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3ix monthe after the merriage, however, young Arthur
died, By this time the elllance had besome more necessary
for Spein than for Fnglenmd. Spein's help to England had by
this time, through varions developments, besome almost
useless, Outwardly Henry seemed to be firmly esteblished
end England a power in the world. Now it was Ferdinend snd
Isabella who begen to vrge & marriage between Catherine and
her brother-in-law, Frinoce Henry. Hegotiations begsn. EHen-
ry demanded that the remainder of the dowry be paid first,
This, rether than the proposed s&rnpla of consoience of
Henry VII, caused the delay.

Ferdinend and Yenry were like-minded men. Both hzad a
keen apprecistion of rmoney, and both knew how to strike a
bargain, Ferdinand wanted the half of the dowry which had
been paid, to be returned to Spain. Henry wanted to collect
the other helf. It was Ferdinend who then proposed that the
young prinee and Catherine be betrothed.

When Henry died on April 21, 1509, the young prinsce be-
care Henry VIII, King of Fngland. On June 3, Catherine and
Henry were married, after having once olaimed that the be-
trothal was void because he wes not of age at the time it
Vas negotiated. fThero were no soruples of conscience in
Henry in 1509, when he married his sister-in-law by dispen-
sationof the Pope. A few yeers later he used hie marriage
88 a means of breaking away from the power of the Roman

Chuxch,
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Relations with Seotland

It has been well said that Scotland is the back door
0f England, From time immemorisl Sootland had been & per-
petual menace to her southern Saxon neighbors. There was
hatred between Seotland and Englend. When England warred
8gainst any Furopean power they also had to meintain arms
in readiness against the Scots, in the north. When the kings
0f England led their armies forth to the continent, that was
the eignal for Seotlsnd to attack. This is vihy diplomatie
relations with Seotland were ocontinually ocarried on by the
Tudors. Henry VII tried to meke allience after elliance with
S00tlend. If he could onae bring Scotland to his side, his
diplomacy in Europe wonld cerry that much more weight. It
vas always Scotle:nd that was behind the intrigunes and up=-
risings against Henry VII, snd who brought thoir forccs in-
to England when Henry VIII wagod wer in France. Inside
Sootland there was continual dissension between the baronial
farilies to oontrol the orown. HNevertheless, "the one bind-
ing sentiment thatfoonld be relied on in & orisis was enta-
gonism to Englond. If Fngland's eyes were bent on I-‘;.-;noe
8ho mst still manage to keep 2 watoh on the north."

Honry VII tried to remedy this situation. In 1488 when
Jemes III of Scotland wes rmrdered, and James IV was e boy,

he tried to gain the support of the nobles. However, because

of the meny foude among these familes Henry oould never be

82, A. D. Innes, op. oit., p. 33,




Bure of a lasting peace. Finally, however, he gained a
treety with Jemes IV through the marriage of his dsughter,
lergaret, with James. It wns mot destined to be a happy
Earriage or an end to the politiosl problem. The bride
Was proud and pleasure loving, and the groom was very un-
stable.

For when Henry VIII was warring in France, the Scots
under James IV sttacked England. English forces were ral-
lied by Catherijpe and the Scots were defeated decigively
at Flodden Field. James IV was killed. Scotlandsgas left,
moh as before, chafirg under English domination.

Relations with the Pgpacy

It would seem that this discussion would pertain to a
later chapter: however, we cannot help but sec in the reign
of Henry VII and, later Henry VIII, relations with the pa-
paoy purely of a political nsture. The Pope was considered
88 a foreign prince and when relations were carred on with
other countries the Pope played no small part. The develop-
ments which lead up to the break with the pepacy also have
their beginnings in the féing of Henry VII, though they are
not outstandingly apparent on the surface.

Henry VII was an orthodox Roman Catholic and this to a
large degree may account for the harmony that apparently

existed during his reign. There was perhaps no serious frio-

53. H. A. Fiher. OPs cit.. Pe 189.
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tion, but "no pope ventured to dispute Henry VII's nomi-
netions for English preferments; and they were made with
Btriot regard to the interests of the Orown. Morton, Deanne,
Warham, Foxe, Ruthal, Sherborne, Urswick, and others re-
6elved their bishoprics and deaneries as rewyards and endow-
ments for 8ivil and not for spiritusl services.....Henry in-
deed, characteristically regarded his relations wigz the
church and pepsoy as & sound business conneotion.”

'many churchmen in England were in politios and were the
Tudors’ vest statesmen. They were useful to Henmry VII in
winning and holding hie throne and they were useful to Henry
VIII in oxtending his power, DBut as time went on thc actions
0f the Fope in politics beoame more and more distasteful to
Henry VIII. ihen the Pope formed the League of Cambrai sup-
Posedly for a better defense against the Turk and Eenry saw
that it was merely a aover up for ag@ression and banditry he
refused to publish the papel bull in England which attempted
to make the ieague look legitimate. Henry VIII's “"generous
1llusions soon venished before the sordid reslities of Euro-
Pean statecraft; and the defaﬁse of Christendom becare with
him, as with the others, a hollow pretense, a diplomatic

35
fiotion." £

34, A. Pollard, "Henry VII", p. 61.
35. A, Pollerd, "Henry VIII", p. 55.




II. The Breaking up of the Economis Feudal
System Brouggt'ﬁbouf Greater

Centralization

The end of the fiftaenth'and the begimning of the six-
teenth senturies may be regarded ;e the turning point from
medieval to modern sooiety.l By this time the economic re-
Volution was almost completed. This is the ora of revolu-

tions: territorinl, religious, and social.

The Creation of the New Gentry

The'graat and prinoely power of the barons disappearad.
Thed doom was sesled when Henry VII was viotorious on Eos-
worth Field. The ropressive polioy of Henry VII so reduced
the power of the barons that any future insurrection would
be doomed forever. He areated a mew nobility. When the
fiefs of the deceased barons fell to the king by escheat he
re-iscued the land to others. Previously the lay peers had
legal jurisdiotion in their powers. It went with the land.
How, however, Henry VII broke that power by disassociating
eny jurisdiction and governmment position whatsoever from
ownership of the lends It is true, they could be appointed,
but ownership did not inolude these functions as previously.
The land of the peers was now subjeot to the courts, whioh

in turn, were responsible to the King's Counoil. The dis-

1. W. uunningham The Growth of English In&ustrx and
1 P.

Commerae During the Early and Hiddle A Ages, I,




triot was represented in Parliament by the oleation of one
who represented his distriat in the House o& Commons. No
longer aould the nobility oconvert retainers into armies as
they had done. No longer comld thoy use their jurisdiotion-
8l powers in the sffairs of the country. The old hereditary
Valves had disintegrated. New families were emnobled; the.
0ld aristoeracy meant nothing. The King himself was the
grandson of a Welsh ¥night. Thus we see how this break of
baronizl power brought ¥ngland to the establishment of a

=

gentralized government.
The Eoonomis Revolution Had Been Completed

The oreation of the new gentry wes oniy one of the signs
of the breeking up of the feudel system. The agricultural
revolution had been going on for the past hundred years. It
vwae practioally completed by the time of the Fnglish Refor-
ration. Almost anyone could own, buy and sell land. The old

manorial system had been and was fast changing by the turn

of the century.

Agriculture
Up to this time, life in Fngland had beeralmost oom-

rletely rurel, or we might oall it, agrioultursl. Life was
simple end revolved around the manor and the small village
in which the serfs lived. Fach villege whs independent in

2¢ Ae Do Innes, on, cit., pe 7o




itself and intercourse with the outside world was praoti-
08lly unknown as we know it today. Esoh menor consisted
0f & manor house where the lord lived, & small mill, per-
héps loocuted on & stream of water, end the land. A cer-
tain smount of the land was cultivsted for farming, ano=-
ther portion wae used for pasture and the remeinder wes
Wwooded. Fmch sorf was to oultivete a certain section of
the furm lend. The emount of ground a serf farmed aif-
fered as wuch as from onc to thirty aores. Usuelly each
Berf held rights to use the pasture land and to out wood.
4lthough the rulee end regulations of each menor could dif-
fer, in genersl, the serfs had to work a stipulated smount

of time for the lord and pay him e certain amount of dues,

not eo much at first with money, but in kind.

Then changes began to teke place. There began the
growth of & clese of free tenant people. Serviese to the
lerd of the menor wes ocommutecd to mone# values At the

tire of Henry I some msnors were divided into lend "et

]
work" and lend "at remt." The lords begsn to enclose waste

lands and woodlends and rented it. This gave rise to the

clage of free tenante. In tho thirteenth century the prac-

tice of comrutation becane more general. Jobs were consi-

dered in momey value,
In 1349 a plegue oczlled the "Bleck Death" severcly de-

populated the rural erees. It hes been estimated that the

s We Jo 4shley, An Introduotion to English Economic
History and Theoxry, p. 20. _




"Blaok Denth™ took as muoh as half the population of Engs
land. Thip had a decided effeot upon the agriocultural

fondal s;rs'tem because there were nowless workers than be-
fore and the pessants sounld afford to be more demanding,

The "Blaok Deatn" pragtically spelled the doom of the ma-
norial eystem. Wages doubled and tripled until the Statute
of Laborers was passed which attempted to keep wages downe.
But it failed. IMen were noeded to work and the employers
aould not do otherwise then hire for high wages. Competi-
ton spreng up in the working claeses and the lords and
merchantes also aompeted with ezch other in their payment of
veges. The omployer who could pay the highor wages oould
got the lsbor. ‘hen the Statute of Laborers wes enforced
it onl; caused lewlesenese in the laboring olass. They be-
gen to shift from one plagse to the other. These people came
to be known sz the froe laboring olass. This situstion also
gave rise to a olass of people who bocame virtual vagabonds
and "outlaus".

The lords found it impossible to cultivate all their
land. They not only bogen to rent out more of their land,
but alzo converted much of it to pesture land for the rai-
sing of shecp. The sorf who was still tied to the land be-
oame more &nd more dicoontended. He saw many of his fellow
warke:;a earning monecy. The serf, too, wanted more Ifreedom,
and loss burdensome duties which the lords demanded. Feun-

dalism was beginning to split wide open. The peasants gave




overt evidence of their dissetisfaction in 13681 in what ie
known as the Pegpents! I{e\m'.'.'!:.4

The Peamsants' Revolt was an expression of the disin-
tegrating of the exiagting gooiel life. The rebellion wes
¥opreseed but the old institutione, whioch had, to a certsin
extent, maintained order end enforced morality, hever re-
govered any of their c:l’feotivemeae.5 The agricuvltural re-
volution ppread elowly but eurely throughout England, and by
the time of the Tndore it hed adyanced so rapidly as to re-
ceivo their attention. When Richard II came to the throne
8 large part of the population of England were serfs. iThen
Henry VII ssoended the throne, serfdom was fast beooming
extinot., "lignorial snthority was ceasing to have the prac-
tionl importance whioh 1t oneec possessed in regard to all
the detailp of villaepe 1ife."6 :

After the "Black Death" and the i’gaaants' Revolt, when

-the popnlation began to inorease egain both the :].oras and

the serfs reslized that to ney rent for the use of lend,
and to pay wagos for labor wees better then the old system
of paying no rent and receiving no wages. The peasant be-
cere 2 free tenant snd the lord hired the labor he needed.
Thus by the middle of fhe fifteenth eentnry rost of the
peasants were frecmen. From commtation of service for
money it advanced to rent for land and wages for labor,

It was not lonlg bofore the lendlords realized that the

' 4. G. l, Trevelyan, The Age of ml:lﬂ’e. Ps 185,
B. W. Cunningham, ops Gif., Ds .
6. Ibid.
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wasteland whioh they hed eonverted to pasture was paying
them more than their t11led land for which they received
only a emsll rent. Along with this situation the laboring
olass grew larger. The supply of labor became greater than
the demand. The landlord even began to convert tillage
land into pasture land, thus throwing more people out of
wok¥k as time went on. This is known as the practice of en-
olosure. The lsndloxds beoame lend "grabbere," Sheep rai-
8ing heoarme a vrofitable business. len Were turned off the
B0il and the lszboring olesss became disoontent. Ilany be-
eame v.qun:bc'nrls.

This greed on tho part of the land owning olass was
mot restricted to laymon only. "Suoh heartless greed of
gein was bad enough in mere laymen; in churchmen, it was ;I.n-
tolerabvle, yot tho monesteries were no better than the lay
landlords.-"? The acts of Parliament apgainst enolosure of
land did not help mmueh. Open land farming seemed to be
doomed with the eoming.of the wool business. The law was
disregarded. "Abbots ond barons, equires and tenant-farm-
érs, cven hurble oconmonors of the village had englosed both
for arable and pasture in defiance of the acts.” Rents
skyrocketed and evictions beeame more numorous. Even Wol-

88y could not stop it. "In some counties there is dircet

7« A. D. Innes, "Social Life in Tudor England,” Uni

yersal History of the World, J. A. Hammerton, ed., Vol. VI,
p' (]
8. H. A. Fisher, ops. oit., pe 221, ;
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évidence tn show that the ecclesiastical landlord exsoted
higher rents both for arable and pasture than his lay
n°1ghbor;"g This dislooation of labor camsed mmoh went
and misery ond it wae the ceuse of banditry and loosl up-
risings such as the eo-calleq "Pilgrimage of Grace" at the
time of Henry VIII, in which the peasants of Fent marched
againgt London. Unlike modern daye, unemployment wes a new
problem of the sixtecnth century. It was a period of trans-
ition; a period of the rise of new olasses in society.

IThe Capital end Labor Classes

When the landlord begsn to commute service for a pey-
ment of ptipunlated Pees, the rent was often paid in goods.
Grednally, however, money came to be the medium of exchange.
Rent end wages began to be computed in terms of money. By
the olose of the fourteenth century money had some into use
in glmost e11 parts of the country for many economic purpo-
8ess Then when the lendlord found that sheep raising was
rrofiteble and sonverted his land for that purpose he elso
acquired weslth. This weslth accurmlated in the hends of
& few and cepitaliesm oame into being. Not only did the ca-
ritalist learn thet his money would buy land to make more
money, but also that hie money could make more momey through
loans, and investmenét. Sootety came to be divided, as in

our demneratic system, into cspitalists and laborers.

9. Ibido. Pe 222,




The free olass of lasborers who oould find work during
this tirme often found the vages lows It was the merchants
end the lsrge cruftsmen vwho reaped the profits. Instead of
being able to work himself up to a higher position, the la-
borer found th-t he might hold one position all his life.

The employer found out during these times that he had to

have eapital. Formerly in the guild system when a man had
8one through the progressive stages of apprentice and jour-
neymin ne could become & master and set up his own business.
His toole were his capital. It wae no longer that way. Iow
the master was not o much the master of his oraft, but the
mzster of his servants, of laborers. Competition had come in-
to play and there was no success in a businese if one had no
stooks of material to be worked un for sale. He also had.to
have & staff of employees. The restriotions of the towns

end the guilds had becn overthrown and competition with an-
other man in the same business required ozpitel. fThus the
men who had the capitsl oontrolled lsbor,and the latorer, be-
6ause he could not get enough capital to start his own busi-
ness, had to look forward to working for wages only, without
any aavanaement.lo This made for the beginning of the olass
of men who belonged to labor. He bedame known as just that.

The lines between oapitel and labor began to be drawn more

sharply,

10, A. D, Innes, "Social Life", p. 3491.




In the early lilddle Ages wages were bssed on resson-
@bleness, Iut there is now a change. fiages are rade de-
peéndent upon prices. . Formerly the ﬁrioee depended upon wa-
gés. If a merschant or lardlord eould not hire.lcbor cheap-
1y rie prices would £0 up. During this time, however, the
Weges peld the laborer changed with the price which the mer-
okant received for his goods. To show that there was & cen-
tralizetion of en organized government in Englend with the
breeking up of foudsliem we now find Parlisment tekivg in-
terest in legislati~n for the wages of lszborers. The regup.
lation of wages took on & nationsl scope rather than srmere
logal affair of the gvilds and coporations. Wages and hours
of lstor are brought within the scope of'?arliament.ll

The Development of Trade and Commerce, Foreign
and Domestio

The ri=e of the capitalist olass is closely conneated
with trade and commerce. One of the great features of the
sixteenth century is the hevelopment of the comrercial spi-
rit, which in turn rmeant more wealth for some. There was
a great desire to grow rich, and trade and commerce were the
means. 1In tho earlier kiddle Ages men had desired to accu-
mlate land, but now land is replaced b& money. It caerried
power and influence and it distinguished the old from the
news The military aristocracy is being replaced by = com-

meragial and money-making aristooracy. This sooial structure

1l.- A. 231131’&. "Henry VII", P. 46, i




was the basis for the great chartered trading companies.
The great expenditurc and show of wealth of the court of
Henry VIIi set an examplo for the wealthy to follow.

Henry VII wade it his business to advance the com-
merce of Inglend. His work was largely devoted to promo-
ting England’e overseas cormerce. Henry made cormercial
treatics with most of the states in western Europe. Trade
and sormercec become a national eonoern rather than wmerely
8 logal enterprise. The trade whioh England did have at the
time of Henry VII was monopolized by one or two sorporations.
The individual was too weak t; carry on foreign trade by
himself. Lenry VII wanted to build up a native Englich trade.
Forelgn merchants at the time were ocntrolling most of the.
trade in Fngland end there were rany complaints by the Eng-
lishmen to that faot, boosuee the foreigners did not have to
pey taxes. Henry acsessed these foreilgrn merchants twice as
ruch &3 he did the loeozl men. In ;478 he pessed a statute
that forbade the taking of money out of Fngland without his
pérmiggion, compelling the foreign merschants to spend their
money on lnglish goods. In 1487 this aet weaec made perpetunal.
ft besame & poenal offense to take more thaﬁ ten orowns in
cagh from the aountry.l2 This was not only aimed at the
irish foreign merchants to kecp the cheap Irish silver out

of Englend and to hold up the worth of money at home, but

12, H. A. FPisher, op. oit., p. 105,




