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that my bonds in O}•rst are manifest i?J all the 
palace, and in all other pleoes (P.hil. l: 15). 
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Paul's imprisonment at Rome or Epheau, led to the con­

version 01' Onesimae, Philemon 10. 

�~� intentional opportunitz 

Although Paul ewaited the suitable time to preach the 

Gospel, BUOh was not elweys the oase. Re also went out among 

t he Gentiles ores.ting some intention.el opportunities. Still 

these intentional opportunities which he brought ~bout were 

suitable times. At t he right j unot1.1.re o:f' �t�~�~� events whiob 

he brought ebout, he woula preaoh tho Gospel. 

And some days after Paul seid unto Barnabes, Let 
us go aga,n and visit our brethren in every oity 
where we have preached the Word of the Lord,. and 
see how they do (Aots 15: 36). 

And on the Sabbath ~,e ,,ant out of the oi ty (Phi­
lippi) by a river side, where prayer was wont to 
be m~de: and we est down, and spake unio the wo­
men wbioh resorted thither (Aots 16: 13). 

Mow ·while Peu1 ni tecl fo1· them at Athens, his api­
r1 t was stirred in him nben he saw the city nholly 
given to idolatry. ~erefore disputed he in the 
synagogue with the ~ewe, and with the devout per­
sons, and in the marjet daily ffith them that met 
with hi m (Aots 17: 16. 17). 

Yea so I heve strive~ to preaoh t e Gospel, not 
where Christ was named. lest I should build upon 
another man's foundation (Rom. 15: 20). 

An Understanding of ~eople 

In order for t he preacher to mcke the corre~t approaah 

to the hearer, he mast, in t he firet pls.ae, know their na­

ture. He mu.et know that every heare~ hae e oertcin portion 
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of himsel~ ~hioh is al·nays inclined to be disinterested an4 

not listen to the preaching of the Gospel. nd he nm.at 

lmo, , t l1a t in t h e Chris tion man there is a oertain portion in 

hi ' vn1ioh greatly desires to he&.r t h e Gospel. In the seoond 

pla oe, the preaoher of the Gospel must l-:-now tae general oul­

tural ba ckground of hi s heerer. He must know the environ­

ment, tl1e soai&1 stct us, t he eoonomio level, and tl1e intel­

lectual background of the hearer so tha t he may present the 

Gospel i .n t he most effeati ve way. 

·,;e enj oy Paul's ins i ght into " human na1."112"e ane. an -p.nder-

etanding of the Gentile background i n these passages: 

Ye men of Atl1ens I perceive tl1c.-i t in all things 
ye are too superstit1ous ••••• F~r in Him we live 
and move. and ha ve our being ; as certain also of 
your Ol'm poets have s ~id., l!'or we ere also his 
offspring (Aots 17: 22. 28). 

Thon Paul, af ter that t h e governor (Felix) had 
1,eoko.ned unto hi:m to .sr,eak, ane\"lered, Fora smuoh 
as I :k;now tl1a.t th!)U hast been of 1lJ!lDY :,ears a 
judge unto t 11ie nation. I do the more ohee1·:ful­
ly answer for myself (Aots 24: 10). 

Eaul's lengthy desoription o~ the Roman heathen, Rom. 

1: 21-52 

For tire 3 ews ~e.quire a ei~ and the Greeks Qeek 
after wisdom (I Cor. 1: 22). 

And I. bretliren. oould not spe&lt unto you as unto 
spiritual, but as unto oarns l, even as unto babes 
in Christ. I he ve ~ed ·you with milk, and not with 
meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it 
neitl1or now ,ir-, ye «!bl -'3 (I Cor. 3: l, · 2). 

'lievertheless, being orefty, I ouu8flt you with 
_guile (~I Oor. 12: 16 b). 

But now. after that ye have known God, or rather 



are Jmo\'m o:r God, ho\V turn ye again to the weak 
and begE~rly eloments, viherennto ye desire again 
to be in bondage (Gal. 4: 9). 
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ne o! themselves, even a prophet of their own, 
said, The Oretiens are alwsye liars, evil beasts, 
slow bellies. This witness is tzi..e. Wherefore, 
rebuke t bem sharply, t"hat they uay be sound in the 
fai tll (Tit. l: 12, 13). 

EX!, edie11oy 

At ti~ee, the &pproaoh of Paul WllS differan~, depending 

on the s1 tuation. In, one situation he would do one thing, 

and in another eitue tion he would to t11e very oppoaittl • . Onoe 

he oiroumaised Timothy (Aots 16: 3) so as not to offend the 

J O\~s. .!\.nd yet when the 3uda1£ers den:anded oiroumoision •of 

t ··e Gal&tians, l>aU;]. went .so far as to soy, "Behold, I Paul 

say unto you, that if ye be oiromnoieed, Christ shall profit 

you nothing," (Gel. 5: 2). P.eul did t ~e thing nbioh EB the 

most profitable in eooh &ituation. But he t'l&B e~edient onl.7 

in the fielB of adiaphcra. Never did be onoe oompromiae the 

Goepel; he only shaped tbe a proaoh. "fith resard to the 

things allowed by Chri&tian liberty, .Paul m,uld oompromise, 

refuse to inaiBt on 111s right, g1 ve in, or saorifioe so as 

not to oauee offense or beoome burdensome. His objeo11ve in 

doing this \7&B to e;ain a he&ring for t he Goepel. 

Paul to the Ephesian e~dere: 

Yea,ye yau:rsel ves Jtnow.. that these hands have 
minietered unto my neoeasitiea (Acts 20: 34). 

All things are lawful unto meJ but all things ere 
not expedient (I Oor. 6: 12 a. 
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·mereforl3 if 1.neat maketh my brothor to offend. 
I will eat no 'flesh , 1le t h e world atandeth. lest 
I make TJllf brother to offend ,(I Oor. 8: 13). 

J evertheless we have not used t h is power (tempo­
ral sup,ort); but suffer sll things. lest we 
sl10uld hinder the Gospel o:f' Christ ••••• What is 
my reward then? Verily that. whon I preaoh the 
Gospel. I may make the Gospel of Christ without 
ol1urge 1 that I abuse not my po:wer in the Goepel. 
For though I be free from all men, yet have I 
made myself sorvant ,,nto all. tl1at I might cain 
t he m~re (I Oor. 9: 12 b,18. 19). 

To t h e wonk beanme 1 es ,veak, tbe.t I might gain 
t he weak: I am made ell things to all me~. that 
I might by all means oeve some (I Oor. 9: 22)~ 

Have I oou~itte un ~ffenoe in abasing myself that. 
ye might be exalted, beoause I have preached to you 
t he Gos pel o:£' God freely? I robbed other ollurohes. 
tak ing wages of th81!1 to do you eervioe .••• • .And in 
all t hi ngs I h n ve 1 e_ t myeel:f :from being burdens?m• 
UlltO you, and BO will I keep myael:l' ••••• Dut what I 
de, tl:!.&t I will do, t h.at I may out off occasion · 
from then, wl1ioh desire ooaaeion ( II Oor. 11: 7, 8, 
9 b, 12. a). 

For ye rem mber, brethren, our l abor end travail: 
£or laboring night and cJ.ay, beoause we would not 
be ol1argeable unto a rry ~f you. we preeol1ed unto 
you tbe Gospel of God(! Thee3. 2: 9). 

Cotml!e11dation 

Paul wa s never totally negnti ve in his e1>proaoh to the 

Gentiles. Ho eave oredit wllere oredit was due. He a.id not 

hold baok from praising nor encouraging them !or their pro­

gress or for some work of love ,1hioh the:, performed. If he 

had been entirely no~ati~o. ~1ways oritioiming. and never 

encouraging, the7 .would have· b eoome disoouraged. fhey would 

have severed ~heir relations with Paul, and he oould have 

no longer brought t:'!e Gosp&1 to them. 
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aul was sincere in his ocmmend&.tion. Re did .not praise 

just beoause he thou@'ht it was time to doe little praising. 

Nor did l'aul .ever use nattery. (I ~heas. 2: 5) Beoause his 

words were fitly spoken. they were like a plea of gold 1n 

baskets of silver. 

To the weak and striving Corinthians. faul has these 

words of oo:rmnendation: 

Unto tl1e Churoh of God wllioh is et Corinth. to 
t h em wl ioh are eanotified in Christ J eB11s. oalled 
to be saints (I Cor. l: 2). 

I speak as to wise :men. judge ye v,hat I s ay ( I Oor. 
10: 15) • 

Row I praise you. brethren. that ye remember me in 
ell things. end _.eep the ordinnnaes. as I delivered 
them unto you ( I Cor. 11: 2). . . . 

G1·ee t 1s my glorying• of you (II Cor. '7: .4 a) • 
. 

I roj oioe therefore thot I have oonfidenoe in you 
in &11 things (II Cor. 7: 16). 

f herefore as ye ebo11nd in evor;rthing, in faith. 
e.nd utterance, end 1..--nov,1 edge, and in all dili­
genoe , and in your love to us, see that ye abound 
in this sraoe also (II Cor. 8: 7). 

~o the foolish Galatians who were oruoifiers of Christ: 

And 'ltJ"8 tem1>tat1on whioh ffllS in my flesh, ye de­
spise~ not. nor rej ected; but reoeived me as an 
engel of God, even ae C~rist eB11s ••••• Ye nuln 
have pluoked out your own eyes and heve given 
them to me (Gal. 4: 14. 15 b). 

Ye did run well (Gal. 5: '7 a). 

! have oonfidenee iz: Ji-~"' t brough t e Lord ( Gal. 
6: 10 a). 

Wherefore. m7 beloved. as 7e have alwa7s obe7ed. 
not as it& my presence only" b it DO\'I m1.1.ob more in · 
rq absenoe ••••• (Ph11. 2: 12). 
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Therefore. my brethren dearl1 beloved ar.d 1onged 
~or. my joy and orown ••••• (l'hil. 4: l). 

Hotwithstanding ye have well done. that 7a did 
oonmm.nio~te with my affl1ot1cns (Phil. 4: 14). 

Reme be1·ir,g \'li'thout oee.eing your ,.1ork of faith. 
and l~bor of love. and patienoa of hope in our 
I,ord ;eeus CiJrist (I !i:"11.ese. 1: 3) • 

. 
7e are bound to the.nk God. always for you. breth­
ren. as it is meet. beoause that your faith grow-

t h exooedingly and t he ollari ty of eve1·youe of 
you all toward eaoll other aboundeth (II 5?heae. 
1: 3). 

For yo ere our e].ory end j oy (II Thees. 2: 20). 

\~1en I oell to remcobranoe the unfeiffll d faith 
t l at ie in thee ••••• {II ~im. 1: 5 a): 

Hearing of tby love and faith which thou hast to-
1ard the r..ord J esus. end toward. all sair:ts. !fhat 

t A10 oommu.nioation of thy faith 1J1.ay become effeo­
t u, l by t h e ao!mof1l edging of every good t hing 
whiol1 is in you in Cbriet J esns ( ?11ilom:,n G. 6 ). 

Paul's Tact in S1>oeoh 

foot is a delica te porc~ption of what is appropriate to 

do or say in dealing with others without giving o~feDee. 

Tao1.f1.11 epeeo11. then • . would oonsist j,n sayi~6 vfnat one means 

to s ay in a ff0 7 ao as not to oreata offense. 2aul uaa a 

master in tactful apeeoh. He had a masterfu1 language in 

whioh to express himself. He spoke for the purpose of not 

offending tl1ose to whom he ll reaohed. 

Frequently. the use 0£ the pronoun beoomee the point 

of offense in epseoh •. .i!1or tl1at reason. we shall e::am1ne 

Paul's tactful use o'f t he pronoun. Hie writings are the on­

ly aouroea whioh we have. but it 1a safe to assume that Pau1 
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preaohed in a siJJlilar manner. 

Though.! speak with the tongues of men a1_1.4 of an­
gels. and have not charity.!. am become as sound­
ing brass or a tinkling c1111bal ••••• (I Cor. 13: 1). 

Paul tho J ew speaking to th.a Gentile Galatians: 

That the blessing of Abraham might oome on the 
Gentiles through 3 esus Obrist; that we mipt re­
oeive the Spirit through faith (G81.3: 14). 

Let J!!. not be desirous of vain glory. provoking 
one another. envying one anotb.er (Gal. 5: 26). 

Among whom also we all had our oonversation in 
times past in thn.uets of our flesh (Eph. 2: 3 a). 

In the example where J?aul is speaking to the Corinthians 

about oharity. he oould have used the pronouns "you" or "we." 

If he had used "you." his oenaure would have appeared too 

hersh. It would have seemed that Paul would never have 

plaoea himself among those Who would do suoh a thing as he 

dosoribes. If he had used "we" it w011ld have diluted the 

point he was trying to make. Paul used "I" in a moat force­

ful and humble manner. 

Peul includes himself among those whom he admonishes 

not to be "desirous o:f' vain glon" in the fifth chapter of 

his Epistle to the Galatians when he uses the pronoun "us." 

He uses the same devioe in the Ephesians selection •. In the 

l otter we notice with what foroe Paul brings out that he. too. 

had at one time had his conversation in the lusts of his 

flesh. In both ael.eotiona. Paul never displays an attitude 

of arraganae toward his fello1r: man. 

A Good Reputation 

A good reputation nmst be a neaeaeary part of the ap-
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proaoh of the preaaber of the Goape1. A good reputation 1a 

t he good report whiah goes around about the preaober'a aha­

raoter. It is the oharaoter wh1oh p.e.ople oomn.only impute to 

the preaoher. If the report ~ea around that the preeoher'a 

oheraoter is "shady" and that "he do,s not p:raotioe what he 

preaohes." the preaoher is going to be 1~ 111 repute with 

the hearer :from the very first oontaot. And most likel7 the 

preacher will not have another ohanoe to oontaot that offen­

ded person. But if people associate a good. deaent. 0brist­

i "'n oharaater to the pree.oher. the7 will be more read7 to 

listen to what he has to say. Then. too. people like to be 

seen in aoJD.P4n7 wit~ those who are of good repute. and the7 

shy sway from those who are of 111 repute. 

For these reasons. Paul pointed to the blameless life 

he bad le.d among the Gentiles. and advises other preachers· 

to do the same. 

Pau1 to the Ephesian e1ders: 

I have ooveted no man's silver. or gold. or appa­
rel (Aots 20: 33). 

Giving no offense in anything. that the ministry 
be not blamed (II 0or. 6: 3). 

But in· all things approving ourselves as the .mi­
nisters of God ••••• by pureness ••••• (II Cor. 6: 
4 a. 6 a). 

Reoeive us; we have wronged no man. we bave cor­
rupted no man. we have.defrauded 110 man (II 0or. 
'1: 2) .. 

Ye are our witnesses. and God also. how holil7 
and justl7 and unblan:.eably we behaved ourael vea 
among you that believe (I ~eaa. 2: 10). 



For yourselves know how 7e ought to follow us. 
for we have behaved not ouselvea disorderly 
among you ••••• (II !l'haaa. z: ,,. 
A.bishop then must be blameless ••••• of good ba­
havior ••••• Koreover he must have a good report 
(reputation) of them wbioh are without (I Tim. 
Z: 2. ,). 

H 

Let no man despise th7 7outh; but be thou an ex­
ample of the believers in word. and in aonversa­
tion. in aharit7. in spirit. in faith. and in 
purity (I Tim. 4: 12). 

For a bishop must be blameless. as the etemrd of 
God (Tit. 1:, a) • 

.. 
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Ill. PAUL 1 S PRESEi:T!rA!rIOJJ OF THE LAW 

In the two previous ohapters. we have presented the 

moat prominent "human elements whioh appear 1n Paul• s prepa-

r tion of his 'hearers for the aotual preaohing of the Gospel. 

In the present ohapter we shall diaouss the divine element 

in that p1•eparat1on •. 

!the divine element is God's moral Law as summed up in 

the Ten Commanclments and interpreted spi ritually by Christ. 

It is divine beoauae it belongs to God. and beoause God 

\vor1ts through it. 

The presentation of the Law is making the faots of tht 

Law olear. Then through tho faots of the Law. God oraates a 
I 

sense of need in tho hearer for the Gospel. In turn. the 

neod is the aotual prepration for the preaoh1ng of the Gos­

pel. So through the fe.ots of the Law. the aotual preparation 

taltes plaoe. 

In the following seotions we shall endeavor to point out 

that Paul presented the faota of God's Law with the idea in 

mind of oreating the sense of need for llia Goepel preaohing. 

Sinoe Pau1 wishes to bring the total person. his intellaot. 

will. and emotions. to a rea1.1sat1on of need for tne Gospel. 

he presents the Law in suoh a way ao as to reaoh aeoh of 

these aopeota of the person. 

Paul Presented the Law to Create a Sense of Beed 

A oareful analysis of Pau1 will show that he 'IIBB "fery 
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well aaquainted with God's moral Law. Paul not only knew 

the faots of t he Law. but ho knew tl1e nature of it. He lr:new 

that it was baoked by the power of ti1e almighty God to oondemn, 

and punish all those who did not obey it. He knew t hat Cod 's 

. oondemnation through the Law meant separation from God. ~ore­

over. Paul lcnew th.at the person who was separated from God 

was in dire need of t he Gospel. 

So with this in mind. Paul presented the faota of the 

Law to awaken the need. namely. the need of returning to a 

bnrmonioua union· with God. 

For as I passed by. and beheld your devotions. I 
found an altar with this inaoription. TO THE UH­
KNO i ll Go: . Whom therefore ye ignorantly worsl1ip. 
Him deolare I unto you ••••• Foraamuoh then as we 
are tho offspring of God. we ought not to think 
tha t tho Godhe~d is like unto gold. or silver. or 
atone. graven by ert an.d man 'a devioe. At the 
tin1es of this 1gnoranoe God winked at: but now 
oommand:eth all men every\"lhere to repent: beoauae 
He hath appointed a Day. in whiob He will 3udge 
t ·.e world in righteousness b that !.ian whom He 
hath ordeined ••••• (Aots 17: 23. 29-31). 

For to be oarnally minded is death ••••• Beoause the 
oernal mind is enmity against God: :for it is not 
aubjeot to the Law of God. ne1t11er indeed oan be. 
~o then they that are in the flesh oannot please 
God ••••• Now if any have not the Spirit of Christ. 
be is none of His (Rom. 8; 6 a. '• a. _9 b). 

But t he natural man reoeiveth not tho t hings of 
the spirit of God: for they are foo1ishneoa un­
to him: neither oan he know them. beoause they 
are spiritually disoerned (I ·Cor. 2: 14). 

But I say• that • th.e th;tngs whioh the Gentiles 
naarifioe. th~7 eaarifioe to devils. and not to 
God: and I would not that ye should have fellow­
ship \11th.devils. Ye aa nnot drink the oup of the 
Lord. and t he ou, of devils: ye oannot be parta­
kers of the Lor4 a table. and of t he table of de-
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vile. Do ue provoke the Lord to jealous:,? are we 
stronger than Ho? (I Oor. 10: 20-22). 

Examine yourselves, Tlhetber ye be in the faith; 
prove your o~n selves. Know ye not your offll aelvea, 
how tha t J aaus Christ is in you, e:mept ye be reprt>­
bates? (II Cor. 13: 6) 

For as many as are of the works of the law are un­
der t lle ourse: for it is written, Cursed is every 
-one t hat oontinueth not in all things 9hioh are 
writt en in the book of the law to do them. •••• 
i1herefore then servetb tho law? It was added be- ~ 
oause of tronsgres2ions ••••• nierefore the law was 
our sohoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be just1fie6 by faith (Gal. 3: 10, 19 a. 24). 

That ~t that time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the ooir.Inonwealth of Israel, and stran­
gers ~rom the oovenants of promise, having no hope, 
end without God in the world •• ~ •• (Eph. 2: ~2). 

For they that sleep sleep in t he night (spiritual): 
· and they that be drunken ,ere drunken in the night 

{I ihess. 5: 7). 

In flaming fire taking vengeanaa on them that know 
not God, end that oboy not the Gospel ·of our Lord 
J -'SUS Obrist: ,, .o shall be punished with everl&s­
ting nestr~otion from tho presenae of the Lord, 
anu fro.m the glory of His power C II !L'hess. 1: 8, 9) • 

. 
wt we Jmow that the law is good, if a man use it 
lewfully; Knowing this, that the law .is not made 
for a righteous man, but for the law1ese and dis­
obedient, for the ungodly .and for einners, •••• (I 
Tim. 1 : 8, 9 a). . 

Paul Presented the Law to the i7hole Person 

Sinoe the Law is presented through persons ~o persons, 

some human elements enter• in that. presentation. !he human 

elements, Tihioh aro the media of oontaot in the presentation 

of persons to persons, are the intelleot, will, and the emo­

tions. In other words, the total person of the preaoher 

presents tne Law to the total person of the hearer. He doe■ 
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not make thg presentation of the Law a mere intelleotuel 

proeentat1:,n• but he also pre·sents the Law in a wo.7 so e.s 

to reatJh tl1e will ancl emotions. The Law itself remains as 

the f actor \1h1ob o~eates tl1e needr but it areates the neod 

1n the total person through t he tot2l person of t he prea­

cher. 

We shall seletJ't a fe~ examples from Paul •·a ·presentation 

of the Law to sl10w that his total person oonveyed it to tlie to­

tal person of the other man. It is very diffioult to sepa­

rate t he throe funoti~ns of the personalit~. but they v111 

serve as an outline of stud:,. 

~ intelleot 

The pre~entati~n to the intelloot emp)asizes the know­

ledge of the Law of God Vii th the purpose of bringing the 

person to a i nowl.edge that he is in harmony or out o'f herm0117 

with that Law. The seleotiona whiob empbaaiz~ Paul's tea­

ohing aooord with his presentation. 

And as he reasoned of r1ghteousne~s, temperanoe, 
and judgment to oome, Pelix trembled, and answered. · 
Go thy way for this timei when I have a oorivenient 
season. I will ·ooll for thee (Aots 24: 25). 

Beoauae the Law worketh wrathi for where no law 
is, there is no transgression (Rom. 4: 15). 

Porto be oarnally mindel is deatb ••••• Beoauae 
the oarnal mind is enmity againa.t God: :for it 1a 
not au.bjeot to the Law of God, neitheT indeed oan 
be. .so then they that are in the flesh dannot 
please God ••••• Now if an~ have not the Spirit o:f 
Christ. he is none of His (Rom. 8: 6 a.'• e. 9 b). 

Know ye not your own selves. how that 3eB11a Christ 
is in you. e:mept ye be reprobates? (II Cor. 13: 
·5 b). · 



89 

For as msDJ" as are of the v1orka of th a law ere 
under the ourae: for it is written. Onrsed is 
every one that oontinueth. not in all th1nga which 
are written in the book of the lew to do tb am 
( Ga. 3: 10). 

In flaming fire taking venBeanoe on them that 
know not God. and that obey not the Gospel of our 
Lard J 88tlB Christ: Who shall be puniahed \"Ii th 
everlasting deetn.otion ~om the presenoe of tl1e 
Lord1 and from the glory of Hia power (II fheas. l: 
a. 9 ,_. 

Tba \'l111 --
The vd.11 1a the sum of all the impnlees of e person 

used to make a ohoioe and to e.rrange ell tho -oon:rlioting 

drives to that ohoioe. Pa1il presented tbe LeT1 with tho wr­

pose of having the person aatiTely ohooee a oouree of oon­

duot. He wanted him to talte the knowledge he _poseeeeed and 

ms.ke a deoision wi.th 1 t. J'iret Paul wanted the person to 

actually need the Gospel. and then he wanted h:lm to make a 

ohoioe to leaTe the things vihiob militate sgoinat tha Goe­

pel. Therefore. we ~ind Paul using euoh terms as "repen­

:tsnoe." which is a obange of the mind. r/ith his emorta-· 

tion and persuasive presentation. Paul aims et the person 

doing somethinJ about it. 

feetifying botb to the J ewe, end also to the 
Greeks, repentanoe towarJ God, and fait~ toward 
our Lord J eaua Obrist ( Acts 20: 21) • 

And as he reasoned of righteousness. temperanoe. 


