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liy chlef alm 1s to teach the chil-
dren to know the Savior and that we are
saved through falth in Him alone. I tell
them that their lessons are not the end
of thelr learning the Bible, but only as
an introduction to the wonderful truths,
and that on the basls of what they have
learned they should now listen to the
sermons and search the Scriptures so that
thiey can learn more of the Bible and then
stand up for the truth at sll times. 1
want to keep them steadfast in the faith
through the operations cf the ‘Holy Ghost,
and keep them in the church.

A pestor in a medlum-sized, growing church in a mié-

western town writes:

Not only to indoctrinate suffic-
iently for inteiligent and active com-
municant membership in the congregation,
but also to instill a desire to grow in
such knovledge and understanding by con-
tinued private reading and church attend-
ance, etc.

A pastor in a falrly large metropclitan church says:

Indoctrination. Freparation for Holy..
Communion. A love for the ford preached
at publlic services.

The pastor who is in a small congregation in a com-
bPletely rural area writes:

As comprehensive a knowledge of the
Bible and its chief doctrines as possible
as the foundation and the basis_of their
faith and the assurance of everlasting
life.

A pastor who has a very large metropolitan church says:

To deepen tne transforming knowledge
of Christ in the heart and bring it into
action in the life of the child. To keep
the instruction as unmechenical as pos=
sible, so as not to convey the impression
that Christisnity is a matter of rules
but of life under the freepom of the uvos-
pel, even for children. 1o impart and
create a love for the pible, an under-
standing and intelligent, as well as
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heartfelt participation in public and
private worship. To lay the foundations
for a2 life~long adherence to the faith
and fellowship of Jesus Christ,

A pastor In a small congregation in a small community

writes:

To instill in the child a prgpor fear,
love, and trust In God. That this wmay be,
they must learn to use, helieve, vhere
possible underatand, and apply to themselves
God's Vord. Since the time 1s so short,
they must be set on the right path with
the hope énd prayers thet they may cone=
tinue in i% even unto deaths Themini-

mmm aim must be to prepare the child so

it cen partake of the Lord's Supper to <—
its benefit and be an active communicant
wlth all the privlileges and dutles in-
volved.

The City “issionary in the metropolitan area writes:

At Gillette ( Hospital ) children in
three different wards are being prepared
for Confirmation. Results desired: Sufflc-
lent knowledge of the fundemental teachlngs
of the Christian religion, especially glving
the Holy Spirit =n opportunity to work
throuvgh the Yord on the hearts of the chil-
dren. Since the children are handicapped, |

they ususlly have not received a minimum

of religious instruction, or even Sunday
achool attendance has been irregular or
impossivble in the children's respective
home churches. Sunday school classes at
Gillette, conducted by women from our
Lutheran lission suxiliary and several students
from Voncordia Gollege, help augment the
knowledge of Bible stories.

At the Boy's school (Totem Town) the
older boys sre taught once each week by the
institutional missionary. Since these boys
frequently come from broken homes, or have
been handicapped by poor environmets, it
is evident that they have llttle lmowl'gdge
of things spiritual. Results desired: ‘0
lead them into God's truth and to give the
Spirit of God an opportunity to influence .
their hearts and minds. If the knowledge 1:
the teachings of the “hiistian religion
cortain boys is sufficient and we are con=
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vinced that they may receive the Sac-
roment of Communion with blessing, they
are confirmed in a public service in the
institution in June.

A smaller group of boys, listed as Luth-
eran, are taught by a Primaner....Hesults
desired: Bring knowledge of pible stories and
teach most important chief parts of the cat-

echism. DBringing Christ to the boys is the
alm. .

The naestor in a very large metropolitan church with a

parochial schcol writes:

An increased knowledge of Christian
doctrine. A treasure of Scripture passages
committed to memory. Ability to examine
oneself preparatory for noly Communion. s
Hegular and attentive church attendance.

The paster in a smell congregation in a completely rur-

al area writes:

To indoctrinate thoroughly enough
that tie child may know himself to (be)
a sinner, whose only hope of salvation is in
Christ Jesus, his Savior, whom he is to
serve with a godly life, that he may know
that a ailigent use of the means of grace 1s
the only thing that may keep him in the
faith and help him to serve hls wuord as he
ougnt. In sddition the child is to under-
stand the work and worship and heritage
of his cmurch sufficlently for his age
to induce him willingly and gladly to
promise faltnfulness to the Lutheran
Church of the Synodical Uonference.

A pastor wno has a small mission in a small community
writes:
To bring them to the point where they
understand the plan of salvation as much
as possible.

A pastor in a fairly large metropolitan church left the

section on aims entirely blank.
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The eims perhaps divide into two sections, knowledge and
instilling a love for christian living. knowledge has the pre-
ponderence of the attention and the concern of the paatorslnnd
is stated generally as "indoctrinate for intelligent and active
communicant membership", or "for prepsration for Holy Communion”,
or "as comprenensive a knowledge of the pible as possible", and
"sound Bible doctrine"”. Only two have gone to greater length
in defining this knowledge as "memory.... familiarity with the
Bible.... conviction that sinners". The instilling of a living
faith sctive in goct works, or a zeal, is described generslly
as, "encograge them to stand on own feet after confirmation as
to Bible rending, etc." or "prepare the child for three great
enemies", and "to prove faith by s life of godliness". Only
one has clarified his aims with regard to the christian life
by stating his surpose in the words "to keep the instruction
as unmechanicnl as possible so as not to convey the impression
that Christisnity is a matter of rules, but of 1ife under the
freedom of the Gospel, even for children“.vcompared to the alms
concerning knowledge, the aims concerning the christian life
are rather skimpy. Uf course, in the case of the children in
the hospltal snd school, the aims are somewhat lower.

HOME COOPKRAYTION

To solve the problem of home cooperation one pastor
holds a meeting with the parents as a group. This pastor is
in a clty congregation. Four pastors speak to the parents of
the confirmation children when they come for communion announce-=

ments. Eleven of the pastors state that they visit the parents

S
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Individually in thelr homes. One pastor stated that he visit-
ed the parents "when necessary", inother stated that he visit-
ed "some of the parents" in their homes. Other methods that the
pastors metloned are: the Church paper, letters, Sunday bulletins,
announcements in sermons, Sunday school teachers present the
names of those of confirmation age."Through emphasis on the
duties of parents in sermons and our church paper" was men=
tioned by one. The city missionary state.s that he visits the
homcs of parents of chlldren to secure thelr consent in con=
firming the eligible. Cooperation 1s enlisted with the Super-
intendent and the teachers of the Boy's school.
Une pastor uses report oards Grades are by percentage.
‘hree things are graded: Behavior, Effort, Achievement.
ATTFEDANCE

“n the congregations of thirteen pastors the ohildren
attend two years. In one congregation children attend one year
1f they have attended parochlal school, two years if they have
attended public school. In two rural parishes the children at-
tend for two or more years. =

The two classes do not meet separately in ten congre=
gations. In one congregation the classes are separated one dny
of the week, but meet jointly on Saturday. Une reports CEre il .
classes only when there is a larger proup of children.

REQUIREMENT 8

sifnimum age requirements for Juniors vari.ed within

three years. The youngest age, which vas mentioned by three,

was ten years old or its equivalent in grade school, the sixth

grade. Six stated that the minimum age they required was eleven
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vears. Five did not mention the age eleven, but stated that

"the pupll was to be in the seventh grade, 1nd!.oat1ng that they
base morc on the natural abllitles of the child as evidenced
in school work than on chronologlcal age. Several mentioned
the age of twelve or the elghth grade as.the winimum age

requirement. Two pastors left this question blank,probably
indicating that there 1s quite some leeway as to age, or that ’
they took the age they had in mind as self-evident. 2 w
A little over on;s-half. of the pastors indicated that
Sunday school attendence by the pub:lls was also required.

At least some of those who indlcated that attendence was re-

quirod indicated by the words as "they usually do" that pupils
cuvamnrily attended. The length of required Sunday school at-
tendence was stated rather generally and vaguely. Some stated

Yat least two years" or "at least to the conolusion of the

eighth grade" or "through confirmation”. Two require atten=-
dence from age six through the Bible olasses. - .
Host of the pastors did not state any other require-

ments. (ne stated, "attendence at Junlor Choir rehearsals”.
Another required "fair knowledge of Bible History and Cate-
chism text" as one of his prerequisites. A qity.pastor remarked,
"must have attended lild-week Released School: Here they mem=
orize main facts of the oatechism," Fhrases _l:lke "not all
cooperate”, "it 1s not a law", "with exceptions", and also

the fact that two pastors left age question blank seem: to
indicate that these requirements are not adnered to rigldly,
but that the child is expected-to be about of the age group

in the seventh grade and have a foundatlon of Christianity




recelved in Sunday school or parochial school and church
services. All pastors but one required parochial school
ohildren to attend the senior class. E
Confirmation age and date
To the question "what is the minimum age requirement
for confirmation" six pastors answered thirteen years, two
answered fowiteen years, twelve answered the seventh grade,

two answered the eighth drade, and one answered "usually the

ninth grade". Remarks such as "not determined by age but by ability"

and "no iron-clad rule" seem to indicate that these ages are
only the usual miniwmum requirements and that children are con=
firmed below these ages.

Yo the question "do you have a set date for confirmation"
nine onswered yes. Of that nine only four have confirmation on
Palm Sunday, a rather interesting fact. iiother's Day came se=
cond with two pastors regularly ‘holding their confirmation
services on that day. One added, " This obviates celebrating
fother's Day". One pastor holds confirmation on the first Sunday
in June. Une holds confirmetion on the third Sunday in Jung.
Those who do not have a fixed date snswered the question, "How
do you decide", as follows: ¥ vhen course is completed; when
!'eadv. .1n_ June; when I consider the child ready for confirmation,
1.e., he vmst know his catechism thoroughly; near the close otf
olasses (school) neaf the middle of June. ‘hirty-elght per cent
of the pastors usually have confirmation in June. thirty-eight
per cent of the pestors confirm their classes when they feel
that the children are ready for confirmation.
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Prerequisites for one year attendance

A question concerning the prerequisites for those
who attend for ‘only one year was asked. Seven pastors fill-
ed in the question. Since only a few of the congregations have
parochlal schools, only three pastors indicated parochial
school instructlon as a prerequisite. Cne merely indicated that
parochial attendance was required, and two indicsted that
two years of parochlal school was required. Cnly three indicated
that Sunday school attendance was required. One indicated that
merely Sunday school attendance was reguired; one stated that
attendance of two years was required; and one stated "as long
as we can get them”. One stated that children attend Sunday
school, “as a rule". One stated, "No prerequisites. If the
child comes to us, we accept him in his age group". Two pastors
answered, "lust be familiar with catechism and Bible stories"
and "a thoroughly satisfactory knowledge of the material’. One
stated, "two years required unless a very exceptional case
arises". One stated, "previous (religious) instruction, other-
wise no exceppions".

IINE

Three pastors answered the question, "Do parochial and
Sunday school pupils attend together®. Two stated that they do
attend together. Une stated that they meet separately until
about one month before confirmation.

Juniors - length of instruction.

September to kay - 6

September to April - S
September to June - ©
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October to April - 1
September to January - 1
October to lay = 1
January to July = 1

iuniors - time of periods.
Saturday morning (Oam.- 12m): -7
Saturdey affiernoon (2pm - 4pm) - 2
dMonday and Thursday (4:00 = 5:30) - 2
Tvesday snd Friday (4:00 = 5:350) = 1
#onday, “ednesdey, and Iriday (4:00 - 5:30) = 2
*“he congrogetions that have three classes a week are
city congregations. One pastor remarkéd, "Our parish consists
of hoth rural and town members. ‘he only day that we can get
them 1s Saturday. Both classes are together. *he second year
is a repeat of the first. kivch ivprovement can be seen in the
second yoar,"
SJoniors - length of instruction.
September to llay
September to April
September to June
Jenuary to July
October to April

October to May
October to iarch

18808
o R KT

Seniors - time of classos.

Saturday morning (9200 - 12:00)
Satnrday afternoon (2:00 = 4:00)
ionday Y&:OO = 5130)

Friday (3:3%0 = 4:30) )
lionday. and Thursday (4:00 - 5:00 4
“‘uesday afternoon and Saturday mornin = L
iionday, %ednesday, ang Frida (4:00 _'86) -
Monday, Tuesday, and ~riday 4300 - 53

The parish programs of the pastors 1ine up like this:

1111
VPO

[T
(-]

Numbers of hours of instruction -

s summer
180 & over = 5 (One has also twelve feek. school)

160 - 179 = 2
140 - 189 =1
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-

120 -~ 139 « 3 (One has four weeks summer sohool)
100 - 119 - 1
80 = 99 -2
50 - 79 - 2 (One has elght weeks summer school!

*hese courses are taught as:

one=hour lessons - 6

one- and two-hour lessons « 1

one= and three-hour lessong = 2
two=hour lessons = 1

three=hour lessons = 3

one-hour lessons and swmer school - 1
two~hour lessons and sumnrer school = 1
taree=hour lessons and sum-er school = 1

It iz Interesting to note that none of the pastors have
the gamc set=upe.
Instructor
instructors for all junior classes except one were the
pastors. The other olass was instructed by a college student
from Goncordla, St. Paule. All senior classes were instructed

by the pastorse.

“ocut ion

Ten of the congregations hold junior confirmation classes

either in the church basement of the parish hall suditorium.

Three hold them in class Trooms, four in the parish hall, and

three in the study. Of the senlor olasses ten are held in
elther the basement or parish hall auditorium, two in class
rooms, and foar in studles.

CURRICULUK |
The study of the ourriculum was divided into the fol=-

lowing sets of guestions: Bible, Catechism, Bible Stories, Vor=

ship, and Miscellaneous.

Curriculum for the junlors =



Catechism

Twelve pastors used the New Synodical Ed:lt:l.onzfor: the ~ :‘y
Juniors. Of these one also used Kurth's catechetical Hea:!.;_:u;.2
One used Kurth's Catechetical Helps alone. *he other two used the
Drewes edition® and the Gausewibhs edition? One class used as
textbooks the pamphlet edition of Luther's Six Chief Parts and
the work-book, "Learning and Living For Jesus".?

iiethods of Instruction

Methods used in the junior class did not show a very
great variation. Ten pastors used the "lecture and quostion" — .
method. Of thess, five used the "lecture and question" method .
exclusively. Two each used a combination of the "lecture snd n
question” method and the "topic disocussion" method, and a com= ~
bination of the "lecture and question" method and the "question
and nnswer” method. Une used a combination of the "lecture"

method and the "problem-solution" method. This means that sixty-

three per cent of the pastors use the "lecture and question" <

1 1 ]
method, thirty-two per cent using the "tecture and question :1

method exclusively end thirty-two per cent using the "lecture

and gquestion” method in conjunction with other methods. Of the

"maiﬁin" thirty~seven percent, twelve per cent use the "question *

end answer" method exoluaivoly, twelve per cent used the
queat:l.on and answar method with the "toplc disoussion” method,

and six per cent used a combination of "topic discusaion" and

Prohlem-:olut:lon methods. One pastor did not answers
n
To the question, “Do you follow the order of the text",

2. See the appendix for information.



thirteen of the pastors replied that they followed it exaotly.
One , vho uses Gausewltz edition, stated that he began first
with the introduction, then inserted the Firast Article before
continuing with the regular order of the text. “ne pastor
leaves the Lord's Prayer o the last. ;

Mothod of “xposition of the text

; ¥ourteon of the pastors first explain the answer to the
guestion and then the proof passages, using the *.q'gducti\r@_.’?-
mothode Tvo of the pastors occaslonally study the proof pas=
sages Firat ond derive the answer to the question from the
proof passages, using the i:l.nductive:‘ method. One pastor uses
the inductive method exclusivelye.

Of the fifteen pastors answoring the question, "Before
assigning meterial to ba memorized I make certain that they
understand it", fourteen ansvered yes: One answered, "not always".

Proof Posseges memorized by the Junlors were®

Loas than § = 2
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5153

60

75

100
1650
300
400 ;

700 = H
Mot indlcated = 2

Parts of the Catechism which each pastor required the

Juniors to memorize were as follows?

(g Ry S

Yes g%
All Chief Parts = i6 R e
( Une omits sections on The Lord's P;:ggim)
Christian Questions=a6i omdks




