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not to help the enemies of Pranoe. In 1686 the pope formed 

the Holy League with l!'ranois and rebuffed Oharlea, w1 th the 

zieau1 t that the Imperial 8rDJ7 aaoke4 Rome. 

Relations �~� Spain 

Henry VII was a miser. Uoneyhadma.ah to do with hie 

relations with Spain. In his relations with Spain Hanry VII 

reaohed the high point of his d1plomao7. Spain at this time 

••a a first r ate plwer in the world, and Henr7 meant to oon­

aolidate hie position with her. Therefore, in 149?, during 

the timo oi' ,larbeok'e attempts against the English throne, 

Henr7 made negotiations \11th Spain for the marriage of hie 

son, Arthur, to Oatherine, daughter of Ferdinand and Isabel­

la. There were maD7 fruits of these· negotiations.. Rem'7 

reoeived a two hundred thousand duoat doWZ7 from Perdinand 

and Isabella, but not until after mu.ah biokering on Henr7'a 

part did Spain agree. Besides the solemn betrothal, there 

were two pro:zy marrieges: all this b7 dispensation of the 
31 

pope. It was not onl7 a mone7 adnntage for England. 

Jerdinand smoothed the wa~ for peaoe between Sootland and 

England, and, through his 1nf'luenae Louie XII of Franoe 

hastened to BUrrender Yorkist sympathisers. !rhe marriage 

was aonoluded on Bov. 15, 1501 • . fhua HenrJ' had the support 

of Spain's power for the time being. !rhia allianoe oontin-. 
ued, more or leas. for fort7 7eara and we shattered when 

Engl.and broke with Rome. 

31. Ibid., P• 81. 
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Six monthe a:rter t he marriage, howeTer • . 7oung Arthur 

died. By thi e time the oll1anae had beaOJ11e more neoeeaerJ' 

for Spain than for F.ngland. Spain's help to England bad b7 

this time, t hrough various developments, beoome almost 

uaeless. Outwardly Henry seemed to be firml.7 established 

and England a power in t he world. Bow it was Ferdinand end 

Iaabella 'Who bep n to urge a marriage between Oat'berine and 

her brother-in-law, Prinoe He1'll7. .Uegotiatione began. Hen­

ry demanded t hst the remainder of the dowry be paid first. 

fhis, rather t han t he proposed eanples of oonaoienoe of 

Henry VI I • caus ed t he dolay.. 

Ferdinand and . enry wero like-minded ,men. Doth had a 

keen apprea:ta t i on of money, and both knew how to strike a 

bargain. Ferdina nd mnted the ha:lf of the dowry whioh had 

been paid, to be returned to Spain. Henr7 wanted to oolleot 

the other hal f . It was .Ferdinand who then proposed tlle.t the 

JOUng 1>rinae end Catl orino be betrothed. 

When Henry died on April 21, 1609, the 7oung prinoe be­

oame Henry VII I, King of England. 0~ .Tune 3, Catherine and 

Henry were married, after having onoe olaimcd that tl1e be­

trothal was void beoause he was not of age at the time it 

was negotiated. 111ere were no aoruples of ooneoienoe in 

Benr1 in 1509, when be married hie sister-in-law by d1spen­

aat1o1'of t he Pope. A few years later he used hie marriage 

aa a means of breaking aw7 from the power of the Roman 

Chu:roh. 
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Relat1ona with sootland -----
.It has be.en '°'ell said that Sootland is the baok door 

of England. From ti e i1mnemol'1a1 Sootland had been a per­

petual menaoe to her southern Saxon neighbors. There was 

J\atred 'bet ,een Saotland and England. When England warre4 

against any European pouer they also had to maintain arms 

in readiness against t he Soots, in the north. When the kings 

of Engl.and led their armies fort)) to the oontinent. that was 

the Bi @nal :for Scotland to attaok. !fh1a 1a 1'1h7 dip1omat1o 

relations wi th Scotland were oontinually oarried on b7 the 

hdora. Henr y VII tried to .make allianoe after alliance with 

Saotland. If h e coul d onoe bring Sootland to his side. his 

diplomaay in Europ e wo -;.ld oerry that ma.oh more weight. It 

waa always Scotland that was .behind the intripea and up- ,. 

risings agai 11st llenry VII, and whQ brought tho:l.r foroee in-

to England when Henry VIII waged •r 111 !ranoa. Inside 

Saotland there was aont:l.nual dissena:l.011 betweon the baronial 

families to oontrol the orown. ~evert~elesa. "the one bind­

ing aenti1nent t hat/oould be relied on in a oriaia was anta­

BODiam to England. If Engl.and' a eyes were bent on Fro.nae 
32 

Bho mu.at still manage to keep a watoh on the north." 

llonry VII tried to remedy this situation. In 1488 when 

l amea III of Sao tland ms murdered. and 3 ames IV was a bo7. 

he tried to gain th~ support of the noble~. However. beoauae 

ot the many feuds among these :familes Hem-7 oou14 never be 

82~ A. D. Innes. op. oit •• P• 83. 



aura of a lasting peaoe. F1nall7, however, he gained a 

treaty with J amos IV through the marriage of hia claughter, 

?largaret. With J ames. It woe not destined to be a happ7 

Jrarriage or an end tq the politioal problem. The bride 

waa proud an.d pleasure loving, and the groom waa ver7 un­

stable. 

For when Iienry VIII v,as •rr~ng in Jranoe, the Soots 

under J ames IV attaoked England. English foroes were ral­

lied by Ca.t heril'le and the Soots were defeated 4eoiaivel7 

at Flodden Field. J ames IV waa killed. Sootland was left, 
33 

muoh as before, ohafing under English bmination. 

Relations ,!llh, !h!. J?ape.01 

It would seem that this disoussion would pertain to a 

later ohapter i however, we oannot help but aae in the reign 

of Henry VII and, l oter Henry VIII, relations with the pa­

paoy purely of a politioal noture. The Pope waa oonsidered 

as a foreign prinoe and when relation~ were oarred on with 

other countries the Pope played no BD!Bll part. The develop­

ments whioh lead up t~ the break with the papao7 also have 

their beginnings in th.e reing of Henry VII, though tbe7 are 

not outstandingly apparent on the nrfaoe. 

Henry VII was an orthodox Roman Oatholio and this to a 

large degree may aooount for the harmony thet apparently 

enated during his re1sn. There was perhaps no serious frio-

83. H. A. Fisher, op. oit., P• 189. 
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tion, but "no pope ven,.tured to dispute He12r7· VII 's nomi­

nations for English preferments; and thq were made w1 th 

atr1ot regard to tlle interests of the O:rown. llorton, Deanne, 

Warham, Foxe, Ruthal, Sherborne, Urm.ok, and others re­

oeived their b1Bhopr1os and deaneries aa re1f81"48 and endow­

ments for 01v11 and not for spiritual aervioes ••••• HenrJ' in­

deed, oharaoterietioally regarded hie relations with the 
34 

ohuroh and papaoy as a sound buaineee oonneotion." 

Many ohurobmen in England were in politios and were the 

~dors' beet statesmen. !rb.ey ware useful. to Henry VII in 

'm.Drling and holding hie throne and they ware useful to Henry 

VIII in extending hie power. But as time went on tho aotions 

of tho Pope in politios booame more and more distasteful. to 

Henry VII I. '/llen the Pope formed the l,•gue of Oambra1 sup­

posedly for a better defense against the hrk and Henry aaw 

that it wae merely a oover up for adZ'ess1on and banditry he 

re:tueed to publish tl1e papal bull in li.ilgland whioh attempted 

to make the league look legitimate. Hanry VIII's "generous 

illusions soon "fDniahed before the sordid realities of Euro­

pean etateoraft; and the defense of Christendom beoame with 

him, as With the others, a hollow pretense, a diplomatio 
35 

fiotion. 11 , 

34. A. Pollard, 11Ha111"7 VII", P• 61. 
35. A. Pollard, "Hen%'7 VIII", P• 65. 



II. Tile B:reald.n@t3;_•~ the Baanaoda Jleuilall 
---S-zstem Drou tnout Gr•ter 

can ra lzation 

!i?he end of the fifteenth and the beginning of' the siz-
, 

teenth oenturies may be regarded as the turning point :from 
1 

medieval to modern sooiety. llY this time the eoonomio re-

'YDlution was almost oompleted. Thia is the era of ~evolu­

tions: territorial, religious, and aooial. 

!rhe Creation of the New Gent17 

fhe great and prinoely power of the barons diaappearad. 

The6 doom wa.s sealed when Henl'J' VII •a viotorioue on Bos­

worth Field.. The repreasi ve polioy of Henry ·vII so reduoed , 
the power of t he barons that any future inaurreotion would 

be doomed forever. He oreatad a new nobility. mien the 

fiefs of the deoeaeed barons fell to the king by eeoheat he 

re~1a~ued t he land to others. Previously the lay peers had 

legnl juris diotion in tl1eir powers. It went with the land. 

low, however, Henry VII brok~ that power by d1easaooiating 

&DJ' jurisdiotion a nd government position Whatsoever :from 

ownership of t 1· e land, It is true, they oould be appointed, 

but ownership did not inolude these funotione as previously. 

!l'he land of t h e peers was now subjeot to the oourts, whioh 

in turn, were responsible to the King's Counoil. !rhe dis-

l. , . Cunningham, The Growth of' English Indu.stq and 
Oommoroe During t1,e Early and itiddleAges, I, P• 469. -



tr~ot was represented in Parliament b7 the aleotion of one 

who represented h i s dietriot in the House oC Commons. No 

longer oould the nobility oonvert retainers into armies as 

t hey had done. Bo longer oould they use their luriadiotion­

al powers in t h e effaira of the oountry. The old heredi to.Z'J' 

Values ha d di sintegrated. Bew families were ennobled; the . 

dld ariatoe r aoy meant nothing. The Xing himself was the 

grands on of 2 \'lelah knight. Thus we see how this break of 

baro.nta l p ower brought England to the establishment of a 
2 

oentralized government. 

The Eoonomio Revolution Had Been Completed 

The or ea t ion of t he new gentry was on y one of the signs 

of t he breaking up of the feuc1al aystem. The agrioultural 

revoluti-on had beon going on for the past hundred years. It 

wae p:motioally oompleted by the time of the English Refor­

mation. Al most anyone oot'lld own. buy and -,ell land. The old 

manoria l system had been and was fast ohanging by the turn 

of t h e oentury. 

Agricu1ture 

Up to this t i me. l i fe in F.ngland had beeitalmost oom- _ 

pletely r ur al. or we might oall it, agrioultural. Life • s 
simple end revolved around the manor and the small village 

in whioh the serfs lived. Enoh village •e independent in 

2. A. D. Innes, op. oit., P• 7. 
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1t1e1:r and interoouree with tho outside world •e pnoti­

oally unknovm as we know it today. Eaoh manor ooneiate4 

of a manor house where t be lord lived, a amall mill, per­

haps looa ted on ~ stream of water, and the land. A oer­

tatn amount of t he land was oult1Teted for farming, ano­

ther portion wa s used for pasture and the remainder \"i&B 

wooded. l•:noh serf v1as to oill ti vate a oertain eeotion of 

t he :f~rn; l and. !l:l : e amount of sround a serf farmed dif­

fered e s 1,mch as :rrorn ono to tbirt;v sores. U eua1ly eaoh 

aerf held rights to use the pasture land and to out wood. 

Al tllough the r ulae and regnlations of eaoh manor oould dif­

fer, i n sener l, the serfs 1lad to work a stipulated amount 

of t ime f or t he lord and pay ~im a oertain amount of dues, 

not so much at first with money, but iri kind. 

Then changes began to take plaoe. fbere began the 

growth of a olase of free tenant people. Sarvioe to the 

lor d o~ t he manor was oommutod to money value. At the 

time oi Henry I some ~snore were divided into lend "at 
3 

work" anci l e.nd "at ~eat." !I'be lords began to enclose waste 

l ands and woodlands end rented it. Thie gave rise to the 

olaea of free tenante. In the thirteenth oentury t he prao­

tioe of a omr.'illt ation beoame more general. Jobs were oonsi­

dered i n money value. 

In 1349 a pl e gne oalled the "Blook Dea th'' severely de­

populated t he n iral a reas. It hes been eet!ll'lllted that the 

3. w. J. Ashley, An Introduotion to English Eoonomia 
History~ Theor7. P• ilJ. -
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"Blaok Death" took as muoh as half the population of Bngi, 

land. Th~s had a dooided effeot ~pon the agrioultural 

:feudal system b eoau se tl1ere were no,ilLeaa workers than be­

fore mnd t h o pea sant s oould afford to be more de~nding. 

~e "Black Dea th" praotioslly spelled the doom of the ma­

norial s;,rs tem. ·,vages doubled and tripled until the Statute 

of Lab~rera \V8B passed wlliah attempted to keep wages doffll. 

But it f a iled. ~en were needed to work and the employers 

oould not do othe1·m.ee than . hire for high_ wages. Competi­

tion apr on t1.p in the 1.vorltin& olaeses and tho lords f1D4 

merol1&nts also 00JJ1peted with ea c,h other in their pa;?JDent o:t' 

wages. e employer who oould pay the highor wages oould 

got t he l · t,or . ',1'hen t l'!e Statute of Laborers was enforoed 

1 t onl oau scc!. l awles sness in the laboring o~aas. They be­

gan t o shi f t i'ror1 one pl eoo to the ot~er. These people oame 

to be kno wn as t he free laboring aloes. _ ~is sittmtion also 

ge.ve rise t o a olaes of people who boacmG virtual vap bonda 

and "outlav1s 11 • 

The lords :found it i mpossible to oul ti wte oll their 

land. They not only bogan to rent out more o~ their -lend. 

but also oon vertod mu.oh of it to pasture land for t h e rai­

sing of she ep. Tl10 sorf who was still tied to t h e land be=­

OSJlle more nd more dieoontended. Re saw many of his fe1low 

worke~e earning money. The serf. too. wanted more freedom. 

ond loss burdensome duties whiol1 t11e lords demanded. Feu­

dalism was beginnins to split wide open. !he peasants gave 
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o,ert ev1denoo of tleir d1esat1s:l'aot1on 1n l88t 1n what 1B 
4 

kno~ ae t h e Peasants' Bevol t. 

The Peasants' Revolt was an expresa1on o:r the disin­

tegrating o:f t h e existing sooial life. !he rebellion m.a 

repreeecd bu t t lle old institutions. whioh had. to a aertain 

-· extant. mainta ined order and enforoed moral1tl". bover re-
& 

oovored any of t heir effootivoneee. !'he aarta'llltural re~ 

volution spread slowly but snrel7 throughout Engl.and. and b7 

the time of t h e T1.1 dors it hod advanoed so rapid~7 as to ro­

oei ve t heir ttention. Whon Biahard II aama to the t hrone 

a lorge part of t he population o'f England lf&re serfs. When 

Henry _VI! asoend~d t he throne. serfdom ffllB fast beaoming 

extinot. 11IJ no rial nuthor1 ty was oeaeing to have the pro.o­

tioul importanoe whioh it onee possessed in regard to all 
6 

t i;e details of villse;e l 'lfe." 

After t ho "Blaol Death" and the Peasants' Revolt. when 

· t he popula "'·ion be gan to in.oreaae again bo'tJ1 the lords and . . 
t l1e ser f s r eal i zed t hat to pay rent for the use of lend. 

and to pa~ wagos f or l abor was better then the old system 

of payin no r ent end reoeiving no 11&ges. The peasant be­

oame e. free tenant and t he lord hired the l abor he needed~ 

Thue by t he i ddle of t he fifteenth oent\lry moat o:r t h e 

peasants were freemen. From oommu.tation of eervioe 'for 

m~ney it advanoed to rent for la~d an~ wages for lP.bor. 

It was not long before tbe landlords real~sed ~hat tbe 

G. :r.a. Trevel7811, !!!,! !B!. .e! Wff liffe, P• 186. w. Cunningham. op. ai~p. 3 • 
Ibid. 
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wasteland whioh they had oonverte4 to pasture wa paying 

them mo:re than their tilled l .and tor whioh tho7 z,eooi ved 

only a small rent. Along with this s1~t1on the laboring 

olase grew larger. The supply o:f labor beaame greater than 

the d9Jl".ancl. The lanrllord even bepn to aonvert t111age 

land into pasture l a nd, thus throwing more people out of 

\'IO~k a s time went on. This 1e Jcnown as the praotiae o'f en­

oloaure. The l andlords beosme land "grabbers." Sheep rai­

sing beoame a profitable business. I.ten were turned off the 

soi l and t he l aborii'lg ole.ea beoame' .diaoontent~ ?Jany be­

aame vngabonde. 

Thi s greed on t e part o:f the land owning o1aes was 

not rostri oted t o la;vrnon only. "Suoh heart1eea greed of 

ge1n was bad onoug'h i n mere l a,men; in ohurabmen, 1 t was in­

tolerabl e , yet t he monasteries were no better than t he la7 
7 

landlords." Tho acts of Parliament &891l'lst enolosure of 

land did not help mn.ah. Open 10.nd farming seemed to be 

doomed with t he • ominr, of the wool business. The law was 

disregarded. "Abbots and barons, squires and tenant-farm­

ers, oven humble oommonors of the village bad enaloaed both 
a 

fo:r arable and pasture 1n clefianoe of the aata." Rents 

alqrooketed a nd ev1otione beoame moz,e numerous. Even Wol­

aa:, oould not stop 1 t. "In soma oount1ea there 1a direot 

'• A. D. Innes, "SDoial Life 1n !a.dor England," Om 
veraal History oi' the World, 3. A. Bammerton, ed., Vol-;-Tl, 
P• Ae,. - -

a. H. A. Fisher, op. o1t., P• am.. 



e~denoe to show that the eoolee1aet1oal lancl.lord ezaote4 

higher rents both for arable and pasture than his lay 
. 9 . 

neighbor." Thie .dielooat1on of labor oauae4JDDoh went 

and misery and it . was the oause of bandi t1"7 and loonl up­

r1e1ngs suqh a,e the so-oalled "Pilgr!mage of Graoe" at the . 
time of Henry VIII. in \1h1oh the peasants of Kent marohed 

against London. Unlike modern clays, unemploJment w~a a new 

problem of the sixteenth oentu.ry. It was a p,r1od of trans­

ition: a period of the rise of new ola.ssea in eooiety. 

The dapi tal !I!!! Labor Olaaaea 

When the 3:-e,ndlord began to oommu.te aerT1oe for a pay­

ment of stipulated fees, the rent was often paid in goods. 

Gradually, however. money oam, to be the medium of exohange. 

Rent end T1Bgee began to be oomputed in te:rma of ~oney. By 

the olose o:f the foi1rteenth oentury money had oome into use 

in elm.oat e.11 perts of the oountry for many eoon~mio purpo­

ses. Then when the ln~dlord found that sheep raising was 

profitable and oonTerted his land for that purpose be also 

aoquire_d wealth. Th~e wealth aocnunalated in the hands of 

a few and oapi telism oame into being. Bot only did the oa­

pital.1et learn that hie money would b'IQ' land to make. more 

money. but alee that his money oould make more . money throueti 

loans. and inveatmen@. Sootet7 oame to be 4iTide4. ae in 

our demooratio system. into oapitaliata and laborers. 

9. Ibid •• P• 222. 
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fhe free olass of l aborers who oould find work during 

this time often found the wages low. It was tho merohsnta 

ond the l arge ornftemen who reaped the profits. Instead of 

being able to work himself up to a higher poaitio~. the la­

borer found thwt he might hold one position all hie life. 

The employer :round out duri ng these times that he had to 

have oapital. Formerly in the guild system when a man had 

gone t11rough the progreesi "fe et:iges of apprentioa and jour­

neyman be oould booome a master and set up hie own business. 

Hie tools v,ere 1 is oapital. It was no longer that way. Dow 

the master was not so muoh the master of his ora:rt. but the 

master oi' h i s servants, of laborers. Competition had oome in­

to play and t here was no aucoeee in a business if one had no 

etooks of material to be worked u9 for sale. Re also had.to 

have a staff of employees. ~he restriotiona of the towns 

end the guilds had been overthrown and oompetition with an­

other n:an in the sa~e business required oapital. Thus the 

man who had t he oapitsl oontrolled l abor~and the laborer. be­

oauae he oould not get enough capital to start hie own buei­

neee, had to look forward to working for wages only. without 
10 

any advanoement. !Olis made for the beginning of the class 

of men who belonged to labor. He beclama known as just that. 

The lines between capital and labor began to· be dnnm more 

sJ1arply. 

lo • .A. D. I nnes, "Sooial Life", P• 3491. 
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In the early Middle Ages wages were based on reeson­

ableness. J311t there is now a ohange. Wages are ude de­

pendent upon prioos • . Formerly the prioee depended upon wa­

ges. If a merohant or lancllord oould not hire 1 bor oheap-

17 hi s prioeE1 would go up. During this time, however, t be 

wages pcid t he l eborer ohanged with the p:rioe whioh the mor­

ohant r eoei ved f01· hie goods. To show that there woe a oen­

tral1zetion of - n organized government in Ens].and with the 

brealri ng up o:t· ~eudeliem we now find Parliament taking in­

terest i n l egi sl a ti~n for t he wages of laborers. !l'he regu­

lation of v.~ges took on a national soopa rather than s mere 

loonl a f fair of the gt.1ilde and ooporations. Wages and hourp 
11 

of l &bor a:re brcugJ t within t he soope of Parliament • • 
!h!, Development .2! Trado !!!! Commerce, Foreign 

and Domestic · - ......................... 
The rise of t he oap1tal1st olass ia oloael7 oonneoted 

with tra de and oommeroe. One of the great features of the 

sixteenth oent ury is the development of' the oozr,meroial spi­

rit, which in tur n meant more wealth for some. There was 

a ~eat des ire to grow rioh, and trade and oommeroe were the 

means. I n the earlier Middle Ages man had desired to aoou­

mul.ate land. but now land is replaoed by money. It carried 

power and i nf luenoe and it distinguished the old from the • 

new. The military aristooraoy is being replaoed by & oom­

meroial and mone7-making eriatooraoy. !l!hia sooial atruoture 
.. -· 
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•a the basis f'or the great oharterecl trading oompaniee. 

fhe great expenditure and show of weal th of the oourt of 
' 

Hanry VIII set an e~amplo for tho waalth7 to follow. 

lienry VII made 1 t J11s business to _aclvanoe the oom­

meroe 0£ E-n_gla nd. Eis work ms largely devoted to promo­

ting Engl and' s overseua oommeroe. Henr7 made oommeroial 

treati es wi t h most of t he states in western Europe. trade 

and ao:mrr.eroe beoome a national oonoern rather than merely 

a l ooal enterprise. The trade whioh England did have at the 

time of !ieary VII was monopolized by o·ne or two aorporations • 
. , 

!Ebe i ndivi dua l wae too '!'leak to oarry on foreign trade by 

himself. Henry VII wanted to bui ld up a native E?J@'lieh trade. 

Foreign werol1ant e at t he time were ocntrolling most · of t h e 

trade i n r.ngl and and t here were many oomplainte by the Eng­

lishmen t o t hnt f aot, booauee the foreigners did not have to 

pay taxes. · enry a-sseaaed t hese foreig& merohant·a t\'7ioe as 

n,uah a& h e U d t he looal men. In 14'18 he passed a statute 

t hat f or bade the taking of money out ot England vli thout his 

permissi on , compel l i ng the f oreign merohants to spend their 

money on J_£nglish goods. In 148'1 this aat wae made perpetual • 
• 

It beoame e. p ena l offense to talre more than ten orowns in 
12 

aash from t e oountry. Thie was not only aimed at the 

lrish forei5n merohtlnts to keep the ohoap Irish silver out 

of Engla nd a;1d to hold up the worth 9f money at home. but 

12, H~ _ . Fi ~her, op. ait., p. _106. 


