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This same Amerioan Creed is the pulse of Amerioe. It 

has been the foundation of the Amerioan wey of life. An:eri­

oa has grown because of it • .!I!lerioans are proud of it. But. 

Pearl Buok states: , 

Tal k to any dirt Amerioan and he honestly be­
lieves in equality and justioe and in giving 
everybody dernocratio rights. But mention to 
him t he oolored man and you will not believe 
your own ears. 26 

Thus the Ilegro-whi te problem beoomes a publio n:::,ra1 is­

sue. The American deals with the llegro in oppostion to his 

convictions. Myrdal states the problem preoisely in the in­

troduction to his lengthy and detailed study of the problem 

t hus: 
I 

The Amerioan Negro problem is a problem in the 
heart of the American. It is there that the in­
terracial tension has its focus. It is there 
t hat the decisive struggle goes on ••••• The "Ameri­
oan Dilemma" referred to in the title of this book 
(An American Dilemma). is an ever raging oonflict 
between. on the one hand. the ~aluations preserved 
in t h e general plane whioh we shall oall the "AlI!er­
ioan Creed," where the American thinks, talks, and 
uote under the influence of high national and 
Christian precepts, and, ·on the other hand, the ve­
luations on epeoifio~planes on individual and 
group living, ~here personal and looal interests. 
eooncmic, sooiaj_. and sexual jealousies; consider­
ations of community prestige and conformity; group 
prejudice against pertiou1ar persons or types of 
people; and all sorts of misoellaneous .wants, im­
pulses, and habits dominate hie outlook. 27 

.At this point clear distinction mo.st be made. On the 

one hand. the Churoh. does not uphold equality in the looal 

26. Pearl Buok. "Tinder for Tomorrow," Freedom for 
All. reprinted ~rom Asia (Karoh. 1942). P• 10. 
- 27. Myrdal, .2.E.• oit. • I, P• xl.1i1. 
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congregation because sooiety upholds equality. but the 

Churoh ma intains that all Christians are united e qual.ly in 

t h e Una Sanota. On the other hand. public opinion will de­

fi nitely s hape t he prooedure on the sooial p roblem presen­

ted by the Nee;ro-white relationships. 

Thus when the looal oonsregation i s dealing with the 

p roblem of sogregating Ilegroes. the attempt to be a counter­

pa rt of the Una Sanota is oomplioated by t he faot that the 

c ongregation is at the same time dealing with a highly oom­

pl ex moral oonfliot in society. 

Houever. the oomplexity of the problem does not end here. 

In spite of the f act that t he loccl oongregation oannot up­

hold segregations. because of its relation to the Una Sanots. 

a host of argument s defending the oaste system against ne­
groes are hurled at t h e local oongregation. The same ra­

tionalizations are used to defend the caste system as were 

used to defend sla very. J\fter the Civil Wa.r and Emancipation 

the r aoe dogma upholdinr slavery was retained to justify 
28 

the oaste s ystem. 

This unfounded raoe dogn:a was successful in sti:f11ng 

Negro genius and keeping the Negro mess on en i~erior le~el 

of society. Then the observa tion that· the Negro wa s infer­

ior was oonneoted with the fa.ct that n:an belongs to the . bio­

logioal universe. and by a twist of logia. the inoorreot de-

28. Myrdal. .2E.• .£!i• • I• P• 88. 
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duotion was made that the Negro's inferiority is biologioal 
29 

i n nature. 

Other inoorreot deduotione are !!l8de :rrom the llegro's 

i nferior position in eooiety whioh is a result of his start 

in America n sooiety. A vioioua oyole is in sotion. !lyrdal 

sta tes t he oaee thus: 

White prejudioe and dieor1 ruinat1Qn k eep the ile-
gro low in standards of living. hualth. educa-
tion. manners. and morale. Thie .in turn gives 
su:pport to white prejudioe. White prejud.io e and 
Degro standards thus mutually "oause" eaoh other. 30 

These prejudioee and rationalizations defending the pre-

judioes which keep the I1egro inferior in sooiety are not onl.y 

detrimental to sooiety but have no plaoe whatsoever in the 

l~oal oongre@'f3.tion. The looal oongregation must approaoh 

t he problem solely from the relation of t h e looal oongregation 

to the Una Sanots. 

However. the loool congregation that is oonfronted with 

a Hegre-white problem and makes every effort to make both 

Uegroes and whi tea oonsoious of its relationship to the Una 

Sanots rna y take comfort and courage in the faot that sooiety 

is no longer totally unaware of the weakness of arguments 

against aooepting Negore.a into membership. llyrdal observes: 

It is signifioant that today even the white man 
who defends .dieorimination ~equently describes 
his f'.jotives as "prejudice" anil eaye that ie is"ir­
rational." The popular beliefs rationalizing caste 
in America are no longer intelleotually respectable. 
They oan no longer. therefore. be found in current 

29. Ibid •• p. 99. 
30. Ibid. • P• '16. 



• books. newspapers or publio speeches. They live 
a surreptitious life in thoughts end private re­
marks ••••• Everybody who bas acquired a higher 
eduoa tion knows that they are wrong. llost wbi te 
people with a little education also have a hunoh 
t hat t li ey are wrong. There is toaay ·a queer 
feelinc oredc ~ absu.rdum hovering over the 
whole oornpl ex oi'popuia,r beliefs sustaini TJ.g ra­
cia l disorimi netion. 31 

25 

On t he other side of t h e picture. the local oongrega­

tion wi ll do ~ell to learn the reeotion of Negroes to segre­

gat ion en d disorimina.tion. In years past. Negroes endured 

segregat i on with a passive reaistanoe. but toda y eduo~tion 

h as spurred a growing protest among Negroes. And a ~ore vio­

lent reaction takes plnoe among the lower olasa of ilegroes. 

Bi shop Si ms observes: 

Race prejudice limits opportunity for llogroes 
and hence produces i gnorance and moral degener-
e cy to 2n outstanding degnee. Raoe projudioe 
pro duces liars, thieves, and hypooritee ou t of 
minority s oups. But it also reaots. It produ-
o ee hate on the part of the viotim. ITegroes 
he ve lear nod to ha te white people beoause t h ey 
a re white. naoe prejudioe breeds suspicion on 
t h e pert of' Negroes. The llegro believes very 
little in the white man's Christianity. Thie is 
portioulerly true of t h e young Negro wh o has 
opportunity to observe extensively. 32 

Generally.spealrl.ng, the segregated ohuroh has aroused 

the indignation of the Uegro youth to the point that the 

tendenoy of the Negro youth to ~bandon the Church is gre~ter 
33 

than among most wbi te youth. with the e:xoeption of the J ewe. 

31. Ibid., II. P• 1003. 
32. Bishop Sims, Social Aotion,I~ , l, . (Jan . 15 , ' 43 ), p . 42. 
33. Myrdal. !U?.• oit •• II. P• 863. 
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One Negro boy in ~Yaehington oonfeesed that the Hegro youth 

is no more oonoerned about the ohuro'h thr•n the churoh is a­

bout t be _Jegro youth, whioh is un:forturu-.te beoauee he s ays 
34 

t h e church could do muoh :for them. A freshme n college 

student comm ented that the Negro prenoher is a bout as use­

less a crea ture as could be found, and that be stayed home 

from ohu:tc}1 s inoe he was no longer for ~ed to go b y his pa-
35 

rent s . 

antics 

A son of a physioia n expressed h is disgust et the 
36 

i n the llegro ohuroh. 

~ e s e are but samples of the testimonies of t h e ITegro 

y outh t hat demon stre te how the Church e~or.g t r. e Negroes is 

losing i n numbers und gonersl influence. The young flegro 

popula tion ,harBes· that the segregn ted llegro olmrch tends 

to be oap italistio in it sympathies and religious only in 
37 

exhorta ti ons. 

The segresr~ted ohuroh ~trong the Ilegroes. which is the 

result of white disorimination. is losin6 in importanoe. 

a nd there are indio&tioLs that a new cburoh is rising nmong 

t he Negroes. The new ohuroh is a militant ohuroh. oonoern-
38 

ing itself with the proble1 s of society. This new ohurch. 

whiob may be the "old-line Protestant church." some younger 

34. 
p. 121. 

35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 

Franklin E. Frazier. Negro Youth at !h!!. Crossways. 

Ibid.• p. 128. 
Ibid •• P• 129. 
Ira DeA. Reid. In a Mino~ Kez. p. 84. 
Ibid. 
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• 
denomination. e. Catholic oo ngregati on. or a ccmm.uni ty churoh. 

is ju.st comine: of a ge. ITegro youth and tho Hegr.::, 's new 

cnuroh . will :ft.oe the problems of survival and progress to-
39 

eet her. Unfortunately. ':'ha t tho situation amounts to is 
, 

t hat the Ne87'0 youth i s creeting a social i r.stitution 

o~lled a 11ohurch 11 to a nswer t h e needs of its O\'m gooiety. 

becau~e t he "white church" has dieoriminnted against the 

Ilegro. 

1.'he s itua tion i s really tragic. The ei,_ristinn Jhu roh 

i s in da nger of losi ng ma ny .:.iegro men:bers. because 11iany .tre­

groes :'la ve reached t h e conclusion tha t Ghristi2ni ty as the 

old sla ve 'knew it has failed. The tragic feature is that 

church mcrn'bers ·.1ip has been higher among ;;Jegroes t han among 

Ylhi tc s . Five ou t of every twelve Uegroes olnim membership 
40 

in some cbt1roh. and the rernnrkable feature of Negro ohuroh 

membershi p i s that les s than one 01.,t of every. hundred of 

t h e i llion s of rregroe3 in the United States todny who ad­

heres to a religious faith snbsoribes to any other faith but 
41 

t he Christian creed. · 

l!11rtl1ermore. it i~. eignifioant to note tha t the small 

p eroentage of those among Ueg,;oee who are not Christians and 

subscribe to another faith ~ay be the members of smte sect 

or oult whio~ hes been founded to oounter-eot Christianity. 

39. 
40. 

Ina •• p. 
41. 

P• 2. 

Ibid.• P• 86. 
Amerioe's Tenth Man, Southern R8 gional Couno11 

21. 
Arthur Auff Fauset, Blaok God's 21 !b,!:Metropo11e, 
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Llyrdal writes: 

In more reoent times t here have developed some 
very minor seote whian nre openl~ anti-white, but 
s i nce t hey take no overt aot1on other than to pro­
hibit white1;; fr~m attending their ser vices, few 
wht tes ever: kno\'7 of t heir e:rlstenoe. _:otable among 
t h~ anti-vi.h i te seots are t he various ''Islamio 0 

cults. They olaim to a dhere to Mohammedanism in­
stea d of Christianity a n d look to the brown p eo­
p le s of As ia iJinor a n<l Horth Afrioa to s a ve them 
f or t h o whites ••••• 

.Another anti-white group. t ho .A:f'r:i oan Ortho­
dox Church. is of so~ ewhat greater nume r ioal im­
p ort a:noe and has branohes in m~y oitios, but it 
has Doll ified its anti-White p o s ition someuhat 
i n recen t ye Rrs • .42 · 

In sunnnary, t}J.e looal oongregati on i s oonfronted u i. th 

a h ost of problems ;'Jher. it endeavors to rule out all se- · 

gresa tion a nd disorimination beoause of the congregation's 

rela t i on to t he Una Sanots. The fear of losing ~hite mem­

bers if liegroes a-re a dmitted to the looal oongregoti on is 

but one of tho ma ny oonsiderations whioh the oongreg2.tion 

must ileigh. The aongregation n;ust first reexami ne its re­

lation to t h e Una Sano.ta, then ooneider the feelings o:f its 

members, the advisnbility of separate oongregations, the 

legitimaoy of protests of whites a gainst Negro membership, 

t h e feelings of the Negroes. the dilemma of Christians who 

sre viola ting t heir oonac.ienoes by praotioing disoriir.ination. 

and th~ damages resulting from n segregated ohuroh. 

Fi nally. a word of werning is sounded by Dorsba Hayes 

for all who are faoed with the task of dealing w1 th Uegroes. 

42. llyrdal • .21?.• 2.!i•• II. P• 862. 
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The ,.,,ar:a.in g i s especi ally c.pplioable to the loor- 1 oongre­

ga tion in its contaota with the negro. 

It ·."!ould be a ~istake to aooept the TiefrO every 
pl noe just because he is a member of an ill trea­
ted r -n oe. There i1e;e in t he mistal:e >'lOuld be in 
th i nki !:! g of raoe and not indi vid11Sls. 43 

This ~arning oontaine in a nutshell the baeis for pro­

per attitu des toward r aoe. The looa l oongregation must not 
I 

react f a vorably or unfavorebly to~erd the individual beoause 

of race, but always by the cor.fession of that faith in Jesus 

Christ, who alone ~sable to add unto the Churoh Universal. 

43. Dorene Hayes; ~ Amerioan Primer, p. 23. 



II. THE DU TI25 OF 'IE:8 L O,.,.-~ COIIGREGAT!CTI 

An £'.ll important question whiob confronts the local 

oongre g-cl t i o~ in dealing ~~th Negroes is \'fuether it is her 

du ty t o oare for Hegroes. end hon ma.oh munt she onre for 

t h ern. ----·!.here do th~ duties toward t he .Hegroes begin and 

where do t hey end?---Hen ce. this chapter is devoted to an 

eY-2.minati~n of the duties o~ the loocl congreention. 

All the rights and _p rivileges '.7ith -nhich Christ h as en­

dowed t h e Universal Church are also vested in t t e local 

oongregd t ion. large or s~all, orthodox or heteredox. The 

locul oongregs -cion is a divine institution. God has in­

s t i t uted it. J oinir:.g a 0hristian congreg£.tion ".7hic11 in­

s i sts on purity of doctrine and oorroot Bible prs.otioe does 

n ot li e in the s phcye of ~hristian llberty, an~ t he forming 

01 local co ngfeg&tio:: s i s no t the reoul. t o:f n:ere Christian 
1 

uisdorn and expediency. ' The ee.rly Christians set tho god-

ly e xa~ple to be etm.1lated for ell tin:es. oo,1tinu.ing stead-

' fastl:y i n the -~postles' dootri ne a.nu foll::n1sh ip, ond in the 
2 

break i ng ~f bread, 2nd in prayers. Fu rther mo r e . t he Apostle 

\ 

1. Engelder. 212.• cit •• P• 62, par. 3~. 
2. Ibid •• p. 62, par. 33. Cf. also ~ueller, ..Q.P..• 211.•, 

p. 555. "To the objection of those who deny this point on 
the ground that membership in the Cl1uroh Universal is suf­
ficient for salvation and tJi e t - Christ has £1 ven His follow­
ers no direot command to estoblish or to join local ohuroh­
es, so that looal ohurohea are ~ee organizations, founded 
by men as the praotiool neods of believers in this world 
have rr~ de th~ neoessEry, ~e reply that it is indeed God's 
will anu appointment---

a. That all believers living at one plaoe should es­
tablish in their midst the t;,ublio ministry and make dili-
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Paul l!lado coI!lJilon fmrship in the loor..1 congregRtion a di­

viu G ordinonco for ru.l Christiane when ho col!!I!lended thbt 

<:ill Chri s tians should. provolre one another unto good ,·c r k s, 

not :forsa ki ng t he as:=;ernbling of' thernsel ves together ( as 

t he manner o:f some is). and to exhort one another (Heb. 

10: 2q ) . Christ soys , too, t hat t hey ore blessed wr.o hoar 

t. .e or d o f Ao a. a nd k e er it (Luke 11: 28) and they that 

or e of Go d hear God ' s ITordc (John 8: 47). Ee Himself in­

s titutca tr. o Euohcri s t for all Christians nith the con:n;and 

t hat they shoul d observe ancl parteke of t he Supper often 
. 

( I Cor. 11: 23- 28) , i nstitPted. the Sacrament of Eoly Baptimn 

f or ull Cbristir.ne (:t!a tt. 28: 19), gave to Cl1ristisns the 

power to forgive sins in Eie name (John 20: 22, 23), ordered 

Chr i sti a ns to rcbulce the err ing brother (Ms.tt. 18: 15-18), 

and COillillo.nd ed all Cllristisns to prcnoh His Gospel to ell 
' 

men (~ 2t t. 28: 19). 

~~ese duties. rignts. snd privileges of t h e Universal 

gent use of it b~ he2rine and learning God's \,ord as it is 
proclaimed by the divinely called ministers. E:ph. 4: 3-6; 
Aots 2: 42-47; 14: 23; 20: 28; I Cor. 12: 28; I Pet. 6: 2. 
3; Titus l: 5; 

b. That they should together celebrate Holy Co?mJU.nion, 
I Cor. 11: 26; 10: 17, and exeroise the duties of Christian 
i'ellowship e.nd love, I Cor. 11: 33; 1: 10; Acts 6: 1-6; 
Col. 3: 15. 16; 

o. That they should not only pri'mteiy reprove an er­
ring brother. ~att. 18: lti, 16, but also as a ohuroh. or 
oongregs.tion, rebuke and disoipline impenitent sinners. filatt. 
18: 17; I Cor. 5: 15.» 

l .. lso Eduard ·.v. A. Y.oehl er, S11sia'bt o'! C~ristiG Doctrine, 
p. 221. "Sinoe Christians lhould es a ii1l t e min etry of 
the Word 1~ their ~idst, 07.erciee brotherly dieoipline. par­
take of the Lord'e Supper in testimony of the ooJIJll'IUDion of 
faith, overy Cbrietion \\'111 gled.17 become, and remain to be, 
a member of a loaal ohuroh." 
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Churoh ar a likewiso t h o po~ .... eEJsi ono of t l'.e lee~! ~o ngr4tga­

tion. Ju.st as the Uni vereal Chnroh extends these pri vi­

leges to all men with no dist1 n c t i on o~ persona ( kots 10: 

34. 35 ) , s o also the looe l co r:gregation must establish the 

mi!listry of t h ese right~ and p ri vilegee eo ong all tho 

Christians of its locality.· 

Racial minority groups a:re not to be exoluded fron the 

benofit s of t he s e rights and privileges. ']hen t he Universal 

Chu:-oh o:ffers the free ·1ord and Saort:iments to man of all ra­

oes , t h e looal oongregation does the same. f/hero the looal 

oongrega.tion oannot afford and does not p:rovide t h e entablish­

ment of the ministry and its rights among r acial minority 

groups i n · its ,looality , i t still is under t he 0 0L11Mind of 

::3orip turo to administer t h e 7/ord 2nd Ssoraments to t he 

Christians of that community. Tbs only alternative for the 

looa l congregation to est.abli~h the miniat1·y among the 

Chr isti ans of the r aaia l minr>rity groups '7ithin its midst 

or looali ty i s t o share t he ministry of t h e Word it ;>osses-
3 

ses with t hose Christians. 

3. Unfortunately. ·Jaoh • .21?.• oit •• p. 210. obeervee: 
"F.ven in the more oomplex ou1 tures we see l!!ythologioal ex­
planations used to justify dubious appropriation of oultio 
rights and privileges by the ~ore powerful olasses." Cf. 
also. ibid •• p. 213: "The oommunity feeling in a oaete­
bound sooiety is generally limited. 'the oitizens owing mo­
ral allegianoe to their oasts first. rather than to the oom­
munity ·as a whole.• Naturslly. this greatly affects the 
type and extent of religious observanoes. Regional differ­
ences, though, important, are secondary to osete affilia­
tions w~ioh deterre.ine positive and negative privileges of 
oultio observanoe (segregation. attendanoe at servioes. 
peri'ormanoe of rites)." 
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The local oon~~egation is not unoonso1ous of the host 

of problems that the presence of a raoial minority group 

presents to society. but suoh problems are social problems 
4 

to be answered by aooiety .. The presence of a racial· m1nor1-

ty group is not a sooial problem in the looal oongregation, 

but foroes the obliaation of the looal oongregation of ful­

filli ng its duties of establishing the ministry of t he Word 
5 

and Saoraments among the Christiane of its locality. 

The looel oongregation is not founded for the purpose 

of promoting sooial welfare. and conversely. the loosl con­

gregation is not a social institution that . maintains sooial 

distinotions and classes, especially when social distinctions 

and classes become a barrier to t be fulfillment of t he du­

ties of the looal oongresstion. When cast, olaes. and raoe 

disti nction beoome a bindranoe to the ful~illment of the du­

ties of t h e looal oongregation, the looal congregation does 

not tolerate suoh hindrance as a "sin of weakness." 

The Apostle Paul labored diligently against distinction 

4. The plaoe o:f the local oongregation in s ooiety will 
be discussed later. 

5. Churches have failed in their duties and those who 
have have been .the objects of Violent oritioisms. E.g •• 
Jaekson Malcolm Aage. ·"The Degro and the United Lutheran 
Churoh," The Lutheran Churoh Quarterl7. XIII. 4. (Oat •• 1940). 
p. 416: "They (leaders of outstanding denominations) have 
advooated and perpetuated separate s711ods. because they were 
too narrow and pr orinoial to worship at t h e fountain of uni­
~ersal brotherhood. And eo eight million Negroes are left 
unohurched and uncared for beoause traditions and selfish 
thoughts are more strongly respected than Christ's teaohinge." 
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of J ev, t:'.nd Gentile, booause the J ews were '7ont to der1?.nd more 

of t h e Gentiles than fci th in Uhri st und thus destroy the 

1·1ork of Chris t ( Eph. 3: G). Likewiae~any reft1eril to share 

the r i ghts und yJLt"ivileges of t h e Church comes dangerously 
6 

clos e t o ~ denial of universal sin and universal grace. 

C'hG looal congregntion guards against every snd any sin 

which ~otr a c ts , hinders , or prevents it from carrying out the 

fnlfillment of its d.11ties of establi sh ing the ministry in 

its midot. The loos J. conrre_gation likewise BUarde againot 

social prejudioeG s nd biases in sny form t hat nouid hinder 

it fror; e s trbli chinr-· t Le rnir:istry of the Leans of Gr ce 

amonf; o racia l r.;ino:r.ity group, or grours, ir.. its nidst. 

Include<1. in the dnties of t h e local congregation is al­

co the p romotion of t he C~uroh f.t largo. Walther writes 

t~ot it i s also the duty of the congregation to diligently 

keep the unity of t h e Svirit in the bond of peace with ell 
- 7 

parts of t h e orthodox Church. 

6. Rom. 3: 23, 24 cf. Luke 18: 9-14, The Parable of 
t he I"bariaee and the Publioan. directed against those whioh 
tru sted in themsel vcs t hat they were righteous end despised 
others. Cf. eleo Thomas F. Dnle. "OatholioisJ:1 and the r.e­
gro," The Catholio ~orld, CL I!, 907. (Oot. 1940): "It 
might seem strange to asaooiate what is called tbe Ilegro 
problem in the United States with the Puritanism that stemmed 
from t h~ ? rotestant Reformation in England. But if we consi­
der how Puritanism, ~hi ~h sow in worldly prosperity the sign 
of God's favor, oastigs.ted the weak or poverty-stricken, re­
garding t~eir eiefortune as proof of God's conde~nation, we 
should be aole to find an ictereetine parallel in tne wide­
spread ct tituoe hero toward the Negro." 

7. c. F. "J. ·1alther, ".Prop6r Form of A Looal Congrega­
tion. n \1alther ~ tbe Chu,:,oh, p. 93. 
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Paul writes that Christians themselves are taught by 

God to love one another and that the oongregation at Th.ee­

ealonion sh owed t his love to the members of the oongregn­

ti on at llaoedonia. but he also urged them to inoreaee in 

love more and more.CI Thee. 4: a. 9. 10). Tbe ohurohes in 

aoe onia un d Aobaiu were the example for other ohurohes in 

displ aying t heir love of the Church at large by their oon­

tributions to the ohuroh at Jeruealem (Rom. 15: 25. 26). and 

Paul wrote to t h e Churoh at Corinth that t hey also should 

displ a y t heir love by a oolleotion for the saints (II Cor. 

8: 19. 2 4 ). 

Luther writes t ha t 'all things in the Church are common 

to all believers. that Christians share in all their posses­

sions. All t h e prayers and good works of the Churoh ma.st 

help . ass ist, and strengthen eaoh believer at all times. in 
8 

life a nd dea th. and thus bear eaoh other's burden. So also 

Paul told t h e Churoh at Rome to aooept a fellow Ubristian 

(Phebe) frDm the Church at Cenorhea and assist her in what-, . 
ever need she had of them (Rom. 16: 1. 2). The writer to 

t h e Hebrews urges t he .Hebrew/Christians t~ display their love 

to fellows who are strangers with the reminder that so~e have 

enterta ined angels unawares (Heb. 13: 1. 8). Whatever the 

oiroumetanoe. all Christians are to promote the work of the 

Church at large by keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

8. Holman, !E.• ill.•, II, P• 3'13. • · 
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9 
of pesoe with all parts of the orthodox Ohuroh. 

Again, raoial minority groups who are members of the 

Churoh Universal are not to be exempt from tbe praotioe of 

promoting the work of the Churoh at large by the spirit of 

love. \7ha tever the needs of raoial ·minority groups, Whe­

t her they are members of the Churoh in foreign lands or of 

t h e members of the neighboring oongregation they are the 

benefioiaries of t he promotion of the Church at l arge, whioh 

i s t h e f r uit of Christian love. 

Luther ssys that this love grows on Christians. He 

writes t hat the more e Christian is inoorporated into Christ 

and int~ t he fellowship of saints, the more oertain he will 

be t .. a t they love him and stand by him in all the triale of 

life and dea th, a nd that he will take his turn in taking to 

heart t he shortoomings and lapses of all Christia ns and of 

t h e whole Church, that his love will go out to everyone, he 
' will dos ire to help everyone, to hate no one, to suffer with 

all and pray for them; and the needs of the Church will 
10 

move hirr. 

Again, however, all the prinoiplee of the duties of the 

loonl aongregation are diffioult to put into praotioe when­

ever Negroes are present in the oommunit7. Ugly pre~udioes 

mentioned in the foregoing chapter usually hinder the work 

9. Cf. -~etzmann. ~· oit •• II, P• 
endure even the unpleasant piiu'.l.iarities 
breth~en without a hint of impatience.• 

10. Holman • .2R.• oit., II, P• 31. 
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of Christ. Sad to say, the downtown oongregations in pos­

session of physiosl plants oapable of handling a thousand 

or more oommunioant members but serving only a few hun­

dred souls, beoause their parish lines inoliide Negroes and 

other raoial minority groups, are not too few. 

In New York today, the l argest Negro oity in the world, 

there is but one Synodioal Conferenoe oongregation. In Chi­

oago, the seoond largest Begro oity in the ,1rld, there is 

also but one Syhodioel Conferenoe oongregation and one Dis­

triot Ne gro mission. A number of formerly large oongrega­

tions are disintegrating because of the Negro population 

pressing on them. One oongregation in Chicago has disbanded 

and has sold its property, because the immediate neighborhood 

was transformed into a Negro oommunity. 

When Iilissionary M. L. Kretzmann left 'for India, he not 

only bade farewell to the Churoh of Amerios, but he also said 

good bye to suoh metropolitan oongregations which fail to ful­

fill their duties and obligations. He desoribes suoh oongre­

gations whioh do. not establish the ministry among all those 

in their oommunity as oongregations whioh 

migrate with their members as their property in­
oreases ••••• \'/hose reason for erlstenoe is the oare 
of a definite ou1tu.ral stratum o'f sooiety ••••• 
Have you heard of it? •••• Wby we oo'ld.dn~t stay in 
that neighborhood. The Begroes moved in on all 
si4ee~ •••• Or the J ewe ••••• And yet we send men to 
foreign lands to bring the oolored into the Churob 
of Chriet ••••• but not too olose. 11 

11. Sohulse, .2.E.• 211.•, P• 29. 
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i.i.issionary Kretzmann 'a artiole ia an a ttempt to riske 

t·1e loca l oongrega tion oonsoioue that the looa l oongregation 

da re n ot for one moment exonse itself from any of its duties. 

T11e looal oongregation is e otually failing in its duties 

wh er ever it does not provide the establishment of t h e mi­

ni st ry of t he Word and Sa oraments among Ilegroes in its own 

oommuni t y. Only those TI110 have aotually been in Negro mis­

sion ~or k apparently are able to understand bow often and 

ho~ much di scrimina tion and segregation is a ffeoting the 

Church and how muoh the looel oongregation fails in its ob­

ligatio ns beoause of prejudioes. 

Pa s t or Sobulze lifted his ory for a better understend­

i n[ of t he s ituation in his book on raoe relations in the 

Churoh . He writes: 

Our Negro mission needs Missouri Synod dollars 
but it needs the assurance of a sympathetio 
Christian understanding and interest more. 12 

What t he looal congregation needs primarily in meeting 

1 ts duties in dealing with Negro ea is a renewed interest in 

t h e lTegro as a person who is bought with the blood of Christ 

and worthy of all t h e rights and privileges whioh Chris t ~as 

given to the entire Christian Churoh. Then the 1ooal oon­

grega tion oan begin to realize its full duties in esteblish­

tng t h e mi nistry among all men. 

12. Ib~d •• P• 19. 
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