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"Don Isabelo de los Reyes had organized e labor union end, 
feeling himcelf supported well enough by the masses, 
proclaimed the cecession in a meeting in Guiapo held 
about the early part of August, 1902. Still Bishop 
Aglipsy did not like the idea of separation from Rome. 
But soon after, when for some five days he (Aglipay) 
was the guest of the Jesuits in Santa Ana, the in- 
evitable happened. while conversing with Jesuit Father 
Foradada, Bishop Aglipay heard the phrase, ‘Vicious 
nullities'. Father Foradada had used it in referring 
to Filipino priests and this imrediately incensed 
Bishop: Aglipay. By nature hot tempered, he jumped 
uron the Jesuit, grabbed him by the neck, and would 
have choked him to death had not Joaquin Luna, brother 
of General Luna, intervened. Rushed out of the con- 
vent, Bishop Aglipsy had no sooner reached the street 
than Ee up his mind about completely boltins 
Rome. 

Tts Nemo Now at leat the Filipino had their own Church, That 

“At was not the best thet could have been evolved 1s, of 
course, true. Yet, it does speak strongly for the Filipino people in 

the sense that it shows their extreme nationalistic feeling and their 

desire to rid themselves of all foreign control. In this sense it is 

a credit to the Philippines, for of all the countries which were at one 

time under the domination of Spain and consequently the Ronan Catholic 

Church, the Philippines is the only country in which-the nationals have 

come out boldly end taken a stand in opposition to the Roman Catholic 

Church. The new Church "has never taken the name Protestant. ‘Instead 

it calls itself the Independent Catholic Church. It remains true, hove 

ever, that to chant their modernistic faith before lighted altars « « « 

4s as mech e departure from the teachings of the Roran Church, as much 

e protest against then, as eny ever made in Christendom. For several 

  

71. Told by Bishop Fonacier, who had learned the details in his 

youth. Graphic, Philippine Newspaper, October 24, 1940.
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sound reasons it has declined to use the name Protestant, but the Holy, 

Catholic, Apostolic and Independent Church of the Philippines has al- 

ways been a protesting group, and was the first protesting group in the 

Telands.""" 

Original Intentions Isabelo de los Reyes said concerning the 
of Church Founders : 

policy of the new Church, "Let us form without 

vacillation our own congregation, a Filipino Church, conserving all 

that is good in the Roman Church and . . . the moral purity and sacred- 

ness of the doctrines of Christ." > The Independent Church was indeed 

a break from the Roman Church. However, it was a movement in oppo- 

sition to the government of the Church, the papacy, and especially, 

against the Spanish Friars, rather than against Roman Catholic doctrine. 

"Had Governor Taft been able to announce authoritively 
upon his return to the Islands that the Spanish Friars 
would be withdrawn, . . . it is probable that the 
schismatic movement would have been almost or quite 
smothered at the outseb . « . But Rome lost.the ad- 
vantage which she might have secured by a frank and 
definite withdrawal of the ministers who had re- 
mained beyond their period of usefulness."74 

Aglipay and In some respects Aglipay become Protestant in his 

eecelaa doctrine and practice. This is especially evident in 

his treatment of the question of Apostolic Succession. He permitted 

himself to be invested as bishop by..an ecclesiabtical council. At 

first he hesitated, wondering about the question of Apostolic succes=- 

sion, and contempiated going to England or the Continent for the pure 

  

12. Cornish, ONe eit., Pe 66. 

73. ibid. Pe 52. 

7he LeRoy, OD. Gites De 62.
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pose of being invested by un Episcopel bishop. He consulted with Mr. - 

Arthur Prautch, an American business man in Manile who was the earliest 

worker active in the Methodist Church. lr. Prautch insisted that there 

are but two orders in the New Testament, deacons and elders, and that 

the term bishop is but an honorary title and gives no man superior 

spiritual authority over another. Accordingly, it was not at all es- 

sential that Aglipay be invested according to Apostolic succession, and 

therefore he. adopted the viewpoint of most protestents on this matter.” 

Exactly how deeply he believed preutch's arooment is uncertain, for to 

strict Romanists he could cite his appointment as acting bishop during 

the war with Spain. At any rate,"he was consecrated Obispo Maximo, with 

great pomp end ceremony, by the Bishops of Manila, Cevite, Nueva Eciga, 

Abra, Visayan, Isabela and Pangasinan, on January 18, 1903. Greetings ; 

and messages of good will flowed in upon the new Church from many parts 

of the world." ”© 

Swift Success As soon ae Aglipay had been appointed Archbishop 
and Expansion ‘ . 

and had appointed fifteen Filipino Bishops the people 

of the Islands were thrilled to the extreme end were drawn into the 

moverent by the thousands. It swept like wild fire through the provinces, 

sometimes peacefully, sometimes dramatically exciting. On the first Sun- 

day in October, 1902 Aglipay held his first mass in ‘the new Church. "The 

new archbishop, in full regalia, celebrated mass in Tondo, Menile, in 

the open air, before several thousand people. The sensation produced 

  

75. Laubach, op. cit., p. 141 ff. 
76. Cornish, on. cite, pe 55. Here Dr. Cornish quotes the Rivera lis. 

which was loaned to him by the University of the Philippines. 

 



37 

was tremendous. Sympathizers multiplied."’” 

Riot at - A Filipino priest, Father Serrondo, at Pandacan, 
Pandacan Church, 
Hanila Menila, made some insulting remarks about Arch- 

bishop Aglipay, and excited the congregation to riots 

“When he came out of the church a mob of women assaulted 
him, tore his cassock to shreds, rolled him in the dirt, 
and so hustled him that he was glad to escape without a 
broken head. Members of the congregation sent for the 
new archbishop to come and say mass in Pandacan Church. 
He came and said mass before a vast crowd, while over 
two hundred irate women took-their bedding and cooking 
utensils and slept in the churchyard to prevent the 
regular priest from again entering the building. Other 
churches invited Aglipay to use their buildings, and 
the city was in a furore ."76 

4t once Roman Catholic ecclesiastics besieged Governor Taft, de=- 

manding Aglipay's ejection as a trespasser and a blasphemer. Governor 

Taft was on a spot. "He was in a shoal seas, with breakers on all 

sides. A mistaken decision and a civil wer was far from an impossi- 

bility. With perfect justice and consumate adroitness he issued a 

proclamation kmown in the Philippines as the Proclamation of Peaceable 

Possession. nt9 

Who Owned the When Catholic authorities demanded the restoration 
Churches? 

of their churches, the question naturally arose, as 

to who actually owed the church properties. The Filipino people had 

& legitimate claim to the property as Dr. Cornish points out: 
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"Every man in each community had amually been obliged 
to give. thirty days of work without pay. And as the 
tally on the thirty full days was alweys kept by the 
friar, it is alleged that many men gave far more than 
even the allotted time. The women also worked and 
without pay. Both men and women labored under the 
whip. Certain it is that these great churches were 
built by labor neither voluntary nor paid." 

Naturally the Filipino people felt that they had the right to take 

possession of their ow buildings, even though they had transferred 

their allegiance from Rome to the Independent Church. Therefore, it 

would have been disastrous for Governor Taft to command that the 

Independents return the buildings to the Roman priests. However, he 

had to make some rule in order to quiet the situation, and therefore 

he issued his proclamation of peaceful possession. It was a master 

stroke that satisfied the Filipino people for they could see the in- 

herent justice of this ruling. It amounted to this: whoever was in 

peaceable possession of a church would be considered by the courts to 

be the rightful owner, and the contrary must be proved in court. 

Under this ruling, the Pandacan Church mentioned in the quotation 

above was returned to the Roman Priest, for it had been seized by force. 

Even so, the women who had taken possession refused to return the keys 

to the priest, but did hand them over to Governor Taft with the re- 

mark that they would hand them to the Governor but not to the Friars. 

So Taft did the one thing that could have avoided serious trouble. 

That the Roman authorities would not be content with the "Peaceable 

Posseséion" ruling was evident, but until they could prove in court 

  

80. Cornish, Oe cit., De 56. 

G1, Laubach, on. cit., p. 143.
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that they actually owed the property, it remained in the possession of 

the Independents. . 

Rome's Blunder Now that the Independents were assured that they 

would be enabled to hold church property, they bent 

their energies toward inducing Filipino priests to come into the Inde- 

pendent Church with their congregations. The Filipino priests were 

rather hesitant to break so abruptly with Rome, but one day mome. made 

a blunder that accelerated matters. The Pope issued his Bull of the 

Philippine Church (Quae Mare sinico) at a time when Filipino priests 

did not know exactly whet they should do, - remain with Rome, - or join 

Aglipay. ome lost the advantage which she might have seoured by a 

frank and definite withdrawal of the Friars, for the Filipinos were 

convinced that the Vatican wes being controlled by the monastic orders. 

"When Mons. Guidi, the new apostolic delegate, arrived 
and published the Pope's bull of the Philippine Church 
in December 1902, the old political turmoil was re- 
vived with added fury, in consequence of the full free- 
dom of Filipino speech and press. It was plain from 
that document that, subsequent to the conferences of 
Governor Taft in Rome, the reactionary influences had 
been at work at the Vatican. In some of its passages, 
the bull was written almost as if in vindication of 
the Friars, - a political mistake, whatever one may say 
as to its historical accuracy = and it bespoke almost 
open contegpt for the Filipino clergy. Everything in 
it that might hint at the return of the friars to the 
parishes was promptly seized upon by the schismatics and 
by the other radicals who had not openly severed their 
connection with the Roman Catholic Church."82 

The issuing of the Bull at this very moment made the Independent 

’ Church for the first time an institution assured of success, whereas 

  

82. Le Toy Ope cite, p. 63.
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had Rome conceded thet the Friars had been at fault, and had she with- 

drawn them from the Islends, the Independent Church might have been 

killed with one blow. However, the Filipinos sew in the letter a clear 

intention on the part of the papacy to fasten the Friers upon them for- 

ever. It was condemned by every netive priest in the Islends.°° 

selipeyen The excitement now arose to ever greater heights than 

it had achieved at Aglipey's first mass. There was a 

landslide into the new church. "Whole provinces with every pueblo, 

every priest, every church with its attached convento or priest's house, 

went over to Aglipay solidly. In North Ilocos province but three 

churches and priests remained loyal to Rome. At least a million and 

a half people and church property worth hundreds of thousands of doll- 

ars came into the control of Aglipay as rapidly as he could pass from 

one town to another in a kind of triumphal procession. "©4 Aglipay and 

his bishop priests were practically swamped with new churches which 

wished to join the movement. "The movement was one of the people even 

more than one of the priests. In no case did a priest go into the new 

movement without the support of his congregation. In many instances 

parts of congregations broke away from the priest who refused to go 

with them."©9 Wherever a large part of the population of a town joined 

the new movement, and especially where the local authorities joined the 

new church the ieiepeeriente had possession of the old stone church 

structures. Hore than two hundred priests joined the aoremetit ha 
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