christian man. !
The preacher must have in his mind a very clearly de- :
fined aime. ZIvery teacher knows that he must have some kind
of aim in teaching his lesson. This aim will serve as a
guide in selecting langusge, illustrative material, and in
organizing the lesson. <Yor the preacher an aim will elimi-

nate the use of illustrations and stories for their own sake.

It will give his hearers something to which they can attach
their thinking. Perhaps the most valuable use of a alearly

T
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defined aim is that it can keep the prescher from simply

rambling on and on for the sake of f£illing out a twenty-

minute talking period.

Factors of attention play an importent part in the
Presching of & sermon. Having gained the zood will and
interest of his hearers, the preacher rmst still secure the
attention of his listoners as he emphasizes certain big
ideas In his sermon. 7This can be done by repetition, in-
flection of the volce, or illustration. An effective way for
securing the necessary attention of his he rers is emphasizing
his point with very deliberate statements liks,. "This is
important, you must remmmber what I am now géing to say.”

A testing prosram of the nature used in this thesis
might be used to good advantage by a preacher as he develops
his own program of teaching and preaching. It will keep
him aware of his problems and alert to new methods and
procedures for solving thems One test will never be suf-
fieient.4

Questionnaires and testing programs are very limifted
in their usefulness. They can tecst knowledge and to a cer-
tain extent they can be used to test juigments. However,
effective preaching goes much farther than simply providing
people with kmowledge and the ability to exercise Judgments.
Preaching is intended to oreate and to sustain spiritual

life. 4ny really usable testing program will not overlook

these factse

Z, An example of such a questionnaire was used by the
Reve H. W. Hallerberg in his congregation at Clayton, Ill.
With his permission we include the questionnaire as an appendix

to this thesis,

e ——— e
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Personal ministration is the only really effective
neans of testing the effectiveness of preaching. The pas-
tor must get down into the lives of his people. He must
find out what their spiritual needs are. He must see where
their newly oereated spiritual life is not breaking through
into their day by day living. He must find out if his
Sunday sermon is being used during the week by the people as
they live their lives among the people of the world. As
the pastor sees a member of-his flock falling short in the
exercise of his spiritual life, the pastor immediately
applies the necessary power for making the change. He gives

the man doctrine, some times right on the Spot.‘always in

his Sunday preaching. This is a second value in nersonal

m.nistration. The preacher finds out just what his people
necd. Then he prepares his Sunday sermon so that it cannot
but toueh the hearts and lives of his people. Such preaching
will be most effective. Under God it will be a most blessed

and soul-satisfying ministrye
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