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Father gave to His self-emptied Son the fulncss of the Holy
Ghost., Under the influence of the Spirit He lived, taught,
perfornmed miracles, sacrificed Himsslf for the sins of the
world, and rose again from the dead.5
But there is one passage which is particularly per=
tinent to our theais: "God giveth not the Spirit by mea=-

sure unto Him," John 3:34,5 The fulness of the Spirit in

S Cf, Chadwick, op. eit., -pp. 58-60, For a concise
summary of the purpose for which Christ was filled with the
Spirit, sce Luke 4:18,19; for the Spirit's conjunction with
Christ in the work of redemption, Hebr.,9:14; for His agency
in raising Christ from the dead, Rom.8:11,

6. Lenski, op. eit., ad loc,, maintains that this pas-
Ssage refers to John the Baptist rather than to Christ,

"The simple story is this: John tells his disciples, in
order to convince and assure them, that he himself puts
the seal of his authority and his person on God's truth
that Jesus is the Messiah; and then, in order to establish
the weight of this statement more fully, he explains (y«p)
that he, sent by God, utters nothing less than the words
of God, and this he can do because the Spirit gives such
utterance to him in adequate measure," Lenski translates,
“"For he whom God did commission speaks the words of God;
for the Spirit gives not from (insufficient) measure,"
Lechler contends for a similar view of the passage,
but for better reasons: 1) John here still appears as pre=
eminently the &mzsv=xAuéves 3 (ch.1:6), Christ as the %pxo
givos . 2) Vorse 34 states & Je0s améeteidev 3 V.35, & matofp
&yxm} , 3) Here the AaAsiv (not &imeiv) of the ot Jeeo
is set against the fact that all things are given into the
hands of Christ, Cf, "The Acts of the Apostles", Lange-
Schaff Commentary, Vol. 20, p. 145,
Nevertheless, we still cling to the traditional
interpretation, Our main reason for doing so is contex-
tual. John's disciples were disturbed because their
teacher was being eclipsed by this New Light of whom John
had testified, Beginning at v,27 John endeavors to ex-
plain the whole situation that they might also rejoice in
Christ who has come at last, It is necessary that Christ
be pre-eminent (v.3C)., Now he proceeds to magnify Christ:
He comes from heaven and is above all (v.31); He tells vhat
He has seen and heard, but people will not believe Him
(ve32); He that believes Him, however, knows that God is
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a mere man is not comparable to the fulness He received.
Any f£illing which we receive is always "by mecasure,” = not

as though we also cannot be genuinely "filled" with the

true, i.c, true to Eis promises which are all yea and amen
in Christ (v,.33); because the One whom God has sent speaks
the "words of God," since God gives Him the Spirit not by
measure, in contrast to God's gift to mere men (v,34),

Then in a wonderful climax John tells why these things are
true of the Incarnate Christ: "The Father loves the Son,
and He has given everything into His power (v.35)., Who-
ever believes on the Son has life everlasting; but whoever
refuses to believe the Son will not see life, but the wrath
of God rests upon him" (v,36)., His disciples were not to
lose sight of the grand theme for a moment. John carried
them with him to the climax, As to his own person and
work, John disposed of that in his introduction (vv.27=30).
It iz evident that he felt himself in danger of standing
between Christ and his disciples, Yhy then should he ob-
trude his person in the conclusion and thus lose the effect
of his sermon? He had said, "I must decrease." Christ
must be magnified! That is the preacher's whole duty,

John was a good preacher!

= Lenski's translation leaves an obJject to be supplied.
ihis complication is unnecessary., As for Lechler's argu-
ments, in John 3:2 Nicodemus acknowledges that Christ is
"come" from God, Surely that implies all that "commissioned”
or "sent" expresses., In v,16 we read, that God "gave" His
Son, and in V.17 that God "sent" (&Wzévs:Asv ) Him, Ve do
not deny that in these first three chapters the verb ¥moorildw
is connected with the Baptist more often than with Christ,
but we yield nothing to such an argument., Regarding the
second point, we do not agree that #¢ds is contrasted to
mame , The words indicate a difference in emphasis, the
former stressing the majesty of Christ's commission and
the latter the loving relationship between the Sender and
the One Sent., e will not admit more than that. As for
the third point, Christ according to His human nature 1is
always receiving from the Father, This does not contra-
dict the fact that as true God these thing are already
His, If, however, the point of the third argument rests
upon the verb, it can easily be shown that the Gospels
abound in the use of both verbs in connection with Christ's
discourses, See especially John 12:48-50,




Spirit, but that our capacity for Him is not equal to
Christ's, "To every one of us is (has been) given grace
according to the megsure of the gift of Christ," Eph.4:7.
Here "grace" is not saving grace, which is alike for all,
but "charisma," some spiritual endowment for service in
the Church, Hencé it is that while all power was .given to
Christ (Matt.28:19) and all things were delivered unto Him
by the Father (Matt.11:27), we on our part are grénted

only specific and limited.powers, great thouéh they may be.7

7. Cf, Lenski, The Interpretation of Galatians, Ephe-
sians, ~hilippians, p. 516 f.
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V. Pentecost

In the course of His last discourses Jesus had said
to His disciples, "It is expedient for you that I go away:
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you," John 16:7.
This "going away" referred to His Ascension, as we learn
from both the record of Pentecost and from Ephesians 4:8,
"When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive,
and gave gifts unto men," Just before His/Ascension He
left a more specific promise as to the time of the Spirit's
coming: "Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hcnce," Acts 1:5,

In obedience to the Master's command the disciples
(not merely the Eleven, but about 120 people according to
Acts 1:15) remained in Jerusalem and awaited the fulfil-
ment of His promise, They came together repeatedly in an
upper room to unite in prayer (v.l4). We cannot doubt
that their prayer was especially directed toward the ful-
filment of Jesus' promise, Here, then, we have an in-
stance of preparation for the reception of God's Spirit:
the disciples obeycd a specific command and looked for a
promised answer, Until that prayer was answered they had
only one commission =, "Waiti" It is small wonder that they

had returned to Jerusalem to tarry there until they were




endued with power from on high,

The answer came eight days after Christ's Ascension,
on the Feast of Pentecost, a day in which Jerusalem was
overflowing with Jews who had come from far and wide to
ieep the feast, Suddenly the house in which they sat was
filled with a roar like the sound of a tempest, and cloveﬁ
tongues which looked like flames appeared and rested upon
their heads, "

Acts 2:4, han %m\rf@gqéav TRV TES ?rréu;a.arros S:K{a-u.

The infinite and almighty God came into puny mortals.
God took complete charge of them, If any thoughts of, What
shall we eat? or What shall we wear? had occupied their
ninds a few moments before, these were now gone, Fears,
pride, self-consciousness disappeared when the Holy Ghost
came flooding in upon.them. The tongues like fire which
rested on their heads were tokens of a Greater Flame which
filled their hearts, The Spirit of Truth had come to be
their Teacher, Vhat they had so hoped to be;ieve, they
tnew; what they had so hoped to be able and courageous
enough to do, they now did, The grand meaning of Calvary
and Joseph's Garden became as clear as day, and they saw
Christ as though for the first time. One Spirit filled
them all with one great purpose « to preach Christ and
Him ecrucified on account of our sins and raised again for
our justification!

The news spread quickly, and in a short time a crowd




had gathered, People from Parthia, Media, Mesopotamia,
Elam, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygila, Pamphylia, Egypt,
Libya, Rome, Crete, and Arabia, besides the Jews who
lived in Judaeca and Galilee, were attracted to the scene,
Then, as the Spirit gave them the ability, the disciplesl
preached of the wonderful things of God in languages which
they had heretofore never known, The crowd heard the Gose
pel proclaimed in their native tongues, in Babylonian,
Latin, Egyptian, Arabic, etc, Some who hecard were aston-
ished, Others, either because they rejected the testimony
or because they could not grasp the fact of the miracle,
or both, mockingly said, "These people are filled with new
wine," Acts 2:13,

Peter arose and addressed the throng.2 Two months
prior to this he had feared to confess his Lord before a
handful of people,” but since then the Spirit of God had
filled him with power and had left no room for fear., "Ye
men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth,,.ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain,
eselet all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye crucified, both Lord
and Christ," Acts 2:22,23,36,

1, Again not only the Eleven (or Twelve) are meant, but
the entire group of disciples, among them being young men
and old, girls and women, Cf, Acts 2:17,.,18,

2, Very likely Peter preached in Aramaic, since all, or
at least the majority, being Jews, could understand him,

3. Cf, Luke 22:55-62, -

—ra
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"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles,
“en and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto
them, Repent, and be baﬁtized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Chriqt for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, For the promise is
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call,...Then
they that gladly received his words were baptized: and the
same day there were added unto them about three thousand
souls," Acts 2:37-39,41.,% This iz ample tostimony to the
effectivencss of Peter's sermon; and it also recalls the
lloly Spirit's foreign office, namely, to convict the world
of unbelief,

Fentecost was the fulfilment of Joel's prophecy5 and
the answer to Christ's promise.,® Therefore, we read of no
anxious vigil to which the three thousand converts were
subjeccted, The time of WQ%ting was past; the Spirit was

now present, "Repent, and be ‘baptizedi"™ That was the

4, Lenskl comments on this passage: "And you shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit" means in and by repent-
ing and being baptized,...In Peter's sermon the Spirit
came to work upon the hearers from without, but by bringing
them to repentance and to baptism He could actually enter
their hearts, be their heavenly gift, and thus put them
into actual communion with God....%We do not read that any
of the 3,0CC spoke with tongues, yet they all received the
Holy Spirit...."The promise":is the Holy Spirit....It was
the intcntion of God to bestow His Spirit upon the Jews
first. The Interpretation of the Acts of the Apostles,
Ppe. 109 T,

5, Cf, Acts 2:16=-21,

6, Cf, sActs 2:33,
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Gospel admonition. The Spirit was given then, as He is now,
to faith. On that day the converts entered upon a new life
dedicated to God (Acts 2:42-47),

% % %

Ve also include in this chapter the outpouring of
the Holy Ghost upon Cornelius and his band as recorded in
the tonth chapter of Acts,

Peter had received a three-fold vision (10:11-16)
indicating that he should go and preach the Gospel to Gen-
tiles (10:28), The Lord had singled out Cornelius, a
ceniurion and a proselyte of the gate, because he was "a
devout man, and one that feared God with all his house,
which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God al-
way," 10:2, Vhile Peter was preaching Christ to him and
his friends, "the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard
the word, And they of the circumcision which believed
were astonished,...because that on the Gentiles also was
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost, For they heard
them speak with tongues, and magnify God," 10:44-46, Vhen
Peter saw what had happened, namely, that God had given them
the Spirit in the same manner as Hg had given Him to them
on Pentecost, he commanded that Cornelius and his friends
be baptizea (1C:47,.48),

Peter regarded this miracle as being identical with
phe experience at Pentecost, Yhen the Jewish Christians

called him to give an account of this new departure in
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practice, i,2. his ministering to Gentiles, he said, "As I
began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, gg op us at the
beginning, Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that
He sald,...Ye shall be baptized with the Holv Ghost. For-

asmuch then as God pave them the like gift as He did unto
as, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that

I could withstand God?" Acts 11:15-17,

In no other place in Scripture, apart from the account
of the Pentocost miracle, is there an instance where an out-
pouring of the loly Ghost is specifically called a "baptism,"
For this reason we regard the-episode described here as the
completion of the Pentecostal baptism, Vie see the divine
hecessity for such a recurrence from Peter's initial un-
willlingness to preach to the Gentiles (Acts 10:28) and from
the astonishment of the believing Jews who witnessed this
second Spirit-baptism (v.45), Had it not been for the wide=- |
spread Jewish notion that the Gospel was for them alone,
the incident recorded in this chapter (Acts 10) might never

have been nritten.7

tle note two other important facts in this account, The
one is again the lack of any "tarrying" exercise (which is
usually regarded as essential to being filled with the
Spirit in the theology of Pentecostalism) on the part of

Cornelius, If this were essential, we might well doubt

7. Cf, E, Y, !fullins, "The Baptism of the Holy Spirit,"
International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Vol., I, p. 401,




Peter's conclusions, The other is that the Spirit was im-
parted without the laying on of an apostle's hands, as seemed
necessary in the case of the Samaritan Christians (Acts 8:
14-17) and the disciples of Ephesus (Acts 19:6).2 The 1at-

- ter fact also speaks for this being the completion of the

Pentecost baptism,

8. We shall treat these two cases more fully in a later
chapter,




Vi. Post=Pentecostal Fulness

Christ had promised that the Holy Spirit would abide
with His disciples forever (John 14:16)., The following
passages testify to the veracity of His promise, With the
Passing of the day of Pentecost, the disciples were not
again left prey to their former weaknesses of courage and
faith, but they retained the Spirit of power and often
manifested His presence by their words and deeds.

Acts 4:8. Férpos -m\;;az’:‘zs vejuaros Hyiov » Peter and
John had been haled before the Sanhedrin to give an account
of their strange actions, Not only had they healed a lame
man (Acts 3:2-8), but they were preaching the resurrection
through Jesus and had gained many converts from Judaism
(4:2,4), Peter, always a ready spokesman, aroused by the
Spirit of God within him, both answered for their actions
and preached Christ "whom ye crucified" to the council (4:
8-12), Vhen the verdict of the Sanhedrin was that they
should keep silent about Christ in the future, they boldly
promised to do the very opposite (4:18-20),

Acts 4:31, Erdjedyeav Gmavres 70 Xyiew Aveduatos .
Before letting Peter and John go free, the ccuncil threa-
tened them, The Christians knew that persecution would

surely follow, unless they ceased their evangelical work,
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Hevertheless, they prayed that God would continue to give
boldness to those who preached His Word and to accompany
the CGospel with signs and wonders in Jesus' name (4:23-31).
In answer to their prayer the building shook with the pre-
sence of God, ahd they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
God not only inspired them with the boldness they sought,
but He also gave them a unity of purpose and action which
is seldom seen in the world today.

But even in those days the Church was not without
her hypocr:l.tea1 and petty quarreln.a " In order that the
latter might be kept at a minimum and that the apostles
might not be reduced to "serving tables,"” the Twelve in-
structed the congregation to select seven men who should
serve as deacons, These men were to be ﬁ/uqafwrwguéaus ﬂﬁi—
pers mzu;uwros &K{w," Acts 6:3,

Stephen, one of those chosen, is described to us as
"HvBpo mhjpy MiETews ket Teyuaros byiaw," 6:5, Full of grace
and power he performed many miracles and did great wonders
among the people (6:8), Vhen godless men opposed him, they
were unable to withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by which
he spoke (6:9,30). False witnesses were brought against
hinm in the Sanhedrin, Stephen took advantage of the occa-
sion to preach the Christ of Judgment to those who reject

Him (7:2-53), His hearers understood the accusation, but

1, C£, Acts 5:1-10, Ananias and Sapphira,
2, Cf, Acts 6:1, the Hebrews and Greclans,




instead of repenting, they hardened their hearts and
"gnashed on him with their teeth," 7:54, Vhen they raged
against him, the Lord settled his heart with a vision of
the heavens opened (7:55,56), a sight made visible to one
who was " #wAypps WVedmarres Yyiow," v.55. We also see
evidence of the Spirit's presence in the forgiving prayer
Stephen prayed while his enemies stoned him to death (7:
58-60), %>

Acts 9:17. Smus dvufAédys oa 7?,\76:93‘5 #vsguaras Xyivw,
These are the words of one Ananias to the man who was to
become the pgreatest apostle of them all, Paul (then called
Saul) was led blind-from the Damascus-Road experience to
this Ananias, a Christian who liveé in Damascus., At God's
command, Ananias placed his hands on him and said, "Brother
Saul, the Lord,..hath sent me, that thou mightest receive
thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost."® Immedi-
ately Paul's sight was restored, and he was baptized (v,
18), From Ananias' house he went to the synagogues in the
city and preached that Jesus is the Son of God (v.20).

This is one of the most remarkable instances of the
Spirit's grace to be found in Scripture. It shows to what
limits God will go to gain a soul., Paul made good use of

this experience and turned it into a powerful argument in

3. We have here another instance of one being filled
with the Spirit after Pentecost without the agency of one
of the apostles. The record does not tell us whether Paul
received any charismatic gift at this time,
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his evangelical ministry,4
| Aots 11:z4. avyp &wﬂis Kes Thjpys TveLudros dyiev K

7/ @Téws,  The above is a desceription of Barnabas, the man
who was to become Paunl's co-worker on the first missionary
Journcy. From the last sentence of this verse® we infer
that he was a powerful preacher., He had also been one of
the first to sell his land and bring the money to the
apostles ‘(Acts 2:36,37). _

Acts 13:9, Hawdos, 1-)76:9@}: AVERat1os f:r’ou . VWhen Ely-
Mlas, a sorcerer, tried to undo the work of God in one of
Faul's converts, Paul cursed him with blindness. Paul's
Source of power resided in the Spirit which filled him and
guided him in his whole ministry,

Acts 13:52, &1 78 uahral EmAypedvro jupis kus avev-
S K103 aBﬁMk The new disciples in Antioch of Pisidia
might well have been filled with grief and fear, because
Paul and Barnabas, who had so recently brought them the
Gospel, had been forcibly expelled from the country. In=-
stead they were filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost,
“herever the fulness of the Spirit is, there is also high
and holy joy in Christ, and this in spite of adverse
physical conditions, No record of. overt manifestations of
the Holy Ghost is given{

Eph,5:18, 3\« ﬂ)woa?&'ﬂz tv mveduare, Paul's ox-

4, Cf, 1 Cor,15:8-10; 1 Tim.1:15,
S, "lluch people was added unto the Lord,"




