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reading an outline of each book with goals to look for would 

be very helpful," according to Dr. Thomas.“ Following his 

own sugzestion, he presents such an outline for every book in 

the Bible in his Methods of Bible Study, 92 which might be used 

With profit in connection with the book method of Bibles study. 

fo choose an example or two at random, wo note tnat in Genesis 

Moses has recorded ten family records from Adam to Jacob and 

Joseph. It is also the book of origins, chiefly of creation, 

man, the Sabbath, marriage, sin, grace, ryces and the chosen 

people.%9 To read Genesis from one of these viewpoints will 

Give tac reading a definite objective. Or we mignt look into 

the New Testament, e.g., at the Epistle to the Romans. A 

mumber of outlines have been offered for this book, but Thomas 

suggests considering this analysis in reading and re-reading 

Romans : 

“neme: The Righteousness of God 

Introduction, Chapter 1:1-15 

1. Righteorsness required by God because of sin, 

1:16--3:20 
2. Righteousness provided by Goé in Christ, 6:21-26 

5. Risnuteousness received through faith, 5:27-50 

4, Righteousness anticipated sand illustrated in the 

OlG Testament, 4:1-25 = 

5. Righteousness realised in personal experience, 5--& 

6. Righteousness rejected by tne self-rignteous Jews, 

9--11 
7. Rigateousness manifested in daily living, 12:1-- 

15:15 34 
Gonelusion, 15:14--16:27. 

  

Sl. Thomas, ope Gite, De 25. 

52. cf. also Martin Hegland, op. cit. 
55. Thomas, loc. cit. 
G4. Ibic., De Av. 

  
 



  

a7 

Such an outline can be a great aid to the reader in using 

the book method of Bible study. 

One of tac post. suggestions us to aims in Bible reading, 

also in using this method, 1s given by Dr. Theo. Huggenvik 

in his book, Your Key to the Bible. Throughout nis volume he 

points out that the central theme of the entire Bible is Re- 

Gempticn., Every book of the Bible points to this grest cen- 

tral fact. ‘To discover just how that happens in each case is 

the quest of every reader of the books of the Bible. e will 

find the promise of redemption, e.g., throughout the Penta- 

teuch, and more specifically the manner of redemption in Ex- 

odus, redemption by shedding of blood in Leviticus, tne cross 

foreshadowed in Numbers, and redemption in a future prophet 

in Veuteronomy.95 Similarly iiuggenvik shows now every book 

of the Bible tics up with Christ's redemption oF the world. 

fo Giscover these things for himself 1s one of the greatest 

joys oi the Guristian who reads his Blole. 

Another useful suggestion for the use of the book method 

ia made by Prof. Love, namely, to read books together. What 

he means by tiis can perhaps be explained best by some of his 

examples. Zooks that deal with the same period of history 

WILL cast light on each other, Cees Judges and Ruth, or Kings 

and Chronicles, or the four Gospels, and can, therefore, be 

read advisedly in conjunction with each other. ‘There is also 

  

35. Theo. Huggenvik, Your Key to the Bible, pp. 7-24. 

  

   



  

an interrelation of books of teaching with books of history, 

Gee, tne prophets with Kings or Chronicles, or in the Hew 

Testament, Paul's epistles and Acts. Books of similar themes 

might be corrslated in reading, e.g., Amos and Hosea, Joel and 

Zephaniah, Ecslesiastes and Proverbs, or in the New Testament 

Ephesians and Colossians, 1 Timothy and Titus, tne Gospel of 

Jom and nis three epistles, Jude and 2 Peter. Or similar 

themes mignt be studied in contrast, Cees Nehum and Jonah in 

relation to the city of Hineveh, or Leviticus and Hebrews in 

relution to the priesthood. Wany sinilar suggestions are mude 

in Prof. Iove’s book regarding this particular subdivision in 

the beok method of Plble reading and study. 56 Thais type of 

correlation can be very helpful to the Bible student. 

Tre question may occur to some who are interested in be- 

ginning to use the book method, "Which book should I read 

first?" @ne order of reading books is rather immaterial, yet 

this sugzestion might be passed on. Francis Carr Stifler, in 

Every lian's Book, suggests the following order to get started, 

particularly if an individual 4s not too well acquainted wita 

the Bible: werk, Luke, Acts, John, Matthew, tnen soris of the 

01d Testament books and Hew Testament epistles.97 Such a list- 

ing is somewhat arbitrary, but sowe readers may find it useful 

in pursuing tuis Important method of Bible reading. 

  

56. Love, op. cit., pp. 65-74. 

ot gtifier, op. Gite, De 199.    
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29. 

the sincere Bible reader will give the book method     

  

his honest consideration and use, although on occasion it 

may consum¢e more of iis time then will some cf the otnsr 

methods. Keeping in mind, nowever, that God gave us the 

Bible by books, ke will be hapay to give God the opportu- 

nity Ue wants to talk to him and will read his Bible, at 

Least part of the tins, by books. 

 



IIT. Tne Chapter Hetnod. 

“Read through the Bible once a year" 4s the policy fol- 

lowed by many Bible readers. An explanation of and an appeal 

for this plan is presented by Dr. P. E. Kretzmann. He writes: 

wae best plan according to the opinion of many 
successful Bible students is to read the Bible once 
svery year. nis is the plan which nas besn accepted 
by the Walther League, and in numerous cases it is 
found to be very successful. This means that three 
cnapters are read on every week-day anc five on ev- 
ery Sunday. If we divide Ps. 119, with its 176 
verses, into cight parts, thereby increasing the 
nunber of Bible chapters by 7, tne plan proposed 
wlll just fit into one year of Bible-reading. Taere 
ar@ various advantages connected wita this system 
of studying the Bible. There is a definite begin- 
ning and a definite goal. One begins on January 1 
with Gen. 1, and concludes on December Sl with Rev. 
22. Bot tne beginning and the end of tne year's 
study is very appropriate to the particular occasion.t 

A similar taree-cnapter-a-day plan has been dévcloyed by 

Dr. john R. Samgey. fe suggests that the reader put turee 

bookmarks into his Bible wnen undertaking tnis: plan, one at 

Genesis, one at Job, and one at the beginning of the New Testa- 

ment. Then by reading one chapter a day in each section, in 

520 days ne will have read the Old Testament once, the Hew 

Testament twice, plus some ravorite chapters three or four 

times. nese extra readings of favorite chapters are made 

possible by the fact that there are only 456 chapters from 

  

1. P. E. Kretzmann, og. cite, De 6. 
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Genesis to Esther inclusive and 488 from Job to Halachi, but 

520 chapters in two readings of the New Testament. Thus, 

while tne reader completes tac New Testament the second time, 

he substitutes nis favorite chapters for the Old Testament 

s
r
 

n
o
 

readings aiter he nas finished each section there .2 

It might be said for the Sampey plan tnaat the simultaneous 

reading froin tnree diferent sections of the Bible will pernaps 

tend to liven the reading because of the variety. In the first 

plan suggested, nowever, tne reader may nave a better opportu-   nity to gain a cleae thought connection in three consecutive 

chapters tran will the person reading from various sections of   the Bible. Incldentally, the Rev. Fredrick D- Niedermeyer 

sug ests in a magazine article tnat the pastor who is following 

a chaster plan of reading for ais congregation might do well 

to publisn tne chapters for the week in his Sunday pulletin.9 

Another suggestion in the sane article points out to us 

the shlef danger involved in following a three-chapter-a-day 

or similar plan of Bible reading. Taat suggestion is that the 

person who fails to read the three enapters for a certain day 

(or tne Five on a Sunday) must read that portion twice on the 

following day. Rev. Niedermeyer contends that tnis “prevents 

forgetting" and gives a “double plessing."* That this penalty 

would prevent forgetting to one wio 4s conscientiously follow- 

ing such a plan can hardly be denied. But that it would give 

  

i I lan for Readi the Bible. 
2.-John R. Sampey, A Good & S ELinE act Oe tts Bipie. tthe 

S. Fredrick D. Wiedermeyers ‘ = 
Home," Hoody Bible Institnite Monthly, XXXVITT (Hov. 1937), 125. 

4 Tura.
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a double blessing--at least in the majority of cases--is open 

to question. It seems that the tendency under such a system 

would be to view the reading of a certain number of chapters 

of the Bible cach day imecn as the Pharisees in New Testament 

times felt about thelr ceremonial Laws,--that this 1s sometning 

waich mast be done because of tne personal benefits which will 

accrue from it. ‘iis attitude could make of the Bible somne- 

what of a fetish--the danger referred to at the beginning of 

this paragrapn. Yo benefit spiritually, the Christian dare 

not becoie a slave to a motnod in his Bible reading, reading 

only for veading's sake. The individual who follows the some- 

waat stereotyped metnods outlined to read throngh tne Bible in 

a year is strongly subjected to such tendencies since human 

belnes all too easily become creatures of habit. This danger, 

of pone need not exist for every Caristian, but a person 

following sush a plan shovld be strongly on his guard against 

it and might do well to ask himself wnvtner this is really tie 

best way for hlm to read his Bible. 

Although the plans outlined embody much of wost is thought 

Of in connection with a “shapter" reading of tho Bible, they 

do not include everything. Sone Bible students may read only 

one chapter a day, rather than three or five. These chapters, 

again, way be consecutive or chosen at random. Or vossioly 

more than one day may be given to one chapter. 

Gre advisability of any chapter plan of reading tne Bible 

is somewhat contested, both pro and con. One of the strongest 
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testimonies in favor of it is made by Dr. Wilbur Smith, who 

Says that tne chapter divisions we have in our Bible are per- 

fect divisions for daily devotions. He suspects that the Holy | 

Spirit led Gardinal Hugo to divide the Bible thus.° On the 

other hand, notice this statement by Julian Price. Loves: 

A second popular way of reading the Bible is by 
Ghapter divisions. Tnis may be done in order or... 
at random. iow sometimes a chapter of the Bible is : 
aunit in Liself and a real message may come from | 
this way of reading, as for example, the 55th chapter 
ox Tsaian with Lts gracious invitation. But more 
often a chapter belongs in a larger setting--a story 
or a discussion or a teaching. To stop at the end 
of the ssconé chapter of the Gospel of Hark, just be- 
cause 1% is the end of a chapter, is to stop in the 
midst of Jesus! presentation of tne Sabbath to the 
Pharisees of the Galilean synagogues. To begin at 
the beginning of even so famous a chapter as the thir- 
teenth of I Corinthians is to miss the point out of 
whicn it grows in the Last few verses of the twelfth. 
Gace twentieth chapter of Exodus with its presentation 
of the 6n Commandments nas suffered greatly by being 
severed from tas nincteenta, whica describes tho set- 
ting of awe in the midst of which the commandments’ 
were given. CGnapter divisions, like verse divisions, 
are an experiient of the church, devised in tne middle 
ages for cosvenlence of reference, but never intended 
as stopping points in reading. ‘They sometimes re- 
present nappy divisions in thought and sometimes taey 

do not. A chapter may even begin in the middle of a 

sentence, as in the case of the 22nd chapter of tie 
Book of Acts.? 

Tae treme usefulness of the chapter divisions undoubtedly 

lies somewnere between the extreme views of those who hold taat 

this is the best method of PLble reading and those who old it 

is practically usoless. Tnis statement can be clarified by 

  

Se Smith, Ope cit.,; De 51. 

6. Love, Ope Cite, pDpe 11-12. : 

7. To counteract this shortcoming of chapter divisions, 
Love suggests “unit of thougat" divisions, which will be dis- 

cussed in another chapter. 

 


