Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
5-1-1947

The Race Question in the Light of the Una Sancta

Harry N. Huxhold
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_huxholdh@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation

Huxhold, Harry N., "The Race Question in the Light of the Una Sancta" (1947). Bachelor of Divinity. 209.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/209

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.















oongregation because society upholds egquality, but the
Church maintains that all Christians are united equally in
the Una Sanota. On the other hand, public opinion will de-
finitely shape the procedure on the social problem presen-
ted by the legro-white relationships.

Thus when the loocal congregation is dealing with the
problem of segregating lilegroes, the attempt to be a counter-
part of the Una Ssncta is complicated by the fact that the
congregation is at the same time dealing with a highly com-
pléx moral confliet in society.

However, the ocomplexity of the problem does not end here.
In gpite of the fact that the locesl congregation ocannot up-
hold segregations, because of its relation to the Una Sancta,
& host of arguments defending the caste system against le-
groes are hurled at the loecal congregation. The same ra-
tionalizations are used to defend the caste system as were
used to defend slavery. After the Civil War and Emancipation
the race dogma upholding slavery wae retasined to justify
the caste syert:em.a8

This unfounded race dogra was successful in stifling
Hegro genius and keeping the Hegro mess on en inferior level
of sosiety. Then the observation thet the Iegro wes infer-
ior was connected with the fact that man belongs to the bio-

logieal universe, and by e twist of logie, the incorrect de-

28. liyrdal, op. cit., I, p. 88.
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duction was made that the Hegro's inferiority is biologieal
29
in nature.

Other incorrect deductions are made from the legro's
inferior position in society which is a result of his start
in American society. A vicioue oyele is in action. Ilyrdal
states the case thus:

White prejudice and discerinination keep the le-

gro low in standards of living, health, educa-

tion, manners, and morals. This in turn gives

support to white preludice. hite prejudice and

Hegro standards thus mmtually "oause" eacsh other. 30

These prejudices and rationalizations defending the pre-
Judices which keep the Hegro inferior in society are not only
detrimental to soceciety but have no place whatsoever in the
1scal congregation. The loeal congregation must approach
the problem solely from the relation of the loesl congregation
to the Una Sancta.

However, the loesl congregation that is confronted with
a lNegro-white problem and makes every effort to mske both
Uegroes and whites conscious of its relationship to the Una
Sancta mey take comfort and courage in the faet that society
is no longer totally unaware of the weakness of arguments
against sceepting Hegores into membérship. Liyrdal observes:

It is significant that today even the white man

who defends  diserimination frequently describes

his rotives as "prejudice™ and esays that is is"ir-

rational." The popular beliefs rationalizing caste

in Ameriea are no longer intellectually respeotable.
They ean no longer, therefore, be found in current

29. Ibid., p. 99.
30. Ibid., p. 75.




. books, newspapers or public speeches. They live
8 surreptitious life in thoughts 2nd private re-
M2rks. ... Everybody who has acquired a higher
education knows that they are wrong. lMost white
reople with a 1little education also have a hunch
that they are wrong. There is today & queer
feeling ceredo iz absurdum hovering over the
whole complex of popular beliefs sustaining ra-
cigl diseririnetion. 31

On the other side of the pioture, the local congrega-
tion will do well to learn the resction of liegroes to segre-
gation end disorimination. In years past, Hegroes endured
segregation with a passive resistance, but today edueation
has spurred a growing protest among legroes. And a more vio-
lent reaction takes place among the lower class of legroes.
Bisghop Sims observes:

Race prejudice limits opportunity for Hegroes
and hence produces ignorance and moral degener-
a6y to an outstanding degree. Race prejudice
prodvces liars, thieves, and hypocrites out of
minority goups. DBut it also reacts. It produ-
ces hate on the part of the vietim. Hegroes
have learned to hate white people because they
are white. DRace preludice breeds suspicion on
the part of Hegroes. The lilegro believes very
1ittle in the white man's Christianity. This is
perticulerly true of the young FNegro who has
opportunity to observe extensively. 32

Generally, speaking, the segregated church has arotised
the indignation of the Hegro youth to the point that the
tendency of the Hegro youth to abandon the Church is gre=ater

33
than among most white youth, with the exception of the Jews.

32, DBishop Sims, Soogia tion,IX, 1,.(Jan.1l5, '43),p.42.
33 Myrdal, DP. QI E. " II ¢ DPe 553. '
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One Negro boy in Washington oonfessed that the Wegro youth
is no more concerned about the church thsn the church is a-
bout the Negro youth, which is unfortunnte becsuse he says
the church could do mush for t‘hem.34 A freshmen college
student commented that the Hegro preacher is about as use-
less a oreature as could be found, and that he stayed home
from chgreh sinoce he was no longer fornsed to go by his pa-
rents.so A son of a physician expressed his disgust at the
antics in the Hegro ehuroh.36

These are but samples of the testimonies of the Hegro
youth that demonstrete how the Church among the Negroes is
losing in numbers and genergl influence. The young Negro
population charpges’ that the segregated Hegro church tends
to be @apitalistic in it sympathies and religious only in
exhortatinns.sv

The segreg:ted church orong the Ilegroes, which is the
result of white discrimination, is losing in importance,
and there ere indicections that a new church is rising among
the Tegrnes. The mnew church is a militant ehurch, conscern-
ing itself with the problems of aooiety.ss This new ehurch,

whieh may be the "old-line Protestant church," some younger

34, TFranklin E. Fraszier, Hegro Youth at the Crossways,
p. 121.

55, Ibid., p. 128.

36. Ibid., ps 129

37. 1Ira Dei. Reid, In = Minor Key, p. 84.

38. I1bid. ' '
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3
denomination, e Catholic congregation, or a comrunity church,
is Just coming of age. INegro youth snd the Hegrb's new
church,will fece the problems of surﬁivai and progress to-
gether.sg Unfortvnetely, what the situation amoﬁnts to is
that the Hegro youth is ereating a soeigl institution

called a "churech" to snswer the needs of its own society,
because the "white church" hes diseriminated againat the
liegroe.

The situation is reglly tragis. The Christian Church
is in danger of losing many Hegro merbers, becanse msny Ne-
groes have reached the conciusion thst Christianity as the
0ld slave xnew it has failed. The tragic feature is that
church membership has been higher among Jegroes than among
whites. Five out of every twelve legroes claim membership
in some churah.4o and the remarkable feature of Negrn church
membership is that less than one ovt of every hundred of
the millions of Hegroes in the United States today who ad-
heres to a religious faith subseribes to any other faith but
the Christian creed.41

Furthermore, it is significant to note that the small
percentage of those among Hegxoes‘who are not Christians and
subseribe to another faith may be the members of some seot

or gult which hes been founded to counter-sect Christianity.

3% Ibid., pe. 86.
40. Americe's Tenth Nen, Southern Rggional Couneil

Inc., p. 2l.
41. Arthur Auff Fauset, Black God's of the Metropolis,

Pe 2.
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liyrdal writes:

In more recent times there have developed some
very minor seote whica are openly anti-white, but
since they take no overt action other than to pro-
hibit whites from sttending their services, few
whites even know of their existence. Totable among
the anti-white seots are the variouns "Islamie”
cults. They elaim to adhere to MHohammedanism in-
stead of Christienity and 1look to the brown peo-
ples of Agia Ninor and Horth Africa to ssve them
for the whiteSeecees

Another anti-white group, the Afrisean Ortho-
@ox Church, is of somewhat greater numerical im-
portanse and has branches in many cities, but it
has mellified its anti-white position somewhat
in recent years. 42

In sumnary, the loeal congregation is confronted with

a host of problems when it endeavors to rule out all se-

gregation and diserimination because 0f the congregation's
relation to the Una Sancta. The fear of losing white mem-
bers if llegroes are sdmitted to the loezl congregaticn is
but one of the many considerations which the congregation
mist weigh. The congregation must first reexamine its re-

lation to the Uns Sancta, then oconsider the feelings of its

merbers, the advisability of separate songregations, the

legitimaoy of protests of whites against Hegro membership,
the feelings of the Negroes, the dilemma of Christians who

are violsting their consciences by practicing disorimination,

and the damages resulting from a segregated churach.

Pinglly, a word of werning is sounded by Dorsha Hayes
for 211 who are fased with the task of dealing with legroes.

42, lyrdal, DOne cit., 11, Pe 862.
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The warning is espeeiaslly epplicable €0 the loerl eongre- .
gation in its contaets with the legro.

It would be & mistake to sccept the legro every

place just becanse he ig 2 member of an ill {trea-

ted race. There again the mistake would be in

thinking of raece and not individusls. 43

This warning ceontains in o nutshell the basis for pro-
per attitundes toward roce. The locel congregetion must not
react favorably or unfavorebly toward the individusl because
of race, but a2lways by the confession of that faith in Jesus

Christ, who alone is able to add unto the Church Universal.

43. Dorsha Hayes, The American Primer, p. 23.




II. THE DUTIES OF TEE LOCAL COHGREGATICH

An 211 important question which confronts the loecal
gongregation in desling with NHegroes is whether it is her
duty to care for Hegroes, gnd how much must she ocare for
them,~--There do the duties toward the legroes begin and
where do they endi?---Hence, this chapter is devoted to an
examination of the duties of the loeel congregetion.

A1) the rights and privileges with which Christ has en-
dowed the Universal Church are also vested in the locgal
songregetion, large or small, orthodox or heteredox. The
locel congregetion is a divine institution. God has in-

stituted it. Joinirng a Christisn congregetion which in-

2

sists on purity of doctrine a2nd correct Bible practice does

4

s |

net lie in the sphere of Christian liberty, and the forming
of local congfegatiocons 1s not the reocult of mere Christisn
wisdom and expedicncy.l ‘The early Christisns set the god-
ly example to be emlated for 211 tines, continuing stead-
fastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, oand in the

2
breaking of bread, and in prayers. Furthermore, the Apostle

1. DYPngelder, op. cit., p. 62, par. 32.

2. Ibid., p. 62, par. 33. Cf., also lueller, op. oit.,
P. 555. "Tp the objeaction of those who deny this point on
the ground that membership in the Church Universal is suf-
fiocient for salvstion and thet Christ has given His follow-
ers no direot command to establish or to Join local chureh-
es, 80 that local churches are free organizations, founded
by men as the praeticsl necds of believers in this world
have made therm necesssry, we reply that it is indeed God's
will gnd eppointment---

a. That 211 believers living et one plsce should es-
teblish in their midst the public ministry and make dili-

e

Prooggesammm—ny suupyy
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Paul pade common worship in the loosl congregation a di-
vine ordinance for 2ll Christiasns when he cormended thet
ell Christiaene should proveke one another unte good w rks,
not forsalking the assembling of themselves together (as
the menner of some is), and to exhort one esnother (Heb.
10: 25). Christ seys, too, that they are blessed who hear
the VWord of God and keep it (Luke 11: 28) and they that
are of God hear Cod's Worde (John 8: 47). Ee Himself in-~
stituted the Eucherist for @11 Christians with the cormend
that they shonld observe and partake of the Supper often

(I Cor. 11: 23-28), institvted the Sacrament of Eoly Baptism

bl

for 81l Christisns (Matt. £28: 19), gave to Christians the
power to forgive sing in Eis neme (Johm 20: 22, 23), ordered
Christians to rebuke the erring brother (Matt., 18: 15-18),
and cormended all Christians to preach His Gospel to ell

men {(Matt. 28: 19).

These duties, rights, and privileges of the Universal

gent use of it by heering a2nd lesrning God's Word ss it is
proclaimed by the divinely called miristers, Eph. 4: 3-6;
Aots 2: 42-47; 14: 23; 20: 28; I Cor. 12: 28; I Pet. 5: 2.
; Titus 1: 53

b. That they should together celebrate Holy Cormunion,
I Cor. 11: 26; 10: 17, end exercise the duties of Christian
fellowship 2nd love, I Cor., 11i: 33; 1: 10; Aots 6: 1-6;
Gels B: 165, 183

¢. That they should not only privately reprove an er-
ring breother, Mett. 18: 15, 16, but also as a church, or
congregation, rebuke and diseipline impenitent sinners, Hatt.
18: 10 o Stk & i wherd £ Christien Dootri

Also Edward W. A. Koehler, S of Tis octrine,
P. 221. "Sinece Christians thould establish ’Eﬁe n_ﬁnfetry ot
the Word in their midst, exercise brotherly discipline, par-
take of the Lord's Supper in testimony of the communion of
faith, every Christien will gledly become, and remain to be,
a member of a local church."” :




22

Church are likewise the possessione of the lceal songrega-
tion. Just as the Universel Church extends these privi-
leges 1o 211 men with no distinetion of persons {ists 10:
54. 35), so alse the 1loezl congregation must establish the
ministry of these rights and privileges emong all the
Christians of ite locality.

Racial minority groups are not to be exsluded from the
benefits of these rights and privileges. 7hen the Universsl
Church offers the free Word and Ssoraments to men of 211 rs-
ses, the loeal eongregation does the same. VWhere the loozl
congregation eannot afford and does not provide the establish-
ment of the ministry aﬁd its rights among racial minority
groups in its loceality, it still is under the command of
soripture to administer the Word and Sacraments to the
Chrigtians of that community. The only alternative for the
loeal congregation to establish the ministry among the
Christians of the racial minnrity groups within its midst

or logzlity is to share the ministry of the Word it posses-
3

ses with those Christianse.

3. Unfortunately, Wach, op. git., p. 210, observes:
"Eyen in the more complex cultures we see mythologiecal ex-
Flanetions used to justify dubious appropriation of cultiec
rights snd privileges by the more powerful classes.” Cf.
also, ibide, p. 213: "The community feeling in a caste-
bound society is generelly limited, "the oitizens owing mo-
ral sllegiasnce to their casts first, rather than to the com-
ranity as & whole.' Naturelly, this greatly sffects the
type and extent of religious cbservances. Regional differ-
ences, though, importsnt, are secondary to oaste affilia-
tions which determine positive and negative privileges of
cultic observance (segregation, attendance at services,
performance of rites).”

s — =t
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The loeal congregation is not unconscious of the host
of problems that the presence of a racial minority group
presents to society, but such problems are social problems
to be answered by sooiety.4 The presence of a racial minori-
ty group is not a sooial problem in the local congregation,
but forces the obligation of the local congregation of ful-
filling its duvties of establishing the ministry of the Word
and Sacraments among the Christians of its 1ooality.5

The loesl congregation is not founded for the purpose
of promoting soeial welfare, and conversely, the loczsl aon-
gregation is not & social institution that maintains social
distinotions and classes, especislly when social distincetions
and classes become a barrier to the fulfillment of the du-
ties of the local congregation. When cast, class, and race
distinction become a hindrance to the fulfillment of the du-
ties of the loeal congregation, the loecel congregation does
not tolerate such hindrance as & "sin of weakness."

The Apostle Paul labored diligently esgainst distinetion

4. The place of the looal congregation in society will
be discussed later.

5. Churches have failed in their duties and those who
have have been the objeots of violent criticisms. E. g.,
J askson lslcolm Aage, -"The Hegro and the United Lutheran
Church," The Lutheran Church Quarterly, XIII, 4, (Oct., 1940),
pe 416: "They (leaders of outstanding denominations) have
advocated and perpetuated separate synods, because they were
t00 narrow and provineial to worship at the fountain of uni-
~ yersel brotherhood. And so eight million Hegroes are left
unchurched and unoared for because traditions and selfish
thoughts are more strongly respected than Christ's teachings."
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of Jew end CGentile, because the 7 ews were wont to demand more
0f the Gentiles than faith in Christ and thus destroy the
work of Christ (Eph. 3: 6). Likewisepany refusal teo ahére
the rights and privileges of the Church comes dangerously
close to ¢ deniel of universal sin and universsl grace.6
“he local congregation gusrds agesinst every snd any sin
which Qotraets, hinders, or prevents it from cerrying out the
fulfillment of its duties of establishing the ministry in
its midst. The loecsl songregation likewise guards againgt
sociegl prejudices &nd biases in-eny form that wovld hinder
it frorm esteblishing the ministry of the lleans of Crace
ameng a raciel minority grovp, or groups, in its midst.
Included in the dutiee of the loecel congregetion is al-
€0 the promotion of the Church &t large. Walther writes
fhet it is 2l1so the duty of the congregation to diligently
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace with 21l

7
rarte of the orthedox Church.

6. Rome 3: 23, 24 ef. Luke 18: 9-14, The Farable of
the Pharisee and the Publican, directed against those which
trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised
others. Cf. elso Thomas F. Dpyle, "Catholicism and the Ie=-
gro," The Catholie World, CL II, 9207, (Oot. 1940): "It
right seem strange to associste what is called the legro
problem in the United States with the Puritaznism that stemmed
from the Protestant Reformation in England. But if we consi-
der how Puritsnism, whish saw in worldly prosperity the sign
of God's favor, sastigated the weak or poverty-stricken, re-
garding their risfortune as proof of God's condernation, we
should pe able to find an irteresting parsllel in the wide-
spread sttitude here toward the Negro.”

7« Co. Feo We Walther, "Proper Form of A Local Congrega-
tion," Walther and the Chureh, p. 23.




Paul writes that Christians themselves are taught by
God to love one another and that the congregation at Thes-
salonics showed this love to the members of the congrege-
tion at llacedonia, but he also urged them to inorease in
love more and more.(I Thes. 4: 8. 9. 10). The churches in
liacedonia and Aghais were the example for other churches in
displaying their love of the Church at large by their con-
tributions to the shurch at J erusglem (Rom. 15: 25. 26), and
Paul wrote to the Church at Corinth that they also should
display their love by & colleection for the saints (II Cor.
8: 19, 24).

Luther writes that 8211 things in the Chureh are common
to all believers, that Christians share in all their posses-
gions. All the prayers and good works of the Church must
help, assist, and strengthen each believer at all times, in
life and death, and thus bear each other's burden.8 So also
Paul told the Church at Rome to aocept a fellow chriétian
(Phebe) from the Church at Cencrhea and assist her in what-
ever need she had of them (Rom. 16:’1. 2). The writer to
the Hebrews urges the Hebrew Christians to displey their love
to fellows who are strangers with the reminder that some have
entertained angels unawares (Heb. 13: 1. 8). Whatever the

circumstance, all Christians are to promote the work of the

Church at large by keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond

8. Holman, op. git., II, pPe 373..
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9
of pesce with all parts of the orthodox Church.

Again, racial minority groups who are members of the
Church Universsl are not to be exempt from the practice of
promoting the work of the Church at large by the spirit of
love. \hatever the needs of racial minority groups, whe-

her they are members of the Church in foreign lands or of
the members of the neighboring congregation they are the
beneficiaries of the promotion of the Church at lsrge, which
is the fruit of Christian love.

Luther says that this love grows on Christians. He
writes that the more & Christian is incorporated into Christ
and into the fellowship of saints, the more certain he will
be that they love him and stand by him in all the triale of
life and death, and that he will take his turn in taking to
heart the cshorteomings and lapses of all Christians and of
the whole Chureh, that his love will go out to everyone, he
will desire to ﬁelp everyone, to hate no one, to suffer with
gll and pray for them; and the needs of the Chureh will '
move hin.lo

Again, however, all the prineiples of the duties of the
loezl congregation are difficult to put into practice when-
ever legroes are present in the community. Ugly prejudices
mentioned in the foregoing chapter usually hinder the work

9. Cf.-Xretzmanmn, op. oit., II, p. 276: "We should
endure even the unpleasai%'paaﬁliarities of our Christian
brethren without & hint of impatience.”

10. Holman, OP. git., II, Pe 31.
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of Christ. ©Sed to say, the downtown congregations in pos-
session of physical plants capable of handling & thousand
or more communicant members but serving only a few hun-
dred souls, because their parish lines inolude Negroes and
other racial minority groups, are not too few.

In New York today, the largest legro city in the world,
there is but one Synodical Conference congregation. In Chi-
cago, the second largest Negro city in the world, there is
also but one Syhodical Conference congregation and one Dis-
triet Negro mission. A number of formerly large congrega-
tions are disintegrating because of the Negro population
pressing on them. Cne congregation in Chiecago has disbanded

and has sold its property, because the immediate neighborhood

was transformed into a Negro community.

When llissionery M. L. Kretzmann left for India, he not '
only bade farewell to the Church of America, but he also said |
|

good bye to such metropolitan congregations which fail to ful-
fill their duties and obligations. He.describes such congre-
gations which do. not establish the ministry among all those

in their community as congregations which

migrate with their members as their property in-
CTe8SEeB8.ss+¢Thoge Treason for existence is the care
of a definite oculturel stratum of societyee...
Have you heard of it?....Why we couldn't stay in
that neighborhood. The Negroes moved in on all
8186Sccees O the JeWSeee+.And yet we send men to
foreign lands to bring the colored into the Church
of Christee«s..but not too close. 11

11. Schulze, op. cit., p. 29.
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liissionary ¥Xretzmann's article i3 2n attempt to make
the looal congregation conscious that the loe2l congregation
dare not for one moment excuse itself from eny of its duties.
The 1loo2l congregation is sctuvally failing in its duties
wherever it does not provide the establishment of the mi-
nistry of the Word and Saoraments among lNegroes in its owm
community. OCnly those who havp aoctually been in Hegro mis-
gion work apparently are able to understand how often and
how much diserimination and segregetion is affeating the
Chureh and how mueh the locel congregation fails in its ob-
ligations beoaﬁse of prejudices.

Pastor Schulze lifted his ory for a better understand-
ing of the situation in his book on reece relations in the
Church. He writes:

Our lNegro mission needs lMigsouri Synod dollars

but it needs the assurance of a sympathetic

Christian understanding and interest more. 12

What the looal congregetion needs primarily in meeting
its dnties in dealing with Negroes is a renewed interest in
the Negro as a person who is bought with the blood of Christ
and worthy of 211 the rights end privileges which Christ has
given to the entire Christian Chureh. Then the loosl con-
gregation can begin to realize its full duties in esteblish-

ing the ministry among &ll men.

12, Ibid., p. 19.




