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thought she was still there, and they also moved on. When 

Aisha returned she found the oomplm1' gone without her. 

Knowing that someone would return tor her as soon as 

her absence was discovered, she lay down on the sand 

and fell asleep. Presently, she was awakened by a young 

Moslem w~o was not a part or the company. He brought.her 

back. But then the talk began. What was Aisha doing in 

the desert with the young Moslem? It was to Ali's 

advantage to discredit Aisha which would in turn 

discredit Abu Bakr. This caused a wider ritt between 
. 1 

the parties • Aisha hated Ali more than ever. 

At the death of Mohammed1Abu Bakr became the ~irst 

cal~::,'>~• He was succeeded by Umar and uthman. The party 

or Ali " still sought its oppor~ty. Uthman, for various 
•. 

reasons, was an unpopular leader. He was asked to 

abdicate but refused to do so.! Finally, uthman was 

murdered at the instigation or· .the party ot Ali and 

others who were d·issatisi'ied with the bad rule or Uthman. 2 

Mu.ch to the displeasure _91' Aisha,Ali "becaae Cal~ph. She, . . 
under the pretext of avenging the death of Uthman, 

gathered an army and fought the forces ot Ali at the 

B::. ttle ot the Camei a~ lost the battle. _Ali ~reated 

her kindly atter her capture. 

E. Bey, Mohammed, PP• 230-31. 
2 
B. Abbott, Aisha, the Beloved or Mohammed, pp. 125ft. 
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During the ca_liphate ot Ali., Mualri18,h Abu Suryan., 

governor ot Syria., coveted the caliphate. He gathered 

.an army to tight Ali. Again Ali was victorious., but 

he came out second best in the negotiations. In 39 A.H. 

Al~ was Jll'Urdered by a fanatic am Abu Sutyan ascemed the 

throne. He was a member ot the hated 1Jmmayad 1'am1ly. 

Civil war raged tor forty years in Islam. During the 

war Hasan and Husain., sons ot Ali., !'ell at the hands 

or the Ummayads.1 

Ali's war with Abu Sutyan resulted in a schism. 

The d~fferences between t~e two men were entruad to 
~. 

t t10 ref ereea for settlement according to the Koran. 

Al1 1s army consented to this procedure except tor 

one segment that broke away because they rebelled 

a3ainst the idea ot human Judgment bei:ng placed above . . \ ,, 

the Koran. ' JUdgment belongs to God alone.," they said.~" 
. . . 

This segment left the army and withdrew to the village 

or Harura near K:uta. They called themselves the 

al-Burariya or al-Muhakld.ma., holding as their - . 
,chief' principle the phrase above. The Judgment 

of the two referees went against Ali. As a result 

' 

ot t~is., another larger segment broke away from Ali's 

·army and Joined the al-Hurariya. They later came to be 

known as Kharijit-es, i.e • ., ''Those who have sold their 

souls tor God's oause."3 

E. Bey, gJ!.• cit .• PP• 306·-8. 
2 

"Jti:ari41'tes"., Boutsma., _gp_. -2.!!• P• 904. 
3 
Ibid. -
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The collllllUD1ty ot the Kha:rijites became theoretically 

very democratic. They said that the leadership of Islam 

was not.:to be limited to any family or tribe., but that 

the caliph ihoulc2. be. elected by the believers from 

among the worthiest ot the Moslems. Even negroes should 

have a right to the caliphate., they said.1 This pronounce­

ment n.a against the popular belief that the caliph ha~ to 

come from the tribe of Xoreish., which was the tribe of 

Mohammed. 

Their democratic ideas at~racted many other 

adherents. Ra:ny dissatisfied people and even non­

Arabs 11ere among the number. The Kbal'icfites were 

extremely ta_natio. They plundered and murdered 

unmercifully. . EverJ'One who did not accept the opinions 

of the lQiarajites was branded as an infidel by them. Theil" 

fanaticism coupled nth growing numbers made them a force 

to be reckoned with. Ali became alarmed. He gathered his 

army to destroy them. He killed a mjority of them but 

not without heaVJ" losses ot his own number. But the 

reEinder of the Kharijites continued to kill and plum.er 

and it was one of their own number who finally assassinated 

Ali.2 

The Kharijites kept on plaJ'ing a big part in Islamic 

history., but we are :moxeconoerned· with their belief'~. All 

Lammena., on. cit. p. 141. 
2 .:.c. -

11 • ff 4 JCharijites ., Jm.• .211• p. 90 • 
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of' them agree that anyone who. has the necessary .moral am 

religious qualli'icationa can be a caliph. Hence, they 

say that only the ca:li_phatea of Abu Bakr and Umar were 

valid al'Jd only part or the caliphates ot uthman am 

Ali were valid. 'lbey p119cla1m tha~ besides those, 

only their own leaders have been legitimate caliphs. 

Their ~eement on the doctrine or the caliphate, ~owever, 

seemo to be virtually the only thing on which they do· 
l agree. They have never had true military, political, 

or doctrinal unity. Some authorities claim that the 

ICharijite .sect 1s divided into .no less than twenty 

sects, while others assert that there is only one 

sect but many ditf'erenoes of' bel:tei' in that one sect. 

The !Chal'ijites greatly str~ss the doctrine of 

salvation by works •. Morally they are very strict, 

refusing to call anyone who has committed a mortal 
"' sin a believer. one group ot the Khar131tes says that. 

one who has become an infidel by committing a mortal sin 

can neve re-enter the faith and should be killed along 

with -his wife and children. They regard all Moslems 

other than themselves as apostates and3,tstif7 the 

principle of religious 'murder. 

They are, however, very tolerant to Christians 

and Jews. Some lthari.jite,s regard all who will say, "Allah 

Ibid. -
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1s God and Mohammed is his prophet to the Arabs., but not 

to us" on an equal plane with themselves. Some ot them 

go so ta:r as to state that Allah trill reveal a new 

Koran to the Persians and that he will tound a 

religion tor them as d1Vine as Christianity, JUdaism 

and Islam.1 

The Xhar1.fite seat reverences the Koran but this 

has not stopped them from deleting aura XII from it because 

oi its worldly nature which could not possibly come from 

Allah. They refuse also .to admit that the Koran is 

uncreated. They deny that Mohammed intercedes tor 

the believersJ they denounce the cult ot saints in 

Islam and pilgrimages to their tombs. 

also the Sufi fratern1t1es.2 

The denounce 

The Abadites or Ibaditea, a branch of Khar1J1tes, 

have developed especially among the -Berbers~ and this sect 

has become a mtional one with them. 'l'hey- a:re also found 

in Oman in Arabia. The.. A ~dites resent being called 

heretics by the Sunnis. They claim that they alone of 

all the many Moslem sects have the right to salvation. 

They believe that Allah pardons venial but not mo1'tal sins 

unless they a:re blotted o~t by repentance. They further 

beiieve that 2i is their duty ard the duty-of every ~oslem 

to en.join good and reprove evil at e~ery opportunity. 

'l'hey have a type of exoommun1oat1on in their ritual. 

1 
Ibid. 
2-
Lammens, .!2• ~- p. 1Jf.2. 
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This sect recognizes the Koran and Had.1th but rejects 

Qiyas and Ijma•.1 

Except tor these general principles, not much is 

known about t~e1r bel1ers.2 '!hey kee,p their beliefs 

jealously and do not mix with the orthodox. Marriage 

with them is a rare exception and f'rowned upon by the 

cormnumty. These practices Eke them a homogeneous 

group easily distinguished trom the Sunnis ot north 

Africa by their behavior, character, and tendencies. 

The Abadites in Arabia have split into several sects 

among which are the llaf's1Ja,, Harith1ya, and Yazidiya.3 

'!'hose in north Africa have split up into the Nakharites, 

Khal1'1tes, and Nafathites.4 

The great political question of Islam, "Who should 

be the successor ot Mohammed?" eventually caused a lal'ger_ 

schism than that ot the Khal'ijites. 

not die out after he was mm~ered. 

The P8l"'~Y' ot Ali did 

on the cor,~rary, it 

became more aggressive and the split became· wider a:nd 

wider until it solidified into the Shiah sect. 

'!'he Shiah sec·t, or the Shi' i tea, lay great em,Phasis 

on a tradition that when Mohammed was returning from his 

farewell pi~riEge to Mecca, he stopped at the place 

called Ghadir Khum, and tllere announced that he wanted 

Ali, his son-in-law am cousin, to be his successor. 

"Abadites" in Boutsma, on. cit. p. l. 
2 ~-

"Khal'ijites" in Boutsma, on. cit. P• 904. 3 ,....._ 

"al-Ibadiya.11 in Boutama, on. cit. P• 350. 
4 . .:.I. -

·"Abadites" in Houtsma, .22• .ill.• P• l. 

. •. 
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The precise words ot Mohammed are reported to be: "Whoever 

recognizes me as his master, 11111 know Ali as his master. nl 

• That this really did happen is entirely possible. 2 

Furthermore, though it is generally conceded that 

Mohammed died in .the Bl'm& ot his beloved Aisha, the 

Sh1 1ites have another tradition which gives 

prominence to Fatimah and Ali d~ing the last 

moments of the prophet. The tradition is ascribed 

to Ali and is recorded by several Shi'ite authorities. 

It states that: Mollammed died with Ali and Fatimah 

ministering to him and sorrowi:r,a over him. At that .. 

time the dying prophet !a said to have predicted that 

Fatimah would be first to follow him to the grave.3 

Later during the caltphate of uthman an it1nerent 

preacher by the name ot Abd .Allah ibn Saba achieved some 

prominence. He took a leading part in the oon.spirac7 in 

tavor ot Ali. Among other thi:ngs he taught that the 

first three caliphs were usurpers, that ever-y prophet 

had a "wasi" or executor, am that Ali was the 

executor of Mohammed. He further preached that 

"the divine Sp1r1t,wh1ch dwells in eveey prophet 

and passes successivel7 from one to another, was 

transferred at Mohammed's death to Ali, and from 

D.M. Donaldson, 'l'he Shi'ite Religion, p. 1. 
2 
Donaldson, on. oit. P• 3. 3 .:..-
Donaldson, .21!.• !J.!• P• 8-9. 
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Ali into his descendants who succeeded him in the 

Imamate (oaliphate). 111 

These teaohizgs took hold among some of the 

party of Ali and were expanded by them. 

During succeeding years many legends sprung 

up about Ali. They extolled his might a:nd bravery 

111 battle and recorded glorious teats. which he 

performed. According to these legems Ali was also 

mis}lty with tlie pen. and. among other writings. helped 

formulate the f'1rst gralllJllal'· in Arabic. Another of his 

literary accomplishments 1s said to be a secret book. 

which contained all the lmowledge of' the prophets. 

of' the representatives of the prophets. al'Jd of' the 

scholars. or Israel. This book was lef't in the hands 

or hia suocesso~s to the Ima.mate who continually 

referred to it tor aid and counsel.2 

The Sh1 1ites turth~r teach that when Mohammed 

took his trip through heaven. Jesus. Moses and Abraham 

all inquired about the health or Ali6 and that they 

congratulated Mohammed on having picked such a tine 

successor. They Shi 1ites also state that the prophet 

once said. "There is no God but God6 Mohammed is the 

Apostle of God., and Ali ibn Abu Talib is the commander 

of' the.Faithtul. 113 

Donaldson; .2J!.• cit. p. 42. 
2 -
Donaldson. .21!.• cit. 

3 . -
P• 48-g. 

Donaldson. ,S!E.• ill• P• 53. 
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Thus the Sh1 11tea have expanded and developed their 

doctrines. They have also grown in number so that this 

sect is now the.largest or the heterodox sects. S.N. 

Zwemer wrote that they number about twelve million. 

Lammens lists them as having seven million 

adherents in Iran., i'i ve million i11 I1~aq. It 

is the state religion of Iran (Persia).1 '!'heir 
. 

subdivisions are also numerous though there iu dis-

agreement as to the ac '-:ua:l number or di visions among 

the Sh1 11tes. ZY.eraer states that there are thirty-two 

or them.,2 but Lammens states that there are about 

seventy- ~'Ub-oocto each a:n&.thematizing the others.3 
. . 

Be that ae 1t may, the differences among them are 

great and varied. The sect •consists largely of 

Persians who brought their old religious and 

political doctrines with them when converted 

to the new taith.4 

There are five fundamental doctrines in 

Shi'ite theology. These are: the unity or God, 

the justice or God, the authority ot the prophet., 

-the Imamate, and the Resurreotion~5 Of' these five 

doctrines ~nly one 1s not town in Swmi .theology. 

'l 
· Lammens., on. cit. p. 148. 
2 .;::;.. -
Zwemer., on. cit. p. 138. 

3 . ~ -
Lanunera., on. cit. P• 143. 

4 .:.. -
"Is1am·1 Enc;yolopedia Britannica., _gp_. ill_. p. 710. 

5 ' 
Donaldson., .21!.• !!1 • p. 364. 
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This doctrine is tbe Imamate which forms the center ot 
·- shi 11 te theology am gets the most e~hasis from their 

th,ologians~ The doctrine ot the Ima.mate 1s a 
I 

development c£ the belief that Ali \fas the true 

successor or Mohammed and, therefore, the first 

caliph. The Shi' ites have expamed am added to 

the caliphate until now it is their most i~ortant 

doctrine. It gradually arose from the idea that in 

the house of Ali there was a particle ot divinity which 

passed on from generation to generation.1 Thus, the only 

true cal~p~s or Imams according to the Shi1ites are Ali 

and his descements. Following is a list of the twelve 

Imams ot the Sn1 1ites.2 

1. 
2. 

i: 
5. 
6 •. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

Ali, son-in-law of the prophet 
Al-Hasan, son of Ali 
Al-Husain, second son ot Ali . 
Ali, surmmed Zainu11-abidin, son ot Al-Husain 
MUhammad al-Bagir, son ot Zainu11-abidin 
Ja 1ter as-Sadiq, son ot Muhamned al-Bagir 
Musa al-Kazim, son or Ja'ter 
Ar-Reza, son of Musa 
fo!Uhammad at-'l'aqi, son.of Ar-Reaa 
A-li an-Nagi, son of Muhammad at Taqi 
Al-Hasan al- 1Asheri, son of Ali an-Haqi 
Muhammad, son ot Al-Hasan al-Asheri 

According to the Sh1 11tes the Imamo ere necessary 

for salvation for several reasons. They protect the 

believers !'l'om evil, they guard the law, restrain men 

from violence, oppression and disobedience. Imam is 

the instrument of God on earth through whom God causes 

zwemer, Am.•oss the World of Islam, p. 284. 
2 
Zwemer, 3!.• ~- P• 285. 
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his kindness to flow. The Imam is aiso the proof' ot God 

on earth.1 
The Iznam, is perfect in all ti'dngs and entirely 

free .from sin.2 'l'he real origin of' thi·s bel_ief' is in the 

' Shi'ite interpretation ot the Koran, especially aura 21118. 

The Imams are mediators in the s~e way that Mohamm.,d is 

the mediator of modern orthodox Islam. They ~e 

-addressed in ~Tayer and the belief' is popular 

that there is no salv~tion outside of' the Imams.3 

'l'he doctrine of' the hidden Imam 1s &:lso comm.on 

among all orthodox Shi 11 tee • This doctrine was also 

a development am arose from the tact that the twelfth 

' Imam died without children. Seeing themselyes without 

a leader, the Sh1 11tes invented this doctrine,4 which 

states that the last Imam was a mysterious person who 

is immune to death. He disappeared in the year 365 A.H. 

and is believed to be still alive -am ruling the Shi'ite 

community by choosing various men from time to t1m,e to 

carry out his b_id<U,ng.5 

The hidden Imam wili come into the world again near 

the end of' ·time as the Mahdi, an eschatological individual 

that Mohammed said would come with good news in the .last 

Donaldson, .21!.• cit. p. 307. 
2 . -
Donaldson, on. cit. p. 314. 

3 .;..., -
Donaldson, on. cit. p. 320. 

4 ~-
Lamm.ens, on·. cit. p. 146. 

5 ~ -
Lammens, .21!.. .!!.ll_. p. 150. 
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daya.1 The Mahdi will usher in the ~olden days of :&slam. 

He· w111 rule over all Moslem ld.ngdo~ in right,ousness. 

·He ,µ11 be a real guide to men and make the lU-e ot all 

11 ving pleasant. Muq~ rain will tall during the Mahdi I a 

days. 'l'he conoensus ot opinion seems to. be that he will 

l"~le tor seven years and then die. 

Many .traditions .have been built arou:nd the figure 

of the twelfth Imam or Mahdi. Upon hi.a birth he is 

said to have spoken in fluent Arabic, ' Praise to God~ 

the Lord ot the Worlds, and salutation to Muhammad,and 

hi~ .family. 112 Angels instructed him trom birth. 

Apparen~ly, the eleventh Imam, the .father ot the 

Mahdi, died while the ~att.er was still young and 

a short time· later, the Mehdi himself died. 

Belief in the Mahdi has penetrated orthodox 

Sunni bel~et'but has not assumed great importance 

a~ is not considered an article ot taith.3 Some 

ot the Sunnis ~ay he will be the precursor to the 

end of .the world, .others claim that he will be the 

restorer ot Islam, and still others seem to identity 

him with the second coming ot Jesus, who will come 

again, marry, and raise a family-. Prom time to 

·. time self-styled Mahdis hav·e appeared a:nd have exhorted 

the people and succeeded only in causing unrest. 

'l'he Sh1 1ites have the Koran and the 0Akhbar" as 

Donaldson, on. cit. p. 226. 
2 ~ -

Donaldson, on. cit. P• 230. 
3 ~-
Lammena, OD. ill• p. 150. 
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their authorities. '!'he Akhbar corresponds to the Hadith 

or the Sunnis and are tilled with Shi'ite traditions 

fully as extensive as the Badith. Their exegesis of 

the Koran i~ described by Lammens as being very often 

"puerile. · Their sole ob.feet in dealing with the Koran 

seems to be to:flnd grounds for belier in the doctrine of 

the Ima.mate. In order to do this, more easily they employ 

allegorical interpretation. Por example. the cow which 

is to be sacrificed is interpreted by the Shi 1ites to 

mean Aisha. the mortal enemy of Ali.1 

The Koran to the Shi 11tes is not the first or the 

best version. They assume variant readings and slip 

in 3losses. Mu.oh to the embarrassment of the Shi'ite 

theologians., Ali is not mentioned in the Koran. But by 

using allegorical interpretations and sometimes even doing 

violence to the text they try to substantiate Ali's claim ··· · 

and the doctrine ot the Imamate. 

'!'he Shi 1ites have some interesting ceremonies in 

connection W1 th their ,1orship. Some of these 

ceremonies are performed at the various shrines 

which the 8h1 11tes hold in high regard. One ot 

·the most important of these shrines is at lCerbala 

where Hasan and Husain fell in battle at the hands 

of the Umma78ds. Thousands or fai thtul Shi 11 tes m11ke 

pilgrimages to ICerbala every year. These pQople are in 

Lammens • .22.• ill• p. 153. 


