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HETHODS OF BIBLE READING AUD STUDY
ARD TIRIR CRITICAL BVALUATION.

(outline)

I. Introduction.
A. Cod and men advosste the use of ¢l Bible.
Be j‘m? ol thse Bllle benefits the Christianfs spiritual
life.
C. Tae Chrlstian suould approa n God's Vord with a
graoper atilbuds.
D. iible ve ading and study are dei'ined.
E. The BEible should be read at well cnosen timss.
¥, In tae interest of systematic Bi'ble study a nunber
off methwds of Nible reading and study togetiaer wita 4
an evaluation will be ora"cnted 0'1. tae following )
ages.

IT. The Book ilsthod.
Ae. The book metnod Implics reading the Bible by books .

D. Tasre are several preragulsites Lo profitable use of .
this method. i
1. The exaggerated ldez of the length of books of ]

the ¥ilble rnust ve corrected.

The forunat of the Bivle snould be raadable.
Jome attention should be given to the version
nGed.

4. A lmowiedge of the background of the vooks will
1

[ ]

2id the reader. [
s methnod has advantages for ths reader.

S« T
1. It gives him an unbroken stoy scquence.
2. It g,-ivea nim a deeper insignt into God!'s Word.
D. Taere are aeverai apuroacines o the book methed.
1. Tae reader night follow or comglle an outline
oi’ the book to get 1ts thougat.
2. The reader might search for the central theme
of a book.
3. The reader might read related beooks together.
. This method is recommended to tne reader.

III. Phae Chapter iHethod.
A. The c'Lap'uer i1s the basis of most ashemes to read
the Bible in a year
B. The chlef danger in this metiwd 1s that it nmight
deteriorate into a mere formallsm.
C. Taers are arguments both for and against this method.
D. Tae method is useful within gertain limits.
1. It leads the reoader to conceniration on a short
portion of Scripiure.
2, ieditation is essentlal to profitable use of the

metind.
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IV. The Verae ilethnod.
A. ihere are several approaches to this method.
L. A verse must always be considered in 1ts context.
G. llemorization is an imgortant part of this method.
l. An aid To memorizatlon is BElble-marking.
2. The reader, in most lnstances, rmist determine
which verscs he will memorize.

V. Tho Vord Hethod.
A. There are two mojor approaches to this method.
l. Tracing a word thyougn tine Bible is impractical.
2. Traecing a word througn & single book can be
usefnl.
B. Taere ave some minor variations of this method.

VIi. The Blograpnical liethwnd. '

A. Tals is an interesting approacn to Hible study.

L. Tae purpose of tine mcthod is to learn the priunciples
of Cinrlstlanity for ouwr duy from The example Bible
characters gave 1n their day.

5. The mothod carried out to i1ts wlel:
detailed study.

. The Bible offers much materlal for study with tals
metnod.

Ii. The method is good for either individual or group use.

iate Decoses a

VII. Tac Doctrinal Lielhod.
A. Tae veader!s purpose is to formlate and classify
teacnings he discovers in sScrigture.

k. There are two approaches to the use of thils methnod.
1. The nductlve approacn 1Is used guite extensively.
2, The deductive approach ls preferable 1f followed

uroperly. >
G, This method is usoble witn bothh 0ld and Hew Testaments.

VIII. Yhe Topical MHethod. :
A. Tac object of the method is to asseable all material
on a given topic.
G. Topilcs arc subject to varions trealimert.
C. Therec are two classifications of topigs.
1. The general toplc nas wlde possibilitiss.
2. “ne tople thet meets a problem is more challeng- -
ing and nsnally profitable.
L. The usciulness of btils motnod ls dependent largely on
ithe oholce und treatuent of the Topics. 4

X. The Unls of Thought litthod. .
A. The unit of thought is deflned. :
B. The bacis for tals wetnod 1s that the Bible is made

up of "story" uaits.

T
|
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C. There are various types of story unita.
l. An entire book may constituie a story.
2. A book may contain a number of charrncher storles.
S. Tne prognetlc unlits are definitely marked.
4. In sowe books the story unlt revelves avound a
piroblen or teachings.
5. Some books are bullt up around a mood rathner
than a thought uanlis.
a. Some shorter books have a single mood.
d., The Psalms contain a mumber of moods.
D. Thls metind 1s recommended 5o the reader,

X. Teing The 5lble for a Present Sltuation.

A, Regular use of the DBlblec iz more adviseble then at-
bempting to find hely from 1t in ceritical moments
only.

Be HBoselal readings from the Blble are practical on
family or national anniversaries and scasons of the
cliursll year.

C. Vacution time should also be a Bible reading time.

AL. The Bible Student and the Mamily Altar.
A. The Bible shonld o used by the famlly grovs.
Be Tae individusl Bible student can contribunte to suc-
cossful family use of the Bible.
Ce Family altar nelps snounld direct readers to the Bible.
D. Thac use of hymns at tne fasmily altar 1s advised.

AIL. lethods Adaptable to Children.
A« Parents nave tha obligatlon of teachlag the Bible to
their children.
B. Children are interested in storles.,
1. The use of varions verslons is conaildared.
2. Young cnildren snonléd be gnided in applying
stories to taelir own 1ife.
5. Onildren shonld be introduced to bhoth Testawments.
4. 3cme books are obscure to chlldren,
C. lemorizaitlon sihonld be stressed in childhood.
D. The teen-age group presents speczial problems.
k. Beginning with the biographlesl method, canildrean
should be introdnced to others as parents deen it
gsroctical.

RIII. Conclinsion.
A. The methods presented and evaluated will not vroduce
Bible reading. T )
B. e Christian must use the Eible for spiriitnal growtih.
G. A proper use of the Bible will result in blessings

-

to the reader.




IWTHODS OF BIBLE READING ALD STUDV
AWD PHEIR CRITICAL EVALUATION.

I. Introduction.

These were more noble than those in Theasalonica, in
that tiney recelved the Vord with all readineas of mind ang
searched tne Soriptures daily, vwnother those things were so.'l
"Seek ye out of the book of tne Lord, and read . . ."2

"By tae common consent of all who are competent to judge,
The Blble is tne greatest llterature of' the world. lot to
recognlze 1t‘aa such, not to read it, is slmply to acknowled;e
the mental and spiritual incapaclty of the individual and the
age."9 "phe Pivst and almost the only book deserving of uni-
versal atitention is tite Blble. I speak as a man of tihe world
to men of tue world, and I say to you, 'Search tac Scriptures.!
The carlier my ohlldren bogin to read it the more confident
will be my hopes that they wlll prove usefnl citizens of thelr

country and reépectable members of society.“4

1. Acts 17:11.

2. In. 54:16. ; in .

5. Hewton i, Hall and Irving i, Wood, The ook of Life,
VIII, 175. a

4, Joan Quincy Adams, quoted in Hartin Hogland, Getting
Acguainted With the Bible, pe S.

1




Tams both (Gnd and men advocate the use of the Eible.
Pernaps the greatest abuse that the Bible has suifored is
that it is not uaed as it'ought to be und in many instances
nas been relegated to a place on the shelf, somewnat as a
rsenn ploce or pernaps a religlous fetisn which is loolked

into osccasionally teo "guarantes™ God's good will. Tails lack

of' uas, or misuse of the Bible, has been the tragedy of tne

ages and is particularly a tragedy today wanen tie Blble is

the most widely oirsulated book in the world. The 3ible was
given tn man to he used. Speaklng to Israel concerning lts
posasssion by the kilng, waich is applicable also to all penplo,
Gou sald, "It shall be with him and he shall read toerein all
the days of nis 1life: thnat ne may learn to fear the Lord his
God, to koep all the words of this law and these statuses, to
do tanem." In the Hew Testament St. Panl wrltes to the Romans:
fuor whatsoever tolngs were written aforetlime weore written

for onr learning, that we through patience and sonfort of the
Seriptures algat nave nope. " The Bible contuins tne one mes-
8256 that the entire human race needs--and needs desperately--
the story of God'!s love through ills Son, Jesua, wno suffered,
dled, and rose szain go that we mlgaut live wita ilm in both
tais world and tne next. St. Pavl says of thia message, the
Gospel, ©tnat ™t 1s the power of God unto salvatlon to every

one that believeth.“v In a rather extensive article on

Se Dent. 17:19,
G. Rom. 15:4.
7. Rom., 1l:1G.




\

. the only Givisions® that nmignt be used in systematizing the

G

Bible Study, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith iists the benefits to be
derived Ifrom thc.nible under soven heedings. Ie énys that
tﬁe ible: .1. Discovers and convicts us of sin; 2. Cleansecs
us rom tae pollutlons of sin; 3. Imparts strengtih to 1s;

4, Instructs ns in wﬁat we are o do;'s. Provides us with a
sword for vistory over sin; 6. iickes our lives fruitful; and

7. &xives us power %o pray.a Al thougnh tnese polnts are not

values of the Bible for uns, everything that God gives us
tarongzn its nge can be included under one or the other ol them.
e questlon nas been asked whnetner the Tlble saonld be
rexd like any otner hook. Tae great Bible sciwolsar, nwiéht L.
lioody, naa made an Interosting comment in tnis matter wnen nhe
saida that if ne conld undersiand the Blble at one si%ting
like uny ouwher book, he would have lost fulth in 1t long ago,10
PThis seems to Luply that the questlon snould e answered neghi

tivelv. Giowever, any answer glven to that questlion mst be

8. Wilbur ¥. Smith, "Miow to Study the Blhle for the En-
ricausnt off the Spiritual Life," Revelation, VI (1936), 38-41.

9, A. T. Picrson, Keys to the Tord, p. 9, gives another in-
terestin; civision. He says tne vord of God plciures itself
to us nnder the following syrbols: 1. A jilrror to saow us our-
selves as we are and uay be (James 1:25);'2. A Laver ?o wasn
away our sin and defilement (Epn. 5:25);:b. A Lﬁmg and Light
to zulde us in the vizat way (Ps. 119:105); 4.1h11k, Bread,
Stronyg eat snd doney, affording sustenance and satisfaction
to the believer av all stages of splritual developmgn; (iieb.
5:12-14; Pa. 19:10); 5. Fine Gold, to enrici us with neavenly
treasure (Ps. 19:10); 6. Fire, Hammer, anﬂ_Sword to ve useq in
tne worlk und wariare of life (Jer. 25:29; lleb, d:12; Sph: ]
17); 7. 3eed Lo beget souls in God's lmage End_tohplu?t har-
vest {ields for God (James 1:18; 1 Pet. E:Ea; Hatt. 1?"

"10. bwignt L. loody, Pleasure and Profit in Bible Stundy,

Pe 17.

e it




qualifled to some extent. The following statements by
Trumbull and Torrey seem to answer the query very adequately.

There 1s a sense 1n wihica tne Bible is like
any other Look, in velng made up of words that mist
be noved in tihelr connection and uses, and that
tnerefore 1t 1s ©o be stndied like any other book
in order to arrive at 1ts meanings. But there is
annther sense in which the Bible is uniike all
other books, in that 1t containa (God's pesculiar
message to mankind throngh men whom iie tralned and
inagired Tor thal speeial purpose, andé that there-
fore 1ts study mmst be mainly Tor tue sascertalning
and nnderstanding of the divine traths that, unlike
any other beook, 1t has for onrselves us we are in
our present needs and our ultimate destiny.ll

ilany distinguished university professors say
we saounld study the Bible just aa we study any
other book, and tuey fancy taat they have aald
sonieGulng wondronsly wise when they have sald it.
Aut while 1t 1s partly trme, 1t is very largely
falase; indeed, it is very largely abject nonsense.
“ie suould study the Blble as vwe gtudy any other
bool: to tixla extent, tast we apply to it the same
lawa for the discovery of the meaning oi words and
parases sand the sane laws of grammatical conabruc-
tlon what we apoly to any otner vook; bui there
the grineiple ceases. 'fe siould study 1t as we
siudy no otasr book, for it ls wnut no other book
is: 1t is God's Yord and all other books sre men's
words, aad we shonld study 1t as vwhat 1t is, and
we sionld study other books as wnat tney arve.

"he Fible has a special purpose in the viorld and,
therefore, should be approached differently than any other
book. Taeo Psalmist snows us the proper attitude in the brief
grayer: "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may benold wondrous
things ont of Wy 1aw. "3 ‘mais prayer should be in the heart

of every one of us every tlme we opeén our Bibles for reading

11. d. Clay Trumbull and others, Hints on Bible Study,
L] 11-12. .

4 12. R. A. Torrey, To Shew Tayself Ap roved, pu. 44=45.
15. Ps. 119:18.




or study. "Prayer 1s necessary to drive out the demon of
indifference."14

S5ince our Bilble reading is useleas without gains for our-
selves, we snonld give some attentlon to the matter of our
attloude as we approscih our Blbles. In the Bible God is
speaking o us and, therefore, we are ln thne presence ol God
waen we use it. In fact, Torrey suggests that we be in ils
presance only. IIe says: "Wnen yon study the Bible, resolutely
st everyining else out, sihut to [15_.2] the door of your mind
to everything else and saut yourself up with God alone.™.5
The Blble is the Vord of God by which we are to live Soday,
and aome day to die. Thias snould prompt uws to approach it
open-mindedly, reverently, prayerfully, thoughtrully, and medi-
tatingly. 7hmoese taougnts do not Imply that the Bible is some-
taing mystorious or that the book ltseli must be reverenced.
Bnt beeanse of the nature of its messago, something lnside of
us soould be dliferent when we go anout reading it than when
we read anytning else. "Our gains from Blble-study willl ue In
dircct proportion to the condition of our spiritnsl life o
says Charlos A. Berry.l® only a true bellever can progerly
use the Blble for devotionsl purposes. In thls connectlon, a

statement by W. . Griffith Thomas is in point:

14, jrancis Oarr Stifler, lvery Han's Bool, p. 17.
15. Torre ope. ClGe, Do 36, .
16. élmrlg:’i f Berr'y: in Qlifford, ¥Waller and others,

dints on Bible Study, p. 54.
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The devotional study of the Bible 1s at once
a cange and an elfect in rolation o the spiritnal
life. It 1s a canse of increased splritual vital-
ity, pover, insignt and blessing, winlle in turn
this splritual reality of life leada to yet more
spiritual revelatlon of God in His Yord. L7

Our aim as Caristians is to experience both this cause and
giffect 1in our ajpiritual llife as we study our RBlbles, With
that purgose in mind we will approach our Bible atundy in

accordance with thne advice of Rome A, Betbia in The Rible and

Youtiis
Don't approach Bible reading as you would a
good-luck charm, to keep nff wliches and goblins.

A caapter a day, in that spirit, will certalnly

not keep tae devil away. Approach 1t in the splirit

of a mlnee aeavehing for precclons metal, who is not

content natlil he has struck pay dirt.

To acquire wnat the Bible offers for himself, the indi-
vidual must use that Bible. That implles roading and siudy,
two of tine words walech appear in our title: "iethods of Bible
Reading and 3tndy and Taelr Oritical Kvaluation.® ilention
nas been made above of devotlonal reading of the Blble. o be
beneficial, i1t must not be devotional only, ut reading as
well. iost of us, when we think of reading, think of picking
up urinted material and directing owr eyes over the letters,
worda snd sentences for the purbosa of acauiring the tnought
they convey. Thls 1ls a proper concept. Tie danger thnat must

be guarded agalnat 1in réading, particularly in Bible reading,

1s to let the syes pass over the printed matter witaont

17. W. 4. Griffita Thomas, ifethods of Bible Study, p. 108.
15. Home A DBetts, '"ne Blble and Youth, p. 5.
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appropriating tne thought. Real reading involves attention
to the materlial at hand. Really to see and understand reo-
quires concentration. Tals "involves a self-discipline wanien
unfortunately many individunals are not prepared te exert,”
says foward T. ¥ulst.l® The reader cen traln nimself, however,
to exercise thls concenftration in his Bible reading. Tais
almost makes Bible "reading" a form of study.

Almost consistently when God speaks of using the Blble
He employs terms which imply more than reading only. In that
famons passage, Jonn 5:39, ide uses the pnrase, "3Jearch the
Seriptures." And St. Paul, writin. to Timothy, says: "Study
to snow tayself approved unto God, a workmen taait needech not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing tne word of truth."20 These
and other passages, together with the opinion of most suosess-
fvl users of the Bible, induce us to inclnde tho thonght of
Bible "stndy" in tnls consideration. It has been sald that
"ntiing of any value comes withoud effort."?l his applies
alss Lo Bible reading and study. Hoody writesa: "iierely reading
the pible is not what God wants. Agaln and again I am exhorted
to 'soaran.'"@2 1. J. Braulick naa sald: "The Bible unsearsaed
18 a mine unnworked. The casnal reader rarely stunbles ugon
hidden treasures. Diligent and persistent searching, however,

brings 1ts own preward."29 Dr. Clifford draws an interesting

19. loward T. ¥ulst, These Words Upon Ty Heart, p. 67.
2). 2 Tim. 2:15.

21. Hall and Vood, 0D. clt., p. 270.

22. lioco 0p. Glte; De 47 i

25. ﬁ. §¥,B5§hlick,’Principles of Christian-Palth, p. 77.

'F ME Ky
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analogy when ne writes:
Lire gives up 1ts best in all things only

to patvient, loving labonr, 8Skim over the pages

ol Scripture, and you inaale an evanescent scent

of nldden swectness. It is the busy, lingering

bes, that forces its way down into the desp

challce of the flower bloonms, that carries the

golden honey nome, and gathersa, against the dark

days tnat must come, a rich store of comfort,

strengbh and sustenance.24
Thomas alse nolds that casnal Bible readins is not Bible
atudy, bescause proper Bible study involves hard work. It
demands tnought.29 Let these opinlons suffice to show
that tneve i1s strong sentiment thnat proper use of the Bibls
ineclvdes also Bible study.

In considering the statements quoted above, the distine-
tion between casual reading snd resl reading siould be kept
in mind. 'Me essenbial element in either Hlble re=zding or
Bivle stndy is the concentrated attvention of the individual
whn is maing his Bible. $Since these terma are so cloaely
related, tney will be used somewhat Interchangeably through-
ont thwe thesis, 3

Another consideration which should receive af least
brief attention in tais introduction is the matter of time
involved iu Bible reading. The question is sometimes asked:
How long and when sionld I read my Bible? There ls a varliety

of opinion on the first part of the question. foody anggests

setting aside at least {liteen minutes a day.ZG Torrey, who

24, Clifford, Waller and others, Op. oit., D. 26.
25. Thomas, op. cit., P. 2..
26, loody, op. gib., 2. 122,




says that "most of us spend too 1litile time in prayer and

almost every one of us spends far ton little time in Bible

study, "7 thinks that 1t should surely be more than fifteen
minmites. Some nave suggested half an nour a day or longer;
Of coursc, as soon as a rule is set down, Bilble reading is
goiny %o lose some of 1lts signiflcznce in tne interest of
meeting a time table. Generally, nowever, the consensus of
oninion is in rfavor of a definite dally nerind. Wilbur Smith
says that this period should be nnchangeable, and in fairness
to God and justice to our own souls snonld be at a time when
tae fagulties of tne mind are tho keenest. For most people
tnis is in the morning.ze Prof. Julian Price Love, in his

booir, jiow To Read the Blble, has 3ome very pertinent remarks

to of'fer wnen he says:

jiany well-meaning people seldom pick mp thelir
Bibles exsept wnen tney are tired and sleepy and
ready Tor bed, and then wonder way the words do not
leug onb ab them In the way they dld from the pages
of tie story two ncurs eariler in the evening. . . .
now many iabelligent Ohristlans drop down on tae#
arm oF a chalr to finger nervously over & page oOi
the 3ible for a fow mimites, aalf in satlsraction
of a eonscientious seruple that they ought to be
reading it, and half in patnetic longing for some-
taing, they know not exactly wnat!

On the other nand, the same author makes the statement that
1Tt would be better to read from the Bible only two or three

times a week, and read longer portions at a time, than to

27 . TOI‘PG}", QP :‘;itt' D ?7-
23. Suith, op. oit., P. 128.

29, Julian Prlce Love, How to Read tne Bible, o« 9.
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read a 1ittlo something each dany Jjust to be able-'to say, 'I
haven't let a day go by without reading the Bible.!"™) jore
will be sald on this point of readlng longer seotions later
in the thesls., Anothner suggestion is also worthy of mentlon
in this brisf consideratinn on the time for Bible razding,
naimely, that of ecarrying a pocket Testament or poriion at all
timos toe wse up apare moments.

fAsswning thst these prevequiaslies to profituble HGlble
reading and study are met, the queation arises, "But how do I
reat she 3ihle?® Waen a person undertakes an lmportant task,
hne nanally nas some blune-prints, some plan to follow, Bible
gtndy is certainly an important wndertaking and the honest
reader nacre alsn will do well to fallow some plans. It 1a
true that the Bible ocan be reud and beneflts gained without
a plan. Sush benefits will arise in most such *nat“uees, novr-
ever, deszite tns lack of method, und not becanse of 1t. Ionve
says,

. . . One wno trusts entirely to random EBlble readling

will get little of the real message of the Blble, or

of .*u full-orbed worth for ais life,.’ e is trmating

tae reﬁueat book in the world to chance, and tiougn,

on ozcaglion waen hls necd 1s real, God muy spealr to
him tnrouwn tn*glnunnce, on most occasions he getis

nothing at all.

Amos Re Wells, eminent Bible commentator and illnstrator,
has exoressed the futlllty of getting a clear understanding of

3). Toid., p. 76.
51. Ibidn' ;p. 1‘)"11.
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I supposed I knew my Blulo,
Reading plocemexl, hit or miss,
ilow a bit of Jonn or Ilatthnew,
Wow a snateh of fenesis,
Certaln chapters of Isalah,
Qertain Psalms (the twenty-third!)
T"welith of Romans, first of Proverbs--
Yea, I thought I knew the Word!
Wt T found that thorough veading
'faus a different thing to do,
And the viay was nnTanmillar
nen I read tne Bible tarougn.

You wiuo like to play at Bible,
Dip and dabble, nere and There,
Just before you kneel, aweary,
And yawn through a hurrlad praysr;
Vou who treat the Crown of Yritlngs
\s you treat no other book--
Just a paragraph disjolinted,
Just a ernde, iapatient look--
Try a worcnler proceodure,
Try a broad and steady view;
Yon will kneel in very rapture 3
“aon yon read the Bible throughld?

Rather than pursue snch haphazard metnods, many Ohristian
psople are interested in reading their 2ible more profitably
according 4o some ayatem. WVany of them do not know how. A
munbar o ominent Bible readers and sindents have diazovered
various metaods or plans which might be enployed with beneflt .
by Bible nsers. It is the purpnse of this thesis to present
an? evaluzte thesoe met10Gés wnlen will be of ald ©o the Christlan
tnterssited in his Bible. The thesls 1s purticnlarly soncerned
with the nse of the Bible by the lndividuzl, althougn occa-
sionally a reference mignt be made to 1ts use by grouns vnere

a method is especially sppllicable.

52, Amos R. Wells, quobed in James [i. G?uy,_“ﬂow to llaster
the ?Qdiisﬂ RiLle," ﬁonﬂy Bible Tnstitute fonbtnly, XXXIV

(Tanuary 1934), p. 210.
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In viewing and avalnating these methods of Bible reading
and study 1t must be kopt in mind that one cannot be recom-
mended in every caso above the reat of them. Various parts

of the Bible ave more adaptable to one method Lhnan to another,
The individasl personalisy 61" the reader will also enter into
a canlae of metiods. Fulst has ewbodied this thonzhut in his
delinitlon o a method: ™iethod is ovrderly procedurs witnin

2 eonaciomsly gulded process which salls Into fnll slay the

distinative porsonal easacitles and aptitudes o zn individual . ¥53
Wilbur 3mlsh also agrees with other authors on thls subjcet waen

ne says,

[i person]l can devise a method of Bible study
whilell he m\y wish to uommend to others, vnt the only
"LJ"-. stndy that is ol any large value to a man is

tne Bilble study that meets his own garaomxl neeas.
o . The method of Bible study waich will be best
or nim wlll probably be best for him alone.?

L L

Tanerelore, the writer attempts only to present methods of
Bible vroading and atudy under a number of definite heads, to-
getier with an evalnation, and the individual who uses them
wlll nave to decide by mnse waich of them sults nlmsel? best.
This does not Lmply that 2 person should be restricted to one
metnod. Interest in Blble reading will undoubtedly be stimm-
lated torough tine use of a varioty ov methods. iioody once said,
"Jever tnlnk you nave to read the Bible by courses.”™® aAn oc-

casional zhange of method can be very profitable.

e “1t.' e ‘Ig-
e ito, ;'.J- 37-
1_1:,. s D« 8G.

o

25. Kulst,
od. 3iith,
S3. loody,

l

oD
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IX. The Book Hethodg.

The %ible is a book. It wonld be logical to assume,
Gnerefore, that it ougnt to be read as a book. Yet, says

Dr. Clifdord,

do book is treated so badly as the Bible. e
buy a novel--oiten fnll of sickly sentinentality
or gangulnary sensationalism=-and, beginuning with
the title-page, we go carefully through the velume,
reading even preface and dodication, and hardly
missing the advevilsements. But tue grand old
Hible--Cod's eternal Book--1la taken up at nnecertailn
inservals, anG some famlliar passage 1ls nerely
scanned in the most careless and slipgshod style.
Wao ever tninks of beglnning at tae Jirat ehapter
ol Genesils and readiag steadily tnrougn to Revela-
tion, puciing all prejudice on one aide, aad trylng
to ©ind ont tne main purpose, the central meaning,
tine vival wessage, of tne Book?

Reading tae Bible tarough can be a proritible oxisrience.
The Rev. ii, E. Dodd ol 3areveport, La., alftsr readlang Lirougn
the 2ible from beginnlng to end witnout delay, wmskes tiae fol-
lowing -comaenta:

It was a university course., I studied waat I
believe to be the most accurate science of all cenw-
turies conceraning the origin of things. I delved
intos the world's profoundest ohilosonhy, rnﬂg classic
literature, followed the divine ountlines of hlistory,
and was thrilled by the tenderest and sweetest poetry
of all times. « « «

Such a blessing as this, reading the Bib%e
througn without delay! I Tiiink I shgl% rsveun it
at least onse a year the rest of my l1ire.®

1. 0lifford, Waller and others, op. glt., p. iv.

2, %, B. Dodd, "Readling sthe Bible Tarough,” Blble Soclety
Record, LXXXIII (July, 1938), 91.
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Thomas, in his liethods of Blble Sindy, states Lhet

reading tihe Bible tirough from Genesis to Revelziion will
provide the veader with a genoral overview of thne Hible and
some of tie intereating facts in it.® It has alsn been
polnted out taat reading the Blble in tais way is a corrective
to one-sidednsss ann lack of' balance, prevencing the reader
Irom reading only favorite passages and leading nim into the
waole Hible.¢ Despite tnesc posslible penei'lis, nowever,
reading whs Bible in chis way is pernaps not cxorcising the
best stevardsal) of time. Tove makesg tiiis svatementi:

Taore are maay devont sonls wWio read iié Blble
r2ight tarough Tfrom bezinning to end in portions

varying length. Pals method, too, has its values.
Nne ig at lsoast sure that he is not habitually

slighting any part, and ne Ls suire tnzt ne has gone

sver it all, though he may take so long in dolng it

taat ne nas forgotten mouen of Gne Iirat part oy oae
time ne nearg the end. Put, it is at best an arti-
ficizl ‘_)11'.!.“.")

A muaber of reasons mignt be llsted agalinst reading the
2ible straignt taromgh from Genesis o Revelallon besices
taose referred to by Iove. 'The booka of tne Blule are not

et up in enronolosiczl order and ghe reader fails to get a
ranning story as he might in anotier book. [or tais reason,
reading throngn the Bible in ehronological order, i.e., read-

inz its books as taey appeared on the stage o history, can

be mors useitwl taan reading through tne Bible from Genesls to

5. Thomas, op. oilt., p. 17.
4- ':Og;].and, _?il_o Sito, B. 51-
5. Love, op. 3it., p. 12.
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Revelation. Reading stralght through mey also leﬁd to a mias-
Placed empnasis ut times since some nortions, e.é., senes-
logles or listin s of tribes and their population, zare not as
impovtant %o the reader as sre the (Gospel stories and Godls
promises of personal aid to him, althougn eachn section reseives
an equal amount of time.
It might be advisabls, therefore, To think oi' the Bible—
Tor reading surposes--not only as one Book, but as s llibrarvy
of 3ixty-six books. Thils In no way milltabtes agalnst tne
ualty of the Bivle, waleoh is mltimately estavblished more fivrmly
by the Tast that eaca one of tnese tooks is a part of that
unity. ‘e books of the Bilble viere written indivianelly, aow-
ever. '"aat is tie way God has gilven them to ms. Oomion sense,
thereiore, wonld presume thut the proper way to read tac Lible
is in btacse book divisions. The experience of muny Bible
readers aus provsd tils premise trme.
Harsin Imtaer, tne leader of the Reformation whish put
tne uivle into tae hunds of the people, read the Bibls by msing
thia metnand and advised others to do the same. 1In a discussion
on [uther and the Bible, Praullek says:
Tnther sald that he sbtndied the Wible as ne
rntnored apples. Pirst, he ahook the wiole tree,
faat the Tlpest migat fall. Then ne cliwbed. the
i tree snd sanol eani limb, and wihen ke aad ahaken
eaca limb, ne saock easn branch, and after each

branch every twig, and thon looked under each leaf.

Thns the student wonld do well fiyst £0 read
the #2itle by booirs, then to give atientlion o the




cnapters, and then later to the paragraphs, the
sentences, and the words.®

Tne idea of following Imther and a great many other
Bible students by resding a book at a time presents itself
to some present day Bible vreaders as a deremlecan taslk., It
seems thnt such a method 1s golng to consume an enormaus
ameunt of' time. Thls notlon 13 at least partially false,
however., idall and Wood, who have made an investigation into
this mabter, have tae following to say:

Jany people nave a curious misconception with
resieat o the lengbin of time 10 takss to read the
iule, as compared witih secular reading. A story
in 2 regent pojular magazine zontalina 135,000 words.
1 entire Book of Judges contalns no more than
i.03); tne Rook of Joan, awvout 22,0093 ths Lpistla
Lo the Romans, 11,000. We find no difficulty in
reading sevoiral magazine stories at a sltting. e

wnuld never dream of reading a magazine story ut the
»aie of a pago a day way shonld we rend the Blble
in that way? iHow can we expect to know the Blble
nnloss we jive 1t falr and consecntlive study?

Tllour Swith notes a similar fact when he wriltes that a person

wao readas throug: an issus of the Saturday Zvening Post in one

vael, reads the aquivalent of Shs entire How Testanent.8 wWe

migat also quote a atatemont by Love:

The btime required o read 08t of tae bools of
the Bible a% a sititing is really very slignt. iialk-
ing augle allowanse for lelsurcliness in ?eadt.g
nabits, even for oral roading, more than halfl o{
tue sixty-aix bDooks o be reoad in an average o
agout twenty minmutes, no one of tnem requiring an

war,?

. Braallzk, op. 21%., PP. 77-73.
7. all and Wood, op. oit., D. 182.
Gl siﬂitﬂ., -9_‘-_3.. Git-, Pe 128-

9. Love, op. ¢it., P. 13, :
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As an claboration on tuat statement, Iove glves a listing of
talrty-four bocks of the Bible, together with she time po-
ired to read them. Host of them are under 30 minutes. Here
are Jus; 2 feuw selested at random:

Ruth . « 20 wminutes

Eather s v = o w45
Lanmentations « « . o 40
Jncl [ ] L] - a e L ] [ ] [ ] 2‘3
Obadlah® Ve Lieinisy 5
JOoN AR FE S e s . ] )
:‘:‘.’..Lﬂ.:-:ku.: . L ] L] L] - L] 15
Malachl 4+ o e s & « 15
Galatlans ' a W . @ 30
Pailippians . « « « 20
I Thessalonians . . 20
I Timothy . « « « « 25
-.!litus e ® g ® e e - 1'3
Philemon e @ © o @ @ 5
Jﬂmas « e ®w s & & ® 25 ’
I Jonn o« « « o« o « » 3019

It appears that in this time-table Love is evidently ac-
commndating the slowest readers. Tne writer, notl a fast reader,
waug 2ble (o reud throusgh Galatians with ease in 15 minutes,
wnercas Love llsts a 30 mimmte period for that particnlar book.
Tang we sce Lhat the ominouaness of attompting to read an en-
tire hook of thae Bibnle at one time is only apparent, and not
too real. These Tacts and fignres do not mean o imply that
spex‘:‘.r'i is an esasential, or even a desiravle part of Biblo read-
ing, bnt are to show merely that 1t is not an iupossible task.
Even the longer books, as some of the Gospels, rarely take

over two hours of reading time.

10- Ibidl’ Qy. 16-17.
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There are, howover, some other diffisultics in reading
books of the Bible at one sitting whleh are doubtless more

real than the tiae alemsnt just conaldered. Some of them are

presented most striltingly in Love'a bhook, wiasn he says that
one ol the greatest deterrenta to Biblo roading ls that -

the averase courchman will find ths Bible an unin-
viting boolt to take up in-hils nunds. In most ver-
alons 108 panss have two columms, vnlle every other
vook ae owns Ras Lut A one-columm pae.e 1t 13 divided
Into very short chapters, Inviting hinm o stop »ead-
ing before e has got fairly started. Tae chapier
civizions often iankerrupt the veal connastlion of
thongnt. 3611l worse, the cnapters are divided into
versss, wicae recurront mumbers supgest alngle lso-
lated toounguats that wonld meke thne Bible a mere col-
lzotion of good sayings instead of a connasted nar-
7ative or tiaeme, as it gemerally is. . . . Poetry

may be even printed as prose, and in general 1t is
oxsoedlngly difvienlt to find in any ordinary version
o’ tae Lnglish Blble what is evldeat at a glance 1n
any obther book--tne kind of llterature one is reading.ll

Tne truth expressed in that statement can hardly be denied.
For reading surposes the paglinal set-up of the great ma jority
off our ¥ing Jumes Ribles ia the most artificlal form of 1it-
erature that pcople are expected to read, Other dif"lculties
are presentsd very often in the slze of the print, or in the
size of the book, or in 1its binding. On this point iall and
Wood ask: "Tay shounld we pgive the classical mythologles a
beantiful dreas and clothe tae royal book in suca beggarly

and uwnoeeomiing garmcnts?“lz

11- Iblf'. PPe 5"6- :
12. Hall ;ndtﬁooa, 02, elt.,; p. 1l66.

o
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Ons otaor matier to be conaldsred nere is thnat of tae
language of our Biblea. Deaplie any zenbtimentalitlies we mignt
have connected ©to 1t, and desolte the fact that fron a purely
1literary standpoint snue of the gections of our Biblea stand
unsurpasasd, 1t aevertheleas is true that the King James Ver-
alon of 161L is almnat 350 yoars old and 1s not in the language
that the American peopls mae today. Dean Imbther A. Yelgle
statiea the case qmite well when hoe writea:

™ the Bible we have not meroly an hlstorical
doenment and a clasaie literature, but the Vord of

Fod. And the Rible carvies 1ts Tmll message, not

to those wio regard it siaply as a neritage of the

saat or praise 1ts literary styles, but to those wiwo

read it that they may discern and understand Godl's

Yord to men. That Word wmst not be anidden in an-

cienty phrases winlch have changed or -lost tneir
moaninz: 1% must stand forth in languzje tnat ls

“','..L.""i'fc'l':t“;‘._-.ﬂ.ﬂ slear and meaningfnl to the people of

today.+v
A slmilar opinion is that of Prof. Love: "If people are %o
nave tae 3ibls baey should hmave it, not alone In their own
langue e, buab in the moat intelllglible and inviting ITorm pos-
sible." 4 3ince the King James Version, by =nc large, cun,
neverthcless, still be understood quite well today and is the
moat commonly nsed version, especlally in public, it would be
luproper to advecabe setiing L1t aside, but anyone who ia will-
ing to fuce the iasue reallatiecully -mst consider the fact

that tne HNevised Version or the Revised Standard Version of

15, Tataer A. Velgle, An Introductlon to the Revisecd Stund-
ard Vorslon of tne New Testament, p. 19.
14, Ionve, op. clt., p. 6.
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the llow Testament are more readable to the average American
of today. Our Christians should be able to uze them without
danger provided mislinterpretations or errors are pointed oub
to then.

It seems a valid conslusion, therefore, that a wiss use
of elther tac R.V. or the R.S.V. of the Hew Testawent or pos-
albly aven other verslons, will definitely contrlbute to the
vsefulneaa of the book method of Blble study, purticularly
in certuiin sections of the Bible, e.g., the prophets of the
0ld Yestament or gsome of the Bplistles of the Ifow Testament.
Tae Autiorized Version can, of course, also be usced efiectively
with unis metind, or 1t nignt be used side by side with one
of the other versions. The method is really above Blble
versions.

The Bicle is different from most books in that 1t nas no
prefsce or iatrodusti-n under the front cover to prepare the
reader and lead him into its contents. Thls handicass the
reader somewnat becausa, as in all reading, alao in Bible

reading, and partlicularly in the nse of the book metiod, a

knowledge of tane background of the Wook, its author, anci. the
conditions of tne world in whicn 1t origlnated is a great aid
to the understanding of tho book. The value of this informa-
tion, of course, varies with differont books of the Blble,

%
yot the advise of Braulick 1s not out of place when he says,

"5 understand znd apprecgiate the BRible bonks, learn to know

and to appraciate the gensral bacigromnd which sets off, like




the background of a painting, the contents of each Bible

book. "3 ioward . Knlst holds-that an important factor 1n
dlble reading 1s the art of obaserving, a close paying of at-
%entlon. To gain a real understanding in thls way, he says,
neceasltates a ro-creaﬁlon in the reader!s mind, similar %o
that needed really to enjoy and appreci:tie misic., Taus, the
study of the nistorical setting of a boolt of The Blble alds
in "roconstructing® the situation out of walch that book grow.l®

fhe Gnspels in the New Testament, because of Their nar-

rat'i.ve cnuracter, clearly contain mmen of the lnformation of
an ’i.‘n.isroduatury nature to malre them understandable. That is
ot the case, however, wlith most of tne Epistles. To know
winy Panl wrote to the Taessulonians or tne Pnilipplans and
waat kind of poople tney were will greatly increase the mean-
ing of thelr message to tue reader. Tals 1s also true ol
many of the 01d Testament books, partienlarly somc of the
propnets. ‘o .were taese men--Josl, Awos, Hosen, or even
Jeremian? Why did they write wnat they did and to wiom? An
anawer to tnese questlons means rmeh toward an understanding
of whnat they ssid. lhody suggests that tne reader seek %o
determine what ne calls the "5 p's" concerning a book,--
"olace, person by, people to, purpose, period. "7

This background informatlon can be acquired from tTwo

places. Mlrst of all, ch of 1t is in the respective books

15. Brﬂ'llliek, 2;)_. eito; De 72-
16. Xuist, op. clt., PI. 55-66.
17. lioody, op. 8lt., P. 79.
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of the Nible thnemselves, althougn 1t is not always immediately
evident, A roeading and ro-readling will present them to tae
mind of tae reader. PBut useful, also, is tue other source,
numely, a presentation of thils material as complled by one of
the rmmber of aunthora of Introductions to the Bible.l® Herve
tho reader cun obtain helpful information in a few paragraghs
or pages welch are re:adily accessible. A viord of cantion,
however, mmst accompany any advice to resort to books abmmt
tae Hible. Such books must always remain in thelr sphere as
nelps to Bible reading, and dare not replace the Rlble itself.
Tae Hove 0. . Feucht writea:
Onr emphasia should be on direct Blblzs study.

Poople do not leurn Lf others do all tnc toinking

‘Ior them. Guides to Blble study wnlen give direc-

tilves ©o the learner, that awaken appetites for the

discovery of the trnths in a book and taelr aspli-
cation to life shonld be greferrogl.lo

Altnongn this statement appliss to all Bivle nelps and not
only %o Introductions, i1t 1s well Yo remember tne princiule
it lays dowa froan tne very {irast mentioh we make o the nae
0 a nelp to Bible stwdy. On the other hand, Trumbull says,
iclps can et in the way of or substltute for Bivle study,
tut tnat shonld not sondemn them. They are indlapensable to
cnmlete Bible a‘audy.“a’i’ Taus also, In the matter at hand,

a wige use of an Introduction to the Blble will prove helpful

18. A mumber of excellent books of thils nutumf are listeg
in the catalogne of Concordia Publishing iouse, St. Louls, iio.

19. 0. B. Feucht, An Introduction to the Bibls Study
Project, up. 2-3. ; =

20, ';.‘mu-nbull and others, 0g. cit., p. 145,




To the reader, partlcularly if he is following the bonk
method.

The neading, "Rook Method" of Bible readlng sugrests
reading a book of the Blble at a time. That 1s the meaning
the heading latends to give. A number of authorities on
8ible readiag sugrest that a book of the Bible be read not
only at onc time, but 2t one sitting. This opiniecn is not
altogetnor vnunimous, as the following views of Smith and
Burgon indicate., Ths book method (appllied particularly to
youn; people), says Smith, has no place in devotional study
of Scripturea.?l Burgon holds that we read the Bible too
fast and do not take time o madltate on and consider 1t.22
Thcse oritlcisms, however, are not altogether justiried, pro-
vided tne Dbonk method of Blble reading 1s'progerly nsed.
Tals metnod can and does have devotional value, at least in
tho case of some books, as Love polnts out:

Wnercover 1t 1s possible, 1t 1s desirable to read
at a sitting those books of the Blble wilch are in
themselves units of thought. In this way the flow

of a single idea is not interrupted but ofttimes sweeps
in wvpon the heurté,where otherwise it would get dammed

up and forgotten.

Tals suggestion also includes tne thougnt that not all
books of the Bible are adsptable to the book method in the
same degree. The length of some of tne books of tiie Bible

may seca to be a reason to substantiate this, and yet we have

21l. Swmith, op. oit., P« 5.
22. John ‘:'.?.—'ﬁurgon,’él Treatlse on the Pasloral Office,

PO, "':-5I
25, Love, 0P Cilbey Do 16.
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the fact, whlsh we noted earlier, in a statement by Dr.
P, H. Fretzuann, "fhe longest books in éha Bible may be read
in less than %two hours, and there is a very great -advantage
in getting a vhole letter or a historical ascount in one pic-
ture. "% ogher authors also suggest reading any bool of thae
B¥ible at one altiing as tne first step in tﬁe atudy of tnat
particular book,25 26

There are some hooks, waich, becanse of their charazter,
are not necessarily resommended for tnis method, 6.5.; Psalms
oy Proverba, walen will be discussed later under metiods winich
sulis them vetter. Also among the remaining books of the Bible
30m6 are more adaptable Lo reading by tne book metnod than
otners, TYenally those telling a story or having a central
theme tareuwznout are most sulted, 6.g.; Ruith, Jonan, Habaklml,
Daniel, fosea, Galatlans, Philippians, Pnllemon, and many
others. Prof. ILove discusses some ol these books quite ex-

tensively in liow to Read the Bible, and draws conclusions on

all »f them similar Lo thls one concerning Jonah: "low all

the movement of the stéry of Jonan 1s missed if one stops read-
ing =t the end of any of the book'!'s four short chapters. The
book itsell is but a leaf, and nseds %o be read at one sitting,
and fairly rapidly, to make its message glow."27 After the

Bible reader nas experienced the thrilling insights acquired

24. P. u, Kretzmaan, "Why and ilow %o Study the Bible, "
Walther League School of Onrrespondence; De. O. %

5. OLlil ord, Wzller and others, op. oit., pp. 46 ff.

26, Thomas, op. cif., pp. 22 ff.

27. Love, op. cit., p. 22.
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by reading some of thesc books at one sitting, it should not
be necessary to urge that he try the same msthod with others.
Besldes preventing ihe undue breaking np of the thought
goquence of any partlcular book by thls method, the reader
also proiits by getting the thougnt that tne bosk as a whole
presents. A8 was polnted ont in the Intrnoduction, Bible read-
ing, to be useful, mast be purposeful. Reading by the book
method snonld also have more motivation behind it than just
trying another metnod. Thomas suggests that we use this method
to get the contents, teacning, purpose, place, and power Irom
each boolk.<S Power will come witn the acquisitlon of the other
four. Prof. ¥, X. Sanders says, "The basls for the exact and
fruitifnl stndy of any biblical book must always be a grasp of
its course of taougat as outlined in thne boock 1taelf."2® e
asks whetner the reader can thlnk & book thrsugn without re-
ferring to the Bible. The Lutheran Blble Institute of Hin=
neapolls, iilun., has as its alm in the use ol the book metnod
famlliarity ao the stndent can readlly think it shrough by
‘chaptor und paregraphs.®? The average Bible reader may not
want to set his goals qulte that high immedlately. Acquiring
a general outline of the book in his mind, however, will be an
assurance tc the resder that he is beglnning an acqualntance

with that book as the wrlter presents 1t. Thus, "for profitable

28, Thomas, gg-dnfl:lu Pe 39;' olt., pe 57

29. Trumbull and others, 0. *3 Po = Sl

30, (L). ;i:. Feucht, Poward Principles in Bible Study as Re-
lated to Blble Inastitutes, p. ©
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readlng an outline of each book with goals to look for would
be very uelpful,” according to Dr. Thomas.Y: Following his

own sugpgestion, he presents such an outline for every book in

the Bible in his Nethods of Bible Study,52 which mignt be used

with profit in connection with the book method of Bible atundy.
To choosé an example or two at random, we note that in Genesis
loses has recorded ten famlly records from Adam to Jacob and
Josepn. It 13 also the book of origins, chiefly of creation,
man, the Sabbath, marriage; sin, grace, races and the chosen
people.és To road Genesls from one of these viewpoints will
give tae reading a cdefinite objective., Or we migat look Into
the Wew Testament, e.g., &t the Eplatle to the Romans. A
mmber of outlines have been offered for tals book, but Thomas
sugzoats considering this analysis in reading and re-reading
Romuns:

Tneme: The Righteousness of God

Introdnetion, Caapter 1:1=15

1. Righteongness required by God because of ain,
1:16-=-5:20 )

2. Rignteousness provided by God in ghvrist, 35:21-26

5. Rizhbeousneas received through falth, 5:27=-30

4, RWghtecnaness antlclpated and illustrated in the
0l Testament, 4:1-25 .

5. Rignteousness realised in personal experience, 3--&

6. Riznteousness re jected by tne self-righteous Jews,
J==11

7. Riinteouauess manifested in dally living, 12:1--
15:15 54

flonclusion, 15:14--16:27.

5l. Tnomas, OP. Glt., Pe 23.

32. ef. also Wartin ldegland, op. olt.
S5. Thomas, loc. cit.

S4. Ibid., p. 47.




Such an outline can be a great aid to the reader in using
the book wmethod of Bible study.

One of tac bca‘c. suggestions us to aims in Bible reading,
also in using this wmethod, 1s given by Dr. Theo. Huggenvik
in his ook, Your Xey to the Blble. Taroughout nis volume he
points out that the oéntral theme of the entire Bible is Re-
demptlon. =Hvery book of the Bible points to this greazt cen-
tral fact. To discover Jjust how that happens in each caze ls
the . quaest of every reader of the books of the Bible. He will
£ind the promisc of redemption, e.3., throughont the Penta-
teuch, and more specifically the manner oi redemption in Ex-
odus, redeuption by shedding of blooé in Leviticns, tae cross
foresihadowed in umbers, and redeéption in a fature prophet
in Denteronscmy.?9 Similarly Huggenvik shows now every book
of the Bible ties up with Onrist's redemptlon o the world.
To discover these taings for himself 1s one of the greatest
Joys of the Christian who reads his Blble.

another nseful suggestion for the use of the book metnod
1s made by Prof. Jove, namely, to read books together. Uhat
he means by tals can pernaps be explalned best by some of his
examplas. RBooka that deal with the same period of hlatory
will cast 11zt on each other, 0.g., Judges and Ruth, or Kings
and Chronicles, or the four Gospels, and can, therefore, be

read advisedly in conjunction with eacn other. There 1s also

35. Theo. Huggenvik, Your Key to the Bible, pp. 7-24.
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an lnterrelation of books of teashing witn books of uistory,
©ef5e, the prophets with Filngs or Chronicles, or in ths HNew
Testament, Panl's eplstles and Acts. Dooks of similar themes
mlgnt bo correlated in reading, e.g., Amos and Hosea, Joel and
Zephanian, Leclesliastes and Proverbs, or in the Hew Testament
Lphesisns and Colossians, 1 Timotay and Titus, tae Gospel of
Jolm and niz three eplstles, Jude and 2 Peter. Or similar
thenes mignt be studied in contrast, e.g:, lizanam and Jonah in
relation to the olty of Hlneveh, or Leviitlcus and Hebrews in
relation to tie priesthood. ilany simllar sugpestions arc made
in Prof. Iove'!s book regarding this particular subdivision in’
tne book wmetiod of Pible reading and atudy.36 Tals type of
correlation can e very heljzfnl to the Blble stndent.

The gquestlion may occur to some who are interesied in be-
ginning to use the book method, "Which book shonld I read
Tirste™ The order of reading books is rather lmmaterlal, yet
this suggestion might be passed on. Franels Carr 3tifler,in

LEvery lianls Book, suggests the following order %o get started,

particularly if an individual is not too well acquainted witha
the Bible: ark, Luke, fActs, John, Matthew, tinen sorie of the

0lé Testament books and ilew Testament epistles.37 Such a list-
ing is somewnat arbitrary, but sowe recsders nay find 1t useful

in pursuing this important method of Bible reading.

36- Love, 22_- Oitn’ Pp. 65-74-
S7. Stifler, op. cit., D. 109.
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"he sincere Bible reader will give the book method
hls -honest consideration and use, although on oceasiocn it
may conswme riore of ls time than will some of the othsr
methods. Keeping in mind, howsver, that God gave us the
Bible by boolks, e will be hapoy to glve God the opportu-
nity He waabts to talk to him and wlll read his Blble, at

least puart ol the tims, by books.
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ITI. The Chapter ijetnod.

"Road through the Bible once a yoar" is the volicy fol-
lowed by many Bible readers. An explanation of and an appeal
for thls plan 1s presented by Dr. P. E. Kretzmann. He writes:

Wac best plan accordlng to the opinion of many
auncecessful Blble students is to read the Blble once
every yeur. 'Thls 1s the plan which nas besen acoepted
Ry tne Walther Leagne, and in numerous cases it 1s
fouad %o be very successful. Tals means that thres
cnapters are read on every week-day ancd flve on ev-
ery Sunday. If we divide Ps. 119, with ita 176
versea, into eight parts, tnereby increasing the
ninier off Bible chapters by 7, the plan proposed
wlll just it lato one year of Blble-reading. Taere
<re varions advantages connected witn this system
of stuidying the PBible. There is a definite begin-
ailng and a definlie goal. One begins on January 1
with Gen. 1, and conclundes on December 31 with Rev.
22. DBoth the bezinning and the end of the year's
study is very appropriate to the particular occasion.l

A simllar taree-scnapter-a-day plan has been déveloped by
Dr. Joan R, Sampey. He suggests that the reader put taree
bookmarks into nias Bible wanen undertaking this- plan, one at
Gsnesis, one at Job, and one at the beginning of the Kew Testa-
ment. Thsn by reading one chapter a day ln each sectlon, in
520 days he will have read the Old Testament once, the lew
Testament twice, plus some Favorlte chapters three or four
times. Tnese extra readings of Tavorite chapters are made

possible by the fact that there are only 456 chapters from

l. P, E. Kretzmann, op. cit., p. 6.
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Genesis to Lather inclusive and 488 from Job to ifalachl, butb
520 chapters in two readings of tho Hew Testament. 7“hus,
while tne reader completes tae Wew Testament tae second time,
he substitutes nls favorite chapters for the 0ld Testament
readings af'ter ne nas finished each section tnere.Z

It might be sald Tor the Sampey plan tanat the slmultaneous
reading from three dlrferent sections of the Bible will pernaps
tend to liven the reading because of the varlety. In the first
plan suggesited, nowever, tie reader may have a betier opportu-
nity to gain a clear taought connection in three conseocutive
cnapters taan will the person readinp; from varlous sectlions of
the Bible. Incldentally, the Rev. Fredrick D. iledermeyer
sug ests in 2 magasine article tnat the pastor who 1s following
a chapter plan of reading for nis congregation night do well
to publisn tho chapters for the week in his Sunday bulletin.?

Anotner suggestion in tne same article points out to us
the colef’ danger involved in following a three-chapter-a-day
or similar plan of Bible reading. Taat suggestion is that the
person who £alls to read the three chapters for a certaln day
(or the Five on a Sunday) wmst read that portlion twice on the
following day. Rev. Hledermeyer contends that tinls "prevents

forgetiing® and gives a "double plessing."? That thls penalty

would preveat forgetting to one wio 18 conscientiously follow-

Ing such a plan can nardly be denied. But that 1% wounld give

: an for Readl the Bible.
2. .John R. Bampey, A Good Pl D o Eeric themﬁible D 1 the

3. Fredrick D. Wledermeyer, = X -
Ilome'n l‘.EnndyG]:':ible Intit‘qte :-Eon'bhly. LXXVIII (.'IOV- 1967), 125.

4. IVTG.-
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a double blesaing--at least in the majority of cases--is ogen
to question. It seems that the tendency under such a systen
wonld be to view Lhe reading of a certain number of chapters
of the BEible cach day mch as the Pharisees in llew Testament
times folt about thneir ceremonial lavis,--that thils 1s sometning
walein must be done becamse of the personal beneflts whica will
acecrue from it. Tails attltude conld make of the Blble some-
wnat of a fetish--tha danger referred to at ithe begimming of
tais paragrapn. To benelit spiritually, the Cnristian dare
not become a slave to & method in his Bible reading, reading
only for wveading's sake. The indlvidual who follows the some-
waat stereotyped methods outlined to read tarongh the Bible in
a year is strongly subjected to such toendencles since imman
beinzs all too easily become creatures of habit. Tais danger,
of eour;e, need not exlist foé every Caristian, but a person
followiny sush a plan should be strongly on nls gnard against
it and might do well to ask himself wactner this is really tie
bost way Tor hlm to read his Blble.

Althouga the plans ontlined ewbody rmch of woab is tnought
of in connection with a "ohapter" reading of thoe Blble, they
do not include everything. Sone Bible students may read only
one chajter a day, rather thun three or five. These chapters,
agaln, wmay be consecutive or chosen at random. Or »osslbly
more than one day may be glven to one chapter.

Phe advisabllity of any chapter plan of reading the Bible

1s somewhat contested, both pro and con. One of" the strongest
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testlmonies in favor of it 1s made by Dr. Wilbur Smith, who
says that tne chapter divisions we have in our Bible are per-
fect dlvisions for daily devotions. o suspects that tihe Holy
Spirit led Cardinal Hugo to divide the Bible thus.® On the
othor hand, notice tals statement by Julian Price-Lavez

A second popular way of reading the Bible is by
chapiter (lvislons. Thls may be done in order or . « .
at random. How sometimes a chapter of the Blble 1s
a unig in itsell and a real messapc may come f{rom
this way of reading, as for example, the 55th chapter
of Isaian with lts gracioms invlitation. But more
often a chapter belongs in a larger setiting--a story
or a discussion or a teaching. To stop at the end
of tha sscont¢ caapter of the Gospel of lark, Jjust be-
cause iy ia the end of a cuupter, is to stop in the
midst of Jesus! presentation of the Sabnatn to the
Paarisces of the Gallilean synagogues. To begln at
the beginning of even so famous a chapter as the thir-
teenth of I Corintniang is to miss tine point out of
whica 1t grows in the last few veraes of the twelith.
Tae twentietin chapter of Exodus with its presentatlon
of’ the "en Commandments has suffered greatly by being
severed from tne nlneteentn, whicn describes the set-
ting of awe in the midst of which the commandments’
vere ziven. Chapter divislons, like verse divisions,
are an experlent of the church, devised in tne middle
ages Tor coavenlence of reference, bmi never intended
a3 stopping points in reading. Tney sometimes re-
present nappy divisions 1n thougat and sometimes taey
do not. A chapter may even begin in the middle gf a
sentence, as in the case of tne 22nd chapier of the

Book of Acts.?

Tae trme usefulness of the chapter divisions undombtedly
lies somewhere between the extreme views of those wno nold taab
this 1s the best metnod of Blble reading and those who nold 1t

is practieally msoless. Tals statement can be clarified by

5. Smith, op. cit., p. 5l.

. Love, Op. cit., PD. 11-12. > ; f

7. To counteract tnls shortcoming of chapler divislons,
Love suggests "unit of thougnt" dlvisions, wiich will be dis-

cnssed in another chapter.
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looking at some of the speclfic suggestlons of those whn ad-
vocate use of thu chapter method.

Some of the followlng statements contain the key to the
nsefulness ol a chapter metnod for the Blble student. Dwlght
L. Moody says: "It is a good deal better to take a single
chapter and spend a month on 1t, than to read the Bible at ran-
dom for a month.,"8 W, H, Griffith Thomas writes: "The Bible
mst be our dally food if we are to be strong and vigorous.
ot qrantity, ot quality, determines the mutritive value of
food, What we muaf cnpnasize is capacliy to receive, power to
assimilate, and readiness to reproduce."® A. T. Pierson re-
lterates tals winen ne says that "the profit of Bible study
depends nnt on how much we read, but on how rmch we understand,

recaive, lacorporate into ourselves.0 And in Hints on Blble

Study we note: "A little of the Bible well understood and
tnorougaly mastvered will go furither and help more than a cur-
sory kﬂﬁﬁleﬁﬁ; of larger portions of it. It adds to the ln-
teress of the pursult, and confers such a command as enables
tne re sder afterwards to engage in the study of other portions

with ineveased success,"l

According to these statements, it is seen tiaat the valune
n thae chapter melhod of Blble reading does not lie in a cur-

sory readlng of a chapter, but in a somewhat more concentrated

8. ioody, ou. olt., Ps 47.

9. Taomas, ov. Clt., P 1ll.
10. Plcrson, Op. Git., D. 9. ] 3t
1l. Clifford, ‘laller and others, OD. cit., P« G.

l
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study or the Iindividnal chapter. Smith becomes more specific

in giving ws detalls to substantiate this c¢onclusion. He
writes: "Waen you read a chapter . . .[you] do not conclude
your atudy of it until you have dlscovered an outline for the
cnapter, nowever simple that outline may be."2 fAe £oes on to
add that alaost every chapter in the Blble has a definite de-
velopment, and even advises that the Bible student never leave
a cnapter anitlil he nay seszn In 1t a development of sone theme,.19
He alse takes cognizance of a suggestion by iflss Grace 3axe,
vao lists ten questions walen might be asked wlth the study of
each chapter o thne Bilble:
1. ""hat is the principal subject?
2. Whnat is tihe leading lesson?
U. "nich is the best verse?
4, "no are the prineipal persons?
5. Wnat does the chapter teuch concerning Christ?
6. Is there in it any example for me io follow?
7. Is theve aasy error for me to avold?
. Ts tnere any duty for me to perform?
9. Is bhere any promiss for me to clalm®
10. Is tuere any prayer for me to ecno?
Havtin jepgland similarly suggests an analysls and swmary of
each chupter of the Bible in terms of headlngs, snch as: l. Con-
tents; 2. Gaaracters; 5. Conclusions; 4. Koy Word; 5. Strong
Verses; 6. Striking Facts.19
Such an approach to a chapter of the Bible implies more

than a hurried reading. Rather, 1t lmplles taought, concontra-

tion, and meditatlion. These taree mental procosses, all in-

12- 3!5111::.1’ 930 _c_z-_E.. De 51'
15. Ibid., 2. 82.

1i. Thid., pp. &o-84.

15- ?Eéi&lnl‘, 2_'-3-- :hit_'l p' 31'
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cluded essentlally in the latter term, are indispensable to
Bible rezding or study followlng any method, but ara partioun-
larly apolicable nere unde» the chapter method. CGuotations

and thougats from several recegnlzed Bible students anounld snf-
flce tn eluvorate on thls matter of medltation. Preof. F. K.
Sanders nolds that "the most fruitful Bible study 1s that
walch allows much time for meditatlon and review, and adjust-
ment of new material to old."6 Dpp. Suith points out that
Blble study neans wore than reading; it inecludes also medite-
tlon. e sltes George iller, another Bible student, as saying
tnat true neditation leads almost antomatleally into ceonfession,
thani sgiving, intercession, or supnlication.1?7 Dr. Thomas
glves us his definition of meditation. He aays 1t mmat be
first-nand, real, and practlcal. It consists of careful read-
ing, resolute ayplication of wnat is read to one's own needs,
prayer that it bocome a part of one'a lifu, a sincere trans-
fusion of 1% inbto oneo's 1life, and a whole-hearted surrender

and trust in God for power to practise 1t.18 Together with
tnese men, . A. Torrey pointas to Paaln 1:2, wnere we are told
of tuc blessed man that "ils delignt 1s in the Law of the Lord,

and 1n “is Law doth he meditate Gay and night.™9

An application of these principles of stndy and meditatlon

3 F ol
can, indecd, make the chapter method of Blble siudy profitable.

e

15. Trumbull and others, op. o}t., Pe 5.
17. 3m1ti1, gﬁ'o cit-, P I%Q:IOO-

18. Thomas, Op. Gilte, pp.ﬂlOa-loa.

19. Torrey, op. cit., P. 99.
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As has been indicated, every chapter of the Blble wlll not be
equally adaptable to this metnod., Tae Blble student who uscs

it will discover thls fact for himself.




IV. e VYerae iethod.

Tr. Martin Lather recommended thnat from a study by books
and enapters, the Bible student proceed to verse study. he
verse molaod is also advocated by othcr men who have written
on Binle stndy. RLvery verse 1s open v a different type of
treatment, siys Dr. Wilour Smitn. Some of the auproaches he
sugpeasts are o check the verbs for thelr meaning, o glean
tie main thougnts, to note the brlef oﬁtlina, or to ascertalin
tae trath about CGod in a certain verse. He adds that thonsands
of verses in the Bible individually can give us all we need
in one devotional pnriod.l This method, of course, will in-
volve use of the principles of study and medltation ontlined
in orevious cuapters. In his discussion on the study of
verses, ., 4, Griffith Thomas suggests three useful apyroaches
togetner with exaumples ol typilcal verses for each: the stndy
of a single verse, @.g., Ps. G434, Pall. 4:19; successalive
verses, ©.Z., Pa. 256:6.7; Rom. 5; verses wiich are in contrast

to each other, @.f., Ps. 20:2 and 3, Luke 5:22 and Luve 4:1.2 8

1. S'ﬂlitﬂ, 9_9_0 .5_1-_11-, PDe agasgil !

¢ Iy oy v ¥ O o . :

5 Rov. . R Kretunann, "Approacnos to Bible Study in a
Wetropolitan Genter," Joncordia Thcological onthly, VIII
(1937), €74-375, sugzests that aamb-ins wio are paysically
able tn sut 2 half-honr!s work into 1%, may make excellent
nse of a~farm of verse method study by finding passages vihich
are most comforting for themsslves.




The nse of thie cross reference system found in many Blbles often
wlll be sn 2id to an ﬁnderatanding of the verse at hand. <

There are uadoubtedly some spiritual benefits Lo be galned
Trom a verse study of Scripture, since many of these short sen-
tence units of God'!s Vord are full of deep meaning for the
Christian. A warning must be issued with any recommendation
of this metnod, however, that the Blble student does not mis-
interpret tine meaning of a verse as he deals with it individually.
it must be nnderatood btogether with lts context, the sections
preceding wad following it. Rev. 9. E. Feucit points out that
Tone of the Mndamentsl rules for Bible stndy is 'understanding
the part in the light of the wnole.'!"™ Thls rule, he adds, suf-
fers wien woeds or laolabsd passages are overstressed.4 Prof.
Love says Laat the person who fails to observe thls rnle "may
put togetner two thlngs that are really on different subjects
altogetner. 3efore long he may be ofi on a tangent. ilany of
the ssota and fsma Shat beset American Shristianiiy have come
gbout in just tais way."

A wortawaile suggeation in connection witn the verse
method 1s that of memorizing certaln passages of the Fible,
particularly tnose wnica arc of speclal significance to the
individual, ioody recoumncnds learning at least one verse of
Sorijture eaci: day.® lot only will this personally beneflt the

Onristian wao learns them, but it will also alcd him waen he

4, Feucht, Toward Principles, p. 9.
5' LOVS, %. Git-, 9- ll'
6. Moody, op. CiL., P» 122.
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wisnes to mse the truths of the Bible effesctively with otner
inGividuals ne’ will moeet.! Torrey glves a few valnable hlints

concerning nmeumorizatlon in his bosok, To Show Wayzolf Asproved.

He sugzgests memorizing should be done systematicsally according
to clasalfled and assoolated texts so that the verses are
learned with o yurpose, and that versses shonld be comaltted

to memnvy by chapter and verse.8 To have this knowledge of
1ts location Ltogetner witn tho verse will be a great time-
gaver in many instances and will also earry with the verse a
gortain ambtiority, Lf that should ever be necessary.

atiﬁn need not, in every instance, be verbal. To

Tiemoni:

re waber the thongats contained in a certaln veras or sscilon
of tue Bible i3 also a great asset to the Ohrlatian. 4An ald
to such uwomory work accordilng to those who have trilsd 1% is
markin: ons!s 3ible. Dr. P. B. Kretzmann writes:
Anotnsr point whilch may well be remeahered.bg
the Dible stndent is that of marklng cereifully, %
either by underacordlng or by drawing lines on the
margin of the page, sueh paasages as scen particu-
lurly appropriate for one's own usec,. Yo two peoplz
are alike in the things whlch uppea} to them, and
for thaat reason -eash individual ought So be gulded
in hls Bible atudy by his own partlcular needs in
the matter of devotlonal expression.
loody uolds that Bible marking 1s necessary to keep things
in memory which otherwise are 1isble to slip away. Over against
ra b 3 ag ald ather
thoase who disagree, he says that proper markiag alds rath

than aninders memory. A nuumber of metinods of markling aave been

7. i{et‘;lurlﬁ., 9_,2. oit.’ p. 52.
&. Torrey, op. 6iT., 2. 4.
9. P. E. Kretzmann, loc. olt. :

e ——————— p———.
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developed, some so complex as to use six or eipgnt different
colored pencils to mark certain types of pasaages or sections.
floody azdvises using only black, either under the word, along-
alde the verse, or by thlckening the letters of a word by
tracing over tnem. He suggests numbering oft repeated pnrsses
in the murgin and nsing a small "x" next to things generally
mmobserved, ¢.;., Deunt. 22:5-6. A number of other sugiestlons
he of'i'ers arc: l. iiark ecross-references; 2. iark rallroad con-
nections: 5. Uark variations of the Revised Version; 4. ilote
words with snsnged meaning; 5. Hark unfortunate chapter divi-
sions, @.i., Jonn 7 and 8; 6., Write a short summary of a book
at tne be_inning; 7. Hark key words and key verses; 8. Hote
texts partileularly meaningful in your personal religlous lile.
de also sugeests that a few words written in the margin oif a

-

text on wanilen an individual nas heard a strikling sermon will
recall thit sarmon years later.1?

A few words of explanation sionld be Insertsd hevre con-
eerning the tera "rallroad sonnestions™ used above in lloody's
recommendaiions for Bible marking. Tals 1s a system of Bible
marking developed and popularized particularly by Nra. Stephen
ilenzies, Tals systom, simply stated, conslats of a network of
fine lines drawn across the page of tno B3ible between con-
nected and fresa thoughts. These llnes are called "railways."
Their purpose is to make sort of a notebook of tie Blble.

Tether tais eonplicated system of lines and notes benefilts

1\)- ilioody, QE- Git- ’ Ppl 100"107.
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the spiritual live of ¢he Christian in proportion to the time
ne spends installing them in his Bible secems to be open to
questicn. Anyone interested in further detalls of the system
is referred %o irs. lienzies! books on the subject.ll

In comneation with Bible marking, lioody also su:gests
thut a person might profitably borrow the murked Bible of a
friend. iowever, he warns agalnst marking "anything because
you saw 1t 1n soume one else's Bible. If it does not come home
to you, if you do not understand it, do not put it down."12

So that an over-abundance of markings does not get in the
way of devotlonal reading of the Blble, Dr. Thomas swggesats
that tie Divle stndent have two Bibles, the one for concen-
trated suudy o, be marked, the other to be left unmarked. If
the markings beeome too extensive, references might be left
on tiae murgln of the Bible to the pages of a note book kept
seizaratcly.ls

Just how extensively ae is going to nse a Bible marking
system will have to be decided by the individual Bible student.
It cantot be denled that a form of 1t servea a purpose in
memory work, and can be particularly helpful in the verse
metnod of Bible stndy.

The decision on which verses of the Blble %o study will

also rest largely with the person nsing this method. ie may

11. lirs. Stephon lionzies, How to liark Your Bible, and Hlnts
on Bible lavking.

1. licody, ope. e1t., D. 111.

135. Thomas, 0p. ¢it., DP. 111.
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follow tine example of George Killer, wno sald, "I read until
T come Lo a verse npon walch I oan lean my whole weignt, and
then stop.™4 Every Biloble reader will i‘ramfently find verses
to winleh ne will wish to give special conalderation and study

according Lo the verse metnod.

14, George iflller, quoted in Smith, ob. elt., . 128.
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V. Tne Yord liethod.

In tie original languages of the Bible thore are 8,674
different Hebrew words and 5,624 different Greek words. Our
Tnglisa Bibles contain 6,000 different words.l A number of
Blble students have advocated a atudy of many of tnese indi-
vidual words as a method of Bible study. Thne most frequent
sngsestions nere are elther that a word be traced througnout
the Bible or tarough an individual book of the Blble. Thls
metnod will neccssitate the nse of a concordance to the Blble.
Excellent volumes are on the market by Young, 3trong, Walker
ané Cruden.

Tt iz to be granted that the word study metiod 1s an Iin-
tereating deviatlon from other methods of Blble study. Its
usefulness varies with tie individnal attempting it and also
vlta the particnlar tyse of word stndy puarsued. The advis-
ability of tracing a word tarougnhout the Blble, partlcularly
if 1t is pather cowmon, seems to be rather questionabla. Dr.
Smith, for exauple, sugsests those words among others: come,
full, increasc, abound, grow, know. In the first place, suchn

an nndertaking can confront the Blble stndent as a paenomenal

task. Young's Analytlcal Concordance to the Bible, e.g.,

lists over 3,000 occurrences of the vord "cowe' in the Bible.

l. Smith., ODe Gi'b-, Pe 861

— S—
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The word "know" occurs over 1,000 times. "Inorease" and "grow"
ocenr approxiaately 100 times. It seems that the impractica-
bllity oi' such a study ®ls ratner evident. Tne other factor to
* be eonsidércﬂ here might be cited from Alfred E. Carvie's

A Gnide to Preachors. iie contends that the verbal metnod of

study is not always satisfaciory becanse t&o same vord may
take on different shades of meaning in various econtexts.

Taus this method may even be harmful to understanding the
Bible.? Tals obsorvation seems to be very micih in place since
various mcanings of the same word may lead to cnnfusiqn rather
tnan understanding.

A more worksble variation of The word method is that of
tracing a word through an individual book of the Bible, sug-
gested by Duight L. lioody, wno was fond of tiais method. Some
of the examples he gives arc: "blessed" in Revelation, "over-
come" in Ravclgtion, pelicve" in Jonn, "precious" in Peter,
Mgalk™ in Tpheslans, or a phrase, "the fear of the Iord" in
Proverbs.? jany othners might be added to thls list. Limiting
the searca of words tims to one book adds to the lnterest of
the atudy and can be profitable in giving a fuller meaning to
. a partisular ﬁord wnich a coercaln writer uses or in presenting
relationsnips of ideas connected with any particular vord.

A study of any and every vord in the Bible 18 not golng

to be equally profitable by thils method. Tie Bible stundent

2. Alfred ®. darvie, A Guide to Preachers, pD. 16-16.
3. lMoody, op. c¢lt., PP. 07 1.
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should also always keep in mind that paging through tane Bible
rinding varlons words is not necessarily "searching the
Seriptures,” but 1s useful only insofar as it gives a deeper
insignt into the meaning of God's Word for himself.

Other nges oi the word method have also been su;zested.
It might prove interesting to make a study of the meaning of
proper nazcs in tne Bible.t* 5 Some of the autnorities on
Bivle stndy also sugpgest finding the "Key Vords" of a certain
book or chapter in tae Blble.® 7 Tais nay be a word walch
occurs in the book or a word which might be applied to 1t as
its centrzl thonght. Tals interpretation of the word method
differs a 1little from that presented above, but is among the

variations of the word method whien have proved useiful.

4- I-Oid-, e G0. .
5. A Fible Dictionary will be an ald in such a stucy.
6. loody, op. clt., pp. 98 b i

7. daggenvilk, op. olt.
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VI. The Blographical iiethod.

Because the life story of one human belng 1s of interest
to ctiners, all of wiiom have experisnces common to the race,
blograpnies nave been among the populur forms of folk-lore and
literature tuavoughount hisfory. The Bible, also, has much to
oifer us in dlographlcsl material. Of the 2,930 different men
and women mentioned in the Bible, hundreds can be used for
biograpnical study.l This is a very appealing approach %o
Bible stndy becanse 1t presents to us the facts in the lives
of people who have gone over the path from the cradle to thne
grave winleh we are now travellng. We dare not, nowever, re-
strict our biograpnical study to facts alone, since that would
rob us- of mmeh of the spiritual benefit for our own lives
which we ﬁignt acouire ffom a true blograpnical study.

Tne American Bible Scciety in one of its pampniets suggests
that the individual read to Iind the person most llke himself
and- study nils experience with God and life.? Dr. Thomas siml-
larly advises tne Bible reader to study the blographies of
both great and small men and women to "note the efiects of the
working of God on the sonls of men."S lartin Hegland suggests

that the reader using thils method analyze the character of the

1. Smlth, op.-sit., p. 86. 5
5. Worthwaile Ways of Reading the Bible, p. 4.

5. Ynomas, op. C1G., PPe 52-5635.




person under cnnaiﬁergtion, noting elements of strength and
weagkness, difflenlties faced, successes attalned, and lossons
to be learncd.% A more extonsive statement of the valuea and
approacgnes to this method 1='given by Prof. Love., In ansver
to The person who mlght complain that the Bible "just doesn't
tell me what to do or what to think,"™ he replies:

« «» » Of course not! David and Hosea, Peter and
Jonn were not told arbitrarily what to do or wnat
to think. They learned by putting thelr religilon
©n the acid test of life in the midst of perplexi-
tles and problems. Tneir problems were as real as
ours, as diff'icult, as new. Tne Bible presents us
always witn flesh and blood pcople; no mythologlcal
Beowulis fignting symbollc monaters of tne sea,

but "amen of like passions to us" meeting bread and
butier situations and deep neart yearnings. Our
cnvironment is dressed in modern garments, theirs
in anclent; we must face onr own Gay 1ln omr ovn
way. PBut tne great value of the Blble to experience
comes in just here, not that it tells us to do as
they did, but that it glves great 1llustrations of
40w men and women reacted under the gnidance of God.
There is guidance for us, not so much in seelng
what they thought and dld, but how, in whai spirit,
vich wnat motives, with what succeas or fallure
they lived their lives. We honor %he men of the
past, not by keeping unaltered the results of their
deeds, but by glving to our own tasks the courage
and confidence in God that we see to have been in
them. "Considering the issue of their life, lmi-

tate their faith." (Heb. 15:7)

Among tne Bible students consulted, Dr. Wilbar Smith glves
the most comprehensive outline of just how to use the bio-
gragnical method of Bible study. He suggests the following
8teps:

1. Collect all material on the character.

2. Stndy his ancestry.
5. Note tne training in his youth.

4. Yegland, op. clt., p- Sl.
5. IIOVO, Oide c."-t-’ p. .l.51¢
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4. "hat work did he accomplisn?

b. "hat was tne great crisis of his life and how
did he meet 1t?

. lote nls traits of character.

7. Were ials friendshlips noble or ignoble and what
were their effects.on himg

8. liote' nis influence on others, his nation, and
tne nistory of religion.

9. Oneck the growith of his character.

10. jlote his religlious life, prayer, falta, service
to God, knowledge of Seripture, coursge in testi-
mony, attitude in worsnip.

1l. llote als faults and shortcomings.

12. lote any great sin and 1ts effect on als life.

15. "nat were tho character and influcnce of nilas
children?

4. Vias ne in any way a type or antl-type of Chriat?

5. Determine the one great lesson in this person's
lif'e for yom personally.ﬁ

ivery step in such an extensive outline may not be applicable
to every person of the Bible wiho is studied. To the extent
that taey are applicable, however, the Bible student will
have obtained something for nls own splritual 1life in such a
study.--In connection with point 14 of tThese sugizestions, the
warning by Dr. Thomas concerning tne study of types bears men-
tioning. This kind of comparison can be easily abused, and
therefore ne says, "In no stundy do we so much need tsanctified
common sense! as in the study of types.“7 We dare not make a
type of' someone wao 1s mot a type.

Tae possibilities for the use of the biograpnical metnod
are quite extensive, since there are so many caarasters of
the Rible who might be studied thls way, both men and women.

Nor shounld this method be restricted to the study of well-known

cneracters, as some of the patriarcas of the 0ld Testament or

6. Smith, op. oibt., pp. 86-87.

7. Thomas, O0p. Clle, DPe 69.

e el
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5t. Paul ol tThe lsw Testament. 'These are, indecd, among the
blograpnies wnlch might be studied wlth great beneflt, outb
there are many, many other persons--propiets, judges and less-
known people of the 0ld Testament--disciples, converts and
others in tne llew Testament. A comprehensive study of the
life of Carist shonld not be overlooked by the bilograpniecal
stndent. A helpful suggestion here is to use a good narmony
of the Gospels as an ald vo that study.s

Because tne discussion ensulng would undounbtedly be
valnable, tne biographical metnod shonld be well snited to
group activity as well as beilng a mothod of Blble study to

be pursued by the individnal.

&. Outstanding in this fleld 1s Adam Fahling, A Harumony
of tnc Gospela. Gf. also Pne Life of Cnrist, by tae same
anithor.
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VII. The Doctrinal lethod.

The Blble is the source of all Christian doctrine, all
tne teachings of the Garistian religlon whien God has re-
vealcd to man, One of the chlel quests of the Blble reader
1ls to discover these doctrines for himself. Trumbull writes
tnat vae Bible "contalins God'!s peculiar message to mankind
tarongh men whom He trained and insjlred for that speclal pur-
pnse, and that tnerefore 1ts study mmst be mainly for the as-
certaining and nncerstanding of the dlvine truths that, unlike
any other book, 1t has for nurseklves as we are in our present
needs und onr ultimate destiny.™ This is a restatement of
the trata that God's teachings--tne doctrine in our Bibles--
are vital for us Cnristiana in their relationship to onr lives.
The Bible reader, of cnurse, 1s learning these teachings in
every metiaond of stndy he uses. The particular emphasis in the
doctrinal metiood is that in 1t he attempts %o formlate and
classify these teachings for ready reference and use.

There are two approsches to the doctrinal study of tae
Bible. The one, waich we mlght call tne ;nductive, is to state
the trath of God's teaching and then to substantiate that truth
by means of the various Bible passages whlch pertaln to 1t.

This 1s the metiod used in much of our catechetical inatrnction.

1. Trumbull and others, op. GlG., P. 12.
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The other approach to doctrinal study, wanicin might be
called deductive, nses the Bible as its astarting point and
formlates the teaching from what is found there. This ap-
proac is less liabple o be influenced by bias, although it
mist proceed along sound principles of study and Biblical
intevpretatjon, some oY which were presented in previous
cnupters.

A variation of tils msthod, whicn might be classified
under bBoba auproaches, is presented by the Rev. A. R. Kretz-
mann, waen ne sggests that a muwber of related Hible pnassajes,
€.iey Gaken from a section In the Catecnlsm, might be miueco-
grapnedé. fTae individual or gronp wnlecn roceives this sneet
tnrougn stndy discovers what doctrine or doctrines they contein.?
A number of similar variations have also been developecd.

Dr. Thomas, wno advocates tae doctrinal method quite
strongly, treats the 0ld and New Testaments separately as ne
dlscnsses it. The 0ld Testament reader should keep in mind
that tuere is a yrogressiveness of revelation in thils section
of the Bible wnlc1 1s most complete at the ond. Wevertheless,
the reader can Tfind quite an adequate doctrine of God already
in Genesis, noiing that e appears there as Oreator, Lawgiver,
Judge, Provider or Ruler, and Redeemor. The doctrine of man
13 also quite clearly set forth in his glory in creatlon, his

huniliatlion througa sin, his need of redemption, hls longings

2. A. R. Kretzmann, op. olt., 2P. B876=677.
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for God, and his endeavors after righteousﬁéas. To mention
Just a few in tne TWew Testament, tne reader will discover in
the Gospels alone the doectrines of the liessianship of Jesuns,
the kiagdom of nsaven, the‘person ofhthe 3on of God, the suf-
Terings and death of Christ, the second advent, the dispensa-
tion of the Spirit and tne great commission.®

Tae eentral doctrine of' all of Seripture is salvatlon by
grace tarongh falth in Jesns Christ. All othner doctrlnes re-
volve sbont 1t and are dependent uvpon it. Tae reader, either
individually or in a group, who discovers and substantlates
tiesc doctrines of the Bible for nimself in relationsnip to

ais own Life will not have nsed the doctrinal meinod ln valn.

De '.Ill'l')l'|aﬂ, l)_- cit-, PDe 57-63. 80-85-
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VIII. Tne Topical ilethod.

The Blble is imll of topics which might be dlscussed in
tuls caupter. In fact, every page of Soripture mignt yield a
number of inem. Ii 1s perhaps this utter profusion of tosies,
coupled with other factors, that leads Love to write:

Sometimes, studious people try to follow a
gnide for reading the Bible by topics, . . . what-
over values may be gained are dec%dedly limited
by the artificliality of the pursult. IFor msn do
not live by topics. You cannot trace purity
taronga vhe Bible, and then love, and then truth-
inlness, and then something olse, and get a good
life by adding them all together. Mot only are
you bound to miss much becanse you never can get
enmmph topiecs, but yon miss much related thought
taat is congcaed in differeat langnage. Yom are
like tae man wno traced tne taongnt of sacrifice
varougn tne Pible in this way and omitted tne
Tifth cnapter of Revelation with 1ts wonderful
picture ol the Lamb, standing as thonga 1t had
vecn slain. That glorious chapter nappens not to
contain tne word "sacrifice."

in the face of such adverse opinion, 1t may seem ratner
nseless to continue tals chapter. However, althougan what Love
says is true, there can, nevertheless, be some value in a
topical method of Bible sitndy, depending largely on the topics
wnich are considered and tne way in which tney are handled.
In faot, some Bible students rpcommend it very hignly.

The object of the topical method is to find everything in

the Biule peferring to a certain subject and to gain theroby

1. Love, op. clt., PP 13-14.




a full Inslight into what God says coneerning that topic.
Dolng thls will nece'ssitate the use of helps. Almost any
Bible wlll off'er a limited amonnt of ald to this method 1in
the cross references down the center of the page. Specilal
Bibles und concordances nave also been published as an aid
o tals metnod of stud:‘f.2
Hot all subjects or topics need be treated alike, nor
can they. Saita glves us an example of what mignt be done
with the topic: Prayers of tne Bible. He tells us that there
are 8o 1n the 0ld Testasent and 49 in the lew Testament. He
sugegests that the Bible atudent might conslder the following
for eucn prayer:
l. Who is praying? Is he or she a child of God?
2. Circumstances in which the prayer 1s off'ered.
9. Te pnysical aspects: time, posture, etec.
4. "he definite word used to indicate the act.
5. To whom 1s it offered--Fatner, Son, or loly Ghost?
6. The general order of the prayer.
7. The subject of prayer.
8. Its relation to tne promisss of God's Word.
9. Tne anawer to the prayer. Is 1t recorded?
Assmmed? Waen did 1t oceur?
10. Tae result of the prayer for the one praying
and for others.
For our purposes we might classify the various toples as
tiose of a general nature and those waich meet a problem. A
great number of possible general toples are suzgested by

varions antnors., Smith lists the following as examples:

2. Of. uave's Topleal Bible, Harper's Toplcal Joncordance,

and Taowpson's The Hew Chaln Reference Bible.
3. Smlth, op. olb., p. 98. 1Tais 1s merely an example and
should not be considered a pattern for the topical method.
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1. Vords that nave come down from heaven to men.
2, "Tear jiot's" of the Bible (ca. 200 in number).
9. Great Conversions of the Bible.
4. Wnat the Bible nas to say about itself.
5. Violations of the 10 Commandments and their
Consequencos,
. 6, "iast's" of the Rible.
7. Teaenings of Jesus as practiced in idis own life.
3. Attributes of God.
9. Gii'ts nf God and of His Son.
10. Oueationa Jesns. asked men.
1l. “hat Onrist asss ns to d0 for Him (follow, look,
seczk, believe, love, watch, etc.).
12, Invitations of Jesus.
15. Runtions of Jesus (joy, sorrow, grief, etc.).
14, Emotions aroused in otuers by Jesus (amazement,
anger, etc.).
15. Verdicts concerning Christ in the Gospels
(3imeon, Pllate, etc.).
16. The person and work of the iloly Splrit.
17. Great rovivals of the 0ld and Now Testaments.
13. 'as Viords of Christ.
a. ‘fheir Divine Origin.
b. Their sbiding cnaracteristics.
6. Tueir power in our hearts.
d., ‘facir ultimate place in final judgment. -
e. Taé place we should accord thein in our lives.® 5

0taer approaches and toples have also been off'ered. Thomas,
for inatance, suggests that in the 0ld Testament tne leading
ideas of individnal books ﬁigut make excellent topics, e.g.,
the 1desn of origin or beginning in G=nesis, redemption in Ex-
odus, worship in Leviticus, conquest in Joshua, failure in
Judges, tne providence of God in Job, commnion with God in

5 7
the Psalms, and faitafulness in Isalah.”

4, Ibicf‘-, P 95. 11 4a
— \ 2 s might also have been liste
5- & nmamber Of tnese Uopiu I er the word "le'bnod. A

under the doetrinal method, otihers und :

certaln amount of overlapping ls uriavoldaple. g:?dtog%czozze
listed as by tne autnors suggesting thom. The atn ¥ thors
of these topics will be more satiafylng than that of otners.

5. Taor De Git., Do O1. - .
g. é;g:ag; gfhogi‘iéegtical to finding the key word of these

books.

e T
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A grout mumber of topiecs have been built np around the
life of Christ, e.3., His parsbles, miracles, converaations,
prayers, tiac Lord as Teacher, the relation of Pavul to Oﬁriat,
tne aecond advent, eto.

Toomas also suggests the study of hnlstorical periods in
the 0ld Testawent. Fe separates seven periods:

l. Stagea from Bgypt to Canaan.
2. Steus 1n toe conquest of' Janasan. ;
9. Jauges of tihe scparation of tae kingdoms. 3
4. Wise of tne prophets.
5. "ne kingdom of Israel.
6. Tarce stages of the captivity of Judah,
(Jeaoiakin, Jenoiachin, Zedeldlah).
7. Waree stuges of the return (Zerubbabel,
zra, Hehemian).8

Anntiher approash to the general topic worthy of wmentlon
18 taut of map stndy. This might be nsed effectively witn the
journeys of Lae patriarchs and Israel in the Cld Testament,
and the travels of Jssns and Paul in the Wew Testament.

The sesond classtifilcation for the topical metuod ia thnat

of topies wnich meet 2 groblem. By this 1s meant topics wahlcn

arise froa a sitnation or are of special interest Uo an indi-

vicual or a group for some apeclal reason. Fxamples of this

tyse of Lople might be: a stundy of the liturgy in 1ts Scrip-
tural background, tae Biblical teaching on a false view neld
by soie denomination in the commnlty, tne Bible's teachings
on war, tne relationshlp of the ghristian to the house of

woranln, ete. A topic of thils gort will undoubtedly elicit

8. Thomas, op. clt., PP. 53-54.
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more interest than will most general topilss, since it has a
direct bearing on the life of the individunal or the group,
and will, therefore, also be more profitable.

It 1s adaltted that perhaps the widest possible interpre-
tation of the toplcal metnod has been presented in €taia chap-
ter. Becange its possibilities are almost Infinite, 1t 1s dif-
Ticult to localize. Tt is well that the reader who uses thils
metnod econsider the statement by Prof. Love quoted at the be-
ginning of the chapter and remember that a profitable topic
stndy presup.oses the wise caolce of a tople and a dlacreet

treatment o it.
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IX. The Tnlt of Thougnt liethod

The best of all ways to read the Bible with
satisfactlon 1s by units of thougnt. A Bible that
is well paragrashed, and one in whlen tue caspters
and verscs do not stand out too prominently will
nelp greatly in this. For the paragrapn of writing
reprasents more nearly than anything else tne way
people think.

« » o Aunit of thowght is any passapge, now-
ever loni or short, uhat naturally belongs together,
and saonld be read and understond togetiner because
it deals with just one tneme, 1in mich Of the DOOK
of TroverbLs, thonga not in all, each separate verse
13 a nnit of thought by itself, and therefore read-
ing by verses is ounite in order. You can bvegin
anywnere and stop anywnere: 1t does not matter micih.
Hut in the bonk of Judges, the story ol Samson,
cis. 13~1%, 1s one unit of thought in itself, and
it is absurd to stop short of these four chapters
in reai'ng. o one wio nas never tried it, the ef-
teet of reading a complete story from the Bible at a
gitiing comes with a thrill of surprise, and often
orodneces an entnusiasm for Bible reading that trans-
Tormns 1ife habita.

¢]

Tamg Prof. Julisn Price Iove of Lonisville Presbyterian
Seminary introduces and defines what hé calls it of thought"

Bible resding in his recent book, How to Read the Pible. Al-

thougn some Bible students have bordered on tauis metiod by re-
o PRy
ferrin;; to o i)gi'[lg;ig]_’lgsjh St’!ldy of the Eibl@,g © £ the mit of

thought 1dss differs from the approaches to Bible study advo-

cated by most previous authoritles. i

1. Love, op. clt., Pp. 14-15. 5
2. P't':l"'llifﬂ-.‘, Dide 0'11.'-., p‘p. 77-7‘)'

5. Stifler, op. ClGs, De 19 3
4. Tr“-lﬂl‘.}“li ;i]!';d othe't's, 9_:-2- cit.’ DPe 51-53.
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The merits of thls method speak for themselves as onc
reads Love'!a book and tries what he sugrests in his own Bible
readlnsz. [ueh of what wlll be presented here conserning this
method is in the words of Prof. Love himself, since ne presents
his case better than could someone else.

"ne wlt of thougnt method assumes that the Bible consiats
of a number of "story" units. The objec:b of the Bible reader
using tals metnod is to read these stories wilthont paying par-
ticular heed to chapter and verse divislons in his Blble. Some
off the mnat obvions of these stories in the Blble are those
wilica consist o entire bonks, @.ix., futh, listher, Jonah, Ga-
latians and othersa. Thcse have already been discussed at some
lengsn in tne ochapter on the book method and will, therefore,
be diauensed witn nere wlth a quotation concerning a longer
book of tihe Bible--ifark--wnloh is typical of Iove's entimsiasm
for tnis method: "Anyone wio reads the gospel of Mark thus, ab
one sittlng, has in store for him a new entrance into the heart
of the laster, 2 real vision of Jesus as thongn he were nere in

the flesh."?

Story unlts, nowever, need not necessarily embody entire

books. A single book may contain a ‘number or series of such

units,

vs the 1life
Take Genesis for example. If ono knows
story of Adam, koah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jo-
seph, ne knows the book of Genesis., He d‘oes nczt even
need to make an exception of the story oi creation,

5. ILove, op. ¢it., D. 25.
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for thls 1s artistically told as part of the story
of Adam. The universe was made for man. Indeod

one of the most disaatrouns mistakes that can be made
in reading the book of Genesis is to pin the mind
on the stories of events ratner than on the atories
of men. Tae events are narrated to trase the de-
velopment of the characters of the men.®

In succecding pages Tove elaborates on thnese thongnts, and makes

a s3tlll stronger appeal for his contontion by saying:

e most fascinating of a2ll the cyeclea ol the

book of Genesis is that of Joseph. The story runs

. in romantic development from chapter 57 to the end
of the book, tnongh 1t contalns by contrast in chag-
ter 38 the story of the lecnery of Jacob's sons.
Tals complete sHory of Josepn can easlly be read in
an nour or lesdsd, « « « Yot now few Cnristlans have
ever read the story as one! The divlislon into thir-
teen [sic] different chapters makes 1t look llke a
stupendons task, and scorss of good people wno tnink
nntalng of an honr's magazine story nave never
tnonght to read the story of Joseph. Yet there are
few storlca ln literature more rewarding. I have
myself known several famllies wlth ciildren wino had
found d1fTisulty in becoming interested in the Blble,
but wno found that lnterast whetted by tae reading
of tae 1lifs of Joseph at one or two 3ltfinga. . . .

The book of Judges may be treated similarly to Gencsis;
but not all books of the Bible fall into story divisions of
charastera. Some, @.8., Deutcronomy, oan best be divided by
tha ocoasions on whlch lMoses addressad the people. The dro-
piets are yet anotasr ﬁype of book. "In the case of tae

prophets, learalng to start and stop with a new prophetlc

vision is tae beginning of wisdom. The propghets pirreacaed,

o7 taught, only when th

61 Ibid- ) LJ_{_J. 26"27-

7. 1bid., po. 28-29.

S. Tais example, Lanscident
blograpghical method.

ally, 1s closely related to the

ay had a particular purden'! or !vision,'
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and the murkings of these new messages nsually stand out, "?
A few random oxamples of such markings are: "Hoar tinis word,"
YThus salth the Loﬁd," "In the days of Anaz," "The burden of
Babylon," e%e,l0

In 33111 other books the story units revolve avound
problems. Asong othars, Love citea I Jorinthians as & clear
example.

« « « € inay read thls letter of Paul as a collec-
tion of remarks of good advice, and may find in 1t
sore good doctrine, and beautiful poetry as well,
without realizing how the thongats are fitted to-
gether. S0 he will fall %o get the real message of
che letisr Irou reading it plecemeal. But, if he
scnscs che fact that the firsc .four chapters, with
all vaclr cmphuasis on tne different work off dirf-
ferent leaders, and with all thelr seemlnzly un-
related ueauliug about tine orossa of Chrissd and ihe
visdom of fod, are dealing with just one problemn,
ta.v of party strife in the Corinthlan churci, he
begins to et the thought together and to delight
in LtJ sanse, ‘Tne apostie 1a trying to solve the
case ol dflvision into four parties by showing that
tne Corintnians are following the worldly wisdom

of 5rids in favorite personallities, whlle the cross
of Chrlat is Gnd's real wisdom that binds all groups
to,etnsr. .« o oLk

And thus through the book of I Corinthlana love points out the
probleans whlch Panl attempts to solvs in his letter.

Inother type of story unit is exemplified In llutthew--the

o

malt of teachins. The various sermons of Jeauns as recorded

ners conatitute the unita.lz
Not cvery book of the Bible can be read from & unlt of

thougnt asproach, strictly speaking. Love contends that some

9. Iove, 0D. °1to. D S0,
10, Ibid., pp. 60-33.

11. Tbid., p. 4.

12. Tbid., op. 95-57.
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of tine sacred literature of the Blble i1s primurily feeling. {

« « o This is not to dlaparage any of tne sixty-six
beooks, nor is it to say that any one of them is de-,
vold of thougnt. But it soon vecomes evident to the
reader, of the Bible that . . . otners [books] can

be understond only by entering into thelr mood. They
nave come into existence because of a singlec mood,

as in the case of some of the shorter ones, or tiey
are a collection of many mords, as 1s supromely the
case with the Psalm Book. To lay the stress on thougat
content is often to miss the purpose of such litera-
ture. To learn to feel with the euthor or authors 1is
to ot the real valus.ld

As an example of such a book, Love cltes Hahum. In ex-
plainiag nls reasons for this position, he Includes the follow-
ing statementsa:

Tie propnesy of Nahum is not In the reading
anon of o Zood many Saristlans. Some wan have read
% onse nave dlsmissed it as impossible for Chrls-
ian exserience. Bitter, vengefnl, even vindictive,
P ¢als brief message is understond to be final

ninking about the way 2 bellaver in God may react
towapd uis enemies, then 1t just dees not belong in
e game volwume with ¢he teaching of J=sus on for-
siveness. Put the prophecy of Nanum 13 nnf teachifg
ab 21ll: 1t is feeling. It 1is a_magnifiecﬂy presenta-
tion of the spoctacle of exultation over tng dqyn—
f£all of evil. TIts inspiration lles 1E41ta faithfnl
pioture of arcused indignatlon. . . .

e ok rrgh e O
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Turning to tae New Pegtament, Love 1ists Pnilipplans as
.a book of a ﬁiffareut mood. In its discusslon ne includes:

« « o To get into the mood of joy and ofalpving o
Sarigtian fellowsaln, and to read tals }htpl; let-
ter (yreferably at one sitting) as tn? 3’5“‘:“32?
marlr 12 the exoression of such joy an< fellowanip,
18 to wnderatand it with the heart.

tave tals mind in you whleh was also 12 ?Prist
Jesus," (Phil. 2:3) 1s really the key-note oi tuhe

15. Ibld., p. 93.
l4. THid., op. 98-39.
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letter. Tt is pre-eminently the Wew Testarncnt's
exhiortation to the imitation of Christ. To get in-
to the apirit of the letier 13 to fsel 1in turn the
wide ranges of thut fellowship. Tne willingness of
Panl ©n ii%ate nis Tord, his hamility, his readi-
ness to ovey the higher will, nls refusal of sutis-
foetlion with nlmself balanced by hls econtentment
with "wnhatever state,"--all these and Many more ex-
sresslons of the mond of Pollowing Christ are cangzht
N2 Into the atuosphere of Christisn fellowanip in
Walsh She apostle can moat cffectively urge nls
eoaders, "He ye Imltators together of me.¥ (Pnil. _
3:17) To get thls "mind" is to read Paillppians.ld

As was noted above, tho Book of Paalia iIs the outstanding
example of a bhook whilsh does not confine 41taelf 4o a single
mood, tat "abous s the gamit of hmman feeling."-6 1aen we
read Tthem frowm Gals aporoach, varions Psalms will apoeal to us
more Lhn ntacrs becanse She mood may be oura or it may be un-
natural Ho s,

« « « PBut, al all timea, we wlll strive Lo rollow sympa-
theitically along thls artorial nlghway of spiritnal
caintions., I the Psalmist, exnliing In God's provi-
dence, declares that he has "not seen the righteous
forsalen, nor nls seed beg;ing bread," (Psa. 57:25)
we will rejoicze with nim in that splrit, even though
woe have seen oo penple go bhungry. I7 the l’salm.lst
srocleins tnat Cod nas rewarded hlwm according to hils
4, toounaness, we will rejrlce with him that that was
possiivle ané will forget the appearance of pride.
(Psu. 15:2),24) If the Psnlnist lmprecates the wrath
of God npon ala foes, going farther than Hahum in
verging for weath that has not yet bee? ﬂﬂt'.!.‘!il.’.d, we
will entcr the polgnaney of his afﬂrcr‘..ng and be
imiled by onr own Impatience rather than by his:' .
(50€, €.5., Psa. 137:7-9) For wo must never iTOI'u:
fant ve are How Teatament Ohristians, and that no
all tue Psalms of the days of the old coveninzhme;s;
are np 5o the spiritnal and moral helghts o o 9 f:“'
Pestanent. But they may atlll be very va].na- <) gr
gome of ms nave not yet camgnt up to tﬂﬁ’_’-}:‘-‘“’“tg o i
mind, and it will be vorth wiile for all of us to 8

15. Ibid., pp. 40-£L.
16, Thid., p. 41.

=gwrs e
P . . -



55

ont of what varieties of religlous experience Gnd
nas brought hia people to the full ligat thut is
in Jeans Christ. With this in mind, we shall be
botter fitted to remember that the Psalm Pock nas
been the groest sourse of Christian, as well as of
Jowish, devotilon.l

Becanse tney do express moods, Love feals tnat the Paalms
cuan be reac niore prol'itably in groups classifled according to
tne feelins tnut 1s dominant in them. Although some of tThem
mignt e listed under gaveral classifleations, he dividss tae
Psalnmz wnden vthe fnllowing heads:

1. Paalns of Adoration.

2. Paalus nf leditation.

J. raalms of Trmst.

4, Paalus of OComoalaint.

5. Pusalms of Harmest retition.

#. PFenitential Psalms.

7. vaalug of Paanksglving and Gratitude.
. Moatal 23alms.

Je Liturgies.

1. {iztorical Paslma.
1. War Pgulana.

12. llessianic Psalms.

15. Tapraoaiory Psales.
14. Psalms of the Glorification of Zlon.
15, Psalms of the Law. :
16, Paalme of tne ™ubtura Lﬂ.fe.la

In fanh, lLove devotes a large part of hia bonk to a de-
tailed onkline of all of the books of the Bible wltn their proper

divisions according to the unit of thought method ac he sees 1t.

de has in all instances broken all the units down into the shori-

est pnssible ssctions to accommodate also thoae readers wno can-

not apend longer periods off time on ewvery occaslion that they

read the ':.“s:lhle.l9

17. .bif-:q, p;). 4‘1"42- -
18, Toid., pp. 46-623 92-94.

19- ﬁi-d“n' PPe 75-148-
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e unlt of thonght methed seems to be a very sane ap-
prozcn te Bible reading. If the experience o ths wrlter is
a true indloatlon of 1ts affectlveness, every 3ible reader
wizo tries tils ametnod will retain 1t permansntly as one oX
the motihnds he wlll continue to pursue in his reading =nd

atudy o God's Tord.
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X. Using tne Bible for a Present Situation.

There come times in every Christian's life whoen he feels
that he saould likke to turn to God and his Bible in a special
vay. ‘''nese times usually colnclde with events 1n nis life g
walech aronse one or the other of the individunal's emotions.

At suein 2 tlme the Christian might turn to one of tae printed
uelus avallable, of whieh Love says,

¢« « « Taeve are mmevons pamphlets that advise us,

"iaen in sorrow read such and such a chapter; wnen

in tronble, or in doubt, or in temptution, or in

some otner special condltlion, turn to This or tnat

slace in the Bible." Such nelp is no doubt good,

yet 1t often 1s but an artificial effort to it a

sasange ©o a_mood, forgetiting taat moods vary with

individuals.

In a sitnation or occasion sucn as those referred to, thne
Cneristian who by a systematic use of hls Bible has learned to
know 1t =nnd its message from God to him is golng to have a
great advantage over tue Christian wno is not acquainted with
nis Bilble. He can turn to those sections in the Bible whailch
ne knows by experience meet nis needs and 1s also able to meet
nuncommon experiences in lirfe with the strong spiritnal life
acquired by a constant use of tne Bible before that sltuation

arises. 1In applying God's %Word to our special emotlonal ex-

periences 1t ls more lmportant to nave seen and sbsorbed tne

l' I.IOVG, _O_;I?-l Gitl, p- 151-
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splrit and wethod of persons in the Blble who met with great
sxpgriances also, than to hunt for the experience of another
that exactly correaponds to our own.2

On tne other hand, tnere are speclul ocsasions in a
Christlan's life--those wnlch reecur year after year--at wnich

“ht turn to specific sections of Scripture with benefit
to himself. ¥Birtodays or other fawmlly anniversaries gilve oc-
casion to read special passages of tne Blble concerning thé
fanmily and fanily life. Among these are: Gen. 2. 33 Deut. 6;
1 Sam. 1-35; Prov. 1-9. 31; Luke l:51=-52; John 2:1-11; John 19:
26b-27; lark 3:3l-55; Epa. 5:15--639. Natlonal anaiversaries
and holidays might also be sultable occaslons for special
resdings. Thankagiving Day, particularly, mlgat lead the
Caristlan to turn to the Psalms of Tanksplving or ofner sec-
tions on ;iving thanks, among them lHab. 3; Imke 17:11-19;
Pnilipyians; II Corintalans 8 and 9. Speclal seasons of the
ciurca year, particnlarly Advent and Lent, lend themselves to
tae reacdlng ol portions Ar Sceripture especially applicable.
Phls saould not be limited to reading the specific CGhrlstmas
or passion storles in the Wew Testament only, but mizght also
go bacl into 0ld Testament prophecies and suitable Psalms.?

Vacation time, which also becomes vacatlion time from re-
nristians, suaould never be overlooked as a

ligion for many C

e

2. Ibid., p. 152. )
S. ;EEﬁr: PRe 158-160; 162=165.
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most fitting time for sharing some of the experiences of
Blblical anthors with God's ereution. "l_!eal JOoy awaits the
one wno will prepare hls schednle for his Bible reading during
tne Vue-f-‘t'iil'.-n as carefully as he marks his road maps or packs

nis bags,"

says Prof. Tove.? A large number of Psalms make
excellent reading out in the open, among them favorites being
8, 19, 45, 54, 935, 104, 121, and 148. Other selections which
may have siecial meaning and perhaps oven arouse new tharills
in a vacation setting away from the hustls and bustle of clivl-
lizatlon are jHHecan 63 Isaiah 5. 40 and 55; Jeremlan 25 and 24;
1 Kings L8 and 19; Matt. 4:1-11; MHatt. 5-7; Mark 9:1-13;

wark 43 Joan 63 and Harlk 14:32-42.°

4. Ibid., pp. 160-161.

5. Toid.

PrEPL LS .
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XI. Tae Blble Student and the Family Altar.l

Althovgh the maln empnasis in previous chnupters has been
on-tne individvual's use of the Blble, tae vwriter does not want
to.leuve the impression that the Bible should be restricted to
auch use. It should also be road with others. Especlally 1s
tals true in the famlly. On the other hand, family reading of
the Bible dare never répluco individuval reading. It seems
taut personal acquaintance with and use of the Blble by the
individnal Gnristian is almost essential to a succesdsiml
fanlly use of %ho Blble, sometimes called "The Family Altar.”
The individual, particnlarly the parent, who has experienced
God's " lcssing in als private use of the Bible wlll want to
shure thut bleasing with his family and will be able to con-
tribute 'meh %o its mutual spiritual grovth.

One auch contribution to the famlly altar is taxt of
adapting = metaod of Bible reading wilch the indlvidval has
found uarticularly useiml to family use. It appears that the
unit of thought method might be readily adaptuble, as might

also the biograpnical, on occasion the book Estliod,Honiperhaps

80ie oI tne otvners.

« It a ot tne purpose of tnis chapter to sn:iest methods
forla 31;;11:;?;-3.35rt::‘.’1‘urn€1y1 altar, which deserve a rmoh more ox-
tensive treatment. Tac wrlter merely wishes to polnt nu}: that
there is a relationsnip between tae 1ndi.v1djlal “n‘l i:hcffamlly
as far as Tible reading is concerned, togzetner with a few ran=-

don suggestlons.
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An important consideration in planning and conducting a
fanlly altar is %he age of tne children in the family. Nore
apeclfic sugrestions in this wmatter will be made in the next
chapter.

"A great number of nelps for the family altar nhave ap-
peared and are appearing on the market. If any of them are
used, tae cnolice should be made rather carefully. Emphasis
snonld be placed particularly on reading from tne Bible itself.
It seemns that a cortaln amount of explanatory or devotional
material used with 1% can be helpful as long as 1t does not
supercede or replace the Bible.2 A brief, informal discussion
mlgnt be more beneileial than several pages of written materlal
willen 1o read,

Por tne save of the children in the family, a suggestion
fron Love's book is inclnded here:

Tno mueh cannot be sald for the value of reading

tne B3ible to ehildren along with the aymwn book. To

find ayuns that suggest something along the line one

is reading, and tn slng tnem together, is to do more

than books cun do to help plant the Bible. in tpe

cnildren's minds end nearts forever. . . « A oni.].d_

whno early leurns to sing als religlon will be apt to

grow the most femitfully in his _faith.

It mizht be added that an agnlt wno sings nis religlon may have

mucri the same experilence. Some of the grandest religious ex-

pressions of our Bible in the Psalus and clsewherec are hyans.

2. dartin Hegland nas incorporated into a recent volume, For
His Hame's Sake, some of these principles.
5‘ LOVG, 2_2.- Git.’ pl 174.

e e e
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AII. liethods Adaptable to Caildren.l

Calldren, also, suould be ‘:ﬂ.b.le readers. The Bible glves
us God's Injonstion to parents: "And these words, whicn I com-
mand tuee this day, shall be upon thy Heavlt; and thon snalt
teacn tnem dlligently unto thy cnildren." This implies that
the cialldren are also to learn God's Vlord. The most direct

metnod tnat tue purent has of teaching chlldren God's Tiord 1s

directly from tae Blble.
Tnis is perhaps not as simply done as stated. For, says,
Prof’. Love,

« « « the Blble is written to adults. Its language
and point of view are adult. Its purpose 1s to
persnade and ground tnose wao are able to talnk and
reason. Its wrlters nowhere attempt to adapt their
thaousas to the ¢nild mind. Taey leave that entlirely
to the heads of the fanilles that make up the be-
lievin, nounsenold.

Pae parents' obligation of teaching the Bible to thelr
cuildren utezins in the ealld's infancy. In the early years

calldren shonld be sold the Bible storles in siaple language

wvalch they understand. The age at which the onild itself may

be avle to begln reading personally will vary with challdren.

1. © 1biect of ocalldren and the Bible mlght recelve a-
treatz.légf; ::slngtensive as this one on methods of B:l.b?.a reading
and study. Since children are awuong Bible rgud_er.u, now‘etre:;,
thais subject of methods would be incomplete witno:;t aigln.tp er
on some of the parvicular considerations to be made W it
chlldren, althougn it by no means éxhausts them.

2. Deut. 6:5-7.

5. Love, op. olt., p.164.
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When they do beglan readlng, Prof. Love holds that at least up

to the age of elght a series of well-illustrated Bible stories

13 prelerabls to naving the child read directly from tne Bible.% 9
tiall and Wood feel that as soon as possible children sionld

hear the reading of the Blble text itself,

e « o Tor chlldren shonld be accustomed at an early
age to the mmsic of Blblical langmage. Tuere are
versions of the Bible in waleh the whole book 1is
t0ld in alort snd familiar words. This 1s wholly
nmmecessary and depriveas the child of the discipline
and training whicn como from familiarity with noble
and exalted language.

Fals latter view is not completely in harmony with that of
Love, no nnlda, espoci#lly of caildren wino are beginning to
read thae 5ible themselves, that "Parents will frequently find
that initroducing thelr children to some of the moderan speech
versions will sive a thrill of new discovery and load to muen
steadler delight 1n Blble reading."? Particularly is this true
of Bibles printed mmon as are other bonks whichn the cinlld uses,
in papagraph dlvisions. .Educatinnal and child payciology, as
far as intervest and learning is concerned, agrees hore witn the
position of Love. Tne parents wao follow thls policy witn their

children siould, of course, be avare of tne snortcomings wilch

the version bein; used mignt have. It might be well also %o

use the Xing James Version at least part of the tine witn the

older cnildren to acquaint them witn some of 1ts pecullaritles

20 oD ol helpinl during this period also.
159-160.

5. Ocher visual alds will be
7. Iove, loc. cit.
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and 1lts superior lingnistie characteristics. GCaution should
be observed, aowever, particularly with the younger children,
tpat tiey do not become confnsed about the whole thing.

Pernaps ons of the most pressing wmatters to parents is
thst of choosing thc paﬁts of the Bible most suited to reading
to and with their children. It 1s well to keep in mind always
tnat children llke a story. Younger chlldren, especlally, like
stories thxt deal with other children, and some of the storiles
of children in the Bible might be used to advantage. 3Since
tacse are limited, though, they should not be over-used.8
Parents mmst alao always remember that they are not teliinﬂ
the ciild tho story for the story's sake only. Children are
to grow s,ir1tﬁally just as adults snould. Taey need more help,
however, in dotermining the applications to be mude to their
own lives taan do adults. To glve them thls guldance 1is part
of tue parents' responsibllity.

It is sometimes assumed that tine 0ld Testament is pri-
marily tue calldren's book bocause of 1ts great number of
stories. Altnongh tlere are many stories in tine 0ld Testament,
the enild should read the New Testament also, and particularly

the tospels and Acts.? The Gospel message 1s as important for

the shilcd as for anyone else and he should rezd it for nls

spiritual growth. Iove points oub that becsmse of its fast

moving actlon, Hark is perhaps best suited to younger cnildéren,

8. Tbid., p. 165.
9. Ib".dc, ppo 167. 172-
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and Imke %o tiose a little older, walle John and Matthew are
8tlll a little more adult in thelr approacin and outlook,.1l0

Although macih of the Bible can be understood by children,
there are some books and portions of books which are rather
obscure to them and migat, therefors, be saved until they are
a 1little oldor. Among these mignt be llisted some sentlons
Trom tne major propnets and some of the minor prognets entirely.
In the iew Pesbament, some of the eplstles are a little above
tae mental resch of calldren.ll

Ouildnood is nndoubtedly the beat time to stress memo-
rizabion of God's YWord., Hall and Wood list a number of sections
which they consider. worthy of such empinasis, ineluding a large
nanocr of Psalms, many Proverbs, the Beatitudes, Iord's Prayer,
Gond Janaritan, Lost Sheep, John 20, Rom. 12, 1 Cor. 13, Phil.
9:1l5=-21, Jamnes 5, and others.l? %We mlght subtract from tals
"1ist or might add a great many other passages. But the im-
portunce of memorizing from the Blble shonld not be ignored.
Besides the blessing of having these portions of Seripture for
tneir own througiout life, many people in old age or under

- : i 1 11 need
handicaps have been especially thanyf™1 for ant have experisnc

ne g uth. mexr
many blessings from the passages learned in youth. The memory

work of ths child, incidentally, shonld not be mere rote learn-

° i 3 L] e 67"168! 5
ig- igvg,,oﬁ? c}t., pp. 168-172, 1ists all the bonks of the

Bible witih the scctions ne considers advisable to be recommended

for caildren. :
12. "iﬂll anﬂ ‘.’i-ﬂoa. %u Oit-, pp. 1(9-)‘161.

P
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ing, but he should, of course, undersatand what ns 1ls memorizing
so tnat it does not become a chore wlitnout a purpose.

The teen-age gronp presents special problems in all re-
liglous ficlds, and elso in the matter of Bible reading. An
important factor at this tins, as always, is the example of
tie parents. Feraaps the blopgraphical metnod of Bible readling
1s one of wac wost appealing also to this group, as it is tTo
younger children. all and Wood suggest taat tuelr Blble read-
ing mizht be correlated somewnat with their school work, e.g.,
by stuadying tae contacts of Israel with the great natlons of
the earth--Zgypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece. Rome--
tarouzh rivle references. An attompt to place themselves into
Bible Limea tarongn exerclues such as writing an lmaginary
letter doseriving the David and Goliath story from the Israel-
ite ecamny, mignt be usable.ld Althougn these suggestions may
not fnlly satiasfy us, thoy should stlrmlate us to more thinking
on the problem.

Mo teash children God's Word is one of the moat satlsiying
astivitics in the world. Jesus idmself points to a child's
faith as exomplary and admonishes all ghristians to cultlvate
such a faith. Ooristian parents vio are aware of this will
consider 1t ons of their foremost privileges to teach thelr

entldren God's Tord in the Blble and to stndy it with them, be-

ginning with the biographical metiod and expanding to some of

135. Ibidn, PP 161"186-

e I I AT
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the others as thelr experience with the chilldren proves this

praciticable.
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XIII. Conclusion.

"Wnen I pray, I talk to God, but when I read the Bible,
God 1s talking to me, and 1t is really more important that
God should speak to me than that I speak to Him."l The pur-
pose of thne precseding chapters has besn to help the Ohristian
To do tais most important thing in life effectively--to let
God speak to hila. A muber of methods of Bible reading and
study have been presented by way of definition and explanation

and an attenpt has bheen made to show thelr individnal and

relative strong points and weaknesses. :

A lengtay preasentation on methods of Bible reading and
study in itself, however, ca.not produce Blble reading. 1In
order that these methods accomplish anything, the Caristian
mist use his Bilvle., Altnough the case may be overdrawn a bit,
Prof. Lovc yuts 1t very intevestingly when he warns:

We need o avold "bibleolatry." To worship the
book as a bhook is but to practice another form of
idolatry. We are saved by God 1n Christ, not by a
book. The Bilble 1s not a talisman, to be kept on
some end-table in tne 1living room as a protection
againat the goblins of the soul. The black binding,
red edges, and limp leatner in wnxo% most of our
Flbles come, the phrase "Holy Bible" awesomely
printed on the cover, the reverence in whiqp it is
rigatfully used, all these can becoue but the me%ns
of defeating 1ts real purpose. To use it as a dy-
namic for life is the only oure for this sin.

l. iioody, op. cit., p. 8.
2. Love,,gg. cit., p. 199.
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tut vse of the Bible, alone, regardless of the method
employed, is not God pleasing nor truly beneficial unless the
reader experiences splritunal growth from it. The same amthor
saye in anotaer place.

« ¢ o« 1t needs tn be emphasized that the readi of
tne Bible 1la not an end in itself. One may reaé in
srodlglouns guantities and wita increasing frequoncy
and pe little the betier spiritually. Onec may have
develosed cven such a good habit as that of rsadling
his Bible with pencil, maklng all kinds of notes in
the murgin. He may go so far as to wrlte out his
own comments. He may memorize long passages as ho
reads,~-=-in itseli the truest reading. Yet he may do
it all as an accomplisnment or even as a task. The
mere Ynowing of the Bible, nowever thoroupghly done,
may nnt produce an eifective lirfe.

We are not transformed by knowledge of a book,
but by fellowship with a Person. . . . The Bible, es-
peeially the Now Testament, fulfills lts purpose by
introéucling us adequately to God in Jhrist. TUnless
we learn to know and fellowshlp with him, reading the
pivle is fenitless. Life in its richest meaning is |
the lassne of such a fellowship. "Tals 1s 1life eter- |
nal, Gzt they shonld know thee the only true God,
and nlm whom thou didst send, even Jesus christ."
(Jonn 17:5)9

Our use of the Bible mst be Tor a purpose--the purpose of
permititing God to come o us and to mold us individually to be

2 trae Jhristian, such as He only can effsct. e call that use

of the Bible "devetional reading." Tae following anecdote

glves us an interesting interpretation of tne term.

1 lain waat
A young lady, asked by ner ;riend to exp
is mean% byudevotional re=ding of the Bllle, made
answer as follows: "Yesterday morning I receivgﬂda_
lettor from one to whom I nad glven my neart and de

voted my lifTe.
read that letter five times, no
nnderstand 1t at the first read

speely confesas to yom that I have
L iath t becanso T éid not
ing, nor because I

3. Ibid., pp. 195-196.
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expested to coimmend myself to the anthor by frequent

reading q]‘:‘ his eplatle. It was not with me a ques-

tion of duty, out simply one of pleasure. I read 1t

becanse I am devoted to the one wno wrote 1it.

"% read thne Bible with the same motive 1s to

read 1t devotlonelly, and to one wiw reads it in

that suivit, it 1s indeed a love letter.®

A truly devotional reading and study of the Bible according
to the metnods which beat suit his needs, will surely contribute
to making the Bible readsr a man or woman of God who will be a
living testimony to the power of God'!s VYord in the world. And
when that Christlan's task is accomplisiied in the world, he will
personally experience the full meaning of 3t. Paul's convictlon

concerning tiut Word: "I am not ashamed of the gospel of Canriat,

for it is Gae power of God unto salvation to every one that

believetin. w5

4. 3elected I'rom United Praesbyterlan.
5. Rom. 1l:1G.
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