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one turns. Another 01d Tostoment type is the tabernacle in tho desert.

Sorlphure froguontly employs the neme of Jeruselem to dosoribs
the clawch of the Hew Testoment. Gorhard sess part of the significance
in thios

— D | L e ;;'.;—
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Cno of the New Testonont figuwres descriptive of the church 18 a

Thoro is no strain in epplying this statement to believers of

a1l racos foumd in the clmwch, Indoed, it must be thus understood.
. Gerhard then conoludes tils chapter with comment on the attributes
of the clnmch nemad in tho Apostles' Croed. Here, too; there is emphosis
applicabls to tho rocial problom. Ooncerning that the clwrch 1s wna

he writes:

8. Jche Gﬁ‘m’ ODe MI, Pe 273
s J0N, Gﬂm’ [+> 1) m-, De 4-
10. Joh.(:ﬁeha:'d, one Shdes Pe 275
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The seotions hove quoted fron Gerkerd aro those polnta uhich os-
pecially stress tho wniverselity and oncmness of ths ohurch, fbout the
gravdour of this commmion of saints there is little disputo. Ths
orux is tho timo of its realization. Is it_m, is 1t possible, to
pootpono 211 £ haringofﬂhasarelaimhipshtwenbenmstotha
bottar climeto of heaven? Two sentences from Welther are sufficient
ansver,

ol ) e e ek

“Bein, e sollien sio daher micht schon hier auf Exden imige

Gemeinmcheft miteinender pflsgenild

Avplyeis of pome of Gerhard's esgertions shows the impossibility
of rolegating all fulfiliment to heaven. o ona can think the deacrip-
#1lon of tho commmion of seinte refers to heewen uhen Gerhard writes
that there 15 o use of ihe pam sacvemsntaj that in this 1ife bolisvera

perticipate in the ceme benofite; that betwsen belisvers there are

1l. Joh. Gerhard, One Gites Do 277
12, b, - .
130 c. I". ‘\’. l'rﬂlthm" m W’ Po 292.
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concerns liko Tuy rrdn95.‘i.'|/' v'uvxq('pat vV, O’UWU?CA;TV 3
that iz tho clnweh wo are o be of ono heart.ls _

But is 1% 2ot fmproctical optimism to look for those beautiful |
relatlonships in the elnmeh militent? What is the commoction betwesn
Ciwigticn virtues as found in this 14f0 and in hooven? Gorkord plainly
indicates that the differanco 1los in tho degres of perfocticn. It is
not that horo ono pat of relationships obieins and onothor set different
in quality roplocss it in heavon.

Tha guooden gociotag thus consists in the onjoymont of thg sams
benofits azoopt that in the clureh militant there is an imperfection
uhich sholl bo dona avay in tho chwrch triumphent. Bub there is much

Qistanes botweon imporfoction and absence.

Tho point ic oo iuportant that it deserves the illumination of
enother instanos of Iutheran troctmemte Dre Walther has a sermon with
this thomp: "Dio froudomreiche Gemoinschaft der Seligen im Himmel,
wolcho mmg dio sichibare Ruscklmhr dos Auferstandemen su seinen Juengern
verbuorgi®, Tha ontive firct parb i devoted to a discussion of the
incorplotensss of Hils commmicn on oarth. There 1s strong stress
lald on tho foob theb perfection is ‘ra_aawed for heaven. Many obstacles
Stand 4n the vy of o full comron, Beliovars ave few in mmbar.

1. c2, theqmtatiomaagivenonpreﬂmws, 26 2%,
" 15, Joh, Gerhard, 9ne m-, Pe
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Distence seporates tho folthful, Time, langunge, position, age, all
divide. There is no completely perfect Christian congregation, In
this life Cirictions ave still burdened with woalmess. Finally, the
strong hand of death tears tho tender bonds of Christian fellowship.
But in heavon comos tho longed for perfection,

How does tho barrier of racial differences £it in? Is race one
of the hindrances to perfooticn here? There is no doubt as to that.
Although Velther does not specifically mention race, ho comes close

~ wvhen ho statos, "Wie hier cher der Ramm die Christen tremnt, so tremt

sle auch noch die Zeit, dio Spracho, dor Stand und das Alter".16 Ard
aven though race it not specified as ono of the obstacles, it must
bo regerded as of a plece with the others. Ackmouledgement of the
oxistence of theso berriers assuredly camot be comsitrued to mean
approval; thot not everything possiblo with divine ald should be done
to eliminato or minimige them. Does Walther approve the sad situation

"he adnits may exist? "Ja, oo kommt oft selbst dahin, dass wahre Christen

oinander panz vorkemnen und sich gogenseitig entfrenden” .17 Desirablo?

_ He gives his oun answer. liot oaly sre Christians to be comforted by

the prospect of perfoct commmion in heaven, tut it is their model for

' 1ife hare and now. There cammot be satisfaction with the minimm.
' Thore mst bo incessant striving for the maximm.

Sollten wir nicht, wemn wir an unser einstiges vereintes

16, C. F. V. Ualther, Lokt des Lebens, ppe 292 ££o
17, C. F, W, Welther, Jog. git.
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oviges lebon donken, dadwohermkbwdmtarbtmden

ws einandor hior schon Techt Mgmﬂmuchmlieban,
trov wd fost nit oinander su stehen in der Hoth wmd mit
BEiner Stimme Gott zu erheben, wemn er einem von uns gustig

ud froundiich ist? 0 je, verbamnet alles Zenken und Streiten
alle Hertherzighkelt und Gleichgueltigkelit, und Liebe; bremnende
Liebe, Ine!mw-tarumei:,uamindmmuganms
nach vereinter friedsvoller Vanderung ankormen wmd da den

HorTn schouen von Angesicht zu Angesicht.lS

Lutheran theologians have not lloensed the bterrier of raclel differ—
ence in hindrance of tho presonce of blessed relationships in the com=
mmion of soints, Rather this barrier ia outlewed.

18. co I". . "-'alﬂm, M' ml
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iV. The Universal in Christian Love

The sumiary of all Christien living is love.,1 Iuthersn theologians
incvloate love in a way that bears dirsotly on ths racial problem,
There ave two weys of escaping interracial obligations of Chrigtien
lova. Bithor thore will have to ba limitation of tho object of love
or distortion of the quality of love. Lutheren theologians disallow
both,

The only reatriction pleced on lovo by Lutherans is the demmoi~-
ation of mionistio troachery which in the nams of love would saorifice
the things of God.? Othor thon this there avrs no restrictions on love.

Interrasiol obligations are, therefors, inescapable bscause Lutheren

divines extiert to love for all men,

¥ D O _‘1_.15_ e BOANT ® anos :: BG anol
ni=

proxint, quen coritsten vocant, Efficit onim cognitio mi.

gricordiae divinas effici

Luther's gtetoment ip basic. "Wer 'alle’ sagt, der schleusst

o Fo s Walther mm, PPe 90 £f.

2 Jsxeatypa.ca’ o sl A e ety e
ﬂﬂowsmmdiemmitmdmsmamhhm;bm
Sle wns Scimld gebon, wir seyn ellsusteif und halsstarrig G

allg Iiebo und Binighkeit in den Christlichen Gemsinden, mioh [

.dass wir itro Iohre vom Absndmehl strafens o e .Bara::fantmtam&_
also: Verflucht sey die Liebs und Einigkeit, wm ualohalzs mnenou 1
halten man Gottes Worb in einnen Missverstand kommen Qi;nﬁﬂam,
"'g;_'f-in Luther, Ausfuehrliche Erklasrung der Existel sn
e . 580. 5810

3. P. I‘Ia].anoh‘bhm, m’ PDe 108, 199
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keinen eus®.4 Tho thought here expressed has been often ropeated.

Scbald ein lonsch seines Heils freudig geviss vird, so
Ikarn or gar nicht enders: das Eis seiner Hersonslaolte
golmilst denn von selbat; nicht mur Zora und Unversoshnliche
kelt sclwindet danmn von selbst, sondern os entsteht auch
im Camwote oines solchen lienschen eine solcke Lisba, dasg
er. So su e2gon, die ganze miterloeste Welt umarmsn und ihr
nit der That segen moachte, dass in Christo, der alle geliebt
heba, auch er elie in Iichs umfongo.s

Thus the love which necsssarily grows in conjumotion with feith
48 as vide as tho love of Claist which moved Him to dic for a sinful
wvorld,

Frequently Iutheran ﬁiﬁara loy special strsos on the obligation
%o love thoso of tho household of faith.6 Obviously theso special
obligations to tho bolioving tretiren in no way constitute e limitation
on tho demands of God to love ell, Ieast of all can any escaps from
reelal cbligatione be found here. As it happens, those of all races
oro o ean booous Christicn hrothran. What is Christien duty to guch?

o o o lasoet koinen Bruder und keins Schwestor in Christo

in der Stille zu Gots soufzen und llagen ,dasgsiemmhvon

Christen nichis goachbet wnd verlassen sels Jzssot Det

curo Ligho such nicht mur in freundlichen Geba.srdarn

troostlichen Wortea, sondern auch in hilfreichen kﬂk?d.e‘ba

schon, wnd bittet Gotl, dass or eine recht brusnstige

in ouch entzvonde.7

Chrictisns ero to love ell men. In truth, Inthoran theologians

eritioizo tho world for climinating the obligetion to love all, TEnte

be Martin Iﬂﬁh@r, Ole ﬂin’ vole xx, cal. %élr?s.

Fo We W Epistal s Pe .
g:“gier;og%igﬁamm gorade in der hwg:;u‘ gﬁt ;Ji;ne gagag;i 2
seltlzs brmederliche Liebs seln, damii die vom allenw
bedreengten Clrloten sich dooh wenigstens nlchb %mhsa fic
mﬂmainmﬂarmihrerrruebaelbaletehanmdm gegensel
en Gobrechlichleit miteinander Geduld haben.' Ce Fe We Walther,

m Pe 258.
Te ibid.




wedor meint men neemlich, dass die Liobo eins gans freie Sache deo
elgenen Horgens sol, oder man meint doch, dass msn nicht allen lienschen
Liebe schulding sei."S Then there is this evaluation,
Ve urteilt domm mm aber hiervon das Wort unseres Gottes?

Wie spricht untor anderem der heilige Apostel hiervon in

unsoren Texte? Er spricht also: "Seid niemand nichts schuldig,

domn dass ily ouch vntoreirander liebat; dern wer don anderen

liebot, dow hot des Gosets orfuslli®, Schet, meine Lieben,

der helligs Apostel locki hier nicht sur Idcbe dor Brusder

els gu oiner gchoonen Sochs, su der wir wns mur durch ihre

Looblichkeit und Lisblichkeit reizen lnssen solltens nsim,

or fordert vielmchr die Iiobs von uns ein als eino Schuld.9

lio ono can think thot what is here said dare bo limited to the
brethren, FJcder lMomsch ist wmscr Gleoubiger und wAr sind jedes lemschen
Sclndldner 10

Racs camot b o barrier to tho exsroiss of loves G:ao_:h Luthoran
toackers havo spokon too clearly and repeated themselves too frequently

. to bo misumdorstood.

Hor walro Iiche hat, der macht unter den Menschen keinen
Unterscliod, » o » der sichot olle en els Geschospfe seinos
Gottos « « « dor oichet alle an als Eigentum dos Herrn Jesu,

e o o dor cichet alle lenschen 2ls solohe an, mvaldwg
dor Hoilige Coist nicht verachmaeht seine gnadenreiche VWohmmg
aufschlagen zu wollen.ll
love oerambles over berriers in order to work its swset influence
on all, Inmbhoren divines have scid as much in discuschg the healing
~7
of the conturion's servant, One of the wumsuel factors of this healing
is thot the centurion, c man of rauk, ghould have boen so concernsd
possibla,.
about tho slelmess of & louly eorvante Several explenstions are

Pwmmmsmtmmwmm.mmmmmw

8. C, I, W, VWalther, gne Gites Do 89
ik
10, Go F. V. Valthor, ope Giliss Ps 258
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%o his nsster, This is the suggestion of John Calvin,i2 With this eww
planotion possible and not at all strained, it becomos the more signif-
icent that another interprotaticn, illustrating the point under dig-
cussion, has also beon poprlar with Iuthorans. It is this, that the
gocially highsr conturion loved the sccilully lowor servant bocause faith
vas active in love, and love twanscends social bormiecra. ¥ind der
rochts Glovbe ist in der Lisbe teetig. Und die woiwe ILiobe nimmt sich
goreds auch armar, geringer Iowba an,.13 Walthor is ewplaining how
feith ohanges the heart of men motiveting MMm to good works. Meloho
Ligbs nohnan wir erstlich on dem Hauptnam uﬂr! Ve geortlich bosorgh
igt er, obgleich oin vornchmar, hoshengessheonor ionm, fusr soinen ermeon
Knochti®ls In his epplication Halther aske, MAchitob ihw ouch, wio dow
Houptmann, womn ihe such noch 80 vornelm woorot, nicht hocher als den
geringsten Knacht?ls After dus allowanes is medo for tho variation

no::!w. tos

w ( ﬂw 79 2 "uic ms duaz.' m-‘..o Ta") dubitetionen

rig 51 l '-ro Twoa _gulm ﬁgg m&:.dtm;g

W J. calvin, ace ..ea., qwl‘.a‘ in Re C. %oach, Mggg the
I@raclon of gur Lm';, Pe 224, This explenmaticn is adopted Ly soma
Lutheren commontators. "luces sags aber, dess jemer Knochkt dem Houpbe
mann warth gowesen ao:., ds i, , daus er wogen seiner Trouo und Tuechiipg=
koit, wogon calnes Gohorsams uad. Vioicgos boi ihm in hohon Worth vnd
ausazaielmtae Gunst gootandon sei." Somp- rnd Fastacs Evanzelien,
uebarsatzt n. cusgosogen aus dor EBvengelien HEommonis dor lutherischon
Hhao:.ogen 1. GitSQ m- Imar ‘I.md Joh, Gﬂ‘m’ 701- I, Pe ?54-

13. G, Bbooalderds, in Dic gven Rerilonon dog Kirchon=
Jjehrog, (B3ited by L. Fuorbringa®), pe. 146.

dde Co Ty Vo Halthor, _ﬂmm Pe 133

35, C. Fs U, 1:&1%, S m.; De 1.
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in oogesis, thic foot ot least vemains swre, that the teaching that
Christion lovo ovorreachos scelal distances is a thoroughly Imtheran
thought,
' Tho clogonh parcllel to our modern recicl antagonisms to bs found
in spostolic 4imss iz tho Jowish - Gontils ralationghin, Christicn love
in Christ beddged thot gap. Commonting on the stendard enigtls lesson
for the Sccond Swadny in Advent ( Rom, 15, 4 = 13) Iather wurites on verce
oights

Do or mm boschlosgen batts seius lMelmmg, dass ein
deglicker sich dos enderen soll ernchmen Goth su Ereny o « «
foelrs e gu vnd gruendot colches mit stevken Spruschon
Cor Schrifty ¢ o o 06011t oich zwischen Juden und Heiden
aln oin Schiodompun wnd MBttlor; alo sollto or sorochon:

I Juden koammy dlo Iioiden nicht verwerfen, ob sie nicht
nit ouch ewwer Cowoknhel$ nach sasen wnd trinkon; dem ple
hobon oben dea Christun, dem ik habt, wie das die Sohrift
ouver verituendigt hete Wedermme Ihr Hoiden koonnt dic Juden
nicht vemachion, ob sio gloich ihwer Woise noch essen und
trinkons domn sig hoben avch densclbigen Christum, dor iimen
igtvorholsson in dor Schrift.l6

Tha boliovers'! commnion 2n Christ producss love that ic not
frightonsd mny by recicl dlflorancos.

Tho thovght 13 not novel nor is it antiqueted. In the story of
the Good Somoriten momy camentabors c2ll attontion to the sams lasson.

A gorboin mem® probebly e Jew, but for ths purpose of

toaching that the duty of love is indopendont of race,

roligion end color, the man ig intenticnally prosented as

on wmamed hmman boing uho went down tho repldly desconding

deasrt road fron Joruselan Lo Jericho.l? _

Tatthoren wrltors steto ond restate thet Christion love sheds its =

ma&'agrmmm.ﬂmwaaremmm.msmw

16, lartin Iuthers cpe Giles VOl. XII, ool 46.
B R et o Chrdgt, D 432,



the Altar is a love feast. Ave there any linitations as to whom that
love shall cmbrace?

Seloet,durch diec Gogenwart wnd den Gemuss des Loibes

Christi im heiligon Abendmohl ist dasselbe ewch sin Mahl
der immipston Gemeingchaft und darum auch suzleich das
hoochste Liobosmahl, das eben so imnige Iiebe fordert als .
imipge Liohs foerdert. Da versammeln wir wns alle als gleiche
Kindor vic an Familiontisch unsers gemeinschaftlichen himme
ligchon Vaters. So grose auch sonst dor Unterschied gwischen
den Kommmilkonten im buergerlichen Ieben sein mags hier
bein hoilipgen Abondmahl verschwinden diese Unterschiede alle;
da worden wir alle gleichj da isst der eino ule der andere
von deomsolben irdischon wnd himmlischen Brote und trinkd
von dempelbon irdischen und himmlischen Tranke; der Unter—
thano wie sein Koenig, der Sklave vie sein Herr, der Bettler
vic deor Reicho, daos Kind wie der Grels, das Weib vie der
Ham, der Rinfocltigsto wie der Gelelnrtoste; da stchen alle
Kommmilanten da ols gloich arme, gnedenlamgrige und =durstige
Suandor wnd Betiler. liag der eine mm dastehen in groben

" Kittel, mmmsmmsmmuggg:ﬁmﬂa
gosclzmieclcyy womn sic himmgpehen, tragen p 4iS
% nd durstig gowesen sind, Christi Blut wnd Gerechtig-

Thus also et the Lond's Table there is Christien oneness in love
bofore which oil differences £10e. Love is kindled. All differences
that obtain cutside tho chmrch vanish,

Ono avomis of ovesion is thus blocked. Lutheran writers expose
elso tho other subterfuge, narely, e distortion of the quality of love.

Love is not o dead sbotraction. Love is alive. Love serves. Baler

writes of tho love nocesserily conjoined with falth in Christs 'Ita
Pficax « He

also quotes tho famous words of Luther:

Et est fides 1lla qul viven, efficax ita

180 C. F. U, Uﬂlﬂm’ W M’ Pe 182.
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