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Chapter One

Philippine Independent Church

The story of the Independent Filipino Church is actually the story
of cne man, Bishop Gregorio Aglipsy. It was this man who led the
Filipino masses in a break from Rome to get up a truly Filipino national
Church, a Church that a Filipino would be proud to olahn as his owmn, a
church organigzed end oonducﬁed altogether by Filipino people. Therefore,

it is necessary that we go into the life and background of this prominent
man, Gregorio Aglipay, that we might learn what prompted him to lead his
reople in a revolt against Rome.

His Farly Gregorio Aglipey y Labayen® wes born at Batac, a oity in
i Ilocos Norte, on May 9, 1860, His father was a farmer in
the province of Ilocos Norte, who made his living by ralsing tobacco.
Gregorio worked industriously as a boy, and at the age of sixteen he had
sn unforgetable experience of Spanish oppression. "He end his father
were thrown into prison because they had not set out the number of tobaceo

1. The name Lebeyen is the name of Aglipay's mother. It is Spanish
custom so to utilize both the name of the father and the mother for formal

purposes.
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plents demended by the government tobacco momopoly. That they had been
prevented by a drought made no difference to the authorities“.z Eventu=
ally both Gregorio and his faither were released from prison and Gregorio
then made hls way to Kanila, the capital of the Philippine Islands, and
there sought en education, largely working his way through college.
After graduating from the course in Arts and Sciences at the Dominican
College of San Jusn de Letran, he begen to study for the priesthood.
He matriculated in the Recollect Theological Seminary in Vigan and proved
himself an excellert gtident., He was unusually apt and faithful as a
student end was highly respected by the Spanish Friars. After finishing
his course he was ordained as a Catholic priest in Hanila in 1889.3
His Aglipey's edvancement was very rapid.. He held the
Prieathood

position of a seoular priest, for that was as-high in
rank es a Filipino cf:uld rise., It was the practice of the Spanish Friars
to hold back the Filipino priests wherever possible in order to enhancs
their owm giory and prestige and to prevent any native priest :trom_ be-
coning too populer. That Aglipay did enjoy the favor of the Friars as
much as he did is quite surprising. Later he was to receive the greatest
honors ever bestowed upon & Filipino by the Romen Cetholis Church.”

In the Revolt Although Aglipay took no active part in the early
of 1896
revolution of the Filipinos in 1896, he nevertheless had
& part in bringing peace to the nation. Soon after A-gu:lmldo had signed

2. Laubach, Frank, "The Pecple of the Philippines”, p. 121.

3. Fernandez,Leandro, "Brief History of the Philippines", p. 289.
4+ Laubach, m'ﬂo. Pe 121.




the pact of Bisc-na-bato,’ Aglipsy wes sent %o one of the insurgent
leaders nemed Mekalulos to persuade him to sign the pact. Aglipay suc-
ceeded, but soon he proved himself too liberal for the Friars of Tarlac
where he had been serving as priest, and only escaped arrest by fleeing
6
to Manila, where he was given refuge by the Canon of the Cathedral.
Fnvoy to the Because Aglipay had been successful as an envoyin the
Insurgents
early revolution, he was used once more by the Roran

Catholic authorities in order to further their ceause after America had

arrived on the scene, The Friars feared Americsn intervention, and
realized that ;f the insurgent Filipinos joined forces with the Amerlcans,
the Friars would scon be thrown out of the country and thus they would
lose all their power end mﬂuence over the church.7 Accordingly, the
Friars sent Aglipay to the insurgent camp, in hopes that he would be able
to persuade their leaders to unite with the Spanish forces against the
Americens. He was to promise the insurgents autonomy, independence, -
enything at all, if only they would remain faithful to the Spanish govern=
ment. Actually, Aglipey had little chance to succeed, for the Filipinos
had tired of Spanish promises and the trickery of the Friars. They be-
lieved that anything would be better than to remain under the domination
of the Friars. Aguinaldo, who reached the insurgents Just three days

5, Aguinaldo led the revolt of 1896 against the Spanish. The fighting
developed into a stelemats, and peace was made in the pact of Biac-na=bato,
in which the Spaniards promised many privileges to the revolutionists.

6. hmch’ OD. 9_1_2., p.l21.

7. The Filipinos rebelled against the Spanish government only in so far
es they upheld the Spanish Friers. For it was the Spanish Friars who
ruled the Filipino, dominated him in all walks of life, and kept him in
a state of feudalistic serfdom. The rebellion was aimed at the Church,
rather than the state, but since the Church practically was synonimous
with the state no partiocular distinction was attempted.



after Aglipay got there, persuaded them thet they should cooperste with
the Americens. However,; it almost sesmsd that Aglipay understood the
Americans better than did Aguinaldo, for the Filipinos soon felt that
America also was under the control of the Pope and favored the Spanish
Fr:lars.s

New Honors Both the insurgents and the Friars put forth strenu-

Given Aglipey

ous efforts to win Aglipay to their cause, but he re-

mained a friend to both sides, though they were bitter enemies of each

other. At this time, Bishop Hevia of the See of Nueva Segovia was &

captive in the hands of the insurgemts. In order to win Aglipey to the .
eide of the Friars, he appointed him ecclesiastical governor of his i .‘
diocese, thus Investing him with the prerogatives of a bishop. In

Noverber 1898 Aglipay went to lanila end was there received with open

arms by Archbishop Nosaleda, who told him the Philippines were sure to

become a Tepublic, and that Aglipay should then be a link between the

Tslands and the Vatican.” In the words of Aglipay himself he received

the following encouragement. "He (Nozaleda) gave me further directions

to organize the provinces of Bulacan, Pampanga, and Pangasinen . . « He

approved the transfer of the episcopate by Bishop Hevia to me, and I re-

10
turned cheerfully to the great task assigned me."

8. The insurgents had captured from eight to ten thousand Spaniards,
among whom were three hundred Friers. The Vatican appealed to the
President of the U.S.A. to seocure the release of these Friars, and the
President ordered General Otis who led the forces in the Philippines, to
request that the insurgents release these Friars. This led the Filipinos
to fear that America was under Friar control, which was exactly what the °
Spaniards wished them to believe.

9. Lauvbach, ODe. ﬁo’ prRES 129.

10. "The Independent", Oct. 29, 1903, Quoted in Laubach, p. 130.



Filitery At the seme time, the insurgents sought to win Aglipsy
s to their side, At the advice of the ounning labini, a
brilliant young Filipino revolutianist, Aguinaldo eppointed Aglipay the

"Firsgt liilitary Chaplain of the Insurgent Army." Later on October 28,
1898, he was appointed the Vicar-General of the whole archipehgo.u
Thils was a hint at a new Filipino Church establishment, which it was the
illusion of the Filipinos for a while that they could arrange with Rome.
"There are various little signs that they bargained at thet time with
the Roman Cathollc hierarchy at Manila, probably with some such end in
view as the fuller recognition of the Filipino clergy; and the arch-
bishop's palace was not above negotiating with them, though perbaps only
having in mind to secure in this way the release of the Fiiars who wers

being held priscners." >

Catholic _Suddenly the Catholics reversed their program of opposition
e - to the Americans. With the Treaty of Paris which was signed
on December 10, 1898, the Catholics won a diplomatic victory which caused
them to forsake Aglipay and.to turn to larger stakes. One clause of the
Treety, upon which Archbishop Chapelle of New Orleans insisted, was
that the United States should purchase the Islands from Spain, But the
title was not clear. "For article VII seys about church property (which
constituted one tenth of the improved property of the Philippines), 'The
« + o coBsion « o o cannot in any respect impair the property rights . . .
of « « « eoclesiastical . . . bodies'".’> A1l that this clause involved

11. Devins, John Bencroft, "An Observer in the Philippines”, p. 255.
12, LeRoy, James E,, "Phil%:lne Life in Town and Country", p. 59.
13. '.I'.-au‘bach, op. _0_1_30’ Pe .




was not at the time clear to the Americans nor to the Filipinos, but
the Catholics knew that they would thus never lose control of the
Philippines.

Aglipey Now that the Catholics no longer needed the aid
Excommunicated
of Aglipay, they proceeded to get rid of him.
After American forces arrived in great numbers, the Catholics wished to

disavow any connection with a man who was so friendly with the insurgents
and proceeded to get iid 9i' him. American Catholic officials encouraged
Archbishop Nosaleda (mentioned above) to hold an ecclesiastical tribunal
on April 29, 1899 and gave to Aglipay the major sentence of excurmunica-
tion. The action was glaringly unjust and éntirely :I.rreguhr.u The
crimes with which he wes charged were either foolish or imsubstantial,
such as: "Employing the title of Military Chaplain of the Revolutionary
Army, claiming plenary poners-to confer.with the Filipino clergy, ep~
pointing & provisional vicar-general for the dilocese during the absence
of the bishop (Hevia), and distributing two cireulars advising the

Filipino clergy no longer %o recognize the Spanish prelates. Aglipsy
15

was accordingly found guilty of usurpation of power."

Aglipgy's Unfortunately Aglipay was a Filipino and could hope
Retaliation
for nothing better at the hands of the Church., "He was
far away from the Pope. There were no means at his disposael with which

he could secure a removal of the illegal and unjust aentenee."16 How=

14. Stunts, Homer, "Philippines And the Far East", p. 468.
15, Laubach, op. cit., p. 131.
16. Stuntz, op. cit., p. 488.




ever, Aglipay did not accept this action without a fight. He appealed

to the Pope at Rome, and he also promptly exeroised his powers of a
Bishop, as they were bestowed upon him by Bishop Hevia end later con-
firmed by Archbishop Nosaleda, by excommunicating the Archbishop him-
self. He made the charge that the Archbishop systematically misrepre=
sented to the Vatican the real condition of the Islands, and that he
condoned the sins of the Friars. However, Aglipay hed 1little chance for
Justice, especially when the Pope sent as delegate to the Philippines
Archbishop Chapelle, who immediately sided with the Friars against
Aglipey,’ It is clear from all evidence then, that Aglipey was used

as a tool by the Catholic Friars. As Arthur J. Browne puts its "He was
gladly used by the Spanish autl}or:l.tha in efforts to arouse the Filipinos
against the Americans, until the vietory of the latter made it convenlent

[for bis former superiors to disavow lﬂ.m.":l"8
With the Actually Aglipay had little choice now that he had
Insurgents

been excommunicated. There was little that he could do.
He could not clear himgelf, and there was but one place he could go. He
joined the insurgents. However, he contimued quietly to perfornm the
duties of his offieclal church functions in the four provinces to which
the Romen Catholic Archbishop hed originally assigned him,? Gredually
the Filipinos begen to see that they had little chance against the
Americans, and the American officials succeeded in showing the Fillpinos
$hat they had only good in mind for the Philijpines. This led to the de-

17. Laubach, op.git., p. 131.
18, Browne, Arthur J., The New Ere in the Philippines, p. 67.

19. of.; p. 3.
#*RITELARF MEMURIAL LIBRARY
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sertion of thousands of the insurgents, end the morsle and hopes of the
inmgents waned considerably. It was at this time, that Aglipay really
came into prominence. He had a gift for inspiring the confidence of his
followers and soon secured command over their rapidly demoralising forces.
Council at "Aglipay convoked an ecclesiastical assembly at Tarlao,
o to vhich came delegates from several dioceses. On Octo-
ber 23, 1899 this assembly spproved Aglipay's appointment by Aguinaldo
to be the head of the Filipino Church. It declared its alleglance to
Rome and resolved to seek to induce the Pope to recognize the Filipino
clergy end appoint Filipino bishops."?’ This comcil fremed & provision-
8l constitution for a Philippine Ghureh.al At the moment it was psrt of
Aguinaldo's government, which at that time, however, was in a death
struggle with the American forees. One result of this council was that
Isabelo de los Reyes, a Filipino who had been active in writing against
Spanigh abuses in the Philippines, was chosen as a delegate to carry on
negotiations with the Pope. De los Reyes had been imprisoned in Spain
because of his revolutionistic tendencles, and was freed after the
Treaty of Paris was signed. Since he was still in Spain, he approached
the papal delegate to secure full recognition of the Filipino priesthood.
He said that he was suthorized to promise the release of the Spanish
Friars who were in the hands of the Inmsurgents, provided Rome would con=-
cede privileges to the ﬁ'ﬂip‘.lno clergy. The answer he received from the
pap-el delegate, Monsignor Nava de Pontife, is typicsl of the attitude of
the Church, snd sheds light on relations between Rome and the Philippines.

20. Laubach, OD. eit., pp. 133=135.
21. Cornish, Dr. Louis, "Philippines Calling", p. 52.




"The Nuncio's repiy, says Reyes, was 'that even should the Friars be
bebeaded, Rome would not appoint Filipino bishops.; and would rot even
appoint a special deputy to go to examine into the capecity of our
priests', ¥ise Rome had forgotten her eumning., From that hour de los
Reyes begen to urge a definite break 'with the po:i‘l::lﬂoni;.."22
Aglipay's By this time, the insurgent armies had been dis-

Part in the : :
Fighting solved and had resorted to guerilla fighting. It was
at this time that Aglipay rose to great heights. His ability to inspire

the best in his followers made him a succeasful leader. He ecarried on
active warfare, even after many others had given up all hope of victory.
"As the Filipino troops retreeted into the territory of the Ilocanos,
Aglipey stirred the people of his own tongue into active revolt. He
wielded the mysterious powers of the priesthood with amasing effective-
ness. The Ilocanos poured into the mountains to join 'bhe revolutionary
forces, armed only with bolos. Religion and patriotism became one. The
Ketipunan>> which had never before been introduced into the Tlocano
country, now became the bond with which men were tied by terrible oaths
to the cause of their country, every man having a tattoo of the triangle
and the sun braended on his breest. Aglipay began to make startling
 skirnishes, sonetines st the head of these half-srmed patriots. Even
efter the capitire of Aguinaldo, in March 1901, Aglipsy steyed with his
troops in the mountains, stayed with his people umtil their cause was

22, Laubach, gp. cit., p. 135.

23. The Kabipunan was the secret organigetion which orgenized the
resistance against Spain, and which led the Filipino people into the
struggle for independence. See chapter 3 regarding this organisation.

e na o aal S ok S Siatiae "
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hopelessly lost, end resistance was no longer heroism but mdness."zk

Agiipay It is difficult to ascertain exactly how much of a
Surrenders z
part Aglipay actuslly did play in the insurrection,

,8ince writers do not speak fully‘ on this subject, and they seem to dis-

agree. Homer Stunts, blshop of the Methodist Church, said that he led
25 The Report of the Fhilippine Commission
has this interesting note to say concerning his pert in the ﬁéhting:

troops only once or twice.

"During the insurrection he wes an erterprising partisan, and was charged
with meny cruelties and vlolations of the usages of civilized werfare,
so mich so, indeed, thet he fell under the ben of his own superiors; but

at the sare time he acquired great influence over the people of the nor-

26

thern pert of Luszon, of which he is a native."™ This, hovever, seems

an inacourate report, since we lmow that he joined the active fighting,
only after he had been excommunicated. Albert Sornichson, en American
soldier in the fighting in the Philippines, while captive in the hands
of the insurrectionists, encountered Aglipay, and says concerning him:

"Toward evening I heard volces in the office, and applying
my eye to the peephole, saw a black-robed priest in ex-
cited convergation with Acosta. I could not make out all
thet was said, but such disconnected words as 'Americano,
prisonero, escondido?! hidden, etc., reached my ears with
an ominous significance. Soon the priest left end I heard
no more, but Lazo, who joined me at supper gave an account
of how Padre Aglipay, the self-proclaimed Filipino bishop,
had accused the Governor of aiding me to escape. This hot=
headed sacerdote vas & well-known Insurgent leader, and wes
often seen on the firing line bty our men encouraging the
Insurgent soldiers by his presence," «

24, I.aubaoh, m.mo, P 1360
25, S‘blm'l'-!i, o9. mo, P 4980
26. Report of the Philippine Commission, Part 1, p. 19.

27. Sonnichson, Albert, "Ten Months & Captive Arong the Filipinos",
Pe 249,




At eny rate, Aglipay is acknowledged by all to have been a good
leader who geave our Americen forces considerable difficnlties. He
held the rank of Lisutenant Gemeral, and although a large reward was
offered for his capture by the United States Authorities, he was never
oaught.zs He remained in the fighting until shortly after the procla-
mation of April 4, 1899 » by the Schurmen commission, when he volun-

tarily surrendered himself end took the osth of allegiance to the United

-
E

States.29

28, comiﬂh, oD, 2!-1'!..' P 52
29, Blair and Roberteon, The Philippine Islands, Vol. XLV, p. 235.



Chapter Two

Conditions in the Romen Church

Church end  From the time of the Spenish conquest of ‘thaa Philippines,

s which sterted with Legaspl's colonising of the islands in
1565, The Romen Church was active there, As we study their history we
note with no surprise that it was the Roman Catholic Church which was
dominent in the Islands throughout the years until the Insurrection
ageinst the Americans. HNot only was the Roman Cetholic Church dominant
in the sense that it vas the only church in the Islands, but it domi-
neted every éhase of Phﬂipp:l.zis life; the life of the Filipino in his
home, in his town, and even in the govermnment, although in appearance
the Philippine Islands were under Spanish government.

Abuses of There seems to have been continuous strife between the

the Friars

Filipino end his Church. However, to be corrsct we must

say that this strife was no'i'. directed against the Church as such, but
egaingt the clergy which controlled it in the Islands., In the course
of yeers the various religlous orders of the Roman Church entered the
Islands, and both the secular and the reguler priests were involved in
the friction between the Filipinos snd the Church, The power of the’
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Frisrs increased continually, until finally in latar.yeu's, they could
control the Spenish government itself with impunity. Struggles between
the Friars and the governors of Spain who tried to retard the power-
grasping Friars, invariably led to the downfall of the governor. An
individuel had no chance against the powerfully organized regime of tho
Friare, In truth, the Friars were more ebsolute in their powers than
was the King of Spain himeelf, and there was nothing that e poor Filipino

C
could do about 1'!'..3

Apolonerio  Thet the Frisrs were despots and meant by fair means

o O or foul to hold unto their powers, 1s eclearly 1llustrated
in the case of Apolinario de la Crus in 1840. This man was a lasy brother
of the hospitel convent Sen Juan de Nios in lMenile, and conceived the
idea of organising en alter soclety of his own, called the "Cofradia de
Sen Jose"., This movement was such & success, and so many people joined
it, that it soon out into the revenue of the Friars. Becsuse of this,
Apolonario wes dencunced es plotting rebellion, At ‘one meeting of this
soclety in the town of Lukban, the masgses were attacked by the loqal
militie but the soldiers were driven off. Then soldiers were brought in
from Henila and on All Saints Day eight hundred members of the soclety,
ineluding old men and children, were killed. Brother Apolonario escaped,
. but was later captured, shot, and qunftared. His head was hung in a cage
at the entrance of the town of Lukban (his home town) so that Filipinos

might behold end heed the lesson.”® Such treatment as this at the hends

30. Laubach, ODe g_i_tu, Pe 9.
ﬂ. IvlﬂbﬂOh, g. .eltc’ p. 92.




of the Spanigh Friars could lead to mothing but open rebellion.

Hatred of Friars The Filipinos regarded the Friars as a politi-
Fot the Church
cal and social evil, and their mere presence in

the Iglands embittered the minds of the masses. There was hardly an
e;nlightened Filipino in the Islands who was not in favor of having the
Friars 'remmred.32 ' The fight sgainst the Friars was a fight in behalf
of "the Filipino clergy, and in that way formed another aspect of the
revolution in behalf of national 1ife."33 The Filipino clergy had de-
manded the ordination of more Filipino priests and the better education
of Filipinos destined for the priesthood. The hatred of the Friars did .
not meen hatred of the Roman Catholic Church. The Filipino priests were
still loyal to the Pontiff at Rome, and could see no other way for them
to follow. The Friars had become an enachronism, seeking to continus .a
despotism which hed long eince gome out of date.>* To the Filipino the
only possible solution to his problem was to get rid of the Friar, and
in order to do this, he found that the only wey was to openly rebel
apainst the Spanish government.

The Practice To the Filipino the Friars were everything that was

of the Friars

ghastly and enslaving. They seemed always to be

hissing forth thoughts and commands which were to poison the minds of
the Filipinos. The following is a fair example of their attempt to hold

the Filipinos in bondage:

32. Report of Philippine Commission, part 1, p. 399.
33. Le Roy, op. oit., p. 60.
34._I.au'baoh, ODe 2&-, p. 115,




"You must reject and condemn the Wasonic sect, so fre-
quently rejected and condemned by the Supreme Pontiff,

You must also reject and condemn liberty of worship,
liberty of the press, liberty of thought and the other
liberties of perdition, condemmed and rejected by the
Pontiff,

You must also reject end condemn liberelism and also
modern progress and civilization, as being false
progress and false civilisation. :

You must utterly abominete civil marriage and regard it
as pure concubinage.

You must also condemn end reject the interference of the
civil authorities in any ecclesiastical affairs, so much
in the vogue nowadays." 35

That the Filipino people remained loyel to the Church and the
Spanish government as long es they did, is a proof that they are a
peaceful people, not intent on revolution or insurrection. However,
the Catholic Church, through th.e Spanish Friars, forced the Filipinos
into open rebellion, which automatically led to the formation of an in-
dependent Church,

35. Iﬂuhc‘l, QDo E_&, Pe 133.

ST
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Chapter Three
The Katipunan

At this point it 1s necessary to devote 2 brief chapter to a dis-
cussion of an organiszation that also played a major role in the devol=
opment of the Independent Church Hovements. The Katipunan arose during
the letter years of the Spanish rule in the Philippines in opposition
to the government, for the purpose of bringing ebout needed reforms.
Thig wes not a religious body, but was & secret oath-bound society
which aimed at securing Teforms through violence, It was an agency
which typified the spirit of nationalism of the Filipino people, snd
1t embodled religious principles in its doctrines and prectice. The
Katipuran ray be considered es the first successful Filipino organiza-
tion to oppose the Roman Gathol.io Church (although its avowed purpose,
es stated, was to bring sbout political end soclal reforms). At once
the Katipunan replaced Romanism es the "religlon" of tens of thousands
cf Filipinos, and gave impetus to the Filipino splrit of mt:l.onsl:lm_
end avakened a desire for liberty in all things, and all this later
gave rise to so many of the independent church bodies.

Founder: .Andreﬁ The patriotic founder of the Katipunan society
Bonifacio
was Andres Bonifacio., He came from a poor family

16
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but succeeded in securing a good education in Catholic universities.
He read avidly and his favorite subject was the French Revolution, from
which he drew meny of his ideas of social reform, revolution, and the
principles which he later infused into the Katipunan,

Direct Action  Bonifecio had been an active participant in various

Necessary .
political efforts to secure reforms for the Filipinos,
He was once & member of La Solidaridad (which sought reform through
peaceful methods, Later he was & member of the Liga Filipine™ which
had the same purpose, When Dr. Jose Rizal, the man who led the efforts
for reform through peaceful methods, and who endeavorsd to keep the
Filipinos from viclence against the Spanish government, was seized by
the Sraniards and imprisoned, later to be executed, Bonifacio decided
that peaceful methods would never suceeed in bringing about the needed
reforms. Thereunpon he determined to organize a body which would be
more effective.

Organization Andres Bonifaclo and five friends formed what they

i called the "Kateeskataasang Kegalanggalang Ketlpunsn
Nang Mga Anak ng Baysn", or "The Higheet and Most Respectable Associat
tion of the Sons of the People." This soclety was popularly lmovm as
the Ketipoman.>! This smell secret society quickly expended into the
mnst powerful insurrectionary body in the Islands. It did not confine
itself to the rich only but included alsc the maases.38 Tt wes modeled

36. The Liga Filipina was formed by Dr. Risel and meintained a news-
peper which carried propeganda for reform.

37. I.anbach, ﬁ °1to-’ Pe 103, -

38. Both Spanieh and Roman Catholic officlals confined membership im
their prominent socleties to the rich and excluded the poor. Further-
more, neither the Liga Filipina nor La Solidaridad were movements of
the masses, since dues were required and only the wealthy and the well-
educated could join them.
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——

after Fesonry to & cartain extent, and the ﬁlnra mistakenly celled its
members Free ¥esons. According to the tcstimony of Jose Dizon (one of

the six origiral founders), the society made its beginning in & £lat on
Celle Tlaye, in the aefternoon of July 7, 1892, the same day on which the
decree of Rizsl's deportstion wos published.”’ Thet the Friars had suce

ceeded in deporting Ir. Rizel, the one man in the Philippines who en-
desvorad to keep pesco; incited the Filipino mosses and they flocked to
Join this new organizetion,

Juties of Early in the history of the soclety Honifacis forrulated
Fenvers

e.set of rules which was to be used as a primer for new
members. Thoee rules bring out the desirs for complete freedom and
woven within thm ere many religious e;.leuenta. The following rules are
taken verbotim from the work of Nicolas Zefra, essistent professor of
history at the University of the Philippiness
"Iaties of the Sons of the People

1, love God with g1l thy hesrt,

2. Always bear in mind that the true love of God is the love
of thy country, and that this love is elso trus love for
thr fellow-man.

3. Ingrave in thy hesrt that the height of honor and happi-
ness is to die in order to save one's country.

4. Celrmmess, constency, resson, and faith in all work and
getions crown every good desire with success.

. 5. Naintain the mendstes énd aims of the X,K.K. like thy
honor.

6. It is of the incurbancy of all to deliver and aid, at the
risk of their own lives and property, any one who runs
greet risk in the performsnce of his duties,

7. Let the acts of each in good government and the perfore °
mance of duties be such as to serve as an exemple to his
neighbor,

39. Zefra, Nicolas, Y.A., "Outlined Readings on Philippine History,"
Te 3%C.
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8. In so far es it is within thy power, share thy means with
every indigent or unfortunate person.

9. Diligence in the efforts to earn means of subsistence is
the genuine love for one self, one's spouse, son, danghter,
brother, sister, and compatriot. )

10, Believe in the punishment of every scoundrel and traitor :
and in the reward of every good act. Believe, likewise, -
that the aims of the K.K.K. are God given, and that de- 40
gires for thy country are therefore slso desires of God."

Doctrines That the Xatipunan was & soclety vhich had meny re-
ligious features is also shown by the doctrines written
in the official teachings of the Association. It is not surprising
that the common people should join this soclety end accept its teachings
or doctrines as a religion to supplant the Romem Catholic Ghu:_'eh which
they hed grown to hate, :
"Nga Aral (Doctrines) of the Katipunan

A life that is not dedicated to a high and noble purpose
is a tree without shadow, if not a poisonous herb.

Doing an act of kindness, with a view of one's owm personal
profit and not from a sincere desire to be kind, is not
chﬂrity.

A truly godly man is he who is chariteble end kind to his
neighbor, and whose thoughts, deeds and words are in accord
to Reason.

Vhether the skin be white or black, ell men are equal, One
mey surpass another in wisdom, wealth or beauty, but he can
not be superior to him in manhood.

To the man of bonor, his word is sacred.

Defend the oporessed and fight the opnressor.

The wise is cautious of spesech and knows how to keen secret.
things that must be held secret.

40, Zafm._gp._gﬁ_,, pe 391, (The paculiarities in speech and grammar
are exactly as found in Zgfra's translation.)



In the thorny path of 1life, the father is the guide of his
wife and children; if he goes the way that leads to evil,
to evil also will his childwen go.

Consider your wife not as a mere plaything, but as a part=
ner, - a companion in the hardships of life; be considerate
towards her weakness and think of the mother that cared for
you in your childhood.

What you would not want others do to your wife, daughter -
and ;:ster, do not do to the wife, daughter and sister of
another,

A man is great not because he is & king, or because his
nose is high or his skin white; not because he claims to be
God's representative, or because he holds high positions on
earth; & men is great and noble who, though born in the
forests and lmows no other langnage ther his own, is rodest
in his ways, possesses dignity and honor and fulfills his
promices; who neither oppresses nor aids the oppressors;
who knows how to love and defend his country.

When these teachings shall have been disseminated, and when
the Sun of Liberty, shining radiantly over this unhappy
Archipelago, will shed its beautiful reys over the united
sons of the same race -=- all brothers in the enjoyment of
eternal bliss, then the sacrifice of those who have gone be-
fore, as are the sufferings dnd tolls of the past, shall
have been amply rewarded."
Rite of To become a member of the Katipunan, the candidate
Membership
signed an oath in the name of God end his native land,
declaring that he would support the aims of the society, keep its secrets.
inplicitly obey its laws, and aid eny members who were in danger.4? The
last feature of the initiation ceremony was the "blood compact." It
consisted in the applicant!s writing his name in his omn blood which
wag drawn from an incision made on his arm.43
Complete As & secret organizetion the Katipunean was a success.

Secrecy
It was in existence for four years before the Spaniards

41, Zafra, op. cit. . 393=394. (See previous note.)
42, Ferm;d%:, Tv'nhé’g History of the Philippines", p. 244.

43. Ma’ Op. 2’_&.’ P. 395.
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learned anything definite about :I.t.u During the summer of 1896 there
were well=defined rumors concerning e gigantic plot to attack and over-
throw the Spanish governmemt. The Friars were almost insane with enxi-
ety over the uncertainty of the situation and constantly commnicated
with Spain seeking greater powers and permission to use sterner messures
egainst the Filipinos. One Friar wrote to Spain:
"The thought of what may happen to this beautiful
country at any moment terrifies us, for we do not
know to what point sectarian fanaticism mey go,
exploiting the suggestibility of this race with
their weak brains, by deeds that they are herald-
:l.'ng akipe:l 45
Spain did grant the Iriars a greater amount of power, and in order
to gain informetion the old methods of the inquisition were employed.
So violent was the persecution by the Friars in an effort to learn more
ebout the Katipunan that the members of the Sc;oiety sent & deputation
to Japan to present & petition to the likado, praying him to ammex the
Philippines. The HMikado, however, simply sent the petition, with its

five thousand signatures to the Spanish gowmmt.46

The Discovery  That the plans of the ir;at:l.pmmn were discovered was
not because the Spaniards suoceeded in searching out
the secret detalls of the proposed plot. Yet the story of the discovery
does indicate how completely the Spanish Friars had control over thelr
menbers. The following account of the discovery is here given in full
because it is the most acocurate and reliable report obtainable:

44. Fernandez, op. glt., p. 247.
45. Laubech, gp. oit., p. 105. :
46, Foreman, John, "The Philippine Islands,® p. 512.
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"An Indien (native Filipino) nsmed Patino, who was
typesetter in the Dilario de ¥anila, deeply grieved
by the ill treatment he received at the hands of his
fellow-members as the result of differences that
arose over the payment of fees which he refused to
vay, happened to mention this umpleasant incident
to a slster of his who was studying in the College
of Eandaloyon, In relating the incident, he men=
tioned the cause for which he was maltreated, ex-
plaining in detail the revolutionary plot that was
being organized. The sister, greatly alarmed, went
to see the Superior of the college and told what
she had learned from her brother. The two women,
panic=stricken, informed Friar Mariano Gil of the
secret and the latter advised them to send Patino
to hir in order to mnswer certain questions.

Patino, in effect, went to the convent of Tondo and
appeared before Friar Mariano. The latter had a
diffiocult tagk in wimning Petino's confidence who

tried, by evasive replies and manifestations of
ignorance, to conceal the truth., But in the end

Padre Mariano ohtained from Patino definite informa-
tion as to vhare the Ketipunan kept secret documents
vhich might reveel the secrets of the Ketipunen and the -
identity of its founders.

¥ith that information, Padre Gil, accompanied by
Patino, went to the offices of the Diario de Hanile,
at seven o'clock in the evening of August 20, 1896,
A1) the typesetters were etill at work in the office
and Padre Gil, braving thelir fury end antagonism,
went to where Petino said the pepers were kept end
gathered these up, thus securing the incont: rtible
proofs of the existence of the Katipunen,."

Plaens for Bonifacio and his fellow leaders had previously
¥Filipino Attack i
loft Manila, and on the 17th of August mede a def-

inite plan %o sttack the Spaniards on August 30th, begiming a gemerel
uprisingis® “Bovever, when Father G11 made the discovery of the Katipunen
on the 20th of August, Bonifaelo decided to begin hostilities et an
earlier date. Excltement in Menila was at & high pitch, The Friars,

47. Zafra, op. git., pPD. 400-401,
4_8. Fm’, -1+ 1] mo, Ps 248-
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led by Archbishop Nozaleda were in a frensy and demanded wholesale
errests and executions. Blanco remained calm, end endeavored to re=
strain violent measures against the Filipinos because of the small
number of his fighting men. However, on August 2lst he sent the follow-
ing telegram to the home Government in Spains

"Vast organisation seoret societies discovered, with

enti-national tendencles. Twenty=-two persons appre-

hended, including the Grent Orlent . . . « Special

Judge will be designated for greater activity in

proceedings. n49

Governor Blanco could not overihrow the Katipunan with -hia small

forces, and waited for reinforocements to arrive from Spain. The Friars
meanwhile cabled the Spanish crown protesting against Blanco's "inex-
plicable inasctivity" and requested that he be replaced by a stronger

50
Nelle

Outbreak  i‘any of the Katipunan members hesitated to make an open

e oo attack against the Spaniards since they had not yet ac-
quired sufficient firearms, but Bonifacio convinced them that they
should begin the revolution at once. The first attack was made at
Caloocan with but few guns and little ammunition. By nlght-ﬁll the
clty had been taken. The revolution was on. The Katipunan had besen

‘successful in uniting the people in open revolt against Spain.

First lajor The first real battle of.the revolution took place
Battle
August 30, 1896, at the village of San Juan del WMonte,
near Manila. It became a bloody battle with the revolutionists suffer-

49. lbid.
500 Ilauh°h, QDe m.’ Pe 106.
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ing a severe defeat. The day after the battle Emilio Aguinaldo, $411
then a school teacher, became the "George Washington" of the Philippine
Reyolution. The Filipinos were able to win meny engagements and were
gaining in strength and number, as long as Blenco remained the Governor
of the Philippines. The rdvglutim spread to additional provinces and
became & serious menace to the Spanish government. For the first time
the Fillpinos had succeeded in getting up a revolt thet had some chance
of success.

Rule of Governor On December 13, 1896, Camilo G. de Polavieja

Polavieja

became governor-general of the Philipp.’fnes. The

Friars hed succeeded in getting rid of Blanco who was too peaceful and
merciful to the Filipinos, and Governor Polavieja suited their purposes
exsetly,. His first action upon reaching the Philippines was the exe=
cution of Jose Risal.sj‘ This altogether wnjust a& had much to do with
further uniting the Filipino people in the revolt and in exciting even
the more distant provinces to open rebellion. After a few months of un=-

precedented terror, Polavieja was reealled.sz

Rule of Governor Primo de Rivera had previouely been governor
Primo de Rivera
- of the Philippines and returned as governor for
the second time. By this time Spain had tired of war, and the new
governor sought to make pemce. The Filipino leaders issued the follow-

ing proclamation setting forth their demandss:

51, Governor Blanco had previously exonerated Rizal and had granted
him permission to go to Cuba as a physician in the Spanish Army. Rizal
hed nothing at all to do with either the Katipunean or the rebellion but
was nevertheless seized on hls way to Spain,. :

52. Ccf. I‘uhﬂh’ _O.P. _c_!?., PePe 111=112,
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"], Expulsion of the friars.

2. Parliamentary representation, freedom of the press,
religious toleration, edministrative and economic
autonomy .

3. Equal pay and equal treatment for Spanish and
Insular civil officers.

4. Restoration of all frisr lends to their original
owners,

5. No more banishments. 53

6. Legal equality of ell classes,"

The object of the revolutionists at this time was not freedom from
Spain, but freedom from the oppression of foreign ecclesiastics, namely,
the Spanish Friars. One of the insurgent slogans was, "Long live Spain,
Death to the Friarsl "54

Pact of Pedro Alejandro Paterno acted as the agent of chernor

Blac-nabato

" Rlvera, and promlsed the revolutionists to fulfill their

demands. The Governor's terms sounded good to the Filipinos, and they
‘believed that the reforms would be carried out. However, little is
known of the agreement which was resched,.and Governor Rivera denied
that he had made any promises for reforms. Go;emr Rivera had promised
to pay $1,700,000 to the members of the Katipunan if they would make
peace, and so they supposed that he would agree to their demands. The
Pact of Blac-nebato wae signed and Aguinsldo and other leaders sailed
to Hongkong, since they had agreed to leave the ccuntry, and the Pact

money wag payable only in Hongkong.ss

53. Ibid.

54, Foreman, op. git., p. 528.

55, Dr, Laubach reports that the document (Biac-nabato Pact) now in
the war department in Washington shows that the clauses about reforms
were crossed out, but when and by whom is unknown. Laubach, op. git.,
Pe 113,
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Achievements The Katipunan had achieved at least a certein de-
gree of success. It had begun and csrried out a

revolution, which, if it did not bring the reforms desired, at least
hed made Spaln conscious of the injustices ard rising fesling of
nationalism in the Philippines. At the Pact < Biac-nabato there was
trickery, for the promised reforms were never carried out, The most
thet Rivers would do was to issue a scathing demuncietion of the Friars,
but he did not recommend their withdrewal, He tried to take a middle
peth and satisfy both the Katipunan and the Spenish Friars. Only a
part of the promised money was paid to the Katipunan, The Filipinos
kept the agreement until they saw that Spain would not keep her promises
and fresh revolts broke out in several perts of the Islands. The
Katipunsn had :I‘;iled in bringing ebout the desired reforms, but it did
nuc;eeed in uniting the Filipinos against oppression., Although the
gociety didl not hereafter function es an organisation, its spirit end
its principles heve remained with the Filipino people throughout the
years to this day, es is evident in a study of the religlous movements
in the Philippine Islands.




Chapter Four
Formation of the New Churech

Times were ripe for an independent church movem;!nt in the
Philippines. The Filipino people hed had enough of Foms end her
despotism, end looked eagerly foi someone to lead them to freasdon.
Awerica had freed them from the rule of dospotic Spain, and now men
erose who would also give them an indigenous Philippine Church.

Leaderss It wae Aglipay who was the outstending man in the

Agilpay i

Do los Reyes development of the Independent Church, but the man
l:!ho eotuelly got things st_arted towards establishing = Filipino Church
woe Isebelo de los Reyes, who 8s mentioned in earlier paragraphs, was -
the delegate of the Filipinos to the Roman Church in Spain. Hsre we
must say wore of this men and the conditions which molded his life.

Reyes’ . The circumstanceg and experiences whish brought De

Background

los Reyes into prominence took place in Spain. During

his first imprisomment by the Spanish government for issuing propaganda
for reforms in the Philippines h:ls_ ideas began to take shape. After -
hie releage from prison, he felt that his religious faith had been de-

stroyed. Then he fell in with radicals who introduced him to an anar-
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chist club where he found much radical literature to read and something
new or different on which to try to build hia hopes. The blowing up of
a building by an anarchist bomb resulted in his imprisonment again.
Here he was given & Kew Testement by the British end Foraign Bible
Soclety, and this he resd eagerly. Through it ke decided that it wzs
only ths Church of Rome which was at fault and not religion as such.
After he was again relessed from prison, he transleted t-he New ‘restamt
into Ilocano for the British and Foreign Bible Sociaw.

Aotive In the As his part in helping the Filipinos against the

Philippines -
Americans, Heyes published an anti-American periodi=

cal in Spain called "Filipinas ante Europa" .57 When all hope for the
Fllipino cause was lost, he gave this up, and returned to kis home
country. He arrived in Manila in July, 1901, and proceeded to organisze '

& labor movement in which he wished to try out some of his new theor:l.es.ss

Lgitation for an Izabelo De los Reyes wished &t once to set up
Tndependent Church
a Filipino Independent Church. He sought out

Aglipay end wished to make him the leader and head of this new organisza=-
tion. At first Aglipey was reluctant to join such a movement, since he
vas opposed to the ruling Friars, though still loyal to the Pope and
hoped that conditions would be smoothed out without making a complete
break with Rome. On the third of August, 1902, Reyes, as president of
the first labor congress ever held in the Islands, attended by two
thousand laborers and fishermen, proposed orgenising the Filipino Chureh,

56. Ibid., p. 136.
57. Devins, op. git., p. 256.
58. I-au'baoh, op. °i+l.| Pe 138.
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independent of Rome.59 This uniqn selected Aglipey as head of the new
Filipino Church, and it appointed several bishops. Howsver, Aglipey
vas not ready to make such a bold step. He vag too shrewd to be stem=-
peded into this new organization until he felt ressonably sure of its
success, Accord.:!.ngly, he declined the position offered him and on

August 20th he published a manifesto refusing to identify himself with

the Independent church.éo

Contact with  Later, howsver, in the same monthdf August, Aglipay
Protestants
consented to join with Isabelo de los Reyes and meet

with the protestant missionaries in the Islands. Bishop Stuntz, who
vag present at this conference, and who was the lsading Protestant
misgionary at the time, tells how Aglipay sought a private conference
with them %o outline his plans and to seek some form of co-operatlon or

union effort. Aglipay had previously denounced the Protestants as the

offgeouring of the earth, and yet he sought a confsrence with them.ﬂ

"The conference was held in the offlice of the American
Bible Society. Those present were the Rev. Jay C.
Goodrich, agent of the American Bible Society; the Rev.
James B. Rodgers, senior missionary of the Presbyterian
Gl‘l‘.ln‘ch; the Rev, J. L. Hohllghlill, and w’m’ of the
Kethodist Episcopal Church, and Senor Isabalo de los
Reyes, a Filipino gentlemen of good education, and en
inveterate fondness for agitation,

We spent several hours in hearing ths firsgt disclosure
of a plan to rend the Roman Church in the Philippines in
twain., Sef{’or Aglipay, with great clearness, set forth
the situation as he saw it., He pictured the

ha‘bregl of the friars as we had seen it. He pointed out

59. Gomish, +) ] _&o’ Pe 52,

" €0, I-aubaeh, ob. eit.; Do 138,

6l. Dr. Stunts cites this as en indication of Aglipay'a intellectual
hogpitality.




tha systemotic ill-treatmant of the native clargy
by the foreign friers, end the unrest which this
caused awong ths antire native commmity. He
showed us proofs of the passionate fervor of all
Filipinos for thelr Islands. Hs then told us that
he proposed to leed in the establishment of an
independent Catholic Ghurch in the Philippines,
and that he wished us to make common cause with
bimw. The first item on his progrerme was separs=-
tion from the Papacy and complete autonomy in the
Philippines. Hig next step was to declzre for and
stend 'for Catholic Doctrine in its purity.'! Other
details were of less importance.

lie pointed out to him the impossibility of any ate

tempt to unite with the movement which did not make

the Seriptures the rule and guide in doctrine and

1life, and urged him to study the situation more
carefully, and throw his strength into the Protestant
movement, Tf he could not do that, we all repre-

gented the certainty of fallure, if only a prograrme

of negation and protest were entered upon, and se-

cured a promise that he would cerefully consider the
question of the endorsement of the Word of God, 6@
marriage of the oleorgy, and the abolition of Mariolatry."

Hovever, this conference did not accomplish that which Reyes and
Aglipay had wished for. They had believed that the Protestants would
be eager to join with them in opposition to Rome. Dr. Cornigh, who
visited the Philippines in 1940, speaks in this menners

"The inflexibility end attitude of superiority of
the latter (the protestant missionaries) proved
to be insurmountable obstacles, « . « the Ameri-
cans claiming that the new church was too Roman -
in rituel, too rationalistic in theology, too
Spanish in ethics and too independista in politics.
To the Amsricen missionarigs the new church was
heretical on every count,"03
Indeed, the Protestant missionaries were on a spot. They might

have 1liked to have helped Aglipay and his new church, but they wers

62. Stuntz, op. e¢it.; p. 490,
63. Cornish, ov. glt., D. 55.



afraid that it would lead to trouble. It was common kmowledge that
Aglipay bad been an active participant in the rebellion, and that Reyes
was a radical who sought to introduce Socialism. They feared that it
would identify them with tho_movemen‘b and thus get them into trouble
with the American government as well as with the Roman Catholic Church.
Vhether or not they were right in so reasoning is hard to say. However,
it seems evident that much more could have been done. Had they not
been afrald of getting into difficulties with authorities, they could
have helped to steer the Independent Church into a reformation program
which might have developed into a pound Gospel church., Dr. Laubach,

who has been a missionary in the Philippines since the early years
efter the Insurrection, gives the opinion that "some young Joshua may
rise up to take the place of de los Rsyes and lead that Church into

the promised land, - unless it should somehow merge into the larger
Filipino Christisn Church which it is to 'be.a' It must be true that the
Protestants could have ylelded a much greater influence than they did,
had they had the courage to come into the open and made a bolder attempt

to guide the Aglipeyan movement into .a proper direc'bion.65

Further Efforts De loa Reyes was not discouraged in his attempt

o g to get both Aglipay and the Protestants to support
the movement. He continued to work towards setting up an indepemdent
church, and "as Preside'ni; of the Supreme Executive Committee he arranged

64. Laubach, gp. git., p. 138.
65. The protestant missionaries in Manila did have some influence up-
on Aglipay and his later movement for which we must give them credit.

This will be brought out in later paragraphs.
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that twelve Filipino priests should invest Pedro Brillsmtes with the
office of Bishop of Ilocos Norte, with the utmost pomp and solemmity."
Now a decisive step had been taken, and it gave the Filipino people
something to oling to. When they saw that one of their own pecpls, a
native Filipino priest, wes elected Bishop of e large province, it
eroused their enthusissm and their desire for an lltogethdr national
Church. Meanwhile, Aglipey still waited, hoping that he would receive
pardon from Rome, end that the Pope would grant the Filipinos the right
to govern their own church, '

66

Friar Lands and  Since there could never be peace in the Philippines
Friar Control
a8 long as the lands were owned by the Friars, nor

as long as the Friars remained in their churches, Governor Taft, es
authorised by President MoKinley, went to Rome to confer with the Pope
on these two matters. i‘he purchase of the !‘:r.'!.a.r lands was agreed upon
with the Pope and the price paid to Rome was $£7,239,784.66. This was
a great relief to the American officials who felt that it would do much
to quiet the aitua'l;ion in the Islands. However, the greater problem
was their removal of the Friars, and this the Pope refused to do since
he did not.wish to become involved in a dispute with Spain. The best
that Teft could accomplish was a promise that the Friars would gradu-
ally be withdramn and that clergy from other countries would be Intro-

duced.67

ﬁiﬁ 8 When Taft returned with the news of his negotiations,
Aglipay realized that it was foolish to hope any longer

t

66, Lﬁubach, op. git., p. 140.
67. Cf. Ibid,
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for good to come from Rome. ﬁe sav clearly that the Pope had no in-
tention of rocognizing the Filipino clergy, and to replace the Friars
with clergy from other countries wes exactly what the Filipinos did not

: want. They wanted ecclesiastical independence for their own Filipino
priests and nothing less than that. And it wes at this time that Aglipay
took the declsive step and made & definite and formal break with Fome,

In October, 1902, a convention of the priests and laymen who had con-
sented to join the movement was held, and "with their aid (Aglipey)
framed and adopted a constitution for the new movement, nemed it the

Tndependent Catholic Church of the Philippinest® and was, by the votes

of these sympathigzers, elected a:l'ch'b:l.shnp.“69 Dr. Cornish, who is
perhaps the most reliable writer on this matter recounts a few details
that are worth specisl notice. "Heyes mominated Fether Gregorio Aglipey
88 Oblspo Maximo, He was enthusiastically elected, end the new National
Church entered its vigorous life. It was named Ssnta Iglesia Catholica
Apostolica Filipina Independiente. At this same meeting Governor Taft
(a Unitarian) was aaléed to become vice president of the Church and he
acceptod.“lm i

How Aglipay The Present Archblshop of the Independent Church,

wag influenced

Santiago Fonacler, gives an interesting account of

how Aglipsy suddenly decided to break from Rome:

€8. George Malcolm, who held the position as Supreme Court Justice in

" the Islands, gives the Spanish name, "La Iglesia Filipina Independiente

de las Islas Filipinas." "The Comwonwealth of the Philippines,® p. 309.
&l stm’, en. -0.1-2-’ p- 491.

: 70, Cornish, gp. cit., p. 52. Later on Governor Teft was made the
honorary president of the Church. That Taft accepted the position of
vice president should, it sesms, have encouraged the Protestant mission-

aries to be a little more bold in aiding the Aglipayan movement.
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"Don Isabelo de los Reyes had orgenized & labor union end,
feeling himeelf supported well enough by the masses,
proclaimed the secession in a meeting in Guiaspo held
ebout the eerly part of Aupust, 1902, S5till Bishop
Aglipasy did not like the idea of separation from Rome.
But soon after, when for some five days he (Aglipey)
was the guest of the Jesuits in Santa Ana, the in-
evitable happened, While conversing with Jesuit Father
Foradade, Bilshop Aglipay heard thc phruse, 'Vicious
nullities'. Father Foradada hed used it in referring
to Filipino priests and this irmediately incensed
Bishop Aglipey. By nature hot tempered, he jumped
uron the Jesuit, grabbed him by the neck, and would
have choked him to death had not Joaquin Luna, brother
of General Luna, intervened. Fushed out of the con-
vent, Bishop Aglipay had no soomer reached the .street
than 231“ up his mind ebout completely bolting
Rome,

Its Neme  Now at last the Filipino hed their own Church, That
.it was not the best thet could have been evolved is, of
course, true, Yet, it does speak strongly for the Filipino people in
the sense that it shows their extreme nationalistic feeling and their
desire to rid themselves of a&ll foreign control. In this semse it is
a credit to the Philippines, for of all the countries whieh were at one
time under the domination of Spein end oonsequently the Roman Catholic
Church, the Philippines is the only couniry in which the nationals have
come out boldly end teken a stend in opposition to the Roman Catholic
Church. The new Church "has never taken the name Protestant. Instead
it ealls itself the Independent Catholic Church. It remains true, how=
ever, that to chent their modernistic faith before lighted altars « « .
is es much a departure from the teachings of the Roman Church, as much
a protest against them, as eny ever made in Christendom. For several

71. Told by Bishop Fonsolier, who had learned the details in his
youth, Qraphic, Philippine Newspaper, October 24, 19%C.
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sound reasons it has declined to use the name Protestant, but the Holy,
Catholic, Apostolic and Independent Church of the Philippines bas al-

ways been a protesting group, and was the first protesting group in the
Isﬁnﬂ.“m

Original Intentions Isabelo de los Reyes sald concerning the
of Church Founders :
poliey of the new Church, "Let us form without

vacillation our own congregation, a Filipino Church, conserving all
that is good in the Roman Church end . . . the moral purity and sacred-
ness of the doctrines of (:lu-:la'l'.."v3 The Independent Church was indeed
e bresk from the Roman Church., However, it was a movement in oppo-
sition to the government of the Church, the papacy, and especially,
againat the Spanish Friars, rather than against Roman Catholic doctrine.

"Had Governor Taft been able to announce authoritively

upon his return to the Islands that the Spanish Friars

would be withdrawn, . . « it is probeble that the

schismatic movement would have been almost or quite

smothered at the outseb . « . But Rome lost. the ad-

ventage which ghe might have secured by a frank and

definite withdrawal of the ministers who had re-
mained beyond their period of usefulness."74

Aglipay and In some respects Aglipay b.eoame Protestant in his

gll:z::::iign doctrine and practice. This' is especially evident in
his treatment of the question of Apostolic Succeseion. He permitted
himself to be invested as bishop by.an ecelesiastical couneil, At
first he hesitated, wondering about the question of Apostolic succes=

sion, and contempiated going to England or the Continent for the pur-

T2, GOI'Bj.Sh. ODe ﬁo, Pe 66.
73. Lid., Pe 52- .
74. LeRoy, op. glt.; p. 62.
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pose of being invested by an Episcopsl bishop. He consulted with ¥r, -
Arthur Prautch, an American business man in lManile who was t!lle earliest
worker active in the Methodist Church. Mr. Prautch insisted that there
_are but two orders in the New Testament, deacons and elders, and that
the term bighop is but en honorary title and gives no man superior
spiritual authority over another. Accordingly, it was not at all es-
sential that Aglipey be invested according to Apostolic suscession, and
thersfors he.adopted tha vlewpolnt of most protestantalon tiis matter.!
Exactly how deeply he believed Pmute-h's ;lrgment is uncertain, for to
gtriot Romanists he could eite his al;pointuent as .aoting bishop during
the war with Spain. At any rate,"he was eonseox.'ated IOb:l.spo ¥aximo, with
great pomp and ceremony, by the Blishops of Manila, Cevite, Nueva Eciga,
Abra, Visayan, Isabela and Pangesinan, on January 18, 19€3. Greetings :
and messages of good will flowed in upon the new Church from many parts

of the \m:.'fl.cl."?6

Swift Success Ag soon as Aglipay had been appointed Archbishop
and Expansion : .
end had appointed fifteen Filipino Bishops the people

of the Islands were thrilled to the extreme and were drewn into the
moverent by the thousands. It swept like wild fire through the provinces,
sometimes peacefully, sometimes dramatically exoiting. On the first Sun-
day in October, 1902 Aglipay held his first msss in the new Church. "The
new archbishop, in full regalis, celebrated mass in Tondo, Manila, in
the ‘open air, before several thousand people. The sensation produced

75. Lﬂubﬂcn, ODe t-’ Pe 141 £f.
76, Cornish, gn. git., p. 55. Here Dr. Cornish quotes the Rivera KS.
which was loaned to him by the University of the Philippines.
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was tremendous. Sympathizers mult:l.pl:led."w

Riot at - A Filipino priest, Father Serrondo, at Pandacan,
Pandacan Churech,

Hanila Menila, made some insulting remarks about Arch-
bishop Aglipay, and excited the congregation to riot:

"When he came out of the church a mob of women assaulted
him, tore his cassock to shreds, rolled him in the dirt,
and so hustled him that he was glad to escape without e
broken head. lMembers of the congregation sent for the
new archbishop to come and say mass in Pendacan Church,
He came and seld mass before & vast crowd, while over
two hundred irate women took'their bedding and coocking
utensils and slept in the churchyard to prevemt the
regular priest from again entering the building. Other

churches invited Aglipay to use thelr bulldings, and
the oity was in a furore."

&t once Roman Catholic ecclesiestics besieged Governor Taft, de-
manding Aglipay's ejection as a trespasser and a blasphemer. Governor
Taft was on & spot. "He was in a shoal seas, with breakers on all
sldes. A mistaken decislion and a c¢ivil war was far from an impossi-
bility. With perfect justice and consumate adrolitness he issued a
proclamation known in the Philippines as the Proclamation of Peaceable

Posessi.on.“"9

Who Owned the  When Catholis suthorities demanded the restoretion

bl of their churches, the question naturally arose, as
to who actually owned the church properties. The Filipino people had
a legitimate claim to the property as Dr. Cornish points out:

T S'l'-lmti, oP. ﬁ.’ Pe 491- . /
78. Ibid.

9. m-, Pe 492,




"Every man in each community had ammually been obliged

to give. thirty days of work without pay. And as the

tally on the thirty full days was always kept by the

friar, it 1s alleged that many men gave far more than

even the allotted time. The women also worked and

without pay. Both men and women labored under the

whip. Certain it is that these great churches were

built by labor neither voluntary nor paid."
Naturally the Fllipino people felt that they had the right to take
possession of their own buildings, even though they had transferred
their alleglance from Rome to the Independent Church. Therefore, it
would have been disastrous for Governor Taft to command that the
Independents return the buildings to the Roman priests. However, he
had to make some rule in order to qulet the situation, and therefore
he issued his proclamation of peaceful possession. It was a master
stroke that satisfied the Filipino people for they cof:ld see the in-
herent justice of this ruling. It amounted to this: Whoever was in
peaceeble possession of a church would be considered by the courts to
be the rightful owner, and the contrary must be proved in court.
Under this ruling, the Pandacan Church mentioned in the quotation
above was returned to the Romen Priest, for it had been selzed by force.
Even so, the women who had teken possession refused to retwrn the keys
to ‘the priest, but did hand them over to Governor Taft with the re-
park that they would hend them to the Governor but not to the Friars.>®
So Taft did the one thing ti:at ocould have avoided serious troubls.
That the Roman authorities would not be content with the "Peaceable

Possesdion" ruling was evident, but until they could prove in court

80. Cornish, op. git., p. 56.
8l. Laubach, on. git., p. 143.
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that they actually owned the property, it remeined in the possession of
the Independents.

Rome's Blunder Now that the Independents were assured that they
would be enabled to hold church property, they bent

their energles toward inducing Filipino priests to come into the Inde=-
pendent Church with their congregations. The Filipino priests were
rather hesitant to break so abruptly with Rome, but one day Rome. made
a blunder that gecelerated matters. The Pope issued ‘his Bull of the
Philippine Church (Quae Mare sinico) at a time when Filipino priests
did not know exactly whet they should do, - remain with Rome, - or join
Aglipay. Rome lost the advantage which she might have secured by a
frank and definite withdrawal of the Friars, for the Filipinos were
convinced that the Vatican was being controlled by the monastic orders.

"When Hons. Guidi, the new apostolic delegate, arrived
end published the Pope's bull of the Philippine Church
in December 1902, the old political turmoil was re=-
vived with added fury, in consequence of the full free-
dom of Filipino speech and press. It was plain from
that document that, subsequent to the conferences of
Governor Taft in Rome, the reactionary influences had
been at work at the Vatican. In some of its passages,
the bull was written almost as if in vindication of
the Friars, - a political mistake, whatever one may say
as to its historical accuracy = and it bespoke almost
open contegpt for the Filipino clergy. Everything in
it that might hint at the return of the friars to the
parishes was promptly seized upon by the schismatics and
by the other radicals who had not openly severed their
cornection with the Romsn Catholic Church,"82

The issuing of the Bull at this very moment made the Independent
" Church for the first time an institution assured of success, whereas

82, Le oy, gp. gite, P- 63.
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had Rome conceded thet the Friars had been at fault, and had she with-
drawn them from the Islands, the Independent Church might have been
killed with one blow. However, the Filipinos saw in the letter e clear
intention on the part of the papacy to fasten the Friars upon them for=
ever, It was condemned by every netive priest in the Islands.83
ﬁm The excltement now arose to ever greater heights than
it had ach:l.e_ved at Aglipay's first mass. There was a
landslide into the new church. "Whole provinces with every pueblo,
every prlest, every church with its attached convento or priest's house,
went over to Aglipay solidly. In North Ilocos province but three
churches and priests remained loyal to Rome. At least a million and
a half people and church property worth hundreds of thousands of doll-
ers came into the control of Aglipay as rapidly as he could pass from
one town to another in a kind of triumphal proceas:l.on."Sl' Aglipsy and
his bishop priests were practically swamped with new churches which
wished to join the movement. "The movement was one of the people even
more than one of the priests. -In no case did a priest go into the new
movement without the support of his congregation. In many instances
parts of congregations broke awaey from the priest who refused to go
with them.“85 Wherever a large part of the population of a town joined
the new movement, and especially where the local authorities joined the
new church the Independents had possession of the old stone church

structures, lore thzn two hundred priests joined the mvemt.86

83. Ilauheh, ODe g!-_t_g_, P. 143.
8. Stunts, op. cit., p. 493.
85. IlaubECh| ob. 2&-, P. k.
86. Blair and Robertson, The Philippine Islandg,Vol. XLV, p. 256.



Generally, 1t might he sald thst the movement spread throughout the
Christianized portions of the archipelago and although there were some
provinces in vhich it made but little progrese, there are others, not-
ably the regions surrounding Manila, Aglipay's home in Ilocos Norte,
and portions of the Bisayen Islands, where it claims more than half the
population.’’

Concerning The chargs has been made that the lsaders, as well
its Leaders
as the great mejority of its followers, wers of the

lower class of people and among the radicals who were opposed to Spain,
the Church, and even the United States. But, LeRoy points out that
"the proﬁotors of the movement must be given credit for keeplng gener-
ally within legal methods of conducting their propagande; and though not
aseribing undue importance to thelr waving the American flag over the
new altars they dedlcate,. . . they recognisze that the prineiples of
religlous freedom resting securely under American sovereignty have alone
made it possible for them to organise and conduct a movement of the
sort in which they are now the men of prominence among their paople."ss
It is true that there were some, as is always the case, who attached
themselves to the movement only because they wanted to get something out
of it. Yet, this movement brought to the Filipinos an indigent church

and gave them religious freedom as well and therefore it was welcomed.

87. Leﬂﬂy, oDb. ﬂ_t-., P 65-
%l IbE.’ p. 66.



Chepter Five

Jts Spread and Development

Reasons for Patrlotism rather than religion is the reason for
Rapld Spread
ite rapid spread and 1ts basis or expsctations with

many is political, The fear that the Friars would again return to seize
control of the churches drove the mejority into the ranks of the Inde-
pendent Church, Dr, Stuntz says:

"The strength of the Aglipey movement lies in its appeal
to & growing feeling of nationalism, its recognition of
tle Tord of God, itspartial satisfaction of the large
class whose hands have long walted for an available club
with which to smite the friare, end to ite easy progream
of religious reformation., It is & Filipino movement.

T4 throws off the yoke of the Pope, and cuts all other
ties of & foreign character. Its entire ministry . . .
is Filipino, It 1s altogether of the soil, and there-
fore he who doeg not support it is not a good Filipineo.
He does not love his Fatherland unless he joins the
Independent Filipino Catholic Church, This form of
pressure is very effective. It brings thousands into
the renks of 'Aglipayenos! who have precious little con-
cern about merely religious matters. They habitually
stand up for enything that exalis the Philippines, hence
they put down their names and accept places on the com-
mittees which Aglipay leaves in charge of his interests
in every plece where a Church is established." 89

"Tte ecsy progrem of religious reformation attracts
thousands. It promises a better order of things, but

89. Stuntz, gp. git., p. 490.
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rokes no epiritual or roral demonds. Priests may come
into the movement, end keep their mistresses and con-
tinue thelr gambling. Agliper himself has never heen
accused of immorality or gambling, but he sets up no
stendard of purity in his priesthood or among his
people. The cockplt, games of cards and dice, the bingo
hebit and all other national vices come into the new
Church without direct rebuke. This, its real weakness,
gives 1t apparent stremgth. Because of this it is em=
abled to count its members by the million within less
than two years from its birth."9C y

Beglides these features, which were inherent in the set up of the
Aglipayan Church, there was another factor which helped to put the
Independent Church on its feet. This was the foolish attempte of the
Romen Catholics to take back by force some of their properties. It is
but natural that such attempts would but stremgthen the Filipinos in
their determination to rid themselves completely of the Roman Church
and its despotic principles. Dr. Stuntz cites some instances of such
high=handed pmt;ed\u'el

"Bishop Rooker (an American Bishop) had been less then a
week In his diocese in Iloilo before he deliberately
Yook possession of a former Romlish Church, now for near-
17 a year 'in peaceeble possession' of Aglipayenos, vwhen
he chenced to find 1t open and empty between services.
He sent for the presidente, or mayor, end demanded the
keys. The presidente properly disclaimed any authority
in the ocase, and declined to act. Bishop FRooker then
sent for locks and locked all doors and carried off the
Yeys. It was &n open violation of the Teft Proclamation.
and he was called to account."91

"In Northern Luzon Bishop Dougherty tried the same high-
handed methods, going to church after church, placing
his hands upon the door-sill, and saying in Latin, 'In
the name of the Pope of Rome I take possession of this
church,! Several times he was assaulted by the custo-
dians of the buildings, and was forced to travel under
a heavy escort of constabulary on his return to his
headquarters in Vigan. n92

90' Ml, p. 492'
91- Ibido, p. 495.

920 M., p. 4960



44

However, in epite of the eriticisms raised againgt the Aglipsyan
progran, :l.'l.'. is evident that the major factor which prompted the Filipinos
to revolt against Rome and establish their own Filipino churck, was
their intense feeling of netionslism end desire to heve everything el-
together Filipino, They resented forp:lgn interference of any kind,
vwhether in church or government, whether of Rome or Spain, or France,
or oven the United Stetes. They wanted independence in every respect
&nd tha rapid growth of the Aglipayan Church demonstrates this clearly.

Catholic One can well imagine how Rome must have fumed against

Gk the Aglipsysne. It was a movement which ocut the church
in helf end threzstened to force meny Cathollc priests intoc starvation.
"Occésionally quarrels arose between the Aglipaysn mmicipal president
end the Muropeen parish priests. In fact I wes told by the sscretary
of the Covernor-General that he roceived more complaints from the Homen
Catholics against tho Aglipayans than from the protestents (iglipeyans)
egrinst the Catholics.“93 At times the Catholics were successful in
securing legal interference, as for example when "rules were promulgated
which requircd a spacinl permit from the towm president before religious
processions or religious meetings could be held in public streets or
squeres."® Netarelly these rules applied to the fomsn Catholics as
well as to the Aglipeyens, but these methods wsre Intended mainly to
hinder the Aglipayans. Colonel John L. White, who woe an officer of the
Congtebulary in the Philippinus, reveals interesting deteils in his book:

93, Rodgers, J.B., Forty Years in the Philippines, p. 195.
S4. ;_b_ﬂéo, Pe 195. .
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"Another factor making for wmrest was the Agli

schism. Bishop Aglipay visited the province Ellegroa'}
and subsequently there was good reason to belleve that
the 'Rational Church of the Philippine Islands' as the
gchiem took 1ts neme, was closely if intangibly leagued
with the insurgent chiefs remaining as outlaws and with
all the forces that opposed the American Government.

I remembered handing out secret-service funds to
'Bishop' Aglipay while I was a disbursing officer in
Nenila, So I knew that he was playing both ends a-
gaingt the middle snd was a man to be watched. How-
ever, in Negros his propaganda was chiefly directed
apaingt the Spanish frisrs who had now returned to some
of the towns from which they had been expelled during
the insurrection. In this way the towns were divided
into two religious camps and soon came calls for the
constebulary, either to save priests from ingult and
the windows of their convent from stones, or to quell
riots which started when rivel religious processions
met in a narrow village street. The majority of the
municipal officiels at that time favored the Aglipayan
schism g:sid weleomed the opportunity to give the friars
a dig."

Need for Kore So repld was the growth of this new Church that
i priests could not be supplied fast enough to taeke
care of the new congregations which joined the movement. It could have

grown even more rapidly hsd there been emough priests available. Ten
seminaries were opened in order to rush young men through enough train=-
:I.ng—:l.n ritual. to act as makeshift priests. It was impossible at the
time to give these men the real training necessary to meke them good
priests, end the urgent need of priests prompted the action of rushing
them through a brief course in ritual end practice. The young priests
were ordeined with "somewhet startling esse and carelessness in the new

0
seminaries which the new church opened."’6

95. White, John R., Bullets snd Bolos, p. 163.
96, Bleir and Robertson, op. git., p. 236.
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Tho present Archbighop of the Independent Church (since 1940) re=-
lated hls account of the ordsining of new priests in the early days; the
Craphic Newspaper gives the following:

"At that time we wore in greet need of priests. What
Bishop Aglipey did wes to get out all of the students
in the seminary at Vigan and, along with deacons and
sub=deacons under the old regime, take them to Alcala,
Cegeyen, vhere the Romen Catholic Pishop of Nueva
Segovie, Fr. Jose Hovia Campomanes, hed been held
prigoner by the rovolutionary forces. There Bishop
Campomenes ordained all the students, deacons and
sub-deacons, except one, who in his estimation, did
not qualify, This fact should give the lie to the
claim thet the Catholic Bishop was forced to ordain
Filipino priests. He did the ordaining quite will-
ingly, even appointed Bishop Aglipay, then a mere co-
adjutor or asslstant to the Spanish parish priest, as
ecclesiasticel governor of the diocese of Vigan."§7

Had it been possible to install priests who possessed high qualifi-
cations and a gocd general education, and even more important, priests
who had-a fine doctrinal and Biblical background, it is likely that the
Aglipayan Church would have had a success comperable with that in Germany
under Luther. A Roman dignitary spoke harshly, and perhaps without too
much axeggeration when he said: "that outside of the four regular priests
of the diocese of lenila who went over to the ranks of the new church,
all the other priests were a helter-skelter collection of stable boys,
house servants, and others of low rank, taught to go through the form of
saying mass and then oonaeerated.“gs Since the priests of the Independent
Church were of such caliber, it 1s only natural that they had no concrete
mesgage to give their people, but could only read mass, or preach against
the Friars and the Roman Catholic Church in general. They had no positive

97. Graphie, Philippine Newspaper, October 24, 1940.
98, Willls, The Fhilippine Tslands, quoted in Laubach, op. oit., pe 1A
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message of salvation to bring to their people. Consequently the people
of the new movement were drifting and no one could tell into what belief
or unbelief they would soon be led.

Protestant  We mst implore the fact that the Protestants were mot

Influence: ] :

the Bible! able to imbue the Independent Church with sound B:lbl:l.gd
dootrine, but still it is true .'bmt the Protestants did have a great in-
fluence upon the form of the Aglipeyan Church in its early days. Some
writers make the sweepﬁg statement that "Protestant missions yleld in-
» Originally the Independent Church
planned orly to break from pepal authority, not Roman doctrine. However,
Protestant influence carried them further than they were willing to ad-
‘mit. The most important trace of protestantism we can find is the stress

fluence seen on every hand."

which Aglipay and his followers placed upon the Bible, end its dissemina-
tion emong the masses.iOC Nr. Arthur W. Preutch who was eppointed by the
Amoricsn Bible Soclety es ecolporteur to the new Church, had a great deal

of influence in leading the church to teach that the Scriptures are the

101

only rule of faith. Mr. Prautch eccompanied the Aglipayan Bishop

Remon Farolen on several trips of church visitation through the country,
and wrote enthusiestically of his work of selling Bibles to the new
church:

"T saw this bishép, in confirming hundreds of candidates,
hand each one a copy of our Cogpel instead of the usual
candle, thus putting his approval and endorsement on our
Seriptures! . . . Ve were together fifty-one days and

nights, I frequently heard the Bishop explain my presence
by steting that we were'eseeking to bring the Catholic

99. Blair and Robertson, op. cit., p. 237.

100. LeRoy, op. Qi._t_-, Pe 69.
101. Laubach, op. git., p. 145.



Church back to the condition of the primitive Church
during the days of the Apostles, when the Scriptures
were the rule of faith, They organized twenty-five
churches and sold fourteen thousand Soriptures. My
severe judgment on some of their practices that I can-
not sanction ls tempered by their endorsement of the
Soriptures. Many of the errors in that new church
will be cured by reading of the Scriptures.

iihen the Soriptures were to be published in the Panayan
dialect of the Visayan langusge, I was sent to negoti-
ate a sale of this edition to Bishop Narciso Hijalds of
Iloilo, He eigned a contrect and arranged to pay $125
in advance . « « No one can estimate what it means to
ciroulate Soriptures emong this restless body of people,
who are drifting, end may at this time be led anywhere
into any belief or unbelief."102

Dr. Stuntz seys concerning the Aglipayane and their attitude toward
the Bible:

"Aglipsy recommends the reading of the Bible by his

priests and people. Over twenty-five thousand portions

have been purchased outright by Aglipsyan leaders within

the last six months, and sold to their people. All that

is permanently good in the movement comeas from this atti-

tude toward the inspired Word."103

It was a wonderful thing that now finally the Filipinos were re-

ceiving through their own people, the Holy Scriptures, for the Bible had
been banned from the Islands during the centuries that Spein ruled the
Philippines.1% Mr, Goodrich tells us that Aglipey hed formelly stated
that the Bible should be given to priests and people. "He has written
us, formally até.bing that in his opinion the readil.:g of the Bible will
result in the slevation of the Filipino people.”-07 Archbishop Aglipey

geve much to the Independent Church by allowing and encouraging the use

102. Stuntz, ov. eit,, p. 492.

103. Ibid,

104. Until the American occupetion of the Philippines, any person
found in possession of a Bibls was persecuted; either imprisoned, exe-
cuted, or banished.

105. Dems, [+)+ 9&., p._338-
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of the Bible. Just exactly how clear an idea he had regarding the in-
spiration and the _alrbhority of the Bible, is uncertain, for he had
erroneous opinions concerning its use. At one time he "urged that the
01d Testament should not be used generslly because the primitive tales
of the herces and rascals of olden times were too vivid for public
105 111g view on his part shows a very inacourate knowledge
of Scripture; for in no place 1s sin condoned, but higlipsy evidently

reading,"

could not see this, In more recent years, _he gtill worked for the
spread of the Bible among the masses for "his latest step 1s to dis-
tribute en address of President Franklin Delanoc Roosevelt commending

the study of the Bible, Already one hundred thousand copies of the ad-
dress end Aglipey's letter commending it have been circulated in Spanish,
Tagalog, and Ilocano.lo? This use of the Bible in the Independent
Church could have had wonderful lasting effects, but somehow the idea

of the Bitle as en authority on Religlon was lost. "

Protestant Since the Independent Church was a break from the

Tnfluence:

In Practice. despotic government of Rome, it is not at all surpris-
ing that the new Church adopted a democratlc form of church government,
LeRoy wrote in the early years of the movement: "The idea of lay partici-
petion in the government of the church is recognized from top to bottom,
aad there is somewhat of an approach to congregationsl government, wher-

ever the rules of the orgenisation are more then a dead letter."mg

106. Rodgzers, ov., eit., p. 25.

107, DGVins, oD, _0_5_-2.; P 332.

108. That the Independent Churech lost this principle of Bible as
authority will be shown in & later chapter.

109. LeRoy, op. git., p. €9.
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Furthermore, the Independent Priests were permitted to marry and ere
permitted to take pert in politics.'' The use of the dislects 1s de-
oreed in the services, except in the saying of the nssu.lu However,
the new churck did allow its members a greater freedom than they had ever
enjoyed under the Foman Church, It granted the individual the freedom
of interpretation of the -Scripturea. The fact thet their bishops and
even the archblishop himself are elected, demonstrates their democratic
form of government.

Effort for Union Mr. Prautch had been very successful in sell-

g‘;:l;o:xlm Church ing his Bibles to the Independent Church snd
naturally he had much other influence. When the Aglipayan Church was
still open to outside influence on dootrine end practice, Mr. Prautch
tried to persuade Aglipay to affiliate with the American Protestant
Episcopal Commmnion. Conferences were held between the American Episco-
pal bishops and the bishops of the Aglipeyan Church, end since the new
movement had bet_some 80 evolved there was nothing to prmnt its becoming
Episcopal. But here we see the Filipino fear of foreign control and the
intense feeling of netionalism among the fﬂ:lp!.no people. Aglipsy re-
fused to Join the Episcopalien body because he feared to submit to the
authority of foreigners. "However, the Episcopalisn Church proved a
factor at least for a time in forming the ideals of the Filipino bishop.
To a secretary of the British and Forelgn Bible Society Aglipay sald
thst he hoped by introducing gradual reforms into the Roman system, the

Iglesia Independiente de las Islas Filipines would grow into a replica

110. Generally writers regard this as an indication of progress in
religious freedom. Aglipey himself set the example for participation
in polities.

111. Malcolm, op. eit., p. 310,
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of the Church of Engtl.a’nd.":l']'2 " Bishop Stunts for a iong time held hope

that the Aglipayan Church would improve in doctrine and practice and
£inally join with one of the Protestant bodies working in Nemila. He
wrote, "I am not without hope that Aglipey will take more advanced spir-
itual and moral ground. His own personal belief 1s tu' from being in
accord with some errors at which he feels it necessary to wink lest he
lose his followers. He hopes to be able to lead them to greener pas-
ture-s later on.m13

g;m;:::| During the eerly years of unsettled doctrine and church

practice, there was wonderful opportunity for wimning the

Independent Church to sound Biblical teaching. Aglipay was at that time
much interested in the Bible and in' much that was Protestant. Further-
more, the Aglipayans were very friendly to the Protestant missionaries
and looked to them for counsel and aid. Had the right man been on the
job, who could have been able to overcome the Aglipayan fears of foreign
control end interferenge in religion and politics, the Aglipayan Church
might have adopted a positive p-mgram of sound religious education based
on Scripture. Had this been the case, the church would have become a
body to be reckoned with in the Philippines. Instead, however, the
Protestant mi_sud.onar:lbs tried to avoild entanglements with the Aglipayan
movément as much a; possible lest they become identified with a movement
that appeared radicsl and insurrectionary. The result wes that the new
Church actually dpveloped into something far worse than Romanism. They
kept the outward form of worship and the gorgeous pageantry of the Roman

112, uuhch, gomo, Pe 1i8.
m. stmt.’ Op. .c_uc, Pe 4-96-
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Catholic Church which the Filipino people dearly loved, but gradually
"the Aglipayan church doctrine became a curious jumble of nationalism,
Cetholicism, end Unitarieniem."'4 Even Aguinaldo, the gemeral who led
the Philippine Insurrection, felt that-the Church was drifting into

troublesome seas, end looked to Proi:.estantism for something better. In
an interview with Protestant men he was asked what he thought of the
Aglipeyan movement and said, "It 1s a step in the right direction, and
will lead to better things here. I may call it second grade, the first
grade in time will be the Protestant Ghurch."n5 Perhaps much of the
weakness in this respect is due to Isabelo de los Reyes, who is described
as "a hopeless craver of notoriety .and a shallow but fluent demagogue,
the last one might wish to see exercising influence among his people

vhen their own future good is held in view."u6

Membership The number of adherents which this church could claim
has always been rether uncertain. Aglipay himself

claimed that he had at least three million members by 1903. By 1905 he
claimed four million members. 1906 was the high water mark of the
Aglipayan Church, for in that year came the supreme court declision re- i
garding church property.>! The census of 1918 estimated their member-
ship as 1,417,448, and that of 1939, 1,573,608.118 However, Dr. Cornish
who visited the Philippines in 1938 and was closely related with the
Aglipayan Church, stated that "the Independent Church included at least
fifteen per cent of the population; this would be about two and a half

114. Horn, Florence, Orphans of the Pacific, p. 241.

115- Mine, g-ﬁh' p- 211.

116. LBM, gn- ﬂ.,.p. 66. .

117. Reliable writers, such as Florence Horn, Dr. Laubach, LeRoy, and
Judge Maloolm give three million as a fair estimate. of. Laubach,op.cit.,
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million, and this wes the minimun estimate to be taken seriously."
"In two provinces, the Independents predominate; in five
provinces, they have from thirty-one to forty=-three per
cent of the populations in twelve provinces from nineteen
to twenty-eight per cent; in six provinces from eight to
sixteen per cent; while.in the remaining tventy provinces
they have less than eight per cent,"120 :
At best these figures are but approximations. Even the government
census carnot be regarded as acourate. However, it is most likely that
until 1906 Aglipey could oleim at least three million members, but at
that time it suddenly decoreased until during the thirties it again in-

creased gradually,

Type of People  The charge has been reised that the Aglipayen
Who Joined
Church is composed mostly of leborers and poor folk,
the people who had nothing to begin with, and hoped that by joining this
new movement they might gain some adventages. However, this charge is
not just, as Dr. Cornish ably points out:
"The Independent Constituency presents a cross section of
the whole population, sheltering all sorts of people,
professional folk, rich, and poor. The comment is partly
true, however, for the laborers predominate, the people
who toil on the land and fish the sea. This has been the
glory of the Independent Church. It 1s alweys to be re-
membered with pride that it was founded by two thousand 4
laborers in the first labor congress held in the Islands."
That the Church is composed of the poorer people is demonstrated
by the financisl situstion of the Church. Although it is numerically
gtrong, it is financially weak. Perhaps the poverty of most of its mem=

bers is the reasonffor this, but it seems that even these people should be

able to contribute more than they do, for, according to Dr. Laubach, the

119.. Cornish, op. oit., p. 61.

120. Ibid., p. 62.
171. Toid., pp. 64-65.
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money invested in church property is only 36 centavos (18 cents) per

mmm:ar.:""”2

In some of the provinces the congregation, although numeri-
oally strong, have no church bulldings whatsoever. A further indica-
tion of the weakness of this Church body, 1s the attendance of its mem-
bers at services. Dr. Laubach points out that:

"The Aglipayan churches have but one seat for every

eight members, whereas the Roman Catholic churches

have one seat for every 2.6 members, and the Protes-

tant churches have more seats than members. Yet the

Aglipay churches are almost empty save on special 123

church holidays, and are seldom crowded even then."

Only the negative program of the Aglipayan Church and its utter
lack of capable priests could account for such miserable conditions
emong its membership. When we take into consideration that the Inde-
pendent Church had only two hundred priests, plus a number of young men
or boys who were rushed through e brief course in the new seminaries,
it is apparent that this small foroce could not possibly instruct and
properly train a membership of three million or more. Archbishop Aglipay
performed wonders in keeping the Church together, but it required much
more than the effort of one man.

Protestant Indirectly the Independent Church was a great help to
Hopes
the Protestents for it broke the Catholic Chureh into
two parts end 1t attracted meny from the Romen Church who later became
Protestants. B:l.shoi; Stunts wrotes
"It breaks the solid front of Romish opposition. When
we are told that the Catholics are against us, we can
ask, which Catholics., It attracts the chief emmity of

the hierarchy. Since this achism began Rome has shot
- fewer arrows toward our lines. Her fury against the

122, Leubach, ‘op. gite, pe 151.
123, Mo’ P 152,
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assumptions of an ex-communicated member of her own body
has burned day and night since October 1902, and the
Protestant has come off with but a few curges, and a
tract or two. This will continue es long as the numeri-
cal strength of the Aglipey schism is being augmented,.”

"The Aglipay movement helps ue by detaching tens of
thousands of members from a nominal connection with the
Church of Rome, and leaving them without positive in-
struction in a more excellent way. Our preachersget a
hearing with them, and hundreds of them accept the Vord
and are saved. These people would never have left the
Roman Catholic Church to become Protestants, fesble as
was the hold of the old Church upon them; but once out-
gide end hungry for spiritual food, they hear and are
saved, Agli loosens the fruit from the tree and we
gathar i‘tn"l

The majority of Protestant missionaries felt that the Aglipayan
schism would help them in securing new converts., Dr. Cormish, the
Unitarian, however, states that this hope was never raal:l:ed.lzs
vwhen we recall that in the early years this church claimed three million
or more members, and later lost almost half of these after the deciasion -
of the Courts regarding ownership of the Churches, it is evident that a
great many people were set at drift with no church cornections whatso-
ever. They did not all return to the Fomen Catholic Church, beceuse they
had grown tired of that body, end therefore many looked for something

better. It was only logical that some would join Protestant Churches.

But

This 1s, at least in part, what did happen. lany of these castaways re-
mained without any church membership whatsoever. "Thousands, disgusted
with the only religion they had ever known, and impressed by the fact
that most Americans seemed to have no religion, lost faith in religion
a1together."126

124, Stnnt!, Ob. 9_1&- 9 PPe 493‘494.

125, Cornish, op. git., ps 55.

126. Laubach, op. gite., ps 150, Heny Filipinos were drewn to the Ameri-
cans beceuse they, without claiming to belong to any religion, treated the
Filipinos better than had the Spanish Catholics. "'The Speniards were
Christians,' said a leading Filipino, 'but we like the Americans betier
because they are mot Christians.!'" Devins, p. 262.
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. Court Decision In 1906 the Independent priests were forced
on Church Property
to leave their churches. This decision of the
courts wag a terible blow for the new church. All realized thet the
Roman Catholics would nbt be content with the "Peaceable Possession"
ruling of Governt_:r Taft, but the Independents felt confident that should
the matter be taken to the courts, the decision would be in their favor.
"Legally the question has its troublesome aspects", wrote LeRoy, "not
only where an issue of facts is raised, but also in the underlying diff-
erence between the Crown of Spein, 'royal patron of religion! and the
United States Government, which is forbidden by its conmstitution to ex-
eroise jurisdiction in religious matters,"l27 Yet it became a judicial
matter and was teken to the courts. Aglipey based his claim to the
church property on the intrinsic justice of .the case. The Independent
Church held thats ;
"Since the people had built the churches by their forced
labor the echurches should belong to the people who had
bullt them; or to their successors. They should be the
property of the.communities where they stood. The people
of these communities, having transferred their allegiance
from the Romen to the Independent Church, the properties
should belong to the Independent Church.
Since Pope Alexander VI in 1493 gave to the Kings of Spain
the Roman Cathalic Churches in the Spanish Colonies, and
sinée church and state were one, it followed that the
United States now owned the churches, and therefore they
ghould be used for 'public (that is, religious) purposes',
maintaining the status quo at the time of Governor General
Taft's prooclamation of 'Peaceful Possession!"128
It is plain that equity was on the side of the Aglipayans, for
everyone in h:ls heart felt that the bulldings were paid for by the native

Filipinos, and no one would argue that the property rightfully belonged

12'2;. LeRoy, op. git., p. 171.
128. comish, Sb. L’-&o, pp. 57-580
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to the Pope in Rome who had never invested a dollar in the parish build-
ings. Bishop Stunts reasoned correctly, howsver, when he predicted that
Aglipay would lose possession of the buildings:

"He will te met with citations from canonical law, and

from the practice of the Roman Cetholic Church according

to which all titles of houses of worship pass autorati-

cally to the archbishop of the diocese in trust for the

Church- by the act of dedication. Equity appears to be

on the side of Aglipay and his followers. It is to be

feared, however, that a strict interpretation of the

law will not give them the hundreds of churches in which

they are now worshipping."129 '

But Rome did not rely solely on ecclesiastical law in her fight to
regain control of the church properties. Aglipay had failed to take
into consideration Article VII of the treaty of Paris which expressly,
perhape one mey also say cleverly, exempted eccleslastical property
from the purchase made by the United States.’?C For, in the litigation
which begen in 1904, when the court of First Instance decided in favor
of Rome and agein at the Supreme Court decision of 1906, the Romsnists
uged this Article of the Tresty as evidence of their ownership. The
letter & the lew declared in favor of Rome, but morelly, the evidence
argued for Filipino owndrah:lp of the churches. Dr. Cornish says, "How-
ever right it (the Courts decision) may heve been legally, and the im=-
pertiality of investigating commissions and of the courts has been widely
questioned, we should understand the moral justification for the
Aglipeyan contentions."™ ) The Independents had been oconfident that
Justice and right would prevall, and that now in the United States courts

even every poor men's rights would be protected, and they would be able

129, Stunts, op. git., p. 495. .
130. See page 4, paragraph "Catholic Victory" of this paper.
131. Cornish, ODe. 9&-’ Pe 56-
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to keep possession of the church buildings. Rome, however, had not re=-
' 1ied on justics, but had used her cmning to win back the property she
had previously owned. .

A Blow to the - Tt wes a complete surprise when the court decision
Young Church . :
ordered the Aglipayans to leave thelr churches and

return them to the Roman Catholics. Governor Ri:vera wrote: "The de-
olsion to return all ecclesiastical properties to the Romen Church were
terrible blows to the young o_hu.roh vwhich showed so mmch promise of
growth and strength, and which believed so ardently in the justice of
1ts olatme.™3 In December 1906, all of the Filipino priests had to
leave their fine churches and lead theﬂ..r congregations into rented
quarters or whatever modest structures they could afford to build. It
wae a blow that almost killed the Independent Church, end there were

many who felt that this would mark the end of the young ehurch.:l'33

New Houses As was pointed out above, the members of the Inde-
of Worship
pendent Church were mostly of ths poorer class. Dr.

Laubach explains that in Spanish times, the only persons who could be
rich were those who supported the Friars, and that these imlti:y people
had remained loyal to the Foman Church because they depended upon the
134 After losing their regular church buildings,
those in which the Filipinos had worshipped for three cemturies, the
Aglipayans were at a loss as to what to do. They had little money with
which to build new structures, and those which they could afford to erect

Church for their wealth.

132, Tbid, He quotes the Rivera Ms. which was loaned him by the Uni-
versity of the Philippines.

133. Ibid, Rivers.Us..

134, Laubach, OD. _0_1!-, De 149.
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failed to inspire the awe and reverence which the Filipinos hed known

in their former magnificent churches. "It seemed to many of them that
the very foundation of their religion had been torn eway - as though
they had lost all connection with God." >> The new buildings were con=
structed mostly of bamboo or of nipa (thatched palm branches), which
are very temporary building materials. Florence Horn in her book gives
us interesting deteils regarding the reaction of the Independents to the
new victory of Rome. She-writes:

YAt first when the rebel priests were holding forth
in Catholie churches, they were quite content to use
the same white images the Spanish padres used. After
Rome won back its churches, Aglipay ordered tkat the
new images should be brown, and that the garments be
of native fabrics and style. . « « Much of the service
ves conducted in native dislects, and a virtue was made
of the humble miserable stark quarters in which the
Aglipeyen church services were held. Some of these
churches, mere nipa shacks, with a minimum of tawdry
pictures and decorations, have a religious quality 136
often lacking in the run dowmn, old Spanish structures."

Archbishop Fonacier, at the time of his eppointment, recalled the
early days when services were held in a oamr:ln.u" An article in the
Graphlc, a Filipino newspaper, has this story:

"The bespectecled men (Fonacier) in a white drill
sult pointed out the low, squat building on Lemery
Street, Tondo. 'that's the camarin,' he said, al-
most excitedly. He stepped out of the car and sur-
veyed the place with the air of one who had come
upon a historic spot end was suddenly filled with
emotions of awe and veneration for the past. He
spoke oni 'Thé altar used to be here -' pointing to
a pile of lumber, 'and there used to be six doors.
We used to live up there, in a room behind the
altar . . . the entrence was right here on the other
gide.! Then, standing on the curb, he added, 'It

135. Ibid,, p. 149.
136- Hom, op. 91-!'_;, P 241,
137. A camarin is a warehouse or storage bullding.



was here where I was ordained.! . . . Dona Ninay .

was the gentle old: lady who donated the camarin >

where Bishop Aglipay held services . . . It was

also she who, about 1gos,m11t the present

Aglipayen cathedral.nl38

Since the Spanish Csthedrels had meent so much to the Filipino

people, it is no wonder that nny folt that losing these buildings
would be a death blow to the Independent Church. It is natural that
this new situation struck hard at the new Church end had some effect

upon its membership.

Poorly Prepared It wes some months after the court decision that
Feionks the full effects of this tragedy became apparent.
And 1t wes not so much the fact that the Independents had lost their im-
posing churches thet caused the trouble, for in meny of their shack-like
churches there was a fine spirit o!; worship and loyalty, but the short-
comings of the Independent priests caused an ever greater falling avay

of members. The Filipino priests of the Independent Church were too
often not prepered for the work and effort necessary to hold their mem=
bers. They could spesk long end eloguently on their hatred of the
Friars and the injustice of the court decision, but they had no posi-
tive message to give their péople, "They could not furnish that spir-
ituel power which was so badly needed to take the place of the pomp and
ornateness with which religion had been associated. These Filipinos
were a kindly people and quickly tired of constant condemnation of the
Friars, They were a religious people and found little to sstisfy their
soul hmger, After three years of gorgeous spectacles their new bamboo

138, Graphic, October 24, 1940,



churches seemed lenn &nd meagre. Their services dropped off until they
would have meetings ir meny places ornly for fumerals, welddings, beptisms,
or anrusl fiosta t:lays.“:l'39

g:'axpei aleted The Presbyterian ennual report of 19C8 stated that the
h [
Aglipeyan Church had almost been stifled. They saids
"It 1s evidently losing its hold except perhaps in two provinces, and
is doomed to extinction in time."uo The majority of witnesses had the
same opinion, and it was a great surprise to all when the church showed
signs of recovery later on. By 1912 Mr. James L. Mclaughlin of the
American Bible Society wrote:
"It has gone shead and erected buildings of its owm,
and hes struggled with the tremendous problem of pre-
paring and directing a ministry and attending to the
care of its membership in & way, that, when we con-
sider the immensity of the task, we can but marvel
that they have done as well as they have. There has
been a gain, and on the whole, the church seems to be
gaéining ground these latter days. . . « Not a few of
those who entered the ranks of the Evangellcal churches
have since drifted into the Independent Filipino Chureh,
ag they have been moved by the spirit of independence
and protest aga:lnst too much intervention in their
church 1ife,nl4l
In many places there was a falling away, while in other places the
congregations grew stronger and formed solid organisetions. This de-
pended upon the priest. If the priest could supply their needs, and
give them spiritual food, they remsined. If the priests could offer
nothing but oratorial protests and emathemas, they nsturally fell away.

Some drifted back to the Roman Catholic Church which, under new forelgn

139. Laubach, op. eit., p. 149.

140, Ibid,, p. 150.
141, Ibid. ey Po 151-



priests, mede every offortto ettrect them, esrecially those who were
the most superstitious end who had not felt much enimosity toward the
Romen Cetholic Church, Yet it was surprising that Aglipay, the great
leader end orgenizer, was gble to hold es many members ss he did.

Mr. Nolaughlin paid Aglipey & epldndid tribute vhen in 1911 he

wrotes

"We would not impugn the motives of the founder of

the church; rather would we sympathize with him in

his herculean tesk of orgenizing, susteining snd build-
ing up a chureh without funds, trained workers, or constit-
uency, other than a crowd of ignorsnt people by
the spirit of revolt against any established authority.

It is not strange that he was compelled to put into places
of prominence mere boys, who have been carried away by
their positions and have become entangled in sociel and
political scandals which have worked for the detriment of
the movement."

1/2. Ibid., p. 150, quoting from the American Bible Soclety Report
of 1922, p. 369.



Chapter Six
Doctrine and Practice

A Doctrinal The doctrinal development of the Aglipaysn Church
Hodgepodge
is as Interesting as 1t is sad. Originally the Church
intended to retein Roman Catholie doctrine in all its purity, as De los
Reyes put it, GCradually some Protestant doctrines orept into the move-
'ment, as was sketched in preceding pages. But the saddest feature of
Aglipeyan doctrine i1s its tendency toward Modernistic theology. It was
this feature which became the ohief hindrsnce to further cooperation
between the Aglipa,yaps end the Evangelical Protestants, At presemt it
is a jurble of Romanism, Protestentism, and extreme rationalism., To a
great extent, the doctrinal position of a given Aglipsyan church would
depend on the views of the priest in charge. In some cases Aglipeyans
and Protestants have held union services, end in others the Aglipayan
priests have been the close friends of Romen Catholic priests. "There
are what the Anglicans would cell 'high church' and 'low church' ten-

dencies which are as far apart as they could well be.u3
Whence Came Isabelo .de los Reyes is the man mostly responsible
Rationelism?

for bringing ratiocnalism into the Independent Church,

143. Ibids, p. 152,

63



64

"As early as 1899, more than three years before the organization of the
: Church, Don Isebelo de los Reyes s « « Was thundering in Spein, 'our
only kind of Gospel or Bible is Science,! and this is to be studied
retionelly." 4 It 1s to be regretted that this men did mot have a
better theological background. Dr. Laubach states, "De los Reyes upon
a totally inadequate foundation set about to construct a religion for
his netion."%° At ome time de los Reyes felt that all religions were
wrong, but later through the study of the Bible he decided that it wms
only the Roman Catholie Church which was wrong. Yet de los Reyes is a
thorough going modernist. He takes great delight in new progressive
ideas just because they are new. He exalts sclence and reason above all
other authorities. Reyes has written:

"A1l the best sons of the country wrote against the

abuses of the Spanish friars who were in control of

the eivil authorities. Rizal, Marcelo de Pilar,

Father Jose Burgos, and Antion Redigor bear witness

to this, The execution of almost all these great

Filipino writers gave more power to their writings

so that they became the gospels of our race. « « «

"Our Independent Church was established as an ex-

pression of faith in the immortal teaching of its

heroes. Led by the influence of their writings, it

has from its inception proclaimed religious liber-

aelism. Belief in ﬁogressive religion became its

foundation stone,"146

The religious liberalism present in the Independent Church from its

144. Testimony of Juan A. Rivera. The quotations which are here so
identified are taken from the history, n I t, written
in 1932 by Juan A. Rivera. Ilir. Rivera is not a member of the Inde-
pendent Church. From 1934 to 1937 he was Governor of La Union Province,
Lugon. The writer hag taken this testimony from a section of Dr,
Gorﬁ;h'ﬂ mti Ml%s

o Lauba ° Yy e ® :

146, From '.MMMM, written by Isabelo
de los Reyes, by request of Bishop Aglipay, especially for the book,
Philippine Celling, by Dr. Cornish.
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beginning has come from Rizal and other great patriots. It is deeply
Tooted in the teachings of the brilliant intellectusls of the revo-
lutionary period, and has been conditioned by the impact of science,
and thus the church has followed "scientific truth." Aglipsy himself
is lergely responsible for infusing the Church with this principle. In
a public speech or sermon Aglipay stated:

"Our church has never forgotten this unavoldeble duty

of satisfying our ingatiable thirst for incressing
_knovledge,end in the midst of scarcity of material
resources, it has proclaimed before the world our high
resolve to preach a religion and a morality in absolute
harmony with the truth brought forth by modern science.
This decision to identify ourselves with free reason,
and to reject dogmas based merely on faith in certain
traditions and Soriptures, on the one hand has provoked
the most bloody antagonism of many churches, venerable
on account of their antiquity; on the other hand how-
ever, it has won for us the sympathy of_ the wise and of
all the liberal churches of the world,"147

Statement of De los Reyes felt that all religions were good at
de los Reyes
the bottom, and at one time he proposed that the

Filipino people return to their own ancient worship of the god Bathala,
He argued that the fact that God allowed so many religions in the world
proved that God wanted & distinctive Filipino Religion. Again in his
own writings we reat_ls

"Our Church has retained from the Roman Cathollic Church
all that was found reasonable and harmless. The vest-
ments and many of 1ts magnificant ceremonies, that
possess so great an appeal for the Filipinos and other
artistic peoples, were retained, but with a rational
interpretation, What 1s a myth to sclence must be a
myth to us. The ritual is for the service of men, our
preyers are translated into all the dialects. Reject=
ing a1l ecclesiasticism, we preserve the real teachings

147. Quoted in Go:l'n‘.'l.sh‘, 0on, ﬁo, pp.124-125.




of Jesus: 'lovo to God and of ouwr fellow beings.!
Ve retain imeges on our altars, just as the
Americen Unitariens have retained the figures

of saints in stainéd gless windows, but not for
worship. The images to us are only reminders

of ::g eminent virtues of the persons repre-

sen .

Ve acoept the Jsadership of Jesus as the greatest
mstor of men, but we acknowledge him not as God
but as e man, not exempted from certain frailties
comron to all humang, Ve maintain slweys that
rodern sclence must inspire our doctrines; hence
since our establishment we have declared that
through evolution man has bscome what he is today.
fie admit no miracles. Ve belleve in God as the
Kysterious Energy that keeps the Universs and
thet gives life ond light and directs all boings.
We always have maintained that the Bible bas many
interpolations end inaccuracies. Yet we consider
the Bible as & holy book with many excellent
lessons, Wo believe that all the soriptures of
the world contain good,"148

Doctrinal Statement In 1905 the Independent Church released a
of 1905

brief statement which sets forth its doetrine.

Dr. Laubach quotes from Willis, "Our Philippine Probleam" this seotion:

7Its doctrines are rationalistic, conforming vigorously
to the results of modern solence. It acoepts Darwinism,
harmoniging it with Biblical doctrine. It denies the
trinity of persons of the divinity, but bellevez in a
trinity of attributes and names., The explanation of -
this ides accepted by the church is entirely new and
peculiar to itself, founded upon reesoning, based upor
scriptural text end upon retional writings. It denies
original sin, as well as the view that the consequences
of such gin were explated through Jesus Christ, but it -
maintains thet Christ!s sacrifice has redeemed us from
our errors, passions, and weaknesses by means of His
divine attributes and inimiteble example, but not
through actuel material sacrifice. It alme in its con-
stitution and rules to re-establish & pursr democracy
and tke common holding of wealth which Jesus preechsd
and the disciples precticed. In general, the advanced
doctrines of the Iglesis Filipins aim to re-establish
evangelical truth, disfigured es it has been by the
fomanists, and to restore the pre-eminence of the 119
F1lipino clergy, which hes been usurped by the friars."”

148, I

th .

149. Laubach, [+1:13 oit., pp. 153=154.
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That the doctrine of the Independent Church is thoroughly 1ibersl
and modernistic i1s exemplified by the motto placed on the altar of
their Churches: "Biblia y Ciencia, Amor y Libertadt. C

Biblia Filipina In 1908 the Independent Church issued a new
version of the Gospel, which selects, paraphrases,
and supplements sections of the Bible. Rev, P. H. J. Lerrigo,who has
translated several interesting sections of this Gospel, has written an
article entitled, "A Bible of Filipino Manufacture.™ >~ This Filipino
Bible is principally based on Mark as "the oldest and most reliable of
the evangelists" and the least adulterated with paganism. The new
version makes interesting reading, but it is a retionalized Gospel
written in ordinary prose language. The Independents would say that
it 1s "harmonized, explained, and expurged of the thousand interpo-
lations and contradictions which are carried by the canonical texts, in
the light of the writings of the Prophets and Apostles, and other encient
codices which are conserved in the libraries of Jerusalem, Rome, England,
France, snd Spain."”- Since the Independent Church had by this time
accepted rationalism and sclence as the only norm of faith, it is not
at 811 surprising that their new Bible eliminates mimdes, or 1f it re-
tains a few miracles, it gives them rationalistic naturalistic inter-
pretations. Accordingly, the trinity, resurrection, end atonement are
omitted, while the ity of God is the chief point held. This Bitle
does, however, stress the divine inoarnatim.s

’

150. In English this would be, The Bible end Solence, Love and Liberty.
Cornish o git., p. 137.

151, This eetisle may be cbtained from the Americen Northern Baptist
Mission,

152. LﬂnhﬂCh, ODe. ﬂ‘!o’ Pe 154.



"Plie Gternal, by virtue of his limitless omnipotence,
was incarnated in the bosom of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, without intervention of men, with a special
nature, sinless mnd divine. Although He had thé
appearance of a man He dld not cease to be ggd; He
was not a man as we are, but God with us, "l

But even though they hold the divinity of Christ in this‘fash:lon,
they do not believe in his resurrection from the dead but explain it
in this faghioni

"But Mary lagdalene remained without near the
sepulchre, and, stending thus weeping, she 5.,
stooped downto look into the sepulchre; and
not f£inding her idolized master, but only
those painful souvenirs which were left (his
body having been moved to another grave),
there came upon her, in the face of the des~
perate idea that she wight mever again see
her well-beloved, a crisis or an infinite
anguish, and in the intensity of her bitter-
ness she lost consciousness and became as
one seeing a vision of angels (as says St.

Luke 24,23), and ghe saw two angels dressed

in white seated, the ome at the head and the
other at the foot of the place where the body

of Jegus hed lain, And they said unto her,
JVoman, why weepest thou?' She answered, 'be-
cause they have taken away my Lord and I kmow
not vhere they have laid Him.! And having

gsald this she turned about and saw Jesus stand-
ing; but she did not recognize Him., Jesus said
to her, !'Voman, why weepest thou? Whom seekest
thou?* ©She, thinking it was the gardener, re-
sponded, 'Sir, if thou hast borne Him hence,

tell me where thou hast laid Him and I will take
Him away.! Jesus sald to her: 'Mary.! She
recognized suddenly the affectionate voice of
her beloved, was carried away by delirious jubila-
tion, and with all the enthuslasm and tenderness
of which a loving deughter is capeble, upon see-
ing her adored father resurrected, exclaimed:
'Rabbonil! (which eignifies Master, in the di-
minutive of affection); but when she attempted to
embrace the feet of her fantasmagoric Master, the
vieion disappeared."154

Certainly the Independent Church showed sublime self-confidence in

153, P.H.J.Lerrigo, 4 Bible of Filipino Kanufacture.
154, Lerrigo, gop. git.
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setting forth a modern version of the Gospel such as they did. It was

a disappointment to rany thut Aglipay, who many believed would gradu-
ally draw closer to orthodox Protestentism, should allow his followers
to issue a new version of the Bible, considering their almost complete
lack of training and education, Thet they should so assail Holy Scripe
tures, stripping 1% of ell that is irue religion indicates their com= |
plete eccoptance of soience and liberalism,

g::;: Just exactly how near to the Unitarian Church of America
- the Aglipsyans have drawn is shomn by their Credo, or cone
fession of falth:
‘"A11 stend and follow the priest.

I believe in one God, we praise His holy name, the
Yorce which £ills the universe, as said the prophet
Joeremlah, which £ills the heavens and the earth, in-
telligent, eternal, suprers snd mysterious, which
glves 1ife, directs, moves and sustains all beings;
which 1g the great soul of the universe, the beginn-
ing of ell life and movement, Although His nature
hag not yet beer corpletely manffested unto us, we
try to apprehend it and to see in His mervelous works
His power and Kie admirable wisdom« ¥e hear in the
depths £ our consclence His most holy voice, we ex=
perience llipg diligent eand loving fatherhood in the
providentiil satisfaction of o'r daily needs. I be-
lieve that as God is the Supreme Being, He is also
tre suprems Perfection. I believe that God made mwan
to contribute with his virtues end activities to the
genersl well-belng and progress; and for this reason
we ought to be useful always and with our work we |
ghould seek for the satisfaction of our meeds, think- ;
end work well, for God will recompense the good in
this world, and will punish in this world bad in-
tentions and deeds, but not with the ebsurd hell.

The inexorable justice of God is perfected through
His infinite compassion. I believe that the eternmal
as ny most loving Father protects me now, and will
recognize me at death, as a good father, full of
pity, would recognize his son. As it has been proved
by modern sciemce, I shell not disappear forever,

but only b transformed. Amen."155

155. com’-’h’ ODe g&.’ P. 87.




Thelr Except for the mention of the name Christ, there is noth=
Prayers
; ing in their prayers whioch even hints at the Gospel of
Christ, They exalt sclence to ‘the highest, while they condem "encient
religions" (those which gtill preach the Gospel) as being blind. Their
doctrine of work righteousness is evident in some of their prayers. In
a eense 1t 1s true that their preyers are beautiful if considered only
from the point of view of language and flow of words and their "higher"
thoughts. But when we view them in the light of the Gospel, they are
dead and worthless. The Aglipeyans have prayers for the dead and show
a belief in salvation even after death. The'following is a good example
of their prayers:
"0 Supreme Intelligence, noble light of the Universel
We pray Thee fervently to bless us with Thy light so
thet by the guldance of science we mey know the marvels
of Thy Supreme Power. Bless us, Oh God; that we may
now end feel Thy sublime nature, Bless us, that we
may learn the virtues necessary for our spiritusl ele-
vation end well-being. Bless us, Oh most holy Father,
that we may congider holy goods holy. Sanctify us,
our epirits and our intelligence, so that we may with

aptitude meke those investigations worthy of veneration.
Fether, bestow upon us Thy holy benediction! Amen."156

The Scven "The Independent Church considers the Sacraments as
Sacraments .
a collection of the ritualistic prayers through which
ve agk God for specisl graces." However, the Independents deny that the
gsacraments have any intrinsic value. They retain the seven sacraments
established by the Council of Trent, but as they say, they eliminate all
superstitious elements. Regarding Baptism, they teach that it does not

cleanse from original sin but is a "visible profession of faith in God

156. _Ib___u-, PPe 88-890
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and the teachings of Jesus. Ve baptize with clean water in the name of
Jegus." Confirmatlion. to them &s the "ratification by adult members of
their adherence to the Church." 'On confession they teach that the
sinner must repent only to God, but may, if he wishes, confeass to the
priest as if he were a doctor of their souls. "The priest must evoid
all inquisitive questions and limit himself wholly to straightening out
the penitent," The Independent Church keeps the outward form of the
Romen mass, but their service differs essentielly. "It 1s a memorial,
and we deny that the bread and wine sre offered as sacrifice. We deny
transubstantiation." Z=xtreme Unction is regarded as symbolically com=
mending the sick tc God. They deny the theory of Apostolic Succession,
and hold that ordination is an outward sign of the grace of God in the
hearts of the clergy. "It confers upon the priest the proper gemeral
authority to perform the dutles of the ministry." It is a "prayerful
commigsioning" of their men in the priesthood. In regard to matrimeny,
they follow all the provisions of the civil marriage law. "This sacra-
ment perfects the legal union of & man and woman,".77

Heroes Canonlged The Independent Church has an altogether differ-

oy v ent idea of "saints" than does the Roman Catholie
Church. They believe that the saints are heroes and martyrs of a
righteous causc, and although they should not be worshipped or wade
mediators before God, the falthful should emulate their lives of un-
selfighness and sbtnegation, Accordingly, as soon as the church was or=-

157. Material and quotations in this paragraph are taken from the
gecond confessional writing of de los Reyes, The Seven Sacramentg of
d t C It was written expressly for Dr..Cornish'as

the Tndependent Church,
book, Philippine Calling.
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ganiue;i, 1t canonized Rizel, Burgos, Gomez, and Jacinto Zamora as saints,
in 1903.158 This zction brought ridicule from many, but it plainly shows
the intense natlonalistic ettitude of the Aglipeyans. ' .
Howev;er, the. sainted Dr. Rizel geined more importance every year.
The Novena del Dr. Jose Rilzal, published in 1919, tried to show that
Risal avolded certain scientific errors into which Jesus and his con=-
terporaries had fallen, because he was more modern, better educated and
more sclentific then Jesus was. "In 1922 Bishop Aglipsy was reported in
the newspapers as having sald: 'Rizal, to us Filipinos, is more than a
saint, He 1s thc true Filipino Nessiah, whose coming we had longed to
gee during our colonial m:ys.":l's9 Here was a tendency to place Risal
above Christ which put the Aglipayan Church almost altogether outside
the ranks of tho Christian Churches. It is fortunate, however, that the
great mass of 1ts membership is still Christian,
Other For the Aglipsyens heaven, hell, and purgatory dogs not
Doctrines
exist, except for the punishment one might experience on
this earth, "The threat of eternsl punishment 15 a fraudulent theory to
whip the people into hlind obadienee.“léo The Aglipayen church accepts
whole heartedly the theory of evolution because it is "scientific"™. Their
accent on that which 1s scientific 1s shown in a sermon of Aglipay where
he stated: "In the Cathollc Bible it 1s said that when a blind eoldier
plerced Jesus Christ with his weepon, Jesus'! blood spurted out, sprinkling
and curing his blind eyes. But, my dear sirs, Jesus Christ had been dead

158. Rivera, The Aglipayen liovement, These four men canonized died as
martyrs of the Filipino cause at the hande of the Friars.

159. Laubach, op. git., p. 156,

160, Rivera, op. cit.
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for more than twemty-four hours; there would have been no live blood in
his body at n11."161 An argument such as this not only shows their
rationalistic tendencies, but also their ignorance regarding things -

historical or soriptursl, much less spiritual.

161. Horn, op. eit., p. 142.




Chapter Seven
More Recent Davelop;unts

ll;:i.g:fga o4 Gregorio Aglipay held the position of Arch-
bishon of the Independent Church frpn October 1902

until he dled in September 1940. During all these years he had been
the leader of his people, loved deeply by the masses. He had rigen
suddenly end repidly in the new Church and took it to greet heights.
That one man should be responsible for the success of this Church is
& great honor for any Filipino. During the last years, the duties and
responsibilities which devolved upon his shoulders were enormous, but
alweys he continued to work for the further extemnsion of his Church,
That this body is popularly known by his name bears witness to his fame

and suceess.

Interesting Aglipay knew his people well and loved them, Dr,
Incidents ;
Cornish tells of Aglipay's.close relationship with his

members and gives this story:

"Aglipay led (a procession to another church), mounted on

a spirited horse. Between him and all the others there
wag constant shouting back and forth., Jests flew fast.

Vie had witnessed everywhere the same give and take. He
knew his people thoroughly and understood them, and they
opened their minds and hearts to him. This was one source
of his power. On this day he had come among these mountain

T4
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people who were peculiarly his own, Their fathers
had protected him. They were jubilant at seeing
again thelr great leader who was both a tradition
end their personal friend."162

In 1935 Aglipay ren for the presidency of the Commonwealth against

lienual Quezon. He received about 148,000 votes, which was more than

163

fourteen per cent of those cast in bhe election. After his defeat

he issued strong protests against the unfairness of the election, and
Florence Horn gpesks in this manner of the :lnc:l.den'l'-ll&

"After his defeat Aglipay faitlifully kept up his
stinging oriticiem of Queszon's leadership. When-
ever Queszon was photographed playing golf with
Archbishop O!Dohrety, that was a signal for a
fiery tirade against both the Romen Church and
on Manual., When Quezon decided to cut down ex-
penses for defense, Aglipay loudly urged uni-
versal military training for all able-bodied
Filipinos. lLast summer, at the age of eighty,
Aglipey died. A%t no time in his long life had
he been a serious menage either to the Vatican
or to Manual Queszon.”

Aglipay's Although the Independent Church ruled that their
Harriege
priests might marry, and even recommended that they
should merry, Aglipay himself never married until late in years. The
"News Summary" in the Philippine Magazine of March 1939, bas this
articles
"Archbighop Aglipasy, head of Philippine Indo-
pendent Church, aged 79, marries Miss Pilar
Jamiag, of Sarrat, Ilocos Norte, 64, for .

many years a teacher. He has for many years

opposed celibacy among the griesthood, but
was not himself married."16

162. GOﬂiﬂh, OD. s!-:_h_c’ Pe 142.

163.Hayden,l’hﬂ Stu Jational

164. There seems to have been some tru't.h in the ehargeu which he
raised, for in his om provinces, when the National Socialist Party had
its officers to conduct the voting, he (figlipay) did not get a single
votea From "News Summary" ,ﬁw September 1935.

165. Horn, op. git., p. D

166. "News Summary", Philippine Magazine, April 1939.
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Unitarian The rise of rationelistic doctrine in the Indepen=
Affiliation
dent Church and its tendency to minimige Christ and
to discount all that is miraculous in Scripture, naturally brought the
Independent Church close to the Unitarian Church of Ameriea, in doctrine
if not in practice. Because of this kinship Aglipay attended a national
meeting of the Unitarian Church in the United Stntes.lé" In 1939 Dr.
Louis C. Cornish, as the representative of the American Unitarian Asso-
ciation, visited the Philippines and was the guest of Archbishop Aglipay.
Dr. Cornish took part in many church services with Aglipay and towards
the end of his stay he was appointed honorary president, to succeed
William Howard Teft who was the honorary president since the early days
of the organization of the Aglipayan Church. (It was pointed out in en
early chapter that Taft also was a Unitarian, - p.33.) The service was
very impressive and Aglipay issued a proclamation containing the follow=
ing:
"By these presents we solemnly and publicly declare
and proclaim Dr. Louis C. Cornish Honorary Presi-
dent of our Church., Nay the mysterious Father of
the universe maintein in his heart the affection
and sympathy he has professed to. us, and may our
followers continue to be worthy of the fraternal

gentiments gxg all the true liberals of the world.
So be it,"l

Archbishop VWhen in 1940, Aglipay died, the Independent Church

Santiago

Fonacier elected its second archbishop. A consistory of 42 per-
sons, including 14 bishops, 14 parish priests, end 14 laymen chose

Santiago Antonino Fonacier unanimously to succeed Aglipay.169 The new

167. Hayden, Op.: &to’ Pe 573,
168, Cornish, op. eit cit., p. 75,

169. Eenila Bulletin, October 14, 1940.



archbishop hed formerly been Bishop of an important diocese, dean of the
best Imown of the Independent divinity schools, captain in charge of the
Independent: Church army:chaplains, member of the important government
comnissions, and a former Senator. He had been a priest of the Indepen=
dent Church' since 1903 when Aglipey himself ordained him priest at the
age of eighteen.l”C Ho was consecrated Obiepo Maximo with high cere=
mony on October 14, 1940, The ritusl required that at the conclusion
of the ceremonies a sponsor lave the Archbishop's hends with perfuma-.
"This act was performed by President Quezon, who served as one of the
sponsors. JAnother was General Aguineldo, famous for his leadership in
1698."7 At the election of the new Archbishop it was decided that
he should hold the office for only three years.

"Instead of serving for life as did his predecessor,

Bishop Gregorio Aglipay, founder of the church, Bishop

Fonacier will serve for a term of only three years.

The new leader explained after his election that there

wvas sentiment among members of the consistory in favor

of continuing the life term. However, this was over=

vhelmed by a strong movement for democratisation of

the church, hence an old smendment, approved in 1906,

after Aglipay had served a term of four years, making

the "obispo maximo" serwve for the rest of his natural

life, was killed by an amendment that the term be for
three years, with one reele'_ct:l.on."l72

Lack of a " Archbishop Fonacler reported to the Philippine
Trained Clergy
LT Graphic newspaper that his church is poor and
without properties to speak of. He also lamented the faot that the -

Church does not attract more men to its ministry. He sayss

170. Qrephic, October 24, 1940
171. comiSh, ODe QL., Pe 115,
172, fenils Bullstin, Otober 15, 1940.



"The church is facing the same problem it has faced
since 1902; that of lack of ministers. Although
Aglipeyan ninlsters, unlike Roman Catholic priests,
are free to marry, not many men lock upon a career
under the Philippine Independent Church as worth
thelr while., College graduates could, with compara=-
tive ease, attain the high renk of bishop in the
church, but only a few diploma holders have joined
the Aglipayen ministry so far., At present, the
church cannot even afford a seminary of its own, so
that prospective Aglipayan bishops have to secure
training through practically the same methods of -
understudyship which gresent high officials of the
Church had to pass."173

Blair and Robertson, the writers of an immense fifty-three wol=
ume work on the Philippine Islands in its early years, give some in=
forratlon regarding the type of education which the Aglipayen Church
endeavored to give its priests.

"1st year: Bible and theology simplified.

2nd years Amplification of the preceding course, and
application of the Bible to all problems of life,

social end private, to the ceremonies and to priestly
life, and to ecclesiastical dlscipline. By simply
passing these courses, and 1f the good deportment of -
the students be proved, they shall be ordained as
presbyters and pleced in the parish churches « « «

Those who shsll have studied theology already in the
Roman seminaries shall be ordained ss soon as possible 1
as stb-deacons; deacons, and presbyters, successively." T4

Sinee the Church had no Seminary as Senmor Fonacler pointed out, no
doubt the instruction of priests was done by understudy, just as
Fonacier himself had received his instruction in the early days. Dr.
Cornish reports in his book that because of the urgent need for edu-
cated priests, the Church in 1939 had decided to establish a cemtral
geminary to take the place of the tutorial type scattered over the

different diocese. They had purchased the building at 1108 Taft Avenus,

173. Graphio, October 14, 1940-
174. Blair end Bobertson, gp. git., p. 238.

)
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Manils, where classes had already started. Whether this seninary

was a suocess or whether it felled is impossible to say, because of the
scaroity of information on the subject. However, it seems that since
Fonaocler mentioned their lack of a seminary, it must either have been
e failure, or was destroyed in the late war.i76

Fonacier's Archbishop Fonacler recognized the weaknesses in
Great Hopes
; his Church but was not discouraged by them. He has

great hopes for development and improvement. In an interview with a

newspaper he gave these views:

"Fonacler f£inds inspiration in the fact that some 1,600,C00
Filipinos registered themselves as Aglipayan sympathizers,
if not regular Aglipeyans, during the- taking of the last
census. He thinks that there are more Aglipeyans than
the public generally believes,l?’ that his Church is one
of the better by-products of the nationalistic movement
vwhich had its beginnings in Father Burgos! time. About
twenty out of every one hundred Philippine Island Army
treinees is an Aglipeyan,"178

Herd Vork Fonaecler urged &ll his followers to work unceasingly
Necessary
until every Filipino had been converted to the Aglipayan

Church, He salds

"Let us not rest on our laurels: It 1s rather for us

to be always active and alert, and to work, work,; work.

Let us work unceasingly, with enthuslasm and true faith,

and let us not rest until we have attained the full
realization of those solemn aims which obliged us to

separate from the Church of Rome and to found our own
Philippine Independent Church, which is the true phurzh 179
of the Filipinos, for the Filipinos end by the Filipinos."

175. Cornish, op. git., p. €9. :

176. The later explanation seems the more logloal one, especially when
we realize the enormous destruction, particularly of government buildings
and schools, in Manila.

177. It is quite possible that Fonacler is correct in go thinking, for
lMcLeish in his late work, which is a war time survey of the Philippines,
gives.two and a half million as the number of its adherents.

178. Graphic, October 14, 1940.

179. Menila Bulletin, October 15, 1940.
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One of the weaknesses of the Aglipayan Church had been the enormous
amount of work and responsibility which rested upon the archbishop.
Fonacier, therefore, has determined to reorganize and revitalisze the
offices of the "obispo maximo" so that everyone in the church especially
all bishops and priests, mey be made to work for the church's mdvance-
ment. :

"What we need most, are apostles and ministers of God
rich in faith; hope and charity, enthusiastic and ;
active, because the lessons of history teach us that
it is not the dogmas and doctrines of a church which
most contribute to its triumph but apostles . . .
armed with the faith tga‘b can transport mountains
end divide the sess."! :

"hether the new Archbishop will be able to put his plans into ef-
fect is doubtful, It is certain that the Church will encounter in-
numerable difficulties and much opposition. Whether the Church will
remain as a permanent factor to be reckoned with in the Philippines re-

mains to be seen.

180, Ibid.



Chapter Eight
An Evaluation

The growth of the Aglipayan Church was phenomenal. Within two
years after it was founded it could claim almost three million members.
Vhy was it that the Fﬂipino people were so eager to accept a new Church
offoring 1ittle in the way of & new religion? The Rev. Alvaro Carino,
now missionary in the Philippines, says in his work, "Philippine History
and Civilisation, An Interpretation”, that because of "intense national-
ism brought about by the revolution which started in 1896 end inflamed
by the deaths of their mertyrs, the Filipino mind was prepared for the
concept of liberty end freedom in its trinitarian implications and did
not walt for evangelicsl Protestantism to come.™ o
by the history of the Philippines, for the success of the Aglipayan
movement 1s an -expression of the Filipinos readiness to break away from
the Romen hierarchical system and all its evil implications. The
Filipinog were disgusted with the abuses which they bad been forced to
suffer et the hands of the Spanish Friars, and they realized autiden]y,-
that it was not necessary that they suffer them forever. The revolution

This is borne out

181. Carino, Alvaro, dppine Hi ivilizat ter-
pretation, Chapter 18, p. 153. (Manuscript Copy

8l
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taught them that they could break away from the established authority
of the Roman Church and establish theilr own Church; a Church by, for,
and of Fillpino people.

The Independent movement was, therefore, a bresk from Home and the
Roman system of ecclesiastical tyramny. It was not, as in the case of
the Lutheran Reformation in Germany, a reformation of doctrine and life.’
It was (at least at its begiining) interested purely in socisl reforms,
and thue;om became a soclal reformation.mdize’'Siléssuboupatable-to+-the
reforngiofCwingli-and<Calvin-vhich-wsre-largelx-ecotcidl. Rev. Carino
writess "Here in the Philippines the Filipino leaders were largely con-
cerned with social reforms, and no indication can be given to show that

182 There were

spiritual or religious reforms were a privary concern."
some among its leaders, such as Isabelo de los Reyes, who felt at the
beginning that the Independent Church should formulate a new set of
doctrine. This man was so radical, that he would have cast out every
feature of the Romen Church which had & supernatural espect. But men

of his type were the small minority, and the Independent Church was con=

. tent with social reforms.

In those early deys of the new movement, Aglipay was quite interested
in Protestant doctrine which is shown by the various Protestant features
which did creep into his movement. The Bible was something new to
Aglipay, and once he steted that if he could be shown that the Baptist
Chureh was "the true church of Christ and of the Apostles," he would join

them.183 (Certainly here was the opportunity to give the Independent

182. Ibid.
183- Ilﬂuu"h, oD m.og Pe u".
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movement & Biblical basis, and had this been done the Protestant Church
would have. had a strong beginning in the Philippines. However, it was
a job that required delicate handling, Aglipsy was on the verge of
Joining the Protestants and might have done so, had he not believed that
by so doing he would be putting himself and his followers under the con-
trol of emother foreign ecclesisstical body. If there had been a Prot-
estant leader who could have shomn Aglipay that to join the Protestents
in doctrine and prectice and opposition to Rome, did not imply submitt-
ing to the authority of the Americans, Aglipay, it seems, might have
followed that guidance or direction. But such & man was not present in
those early deys. The Protestent leaders as a whole, were hesitant to
deal with Aglipay, fearing that they would thus be identified with the
revolutionistic features of his movement. Rev. Carino has this intere
esting note: "It seems that the Protestent missionaries hed personal
misgivings on Aglipay's sinecerity. They suspected that the Aglipayan
group vas Just a nationalistic movement. They evidently, in human
weakness, harbored the idea that the natives could not be trusted, at
least not as yet."lel‘
Protestants did not have as much influence on the Independent movement
as one would naturally expect.

When in 1906 the Supreme Court of the Islands ruled that the church
property which the Independents had held in their possession must be re-

Perhaps such was the case, for at any rate the

turned to the Roman euthorities, the Independent Church suffered a
severe blow. That this loss of all their church buildings did not com=
pletely stifle the new movement, proves that it was based on more than

184, Carino, op. git., chapter 18, p. 154.
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natlonalism, The membership of the Church was at this time greatly de-
creased, in fact it was soon cut down to almost half the number it once
cleimed. Yet 1t continued to remain an influence in the Philippines,

and luf.er, contrary to the expectations of the majority of observers,

it staged a bit of a comeback. Certainly this speaks well for Aglipey,
the leader of the Church, and shows that he had a firm hold on his people
end could still claim their loyalty vhen all seemed lost.

The task which .lgl:l.pa:y, the Archbighop of the Church, had on his
hends vas almost overvhelming, The new cht_n-ch was faced with a shortage
of priests and could not supply the men necessary soundly to instruct
its members. Aglipay provided seminaries, of the tutorial type, to the
best of his ability. Often he kad to ordain young boys as priests who
were without more than a short Instruction in the liturgy of the mass.
There wes nothing else that he ecould do. He provided the best that was
possible at the time., The Church had grown too quickly for it to pro-
vide properly educated and indoctrinated priests. Furthermore, it was
a poor church, the rajority of its members coming from the poorer classes,
end therefore it could not afford to bulld seminaries end imposing church
buildings.

When we consider the numerical strength of the Aglipayan Church,
and compare it with the menmbership of the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church,
we f£ind reason to marvel at the success of the Aglipayan Church. Our
Church hag since its beginning possessed seminaries which have provided
capable men for its ministry. Its ministry has growm in proportion to
the growth of the church at large. Not so with the Aglipayen Church -
the demand for priests or ministers came at & time when there were none
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to be had. Our Churchk has btuilt its church buildings according to its
needs, gradually building larger and more coetly buildings. The Aglipsyan
Churech was handicapped in this respect. For the Aglipeyans believed that
the Roman Cstholic churches which they had tsken {rom fome rightfully
belonged to them. WVhen thcee were teken from them, they hsd nothing left,
and no money with which to build new chnrches. If our Church had been
under similar cirounstances, with only one capable leader to direct all
the activities of a church with a membsrghip of more than a million, what
would have been its success? Surely it must be admitted that Aglipay,
struggling under the weight of responsibilities end duties which fell to
him, ddd a good job of managing so large an organization under the olre
ounstences. We could hardly expect more from one man in the way of con-
trol or menagerment, :

Although originelly the Independent Church had es ite aim only e
break from Rome and forelgn ecclesiastical control, it gredually evolved
its omn peculiar set of dnctrinea.. The Protestants lost their chance
to guide the church into proper Biblicsl channels, and graduslly the new
Church drifted into modernism and Hnitarienism. Todsy the Independent
Church denies such dootrines as heaven end hell, the vicarious atonement,
the Trinity, and in genersl, &ll doctrines which do not conform with
science., The Church hes allied itself with sclence and the most extreme
rationalism. It can no more be considered within thé pale of the
Christian Church. And as the Church has degenerated in doctrine, its
followers and even its leaders have degenerated in their morality. The
following is quoted from Carino: "i‘any of the churches are gembling dens
and the priests are nothing more than professicnals who earn their living
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by beptising, marrying, and burying people." >?
The attitude of the Filipinos themselves.regarding the Aglipayan

Church 1s quite interesting, and not at all surprising when one con=
slders the lack of :I.ndoetﬂnation which they have had. In talking with
Fillpinos who have come to Americe and now live here, one finds that
they have & very hazy conception of the dglipeyan Church or in fact of
any church, Most of the Aglipayans who have come to America have auto=
matically joined the Roman Catholic Church, because they feel that it
is the church most closely related to their own Chureh in the Philippines.
There are & few, the better educated people, who know the doctrinal
position of the Independent Church,.and have accordingly either joined
the Unitarlsn congregations in this country, or have jJoined no church
whatever. Undoubtedly the situation is musch the same in the IM:.
Although there has been: an ever increasing number of well educated
Filipinos who accept the modernistic doctrine of the Aglipayan Church,
the majority of them still believe that it 1s almost like the Roman
Catholic Church in doctrine, and therefore we mey say that there are
still meny Christians among the menbers of the Aglipayan Church,

Ken of ouwr Church who have recently returned from the Philippine
Islands, such as the Rev. Theodore Martens, and the Rev, O. H. Schmidt,
foel thet the Aglipayan Church is almost dead, Rev. Martems partiou-
larly had little regard for :bhis Church and stated that it liad little
influence in the Islands today. This view completely contradicts the
hopes and plans of the present Archbishop of the Independent Church,
Santiago Fonacier, who believed that through hard work and more indoc=

185. Ibid., p. 156.
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trination, the church would grow stronger, Fvidently, he has not been
aeble to carry out ths plans which ke proposed.

Furthermore, there seeme to have been a rscent split in the
Aglipeayan Church. It has been impossible to secure information regard-
ing thie schism in the Independent Church, but Mrs, E. K. Higdon, who
spent many years in the Philippines end whose husband is working there
now, writes as followst "I understend that there has been a split in
the Church end that Isabelo de los Reyes,; Jr. is Oblspo Maximo of one
gection, The difficulty, as T understand lt, was collshoration. I'm
gorry 1y information 1s not more exact, but I haven't been able to get
the documents,"8¢

Then Aglipey died, it was predicted that the Aglipayen Church
would die with him, However, it has continued sinece then, elthough it
has cortainly declined in memtership and prestige. That this recent
split will do to the Independent Church remaines to be seen. It may be
that within a few more years the Aglipayan Church will be a thing of
the past.

186. From a letter written to Professor E. C. Zimmermann by lra. E.
K. Higdon, March 25, 1947.
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Ghapter Nine
The Zamora Movement

Of &1l the echisms which the various Protestent Mission bodles in
the Philippine Islands have suffered, the group which broke awey from
the Methodist ILilssion in 1909 is the most important, This church to-
day claims to be the second or third largest of the Evangelical
Churches in the Philippines. Its founder was the Reverend Nicolas
Zamora, the first ordeined Filipino Protestant preacher. The events
wl;ich leed up to the formation of his independent body go back to some
years before the Americen occupation.

Paulino Paulino Zamora is said to be the "Original Protestant®

s of the Filipino people. About the year 1880 he succeeded
in gecuring e copy of the Bible from a Spanish sea captain, and he be-
gan to study 1t.17 By reading the Bible he was converted, and since
he was unwilling to keep the Gospel of grace to himself he invited his
neighbors to study the Bible with him, However, this was during the
period of Roman Catholic sovereighty in the Islands and it wes against
their rules and practice that any laymen should have a Bible in his

187, Lﬂuhch, an. 9!-&., Pe 164
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possession, Therefore, when the Spanish Friars learned that Zamora
had a Bible, and vas not only studying by himself but was also teach-
ing its doctrine to his neighbors, Zamora was seized by the authorities
and cast into prison. After a "trial" he was banished to an island in
the Mediterranean Sea where he remeined until the Americans conquered
the Philippines. During this time his Nicolas Zamora was educated
in Roman Catholic ocolleges and dedicated to the priesthood. Paulino
Zamora ves released and returned to Menila in 1898, the same year in
which his son was graduated, and in which the Americans entered Hanila,

Soldiers Dr. Laubach reports that Nicolas Zamora also became

R interested in the Bible which had caused his father to
be banished, and he studied it secretly while attending the Cetholic
college.15% When Paulino returned home from his benishment he taught
his son Nicolas the Protestant Bible, and both of them became inter-
ested in a Protestant Kission which was being opened in Kanila. In
July 1899, Mr. Arthur Prautch held an institute in Nenila for the
American soldiers. He announced that he would begin conducting Prot=
estant services in the Spanish language at this institute for Filipinos.
The services were conducted with the aid of an interpreter for three
Sundeys, but at the fourth service the interpreter did not appear. By
this time the audience had grown to thirty people, ameng vhom were
Paulino and Nicolas Zamora. Since Mr. Prautch could not speak Spanish
he asked Paulino Zamora to speak. Devins gives the following account
of the service in which Nicoles Zamora became a preacher:

188, I_bﬂo, Pe 1650



"The old man stood up, and though he had stood alome
for religious liberty in the Philippine Islands for
years, and although he had suffered benishment and
the loss of property, he could not speak in publie.
When the trembling father failed to speak to the
people he turned to liicolas and said:s 'Nicolas, you
try.! Hicolas sprang to his feet, read with en-
thusiasm the passage his father had taught him and
told the people he had found peace without the
intercession of the priests. He showed that all
priestly intercession was unnecessary, the way of
1ife being made plain in the VWord of God, and de-
nounced in e vigorous menner the friars for the
vay they taught the Filipino people. 'Nicolss, will
you speak again next Sunday?', seid Er. Preutch as
the young man sat down. !icolas replied: 'It will
give me great pleasure,'"18%

Thus it wes that licolas became a preacher, He was & powerful

_speaker and the news thet he would preach again.drew a large crowd
of Filipino listeners. In a few months tire, he wes preaching at
seven different centers, esnd was the "most widely known, best loved,
and most hated man in I&mﬂa."lgo

zamora As a result of the fervent preaching of this Filipino

i;:maﬁ preacher, hundreds of people heoam Protestants, even
though there was no ordained minister leading them. The ¥ethodists
then called a quarterly conference under Bishops Werme and ThoburnioL
to discuss the problem of supplying these new converte with an ordained
minister, and they considered the possibility of ordaining Nicolas
Zamora as a MWethodist linister. The entire group of recognized
Zamora as a good man, well educeted, married, converted, knowing his
Bible, and an eloquent speaker, but they raised the objection that he

189, levins, gp. cit., p. 307.

19C. Ibid., 1. )

191. Bishop Jemes M. Thoburn of the Hethodist Church was the first
Protestent missionary to arrive in the Islands, having been trans-
ferred frow India,
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did not know Methodism, and therefore it was absurd to think of or-
daining him as a Methodist minister. To this objection, Bishop Warme
answered, "I am going to re;min in lanila a month, and if tﬁat is the"
culy objection I will teach hin Hethodiem.™? This promise prompted
the conference to recommend his ordination. The following is Bishop
Warne's report concerning some feattn;ea of the instruction which he
gave Zamoras 7

"I promised to teach Nicolas Methodism. I do not
Inow how much he learned about Methodism, but I
learned much about Romenism. We studied the doc-
trines and rules of our church, and he was greatly
interested. I said to him: 'You must have Sunday-
School and teach the Bible to your children.!

With knitted brow and darkened countenance he said,
'Do you mean to tell me that I must teach the
Bible to little children? I thought I had gome a
great way in teaching it to adults.' I then told
him the facts about Sunday-Schools in Protestant
countries; and es the idea of thus educating the
children dawned upon him; his countenance changed,
brightening into a smile, indicating intelligent
understanding, and, retaining his Roman Catholic
terminology, he sprang up, caught my hands and
gsald, '"Father Warne, when you come back you will
f£ind our children in Sunday-Schools.! . « « They
now have in Hanile Sunday-Schools end femily wor-
ship, and prayer meetings, class meetings, Bible-
schools, open air preaching, Epworth Leagues,
quarterly and district conferemces and a fully
organized Methodist Church,"193

After his instruction under Bishop Warne, Nicolas Zamora was ore
dained a minister of the Methodist Church by Bishop Thoburn in 1899}94
Zamora's aged father sat in the audience, and after the ordination the
old man rushed forward and threw his arms about Bishop Thoburn, saying

%g;. Ml)evina, 22505&3]0'6 Pe 3080

» o9 PDe - .

194. This :Inte is uncertain, since source materisl is scarce, and
does not give the exact date. However, it was very soon after Bishop
Thoburn had arrived in Manila, since the Methodists felt the urgent
need for a native minister.
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in Spenish the words of Simeon, "Lord now lettest Thou thy servant de-
part In peace. .« . ."195
Kethodists where he studied for several months.

Nicoles was also sent to Wi by the
196

Suecess and After Zamora returned to the Philippines his success
Popularity
as a preacher was phenomenal. In 1902 at a thanks-

glving service he preached for 12,000 persons, among whom were Gregorio
Aglipay end Isabelo de los Reyes. In the chapel at Tondo he converted
many Filipinos, among whom was Dona Narcise Dimagiba. This woman then
went to Atlag where she started a church of her own, directed its
construction, and sent for Zamora to come and dedicate it. This he

did and later dedicated a chapel at Dubat before a thousand peoplc.lg?

His Courage Dr. Laubae.h tells us of one instence which displays
Zamora's great courage and ability as a defender of
the truth, His brother, the presidente of the towmn of Caloocan, in-
vited him to come and give the pecple of that tom their first taste
of evangelical preaching. A great crowd of pecple gathered at the tomn
theater to hear him, and as Zamora himself told it:

"As I was about to conclude my sermon in the theater,
the Filipino (Catholic) priest entered, took hold of
my coat end showed his desire for a discussion, I
finighed my sermon, eand then began a discussion upon
the inutility of preyers. to the saints, accompenying
my arguments with Bible references., The priest was
unable to reply. « . « After a general discussion for
some time, I asked him to select any one of the doc-
trines taught by Romanists, and which would not be
believed by Protestents, to serve as a basls for our

195. Compare Devins, op. git., pp. 305-310.
196. huheh' OD. ﬂ_o’ P- 303,
197. Ibid.
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disouseion, He was unwilling and simply showed mwe
his ignorence in regard to religious matters., After
our discussion I promised to show him, on the follow=-
ing Sunday, all of my Bibles, one translated by Padre
Seio Torres Amat, the Latin Vulgate, the Hebrew, and
the Greek. The following Sunday I took them with me.
Eore than two thousand people who heard the discussion
were walting, Ve walted for the priest for several
hours but he did not leave his convent. Then, ac=-
companied by & great ocrowd, I went to the convent and
showed him ny Bibles, renewing the discussion. . . «
He was unable to reply in any other manner than a
blow directed at my face, which I was able to escape.
Fany desired to avenge the blow, but thanks to the
precaution of the padre in retiring to his room,
trouble wae averted,"l

gz:.;:lt and In the following years, Zamora's fame spread through-
out the Philippines. He preached at every opportunity
in the territory of the Hethodists. He was given "the most difficult
places, because he could transform them into wide open doors in a few
nonths,"?? then trouble aross at Tondo which threatened to split the
church in two Zamora was sent there and soon had all its members
quieted and loyal to him. His spirit of love and his desire to spresd
the Gospel to his people 1s revealed in these his wordss
"There is a great desire in my heart for the salva-
tion of my countrymen. Many are preaching schism
in this field, but I have been able to prevail
against it, end by the grace of God we have not
lost a single member because of it. We have 558
rmembers in full comnection, 102 probationers end
£00 adherents,"200
Zamora's- In 1909 Nicoles Zsmora determined to break away from
Defecotion
the Methodist Church established by the Americans. That
he shoﬂddothipemthoughhehadstruggledagainstthosewhomtad

schisms, and had spoken in words as given above, seems strange. But

198. Ibid.
199. Ibid., p. 304.
200, Mog De 305!
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the demand for self-determinabion and proper recognition became too
gtrong. Dz_'. Laubach says, "Zamora chafed under, the lack of az;precia-
tion which he felt he suffered from foi'eiglers for some yea'u,. and
finally came to the'ooncluaion that the Filipino Church eou.‘ld'move more
repldly if 1t out loose from mission oontrol,n20l A writer of the
Hethodist Ghurch speaks :ln this fashion regarding the reasons, for his
defeotion:
"He became dissatisfied with his ealary, the slowness
of his rise in the Conference, and the growing im-
portance of his fellow Filipino preachers. The
schism was caused pertly by the spirit of the times
in the Philippines, and partly by the personal am=
bition of one man, The Filipino papers are full of
independence talk and it is the theme of the poli-
ticien's eddress. Everywhere the people are told
that they can run their own affairs without inter-
ference from outsiders."202
Evidently personsl feelings and ambition did enter into the ple-
ture to some extent, but by and large it might be said that the de-
fection was the result of the Filipino desire for independence in
Church as well as in state and civil affairs, Zamora was a sincere
end devout Christian, end led the defection because he honestly felt

that it was the best thing for the Filipino Church.

IERELIF ' Zamora called the new church body the Iglesia Evangelica
Yethodists en les Islas Filipinas. (The Methodist Even-
gelical Church of the Philippines). He took .wj.th hinm the larger part
of the membership of the Tondo Church which he was serving, and a few

203
members from sach of the Manila churches, making about 1200 in all.

201.. Ibid. -

202, Farmer, Harry, Ihe Mission the Methodist
Church, p. 36.

203. Ibid.
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At the first meoting of this independent church Zamore wae elected

bishop. Before tho end of the year he olaimed a membership of 3,000.2 %

In his bock Rev. Herry Farmer of the lethodist Church relates that be-
gides the members of the Tondo congregation who followed Zemcra, he
took with him also a few followers in the provinces, where either the

preacher or the people had some slight grievance against the liethodist

churoh.zos Rev. Farmer seems to minimize the new movement saying, "It

is surprising that the Zamora movement received so little support from
the great mass of our Iilipino preachers and people."ao6 That it was
mainly those who felt some grievences ageinst the lMsthodlsts who joined
Zamora in his movement is evidently correct. Dr, Laubach gives this
information:

"Pegtors wvho had grievances, real or imaginary, or
vho felt that their careers were being retarded,
followed their countrymen into the new movement.
¥en too, who had been or who feared that they might
be diselplined because of unbecoming conduct,
Joined themselves with the Zamora movement. Thus
one reads in Methodist reports, that the pastor in
Hagonoy vas 'leaving and going over to the Zamorista
camp, because he harbored 111 feeling toward the
missionaries, because he was refused local ordi-
nation, and because he feared an investigation of
his cheracter at the next conference.!"

Weakness of The weakness in this new movement was the same as |
The Movement ;
that in the Aglipsyasn movement. The IEMELIF (its |

modern nickname) suffered a lack of sufficiently educated leaders.
Nicolas Zemora himself had a fine Spanish education, having attended

204, Leubach, gp. t., P. 305.
205, Farmer, op. git., p. 36.
206. Ibid,

207. Laubach, gp. git., p. 306.
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Catholic colleges, and so also had some of his associates. However,
they all lacked the necessary thaologioul education, having received
none at all or at best, a brief course in the fundamentals of Methodism.
"Nany of the pastors work for their living during the week, and have

no time for pastoral visitation or study. They realize this themselves,
and are eager for a seminary in which they may educate their young men
for the ministry.r2°
until the death of Zamora on September 14, 1914, and since this time

Nevertheless this movement continued to grow

it has remained about even in point of membership. In 1924 it claimed
thirty-nine pastors and a membership of several thw.sannll.zﬂg The most
recent statistical report on its membership states that "this Church
spread to eighteen provinces and todasy is in a sound position, There
are 19 miniete'rs with 64, churches and a membership of 18,719.“210

Its Doctrinal In doctrine and organisation the IEMELIF and the

e mother Hethodist Church are identical, for the ground
of difference was largely nationalistic, "to have freedom of worship
and to show the ability of the Filipinos to lead a brotherhood, the
primary purpose of which is to lead citiszens of the country to the feet
of Jesus.""'' Relations between the two bodles has been greetly improved
since the founding of the new body. At first there was such antagonism
between the two bodies, that the Roman Catholics pointed to it in scorn
as an example of the weakness of the Protestants. The diviaion of the
church also had the evil effect of making it hard to interest the un-

208. Ibid,
209. Rodgers, op. git., p. 176.

210. McLeish, Alexander, A Chrigtisn Archipelago, p. 18.
2ll. Ibid.
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churched people in attending church services. Some thirteen years
later, however, "the bitterness of former days cooled. In some in-
stances pastors of the two denominations hold joint evangelistic ser-
vices. The day of complete regoncﬂia‘bion if not reunion seems not
far distant,n2L?

Summazry, The spirit of independence and desire for freedom of
Evaluation
all foreign control is strong in all Filipino hearts,

and 1t was this feeling of nationalism, as well as the personal feelings
of its leaders that lead to the organisation of the IEMELIF, The de=
sire to show the abllity to carry on chureh work without help from
abroad is a worthwhile purpose, one which all church bodies whieh do
misslon work in the Philippines must bear in mind, and seek to put in-
to operation. In the lMethodist Church, the missionaries were not ready
to give complete independence to the Filipino clergy, for they felt
that the native pastors were not yet ready for such freedom. This may
be true, but the Methodist missionaries could have and should have made
greater efforts to further the formztion of en indigenous church. The
spark which set off the :lndependen't movement which resulted in the
Independent liethodist Church was based on personal desire for recogni-
tion and advancement end perhaps even spite. But the desire to escape
from the authority of ministers from a foreign land is perfectly naturel,
and unlees vigorous steps are taken to maintain the proper relation
between the foreign mis'slonary and his native co=-workers, making clear
the ultimate purpose of establishing an indigenous church, such schisms

212. Laubach, op. eit., p. 306.
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can and will occur :I.nanyohurclla‘body. Such schisms often bring with
them bitter feelings, (as did this Zamora movement) which causes an
offense to Christiens and becomes a barrier to the unchurched. The
sltuation in the IEMELIF body has greatly improved since its early
days, and it has done mmch good work in preaching and spreading the
Gospel, At present it is firmly established and it should continue to
grow in size and influence in the Philippine Islends. In 1931 this
body joined with twelve other independent church bodies to form the
Tondo Union. This Union pleased many of the missionaries and Dr,
Rodgers wrote: "It is hoped that this church (Tondo Union) will unite
with our United Evangelical Church." L3 Whether this union movement
will have good or evil effects upon the IEMELIF remains to be seen.

213. Rodgers, op. ¢it., p. 179.



Chapter Ten
Other Independent Bodies

Le Iglesia Once schisms had begun':l.n the Philippines, others
Triniteria
seemed to arise periodically. The Iglesia Evangelica

liethodigta (the Zemora Church) has suffered a schism from its body.
This movement, called the Iglesia Cristisna Trinitaria, or La Iglesia
Trinitaria, (Trinitarian Christian Church) wes headed by Diosdado
Alverez. The reasons for separation are given by the secretary of
this body who states, "We separated not from personal feelings, but
because their interior and outside affairs rest solely upon one per-
son, called the Bishop-superintendent, which practice does mot meet
with our approval." The new Church is ruled by a board of directors
headed by an elder, instead of having a supreme bishop. High tributes
have been pald to Rev. Moises Buszon, who in 1922 was the elder of the
board of directors of the Chmrch. The secretary of this Church body
also says concerning its dootrines, "We have no particular doctrines
excepting those of the mother Church, Methodist." The Iglesia
Trinitaria had not long been in existence before it too suffered a
schism, It had a small membership and after the new schism it was left

with only ebout 500 :l:eml:e:'s.zM

21}, The quotations and much material in this peregraph is from
Laubach, op. git., p. 307.
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Iglesia The group which broke away from the Trinitarian Church,

i headed by the Rev. Pedro Castro, called itself the Iglesies
de Dios, or, The Church of Gode This body 1s the granddaughter of the
Zamora Church and the great-grandchild of the Methodist Church and
follows the Methodist dootrines. Rev. Jemes B. Rodgers says in his
bock that he did not know the resson for this second schism, and that
both Rev. lolses Buzon and Rev. Pedro Castro were "most devoted and
wost beloved for their splendid services."~ ” Acocording to Dr. Laubach,
there were in 1922 a dozen ordained pestors and about three humdred
members in this cl:nn:'eh.216 |

Iglesia de los The very first group which broke away from the
Cristianos Vivos
parent Methodist Church was the Iglesia de los

Cristianos Vivos. This occurred in Bulacan Province in 1905 when a
few congregations denounced the author;l.ty of the Methodist Episcopal
Conference. They call themselves The Church of the Live Christians,
or the Religion Evangelica Filipina de los Cristiasnos Vivos. An unore
dained preacher named Manual Aurora, "chafing under what he regarded
as an inadequate sslary, organised a socisty, the avowed purpose of
which was to separate from the Nethodist lMiseion." He withdrew from

against the Church, but being influenced by Aurore's arguments for in-
dependence in church affairs. This was known as the Baliuag Revolt
(the name of the town where Aurora had been pastor) 27 g group

215. ‘Rodgers, op. glt., p. 177.
216, Lavbach, op. 2&., p. 307.
217. Quotations and much material in this parsgraph is from Laubach,

gp. git., p. 301.
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has since disappeared, absorbed by later branches or withered away be-
28 The movement spread for
a time, and Laubach lists some of their major doctrines, as follows:

"To respect and admit all sorts of religious belief

ang graaotioe, provided it is not contrary to morality
an We

To love God and one's own race and nation,

To recognize natural law as the ruling power in nations
and individuals as in all the world.

To strive for the triumph of Filipino Christianity, and
for the salvation, proggerity, strength, and security
of the Filipino race."219 :

cause it has no real reason for existence."

Later on Aurora came to the conclusion that since God was love,
He would not punish anyone for their sins., Naturally this led to im=
morality eand es a result many of the better members fell away and or=
genized another Church, which they called the Iglesia Naclonsl Filipina,
which was officially registered in 1910.220
Leonardo Santos.

The group wes led by

Philippine In 1933 the Nethodist Church suffered another schism,

g;::ocgm which resulted in a strong indepéndent Church., At the
Annual Conference of the Hethodist Church, the Rev. Cipriano Nevarro-—-
made the following motion:s "Whereas the course of events has made 1t
clear that connectionalism with the General Conference in America and

supervision of our churches in the Philippines provided by such & Con=

ference is no longer a source of true inspiration and wise leadership,
I, therefore, move that we here and now declare ourselves independent
from the General Gonference of Anerica."??? The Conference was split

218, Rndgers, DD g’_-'!o, P. 176.

219, Laubach, gp. git., p. 301.

220, Ibid.

221. "The Rt. Rev. Cipriano Navarro, Bishop of the Philippine Hethodist
Church, has been etected executive secretary of the Philippine Federation §
of Fvangellcal Churches.” From Shanghsi Evening Post end Meroury,Narch 1,1946.

222- "chish,gn.gﬁ., p. 18. -
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into two perties for some missicnaries felt that this motion should
be urrigd, while the majority felt that the motion wes out of order.
The Filipino clergy as well as six or more missionaries felt that it
was time to make a complete break with the American Conference and to
set up an altogether Independent Church. Dr. Fodgers of the Preshy-
terien Church, who was in the Ialandg at that time writes, "The move-
ment was started on complaint when the special committee of general
conference vetoed en act of the local Methodist (:t:mfe!.'e:me.“za3

Extent of When the conference did not approve the motion for-

g separation, thirty-eight ministers end prominent laymen,
Joined by six American missionaries, proceeded to establish a new
Church called the Philippine Methodist Church. In 1941 this Church
had 87 congregations in fifteen provinces under sgix auper:lntenhmts.
Its workers include 64 pastors, 34 women workers and 107 lay preachers,

and its Christian constituency numbers 12,000.224

Iglesia de los In 19121914 the Presbyterians experienced the
g‘g:;ii;?: first schism which affected their church. The
causes which gave rise to this division again have mothing to do with
dootrine, nor in this case, practice. Dr. Rodgers, who was the mission-
ary stationed in HManila and Cavite where the schism grew, tells us that
nfalse reports published in the local papers about a speech of mine
(Dr. Rodgers) in the United States were a cause of division in the

Cavite churches." 2’ The Presbyterien Ammual Report of 1915 gives a

223. Rodgers, gp. glt., p. 10.
224 Ho‘l-e.‘llh, OD. ﬁo, P 18,

225, Bodgu'a, OD. ﬁo’ P 178,
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discussion of the reessons which gave rise to this schism, and quotes

the following statements made by some of the schismatlcs: "We feel the
oriticism of our fellow country men who seid we are amti-patriotic and
belong to a church, officered by Americans." "We desire to show
Americens our capabilities as Filipinos in managing our own affairs in
the churches." "We wish to fulfill the instruction you are giving us
that we should support ourselves." "Elder was trying and very
domineering." "Elder returne.d from the Convention and told us
that 1t was best for us to separate." 2 The mein cause of this separe-
tion is said to be a desire to have a truly Filipino church, a church
self-propagating, selfegoverning, and self-supporting. This schism was
begun by four of the larger Presbyterian churches in Cavite Provinee and
these four united with a few smaller groups or congregations in Risal
and Laguna Provinces, and formed the Iglesia de los Cristianos Filipinos.
The group is commonly called the Cristianos Filipinos, or, in English,
227 pr. Laubach seys concerning

the Church of the Christian Filipinos.
this organiszation: "In spite of the fact that it was a movement of igno-
rant people led by poorly trained pastors, it bas persisted and con=
tinued to grcw."zzs The Filipino minister who led this group to form
an independent organiszation was Rev. Gil Domingo. The Church is still
strong in number, being one of the largest independent Filipino Churches

in the Islands.229 It was incorporated in 1919.230

226. Laubach, OD. eit., p. 308,

227. Cf. Rodgers, op. ﬂio, P- 172,

228, Laubach, op. .O_j-_ﬁu, Pe 307.

229. Neither Laubach nor Rodgers give the number of followers which
-this body could claim, but Rodgers in his book says, "The largest number
(of thirteen independent bodies who formed a union) were the first named
(the Cristienos Filipinos) who had left our Presbyterien group twenty
years ago (1913)." Rodgers, gp. git., p. 179

230. I.au'baoh, ODe g!-'l_-, Pe 309.
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Schism Became The Presbyterians feel that the formation of the
SmesEioe cristianos Filipinos beceme a blessing to them, be-
cause 1t led them to reorganize in a way that prevented further schisms.
The break away from the American body by the Rev. Gil Domingo naturally

caused excitement and a feeling of rebellion and egitation in Preshy-
terian éburches throughout Presbyterian fields. Therefore, to forestall
further movements of independence, the Preshyterian Conference on Octo-
ber 8, 1914 resolved to withdraw from the jurisdiction of the Presby-
torian Church in the United States of America end become the Evangslical
Church of the Philippines (Independent Presbyterien) a truly independent
Filipino Church., This step was taken with the comsent of the American
Synod, and to accentuate the feeling of Filipino independence, the cleri-
cal miesioneries ceased to be members of the mother Church and became
members of the new orgenization.?X In 1929 this body became part of
the United Evangelical Church of the Philippine Ial:ands.z?’2

Church of The In 1916 the Church of the Christian Filipinos
New Jerusalem
suffered a schism within its own body. This time
Ildefonso Agull and ten others established a emall church which they
called the Church of the New Jerusalem, and opened communications with
the Swedenborglene in America,?>>

Iglesia Evengelica  In 1933 another larke independent Church was
Unida de Cristo
formed by pastors and congregations which sepa-
rated from the lethodists and Presbyteriasns around Msnila.

231. Cf. Rﬂdgarsg OD. m.. P. 172.

232. M.’ P 176-
233. hubach' wide Li!o, p. 308.
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lcLelsh gives the following statistics: "This has now spread to twelve
districts and has 150 ministers of whom 97 are ordained., It has a mem-
bership of 50,000 (?) and is called Iglesia Evangelica Unida de Crista
(1gE00)"** Rodgers says this Church is carrying cn its work with seal
and promise of effective serv:lee.235

Iglesia Ni Another falrly large Church was formed by Felix lanalo, :

e who had served for a year as an evangelist of the Di-
sciples Mission and later he served a year as a worker with the Seventh
Dey Adventists. The body formed was called the Iglesia ni Cristo, which
Rodgers says is not to be confused with the "Iglesia de Cristo (Disci-
ples)"226 shile Dr. Laubach refers to it as "the Church of Ghrist".>>'
It is commonly called the Fanalista Church. They are eclectic in doc-
trine, drawing their teaschings from many sources. Rodgers says they
"suddenly decided that the doctrine of the déity of Christ is incorrect
« « « They are the group who are taught that their leader is the angel ,

; 238
promised in Rev. 7, 2, who is to seal the 144,000." ;

Other The above are the most important of the Independent
e Churches formed by the nationalistic Filipinos, There
are many of them which are not even recorded in any statistics, Bir.
E. K. Higdon, en outstanding missionary of the Diseiples' Church stated
that they have grown like trees from seeds that have fallen on fertile

23‘. mmiﬂh, ﬂ- Ei_t.’ p- 20.

235- mdgera, [+) ] mc’ P 180.

236, Ibid., p. 179. lr. Henry Aradanas, himself a native Ilocano,
states that "ni" is a hybrid term derived from the Ilocano and
Pangasinan languages, and which means "of™.

237. Lauh.(,h, en.ﬂt.’ Pe 309.
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2
so:l.'l..39 Many of these are small and have only one or a few congrega=

tions, but all are indigenous.
Statistics By 1923 twenty-two independent Evangelical churches
In 1923 .
had been organized. Of these nineteen were duly in-
corporated. The following list of those incorporated is taken from
Laubach's book, The names are translated from the Spanisham

1. The Evangelical Methodist Church in the Philippine Islands

(Rev. Nicoles Zemora end 13 others) IEMELIF 1909
2« The Evangelicel Christian Church
(Victoriano Francisco) 1910
3. National Church
(Leonardo Santos) 1910
4. Independent Philippine Church of Pandeean 1912
5, Trinitarian Christian Church
(Diosdado Alvares y Crusz) 1913
6. Church of Christ (Iglesia Ni Cristo)
(Felix Manalo) 1914
7. Church of Christ The Savior
. (¥arcelino Brioso = & barber - and others) 1914
8. Evangelical Religion of Living Christiens
(Manual Aurora and 2 others) 1915
9, Church of Jesus Christ of the New Jerusalem
(T1defonso Aguli and 10 others) ; 1916
10. The Modern Philippine Indepemdent Church
(Jose Gamataro) 1917
11, Church of Jesus Christ the Son of God
(iarcelino Brioso and seven others) . 1918
12, Christian Church
(11iguel Garcia) : 1918

239. Hcllaish’ ODe 2!‘_".. P 2l.
240, I-aubach, ODe m., Pe 309.

o R T O I R I R e R PITe 0 D O P RN P ey T N et T et | = sl



13, Church of the Christien Fﬂi.p:l.nos

(G411’ Domingo) 1919
14. Church of Christ Eternal

(Valentine Lavaerino and 4 others) : 1919
15, Churoh of God

(Pedro Castro) 1920
16. Apostolic Evangelicel Christien Church

(Vincente Baltasar y Santos) 1920
17. Glorious Christian Church

(Clemente M. Crus) . 1920

« Evangelical Church

(Cornelia Pineda and 11 others) 1921
19, Reformed Philippine Church 1921

Besides these churches which were listed in 1923, there are many
others which have since sprung up, as well as a large number of semi-
Christian churches, such as the Iglesia Rizalina, the Government of
the Church of Ghrist in the Philippines, and the Guard of Homor. 4%

Legionerios Although this organisation is not properly speaking
s an independent cimroh movement, yet as a labor move=

| ment it is a secret soclety and a religion, and is meeting the religious
needs of thousands of persoms, It had great political power in the
Iglands and claimeld 60,000 members.” The Roman Catholic Archbishop has
recognized this 'body by anathematising the organization and has refused
to bury eny person who joins its membership. Dr. Leubach lists its
teachings and creed, and since they typify the Filipino idealism of the

241, M_u Pe 310,
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present times, they are included in this papers

"Teachings
Believe in on God who created the world.
Sow not 111 will to reap the good.
Love your country, defend her, and save her by fighting
against viece."

"Creed

1. Love God and your country more than yourself = God,
because he is the coreator of all; your country, be-
cause to it we owe life, liberty, and peace.

2, Love 1s found in good acts; Love is not found in evil
geaigna and acts; Love inspires everyone to do noble
-deeds. R

3. A laborer is a human being with honor and a soul even
as the rich and the king.

4. He who depends upon others is deprived of the means
that would save him: Self-help.

5. In any fight, the one between the poor end the rich is
alvays unequal, For that reason and above all, it is
the duty of the poor to unite and be firm, for from
that means Strength and Power are obtained.

6. All are brothers. Nations have no boundaries. The
world is our birthplace. But it is not bad to do
anything for the peace and comfort of a country where
we, our children, and our children's children live.

7. A1l political parties and religious sects are equal.
They 211 have one aim., So it is strictly prohibited
by the Legion to talk or discuss matters pertaining
to them.

8. Politics devoid of partisanship and sectionalism,
politics for the welfare of the commmity is tolerated
and should be welcomed, embraced, that is, it is al-
lowed as part of the mission of the Legion, it being
the meane to real Freedom and Brotherhood.

9. To stir and improve Humanity to a common end is the
real duty for every free man.

10. To imitate psople of good character, love the weak,
get rid of evil, and never envy anyone. Never de-
spise your erring brothers, teach them; respect and
love the old, the young, and the orphans.

11. Be a good citisen., Because of that, help the strangers
and never take advantage of their wesknesses.

12. Respect and love your parents, consider your wife as a
true help-mate in happiness or in misfortunes, and love

* her as you love yourself. Educate your childrem, for

in Education and Efficiency lie the liberty and happiness
of the children. A child who 1s taught, while young, in
the path of good examples, 1s a credit to his father and
his country.



13+ Respect end' defend your &:ﬁiety, for all that you

can do for your Soclety is your honor and oredit.

A person who despises his own soclety tends to

ruin 1t and cannot hope for it to be respected and

honored by other socleties."242

There are many such societles active in the Philippine Islands

today. They have sprung up as a result of the need for improvement in
both socisl end religlous 1ife, That the Filipino pecple accept such
teachings as these as their religion demonstrates the need for a pure
religion ~ the need for a church which teaches and bullds on the solid

foundatlon of the Scriptures.




Chapter Eleven
Conclusion

There is much that the missionaries of the Missouri Synod who go
to the Philippines cen learn from the history of the Independent
Filipino church movements. We can observe in that history the ten=-
dencies of the Filipinos in regard to their churches, and their nation-
alistic attitude which 1s carried into their church life, end cerry on
our mission work accordingly. The spirit of nationalism is strong in
the Filipino heart, end it must be given consideration when we seek to
bring them into the Lutheran GChurch.

Our missionaries to the Philippines will encounter people who be-
long to or have belonged to the various church bodies included in this
peper. Espeocilally will they encounter those who have had considerable
contact with the Aglipeyan Church, Therefore we must know the beck-
ground of these churches and the spirit which led to their establish-
nent. If we wish to reach people who have fallen away from these bodies,
especially from the Aglipayan Church, we must know their past history
that we may understend their needs,

The chief lesson that we can learn from the story of the Indepen-
dent Church is the need for a firm indoctrination of members in regard to

-
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what the Bible teaches. The Aglipeyan Church could present only a neg-
at:l.;e program of protest against Roman Catholic oppression and practice.
We must present a program of positive instruction, based on the sound
prinoiples of the Gospel. After the revolution of 1896 and the in-
surrection against the Americans, there was & great vacuum in Tespect
to spiritual food in the Philippines. The Aglipeyan Church was not
able to £ill that vacuum with its program of protest end denial. The
Protestant Churches which entered the Islands shortly thersafter were
able to £ill it only in part since they did not reach sufficient people
and also since their program of evangelization and Bi.blical‘ instruction
was weakened beuauge of their unionistlc tendencles, There is an even
greatar need for sound Bible instruction and Christian indoctrination
in the Philippines today since the last World War has ravaged the land,
destroying the majority of its educational facilities. The land is in
great need of the living Christian faith in the Redeemer which our
Church is able to give it. We can provide them with a sound Biblical
foundation.

Yet our missionaries must also be prepared to meet the diffioculties
which are bound to arise when our Filipino brothers feel the need for
greater freedom and independence. ¥We do not want to begin our work in
the Islands, only to find in later ysars five or six different Lutheran
organizations which have broken awaey from our Church to set up their
own :I.ndependent churches, Therefore we must be excaed:lngly.earefnl not
to allow our Filipino coworkers to feel that they are merely assistents
under the domination of a foreign ecclesiastical body. Ve should from
the outset teach clearly the doctrine of the Church end the office of
the ministry, and in practice permit both to grow up side by side. If
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our n:.sai.onaries will themselved be clear on the doctrine of the Church
then the native pastor will feel right at-home in his own nstive Church
and he will not need to serve under a foreign misslonary and under a
nission director in an office in & foreign country end build up a for-
elgn mission in the Philippines. This would also imply that the members
of the native church learn their responeibilities in the church for
support and in expansion. We must conduct a program which will make
the Filipinos feel that they ere working together with us, and we wikh
them, with the ultimate aim of establishing a truly Filipino Lutheran
Church.

We must seek to builld an irdigenous Lutheran Church, never for a
moment forgetting the policy of sound indoctrination which has been the
heritage of the Lutheran Church. Problems definitely wii] arise if
some of our Filipino pestors feel that they are being held down by an
American church body. Perhaps it might be best that we adopt the
"Intra Muros" policy whioh the United Brethren missionaries followed
in the Fhilippines. Their policy was that the missionary work within
the indigenous church, sharing with his native brethren the triaels and
responsibllities of building up strong churches. l'l'.' any rate we must
meke the Filipinos foel that the Church we establish among them is
their Church, a truly Filipino Church for the Filipino pecple to be led
by Filipino ministers. Of course, it will be necessary for a while
thet the missionary be the leader and guide, especially at the begimm=-
ing, but the purpose must be to establish a Church-by, for, and of the
Filipinos, a Church which the Filipino can proudly claim as his omn
which he would give to his fellow oountry@. Where ?ur mnissionaries
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establish en indigenous church and supply it with indigenoue workers
who with their people will feel it 1s their church under the great
Shepherd of Souls, there will be no room for the modern=day ultra-
nationalistic spirit. This is Christian, and hence is Lutheran. This
is what the Filipino desires and we have the set-up according to the
Scripturcs that fits into his thinking, Let us work "while it is day.
The night cometh when no man can work." (John 9, 4).
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