Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship

5-17-1948

Principals Applicable to Racial Problems Enunciated by Selected
Lutheran Theologians

Howard Armin Moellering
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_moelleringh@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation

Moellering, Howard Armin, "Principals Applicable to Racial Problems Enunciated by Selected Lutheran
Theologians" (1948). Bachelor of Divinity. 230.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/230

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F230&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F230&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/230?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F230&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

PRILCIPIES APPLICABIE TO RACIAL PROBLES
IETUHCIATED DY SELECTED LUTIERAN TIEOLOGIAIS

A Thosls Progented to
Tho Faculty of Concordia Scminary
Department of Prectical Thsology

In Portiel Fulfillment
of tho Requiromonts for the Dagreo
Bacholor of Divinity




Table of Comtenta

Introduction ¢« « s s s s s 0o 00 s 006000
I. Tho Universel in Croation ¢ ¢ s e o ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ o
Il Tho Universel in Sin ¢ s e s ¢ ¢ 0 s s o o &
III. The Universel in tho Commmics of Selnts o
IV, The Univorszl in Christion Iove « o o o o «
V. The Hisoionary Obligation ¢ ¢ e s o o o a o
VI. Certain Objections Antiolpatod « « o o o o

el
o b
« 19
o 26
« 34
o 46
» 50
. 62




PRINCIPLES APPLICABLE TO RACIAL PROBLEMS ENUNCTATED BY SELECTED
LUTHERAN THEOLOGIANS
Introduction

Tatheran thoology io fixed by the Word of God. That is to say
1ts doctrinos ere not mltiplied nor changeds But the systematiszing
and tho epplication to problems and nesds experience changes in pre-
sentation and emphasie.l Thus Iuther in his study of Genesis took note
of tho offorts if tho Fathers, end without chenging Seripture doctrine
ho was ablo to say:

sdcih Gicengoly bty bor Sar Vallicmanhelt baben s1o

nicht haman koomon.2

Infmingmﬂibﬂcalmﬁoiplemamwpmb]m_ueomt
safoly disvepard the past.3d The struggle of plous theologlans of former
vears to epply Scripture to the same or similar sitvations as those
confronting tho clmreh of tho presont has its lossons. Faor posterily

1. Cf, Charles P, Kreuth, Iho Copservative Reformation snd Its

9 PPe 329. 330.
2. lartin Iuther,
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%o thirk that 1% 1o ablo to most a new or intensified problem withe
out hooding the suggostions of antiquity is pride. The other extrems
is to ascribe an authority to thsologians of tho past vhich properly
bolongs only 4o tha Hord of Godes This, tov, is wmelutherand

The Iarthoran Clureh todmy is confronted by various problems which
rPesant thanselves with wnperalicled intensity in their demand forr
cloar-cub, Bibllcal answers.5 Into this class boloags the question of
what solution to racial hewvmuny the churck shall suggeat end harself
practico.

Hore lecsons can bo learned from Iutheran theologians of the paste
Difficulties of effacting racial harmony in a Ged-pleasing manner wera
not wmlmown in other ecges. Thus there ere the results of past study
by whlch o yprofli. lNoreover, a solution to the Gifficulty vhich runs
eombor to current opinfon and practics is customarily stigmatised as
ubtorly novel, A judguert on this point can be formed only by e study
of some of the pertinent writings. The pronouncemsnts of various Luth-
eran theologiens should, therefore, ba of imterest, not in the serss
that tho elamerts on ukich theso men eubstantizlly agree are to bo
accepted as Dibllcal end binding but for the value theb the effurta
of other carnsst and leerned Christions may heve in helping the ciuroh

4o Chorlos P. Xrewth, (op. gite p. 205) refers to suoh & procs-
dure as idoletay. Ofmﬁmsdmmwlew@
"o ars not such mosaidohtwanm'“wﬁ%qf;
&themmtmtmﬂwﬂswwmwhﬂn =

iy tority to do."
5M@mmmrms.mm%%£
Undion, p. 58, memtion the relationship of oluweh and d:fzne its
themb]mseomminguhiehﬂnmhisomﬂdtﬂ
aambefora.
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of the prosent to molo the proper application of the appropriate Scrip=
turo.6

6e Ko Rozpo, The Abiding Uond vol. I (An Anthology of Doctrinal
Bssays for tho your 1945, Bdited by Theodere lagtsch) p. ﬂ,dimssﬂ.ng
the proper use of tho Dibls as parsoncl odds this thoughts
will and can b3, of course, anemhnngaetideas,ambualhalﬂng
tafmﬂmr:}u:mdofﬁwfmﬂari@tomm,thejmm-
ing of the solution of problems of feith and living o « «"




I. Ths Uadversal in Croation

God Lag mado all men, This fact estoblishes that there is & wni-
ty of tho Imen maco, Ve ave ane family, Although Lutheren theolozi-
ang have nob urged this Seriptural dootring with the fvll faree of
1l its implicatiors for reoicl havmory, yot the koanest of owr minds
in thelr most dlocarning remrks have polnted in ono divecticn.l I6

le I3 chould bo notod that it is admissible to argus on tho basis
of the vniversals amployed by Scripture. If God declares that all
nen ave s croation, that il ere esirmers, that all orc redoemed by
Clwist, thot 2ll believers ave numbered in the commmica of saints,
then it is charactorlstically Imthoran not to maks axcoptions. Espe-
elally wken the exbent of Christion love is considared mmoh hinges
o this point, Iuther wrged the fores of Scripture's vniversals against
Erasmn! dosiring of tho froodcm of the will, "Dam der nlmmt nlemanden
aus, dor do sogts cllos Fleioch igh Grap, ols dan Geiat, der verdorzen
nacht, Do loosst anch nichis aus, der da segh, das Gras ist das Volk¥,
(Martin Luthor, Inthere Ssermtliche Schmiffen vol. ZVIII, col. 18685)
Luthor nakes puch of o Scriptural wmivarscl. IIs ropoate the argument
sovaral Hinos. in thoe same sivain ho protostss (gp. glk. col. 1944)
UIeh sogo von mir, ich wmdere mich sshr, dass, obglelch Paulus so of%
Jeno aXlgemeinen Hoerter gobrouchts alle, keiner, nicht, nlrgends,
olmo o o o 50 da8s wam jemand anders reden wollte, er @3 doch nicht
Xaroer md deutlicher reden kosmnto; ioh wundicre mwoh, sage leh, wis
o8 goschohon koembe, dess gegen dissa allgemeinen Auvsdruscle. vmd fus-

Sgruschs oalgogengesetato, Ja vidersproohcnde keben auflomnen Loemnen,

naenlich: Sinige sind nickt abgowlchen, nicht wngeracht, nicht bocse,

nicht Svender,eniclt verdoms o « o
mm&sicmwméw.mnmmﬁg

theso limitations wnless they cm bo showa to bo divingly imposed.

TR e
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romalns to molo the selfevident opplication to the intmaified danznds
of tho rwosont ago.

Uncdorod by lengthy ocomcnt or application Iuther asserts the
mityofthelmmumewremqfomm.@amiathsw
ablon of Lden fron the dust of the earth followed by the formtion of
Eve out of Adam's rib, |

flenn mm dioser Anfemp gesstzt ist, so folgt dernech
dlo Foripflonmmg, dosa ein Memsch von dem anderen durch
Vereinigung wod Vermleching Manmes und Veibes gessugt wnd
gehoran wird, Welchos demm euch ein wimderlich Geachoent
iot, noemlich, dass aus oirem Troopflein von dss lenschen
L2ib dos gonze nenscliliche Gesthlocht gezougt wird; wle
Pavlus avp dlosem Toxbo mu Athon mit don Phllosophen foin
disputirt kat, « « o« Bier cagh Poulus, wie das parse monsche
licho CGeochlochw erseught wad borgoloomen sel vom eraten
lMonpokon; wio or epricht: ems Binos Blute."? =

Fron this cioplo stebomnt of fact read on to find the wity of
the Iumn vacs ctubboraly defeaded. Croct pains end theolopleal aowmen
are exartol o mintain $his tuth, Thoro 45 evon haiveplitting dstall
%0 embicoine our oneness es o rece. :

Dz, T, Pigpar hap a hrlef paragraph on "Die E‘.‘. '.'so‘.‘.'h dos Monschon=
geschlockta®,3 The myth of coedawitos or proadamites ig rejected.
"Aden igt der erste Mensch wnd der einsige Starmvater dos ganzen Hon=
schengoschlsohts. s To holghten this comcept of tho mity of Inmonity
there is swprising euphasis an the fact that Bve won not an indopend-
ent creation. Nor i this unity only corporeal. Even the soul is de-
rived. "Das Wolb lommt ven don lionne wnd muar nech Iodb wmd Sesle.!5

VOloIGOl-lsz




In a footnote Quenatedt is quotad.

m}.l;
Mwme mme_wm

i‘urwua 2 8z .14.0:.' 6
Tho gams quotation is listed by Walther in his edition of Bsler's
Coiroamilizm,7 Baler himpelf suggests this sigmificancss
Placuls auben D

&M@:—
nowis virilis k-xr__o:}g_@o ad dyoevriV
mz"-.asmo 9 conjurid, aggus it.. POTTO axl witaton

o’_pj_;u}un aut_prineinii totive poneris mmend

$anto olavivs comoscondan; partin, ub « « «8
Luthovan thoology defonds its concopt of raciel wnlty calling in even
inconspicious details for evidence of the corroctueas of its teaching,

Tho catzlog of orrops refuted is mot yob exhausteds Sono of the
theories that would have destroyed the coneept of cmeness in tho human
femdly sosm stwange and ferfetebod, Fo doubt thoy eve. Bub it i oig-
nﬁ’lumri‘ that Iutheran theology vigorously opnosad ‘then in defanse of
SmPttmal wuthe

Hevo is tho list as given by Cherles P, Krauth:

"Ths hypotheses which aro opposed to the Seripturo dootrine
on?themtyofﬂmhmnme,eraingm'althaaasﬂm

' 6. Quonstedt 1 uoted in Frans Ploper, g9ne gits De 583,
s 131y q

"Te doh, Baiowr, (mitﬂl oy Ge

F. Valtlor) vol. II, pe 93
8¢ Joh, Balory, 9Qe ﬂ- Pe 4




thoory of the cosdamitos, i, 6. of tho creation of esveral
original races. Tho thoory of the Proadamites, of mem before
Adon. This was espacially devolopsd by Isaac Peyrerius, in
his worl, Pracademitas, Amstordam, 1655. Ho took ths ground
that in CGon, 1, 26 is naarated the croaticn of the £irat men
and in CGen. 2 is narzatod tho creation of Adan, from whonm
the Jown springe The thoowy of Autochthons, uhich is the pro-
valend vioy of sheptical natuwralists, is that the race carxe
from the orrbhy in ite ariginal conditlon, by whet is callsd
genoratio saviveen or that moan is the rosult of tho develop-
ment of & iower organization into & highort, 9

Sinco in eawrlicr tines reclal relations wero corcelved more in
terns ofJewm&Ge&biles, thsmjautimotﬂnthecryoi‘%ymﬁus
becomos tho more noaningfvl, The words of Cuonstedt in presenting this

. onbithosle evo vigorous. YAntithesis = 5. Prasademitoren conditoris

Iooncl Poyrowil o « o qui @mo 1655 o « « portentunm koo ex orcu protu-
1its Gomtilon gonors ob origing e Judeois diversos 8885 « « «%10
"Portaniin ox crco! 18 strong lenguage. Quenstedt uas touchy about
heving o unity of the vace dlsturbed by any Seripturelly wiarrent-
od theory.

Bengel exareisss his excgetical acumen to mintein the unity of
tho Tace, On fots 17, 26 bo wites: "erte antithoton est £ves, AV
uniug ot come. lote especially thist 774V £A9Vo § azme genus, Han
dleis, 774V TH e:i.'9n, , crmes nationes. Omnes woa gens sumus,”il
The coumens 45 discerning, end all eimo at dsfense of reoiel wnily.

Luthor was ermoyed by Jowish racia exTogancds Interesting end
towpmumrmmmmmthwofdlthﬁ

9. Chetles P. Kveuth, Tha Gongervabive Reformation end Itg Jhe-

elosy, .pp. 367, 363 S + 4o quoted in Joh. Bader
10, Quenatedt, m:!@! “""‘g".?ixf'pf o (Baited by Co Tu o

Halther),
13, “Joh, k. Dengel, Guonon Hovd Tectamentd, in Joco.




is called mmnanity,

Und a8 wollen wir viol sogon? Ioh will (so die Ceburt
vor Cotb gllt) obomeo edelmin, als kein Juds, ja, auch so
edal als iAbrahom salbst, als David, als alle heiligen Pro-
photen ml Apostel; will's ilmen dasu leinsn Dank wissen,
dascso sio wich chomso odsl halton (der Gobwrd halben wor
Gott) cls sich oolbets Und wo Goth moinen Adel wnd Goburb
nlcht willl so wohl ensehon, als Ipaakn, Abrahsms, Davids
md allor Hollligon, o will ich ssgen, er tinw miy Unreohi,
und sel nichi elin rechicr Richiar. Deun das lapgss ich mix
nicht nohmon, mwnd soll mir auch weder Abrsham; David, Pro=-
vhoten, Apostol, ja, kein Engel in Himnsl nelmen, dass ich
mich rushmo, Hoah sel (mach leiblicher Geburt odor nach
Floigeh wd Blub gu reden) mein rechter netuerlicher Oross-
wvater, wd coine Bhofreu (wer sie gewesen ist) sol meine
»ocirte notucrlicho Crossmittery denn wir sind je olle von
don einigon Heah, nach der Suendfluth, herkommen; von Kain
sind wir nicht lommen, wolehos Geaschlacht in der Susndfluth,
wd golre vwiel von Vegtern, Solwmepern, Ireunden HNoch, alle
endlich vertilgh o o « Domn wir gind, ebon wd gleich so
voll ale slo, in dersaiblgom heiligen Vecter Iemdan gewest
els cio, wd ist e ger kein Unterschied der Goburd-odor
Flaisckos wnd Bluts halben, wlo das muss alls Vermmft
sapon. Dorhalbon dis blinden Judom ja sumal grobo Harmen
und viel waimmiger sind weder dio Helden dasp sic ilwe
laiblicha Ceburs oo hoch rushmen vor Gott; so sie doch
Genpclban helben nickie bessor sind dexm allo Heidem, wail
wir allo boide ginerloi Gebwrt, Flsiach umd Bluts uind:u}oh
don ellovaraien, bosten, heiligsten Grossvaetern, wmd koines
dem andaren kum otwes Sonderliches vorverfen noch eufrusoken,
dos ilm zicht auch mit treffs. 12

The argumarietion heve employed by Luther is moro then unadorned
nerration of Sikilieel facte Tho truth is stated for a special purposd.
The common ancestry of ell vaces mesms for Iuther that no Tacs o
urge ito daseant aseingt cmother in gupport of eny theory of superior-
1t7. The Polly is appavent becauso cbviously perentage is finally
identical.dior oan the applicebility of the evgment be svaded by ex=
phesinine thet the Jewsiwirodneed their descent in suppert of spirit-

12, Hartin Lutbes, Luthare Segmbliche Sdmilien. vol. XX, cols.




ually leveling before God, i% also levels man with man on every plane,

Luthoran writers havenotmmymﬂaumoitmmép-'
plication of the doctrine of the onemess of manldnd, Yot this doctrine
of a comon crigin is not nerely stated as though devold of practical
significance, Chemmits speaks plainly:

Sy mstw octs earode m_ ._.m_
aon_dospaxerds.l3

A losson on lowo is tied in with the fact of the onencss of man.
Charles P, Krauth points in the same direction, "Ths dootrine of the
"Unity of theo Human Roce' is important in its bearing on the recognition
of the counlity end fraternity of a1l mankind "1} There is no obscu-
rity hore. Iutheran writors defend a clear doctrine and meke an obvious
application. To teach that men are all of the same ancestry is to be
under obligation to apply this cnensss to life's associations and re-
lationghips.

Tho search for defensible racisl distinctions in Iumtheran liter-
ature is futile. The only clessificetion Seripturally warranted is that
made botween balievers end wmbeliovers. This is the division made by
John Gerhard, The discuseion is concarned with the false dootrine of

o liartin Chemita vol. II, p. 72
ﬁ- Charles P. nwih%wmmmmmm

s De 367



a purgatory. Still the statements made are epplicable to owr topic.
Seripture Imowa of only two classes of men, the believers who belong
to heaven, and the mbelievers who belong to hell. .

It io not irrelovant to introduce this division into a discussion
of physical Iinship, This classification shows that in view of our ity
by virtus of common perentage no divieion of mankind on a purely phys-
ical basis is possible. Only the condition of the heert in relation
to the Savicr can form a proper fundementn divisionig. This is true.
even though Gorhord mey bo spesling only of tho spiritual sphero with
his dpse dhmtavest, classes end in mmivereun duo lantun bominum gepare
dontur, At loost this mch is forthwith epparent that divisions are
m‘cp@ozﬂviathespiritualsphero,andav.anm,asﬂubam,
the Scripturel concept of sin end redenpticn leaves no room for prides

The ebtempt to draw reciel distinctions in spite of the wniver-:
sal in oveation is cortein to lead to difficulties. Je Gerhard discuss-
eaweswmqmsﬁm.MMQWMM'
in rewblics tolemeve dghoat?16 The evgments pro end con aro listed.
Then thero follove en evalustion. The question is whether Gerhard's
conclusions are Biblically defonsibles

15, Jolm Gerhard Theglogicd, vol. VIII, pe 136
16. Jobn Gerhard, Lo L. V1, pp. 362 21,




Those are somo of his suggestions:

viligsimo 11145 consedatur, Cunm enim propter crucifi-=
ionem lossiao o terra gua divinitus sint expulsi et per=
petuo orpilio mancipatbi, 1dgo acqun eph, ub 6 Christianig

curdit

beat Judacus gruamcln'ﬂ.u'um:a 30508 quda:rbd.acm

- reguirit ub tanquan glterius ot quidem foralis sactaaho?-
inosg o Chrisbionis qualitatg habitus et externo guodam olp=
no distincmonitur , o e Ho concodantur illis tales noerotiationes
guas immodiato ed oiberis et edulis spectont, quia foetido .

Tharo 15 no noed to demonstrata that the policies hero advocated
cannot bo harmonised vith Scripture. In fairness it mst be noted thet
Gerhovd strosees other points which ere nare equitable. Hovevar, the
statenento quoted demonstrate that vhen the Biblical concept of the
wmiversal in creation is forgobten, the demger of involvement in anti-
Seripturel vicwe throatens. mm@aummmmmmm
Btm.ﬂviceasvhatofﬂerhmd‘aiﬂmdoubbmedwmaasire
to dofend Christian trath againat the religlous beliefs and prastices
oftheaem.s@nofmmmmmmdeGWﬂmfdﬁ
mstalaohaveimensadthspiouslwu'tofﬂa'hard The towering groat-
neaaofthetmmmmlmthesemswwmwtﬂ
cmphasise the paril in liniting Christien miversalisn.

mmmumm&mmmdwamamm

17. Jom Goderd, ane §l33s Vole VIs PP 382 £2,




tho onemoss of momldind io apperent in the "Ham Iegend". This labol
has boen attached %o the theory that holds that tho curse proncunced
by Hoah on Canaan, tho con of Ham, still rests on the Hegro; that this
curse includes condemnation by God to soms kind of physical sorvitude;
that such mandfest vill of God met not meet with lnman interference.l8
This theory flagrantly viclates the Biblical concspt of tho ocneness
of mankind, Nothing so exposcs to the rebulw of sound ssholarship,
Irrofuteble objections against the legend have been made. The
myth is £ully esposed by Andvew Schulze.l9 A sane exegosis of the
Seriptimo in question has been submitted by J. Ernest Shufelt.20 The
fobrication is bared and its prevelence in Lutheran literature protest-
ed by Osborn T. Smeliwood.2L
Itiur.oﬁtothemosehewatoimasti@atethamgindﬂw
“on Togend®, T is roferred to as a demcnstration of the folly involve
ed in donying, limiting or to any extent forgetting the Biblical doc-
trino of manltind!s oncmosse
To 11lugtrate the point thare is to be noted that such exmgesis
08 romembered our racial wnity produced an edifying interpretation.

18, The samo thought eso ip at work here @s in the mind of
Gerhard es quoted abm(p?oﬁ)ﬁmehaommm“agimﬂmwe-d
ﬁtﬁzﬂsmmemmmammmtm pars

tiles.

19, Andrew Sclmlaze Heighbor of Another Color, PPs 45 ££.

20, Je m-nasesm;.feii-.!:z'léﬂmh'a c?'bee aﬂw, Concordis
wm mg vol. N0e s PDe ®

2. The Anericon Lutheren, vol. XXX, mos 1
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Inther gives such an interpretation in his comentery on Genossis.
The sentiment of Iumther quoted above secms to have been in his mind
vhen ho approached the toxb Geme 9, 26 ££,22 The ewegsticel result
is Christian, nohlo and fer memoved fron the mistale of racism ssen in
Gerhand, .

Luther spurns to seo the significence of this seotion in torms of
the physical. Ho rojects Jewish pride basse on the blessing of Shem and
conversoly wrosting the curse of Gannan to bolster racism., Commenting
on Gene 9, 26 ho writos:

Digses sind zwol grosse und treffliche Propheszeiwmgen,
dio men wohl betrachton solly demn sie gehoerea auch auf
whpers Zoit, wlewohl sic von den Juden meisterlich verfaslscht
8ind. Domn woil pie seheny dass Hem dreimal vorflucht wird,
glchon wmd deuten sie solehes auf ihres Volkes Rulm und machen
glch darous eine Zusage einer leiblichen Herrschaft und welt=
lichon Roichs; so doch viel eine andere Ursache 1st, dass
dez Fluech so oft wiederholt wird.23

Imthor rojects the Jewish error vhich mskes tho promise physical
and intcrprets it So colfish, carnal sdventege.?4 Flainly he believes
that the greatest impact of the curse is after all spiritual.

Holter moigt dicse Propheseiung guch an, dass Nosh gar
roichlich wnd trefflich mit dem Heiligen Geist erleuchiet
rowanon 3st, dioweil or eimmal gesehen hat, dass sein Geschlocht
cwig Dlodbon wende; fuers Andere; dass Hem mit seinem Ge-
sehiooht endlich wuerds wntorgehen und sonderlich des geist=-
1icher Sogons darben und beraubt sein, ob er wohl mit seinsm
Goschloch’ 6ing Zeit lsng wuerds Gewalt und Herrachaft habene25

Wbzt “nog it msan thet Fem 48 rejected? .

. Haﬁtﬁﬁmmﬂiohuzdm-mdmgeismm&gm
nicht zugelassen, olms dass da-etwas dvrch die sufaellige
Gneds hat geschehan koenmen.26

22.2- p.8 .
23, Martin Iuther, Iuthers Scermtliche Sclpiften, vol. I, col.

i 24. This is basically the error underlying the interpretation

favoring the "Hem Legend". ]
%ag. §Iart1n Inther, 3. &%-: ool. 646,




And vbat is the real significance of the tlesoing? Soms kind of
racial, physical advantage? "Demn er redet hier nicht von einen leib-
lichon odor soltlichon Segen, sondern von dem Segen durch den guluenf=
tigen verholsosonan Samen,%27

To what extent doos racial ancastry come in for consideration?
The blessing is not thus inherited.

10 Vactstogeng verds caarton ok tlenh maoh dem Fiaiaahy

gglcgi&c;f%vmm Kinder soion und nicht vielmshr durch

lic» is tho curce phyblcally inherited. "Alao goliosrt such der
Fluch domen olloing dio im gottlosen Wesem des Hom blaiban wd bew
harran,"29 This iz o notoworthy semtonce. Such a a'l;ntemant placas

Iothor irrotriovebly cutside the camy of racists o advocate the
"Han Logend", The cancept of race is phiyelcal. But Luther explicitly
denigs thot ko blosging end curso horo involved have anything to do
vith racial doscont.

Luther doss not roged this e en isolated insta‘s:ca.ifor tho need
of a spiritualised interprotetion, It runs through the entirety of the
Christion religlon.

Dags also dep Vel wd dle Erfaloung selbst ausweisen,

O G e oion Lo, noodr gl

Llich vercishen muss.30

Applying tils canon to the blessing end curso here memtlonsd and
in answse %o the quosticn, Mho are the descendants of HamP® Iuther

27, Mariin Iubher, ope ites cole G45e
28, Mortin Iuther, gp. Qilies COLe 6476

2% o
30. %ﬂ Tuther, one gike, o©oOl. 648,




arrives at this answer: "Kein und Ham, als die Vorfahren und Gross=—
oltern, dor Pabst aber und der Tuerke, als derselben lachkommon."31

L noneraclal interpretation of thie secticn of Scripture yields
an edifying pewoduet. Iuthor's corment vindicates this assertion. The
quotations introduesd above ore primavily a proof thet Iuther aid nob
conpidor thic section in Yerms of the physical, That he rojocted.
Rather ho found desp epiritval lesssons, lhere have distorted
Seripture to evolvd an irdefensiblc nyth thet restricts Biblical uni-
vorsalimm, Imther cotuelly finds traces of wiverselisn, He struggles
vith tho moaning of o) O and examinos the iatin translotion, di-
latot Deus Jagheth, wtil on the besia of the etymologleal meaning of
Jophoth (tho extender) and with en eye on the historical facts ho
errives ab this ivtorprotation:

Tnd gohoort dlecer thmach YNoahs dahin, desc dos Evangele-

i drmeh Ao ganzo Velt susgebreltet worde « « « Und saigh

dammoch allhier Gobi dem Hoch an, dass die ermen Heidon auch

in den Ifobbon- Sens volmen, des ist, suwr Gemeinschal® der

Custer komen sollen, wolche dor Soim Gottes in die leld

gebracht hate 32

That ho wrivorgal oxtont of theso epiritual blossings nmilivates
againgt tho rocial interprotation of this uiole goction is evident
uhaniﬁﬂ.arammbemdthntmﬂmmdarstooatmmﬂmaﬂmofm
curso ond blesaing o Lo spiritmal rather than physical, In Lrief, all
thtm&mmmamwmwdmmmamgwthamu
not racially mestricted bub wniversalized.

ﬂmmﬂepointbemsemmeeﬁéwtﬁmﬂmleammm

323 Mertin Iuther, gpe Slbe, cols 653
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found aro emmorated. The result of his meditation should be contrasted
wvith the "[an Legend®,

Luther £inds a lesson for the Fourth Commndnent, "Wemm derhalben
die Kindex den Eltern wmpehorsam werden, so ist es ein gowlss Zeichem,
dass der Fluch wnd Unglueck nicht weit ist."33 The fact that the curse
of Canoan was long in coning loads to this cbservation:

Fier goll mem aber cuch dlo Rogel merken, welohe die

Brfalavag solbot wid dio hoilige Schrift anszelgt, nasmlich,

dass well Gott mit dor Strafe imme haelt wnd sio varzicht,

or von dor Welt verlacht wnd Lvegon gestralft wird.34

Alzo thero is nood for faith,

Diose und andore Prophezeiungon allo, sle verkolssen

oder Grohon, sind mit dor Vermunft nicht su degreifen,

lagson gich auch go bold nicht fuchlen, sondermmrden

verstanéon durch don Glavben.35 -

In Graving lossons for his owm tinus Tuther is not found distort-
ing ho texh to bolster any reciel thaory. God's Word here recsswres
hinﬂnthiaovmaelicalcmoiari@talwmnuwpmpt-
ible %o tlc ssascz. Thot is how God regulates the fulfiliment of his
blessings,

LG UnC Zeit schier auch 21850 ZU « o o
Iﬂtmgelrbas:]otai% i

17 vir vissen dass vir Vorgebumg der Suendon
o o e wnd yersschmten Gobb duroh Christun
habw,bia;mchdorleibliohe%gonlmmjmgsmm.sﬁ
The baxt leaves no Toom for pride. It is rather a lesson in hu-
ww.mmmmmm.mmmmmmmw.

Ehuhateraber!‘wmm,damernlohbaaghﬂaelobat

33. lortin Im, ODe mus col. 64_1-

B A ety e Gkl el tAE
] ° e .

36. lovtin Luther, gp. Sltes cole 643
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sel Sem", sondern sagts "Celobet ssl Gott, der Herr des
Sen"? Antwort: Solches geschieht wm des trefflicken und go=
wvaltigen Segous willon, Demn redet hier nicht von einca leibe
dicher cder soitlichen Sogen, sondern von dem Segen durch
don silmenfiigen verhoissenen Samen « o » Dorue foclnt er

gu wnd danlt Gotbe 37

The blossing coming from God alone is'not physically inherited.
Thic could become ceuvse for arrogant pride. A1l depends on faith in

" the truo CGod.

Eban dicses geigh Mose hier euch heimlich an, weil er
Klor gegb: "Golobel sei Gotl, der Herr des Sem®. Denn Qamit
20igt o cn, dass dic Verhelssung nirgend anderswo sei, demn
de der Herr 45t dos Sen. Darmm wird avch ein Jule dieser
Verhoisoung nicht theilhaftig, or habe demm den Gott dos
Sem, das ist, en sel dem, dass er glaubs.38

Insteod of suggesting o tho Christien mind so untenable a theory
as racisl sq:awioritwfhemmtﬁe ahouldraﬂmbaareuﬂ.n@arofm
Impornoneney of all in this 1ifo,

nd wmterwsisen ws solche Exempel, dess vir loraen sollen,
osg vir keing gowlese noch bleibsnde Stastte in diesen =8it-
lichon Isbon su guchen habay sovdern dass wir in so mancher—
loi TFasllon, wolchen dieses Leben umterworfen, auf die

Hoffmmg des ewlgon Lobans, die wms durch Christun verhsissen

1at, oohon s0llsn.39

Ir 211 of theso obsarvations there is rich, palatoble spiritual
focd, It io when the Scripturel tesching of the unlversaliem in cre-
ation ig disfigmwed by tho millations of Taslsm that the conclusion
bacowes wrtanable. The Biblical teaching camot bo clroumscribed.

Thosowmommmma!smmgufcamnthemh@ﬁmota

37diovbin Iuathor, oDe ﬁo, 0010. 6454
38, Martin Luther, gpe gl col. 647.
3% lMarin Luthau.':._ Ode ﬂ&g: col, G49.
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mhh@&ﬁbmmmﬂewﬁm.
Concodo that this toxt marks the begimming of slavery. The lesson to

be learncd 1s not that a single raco now has 4o suffer the cimsequences
of gin. Bven the poslidon of tho mester has not escaped %he taint of
sin, This ig uhot Luthorans have tought.

in contrarl
1.1 !1&.:.*.1_1_@8, aiot
pg"c;b: g utrogw

atquo ininitis porioulls oxponltur, obtemporans alleno
grbliipdo drelbue of no mmm.emm_m M;mm
gg_@ psﬁm.. uo_l,im,, g;mm Tharquo I

suibles porsolvat.

T!m_tisazﬁ.stahatomoethahazﬂahipsattendmtmacm

social or ccononic status to'n gpoclal sin and its curse., Everyono and
overy class pulfor from the conpequences of sin, A1l men ere the creation
of God, Sin k snotunaetthisrelubionshipmfwamanﬂleaam
others tud squelly for all,

aldutn, . « gk Col. orutag; quoted
in T, Doter, &W&m{%@ by C. Fs We
Heliher), vol, III, De 7636
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II. The Universal in Sin

‘Vhat wes montionaed incidentally in the previous section needs %o
be exmminad ab greater length. In chapter one sin eatered the discussion
ginco tho Biblical narrctive of a distinet transgression and its curss
hag boan madc to form the basis far cloaving the roces of manlkird,
vhereas thoy are end romain ons in spite of sin, The fact is sin's
blight has sotiled on all races maldng all utterly dependent on God's
grace and thus leaving none to boast of superioity over others.

The prinmovy Lutheren confession makos this clear.

Algo hoy toach that sincs the f21l of Adam, all men bo-
gobtion in tho notwel way ere born with sin, thet is, without
the fear of God, withowt trust in God, end with concupiscencos
end that this dlsonse, or vice of origin, is trely ain, even

noy condeaming and bringing eternal doath upon thoge not bLora

again twouch Daplien and the Holy Ghoste They condemm ths{

Folasions end others 2o deny thab originel depravity is gin,

and o, o obsours tho glory of Christ!s merit and benefits,

argue thot mon cen bo justified before God by his own strength

end Pooson.l

This definition allows for only one ewveption from the taint of
original sin, and that is Jegus Christ, ALl men bogobten in tha natural
vay? includes ovary growp and rece. This Wvice of origin® hos wrought
havoc on monlkind, Ifmvmalndescapedoreaﬂ]ﬂeffma tho condition
consequent wpon origlnal ain, thero wovld be room for pride. Bub the

1mlofma;ﬂﬂadthaxm1dmithaaaminitswmmdatat@of

1. Gonsordin Triclotta, (Biited by F. Bente), ppe 43« 45
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intquity. :

Again, this is neaningful for 1ife, lertin Chemnits glves a Prag=
tical tura to his dlscusslon of original sin, "Et considerentur causas,
our @iligenter sit tredends, £ideliter retinemds, ot saepe meditenda
certe sliqua ob cxplicata definitio peccati originalia."@ In tho first
place ¢ congideration of original sin is nscossary for au . adeguate

Tecognition of owr human wratchsiness.

ala ane v -- ¥ &2 digs-Siidnle T drh 2T AT 182
&%JA%MMMM@M
nRoeati, &mmmms

gal ub vore ot ox cords

sosfie. adfewia osh lian

Qﬂpme..@qw nominemus pacoatim oririnale,
avee oih ills concuniscentis cul repwrmandun gﬁ, qanag gln{'.
11100 BoIE. » o « 3

iz ineoed gtate is wwetohad. !iunancmmuonissocmpleia

1% comnot bo grasped in this worlds

S e\ oA

Menldnd 1o evkortod to love a definition that helps to show the
degradation of ite a..";.?u...:oaa 16 1s @iffiovlt o try to conceiva how
humility cowld bo move imphotically tevghbe

Charmitst -ahirdpointiadeservingoi‘rapaﬁtimhere.

2, Mawbin Cheumitss Igal, vole I pe 208
3. iuid, -
4e ipid.




panws monotruatae; quomodo volenti facere bomm gdianceab

oxnlicets GATInitio

Aefinitionts nowit, bypooripings
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Tho kamilladzo of tho wrotohsd state of all nmanity is important.
Such Imowledge brings with it a sonose of mility othorwise impoasible.
Fven tho Cheistien, born agein, croated mto good worke in Chrict
Joouz io hero imbled. AJL tosis for human prido, wny pretext wntever
to ewalit 821 nhove othaws 1o cbliterated. Man mst sigh over his sin-
fulnoss as he Imoels in Immility bofore God. Tims Gerherd closes bis
digcvesion of originel pin with a reminder oo to the purpose of this
chapter in thoolosy.

ggram Dao lnmiliomms,

e

Tuthoran theolopy inslste thet e Biblical uderastanding of human
pinfuiness, of tho consequent epiritval helpmass, of the resultant
dopenlence on Jod's gruce for salvetion 1o truly hmbling, Lutheran
preachors oro to proclaim these facts fvom the pulpit. The following
1s Bugﬁastcdesasemmiahmﬂﬂngofﬂmwwtham,
Matt. 20, 1 = 16,

Je ikid,
Oorhard vole II; De 182, Tho lkmility
hers géggl;ibga is m’ﬁ.% in o dovotionel writings, Hedi-

Eationss Sserae ,mammsaionaofunguishmm
ebownd, Cf, Mediiabio XKLV, "D Studlo Verae Fumilitatic® Hore humen

pride Shoncd reminders that men is cnly “sperma £
'aaoouiasﬁ::m",ﬁgm vormim®, in the verious stagos of bis

existeonce.




Mon lamm dio Sacko chor avch se wendsn vio o3 Iather in
solner Predigh gotan het, wd harvorkshren, dass 4n Mamel.
rolch allc gloich Goim:,mamwatmam-legm, dass wir
ellommsl Suonder Bﬂ:ndmddaanuhmsmtiobtmnge]nm

olino Verdienst pgerocht werdsn ous sainer Gnads, durch die

Erloszung, so duwrch Cluistm Josum geschehen ists sum endern,

éacs, wer sich wbor die endern erhebt und vor Gott mohr

gelten will, ol endero, sioh damit von Himwlreich ausschliesst.?

Thet this lamility camob be dlsaipated into thin spiritual vapor
is ovldent. Thore io tho Sempiation 4o esteblish e legitinete disting-
tion betwoon o Imility hefors God end a lnmility before msn, This
line of swpument would seise on such stotamsnts es the words of G,
Stoockhardt quotod obove, viz., "wor Gott®, Any such evesive tactics
ave futlils, Iubher hos demonstratod that. Ho neles the jumdlity erising

firon proper viows of originel aln e formidable weapon against the Jews.

7o Go Stoookhendt, in Die Jischen Perikopsn doa Kirchen-
Jalwes, (B3i%0 by L.. Fearieingsr), pe 21l. Tho sermon of Iuther ro-
ferred 4o is bold in strdldng oub ot ths evil of selfrightcous pride.
S0 int nun dles die Sumn dloses Dvangeliwmss Kein Mensch ist so hoch,
noch wird so hoch lwsmen, der nicht zu fusrchion habe, or wexds dor
Allerniefrigste. Wiederun, niemmmd 1legt so tief gefellen oder meg 8o
tlef follen, dom nlchd su hoffen cel, er mooge dor Hoochste werdens
wall hier ailo Verdiensto aufpehobon und allein Gotles Guete pepraiset
uird, und baschlossen ist £yztiglichs '"Dar Brste soll dor Istzto und
“der Lotsto dor Erato soin', 'Dardt, dsss or gprichte: 'Dor Erste soll
derr Lotzio soln’, nimmd or dir alle Vermessenbslt wmd verblotet dir,
dass Gu dich uwober ioine Hurs crhobsst, wenn du glaich Ab!-"nbms David,
Potrus oder Povius wasrost. Damit ober, dass er sprichi: 'Der letate
oll dor Ergto aoin!, wmehrst er dir alle Versweiflumg, und verbietet
Gir, dass du dick wter heinen Heiligen werfest wmduauohl"i%;hﬂa
Horodes, Sodcns wnd Gomorre waerest". Hartin Imther, ope git., vol.
II, col, 415, Strong statemsnts but trus. And chareoteristic of Iuthe-
eren theologions.




Ma purposet "erlogumg solehes Grudes wmd Rubmes von wogon ihres
Adels vnd Begluots®.8 Hore is the arpgumentetion: . |

Do Gott die Boochneidung eingesetat, spricht er unter andern
Worten also: "Helches Enasbloin nicht boschritten wird,
dess Seele soll cvsperottet worden von coinem Volk®, Hid
diosen Vorton urtheilt Gott allen, wes cvs Floisch geboren
ist mm Verdarmiss, es sel wle edsl, hoch odor nicdrig go=
boren es immer Loomne, demn er emch Abwrohoms solbst Samen
nichy ansnimd, der nicht allein edel wmd hock geboren, von
lfoah hor, sondorn ovch heilig gsaprocken, 1 los. 15, 63
uwnd 2o sus Abven Abrohan vorden ist, 1 Hoae 17; 5o Hoch
soll loines seinar Kinder wnter Gottes Voll: gerechnst, sondern
ausgerattot hoissen, dans Gott nichi asin Gott soin will,
wo o3 webor dis (oned nichi cuch boschmition und in dem
Pud Goblos gonommon vizd. « ¢ o Ach, was vollen vir avpon
Urschooncln, lMaden, Stank wnd Unfleth vor dem ruchmon, dow
Cott wmd Schoopfer ist Himmels wnd dor Erde; der wme cvs
Drack wd aus nichis gemacht hat, wd sind ouvch wmsorer
Hatur, Geburt und Yesens helben noch immar vor seinen Augen
oitel Dreck wd Nichts, olme was soins Carde wnd roicho
Boxmbhorzipleit sein will lassen und heben, « « « Doenn go°
het er von Adanm gosegt, vnd von allen seinen Kindern, 1 los,
3, 19: ¥Dp high Koth odor Erde, wd sollst vieder sur Erde
werdony siamader:ﬂcdsolqheaauesrﬂ.tdeﬁ'matmmﬁ
Lypen =it povalbiger Erfahrmmg wohl vebsrzoust, wamn es s
holfon collte wider dle lose, nichtige, leidigs Hoffelrted

I£ thosa plain words leave eny doubt as to Luther'o uss of the
dootrivo of criginal gin in this avgument, it venishes in the con-
sideraticn of thosse words:

David, dor wirfs wns Zoin und gowaltiglich in einen
Tienfon, P, 51, 7y da ev oprichts Siche loh bin in Suonden
ompfongen, wd moing Muebter trug nich in Suenden® . o o
Wes heiest aker in Susndem goboron, onders, demn in Goties
Zorn tnd Verdamiss goboren, doss wir von Hatur odex Gobuat
wozen nicht oomen Cobtes Velk oder Eindar sein, wmd unsers
Gobut, m-mmma,mamﬂmmmm, noch
8sin kemn, denn dass wir (vo nicht mohe da goin vird dsm
dio leiniichs Geburt) schilschis verdermto Suender, Gotteo
Foinda wd in ellen Ungnadon sind? Da host du, Jude, deinen
Ruhm, tmd i Helden po wohl mit dir, els du mit wns. Bote
mm molw, Goss Gobt wollo deinen Adel, Stamm, Floisch und

Blut ansehenr.10

gil"ﬂrténnm’ moﬁi 'mQHWQMﬁ.
16. i'h!“?'i“,@ Luthers ODe glte, vol. XX, col., 1872,




Iwthor tuunbs mon $o boast of thedr physical sncestry. It proves
only cne thing for oll racos;y thoy ars dammeble simners. It matters
not how such racicl pride cssorts 1toelf. Whothor it be tho crvde
boast of tho Jeuish prayer or ths less dpparent crrogance thot elamors
for recial segrogation, it all rests cn the Scripturally groundless
fovndetion thet ono man can be bottor then amti;er by birth,

Inthoren theology likes o hold up Christ es the pattern for all
Chrigtion living, Ho is alco the model of hxaility. Tho hwraility %o bs
imitoted axtonds also to precticel life, _

Chrlotus, welcher dio Heiligloit solbst wer, wurde oin

Svandorfromnd, cchaemio sich itwer nicht, sondorn ging mib

Jlmon 1w, 2o wd trehl mit ilmon; wle thooricht und lascher—

lich it oo dohor, wonn ein Monsci aich fver so fromm und

helliz anpieht, doss er eich irgend eines Suonders scheomt.ll

Thus ladllty is wderstood to include a very yractical olement.
Tho reality of lmility in Ciwiot's cese ic described oo evidancod
by Fio conduch unich in many instances ook ths form of more intimate

socinl cominchs and ascocintion.

Thore can ba no doubt. The universal extent of sinfulness flattens

2ll races %o ona low lovel, The Low of God iz %o function in large
part as a roninder o c';riatmsofthoirsadmteofiupaﬂaoﬁm

_T.: &
in toto
irmenle DR TIONRILL G

Tho ey requires that Mmanity be regerded s a sinful unite

11, G. F. W. Welther, Lickh dog Lebens, De254.
12, Mertin Chomita, ook, Tole II, De oh.
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Forgetfulnoos of this besic fact is destrustive of mility; issues
in Pharseion ond tiws may ruin man's acceptibility to God who can re-
ceivo mon only on torns of Ilis grace,

Hodern Protestantiom in its optimism cannot accept the dootrins
of the depravity of man's inborn powers.l3 This doctrine of mumen inm-
potency distinetive in Lui;heu-an teaching is also opposed to racisn,

A fow of ILuther's vigorous words against Brasms will illustrats the
point.
Deshelb fagst Paunlus en dieser Stelle (Rom. 14) durcheus

alle lenaschen in Einen lleufen gusammen und beschliesst, dass

alle gottlos, ungorecht, wd der Gorechtigkeit wnd des Glaubens

unlundip gindy so viel fohlt daran, dass sie etwas Gutes wollen

cder thun loomen.ls

Hora, as aluays, menldind is one. There ars no differences, no
distinetiong, And of this homogonous mass luther, following Peul, pre-
dicates spiritusl impotonay. "Er nimmt niemanden eus, de er sagi ‘alle',
or lecsst nichis Gutes uwebrig, da or erklaert, sie seicn wnter der
Suonde, dos hoisst Knochto der Suende.'15 -

Again thero ig the distinctiveness of Lutheran theology. It has

theﬂaep&?xleonsequanﬂy!nmbﬁngmofsin-hamﬂ.quew

: Lutheranthaologymﬂm-smdsenﬂmphasizeathé'ﬂm Will®, This
18 go Inmbling as o be mmilicting,16 The relustande of nman pride

0 bow before this Seriptural verdict eccounts in lerge pert for the
mﬁmmﬂmﬂmmmmmmam 1t without
om%u

o Cf, I Sasge pp-33£foﬂso Jacaques
mm'c.:ian, M é.%m simmritg of noderm
protestant doctrine with that ofnmniemi.sat;nm apparent.

i et e, e e T O B
1. tamitain. dog, B A "Ia not thls the purest pessimiant”



I1i, Tho Universal in the Commmion of Seints

The ccmmmmion of saints implies a division in mankind. Scmo be-
dong and others do not, Butthodisﬁmtimisofmhamhraﬂmt
Tather then frosing fron bonds of obligation to 2ll bslievers ars
Teninded that they ore most intimately associated with thah' folioy-
vodeemed.l This ip not o deny that even those outside this commmicn
are o bo wocipients of Christiocn love,

The emphosis Luthoran theclogians have placed on the practical
aspacts of the cmmionofsaintnismlevm&tothemﬂalism,
for ano of tho pressing problems of today concerns the relationships
batween beliovers of diffevent racial groups, The difficulties, of
course, have to do with this life, The principles advocated by verious
Lutharan theologions aro cloar elso on this point.

4 linltation is made. Hob overy ome belongs to the commmion of
Seintg, Dub the limitation is not made on recisl growmds. If it were,
that would be o deadly blew for the teaching of the cneness of monldnd

1, It hes bosn intimated that the plan of salvation by grace
oh'ough G.uz‘ist ia also rac.dally J.ave]ing Here aga:lnis. .

] 7 i ~ ' ob :L';t j:lw : » H.A‘ . Ghezmi'bs,
A : of grace Gerhard
vol.II .m.mﬂmahgthaehotm
SPeoifz.es thai"- :h.s mamer-of salvation upsetn a:l.'l.m'otmdrw
and contrm-iuise ld.ndles love : Elp i » ,
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that runs tlwough Iutheran theology. The disqualifying factor, rather
than birth into a cortain raco, is unbolief, Unbelief being a matter
of tho heart is cubtle and must be judged £inally by God. There can
bo excluded fron tho commmion of saints only those whose unbeliof is
evident in deods of wiclkodress incompatible with Christien faith.2

Falth end i%s opposite, mbeliof, are the only factors to bs con=
gidored in limiting memborship in the commmion of seints. Plainly @o.
Even the exiornal orzanization of saints into visible churches dig=
rogaexds scclol distinotions prevailing outaside its domain.

Zwnr gogen auch msere alten rechiglacubigen lehrer, dass

dio Kirshe aus Louten eller Steende bostehs und dass in den

Sachon dor Kirchenrogierung kein Stand avsgeschlossen worden

duorfos hicrmit wollen sio gber nicht sagen, dass die Steends

als solcho in dor Kircho solen wnd darin bosondere Rechie

haben, sonddrn doss hein Stand, mag er noch so weltlich er=-

scheinon, dom Christen soinen geistlichen und priesterlichen

Charalitor und ceinen Antheil en den kirchlichen Rechten

njzrl:.."'G.B

Thero oro spoclal and blessed reletionships uhich prevail botween
those belonging to the commmion of saints, Jolm Gerbard presents a
noteworthy description, Appropriste excerpts serve to illustrote whab

& leowned Iumthoran thoologlen understands to ba involved,

2. Cf, C, F, W. Walther, M mm, De 294
3. Go I". H. "!althel" m m- Wﬁ.§.
4o JOh.Gm‘m, ODe ﬂio’ vol. v’ PP« L
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gcclesioo. Thero 1o the gemerol comparison to a nman body uhich pro-
vokos thiz comnants

. momlbmn 4

invics .£_ A ot viva ecclesiag ’t
cordtetis vipoumlo inyl vac uVw ol sV

pibl invieom Gobant«s
Another of tho netonhoriose ampallationsg is oivitas Dei. Nere

~ egein fitting thovghts ero found,

rozl m',g. e'i:.. gibi

alupfonnus civitntic ccrpunilue box Saiantrly
gisc oma paneii gnmgulcm opi i1}

Tho Zollowing involves congidercble allegoriging. Bo that es it
may, tho thought exprossed further clarifies tho universal espect of
tho commmion of saints. Gerherd resorts to allsgory to drive homs the
point,

Thoro is the ark of Noah,

-
01.1.'.'6'.7.3

'i'hopartinemyofvaﬂouachamoteﬁauosoftheomionuf
ﬂﬂintatomoielpmblemscamotbemmase&.ltiamtm

go duid.
7: JOh..Garhﬂd’ OBe m" pp._mo ££.
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one turns. Another 01d Tostoment type is the tabernacle in tho desert.

Sorlphure froguontly employs the neme of Jeruselem to dosoribs
the clawch of the Hew Testoment. Gorhard sess part of the significance
in thios

— D | L e ;;'.;—

9.0._%&5:&-9

Cno of the New Testonont figuwres descriptive of the church 18 a

Thoro is no strain in epplying this statement to believers of

a1l racos foumd in the clmwch, Indoed, it must be thus understood.
. Gerhard then conoludes tils chapter with comment on the attributes
of the clnmch nemad in tho Apostles' Croed. Here, too; there is emphosis
applicabls to tho rocial problom. Ooncerning that the clwrch 1s wna

he writes:

8. Jche Gﬁ‘m’ ODe MI, Pe 273
s J0N, Gﬂm’ [+> 1) m-, De 4-
10. Joh.(:ﬁeha:'d, one Shdes Pe 275
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The seotions hove quoted fron Gerkerd aro those polnta uhich os-
pecially stress tho wniverselity and oncmness of ths ohurch, fbout the
gravdour of this commmion of saints there is little disputo. Ths
orux is tho timo of its realization. Is it_m, is 1t possible, to
pootpono 211 £ haringofﬂhasarelaimhipshtwenbenmstotha
bottar climeto of heaven? Two sentences from Welther are sufficient
ansver,

ol ) e e ek

“Bein, e sollien sio daher micht schon hier auf Exden imige

Gemeinmcheft miteinender pflsgenild

Avplyeis of pome of Gerhard's esgertions shows the impossibility
of rolegating all fulfiliment to heaven. o ona can think the deacrip-
#1lon of tho commmion of seinte refers to heewen uhen Gerhard writes
that there 15 o use of ihe pam sacvemsntaj that in this 1ife bolisvera

perticipate in the ceme benofite; that betwsen belisvers there are

1l. Joh. Gerhard, One Gites Do 277
12, b, - .
130 c. I". ‘\’. l'rﬂlthm" m W’ Po 292.
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concerns liko Tuy rrdn95.‘i.'|/' v'uvxq('pat vV, O’UWU?CA;TV 3
that iz tho clnweh wo are o be of ono heart.ls _

But is 1% 2ot fmproctical optimism to look for those beautiful |
relatlonships in the elnmeh militent? What is the commoction betwesn
Ciwigticn virtues as found in this 14f0 and in hooven? Gorkord plainly
indicates that the differanco 1los in tho degres of perfocticn. It is
not that horo ono pat of relationships obieins and onothor set different
in quality roplocss it in heavon.

Tha guooden gociotag thus consists in the onjoymont of thg sams
benofits azoopt that in the clureh militant there is an imperfection
uhich sholl bo dona avay in tho chwrch triumphent. Bub there is much

Qistanes botweon imporfoction and absence.

Tho point ic oo iuportant that it deserves the illumination of
enother instanos of Iutheran troctmemte Dre Walther has a sermon with
this thomp: "Dio froudomreiche Gemoinschaft der Seligen im Himmel,
wolcho mmg dio sichibare Ruscklmhr dos Auferstandemen su seinen Juengern
verbuorgi®, Tha ontive firct parb i devoted to a discussion of the
incorplotensss of Hils commmicn on oarth. There 1s strong stress
lald on tho foob theb perfection is ‘ra_aawed for heaven. Many obstacles
Stand 4n the vy of o full comron, Beliovars ave few in mmbar.

1. c2, theqmtatiomaagivenonpreﬂmws, 26 2%,
" 15, Joh, Gerhard, 9ne m-, Pe
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Distence seporates tho folthful, Time, langunge, position, age, all
divide. There is no completely perfect Christian congregation, In
this life Cirictions ave still burdened with woalmess. Finally, the
strong hand of death tears tho tender bonds of Christian fellowship.
But in heavon comos tho longed for perfection,

How does tho barrier of racial differences £it in? Is race one
of the hindrances to perfooticn here? There is no doubt as to that.
Although Velther does not specifically mention race, ho comes close

~ wvhen ho statos, "Wie hier cher der Ramm die Christen tremnt, so tremt

sle auch noch die Zeit, dio Spracho, dor Stand und das Alter".16 Ard
aven though race it not specified as ono of the obstacles, it must
bo regerded as of a plece with the others. Ackmouledgement of the
oxistence of theso berriers assuredly camot be comsitrued to mean
approval; thot not everything possiblo with divine ald should be done
to eliminato or minimige them. Does Walther approve the sad situation

"he adnits may exist? "Ja, oo kommt oft selbst dahin, dass wahre Christen

oinander panz vorkemnen und sich gogenseitig entfrenden” .17 Desirablo?

_ He gives his oun answer. liot oaly sre Christians to be comforted by

the prospect of perfoct commmion in heaven, tut it is their model for

' 1ife hare and now. There cammot be satisfaction with the minimm.
' Thore mst bo incessant striving for the maximm.

Sollten wir nicht, wemn wir an unser einstiges vereintes

16, C. F. V. Ualther, Lokt des Lebens, ppe 292 ££o
17, C. F, W, Welther, Jog. git.
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oviges lebon donken, dadwohermkbwdmtarbtmden

ws einandor hior schon Techt Mgmﬂmuchmlieban,
trov wd fost nit oinander su stehen in der Hoth wmd mit
BEiner Stimme Gott zu erheben, wemn er einem von uns gustig

ud froundiich ist? 0 je, verbamnet alles Zenken und Streiten
alle Hertherzighkelt und Gleichgueltigkelit, und Liebe; bremnende
Liebe, Ine!mw-tarumei:,uamindmmuganms
nach vereinter friedsvoller Vanderung ankormen wmd da den

HorTn schouen von Angesicht zu Angesicht.lS

Lutheran theologians have not lloensed the bterrier of raclel differ—
ence in hindrance of tho presonce of blessed relationships in the com=
mmion of soints, Rather this barrier ia outlewed.

18. co I". . "-'alﬂm, M' ml
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iV. The Universal in Christian Love

The sumiary of all Christien living is love.,1 Iuthersn theologians
incvloate love in a way that bears dirsotly on ths racial problem,
There ave two weys of escaping interracial obligations of Chrigtien
lova. Bithor thore will have to ba limitation of tho object of love
or distortion of the quality of love. Lutheren theologians disallow
both,

The only reatriction pleced on lovo by Lutherans is the demmoi~-
ation of mionistio troachery which in the nams of love would saorifice
the things of God.? Othor thon this there avrs no restrictions on love.

Interrasiol obligations are, therefors, inescapable bscause Lutheren

divines extiert to love for all men,

¥ D O _‘1_.15_ e BOANT ® anos :: BG anol
ni=

proxint, quen coritsten vocant, Efficit onim cognitio mi.

gricordiae divinas effici

Luther's gtetoment ip basic. "Wer 'alle’ sagt, der schleusst

o Fo s Walther mm, PPe 90 £f.

2 Jsxeatypa.ca’ o sl A e ety e
ﬂﬂowsmmdiemmitmdmsmamhhm;bm
Sle wns Scimld gebon, wir seyn ellsusteif und halsstarrig G

allg Iiebo und Binighkeit in den Christlichen Gemsinden, mioh [

.dass wir itro Iohre vom Absndmehl strafens o e .Bara::fantmtam&_
also: Verflucht sey die Liebs und Einigkeit, wm ualohalzs mnenou 1
halten man Gottes Worb in einnen Missverstand kommen Qi;nﬁﬂam,
"'g;_'f-in Luther, Ausfuehrliche Erklasrung der Existel sn
e . 580. 5810

3. P. I‘Ia].anoh‘bhm, m’ PDe 108, 199
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keinen eus®.4 Tho thought here expressed has been often ropeated.

Scbald ein lonsch seines Heils freudig geviss vird, so
Ikarn or gar nicht enders: das Eis seiner Hersonslaolte
golmilst denn von selbat; nicht mur Zora und Unversoshnliche
kelt sclwindet danmn von selbst, sondern os entsteht auch
im Camwote oines solchen lienschen eine solcke Lisba, dasg
er. So su e2gon, die ganze miterloeste Welt umarmsn und ihr
nit der That segen moachte, dass in Christo, der alle geliebt
heba, auch er elie in Iichs umfongo.s

Thus the love which necsssarily grows in conjumotion with feith
48 as vide as tho love of Claist which moved Him to dic for a sinful
wvorld,

Frequently Iutheran ﬁiﬁara loy special strsos on the obligation
%o love thoso of tho household of faith.6 Obviously theso special
obligations to tho bolioving tretiren in no way constitute e limitation
on tho demands of God to love ell, Ieast of all can any escaps from
reelal cbligatione be found here. As it happens, those of all races
oro o ean booous Christicn hrothran. What is Christien duty to guch?

o o o lasoet koinen Bruder und keins Schwestor in Christo

in der Stille zu Gots soufzen und llagen ,dasgsiemmhvon

Christen nichis goachbet wnd verlassen sels Jzssot Det

curo Ligho such nicht mur in freundlichen Geba.srdarn

troostlichen Wortea, sondern auch in hilfreichen kﬂk?d.e‘ba

schon, wnd bittet Gotl, dass or eine recht brusnstige

in ouch entzvonde.7

Chrictisns ero to love ell men. In truth, Inthoran theologians

eritioizo tho world for climinating the obligetion to love all, TEnte

be Martin Iﬂﬁh@r, Ole ﬂin’ vole xx, cal. %élr?s.

Fo We W Epistal s Pe .
g:“gier;og%igﬁamm gorade in der hwg:;u‘ gﬁt ;Ji;ne gagag;i 2
seltlzs brmederliche Liebs seln, damii die vom allenw
bedreengten Clrloten sich dooh wenigstens nlchb %mhsa fic
mﬂmainmﬂarmihrerrruebaelbaletehanmdm gegensel
en Gobrechlichleit miteinander Geduld haben.' Ce Fe We Walther,

m Pe 258.
Te ibid.




wedor meint men neemlich, dass die Liobo eins gans freie Sache deo
elgenen Horgens sol, oder man meint doch, dass msn nicht allen lienschen
Liebe schulding sei."S Then there is this evaluation,
Ve urteilt domm mm aber hiervon das Wort unseres Gottes?

Wie spricht untor anderem der heilige Apostel hiervon in

unsoren Texte? Er spricht also: "Seid niemand nichts schuldig,

domn dass ily ouch vntoreirander liebat; dern wer don anderen

liebot, dow hot des Gosets orfuslli®, Schet, meine Lieben,

der helligs Apostel locki hier nicht sur Idcbe dor Brusder

els gu oiner gchoonen Sochs, su der wir wns mur durch ihre

Looblichkeit und Lisblichkeit reizen lnssen solltens nsim,

or fordert vielmchr die Iiobs von uns ein als eino Schuld.9

lio ono can think thot what is here said dare bo limited to the
brethren, FJcder lMomsch ist wmscr Gleoubiger und wAr sind jedes lemschen
Sclndldner 10

Racs camot b o barrier to tho exsroiss of loves G:ao_:h Luthoran
toackers havo spokon too clearly and repeated themselves too frequently

. to bo misumdorstood.

Hor walro Iiche hat, der macht unter den Menschen keinen
Unterscliod, » o » der sichot olle en els Geschospfe seinos
Gottos « « « dor oichet alle an als Eigentum dos Herrn Jesu,

e o o dor cichet alle lenschen 2ls solohe an, mvaldwg
dor Hoilige Coist nicht verachmaeht seine gnadenreiche VWohmmg
aufschlagen zu wollen.ll
love oerambles over berriers in order to work its swset influence
on all, Inmbhoren divines have scid as much in discuschg the healing
~7
of the conturion's servant, One of the wumsuel factors of this healing
is thot the centurion, c man of rauk, ghould have boen so concernsd
possibla,.
about tho slelmess of & louly eorvante Several explenstions are

Pwmmmsmtmmwmm.mmmmmw

8. C, I, W, VWalther, gne Gites Do 89
ik
10, Go F. V. Valthor, ope Giliss Ps 258
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%o his nsster, This is the suggestion of John Calvin,i2 With this eww
planotion possible and not at all strained, it becomos the more signif-
icent that another interprotaticn, illustrating the point under dig-
cussion, has also beon poprlar with Iuthorans. It is this, that the
gocially highsr conturion loved the sccilully lowor servant bocause faith
vas active in love, and love twanscends social bormiecra. ¥ind der
rochts Glovbe ist in der Lisbe teetig. Und die woiwe ILiobe nimmt sich
goreds auch armar, geringer Iowba an,.13 Walthor is ewplaining how
feith ohanges the heart of men motiveting MMm to good works. Meloho
Ligbs nohnan wir erstlich on dem Hauptnam uﬂr! Ve geortlich bosorgh
igt er, obgleich oin vornchmar, hoshengessheonor ionm, fusr soinen ermeon
Knochti®ls In his epplication Halther aske, MAchitob ihw ouch, wio dow
Houptmann, womn ihe such noch 80 vornelm woorot, nicht hocher als den
geringsten Knacht?ls After dus allowanes is medo for tho variation

no::!w. tos

w ( ﬂw 79 2 "uic ms duaz.' m-‘..o Ta") dubitetionen

rig 51 l '-ro Twoa _gulm ﬁgg m&:.dtm;g

W J. calvin, ace ..ea., qwl‘.a‘ in Re C. %oach, Mggg the
I@raclon of gur Lm';, Pe 224, This explenmaticn is adopted Ly soma
Lutheren commontators. "luces sags aber, dess jemer Knochkt dem Houpbe
mann warth gowesen ao:., ds i, , daus er wogen seiner Trouo und Tuechiipg=
koit, wogon calnes Gohorsams uad. Vioicgos boi ihm in hohon Worth vnd
ausazaielmtae Gunst gootandon sei." Somp- rnd Fastacs Evanzelien,
uebarsatzt n. cusgosogen aus dor EBvengelien HEommonis dor lutherischon
Hhao:.ogen 1. GitSQ m- Imar ‘I.md Joh, Gﬂ‘m’ 701- I, Pe ?54-

13. G, Bbooalderds, in Dic gven Rerilonon dog Kirchon=
Jjehrog, (B3ited by L. Fuorbringa®), pe. 146.

dde Co Ty Vo Halthor, _ﬂmm Pe 133

35, C. Fs U, 1:&1%, S m.; De 1.
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in oogesis, thic foot ot least vemains swre, that the teaching that
Christion lovo ovorreachos scelal distances is a thoroughly Imtheran
thought,
' Tho clogonh parcllel to our modern recicl antagonisms to bs found
in spostolic 4imss iz tho Jowish - Gontils ralationghin, Christicn love
in Christ beddged thot gap. Commonting on the stendard enigtls lesson
for the Sccond Swadny in Advent ( Rom, 15, 4 = 13) Iather wurites on verce
oights

Do or mm boschlosgen batts seius lMelmmg, dass ein
deglicker sich dos enderen soll ernchmen Goth su Ereny o « «
foelrs e gu vnd gruendot colches mit stevken Spruschon
Cor Schrifty ¢ o o 06011t oich zwischen Juden und Heiden
aln oin Schiodompun wnd MBttlor; alo sollto or sorochon:

I Juden koammy dlo Iioiden nicht verwerfen, ob sie nicht
nit ouch ewwer Cowoknhel$ nach sasen wnd trinkon; dem ple
hobon oben dea Christun, dem ik habt, wie das die Sohrift
ouver verituendigt hete Wedermme Ihr Hoiden koonnt dic Juden
nicht vemachion, ob sio gloich ihwer Woise noch essen und
trinkons domn sig hoben avch densclbigen Christum, dor iimen
igtvorholsson in dor Schrift.l6

Tha boliovers'! commnion 2n Christ producss love that ic not
frightonsd mny by recicl dlflorancos.

Tho thovght 13 not novel nor is it antiqueted. In the story of
the Good Somoriten momy camentabors c2ll attontion to the sams lasson.

A gorboin mem® probebly e Jew, but for ths purpose of

toaching that the duty of love is indopendont of race,

roligion end color, the man ig intenticnally prosented as

on wmamed hmman boing uho went down tho repldly desconding

deasrt road fron Joruselan Lo Jericho.l? _

Tatthoren wrltors steto ond restate thet Christion love sheds its =

ma&'agrmmm.ﬂmwaaremmm.msmw

16, lartin Iuthers cpe Giles VOl. XII, ool 46.
B R et o Chrdgt, D 432,



the Altar is a love feast. Ave there any linitations as to whom that
love shall cmbrace?

Seloet,durch diec Gogenwart wnd den Gemuss des Loibes

Christi im heiligon Abendmohl ist dasselbe ewch sin Mahl
der immipston Gemeingchaft und darum auch suzleich das
hoochste Liobosmahl, das eben so imnige Iiebe fordert als .
imipge Liohs foerdert. Da versammeln wir wns alle als gleiche
Kindor vic an Familiontisch unsers gemeinschaftlichen himme
ligchon Vaters. So grose auch sonst dor Unterschied gwischen
den Kommmilkonten im buergerlichen Ieben sein mags hier
bein hoilipgen Abondmahl verschwinden diese Unterschiede alle;
da worden wir alle gleichj da isst der eino ule der andere
von deomsolben irdischon wnd himmlischen Brote und trinkd
von dempelbon irdischen und himmlischen Tranke; der Unter—
thano wie sein Koenig, der Sklave vie sein Herr, der Bettler
vic deor Reicho, daos Kind wie der Grels, das Weib vie der
Ham, der Rinfocltigsto wie der Gelelnrtoste; da stchen alle
Kommmilanten da ols gloich arme, gnedenlamgrige und =durstige
Suandor wnd Betiler. liag der eine mm dastehen in groben

" Kittel, mmmsmmsmmuggg:ﬁmﬂa
gosclzmieclcyy womn sic himmgpehen, tragen p 4iS
% nd durstig gowesen sind, Christi Blut wnd Gerechtig-

Thus also et the Lond's Table there is Christien oneness in love
bofore which oil differences £10e. Love is kindled. All differences
that obtain cutside tho chmrch vanish,

Ono avomis of ovesion is thus blocked. Lutheran writers expose
elso tho other subterfuge, narely, e distortion of the quality of love.

Love is not o dead sbotraction. Love is alive. Love serves. Baler

writes of tho love nocesserily conjoined with falth in Christs 'Ita
Pficax « He

also quotes tho famous words of Luther:

Et est fides 1lla qul viven, efficax ita

180 C. F. U, Uﬂlﬂm’ W M’ Pe 182.
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Vhat Iuthor states of faith is, of course, meant of love through
vhich falth is operative, Thorefore tho quotation is adduced in this
connoction by Beler, Luther has so beartifully expressed the sentimemt
of tho Iutheran Church on this point that his words are quoted in the
Iutheron Confession20

Love that sorves has both spiritual and tenmm.‘al implications.
Intheran thoologiens lmow nothing of a love that can disregard the
otornel wolfare of ony soul, Lutheran theologiens, on the other hand,
Imow nothing of o love that cen bs callous to the physical need of
any Inmon baing. If tho letter is true, it is impossible that the demands
of love bo wogewded as met when imterest has been indicated only in
a Pace's ppiritunl noed. This is vhere Christian love is in danger of
suffering distortion of its quality.

19, Joh. Beier, C Theolorise Positivae, vol. IIT, pe 167,
ag.FmJ.e. of éon% Declaration IV, Of Good Works,
Concordia Trirlotta, Bdited by Fe Bente. It is an oft :L'epee-‘ie‘l
Ex emoro dei naseitur proxind Emgci;uﬁ : rm- Jus ‘!' S _BOry-1s

ounitms . P. Melanchthon, Losl, Pe 252."UeT noiner :
bolgtelit, ouohl o kem, GoF offenbart danlt, dase ar mich miekh &ls
Fround 1icht, sonst wuorde er mir ja helfenj dem der des &
dags sic sich in der That offembarts" O. F. He ““ﬁg&%ﬁt LHbEts
Lebang, p. 234. MHonn oin Nonsch dle VOIS KT Y 0 1400 tinm
traegt, oo beder? or gar Lelnor Gebote; wngsbotel VEm PV, S7o% b Ty
was ilm mur immer mit Goboten vorgesohwisben werden KosPmene  oe .o,
Welthor, Enigtel Pogtillo, pe S1.Darum 15t d:l.eml-‘len’ ’3st, nicht allein
falsch igt, oino solcho Tugend, dio bereil wd 8 L ara Toben,"
nﬁ.tdethmgedemﬂmdienmiﬂmmﬂtm % St
Martin Iuther, Eplatel on dle Gelater, ocol. 700- “08898%0 oSt oo u
Paulus alsos Dis Licbo Soll diemen wo miftts "hoed further to ml~
Mertin Imthor, one Ghbes 00Le 649 There is mo

tiply quotations.




Inzthor holds wp tho centurion (Matt. 8) as an example of love.

Usber das seigh der lauptmamn such der Idebo
Gass er sich sotoss Rwhoraml Y ST TR
« ©r habo oz dorvm gothnn, dass ilm derselbige lieb
und worth wory als sollte er sagent Idebs und Lust treibh
iln, dio er gu ikn hatto dess er soine lHoth ansch und solchos
that.2l :

How did tho centvzion show he hed Clristien lovo for his ser=
vent? By ecoldng Christ's almighty heeling for the body of his
Blavo. The force of tho oxample is to teach that it is self-deception
to suppose ths presenco of love in a heart vmmoved to allsviate
physical disizoss.

So lzost ms auch tinm, und gusehen, dass vir wns nicht
solbot botruogon und duenken lassen, wir habon mm das Evan=
golitn, wnd achben doch nicht auf ‘den Naechsten in seiner
loth.22
Lovo hag tamporal as well es spiritual implications. This needs

emphasis bocause it 4o sonotines imagined that tho obiigations of love
are disohorged vhon o heerty offort hes been made to bring the Gospel
to a poople. God is sorved by serving our neighbors "Dann diemst du
Gott, wenn du dem Nesohsten dient, der.da ein Suender ist, unwlssend, .
Irank, arm, elond, gosckmashts und was er fuor Gebrechen mokr haben
m-F%MMMnW'omjmﬁm&mtom
spiritual and physical nesd. fo perve a man uho is a sinner mst

mean to being him he Cospels To serve a man who is ignorant mist mean
$0 bring hin Imowlodge. So far the work of love may be regerded 2o .
apmm.nuhtomlpam'tmﬁiesiok,mbmtobﬂmgmlhaalth;

g-o MHartin Luthery; ODe. ﬂ.ﬁo, vol. XTI, col. 482,
23: yﬁé’:ﬂ Iﬂbhﬂr, One ﬂo’ 'Vblo X1, col. 2382.



tolalpamnthntiapmmtmmtobinghm&tuammm
goods;tnhalpamnthatinmtohadanddosﬁmmmqnhmg
himtheccnfwtiﬁmtclminﬂmlmmhim.mtbiautmml
in its nature.

Tho temporal implications of Christian love extend beyond the
bmmaofmm.mmumwuamwm
that "there should be great dearth throughout ell the world”, "Then
tho disciplos, overy nan according to his ability, determined to send
relief mto tho brethren uhich dwelt in Judea." On this G. Stoeclkhardt
commentos: ‘ ‘

Da sandion die Christen Antiochions durch die Hand des
Darnobas wyl Saulus eine Unterstuotzung an die Brusder in
Judasa, Dag wvaren meist armo loute. Und den Christen Joru=
palens verdankton dio Heiden jo das seligmachende
So eruoict sich dor Glavbe nothwendig in der Idebe. Es ist
rechi wad billig, dans Christen sich der Helligen Holhdurfl
amehmon, md dass oie denen, welchs sie die geistlichen,
himnlinchon Guoter verdanken, mit leiblichen Wohlthaten
The point o be noted is that part of the obligations of Christian

lovo includes a concern for and & willingness to alleviate physical
need.l‘m,lminitsplwﬂnalmﬁmmm
bahﬁmdﬂ?wmtmdﬂm.ﬂmem'ﬂemﬂm'ﬂa
Clristen Jerusalems®s Love extended beyond the recial boundsries.
Tho simplo fact is that Christien love includes the two aspects,

8piritunl and physical. Walther tims conbinos them.

' g sta~-
24. G. Stosckhardt, Dis biblische Gesclichte dos Neuen Test:
m-;n.t,n) Pe 36?0
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Vor wahro Iicbo hat, + o o dor wuenacht, wie Christus
that, von Ilerseon, daos es allen soinen Mitbruedern zmeitlich
und owlg wohlgoho, und er thut was er kam, wn dicges Wohl
peines llaochston zu bofoerdern.25
Irvo love is a fruit of faith. When a poraon has been brought to

.£aith, somothing now comos ovor his heart. - :

e o o doym vivrd die Idebe gu Gott durch den Heiligen
Golst derin ausgogossen, wnd dadurch wird er mm auch genoigh,
gosopen und suosoiglich geswmpgen und gedrungen, seinem Mite
orloosten Gutes su tinm und geing meitliche und owige Vohl=
fobrt von pgongenm Horzen wnd nach allom Vermosgen zu suchen.25
hen oxoming celf as to Christian love it must be askeds

« « o 15t in dir obor cuch ein steter Drang, ellen chne
Untorochiod, wo du mo kamst, an Ieib und Scelo su helfen.27

It is porbops never denled in so many words that love is %o be
exoreiced oa all, end that it includes astive help for soul and body.
Undor tho otwoin of racicl problems the evasive tactic changes. The
quostion is enled whother all the offices of love camot bo exianded
to all without contact or at loast without essociations

Welihor contends that loving from a distance is incompatible with
Christien oxperienco and love.

ol e S i St e B

macht habon wad von gleicher gegenseltiger licbe erfusllt
gind, so loemoen wohre Christen gar nichb enders, sie mugssen

nit oinander Ungang pflogene o o « Ho mzr ein wahvor Christ

gg. C, I'e W, Hﬁg, Mﬁ& g pe 2884
c. F| In". !‘I m. [ ] @ e
27:;1,1;@. Recantsa:;m:mﬂie’ still emphasize the same thought.

8
Romangs = 16 ovole camentt "It plotures to ua Christianity
mmﬁi:gmlfmmo:mmwmmm, viich of course,

inel: 60 in o lorcer wey the service of oll men with uhon wo come
htoum hal:ing %hem‘?;d bofriending them in bodyondsaoul.“
Ooncardia Theolozical Honthly, Jamuary 1946, pe 43, Sermon tody

by Jolm Thoodore Muellers




einen lienschen findet, den er avch als einen wahren Christen
Lkomnen lornt: da enthremnt alsbald in beiden eine herzliche
Zueigungs os lst ilmen, als waeren sie alte Bekamtej sie
fuchlen, doss slo susemmon gohoeren; sie fushlen sich gegen=
solilg von einendor angesogen; sie werden alsbald inniger,
els nlt Vator, Hutter und Geschwistorn, wemn diess koins
Christen sind, und pflogen mit einander Gemoingchaft, ler
dagzu kolnon innoron Drang opusrt, wer vielmshr am liebsten
gans allein durch dioc Welt wandern moschte, der hat gewiss
Jonom Glovben nbeh nicht erlangt; jeme Gnedensrfelrungen noch
nicht pemoché, jono Idobs der Brueder noch nicht in seinom
Horzen, woronf dor Umgeng dor Christen unter sich gezruondot
ist, lawrz, der ist gewiss noch ein Unchrist, Ver mit den
Chrioton cingt im Himmel in Buiglelt zusemmen gu goin hoffe,
dor wird olme Zwoifel gchon hor ilre Gemeinscha®t aufsuchen.28

Tims according to Valther Christien love is ane of the powerful
drivos %o bwothorly association. The thought is emphatically stateds;
"ghoy mmot culitivato association. The alternatives ars oxtreme; elther
o man degiros followship with Christians or ke himself is not a Clristiean.
The wiversol is ovident; "einen Christen”. Race makes no difference.

Such evmorsetions eell to intorracial contacts vhero the fulfill-
ment of tho roquiromonts of love nay involve sush cssociation. Iubher

28, G, F, W, Ualther mw, Pe 375. In another
geries of sermons tralther’iahomwd.ngthe gomo appeals T « o lasset
koinon Brudor, keine Schwester in Christo in der Stille szottsuil::m
und Xdagen, dags cio cueh von den Christen nichts geachtet und verlassen

sel; . . o8 Uolther, Epiatel Postille, pe 258




puts i this way:®, , , der Glmibo und die Iiebe soll aller Gosstze
Helsterin sein, und sle allo in ihrer Macht habon".29 Love goea bayond
the Law. Jowish orror on this point lod then %o violate love by avoiding
contacts of a soglal choracter with the Geatiles. For this Luthor re=
primands thon, |
De@lmbenimendioJManmchhautigaaTagesfastueh‘,

dass pic so strongs wnd hart usber otlichen Gesetsen ilosis

halten, wd viel cher Lichs wnd Friedon liessen untergohen,

eho a_enitmue.aanenodm'tmonm, oder dergleichon thacten,

und schen des Gosetzos lelmmg nicht rechb an.30

Love, thony is a virtuo that suffers in the refusal to eat and

drink togothor, I domands scciel contacts and association.

29, liariin Iuther, on. cltey vol, XIV, col. 8.
30. ibid.




Ve The Missionary Obligation

. Tho fmction of love as desoribed by great Luthersns is missiomary
in & racial recpoct. Vorks of love attract to faith in tho Saviar.
Among Clwistions sonsthing is to glitter alluringly. The dreuing

pover ulll roach out beyond recisl bowndaries. In 1523 Imther wrote
about wiming the Jews,

Donn unsere Narren; dle Peebste, Bischoefe, Sophisten
und losnsha, dia groben Eselskoepfo, haben bisher also mit
den Juden pefahren, dass, wer ein guter Christ wmere go-
weoon, hactio wohl mocht ein Jude werden. Und wenn ich

ein Judo gowesen waere, wnd haette solche Toelpel und Knebel
gecehon don Christengloubon regieren und lelren, so vacre
ich cho eine Sau wordon demn ein Christ. Demn sie haben

mit den Juden gehandelt, als wneren es Hunde und nicht
HMongcheny haben nichts molr komnt thwm, demn sle schelien
und ile Gubt nelmen, wenn mar sie gotouft hat; Leino 5=
liche Iohro noch Leben hot man ihnon boweiset sondern nur
dor Peobstoral und Hosncherei untervorfem.l

Two necossitions are hore sot forth for suscessful rission emdeavor.
Hen mst o taught the Gospel truth, end they mist see Cluistlan love
functioning interracially. On the need for love Luther writes more.

Ich hoffe, wenn men mit don Juden freundlich handelte und
avs dor Heiligen Solwift sie sasuberlich unterweisete, os -
sollten ihr viol rechie Christen werden, wnd wieder su ilwer
Vaoter, dor Propheten wd Patrierchen, Glavben treten; davon
sie mmr voiter geschreckt werden, wemn men khr Ding vermdrft,
und go gar nichts will sein lessen, und hendelt nur mit
Hoclumith und Verachtimg gegen sies Wemn dle Apostel, die auch
Juden woren, elso hostten mit uns Hodden gehandelt, wie wir

1, Mertin Iuther, oge Gites vole XX, cole 1794s
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fanieln, o wie ctioho boEalien mosohten) dem wie Siud

auch solbat noch nicht allo hinan, achweige demn himueber.2

This was written in 1523, Later Iuther's optimisn for meny con=
versions was disillusiored. Perhaps, as has been suggested, this
diseppoiniment explaing in part his later bitternsss toward the Jews.
The point of interost hare 1o that no one has felt constrainsd to
apologize for the course of missionary action Iuther set forth in
1523, It must be good edvice. The same cannot be seid for the ve=-
hemence ovinced in 1542 wien o wrote, "Von den Juden und ihren Iusgents
An epologetic footnote is edded in the introdustion of the St. Louis
Edition by tho editor L. F, Hoppo. "Hier geht Luther « « ¢ in soinem
Eifer fuor Gotios Eire derin su wolt, dass er raeth, in Sachon der
Roliplon mit dew Faust oinsugreifents3

Tha advico ismmmwmmmm.mum
that stifling memlzsinravm'saamlhaeps-mmt.oftham.
To advance tho cause of Christ His followers should "e ¢ « wiedsrum
brusderiich mit den Juden handeln, ob wir etlichs belshren moschten.[s
Love fmetioning botwesn raslal groups has mesionery power, Its sb-
sence hag the opposite effect.

Ger!uuﬂﬂm@:tharahmmtmmhﬂtmmam“g
Imowledge of their sing. Ho advises qoneerning this peoples Ub treo=
Aentur tanquen sorvi ot exgules, edigantur ad opera servilis, noo
wlla vol minina prasrogativa pres Christiano etiem vilissimo T777°8

O [ ] L] 1 L
2. I-im.'t‘la I.uizhm'.‘ J“;: .'7315. n. Pe 6’-
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gonoodature5 Such hersh treatment will have this good result for
this peoplo: « « « 2d D
poterit6

For which advico is thore nsed to apologise? The exhortation %o
practico Christian lovo interracially to draw others to Christ is good
Iuthoran sdvice bacause it is Sariptural, (C£, Mett. 5, 16)

Giors share the couviction of Luther that the ewsreiso of love
vill win couls to Christ. Commenting on Romans 11, 28 - 32 G, Stooock-
hordt inelwdos this serntence: "Hemn wir die Barmhersiglkelt, die wms
viderfahren izt wmoorer Ungobmg mit Wort und That lracfiig bozcugen,
dann lonm noch monchor Seelo gerathen und geholfen worden.®7

Tho powor of tostimony to a worldly envirament is-but the stronger
vhere it is least oxpected erd noot diffeult to glves Such & sphere of
teotinony is that of roclol relations.

Tha wbslioving vorld suspocts Christians of being loveloss.

Tho promigation of the denuncistions of God's Word on unbslief pro--
vides = spocicus »sason for the accusation. Chrigtiens are thereby
placod under & greater obligtion to show their loves Such demonstration

9CCaGL S aritlLo!

will havo blossed resultas.

die
Christon mocsen pach Gottes Wort dlo Weisheit und
Yerks der Welt, wern dieselbs damit vor Gotd treten will,
verworfen und verdarmens die Welt achtet sie daher fuer
los, fuer Manschenfeinde, fuer laute, denen e%n A~
Glovhe colbst die natverlichs Liebo aus den Herz getﬂa‘tw
hobo, Je gorechter mm dor Welt dieses ibr mten
Christon =mu sein schoint, desto mehr habsn Fr
vauf mu denlon, dieses Urteil durch Offenbarung

EE

e

5. Joh, Garbard, Loci Eagologlel, vol. VI, pe 383

£ 5497: é%%oama:ﬂt, wmmmmﬂt gl Bogmov,
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lebenden Licbs su widerlepen, Christen bokennen, dass Gott .
die getizo Voll geliobb, also goliebt hobe, dass er ihr seinen
eingebornen Solm gab, euf dass alle, die en iln glauben,
nicht verloron werdon, condern das ewige Leben habens wie
soll dio iolt diesen Glaubem fuer wehr halten, wenn dio
Christen, die dicsen Glaowben bokermen, deins Idebs gegen die
Welt, urd mwer selbst gegen die groassten Suender seigent
Chripten bsleonnen, deps sle elle Brusder und Schwsaotern und
Kindor oines Vaters in Himmsl geworden sind durch oins novs
Goburt inm Heiligen Geiatj wie soll aber die Welt dies glavbon,
vemn dio Chrigton sich gegenseitig wnbruederlich und unchrer-
biotig, =1t wnd geringschastalg zeigen? Wer das thmt, der
schaondob soin Glaubonsbekemninls, der gibt ein wnverantwort~-:
Jiches Lorzernis und wind oin Hindornls des Reiches Gottes.t

To rouso his hoarers Valthsr concludes this seotion of his sexmon
vith o pistuws of the Hhrilling results to be expectsd from the testi~

-

mony of lovo in action, . y :

0, moino Iichen, wemn wir alle so umseren Glmiban vor der
I-:al-b’z-aeizti‘ez*‘aig,rte:’l, weleho ungohouren Erfolge wuerden wir dann
sehon! o vielo, die noch der Welt angehoeren, wuerden wns nit
Verunderng baobechien wnd sprechen: Schab, ‘walche Liebe dieses
vorocltoto Chrigtenvoll hatl Ilr Gleube russ wehrlich von Gott’
gterment Lassh uag ikwo Germoingohaft suchen und ihres hirmligchen
Glovbosn Goheimmisse lernenl9 : . Z

Brphesic on the nissionery potentialities of the unhompered praoc—
tico of love doos nob enovosch on the functions of God's Word. In it
all Godls Vord os tho sole ra-ao_ns of converalon 1s_aafeguarda_d. ‘

Der Horr belohrt allerdings einen lenschen allein.durobs .
SRl el buwasohenﬂge%absna-
lioho MEttol, oft gans wnderbare und ue o e
fvehmungon, oft ochoinbar gans geringfusgige unl. SR ﬁ@m 10
Jorkormmisse, wn die Menschen su dem Horte Gotles: .
Comveraion is God's vork wrought through Hls mighty Word. ALL

that is quotedandstata&ahuﬁtheﬂssiw@uymoflmado?om

infringe on the exolusive cleim of the Word, to convert.

8. G. I'.. H.""ﬂlm, mzﬁ%’ PO 'nl
Qe Gy 'y U, lclther, oD ﬂn; Pe » Edited by L

M&Sm Shﬂyf@ﬂpiw WG. Yep DDe 110.. 111,
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VI. Certein Objections Anticlpated

God's Word as set forth by Luthoren divines outlinss o clear
courso of God-pleasing action for the eohigvoment and practico of
racial harnony, Whsn the bold spplication of these principles runs
counter %o populor misconocsption end projudico, the temptatvion is there
to follow the wsy of empediongy, to do that uhich is closest to the
ideal and yot losst likely to eause turmoll.

It 1o wuo that prodence mst bo vsed in applying the principles
of God's Vord. ; A :

o S e o T St

o T i e e e e

Yot Lt 45 not prudence %o Tefuse obedience to God's wll, It is
not prudence to limit love ubero God has seb no boundsries. As seen
by Luthoren theologlens tho principles of the Vord applicable to exy

problom meot be agprosively promlgated. Prudence can never cbviate

this necosaity.
Thig is tho position of Lutheren divines.

1. m : ﬂm. Mo 3:'-: 19463 Pe 4éDe
2, Eﬂﬁelamhthm, mi PPe 2560 257 , .




There is no concossion allowed %o expedicnoy in violating or
Limiting guoe oricmbtur dwrg divino

Seriptuwro teeches epplicable to racs. Although the mammer of presente=
tion noy bo tomparsd by considerations of expadiency, the prosontation
of Seriptural twuth mmst bo modes The clurch clveys has the obligation
to doclare God's truth. Can this truth bs pared down and pressnted in
mrtilatod form o avoid opposition or turmoil? Ths answer stands:

e @ o St

advocated in his "Diatribo". To Brasmums it seamed entirely proper that
pert of Godls truth be suppressed in the interests of preventing con=—
fugion and turmoil, Luther snowers for every falthful believer:

Du sagsb ebar solche Dinge, woll du nicht liesest, oder
violmohr nich% boochtest, dacs diesos das allergovisseste
Sehickpal dos Worbes Gottes ist, dess wogen desselben dle
Tolt orrest wondo, Und dios bohauptot Christus coffentlich
(fatt. 10, 34) "Ich bin nicht pekommen, Frieden sm senden,
cordarn das Schwert's wad in Ivcas (12, 49): "Ich bin gelomnen,
fzsg ich-oin Fovor anguends ouf Erden”; wd Peulus in swelten
Corintherteicfo G, 5 o o o (Other Sexiptural evidenoo i
hers exmwm)mwatmmmmnmw
Hort dos Walwan Gotbos richt loiden und wollen es nichts
walwe Gobb will wnd kem nioht cobweigens wis sollte dem,
de @4ooo beiden Gostter wider einander Kriog fushren, nichi
Aufwie entotohon in der gangsen Weltl3

It -should occasion N0 SUrprice that the truth of God msots with
waummmm@m.numnm. What shall the cinmrch
do?

Disczen Aufrulw stﬂlenmJJBBiatdahani.chba enders
als dos Wort Cotbes wepnelmen und vorbletozd4 .

Je Martin Iﬂbhﬁ" Oide m-, vele vaII, cols 1704e
4o ibid. s :

‘rm'—ql 2 i
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£xd thig Melanchthon acsuros is to violate tho prineipls of Acts
59 29.5 Iuther caniions against confusing peoper limitation of Clhristion
1iberty to svoid offense with rostricting the eprecd of God's truth.
Ho is incemsod that Erasms misuses 1 Core 6, 12 to support his God-
dofylng opportimisn, |

Domn Penldus vedot da nicht von der Iohre oder von Iohren
dar Velwhoid, wieo du coine Vorte verkelrst wnd willkuorlich
. dereut deutost. Vielwelr will or, dass dle Wahrheit usberall,
zu jodor Zoit, auf jede Wolso, gerodet worde,; « « « Und weor
" hat dir Gounlt odsr Nocht gogebon; die christliche Lebwe
Ort, Porsonsn, Zolt odor Gologenheit der Sachen zu binden,
da Clwistus will, dasg sio euf allerfreiests in der gansem
Wolt ausgoschriesn worden wnd horrschon soll? o « « Kurs,
du logot ws im Dienst Gos Vortes Gottos Anschen der Person,
Ansehon dop Ortos, Ansshen dor Art und Veissy Anschen der
galogonon Zoit anf, dn doch schon dios allein ein grosses
Stuocl: dor Norrlichlait dos lortes ist, dass (wle Paulus
pagt, Brhe 6y 9 Gole 3, 25) %bei ilm lein Anschon der Person
1st", wd (Gal. 2, 6):"Gott achiot das Anschen der tsnschen
nichif. Du gichst wiedsrm, wie frovel du wider Gotles lort
zufoohrot, ols ob éu demselben deine Gedonlen wnd Ratachlaoge
boi woiton vorsoogast.0

That is tho ensver of this Iamthsren thoologian to any proposals
based on erpediency. Human fearo of turnoil, rosistance, internarriage
or vhotavor oloe thove mey be, camot rectify ihe evasion of Christian
duty boldly to tecoch and praciice.ubatever God has M.

Another cbjection camon in current thinking moy bo labeled
"Tho Plea of Vealmecs®. Tho correctnesa of the Scripturel 1deul is
admitted, The objeotion opposed to precticing the ideal is that the
vealmoss of Chrisbicng molos &t o Ttoplen inpossibiliiye

Tt 15 trus thet croolfying the flosh and its suggestics 1s

5. Cf. tho quotation as givon fDOVEe
6. Im"tﬁ‘.ﬂ If';b?;w’ mo ﬂ&o [} 701-. mu’ 0010 17080
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difficulte Bub itiﬂmtmﬂmttholaﬂhemmorofﬂenﬂ.nglﬂ.th
weakross is o coddlo 1%,

Tho ideal faith is freo from oll doubt. Bub Christians are weak,
and their faith is asselled by doubt. What is tho ensuer of the Luthoran

- o o 504

dined by Iuthoran theologiong.

Tims the ansvor to wealmess is; fight i%; donubi.mhlgeit.
It 48 with o view ©0 tho weslmess of the Ohristians’s flesh that
Seriptore malkes .ﬁ-oq@-a ohortatdons to good works. To safoguord
1 Gor, 13, 2 egeingt tho erransous intorpretetion wilch would violato
the concep’ of gols fide I-:olanclrbhonouqmensosthisthuughh

Yoo oct sontentic, ub MMM £idom : 1£:i.caub
m ;1mag .m.}.ﬂ.-.ma |md 1 | 4 praleuls .Jl GO

vegot fms'im‘gn_mﬂ-m_———-
__73___

taton,

7o lowtin Chamits, Bumen Ogaelil Ixldanbinls pe 192.
84 P, MNolanchthon, Lok, pe 200s




Bellovere ought not bo swrpricod 4f nomd sifting ocours vhen the
full Word io peoached. Tho cbsanco of the Word that preaches Christ,
its prosenco only in incomplote fragments, may more cesily carry along
the hopoleusly fainte But Glmwouvgh the preaching of Christ hearts are
rovealsd, The peoaching of Christ includes the truth that Jesus is the
only Sevior. Other gpivitual props ore knocked avay. But the preaching
of Christ inciudos sanctificaticn, Here some hearts will bo rovealed
a8 clien,

Ver Clrisbum haben will, muss alle seino Wedsheit vere
worfan; wsr Christl Gereohtlgheit bagelrty muss aller Suends

den Absehiad goban, dlo Velt verlessen und suf alle Ehve

versiclhiton, B muss sich gefellen lassen, oin Gogenstand des

Epotios wnd dor Verfolgmg su werden; er muss sich su einer

Cemainnchef holton, dio vevachtet ioty or musg die Scimach

der clwiptlichen Kirchs mit tragen wnd gegen sich seibal,

gepon s2in elgon Horz, gegon seine Meimmg uwnd Usberseugung

aln verkehel wnd suendlich keempfon, Daran stossen gich dle

neloten, Sind oic wenipe Selﬁtgigeaﬂ’ws 80 wird ilmen

der Vog zu golmal, on gteif Pfortc su ongoe o o o

Ach, golon in Ileinen Versuchungen ud Prusfungen des Glaubens,

dere Tdobe tmd Teeue su Christo £allen sio webbterwindicch abe

So wordon ilwo Hergon offenbar.9

Tt 35 not wmhoerd of that some heerts wanting to pess for Ckristian
aro shmmtobatmm'isﬁeninthaivreﬂmlawedetothasm%

demonds,

Inthorons mointain that trath camot be mmglod.
moan a hasty, hergh dealing with wealnosss The Judgment that somsono
18 not o Clmigtien dave nob be reshly pronownced, Vhen God spaved
Fineveh, Jongh wos Aispleased, Such condust was serious sin on Jomghis

bart.

This does not

9. cl F. I-‘. Emm‘,m m m’ p. 85.
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Dag oroto ist cbor , daos vir hior nerlen, wie gor wmmdar-
uahGabtinsa:mmnauigmm;mtdaaanimdleiohb-
fortig zol, jonand wm einiges Verks willen su richten oder
gu verdormon, Das Werk nag boose sein; und ist auch bosses
noch ist or das liobo Eind, wnd redet mit Gott so froi, als
fusrchis o sich nichis vov ikm (ulo o3 auch walw ist) wmd
travet il als oinan Vator.l0

This word of cavtlon is nocossery, But Goddealt with Johzh to
corroch o weclmops, Alwoys tho woak mst bo kindly treated. But
thay must bo trected. This means nogatively that faith is not forthe
with %o bo pronouncod deoad, Poaitively, thers is roon for a course of
action such ap lieliher roscrmonds, Preaching on Iuke 11, 23 Walther
plocds for on alleoud Chrioticnity,.

0 Cotil woloh ein solneres Urthell, welch ein verdemmandss
Hori! Selbst wobwe Christen, dio moncimal unterlessen, otiwes
feor Ghelotm mu tnm, werdon es hiernoch einst erfalmen,
dogs violes nichi in ilwer Roohmumng stohs, wes Cott onderen
floizsigoren Clhriston ongeschrichon hot im Bushe der Vergelt=
g, Gunld cie dowh einon wmavsyrechlichen Gnadenlohn ennfeng-
Glls o o o Abar dia feuion, gloichgusliigen unsutschiedenan
Hemongloviglon, dio Chrdsti Kirchs mit ilwen Gnedenmitteln
wolll golmauchon, abar keing mschitschaffonon Opfer dafuer
bringsn wollien, werden von sochom CGnadenlobn nicht mar loer
ausgohen, sondorn ondlich als solchs, die nichi mit Christo
sermeln wollien und deher sein Reich Iﬂ.l_zdem'hen, nioht nur
adeht in Christi ewlgen Frowdonreioh psin, sondera dalrin
vomrioesen werden, wo 2110 Folufde Christl usber il vorlornos
Iabon Lch und Vehe seufzandl

Thors iz hese o two-pointsd method of dealing with the weal,
Christicnz are to bo rominded that slothful indolencs will rob them
of many a rouard of groog. Horsover, Christions eve to be warnod of the
donger that the Iubowarmoss of a holfhoerted feith leeds Yo the cold-
2983 of a doad faith. .

séma cbject that introduotion of a bwoed, Sariptural policy on

898,
10. Yordin Inthor O ﬁl’ wvole m’ col.
1. G, F. Y. Yalthor, Licht deg Lobens, pe 235

e
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raco as denended by Inthoran pronomocenants 1g an imossibility. Such
an attitvde is contradictod by feotss Curches mede vp of different
raplel grevps actually exlote Ths Iutheran Cluweh of tho Rodeamor, St.
Peul, ldnnssote, Las roprosontation from thres recial groups in its
parigh,i2 8%, Join's Dvengolical Iartheran Chruch in ¢ho Brom: succeas=
fully semves without diserininotion a commmity of mixed raciol groups.l3
Farthornore, those vho world deny tho Gospel its grect pover to change
also man's maeciel ebbitudes ere fittingly reminded of the accomplish-
monts of godlose Commmicn in obliterating racial discriminationeds

The corroct Imtheron attitude demands work end testincny against
woalmess. Tho minionm roquired is to openk oute Dre We L linior hos i
8ot an ox=mpls, In his Inthoran Hour eddress for Sunday Fobruery 9,
1947, Dr, Hader doclored in parb:

Oxily vhan we roclise thet before God olnighty ell mem in

$hols sing aro on tho some low level, uhether their glkin is

vaits or block, Ted or yollow; end only uhen ab ths oross

we Imow thot "Oheist dlod for all” and boligve that the Son

of God holds oil nonidnd in the sexe kigh esteem of Eia heavenly

luoion that como man ove oo supdrlor o essoclats or worship
with othors.ls

2, ;‘ggt‘.im R—g&ﬂ W m: 10, 159 Jan~Fobe; 1947

18, Imtheren Dogs Relaticns Bpllotin, no. 11, August, 19/5.

e Iuth Roea oy fale I 2, sm’ 1945,

15, Trom the printod sornon, Pe 4e A180 qmtedinm
Belations Bullstin, noe 17, Anwil, 1947 Siniler thoughts are fomnd
in coms of tho devetlonal litovaturs. MHith the coming of Cirist all
the barmiors of notionality, 6ashe, coler end recs, have boen ‘hrolan
doum, God molos no euch distinotions in Hig Kingdom, In thet Kingdom :
tho mlingmimipleism:lmtmmdﬁodmzmemtm .
Thomas Costos, Deily Devgtlons, nos 06, pe 37, "Tms 1% (Christian
love) becomse oo broad s mmanity lisell, regardlesgsofngornaﬁm-
elty." Rev, Charlos A. Bebnke, Daily Devotlong, n0e GS) Pe A=e

% TR
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The attompt to apply the apropriato Christisn principles ©o racial
probloms is ocomabines niswndorstood s bsing "Secial Goopal®, Since
Lutherens hove boon vocel In commointion of the ¥Social Gespol®, the
looso woo of this labol is suffislont to mialeed somo mindse Clari-
fication 1s in owdex,

Inthorens have eluays #ightly vrged thet Chrlat was not e soeizl

- rovolutlunict. The Cospol losson, Jom 6 1 = 15, froquently evokes
commant cl@essing thic polnt. Welther, for cxerple, ssyss

o o o cadlich wollto das Volk Christum haschen und zu
einon indischon Kosnigs mechen, der sie von der Gewalthorr—
pehalt dor Rosmor orlosssa vnd sis buergerlich firel machon
sollto; zher Christus »izc sich von ilmon los und zoigte
dandt en, dasc sein Relch nicht von diecser Welt und doss er
nicht polommen pel, die brsrgorlichen Verkaoltndisss in der
Wedt s vercondorn wd dio lonschen ivdisch reich und gleich
gu mochon, condern degs o dle Ohrigheit Obrigkeit, die
Untarthenen Untherthonon, dic Herren Haxrrem, dle Knachie
Engelde, dio Rolchon Reichs, dlo Armen Arms gein und bleiben
dopgs wnd sis mor gledich roich on Gottes Gaodog gleich go-
Tochh vl gleich golig mochen wolle, s, dass er nichis
eoin wolls 2is oin cus Cnoden colignachendor Hoiland der
Suondor,16

Tt 4o teue dhot Clristianity dees not eliminate nor obliterate
digtinetions botwoon individwls, Ocoupationol, economis, intellcctu~-
el difforancos rennine At tho pams tims Christinity sanctifies the
rolationshipns Lotwsen thess different groups 'lw i_.ta ballouing touch.

' To gy Aus ohress on this point 1s nob to proech the "Sooial Gospslf

D2, Ty Be Hayor provides o holpful definitiom, . ;

Wo ms} covefully distingvish botveen tho mofern sooial

the socicl t
goanel, whoh ig virtually e retionsl approach to L
prohlens, e ihe poolal juplications of the Gospel which

© 16,0, F. W Helthew, Liohk deg Iebang, Pe 24e .
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1o in tho £iold of panctificotion, Only the Gospol ean
produce the now 1ifo and God=pleasing soolal reletions,
Tharefore ths Clristion Cluwch can spssk an soeisl probloms
only %o those vho aro members of Christ's ldngdom,17

Acooniing to this definition 1% bocomes thoroughly wn-Lutheran
and cxtl-Seriptural do demy the right or eliminate the duty %o preach
Bpeciflic racial scmetificalion %o Christians, As hes been goen, Christian
love hos soolal ond interrecial impliecaticas. T ig, thorofore, not
curprising thet the thought rocsives due amphasis, that Christien faith
shonld monifest itsel? in soclal rolationshipn,

Ja, wo Glossr wolme Glaubo in einen Memschen einzieht, -

do wird or oln gong anderer lonsch, mog mom gich num in

cinen Stande befinden, in wlchon ez ssl, mog mon oin Koonig

older ein Untarthon, ein freier Buergor cdor oin Sklave, cin

Dapinom ofar eln Krlegslmocht, ein Gelelnter cdar oin

Tuenetlor; ein Kenfnonn ofer oin Handwerker, mag mon reich

odiar omn, vornehmen odor niedrigen Stendes, alt oder jimg

00lNe & o o 0Oin sclohor Monsch wendslt dom in oinem nsuen

Tobong o « o or vind puotig, Sremdlich, wnd verscehnlich

gegen jedernonny . lnmws, or vird reich an allen guton Herlen.18

Cenversion tius offocts o total changs irrespective of gooial
Tank, Perb of ths change 16 Iindliness toward all irrespective of

goolal pant, Preacking thege fogts is not felling pray to the “Scoial
Goapal®,

Tho Tutheran (ofinition franed by Dr. Hoyer show uhy Iuther

cold yreachs
Demn gie (Christians) alle Rin Ding hehen sinarlel Guoter
in Clyigto, e molt Bin Hevs, Einen Huth, Binon Sim, Zinsn

Hmnd wnd olls Gueber gomein, gio goien gelstlich odor zeiilich,
wie mumizfaltip slo immer soin moegan.ld

Aud 111 Tmther 1o not aseusod of preaching “Scolal Gospal.
Tt moles olenw wiy Velther could likouiso speak of the Ohristiant's

17, F. E. leoyer in the Conoordis Thoolorigal Monthly, May 1947,

pp. 387. 3%. ¥
18. GI F. 11'. !',QJ-M’ mmm’ Po w.

19, Martin Iuthsr, oD m-, vole m, ° )




love as-comoerned with hic nolghbor's welfere "zoitlich und euigh.20

Progoling in tho £iold of sanctification camot bs bruched oside
238 maaninglons vith a simple invocation of the cpithet "Social Goapold.
Igthor 1o nob weprinvanded for proaching "Secinl Gospol? vhom ho writest

Wider goleh gonslin Iestor dor Welt . « o vermalmen die

Apopiel so flaisplp dio Christon; dass sis elnerlel gasimot

seisn, ob sis wohl nicht glsiche Aemtor wmd Verks habong

dom do :mss oin jodor bleibon vie or ist von Gott gsordnet

und boru®an, wmd koomnon nleht olle Staonde wmd Asmtor heisson

Bin Stond odor Bin Ami. Und sonderlich ist es wngloich in

der Rireha, do vobar don asusserlichon Unterschied der Per-

gonan, Staonds w. cuch norcherlol gootilichs Geben sind,

elnem anders wodor dem andern sugethellt mmd gegzeban. Absr

dosh soll ep alsco gothon soin, dans diose mancherlei Untor=

gehisdo wmd Acmber; beido geistlich und walitlich, demmoch

gich losucn fagpon in dls Dinigleil des Gelates; ule sis

5%, Poldng »ound, oler goistlichs Ninighoit.2l

Tubhor proclaing kot diffevances Vbolde goistlich und woltlich®
aro towhed and sanetificd by tho welly of tho spirit. That is not
"Socizl Goonell, Tuther oven opooks move plainly: "Soleks Cleichhelt
dor Horzon tmd Simme Imam 21is covsgerdiche Ungloichheib in der Welb
oinig nachen®, 22 IAnd still it is not "Sosial Gospel® becazuse ho is
logltinataly procching sanctification to Christians.

Mis ig not ob all o advosate sccial uphsaval. Hem ramain in their
positiong, They carry oub tho Guties of their offics. The Clristian
attitudes ovail only to remove the injustices born of sin thet corrupt
proper Tolations betwosn individusls and classes and racss. Individuals

and clasgss must remain,

20592 C, 7, We I"ﬂltm, mm PDe 238.0 239.
21, Mortin Iotho?, OR. alte 5 Vglt 2L, o »
2Re lortin m’ 03 ﬂc, GO0Le 7410




Vor der elt wnd nach des Gosetzes Regimeut ist ein sohr

groseer Unterochied und Ungleichheit der Personsn, welche

nan auch sufs allerileissigsto halten soll., Demn wonn Gie

Fran in Homzo wollbo Nom cayn, dar Sohm Vater, der Scimeler

lieiotor, dew Hngchy Hewrr, der Unterthan Otrigkelt, wes wollte

hiorous vorden?23

Hor is it nronor {0 ploce on undus limitation on the cinmoh's
mlgsion, Dr. Moyor ototos: "Only the Gospel con produce the new life and
God=pleasing sceinl relations. Thorefore ths Christisn Clureh can speak
on goclal probloms only to those wiho are membors of Cirigtls Ikingdonm®.2Z
Thiag doas not deny tho obligation of tho church to preach Law and Gospel
o 21l the world,. to remind oven tho wwegenorate of the wrath of God
almighty which will overtolke thon bocause of their sins, also racial
oing, Thiz gtatenont of the Luthoren position doos not maks it “Social
Geospel® 4o strive bo megonarato all hearts with the Gospel so thet all
moy hear the dimgctives of Cod in tho £ield of sanetification and obey
throngh the cnabling pover of the Spirite .

Soms risunderstanding of ubat constitutos "Sosial Gospel" probebly
Pogults Srom o misundorstaniing of the ropsated wernings not to forget
the priovity of things opiritual, All Iutherens will confess with Pe.

firatthi:.:gaﬁ.ratdoaanatmﬂmtmthingmaecond. Bacauge
Clrist for simmers does

tho clnmehls first duty io to proach the love of
1ot mosn that v 18 no binding obligation to preach the nsoessity

for lovo of forgiven simers for simerd.

23. Merin Inthor, Bplptel.cn dia g;m,ss cole 493.
24 Cf. tho quotetion as given ubove Pe IO
25. P, Molanchthon, Igcl, Pe 253.
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Sinco Iuthoren theologions demsnd the preaching of sanctificatdon,
4% 1s nob proper to rulo cut inculoation of Scripturel principles ro-
lative o raco oo “Socicl CGoopal" meraly beconse e eoeicl problem is
involved.
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