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readlng an outline of each book with goals to look for would
be very uelpful,” according to Dr. Thomas.Y: Following his

own sugpgestion, he presents such an outline for every book in

the Bible in his Nethods of Bible Study,52 which mignt be used

with profit in connection with the book method of Bible atundy.
To choosé an example or two at random, we note that in Genesis
loses has recorded ten famlly records from Adam to Jacob and
Josepn. It 13 also the book of origins, chiefly of creation,
man, the Sabbath, marriage; sin, grace, races and the chosen
people.és To road Genesls from one of these viewpoints will
give tae reading a cdefinite objective., Or we migat look Into
the Wew Testament, e.g., &t the Eplatle to the Romans. A
mmber of outlines have been offered for tals book, but Thomas
sugzoats considering this analysis in reading and re-reading
Romuns:

Tneme: The Righteousness of God

Introdnetion, Caapter 1:1=15

1. Righteongness required by God because of ain,
1:16-=-5:20 )

2. Rignteousness provided by God in ghvrist, 35:21-26

5. Rizhbeousneas received through falth, 5:27=-30

4, RWghtecnaness antlclpated and illustrated in the
0l Testament, 4:1-25 .

5. Rignteousness realised in personal experience, 3--&

6. Riznteousness re jected by tne self-righteous Jews,
J==11

7. Riinteouauess manifested in dally living, 12:1--
15:15 54

flonclusion, 15:14--16:27.

5l. Tnomas, OP. Glt., Pe 23.

32. ef. also Wartin ldegland, op. olt.
S5. Thomas, loc. cit.

S4. Ibid., p. 47.




Such an outline can be a great aid to the reader in using
the book wmethod of Bible study.

One of tac bca‘c. suggestions us to aims in Bible reading,
also in using this wmethod, 1s given by Dr. Theo. Huggenvik
in his ook, Your Xey to the Blble. Taroughout nis volume he
points out that the oéntral theme of the entire Bible is Re-
demptlon. =Hvery book of the Bible points to this greazt cen-
tral fact. To discover Jjust how that happens in each caze ls
the . quaest of every reader of the books of the Bible. He will
£ind the promisc of redemption, e.3., throughont the Penta-
teuch, and more specifically the manner oi redemption in Ex-
odus, redeuption by shedding of blooé in Leviticns, tae cross
foresihadowed in umbers, and redeéption in a fature prophet
in Denteronscmy.?9 Similarly Huggenvik shows now every book
of the Bible ties up with Onrist's redemptlon o the world.
To discover these taings for himself 1s one of the greatest
Joys of the Christian who reads his Blble.

another nseful suggestion for the use of the book metnod
1s made by Prof. Jove, namely, to read books together. Uhat
he means by tals can pernaps be explalned best by some of his
examplas. RBooka that deal with the same period of hlatory
will cast 11zt on each other, 0.g., Judges and Ruth, or Kings
and Chronicles, or the four Gospels, and can, therefore, be

read advisedly in conjunction with eacn other. There 1s also

35. Theo. Huggenvik, Your Key to the Bible, pp. 7-24.
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an lnterrelation of books of teashing witn books of uistory,
©ef5e, the prophets with Filngs or Chronicles, or in ths HNew
Testament, Panl's eplstles and Acts. Dooks of similar themes
mlgnt bo correlated in reading, e.g., Amos and Hosea, Joel and
Zephanian, Leclesliastes and Proverbs, or in the Hew Testament
Lphesisns and Colossians, 1 Timotay and Titus, tae Gospel of
Jolm and niz three eplstles, Jude and 2 Peter. Or similar
thenes mignt be studied in contrast, e.g:, lizanam and Jonah in
relation to the olty of Hlneveh, or Leviitlcus and Hebrews in
relation to tie priesthood. ilany simllar sugpestions arc made
in Prof. Iove'!s book regarding this particular subdivision in’
tne book wmetiod of Pible reading and atudy.36 Tals type of
correlation can e very heljzfnl to the Blble stndent.

The gquestlion may occur to some who are interesied in be-
ginning to use the book method, "Which book shonld I read
Tirste™ The order of reading books is rather lmmaterlal, yet
this suggestion might be passed on. Franels Carr 3tifler,in

LEvery lianls Book, suggests the following order %o get started,

particularly if an individual is not too well acquainted witha
the Bible: ark, Luke, fActs, John, Matthew, tinen sorie of the

0lé Testament books and ilew Testament epistles.37 Such a list-
ing is somewnat arbitrary, but sowe recsders nay find 1t useful

in pursuing this important method of Bible reading.

36- Love, 22_- Oitn’ Pp. 65-74-
S7. Stifler, op. cit., D. 109.
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"he sincere Bible reader will give the book method
hls -honest consideration and use, although on oceasiocn it
may conswme riore of ls time than will some of the othsr
methods. Keeping in mind, howsver, that God gave us the
Bible by boolks, e will be hapoy to glve God the opportu-
nity He waabts to talk to him and wlll read his Blble, at

least puart ol the tims, by books.
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ITI. The Chapter ijetnod.

"Road through the Bible once a yoar" is the volicy fol-
lowed by many Bible readers. An explanation of and an appeal
for thls plan 1s presented by Dr. P. E. Kretzmann. He writes:

Wac best plan accordlng to the opinion of many
auncecessful Blble students is to read the Blble once
every yeur. 'Thls 1s the plan which nas besen acoepted
Ry tne Walther Leagne, and in numerous cases it 1s
fouad %o be very successful. Tals means that thres
cnapters are read on every week-day ancd flve on ev-
ery Sunday. If we divide Ps. 119, with ita 176
versea, into eight parts, tnereby increasing the
ninier off Bible chapters by 7, the plan proposed
wlll just it lato one year of Blble-reading. Taere
<re varions advantages connected witn this system
of stuidying the PBible. There is a definite begin-
ailng and a definlie goal. One begins on January 1
with Gen. 1, and conclundes on December 31 with Rev.
22. DBoth the bezinning and the end of the year's
study is very appropriate to the particular occasion.l

A simllar taree-scnapter-a-day plan has been déveloped by
Dr. Joan R, Sampey. He suggests that the reader put taree
bookmarks into nias Bible wanen undertaking this- plan, one at
Gsnesis, one at Job, and one at the beginning of the Kew Testa-
ment. Thsn by reading one chapter a day ln each sectlon, in
520 days he will have read the Old Testament once, the lew
Testament twice, plus some Favorlte chapters three or four
times. Tnese extra readings of Tavorite chapters are made

possible by the fact that there are only 456 chapters from

l. P, E. Kretzmann, op. cit., p. 6.
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Genesis to Lather inclusive and 488 from Job to ifalachl, butb
520 chapters in two readings of tho Hew Testament. 7“hus,
while tne reader completes tae Wew Testament tae second time,
he substitutes nls favorite chapters for the 0ld Testament
readings af'ter ne nas finished each section tnere.Z

It might be sald Tor the Sampey plan tanat the slmultaneous
reading from three dlrferent sections of the Bible will pernaps
tend to liven the reading because of the varlety. In the first
plan suggesited, nowever, tie reader may have a betier opportu-
nity to gain a clear taought connection in three conseocutive
cnapters taan will the person readinp; from varlous sectlions of
the Bible. Incldentally, the Rev. Fredrick D. iledermeyer
sug ests in 2 magasine article tnat the pastor who 1s following
a chapter plan of reading for nis congregation night do well
to publisn tho chapters for the week in his Sunday bulletin.?

Anotner suggestion in tne same article points out to us
the colef’ danger involved in following a three-chapter-a-day
or similar plan of Bible reading. Taat suggestion is that the
person who £alls to read the three chapters for a certaln day
(or the Five on a Sunday) wmst read that portlion twice on the
following day. Rev. Hledermeyer contends that tinls "prevents

forgetiing® and gives a "double plessing."? That thls penalty

would preveat forgetting to one wio 18 conscientiously follow-

Ing such a plan can nardly be denied. But that 1% wounld give

: an for Readl the Bible.
2. .John R. Bampey, A Good Pl D o Eeric themﬁible D 1 the

3. Fredrick D. Wledermeyer, = X -
Ilome'n l‘.EnndyG]:':ible Intit‘qte :-Eon'bhly. LXXVIII (.'IOV- 1967), 125.

4. IVTG.-
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a double blesaing--at least in the majority of cases--is ogen
to question. It seems that the tendency under such a systen
wonld be to view Lhe reading of a certain number of chapters
of the BEible cach day mch as the Pharisees in llew Testament
times folt about thneir ceremonial lavis,--that thils 1s sometning
walein must be done becamse of the personal beneflts whica will
acecrue from it. Tails attltude conld make of the Blble some-
wnat of a fetish--tha danger referred to at ithe begimming of
tais paragrapn. To benelit spiritually, the Cnristian dare
not become a slave to & method in his Bible reading, reading
only for wveading's sake. The indlvidual who follows the some-
waat stereotyped methods outlined to read tarongh the Bible in
a year is strongly subjected to such toendencles since imman
beinzs all too easily become creatures of habit. Tais danger,
of eour;e, need not exlist foé every Caristian, but a person
followiny sush a plan should be strongly on nls gnard against
it and might do well to ask himself wactner this is really tie
bost way Tor hlm to read his Blble.

Althouga the plans ontlined ewbody rmch of woab is tnought
of in connection with a "ohapter" reading of thoe Blble, they
do not include everything. Sone Bible students may read only
one chajter a day, rather thun three or five. These chapters,
agaln, wmay be consecutive or chosen at random. Or »osslbly
more than one day may be glven to one chapter.

Phe advisabllity of any chapter plan of reading the Bible

1s somewhat contested, both pro and con. One of" the strongest
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testlmonies in favor of it 1s made by Dr. Wilbur Smith, who
says that tne chapter divisions we have in our Bible are per-
fect dlvisions for daily devotions. o suspects that tihe Holy
Spirit led Cardinal Hugo to divide the Bible thus.® On the
othor hand, notice tals statement by Julian Price-Lavez

A second popular way of reading the Bible is by
chapiter (lvislons. Thls may be done in order or . « .
at random. How sometimes a chapter of the Blble 1s
a unig in itsell and a real messapc may come f{rom
this way of reading, as for example, the 55th chapter
of Isaian with lts gracioms invlitation. But more
often a chapter belongs in a larger setiting--a story
or a discussion or a teaching. To stop at the end
of tha sscont¢ caapter of the Gospel of lark, Jjust be-
cause iy ia the end of a cuupter, is to stop in the
midst of Jesus! presentation of the Sabnatn to the
Paarisces of the Gallilean synagogues. To begln at
the beginning of even so famous a chapter as the thir-
teenth of I Corintniang is to miss tine point out of
whica 1t grows in the last few veraes of the twelith.
Tae twentietin chapter of Exodus with its presentatlon
of’ the "en Commandments has suffered greatly by being
severed from tne nlneteentn, whicn describes the set-
ting of awe in the midst of which the commandments’
vere ziven. Chapter divislons, like verse divisions,
are an experlent of the church, devised in tne middle
ages Tor coavenlence of reference, bmi never intended
a3 stopping points in reading. Tney sometimes re-
present nappy divisions 1n thougat and sometimes taey
do not. A chapter may even begin in the middle gf a
sentence, as in the case of tne 22nd chapier of the

Book of Acts.?

Tae trme usefulness of the chapter divisions undombtedly
lies somewhere between the extreme views of those wno nold taab
this 1s the best metnod of Blble reading and those who nold 1t

is practieally msoless. Tals statement can be clarified by

5. Smith, op. cit., p. 5l.

. Love, Op. cit., PD. 11-12. > ; f

7. To counteract tnls shortcoming of chapler divislons,
Love suggests "unit of thougnt" dlvisions, wiich will be dis-

cnssed in another chapter.




