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Encourage them to atond on their own 
feet after conf11'111at1on aa to Bible -read-
ing. chUl"ch attendenoe• and eupport. ea­
pec1ally attending and reg1at81'1ng for _,,.,. 
Holy Communion._Be an example to othera. '-:::-­
even to parents • 

. tf 
The pastor who has a small• new miaaion in tho out-

skirts of the metropolitan area of the Twin Cities says: 

The results that I wish to achieve nre these 
l) a sound Biblical Doo~rlne 2) a Bible-edu­
cated Christian 3) a ohUl'oh that-has in­
doctrinated confirmands. 'l1he aims bind 1n 
with the results of the course. l) to 
educate the child for h1a later church 
lite. 2) to prepnra oh1ld to meet the 
three great enemies of his tait~~ 3) to 
prepare child to do mission work of h1a 
own and thus aid the pastor 1n his work. 
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A. paotor v:ho haa a fairly large church in a completely 

rural nrea writes: 

To have them learn the majori~y of 
ScriptUl"e passages and Bible stories. 
Try to interest them 1n order that they 
wiil be interested to conti~ue t~e1r 
religious education following conf'1rmat1on. 
We aim to instruct them in Walt:tittr League 
meetings after confirmation. 

A pastor who has built up a fairly large congregation 

1n e. noi-thel'D. ;,isoonsin tovm states: 

1. To impart to them the f'Wlda­
mente.l truths of Christian religion. 
2. To strengthen their faith 1n Jeaua 
Christ their Savior. 3) To prove that 
f'aith · by a lUe of godl1nes~ ~d holi• 
neas to the glory ~f God and the sal­
vation of t~eir souls. 

~his pastor who baa an established ~cmgregat1on 1n a 

small town states: 

To bring children to Christ thl'OUgh 
the teaching of God's Word. 

A pastor ,·,ho is 1n o smnll, old oongregat1on 1n a 

a amn11, settled community sayaa 



~, chief aim is to teach the chil­
dren to know the Savior end that we are 
saved through. faith in Him nlone. I tell 
them that their lessons 01'8 not the end 
or their leOl'ning the Bible1 but only as 
nn introduction to the wonderful truths, 
and that on the basis or what they have 
learned they should now listen to the 
aerr.1ons and search· the ~cripturea so that 
they can learn more or the Bible and th:en 
s-cnnd up tor the truth ot all times. I 
want to keep them steadfast in the faith 
through the operations ct the ·Holy Ghost, 
and keep them in the church. 

A pastor in a medium-sized, growing church in a mid­

western town writes; 

~ot only to indoctrinate surt1c­
ie11tly for inte.1.ligent and active com­
municant membership in the congregation, 
but also to instill a desire to grow in 
such lmowledge end understanding by con­
t i nued private reAding and church Attenn­
unce, etc. 

A pastor in a r nirly l~rge m~tropol1tun church says: 

Indoctrination. i'rnparation for .Holy . 
Com.~union. A love for the iord preached 
e.t public service.a. 

'l'he pastor :o1ho is in a small congregation in e com­

pletely rural area writes; 

As comorehensive a i<nov,ledge or the 
Bible and its chief doctrines as possible 
as the roundetion and tho basis of their 
f aith and the assurance ot everlasting 
111'e. 
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A pastor who .bas a ver-y large metropolitan church says: 

To deepen the transforming knowledge 
or Christ in the heart and bring it into 
action in the lifo of the child. To keep 
the instruction as unmechenical ns pos- • •·~ 
sible, so as not tocorivey t e impression 
that Christianity is a matter or rulBs 
but or life under the freedom of the uos-
pel, even ror children. ~o !~art and 
create a love for the oible, an under-
standing nnd intelligent, as well as 



heartfelt part1c1pat1on 1n publlo and 
Pl'"ivate Y1orah1p. 'l'o lay the :toundationa 
for a life-long adherenoe to the fa1th 
and followehip of Jeauu Chr~st. 
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A pnstor 1n a small congregation 1n a amall comtmm1t7 
writes: 

To inotill in the child a PI1Jper tear, 
love, encl troat 1n God. -That thle ma7 be, 
they must lea1•n to use, believe, Tlhere 
possible ur1de~stand• and .apply to themselves 
God's Word. Since the time ia ao short, 
they must be set on the ri.ght path with 
the hope uid prayers the.t they may con• 
tinue 1n it even tmto death. Thenilnl• 
mmn aim must be .to IJl"&pare tpe ch:lld so 
it can partake ot the Lord'.s Supper to c:__ 
its bonefit and be an active oommunioant ~ 
with all the privileges and duties in­
volved. 

The City m1ssionnry 1n the metropolitan area wr1tea1 

At Gillette ( Hospital ) children 1n 
three _differen~ wards are being prepared 
for Confirmation. Results desired.I Suttio-
1ent knowledge of tho fundamental teachings 
of the Cru-istian religion, especially giv!ng 
the Holy Spil"it P.n opport~ity to work 
through the \ ozod on the hearts of the chil­
d.ran. s:inoe the children are handloapped, 
they usually have not reoeived a minlmmn 

of religious 1nst:ructlon, or n:en Sunda7 
school attenda11oe· hal!I been irregular or 
impossible 1n the chlldl'en' a respective 
home chUl'cbes. Sunday school classes at 
Gillette, conducted .by women from our 
Lutheran Mission aU%U1ary ·and several studonta 
from ~onoordia College, .help augment the 
knowledge of Bible stories. 
· At the Hoy•.a school _(Totem TOffll) the 
olde~ boys are taught once. each week by the 
institutional m1as1onal'J'• Since these boys 
frequently come t»om broken homes, 01• have 
been handicapped bY. poor envirometa, it 
1a evident that they ha9e little knowl;dge 
of things spirit\".-"!11• Jeaults dealredl o 
lead them into Ood1 s t:ruth and to s1ve the 
Spirit of God an opportunity to lnf'luenoe 
their- hearts and minds. ~ the kn9wledge ot 
the teachings of the '!.hllat,ian_ religion 1n 
certain boys is sufficient and we are oon• 



v1nced thot they may receive the Sac-
rBJllent or Comrmmion v,1 th blessing, they --- -
are confirmed in a public service in the 
institution in June. 

A sm~ller group or boys, listed as Luth­
eran, are taught by a Primaner •••• Hesults 
desired; Bring ,knowledge ot oible stories -and 
teach most important chiet parts or the cat­
echiS1n. Bringing Christ to the boys is the 
aim. 
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The pastor in a very large metropolitan church with a 

parochial school writes; 

An increased knowledge or Christion 
doctrine. li. treasure or Scripture passages 
committed to memory. Ability to examine 
oneself preppratory .for .aoly Communion·. 
11eguler and attentive church attendance. 

IJ.'he pHstor in a smo.11 congregation in a completely rur­

al area w1•itos; 

To indoctrinate thoroughly enough 
that ~he child may know himself to (be) 
a sinner, ~hose only hope of salvnt1on 1s in 
Christ Jesus, his Savior, whom he is to 
serve with a godly lite, that he may know 
tha t a a iligent use of the means of grace is 
the only thing that may keep him in the 
r a i th n.nd help him to serve his .1.1ord as he 
ought. ln addition the child is to under­
stand the work and worship and heritage 
or his church sufficiently tor his age 
to 1nduco him willingly and gladly to 
orotnise f aithfulness to the Lutheran 
Church of the ynodical vonterence. 

A pastor who has a small mission in a small community 

wrftes: 

To bring them to the point where they 
understand the plan ot salvat~on as much 
as possible. 

A pastor 1n a fairly large metropolttan church l~tt the 

section on aims entirely blnnk. 
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The aims perhaps divide into two sections, knowledge and 

instilling a love for christian living. i\nowledge has the pre­

ponderence or the attention and the concern or the pastors and 

ls stated generally as "indoctrinate tor intelligent nnd active 

communicant membership", or 11for preparation tor Holy OOD1111Union", 

or "as comprehensive a knowledge or the Dible as possible'', and 

"sound JSible doctrine" . Only two have gone to greater length 

in defining this knov,ledge as "memory •••• fruniliarity with the 

liible •••• conviction that s1nnerp11
• The· instilling or a living 

f11ith active in gooc~ narks, or a zeel, is described generally 

as, "encourage them to stand on own teat after confirmation as 

to Sible re,-1.ri ing , etc. 11 or "prepare the child tor throe great 

enemies", ancl 11 to prove taith by a life of godliness". OnlJ 

one has clarified his aims with regard to the cbristian lite .-· 
by sto.1i1ng h is purpose in the words "to keep the instruction 

as u1uriechc-micnl A. S possible so as not to convey the impression 

tha t Christianity 1s o. matter or r~les, but ot lifo under the 

treP.dom or tbe Gospel, even tor children". Compared to the ailns 

concerning knowledge, the aims concerning the christian lite 

are rather skimpy. or course, in the case of the children in 

the hospi1ial ond school, the aims are somewhRt lower. 

HOME COOP~RATION 

To solve the problem of ho.'lle cooperation one pa,stor 

holds a meeting with the parents as a grOUP,• Thia pa~tor is 

In a city congregation. Four pastors speak to the parents of 

the contirmation children when they come tor communion nnnounce­

ments. Eleven of the pastors state that they visit the parents 

-
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individually in their homes. One pastor stated that he visit-

ed the parents ",·,hen neoeasal'J'". J\nother stated that he visit-

ed "some of the parents" i n their homes. Other methods that the 

pastors mationed are: the Churoh paper, letters, S1D1dav balletlna .:.., , 
announcements 1n sermons, b'UDday sohool teaohera present the 

nameo of those of cont1rmat1on •8!t•nThrough emphasis on the 

duties of parents in sermons and our churoh paper8 was men• 

tioned by one. The city m1ssionaJIJ states that he visits the 

homes of paren:ts of ch1lch-en to aeoure their oonsent in con• 

f'bming the eligible. Cooperation is enlisted with the super­

intendent and the teachers of the Boy's school. 

One pastor uses reeort oa!da Grades are by percentage. 

:&:hree things are gradeii: Behavior, Effort, Aohievanent. 

ATTENDANCE 

~ the congregations of thirteen pastors the ohildren 

attend t wo years. In one congregation chUcb'en attend 9.!!!'-.~!'•r 

1:f' they have attended parooh1al aohool, two years if they have 

atten.dod pablic school. In two rural parlahea the ohllch-en at­

tend f'oJ• tv,o or more years• 

'.Che two classes do not meet separatel.J' 1n tan congre­

gations. In one o~ngregation the olasaes are separated one dny 

of' the ,rieek, but meet jointly on Sat'IJl'day. Une reports divided 

claaaes only when there la a larger proup of children. 

REQUIRF.:t!ENT 8 

11\lnlmum age requirements fm- juniors varied within 

three years. i'he youngest age, wh1oh was mentioned 'bJ' three, 

••• ten 7ears old or 1ta equ.~valent 1n grade school, the sixth 

Pade. Six stated that -~he minimum age they required wall eleven 
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years. Five did not ment ion the age eleven, but stated tha1: 
. . 

the pupil v:o.s to be 1n the seventh grade, 1nd1oat1ng that they 

· base more on the natural ab111t1ea of the ohlld as evidenced 

1n aohool v,ork than on chronologioal age. Several ment1on.ed 

the age of t welve or the eighth grade as the \l11n1mum age . 

requirmnent. Two pastors ·1ett this question blallk,pi,oba.bl7 . . 
1ndioat1ng that there 1a quite some leeway as to age, or that 

they took the age they had in mind as self-evident. 

A little over one-half of the pastors indicated that 

&unday school attendenoe by the pu.pUa was also required. 

At least son1e of those who 1nd1oated that attendance was re­

quired indicated by the words as Athey usually do8 that pipUs 

cu.tmnrily attended. The length of required Sunday school at-
1 

tendence was stated rather generally and vague1y. Some stated 
I 

aat least two years" or "at least to the oonalua1on of the 
i 

eighth grader. or "thro1J8h oanf1l'mat1onn. Two requil'e atten• 

denoe from age six through the Bible olassea. 

Most of the pastors did not state any other require­

ments. Ono s t ated, "attendenoe at J1D11or Choir rehearsalaa. 

Another required n fair knowledge of Bible B1atory and Oate­

ch1am text" as one of hls prerequ1s1tes. A city .pastor remarked, 

"muat have attended Mid-week Released SOhool'l Here thq mem­

orize main tacts of, the oateahlsni~n Phraaea like anot all . 
oooper~te11 , "it 18 not a 1aw11 , nw1th ezoept~nsn • and also 

the fa~t that two pastors left age question blank seem to 

1nd1oate t hat these requirements are not adhered to rigidly• 

but that the child 1s ezpeoted-t o be about ot the age group 

1n the seventh grade and have a foundation ot Ohriat1an1tJ' 



received 1n Sunday school 01' pBl'oohlal aohool and ohuroh 

aervioes. All pastors but one required paroohlal aohool 

oh11dren to ·attend thP. senior olaaa. 

Confirmation age and date 
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To the question "v,hat la the m1n1mmn age l'equlrement 

tor cont1rmat1on11 six pastors ~nved _thirteen 7ea.ra, two 

annered to\li"t een years, twelve answered the seventh grade, 

two anS\'IIOred t he eighth drade, and one ann81'9d 11uaual.1J' the 

ninth grade11 !'. ijemarks such as nnot detel'llllned by age but by abU1t78 

and 0 no iron-clad rulen seem t9 1ndloate _tb:&t these age~ a~e 

onl,.: ~.he uau~l minimum requ1~ementa and that ol.lildren- 81'8 oon• 

firmed below these ages. 

:l:o the question ndo you hRve a set date tor oonf1rmat1on8 

nine answered yes. Of that nine onl7 four have oont11'matlon on 

Palm Sunday, a rather 1ntoreating taot. llotber' a DaJ' oame •~ 

oond with t wo pastors regular17°holding their contil'IIIAtion 

services on that d~y. One added, 11 1'b1a obviates celebrating 

i4othor1 s Day'. One pastor holds contirniatlon on the first Bund~J' 

1n J1¥,1e. <me holds confirmation on the third Sunda7 1n J1D1e • 
- . 

"J:hQso· who do not h ave a f1xod date annered _the queatlon, •lfow 

Co J'O.!,l c;tecide~, as follows: • when oourae la co1npletedJ when 
. -

ready in_ June; when _I cona1":•~-the child ~eady tor oonfirmat1on• 

1.e •• he must know his oateoh1am thoroughl.YJ •neBl' the oloae o~ 

olaasea ( aohool) neat' tJie middle ot: June. ji1rty-eight per oent 

of' the pastors uauelly have confirmation 1n June. '.L'htrty-elght 

per oent of the pt:1atora confirm t~eir claaaea when they feel 

that the ohlld,..en are ready tor confirmation. 
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Prerequisites for one Year attendance 

A question concerning the prerequisites tor those 

who attend for·only one year was asked. Seven pastors till-

ed in the question. Since only a few or the congregations bave 

parochial schools, only three pnstors indicated parochial 

school instruction as a prerequisite. Cne merely indicated that 

parochial attendance was required, and two indicated that 

two years of parochial school was required. Only three indicated 

that Sunday school attendance was required. One 1ndica~ed that 

merely Sunday school attendance was required; one stated that 

atten<lance of two years was required; and one stated 11as long 

as we can get them 11
• One stated that children attend SundaJ 

school, "as a rule''. One stated, "lo prerequisites. It the 

child comes to us, we accept him in his age group". Two pastors 

answered, "Must be familiar with catechism and Bible stor1esn 

and "a thoroughly satisfactory knowledge ot the material 
11 

• One 

stated, "two years required unless a v~ry exceptional c11se 

arises". One stated, 11previous (religious) instruction, other­

wise no exceptions". 

Tiil:S -
Three pastors answered the question, "Do parochial and 

Sunday school pupils attend together''. ho stated that they do 

attend together. One stated that they meet separately until 

about one month before confirmation. 

Juniors - length of instruction. 

Seotember to ~aJ - 6 
September to April - 3 
September to June - 3 



October to April - 1 
September to January - l 
October to Ma7 - 1 
January to J\ll.J' - l 

- . 
iun1~rs - t1mo of periods. 

Saturday morning ( 9am. - lfm) ' - "1 
Saturday afternoon (21111 - 4pm) - 2 
?,londay and ~Ul'BdR7 (4:00 - 5130) - 2 

2:S 

Tuesday snd Fr1da7 (4100 - 5:30) • 1 • 
1.~onda:r, ., ~-edneada7, and 1"r1day (4:00 - 5:30) - 8 

~he congregations that have ·three olaaaea a week are 

city congregations. One pastor remarked, n0ur pflr1ah consists 

of i'oth l'Ul'al and town members. ~he only day that we oan get 

theta 1s Satlll"~ay. Both classes are tQgetber. 1:he second year 

la a r<'ipeat of t he first • Muoh 1,!lprovement oan be ae'3n 1n the 

second :,vea.1•. 11 

Seniors - length of 1nstl'Uct1on. 

September to t.Tay - 6 
September to Ap_rll - 3 
Septetnber to June - ·:s 
J anuary to July - 1 
October to April - 1! 
October to May - ·1 
October to iaroh - ·1 

Seniors• time of olaaaea. 

satursday mo:rning (~:oo - 1su90) - 5 
Satnrda'f afternoon (2100 • 4100) - 2 
,~onday · (4:00 - 5:30) - 1 
Friday (3:1J0 - 4130) - l 
Monda;, and 1'hursday ( 4:00 - 5:00J - 2 
4 Uesd~y afternoon and SaturclaY. morn:bJg - i, 2 liionday~ Ftednesday, anf Frida7 (4

00
:00 -

6
,~0) i 

Moncla7, Tuesday, and r1dq \41 - -

Tiie pariah programs of the pastors line up like thlas 

Numbers of hour.a of 1natruot1on • 

i80 I: over - 5 also twelve weeks aunim&r (One hRa aohool) 

·1eo - 1'19 - s 
.. 140 - 159 • 1 
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120 .. 139 
100 • 119 
80 - 99 
60 - '79 

- 3 (One has tour weeke a1D1111er sohool) 
- l 
- 2 
- 2 (One has eight weeks aunner achoolJ 

~hese courses are taught aa: 

one-hOUl' lessons - 6 
one- and two-hour lessons - 1 
one- and three-hour leaaona - 2 
two-houi- lessons - l 
three-hour lessons - 3 
one-hour lessons and aummer school - 1 
two-holll" lessons and IIUJ1ffl!Gr aohool - 1 
three-hour lessons and sum~er sohool - 1 

lt ia intez•esting to note that none ot the pastors have 

the samo set-U;P• 

Instl'U.Otel' 

-jnstructol's for all junior- classes exoept one were the 

pastors. The other olasa was instructed by a oollege student 

from Gonoor dia, st. Paul. /.J.l senior classes were 1natl'l.totod 

by the pastors • 

.a..ocation 

Ten of the con(;,Tegations hold junior cont1rmat1on classes 

either 1n the church basement of the pariah hall auditorium. 

Three hold them in class :rooms• fOUl" 1n the parish hall., and 

three 1n the study. Of the senior classes ten are held 1n 

either tho basement or parish hall auditorium, two 1D olaaa 

rooms• and fm-r 1n studies. 

CURRIOULUII 

'lbe atu~y of the aurrloulum was divided into the fol-

lowing sets of questions' Bible., Cateohlsm, ~1ble Stories, Yior-

ah1p, and misoellaneo.ua. 

CU1'1'1oul.um for the juniors • 
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Oateohism 

'rwel ve pasto:rs used the lie..., SJnodloal Bd1t1on2t01' the ~ 
juniors. Of these one also usod Kurth's ~ateohet loal Helps.a 

One used Kurth' e CateohetloRl Helps al()?Je. :a:he othei- two used the 

Drewes ed1t1on2 and the Gauaewi:bz edltlon! . One olass used as 

textbooks the pamphlet edition ot Luther• s Six Cblef PBl'ta and 

the vork-book. "r..,arn1ng and Llv1ng Fw Jena• .2 

Methods ot- Instruotion 

Methods used 1n t he junior class did not ahor. a very 

8J'vat vnrio.t1.on. Ten pastol"s used the 8 lecture and ?,8&t1ona _ 

method. Of these, i'lve used the •1eoture and question" method 

ezolus1vely. Two eaoh used a oomb1nat1on ot the n1eoture and 

question" method and the 0 top1o d1souas1onn method• and a can--· -
b1nat 1on of the 11leoture and questlon° mr.thod and the •question 

and MBT1or0 method. One used a combination ot the "leoture0 

method and the aproblem-solutlon• method■ This means that aizt,-.... 
three par oent of the pastors use the 0 1eoture and question" ~ 

method, t hirty-two per oent using the •~eoture and questicm
0 

method exoluslvaly and th~7-two per oent using the "lecture 

• 

and question" method ln conjunotlon wlth other methods ■ Of the 

remahJ1ns thliaty-seven percent, twelve per oent uae the "question ' 

and _answer" method exolualv~l7• twelve per oent used the 

"qu~at1on and ansv,eir" method "1th the "topla dlsousa1on° math~, 
ft -• n 
and a1x per oent used 8 oombinatlon ot 0 top1o d1aouaa1on. and 
• u 

Pl'Oblem-solution methods. One pastor did not anner. • 

fo the que:t1on, 9 Do J'OU tollow the order ot the textn, 

.2, See the appendix tor infol'ID&tlon. 
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thirteen of' the pastors replied th.at they followed lt uaotl7. 

On~, who uses Gausew1tz edition, stated that he began first 

with the introduction, t hen in~el'ted tbe First Article before 

continuing with tl1e regular ,order ot the text. 

leaves the Lord's ~ayer to the laat. 

~ hod of .a:.x;eosition of the text 

V 
ne pastor ,. 

1 
li'm.tl'teen of the pnsto1•s that expl~in the ~~s-.1er to the 

question and t hen t ha proo~ paaaagoa, using t~e de~uotiv! . -
motho·d. r11wo of t he pastqr s ~ocas1o.na_lly a~udy the .proof' pas• 

sages f.1r3t nn derive the answer to the question from the - . 
proof pfo1sag< s, ust ng· the (~nduot~ method. One pastol' uses 

the 1nduct1ve mathod exclusively! 

Of the fifteen pastors 1111.:BffOl'ing t~e question, "Before 

aa~1gl1i nr, matel'ial to be 1nemor1zed I make certain that th~ · 

under stand 1t11 , fourteen ana,1ered yea. One answered, nnot aJ.wa7a• • 

Proof' .Passages memorized by th~ juniors were: 

J..,osa than 6 • 2 
25 • l 
35 - 1 
60 - 1 
'75 - l 
108 • 4 
160 - 1 
300 • 2 
400. - l 
700 - 1 ! 
Not indicated - 2 

Pa'l'ts of the oatechif!!!. which eaoh pastor required the 

to memorize were 11a tollowa1 
- Yea !a 

All Chief' Parts - -nf" . J. . 1 
( One omits aeotlona on 'l'!ie Lord 8 ~:~I.:i4 

Cbr1st1an Queat1ona•A6,l ;•~· ·U ,, 


