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with the loss of the German language the Lutheran charaoter
of the school also disappears and therefore no one should
be permitted to teach who has no real love for the Germsn.
Minnesota clung as firmly to the Germsn ss the rest of
Synod. For example, at the Minnesots District Convention
in 1924 it wan only sfter a heated discussion that a
resolution finally was passed permitting a negro to
address the convention in the English language.l

To be sure there was a need for Germsn when schools
were first esteblished. A good number of the children
could not svesk English, Many upol_:e only low-Germsn,
snd to them the tescher would have to spesk in low=
Germsn or the pupll would have to grasp the high-Cerman
es best he ccvul.d.z Therefore the transition to the use
of Fnglish in the schools came gradually end very elowly.
The Schulblatt advised teaching the secular subjects in
the lover and middle grades through the medium of the
Geérmon language in order that the subject matter could
be grasped better and made more clear and that thersby
the German would become a.part of the chlldren., In the
upner grades both languagea were to be used, esveofl.any;
in asrithmetlio, So ghet the children would be sble to
work in the world. Vhen the chlldren who attended the

1. Interview with A. C. Stellhorn.
9. Letter of 0. C. Wolff, _
3. In den Geschaeften. Schulblatt, XII, pp. 50-53.
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Lutheran schools began spesking English among themselves,
some objected that 1t wes because the schonls w-re beginning
to use English as the medium language in ‘some subjects.

This wae not true, however, since in many instances
children who were ngt exposed to English in the schools
also spoke Fnglish. The pressure for more English came
from the Esst. A request for more English at the Addison
Gollege was suppressed by those of the Mid-west. Svnarsamkeit
determined their snswer. The chsnge ﬁoula involve calling
a new professor and adding a third year to the college
prop,t'am.a The east heid that the greatest proof for the
necessity of tralning in English at the Addi@or‘t college

wags the demand for teschers who could teach I&:glj.slu_.a
However, this was not generally true in Minnesota or the
Mid-west. Strangely enough, &t the ssme time that ths
Schulblatt wes carrying articles strongly defending

the teaching of German and insisting that it be crntinued,
it also oar;'led erticles encouraging the tesching of .
T™nglish, The reasons given for teaching English were

1. Cf. Schulblati, III, p. 233. The author, a
writer from the East, held that children should learn
English as soon a3 they enter school. Joml C. W. Linde-
mann, editor of the Schulblatt, objected. -The author stated
that English was more natural for the children.  Lindemam
again amwended a note that these were the conditions in
the Fast. To the suggestion that the Bible and Bible
stories be read in English Lindemann notes that he could -
never agree. ; ; :

25 Ibldo, nv, 'D'p- 26-291

3; TPid., III, pp. 230 ff:
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(1) that they were indebted to their country very much
and therefore 1t would be patriotic to conform, (2) that
in order to be of any influence unon the country in
general 1t would be necess:-ry to use English as a
medium, (3) that teaching English in the schools woid
prevent meny children from attending the public schools
end thereby become estranged to the Lutheran churoh.l

Thus English gradually found a place in the curriculum
of the school. By 1893 the Schulblatt stated that no one
denied that English gomposition should be taught, at
least no one should. By this time Minnesota was probsbly
convinced of the advissbility of including English in the
curriculum, since competition from the public schools was
becoming a threst sbout the year 1890. Already inl1872
the Hamburg parish, which today is one of the most German
communities of linnesota, declded that the teacher should
teach Germsn elght months of the ysar and English for
three m~nths, the English to be taught simltaneously with
the (%er'mem.3

Todaey there are probebly very few if any_aohoola
which teach the Germen language, and it seems quite certain
that Germsn 1s no longer used as medium language, even

1. Schulblatt, I, pp. 205 f.; VI, p. 4. Note that
these are in the firsi': 1;sus of the'Soht'zlblatt, 1865 and
1871. Lster this plea was not so persistent.

2. XXVIII, pp. 41-47.,
Se I.etter'og L. Wohlfeil, February 6, 1947,
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though as late as 1929 elghteen schools of the Minnesota
Distriot had religious instruction in German only. In
1938 one pastor was still compelled to use the Germsn in

confirmation instructions for one of his confirmsnds.

" The School Journal of 1934 makes the general statement
that ﬁgliah is the language of all parochlal achools.l
Yet there are more then traces of German in Mimmesota
today, though perhaps not in the schools themseivea‘. In
1945 there were 150 of a total of 270 parishes which
conducted aom.e of their church services in the German
1ang'uage.2 In some sections of Minnesota, as in Carver
Comty and the New ﬁm comnunity, it 1ls very common to
hear children speaking among themselves in German.
Seculsr Subjects in the Curriculum

Although religilon and German wer-e slmost always .
included in the curriculum of the early schools, they
were not the only aub,jeci:s taught. Questionnaire repli.ea'
to the question as to the subjects taught when the school
was established sre very unrelisble. Several 4id not
note that Ltha question applied to the first school and

m stakenly supplied the subjects taught todsy. Judging

1. m' Pe 35. Rev., F. J. Mack of 8t. J'olll'a at
Weber reports in a letter of February 26, 1947 that until
sbout elght years ago the German langusge wss the main
medium to impart Christisn knowledge to the pupils but was
dropped entirely from the curriculum..
2, Missourl Synod Statistical Yearbook, 1945.



from the answer as a whole which was given to this question
and from the artlcles in the Schulblatt, it would seem
that every school taught penmanship snd arithmetic in
additlon to religlon and German.l A great majority also
taught geosl'aphy and si.ng:.ng.g Some taught l_nstory and
civics. Frequently a teacher would be interested in
natoral history and would gather a rather comnlete collection
of specimens for the school. _
Although no specifio informestion c=n be obtained,
At would seem thst 1little change took place in the
curriculum from the time when the first schools were estab-
1ished until World Wer I, At least no general attempt
wes made to expand the curriculum. Naturally the more
nrogressive minded congregrtlon or parish lesders would
extend the curriculum vhenever nossible. A‘bout the yesr
1870 it was stlll a question in the minde of meny teachers
Just how much of the secular branoh:s could be included

in the one-room or two-room school. About the year 1919

1, Of. 1919 Hinnesota District Report, p. 71.

2, 1d. .Pime devoted Eo geography varied from 30
to 120 #@inutes weekly.

3. Ibid. The complaint was reg!.shred that not enough
were teaching these subjects. The suggestion was made that
ten minutes or the usual one-hour arithmetic period be
devoted to civics,

4, At the teschers' conference in the year 1870
one of the teachers met with opposition from the floor when
he held thet it was possible to teach Hatur%sohichte. :
Weltgeschichte und Zeichnen in a one-room .school. e con-
ference felt it would be best to be cntent with a little
end teach that well. -The hlatory of tlie Reformation was to
be tsught, however. Schulblatt, :V, p. 361.
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the District school committee definitely begsn to en-
courage mng-eéationa to extend tl;e instruction in

secular subjects. It was held thst children muet sssimilate
such things as English, reading, writing, arithmetioc,

* geogrephy, Unlted States history, and physiology. This

wes felt geoeaary in order that they mipght become useful
cltizens. The District convention requested the Achool
committee to draw up a course of study.. Since no current

one was satlsfactory, Professor Psul E. Kretzmsnn of

Concordiz College, 8t. Paul, was asked to prepare one.

This nrogrem was in the hands 61‘ the teachers by September
of the same year and receilved favorable ooniment.z fhere-
fore 1t 1s surprising to read in the Diafx;iot Report

of 1927: e g 3

Since our Distriot does not hsve
a "Course of Study" of its own, we
recommend for close study of all
teachers and pastors teaching school
the course published by the Central
District with such chsnges as the
laws of the state and ensuing cirocum-
stances might necessitate.®

Appsrently Kretzmann's course of study oroved unsatisfactory.

1. 1919 %t_rsmsota District ;enort, pp. 0 £, The
rule was! - Suchet der Staat Bestes e argument was that if,
for example, children do not have s mastery of English they
will not be in a position to reap the full benefits of thelr
occupation (Buergerplichten). OChildren should learn the
essentials of Hi%md, since health is a gift of God and the
child should learn to value and cultivate it. Local conditions
would, of course, determine how much of the secular subjects
could be taught. The achools were not expected to run cometi-
tion with a public school which have as many as eight or even
gixteen teachers.

2. 1916 lilnnesota District Revort, p. 59 ; the 1919
Dlstriotanepgrt 3 p. 68 comments on the execution of the resolution.




46

' At ‘the. present time the schools of linnesota follow
the General Course of for Lutheran Elementsry 3chools
published under the auspices of the Missourli Sy;\od Board
of Christian Education in 1943. This course of Qtudy
fully meets the state requirements. In addition to a
description of what 1s to be trught in relie,;lonl the
following subjects are included: Lsnguage arts - resding,
lsnguage, spelling, handwriting; arithmetioc; soclal
sclence - soclal studles, geography, history, civies;
sclence - health and safety education, grneral sclence;
fine srts - music and art education. The course also
includes a gsection on the kindergsarten and suggests
geversl delly vrograms. It 18 evident that the goal of
the Missourl Synod ie still to have the best elementsry
schools in the cnuntry, not only for the benefit of Luth-
eran children but for the welfsre of the nation as a
who 1e.2

Instructional Hethods
General methods of teaching the varlous Bubjects
were stressed at the teacher training institutions, but
‘the emchasis was not vleced upon pet schemes and teaching

3
devices but uron aims, habits, ideals, and attlitudes.

1. In 1940 previous to the asppearance of the
Genernl Course of Study a course of study in religion was
prepered for the Minnesota District and supolied gratis to
the teschers. glsu- Home Mission, August 1940, p. 22. :

2, 8Schulblatt, II, pP. 2. ;

3, Sohool Journal, IXVI, p. 45,




