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IITRODUCTION

I canmot but consider i1t an honor to be able to
submlt thls thesls at Concordia Seminary. I velue it
not only for the contents of this work but also because
it marks my year of studies here,

In the Germen universitles the prophets were
looked upon as "mad fellowa". Indeed any ldea of God
rovealing Himself to men was frowned upon and I was
left with doubts. The material of this thesls has con-
vinced me that God tekes great care to reveal Himself
to man and that we may place our trust in His revelatlon
of Iimeelf. 8o, by thils work, my whole Christien faith
has been more firmly established.

Por this work of strenghthing I wish to thank
Concordia Theological Seminary. Ny work here has prooved
more valusble than much of the training I received in
the German universities. BEspecielly I thank Dr. W. Arndb
and Dr. ¥, E, lMayer for their guldance. I consider

myself very. fortunate to be able to sit under such men.
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I. ETHYMOLOGY OF "PROPHET"

/7107'4;/7 7}' is compounded from rrjéa.ml ‘f‘l}"‘-lo- It apparently
emphasizes the ldeg of spealing out or uttering.

Thus 7y 4+ belongs to the root Y44 which gives it tie
conmon radical sense of to bring forth into the light, to
meke known, or to declare. It is interesting that historica
writers use ¥7/#¢ when quoting the words of anyone by pre-
fixing it to the quotation. The verb is also inberjected
into the recorded speech of another.

I7!o\ involves the notion of 'on! or 'forth' and serves
to emphasize the idea of utteranée ﬁlready inherent in yq/b/.
This preposltion 1s from the same root as the Letin pro,
Germen fur, vor, English fro (forward), fore (forefront).
It does not primarily convey the idea of foretelling (utter-
ance of prediction) but rather, inthis connection, means 'to
speal forth', 'to utter outt.

The ebimology of this ﬁrord, then, points to a prophebt
as one who proclaims the word of anobher - proclaims (utters))

a revelation.

Thayer : Pe ObL

Tingell d Heath : A Greel English Lexicon 1871, p. 1750

Robertson add Davis: A New Short Grammar of the Greek New
Tegtament 1933, p. 2060,
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ITs CLASSICAL GREEK CONCEPT

The noun irfow/’tyf is used with at least three meanings
in Clesslcal Greek. The firat class 1s most closely allied
with the New Testement usage., Thus Zuripides (who was born
about 480 B.C. andlived in the most triumphant period of
Athenlan history) uses ”fﬂf#’tw‘ in his traggedies as the term
for one who speaks for a god and interprets his will to men,
In Rhesus (c. 450) ~ probably his egrliest tragedy - v. 972
spealzs of Orpheus as the prophet of Bacclms, who knew the
truth. In orestes (hOB) Ve 36, frfayy'ryf has the same mean=
ing. Iere Glaucus 1is the prgphet of Ilereus, who revealed
to lenelaus the truth that 'his brother Agémemnon was dead,
The clear significance of these references pertains to men
speaking for {’Tfﬂ:-f"Y/‘ ") a god who had a knowledge not ordi-
narily possessed by wmen,

Plato uses frfo-{a/?yj‘ as equivalent to "moutbplece." In
the Republie, Book II, 366 B., the prophots are the sons of
gods = 1.e.,, being in;contact with the gods, they know the
truth and can reveal it. Aeachylus in the "Rumerniides, "

Ve 19; sta‘l;es the casé still more emphaticelly. The prophets
not only originated from gods, but were themselves gods. Tie
first prophet was /Al (Eé.r’ch). The fourth in succession is
the Delphlec Apollo whom Zeus set upon the prophetic throne.
s three predecessors were not called ﬂ]'v?‘l/’i"if but ffj’w""-/4“’ i
T¢}” (the first seers)., Aeschylus ("Eumenides ") names the
Delphic Apollo with the phras»e,om‘f nyfy'ryf' Jrczs Avjtﬁ/’ m:zfa}‘
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(the spolkiesman of Rather Zeus is Apollo)., But he also uses
Ir(ﬂ;"/zyj' to refer to a spoaker of the lantes, ré/delu kf’éllﬁf
COV uivTikdy m:lnro;ue’rm 4';"'/“/' rrfof/uf d o, /415'260!0/46./,
(Age 1098) ™Mie have heard of your fame to be able to inter-
pret the will of God, but we are not looking for prophet.”
It seoms clear that the rrypyg,,ﬂ/j’ is important because

of the one Tor whom he speaks, His own speech is not what

entltles him %o the nomen I?"fm{y/Z?f. This §s clearly illuse

trated by the second class of usages, Ve see this very

clearly in "muripides," who uses nrfaw/zyf to mean "to be a

spoaker.” In the "Bacchanals" Teiresias the prophet is old.

and W ind, so Cadmus 1is his-rlfoyy'tyj’- apeaker (’&ru\: rfo—
7’4/,1:«/]’ coL /la'/uu:/ }/a.w/w/u-tl ) "I will become a spesker of
your word." Apparently the prophetic mossege gives Cadnus
his title.

The usage of rrjafylf*f/‘ as one who gpeaks for one who
is not a god is further 1llustrated by theprophets in the
houge of Parls who were only speake:;s fr this house, In
Aeschyliis ("Agamemnon® ,OB) we read, rolla o Yezevov
rod’ tVsmovEef dopuv wfoyyr«t - "The prophets of tle houses
bewail many things, seying thussses"

The third class is those who make themselves spoakers,
A better exsmple than the one of Paris! house is in Pinder
in the fregment 150, Careful study of this passage makes .
this clear that this prophet is .5911‘ appointed ( /uu):.s;;ga
Motes, mpogazeviw d ”g/—w/ « "0 Muse, deliver your oracle;l I

will interpret it."

A
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The poet here asks the Muse (not a God) for the privi-
ledge of being her speaker, her prophet. He was not chosen
to be one, but he tries on his own account to become a
prophet, or rather, & speaker for the Muse, Fhe next sectim
which deals with the 0ld Testament background of irfoyylzy /’
will show how alien this self seeking is to the Biblical
prophet, ’

Priefly summarlzed Classical Greek lnows various oro-
phets, Some of them were considered-as being ableo to .
foretell the fubture, and were therefore held in high esteem.,

They were gods or the sons of gods. Others had obtained
a better position in their household by being the speaker
of the house, The third party - as in Pindar - was the

self-gppointed provhet,
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III. OLD TESTAMENT CONCEPT

The overwhelning majority of the cases of the word
in the llew Testament are either quotdd from the 0ld Testa-
ment,, or name one of the (ld Testament prophets. I have
not yet analyzed the meaning of such prophets. All ﬁhe
prophets of the old covenant mentloned in the liew Testa-
ment writings were men chosen by God to be Iis speakers -
Nta2

In every account of a prophet's call whick we possess,
the initiative 1s with God. In Exodus L, 10 -~ 16, we find
lloges striving vo escape the hard task to which Jjehovah
is calling him, Hls {irst excuse is that. he 1s nol skilled
in public speaking, and so 1s not fitted to be an ambassador
to Pharech, Jehovah assures him. that He will go with him.
"I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalk
sey." lioses i1s still unwilling, so Jehovah relieves him
of the responsibility of speech and tells him that Aaron
his brother shall speak for him.  "And thou shalt speak
unto him and put words in Ris mouth: end I will be with

thy mouth and with his mouth and teach you what ye shall
say. And he shall be thy *21J « spokemen = 'prophet! -

unto the people; and he shall be thee instead of a mouth
and thou shall be to him instead of God,"

The conception of prophet here is that the prophet ;s
GodTa"nouth,"” Only God is able % ocall prophets., Aaron,
who 1s a prophet to loses, sees iin him God, as 1t were;
he is to him "nstead of God." MNore clearly we see 1t in
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Exodus 7, 1l=2: Jehovah said to loses, "See I havc made thee
a8 God to Pharaoh; and Asron thy brother shall be thy pro-
phots Thou shalt apesk all that I command thee.® In the
light of' these and similar statements (Jeremieh 1, 93
Deuts 18, 18), it 1s quite clear that the prophet was .
looked upon as one who declared the wiil of Jehovgh in
Johovah's stead to the people.

The geniune pzvc;pizet seens very reluctant to become
a prophet at all, and discharges the function only under
protest and through g divine inward compulsion. Tot only
is this true of Hoses, but also of Jeremiah and othsrs.
The same kind of compulsion is intended when a propheb,
receiving the prophetic message, says: "The hend of Jeho-
vah was upon me" (I Kings, 18, L46), or "come upon me," or
"fell upon" such and such menet And obthers like: "the
apirit of God came upon," or "rested," or "Spake by," or
"fell upon the prophet._"a

The divine initiative is further 1llustrated when we
£ind that a prophet may have to wait for Jehovah's answer
to & question, as Jevemish walted for ten days (Jer. L2, 7).
From this passage we see that the proph ets were not always
inspired, end at the time when they did not provhesy they
were ordinary men. Only the descent of the "hand of
Jehoveh" or the "Spirit of Jehovah" upon a man or group
of men makes them prophets. The Spirit of Je‘hovah:, as I

mentioned, is often called the cause of a prophecy, &3 1n

T IT Tinas, 3, 167 Bzeks 1, 35 3, U3 8y 1o
2. minbéggailf'zg)f._; oli, 23 Isaleh h.,g, f65°61, 1; Joel 2, B3
. Ezek. 2, 23 11’ 50




II Samuel, 23, 2, "The Splirit of Jehovah spake by me.® To
dofine this spirit I wlll quote Isaieh 63, 10-113 "They
rebelled and grieved hls Holy Spirit. vhere is he that pub

his Toly Spirilt in the midst of them?" The Spirit here is

pergonifiled. It is talked of as g person who is sent out
by CGod and acta. Job says: "A spirit passed before my
face,™ (Job !}, 15)s It is somebody who is independent anl
at the same time sent out by Jehoveh, By was of defini-
tlon we might say that "this Spirit who inspires the prophets
iz presented to us as a unlque being_-, having personal chars
acteristics, at once identlcal with ,nd different from Jeho-
vah, " :

God uses prophets as hls earthly representatives, Through
their mouth He spesks and to them He reveals Iils plans and
tells them what to doiy JAmon 3, 7 "Surely the Lord God will
do nothing but He revealeth His counsel unto His servants,
tho prophets.” Willingly or unwillingly they are His
servents, end they trust Hime. Daniel was able To pccom-
plish ‘that his God be worshipped and feared throughout
Darius! empire because he "trusted in his God" = Dan 6, 25. -

God on the other hand did not forsake His prophets.
They folt His presence, The best example for that is the
prophetic experience of Jeremiszhs In chapter 15 and 20
he expresses the most intimate consclouaness of the divine
presence which we can find in the Old Testament.

One more important aspect of the prophet's function
consists in the "liberation" of a word of God; which 18

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CCZCORDIA SEMINAS
. QT. LOUIS. MO.
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Objectively powoerful far beyond the personal range of the
prophet's activity. Once spoken and current, lls word is,
as we might say, dep’ersonalized, and enters upon its own
independent history, God Himself takes care of the further
development and fulfillment of the spoken word, Naturally
the word of a prophet as_‘ 8. "man of God"™ has peculliar power
beyond that of othér men, because it is described as the
word "which shall not return to Him void" - Isaish 55, 1le
A humber of comparisons d@scribe the objective power of
such a divine utterance. It is a déstroying fire, before
which the people are but as fuel (Jer. 5, 153 Hos. 6, 5).
"It is a hammer that breaks the rock in pileces, ' - Jer 23,
29, In its permenence 1t is contrasted with the withering
grass and tho fading flower (Jer. 15, 19). The word of a
prophet is in fact something more than only a sald word,
It is an act which cannot be undone. It enters the arena
of history and 1t will be fulfilled.

I hgve slready mentioned that the prophets were ordi-
nary men vhen they v}ere not prophesyings They were con=-
sciously and contimuousgly walting to be called by Jehovah
for new orders, for.the Spirit of God, IHosea 9, 7, uses
the term "man of the Spirit" as an equivalent to "prophet."
Ezekiel fraquently speaks of the Spirit as entering into
him, Amos, Isaigh and Jeremlah use different terms. Amom T
Up £.3 8; 1, simply says of his eall "Jehovsh took me," and
of hix visions "Jehoveh made me see." Isalgh describes the
compulsive power of which he was conscious as "the hand of

Jehoveh® (Is. 8, 11). Jeremish says "the word of Jehoveh
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came to me” -~ 1, lp. o was "God's mouth" as Jehovsh said
of him, - 15, 19, He and the others were not responsible
for the words they were uttering. Because of that we might
rightly describe the reveletion of the law and th e prophets
as the word of God spoken through His chosen men.

Because the Hew Testement frequently refers to these
prophetas we shall deal with the New Testament evaluation
of then in the section inmediately followlng. Our Ilew
Testamentstudy especidclly of Matthew will emphasi%'e of
vhat greabtimportance the predictions of future events 1is
in the concept of prophet. Any student cam multiply ex-

amplea of this phenomenon from the 0ld Testament prophets.
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IVe TIE NEW TESTAMENT CONCEPT

Ao REFERENCES TO THE OLD TESTANENT PROPHETS

i

A we have seen, the tem ;Tfmff//ﬂ]/ did no% @riginate
in the llew Testament. It was a known expression in Clas-
sical Greek. lNaturally, the meaning of n'fafy/f7/' iz not

elways the same in the New Testament as in (Cla ssical-
Greek, Ilowever, we shall find some similaritys Before
the flnal concluaion about the conceptof this word can
be reached we must check systematically every pccurence
in the ¥ew Testament. Indeed, this is the most importent
part of our study.

In Matthew 1, 22, wo reyds Ju tov ”fof?""r"through
the prophet." The preposition /id shows that the prophe
et was the means by which the occurrencd was announced.

The prophet is the organ, the mediator of God's plan. God
Himself 1s the source and cause, Whose plans ére expressed
ot zo0 rryoy-y/rav‘ . It meens that God gave to the prophet
g‘ahe cormand gnd the words which he proclaimed. The prophet
- receilved the words spoken by the Lord 70 3’7‘98‘1/ o Klfj"l—, ov ,
It was not a chance or a uman plan, but it came e xuploy
"Prom God." did is the anti'bhesis to V7o and denotes, as

we sald, the orgen, whereass 'WTO denotes the source and
anthor of the prophecys. Matthew'!s use of prophecy pProw
supposes that the divine plan aﬁsted before it was
revealed through the prophet. Accordingly the prophet



hag nothing to do with the originating of the plan, but his
reason is employed only in transmitting the already existing
plan,

The 7 is here the purpose partlcle with the meaning
“in order to." It pubs the occurrence into the final stage.
It started in the 0ld Testament, but here 1t anded.dlw. nJ,ngﬂ\'
shows that something would occur or is occurring which was
promised in the past. The "fulfilling" indicates a pronm-
i1se which was made in the past. Perhaps it is not noces-
sary to stress this, but to me 1t is of great importance,
because in thils case we can investligate when and through
whom God revealed Iiis plan. The prophecy quoted here was
made by Isaiah (7, l})s For our purposes it is not nec-
essary to discuss the contents of the prophecy made by
Isalah, but we rmust stress the line of connection between
the 014 Testament prophecies and the Hew Testament fulfill-
ment. I shall deal with this more fully leter.

As we sald, "fulfilling" points to a past promlse
which in this case has occurred, We may complete this 1ovro
0 dov ),;’ yoves with Sao toF xvylov "oy God." God was wiob
only the author of the prophecy which He revealed through
the mouth of Isaish, but He 1s as well the executor. Iie
Himself tekes care of the fulfillment of His plans,

Matthew 2, St oz‘r’w/'JII }éfgznzu d'l zo7 mpegyzov .
"It was written by the prophet." Jid indicates "agency.”
The .prophet was not the absolute; independent revealer,
but he was only the agent of God and acted only as such.



- page 12 =«

The Scribes loplced upon the word of a prophet as a certalnn
source of factual Informagtion.

In I.-rati:hew 2, 15, we have the same sentence and struc-
ture as in 1, 22, God is the author and executor of His
plan, as revealed by the prophet, The ive mdypwdy pefers
to the flight of Jesus lnto Bgypt and His stay there in
order that the prophecy of Hosea 11, 1, might be fulfilled,
Matthew emphasizes God's fulfillment of His prediction by
relating, that tho angél of the Lord caused Joseph to flee
to Egypte It 18 God Himself who fulfills that which He
reveals through His propheta,

liatthew 2, 233
"in order that what wasspoken through the prophets might

be fulfilled." We are confrontedhere with a new cone
struction. The ‘é'fwj’ with the subjunctive rd 1(-019.‘7 means
that, according to Godt!'s purpose, the prophecy was brought
to pass or was proved by Christts settling in Nazareth.l
The vglidity of the prophet's méasage is clea:ély connqot-
ed with God!s future action in hlstory. Robertaon® thinks
that the omvj clause has the same meaning as thel¥u clause
in 1, 22, MNatthew probably had Isaish 11, 1, Jeremlah 23,
%, end Zecharish 3, 8, and 6, 12, in mind, end did not
give the collective quotation as he assumed that this
prophecy was lknown, Accordingly, the ﬁi\ phrase is the
sgme as in Mabthew 1, 22« The prophets were the mouthe
pleces of God and were revealing God's plans. '

T. Theyer: HeTe Greek Dictionary, P. 1450,

2, Robertsonz HeTe Gramar, P.
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Katthew 3, 3@ V9 Wc-ulov' rov Jrrafa/c ¢J fghrough Isalsh
the prophet." Isalah is the mouthpiece of God who re-
¥ealed God's own plan (Isaleh L0, 3). uatthew gives here
hig own explanation, or, better, heo makes his own remalr
about the appeasrance of John the Baptist: "for this is he
that was spoken of by the prophet Isalah."™ The ]«'%‘ merely
shows that John the Baptist took the near coming of the
Kingdom of Heaven as the cause of his preaching of repente
ance, John was the crying volce about whom Isalah prophe-
sieds The ezl s Ve 3, is historical present, and his
eppearance 18 a proof that the Kingdom of Hegven is near
(abthew i, Up)e The meaning end structure of this pas-
spze ls the same es lHatthew 1, 22. Isalan 8, 23, and 9,
12, are quoted, -

Matbthew 5, 12: "For tims they persecuted tho prophets
before you." Christ speaks about the prophets of the 0Old
Tesbament, Through this parallel Christ shows a comnnection
or equelity bebtween the Old Testamentprophets and His apose
tles; The z:m\:f ms wmwy proves this statement, Jesus
tells iis diseiples that the 0ld Testementpprophets are
their predecessors in profession. Ovrw [ indicates 1it
clearly enough. It means “eodem modo" ~= "in the same
ways" It is a characteristic of a prdphet that he has to
suffer persecution for being a worker for his God and
proclalming M end His plans -~ for belng a Prmhﬁ“"-

Hatbhew By 173 Dre G400 ketl0us vy vguer'y woV (" afoF Z a

"thet I came to abrogate the law or.the prophets. " Christ
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divides the 01ld Testament into two parts: s el - n9iA
is one, and oL IpoysqreL — DSs}ssng is the other, D Véaa/’

ls the Pentatouch, and ol rpoyyras , all the other 0ld
Testament writings. According to Straclc,l this dis-
tinction was not lmowm in the old Jewish literabure.

But it prevells in the New Testament. According to him,
it would be difficult to arrive at the conclusion that
such distinctlon was known at Jesus! time. Whether we
agree with him or not, Jesus distinguishes betyeen these .
two parts. It 1s the only place in t:he_; New Testament
where a disjunctive particle 1? is used in speaking of
the law and prophets. The 3;' is never used in the meaning
of a conjunctive k<l « The 47 is always used as a dis-
Junctive particle, "to distingulsh one thing from another
in words of the same construction."® Christ did not come
to destroy the one opr the other part of the Cld Testament,
iie des not look upon the prophets as if they were only
complebing and finishing the ebhical side of the law. To
Him both are important. The mention of prophets with the
law shows that He meant the 0ld Testaement as a whole, the
entire revelstion. The fulfillment (ndyporr Iw‘{/’ Ff*’;’ﬁ"f )
exists in asccomplisiment of all that which the prophets
heve revealed about th_e future of the Eingdom of God,

# {llypsear 18 to £inish, fulfill, acoomplish; that is, a
complete reallization of all which till now was only a promis

and prophesy,"> In that regerd, Christ has fulfilled the

YT STk T P, Blllerbeck: Kommentar zum NeT., 1922, P. 240;
T, Zahn: Evangeliun dea Matthaus,1903, P« 207.

2, Wiener: Grammar, Ps 113 £,3

" Theyer: Dictionary, Pe 275.
3 (‘a‘ta.t"é“.r P, Keil: Gommf.ent;r uber das Evangelium des Hattha.us.ﬁ %%Z?,
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law and prophets; that is, the whole 0ld Testament.
In labthew 7, 12, Matthew spesks sbout "o viwo, wed
ol mfoyyril it ugpg lew and the prophets." The particle
Kl has a conjunctive meaning. It is used in the same
way in Hatthew 11, 13, and 22, J0; Iuke 16, 16; Jomn 1,
4535 Acts 13, 15, and 2l, 40; and Romans 3, 21. The
i1s never used as a disjunetive particle like in 5, 17,

1 ¥e have to take

but alweys as a conjunctive particle,
1t as such, and, theve & vewe™ kil o Mfepyzit gro viewed
gs a unit. There 18 no possibility of division between
them, The cue 1s as imporbtant and divine as the other,
Strack-Blllerbeck maintains that oses received the Tora
from Godts mouth or hands, and that the prophets had only
g glft of the spirit of prophecy, and thererfore that the
Tors is more lmportant than the rest of the Sceriptures,?
This explanatlon from the lidrash ia vague, because, as
we lmow; the books of the prophets were not only the re-
sult of the gift of the spirit, but God Himself spoke to
the prophets and that He Himself ordered them to reveal
Hls will and plans. The prophets were mouthpleces of
God in the seme way that Moses was. Ti® conjuncilve ¥¥t
molkes no dlstinctlons between the two. It puts both on
the same level of divine revelation. See our treatment
of prophet in the 0ld Testament, This passage is one of
those in which "prophets" rmust meen the literary product

T+ Straok and Hillerbeck? Pe 2ils -
2 Theyer: N.T. Dictlonary, Pe 315s
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of the prophets. This usage indicates a strong emphasis
on the message rather than on the man, as 11, 133 26, 563
John 6, L5, .

latthew 8, 17. "That it might be fulfilled which was
spolfen through Isaish the prophet." Once more the Srw f'
with the subjunctive means that according %o Godts pur-
pose the prophecy was proved by the New Testament event
prédicted in the 0ld Testament propheides. Jesus, by Ils
work of healing, fulfilled the prophecy which wes recorded
regarding Him as the Messish, Isaleh 53, L, is quoted,
and so it 1s proved $hat the content of his prophecy was
given him by God. God at that time book care of His own
Plan and fulfilled it. MNatthew records only that Isalahts
provhecy was ca;‘ried oub, |

Matthew 11, 13: "The prophets and the law." latthew
is here not speaking about the person of the prophets but
about the Booksuof the Prophets; together with the Law,
the Pentgteuch, - in other words, sbout the entire Old
Testeament. See liabthew 7, 124

Matthew 12, 17: "In order that it might be fulfilled

. what was spoken through Iseiah the prophet." As to the

glgnificance of (/‘N.\ iy compare Mat, Lz 22, -Isaleh Lo, 1,
is guoted Iie_re.‘ The Evangelist sees the fulfillment of the
words of the proprhet in Jesua'! appearance.

Matthew 12, 39¢ "but the sign of Jonsh the prophet."
Jesus here stresses thgt He will give them no sign other
then His death and burisl. The ssme sign of Joneh was to

be repeated.
T. K. Tdersheim: The ILife and Times of Jesus the I&easiah% Vs EI,.




- page 17 -

lMatthew 13, 17: "that many prophets and righteous men
desire to see." The prophets who had the order fram God
by which they were made speakers of Ms word were not able
to see Jesus, in spite of their longing that He might come
at thelr time, (I Pets 1, 10 £f.)s We find the same idea
in Iuke 10, 2. Instead of "righteous," Iuke has "kings."
The disciples were far from appreciating at its full value
the fact of Ils appearance, and the privilege of being His
disciples and His agents. The prophets who prophesied His
coming longed in valn for the fulfillment of the great
Messianic promises. In Mebt. 10, Ll, and 23, 29, the proph=
ets and righteous of the 0ld Testament are spoken of in

the same way as here,

Matthew 13, 35: "that it might be fulfilled which -
was'ispoken by the prophet.! For "that it might be mlfiiled, o
see lat. 2, 23. The quotaﬁion.is-from Ps. 78, 2, - a Psalm
by Aseph to fhom Matthew gives the name prophets He con=-
sidered him one who had the Spirit of God and spoke in
parables.

Metthew 13, 57¢ "A prophet is not without honor, save
in his own country." Mark 6, L, uses the same words as
Yatthew raécorded. A prophet here ls a man vho 1s filled
by the Spirit of God and who by His authority pleads for
the cause of God, In our psssage the prophet 1s not eble
' to work besause the cirvoumstances under which he has
grown up are sgelnst him. Everybody sees in him an ordi-
nary man and therefore they cammot belleve that God has
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choson him for Iis ovm purposes We find the same meaning,
though not in an exact quotation, in ITmle L, 2li, and
John lp, llie '

latthew 22, LO:

"In these two commandments the
wnole law hangs and the prophets." Here once more the
law and prophets are put together., It means the whole
0ld Testement. The Kj’e//u.t t<l ghows the whole importance
of these two commandments, Around them everythings is
built upe They are the absolute necessibty :‘!_n the 0Old
Testamente

lMabthew 23: 29, 30, 3L. The "p:thphets" in this
Passage aré the prophets of the 01ld Téstamenﬁ. As to
thelr fate we reed that they were murdered., The Jews
could not stend the messengers of God and therefore
their death was violent. .

Watthew 23, 37« Witk broken heart Jesus 1ls grieving
about Jerusalem. Jerusalem is here spoken of gs a nation.
It wes end ls sinning heavily - y 4MOKELYOV bR ""\’f ”f"V’/{""‘/'
fghou that killest the prophets.” The present participle
does not indicate the past but also the present and constant
k1lling.t Jesus has surely in mind the fate of John the
Baptist. Nobt only the prophets of the paét are Poken of,

T A IIE Meyer: Handbush uber das Evang. des Habtthaus, P. 372
‘G;rlg?. Kei'.l: gmentar uber dap Evang. des Habe, ’P. 1534
Re C. He Lenskit: The Intexpretation of St Watthew!s Gospd. ,

bub of the present as wells Very probably Jesus had His

Pe 921,
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own fate in mind. Wes, the fate of the prophets was to be
murdered - as In 23, 29 - 31. Rom. 11, 3.

vatthew 2lp, 15t "spoken of by Daniel, the provhet”
Jesus refers o Daniel 12, 11, and 9, 27« The dtlas in
Hat., 2, 5, shows thet Daniel as a prophet spoke not of his
ovn accord. Jesus acknowledges and points thié prophecy
out, assuring that it will be fulfilled., The abomination
of desoletlion with the effedt of complete destruction would
appear., e gives advice on how to behave in this emergency
prophesied by Danlel. Christ foretells the grave situa-
tion whigh would unevoidably occur. |

Matthew 26, 561 [evre J¢ dlov 7&}#::/ vu /7/7_{:0:955‘&1/ .uf/:(;-
7"'}’ zwr PloyT@V  upng this all was done in order that
the Seriptures of the prophets should be fulfilled.”
lowre 6dov  tmis whole thing has oceurred for one reason
and for one reason alone - that the Seripture be fulfilled.
Tov mpoyyrws is here genitive subjective - "written by the
prophets.” See 7, 12. The prophets have puﬁ down the
plans of God for the fubure, Now God is co.rrfring out His
Prophesied plans, Jesus is thus voluntarily putting Him-
gelf into His captor's hands. It had to-be 2 rr/u-v-93ﬂt/
P }-J"‘f‘d 27 ”f"f‘]‘t‘:"/' b

Yatthew 27y 9 "ﬁheﬁ was fulfilled what was spoken
through Jeremiah, the prophet, saying." Netthew indicates
the fulfillment of a prophesys Ie 3"]‘95‘4’ die stresses once
_more the character of the prophet, that God spoke through
him, that he only revealed the word whieh was glven to him
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N /
by God, A 23 /ﬂj'y“""‘f couses here some difficulties, because
not Joeremlah but Zecharlsh 11: 12, 13, records this proph-
ecy. Some interpreters see in it a slip of memory by Hetthew,

which could egsily have been ceused by Jeremish 18, D

Bub
this view destroys the infallibility of the Seriptures. The
possible explanation, according to LiE’,hthO‘b,z is that
"one of the older ways of dividing the Sc-riptures‘ was to
begin with the law and to cell this part 'The Lawe.'! Next,
the soction commencing with the Psalms was called 'The Psalms!
although 1t conbained other writings, The third part began
with Jeremiah and inciuded the other prophets, and yet the
whole was called !Jeremish!,"3 A

lark 1, 2: Mg 1% haé been written in Isailah, the
prophet.” liark starts his Gospel with an 0ld Testament
quotation. /}'};uﬂdt the perfect tense "it has been writ-
ten" connctes that what has been written still stands. Is. LO,
3, is quoted. In verse l. we have ’5/{;/sra the prophecy made
by Isalah wgs fulfilled.

In Iuke 1, 68, we hear-Zecharias praising God, and in
1, 70, he says: " N4OW[ Fidlycer Jib criuirer vy Yprwy 2w’
;i&)'/wf rpoyy Loy .u‘}ra;: " _ ®"ag he spake by the mouth of his
holy prophets, which have been since the world began." 'God
spoke Jul Grv’wtrfj' "ghrough the mouth" of his proPheté.
men whom le has cﬁoaen' to be His mouthpleces, The 12774

°J-)-*' wV - Moly" is to be Laken as gn adjective. The é&pithet

I Z Wiin, ieyer, P. LST.
2. Lensky, P, 1082.
3« Ibid.
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"holy" characterizes the prophets as organs, not of a human
and consequently profane world, but of a divine revelation.
"iloliness" is the distinctive fegture of all that emanates
from Cod, 34/; aftb'”j’ i1s not to be understood absolutely, as
if' there were prophets from the creation of the world - ab
orbe condito -, but relatively since the time when the
first prophets started to preach.

In Inmke 1, 76, Zachariams speaks about John the Baptist:
Kad or Je, mudion, rotyryl Syicrev wiydyry
"But thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the High-
esb.." ”j&fy,ryf J'qm'rrozr puts John in the choir of those
prophets about whom he speaks in 1, 70.

e have given ample proof of the submission of the
prophets to God. This passage emphaisgzes thilis in two wggs.
The posseslve genetive makes the ‘prophet a gervant, The
term "the Highest" shows the supremacy of God when cOme
pared with prophet.

Inke 3, 1t "As 1t has been written in a book or words
of Isaiah; the prophet." The perfect }5}[4” 4L '"hag been
written" always implies that, once written, the words stand
to this day., Luke alone has the phrase "in a book of words."
Only here and in Acts 7, L2, in the New Testament we have
the phrase "book" for the writbten down prophecies. Isalah
410, 3-5, is quoted from his entire "lrnook-."ﬂ‘?”j"'ﬂmﬂ-dL heve
properly be translated "saying."

Tuke lj, 17: "A roll of the prophet Isaiah,” In the
synagogue Jesus was handdd and read from the roll of the
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prophet Isaloh. The prophesies were read in the synagogue
a8 the sacred words of God, because the prophets were
acknowledged as God's men, |

In Iuke L, 2l, Josus says "amen, I say to you, that
- no prophet is acceptable in his native place.” We have
this expression in Hat. 13, 57, and k. 6, L. The prophe
et cannot find acknowledgement of his exceptionsl charac-
ter among people whe hé.Ve for long lived vd.'bi‘x him on terms
of familiarity.

In Iuke li, 27, Jesus proves that the same thing hap-
pened to the prophet Elisha. He was not able to heal
any of the lepers in Israel, He belonged to his native
land, VYet, his miraculous power wgs shown oﬁ o pagan lepm
er of heathen Syria, Jesus tells here that prophet was
given the power by God to perform miraclés.

Inke 6, 23: "For in like mamner, did thelr fathers
unto their prophets." The context of this verse shows,
that Jesus wanta His disciples to know that, as His ad-
herents, they will have to suffer, Thelr sufferings will
be a contimuation of the sufferings of the prophets of
Jehovah., By their very sufferings, they will be ralsed
to the rank of the old prophetg _ti J.\:}Z'-L\ - "n 'bhg same
manner” - they will be treabdd.

' Tuke 7; 16: YA great prophet rose up among us, "
Chvist 1s called here a "grest prophet," and as such 'a.
rose gmong us." Great pgophet means a& prophet of the

first rank such as Elijah. Christ is called 80 on account
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of the miracles which He performed., Though He 1s called
"a great prophet," He is not as yet recognizes as the
Wessiah,

Luke 7, 39: "IL he wore a prophet, he would lmow
this." The Pherisee speaks his doubts about Jesus being
a prophet. Iie expected that a prophet would have e super-
natural knowledge about who people were. A sinful woman
Was serving Iim and touching Him, so the Pharises con-
cluded that Christ was not g prophet.

In Iuke 9, 8, Jesus is spoken of as Elijah who ap-
peared and by others ps one of the old prophets who had
now risen, ' Jesus was to some Elijah, who appeared once
more. We have °£¢/de17 becguse Elijah never died - "nam
Hias non erat mortuus. "1 Obhers thought of Him as en
"old prophet," a prophet from the 01d Testoment, with=
out identifying Him. The people of Herod!s court évi-_-
dently belleved in the possi‘ble bodily reéurrection of
prophets. |

In Imke 11, L7, Jesus speaks %o the Pharisees, "fou
bultd the tombs of the propheta, and ycmf fathers killed
them," Through this building, which reminds the Fhari-
sees of the killing of vrophets, they give their consent

to the shameful deeds of thelr fartherq.- Godet goes
st111l farther in saying "Your fathers killed; you bury;

therefore ye continue thelr works n2

In 11, 50, Christ refers to the prophets of the 0ld
Tostament whose blood was shed "from the foundation of

I, Bengel: F. 2.
2: Goggt: A c‘:onma}:ntary on the Gospel of St Luke, P. 3314..




. = page 2l =

the world." As to % Kevspodg KPpuov  goe Tuke 1, 68,

In Iuke 13, 28, Jesus speaks sbout the 0ld Testa-
ment prophets: "And all the prophets in the Kingdom of
God." The prophets will be in heaven at the day of judge-
ment.

Tuke 13, 33. Jesus says, ot ok ’wd‘a;sru rrfay,,’,-.,,/
200MéE Sus *8f0 Tygoveudylie | "Fop 1% cannot be that a
prophet porisgh out of Jerusalem." Christ considers Hinm-
self a prophetand as such He rmst perish in Jerusalem.

The emphasis is not on the will of Jesus, but on the plan
of God, The (ef in this verse 1s the important word,
Jesus sbabtes that He will go to Jerusalem because that is
Godls will, As a prophet He shows His obedience to the
plans of God, Jerusalem will once more have the privli-
lege of murdering a prophet, but according to God's
plan - "that the blood of all prophets may be requirec'i
from this generation." (Iuke 11, 50).

In Iuke 13, 3, Jesus speaks of prophets who perish-
ed in Jerusalem. This verse is still part of the dis-
courge in verse 33.

Iuke 16, 163 O vouer Wl of nfoyyret pepge lwarvor
"the law snd the prophets were till John," Jesus here
makes an important statement about the old covenant. The
"law and the prophets™ as a source of God's revealed
plans belong togebher and we are told here that 1% réache
ed hunkd1" John, hat is, John still belonged to
1t. He is the last one of the old wovenant prophets and
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in conjunction with Iuke 7, 28, 1t 1s clear that the old
covenant closed with John, After John, Jesus the prophet
began the era of the new covenant.

Luke 16: 19, 3l. "They have Moses and the propheta.® To
have loses and the prophets is to have the 0ld Testanent
word which was the word of God. This word 1s the alle
suf'flcient means of selvation, The effectiveness of the
words is stressed.

In Luke 18, 31, Jesus made the prophecy about His
death, He says: "Lo, we are going up to Jerusalem, and
all the things that have been written through the proph-
ets for the Son of Man shall be accomplished." With
uhrg:/wzaw -future passive - Iuke denotes passive
abandorment to suffering more foreibly than the active
future used by Matthew end lerk, The time has arrived
. for the fulflillment of vhatithe prophet in the 0ld Testa-
ment had foretold as to the passion of the Hessliah. The
Preposition o"a} ‘eXpresses instrmnentalii;y end denotes
that the prophets did not produge in their own minds the
message they proclaimed, Ged was the author,

Iuke 2ly; 253 "Jesus, a stranger to two of his dis-
ciples, rebukes them for lack of understanding, and for
hesitancy in aceepting all the words of the peophets.
"A11l the words," refers to everything the prophets had
written down. Not only a partof it, because they have
prophesied FAis suffering and death and not only His power

and majesty as a Messiah.
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Luke 2li, 27. Jesus explained the Seriptures: J.S'}.z/.wvj
d.’w Mwuww) NAL Lno wiviwv TSV TPo¢4r oV "Begin-
ning from loses and from all the prophets.," MNoses and
the prophets are the 0ld Testament seriptures. In explaln-
ing them, Jesus surely pointed to all the prophecies cone
cerning Ilm in both of them. IHe began with the historical
books, and as Iie finlshed He explained the prophets. IHe
surely explalned all~7ivzwy -of the prophets. The second

2o indicates and shows that the explanation begen anew with
every prophet.

Luke 2ly, L), Jesus says "that it is necessary that
there be fulfilled all the things that have been written
in the law of ljoses and the Prophets and Psalms concerning
me." The importance of Ji¢ has to be stressed. It shows
thet all the prophesies and the divine scriptures have to
be fulfilled. It shows farther that these prophesies were
in the Scriptures and that God had decreed the passion and
resurrection of Christ. He implies that these things for
the greeter part now have been fulfilled. Jesus divides
the Scriptures into three parts: the law ﬁjifl. the proph-
ets O'N], and haglographa b";m;. The threefold divi-
sion of ti‘le 0ld Testament seriptures was knowm to tl_ze
Jews.! It is the only place in the New Testament where
the threefold division of the 0ld Testament is made,

John 1, 25. The delegation from Jerusalem discon-

timies the mode of gquestioning found in 1, 21, and they

T, T, K. WAIh: Meyer: Handbuch uber das EBvang, lerius &581;311:&3,
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began to press upon John the Baptist by asking him why he
baptizes if he 1s not o ir.jvy*/”f\?f “that prophet." For
D myvy ’//Z’Z]' see chapter 1, 21,

In John 1, 45, Philip said to Nathanael, "We have
found Him of whom MNoses in the law and the prophets has
written, Jesus." Every believing Jew had passionately a-
walted the day of His appearance. MNMoses and the law both
contained prophesies :of the coming Redeemer., Here both are
looked upon as being the reveasled word of God, The ’GIH“I"’ >4
Nwvesrr-- pad of nfoyyril points to how much the Old Testa-
ment contains sbout Christ. Chris.t 1s the sum and substance
of the 01d Testament; to Him pointed the ealeiest promises
(Gen. L9, 10).

John G, 5. Jesus says to the Jews: "It has been write

‘ten in the prophets."” IHe points out to the Jews that the
prophets, whom they considered as divine messengers and as
men whom they could trust, were in agree;nent. with Him, The
quotation is from Isalsh S, 13. Through the plural "o roph=
ots," Jesus seems to indlcate that He meant the prophetlc
Seriptures and not only Isalsh 5l, 13, because we find the
same thought in Jeremish 31, 33, ff., and Joel 3, 1, ff.

In John 7; 52, the pharisees give Hikodemus the answer,
"Search and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee."

The present tense —3}«51}5241— "ariges," indicates a general
proposition that at no time Galilee can furnish a prophet.
God would never choose His man from Galilee. "It seems
almost ineredible that these Pharisees did not lknow that
Jonah hailed from Galilee (II Xings 1}, 25) and that most



- page 20 -

likely also lalum and Hosea came from thaet country, 'l

In John 8: 52, 53, the Jews are telling Jesus that
Abrehem and the other prophets died, Tioy meant the
physicel death of the prophets and misunderstood Jesus
who spoke about the eternal death. They considered Jesus
as not equal to Abrgham and not greater than the other -
brophetd.

Acts 2, 16, "But this is that which was spoken by
the prophet Joels"{o e"-yq)-e&’t/w’ - the perfect tense al-
ways has its owm strong present connotation. Once spoken:
(often "Lt has been written") the thing stands, because
the prophet speaking (Joel 3: 1-5) 1g the orgen Jil of
God, Ioter here 1s saylng that the propheey, Joel 3, 15,
has now entered upon its gecomplishment and what the hear- -
ers have seen is the fulfillment of that provhecy.

Acts 2, 30, Peter speaks about David "as being a
provhet.... He made utterance concerning the resurrection
of Chéist." David foretold. the, resurrection of Curist be-
ceuse he was a nropheb and in that capacity he knew- kel
EEJB)’ about it, becamse God "swore 1t to him" = gre OpRy
u’:'/«we/ .u'rzg o 9”\ [.- Peter has here a very strong argument
for the reliability of David as a prophets. God not only
spoke gnd revealed His will to him, but he swore it. He
swore it in order that no doubt whatsoever should arise
about the resurrection of Christ.

Acts 3, 18: "Horeover, what things God amounced In
advance through all the prophets mouth, that Ils thrist
I, Tensk¥: interpretation of St John's Gospel, Ps 591.
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should suffer, Ie did thus fulfill." God Himself foretold
His plen through %) the mouth of His prophets. The proph-
ets were only Iis mouthpileces, through whom Cod Himself
was speaking. The events which Weré announced a long time
ago came now to an end. God tdok care of the fulfillment
of Ils proohecles - so He was not only the author but aléo
the executor, 4 |

Acts 3, 21: "Of which God spoke through the mouth of
His holy prophets, since the world begen." The prophets
are men of God through whom Ho spoke, "Since the world
began" must be talten relatively as in ILuke 1, 63,

Acts 3: 23, 33. lloses sald, "A prophet will the Lord
God ralse up Jor you," Hoses the mediator - prophet, the .
mediator of the old covenant on Sinal revealed God's plan
that God will "ralse up" a prophet like himself, The Of
’*/ﬂ/ points strongly towgrds the character of the fubture
prophet. e shall be like INoses - it means he shall be a
mediator of a covenant, naturally a new one. Yes, lndeed,
the future prophet will be a mighty one, because "every
soul which shall not hear that prophet shall be completely
destroyed," God gives through the mouth of Ioses a serious
warning to all who should disregard His promised prophet =
Hesslgh,

ﬁob only Moses prophesied the coming of Messish, but
all other prophets following Samuel (Acts 3, 1ly), who opens
the series of prophets in the stricter sense, "ammounced
these days™; Ll.e.; the days on which iessieh (that prophet)

will come.



Acts 3, 35. "You yourselves are tho sons of the
prophets and of the covenant," The viwl twv rfogyrw,”
denotes thelr close connection with the prophets. The
prophecles were meant for them., They ought to have great
regpect for the words which God revealed to them "through'

Iis holy men. The prophets are therefore thelr spirite
.ual fathers, because through them they were mad@ children
of the covenant = ik 191/«7 -« in which God bound Himself to
bless 21l generations.

Acts T, 37. "A prophet will God raise up for you
.from your brethern, like me." loses is quoted he;'e as tho
one who sald these words (Deﬁt. 18, 15)s It is a very
strong prophecy about the future lMessiah, For af/' V*’ 4
gee Acts 3, 224

Acts 7, L8, HLJ%J]’ o ”jﬂfyf’//-/"/""‘ "as the proph-
ot says." A prophecy from Iseish 66, 1, 1s quoted. The
prophet he:e‘e represents the 0ld Testament which revealed
the word of God.

Acts 7, 52. Mihich of the prophets dld your fathers

not persecute?" The Israelites perascuted evgryone of the

prophets through whom the Holy Spirit spolkte to them. The

prophets of the 0ld Teatament are meant here. It is the

8ame chgrge made here which Jasus made in Iuke 11, L7

Acts 8: 28, 30. "and he read the prophet Isaish."

We can state only here that the rolls of prophets were

read not only in s synagogue, but by individuals elsewhere

elso, The Ethiopian could not understend the passage,
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Isaiah 53, 7, and especlally about whom the prc;phet spoke,
Phillp had to explain the prophecy to him,

Acts 10, !13. "About this one gll the prophets bear
witness." All the prophets (as in 3, 23) revesled the
same thing about Jesus, that in Him believers have re=-
mission of sins, 7ov Zw points very strongly to Jesus,.

The lMesslgh was the object of all prophecies. God used
the prophets especlally for revealing and preparing the
people for that prophet who will come,

Aets 13, 15. "And after the reading of the law and
the prophets," By law and prophet the 0ld Testament 1s
meant. Parts of then were resd on the Sabbath in the syna-
gogue and were explained.

Aets 13, QO.C’EWI' £.¢/wu7’/{ n’g’*"/f“" "antil Samel the
prophet." Samel as such belongs to the judges who govern-
ed Hsracl. The ‘‘w) states that at the seame time he was a
prophet (I Same 3, 20).

Acts 13, 27. "They knew IHim not, nor the voices of
the prophets which are read every Sebbath." Tovzor 2)#01/5‘4/1:&/’
not having lmown Him meens Jesus as the self-cvident subject
noY kil Ty POl TV nfoqyrwv - the volces of the prophets
who spoke about hims "The voices of the prophets' revealed

the coming Hessiah,
/
Aots 13, L0, Ev toff Mef¥FAYT  %In the prophets.”

The book of prophets in the 0ld Testament is meant here as
in Imke 2, Lli, and John 6, L4S. Habaluk 1, g, is quoteds
Acts 15; 15: "And to this agree the words of the
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prophets." Prom ofAeyor TSV moyyrdY . though plurel - .
James singles out a passage in gonformity with which the
agreement taltes place; nemely Amos 93 11, 12, By all the
prophets of the 0ld Testement are meant.

Acts 2, 1L, Paul declares befox'e‘ Felix in his own
defense: '"Believing all things which are according to the
law, and which are (wrltten) in the prophets." The prophe
ets to him are God'!'s men through whom God spoke and every-
thing they revealed 1s true, because it came from God,

Acts 26, 22, Paul declares: "I set forth nothing
else, than what the prophets and Moses did say should come."
"Prophets and Moses" « the entire 0ld Testament foretells
what will happen and Paul believes it, because they were
the men through whom God revealed His holy plauns. Lvery-
body should believe what the prophets revealed, FPaul is
hoping that Agrippa belleves the prophets, Paul takes it
for granted as Agrippa was educated as a Jew and therefore
that he ought to recognize the propheta as the men who were
mouthpigces and organs of God. ;

Acts 28;, 23, "persuading them concerning Jesus from
both the law of Moses end the prophets." Paul is in Rome
and speaking to the Jews of that world cepital, His main
idea is to explain to them thab both the law of loses and
the prophets spoke about Jesus, the Messlahb, Wno came here
%o esteblish the Kingdom of God.

Acts 28, 35. "Well spake the Holy Spirit through

Isaigh the prophet unto your fathers.” Isglah was a
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prophet "through" Sl whom the Holy Spirit 0 7 VE:'; ek
Upov el dyo v - spoke, Paul quotes Isalah 6; 9 f4, and
stresses that a prophet is a man through whom God spoke to
the people in the past,

Romens 1, 2. "Which he has promised beforehand by
his prophots in the Holy Scr;lptures," The pronoun «UIoy
THia" prophets denotes the close relation which unites a
prophet with God, whose instrument he is. The ppithet
(-'lf’f"- 4/ "holy" « shows the divine origin of the Scriptures.
Holiness 1s the seal of thelr divine origin.

Romaens 3, 21, "Being witnessed by the law and tle
prochets," The Mosale law and the prophets were speaking
all tho time about the dir<iofury Seov , Paul will stress
the 0ld Testement revelation concerningg Christ and salva-
tion which we find in iim.

I Thessolonians 2, 15, "And they killed the Lord Jesus
and the prophets.” The Jews in their blindness killed Jesus
KL tox‘r_r rr;vfy’z‘.(j’ "and the prophets.” The prophets are
mentioned after Jesus, but Paul here surely hes the proph=
ets of the Old Testament in mind. He spegks of the behavior
of the Jews in the past, and so he first speaks of the hor-
rible orime - the killing of Jesus, ( = ¥7oK reeviviwy -
part. aorist) and then he spesis about the history or the
Jews, They were not better then those who Icilled the proph=
ets, |

Ngod at the old time spale unto the
The

Hebrews 1, le
< £ .-
fathers by the prophets.” o }Eﬂ‘f A4dye4["= God spakes
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prophets were not speaking to the fathors, but Cod was.
The prophets wore only God's mouthpieces through whom He
spoke., They were the prinéiple channels through waich
the word of God was commnicated.,.

llebrews 11, 32. "And the prophets" The suthor of
the Hebrews-Ipistle neans here e group of the 0ld Testament
prophets,

Jemes 5,10, "And an example of the suffering, take,
brethren, the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord",
This is the only passage in which James mentions “the proph-
ets." They were servants of God., James makes 1t very clear
what ho means with "prophet." They were the men o0& 2A<dyr<v
v Tw ’aua/fmztt xvr;’ov - "gho gpoke in the name of God.,"
James uses A41¢Z7 gnd not llf:/vttl/ + They only meke utterance,
they did not spegk their own words, but the word of God.

God used them as His mouthpleces. Lr »rgu«zt means not that
they were Iis representatives by their own will, but God
hed authorized them, They had His authority to speaks

: I Peter 1, 10. "About which salvation the prophets
sought and searched, who prophecied about this grace, con-
cerning you." ' By rrfwf;z-u Peter understands the 0ld Testa=
ment prophets. waryrufurrcf explains that they were
chosen by God to reveal His plans_ concerning salvation.

II Peter 2, 16, "A dumb ass, by speaking in Inman
voice, hindered the prdphet 's madness." Peter gpeaks hore
about the Old Testemont Balaem, who in spite of the fact
that God spokc bo him, and forbade him to go to King Balaly
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went on (iumbers 22, 7, £f,). ¥@Hls beast spoke with human
voice gnd hindered his comlng to BDalak, The prophet, though
he was o servant of God, was disobedient to Him. The prophe
ets, being human creatures, were not perfoct.

II Peter 3, 2, "To remember the words spoken in:advance
by the holy prophets," Peter means here the prophets of the
Old Testament and calls them "holy," As "holy" men of God,
the prophets always spoke the truth,.

Reve 10, 7 MAccording to the good tidings which he
declared to his servants the prophets," By the propiots
e can only mean the 0ld Testament prophets.

Rev. 10, 10, "Because those two prophets tormented
them thet dwell upon the earth,® Tho meaning of prophet
in our passage is rather difficult of explanation, In con=
nection with vorse 3; I assume that our prorhets are the
same as the two witnesses. There are dlfferent views as
to whet historic personalities these two prophets signify,

Rev. 16, 6. "For the blood of salnts snd prophets have
they poured out." The aubthor has here in mind all prophets
of the 0ld and New Testament whose blood "they poured oub . s

Rev. 18: 20, 2lj, ™rhe saints and the prophets and the
apostles." The prophets are the men of God, all of them
vho were killed on this earth.

Rev. 22, 6. "The Lord God of the holy propiets.” This
signifies the Lord from Whom 1s the prophecy of both cove-

nents. _
These three (last treated) passages from Revelation stress
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the Hew Testement's constant assumption of the identiby
of 1ts prophetic gift with that of the 0ld Testament in
essential characteristics, The single use of the temm
rrfafylz?f to denote both groups collectively is one of the
most forceful linguistlc proofs of the primltive Church's

faith in this matter.



- page 37 -
SUMMARY

The constant use of the word "prophet" as equivalent
to sections of the 0ld Testament indicates clearly the
current opinion of the reliability of the 0ld Teatament.
The iew Testament use of the term in this way indicates
that the llew Teatament guthors did not divorce Christian-
1ty from the 0ld Testament, To the contrary, they regarded
the written prophecles as essentially linked with the es-
sence and life of the kingdom of God as they spread it.
(Acts 2, 1) _

This is farther emphasized by the Hew Testament use
of the prepositions w70 and Jid and the gconjunction o §
These prepositions express the strong convictions of the
llew Testament writers thet the prophetlic word was God's
wvord, The propkets were essentially organs for the ti'ans-
migsion of s Word and the events of their era had to
oceur as the actualization of the prophetic word. (See
agein Matt., 1, 22, - Pe s ‘

This emphsasls upon the intimate relgtionship of tle
01d Testsment prophets with the New' Testament church is
vividly illustrated by the passage in Hebrew 11: 37, 30.
Here the constant sufferings of the p;-ophe'bs are menw
tioned as examples of faith, (faith being ulicthe very
center of the New Testament ).

Peter emphasizes this high estimate of the prophets
in IT Peter 1, 21. He terms them extraordinary messengers
of God and asserts that the Holy Ghost urged them to spesk
and gave them a messafie. 'Prophecy came not in the old
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time by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke gas
they were moved by the HOly Ghost"

The modern tendency to depreclate the prophetic
element of the 0ld Testament 1s clearly at varlance with
the spirit of the primitive Christianity. In Iuke 2, 25,
Christ reproves Iis disciples for their lack of falth in
the prophets. NModerm tendencies encourage such a lack of
faith. In Acts 16, 6, the spostle Paul speaks of tio
promise made to the fathers as promlsed by God. He there-
by commects the prophet with the New Testament in highést
possible way - through the one God.

In I Peter 1, 12, the Hessianle rovelation is con-
transted with the persongl, rational inquiry of the prophe
ots: These rust be taken as a repudlation of any bellef
which ascribes revelation to the prophetts own minds. 39
emphatic are these facts, that it 1s safe to say that a
true understanding of the life of the early circh cannot
be reslized without an appreciation of the fact that it
viewed the prophets with Qs much respect as the pious Jews

of the 0ld Testament.

l
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B. JOHN THE BAPPIST

It is interesting that the concept of prophet in the
Hew Testament does not confine 1tself to_ retrospects The
prophets of the 0ld Testament - particularly Elljeh -
find a kindred splrit in Jobn the Baptist, John forms
the great personal link between the two covenants, It is
only fitting that we mhould now turn our attention to those
passages which deal with John the Baptist as a prop'nét.

tletbthew 11, 9. "/hat are you lcoking for, a prophet?
Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet," John the
Beptist was considered by meny as a proplet; that is, a
rnan sent by God to proclaim Iiis message and reveal His
future plaens. They thought of him as one of the line of
0ld Testament prophets, Carist Himself throws a light
upon John as a prophet by saying, "and more than a prophe
" et." "iore" gould be teken as a magculine or as a neuter.
Both would be right. But the aﬂsolu‘be. fmore" is never
used in the New Testement as magculine, and therefore ve
have to take it as neuter. The neuter interogative pro=-
noun, 7/ , supports this view, The Vulgate translates it
"plus quam prophetam. 1l

 In verse 10, Jesus explains why John is more than a

prophet by quoting Malachi 3, 1: "Behold, I send my mes=
senger before thy face; which shall prepare the way before
thee," John ismore than a prophet insofar as ho 1s sent

by God to open the hearts of men to the coming Messighe

I Tuigate: Habthew 11, e
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80 ';f'ohn hed a peculiar position, Fe stood on the verge of
the 0ld and New covenant. He was the ring in the chain by
which both circlez of the religlous life were linked to-
gethor,

ilatthew 1l, 5, "because they regarded him as a prophe
et." Jolm the Baptist 1s spoken of here, The people re-
garded John as a man sent by God to be His special épbkesman,
and one who was proclalming the future ovents vinich God had
commanded him to reveal. He was considered a prophet in
the strict 0ld Testament meaning,

liatthew 21, 20, "all regerded John as a prophet."
efs latthew 1, 5.

Mark 8, 28, The meaning of rfofy/t‘/f is the same as
6, 153 Matthew 16, 1l; and Iuke 9, 19,

Mark 11, 32, &fov vov lwivny Svzer Srv mred Y549/ ¥z
"They held that John was really a provhet." The structure
is a Latinism.,! The people believed John was a prophet.
"That ?V is not to be teken as a pluperfect (against Blass
& 57, 6, note that %CELV would not be proper becsuse John
was no longer alive),"?

Iuke 7, 26, Jesus speaks about John the Baptists He
is not only a prophet, but is more than a prophet. He was
prophesied to be the forerumner of the Messish, This is
probebly the sgme event as recorded in Mgbtthew 113 9, 10.

Iuke 20, 6. Tho people were convinced that John the
Baptist was a proplet. From the context we can see that
Jesus Himself conceded him to be such and that in a certaln

1. Tlass & 70 page 236

2+ Dy J. Wohlenberg: Das Ev. des Markus, P. 307.
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sense'™is authority really depended on the acknowledgement
of John." 3 '

-John 1: 21, 23, A delegation from Jerusalem asked
John the Duptist © mreyyrys €L ov kil wenpldy- o,

"Art thou that prophet and he answered'no'!." It seems very
Improbable that John could entirely deny that he was a proph-
et. Jesus Himself spealks gbout him in Matthew 11, 9, that
he was more than a prophets All the confusion about this
passage will vanish when we consider the article o #fe¢¥r7)”
- that prophet, not a prophet, The question as such can be
understood only in the connection with Deut., 18, 15. 1In
this passage the future Messiah 1s revealed ss a prophet.
This was the prophet whom the delegation had in mind, after
John denied being Elijsh. John had to deny flatly and with-
out hesitation that he was that prophets That prophet is
Christ. John was only his forerunner, as he describes him=
self: "I am the volice that crieth in the wllderness." Ile
quotes a prom ecy by Isaiah 40, 3, which wgs known to the
priests and Levites, mnd which they should have recognized

as a prophecy concerning the Messiah., Because of what John
said, he indicated that the prophecy in Isalah 40, 3, was
fulfilled in him.

In John 1; 25, the delegation from Jerusalem discon=
timies the mode of questioning found in John 1, 21, They
begin to be criticsl toward John the Baptist by asicing him
why he baptizes if he is not o ”J"’YY,T v/ that prophets For

2 ”jt’yrlﬁj’ ef, John 1, 21,



SUMUA RY

"There was a man sent from God, whose name was John "
(John 1, 2). John the Baptist was sent by God as His
representative and mouthplece. His authority in proph-
esying was from God, ‘

Joim the Daptist is the prophet who stands bc_:tween
Fho 0ld and the ilew Testament prophets. He started proph-
'I'g'f""“"ésyirzg in the wildernesa ond '"had his reiment of camels
hair and a leather girdle aéout his loins" Natte 3, Le
This is a striking similarity between John's mode of life
and that of Elijeh, About Elijsh, we read in II Kings 1, 8,
"IHe wgs an ftn}; ul u{/‘ (Septungiut) = hairy man end girt
with a girdle of leather about his loins."ﬂ.cm;/ refers
here not to his person, but to his clothing. Otherwise
some other c¢clothing would be mentioned gnd not only the
leather girdle around his loins, That probably was the
reagson why the Pharisees took him for Elijeh. Not only
the people and the Pharisees, but also J"esus speaks about
him in Matte 11, 1l. "This is Elijah which was for %o
come" (; /u’/bl«u/ ’;fg{(srﬂu— ), This verse in comnection
with Iuke 1;_ 17, "And he shall go before Him in the spirit
and power ol Elijgh,...,.to make a people ready for the
Lord," leads us to the conclusion that Christ ‘thix;ks of
John the Baptist as His forerunner, Christ was the liessish
before whom God promised to send a messenger. Hal, 9 1.

John 1s referred to as the greatest of the propie ta in
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the Old Testament (Luke 7, 28; Matthew 11, 11), Iis '5
greatness was 1n this, that he was the one about whom it ,mm
was prophesled that he would be the forerunner of Christ,

As such heo was sent out by God to be His prophet.

We note Christ's assertlon that although Jéhn' the
Baptlst was the greatest of the prophets under the 01d
Testament, he was less than the least of the- nembers of
the kingdom of God. These words of Jesus have reference
to John's not living to see the fulfillment of the Old
Testament propheslies in Christ's death and resurrection,
and to his not possessing the ﬁrivilegea whiich belong to
the members of the lew Testament church. |

A prominent characteristic of the prophet John was
that he began to prophedy in the wilderness, Iie avoided
men but spoke %0 those who sought him out. The prophot
of repentance led the same 1life as the penitants them=
selves should lead. Iis prophecy was concentrated around
foretelling the nearness of the lMessish. "He that cometh
after me....was before me" = John 13 15, 27, He knew that
he was that prophet who was to foretell the impending ad=-
vent of the Messlah, He declares' the delty of Christ who
is coming aftor him, but was before him, Ie considers

himself not worthy to unloose the latchet of Hls shoes,
John 1, 27. The main differentiation between John the
Baptist and the 0ld Testament prophets consists in the
nistorical proximity of the promised Messiah, When Christ

began His worlk, the lmportance of John wgned. John hinself
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C. JESUS THE PROPHET “ 'HHHI

Jesus is g prophet in a unique sense. In this chapter
we shall deal with all the passages vwhere He is spoken of
as & prophet.

Hatthew 106, li. Jesus asked His disciples, "Who do men
say that the Son of MNan is?" They considered Him to be
elther John the Baptist, or Eli jeh, or Jeremiah. This means
they saw in Him one of the important prophets of the 0ld
Testanent who reappeared. If not that, He was said to be
"one of the prophets," a man who has God's authority.

- liatthew 21, 11, “This is Jesus, the prophet of liaza-
reth of Galilee." These words aclmowledge Jesus as g speclid
messenger of God, sent to proclalm divine revelations.

John 6, 1, is important., There the people, seeing the
mirecle which Jesus performed, declared: "This is truly that
prophet that should come into the world." Jesus fulfilled
expectations and ideas which the people had about the Messid,
e 1s called the prophet that should come © epforivo/”
"he that cometh"; i.e., "is about to come according t0 pro=
phetic promise and universal expaqi:’ation. the comirng one."t

In Matthew 21, 46 - "The; people regarded Jesus as a
prophet." The people generally speaking recognized and con=
sidered Him as such, seeing His zeal for the cause of God
and Eis urging of the salvation of men.

In Hark 6-; 15, Jesus 1s spoken of as a prophet, "Othors
sald that He is Blijeh, end others said that He is a prophet

I Thayer: P 251
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as one of the prophets," B.ls, an ordi.mry, cormon. prophet,
one of the category of prophets and not necessarily the
greatest one - Elijsh, According to the opinion of the
people, there were categories of prophets, dJesus to some
of them was the most Important and the best knowny that 1is
Ell jeh, because of what He said and because of all the
miracles which He performed, Some others put Hm in the
cabtegory of ordinary 0ld Testement prophets withoubt any dlse
tinotion., Even as such He 1s considered as semt by God, .
and working asocording %o His commands,

In Iuke 9;. 19, Jesus asked His disciples whom th e pedple
considered Him to bes The gnswer is that some considered
Hm as John, others as Hlljsh, and stlll others as one of
the 614 prophets., The same expression xa.us'od gbout Him in
Iuke 9, 8; Matthew 16, 173 and Maxic 8, 28, where the same
event is recorded, ;

In Luke 9;— 8; Jesus is spoken of by some as Elljsh
who sppeared and by others as one of the old prophets who
had now risen, Jesus was to same Hlijah, who appeared once
more, We have lf-t""/ beosuse HKiijsh never died « nam Ellas
non erat mortuus, Others thought of Him as an old prophet
without identifying Him,

Inke 11, 49, records the words of Jesus in comnnectian
with Tuke 11, L7, Al zovro RS 4 Mfu TF ke u-fm/ Luorzed J
Eir avrovy npepyry K rorsid 2v)" fhevefore also said the widdos

of God "I will send them spostles end PWPM“&
“Thorerom” In ecmmection with Iuke 11, 4T, beaause they
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were consenting with thelr deeds to the killing of prophets.
"The wisdome of God" will send out more prophets and they
will be killed by them also. The words attributed to the
wlsdom of God are not a quotation from the 0ld Testement,

nor from a lost book of the Bible.® It does not seem to

be o reference to Christ Himself. It points to the divine
coungels, to God's plans.2 According to God!s plans, prophe
ets would be sent out. A distinetion between prophets and
epostles is clearly stated. BApostles aere not simply the

new prophets,

Luke 21, 19, Two of Jesus! disciples in gliving an ex-
planation refer to Jesus as Him "who proved to be = 3{1’1’57—"’ -
a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people." In spite of the disappointments they had because
their messianic hope was not fulfilled, Cleapas said -5_/’
‘;’;’y;za ~'"who proved t0 be a prophet." Jesus was a prophet
Wivziov cov JeoF  "before the face of God." This means
that Jesus had been aware of the eye of God resting on Him,
He was so remarkable that people = A<Z/” = Israel = had
notlced that, and had recognized Him as a prophst.

John 1, Lli. As Mabt. 8, 575 Mke Ly L3 Iuke L, 2l

In John 6, 1, the people who were miraculously fed
by Christ discovered and gcknowledged in Christ a mgn sent
by God and sald "This one is truly the prophet that is comlmg
into the world." Christ is to them 2 r§oy¥Zy” (ofs John X,
21). The people expected that prophet to have the God-given

I TH. A, WIIH, Meyer: P. Lal. '
2+ Dr Arndt: St Iuke (mimeographed notes )s P. 68.
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power to perform miracles. By what they saw, they recognizel
imediately that Chrlist was thet prophet whom they were ex-
pectings

John 7, i0« The people were Impressed by the words oB
Jesus and some supposed Him to be a%w’r"ntu/ 24 9 9«71— & .me -
'f'/’lfyf- "¢his is truly the prophet." As to tl® o n_rvfy’tyf
of 1, 21.

In John 9, 17, the pharisees asked e blind man who weas
healed by Jesus what he thought about his heasler, The answer
was prompt = nfogyzyr 2TiV - He is a prophet.”  Under
prophet he understood a divine messenger. This healed man
concluded from the miracle which happened to him that only
a prophet, a men sent by God, who was furnished with super-
natural power was able to perform this miracle, This experi-
ence (similar to John li, 19) was the cause of pronouncing
Jesus a prophet., There is no other explanation of fthab

because from verse 12 we conclude that this healed man had

neveyr seen Jesus.
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SUIMARY

The maeny lew Teatament references to the popular opinim
that Jesus was a prophet certainly indicate that this was
one of the great impressions His life left with the people
of Hls day. Hig behavior gnd speech apparently must have
been such that they conformed to the current definition of
a prophet, John O, 1y, attributes this opinion to the mira-
cleswhich Christ performed. The estimate of the Baptist
at the beginning of Chrilst's ministry nust have strengh-
ened this opinion (Johm 3, 3l), Indeed John 6, Ui, records
an opinion that Jesus was the prophet, who was to come into
the world, This 1s evidently a reference to the great prozh-
ot mentioned in Deut, 18, 18.

In I Peter 1, 11, we are told that the Spirit of Christ
gave rovelatlion to the prophets. After the incarnatlon
this mediate ectivity of Christ became irmediates The Im=
portance of this irmediate revelation 1s spoken of in John
33 31, 32: "ie that cometh :t'rom above is above all; he that
is of tho earth ig earthly and speaketh of the earth. He
that cometh from heaven is above all. And what he has seen
and heard, that he testifieth and no man recelveth his testi-
mony." Josus gave the same estimate of His work in John 8,
28,

In the whole 25th chapter of Hatthew Jesus foretells
the end of the world, However, Iis chief message was Him=
selfs Thus many of His predictions deal with #His cruci-
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fixion. John 3, Ui, He taught that faith in Himself was
the basic need of life, John 6: 35, L7,

Since Iis ascenslon, Christspropks tic work has ggain
become mediate., The lfew Testament prophets derive their
ability from the working of the glorified Christ. Bph. l,

1l. "And He gave some anostles and some prophets and some

evangelists and some pastors and teachers." Christ is the

great prophet and all other prophets are his instruments.
Throagh His prophets God revealed His plan concerning the
future. Heb, 1, 1 "God intime past spake unto the fathers
through the prophets,” They were His worthy servagnts, but
He used His only co-equal Son, as the direct medium of re-

vealing the gospel.



- page 51 -

De NEW TESTAMENT PROPHETS

The references to the Naw Testament prophets are few,
but are interesting because they do not often enter the
nind of one in gormection with the concept of prophet.

Hatthew 10, L1 "He that receiveth a prophet in the name
of a prophet shall recelve a prophet'!s rewerd." In this
passage, Christ is not referring to the 0ld Testament proph-
ets. The d‘e/;_f/’uwyj‘ present pgrticiple camot refer to the
Old Testament prophets, as veriows cormentators explain itl]‘
Christ cannot be speaking about the 0ld Testement prophets
here because Ille, the Prophet and Messish, wgs alroady walk
ing and worliing on this earth. As I sald, the present
participle V:.‘,(ﬂ:uit/ﬂ/’ points too strongly agesinst the idea
that Christis speaking of the 0ld Teétament prople ts. This
is strongly supported by the :Ldenticai form (/‘E,Ytaj‘””f' in
verse 1.0, referring to Christ's audience. Even if' the pas-
sage would stand isolated, the gramatical comtrgction speaks
against its referring to the 0ld Testameﬁt éroz:htts.- Matther
23; 3l;, supports strongly and sufficiently my conclusion.
Christ says here 1Jon ’5[“\' Lroez{ifw "J"‘f'_ ‘}‘/""‘\f ﬁf”i'yiz‘f’
"Behold, I send unto you prophets." I send, _ ’
present tense. Christ is sending out prophets. Agabus, in
| Acts 21, 10; is an exammple, (Christ shows here that He is
God and was making use of His divine attributes in sending

out prophets. These prophe ts would have authority from

T GarT T ReIT: Comentar ueber das Ev. des Matbts, 1877, P 26l .

T, Olghausen: Biblischer Commentar, 1847, P.-NBS
Hein. Auge Wilh, Meyer: Commentar ueber das H.

‘.

. -Ours
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Tes 18441, P. 21 f£.
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Christ %o preach and pronounce the Kingdom of Heaven, where '”mmm
Christ is religning, sitbting at the right hand of His Father, =
Acts 11, 27, "Now in these days there came dowvn from
Jerusalem prople ts to Antioch," In thesg days: & z-zr’-rur A3
i ‘fj“i(f“f means here in the days when Paul and fernabas
were in Antioch, Barnabas and Paul were there in L3, They
stayed there for one year (Acts 11, 26) and during this
time 1t is in lj)i Luke says that prophets arrived from Jerue
salem, ’75"’{"7“1—'“ were inspired men who dellivered their
message on the basis of a received revelation. Thelr work-
ing was entirely analogous to that of the O;Ld Testament
prophets .t Agabus was one of them (Acts 11, 28)., Though
his propvhecy was of smaller importance than that of the 0ld
Testament prophets as far as its contents are concernmed,
He had the quelification as a prophet from God, Prediction
of future evenbts is the maln characteristic of propheciles
Agebus made. Agabus had the revelation given him by God,
and he was predicting a femine which would occur in Jeru-
selem. Aggbus, the prophet, was predicting the famine Cj’:"i-\
LoV ryéudry)” through the Spirit. This characterizes
him es a prophet who foretold what the Spirit revealed to
him. According to Jesephus, the famine in Jerusalem occur=
red in )6, which was two years after the prophecy was mpde
by Agabus,

Acts 13, 1. "There wore in Antioch with the exlsting
Prophets are the men in the

church prophets and teachers."

apostolic church about whom we Ymow that they received the
I, H. A. W, Heyer: Handbook to the Acts of the Apostles, 183,

Pe 223,
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Jours

Holy Splrit for the pronouncement of divine messages. lote

LUV A’x/imr/vrw 74«.56 Ca in 10, }_Lé’ and 2, Ll-- The M’M”"
names of the prophets are not given, but i1t may be that some 7
of the five names given were those of prophets and some

those of teachers. Through one of the prophets the Holy

Spirlt spoke in verse 2 and ennounced to the church the

utterance revealed to him by the Spirit, So it 1s charact-

eristic of the prophets that the Spirit speaks through them:

verse 2 éirey Id mvezms Lo, 'i}.a,m/- 1yopirere Jg uor

The Spirit is the deciding factor here., The imperative <¥/2-

§ioaze "separate me" shows that the Spirit gave the direction

and demended whatought to be done, The mrophet did not aet

on his own but he was only used as the medlator by the Holy

Spirit. It seems that the prophets were not localized at

Jerusalen only., In Acts 11, 27, Agabus, a prophet, came

to Antioch from Jerusalem. Here he is not mentioned at all,

go the prophets mentioned now in the Antioch congregation

were the local prophets, who were members of this corgrega=-

tion,

Acts 15, 32, "And Judas and Silas, being themselves
also prophots, comforted the brethren." Judas and Silas
were representatives sent from Jerusalem to Antioch: In
Antioch they proved their prom etidal ability in comforting
rapeniAeo v il Ja;i—m/ rodloy « As prophets, they had.
the ability grentod them by the Holy Spirit, to comford
the dlstressed Gentile Uhristisns, They strengthened them
in thelr faith that they had salvation in Christ outside
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of tha Law.

Acts 21, 10. "A certain prophet, .named Agabus, ceme
dom from Judea." Agabus is surely the ssme prophetas in
11, 28. As he came, ho took the girdle of Paul, bound
his own feet and hands, ond said: "Thus seith the Holy
Spirit, So ghell the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man bthat
ovneth this girdle," He stresses that ze'p(s /is'fuz to
nvevuud T 4peoV he does not spesk his own opinion, bub that
of the Spirit of whom Agabus 1s only organ,

I Corinthlens 12: 28«29, UAnd God did aet some in
the church, first apostles, seconderily prophéts._thirdlx

teachers.” Paul speaks here about the prophets whom God
gave to the congregation inhis time. They were sent by
God. Cod gave them p mandete to be men who, having re-
ceived the Holy Spilrit, were to be His speakers. IHe nen=
tiones them toghether with gpostles, but different 8
betweon them, as well as between teachers, These New

Testament prophets recelved special messages from God

which they had to deliver to the church. They rmust not
be confused with seerchers who sought the Word contained
in the Holy Seriptures. _

T Corinthiens 1, 29i "And let prophets speak, two
or three, and let the others discerﬁ,“ When prophets are
together, a few of them shall spesk, and the others shall
Judge e Kf2 VETw Ay whether they really were prophets
and. whether the Holy Spirit spoke through then. Ther had

%o prove that they were prople ts.

ff
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I Corinthians 1, 32, "And the spirits of the prophets
are subject to the prophets," The prophets are not mere
instruments of thelr splirits, but the prophets are their
own masters and they spesk when they desire to do so, The
spirit here is not the Holy Spirit, but the genitive is
possessive and indicates that Paul is speaking of the soul
or rational faculty which receives divine revelationg.

I Corinthians 1, 37, "If anyone thinks he 18 e proph-
ets" If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet; means that
he judges for himself whether he received the Holy Spirit
of provhecy or nots IL he had, he would have to acknowl-
edgo that vhat Peul wrote is of God: Paul shows here hig
gpostolic anthority and at the same time he stresses that
the prophets are directly subject to the Lord. They are
s speakors.

Iphesians 25 20, "Having been bullt on the foundation
of the gpostles and prophets," The proplets here mentioned
are thoso of the new dispensations Thet is evident from
the position of this term¢ Flrst apostles; then prople ta;
are mentioned, as in I Cors 12, 28, The prophets are the
foundation of the building in which Christ is the corner=
atone. The bolievers are the edifices The cornerstone is
here distinguished from the founcations The church rests
or dlu*ist&i. and on the spostles and prophets; who as Hi8

repregentativea are edifying the bullding.

Fphesiens 3, S5« "It has now been revea].ed to His Holy

apostl es and prophets by the Spirits" Now &V V"’ li.mita

-
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the revelation to the New Testament prople tse %7 meens
by the Spirit the revelation was given to the prophets.
The apostles and prophets of the new dilspensation were
the only classes of inspired men == W/ Viv irik< d:f‘{-}y
‘sV n‘aw’,wll & The pronoun ArTOV His, in connection ‘with
apostles :.d prophets, refers to Christ, Whose messengers

they were.
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SUIMMARY

The llew Testament era of prophets did not come to an
end with Jesus, the Great Prophet. In Matthew 23, 3l|.,
Jesus says, "Behold, I send unto you prophets.” This 13‘
the Word of God, and as such must be taken at its face
value, because no.sincerc theologian can for a moment
doubt the validity of God'!'s Word.

All the prophets with whom we have dealt have spoken
to be chosen men of God, through whom God spoke. Christ
as God promised to send prophets, Thése prophets were
to be the mouthpieces through whom He would speak, During
His 1lifetime, Christ spoke about prophets as man sent by

God and through whom God spoke, Tk meaning of prophet
in HMatthew 23, 3, cannot possibly be differend. In spite
of that, theologians are inc}iﬁéd to the view that the
-pr0phets who appear after Jesus' ascension were merely
teachers or interpreters of a sﬂrstem of doctrine.

We saw that the 0ld Testement prophets recelved both
the content and form of thelr prophecy from God and the
usual expression for reception was "the hand of Jehovah
Was upon yje" or "the Spirit of God fell upon" such and such
prophet, These were tvhe clrcumstences under which propheciles
were received. It may be that some theologlans do not find
or rather do not admit such conditions in the New Testament.

But the way in which God at ti.n}es dealt with some of tle

apostles must not be fargotten. Let us first examine Acts 10,

-
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10. Here Peter says "There fell upon him UKOT +C e & ‘”"”m
And in verse 11 "He saw heaven opened" ,.and "there came |
a volce to mm" (ve 13)e¢ In Acts 11, 5, Peter says "I
saw a vision in ‘wCZL0ie M Tn pgts 223 17-18, Paul glso
speaks -of seeing as the immedlate result of :the ecstasles.
In 2 Corinthians 12, li, Paul gives a description of a
prophetic state in which he himgelf once was. IHe was come=
pPletely in the power of the Spirit. Under such conditions
God spoke to this man, From these passages we see that the
conditions in the llew Testament conéérning God's approach
towards His men are still the same as in the 0ld Testament.
Purther, we have two passages (Acts 11, 27, and 21,
10) in which the prophet Agabus is mentioned as one who
prophesied "through the Spirit." He makes it very clear
in Acts 21; 10, that not he himself, but "the Holy Spirit"
was the author of the words which he uttered. The temm
ey 79/ has the very sgme meaning as in the rest of
the llew Testament.
Wherever the term prophet occurs in comnnection with the

apos® lic church a very clear distinction is always made

between apostles, provhets, and teachers (I Cors 123 28-293

Eph. lj, 11). The concept of prophet in this part of my
work 1s in complete agreement with all other usages of this

term, A prophet 1s here not a teacher, but a chosen man
through whom God spoke,

Tt 1s self-evident that the prophetic office is no
longer found in the Christian Church. Apparently, this
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divine institution v{as provided for the difflcult days
of the Church's establisiment and growth. The disappear-
ance of the gpostollc office, often linked with the
prople tic in the ew Testament, is a similar phenomenon,
Once the written Word was e‘stablished, the personal organs
for its transmisaion were no longer needed, and passed
from the life of ‘bhe Church,

By way of final conclusion, we are glad to say that
the concept of prophet in the entire' Wew Testament 1s the i
same. A prophet 1s a chosen man of God, through /L-l\ vinom |
God speaks. Ie is the means through whom God spoke to

men -- an organ of revelatlon.
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Ee PROPHET = POET

Titus 1, 12, ought to be treated Separately, as it
is out of the scope of the meaning which we have treated
so far.

Titus 1, 12. "One of themselves a prophet of their
ovm, said..." Baul speaks here of the Cretans and quotes
Ipimenides, whom they called /27 ?/"If -« '"Prophet" Epimeni-
des was not a prophet, but only a poet. The heathen
Cretans probably called him such, and theref'ore Paul also
calls him "prophet." Paul elsewhere always confoms to
the very conservative estimate of prophecy which was cur-
rent among the pious Jews of his time. e cannot believe
that he totally reverses his.opinion here by canonising
the heathen poet. Such a view would violate all histori-
cal perspective.

Tt 1s the only passage in the New Testament where we
find that classical meaning of ﬂ'j”;//fyf which 1s equiva-
lent to poet. See classical usage by Pindar - Fragment

150,
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