Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship

5-17-1948

A Survey of the Confirmation Instruction of the Children within a
Pastoral Conference

Robert T. Koehler
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_koehlerr@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation

Koehler, Robert T., "A Survey of the Confirmation Instruction of the Children within a Pastoral Conference"
(1948). Bachelor of Divinity. 220.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/220

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F220&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F220&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/220?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F220&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

A SURVEY OF THE CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION OF THE
CHILDRER WITHIN A PASTORAL CONFERZHCE

A Thesis Presented to
the Fzculty of Concordia Seminary
Department of Religlous Education

In Pertial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree
Bachelor of Divinity

By
Robert T. Koehler

lay ,1948

sepeorst v s OB
By Yot




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Outline « o« o « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o s a o s o o
Y. Introduction o« ¢ ¢« ¢ s « a o o &«
I¥. hesults of the Guestionnaire . »

ITI. EZvaluation oif’ the fesults « « « o

Appendix. The St. Yroix Conference . .

Appendix., Letter meiled to the pastors

Appendix. Catechlsm texts ¢ ¢ o o « o«

Appendix. ‘he Cuestionnalrc « « o ¢ o

Bib.l.iogrt.phy e o 8§ # © @ @ ® & o 8 0 @

TG
71
w4

11




]

111

SURVEY OF THY CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION OF THE
CHILDRER “ITHIN A PASTORAL CONFEKRENCE
( Yutline )
Controlling Eurpose: Lo make a survey and evaluation of ﬁha

confirmation instruction of todsy in a part of the “utheran

“hu:‘.:'ch ®

I. Introduction. - :
A. Past history of the catechetical instruction in the ;
_ LYhurch shows periods of decay. :
IBe 4n the “nitea States, ‘utheran catechetics have ]
. suffered periods of decay. ;
C.dnstitutions of the world have had climaxes and
decaYe
1, Ispecial purpose of the papers
Tie Make-up of the St. Croix Conference,.
eliethods of the survey

e e

II. Hesults.
Ae Alms,.
He nome cooperation
G. Separation of the classes.
e Kequirements for juniors, for conflrmation, and
~ ono-year attendance.
e *ime.
¥, “nstructore.
Ge Curriculum ,
1l. Catechiam,. -
2+ Bible Stowvies.
Se Bible.
4. "Viorshipa
Be “iscellaneous
H. General methods
I. Yeacher preparation.

IIX. ¥valuation of the Survey
Ae. Aims seem to put too much emphasis on i ntellectual
helievers. .
B. Home cooperation could be improved. :
Ce. Age and educational requirements appear low.
D. Length of attendance is fairly ggpd.
¥. Guelifications of teaching staffj of texta are goode

-

¥. iiethods of teaching bear study.

G: gmount of memory work reguired very largc.

. Bible and Blble History Curriculum is fair.
e trainingtnegésO:SEGE;re attention

. subjects des .

K: sggg:ga:{ds aid~ﬁha use ofdtests could be improved.
L. piseipling on the main good.

M. ¥ore gffggts for personal improvement.




. A SURVEY OF THE CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION OF THE
CHILDREN WITHIN A PASTORAL CONFERENCE

l. Introduction

-~

Gonfirmation instruction of ohildren is the foundation of
the work of the pastor. During his period of contact with the
_oatechumens he osn strengthen the personal Ghristianity of the
children. He has the chud.-:;eg in the time of their lives when
thelr minds are eager and sﬁiqcé:gtip}g, A'goqd og.f,eo!:islt through
his :i_h_qtruotic_'m lays a solid foundation for a_“congresatipig' of
staunch believers in :uture:.yégr.a.., Good confirmation instrucs
tion'i;ll:él{es the p:geagl:;i.ng ‘more efficlent, makes the work with
ﬁrdﬁbie_d souls easier, and @crégsps' the spirit of love be=
twe'e':‘:; -pastor and oateohumens.l A 'ba'd catechist will umllv :
produce contrary results. The purpose of the paper is to make

a aurvey of the oonfirmation matmot!.on vhich the children ot

a paltoral conference are reoe:lving todaye
From the very earliest times candidates for adm:l.as:l.on in-

to 15?-'5_9_ Christian church have been duly instructed and prepared

1 M " cateohisation: The Relation it sustains to
the :voEl: o:%'l %ﬁﬁ ‘Pastor and how it is to be oonduotod Luth-

Sran Qun_.rterlz, v ( ( 1875 ), pa202 If.
1




before their reception into the church. In the early days such
instruction was to prepare them for Baptism. Baptism was the
sa_erament of inltiation for adults, and the ancient churches!
prime concern was to gain the millions of adults. This metmc-
tion soems to have shown varlous degrees of thoroughness. The
instruction during the apost’ol:le age was, wilthout a doubt, very
thorough. A glimpse into the Book of Acts suffices to :I.llpstrate
the zeal of the early fathers for catechlsation: Philiﬁp'.e viork
in Samaria, followed by the visitation of Peter and John, as
recorded in Acts, chapter eight; the same evangelist's 1nstme- +
tion of tho Ethiopian eunuch®; Peter's work in the house'of .- -
Cornelius®; Aquila's snd Priscilla's work with Apollos4; -affd the
frequent admonitions of Paul-to strengthen the faith and.ln}ow#'_ ;
ledge of the christlians 1s ev:l.dent 'even to the eursery -iieaders.
Ve must remember that these converts, as all converts from the :
J ewish Church, had a thorough knowledge of the. 0ld Testament
and only lacked the linking of the Old Testament w.'..th :I.te enl-
mination in Christ and the New Teatament. Yot the disciples
gave them thorough instruction in Christianity. The zeal and. _
thoroughness of the disciples will always stand before us as
as example and goal of thorough instruction worthy of our “'0“
zealous imitation. ] '
Although the apostolilo period was a model of religi.ous 4

edueat'.:l.on, the standards of eduoatlon gradually weakened ane

£inally gave way as the years progressed. This weakening-_vae _

2. Acts 28, 26-40.

Se Acts 1o 44-48, ; .

4. Acts 18 24-28, G S
5. Titua 2 & 1 Timothy 2, 2.



not evident at first; on the contrary, for the three hundred
vears Ilmmediately following the apostolic era the chureh ex=-
hibltod a zeal for catechlsation of its neoMeaG akin to the
zeal of the Apostolic Fatherss An elaborate system of cate-
chisation and confirmation rites evolved. Training schools for
the preparation of catechists were developed to cope with the
prbler: of' instructing the ever=increasing numbers of converts.
Cyril of Jerusalem has left us a series of catechetical ser=
mons from this periodv. -In the first eighteen d:l.soc;mrsas he
explained the general doctrines of christianity, and in the
last five he explalned the mysteries of the Sacraments for
those who were ready to receive them. Included in these dis-
courses were treatments of the Apostolic Symbol, Baptism, and
Ethics. The church perfected a method of disciplining to be
administered to the audientesa before Baptism. With the pas-
sing of years the preparatory oatechetical course was discarded,
the time of the catechumenate was dangerously shortened, and 3%
customary time for preparation was growing brilefer and brief-
er. The Council of Bracara in 610 even out down the time of
instruction of the Mﬁ to "'twenty days. Finally nothing
remalihed but the memorization of certain formulass thile the
maiﬁqt_ny of the church - instruction = fell by the wayside,
fhat 'ﬁh_:loh had been adopted from heathenlsm remained, namely,

the ce;amonie and formulas. The members of heathen nations

G-Aﬁﬁfioanta who wished to become members of the oongregetim

3\lt£afd not had any mstmoté.o:.ohht T :
_Gerberding; The Lutheran Cate 3 Debs :

8. hearer -ngatechmnens who could only attend the’.ﬂ:;tipart of

the ‘seérvice. They had received preliminary catech s;":; o et

9. catechumens who were candidates for Baptism and in close

commmion with the congregation than the audlentes.



vho streamed into the boundaries of the church, who needed
thorough educatlon and training, were not prov!.ded with re-
gularlmd suffliclent Instruction. The church, aplritually en=
ervated, vhile able to bring them into the fold, was not able

10

to renew them lnwardly.” From the bright glare of the zeal-

ous instructlon of the post-apostolic age we sink into the
dull gloom and spiritual blackness of religlous indifference,
formality, and absence of indoctrination. True, there were
times of reawakening, such as under Charlemagne, times when
greater stress was lald upon Instruction. But as the pallor

of the Papacy settled over the church in ever greater Iintens-
ity, this phase of Christian activity suffered the same atrophy
as Involved every other endeavor which had to do with the
truth and the cause of truth at that time.

‘“he bpeginning of the heformation brought an intense re-
vival - s new spirit - into this work, a revival which the
church had perhaps not experlenced since apostolic times. It
was a campaign of instruction. Confirmation was not in vogue
as much as today. It was a work primarily of instruction in
the catechism. There was great diversity in the methods used,

. the time devoted to instruction, and so forth; but nevertheless,
the great importance of the work was grasped and a deep appre=
ciation was evidenced. Instead of long memorizing of large pen=

sums of materisl, new eduont:lonal aims came into being. Luther

stressed understanding tho material. 11 Other ‘reformers came out

10, Heu, Catechetics, ppe 435-44.
11. Tbid. p.95. R



with books of Instruction, but luther's hooks blagzed the trail
for new aims and standards of instruction, new methods, and new
zea1.12 tiowever, the fresh breezes of living faith as pro-
claimed in the original vital catechism were weakened and fin-
ally stifled through the perlods of dead orthodoxy and later
rationalisme. Pletlsm brought a brief revival of better catech-
isatlon. liatlonalism extended dovm into the latter part of
the last centurye.

Thls same turn of events has been experienced in our
ovn country. 4eal for the confirmation instruction of the young
folks was taken for granted smong the early Lutheran sottlers
in the contlinent. *ho could not do well to emmlate the labors
of Pastor Boltzlus and lir. Springer of the 0ld Swadas_, OT iiuen=
lonborg among the Germans of Pennsylvania or Velthusen and
Nuessman smong the German settlers in the Carolinas?l® At the
turn of the nineteenth century parish schools and later Sun-
day schools and summer schools became the indispensible alds
for tho instruction of the yéung for confirmation. Ss:q to say,
the young Lutheran Church in America did not remain uneifected
by the currents of rationslism and indifference which were so
rampant _il.n. Furope and flowed over to the colonies from tho
homeigﬁd. Perhaps, too, the awareness of the Lutherans of their
small numbers, the fe-1ling of being strangers among other nation-

allities added to this da_oa:r-_

In later generations our church, which had

insti-
made the fatal mistake of not planting her own =
“tutions of learning, became affected by the rational

12, Ibid. pp. 95-103.
13, Ibid. p.202.
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ism and emotlonalism that abounded in the imer-
ican heformed churches. Luther's Catechism fell into
Into disfavor and disuse.lﬁuhatitutea were of-
fered In its place. So=called explanations,
vhich explained away Luther's sensé, were clr-
culated. Such a substitute for Luther's was
Quitman's Uatechism, published with consent
and approbation of the New York siiinisterium
in 1814. It was rationalistic throughout and
removed the very foundations as well as the
essence of the faith of the church of the
Reformation. In circles where there was sprit-
uality enough to he repelled by such subtle
and soul-destroying forms of unbellef, emotion=—
alism under the form of so-called "New leasurism"
or Hevlivalism, took the place cof catechlsation.
Indifference to dooctrine fostered indifference
if not hostility %o catechisation. In many
places in the Lutheran churches that wanted
to be like the churches around them, 1t went
entirely out of fashion. It was no rare thing :
%o find people who had grown up in the English Lu
Lutheran church who had not seen a copy of
Luther's Small Catechism.{The results, as
may be imagined, were disastrous. When people
know of no difference between the Lutheran
church and others, vwhy should they love or
sacrifice for her? If one is as good as the
other, it is foolish, it is wasteful, if not
sinful, to build up Lumtheran missions vhere
there are other churches.

It took some liberal Lutherans a long
time to learn these self-evident truths. Some
indeed, have not learned them to this day. This
diminishing class is careless to thorough cate=-
chisation. They do uot bulld up strong Lutheran
churches. If all would accept these principles
and follow these methods, the Lutheran church 14
would have no future, ond she would deserve none.

Thus certein parts of the Lutheran church in America fell into
the consuning morass of indifference during the midd:!.e and
latter part of the last century. 'his was caused by the neg=

lect of confirmation instruction. At the turn of this present
irmation instruction

ghtful

°°ﬁtu'r:v tho prospect has changed and conf

of the catechumens has begun to receive again its ri
amount of emphasis. Confirmation has been revitalized and the

14, Gerberding, ops ¢its DPe 119-120.




catechism is again coming into 1ts own.

*hus the reporter at a Conference of Catechetics re=-

ported about twenty years ago:

For several decades there has been a groving
emphasis on rellgious education. The opmplete col=
lapse of the high~ pressure snd high-power emotion=-
el evangellism as a method of bullding the Church of
Christ led to a search for a better way.... Boards
and commlttees were arousing the churches to the
nesd and were planning curriculum reconstruction
to meet the need.ees All that was needed in the . -
Lutheran church was a new appreciation of the method
it already possessed -« a new appreciation - and
then possibly a wider applicdations..«All that wvas
needed was s new reallzation of the need and
the possibilitles of the educational methodeess

Statistics show"™ this report. says, "that
ahout two-thirds of the congregations have al=
ready instruction and confirmation. About one-
third only blennially. An average ‘of 31 hours
is glven. Some report as high as 100 hours de-
voted to catochetlcs, a few as low as 10 or 15
hourseess ~his report shows tha'li' there 1s room
for improvement in thls matter.ld

gt only does n resume of the past experience of cat-
echetical history in thg Christian Church and especially in our
ovn Lutheran Church glve evidence of periods which wore deserts
of religious instruction, but also a fleeting 'glanoe at fhe gen=
eral history of institutlonz in ﬁhe world seems to point to
the same conclusion. It seems that men have never been able to
retain = good thing in 1its pristir{e vigor. iiitness the rise and
£all tha: marks the history of the anclent Hittite, Assyrian,
and Bebylonian empires, the dissolution of the Gpeek civili-
zation with its great appreclation for beauty and philosophy,
the Noman eciviliration with its great achievementa in govern=

ment and law. lven the church in Germany has exhibited signs

15 Paul ﬂoh, OPe cite PPe 39 & 554 1))




of rot and decay when compared to its original vigor. 1t seems
that familiarity with the benefits of an institution, govern-
ment, even church breed a contempt for it and has a debilitat-
ing effect on 1lts constituency. PFerhaps this paper may offer
some gleam to the answer of this question in the church: "is
our church receding 1ln its education of the young for confir-
mation, or are we still succeeding in retaining a vigorous
infusion of christiasn falth and 1ife into the hearts of the
children."

¥ Then too, an institution is the product to a great ex-
tent of its age, of the environment from which it grew and in
which it lives. This perhaps, is an important reason for éhe
sapping oi tne vigor in instruction in the sarly Lutheran
Churches, combined with the harmful effects of a delayed lang-

uage transition. e are also surrounded today with similar

e PO i e

problems which confronted the early vanguards of Lutheranism,

problems of a different outward manifestation, but neverthe-
less the seme in essence. A writer on Christian education _E
remarks aptly concerning the present trends in religious

education. :

ken are forgetting to guide their actlons
by the sectarian guarrels of the past.... There 1is
less asking what a professed Christisn believes and
more asking what he does, and in what spiri? he
does it.... Yne Young women's and Young len's
Christian assoclations, the modern charlties
movement enlisting in its membership people of
widely different religlous apncestry, the Hed
Cross, and a host of other organizatlions not
80 generally known - these all, both in member-
ship and in the type of leaders they have at-
tracted, betray a gathering impstience with
mere creed, and a ripening conviction that
service and true spirit are the true pearls of
great price.... kore and more evangelical



leaders are convinced that the methods of
earlier days must be supplemented by an ed-
ucational evangellsm, which first lays
foundations and prepares the way for de-
clsion and, after deoision has come to pass,
continues to counselsnnd ald to the end of
earth's pilgrimage.

The pragmatist breaks so completely with
vhat has all along been conslidered to he a
priceless heritage and makes religious ed-
ucation to center wholly 29 present individ-
ual and social experince,

It is hoped that the results of this paper may help to
discover what concessions, 1f any, our churches, or to be
more speclflic 3 our catechlsts have made to the Influence
of modern trends in the religlous education fleld.

:his paper may also help to show trends existing in the
methois of rode:n confirmation instruction compared to the
standards of confirmation instruction in the “‘utheran church
of the past. It may bring some evidence that we havehired

up to our standards or even surpassed the standards of the paste.

A complete and positive answer:to these questions would entall

an examinntion on the spot of all the instruction of all the

children of the various synods end would entall an almost in=-
surmovntable wall of obstacles. ‘his study merely aims tqmake
a survey in a small unit of synodical orgsnization, a pastor-
al conference. he purpose of the paper is narrowed down to

the confines of one conferencee

16, Emme and Stewick as quoted by “retzmann, The gglggion

of the Child Ol
17. SaﬁIreg.as quoted by Kretzmann, Ibid. pP«32.
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*he conference ciosen vas the "St. Croix Gonference of
the linnesota Ulstrict of the Wisconsin Synod". This group
comprises twenty-four pastors situated in the middle-eastern
section of ililnnesota, in and around the Tvin Citles, and the
western fringes of %lsconsin. The group was not selected be-
cause 1t hnd outstanding pedagogical problems with which to
cope In 1its midst, or because of some brilliant catechists,
or some poor catechlsts in its midst. ?h:l.s conference is a-
random cexample of the work done smong the youth of our Syn=-
odlcal Conference for the preparation for confirmation. One
‘might call it a "iiddletown", speaking from a r-1iglous-edu-
cation point of view. The vwriter selected this group because
he vas somevhat familiar with hoth the pastors and their con-
gregations and envirbnments. This fact of acquaintance seems
to have 1Increased the percentage of questionnaires returned.
This conference might be considered aversge in that it does
not have an unusually large mission fleld within 1its midst.
Consequoently, the possibility that the pastors have hecome
over-zeaslous in the face of mission opportunities ard lowered
the standards of instruction is rather negligible.

Both large and small churches are found in the con=-
ference. There are small missions and congregations number-
ing over 1,500 communicant members. There are congregations
right in the heart of metropolitan areas, in small rural towms,
and in rural areas removed from villages. About fifty per cent
of the pastors are stationed in rural and rurban areas, and
about fifty per cent are stationed in the midst of or dm> the

gy
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outskirts of metropeditan arcas. About fifteen percent of the
congregations maintaln christian day-schools.
The usual methods of a survey were employed. A six-

. page questlonnaire together with a personal letter was sent to

each ona of the ;pa::i:oz'a.:"8

Although personal observation of
classroom work would have 1increased the efficlency and results
of the survey lmmeasurably, this was not possible. Of the
twenty=four questionnaires that were mailled out, sixtesn wore
returned. The majority of the pastors who did not answer are
stationed in metropolitan areas. Thls means that the paper 1s
based on the facts indicated on the returms from sixty-seven
per cent of the pastors. ‘he conference comprises twenty-
four pastors. .

ilthough there have been a viealth of surveys made on:
social, ecconomic, and education trends and standards in cur
country, there have been very few surveys made in the field
of religious education, especially within:the Lutheran church.
Vie have not produced the amount of catechetical material in
English vhich we might expect nor have we kept a finger on the
pulse of Lutheran cducational trends. Since the turn of the last
century there are only two well known books in English avallable

on Catechetics, namely, Rou's Satechetlcs and Gerberding's The

Lutheran Catcchist. There seems to be a need for books in this

fi01d. Tt must be admitted that the steandards of the Lutheran

church ars fer different from the standards commonly 'fmmd 2

18. Copies of each will be found in the appendix.




12

among the Reformed churches. They seem to be interested only
in moralizing. Happlly, the last decade or two have shown an
awakened interest on the psrt of many Lutherans in confirmation

inatruction and christian educatlion in genera1.19

19. Paul H.Oh, 0Ps clts Po S7EL.



13

II. Results of the Questionnaire

The questlonnaire comprised six pages olj questions. The
questions naturally divided themselves into eleven sections.
Theso sectlons were: l. General 1nfom§tiong, 2. Aims, 3.
Home cooperatlon, 4. iAttendance, 6. Requirements, 6. Time,
7. Inatructor, 8. Place, 9. Curriculum, 10. General Methods,
1ll. Teacher preuparation.

ATUS

Since nims are among the most important parts of instruc=
tion, the answers that each one gave to the question, " ‘hat
are the results you wish to achieve in the children " will be
Indicated:

A pastor who is in a small town and has a medilm-sized

congregation writes:

Commit to memory six chief parts with explanation,
Christian Questions and parts of the Table of Duties,
all Books of the Bible, some selected hymn verses,
‘about 150 Bible verses - selected from the Catechlsms
Ability to snswer ( not necessarily memorized ) the
gquestions unfer the Explanation of Luther's Catechlsm
( lios, new

Familiam):y with the Bible and ability to use the
same ( find books and ve:)-ses. Read it. Meaning and
uss croas=referencas Je

Inggil in them the conviction that they are sinners
and thet Jesus is tne only Savior. Salvation is by
faith alone, but that faith without works is dead.
Convict of the idea that God has given us only three
means of Grace - must continue to use them.

: i mall Cate=
1. * Short &xplanation of Dr. Martin lmther's Smal _
Shism,published by Soncordle Publishing House in 1945.
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Encourage them to stand on their owm
feet after confirmation es to Bible read-
ing, church attendence, and support, es-
peclally attending and registering for

Holy Gommunion. Be an example to others,
even to parents.

The pastor who has a a;mall, new mission in the out=-
skirts of the metropolitan area of the Twin Citles says:

The results that I wish to achieve are these
1) a sound Biblical Doctrine 2) a Bible-edu=
cated Christian 3) a church that- has in-
doctrinated confirmands. The aims bind in
with the results of the course. 1) to
educate the child for his later church
life, 2) to prepare child to meet the
three great enemies of his faith, 3) to
prepare child to do mission work of his
own and thus ald the pastor in his work.

LA pastor vho has a falrly large church in a completely

rural area vwrites:

To have them learn the majority of
Scripture passages and Bible storles.
Try to interest them in order that they
will he interested to continue thelr
religious education following confirmation.
Yie alm to instruct them in Walther League
mectings after confirmation.

A pastor vho has bullt up a fairly large congregation
in a northern isconsin towvn states:

le To impart to them the funda-
mental truths of Christian religion.
2, To strengthen their faith in Jesus
Christ thelr Savior. 3) To prove that
faith by a life of godliness and holi=-
ness to the glory of God and the sal-
vation of their souls.

“his pastor who has an established congregation In a

small tovn states:

To bring children to Christ through
the teaching of God's ¥ord.

A pastor vho is in a small, old congregation in a

a small, settled community says:
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liy chlef alm 1s to teach the chil-
dren to know the Savior and that we are
saved through falth in Him alone. I tell
them that their lessons are not the end
of thelr learning the Bible, but only as
an introduction to the wonderful truths,
and that on the basls of what they have
learned they should now listen to the
sermons and search the Scriptures so that
thiey can learn more of the Bible and then
stand up for the truth at sll times. 1
want to keep them steadfast in the faith
through the operations cf the ‘Holy Ghost,
and keep them in the church.

A pestor in a medlum-sized, growing church in a mié-

western town writes:

Not only to indoctrinate suffic-
iently for inteiligent and active com-
municant membership in the congregation,
but also to instill a desire to grow in
such knovledge and understanding by con-
tinued private reading and church attend-
ance, etc.

A pastor in a falrly large metropclitan church says:

Indoctrination. Freparation for Holy..
Communion. A love for the ford preached
at publlic services.

The pastor who is in a small congregation in a com-
bPletely rural area writes:

As comprehensive a knowledge of the
Bible and its chief doctrines as possible
as the foundation and the basis_of their
faith and the assurance of everlasting
life.

A pastor who has a very large metropolitan church says:

To deepen tne transforming knowledge
of Christ in the heart and bring it into
action in the life of the child. To keep
the instruction as unmechenical as pos=
sible, so as not to convey the impression
that Christisnity is a matter of rules
but of life under the freepom of the uvos-
pel, even for children. 1o impart and
create a love for the pible, an under-
standing and intelligent, as well as
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heartfelt participation in public and
private worship. To lay the foundations
for a2 life~long adherence to the faith
and fellowship of Jesus Christ,

A pastor In a small congregation in a small community

writes:

To instill in the child a prgpor fear,
love, and trust In God. That this wmay be,
they must learn to use, helieve, vhere
possible underatand, and apply to themselves
God's Vord. Since the time 1s so short,
they must be set on the right path with
the hope énd prayers thet they may cone=
tinue in i% even unto deaths Themini-

mmm aim must be to prepare the child so

it cen partake of the Lord's Supper to <—
its benefit and be an active communicant
wlth all the privlileges and dutles in-
volved.

The City “issionary in the metropolitan area writes:

At Gillette ( Hospital ) children in
three different wards are being prepared
for Confirmation. Results desired: Sufflc-
lent knowledge of the fundemental teachlngs
of the Christian religion, especially glving
the Holy Spirit =n opportunity to work
throuvgh the Yord on the hearts of the chil-
dren. Since the children are handicapped, |

they ususlly have not received a minimum

of religious instruction, or even Sunday
achool attendance has been irregular or
impossivble in the children's respective
home churches. Sunday school classes at
Gillette, conducted by women from our
Lutheran lission suxiliary and several students
from Voncordia Gollege, help augment the
knowledge of Bible stories.

At the Boy's school (Totem Town) the
older boys sre taught once each week by the
institutional missionary. Since these boys
frequently come from broken homes, or have
been handicapped by poor environmets, it
is evident that they have llttle lmowl'gdge
of things spiritual. Results desired: ‘0
lead them into God's truth and to give the
Spirit of God an opportunity to influence .
their hearts and minds. If the knowledge 1:
the teachings of the “hiistian religion
cortain boys is sufficient and we are con=
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vinced that they may receive the Sac-
roment of Communion with blessing, they
are confirmed in a public service in the
institution in June.

A smaller group of boys, listed as Luth-
eran, are taught by a Primaner....Hesults
desired: Bring knowledge of pible stories and
teach most important chief parts of the cat-

echism. DBringing Christ to the boys is the
alm. .

The naestor in a very large metropolitan church with a

parochial schcol writes:

An increased knowledge of Christian
doctrine. A treasure of Scripture passages
committed to memory. Ability to examine
oneself preparatory for noly Communion. s
Hegular and attentive church attendance.

The paster in a smell congregation in a completely rur-

al area writes:

To indoctrinate thoroughly enough
that tie child may know himself to (be)
a sinner, whose only hope of salvation is in
Christ Jesus, his Savior, whom he is to
serve with a godly life, that he may know
that a ailigent use of the means of grace 1s
the only thing that may keep him in the
faith and help him to serve hls wuord as he
ougnt. In sddition the child is to under-
stand the work and worship and heritage
of his cmurch sufficlently for his age
to induce him willingly and gladly to
promise faltnfulness to the Lutheran
Church of the Synodical Uonference.

A pastor wno has a small mission in a small community
writes:
To bring them to the point where they
understand the plan of salvation as much
as possible.

A pastor in a fairly large metropolitan church left the

section on aims entirely blank.
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The eims perhaps divide into two sections, knowledge and
instilling a love for christian living. knowledge has the pre-
ponderence of the attention and the concern of the paatorslnnd
is stated generally as "indoctrinate for intelligent and active
communicant membership", or "for prepsration for Holy Communion”,
or "as comprenensive a knowledge of the pible as possible", and
"sound Bible doctrine"”. Only two have gone to greater length
in defining this knowledge as "memory.... familiarity with the
Bible.... conviction that sinners". The instilling of a living
faith sctive in goct works, or a zeal, is described generslly
as, "encograge them to stand on own feet after confirmation as
to Bible rending, etc." or "prepare the child for three great
enemies", and "to prove faith by s life of godliness". Only
one has clarified his aims with regard to the christian life
by stating his surpose in the words "to keep the instruction
as unmechanicnl as possible so as not to convey the impression
that Christisnity is a matter of rules, but of 1ife under the
freedom of the Gospel, even for children“.vcompared to the alms
concerning knowledge, the aims concerning the christian life
are rather skimpy. Uf course, in the case of the children in
the hospltal snd school, the aims are somewhat lower.

HOME COOPKRAYTION

To solve the problem of home cooperation one pastor
holds a meeting with the parents as a group. This pastor is
in a clty congregation. Four pastors speak to the parents of
the confirmation children when they come for communion announce-=

ments. Eleven of the pastors state that they visit the parents

S
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Individually in thelr homes. One pastor stated that he visit-
ed the parents "when necessary", inother stated that he visit-
ed "some of the parents" in their homes. Other methods that the
pastors metloned are: the Church paper, letters, Sunday bulletins,
announcements in sermons, Sunday school teachers present the
names of those of confirmation age."Through emphasis on the
duties of parents in sermons and our church paper" was men=
tioned by one. The city missionary state.s that he visits the
homcs of parents of chlldren to secure thelr consent in con=
firming the eligible. Cooperation 1s enlisted with the Super-
intendent and the teachers of the Boy's school.
Une pastor uses report oards Grades are by percentage.
‘hree things are graded: Behavior, Effort, Achievement.
ATTFEDANCE

“n the congregations of thirteen pastors the ohildren
attend two years. In one congregation children attend one year
1f they have attended parochlal school, two years if they have
attended public school. In two rural parishes the children at-
tend for two or more years. =

The two classes do not meet separately in ten congre=
gations. In one congregation the classes are separated one dny
of the week, but meet jointly on Saturday. Une reports CEre il .
classes only when there is a larger proup of children.

REQUIREMENT 8

sifnimum age requirements for Juniors vari.ed within

three years. The youngest age, which vas mentioned by three,

was ten years old or its equivalent in grade school, the sixth

grade. Six stated that the minimum age they required was eleven
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vears. Five did not mention the age eleven, but stated that

"the pupll was to be in the seventh grade, 1nd!.oat1ng that they
base morc on the natural abllitles of the child as evidenced
in school work than on chronologlcal age. Several mentioned
the age of twelve or the elghth grade as.the winimum age

requirement. Two pastors left this question blank,probably
indicating that there 1s quite some leeway as to age, or that ’
they took the age they had in mind as self-evident. 2 w
A little over on;s-half. of the pastors indicated that
Sunday school attendence by the pub:lls was also required.

At least some of those who indlcated that attendence was re-

quirod indicated by the words as "they usually do" that pupils
cuvamnrily attended. The length of required Sunday school at-
tendence was stated rather generally and vaguely. Some stated

Yat least two years" or "at least to the conolusion of the

eighth grade" or "through confirmation”. Two require atten=-
dence from age six through the Bible olasses. - .
Host of the pastors did not state any other require-

ments. (ne stated, "attendence at Junlor Choir rehearsals”.
Another required "fair knowledge of Bible History and Cate-
chism text" as one of his prerequisites. A qity.pastor remarked,
"must have attended lild-week Released School: Here they mem=
orize main facts of the oatechism," Fhrases _l:lke "not all
cooperate”, "it 1s not a law", "with exceptions", and also

the fact that two pastors left age question blank seem: to
indicate that these requirements are not adnered to rigldly,
but that the child is expected-to be about of the age group

in the seventh grade and have a foundatlon of Christianity




recelved in Sunday school or parochial school and church
services. All pastors but one required parochial school
ohildren to attend the senior class. E
Confirmation age and date
To the question "what is the minimum age requirement
for confirmation" six pastors answered thirteen years, two
answered fowiteen years, twelve answered the seventh grade,

two answered the eighth drade, and one answered "usually the

ninth grade". Remarks such as "not determined by age but by ability"

and "no iron-clad rule" seem to indicate that these ages are
only the usual miniwmum requirements and that children are con=
firmed below these ages.

Yo the question "do you have a set date for confirmation"
nine onswered yes. Of that nine only four have confirmation on
Palm Sunday, a rather interesting fact. iiother's Day came se=
cond with two pastors regularly ‘holding their confirmation
services on that day. One added, " This obviates celebrating
fother's Day". One pastor holds confirmation on the first Sunday
in June. Une holds confirmetion on the third Sunday in Jung.
Those who do not have a fixed date snswered the question, "How
do you decide", as follows: ¥ vhen course is completed; when
!'eadv. .1n_ June; when I consider the child ready for confirmation,
1.e., he vmst know his catechism thoroughly; near the close otf
olasses (school) neaf the middle of June. ‘hirty-elght per cent
of the pastors usually have confirmation in June. thirty-eight
per cent of the pestors confirm their classes when they feel
that the children are ready for confirmation.
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Prerequisites for one year attendance

A question concerning the prerequisites for those
who attend for ‘only one year was asked. Seven pastors fill-
ed in the question. Since only a few of the congregations have
parochlal schools, only three pastors indicated parochial
school instructlon as a prerequisite. Cne merely indicated that
parochial attendance was required, and two indicsted that
two years of parochlal school was required. Cnly three indicated
that Sunday school attendance was required. One indicated that
merely Sunday school attendance was reguired; one stated that
attendance of two years was required; and one stated "as long
as we can get them”. One stated that children attend Sunday
school, “as a rule". One stated, "No prerequisites. If the
child comes to us, we accept him in his age group". Two pastors
answered, "lust be familiar with catechism and Bible stories"
and "a thoroughly satisfactory knowledge of the material’. One
stated, "two years required unless a very exceptional case
arises". One stated, "previous (religious) instruction, other-
wise no exceppions".

IINE

Three pastors answered the question, "Do parochial and
Sunday school pupils attend together®. Two stated that they do
attend together. Une stated that they meet separately until
about one month before confirmation.

Juniors - length of instruction.

September to kay - 6

September to April - S
September to June - ©




25

October to April - 1
September to January - 1
October to lay = 1
January to July = 1

iuniors - time of periods.
Saturday morning (Oam.- 12m): -7
Saturdey affiernoon (2pm - 4pm) - 2
dMonday and Thursday (4:00 = 5:30) - 2
Tvesday snd Friday (4:00 = 5:350) = 1
#onday, “ednesdey, and Iriday (4:00 - 5:30) = 2
*“he congrogetions that have three classes a week are
city congregations. One pastor remarkéd, "Our parish consists
of hoth rural and town members. ‘he only day that we can get
them 1s Saturday. Both classes are together. *he second year
is a repeat of the first. kivch ivprovement can be seen in the
second yoar,"
SJoniors - length of instruction.
September to llay
September to April
September to June
Jenuary to July
October to April

October to May
October to iarch

18808
o R KT

Seniors - time of classos.

Saturday morning (9200 - 12:00)
Satnrday afternoon (2:00 = 4:00)
ionday Y&:OO = 5130)

Friday (3:3%0 = 4:30) )
lionday. and Thursday (4:00 - 5:00 4
“‘uesday afternoon and Saturday mornin = L
iionday, %ednesday, ang Frida (4:00 _'86) -
Monday, Tuesday, and ~riday 4300 - 53

The parish programs of the pastors 1ine up like this:

1111
VPO

[T
(-]

Numbers of hours of instruction -

s summer
180 & over = 5 (One has also twelve feek. school)

160 - 179 = 2
140 - 189 =1
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-

120 -~ 139 « 3 (One has four weeks summer sohool)
100 - 119 - 1
80 = 99 -2
50 - 79 - 2 (One has elght weeks summer school!

*hese courses are taught as:

one=hour lessons - 6

one- and two-hour lessons « 1

one= and three-hour lessong = 2
two=hour lessons = 1

three=hour lessons = 3

one-hour lessons and swmer school - 1
two~hour lessons and sumnrer school = 1
taree=hour lessons and sum-er school = 1

It iz Interesting to note that none of the pastors have
the gamc set=upe.
Instructor
instructors for all junior classes except one were the
pastors. The other olass was instructed by a college student
from Goncordla, St. Paule. All senior classes were instructed

by the pastorse.

“ocut ion

Ten of the congregations hold junior confirmation classes

either in the church basement of the parish hall suditorium.

Three hold them in class Trooms, four in the parish hall, and

three in the study. Of the senlor olasses ten are held in
elther the basement or parish hall auditorium, two in class
rooms, and foar in studles.

CURRICULUK |
The study of the ourriculum was divided into the fol=-

lowing sets of guestions: Bible, Catechism, Bible Stories, Vor=

ship, and Miscellaneous.

Curriculum for the junlors =



Catechism

Twelve pastors used the New Synodical Ed:lt:l.onzfor: the ~ :‘y
Juniors. Of these one also used Kurth's catechetical Hea:!.;_:u;.2
One used Kurth's Catechetical Helps alone. *he other two used the
Drewes edition® and the Gausewibhs edition? One class used as
textbooks the pamphlet edition of Luther's Six Chief Parts and
the work-book, "Learning and Living For Jesus".?

iiethods of Instruction

Methods used in the junior class did not show a very
great variation. Ten pastors used the "lecture and quostion" — .
method. Of thess, five used the "lecture and question" method .
exclusively. Two each used a combination of the "lecture snd n
question” method and the "topic disocussion" method, and a com= ~
bination of the "lecture and question" method and the "question
and nnswer” method. Une used a combination of the "lecture"

method and the "problem-solution" method. This means that sixty-

three per cent of the pastors use the "lecture and question" <

1 1 ]
method, thirty-two per cent using the "tecture and question :1

method exclusively end thirty-two per cent using the "lecture

and gquestion” method in conjunction with other methods. Of the

"maiﬁin" thirty~seven percent, twelve per cent use the "question *

end answer" method exoluaivoly, twelve per cent used the
queat:l.on and answar method with the "toplc disoussion” method,

and six per cent used a combination of "topic discusaion" and

Prohlem-:olut:lon methods. One pastor did not answers
n
To the question, “Do you follow the order of the text",

2. See the appendix for information.



thirteen of the pastors replied that they followed it exaotly.
One , vho uses Gausewltz edition, stated that he began first
with the introduction, then inserted the Firast Article before
continuing with the regular order of the text. “ne pastor
leaves the Lord's Prayer o the last. ;

Mothod of “xposition of the text

; ¥ourteon of the pastors first explain the answer to the
guestion and then the proof passages, using the *.q'gducti\r@_.’?-
mothode Tvo of the pastors occaslonally study the proof pas=
sages Firat ond derive the answer to the question from the
proof passages, using the i:l.nductive:‘ method. One pastor uses
the inductive method exclusivelye.

Of the fifteen pastors answoring the question, "Before
assigning meterial to ba memorized I make certain that they
understand it", fourteen ansvered yes: One answered, "not always".

Proof Posseges memorized by the Junlors were®

Loas than § = 2

25

5153

60

75

100
1650
300
400 ;

700 = H
Mot indlcated = 2

Parts of the Catechism which each pastor required the

Juniors to memorize were as follows?

(g Ry S

Yes g%
All Chief Parts = i6 R e
( Une omits sections on The Lord's P;:ggim)
Christian Questions=a6i omdks
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L es no
Tzble of Vities IS"' i3

( One assigns parts of the Tab
“orning end *vening Prayers - 19, of Lutlon)
12 4

“umber of Cuestions in the catechism rhich pastors

expected the juniors to memorize were:

Few = 4
10 -1
50 =1
10C = 1
600 = 1

Those found in the Ureed - 1
Five stated thet the juriors were required only to give the
sensc of the answerse. Sixz did not answere the question.’
Currlculum for the senlors=
In fifteen of the congregations the pastors used the

seme catechism text as the juniors did. Une pastor changed from

“Lenrning and Yorking for Jesus" to'Kurth's Catechetical Helps"
Teaching methods for seniors remained the same in
fifteen of the congregations. One dropped topic discussion
for the scniors and used the "problem = solution" method and
the "lecture and question’ method.
The same Was followed with the senior
clasa s hed been followed with the junior classess Tho same
methods were used in the exposition of the text; vhether de-

duotivo or inductive, and the same mumber of pastors explained
the materlals to be memoriszed.

i-.lemom work

Ui fferences manifested themselves in the number of

Proof passages and parts of the catechism to be memorizede.

":hirteep required the aamepumber of proof passages to bo mem=



orized. The three others Increased them from 100 - 125, from
156 = 135,and from 400 - £00. *he pastor who had his juniors
omit the third and fourth chief parts for memory work had his
seniors memorize the fourth chlef part, although he still omit-
ted the third chlef part. Four pastors added the Christian
Questions to the memory work of the seniors. This means that
flfty-six per cent of the pastors require the seniors to mem-
orize the Christian (Questions and Answers. One pastor added
the Table of Duties and Luther'!'s morning and evening prayers.
“his means that thirty-two per cent require the senlors to mem=
orize the Table of Dutles and seventy-five per cent require
the seniors to memorize the morning and evening prayorse.

‘hirteen of the pastors required the seniors to memors
ize the same questions from the catechism as they required of
the juniors. The three others increased the number from 100-
260, from “hose in the Creed to all the questions, and from
no questions to all the questions.

BIBLE STORIES

Juniors

Every pastor stated that he expected the juniors to
Xnow most of the Sihle stories in the text. Every pastor with
the exception of one expected the child to tell the story in
his own words, not verbatim. “he one pastor vho did not ex-
pect his juniors to tell the story at all stated that the
Juniors used a work-book in Bible Ei;tory. Seven pastors used

:11’16 History text-books. “f these, three used Albrecht and

- Hagedorn, "Stories from the Bible", three used "apdvanced Bible




History" from Concordia Publishing liouse, and one used "Bible
Storles for Lutheran Sunday School, Senior".® Vne pastor
stated that he dld not use a kible History text-book but that
the children of Junior confirmation age attended ‘eleased Time
classes and used "Concordia Bible Stories" with work-books.

Seniors

Every pastor except one stated that the senlors are ex=

pected to know most of the Bible storles found in the text. Agailn,

geven pastors used Bible History text-books. They used the same
ones that they had used with the jumlors. One pastor stated that
the children of the senior class age (seventh snd eighth grades)
in released time classes used the " Advanced Bible istory"S
and worksheets. iAgain, all p stors with the exception of one
required the seniors to tell the stories in their own words.
‘he pastor who did not empect them to tell them at all uses a
vworkbook in Bible History.
BIBLE

Juniors Sy

_ Nheference Seven pastors expected the juniors to refer
to the Bible for -the stori'es. One expected the pupils to 1'91'91'. :
to the Bible for the stories only at times. Eight did not ex=
pect the juniors to refer to the Bible for the storles.

Drill Seventy-five per cent of the pastors gave e

juniors drill in finding various passgges in the Bible.
s assigned readings to supplement
ories and texts in the catechism

Readings Kight pastor
the lesson. One assigned the st

| "Se See appandiimfc;r explenations of these books.




text for Bible readings. Eight did not assign such readings.
Four pastors expected the Jul:;iora to read portions of the
Bible unrelated to the lessons duri:ng the year. *welve did
not assign such readings.
lMemory work Five pastors expected the junlors to mem-
orize some psalms and other portions of soripture. The number:
of psalms assigned were: one, two, five. One stated that mem-
orizing psn:_l.ms vas optional after other memory work. One
pastb_r did not indicate the number of psalms and scripture
selections to be memorized. All pastors expa.oted the juniors
to name all of the Books of the Bibles
Seniors

Reference Nine pastors expected the seniors to refer to
the Bible for the stories; six did not, but did expect 1t oc-
casionally.

Irill Fourteen pastors gave the senlors drill in
find:lng Bible passages, and two did not.

Readings Ten assigned Bible readings to the seniors
to supplement the lessons, one assigned the refrences in the
text, and one pastor assigned Genesis,1-18, one of the Gospels,
the the Ixéta. .

Hemory Nine paators. expected the seniors to memorize

psalms. Seven did not. The number required were:
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of scripture. Iwo did reguire other sections to be memor-
ized, but did not state which sections. All the pastors
required the seniors to neme the Books of the Bible. Eleven
pastors require the senlors to remember where various pas-
sages are found. Cne required four to be remembered. Uthers
indicated by remarks as "in some cases" or "a few" that the
number was smell. The largest amaunt required was "ell pas-
sages found in Graded ilemory Lessons for Lutheran School".
A pastor remarked, "Am instituting this method at present,
would like it, wish I had had 1t". Another said, "It depends
on the individusl, also whether there is a parochial school".
WORSHIF

Junior classes of twelve pastors were urged to attend
church services. Four pastors (twenty-five per cent) obligated
the juniors to attend church. Devotional life was encouraged
by three pastors through assigning prayers to be written.
Thirteen did not assign the writing of prayers. None of the
pastors had the juniors select the Bible selection for confir-
mation devotion. ihirteen percent allowed the juniors to
select the hymn for confirmation devotion. Ihree pastors allowed
the juniors to read the scripture selection. One had them read
it in unison. fwelve did not have the juniors read the soripture
selection. Une of the sixteen alloved the juniors to lead in
prayer. Nine of the sixteen expected the juniors to give brief
Teports on the sermons. Frequency of the reports was:

Occasionally

-3
Every week -1
For one month = 1

3 i Dl M ¢
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During the course - 1
Not indicated -3

Viritten reports were required by three pastors, oral reports
by six.

Other waya of encouraging devotional 1ife which were
mentioned are: "having them use their own daily devotional®,
"Sunday school teachers urge them to stay for services",
"worship at home with parents, majority of vhom are not mem=
bers of the church™, "acquaint the children with missions and
let them sent their own contributions®, “frequent admonition
to read, hear, and live by God's Word", "“Ve open or oclose,
as case may be, classes with morning and evening suffrages,
litany, and psalms®, "each was presented with a New Yest-
ament and encouraged to use it regularly”.

The seniors recei:ved quite similar instruction. Nine
pastors urged the seniors to attend church, one strongly.
Six (thirty-elght per cent) obligated the seniors to attend.
This 1s two more than the juniors. Twelve per cent of the pas=
tors assigned to the seniors the writing of prayers. ®lghty=
eight per cent did not. None of the pastors allowed the seniors
to select the Bible readings for confirmation devotionse.
Twelve per cent of the pastors allowed the seniors to select
the hymn for confirmation devotion. Eighty-eight per cent did
not. Twenty-five per cent had the seniors read the scripture
melections, one occasionally. One pastor had the seniors lead
in prayer. Other methods mentioned to increase devotion were:
"rend chapters in unison®, Rpaving and using their own devo-

tional®.
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Forty-four per cent of the pastors expected the seniors
to give brilef reports on sermons. igifty-six per cent did not.
4he number of times reporta wers required were; occaaionally,
weekly, and five to ten. Your pastors did not say how often
they required sermon reports. bflghteen per cent of the pastors
requlred writton sermon reports. *hirty per cent require oral
reports. Other ways mentlonad to increase the spiritual 1ife
of the senlors were the same methods ufentioned under the
Juniors. ' '

HISCELLANEQUS

¥or the juniora=-

Homework Only one of the pastors fequlred the juniors
to read extra books at home. Three pa_storé complemented the
Junior's program with projects and workbooks. Answers given
were: "special home work", "workbooks", "memory work stressed
mostly". One mentioned the books used, "either lLearning and J
Living or a Bible History Workbook". Another stated that he

used workbooks in the summer school.

Secondary material 'i'c the question, "Do you include
lessons or = pa:-.t of a lesson on liturgical practice" thirty-
elght per cent answered yes. Number of lessons mentloned wass
three, referencos, in connection with other lessons, and "I
explain",

e To the question, "Do you include lessons or & part

of a lesson on church history” Thirty per cent answered yes.

that
¥requency of lessons was: refermoes, & few, One stated

he presented Luther's L:I.fe.




*o the cuostlon whothor lessons were presented on Syn=
odical Urganizations ond their vork, forgy-two per cent
ansvered voes. 'ne frequency montioned was? two hours, three
hours, end & part of an hour here and theroe.

Concerning missiors and mission methods, forty-two per
cent indiceted that they devoted time to it. Une stated that
he spent two houirs on it, anothor one to five hours. Other
anawere werel as the cccasion arises, few, and threa.

Lilghteen por eent of the pastors include other things to
enrich the curriculum. Thelr answers were: fleld trips - ob=
servatorles, wuscwisy and,ve have two children's days vhen
the children take over the services, ushering = teking offer-
ings - singing Individual stanzese ‘he pustor teaching in the
boy's school stated, " Have the young people from the Lalther
Leaguc sccieties present a progrmm espocislly at Christmas.
Ocomsicnally show sildes to the whole school.

Yor the senlors

Lomework he senlors of ome confirmation }class vere
required o read books ot home. The books were the jugsburg
Confession and the Life of Luther. “inty-four per cent of the
pastors did not requive any books to be read at houoe “hirty
per cent complement the progras of the seniors with projects.
Projocts stated were: workbook; prepared materlal from the
Publishing House = for the catoeohismj vorkbook in the summor

schooly Bible Listory workbook; special home Worke
jight of the pnstors dovote time

percontmorathan

Sgcondary material
to the study of liturgical practice ( tweive

e & ars
for the juniors). Eight did not devote any time to 1t. /insw
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to the question, "How many lossons" were: two op e

three (stated by two), one, I explain, and, inoidentel in
the course of discussions.

:hirty-seven include leasons or parts of lessons on
Church listory. Sixty-three per cent do not. Anawers concern=
ing the number of lessons were: six on the Life of Luther, etc.}
fevw; incldental in the disfussionj Life of Luther; references;
six or more; filve. l

:h:l.rty-seven per oenf of the pastors lnolude les~
aons on Synodlcal Urganications and thelr work. Frequency of the
lessons varied/from "part of an hour here and there" through
two (given by two) to three or more.

“hirty-seven per cent of the pa?tors include lessons
or a part of &« lesson on missions and mission methods. :are',
again, the number of lessons varled. Yne to five, two, depends
on the pupils, incidentally, as the occasion arises, were the
angwers given.

Forty-three per cent of the pastors included lessons
on church practice. “wo stated that they devoted two classes
to it. @wee stated 1.:ha1: they spent an incidental amount of
time on it. Two did not indlcate the amount of time they spent
on 1it.

Other things which the prstors imolude in the curric=

_udum are: some work in the confessions = perhaps the Augs=

burg Confession is road end explained; fileld work = obser-

-, |}
vatories, museums, churches.  he pastor in the boy's school

for
stated that he had Walther “eaguers present a program 10

i e il % it 2

'
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the seniors and he showed religlous slides oceasionally.

GENERAL_ KETHODS

Tests Fifty per cent of the pastors use written tests.

In testing the pupils knowledge thiry-seven per cent of the "'"':\}_

pastors use only the catechlism, ‘'‘hirty=seven per cent use the
new-type tests. One mentioned that he used Vi. A, Poehler's
"progress Tests", Thirteen por cent use essay-type tests.
Eifty per cent of the pastors help the pupil begin with the
recitation of his memory worke. Une qualified his answer with
the words, at times - poorer pupils. Fifty per cent dld not
help the pupils hegin the recitation.

Visual alds ';t:'he pastors used blackboard, maps,
plotures, slides, movies,and bulletin boards. Significantly,
only fifty per cent have blackboards. if‘iﬂ;y-:lx per cent
have maps. Forty-three per cent use pictures. Twelvo per cent
use movies. One uses slides. Une uses & bulletin bhoard. .

Discipline Vhen the lesson is not studied, all the
pastors discipline the pupil by having a heaft-to-heart
talk with the pupil , relying upon the Vord as the povers
One added the remark, "best of all". Forty-two per cent also
kept the-pupil after school to study £he "forgotter 19_“°n° of

- these forty-two per cent, two qualified their affirmation by the

words, seldom, and, once in a vhile. Forty-two per cent had the

P“Pil write the "forgotten" lesson. One of these sald that he

- 014 this very infrequently. None of the pastors used corporal

Punishment . "hirty per cent also report ot the parents. Yne

1
does it frequently, one if necessary, and one in the fina
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analysls only. One stated that he had the pupils review the

lesson untll knovn.

Teacher preparation One pastor m-arel'y indicated that
he had read bocks on christian education the past year. Twenty-
five per cent read one book. Six per cent rezsd several books
thls past year, and six per cent read three books. *his adds
up to forty-two per cent who road books on christian educa=
tion during thls pnst year.

Thirty percent subscribe to at leasst cne christlan ed-
ucational journal. There are three subscribers to the LUTE=- i
ERAN SCEOC: BULLNYIN, and one each subscrlbes to the CHRISTIAN
PARERT , SCHOOL JOURNAL, COKCORDIA THROLOGICAL MONTHRLY, end the
QUARPAL SCERIFT. Ope pastor suscribes to three of these perilod=
fcals, snd two to one periodical. One remarked, " Vould hg more
if my sslary would cover". Another stated, " I read current
bulletins and articles in the church papers". |

Intereatingly enough, one pastor remarked at the .end of
the questionnaire, " All of these questions were fine, but
there are some that will not or cannot be put into actual prac=
tice vhen you are 1:1'm11;oﬁ to Saturdey school, & little study
in tha parsonage, and ahsolutely no f_aeil:l.ties as & black=

board, desk or anything for vorke. T am for visual alds, but

since the congregatlion is working
heoated

.have no wey to obtaln them,
on such a limited hudget. I hope some day to have &

room in the church with a1l faclellities.
ng the pastors! feellngs of the

To inquire concerni

was
Present status of religlous 4nstruction the question
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nsked, " Do you feel that there is sny area of the christian
education of the child 1nvwhich We as a church are deficient

or falling down". Two considered the post-confirmation snd
Bible class agos as veak perlods. One felt that we wore fal-
ling dovm In the pre=confirmation perlod. Other remarks were:
appllication to 1ife - practical ohristianity = stewavdship,
olarity, wlinessing; where there is no parochial achoo;.

as among many of us, I fear that confirmation instruction

is not sufficient unless backed up by good home trainings

not enough parochlal schools in the states Strikingly, one
folt that womory is a wesk spote Two felt that visual alds
could be used more extensively, especlally in smaller churches.
One felt that ve are falling down in family worship. e
states, " The greatost bane is getting the youngster to at=
tend church with hils parents. The children seem to regzard
Sunday school as tholr church, while the parents attend service
alone. So many parents seem to be content vhen the child has
attended Sunday schoole In this way Sunday school is a
nuisance. I sowmetlmes wish that we oould have rsliglious ed=
ucation on Saturdays, so the whole familles might attend

services together.”
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III. Bvaluation of the results

A perusal of the aims as expreased by these pastors
shows that they are vitally concerned in their aims to pro-
duce doctrinally educated laity. Practically all of them
begin the statements of tThelr sims by stating that they
aim to give the children a good knowledge of the fundamental
truths of the christian religion. To the furtherance of this
aim the pastors alsc aim to give the children a good treas-
ury of Bible docirine. 1t appears that this conference is .
keeping the high standards of the Lutheresn church in striv-
ing for a well-indoctrinated laity. Yet it is a gquestion
whether the methods they employed really achieved these
ends. Unfortunately, a number of pastors were quite vague
in stating their entire aim in confirmation instruction.
Une pastor left the entire section blank. An answer as, "To
bring Christ to the cnild", although very true, does ex-
hibit a lack of cisur thinking or a lack of crystallization
of the particulsr aims of confirmation 1ns'truction.

while the intellectual aims as expressed by the pas=
tors did receive much emphasis, the personal relation of the
child - the personal desire to be in communion with the
means of grace and live a holy 1ife - dic not receive as
mich emphasis. A good nuwber of the pastors showed that they
were concerned about it, but only a small number showed by
their aims that they clearly knew what they were aiming for.

That few mentioned the instilling of love. for the acriptu.res.

'
ol
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and familiarity with the Bible, thet few mentioned a desire
to hear the word of God and participate fully in public
worship, that few mentioned as an aim the desire to grow

and the conviction of sinfulness, seems to indicete that the
alms of a perscnal, emotlonal life of the catechumens are not
what they should be.

A good number of the pastors show that they are interested in -
influencing the will of the child. They seem to be interested
only in influencing the future life of the child, very little
strass is on the present. There was no uniform way of stating
the aims. A pood number of the pastors aim to encourage the
child to stsy with the church, support it, and attend services.
Several pastors stress the instilling of the desire to stick
to the church. lhe stress by a number of the pastors in in-
stilling the desire to use the mesns of grace diligently is
also a feirly good indication. Chruch attendance and communion
attendance rre mentioned frequently. wlllingness tc give time
and effort to the church is also mentioned. sut is this all there
is to'sanctification? It seems that the pastors really sre not
thinking of the ssnctification of the heart, but only a few
outvard monifestations of church attendance. Perhaps it is
significant that prayer 1ife was not even mentioned once.

There also could be more stress on the means of grace, since
their use 1s the only thing «hich is able to keep the christ=
l1an faithful. There is a definite lack of clear thinking on

the training in Christian living. with a few good exceptions,

tian
8 lack of aims in instilling social ethics, duties of Chrils

t
parenthood, and an exemplary life, 18 painfully evident,
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Alms for tralning In mission work, a point stressed slrost
fanaticelly by the Baptlsts and Seventh Day Adventist, 1
also conspicuously absent. Of the pastors only one motions that
he. alms to propare the children to do also mission work of
thelr ovne.

One wrlter has divided confirmation aims into these
catagorics: Chrlstian conduct, Christisn character, Christ=-
lan conviction, and Christian confession.l *he aims which the
prnstors stated were good on the last two, but poor on the
first two. liost of the pastors stated that their alm was by
the holp of God's Spirit, who excreises -'“_is pover in the Yord,
to deeopen, instill, lead into the knowledge of the Ssvier and
their ovn sinfullness or tc indoctrinate them as good church
members, ashle tc exemine themselves, but they were not so
sure vhat their aims were in causing the children t_o be of
services to their Sevior, their church, and their fellowmen.

iyedr nims were more intellectual than functional, *he f\
functional was: limited quite often merely to more indoctiin= -
ation, more passages, more dootrines to use than applications
and a more thorough use of the “ord and what the children had
recelved. Vihat were functional aims dld not seem to strike at
the hoart of the metter - sanctification of the heart - bub
was sntlsflied with emphaslizing vorship, the means of graces
contrituting to the dlmroh, all vhioh makes for an oubwerd,

1. Paul J. Hoh, Ops Cite, Pe 50e
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formel christimnity. ‘he right attitude of the heart was
barely uwentioned. it sounds as though the pastors were em=-
vhaslzing only the outward matters of»support of the church
in order to suppori the ministry. It could be a vielous circls
1f the pastors stress only t'ese things and glve the children
the Impression that the pastors only want to pe:petuate those
policies fin order %o continue the church snd the need for their
office. igaln, the alms Impross one as béing intended for the
distent fubur~ instead of the present. *he psstors want cate-
chunens vho will be good church members, who willl have a good
foundatlon for life, vho will contribuéé, and so forth. “hey
say rothing shout striving for catechurens vwho are good members.
411 is future , oot present. Une must work on the present
hebits of the chlld before he can hope to influence future
conduct.

Ur, Reu states the alus as follows:

1} Faithfully to imbed and anchor In the
intellect of the rising generation all the holy
trubhs upon which the life of the mature con-

gregetion is based funkmentally, and by which
alone it is consbantly renewed, and without
the knowledge of which there 1s no posslbility
of on nll-sided participation in the life of the
church. 2) to stir their emotions to a vital 3
"interest" in these truths. 5) to bend the will
80 that it mey run in paths in vhich the Holy

Spnirit, turning to account these tuths, in his
o‘%.}'n time end ;E;ur, 11fts them into personal falth

and, as a corollary thergto, into the life of
the mature congregation.

Tt might be well to mention another set of aims worked

out:

2. Reu 02. cj.t. p.512 e

-




The first (aims) divid
orie dealing with'the! catsinisaiNeo s
second with the life of the catechumen. In 5
the first group: A realization that 1).tha
catechumen is a child of God, sealed through
Baptism, and that he receives benefits from
GUod amccordingly, 2) as a child of God, he
may speak with God as a father and ouéht to
do so habltually, 3) he must experience and
then confess this God before men, 4) this
conf'ession assumes tangible form in the life
that he live (the commandments serving as a
gulde and also as a measuring rod indicating
where he falls), 5) because of his fallure he mst
be assured of God's forgiveness and continued love
(the seal and sign of this forgiveness and love
being provided in the sacrament of the Lord's
Supper) The second group: 1) An under-
standing and appreciation of the Bible and a
devotional study of it. 2) an attitude of
reverence; a habit of worship in church, the
home, and in private. 3) an understanding
and appreciation of the development through
which the church has passed. 4) a desire to
express Christian principle in life. 5) a
habit of contributing regularly to the needs
of the church, both current and benevolent.
6) an active participation in the genesal
and specific activities of the church.

-&
-

One cannot expect that any of the pastors would have a
statement of aims comparsble to any of these well-thought-
out statements of aims. Comparing the results of the ques-
tionnaire, we find that the pastors sre good, perhaps too

good in their aims under Ur. Reus's first aims and in the

first sections of Rev. Nolde's aims. Howeter, according to

the way that some of the pastors stated their aims, it sounds

as if they were only interested in msking the children christian

' and that they were teaching heathen.

As a summary evaluation of the alms of the pastors these

l ' '] - H 02 U 5 . :'-he b RB (]
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polnts seem to be evident; 1) in regard to indoctrination -
the intellectual life of the confirmant, the aims of the
pastors are quite profuse and perhaps rather high. 2) In re-
gard to training for personal Christisnity, the stendards of
aims were not uniformly so high. inswers indicated vague-
ness and foggy thlnking. The aims were usually for a formal ————
Christianity. 3) In regard to stirring up the will for intel-
ligent Christian membership, the aims were lower than before.
This seemed tu be especlally true of the ministers who had
small rural psrishes. The aims for functional Christianity
were even much lower in the rural churches than they were in
the city congregations. Aims in the use of the means of grace
were fair. Aims in Christien ethics, duties of Christian 1liv-
ing, and in mission obligations were almost uniformly low.

The question of the aims in confirmation instruction
1s of fundamental importance both from a theoretical and
practical view. Lf one has no idea of the aims of instruction,
one has no way of settling the question as to educative means
or materisl or correctness of method. Without clarification
of aims religious instruction proceeds haphazardly and often
taken on an sutomatic character, while on the other hand, clar-
ification of sims settles the problems of methods and material
and raises the whole educational and disciplinary task to a
high degree of ystém, comprehensiveness, and purpose.

nome cooperation between parents and pastors secms -
to be fair. oy far the majority cf pastors visit the parents
of the confirmstion children in their homes. If this means
that they have visited home during the periods of imstruction

in order to talk over confirmation with the parents, this 1s

e—
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good. LIf this means merely that they have been in the homes

of the child¢ since it was born, it is not so good. Several
use the time of communion announcement to speak to the parents
about the child. There seems to be much room for improvement
in using other methods for enlisting the parents cooperation.
Only one pastor msets with all the parents to discuss with
them the serlousness of proper catechising, the pastor's need
of the parents' cooperation, and so forth. lkiost of the pastors
use rather Iimpersonal means of the church paper, Sunday bulle-
tin, and the sermon. These, of course, will do much, espec-
ially if the sermon cn Christian education is preached every
fall. None invites or urges the parents to attend the confir-
mation class in order to know how the children are treined.
we can learn much from the public school with their organi-
zations for enlisting the ald of the parents for improve-
ments in the physical plant and in cooperating with the home-
work.

An importent means of cooperating with the parents and
keeping in touch with the home is through report csrds. Only
one pastor makes use of report cards. This may mean that the
other pastors may feel that the children will consider their
grades as the chief thing if they receive report cards. Yer-
haps the pastors feel that report cards would take the ‘em

rood
phasis away from the lessons and place it on getting 6O

grades. Un the other hand, this could be interpreted as being

3 never
Not so0 good if these returns mean that the pastors have

d be
tried using report cerds. this matter, 1t seems coul



the object of some thorough study.

In all the congregations the standards of atten-
dance are good. All require the children without parochial
school training to attend at least two years. This tallies
favorably with the writers on catechetics, who advocate
attendance for two years if the children do not attend par-
ochial school. iven those who do have parochial schools reguire
attendance ror at least one year.

Separation of Jjunior and senlor classes is only
rare exception. This cculd be improved. Perhaps the small
number of children in the average class gives them the same
advantages which larger classes gain by dividing, that is,
more individusl attention. Nevertheless, separation for the
purpose of differing the instruction is good. There could be
improvements 1n the conference.

The age requirements for the juniors, that they be

at least eleven, shows rather low standards in the conference.

Stendards sre not improved by the pastors who allow children

of the age of ten to enter the confirmation classes. The age

of ten usually indicates the fifth grade and the age of eleven

usually indicates the sixth grade. This is rather low for

' n
confirmation. If the pastors mesnt when they stated cleve

d not
the equivalent to the seventh grade, the standards woul

] vel
be 30 low. If this can be taken to mean that the age le

' t the
1s being lowered, and if the fact that two pastors lef

not con-
qQuestion a blank can be taken to mean that they did

ds ere not
sider the age of importance, then the age standar

80 good.
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Religious khowledge reguirements do not appear to be
so good. Unly about one-half expect the child to attend Sun=-
day school previocus to confirmation, and many of those who do
expect them to attend only request them 1;0 do so. The phrases
as, "it is not a law" seem to indicate that standards of those
entering confirmation are in many instances very vague. Cf
course, many of the children do receive instruction before
confirmation as a matter of custom, even though th_e pastor
does not require 1lt. Perhaps, too, many pastors did not want
to say that it was reyuired because they did not expect.ch:lldren
who are galned shortly "before confirmation to measure up to the
standards of children whose parents have brecught them to Sun-
day schcol for a long period of time. It may be a matter of
being realistic in this field. Perhaps the pastors wish pupills
to attend educational agencies as long as possible previous
to confirmation, but it is better to accept a child for con-
firmation and gain him into the church even though he has
had little instruction th_an refuse f.o accept him until he has
had previous instruction and lose him for the church. uriters
do state that the child should by all means have ab least a
thorough instruction in Sunday school, Saturday school, end
summer school, but this is not possible in many cases. Sever-
al of the pastors do operate long summer schools in connection
with confirmation. Hev. Steege remarks that without a paro-
chial school there is not time to study Bible History and
Catechism. He feels that his thirty years of experience have

shown that children without parochial school training sre

in
alvays working under severe handicaps due to deficlencles

L N e

o AN
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the earlier i'.ra:?.ni.ne;.""l

Yhe minimua sge for confirmation mentioned by the
majorlity was thirteen years. fhis is fair. According to us-
uval standards this 1s only the seventh grzde. *f those who
mentioned thirteen vwiere thinking of the elghth grade, the
standards are not quite so low. *he eighth grade or fourteen
years of afe, as wentloned by a number, is a better choice of
age for confilrmation. o children are more maturc then.
'_"herc have been some authorities who preferred the ages bhe-
tween 15-17 hecause the child's mental processes have ma=-
tured moro, snd the child has a better grasp of the prob-
lemu': Yonu of the pastors prefer the latier age.

1f {ie constont chenglng of the date of ccnfirmatlon
dopreciztes the solemity snd importance of the day In the
eyes of the people and depreciates the lmportance of the
confirmation study, and if changing the date encourages the
loitering along of the pastor in his olass work, thon the
practico of the conference is not good. owever, the tnstruo-
tion is morc imprtant than the dato. “olding confirmation In
June also increuses the length of instruction. If the pastors
ate utilizing all of their time to the utmost and change tho
dato only when they feel that it 18 unavoidable, holding con-=

firmation in June may be better then on Falm Sundey. Jt 1s

intexsting that very few of the ministers still have conflrm=

- lavish-
ation on Falm Sunday. -t would not be well to stick sla

Lo the relatively short poriod between September
r ation of Gonﬁrmanda » Son

4, H. A. Steege, "The “rere” s
Sordia Th;olo ical ogtt'll (uay 1952). Vols: 3, Pe353

ond Palm
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Sunday if 1t were to the detriment of the children's instruc-
tion. Pentecost would seem to be the best choice both for
allowing a longer period of instruction and for keeping
one customary date for confirmation. If the practice of many of
the pastors of not having a set date means that they are concerned
primarily with the fltness of the child, it is good; if this
practice means that the pastors are careless concerning the
instruction during the year and continue instructing as long
as they have the whim, this is not so good.

There ap;:éars to be no uniform course of action when
a child wishes to be confirmed in one year. Unly a small
minority indicated that if the child wishes to be confirmed
in one year he must have attended parochisl or Sunday school
for some time previous aend have a feir knowledge of the cat-
echism and Bible History. For many pastors, the standards
sesm to be somewhat low, unless they tacitly do expect a
certain amount of knowledge in the child. If many children
attend confirmstion class for only ons yesr, the level of
education in the church would be visibly affected. There
should be clarification of practice in this area.

The length of attendsnce appears to be fairly good.
Most of the classes meet for approxima'toly nine months,
and only one class does not meet for at least two hours a
week. The amount of instruction considered necessary by Rev.

Steege is from ninety to one-hundred instruction hours.” Dr.

r
Reu stotes that "ostechumenal instruction should be given £Ou

€. Rev. Steege, Op. Cit., P- 395
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times a week for two years, unless incalculable injury is to
be inflicted upon the congregation.a This amounts to about
240 hours. The average of the conference measures up fairly
well to these standards. The average of the conference is about
140 hours for two years. :

Early morning hours, es well as several periods of
instruction a week sre r'ecommencled.9 Periods in the after-
noon are not considered so good because the children are fati-
gued, and they are in danger of identifying the instruction
with ennul and fatigue. Also, 1f instruction is Iimparted
merely as an appendage to public instruction, the children
may fall victim to the idea that religion is of less im-
portance. The classes that do meet on school days meet after
school hours. The classes that meet on Saturday meet only on
Saturday. This situation is difficult to remedy, unless the
churches have parochial schools or make different arrangements
with the public schools. Conditions in the rural parish mili-
tate against more than one instruction period a week. The
pastors are doing well in selecting Saturday morning in the
rural parish, for on Saturday morning they can keep the chil-
dren longer and accomplish more.

The qualifications of the teaching staff se
good. All the classes except one junior class are taught by the
e best formally qualified and for-

em to be

pPastor. Cur pastors are th

—

8. Reu, Op. Cit., p- 184. . Cit., p. 174.
9. Rue: Op. Gj.t.: P 442. Gerberding, Op. Cit.,
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mally trained teachers of religion available.

A large majorlty of the classes are held in church
auditoriums and basements. Usually meeting in a large room
as this. is not conductive to good classwork. There should be
more churches with Instruction rooms than there are now. Only
twenty per cent have classrooms now.

The conference shows good standards in the selection
of catechism texts. Unly twelve per cent do not use the New
Synodical Catechism. These use simpler texts. The children
are receiving instruction from the standsrd cstechism text-
books at present.

dith respect to the methods of teaching which are
being employed, most of the pastors are using the lecture
method, msny of them exclusively. Although the lecture
method can be used very effectively by a good teacher, it
is a}-rery tedicus mothod when used exclusively with younger
children. Others use the question and answer method exclusive-
1y. If they took the guestion to mean that they plied the
children with thought-provoking gquestions and by doing so
drew out of the children the answers from the children's
religious knowledge and spurred the children to a deeper

study of the catechism, then they ere doing a good job. The

. If
Question and answer method can be intensely interesting
they took it to mean a mere repetition of the questions in
ally in class, they are

e of teaching 1s then

the textbook with the children or

using a very dry method. Their practic

not clear

Very poor. The term in the quest:lonnaire was

Shough on this point.
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It is a moot question vwhether one should follow the
exact order of the text. Some shifting arcund in the book
during the course of the instruction may be very good in order
to increase interest. in fact, we do this very thing in teach-
ing reading and arithmetic. Wie skip sections and come back to
them. The passtors who do follow their own order may be showing
originality. Perhaps they have found on the basis of pedagog-
ical experiences that thelr order produces much better results.
Perhaps tne other pastors have not given the order of the
catechism much thought. 'he need of changing the first Article,
which one pastor who uses an old edition does, is obviaited.
by the new edition. Perhaps the pastor who leave the Lord's
Prayer to the last finds time spent on the last two chief
parts mors fruitful. ¥rom the other side, it may be better
to remain with the exact arrangement of the text when the
children nave not been familiar with the catechism before
confirmetion instruction. This matter needs more study.

The pastors practically always explaln the answer to the
question in the catechism text before taking up the proof
passages. Lt would be well if they.varied this procedure to
increase the interest of the children and also to tacitly
keep reminding the children that their faith is based on the
Bible and not on the text of the catechism as such.

The pastors are following sound pedagogicsl rules in

making sure that the puplls understand the material assigned

to them as memory work. Only two of the pastors did not make

this common procedure in thelr classes. Yet this practice

does not seem to fit with the number of Bible passages that
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they require to be memorized. Explaining all of those Pible
passages would take up most of the time of the class. er-
haps the iIntbntlons of the pastors are good but their prac-
tice does not reasure up to their standards. Vne is in-
clindd to question thelr enswers here.

The number of procf passaeges vhich the pastors require
the chlldren o learn appears to be rather high vhen one con=-
slders that the children only have a Sunday achool training.
Almost one-=half of the pastors require 300 or more pa suslgea <
to be conmitted to memory. Since most of the children are not
attending parochial school, they should not be required to
learn more than 250 paaaages.lo It seems very improbable that
a child car learn over 2650 passages, that is over two a lesson,
and be sble to digest and r<member them. If too many are re=-
quired, there 1s little if any time to review them and incor-
Porate them into the child s 1ife. ‘erhaps it would be better
for those asking sbove 200 “ible passages to concentrate on
a smaller numbere. “n the other side, those pastors vho only

88 two or three Bihle passages are not glving the children

a proper foundation.
The standards of memorizing the catechism are goods

All of the classes, with the exception of one,learn the six

ohief parts. S, andards of memorizing the Christian Guestiong

the Morning end Fvening prayers, the Table of Duties, are very

high. When the children are confirmed they will

have a memo=

b

10, Reu, Op. Cit. .__2_04100




rized knowledge of all of the catechism. Yet one questions
whether it is good to have the children learn all of this
materlal in two years. it is doubtful that they can remem-
ber it two years later. ihen one learns a large smount of
materlal hastlly, it seldom remains in the memory long.
The questlon also comes up vhether such large memory work en-
courages good thinking in the minds of the children. kem-
orized answers only serve to increase formality. it would
appear petber for the sake of the child to encourage him to
think the answers out for the guestions instead cf encourag-
ing him to memorlize the answers. All do require the cate-
chumen to know the sense of the answers.
Glancing over the whole question of memorization,
it appears that, although some are very low in thelr stand-

ards of memory work, many load too ruch memory work on the

‘\\-_-.,.__..-‘ -

children. Learning the whole catechlsm, the Christian
wuestions, the Table of Duties, and the Prayers, all the
Bible passages, and many of the guestions in the catechism
places a tremendous load of memory work on the shoulders of the
child to be done in 140 class periods. broken dovn, this means
that the child would have to recite several Bible passages,
several memorized questions, end a good chunk of the catechlsm
every period. That leaves little or no time in each period

for anything else other than chocking the memory work.
Fortunately, this situation does not exist in the majority of

the congregations.
Bible History provides the basis of the exposition



of the catechlism to the child. The Bible stories provide
a wealth of 1llustrations, examples, heroes, and varnings
to buttress the truths of the catechism. They help the
child to bring what he has learned into prectice. The cate-
chumens receive a good foundation of nible stories on vhich
to builld, in that every pastor requires his catechumens to
be famlliar with all of the Bible storles cited in the cate-
chism text. the selection of Bible Histories i1s also good.
Bible History books which familiarize the chlldren with the
words of the Bible and slso explain them to the children are
used. They =130 add pictures and questions. uere the pastors
do not stress mechanical memorization, but rather require the
student to give the gist of the stories in his own words.
If more pastors used the Bible History texts, they could
resuire the children to learn pible stories outside of class.
The text books obviate the necessity of the pastor using cless
time to explaln the meaning of words and phrases.

According to the questionnaire the average child after
confirmation willl have & fairly well developed familisrity

with the Bible. Hore bible work and famillarity with the Bible

is required of the seniors in most cases. The pastors give the

Seniors more drill in Bible passages. They essign more sections

for memory work to them. It appears that the pastors do not

have the children use history books but prefer to have them

refer dirsctly to the Bible for the stories. While methods of

familiarizing the child with the Bible by direct readings

astors, the

and practice work were utilized by a number of p




method of assigning Bible readings could receive more use.
ldany of the pastors are also neglecting to familiarize the
children with some of the p'salms. The chidd who knows four
pselms vhen he is confirmed 1s a rare specimen. Evidently the
pastors have the children do all of their memorizing in the
catechism. “his appears to detract form the Bible. The chil-
dren should learn things from the Bible in order to recliice
the importance of the “ible 11;3911'\.11 ¥emorizing freo= t:
catecnism is rot the same as memorizing from the “idle. “kis
laciz of stressing the Blble itself is slso shoewn by the Zset
that only in the excepticnal case does the catechu=en imow

vhere the passage memorized is fourd in the Bidle., Thil=s it

o Th=s=2

is not necessary for the child to knov where £ nu=ber <

passaze are found,yet it 1s very important to Iror TheTe &

T By,

number of these passageshre found, both to fs=iliaxize Ziz

222 ZInle

self vith the Bible and to be sble to ergue fro= ==

oy

vhen talking to mission prospects. i former soldis> =
-that his utter failure in srguing religlom with Iriends w=S

because he could not guote exactly fro™ the scriptores. =2
— T ..i
could cuote passeges. He knew why he believaed rhzt he maliieved,

E Pomnd r
But beoeuse he could mot tell where the psssages wers Ioum =

the Bi‘ble, his a-,-'-guments meant not‘hing to his buddies.

Although the conference stresses the ckurch xTtez—

nz of the
dance very strongly as & part of the worship traininz ©

p are to & grest extent

oatechumens, the other areas Of worshi

1l. Reue. OE- citl’ 52_4_!.— -
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neglected. More pastors could encourage the worship life of the
children by teaching them to form their ovn free prayers. liore
covld Increase the devotionel 11fe by having them read the
soriputre In class. More could incresse the appreciation of
cur wealth of hymns by encouraging members in selecting thelr
cholccs for opening devotlons. There can be a large measure of
Improvement 1n trainlng the chlld to listen attentively to the
sermon. A small winority mokes a systematic effort to see 1f
the children are gotting snything out of the sermons or 12 they
are proflting from the sermons. There are a number of pastors
vho encourage lt,ahout fifty per cent, but even the efforts
among the senlors is very sporadice ifost of the other ways of
encouragzing worship are mercly hortatory, instead of instruc=
tive. “nis arca of training in worship needsto be studled and
the methods of tralning improved and augmented.

it appears that the pastors are not making .full. use
of the opportunltles open to them for enriching the currioulums
Ynly one junior and one senior class are assigned any °3t1'°"’_
ourricular reading outside of the Bible. Confirmation olasg
offers a wonderful opportunity to have the children Fosc

blographles of missionaries, histories of the church, and chur&

s of instilling In the children an

papers. Here 1s the mean }
of the gacrifices ~nd

approciation of their church herituge-,_
of creating in them a

ight into ohrilst=

efforts of their spiritual ancestors,

love for missions, end of giving thom an- ins

almost entirely

lan living. Evidently these opportunities arc

neglected. _ o SN
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The use of written materlals to,enrich the curriculum -
workbooks, and so forth - is not being explored to its full-
est possiblllities. #iriting in the Bible stories and with Bible
materials is a very good way of planting the christian life
in the child. This method wlll make those christian concepts
and attitudes stick for life. These means are not being ex-
plored at nll by the majority of the pastors. Good materlals
and methods sre being used by those who do have workbooks.

The opportunities in this fleld deserve greater exploitetion.

The prospects look somewhat brighter concerning training
in liturglcal practice. About onae-half of the pastors spend
one lesson on liturgical practice. & somevhat smaller number
spend time on it with the junlors. Still, the standards here
could be higher. Curs is a livurgical church, end the only way
the members can derive meaning in the liturgy is through in-

struction.l? The children need help in appreciating the

meny gems of hymns vwhich our church possess. It is feared that

most of our people have little appreciation or knowledge of

the many hymns which we possess. Certainly the 1little training

Some of them receive even in the best of the classes vhere a

period or two is spent on liturgical practice 1s not nearly

« 4 =
enough. None of the children are expected to receive any train

e they are not

One

ing in the chorales before confirmation becaus

expected to attend any instruction before confirmation.

our
1s forced to the conclusion that, generally speaking,

12. Reu, 02. cito. pc 415-

B




church members know very little about the liturgical heri-
tage of our church and receive little instruction in it. The
hymn book should also receive some attention in the class-
work.1® The incidental attention glven the subject by most
pastors reveals s deficlency here.

The field of Church History also needs wider attention,
if only for the sake of familiarizing the children with Hartin

Luther. 14

A few of the pastors are doing this. Here, too, this
subject 1s barely given fleeting attention by most of the
pastors, although more time is spent on Church History than

on liturgical practice. Church History is an important means
of impressing upon the children the eternalness of Christ and
His Church, an appreciation for the Lutheran Church and the
differences which separate it from the other churches. These

means are s valunble aid in developing a love for the true

church.l4 It appears, again, that this field is not being

utilized as it should be.

Synodical organizations fared better. About one-half
of the pastors spend up to three lessons informing the chil-
dren of synod and its organizations. The children who are in

those classes appear to receive adequate information. The

plcture is considerably darkened by the fact that a large number
of the pastors do not devote any time to 1t.

Church practice did not fare so well. Although some

of the pastors did devote time to it, some of them devoting

e

15. Reu, Op. Cit., p. 422.
14. Rou, Up_Cit., p. 417, & 427, &426.
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conslderable time to the subject, yet xﬁany of the pastors do
nothing sbout it. This field needs more attention from the
pastors. After all, church practice, the customs of the Lutheran
church, have great lmportance in the eyes of the people and
deserve more treatwent than they have been receiving.

An even smaller number give attention to missions and
mission work. This field should definitely receive more
emphasis. Here is the place where a large part of our member-
ship can be given preparatory training in lay evangelism and
can be imbued with an enthusiasm, if not through time expen-
ded in the classroom, as least through assigned readings.

1t is a question as to whst would be a golden mean
In teaching these secondary subjects in the confirmatlion
class. Cne can not stress them to the exclusion of cate-
chism work. ihe time in confirmstion class is so limited as
it is. Yet, it seems that more effort could be expended in these

fields by the conference members. iihile these matters are not

indispensible to a course, they do much to inocrease interest and

activity, as the field trips given by one pastor. Very little

effort was expended in adding other outside activities to make

the course more inviting und jnteresting. These methods of aug-

menting the learning process, couples with Liturgical prac-

tice, Church History, Synodical orgenizations, Church practice,
and missions could receive more emphasis.

The survey of general methcds also reveals deficlencies.

ten
While it is laudable that over one-half do use writte

the other one-

tests, some of them guite systematically,
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half sre not making use of the advantages offered by the
written test. A pastor's experience shows. that the written test
is of value to the child and the pastor. &very child is given
a chance and has an opportunity to write down an answer calm-

ly and give a true picture of its camprehension.15

ividently
a good portion of the pastors have found the written test
useful.

Another deficiency is the lack of blackboards, maps,
and pictures. It is a definite hindrance to the pupils and
teacher not tc have the benefit of these visual alds. liany
churches are very meagerly equipped with these aids. The

use of motion pictures and slides by several shows that there

.

is definite progress in the field of visual alds. The N

problem of lack of visual aids seems to be localized in the

small rursl churches. There is need of a higher standard of

visual niﬁs provided the average confirmatlon class. Present

day incomes make the purchase of these alds relatively simple.
A large number 6f pastors help the children begin

their recitations of memory work. This is not a pedagogically

good practice, since it encourages laziness and sloppiness

in the memory work on the part of the children. It would

be well if all the pastors helped the children begin their

recitations only on rare instances.
|
Pastoral practice in discipling the children who for-
|

get their memory work was generally good. All the pastors

had private talks with the quilty child, encouraging end

15. steege, OD. cit-’ p. 564.
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admonlshing him, relylng on the Viord as the motive power.
This tallles well with pedagogical practice. Ordinarily an
appeal to the common sense and good-will of the pupil will

be a sufficient corrective. This is particularly true if the
spirit of the class has been kept on a high plane. Espec-
lally with the first offenders a rebuke will produce the de-
sired results. However, if the offense is a product of per-
sistent willfulness, the offender must receive his just pun-
ishment, otherwise his willfulness will only encourage the
same trait among the other members of the clasles.:"'6 The pas-
tors in accord with pedagogical principles do often have the
pupils write the lesson, thus giving them a task as punish-
ment. It is a juestion, though, whether it is a gocd thing to
.make them write out the lesson as a punishment. The pupll can
too easily transfer his disgust at being punished into his
lessons and christisnity. runishment through writing the lesson
may cause disgust towards the lesson. This method should be
used sparingly, at best. Perhaps other methods of disciplin-
ing as cleaning could be utilized instead. About one-half of
the pastors do keep pupils after school occasionally to study

the “forgotten” lesson. Such methods if used judiciously do

impress the children with the severity of their misdemeanor. r

Deprivations and corporal punishment are not used by the pas-

tors. Pedagoglcal suthoritles also agree that these means ot

punishment should be used only with caution, or never at

Pe 182

16. Smith, Gonstructive School Discipline,
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all, although sarcasm can be more painful when administered

by a vengeful teacher. The one place where the discipline prob-
lem could be handled better is with the home relations.

Only a relatively small number of pastors report to the par-
ents. Lack of communication between parents and teacher

can easlly give rist to misunderstandings and accusations.
Generally speaking, though, the discipline problem is handled
Juite satisfactorily. :

Personal improvement in teaching methods by the reading
of pedagogical books was not carried out by meny of the
pastors. 1t seems that there should be more reading done for
the purnose of keeping up teaching standards and guarding
into falling into well-worn ruts. With two exceptions com-
paratively no reading was done. Similarly, subscriptions to
educational periodicals was very low. Although money may be the
determining factor in a number of cases, subscribing to one
journal cannot be considered an excessive burden in the view

of benefits derived in new outlooks, information on improved

materials, and other trends.

Filnally, there are several generel impressions which one

gathers as he surveys the results of the survey.
There seems to be fuzziness in the minds of many pasto?s
rrzation are. There is

need for rethinking and crystallizing the aims in the minds ,

as to what the exact aims of confil

of the clergy and considering the aims of functional

christiasnity.

is expected to heve

The average child when confirmed
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a thorough memorized knowledge ¢f the catechism and Bible
passages. Yet there seems to be almost an overloading of mem-
ory work, especially in view of the number of classes éﬁe‘
average child attends in a confirmation course. Emphasis is
on quantity instead of quality. In a few years even the quan-
tity leaves, and nothing remains.

Other areas of christian training are not receiving
the thorougnness that the catechism indoctrination itself has
recelved. Lthere is need for studying our methcds of Bible
training and worship. we seem to have very little use for in-
structlion in the practical areas of christianity. Ferhaps 53&;
the little time available in the course is a factor contri-
buting to this neglect. We need to restudy this field and
arrive at some workable system, instead of the makeshift
methods worked out by each pastor.

while the intellectual porticn of the curriculum is
very good, we are not taking full advantage of all the
many educational alds at our disposal. Irue, in the hands of
“& skillful teacher the lecture period, combined with ques-

i S\
\

tions and illustrations, can be very effective without the

aid of complementary aids. However, these materials have a |

. definite place in the educational program. vur use of extra //
projects, workbooks, reading, and classroom facilities is . :

not up to par. No longer 1s poverty a deterrent to acyuiring

proper teachlng.aids in the classroom and for the hands of

the pupil. No one can deny that there has becn a vast amount

This trend

of improvement along this line in the past years.
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will continue in the future, it is hoped.

It is apparent that, while there are noticeable trends
toward iwmprovemsnt in the use of complementary materials, im-
provement In an enriliched curriculum, while there is some uniform-
ity in textbooks and the amount of memory work reguired, there
is very little uniformity in the aggregate of confirmation *
_ standards in each parish. they vary profoundly. iach program e
depends on each local pastor. Frograms vary from those that
are very simnle to those that are very complete. It would be
better if we nhad some kind of stunderd in the various areas
of the curriculum that could serve as a guide to the pastors
and bring sbout a certain smount of uniformity. Individusl
conditlons in each parish must be taken into consideration,
but that cannot account for the great variety which we have
today. A standard would help.

In conclusion, the gquestionnsire shows thet the con-
firmation standards in our church, considering the handicaps
imposed by public schcol systems and the small parish, sre
good. In many nreas there is no semblance of uniformity in
practice. what stundards we do have are usually good. e
need to put them more uniformly and fully into practice. The

child who is confirmed in one of our churches Las accumulated

bases of faith which comperes very favorably with what the

other churches in our country cen produce.

te-
The Luthersn Church has in its ca 5
chetical class a great opportunity thoiough
ly in harmony with the best educatio:ato e
thought of our time. Larger use ough
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am fwnm

made of thils precilous heritage. The
catechism ought to find a more central
place In all 1ts educational. activities.
/ind above all, pastors should appreciate
anew, the vast Importance of those hours
spent in the confirmation class! The
-pastoral office carries with 1t many
sacred privileges and responsibllitles.
And not the least of these 1s the pastors
rclation to his catechumens. Here the
pastor comes Into contact with members
of his flock and such as do not belong
to his flock, children and adults, not
slmply as an instructor, not as a
proacher, but in a very speclal sense

as a shepherd. lYe has the opportunities
to inatruct, to gulde, to witness, to
inspire his catechumens so that they

may know the great facts and truths

of God's Vord, so that they may know
God's plan of salvation, so that they
may recognize thelr poisonal:rélatlon-
ship and respensibility to thelir God

and their Savior, in order that they
may f£ind the way that leads to eternal

life.

17 Po J« Hoh, Op. Cite, p’.54-




Appendix, the ST, Croix Conference

Pastor

Ave=Lallemant, Re Ce
Bada, Ime
Bolle, Carl
Bruns, Id,.
Dowidat, Paul
Frey, As Ea
Haase, A. C.
Henke, Howard
Kock, C. P,
Rurth, P. R.
Loorssen, L. He
bledonwald, O. P.
leyer, I, W,
Palmer, Re Je
Penlk, L. V.
Fieper, J. v. F.
flocher, John
Saremba, A. W.
Schaller, V.
Spaude, Dr. P,
Tabhert, F. He
Thiels, G.
Ferner, F. A.

Zehms. ¥. J.

A

COngregation

Christ
Inmanuel
Ste James
iite Olive
St. Joln's
City iilssions
Trinity
St. Andrevw's
lHount Olive
St. John's
Lpinity and
trace
Redesemer
Zion
Fi1grim
St, latthew'!s &
St. John's
Salem
St. John's
Grace
Selem’
Firgt lnglish
Emmanuel
Ste John's
==St., Paul's

. 6%

Address

Noe 8t Paul;Minn.

Loodville, lilsc.
Ste Paul, linne -
Uglano, kime.
Ainneapolis, “‘inn.
Sé, Paul, iinne

Ste Paul, kHimm.
Ste Paul Park, liinn,
Ste Faul, kinne
Hastings, lLiinn.
Osceola, Viisc.
Amery, Viisc.
Osceola, %isce
iinneapolis, Hinn.
Stillwater, ﬁinn.
Stillwater, “4inn,
Ste Paul, hiinn.
Spring Valley, Wilsc.
S0« Ste Paul, Minn.
Newport, “inne

Ste crai:ol‘:'qlls

St. Paul, iiinn.
Centuria, \iisc.
Prescott, Visc.
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Appendix: The letter mailed to the pastors.

Concordis Seminary
Jan._14, 1948
Ste Jiouis 5, iHo.

v
ear Rov, o

I wish that I could bring you this questionncire porson-
ally and speak with you; but since that is impossible at this
time, this lettor must suffice.

"aﬁouhtedly you are also vitally interested in Christian
educaation, especlally in the religious education the children
of your congregation recelve in confirmation instruction. The
purpose of this questionnaire is to meke a survey of the con-
firmation instruction that Iutheran pastors, as a vhole, are
&iving their children. “he results of this survey will fo§g the
Basle of 2 B. De thesis'which L hope to write this year. fhe
theme of the thesis will be ! A Survey of the Confirmation
Instruetion of the Children Given in & Pastoral Uonference”.
Unfortunately, there is 1ittTe material on the subject in
book form, so one must go to the sourcess

1 inquired of liev. Xoch concerning the feasiblity of
making a survey in the St. Croix Conference. ‘e stated that
he folt thet the members of the conference would be well-dis-

|
1
Posed to help. ;

1
V.ould you f11l1 out this questionnaire (It isn't as long
as it looks), aond have it in the mail if at all possible by

January 27?2  he larger the reutrn, the more accurate the
survey.

If you wish a tabulation of the survey, vhich will be
factual, I shall be happy to send you ohe.

Thanking you for your consideratlon, 1 am,

“pligingly yours,
Hobert foehler
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Lppendix: Catochism texts.

-

i _Short Explenation of Dr. Hartin Lutherfs Small
Catechism, A Handbook of Christien DoCGTine, Ste “OULS,iOey
Concordie Publisning House, 1948, VUiten called the new
syrodical catechiam,

Kurth, Ervin, Catechetical felps, Brooklyn, NeYe,
Leinninger, “utheran ‘ublishers and Frinters, . 1935.

Drovies, Ge Foj "Dr.. “artin Luther!s Small Catochism

Explained, by authoriyy of the mission board of the Synodi-
ce.: Loniercnce." St. “ouis, Volkening, 1928.

aptin Luther's Small Catechism,

G L Cey Dr
ausewitz, » ) ublished

Milvovikes, Wisconsin, Frthwesternm Publishing ~ouse;
by the Yoint Synod of Vilsconsin an@ Other States.

N e

am mwe an
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it oV Appendix D == ' =
QUESTIONHAIBE

et Purpose- To make a survey of t ‘
Croix Conferenee. 2 c?.p he.confihpation ihstruction e

: E ;~ Seetion I ﬂ Nt

Vame of Congrersa tion. :'=3 i --i Location-

Your Tame: o Date: ‘ -

Scetio I Aim

.What dre the rpsults Fou w1sh to: achieve in the ehiluren through con—
firination rnstruction? What arn ydur.al_s. : ;

S y . - Section III one Cooperation

A. Do you estaclisn contact with and coo;eration of .crents by:
1) holiine a ueetinz with the purents 2s a group°
2 Sﬂ&?&lﬂi to themn shen thqy ‘cume, for -.copmunion ennounse-
" npent? .
_8) visiting thén: iﬁtlvjnually in the romes?
4) oth.r-ufforts uscu: to enlist coopcration.

L LR d, plaaso elzoorcte.

B. Do you keep in contact with the home by reurto cards? Yes__ No__
If yes, hoy are gpupils judzei?
How graced? by marks, rcentage, essay report,
(Ple=sc underlinef0
If ;ossible, Please enclose a rﬁfort card.




Section VI

A. How many years do pupils attend confirmation clasges befure they

are confirmed? o
B. If they weet for more than one year, do they meet separctely?

SECTION V Reruirements

A. For the Junior Confirmatidn Class.

1) Whet is your minivum agze?
2) Are pcrochial school childr.n recuired to attend? Yes o
If no, 6o they sttend A1l Sowc ____ Hone
5) Are children re uiredto attend Sundey School for any desig-
neted periou? Yes _ No :

If yes, plecso state period.
4) Mre there any other yevuirements T- be met before tue chil-

dren are accepteu?

B. For Senior Confiru: tion Cluss.
1) “/hat is the winiwan «ge required for confirmstion?
2) Do you have 2 set date for confirmation? Yes Ho

If yes, vhea? Palm Sundiay,Pentecost,
If nu, how do y.u deciue?

3) For those who attenli confirwatiuon instruction for only one
year, wnat prerecuisit 3 eére necessary?
a) Attenc parochial school How long?
b) Mttend Sunday School How long?

¢) Othir:
4) Do Parochial eand Sunday School children :ttend &s one group?

Section VI Time

2. For Junior Confirm:tion Class.
1. Class meets Jan. Fev. Ziarch Apr. Hay June July Aug. S ept.

Oct. *lov. Dec.:
2. Class izeets on Sun. Xon. Tues. Viedn. Thurs. Fri. 8 st.
3. Class begins at___ofclock (A¥) (PM); clss; .nds o'clock{ﬁmg
i PM

B. For the Senior class. .
l. Class :cets Jluh the Juniors. Yes Mo

Ie Falely
A& Cluss neetsJan. Feb. warch Apr. May June July Aug. Sept.

Oct. Tov. ‘Dec.
b; Class peets -on Sun. don. Tues. Vedn. Thurs. Sat. Iri.

c) Class begins_o'clock '(AH) (Pif); ends__o'clock (AM) (PH)

Section VIII Instructor

A. The c{ﬁ;, is tauzht by pastor, ussistint pastor, teacher,student,

aymensg e s .
B. The Senior class is taught by the pbstor, assistant pestor, teacher,

student, .:yman, .
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Jection VIII P;gg

A. JT. class meéecte in ‘chucet auditoriunr &
Fooo inin oo s ciass room, parish Hell, study,
B. Sr. class meets in church auditorium, elaSa room, parisii- Hsll, study,

room in home, o

' ] il

Section IX Curriculuip -

A. Catechism = - ML O

1) For the junior class - Vet g waltnt .
2) I use the text: Guusewitz, Sch"an, Hdeu uynodieel urth's
Catechetic.:1 i{elps, Jrewes, LA
b) I conduct- the -econfirmation inSuructions accerding to- -
1) Question and ans :er method.
2) Topic discussion method.
3] Problem mndé solution method.
19 Lecture and ouestian metnod.
g Comhination of nc LSS
c) In teaching I follows: , i
l) the order of the text. ..-If any omisszons
2 An order closeLy foliow;nu tue cnurch year.
9) An order of my own choosing _ ir S0, please ex-
plein: T
d) In exposition: uf:the text I' 3
1) First explain che znswer t. tae. qnestion end then the
proof. passsges (-Deductive ).
2) First studs_ tue proof passages ~nu-taen derive the &n-
: "3wer to0 tue ouéstion ( Inductive )o "
e) Before assigning mi.terizl tu be wmeworized I m:xe certain
that tiey understand the meining of it.les = Ho_
f) Eefqge assiﬁning material I show tie .purpose eznd value of
t. Yes_ _ No
g; I require approximately rroof pesszges memorized.
h) I require the following pi«rts of the Cateciisi: to be men-—
orized. ®
1. Chief Parts, :Fi st Secund:inird -Fourth Fifth Sixﬁh
2. Christian Questions-&nd Answers = -
3. Table of Duties :
4, Luthert's 'aorning arnd Rvening Prayers
i) I require about __._ ansiuers i tue catecnisns to be memori.ed.
2) For the Senior class. .
a) I use the text: Gausevitz, Drewes, Schwan, Hew Synodical

b)

Kurth's Catecnetioal Helps , 5
I conduct tue coniirwation in:truction according to:

Juestion and answer netiaod

Topic discussion wethod
Problem and solution method
Lecturc and guestion method
Combination of ____ and ___.

O UV O3 00
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c¢) In teaching I folloir:
1) The order of the text. ' If any ounissions

2; An order closuly following tiie church year
3) An order of my own choosing If so, &xple¢in,

d

d) In exposition of the text I[:
1) First expluin the unswer to the gquestion and tnen the

vroof ,ussages ( Deductive)

2) First study tue proof passages and_then derive the
¢nswrer of the guestion ( Inductive)

e) Before zssigning naterial to be memorized I meke certain

they understand the meaning of it.
f) Before assigning waterial I show the purpose and value of

it.
g; I require approximately proof passages memorized.
h) I rejuire the following part.s of Catechisin memorized:
1. The chief parts First Seconl Third Fourth Fifth Sixth
. 2. Christian Questions and Answérs

Z. Teble of. Uutles
Luther!s liorning and- Evening Prayers .
— answers to the Bible to be memorized .

4'
i) I require about

The Bible Stories

1) For the Junior Class

They are expected to know most of the stories found in the

a.
tex t. Yes No___ . T%)
b. Do you :use -a Bible Story Textbook? Yes No

If so, state which.
Pupils sre expected to tell any of the Bible stories'

Co.
1l) verbatim
2) Intheir own words
3) not at all

2) For the Senior Class.

2. They are éexpected to mow mout of thestnries found in the
text. Yes___ ilo.
b. Do you use & Bible Story Textbook9 Yes No

If sa, - state which,
ils are expecten to Tell any of the Bibhle storles'

C. Pu
lf verbatin

2) in their own words __
3) not at all

The Bible
1. For the Juniors

a. Pupils are.cxpecteu to refer to the Bible for the stories?__

b. Pupils ere given drill in finding various passages in the
Bible. Yes ___ Ho

c. They areé a331gned Bible readings to supplement -the. lesson.

d. They are expected to read designated portions -of the Bible
(unrelatec. to the lessons) during the year. Yes___ No ___.
2 — other por-

e. They are expected to weworize_. - psalus;

tions ( as Isaiah 53).
f. They are éxpected to name the books of the Bible Yes___ No__
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2.Pupils 2rc expected to refer to the
b. Pupils are given drill in finding vﬁﬂ’iﬁ for the Storieg
c. They are assigned Bible Teadings b su,pion -5 53828.Yes jig——
d. They sre expected to read designateg ;oz_:g-'“-'nt the lessgn. —
(unrelated to the lessons) during the yean gns of the Bible —
e. They are expected to memorize _ psalmss ©S_ No___
of the Bible ( as Isaiah 53 ). > — other portion g

f. They are cipected to.nawe the books of the Bible.y
: :.Yes

g. They are tzught to remcmber the pls ___No
Jn. 3, 16 : God so loved.... EoSeos o S bassages, as
D. Worship
1) Juaiors : ' e
&. They are urged, obligatedj . to att W
b. They are encouraged in devotional,life b;?d church. (Underline)

é_.asﬂgned the writing of prayers e
. allowed to select Bible selection for Conf. ge
S. cllowed to selcct hymn for Conf. devotiog aevolblom
4. leeding the prayer reading scripture sclection
o8 o
c. Expected to give # brief rcport on sermons.Yes o
. if so, app. hoi wany?____ - Oral or writtem?
¢. Other wagys to encourage worship life:

2) Seniors ;

a. They ¢re urged, obligated, to attend church.

b. They crc encouraged in devotional life bys
l. essignéd preyers to write 1
2. allowed to select Bible seicctiun for Conf. devotion.
5. allowed to select hymn for confirumation devotion.
4, Lezuing the prayoer  reading scriture selection
r~

c. E:'cpcctcci tu give a bricf report of sermons, Yeé_ No___
If so, app, how many? Oral or ritten?
d. Vther ways to encourage worship life

E ., Mise.

1) Juniors. _
a. I o you require extra books to be rcad at howc? Yes No

If so, which . |

b . Do you complement the program :ith projects ( scrapbooks
workbooks)? If so, ;least: explain.

¢. In addition tu Bible History and Catechism, do you include
lessons or part of & lesson on:
- . Liturpical practicc How .meny? _ —
2. Church History low many? :
3. Synodical orgenizstions £nd their work How “iiany ?
4. missions and mission umcthods How many? BT
5. church prectice How pmany
d. D o you include anything else to enrich the curriculum?

™
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’) ‘Seniors: U tcov TR ' :

8. Lo yox require e&t‘t.‘.; boqks Eo be read ot hore? Yes B NO
If so, which

b. Do you complement the rrograza mith pronocts (scrapbook-; A
- workbook)? Yes_ __ No ___ “If 80, plecsc explain.

.. . - In addition to Bible History and Cutechz.svn. do you 1nc1ude.
‘lessons or portions of -lessons ong,
1) Liturgicel practice; . . . Jaw ma:ny
9 Church History. .- hov meny- :
e Synodiedl orranizati ‘ns - and their work how many___
.o ., 4) :iigsionsiend: .!issiun -inethods. - _- rlou ‘penNy___
" Church praptice_: HQH pany_
G. D ) you incluu. u.nything else o c.nrich the curriculum?

‘.,-..

2 £ T L

. 5 §ec1':.ifo.r'|.'x" General icethods .

1. D o you use written tests? Yes_ No__
. 2.:In tasting puplls knowledge do you: ;
8. ‘use only -catechisw, Yes __ _-No . '~
b. Your judgient -of ' the pupilk : bilify" ch \‘Io
; if yes, .what type.of t.3t do you use? Essay, New type
. _+.. - (“true ‘end felse,. ‘Tultiple q:udz‘c(.) -(* underline)
3. In recitation yvou * do -donot m.’lp “the pupil bugin.
4. vhat visuzl eids are_in use?’

~@. bleckborrg d. slides g. obje.cts end 1odels
b. meps - - vove. movies ¢ N .hulletin boerds
¢. picturcs® _,t‘ ru.cord:l.ngs

5. If lesson is not:utudied;- the aiscipline use.d :I.s-
keeping ofter closs to stucy”
b. writing thc "forguttvn" losson
Cc. corporal punish.ncnt .
d. report to prrents -
_ ©.. heart to huart talk with. t‘w pupil, rc.lyinp on the W ord
as the powce.. , el T

f. none o
t

R e R :Suction XI u.acher gre.paration

A. I havc read books on christ:h.n educz t:i.on this pest year.
L giksan subseribe to periodicals on christizn educstion.
Please- list if‘ yuu (LR subscr:l.bing.

Seetion II

_ A. Do you fecl that ‘therc is any arco of Ghrist:l.an cducation
of the child in Vh:l.cn -We as & church are- deficient or falling

down? .-

e L H 3
o hnla® TR Bl .
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