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During the cqliphate of Ali, Muawiyah Abu Sufyan,
governor of Syria, coveted the caliphate. He gathered
an army to fight Ali. Agalin All was victorious, but
he came out second best in the negotiations. In 39 A.H,
Ali was murdered by a fanatic and Abu Sufyan ascended the
throne. He was a member of the hated Ummayad famlly.
Civil war raged for forty years in Islam. During the
war Hasan and Husain, sons of Ali, fell at the hands
of the Umayads.l

Ali's war with Abu Sufyan resulted in a schisn.
The differences between the two men were -entrusad to
Wo refereces for settlement according to the Koran.
Alli's army consented to thlis procedure except for
one segment that broke away because they rebelled
against the ldea of human judgment being placed above.
the Koran. “Judgment belongs to God alone," they aidza"
This segment left the army and withdrew to the village
of Harura near Kufa. They called themselves the
al-Hurariya or al-Muhakkima, ho:!.ding as their
chief principle the phrase above. The judgment
of the two referees went against Ali. As a result
of : this, another larger segment broke away from Ali's
army and joined the al-Hurariya. They later came to be
known as Kharijites, i.e., "Those who have sold their
souls for God's cause."3

1
EE. Bey, _021 9_:_-_‘!:_- DD. 306"'8.

3"Ka'ari;11tes“, Houtsma, op. eit. p. 90k.
Ibid.
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The community of the Kharijites became theoretically
very democratlc. They said that the leadership of Islanm
was not:to be llmited to any family or tribe, but that
the caliph should be elected by the believers from
among the worthiest of the Moslems. Even negroes should
have a right to the caliphate, they sa:ld.l This pronounce-
ment was againsf the popular belief that the caliph had to
come from the tribe of Koreish, which was the tribe of
Mohanmmed .

Thelr democratic ideas atiracted many other
adherents. Many dissatisfled people and even non-
Arabs werec among the number. The Kharijites were
extremely fanatic. They plundered and murdered
unmercifully.. Everyone who did not accept the opinions :
of the KharaJites was branded as an infidel by then. '1'he:i.r
fanaticism coupled with growing numbers made them a force
to be reckoned with. Ali became alarmed. He gathered his
army to destroy them. He killed a majority of them but
not without heavy losses of his owm number. But the
remainder of the Kh.arid:l.teé continued to kill and plunder
and it was one of thelr own number who finally assassinated
A11.2

The Kharijites kept on playing a big part in Islamic
history, but we are moreconcerned with their beliefs. All

1
Lammens, op. cit. p. 141,
2

"Kharijites", op. cit. p. 904,
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of them agree that anyone who has the necessary moral and
religlous qualifications can be a caliph. Hence, they
say that only the callphates of Apu Bakr and Umar were ;
valid and only part of the caliphates of Uthman and f
Alli were valid. They proclaim that besides those,

only thelr own leaders have been legitimate caliphs.
Thelr agreement on the doetrine of the calliphate, however,
seems Yo be virtually the only thing on which they do
agree.l They have never had true military, politiecal,

or doctrinal unity. Some authorities élaim that the
Kharijite sect is dlvided into no less than twenty

sects, while others assert that there ls only one

sect but many differences of bellef in that one sect.

The Xharijites greatly stress the doctrine of
salvation by works. lMorally they are very strict,
refusing to call anyone who has conmitted a mortal
sin a believer. One grouﬁ of the Kharljites says that
one who has become an infidel by committing a mortal sin
can neve re-enter the faith and should be killed along
wilth his wife and children; They regard all Moslems
other than themselves as apostates and jistify the
principle of rellgious murder. .

They are, however, very tolerant to Christians
and Jews. Some Kharijites regard all who wiil say, "Allah

1
Ibld.
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is OGod and Mohammed is his prophet to the Arabs, but not
%o us" on an equal plane with themselves. Some of them
go 80 far as to state that Allah will reveal a new
Koran to the Persians and that he will found a
religion for them as divine as Christianity, Judaism
and Islam.l '

The Kharijite sect reverences the Koran but this
has not stopped them from deleting sura XII from it because
of its worldly nature which could not possibly come from
Allah. They refuse also to admit that the Koran is
uncreated. They deny that i;&ohammed intercedes for
the believers; they denome the cult of saints in
Islam and pilgrimages to their tombs. The denounce
also the Sufi fraternities.Z B

The Abadites or Ibadites, a branch of Xharijites,
have developed especlally among the Berbers, and this sect
has become a national one with them. They are also found
in Oman in Arabia. The, A-jadites resent being called
heretics by the Sunnis. They claim that they alone of
all the many Moslem sects have the right to salvation.
They believe that Allah pardons venlal but not mortal sins
unless they are blotted out by repéntance. They further
believe that & is thelr duty and the duty of every lfoslem
to enjoin good and reprove evil at every opportunity.
They have a type of excommunication in their ritual.
I

Ibid.
2

Lammens, op. cit. p. 142,
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This sect recognizes the Koran and Hadith but rejects
Qlyas and Ijma'.t .

Except for these general prineiples, not much is
known about their belj.ea‘.‘ﬁ.2 They keep their beliefs
Jealously and do not mix with the. orthodox. Marriage
with them is a rare exception and frowned upon by the
community. These practices make them a homogeneous
group easlly distinguished from the Sunnis of north
Africa by thelr behavior, character, and tendencies.

The Apadites in Arabia have split into several sects
among which are the Hafsiya, Harithiya, and Yazidiya.3
Those in north Africa have split up into the Nakharites,
Khalfites, and Nafathites.*

The great political question of Islam, "Who should
be the successor of Mohammed?" eventually caused a larger.
schism than that of the Knarijites. The party of Al1 dia -
. not die out after he was murdered. On the contrary, it
became more aggressive and the split became wider and
wider until it solidified into the Shiah sect.

The Shiah sect, or the Shil'ltes, lay great emphasis
on a tradition that when Mohammed was returning from his
farewell plligrimage to HMecca, he stopped at the place
called Ghadir Khum, and there amnounced that he wanted

All, his son-in-law and cousin, to be his successor.

i}
"Abadites" in Houtsma, op. cit. p. 1.

2

"Kharijites" in Houtsma, op. eit. p. 904,
3

4"a1-1bad:|.ya" in Houtsma, op. cit. p. 350.
"Abadites" in Houtsma, op. cit. p. 1.
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The preclse words of Mohammed are reported to be: "Whoever
recognizes me as his master, will lmow Ali as his master."l
That this really did happen is entirely possible.2
Furthermore, though 1t is generally conceded that
Mohammed died in the 2rms of his beloved Alsha, the
Shi'ites have another tradition which glves
prominence to Fatimah and All dwring the last
moments of the prophet. The traditlon 1s ascribed
to All and is recorded by several Shi'ite authorities.
It states that:lMohammed died with Ali and Fatimsh
ministering to him and sorrowing over him. At that
time the dying prophet is said to have predicted that
Fatimah would be first to follow him to the grave.3
Later during the calphate of Uthman an itinerent
preacher by the name of Abd Allzh ibn Saba achieved some
prominence. He took a leading part in ¢he corspiracy in
favor of Alli. Among other things he taught that the
first three caliphs were usurpers, that every prophet
had a "wasi" or execubtor, and that All was the
executor of Mohammed. He further preached that
"the divine Spirit, which dwells in every prophet
and passes successlvely from one to another, was
transferred at Mohammed's death to Ali, and from
1
D.M. Donaldson, The Shi'ite Religion, p. 1.

2
Donaldson, op. eit. p. 3.

Donaldson, op. eit. p. 8-9.
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Ali into his descendants who succeeded him in the
Imamate (caliphate)."t

These teachings took hold among some of the
party of Ali and were expanded by then.

During succeeding years many legends sprung
"up about Ali. They extolled his might and bravery
in battle and recorded glorious feats, which he
performed. According to these legends Ali was also
mighty with the pen, and, among other writings, helped
formulate the first grammar in Arabiec. Another of his
liverary accomplishments is sald o be a secret book.
which contained all the knowledge of the prophets,
of the representatives of the prophets, and of the
scholars of Israel. This book was left in the hands
of his Buccessors to the Imamate who continually
referred to 1t for ald and o:‘.'t:mnsel.2

The Shitites further teach that when Mohammed
took his trip through heaven, J.'esua, Moses and Abraham
all inguired about the health of Ali, and that they
congratulated Mohammed on having plcked such a fine
successor. They Shi'ites also state that the prophet
once salid, "There is no God but God, Mohammed is the
Apostle of God, and Ali ibn Abu Talib ls fhe commander
of the. Faithful."3 '

1 3 ;
Donaldson, op. eit. . 42.
2

Donaldson, op. e¢it. p. 48-9.
analdson, op. eit. p. 53.
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Thus the_Shi'ites have expanded and developed their
doctrines. They have also grown in number so that this
sect is now the largest of the heterodox sects. S.M.
Zwemer wrote that they number about twelve million.
Lammens lists them as having seven million
adherents in Iran, five million in Iraq. It
is the state religion of Iran (Persia).l Their
subdivisions are also numerous though there is dis-
agreement as to the actual number of divisions among
the Shitites. Zuener states that there are thifty-two
of’ them,2 but Lammens states that There are about
seventy-sub-sects each anathematizing the others.3
Be that as it may, the difrereﬁoes ameng them are
great and varied. The sect consists largely of
Persians who brought thelr old relligious and
political doctrines with them when converted
to the new faith.4
: There are five fundamental doetrines in
Shi'ite theology. These are: the unity of God,
the justice of God, the authority of the prophet,
the Imamate, and the Resurrection.? OFf these five

doctrines only one is not found in Sunni theology.

‘Lammens, op. eit. p. 148.

n

Zwemer, op. cit. p. 138.

W

Lammers, op. cit. p. 143.

"Islam" Epeyclopedia Britannica, op. ¢it. p. T10.
Donaldson, op. cit. p. 364.

Ut =
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This doctrine is the Imamate which forms the center of

““Bhi'ite theology and gets the most emphasis from their

th?ologians « The doctrine of the Imamate is a
development o the bellef that All was the true
successor of Mohammed and, therefore, the first
caliph. The Shi'ites have expanded and added to
the caliphate until now it 1s their most important

.

doctrine. It gradually arose from the idea that in

the house of Ali there was a particle of divinity which
passed on from generation to generation.l Thus, the only
true caliphs or Imams according to the Shi'ites are All
and his descendents. Following 1s a 1list of the twelve
Imams of the 8hi'ites.?

1. Ali, sorn-in-law of the prophet
2, Al-Hasan, son of All
2. Al-Husain, second son of Ali

o Ali, surnamed Zainu'l-abldin, son of Al-Husain
5. HMuhammad al-Baglr, son of Zainu'l-abidin
6.. Ja'far as-Sadiq, son of Muhammad al-Bagir
T. HMusa al-Kazim, son of Ja'far
8. Ar-Reza, son of Musa
9. Muhammad at-Taqi, son.of Ar-Reza
10. Ali an-Kaql, son of Muhammad at Taql
11. Al-Hasan al-'Asharl, son of Alli an-Naqi
12. Muhammad, son of Al-Hasan al-Asharil

According to the Shi!ites the Imams are necessary
for salvation for several reasons. They protect the
believers from evil, they guard the law, restrain men
frém violence, oppression and disobedience. Imam is
the instrument of God on earth through whom God causes
I

Zwemer, Aavoss the World of Islam, p. 284.

2
Zwemer, op. cit. p. 285.
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his kindness to flow. The Imam is also the proof of God
on earth.l The Ipam is perfect in all trings and entirely
free from sin.2 The real origin of this belief is in the
Shifite interpretation of the Korari, especlally sura 2:118.
The Imams are medlators in the same way that Mohammed is
the mediator of modern orthodox Isiam. 'l'he.y are
addressed in prayer and the bellef is popular
that there is no salvation outside of the Imams.3

The doctrine of the hidden Imam 1s also common
among all orthodox Shi'ites. This doctrine was also
a developnent and arose from the fact that the twelfth
Imam died without children. Seeing themselves without
a leader, the Shitites invented this doctrine,u which
states that the last Imam was a mysterious person who
is :I.;nmune to death. He disappeared in the year 365 A.H.
and 1s believed ?:o be still alive and ruling the Shitite
community by choosing various men from time to time to
carry out his bidding.? .
The hidden Imam will come into the world again near
the end of time as the Mahdi, an eschatological individual

that Mohammed said would come with good news in the last

1Dona1dson, op. eit. p. 307.
2D6na1dson, op. eit. p. 31%4.
3Dona1dson, op. e¢it. p. 320.
4I.anuma-ns, op. eit. p. 146.
5Lamnens, op. eit. p. 150.
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days.l The Mehdi will usher in the golden days of Islem.
He will rule over all Noslem kingdoms in righteousness.
"He will be a real guide to men and make the life of all
living pleasant. Much rain will fall during the Maxhdi's
days. The concensus or opinibn seems to. be that he will
-rule for seven years and then die. :
! Many traditions have been built around the figure
of the twelfth Imam or Mahdi. Upoi'x his birth he is
sald to have spoken in fluent Arabic, "Praise to God,
the Lord of the Worlds, and salutation to Muhammad,and
his ramily.“2 Angels instructed him from birth.
Apparently,; the eleventh Imam, the father of the
Mahdi, died while the latter was still young and
a short time later, the M&jhdi himself died.

Belief in the Mahdi has penetrated orthodox
Sunni belief'but has not assumed great importance
and is not_ considered an article of faith.3 Some
of the Sunnis say he will be the precursor to the
end of the world, others clalm that he will be the
restorer of Islam, and still others seem to identify
him with the second coming of Jesus, who will come
agalin, marry, and ra;ise a famlly. From time to
time self-styled Mahdis have appeared and have ex_horted
the people and succeeded only in causing unrest.

The Shi'ites have the Koran and the "Akhbar" as

1
2Donaldson, op. cit. p. 226.
3Dona1dscn, op. ¢it. p. 230.

Lanmens, op. eit. p. 150.
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their authorities. The Akhbar corresponds to the Hadith
of the Sunnis and are filled with Shi'ite traditions
fully as extensive as the Hadith. Thelr exegesis of
the Koran is described by Lammens as being very often
puerile. Their sole object in dealing with the Koran
seems to be tofind grounds for belief in the doctrine of
the Imamate. In order %o do this more easily they employ
allegorical interpretation. For example, the cow which
is to be sacrificed is interpreted by the Shitites to
mean Aisha, the mortal enemy of Ali.l _

The Koran to the Shi'ites is not the first or the
best version. They assume variant readings and slip
in glosses. Much to the embarrassment of the Shi'ite
theologians, Ali is not mentioned in the Koran. -But by
using allegorical interpretations and sometimes even dding
violence to the text they try to substantiate Ali's elaim™ =
and the doctrine of the Imamate.

The Shifites have some interesting ceremonies in
connection with thelr worship. Some of these
ceremonies are performed at the various shrines
which the Shi'ites hold in high regard. One of
‘the most important of these shrines is at Kerbala
where Hasan and Husain fell in battle at the hands
of the Ummayads. Thousands of faithful Shi'ites make
pllgrimages to Kerbala every year. These p@ople are in

1
Lammens, op. eit. p. 153.




