Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
5-1-1947

The Political and Economic Conditions in England in Their
Relation to the English Reformation

Earl C. Kettler
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_kettlere@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the History of Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation

Kettler, Earl C., "The Political and Economic Conditions in England in Their Relation to the English
Reformation" (1947). Bachelor of Divinity. 208.

https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/208

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F208&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1182?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F208&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/208?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F208&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

THE POLITICAL AMD ECONOMNIC CONDITICHS
IN EHCLAUD IV THEIR RELATION
9C THR ENGLISH REFCRUATION

A Thesin Zrosented to
The Faoulty of Conoordia Seminary

Jepartnent of Historioel Theology

In rPortiel Fulfllliment
¢f the Reguiremonte for the Degreo
Bagnelor of Divinity

by
narl O, Hettler

llay 1947 \
Approved by: % ‘)4'11 £ -
/




L 1

el

THE PCLITICAL AND ROONCHMIC CONDITIONS
I” ‘TuLuHD I THEIR RELATICH
TO THE Ei IG- ISH REFORUIATION

Chaptor Page

IﬂtrOduatiﬂn----..-_-----..-- -----1

I. The Ripse of Hatiomoliem in England in the Fif-
teenth and Sixteenth Conturiep=~=---- -3
The S‘rug gle between York &nd Lanocaoter for the
Throne in uivil 171 T o e

11,

I1L.

IV,

Henry VII's Sucaension to the Throne and Hie
Att Oﬂilt 3] ta U ni te b‘acti"ns--------—-
d1? "roblem of Fatablishing Eis Risht tO

tho ThronGe-- ——— -5
‘ho Resistance of the Yorkists; Hanry s
riumph ee- - -
Gonatitutional Agpeats of the Government for
Centralization ——— cacnas] ()
Tre Zarliswent and the Growth of the
Konnrahy- ——ecsecccce=e==]()
The Court System; the btar Charber Erpha-
8iZ00=—m—n=a 16

"‘ﬂ Problem of axation and Vhat 1t Heant=--18
Foreign Poliasics of England tend to Avoild Var
to leintain Pence ——memea==2]
Tudors Tend to Follow and Insular Polioy
to Prowoto Wolfare of England 22
Political Relations with Frong@ee=ececc=eee=aj
Relations with Spein-- ——— = 28
Rolotions with 209tlenlfececccccccccncanaae?()
felatlions with the Papeoye—===cccacceccaeco=j]

The Uroaking Up of the Foonomic Feudal System
Brought about Greater Centralizatione-—e—-eee-su-33
The Creation of tho low Contrye—eecccccnccacneea2d
The Moonomic Revolution Wes Being Completod-----34
‘sriaulture-—-----------------------—------54
Cavitel ond Lahor Claos@f=remcmcccaccacanea3d
Trade and Commerge, Foreign end Domestig==~41
The Rise and Fall of the ToMBw=e=——nce=caadb
The Guild Systonesescacccaccccncccncacaca=aly

The Church Stood in the aay of Farther
Dﬂvelor]'ron'l,—- -y -----—---52
The Temporal Fower of the Popc e 653
The Landnnldihcc of the Church in Englande=e=e-=59
The Foelesiastiocel Couxt qutor Gpposed Cen=
trﬂli Eltion 5 S E» . -------65
Zapal Pinance Was and Is Not with Cpposition====70

The Bre:k with the Church of Rome===- - 76
Cpposition apainst the Papacy had a long His-

Dry---—-'--—-——-—------------ - eman ',5




T =XoT

RS

T 14

The Divorge tWine Used by Henry VIII ae a <ro-

tOIt fD:I.' t1"0 E:roa}f— - ------------79
Aotions Iuring the Breach with Romre- ———=B2
The Break with Rome Was Iot Dootrinsl, but a

Areak from Rome's POwWere==ee==- 86

Conolusione=ececccea- Er - 89




THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN
ENGLAND IN THEIR RELATION TO
THE ENGLISH REFORMATION

Introduotion

The Reformation which took place in England in the
first part of the sixteenth century was not actually a
sudden upheaval. It had its origins and some of its
oauses in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.

We are asoncerned here with the influence that the
political and economic conditions in England had on the
English Re:f.’o\rmut:lon. Although, the actions in the break
vith the Roman Church oovercd a period of only a few years,
the causes for those aotions 1ie in the previous growth of
England, politieslly and ecomomically. An aotion, as far
réeaching, as the repudiation of the papao‘y. certainly did
not come about over night. Its causes lie mmch deeper than
merely a breach of eccnon law.

It will be shown that during the fifteenth century,
rartioularly with the accession of the Tudors to'the throne
0f England, there was & definite rise in nationalistic feel-
ing and spirit. England developed along different lines




from the sountries on the continent. There had never been
8n emperor in power over England. Monarchy in England was
the type of government to whioh Englishmen were accustomed.
The Tudors established firmly the national monarchy in Egg-
land. fThis gave rise to a nationalistic spirit, and to
%0nsolidation, all of which brought sbout a definite oon-
fliet with the interests of the Papacye

Economically, ¥ngland was at that time coming to the
fore, It inareaaéd in wealth and in influence through its
trade and commerae. It will be shown hew the break up of
fendalism in Ingland waes blocked by a medieval and feuda-
listic type of church government in England. The ohuroh was
Bt1ll back in the Liddle Ages with its feudolism, while the
state was trying to move forward with the advanee of eco-
nomio improvement.

The true character of the English Reformation is best
Bummed up in the words of Innes: "The movement was one in
Which meny factors were at worke. MNoralists, theologians,
Politicians, ell had their share in it. In its essence,
however, the Reformation was a revolt against conventions
vhich had lost the justification of the conditions that had
brought them into being, and had besome fetters upon in-
telleatual an% spiritual progress instead of aids to its

advancement, "

l. A. D, Innes, England Under the Tudoxrs, P. 84.




I. Ri Hationaliem in England
1n°the Toth —m‘%re'ﬂa%rm

War was & common thing for England and its people du-
Ting the fourteenth ana fifteenth centuries. In 1337 the
Hundred Years' wWar began, in which England and France
fought innumerable battles. This was a time of expeditioms
aoross the chammel to conquer Frenoh lande. It was a time
fraught with uprising in England itself, of discontent over
texation whioch the kings of England made in order to carry
out the war against France, and of brutality which constant
warfare brings, espcoially where there is no aentralized
power to sontrol these outward burste of passion. The Hun-
dred Years' War lasted through many campaigns and sapped
the strength of England and its feudal kings. In the end,
however, France was lost, Normandy was lost, and all that
remained from the fighting was Calais. The final struggle
of this war was fought in Guienne at the Battle of Cas-
tillon,

The Struggle between York and Lancaster

Ho soonmer had the Hundred Years' War come to an un-
susoessful close, as far as aoquiring land was concerned,
than another strugecle began, this time within Englend it-
Belfs This is known as the War of the Roses. It was a
strusgie between two great baronial houses, that of Lan-
caster and York, each contending for the throne of England.




During the last years of the Hundred Years' War in
France Henry VI was on the throne in England, He was ra-
ther a weakling of a king. His polioy makers were. Suffolk
and Somerset, and they were losing the war in France, In
1450 already there wore grumplings in England against the
King for permitting their policies to be carried out. The
Duke of York returned from Franoce tohead the opposition
8gainst Henry VI. Suffolk was killed by insurrectionists,
but Henry VI retained Somerset. The Commons beoked the Duke
0f York and wantcd to declare him heir to the- throme. York
aleo olaimed lineage from Edward III., Thus the two sides
began to form, thus begon a struggle which marks the "be-
glnning of the dynastic as opposed to the oonstitutional
struggle between York and Somerset. "2 The House of Lancas-
ter had some into eontrol during the fourteenth century un-
der Henry IV end contimmed to rumle through Henry V to this
time of Henry VI.

The oauses of the War of the Roses are many and varied.
Some "oen see in the War of the Roses nothing but a great
faotion fight for power, between two family sllianaes of
over-great baroniel houses, led respeotively by York end
Somerset. Again it hes been argned with some plausibility
that the whole struggle wes the just nemesis for the law-
less spirit bred in the nation by forty years of unright-
éous warfare in France, that it was inevitable that magnates

s C. Oman, The History of England (1377-1485), p. 352.




Who had besome demoralized by & long career of military
8dventure shoud finally turn their swords against each
other, since the traditions of faith, loyalty and moder-
ation had becn forgotten in the all absorbing econtinen-

tal war,m
Henry ViI's Succession to the Throne

Whatever the causes may have been, the results were
devastating to the existing order of feudalism and ‘ba;ronial
Power in Fnglend, The great land owners fought each other
With the result that there were very few left at the end of
the war. ihere there were no heirs there land went by es-
cheat to the king. Although he could not hold it, he could
868 that it wae reseived by the right psople. The immediate
outoome of the War of the Roses, however, politieally, was
that in 1485 the Earl of Richmond became King Henry VII of
England. The Duke of York was slain early in the war. In
1461 Edward IV beceme King, but in 1483 Richard III usurped
the throne. The Earl of Richmond, however, invaded England
frox France in 1485. Richard wes killed in the Battle of
Bosworth, to bring en end to the House of York as the ruling
monarchy in England, in favor of the House of Lancaster.

The Problem of Establishing His Right to the Throne

The War of the Roses had removed Henry VII's competi-

Be Ibid.o. Pe 353.




tors for the orowm vory rapidly. Richard III had helped
Henry's osuse along, unkmowingly; by sssassinmating the two
Princes, heirs to the throne, in the Tower: "The assassi-
nation of the princes in the Tower, far from smoothing
Richard's thorny path, rendered the world too emall to hold
both him and the Farl of Richmond; end the War of the Roses
Oluminated in a duel. Neither competitor eould be safe, so
long as the other 1lived; the question for both was one of
the orown or of death by battle, murder, or attainder.sses
The Battle of Bosworth settled tho issme in Henry's favor,
but it was mainly a personal matter, If Henry wza t.o Ireep
the throne, he muet oreate his own oredentials,™

Hevertheless, Henry would now have to establish himself
on the throne and prove his right to be there. The people
had not disliked Richard's rule too mich, therefore, Honry
wuld have to prove himself.

Henry VII was of a Welsh family., He was a descendant
0f John of Gaunt through his mother, lHargaret Beaufort. The
Beauforts hed sprung from unlawful union between John of
Gaunt end Catherine Swynford, and were declared legitimate
by Richard II. However, a olause was later inserted which
barred them from the throne of England. It was upon this
disputed descent from John of Gaunt that Henry VII attempted
to olaim legal right to the throne of England. He oou:'l.d. not

press this legel olaim of descent from the House of Lanecas-

4, A. Pollard, The Reign of Henry VII from Contemporazy
jources, Intro. Vol. I, p. 16e

_



ter, however, lest Parlisment change its attitude on the
disputed relationship, But Henry VII saw a solution to
this problem. He merried Flisabeth, the deughter of Rd-
Ward IV, uniting the two faotions of Lanocaster and York.
The two parties were unitod.

The uniting of tho two feotions, however, wes, to
88y the least, one of Henry's minor problems. He wanted
to establish a firm govermnment, en absolute monarchy, a.
thing vhish England had not experienced before in its his-
tory. He intonded to roise the power of the king from that
0f & powerfnl baron or Pendsl lord to =n absolute monarch
8t the heed of o centralized government. He, therefore,
gatherod about him = body guard end & council of men who
would be loyal to him ond his cause. His r;al probler vwas
10t 20 ruch a perty ratter; it was rather a matter of a
frame of mind, or, a ohange of mind on the part of the
People. At this time there was general disrespeat for daw
8nd order. Ilen of 21l olaseses wanted their will to domi-
nate. "The great politicnl heed of the time was the sub-
Jection of the over-mighty subjeot, the restraint of the
Individual greed end irresponsible power, by the g::l.l‘.l of
the commnity in the interests of law and order." The
law wae considered by many mercly a.s a mezns of oppres-
elon, and respecat for law and order did not increase as

the eentury drew to ite end.

Be Ibid., PPe 17 ££.



There were two things in Henry's favor to carry out
his policy of centralization and the establishing of a
strong monarch., The old inobility was exhausted. They
00uld not fight him. They were not only deoimated, but
Were nearly wiped out. The mass of the population.wes
weary of war and fighting, and, despite its 1awlesangss,
was willing and ready to have an orderly government.
Therefore, Henry wanted a oourse that was between absolu-
tism and anarchy. "The actuasl method evolved was the con-
centration of all oontrol in the hands of the King, aoccom-
Panied by a politic observance of the law, as the law was
then conceived to be, and a very keen attention to the
limits of popular em’lv.r&:n'me.“7

Ihe Resistange of the Yorkists; Hen_:_-x"a Triumph

The objeet of Henry VII's polioy was to concentrate 3
oontrol in his own hands. He, therefore, wanted to make
sure thet none of his subjeats whould be powerful enough
to challenge his =uthority, and raise the standard of re-
Volt, The old nobility was almost wiped out. For the daugh-
ters of York Henry chose insignifioant husbands who would or
could csuse little trouble for him. "Henry was well pleased
that his subjeats should gather sufficient riches’ to fecl
& strong interest in the maintenanoeaof order, but not e-

nough to use it to oreate disorder." He did not use the

6. A. D. Innes, op. ocit., p. 44,
7. Ibid.
8. Ibid.. Do 47,




mobles as his ministore eny more than he eould help. He
Tether relied on & srall groun of ecunoillors, many of
Whom were churchmen,

Henry VII's zeign, howevor, wee not to be begun g0
Peaoefully. There were plots and rumors of plote against
hir. Yet he survived thor all and procecded to esteblish
his throne and earzy out his policies of ocontralization of
govornment. He toured Fngland to show the people that he
meant to stuy on tho throne. He wanted the Yorkist clairs
to be forgotten and hireelf to be recognized cs king for
oll time and poople.

Porhaps the most oonolusive argument to the sunocesc
of Henry's administration wes the feeble indietment which
Perkin Warbeok brought whon he attempted to take the throne
from Henry. warbeak wee a protendei end was baoked parti-
oularly b; Seotliand, which hed nlvays becn an enemy to Fng-
lands Henry triecd metrimony between his dsmghter largeret
and Jares LV, but James refuped. Warbeck with the aid of
the Saote .invadcd Ingloand in 1497.' &_‘noy timed it with the
uprisinge in Cornwall and ¥ent, who were rebelling cgeinot
paying taxes., Henry suaccsefully ropuleed bLoth. An ulti-
ratum to Sootland failed to produce Werbeok. The latter,
however, wentto Ireland to gein another following for the
lost eause of the 7hite Rose. fThen, onse agsin he tried
hie luok et hurling Henry fror his throne. With eix to
eight thounand ren he invaded southern England, hoping to
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find @ following cmong the insurrectionists. Henry's for-
088 drove iurbeck:'s army back into the sea, with Warbeok
taking fefuge in an Abboy (of Beaulieun), thus taking ad-
Ventage of the right of sanotusry, & mmeh abused right,
and one which Henry dia not recognize. Throwing himself
on the meroy of the ¥ing, Werbeck gave up, &rd later wus
led to the blodk for his intrigues. Thus Henry VII wse
boginning to ectablish his position solidly for himsolf and
for tho Tudors to follow him. They had passed some &iffi-
oult hurdles in turbnlent times. But absolute monarchy
wae well on the way.

The Constitutionsl Agpecte of tho Govermment for
Centrelization

Zoxligrent and the Growth of the Monarohy
The resl power of meking laws was in the hands of the

orown. Legislation grew out of juricdiotion, beginning as
Judgments of & oourt. ¥ven though the laws were enacted in
Parliasment, yet tﬁc:,v wore enacted by the Crown. "iany of
Henry VIi's Acts, indeocd, begin "Prayen the Commons:' but
many othere, 'The King Remenbering,' without tgo leget in-
diontion of advice or consent by anyone else."™ Parlia-

zent was setuslly in the hand:-:_of t:e Crown.
In Honry's reign there was yet no such thing as "lLords'

9. A. Pollaxd, ope oite, peo S2e




0F Commons' Journals." We know of merely tho "Rolls of
Parliament.” These "Rolls" were the records of & aourt,

kept by royal clerks. Parliament as such roally had no
officiels of its own. Chansery was the office of Parlia-
nent and supplied the rachinery that Parliament possessed.
There 1s nothing colled the House of Lords, "and it 1s not
till 154% that we get the earliest reference to a 'House of
Lordp, 'm The Cormons did mot have muoh to sey in the
Parliement, Thoy appearcd in Parliament on rare ocoasions
to hear the chancelloxr's opening speech, to present the Spea-
ker, or to ennounsce by his mouth the result of their delib-
orations. "They only appesr at the bar, and gemerally on
their knees, and the Speaker slone of '_the Commons may speak
in the lParlioment chember. "11 The Commons had their owm
house, but %thoy did not have complet freedom. 3Bills usually
vere passed by the Xing through the Speaker and the Lords
before they were introduoed into the House of Commons.

Henry VII oould, therofore, run the Parliament. Con-
stitutional questions involved in his reign were first
rassed on by his judges before they were introduced into
Parlisment., His statutes, however, were not muoh more than
enforgement of oxisting laws. Hie novel legidlations were
the Poynings' Laws, the restristion of benefit of clergy
and the right of sanstuery, the subjection of muniocipal law-

10. A. Pollard, op. oit., De 34.
11, Ibid.
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meking to the supervieion of Chancery and the protection
Biven to the subjeots of a de faoto king against prose-
oution for tresson. Henry, however, tried to enforce the
existing laws by exeoution.

The faot thet Henry VII could run his own parliament
81d suseeed in teking prerogatives which mo other king had
ettempted shows us that the feudal system of government was
breaking upe The idea of an absolute king was something
D6W. A= yot there had been no definition of the preroga-
tives of a national king. In the Hiddle Ages the prerogetive
of & king referred to him as & feudal lord. He deslt with
his subjects and stood in relation to them as tenant to
landlsrd. Formerly the king did not make his sphere of in-
fluence extond to all Englishmen. The extent of his power
Was undetermined, His power over more of his subjeots would
8nd could only develop with the elimination of feudal ideas
of government. fThen, too, there had to be a gradmnal destruo-
tion of medievel "liberties," which kept so much of the coun-
try out of the national system, and subjected it to private
Jurisdiotion. Back in 1348 the Commons had petitioned a-
gainst these foudal liberties which they said destroyed aom-
mon law and oppressed the peoplé. And now Parliament was
transferring these liberties to the orown. "That Parliament
should have cuthority to destroy a single privilege was it-
Belf an anti-feudal ide: comneoted with the growth of na-

12
tional sovereignty and of statute law."

12. Ibidl ] P. 31.




The idea that the Crown should have certain powers
W8 a graduel prosces. It tended to monopolize liberties
through attainder and forfeiture. The king, as we heve
goen, wes first regnrded as a great fewdal magnate. His
PoVer wes smell and the need for defining what powers he
ehould have grew only with the new monerchy of Henry VII,
end with the coneentration in his hends the fragments of
Sovereign power, oslled liberties, which previously some
of the mightier subjeats poscessed. Lews had gradually
oome to take their place ghrough guilds, merohant orga-
nizations, the Chureh, Parlisment, and City Councile. Ri-
Ghard II had olaimed £or the national monarch some of the
legislative prerogatives possessed by Roman Emperors. Then
thls conseption modified by feudal ideas and customary law
bosame the basis for modern royal prerogative. "It was
8till in 1485 in a crnde, amorphous condition without de-
finite limitations, because men only troilgle to limit pow-
'8 vhich may conceivably be exeroised." Hor example:
there werc mo limitc on o monaroh's army simply because he
never had the money to provide for ono.

It is truo, then, that Henry VII laid the foundation
for an absolute monarchy. He was not bound by soruples or
Prinoiples in seouring the Crowa against the Yorkist heirs.
Ho paoifiocd the gountry and repaired the waste of the oeivil
ware He confiseatod the estates of the rebellious and filled

13, Ibid.
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the national coffers. He used attainder to ruin Fnglish
Peerage which removed the traitor and disqualified his fa-
pily from taking any place of power. In short, feudalism
was finished off by Henry VII. We might say that he took
8vay the top of the pyramid of feuwdalism by destroying

any semblance of power emong his subjeots. Royalty mar-
ried only royalty, with rere exceptions. Parliament could
not and did not stop him. "Henry VII, like Ferdinand of
Aragon, preferred to govern by means of lawyers and church-
Den; they could be rewarded by judgeships a?g. bishoprics,
and required no grants from royal estates.” then Henry
VIII oame to the throno he had a clear title and the af-
feotions of nis people.

Parliement at this time somewhat disgusted some of the
P°°P1]€.‘B L common phrsse was: "A plague on both your hou-
Bes, " They were efter materisl gain. Therefore, Parlia-
ment played only s modest part in the first Tudor's reign.
It aia, however, prove to be a stumbling block to the arown
at tires, especially whon the king wanted money. ' The king
vas foroced to give in at times in return for money grants
and levying of taxes., Parliament did not mind that the
king confiscated church property or the barnoial estates,
for the more the king got by himself, the less they would
.be required to give him. But when Henry VII restored to the

14, A. Pollard, Henrx VIII, p. 3%
16, Ibid. 4 i




Orown eli the londs whioh had belonged to Honry VI and con-
fiseated the rroperty of his vanquished enemies, Parliament
Mt in @ olauge, just as & cheok, which stated: M"the rents
vere not to be taken in ensamplo to the kings of Znglend in
time to oome. “]-j It is well to remembor, howover, that at
this time ropresentative government in Murope was going out.
It survived in Inglend, even though the two Honrys did not
neke moh uege of thoir perliswents, exoept to approve their
policies.

In order to Xeep in mind the importance of the meaning
of this growth of the power of the king in relation to the
ohuroh #nd later developments under Henry VIII we shounld un-
derstand that at {he time of Henry VII wo have the turning
roint of govermment. This was the time of the development of
western civilization. We might say thaet this is the begin-
ning of modern history. The idea of a medieval monarchy
vith two heeds, pope and king, was fust fading away. They
were boginning to be separate polities and independent of
each other., fThe ohurch could not and would not be permit-
ted to stand in ihe way of these edvances of mationel gov-
erments. The struggle between fendeliem and monarchy is
being won by nonarchy. There is a beginning of internel u-
nity. This is the beginning of the growth of royel suthori-
Ty within & nation. The king beceme the omblem of netional

[r——

16 H. A. Fisher, The History of England, From the
losession of Henry VI1'to the Dtk of Honte ViiT-p. 10.

s = el ——
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mity, he became the pivot point, Previously parliament
had failed and Lancestrien rule had run into ansrchy and
01vil war. Now there was more of a popﬁlar demand for a
firm hand, ".t'h:.is must be so, otherwise it is impossible
to explain how Henry VII so consolidated the power of his
rule, and how Henry VIII ruled as an absolute monarch and
vas able to do the impossible---bresk away from the power
of Rome. The king ia goverrment now, not parliament. Wars
had cooled the people'"s love for liberty and "impaired their
faith in parliement. It is a modern myth that Englishmen
have always been consumed with enthusiasm for parliamentary
government. "17

Ihe Court System; Star Chamber

In order to further chow the aonsolidation of power in
the hands of the king we turn to the court system, particu-
larly what ie known as the Court of the Star Chambor. This
branch of the government was another instrument in the king's
hands to hold the berons end officials in cheok. The king,
now, not only hed the King's Couneil in parlisment in whieh
elso the barons functioned, but also his counsellors formed
this "Out of Parliament Council."™

The Court of the Star Chamber Aame about by the Star
Chamber Act of 1487, slthough it had a long history. In

1365 & select body of counsellors set for judicial business

17. A. Pollerd,"Henry VIII"™, pe. 33,
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in & room called Star Chember, so nemed beocsuse of the
stars on the ceiling. Henry VI had called offenders be-
fore himself or his council for riots, extortions and op-
Preselons. Cases of common law were sent before the judges.
4n Lot of 1453 pimilar to the one of 1487 oould also be
sonsidered tre foundation of the Star Chamber. Henry's
Aot merely extended the 1ist of offenses whioh were to oome
under its jurisdietion. He gave statuary sanetion to the
issuing of writs of the Grest and Privy Seal, and geve it
the power to examine defendants under oath. ZLater the jim-
risdiction of the Court wae also gradually extended beyond
the 1imits of the Aot of 1487 to inolude ocases of forgery,.
perjury, contempt of proolamation, frauds, duels, and other
offenoes.le

The reason that the Star Chamber extended its juris-
diotion was because of the break down of the Jury systenm.
The status of the court system was rather poor. "Trial by
Jury might in effeet be a contest in perjury, and (that)
the gonscience of jurors wes seldom proof against the pres-
sure of bribery or foree that might be brought to bear upon
them by their powerful neighbors. It should mo doubt, be re-
membered that the judicial funotions now discharged by jJuries
vwere something new, and that jurors probably still regarded

themselves as 1ittle more than witnesses, expected to do

18. A. Pollard, "Henry VII", p. 39.
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their best for thoir friends and mot to judgo impartielly
betweon the perties to the suit. "19 One of the funotione of
the 8tar Chember, therofore, wms to put grester fear into
the tmospassers ming then the loosl magnetes could do. The:
Court of Star Chombeor was Justified in its exigtenge in
this that it wes oble to be indopendent enourh end powerful
enough not to be in denger of being intimidated and bribed
by the weulthy, It wee able to teke up cases with vhich the
ordinary eourte would heve difficulty in dealing. "In ox-
ereising this Tunction the Connail pratieally care to re-~
80lve itpelf into a iundieisl comr:ittee, moeting in & room
Imovm ar the Star Cherber,....ebsorbing into its hands of-
fencer in the notter of 'maintenance’ end: livery'e«...prac-
tices vhior e nehility hed indnlged in for the regnifica-
tion of their houscholds, and the provigion of & military
o1 owing-~~ona being peenlierly subjcot to the roysal in-
fluence, 1t wos exoocdingly usedful to the King in keepting
the beronage within bounds. "20 Thus Eenry VII could carxry
on his policy o contralization as this Court proceeded to
destroy the fendsl cristooraoy.

Zhe Problem of Tezation

Howavesr, in order to understand that not &ll was o "bed

0f roses" for the oauce of the Red Rose one need only mention

taxation. e levying of texes wes always one of thec oeuses

194 Ibiﬂo, Pe 40, °
20. A. D, Innes, op.oit., p. 48,
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0f difficultios for theking. It plagued the Tudors.

farliamentary taxation was unpopula:;. There:l'ore'. Henry

VII had to rely on rovenue from land, upon customs and
foreign treaties. ilot only thuf. During his reign Henry
VII hed two expert money men, Empson snd Dudley who ac-
quired for the king not a little money for his treasury.
They extortea money for him through fines and imprisomments.
Vhen Henry VIII came to the throne he tried to right this
wrong by permitting those who had suffered from Empson and
ludley to appeal for payment.

The Tudor kings soon oame to realize that taxation was
an easy way to stir up the masses and incite the anger of
Perliament. It helped to shape internal and foreign poli-
0les, fThe affect of Henry VIII's and Wolsey's poliey of war
in Europe in 1522 resulted in inoreased loans and taxes.

When paerliement would not give what Wolsey wanted to wage

war he proposed and "Amiosble Grent" whioh really amounted tO
an inoome tax., An insurreoction broke out in Suffolk. There
vas talk against the king and the ocardinal. Wolsey desided
to withdraw the fixed ratio and began to meke peace in Europe
with Franeis, and King Henry began to have thoughts of re-
moving his cardinel minister.

Taxes and rumors of taxes were the occasion of most re-

2l A. Pollard, "Henry VII", p. 40: "Queen Elimabeth
onoe admitted to a fyveign diplomat that there was plenty
:{ money in England but that it was difficult of extrac-
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volts during the Tndor period. The Cornishmen revolted
because they refused to be taxed for the fight with Soot-
lend. "The rioters who slew the Earl of Northumberland

in 1489, 'denied their taxed to pay. it The amount of
money, however, which was asked of the people was not a
great amount. It was not as great as the ory which was
Talsed against it. Then why such great oppositdon? Per-
haps the answer 1ies in these three‘ faocts: 1. Direct
taxation was spasmodic and not an annual affair to which
mén would grow acoustomed. Taxes were voted only about
0noe in every eix years. This irregularity caused the
pooj:le to look upon taxes, not as their duty, dbut as some-
thing with which the king bothered them every so often;

% There wze still a lack of national sentiment among the
reople. Too many thought in feudal terms, in a locel senmse,
énd not in national terms. The Cornishmen are perfect ex-
amples of this. They asould see no reason why they should
have to pay taxes to defend the country against the Scots;
and, 3. The manner in vwhich the tax was assessed caused re-
sentment, especislly on the pert of the wealthier indivi-
duals. Henry wanted to reduce the nobility. The taxes
Wwere light enough on the towns and oities in gemeral, but
heavy on individuels. Henry VII used forced loans and be-

nevolences to raise money., Thus the upper and middle clas-

22, Ibid., p. 75, from "Skelton's Lament" on the
Death of the Earl,"
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BB were also assessed for money.

What does texation have to do with centralisation and
the growing power of the monarchy? The faot that the king
levied taxes illustrotes the progreses of the national gov-
érnment. It illustrates the faet that the more powerful the
government was, the more funds were required to run it pro-
perly, It meant that the people of Englend would have to
¢ive for national protection, for the general growth and pros-
perity of the country as a whole under one unified government.
The uprisinge against taxations, however, illustrate the fact
that some parts of England were still under feundalism and
redieval local liberties. They were indifferent to nation-
8l growth. DBut it must be remembered that this indifference
¥as not a general thing throughout England. Otherwise Henry
VII would never have succceded in building the foundation for
8 centralized government. Henry VIII would not have been s0
Bucsessful if all England would have still been under feudal
influence. This mgainy shows the progress of Henry VII's po-
lioies. For the lidlands, the South and the East never srose
in conspiracy or resentment against Henry VII because of
texation. There, feudalism, was fast fading away and the
new national spirit of independence and unity was taking shape.

Foreign Policies Tend to Avoid War
and liaintain Peace for Growth

The wars which Fngland had waged on the gontinent had

23« A. Pollard, "Henxry VII", I, p. 41.
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never gained them anything permanent, but rather had weak-
ened the nation internally. Henry VII knew his limitations.
Ho knew that 4o try to renew, for instance, the strugele
0f regaining Franse would be costly to Englend and ahove all
wonlad rnin his ghances of, ostablishing firmly his reign.
Benry nacomplished the objests that he had set before him-
BOLY and refrained from taking up quests which wonld have
1ed him into disaster. His foreipgn polioy was cautiocuves and
foreign dominntion end inflmence was looked mpon with dis-
favor. FHenry VII wos & "pationt and grim diplomatist,
lagking the flemboyent spirit of Honry VIII end FMiszebeth,
and he never anpesled to the mob, which never applaudet'l;
for wisdom is not a populer quality. But none knew his
meiners better, or 4id his work more ocompletely. Hie
presoription for "mpelend's disorders wes a sedetive toned
vith iron end administered with nnflinohing resolution. He
confined to the bounds of law and order a liberty thet hed
Tun riot over the Nend; ond he gave the '.li."ni;lish Stste a
tranewprk of strength and uwnity that withstood the disrup-
tive force of ecclesiaptinal revolution. "24

Iundor Insvier Poliey

Henry VII followed an insular polioy. His work was
gentered in I'mglend. He was indifferent to Furope and
stayed eway from its counoile. liost of thé eountries, he

—

24, Ibid., p. 70. 7
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felt, were too far away from England for him to be eoncerned
with them. He joined the Holy League as & -muttor of form. ge
Perhaps, his aloofness of foreign entanglements sprang from
his early aoquaintance of their aonditons and their politiocs
before he beocme the king of England. The aim of his deal-
ings with other sountries was for the welfare of his own
eountry. Then, too, he knew that war meant taxation, and
taxation was always bad for it meant discontent and friotion.
It involved waste and brought about weakness.

Yet, Henry VII was often in a favored position over a-
$ainst the European powers. "He was no believer in peace at
8ny price, on the contrary, he always obtained a very high
price for his peace, His subjeots paid him to levy war and
his enemies bribed him to refrain. "26 In general, his game
Was to play until he had the advantage. He kept his sub-
Jeots in readiness for war just emough to aollect funds and
yet not have to spend the money in actual battle.

Let us see how his policies worked out, first, in France.

Relations with France |

England was low as a maritime power at this time. It
had lost most of its trade, exocept with Flanders in Franae,
and most of that was carried by foreign vessels. France
vas fast becoming a nation and England could not think of
regaining lost territory there, although the king of England

26. Ibid. s Pe 62,
26. Ibid.
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8til]l held the title ae King of France. Brittany became a
vassal of Franoce under force. Henry wanted to win it back.
. He made an slliance with Spein, by marrisge, to help him.
Duchess Anne of Brittany was forced to sign it over to Hen-
T¥, but soon lost it when Anne married the King of France in
1491, Henry decided on wer against France. In the fall of
1492 he headed an army against France. But there was not
meh fighting. He quiokly signed a peace treaty with Charles
VIII of Franee, who agreed to pay for the expenses which
Brittany had inourred when England gave her aid. The peace
Was signed at Etaples. It was Henry VII's first and last
foreign war. He was, by the way, acoused of putting on gv
sham battle in order to colleect money from his subjeats.
There were several reasons why Henry did not press the
var against France. In the first place, it would begin
anew the Hundred Years' War, and he couldn't afford that.
Yet, if France gained the upper hand she would move to the
coast and dominate the channel shipping end trade and be
England's rivel on the sea., On the other hand, if Henry
wongout, England would have complete aontrol over the sea
lanes. But one of the main reasons why the so-called war
on France lasted only a month was heocsuse Ferdinand in
Spain failed to live up to his promises. He gave no help
to Henry and Henry knew when he could win and when he opnld

2% H. A. Figher, op. oit., p. 46.




not, Ferdinsnd's promise hed been worthless. He had wan-
ted Henry to Pight France so that he oould gain Rousillon
énd Cerdagne for Spain. After his aims were acoomrplished
he signed & tresty with France in 1493, It is true that
Henry might have supported wprisings in Britteny egainst
France, but, he Imew the Bretons were not willing for a
death struggle against the union with France. But the im-
portant thing for ue to remember ig that in these dealings
with Franoe, Henry VII did not oome out the loser for Eng-
land. "Pesce had ite prequisites no less than war, and
Henry returned from Rtavles, if not with honor, at leest
vith subetentiel profits. Charles VIII---gdmitted Hen-
ry's title to the Fnglish throne, and paid him & handsome
ammuity to refrein from claiming the Frenoh."ze

Henry VIi's peace with France was important becevse
France haed elweye been Fnglend's rivel and it was important
that he haove pesce with her. France was nearer then eny
other Europesn power and Henry believed in pesce with those-
ebout him., When Frence turned to conquer in Lombsrdy and
Ferdinand to Naples, Henry did not intervene. Rivalry be-
tween these two greaet Cetholioc powers gave England the chence
to oome to the front as e nation, - It also opened the way for
the Reformetion in Fnglend, for the two great Roman Catholio

countriee on the continent were not united to stop it or do

28. A. Pollard, "Henry VII", D. 55.




enything about Henry VIII and his break with Rome.

Wo ought to consider here whether or mot the foreign
Policies nf son Henry VIII were not completely opposed to
those of his father. Henry VIII began where his fether
left off, Hip foreign polioy was perheps more active than
his father's, yet he did not commit himself to all out war
or foolishly throw away whet his father had gained in the
growth of Ingland among the nations of Europe. Henry VIII
was more powerful. He swung the balance of power in Europe
to the advantage of England, both politiecally and economi-
%ally. Henry VIII was the first of the English kings to be
eduoated under the new influense of the Renaissance. At
firet he wes hesded for an esclesiasticsl training, merely
and moetly because it wee more easonomical for his father to
provide for his educetion out of ecclesiastiocal revemues.
Henry VIII was a man of sbility snd with a unique personal-
ity. It must be so, for he broke away from Roman power with
one blow, and that not with force of arms for he had only a
fow "pensioners and yeomen of the guard. "29

low by the time thet Henry VIII ocame to the throne in
1509, France seemed lost to England, nevertheless Henry kept
his eyes open, and whoﬁ he had & chance to ally with the
Pope and Louis XII and Ferdinand in 1511 agasinst France, he
did so. But Henry had yet to learm that Ferdinand was
not to be relied upon. The English skirmish under Dorset

29. Ibid-. De e
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8gainst the French camo to naught. In 1513 hie navy wae
defeated in the ahannel. However, Henry did find some suo-
Géss with an army in Flanders. Henry's objeot in holping
the Pope expel the Ffench from Italy was m;t without pur-
pPose. He wanted the Pope to deoclare him ruler of France

and all the territory he could onnquar.so In 1522 Henry
Wwaged another war against France, under the direotion of

his Cardinal Wolsey, who also had his personal sims of be-
coming pope. But the lack of moncy stopped him. Charles I,
Emperor, captured Francis I of France, which left the be-
lance of power in Furope with Charles. The' policy of lWolsey
énd of Henry in France was to take what they could get with-
out too much expense. This was a time of power politics, and
the survival of the strongest and the most powerful. In
1516 after Charles had become king of Spain and Francis re-
pleced Louis XII, Wolsey saw 7it to conolude a treaty be-
tween the great powers. /ar was becoming to0 expensive.
Besides, Wolsey asould take the honor of being the pezce-mak-
er outside of Rome. Thus London became a diplomatic center,
the diplomatic center of Furope. Nor wes the Pope excluded
from this political entanglement. He made treaties to suit
himself and fought when his domains were in danger. Leo X
organized a seoret league consisting of the Empire, Fnglend,
and himself, in 1521, ageinst France. -But three years later
Clement VII made an sgrecment with Veniee in which they agreed

30e. He Ae Fis:lar, Ope oit.. Pe 189,




n0t to help the enemies of France. In 1625 the pope formed
the Holy League with Frenois and rebuffed Charles, with the
Tesult that the Imperial army sacked Rome.

Relations with Spain

Henry VII was a miser, lNoney had much to do with his
relations with Spain. In his relations with Spain Henry VII
réached the high point of his diplomaoy. Spain at this time
Wwas a first rate pdwer in the world, and Henry meant to aon-
8olidate his position with her. Therefore, in 1497, during
the time of Warbeok's attempts against the English throne,
Henry made negotiations with Spain for the merriage of his
8on, Arthur, to Catherine, daughter of Ferdinand and Isabel-
la, There were many fruits of these negotiations. Henry
received a two hundred thousand duoat dowry from Ferdinand
and Isabella, but not until after much bickering on Henry's
part did Spain agree. Besides the solemn betrothal, there
Were two proxy merricges; all this by dispensation of the
Popecm It was not only a money advantage for England.
Ferdinand smoothed the way for peace between Scotland and
England, and, through his influence Louis XII of France
hastened to surrender Yorkist sympathizers. The marriage
was coneluded on NHov. 15, 1501. Thus Henry had the support
of Sz::ain's power for the time being. This alliance sontin-

ued, more or less, :Eo:" forty years and was shattered when

England broke with Rome.

%1, Ibid., p. 81.
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3ix monthe after the merriage, however, young Arthur
died, By this time the elllance had besome more necessary
for Spein than for Fnglenmd. Spein's help to England had by
this time, through varions developments, besome almost
useless, Outwardly Henry seemed to be firmly esteblished
end England a power in the world. Now it was Ferdinend snd
Isabella who begen to vrge & marriage between Catherine and
her brother-in-law, Frinoce Henry. Hegotiations begsn. EHen-
ry demanded that the remainder of the dowry be paid first,
This, rether than the proposed s&rnpla of consoience of
Henry VII, caused the delay.

Ferdinend and Yenry were like-minded men. Both hzad a
keen apprecistion of rmoney, and both knew how to strike a
bargain, Ferdinand wanted the half of the dowry which had
been paid, to be returned to Spain. Henry wanted to collect
the other helf. It was Ferdinend who then proposed that the
young prinee and Catherine be betrothed.

When Henry died on April 21, 1509, the young prinsce be-
care Henry VIII, King of Fngland. On June 3, Catherine and
Henry were married, after having once olaimed that the be-
trothal was void because he wes not of age at the time it
Vas negotiated. fThero were no soruples of conscience in
Henry in 1509, when he married his sister-in-law by dispen-
sationof the Pope. A few yeers later he used hie marriage
88 a means of breaking away from the power of the Roman

Chuxch,
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Relations with Seotland

It has been well said that Scotland is the back door
0f England, From time immemorisl Sootland had been & per-
petual menace to her southern Saxon neighbors. There was
hatred between Seotland and Englend. When England warred
8gainst any Furopean power they also had to meintain arms
in readiness against the Scots, in the north. When the kings
0f England led their armies forth to the continent, that was
the eignal for Seotlsnd to attack. This is vihy diplomatie
relations with Seotland were ocontinually ocarried on by the
Tudors. Henry VII tried to meke allience after elliance with
S00tlend. If he could onae bring Scotland to his side, his
diplomacy in Europe wonld cerry that much more weight. It
vas always Scotle:nd that was behind the intrigunes and up=-
risings against Henry VII, snd who brought thoir forccs in-
to England when Henry VIII wagod wer in France. Inside
Sootland there was continual dissension between the baronial
farilies to oontrol the orown. HNevertheless, "the one bind-
ing sentiment thatfoonld be relied on in & orisis was enta-
gonism to Englond. If Fngland's eyes were bent on I-‘;.-;noe
8ho mst still manage to keep 2 watoh on the north."

Honry VII tried to remedy this situation. In 1488 when
Jemes III of Scotland wes rmrdered, and James IV was e boy,

he tried to gain the support of the nobles. However, because

of the meny foude among these familes Henry oould never be

82, A. D. Innes, op. oit., p. 33,




Bure of a lasting peace. Finally, however, he gained a
treety with Jemes IV through the marriage of his dsughter,
lergaret, with James. It wns mot destined to be a happy
Earriage or an end to the politiosl problem. The bride
Was proud and pleasure loving, and the groom was very un-
stable.

For when Henry VIII was warring in France, the Scots
under James IV sttacked England. English forces were ral-
lied by Catherijpe and the Scots were defeated decigively
at Flodden Field. James IV was killed. Scotlandsgas left,
moh as before, chafirg under English domination.

Relations with the Pgpacy

It would seem that this discussion would pertain to a
later chapter: however, we cannot help but sec in the reign
of Henry VII and, later Henry VIII, relations with the pa-
paoy purely of a political nsture. The Pope was considered
88 a foreign prince and when relations were carred on with
other countries the Pope played no small part. The develop-
ments which lead up to the break with the pepacy also have
their beginnings in the féing of Henry VII, though they are
not outstandingly apparent on the surface.

Henry VII was an orthodox Roman Catholic and this to a
large degree may account for the harmony that apparently

existed during his reign. There was perhaps no serious frio-

53. H. A. Fiher. OPs cit.. Pe 189.
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tion, but "no pope ventured to dispute Henry VII's nomi-
netions for English preferments; and they were made with
Btriot regard to the interests of the Orown. Morton, Deanne,
Warham, Foxe, Ruthal, Sherborne, Urswick, and others re-
6elved their bishoprics and deaneries as rewyards and endow-
ments for 8ivil and not for spiritusl services.....Henry in-
deed, characteristically regarded his relations wigz the
church and pepsoy as & sound business conneotion.”

'many churchmen in England were in politios and were the
Tudors’ vest statesmen. They were useful to Henmry VII in
winning and holding hie throne and they were useful to Henry
VIII in oxtending his power, DBut as time went on thc actions
0f the Fope in politics beoame more and more distasteful to
Henry VIII. ihen the Pope formed the League of Cambrai sup-
Posedly for a better defense against the Turk and Eenry saw
that it was merely a aover up for ag@ression and banditry he
refused to publish the papel bull in England which attempted
to make the ieague look legitimate. Henry VIII's “"generous
1llusions soon venished before the sordid reslities of Euro-
Pean statecraft; and the defaﬁse of Christendom becare with
him, as with the others, a hollow pretense, a diplomatic

35
fiotion." £

34, A. Pollard, "Henry VII", p. 61.
35. A, Pollerd, "Henry VIII", p. 55.




II. The Breaking up of the Economis Feudal
System Brouggt'ﬁbouf Greater

Centralization

The end of the fiftaenth'and the begimning of the six-
teenth senturies may be regarded ;e the turning point from
medieval to modern sooiety.l By this time the economic re-
Volution was almost completed. This is the ora of revolu-

tions: territorinl, religious, and social.

The Creation of the New Gentry

The'graat and prinoely power of the barons disappearad.
Thed doom was sesled when Henry VII was viotorious on Eos-
worth Field. The ropressive polioy of Henry VII so reduced
the power of the barons that any future insurrection would
be doomed forever. He areated a mew nobility. When the
fiefs of the deceased barons fell to the king by escheat he
re-iscued the land to others. Previously the lay peers had
legal jurisdiotion in their powers. It went with the land.
How, however, Henry VII broke that power by disassociating
eny jurisdiction and governmment position whatsoever from
ownership of the lends It is true, they could be appointed,
but ownership did not inolude these functions as previously.
The land of the peers was now subjeot to the courts, whioh

in turn, were responsible to the King's Counoil. The dis-

1. W. uunningham The Growth of English In&ustrx and
1 P.

Commerae During the Early and Hiddle A Ages, I,




triot was represented in Parliament by the oleation of one
who represented his distriat in the House o& Commons. No
longer aould the nobility oconvert retainers into armies as
they had done. No longer comld thoy use their jurisdiotion-
8l powers in the sffairs of the country. The old hereditary
Valves had disintegrated. New families were emnobled; the.
0ld aristoeracy meant nothing. The King himself was the
grandson of a Welsh ¥night. Thus we see how this break of
baronizl power brought ¥ngland to the establishment of a

=

gentralized government.
The Eoonomis Revolution Had Been Completed

The oreation of the new gentry wes oniy one of the signs
of the breeking up of the feudel system. The agricultural
revolution had been going on for the past hundred years. It
vwae practioally completed by the time of the Fnglish Refor-
ration. Almost anyone could own, buy and sell land. The old

manorial system had been and was fast changing by the turn

of the century.

Agriculture
Up to this time, life in Fngland had beeralmost oom-

rletely rurel, or we might oall it, agrioultursl. Life was
simple end revolved around the manor and the small village
in which the serfs lived. Fach villege whs independent in

2¢ Ae Do Innes, on, cit., pe 7o




itself and intercourse with the outside world was praoti-
08lly unknown as we know it today. Esoh menor consisted
0f & manor house where the lord lived, & small mill, per-
héps loocuted on & stream of water, end the land. A cer-
tain smount of the land was cultivsted for farming, ano=-
ther portion wae used for pasture and the remeinder wes
Wwooded. Fmch sorf was to oultivete a certain section of
the furm lend. The emount of ground a serf farmed aif-
fered as wuch as from onc to thirty aores. Usuelly each
Berf held rights to use the pasture land and to out wood.
4lthough the rulee end regulations of each menor could dif-
fer, in genersl, the serfs had to work a stipulated smount

of time for the lord and pay him e certain amount of dues,

not eo much at first with money, but in kind.

Then changes began to teke place. There began the
growth of & clese of free tenant people. Serviese to the
lerd of the menor wes ocommutecd to mone# values At the

tire of Henry I some msnors were divided into lend "et

]
work" and lend "at remt." The lords begsn to enclose waste

lands and woodlends and rented it. This gave rise to the

clage of free tenante. In tho thirteenth century the prac-

tice of comrutation becane more general. Jobs were consi-

dered in momey value,
In 1349 a plegue oczlled the "Bleck Death" severcly de-

populated the rural erees. It hes been estimated that the

s We Jo 4shley, An Introduotion to English Economic
History and Theoxry, p. 20. _




"Blaok Denth™ took as muoh as half the population of Engs
land. Thip had a decided effeot upon the agriocultural

fondal s;rs'tem because there were nowless workers than be-
fore and the pessants sounld afford to be more demanding,

The "Blaok Deatn" pragtically spelled the doom of the ma-
norial eystem. Wages doubled and tripled until the Statute
of Laborers was passed which attempted to keep wages downe.
But it failed. IMen were noeded to work and the employers
aould not do otherwise then hire for high wages. Competi-
ton spreng up in the working claeses and the lords and
merchantes also aompeted with ezch other in their payment of
veges. The omployer who could pay the highor wages oould
got the lsbor. ‘hen the Statute of Laborers wes enforced
it onl; caused lewlesenese in the laboring olass. They be-
gen to shift from one plagse to the other. These people came
to be known sz the froe laboring olass. This situstion also
gave rise to a olass of people who bocame virtual vagabonds
and "outlaus".

The lords found it impossible to cultivate all their
land. They not only bogen to rent out more of their land,
but alzo converted much of it to pesture land for the rai-
sing of shecp. The sorf who was still tied to the land be-
oame more &nd more dicoontended. He saw many of his fellow
warke:;a earning monecy. The serf, too, wanted more Ifreedom,
and loss burdensome duties which the lords demanded. Feun-

dalism was beginning to split wide open. The peasants gave




overt evidence of their dissetisfaction in 13681 in what ie
known as the Pegpents! I{e\m'.'.'!:.4

The Peamsants' Revolt was an expression of the disin-
tegrating of the exiagting gooiel life. The rebellion wes
¥opreseed but the old institutione, whioch had, to a certsin
extent, maintained order end enforced morality, hever re-
govered any of their c:l’feotivemeae.5 The agricuvltural re-
volution ppread elowly but eurely throughout England, and by
the time of the Tndore it hed adyanced so rapidly as to re-
ceivo their attention. When Richard II came to the throne
8 large part of the population of England were serfs. iThen
Henry VII ssoended the throne, serfdom was fast beooming
extinot., "lignorial snthority was ceasing to have the prac-
tionl importance whioh 1t oneec possessed in regard to all
the detailp of villaepe 1ife."6 :

After the "Black Death" and the i’gaaants' Revolt, when

-the popnlation began to inorease egain both the :].oras and

the serfs reslized that to ney rent for the use of lend,
and to pay wagos for labor wees better then the old system
of paying no rent and receiving no wages. The peasant be-
cere 2 free tenant snd the lord hired the labor he needed.
Thus by the middle of fhe fifteenth eentnry rost of the
peasants were frecmen. From commtation of service for
money it advanced to rent for land and wages for labor,

It was not lonlg bofore the lendlords realized that the

' 4. G. l, Trevelyan, The Age of ml:lﬂ’e. Ps 185,
B. W. Cunningham, ops Gif., Ds .
6. Ibid.
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wasteland whioh they hed eonverted to pasture was paying
them more than their t11led land for which they received
only a emsll rent. Along with this situation the laboring
olass grew larger. The supply of labor became greater than
the demand. The landlord even began to convert tillage
land into pasture land, thus throwing more people out of
wok¥k as time went on. This is known as the practice of en-
olosure. The lsndloxds beoame lend "grabbere," Sheep rai-
8ing heoarme a vrofitable business. len Were turned off the
B0il and the lszboring olesss became disoontent. Ilany be-
eame v.qun:bc'nrls.

This greed on tho part of the land owning olass was
mot restricted to laymon only. "Suoh heartless greed of
gein was bad enough in mere laymen; in churchmen, it was ;I.n-
tolerabvle, yot tho monesteries were no better than the lay
landlords.-"? The acts of Parliament apgainst enolosure of
land did not help mmueh. Open land farming seemed to be
doomed with the eoming.of the wool business. The law was
disregarded. "Abbots ond barons, equires and tenant-farm-
érs, cven hurble oconmonors of the village had englosed both
for arable and pasture in defiance of the acts.” Rents
skyrocketed and evictions beeame more numorous. Even Wol-

88y could not stop it. "In some counties there is dircet

7« A. D. Innes, "Social Life in Tudor England,” Uni

yersal History of the World, J. A. Hammerton, ed., Vol. VI,
p' (]
8. H. A. Fisher, ops. oit., pe 221, ;
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évidence tn show that the ecclesiastical landlord exsoted
higher rents both for arable and pasture than his lay
n°1ghbor;"g This dislooation of labor camsed mmoh went
and misery ond it wae the ceuse of banditry and loosl up-
risings such as the eo-calleq "Pilgrimage of Grace" at the
time of Henry VIII, in which the peasants of Fent marched
againgt London. Unlike modern daye, unemployment wes a new
problem of the sixtecnth century. It was a period of trans-
ition; a period of the rise of new olasses in society.

IThe Capital end Labor Classes

When the landlord begsn to commute service for a pey-
ment of ptipunlated Pees, the rent was often paid in goods.
Grednally, however, money came to be the medium of exchange.
Rent end wages began to be computed in terms of money. By
the olose of the fourteenth century money had some into use
in glmost e11 parts of the country for many economic purpo-
8ess Then when the lendlord found that sheep raising was
rrofiteble and sonverted his land for that purpose he elso
acquired weslth. This weslth accurmlated in the hends of
& few and cepitaliesm oame into being. Not only did the ca-
ritalist learn thet his money would buy land to make more
money, but also that hie money could make more momey through
loans, and investmenét. Sootety came to be divided, as in

our demneratic system, into cspitalists and laborers.

9. Ibido. Pe 222,




The free olass of lasborers who oould find work during
this tirme often found the vages lows It was the merchants
end the lsrge cruftsmen vwho reaped the profits. Instead of
being able to work himself up to a higher position, the la-
borer found th-t he might hold one position all his life.

The employer found out during these times that he had to

have eapital. Formerly in the guild system when a man had
8one through the progressive stages of apprentice and jour-
neymin ne could become & master and set up his own business.
His toole were his capital. It wae no longer that way. Iow
the master was not o much the master of his oraft, but the
mzster of his servants, of laborers. Competition had come in-
to play and there was no success in a businese if one had no
stooks of material to be worked un for sale. He also had.to
have & staff of employees. The restriotions of the towns

end the guilds had becn overthrown and competition with an-
other man in the same business required ozpitel. fThus the
men who had the capitsl oontrolled lsbor,and the latorer, be-
6ause he could not get enough capital to start his own busi-
ness, had to look forward to working for wages only, without
any aavanaement.lo This made for the beginning of the olass
of men who belonged to labor. He bedame known as just that.

The lines between oapitel and labor began to be drawn more

sharply,

10, A. D, Innes, "Social Life", p. 3491.




In the early lilddle Ages wages were bssed on resson-
@bleness, Iut there is now a change. fiages are rade de-
peéndent upon prices. . Formerly the ﬁrioee depended upon wa-
gés. If a merschant or lardlord eould not hire.lcbor cheap-
1y rie prices would £0 up. During this time, however, the
Weges peld the laborer changed with the price which the mer-
okant received for his goods. To show that there was & cen-
tralizetion of en organized government in Englend with the
breeking up of foudsliem we now find Parlisment tekivg in-
terest in legislati~n for the wages of lszborers. The regup.
lation of wages took on & nationsl scope rather than srmere
logal affair of the gvilds and coporations. Wages and hours
of lstor are brought within the scope of'?arliament.ll

The Development of Trade and Commerce, Foreign
and Domestio

The ri=e of the capitalist olass is closely conneated
with trade and commerce. One of the great features of the
sixteenth century is the hevelopment of the comrercial spi-
rit, which in turn rmeant more wealth for some. There was
a great desire to grow rich, and trade and commerce were the
means. 1In tho earlier kiddle Ages men had desired to accu-
mlate land, but now land is replaced b& money. It caerried
power and influence and it distinguished the old from the
news The military aristocracy is being replaced by = com-

meragial and money-making aristooracy. This sooial structure

1l.- A. 231131’&. "Henry VII", P. 46, i




was the basis for the great chartered trading companies.
The great expenditurc and show of wealth of the court of
Henry VIIi set an examplo for the wealthy to follow.

Henry VII wade it his business to advance the com-
merce of Inglend. His work was largely devoted to promo-
ting England’e overseas cormerce. Henry made cormercial
treatics with most of the states in western Europe. Trade
and sormercec become a national eonoern rather than wmerely
8 logal enterprise. The trade whioh England did have at the
time of Henry VII was monopolized by one or two sorporations.
The individual was too weak t; carry on foreign trade by
himself. Lenry VII wanted to build up a native Englich trade.
Forelgn merchants at the time were ocntrolling most of the.
trade in Fngland end there were rany complaints by the Eng-
lishmen to that faot, boosuee the foreigners did not have to
pey taxes. Henry acsessed these foreilgrn merchants twice as
ruch &3 he did the loeozl men. In ;478 he pessed a statute
that forbade the taking of money out of Fngland without his
pérmiggion, compelling the foreign merschants to spend their
money on lnglish goods. In 1487 this aet weaec made perpetunal.
ft besame & poenal offense to take more thaﬁ ten orowns in
cagh from the aountry.l2 This was not only aimed at the
irish foreign merchants to kecp the cheap Irish silver out

of Englend and to hold up the worth of money at home, but

12, H. A. FPisher, op. oit., p. 105,
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1t also effected tho okurch; less money oouldbe sent to
Rome, ‘

Henry VII also enoourrged ship building. The first dry
dook wzs bnilt at Portsmouth. Up to this time English ship-
Ping was in a state of decay. UlNot. only were the English
ooasts open to atteck, tmt also the foreign traders were
garrying most of the goods in their ghips. VWith the coming
0f wool and cloth manufecture in England there weas an in-
oreasing smount of trede transportation by Fnglish ships.
Tavigation lows required thet goods for England be imported
by Engliech ehips, but at the time 1t was not effeotive, be- ‘
Gause Ingland did not have meny ships. HNevertheless, the
monopolies of foreign trede were being broken down because of
the national interest in trade and commerce.

The great pert of trado at this time was oontrolled
by the Hense Lesgue. The Hansa merchsnte and the Venetians
had establiched therselves in London and Southampton, es-
peoially. Henry VII saw that it would be wise tdfavor the
Hansa beguuse he received privileges from them yhioh helped
to inoreace thec trade of England. The Norwegian and Arctic
weters proved to be & good market for Epgland's goode. The
monoply of the Italiesns in the IMediterranean, however, was
broken down during thie time by inoreased shipping and du-
ties put orn the imported goode from Veniace.

It was not difficult for England to sell her woocl abroad
and her best market wes in the Hetherlands. Soon English



oloth wag goumpeting with that of the Flemings. 3y estab-
lishing this outlot Englend oould compete with the Hensa
fuccesslly., '

Liong with this increase in foroign trede and commerce
0 & national secale weo zlpso find &n incorease in trede with-
in the eountry. Internsl trade was becoming nationel ra-
ther then logel. Perlisment also begen to legislate in the
interest of internel trede end industry. Steps were telen
To bring about g nniformity in weights end moesures end the
currency woe improved. This shows thaet internsl trade and
indugtry were also ¢ oconeern of the national government,
gomething vhieh Led not heppened before. This care witk the
break down of foudelierm and the rise of &n orgenized ne-
tional government. Vhere the oreft guilds end merchent com-
Periep had regrleted industry we now find the govermment ta-
king an interest. But these institutions decayed endé the spi-
rit of enterprise came fortk with ite competition and use of
noney as & wedium of exchange. "Old institutions of every
kind, in {own and country, were felling to pleces; new at-
tempte were being rmade to regulate industry and encourege
cormerce; thut lies on the suriece gnd no one osn fail to
observe it. Fut the completenees of the ohange csnnoti be
satisfact-rily accounted for until we see that the principles
on vhick the cooncmic organizetion of the Middle Agés vas
based were being disesrded, end that the system whioh wes

rising on ite ruins wae being fremed in scoordence with en-
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tirely aifrerent ideas and objects.”

Ihe Rige gnd the Fall of the Towns

We oannot sepsrate trade and industry within the coun-
try from the rise and the f2ll of the towns. They were
Intimately connested. With the rise of industry we see the
decaying of the town system of the old XNiddle Ages.

Trade during the early Middle Ages was confined to e
great extent to trade betwaen fown;. Trade time was at the
rerketz arnd fairs. The towns were not lerge. The average
bopulaticn of & town was ebout 150()-4000.14 fach town had
its own government and aourts and it existed by right of &
charter or grant from tho king. It pald ite taxes to the
king in & lump sum. It was represented in “srligment. It
eontrolled ite internal affairs. Town 1ife was corporate,
Everything woe reguleted by the town and was ususlly con-
trolled 1y a puild. Fech town followed the tendensy of me-
dievsl sceiety, that of close union with one's fellows. The
right to have markets and fairs was also granted Ly the king.
These grents were usuelly given to the burgesses, nobleren,
orto the abbeys. Whoever held this grant to condnot mar-
kets and fairs in the town also aould colleot tolls on goods
whigh foreign merehants brought in. Failrs wers held about

onee a year snd at this time selling and buying by the people

13. W Cunninghem, ope. oit.,p. 459.
14, E. P. Cheney, iAn Introduotion to the Industrial

and Sogial History of TnEihnE. Pe DUs




vas ocarried on. The merchants who displayed their wares
8180 had to pay tolls for the space they took upp in the
town during the market or fair. Each town monopolized its
0wn goods and trade, and no outsider conld carry on trade
without special permission, o one aould bring in his own
business without the permission of the town.

One of the primary purposes of thelgown system in the
liiddle Ages wae defense and proteotion. Since each tomm
Was independent in itself it also had to provide for its own
protection. There was no aentralized and organized national
govermment that took over this duty, since not even the kings
themselves had lerge armies. In the manorial system each
feudsl lord called upon his subjeots to give of their time
to fight his battles, and he was also expeoted to proteot his
peasants. But when the agricultural feudal system began to
break up and more power wags ocentered in the national govern-
ment; vherjorder began to aome out of the chaos, the nation-
al government attempted to give protection to its subjects.

The decay of the 0ld town system comes with the six-
teenth century. One reason, which has been alluded to above,
is because the towns are no longer needed for defense and
proteation of the people. Thﬁ merchants and the tradesmen
could move about over the country more freely and did not

have to depend upon the towns for protestion. They could

15, J. A. Froude, History of England from the Fall of
_'tg the Death g_'mﬁ. ole I, Pe 17,




move to more convenient places to trade., This left some

of the towns without any business and as & result they gra-
dually died out and became "ghost towns." Another reason
Vhy many of the towns dcoayed and became uninhabited was be-
tause of the deamage that had been done to them during the
Wlar of the Roses. liany of them were burned down and never
redovered their former prosperity. It required money to
protect a2 town with adequate defenses, and money meant
taxation. "It i1s obvious that whenever a town was tempo-
rarily injured from any sccidental eircumstance, the neces-
Bary contributions would fall very heavily on those who were
left, and the temptation to migrate from corporate towns must
have been very great."'® The tendenay was to go to places
vhere there were no sorporate towns; where the restrioctions
of bueiness and the burdens of tolls and taxes were not so
heavy, Therefore, we find new towns springing up over the
ecountry,

The primary reason why the towns descaycd we find in the
break up of the gnuild system, slong with free enterprise and
the ineorease of wealth, which in short means: the break up
of the feudsl system and the emergence of a asentralized

government.

The guild System
As we have seen, the towns were usually controlled by a

guild. The gunild was a tightly knit organization wich might

l6. W, Cunningham, op. oit., p. 456.



be compered to & union, oxoept that the gnild also owned

@nd aontrolled hoth cepitsl ana labor. Anyone who wee mnot

@ member of a guild could neither buy nor sell except under
oonditions set by the controlling guild. Therefore, foreign
trade in the towns was prohibited if it interfered with the
business which thet particular guild wes carrying on. The
guild itself was exermpt from the tolls whioh othéra had to
Pay. "The prineiple reason for the existence of.the guilgv
was to preserve to its own members the monoply of t:ade.“_
For example, the guild of the oity of Southampton had the
following rule: "And no one in the city of Southampton shall
buy anything to sell again in the same oity unless he is of
the guild mershant or of :Eranoh:lee."18 Not only was the
gulld a protection, but 1t was also a fraternity in vhich

all the members shared the profits. They held regular meet-
ings, eleoted officers, did ocharitable work and helped one
another when in need.

The merchant guild was one of the earlier ones. It
protected the trading and manufaoturing in the towns and in
general proteated the loeal trader and his produots on the
market, Their constant fear was that the hated "foreigner"
wonld bring his goods in and under sell and thus ruin the
local trade. In later years the merchant guild was re-

duoced to a charitable and fraternity organization beocauncse of

1l7. E., P. Cheney, op. cit., p. 52.
18. Ib:lrl., Pe 53,



the dooay of towns and the bresk-up of the guilggaystem
in general, as 1t was known in the Middle Ages.

With the manufacture of leather géods and the growth
of the oloth industry, especially, the oraft guilds began
to eppear and take the place of the merchant guilds. The
Weavers were one of the first organized of the oraft guilds.
The objestive of the. oraft guild was to insure reasomsble
rates and oontrol conditions of industry within the towms.
They also made regulations to maintain goodhuality in their
vares. These guilds, too, had their soial relationships,
religious observances and charitable works. This is no
doubt one reason for their desay. When people began to
have a nationsl outlook and broadened their secope of inter-
6st, bedause of the nationalistic spirit, the guilds were

no ionger needed to perform these latter funotions wvhich

held feudal soolety together so tightly. This 19 true es-

Pecially of the non-industriel guilds which were organized
purely for religious and social purposes.

With the coming of the fifteenth century the industrial

guilds began to f2l1l1 into disoredit. There were diffioul-

ties between the oraft and merchant guilds and between the
mnicipal officers and national regulation of the guilds.
But the principal reason for the deocline of the guild sys-
tem was that industry dispersed itself outside the char-

tered towns where there were no restriotioms. The wool in-

19. Ibid., p. 55,




dustry gave great impetue to free trade and free indnstry
mnregulated by any sssocoistion. There were difficulties with-
in the €uilds. When men saw that they could no longer zdvance
themsel ves to meptere in the gulld syetem they set ur their
oWn emall businese in the new towns without restriotionms.
Vhen townm life degayed, the guild system declined because it
%es dependent on such a olose knit unit as the medieval town
vhere they aould have a monoply on their eraft. TFormerly
fines had becn imposed upor those vwho tried to jump from an
frprentice to & arafteman or from ome level to another with-
out fulfilling the requirements of the guild. But now these
finee were lowered. Groupe began to organize within the
€uild, in oprosition to one snotker. Thie wae]mainly be-
cauge wenlth oame into the hands of a few. The Jourmeymen
oOrganized their sepmsrate group; even the masters divided be-
cange the rich separated thamaelves.ao In the end all these
grevpe enffered beccupe industry was going into the rural
ereas, Tre city merohﬁnte were buying land snd setting up
theirinduetry in the oountry. Instead of local regulations
of the puilds there sre now statutes of government to help
control trade and industry. Thus the guilds were being de-
prived of their jurisdictionsl and administrativefunctions
by & nstional centralized government, and were being super- o
seded by the governrent in many of their economic functions.
There ocn be little dovbt that the fifteenth &nd sixteenth

genturies in Tngland esw the end of feudalism. Fotjonly was



it the end of economio feudalism but also the end of feu-
82lietic government, the end of fewdalistic 1ife. It is

& turning point in the history of England. A turning from
the 0ld modieval 11fo to the beginning of modern oivilisza-
tion. Where once haa been de-centralization, and at best,

& struggling powerful feudel lord at the head of the gov-
érnment, now a centralized monarchy takes its place. Iso-
lated strongholds of trade and industry intimately oonnéo-
ted with a feudel 1ord or baron or sn association in an in-
dependent community now give way to a more free intercourse
between the peoples of England. This is also the age of
discoveries; the age of expansion, of enrichment, of indi-
Vidual initistive. Compare feudalism to a pyramid with the
feudal barons and lords at the top in control, and the other
phages of Pfeudelistic soolety on down to the peasant et the
bottom. With ite bresk-up we find a more centralized gov-
ernment at the top and the feudal society being swept eway
to the very bottom., Nothing could stop it; not even the
feudal:letiaally_ organized church of Rome, which also was

soon to be overthrown in England.

820 Ibid., p. 128,
2l. Ibid., p. 136.



III. The 0¥umh Stood in the VWay of
Further eveloggenf

In the two previous ochepters we have attempted to show
that with the ooming of the Tudor reign in 1485 there is al-
80 a definite change from méd:l.eval life to 2 more modern oi-
vilization. There is & definite advance over the old feuda-
listic sooiety. The end of feudalism was especially appar-
ent in the political and economioc spheres. This was a gre-
dual process. The govermment became more centralized a=m
time went on. Henry VII laid a firm foundation for the
other Tudors, and during the reign of Henry VIII we find an
absolute monarch who ruled with such power over his subjects
as had never been seen in England before. England was emer-
ging as a national state and taking its place among the na-
tions of Eunrope in importance and politieal influense. Eco-
nomically Englandwas out of the feudal period for all prac-
ticel purpdses. Those vho could afford it could buy and sell
land. This break up of feudalism had been going on every-
where and in all phases of life in England.

Knowing this, it is not diffioult to see the motive for
Henry VIII's break with Rome. Some try to find the motive
in his divorce case, but as we shall se, fhat was only & pre=
text, only a test-ocase. With the changes going on in Eng-
land from the 0ld to the new type of government and econo-
mically to & new system, it is hardly likely that a king
like Henry VIII would sit by and permit a foreign prince in

the church of Rome to dictate to him. The faots point to




these conolusions: the resl motive for the bresk with
Rome igs that Henry VIII wanted to abolish the medieval
feudol system in ¥ngland and have a definitely centra-
lized government. These changes were taking place in the
other phases of aotivity in England and he could see mo
rfason why the feudslistiocally organized church should
B8top his advanse and Progress.

The church simply stood in the way of further pwo-
gress. Politieally it was not good to have the church of
Ingland give sllegiance to a foreign potentate. That would
dstract from the importanseof the state and loosen the ties
botween government end people. Eoonomiocally and sooially
the organization and practice of the Romen church, as it
wes oonstituted in England, hindered such economia progress

and weskoned the effectiveness of any national economy.

The Temporal Power of the Pope

In order to show that the Reformatiom in England in
its beginning was not a dootrinal reform but merely a break
from the power of the Roman Pontiff we need only to discuss
some of the activities of the latter. The Pope, bescauge of
his dealing and intrigunes with nations, csme to bhe oonsi-
dered as a foreign prinece who had to be dealt with as the
head of a temporal power. He was not the hecd of a spiri-

tual organization in its trne sense. Even though we con-




elder him at the head of & temporal power his allisnaes
end dezlinge wero not sbove corrupt politios. If it suited
his purposed he would ally with the Turks, the avowed enemy
of Christianity. This ho did at one time against Veniae.
The Pope kept «n ermy to fight his battles; he was involved in
politics and wars; his was a foreign aourt. Therafor?, it
Wwag inevitable that there should be antagonism on the part 2
of emperors and rulers against the papaay.

How did this aonfliot arise between emperor and pepacy?
At the timc of Emperor Frederiok II the emperor slaimed for
himgelf the right of being the universsl secular ruler. The
Z0pe claimed universsl ecclesiastical powers. Graduelly,
however, the olaims of the emperors weakened and their oclaim
of successive power from Caesar was borken, whereas, the Pope
olaimed his right of rule from St. Peteor was unbroken and,
therefore, declared himsolf to be the ruler of the whole west.
For a long tire the seoular rulers did not dispute this olaim.
The Pope elaimcd power over the ehurch and the state. Dur-
ing the widd§) of the thrteenth century the papacy reached
the height of its power. Gregory VII (1073-1085) not only
elaimeu the right to exoommniocate rulers but to depose them,
&nd to grant and withdraw politiocel power. Innocent IIIX
(1198-1216) olaimed that the Pope is the Vicar of Christ,
above 211 peoples and kingdoms, judged by no one, the judge
of all, and has the power to appoint and deposgsecular ru-

lors. Innoeent IV at the Gouncil of Lyons, in 1245, said




that there wae no power ordained by God outside of the
ohurch. He deprived Frederick II of his rule and forbade
his subjeots to resognize him as emperor oxr king.l Thus
the papaoy was a political danger and a menace to the po-
lition sovéreignty of rising natlons, especially where an
emperor previously had hed no jurisdiotion as in England.
The nationalism in England and Franoe was something new and
& direot threat to the tomporal power of the Pope.

The Tirst important olash botweon an English monarch
and the Papaoy oame betwoen Fdward I and Bonifece VIII in
the thirteenth century. ZEngland was one of the rising na-
tione which wae not in the empire. The monarchial power had
begun to dovelop 4n Fnglend, slong with representative gov-
ornment &nd nationsl languege. Pdward I, a rather energe~ -
tio king, attempted to assert his power over the Pope by
taxing the clorgy without the sanct:lonzo:f the Pope to sup-
P0ft 2 war between Tngland and France. . Bonifsce replied
with the Clericos Lalgos, & bull which prohibited the cler-
& from paying taxes end rulers from collecting them on
threat of excommunicstion. The olergy paid their taxesl! A
few years later Ndward I subdued fhe Scots. Bonifece de-
clared that he himeelf had feudal superiority over the Boots
as Pope end cited Edward to Rome. DBut Edward refused to sub-

mit hie temporsl matters to the Pope saying: "Such & pro-

5 l. kackinnon, J., The Origins of the Reformation,
Pe L
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9eeding would be subversive of the rights of the orown, the
Toyal dignity, and the liberties, oustoms, andlaws of the
kingdom, whioh they were bound to maintsin and defend, end
Would maintein and defend with all their might and by the
help of God, n The barons also drew up a letter to Boni-
face VIII in which they protested the desision of the Pope
and defended the metions of Edward I.4 This meant that the
Englich king declared himself independent of the pope in
temnoral matters. 7

The papal elairx of sweriority in secular matters be-
oame g pretence. The rising of new nations brought on a
national spirit. The pope'’s political dealings lowered his
respest among the secular rulers, and he)beneme 2 nationel
énemy. The idea prevailed that ecclesiastical independence-
Wag linked up with nationaliem. WYhere there was the ides of
national politiesl independence there also was the idea of
a8 national church. This was a ocarry over from the medieval
idea that the state and the church exist together. Theres
fore, if the churek is national then the head of the state
should be st the hezd of .the national church and reform the
8buses in it. "This tendenoy is discernable in the an't::l.l-s
papel legisletion in Englend in the fourteenth century."
This in turn brought on increased aotiv:lty of the papasy to -
dominste temporel rulers end to keep their hold on countries.

In the Great Schiem, for exemple, the rival popes corpeted

S Ibiﬂ-.. Pe 14,
4. H., Gee and W, J. Hardy, Documents Illustrative of




With each other to gain temporal power for the church. On
the other hand, the secular rulers exploited the church and
0ften benefited, with the Pope, from benefices and were
Willing to divide the "spoils."

In order to show that at this time the Pope was still
aoting as ruler of e national power, we consider some of his
aotions during the firet years of Henry VIII's reign. These
Jears were years of oonfliot on the sontinent. The League of
Cambrai broke up. To the diemay of the Pope, Louis XII and
laximilian I begen campaigns in Itely. When Louis took Ven-
lce the Pope was anxious to draw Henry VIII into & league a-
géinst France, so0 much so, that he presented Henry with the
golden rose, a rare honor for ome who had just recently come
to the throne. Henry, instead, made an alliance with France
in 1510. Therefore, "in the depth of a bitter winter his
Holinese (Julius II) took comrand of his own army, ehered
their hardships, and with helmet and breastplate buckled on
him led them to the siege of Mirandola, which he won In Janu-
ary 1511."6 In this year the Pope also formed the Holy
League with Ferdinand to expel the French from Itsly.

The dilemra in whioch the popes found themselves during

this time ic best summed up in the words of Pollard:

"The loss of their spiritual Jurisdiction in Eng-
land was part of the price paid by the popes for their

English Church History, Pe 90.
5 J. Hackinnon, op. ocit., p. 407.

6, J. Gairdner, The English Church in the Sixteenth
Century from the Adcession 05 Henry VIII to the De of
lery, p. 16. 5
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. temporal pospession in Itely, The papal domains were
either too great or too srall. If the Pope wvas to rely
on his temporsl power, it should have becn extensive
énough to proteot him from the diotstion and resentment
of secular princes; and from this point of view there
was no little justificstion for the aims of Julius II.
Had he succecded in driving the barbarians across the
Alpe or into the sea, he and his successors might in
saftey have judged the world, and the breach with Henry
right never have taken place. If the Pope was to rely on
his spiritual weapons, there was no need of temporal
atates &t 2ll. 1In their existing extend and position,
they were simply the heel of Achilles, the vulnerable
epot, through vhich secular foes might wound the Vicer
of Christ. France threatened him from the north and
Spain from the south; he was ever between the upper and
the nether mill-stone. Italy was the cockpit of Furope
in the sixteenth century, and the eyes of the popes
were perpetunally bent on the worldly fray, seeking to
save or extend their dominionses.e«.The Vicar of Christ
wag lost in the petty Italian prince." 7

It was for this rdason, too, that Englishmen had been
exeluded from the Pope's souncil. It would hardly be fitting
that an Fnglishmen rule over the Italian States ac the Pope
wae doing. TFor ncarly four centuries no Englishman had been
Pope. Although Wolsey, Henry VIII's minister eand Cardinel,
attempted to gain that distinotion, it never materialized.
Perhaps the thing that groted on English nerves was the fact
that the Pope was often a Frenchman or a Spaniard. They could
B6e no reason why Italy should not be ruled over by the FPope
80 long as he was an Italian, but when & Frenoiman beczme Pope
and ruled over Italy, or when the French or Spanish nations
ruled Itsly with the Pope as their chaplain, "the growing spi-
rit of nationality could bear it no longer; it responded at

onge to Henry's appeals against the alaims of a foreign ju-

7. A. Pollard, "Henry VIII", p. 228.
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*isdiotion, "8 For that, in effeot, would put England under
8 definite power and not merels; under an ecclesiastical
head who olaimed temporal power.

Thus we see that the status of the papacy during the
fifteenth aena beginmming of the sixteenth centuries is pre-
Garious. The more the popes becamed embroiled in foreign
affairs and politios the more they found themselves domi-
nated and forced to bow to the will of those powers. FPo-
litiocnlly the papaoy was a mensce to Englend if it was to
be dominated by England's enemies or Englend's rivals in the
Wworld. As Henry VIII realized, it was more advantageous to
be free of that bond, for it stood in the way of the develop-
ment of foreign political policies which were arising out of

the new centralized government in England.

The Land Holding of the Churoh of England

One important thing that stood in the way of further
économic development in England at this time were the estates
of the ohurch. Estimates have ranged sll the way from one
8ixth to one half on the amount of land in England which the
church held at the beginning of the sixteenth oentury. Al-
though we do not know the exact ration, it was a considerable
amount, asnd large enough to hold up economic progress and the

olearing away of the last vestige of feugalism in England.

8. 1Ibid., p. 231,
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The reason that the land holdings of the church im  -¥
England became such an important factor is that this land
Wes ruled by the church and was not subject to the central
g0vernment, nor, as we shall see in a later section, to the
gourts of the country. Along with the ownership of the land
also went the governing of those people who lived on that
land. The central govermment oould have no Jurisdiotion
there. And beocsuse the ahurch was old and conservative the
economic revolution was ocheckeds It slmost meant that there
existed a govermment within a government. As time went on
the church's property became more valuable because 1t was
being used for sheep raising and sgrioulture, whereas, for-
merly it had been pasture land. A:I.oné with the landholdings
and the control of the people living therin went the power
that mede itself felt in parliasment. Gradually the clergy
Began to outmumber the laymen in parlisment. Therefore, it
was necessary that the government do something about the
temporal holdings of the church., As we shall see leter this
action came about under Henry VIII in his break with Rome as
he sonfisocated all church property, and broke the power of
the church in England. Right or wrong, higactions were the
natural reeotion against a ohurch which claimed to be spi-
ritual yet wanted to live as & seoular or temporal state
within another state.

The church had gained its property by endowments and

A

gifts of pious people and from govermments. It graduslly ac-




quired so much proparty that it became feudalized. Some of .
the bishops reigned as feudal lords. His domain was called
the mensa episcopalis., Often his mensa "inocluded part of
the town around the cathedrsl and areas of land in varioue
Parts of the d:looes. and even in neighboring dioceses. "9

48 any other manorial lord, the bishop had vassals to ad-
minister his property. Now during this time of the break-up
0f feudalism it became the practice to turn the arable lsnd
into pasture lend in order to ocapitalize on the wool trade
vhich was in great demand. The eststes of the church owned
much of this land, and, were not averse to acquiring more in
order to make more money from aheep-raieing.lo This tended
to be a block against the central govermment.

There may be objeations to the actions of Henry VIII,
when he gecularized and abolished the monasteries, on the
grounds that they were useful to the people of England. It
is true that in former times the monasteries and abbeys had
been an’ integral part of the sooial system of England. XNon-
asteries had promoted education, they had been the centers
of learning in Fngland. They had served as sharitable in-
stitutions to the poor and had performed other functions as

depositories for jewels and title-deeds, and centers of agri-

9. J. W. Thompson, Economic and Sociasl History of the

Middle Ages, p. 238,
10- : 2. Gheney, OP. cit., p. 7l.




Oultural motivity, But the pioture had changed within the
last years with the coming of the Renaissance. Universi-
ties hed teken over the task of edwoation. The "Black Death"
left the priesthood depleted and with sn inferior quality
of men who no longer attemptea to oarry on the same work of
their predecescors. As centers of learning the monasteries
had long singce ceased to funotion.11 As the state grew it
wondered if the hospitality and alme-giving of the monas-
teries tended to meke beggars and vagabonds of many people.
If thet was the only funotion which the vast holdings of
the church could offer the people of the state then aould
not the stete better serve that purpose? The trouble wes,
88 we ghall see, that the money which the estates of the
church made was not kept in Englend but was sent to the
"bottomless beg at Rome." The church had the power to tax
1ts membere, but the ohurch property was immune from taxg-
tion.12

Another reason for the antegonism thet was springing up *
in Englend sgeinst the land holdings of the ohurch was that
this was a time of growth in weelth and materisl properity.
Tew fortuncs were being amassed by the new middle olass of
people. Their appetite for lend wad keen because it could
bring more weslth. The faet wae that more people were want-

ing land and their eyes turned on the broad acres of the

]

11, H. 4, F’.Bher. Ope C0its, Do 3T,
12. Ibid,




monasteries and aab'lae:,r.l3

One of the great sources of trouble came from the pa- ¥
pal praotio_e of provisions and reservations for the bene-
fit of members of the ouris end aliens. The Pope conveni-
ently eppointed those whom he wanted to the vacant bishop-
ries and offices in England, as well aé in other countries,
It was, in effeot, an exploitation of Ghristendom.14 By ap-
pointing his own Italian friends to these offices the Pope
received more revemeu and had more property under his di-
rect control than if an Englishmen held the office. It was
natural then that there would be oppo'eit:lon to these prac-
tices in England. Too often, however, the kings of England
willingly gave in and overlooked some of the acts of Parlia-
nent that had been passed against this practioce.

There had been numerous acts of Parliasment against pa=-
pel provisions and against the Pope's acquiring land in Eng-
land since the days of Edward III. In 1410 the Commons even
petitioned that church property be cmn:fiamz‘l:etl.:ll5 Henry V
seized glien priories. Volsey helped to divert wealth from

the monesteries to educationael purposes. One act which holds
speciel interest is the Mortmein act of 1279. Religious men ~
were not to hold land without a license. They had eveded the

provision and by their actione of acquiring more land also

13, A. D. Innes, "Soeciel Life", p. 3498.
14, J. Mackinnon, op. oit., p. 40l.
15, H. A, Fisher, op. oit., ps 370.




Treceived the income from it, depriving the asountry of this
money which also was needed for defense purposes. The Hort-
Main Aot provided that where this happened the land was to
be sonfiscatod. The conolusion of the Aot reads thus:

"We thereupon, to the profit of éur realm, intend-
ing to provide convenient remedy by the advice of our
prelates, earls, barons, and other of our subjects, ba-
ing of our eounoil, have provided, established, and or-
dained, that mo person, religlous or other, whatsoever
he be, presume to buy or sell andy lands or tenements,
or to receive them under the colour of night or lease,
or any other title, whatsoever it be, or by any other
oraft or device appropriate them to himself, under pain
of forfeiture of the same, whereby such lands or tene-
menis may in any wise oome into mortmain." 16
Thus, up to the time of the confiscation of the church's

Property by Henry VIII we find that the antagonism between
govermment and church wealth inoreases with the eenturies.
Both strove to grow and to expand, but there was not room
for two such forces in England. The ochurch with its land
holdings had to be subjected to a oéptralised government or
else the growth of political and economic England mmst even-
tually come to a halt. Henry VIII did not chgse to be owned
and operated by a foreign prince. The only logieal thing to

do, which he did, would be to break the power of the church

in England end thus be free from it.

16. H. Gee gnd W. J. Hardy, op. 0it., DPs 82.




The Eoolesisstioal Conrts Oppose Centralization

It has been pointed out previoqaly that vwhere a govérn-
ment expeots to be aentralized and eontrol a comntry it must
have jurisdioction among its people. The stulkbling block to
gentraglization in kngland during the sixteenth sentury was
éxaotly this very point. If it could not control its people
through ite oourt system it could not actually become cen-
tralized. The fact was that in England there was a double
oourt system at this time. The govermment was trying to
strengthen its court system and the ecolesiastical courts
opposed this action by their very being and funetion. The
government could not tolerate a double court system because
1t would have no effective means of dealing with oriminals
or legal affairs of community or country. Let us see what
it meant to have a double system such as existed at this
time.

Wthen Henry VII was trying to establish his throne in
the latter part of the fifteenth century he had to deal with
many pretenders to the orown and with men who led rebellions
against him, not to mention the general lawlessness that ex-
isted throughout most of the country. This meant that if he’
were to bring these offenders to Justice and legally put tham
out of the way of further intrigues he would need courts to
do this work, But when Henry VII attempted to bring orimi-
nals to justice he found that they were taking advantage of
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What was lnown as the right of sanotusry. This meant that
the law officers could not arrest anyone vwho took refuge in
@ church. That is exsotly vhat the gnllty did. They defied
the law by means of a special privilege which the church en-
Joyed.s The implications of abuse of this privilege were far
reaching. Law and order sould never be firmly established.
The govermment aould not perform its funotion of nrotection
to its citizens when the a!:ure]t)';harborad public criminals.
The reason vhy law and order were restored in England so
slowly after the War of the Roses was that Henry VII was
8till a loyal son of the church and was not toohuiock to
brush thig privilege aaide.“

The evil of the ohursch, however, Whicﬁ actually blocked
the workings of any seocular court system was the "benefit of
clergy." This was another privilege whioch the church en-
Joyed, and one which was abused so much. It meant that ev-
eéryone who could read was entitled to trial before an ec-
cleslastical court, which in eoffeat, meant a milder punish-
ment, although a genrous penange was usually extraoted from
the cu:l.nr:lt. liore funds for the pope and less Jurisdio-
tion for the crown’ :

This practice of "benefit of clergy" whioh kept cleri-
cal murderers and thieves from temporal ocourts, however, was

becoming obsolete in the sixteenth century because of its

17. H. L. Fisher, op. oit., pe 19,
18. Ibid.,. p. 20,




8buses, and because of the rise of secular aourts and re-
8trictions against the former. The ecclesiastiocal court
Bystem become "harmful to public security and offensive to
the instinot of oivil equality.“19 The reason this privi-
lege had lasted so long was because of the majority of eo-
olesiastics in Parliament.:

Henry II, long ago, had tried to b;ing oriminal clerks
to justice but in vein. The acts of Parlisment under his
roign were not in favor of abolishing this privilege but be-
gan to limit the abus¢ somewhat. With the latter part of

the reign of Henry VII we find remedies and measures against

it. Prollerd summarizes these messures thus:

"Henceforth it needed episcopal or other unexcep-
tional testimony to the oriminal's genuine cleriecal
character to save him more than once for retribution.

If this were not forth coming the oriminal was, for his
second murder or theft, to be punished like a laymen,
Identification was scoured by branding first offenders
on the fall of the left thurb with an M for murder, ‘the
brand of Cain, and a T for theft or other orimes. Real
oclergy were, after sonviction, .claimed by the church and
subjeeted to panance or even imprisonmment. It was an
ingenious division of authority to leave the Judgment of
oriminous clerks to the lay courts, end reserve execu-
tion to the church, which was prohibited by the law of
God from shedding blood. But Parliament showed & desire
for mwore; and in 1491 the benefit of clergy was similer-
ly restrioted to persons in holy orders, in the ocase of
doscrters from the army, and of .servants who murdered

their masters.™ 20
The right of sanctuary wae also limited at this time,

but only in so far that first offenders could make use of

19, Ibid.. Pe 210.
20. A. Pollard, "Henry VII", p. 6b.




the right. Thie action was not taken by Henry VII of his
0vn initietive, but he obtained papal bulls to that effeot.
The abuses of thegme privileges were no doubt committed by
oriminele, ond the fault of the system did not lie in .them
°r in the immorality of churchmen, but it was rather & pro=-
blem in which the ohurch insisted on its "liberties and in
its tenderness to every scoundrel who had eny pretence to
olerical privileges. “21

At the beginning of Henry VIII's reign the Commone took
more action ageinst the abuses of the benefit of clergy. A
re;al gontroversy about this very thing raged among the mem-
bers of Parlisment. It was even dobated before the king by
reprecentatives of the Oommons and the oleries. "It was a
debate between fresh and outworn modes of thought, between
the medieval end the modern epirit. “22 The eontroversy went
moch deeper than the benefit of clergy. Henry VIII, through
his repreéentative, Dr, Henry Stndih, wvarden of the Grey-
friars in London, maeintained that paspal decrees did not bind
a region where ocuston was contrary to it and that temporal
Judges could convene clerks before their courts. It beocame
a case of temporal power sgainst ecclediastical. The k:lng'_‘
men mainteined thet the king could even hold parliawment with-
out the spiritusl lezdere beccuse they were there only as tem-

poral possessors and not as spiritual leaders. In other words,

2l, Ibid.. Pe 66,
22, H. A, Fiaher, 4]+ 19 Oito. Pe 221,




Parliament was a lay tribunal and the source of law is seou-
lar. At this time, Wolsey, Henry's minicster, stood with the
elergy, and they held that no temporal judge could try any
Olerk of any order or convene & alerk before a lay tribuncl.
Wolsey then suggested thaet Henry permit the Pope to deoide!
The king then knew that the cardinal and archbishop exalted
8 foreign court above his own. Henry later found his aes-
pistance in the common law judges of England. The bill which
Was up before Parliesment at thigtime was to restriot the ﬁse of
the benefit of olergy but was never passed by this Parliament.
Wolsoy suggested a speedy dissolution of Parliament. It diad
not convéne for another eight years.23

ot only the ccolesiastical court system in England
held up centralization, but also the faat that the Pope set
himself up in Rome as the one who has finel jurisdietion over
any case in any country. It was in faot a forelgn court,
Just as Henry VIII suspected. We find evidence of opbosition
againgt this jurisdiction of the papacy, which reached out
into 211 countries, in England in 1353 when the first Sta-
tute of Praerunire was passed. This aot made it treason to
appeal to the Pope against the King. A second Statute of
Praemunire was passed in 1393 in protest over the Pope's
drawing people out of the oonntryéZo answer for things which

pertain only to the king's court. It was not, however, un-

23. Ibide, pe 215,
24, H. Gee and W. J. Hardy, op. oit., p. 104.




11 Henry VIII broke with Rome that this jurisdiotional
POWer of the papacy was broken in England. It was one of
, the reasons of the break with the Pope. The church had to
= be deprived of its political power and its power ofer the
sourts so that the nionarohy ocould grow as it should. _To be

sentralized the government also needed power to e.n:Boroe law

and to carry out its policies in its own country.

Fapal Finance Wae and Is at this Time
liet with Opposition

Papel finance is olosely connected with the power of the

papacy as a temporal power, for the popes received much of
It is not diffiocult to see

L s ot s :
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their income from landholdings.

how the income from these papal holdings were a constant

drain on the economy of the country as a whole. This is an-

other reason why the church stood in the way of further de-
As long as money flowed to Rome in-

e ——

velopment in Englend.
stead of remaining in the country there conld not be much

advancement of the new esonomy which used money as its basis.
In the o0ld feudsl esonomic system money was not considered

&8s essentiel to prosperity as it is now, with the breaking

up of the feudal system as we have seen. The whole system

of papal provisions, benefits to aliens and the income from

land constituted a block in economic advancement and in the

oentralization of government. The govermment wanted these
finanoial resources for itself to maintain its growth and the

growth of the aountry in general.

—



Williem E. Lunt in his book, Papal Revenues in the
U1ddle Ages, 1lists no less then twenty-two ways in which the

26
Papacy aollected revenues. We shall discuss only a few

of the better known ones.

One source of Revenue whioch originated in England was -/
called Peter's Ponecc. This revenue was paid the sare as a
tribute to the Pope by the countries that were owned and pro=-
tected by the Pope. It had its origin in England as early
as 796, and developed into a payment which all the people
made. Each home was assessed one penny. Innocent III said
he wanted a penny from "each house that smoke out of aomes, "25
The papal collector exacted the pope's share from the dio-
oéses. This payment was abolished by Henry VIII.

Another benefice tax of great financisl importance was
the annates. This tax was a portion of the firt year's reve-

nues of e benefice. This wss o0losely connected with the

practice of the Pope's appointiné his Italian friends to
church offices in England. He could grant the benefice and
thus reserve the amnates for himself. The Statute of Provi-
B80rs was pessed in 1351 which prohibited the Pope from ep-
rointing churoh officials in Englend. A seocond statute of

26, W. E. Lunt, Papal Revemmes in the kiiddle Ages, dis-
cusses these means oi’ revenue: JPatrimonies, cemsus, tribute,
Peter's Pence, inecome tax, subsidies, services, visitation
tax, annates, fruits during vacancies, fruits wrongfull re-
ceived, quindennia, spoils, procurations, indulgences, lega-
cles, chancery taxes, compositions, oblations, gifts, pro-
fits of jurisdiction, sale of offices.
26. ZXbid., p. 69.




Provisors was Daaegd in 1390 under Richard II with additionel
2

Bofegnards added, But unless each king was willing to en-

foree it there was no stopping this practiae.

Except for the sale of indulgences,’ wvhich in theory was
10t the sale of the forgivenese of sins, but the paying of.
money instead of doing penance, the greatest source of in-
oome was the sale of offices at the papal court. Bonifaace
IX (1389-1404) because of finsnolel diffioculties, began this
practice., is the ourisl buresucracy increased there were
more new offices to sell. The purpose, of course, of area-
ting new offices, was to raise monmey by selling them to men
who had the money to buy them. This practice developed on a
lerge ecale in the fifteenth and early eixteenth centuries.

"The traffic was so profitable that sdditions to
the staff continued to be made well into the sixteenth
century, though a portion of the services and annates
had to be asigned to the new colleges in order to make
the offices suffioiently attractive to purchasers. Fach
office was sold for a sum varying from five hundred to
seversl thousand dueats. There were few that cost less
than & thousand duots. In December of 1505 the offi-

ces sold netted 20,600 ducats, 2nd in April of 1506

11,850 ducats. Under Leo X (1513-1521) the sale of
offices provided nearly one-sixth of the ordinary in-

come of the papsl budget." 28
The Pope, however, was not satisfied to colleat dues

and taxes from his English constituency. It was bad enough
when he sent collectors to England to raise money for one of

his privete wars. The ardor of the olergy and people sooled

87. H. Gee and W, J, Hardy, ope. 0it., pe 90.
28. Ve Ea Lunt, 0P. Oit.. Pe 136,
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Somewhat for the papacy after a taxation would be over.
Colleotions end dues were not emongh, however. Italiem
bankers came to England with the power and prestige of the
Papacy behind them, and set up their businesses in London.
Their specislty was loaning money to those individuals who
heecded money to pay their tithes, taxes and levies to the
Pope. Interest, at times, went as high as 50%.‘?’9 Nox on-_
ly were individuals taken advantage of, but also some of
the religiovs corporations that had to meed their payments
to the Pope. The foreign bankers began to aontrol a great
share of the money in England, so much so that even the
kings would borrow from them. Papal finance, indeed, be-
Game sn odious thing to the Englishman, especiglly during
the sixteenth century when England begen to expand in trade
and commerce, and when people within England began to use
and need money to buy and sell and carry on within the
country.

Storms of protest over papal finance in England broke
out alrcady in the thirteenth century and papal prestige be-
gan to deoline. This disaontent over the control of weelth
by the pespasy in England never ouite calmed down until the
bresk with Rome by Hemry VIII in 1533.50 In 1307 the Sta-
tute of Carlisle wes passed, which was directed against pa-

Pal patronage. Too much money was going from the monasteries

29, 0. A, NHarti, "Populaxr Protest and Revolt Against
Papal Finance in England from 1226-1258", Princeton Theologi-

oal Review, XXV, 4, (Oot. 1927), p. 612.

30. ibido. Pe 610,
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in England to the religlous houses on the continent. This
a8ct was dirested against the sending of n.mney out of Eng-
land,

Thus we see that papal finance in England had for
yoears been met with opposition., It oulminated in the break
8nd wae one of the ocesuses. A48 we shall see in the succeed-
ing ohepter, the power of papal finance was reduced through
the confiscation of the monasteries and ocomplete removal of
ties with the Romen Church.

It needs to be emphasized again that England was ooming
out from under the influence of the feudal system political-
ly and economically. Free enterprise, freo trade, and the
right to own property, the inorease in wealth, and, in gene-
ral, the shunge from medieval to modern modes of economy and
life made Englend look, not to a foreign power in Rome, but
to its own interests. And the best thing it could do to
Prt-)sreas was tgout loose from the bonds of feudalism which
Btill existed in England in the form of the temporal power of
the Roman Church. In the place of the medievel barammial
monarchy emerged a more sentralized government under the Tu-
dors. For its own progreses and existence it could not per-
mit another state to éxist within itself, with its own court
system, its own finenecisl system, and its wealth and power.
Therefore, a break with Rome was inevitable at some time, if
it ocontinued to aot in such a manner. The aactions of the
twenties and thirties of the 'sizteenth aentury had far reach-
ing effeats. The faots of the case we review in the next

-chapter.




IV, The Break with the Ohurch of Rome

The Reformation in England is often misunderstood,

Particularly the fimst stages of it. We look in vain if

We attempt to find a ohange of dootrine in the break with
Rome. The Reformation in England is entirely unlike the
Reformation in Germany where Luther brought sbout a reform
in dootrine. That was his objeative, although much of his
8upport came from men who sought political ends for them-
selves, and which Luther did not encourage. In England the
Ploture 1s altogether different. The politiocal aims are-
firet and the change in dootrine which came later was only
a8 by-produet of the actions of Henry VIII in the break with
the Roman Churoch. This we will ee- as we follow the events
and aotions of the astual break with Rome. Henry VIII wan-
ted to be free of any restraining power of the papacy. Doc-
trine meant 1little or nothing in his reformation. It is a

unique part of English history for that very reason.

Opposition Ageinst the Papacy Had a Long History

In 1066 William the cohqueror.:torbaﬁe his people to ack-

nowledge the Roman Pontiff as apostolic or ‘to receive any

letter from the Pope unless it had first been shown to the

1
king himself. 1In 1076 William wrote to Pope Gregory VII:

l. H., Gee and W. J. Hardy, op. 0it., De 59
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"I refused to do fealty, nor will I, becsuse neither have
I promised 1t, mor do I find that my predecessors did it
to your predeaessors."2 Here we see what a great differ-
ence of feeling there was for the papacy when a country grew
up, not under the jurisdiotion of an emperor, but as an in-
dependent state under a king, This is no doubt one of the
greatest reasons for the opposition against the Pope in
England through the eenturies up to the break when this na-
tionalistic feeling was more intensive.

That was only the beginning, In 1164, under the reign
of Henry II, we find the ensotment of more legislation a-
gainst recognizing the Pope as a ruler, in the form of the
Constitutions of Clarendon. It wes an attempt to lead the
people to recognize the king as their ruler and head, and
not the Fope. The Constitutions of Clarendon prohibited
people of Englan% from appealing further than the 1::!.5° with-
out his consent. The faot that people were allowed or aom-
manded by the Pope to appeal to him above their king was
humilisting to the monarchs of England. In every century

there are aots against the power of the pepaay.
le have already alluded to the aotions of Edward I in
1301 when he opposed the Pope on the Socottish question. His

barons sentfﬁ letter to the Pope defending their king and

2. Ibid., p. 56.
Se Ibid., P 1.
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protesting the actions of the former. Then in the four-
teenth century the statutes of provisors and praemunire were
rassed. The former prohibited the Pope from appointing
church officials in Englend. The latter made it a penzl of-
fense to recognize the Pope’s officials or to enforce his
bulle. In 1366 Wycliffe protescted egainst the snmual tri-
bute which England had to pay the Pope. . John Lackland had
prorised this paymont and had signed England over to the
2ope as a fief vhen Ingland was hard pressed by the Scots.
In 1428, Henry IV, reminded the people that they ought not
to recognize any legates sent to England\ by the P0pe.4
These instances of gntagonism against the power of the
papacy serve to prove that, although the actual bresk with
Rome was comparatively sudden, the feeling against Rome had
a long history. This also bears out the faot that, as no-
where else, there was & spirit of nationelism and indépen-
dence in England. They had mever had olose ties with the
vapacy as the Furopean powers under the emperors. English
development had been more along nationalistic lines. There-
:Eore,' the reason why Henry VIII succeeded where such men as
Henry II failed in the break with Rome was that the spirit
of nationalism and independence in England had greatly de-
_ veloped in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries as we have
pointed out in earlier chapters. Papal authority had suf-

4, Ibid., pe. 140.
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fered ymon during this time also, because of its un-Christ-

‘1an doalings politicelly. 4 oase in point: In 1526 Charles

V., Emperor, captured Franois I of France and the latter pro-
Dised that he would not cause more trouble. The Pope, how=-
ever, relieved Franois of his oath to Charles and urged him

to fight Charles agnin, which he did. This agreement be-
tween Franeis and tho Pope to fight Charles was known as the
League of Cognac, Chsrles V lmew who was responsible and
immedintely marchod on Rome and sacked the oity and took the
20pe ocaptive. The reason behind the Pope's actions was that
he thought Charlos -WaB becoming too powerful end wanted him
stopped. It was at this time, too, thet the Pope found him-
self in the dilomma of either granting Henry VIII his divorece
from Catherine, and disobey Charles, or not grant it and suf-
fer more at tho hand of the Em;per_or. All these actions cer-
tainly caused people to look upon the papacy with some sar-
casm and no little aontempt. Papal authority had also suf-
fered because of the Babylonian Captivity of the ohurch (1305-
1376) when Clement V moved the guria to the French oity of
Avignon and where the papaoy was subservient to French rule,.
This washspecially antagonistis to Englishman because Eng-
land was at war with France at this very time. The Great
Schism (1378-1417), in which no less than three popes at the
same time olaimed to be the Viaar of Ohrist on earth, cer-
tainly did not enhance the papal power and prestige. These,
then, are some of the reasons why English kings did not want
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to be under the povwier of & papacy that was dominated by
foreign oand hostile interests, or a papsey that tried to
dletate to king and people.

The Divoree Was Uped by Henry VIII as a

Pretext for the EBreek

Henry VIII was eleven years old when his béother Ar-
thur died. Spain wanted the merriage between Henry and Ca-
therine to take place for reasons of whioch we have spoken
in our seocond chapter. They knew that this wouid require a
rapel dispensation because of the Levitical law which pro-
hibited such & marrisge of a deceased brother's widow. In
due time the dispensation was granted, and the marriage took
Plase in 1509,

By 1527 Henry VIII made it kmown to Cardinal Wolsey that
he wanted a divorece from Catherine. Ihis‘aotion would require
another dispensation from the Pope. OClement VII, however,
was now domineted by Charles V who had Just sacked Rome and
wes holding the Pope captive. As long as Charles dictated
to the Pope there would be no dispensation for Henry VIII.
This was, indeed, a dilemma in which the papacy found itself
during these years.

The divoroe finally led to the breach with Rome, but it
was not the cause of the Reformation. It was only a conven=-
ient opportunity for England to break the power of the Romsan
Chureh in England and to put it under the domination of the




Orown. The groeat majority of the people of England must
have been favorable to the break for there was no sorioms
Orrosition on their part. The breaking point between two
bPowers hed f£inslly come and Henry VIII found this way to
declare England free of the papacy.

"The divoree was the spark which ignited the
flame, but the combustible materials had been long ex-
istent. If the divorce had been all, there would have
been no Reformation England., After the death of Anne
Eoleyn, Henry might have done some trifling penance at
his subjeots' expense, made the Pope a present, or
waged o war on one of Clement's orthodox foes, and that
would have heen the end. liuch had happened since the
deys of Hildebrand, and Popes were no longer able o
exaoct heroic repentance. The divorce, in fact, was -
the ococasinn, end not the cause, of the Reformation.™ 5
The reason for Henry's desire for a divorce from Ca-

therine has been erroneously attributed to his love for Anne
Boleyn, daughter of one of England's noble families. Henry
VIII's perconal 1life does not bear out this fact. Hie morel
aode did not reestriot him to one wife or keep him from 1illi-
0it relations with other women. Amne Boleyn merely happened
to be the one whom he wanted to use as a means to an end.
Amme Boleyn's "place in Englieh history is due solely to the
circumstence that she appesled to the less refined part of
6 :

Henry's nature." Henry's doubts as to the validity of his
marriage with Catherine have also been given as the reason
for wanting a divoree from her. Henry, under Thomas Crenmer,

had the universities look into the matter of Canon Law and

S« A. Polliard, "Henry VIII", p. 232,
6. Ibid., p. 192,




the prohibited degrees of marriage. These sctions, too,
however, sre overshadowed by the re2al caunses and reasons
Vhich lie in Henry's desire to be rid of the ties with
Rome and to be the hesd of his own church in England.
Perhans one fact does have some weight in Henry's
consl derations for & divorce. He had no male heir to sno-
ceed him on the thrown. But this reason again was only a
means to an end for he would no.t hesitate to cast off any
number of wives who wonld not bear a male heir. Catherine
and Henry had six children snd only one daughter, lMary,
lived. He needed a male suocessor because if Mary took the
throne, the asountry wounld no doubt .asain be thrown into ei-
vil war., There were stil]ﬁ:retenders for the orown in the
country. If liary married a foreign prince England would be
subjeat to that country. In faoct, marriage in France or
Spain would almost be eertain to ‘ba:':" her succession becguse.
the English disliked these nations. Relations with Spain
were besoming more strained as time went on. OCatherine was

practically acting embamsador of Spain to Englend. This, of

oourse, had serious drawbacks. Henry had been betrayed by
Ferdinend in his invasion of France in 1514. He did not

want to leave a disputed inheritance. The Tudors were be-
ginning to establish themselves firmly on the throne. There-

for, Henry wanted a new wife to have a legitimate male heir.

e Ibid-. Pe 180.



1

bt | 0l

He had no seruples about mistresses, but heirs from them
would eause diepention. He, therefore, conveniently saw

the judgment of God in his childlessness for marrying his
brother's wife! He wanted the Pope's dispenmsation so that
everything wovld be "legitimate."” In subsequent astions end
the Pope's refussl to glve the dispensation Henry VIII saw

his chence to forever bresk from the power of the Church of

Rome,
The Actions During tho Breach with Rome

The divoree proceedings were put into the hands of
Cardinal Wolsey and Henry instructed him to obtain the dis-
pensatisn. The Pope's legato, Campeggio arrived in England
&nd opened court at Blaockfriars, in London, on May 31, 1529.
It dragged on until July. Campeggio procrastinated and fi-
nally postponed the proceedings until Ootober. Why? Look-
ing behind the scenes we find that. the Pope in December of
1527 had “"esoaped" the imperial foroes. Wolsey obtained frem
him & donditional diepensation for Henry's divorece from Ce-
therine and remarrizge to Anne. Wolsey also wanted a ée-
oretal bull which would practicelly determine a favorable
verdiet for Henry's divorse, which would invalidate Julius
II's dispensation for the merriage. At first the Pope re-
fused. Pressure was put on the imperialist cardinals.
leanwhile, Francis I of Franoe was again becorming militari-

1y more powerful. He¢ ogptured Naples. Therefore, with
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Charles' foroces weskening the Pope made conoessione again.
The deoretal bull, whioh would give Henry the divorce was
rut into the hands of Campeggio undated, so that it comnld
be revoked if neoesaary.8 In 1528, however, when the trisl
in England was abont to take plase, Charles' imperisl forces
Wore again on the aseendancy. This changed the politieal
risture sgain for the Pope, sinece Charles was ageinst a
dispensatiion for Henry, and the Pope could only afford to
submit to the power of Charles. Hurthermore, news was
brought to the Pope that Charles had in his possésaion_a
letter which Julius II had written to Ieabella in 1503 that
her daunghter's marriage with Henry VIII was perfectly legzl.
If thie were true the Pope could not allow the decretal bull
to be published which inwelideted Julius' dispensation and
would make Charles an enemy. Therefore, Campegglo received
word to destroy the bull. Thus the trial eome to nothing.
The divorce case could not bo isolated from the Euroﬁean
affairs. 7The Pope was too involved thefe to give a dispen-
sation. It was not a matter of morality or legality, but one
of power and diplomaoy.g The Pope and Charles signed a trea-
ty and Henry VIII was oited to appear in Rore, in person or
proxy, to stand trial for the divorace.

lever before had a king of England beén tried in a for-
eign court and Henry VIII wes determined that it should not

8. H. A. Fisher, op. oit., D 275.
9. 1Ibid., pe. 286.




happen now. Wolsey wes useless to Henry now, therefore he
Wee replaced by Thomaes Cranmer, who had suggested that the
king use the universities to back his divorce demende. Par-
liament was oconvened on November 3, 1529, and during its
8even years of existence it severed connestions with Rome,
Henry left nothing undone to gain favorable opinions on
hie divoroe from the universities of England and even of
France so that he might say that right was on his side.
Hie power, however, was not enough to overbalance that of
the empire on the Pope. Therefore, he started out to prove
to Rome thet he meant business. "The question was far too
intimately involved in seculer and ecolesisstical politios
to be viewed in the dry light of canonical acienne."lo
Crorwoll wae Henry's chief aid in the break with Rome.
He declered that he would make Henry the most powerful king
in Ohristendom. One thing stood in the way, the church.
Therefore, bills were put through Parliament which limited
the actions of the elergy in collecting money and selling and
buying land. The olergy was indiocted under the Statute of
Praerunire which prohibited them from recognizing the pepal
legate, Wolsey. This was unjust because Wolsey had always
been the papal legate with Henry's comsent. The clergy tried
to buy absolution with money, but Henry wanted more than mon-
©y. He told them that the money could not be aceceptied unless

10. Ibid.. De 302,
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the king was rocognized as the hoad of the Church ir Eng-
land., %he convocation of the higher clergy finally ce-
ceptod and declarecd Heary VIII the hoad of thglchuroh. in
England "es far as the lew of Christ gllows,”  This is
Imowvm as the fireieubmission of the olergy, 1531.

In this same year, by the instigation o2 Cromwell,
Perliamont petitioned the king to abolish annatealgnd ?ro—
vVisions or they would vote to withdraw from Rome. Lean-
vhile, Honry's diplomatic »ressure on the Zope was of no o=
vail. The Zoppe even iéﬂued a letter forbidding Henry to
mrry, and forbidding anyone else to judge the matter ex-
gopt the Holy See. thile Parllament was clamoring egainst
the abuses of the Church Henry duly informed the Pope what
Parlimmont wes talking sbout to inoite the Pope against it
and to make it appear as if he wore being forced into his
gourse of aotion,

- Then oame the second submission of the clergy in .wh:loh
Parliament restrioted ecolesiastical legislation. U“verything
rassed by convooation would have to have the aonsent of the
King, The iet of the Restraint of Appesls was passed as
law, which restricted appecls even of spirituel cases to the
orown instead of the Pope. Annates were abolished which
left the Fope without any reveme from England. The King
was now the head of the Church in England. The divorce oase

11, Ibid., p. 508,
12, Ibido. Pe 310,




gould be tried there without eny difficulty ee to the out-
core, Fenry end inne were rerried. When Archbishor Werhem
died in 1533, Henry wee coneilietery to the Pope long enough
to heve Cronmer ripghtfully eppointed as Archbishop. The
céomplete bresk with Rore care, then, in 15?4 with the en-
foreerent of the sote sgeinet peyments of snnates end feee
to the Copes The iet of Supremeoy wee passed, The King was
given the power to appoint 21l churchmen to their offices
- in Pnglend. 411 legisletive powers of the clergy were bro-
ken and the eoclesiestical oourt system was reetrioted.
Thue Henry put inte :Eoree'a'il the acts that hed been passed.
The breek wes an acoorplished feot.

The next ptep wae the diesolution of the monasteries.
In 1536 the Aot of dissolution wes pessed by which the empl-
ler honeee were diszolved. In 1539 the larger monasteries
were dissolved. The monasteries had peesed the time of their
usefulness, Iesrning was in the hands of the universities,
reople were working, and those vho depended on charity wouvld
now heve to work., The monesteries had restriocted economie
edvancement through their lendholdings. Their dissolution
marks the end of feudslism in England, eoconomically and po-

litieelly,

The Break From Rome Was Not Doetxrinal
but a Break from Rome's Power

Henry VIII destroyed the power of the Churoh in England
by abolishing all papel Jurisdiotion in England and by put-
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ting the church under the power of the state. Ienry's prime
objective waee to repudiste, and have his peoplec repudiate,
the Fope. "The vath of loyelty to the king was adminicstered
to both leity and clergy, universitiezs and convocations. For
the mosgt part people and clergy acceptod his decrces. Xor-
ligment wes rore concerned about the separation Ffrom Rome
then with what kind of dootrine would be taught in the church
in Fnglaend. On NHovember 3, 1654, when Perliament finished
the legul bueinees of the separation they declared that the
kEing "Juetly end rightfully is and ought to be cupreme heed
of the Church of I'mgland, end to enjoy all honours, cignities,
profite, end commo.a:ltiee to the said digni{z of Supreme EKead
of the Church bLelonging end gppperteining."

Lven, Volsey, the Archbishop, did not have éootrine in
mind when he worked for Henry's divorce. FEis point cf viecw
wes that of & politicisn, not that of & man of religion. He
"eonfined his trestment of the situstion within the limits
of tke work of a politicisn with educaticnal lesnings. "15

The Reformatiorn in Englend in its beginning had very
little chenge in dootrine, for the reason that that was not

its objeetive. ILuther made & revision of dootrine. Henry

.merely changed the relstions between church and state. Lu-

ther's wes a religious reformetion, with sore politiecel aon=-

13. Ibiﬁ., P. 41,

14. Ibid.' Pe 344,
15 A. D. Innes, "England Under the Tudors", p. 95.
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eequenaes, Henry's was & politiocal and economic recon-
gtrvetion, primarily, which ultirately brougﬁt some re=-
formed dootrine.16 Honry wes doing exnctly what the Churaeh
had done when anyone deviated from ite path. He wanted uni-

ty of »olitieal opiniorn in Fngland. "The olaims of the na-

tive stste were pitted against those of the univoraai Church
in a confliat unsweetened by eonoiliation or temperance.“17
Allegianae to the Pope woo considered as subversive to tho
nolitieasl order of the realm.

Henry VIII 4id not want to aecept Lutheran dootrine or
any Confescion like the Angebvurg Confession becsuse it womnld
2lly him with men who believed that it was wrong for him to
obtain a divoroe from Catherine. This would have tended to
destroy his sutonomy over the Church of ﬁngland, and would
have been a barrier to politicszl undorstanding with the Enm-
reror. Therefore, Henry drew up what 15 knovm as the Ten
Artisles, They were io set up the kind of dootrine tha% was
to be taught in Fngland. The articles were comscrvztive,
thet ie to say, they retained slmost all the Romsn Catholio
dostrine. In faast, Portestant teachings spread a little more
than Henry wanted. In 1539 Six Articles were drawn up en-
foroing transﬁbstantiatian. gelibacy, monastic vowé and other
Roman Catholic doetrines. In-1545 there was a prohibition

against reading the transletions of the Bible. Farliament

16, Ibid., p. 97.
17. H. A. Fisher, op. olit., p. 355.




wag given the right to deoide on doetrines and dogmas. When
Henry VIII died in 1547 the Roman Catholio system of dootrine,
liturgy and preotice was still intaof. 'Eapal power, howver,
had been eholiched in Fngland. It was not until latexr that
shanges of dootrine took place in ;he Chureh of Englend un-
der such Protestant rulers es Edward VI, Flizabeth, and James I.
In aoncluesion, we know that the Reformetion in England
ves not brought about by heretical tendencies on the pert of
the Xing. whéfe 15'50 parallel for the situation as it came
ebout in England. Religion went on the same as before emong
the people. _Thé &hole sacremental syster was left intact.
Yet, there were no bonds or ties with the papal power of Rome.
The Reformation in its beginning was not & Protestant move-
rent, such as was taking place in Germeny. The economic and
political considerations far outweigh any offers that might
be brought forward as the rcason for the bresk with Rome.
This wse en age where avthority was oonsidered ag impor-
tant end force waes eonsiddred necessery to hold that authori-
tve The time was ripre for the break with the papsoy. It had
proven itself as out-moded and & detriment to any ruler who

was subjected to its policles. With the Renaissance moverment

there was a change from the o0ld to the new, in slmost every
field of 1life and endeavor. The feudalism of the Church
stood in the way of further development, and therefcre, the
finel outocome hed to be a separation from its jurisdiaetion and

power. The Church as it was, constituted a virtual blosk to




esconomia and politie2l advancement. Henry VIII sirmply
found the slution to that problem by cutting his eoun-
try froo from the ties that would bind it to a2 foreign

noweXre.
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