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He GGIOHARY LOOKS AT HIS WORK IN THE LIGHT
CFF 8T« PAUL'S LETTER TO THE COLOUSIANS
1
The ldssionary Spesks with Authority
and yet in Humility
Cols 1 la2.

All Soripture is given for our instruction, and is vrofitable
for our sdvancement also as to understanding and executing our
missionary worke. Since this work is undertaken in direct response
to Christ's commend end since this work has to do with proclaiming
the word of tod, we may indeed expect that the word of God would
heve scmething portinent to tell us as to the nature of this work
and the meumer in which we might carry it out. Indeed, for people
trained in the treditions of the Luthersn church it is solf-evident
thet they would want to review their work in the light of the Ioly
Seriptures. Anything else would have little meaning for them end would
fall to command their attention. HNow, one could look at this work,
under the light of Seripture, from verious angles and aspeots, perhaps
in topicel order. But it may also serve this purpose quite well to scan
one of the books of the Bible and then endeavor te find the epplication
of eny particular section of that book o the work of missions.

The title given to this paper is somewhat reminiscent of a
little book recently published by Bishop Hall of Hong Kong which he
has celled "The Missiounary Artist looks &t his Jobs" That is a
rather engaging title, snd the booklet makes interesting reading in
pertss It is true that the missionary labors in a fashion similar

to that of en artist s=ad that he should take a cerbain delight to
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find projects of miesionary endeavor get under wany, perhass first ,
sterted = as John Dewey might put it = by vague stirrings end im-

pulsions deop in the heart and mind, probably stirred into being by

some Ceoripture passage one happened to read; how tho matter then takes

thape end form, end evolves end grows, and how its unfolding bacomes

&n 9sthetlie experience es finally that particular bit of missionary

vwiork is completeds To be sure, while we are laboring in this wvale of l
tears we shell never be able to view any piece of missionary work in |
its entirety and we must look to the bleseed experience of eternity

to reveal the full extent and effect of our work, each seotion of
which we see here oaly as e segment and under comstantly chenging cone
ditions end in an ever=verying flux of application and condi tioning,
of development and realignment, as our people grow end as wo our=
solves gain knowled:e and as we strive sincerely to fit our work

into prevailing conditione and to exploit any favorable factors that

may be extant at a given time.
How then, as we address ocurselves to looking at missionary work
in the lizht of &t. Feul's lotter to the Colossiens, we note first
that the miszionary speasks with suthority and yet in great humility.
Paul in the fashion of that day nemes hims=lf first, in the opening
sentence of this epistle, end then immediately identifies himself
as"an epostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God," vrecrolos ’/ysa?f XP"T";'
He, and the Christien missionery with him, speaks with authority
a8 an epostle of Jesus Christe An epostle is one who is sont
(¥mecrilkeiv , to send)s FPaul does not run where no one has sent him;

he does not speak where he has no business to speske. But he comes

and speaks with the muthority of an ambassador of Christe. He became
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suoh an ambassador by the will of God, §/¢ Dequsree 9207 . The Lord
called him tc this worke It is the Lord's will that he speak and write.
S0 also the Christien missicnary: he does not go to a foreign country
out of & spirit of adventure. He does not come as in his own right,
with sresumptuous arrogence. But he comes to his mission field because 1
he has been caulled, by the will of God, as exercised through the {
instrumentality of the Churche g J

‘here is abiding and deep comfort in this conviction thet the
missionery can tell himself and othere to whom he speaks thet he is ;{
not en irresponsible busybody bdbut thet he comes as en ambassedor of
Christ, o o6 i dos ’/,“S forered , @nd thet he speaks with the authority
of one who hes the backing of the Lord God of heavene. That will give
the missionery the proper courage and steadfastness, even in the face
of adverse circunstences, of danger and persecutione

Faul brings out this point of his apostolic authority right at

the start of his epistle to the Colossians beoause he had to

counteract the neferious eotivity of judeizing false teachers who
threstened to wreck the work which he had been doing in Colossae.
Perhape there were aleso the beginningsof the Gnostio sberrations which
caused so much trouble later one Thus Faul had to make it olear to
his reeders that what he had to say to them needed to be received
with a respectful spirit since he is spesking to them with the
authority of an nmbnas;dor of Christe GSimilarly, we need to have our

listeners on the foreign mission field understand clearly that we
speak to them with authoritys ile come as the messengers of the Lord.

e speak the word of divine truthe In all the welter of the false

toachers that surround them and the superstitions that oppress them,
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of self-appointad leeders snd irresponsible false prophets that swarm %
ebout them, we come to them with the words of living truth, and there= '
fore they should give e¢ respectful hearing to what we have to say to
thems PFerheps you would not say this in so many words, but your whole
manner and deportment, your whole attitude toward your work and toward
your people must refleot this conocept thet you are spreaking with
suthority as s messenger of Christe We will therefore not be %oo
timid in our missionary epiroache There must be nothing apologetie

in our presentation, not even in the location of our churches or manner

T T . S Ul o L g oy e

in which we fit them upe Nor must we break down the foree of our
message by hinting haeltingly thet after all the Christien messege is
80 very near to their heathen teachings thet they ocan adept our

Christien teachinga without too much of & wrenchs Our strength lies

rather in this that we have something totally different to offer them,
and that we speak with authority of this diametriocally different

doctrine of the grace of God in Christ Jesus« But be sure that you

do epeak with this suthority, that you sotually pregoh Christ, that
your presching grows out of the word of God and rests upoa the word
of God, that you rule out everything of human invention in your
preaching and teaching on the mission field.

hile the missionary speaks with authority he will at the same
time speak in deep humility. Awed by the exalted station given him
through this euthority, he will be filled with a deep sense of his
own unworthiness and inadequacy for the work he 1s doinge. Spiritual
pride and arrogence will be absent from him when he labors as a
missionary of Christe You oan see from this epistle how St. Paul is

given to deep humility, @s is reflected mlso otherwise in his writings.
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He wants to be nothing else than an ambassador for Christe He wants
the people to forget that he is Paul, the oltizen of proud kome, equipped
with @ great store of learning and able to discourse with grest erudition
on msny fields of philosophy end literatures The humility of FPaul shines
forth also from the manner in which he speaks of Timothy, whom he cells
5‘&2(];’55 » brother. He puts Timothy upon the ssmme level with himself
in this work of being a missionary and so he calls Timothy his brother,
while in another comnection he calls Timothy his son.

the Christian miasionary will be ch.-.mctorized by humility. G&atan
likes to leed psople into pride, and it is very easy for a missionary
to fall e viotim to Satan's wiles on this secore. The missionary works
among people who know nothing, or at best very much lesg than he, of
spirituel metters. e comes cut of a church mileau that is much more
highly develor ed thamn that in which he now finds himself. He is
probebly equipped intellectually far beyond the degree to be found
among the native people. The persons arcund him are rather subservient
t0 him in many ways and he exercises asuthority over them in meny
respootes Therefore 1t 1s very easy for the missionary to fell into
arrogant ways and to develop a haughty spirit aad to exhibit unconscionabls
spirituel prides That is 8ll wronge. We‘ should be hunbly grateful
that God is pleesed to appoint us messengers of the CGospel, snd there
should be with the missionary the same combination of conscicusness
of authority plus & deep humility which characterizes the Apcstle
Paule We should look upon our national fellow-workers as brothren and
upon the people who are united with us in faith as upon brethren.,

Vhile this peaper was written primarily with reference to foreign

mission work it is obvious that the various preotiocal directions and
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hints contained in this epistle are just es applicable to the work in

the home mission fields After all, the principles are the same, and you

work with the same materials, with the word of God and with human beingse=
The menner in whioch Paul views his office and in which we will

think of our mission work is then also brought out very effectively

in the eapostolic greeting, ve 2« Only when spiritual pride and haughty

condescension is totally absent would w§ find the Apostle, and the

Christien missionary with him, addressing the people to whom he writes

and speaks es "saints and faithful (full of faith, believing) brethren |

in Christ." The unbelieving world is apt to ridicule the idea thet

the Christians are called saintses The world likes to peint pictures

of the believers in overdrawn caricatures of pious attitudes, and

likes to contrast the lapses and shortcomings of the Christians with

the holiness of outward living which the world expects to see in

people who are called seints of God. Far be it from us to excuse or

condone these lapses and shortomings of the Christians, but we

should like to poirt out thet the ridicule of the world in this matter
rests upon e totel misapprehension of what the word "saints" would

mesne The Bible mekes it & practice to use the word "saints"™ interchange=-
ably with the word "believers." <The believers are saints in the sight
of God, for their sins are forgiven through the merit of Christ and

by the cleansing power of His bloode When the heavenly Judge looks at
them who have their clothes washed in the blood of the Lamb and who

are dressed in the spotless garment of Christ's impeccable rightecusness,
God the Judge sees them &s people in whom there is no condemmation.

Tey ere saints not in their own right or by their own works, but in
Jesus Christs because they are believers in Christ, because in faith

they have grasped the proffered grece of God and are made righteous
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before God through Christ. The Christian missionary will sccordingly
think very highly of the believers £o whom he speaks and with whom he
works. He will honor and respect them &s brethren in the feith and as
saints adorned with the wedding dress of Christ's holinesse. Such people
are to be treated with respect. To such people will go out all the
love and brotherly affection of which we eare capable through the help
of the Holy Spirite. Here, then we will exercise ourselves in humilitye.
2
The Pastoral Greeting, v. 2

Speaking with the authority of ‘an ambassedor of Christ and at
the seme time with the humility of one who aspires to be nothing else
than a messenger of Christ, and addressing his brethren in the faith
who are saints before God, the Christian missionary will then bring
to his people the same apostolic greeting with which St. Paul
addressed the believers in Asia Minor: X@fﬂ$ §”Z/ ) Epyra e el
VOTpOL Wpe by Kty piso lyced” Xps67e0 ve 2b: "Grace be unto you,
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." We do
not presume to bring great outwerd blessings to our people on the
mission field, economic independence, political emencipation, social
advanteges, material prosperity, but with the authority of e messenger
of Christ we bring them a greeting which bestows upon them blessings
far more precious than the outward advantages which the world may
eraves. "Grace and peace," = our missionaries usually begin their
sermons with this greeting, or a gimilar word. These words have
grown very familiar to us. Oh, that their very familiarity may not

dull our appreciation of their glorious importl! Grace and peace:

the world may speak of good luck, health, prosperity, honor,= all
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transitory things that have no abiding value end thet bear within them
the germ of decay, and in their very enjoyment they begin to be con=
Suzed and to pase eway; they leave the heart empty, and longing unful-
fillede In contrast to that, our greeting to our people speaks of
grace and pemoce. lihat lovely concepts, these; what comforting prospectsl
Vhere hearts sre disturbed by the gresping selfishness of men, by

8ll the strife and soething turmoil that boils about them or where

they are perhaps troubled even by the clash of erms and the noise of
conflict and the stinging dust of warfare of the Church in her militant
endeavors arising to their nostrilss what & belm of benediction to

hear the mossengers of Christ greot the brethren with the words of
grace and peacol

Grece,~ this is that wonderful quality in God whereby He for-
gives the sins of the undeserving, whereby He inclines to our in-
firmities, whereby all His ineffable love is poured out over use
Ve are to preach pgrace, grece to wipe eway all sins, grace sufi'loient
for evory need, grace to make us children of God and heirs of heaven.
But note that this grace is a grace in Christ, 5!!:‘5 afqyéu: )((0/67013/.
fie are given grace in Christ, for Christ's sake. Without Christ and
apart from Christ there is no grace. Extra Christua mualle ssluse.

And peace,= that is the second precious oconcept which the
migsionary brings to his people in the apostolioc greeting. FPeace,~
whet does the world need more than that, war-torn and sin-siok as
it is, bleeding cut of & thousand wounds from the wars of the ages!
With the world sighing end sorrowing under an unsupportable load of
grief, filled with the news of evil sud the portent of misfortune,

ravaged by selfishness, corroded by greed, toran by strife, goaded on
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by the unsavory spirit out of thefit to e reckless quaffing of the
frothy cup of carnel indulgences to forget for & moment the torment
of restlossness nnd the intransigent terror of their heartse what a
wonderful thil;lé; to speai of peace to such a worldl And thoheace of
which we apoek is mmch more procious then a mere cessation of bloodshed,
more than & mere pounding of swords into plowshares and gpears into
pruning hookse It is @ peace of the heart, peace between God and man,
8 peace that flows over into the unending glory of heaven, the peace
that was established for us through Christe Por agein you note that
it is e nesce "“in Christ," ;/}'r:; ')/7645 X(ofcra;l: And if we have peace in
our heart then we omn bear all the difficulties of life on eerth with
cheerful submission to God's wille

And as we thus speak of grace and peace, those blessings are
aotually bestowed upon the believeras. These are no idle, empty wordse.
God mctually does what these words sey end express. The lioly Spirit
is motlve in and through the word of Gods The word of God is a
Means of Grace. As we preach of the grace of God and speak of the
peace of CGod in Christ, the lioly Ghost works through these words and
gives the people courage to believe those words, and thus aotually
bestows upon the bulieving hearers those very things of whichwe speak,
namely grace and peace.

that a wonderful view of the work he is doing is thus given to
the missionery! He is to speak of grace and peace; or, to put it into
the words found with the prophet Isalah, he is to comfort the belisvers:
"Comfort ye, ocomfort ye my poople, saith your God«" See, then, what
our work is become, in the light of these words of St. Pauld Oh, how

gealously we should therefore carry it on, speaking with authority and




The ¥issionary Looks 10

yet in humility, es messengers of Christ and es such who bring grace

and peace to . reteful beiicvlng heartse.

3
Prayer an Important Part in the Work of the
Meslonary, ve & = 84

Looking at our work of the Lord's vineyard in the light of St.
Paul's epistle to the Colossisns, we will be impressed by the fact
thet prayer is montioned right at the beginaing of the epistle. The
very first thing of which the Apostle speeks after giving the brethren
his apostolic greeting, is prayers Thus prayer should play en importent
part elso in our worke You recell the importance which Luther graated
to prayer in his work. We ere all femiliar with the saying: "Oratio, .
tentatic, meditatio faciunt theologum." And yet we are apt to slight
this importent part of our worke. Our prayer is frequently a somewhat
perfunetory performance. £ven when prayers are spoken in churoh they
are frequently said so softly eand indistinetly thet one can hardly
make them out, and it elmost nppur- as though peoph weore ashamed to
be caught in the aot and attitude of prayere.

Another wey in which we are apt to turn things around in our prayer
is that we arc; usually inclined to put the petition, the asking, first
in our prayere. But with Paul it wes & matter of firet giving thenks
and praise to Gode Let us meke much of our blessed privilege of prayer.
Let us learn ever better to pralse the Lord in our prayers. Let us
learn to do that without ceasing, daily, while driving or walking.

And let us set nside a definite period in our study time which is to
be given over to prayer, to those prayers in which we thenk and praise

God, and also the pastoral intercessory prayers




The Missionary Looks 11

Is it not striking that the prayer of the Apostle is first of
all a prayer of praise to the Lord? Perhaps we would not complain so
muoch ebout ell kinds of things ebout us that seem all wrong if we
schooled ourselves to pray more preyers of thanksgiving to the Lord,
if we more frequently stopped to thank the Lord for the many blessings
He has showered upon us end our congregations and mission ststions.
Peul et the time of writing this letter found himself in very trylag
circumstences. He wes in bounds, he was feecing e trial for his life,
and he was confronted with all kinds of difficulties. There were many
things about the Colossians which filled him with concern end for whioch
he ooculd have criticized theme But he does not start on that note.
His first word is & prayer of praise and thanksgiving.

He was prompted to such & prayer when he heard of their faith
end love, v. 4. [Epaphras, who is mentioned a little later, had
probably served as o messenger to report to Faul on the stetus of the
Colossian congregation. FPaul was gratified to hear of thelr feith in
Christ Jesus and their love towards the saints and faithful brethren.
Theirs was e proper faith, engendered by the word of God and embraoing
Christ, trusting in His blood and rightecusness. This faith had
brought forth love and fraternal r-;nnd for their fellow-believers.
Zven if their faith was still weak and their love perhape still mixed
with many deflolencies, yet it was to be seen that faith and love were
present in the Colossien congregation, and for this 'aul is thankful
and for it he praises the Lord, since it is oniy by the grece of God
that faith eand love come into being. Let us be ready to recognize
the faith and love that may be found in our mission stations, and bde
quick to thank God for this. Let us not spend our time in grumbling
and complaining but let us acknowledge that there are evidences of
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faith and love, however wealk and small, end render our heartfelt praise
to the Lord thot He has thus blessed the preaching of the Gospel.

It is noteworthy that, linked immediately with faith and love,
the Apostle speals of the hope of the Christians, ve. 5, and elso for
this hope his prayer of praise rises up to the throne on highe The
epostles worked with e feeling of the near consummetion of their hopes.
Perhaps that was a result of the many dangers thet surrounded them and
the imuinent prospect of meeting a violent and sudden death. Undoubtedly
this feeling was caused also by the manner in which Jesus spoke of His
return, end the fervent longing of their hearts to see their belovad
Fnster againe 1ith us it is frequently the ease that we speak of our
Lord's retura and our hope of heaven as something that is rather for
offs Ve are so much ocoupied with the present thet we do not feel so
keenly the longing for the peace of heaven. That 1s regrettable. That
takes a good deal of effectiveness out of our preaching. Lot us learn
to put the prospect of hoaven and the consummation of our hope into
immediate juxterositionto our preeching of the forgiveness of sins
and of God's providence for this life, not that our hope is something
afar of and only remotely related to our faith. And when we speak
of heaven, let us learn to do it as Ste Paul does here, or St. Peter
in the first chapter of his first general epistle. Let us bring cut
the feact that our inheritance is laid up for us in Mavm,JVUKa;a;?,/
7\}“7»/ s/ Tois J’Sf-)at vois e 'There 1t is secure from gresping enemy
hands and can not be taken from us by the changing fortunes of war or
business, reverses whereby so often men's earthly hopes are dashed to
the ground. Amid the uncertainty of the times, end with very many of

our members especially in the Asiatic mission field having but very small

hopes and prospects of earthly prosperity, this precious hope of our
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heavenly inheritunce should be set before them frequently and should
always be brought into immediate oconneotion with the Gospel.

hat it is a certain hope, an expectation that will not disaopoint
them, is brought out not only by the thought that the inheritence is
l1aid up for us in heaven but elso by the added assurence that the word
which tells them of this hope is the word of truth of the Gospel, &/
74‘3' ?%? 7{5 ;12.5-196,:(5- mvﬂ ;&y{s?ﬁv. Emphatically that is stated:
the word of the Gospel which told you of the hope of heaven is the word
of truth. leny promises of future bliss which people will hear in this
world ere false, are chimerical, are like will o' the wiaps thet lead
novhores. Bubt what we have to procleim is something definites Thig is
the word of truthe And all our preaching and the very manner in which
we speal of the Bible and our whole attitude towerds it must reflect
our own sincere confidence that this is the word of truthe = How fervently
should we with Sls Paul praise God for this hope snd for giving us the
sure word of truth of the Gospel by which it is proclaimed!

This word of the Gospel has ocome to the Colossians, Paul goes on
to say in v. 6, even @s it hds gone out into ell the world. Just es it
is quite proper thet we are frying to carry the Gospel into China and
India and other countries of the world, and ere endeavoring to find
ever new fields {for its proclamation, so Faul, personally or through
others, brought the Gospel to Colossses Of this Gospel Paul ocan say
that it brings forth fruit and that 1t grows and spreads, it is
Kfprrogopoomeros ) aVjdrgueriynée The word of God is a living
word, proceeding out of the mouth of the living God and partaking to
some extent of the qualities of its divine Author, end so this word is
not a dead thing but it will bring forth fruite It does not return void

unto Him who sent ite e should be very thankful, therefore, to view
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our work in thet light and %o find thet our preaching of the Word is
fmit—bearing,,J(ot/om;aopa;iwu.;be the fruits ever so meager, and that the
word of God grows and spreads, as is evident from the very extent of
our mission work in China and Indias Our missionaries would not be in
those countries ond we would not have our stations in them, if the
Gospol had been without fruit both as regards its effeotiveness et
home and in those distent countriese. Let us not be blind te these
fruits end blessings. Gratefully let us acknowledgze them and oraige
the Lord for them, not only cccesionally when our ettention is called
to them, bui es a metter of our deily fervent prayer of praisce
4
Intercessory Prayer as Fart of the Mission Work
ve 9 = 14

As ihe missionary looks at his work in the light of this Epistie
he will ses elsc thet his prayers ere very largely of an intercessory
datures JFaul has thanked God for the faith of the Colossian Christieans:
now he goes on to ask God that these people be kept in the faith and
that they be given an increased knowledge of the will of God and
supplied grace to work with over greator effectiveness mocording to the
will of their Gode Paul was a faithful pastor who dearly loved the
flock that was o/n'hrulted to hime Thus he says thet from the time he
has heard about thelr faith end love he has not ceased praying for them
and beseeching the Lord on their behalf's Intercessory prayer is en
important part of the work of the missionary, an integral function of
his jobe He ought to set aside & definite time for it and give it the
dignity of @ specific part in his programs Thet should be a regular
practice with us that we set out to pray for our congregations and

miagsions, as groups and as individuslse Ve will probably have a list
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of names of people who are particularly in need of oomfor;t or of strengthene
ing or for whom we ean utter a special word of thanksgivinge The inter=-
oessory prayer of the missionary is not something thet is paraded before
the world, end we who have such a groat feer of appearing sentimental

are probebly ovorosutious and unduly reticent in speaking of these things.
Perhaps there is a great deal more of intercessory prayer than we imagine.
9till, I cammot rid myself of the feeling that we are not as faithful

in this matter as we ought to bes I believe we would see more evidences
of it if there really were the proper amount of intercessory preayere.

"Ask and it shell be given to you, Seek and ye shall find, Knock and

it shall be opened unto you," that still holds goode Instead of
complaining thet our people have so little spiritual kaowledge, let us
pray like 'aul that God should f£ill them with spirituel lmowledge of

Christs And why should we not freely and often tell our people, if we

oan do it truthfully, that we are praying for them?

It wade & deep impression on me, when I was leaving our home shurch

in Chicago the last Sunday before starting out for lestern Canada,
to have a white-haired old gentleman shake hands with me and say: "Go
in God's name; we are praying for you." And throughout these disturbed
times, when our missioneries were so frequently in danger, and had to
£0 into concentration ommps, to have them all kept safely, and to gee
new doors opened agein end sgain, that gives you the distinet feeling
that this was on account of the many prayers being sent up to Heaven's
throne on behalf of our mission worke

Speaking egain of our prayerss they will have much of thanisgiving
in them, even as St. Paul here launches onoce morg into praise of the

Lord who has made the Colevssian Christians {1t to receive t}u inheritance

of the salnts in llght,a} I;fMD;I¢ 20 ,{,Zy’fgv Joy .;:/:Iu,r P r;ru,,’j ve 12 At
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the same time the Apostle reminds the Christians of all the things God
hes done f'or them: that it was God who lifted them out of darkness mnd
made them children of His beloved Son, and Paul winds up this glorious
passage with the repeated rominder that with Christ we have redemption,
nemely the forgiveness of sins,7v/ drodaTouen, 79;/ ;‘;6"'-0’/ Y d;ﬁd,oﬁlu/- ve 14,
Yie need to be told about this ever and ever agein. It is such e glorious
truth, and et the same time something so utterly beyond humen reason
and invention, that it needs to be stated egein snd egain thet in
Christ we have forgiveness of sinse

Let us learn to look at our work in this light, faithfully to
bring ocur intercessory prayers before the Lord and never to grow tired
of telling our people how blessed they are in this that God has made
them His children end grants them forgiveness of sins for the sake of
the tavior.

5

Beautiful Savior

Ve 156=23

is the missionary looks at his work in the light of this epistle
he sees that it is brought out very oclearly end emphatioally that he
is to preech Christ. That means that we will tell our people,and
keep on telling them,who Josus Christ is and what He has done for them.
How this preaching may be oarried out is demonstrated in thls next
pessage in which St. Paul sings in exalted strains of our beautiful
Savior: Schoenster Herr Jesu, Schoepfer aller Dinge. In this
marvellous passaege, beginning with verse 15, we see our Lord Jesus
revealed in all His glory and beauty, as the image of the invisible

Father, £ikvr 70U Besy 700 G /gd’nv e Luther says that if you want
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to know how God looks you should look at the Lord Jesus: what you see
when you look at Jesus thet shows you how God is minded towards us.
Josus is the lumege of the Fathere He is born of the Father. &t. Paul
brings out this truth very distinctly that there is a fundamentel
difference botwoen the Son and those who otherwise are called the
children of Gods the latter are all created while the Son is ocalled
TWDk>T:T°K05 s firstborn before all oreations Our Lord Jesus Chrigt is
before all creations He sntedates all oreation. He is from sternlty

in the bosom of the Fathere The Son is the Creator, = Schoenster Herr

Josu, lchoanfer aller Dinges &t Paul goss to considerable trouble to

establish that point that all things were created by the Son, ve 1C.17.
8te Paul snticipates what the next chapter is specifiocally to accomplish,
nanely to fortify the beliovers against false teachers who wanted Fo
pull Jesus down to @ subordinate position and make Him & mere demiourgos.

And not only is Jesus the Creator but He is also the Ireserver
of all thingse It is He who executes divine providence. OCOh, what
confort is there in this feot that it is Just Jesus, our loving Savior,
who manipuletes the events of history and shapes the destinies of
netions and who also has cur lives in His handsl

The beauty end glory of our Savior is then brought out also in
this thet He is the head of the church, ve 18. YVhat a beautiful
relation ie pictured here, that of the head and the body, the vine and
the branches. Christ is the head of the churoh, the Lord and Preserver
of the churche But we and all our members are on the same level. Ve
therefore are not to lord it over the congregations nor arbitrarily to
take thelr destinies in our hands.

Then Ste. Peul sets forth the greatness of our Beautiful Savior

he then brings in another factors Also with the resureotion Jesus
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made the begimninge Without Him there would be no resurrection. BDut
with Jesus leading the wey out of the tomb, when He assumed life uato
Himself agein, we confidently expeot that our Glorious and Beautiful
:-?' Savior will alsc lead us out of the tomb when on the last day the
trumpet resounds and His voice penetrates the sod to stir our dust
into immortality.

In Christ therefore all things are bound together. All things
exigt in Him and to Him and through Him. In every respect and from
every viewpeint He has the preeminences But it is a grecious reign
established by lis work of redemption. le made pomce through the
bleed of iiis cross, not & peace such as the world would like to have,
but peece for heart and conscience, and emphatiocslly it is repeated
that all this comes into being through Christ, ve 20.

Immedietely thet is brought into conneotion with the Colossian

Christlans, v. 21-25. Looking at our work in the light of this

Zplstle, we cen certainly learn to be praectioal. We can leara to
make our preaching always fit the people who are before us and to
turn everything into immediate conneotion with them and their lives.
OQur preeching must never be such an impersonal thing that it leaves
the hearers untouched, that it leaves them unconcerned, as though they
were but spectators in church and could pass an objective opinion as

3 to whether the pastor's effort thet day was a good on:= or not.
Therefore we should never be satisfied to set before ocur people wermed-
over fare, an old sermon written years ago aud probably under vastly
different circumstencess And we should train our catechists and

evangelists to write a new sormon every time, even if we have to supply

material for theme Thus Ste. Paul, when he wants to paint the greatness
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of the redemption for the Colossians, reminds them of the terrible
state in which they hed been end in which they would still be if it
had not been ror Christ's work of remption: ye were once alienated
end enemies of God, rare orrofs ;'ngl;mnT/UItd/af/ua‘U_g Kt é}&,,é. but now
reconciled through the body of Christ through deaths. Ve need to keep
telling cur people that by birth and nature we were enemies of God
and that the only way to save us was by the death of Christ upon the
oross; it was all God's doing, and nothing that we had deserved.
ut now we have been washed clean and are made saints before Gode.
llowever, now it is necessary that wo remain with God, that we be
faithful to thet supreme Lord of heaven and earth who made us His
own by the blood of His covenant, ve 23« To that end let us faithfully
hear the Gospel.
6
Experiences in the ilinistry
Ve 24 = 27

Looking at our work in the light of this Epistle, we can learn
how we are to regard our experiences in the ministry. lie speak a
good deal about our experiences, and rightly soe They are importent
to us, end wo get much out of an exchange of experiences. We shall
probably have the same kind of experiences that marked the ministry
of S5te Paule There will be sufferings, end joyful experiences. As
we try to learn to look at these things the way St. Paul did, we will
see that his flrst reaction is joy in his sufferingss The rseson for
that joy is thiss by his suffering he serves his people, &3 when

missionaries remain on their field in a time of deanger, suffering

the pangs of separation from their families or risking intermment and
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concentration cemps and all kinds of indignities, but by their very
remaining upon the field they serve their peoples And othorwise:
in our sufferings we oan be an example to our people, an exemple of
patience and submission to the divine will, and of the ability to
drew blessings out of what would seem disester to the unbelleving
children of the worlde And then Ste Paul has en odd thought. Fe
seens To foel that there is a certain average of suffering, and if he
can bear an extra amount that might ease the load for some other
soul. [ie thorefore rejoices in his suffering, since that may seve
his members sone measure of suflfering. And it is a comuon experience
that sufferings draw us closer to our Gods Also for that reason we
should rejoice in them, as instruments for the cleansing and
strengthening of our faithe kead 1 Peter 1: 3 = 9 for thet. Also,
when the pastor hes a great amount of suffering to bear, thet
will bring out the love and sympathy of his people in a manner not
to be experienced otherwise. 1t takes a strong faith tc rejoice
in sufferings, but let us trein ourselves to that, through the help
of the loly Spirite

‘hile speaking of this, ©te. Paul again explains his connection
with the Colosaian church: he is become & servant of the church,
eocording to the divine eoonomy, ve 25« This operates also now,
and for use. God could bring His Gospel to China, India and other
countries in a different fashion than through our efforts, but He
is pleased to use use liow we should act in such a fashion that the
people see end feel how we regard ourselves as servants of the Gospel,
not as lords over the flock; that we respeot the commission given

us on their behalf, and thet the main thing in our ministry is the
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proclamation of the glad tidings of salvation, to unfold the divine
plan for the redemption of the world, v. 26, That plan and will of

God is indeed a mystery; it is something that is hidden from the world;
it could not be disoovered or evolved by human reesoming; it is the
Vory opposite of naturel religion; 1t is a matter of revelation end
mgt be disclosed to man by God.v This mystery now revealed centers

in Christ, in #is Epiphany as the Son of God and Savior of the

world, ve 27« Uhat a nervellous thing that Christ should come to

the Gentiles and His glory be revealed to them and they be mede to
parteke of' the hove of eternal lifel This is our business, to preach
Christ to them in this fashion. We must not use up our time and
talents with endemvors which might be termed approaches and side
issues, which things may be well and good in themselves but which
deserve no other place in the missionary scheme than to be rogarded
and used as en enproachs lie mean such things as educa'ion, economio
uplift, philanthropic endeavors of verious kinds, amelioration of
distress in this or the other direction. Let us do for our people
what we can reasonably accomplish along thet line, but let us not
permit these things to usurp too much of our time end sirength. Let
us do these things in their proper proportion of manpower and
financial resources, keepinz the mein thing ever before uss the
preaching of the word of God, the teaching end warning, Law and Gospel,
with Christ as the main topio, the heart and center of all our preaching.
Aeocordingly, we view our preaching as revolving about Christ and

presenting Christ, as the next verse, 28, then so clearly sets forth.
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7
Our Preaching in the Light of this Eplstle
ve 28

In the scheme of misslonary work the public proolamation of the
fiord, the preaching of the Gospel ministry, will saturally loom up as
something of crime importences As various phases and divisions of |
miscion work are illumined by the trenchant remarks of the great
missionary Apostle so also this importanf part of the work of the i
presching on the mission field finds rich illumination in this Epistle. }
The Lord Josus has sent us into ell the world that we might preech
the Gospel to every crestures Preaching is therefore of utmost im-
portence in the work of the churche Everything rests upon and rises
or falls with the preaching of the Gospel. Yet one cen easily become

superficiel, fell intc osreless ways, and be guilty of slipshod methods

Just on thnis score of preachin.e Under the pressure of the many other

things which the missionary is oalled upon to do and under the tem;tation

that thorough study and careful preparation are not so necessary since

he deels with people of very limited spiritual knowledge, the missionary

iz only tco ept to slight the wor: of preachinge %e need to study

this part of our work agéin and again, and gratefully will we recelive

the instruoticn es %o our préaohing whioch this eloquent verse containse
There is something to be noted first as to the contents of our

preechinge "Whom we preach," saysSt. Paul, i;f 7;/45?} Kdr’ofddréuo/afm

#hen Ste Paul wants to describe the contents of his preaching he

answers with a personal pronoun, "whom," namely Christe If he were

asked what constituted the substance of his preaching, he would answer

not with a stetement of certain ideas but with & direct personal pronoun,

not what, but whom, we preachs '@ preach Christ, and Him crucified,
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he says at another plece. Thet is something distinotive and characteristioc
about the Christian missionary's preaching, that it is inextricably
intertwined with the person of Christ. All our preavhing starts ocut
from Christ, and leada to Christ; it is Chriato-oentric in the fullest
sense of the worde You oemnot preach the Christian religion without
preaching Christe It is not thus otherwise in the world. You could
read the poems of Heinrich Heine or Lord Byron, or the writings of
Tagore or Lin Yuteng, and find in them many excellent thoughts and
delighntful sentiments which you could accept without regard for what
you thin: of those authors or persons themselvess. But you canuot do
that with Christe He is the very center and heart of the Christian
religion, and so we preeach Christe In coatrast to all other religions,
which present ebstract thoughts and systems of reasoning and a

collection of human idems, the Christiem religion preaches a person,

nemely Christe And whereas other religions set before you a system of
human inventions end a row of abstract philosophical speculations and
developments of humen theories, all of which you might aceept or reject,
or adopt in rart, totally apart from their author or euthors, you
cannot do thet with the Christian religion. For our religion preaches
the person of Christ and rests upon the person of Christ and revolves
about the porson of Christ, end so the content of our preaching is
given thus in our verse: Whom we preach, namely Christe That means
that we tell our hearers who He is and what He has done for us; that
we sgpeak of Him to our congregations in the light, for instence, of
what this ohapter says of Hims that He is the first~born of the
Father, from eternity in the bosom of the Father; thet He is the image

of the invisible Father; that He is the Creator and Preserver of the
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universe, for in Him and to Him and through Him all things exist;
that He is the head of the ohurch, which is His body; that He is the
first in the resurrection, that He has preeminence in all things.
Furthermore, we preach Christ in this manner that we speak especially
of the fact thet He mede peace for us with God through the blood of
His oross; that He took the handwriting which was against us and in
which our sins and debts are enumerated, and nailed it to the oross,
thus removin: it as a berrier which would block our way into heaven;
that He is the Savior, and the only Savior, of mankinde There you
have the contvent of the preaching which the Christian missionary is to
do: he ie to premch Christe What a gloriocus privilege! Oh, that
this might ever be the chief topic and the all-inclusive content and
the ever-recurringfefrain of ell our preachings Christ and Him crucifiedi
Our Manner of Praaching

This verse then also gives us some excellent instruotion as to
the maaner of our preaching. We are to preach, R’u(Tv‘Jd'FIZlyAF v
That is an omphatic worde Out of the fullness of our heart, with a
clear volee, with unmistakable intent, are we to proclaim that which
Christ gives us to proclaim. T¥e are not to spin out our own thoughts
nor present our owvn speculations, but are to serve as & messenger,
&}d@mos » to convey tidings entrusted to us. We are not to speak
as a professor seated behind a desk and propounding his findings
with probebly little interest¢ in the reaction of his students, but
we are to serve as messengers of the Lord, with hearts filled with
deep concern that the hearers of our message should believe our
m;nlnge and react favorably to it. We are to get up before our sudiences
end look them in the face and with a distinot voice preach to them,

and preech to them in such a manner that they feel we are expecting
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resultss It must not be a mere routine job for us, but our preeching
of the Gospel must be e matter of throbbing concern to us.

Verse 28 then also defines our preaching for us when it says
thet we are to admonish and to teach, 1/01)5.‘?'61{}/"7’65 rcet & Joffér("f"fs.
e are to preech Lew and Gospel, each in its place and both rightly
divided from each others In our preaching of the Lew we must be
specific emough and oleer enoughe Our preaching of the Law must not
move in mere generalities, which would be of no more effect than the
firing of blaenk cartridgess Feople must be made to see their need
of & Savior, to understand their sinful condition. ile must make certein
that our people grasp the nature of sin end its terrible consequences,
that sin is rebellion against God, and leads to perdition. But all
our preaching of the Lew must lead up to and culminate in that which
is the main subject of our preaching, namely Christ, the Gospel,
the comfort of the grace of God in Christ Josuse Merely to lead a
man to & knowledge of his sinfulness and to terrify him with the
prospect of the judgment, and then not to show him the Savior, that
would only make his confusion the greater and his despair the more
devastatings Let our preaching therefore lead up to and revolve about
the ;lorious mcssage of salvation through the blood of Christe And
very pertinently the Apostle here adds the words "in ell wisdom,"
v rriej 60«7.'/:( e« The Holy Spirit must supply ability to preach the
Gospely He must give us the wisdom and the understending by which
we are enabled to be preachers of the Gospele If we were left to our
own devices, we would not know how to preach the Gospel nor when
to apply ite Let us oonshtentlyl end humbly pray for thet wisdom from

on high which will make us proper messengers of the Gospel.
Another pertinent point which comes before us as we view our
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preaching in the light of this verse is the fact that it is aimed at
every man, Tuvv4 wy¥pUmos « Three times that is brought out in
this one short verses The Lord is very much in earnest about it thet
overy man should hear this word, that all nations should hear the
Gospels To ell men is the Gospel addressed, high or low, Greek or
barbarian, free or slave, rich or poore The word of God brushes aside
the surfece differences and goes straight down to the deep-lying wants
of the human scule For here tigy are all alike. Under the professor's
flowing academic gown end the king's ermine=trimmed robe and the
workmen's greage=bespattered jacket and the begger's tattered regs
there beats the same heart with the same desperate needs and wicked
desires, the seme perverse prooclivities and sinful predilections,
the seme abject fear, intransigent terror and grinding hopelessness.
But to them all the Gospel brings a message of comfort and hope.
All should therefore hear the word of Gods That is a thouzht especially
pertinent to those engaged in evangelistic endeavorse Let us really
try to reach as meny as at all possible, in whatever outward
condition of life we may find theme
The Object of our Preaching

From this verse we then make the further observation that also
the object of our preaching is clearly outlined: "To present every
man perfect in Christ,” fﬁ( AP« Gr‘:,/r.c}«g‘/ Ty Tt :Vt?wrro;/ T;Ruw &
fp675e It 18 not the objeot of our presching primarily to make this
vorid e better world to live ine. That may result and should result
from our evangelistic undertakings, but it is only of secondary
importance and would be in the nature of a by=product of our worke
The chief purpose of our mission work is to present people perfect

on Judgmeni Day. That means to preach Christ to them in such & way

g
i
|
|
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that they come to feith in Aim, receive forgiveness of their sins » and
thus oan stand on the day of judgment. St. Paul always has his eye
fixed on the horigzon from which he expects the break of Christ's
great dey. He is alweys working under the pressure of that great day
to comes fo will we lebor in our misslonary endeavor with our mind
fixed upon the Judgment Day, trying earnestly to equip our heerers so
that they might stand on that great deays That will put emphesis into
our preaching, and fervor into our hearts. That day will prove the worth
of our preachinge How meny & languid pew and lifeless pulpit would
be galvenized into entirely new sctivity if their occupanta but once
88w burning in upon them the blazing light of thet great white thronel
Or, the object of our preaching might be summed up in the words of an
0ld neighbor pastor of mine, when he desoribed his eim in the fifty
years of his ministrys. He saids "I wanted the people to get to
heaven, and I wanted to get there too."
8
The Missionary Learns to Work with Agonised Straining
Ve 29

1d then, as we view our work in the light of this Epistle, we
catoh another very important peint {rom 3t. Paul, namely as to the
earnestness and tearful intensity with which we should carry on
our worke St. Paul had just spoken of the aim of his preaching, to
get people into heavene. Now Paul lets his heart speak out es to
the eermestness with which he tries to accomplish that aime. He
strives for this aim with an agonized straining, Ko;ru: %WS}ZMJS,
You may have seen motion piotures in which galley slaves were shown

tugging at the oars, under the stinging lash of the whip. How they
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Pulled and strained at those swaeeps with an agony of effort that was
painful to beholdd That kind of rowing is different from lelsurely
pulling at the ocars when you take your best girl boateriding in Central
parke Here in this verse you catoh something of the drive which
catepul ted St. Maul through the successive stages of his spectacular
missionary cersere It is in this sense that Paul speaks later in
thie Epistle of redeeming the time, of taking heed to one's ministry
to fulfill it. You perceive that seme sense of urgency and intensity
in the words of our Lord Jesus: "I must do the works of him that
sent me.= Lot us work while it is day, before the night cometh when
no men can worke" We also must catoh something of that spirite We
st preach as dying men to dying mens Ve must be aware of the

fact that this rarticular sermon which we are now preparing or
delivering, may be the last opportunity for some poor soul to hear
the Gospel, or it mey be your last oprortunity to preach the Gospele.
Ve too must agonize over our preaching and do it in a spirit that

is moved to tears of frustrated love if that preeching seems to be
of no availe It must be a sewing in tears. But this agony of effort
must be gemuine. HNothing will so quickly and compleotely alienate

an audience as to have them oatch insincerity, end they are quick

to cateh it, in the artificial pathos of & preacher.

Let us learn from Ste Peul to work at such white heat of intensity
and uader the drive of this urgenoys Let us shake off any lethargy
of the flesh that may want to fasten itself upon use Let us not
find easy exouses in outward diffioulties, in such things, for
instence, &s the wilting effect of the olimate. I dare say it

became hot enouzh 2lso where Ste Paul was laboring, but we do not
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find him urging the debilitating effect of the climatee But as we
train ourselves, after Faul's example, tc strive with an agonized
etraining, let us do so in all humility. Xo one should grow proud

of himpel{ as thouch he were consuming himself in the Lord's uerviee,.
when probably it is only an unwise division of his time, and perhaps a
measure of self=indulgence in the quaffing of coffee that makes him
81t up until the wee hours of the night and then sleep lonz the next
morninge Ste Paul was a8 zealous servant of the Lord, but he does not
preen himself with that, rather does he attribute anything in the
line of diligence and earnestness whioch may have been connected with
his work, to the Lord who endows Paul with zeal and .utrength. It is
the graoce of Ged which is working in Paul end through Paul, working
mightily to accomplish that which God wants to ocarry out through

S5ts Paul es a humble servent of the Gospels. Thus we shall want to
aseribe any diligence end oarnestness which may be noted about our
work eltogether to the grace of Gode The less we think about how
mich we do and how hard we work and the more we put our mind upon

the glorious privilege of working for Jesus and the urgent need of
the souls whom we are trying to lead to the light, the better it will

be for us end the cesgier will our work appear to bes
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Chepter II
Ihe Missionary Learnsto Fortify his Flook
against Falese Teachers
Coles 24 1=8.

As the pastor end missionary worker looks at his work in the light
of this Epistle he learns from St. Paul that it is an important part
of his God=;iven work to warn and protect his flock against false
teacherss I[a former days there used to be a periodical which we saw
overy once in a while oalled "Sehwert und Kelle." In the days of
Hehemiah, when the Jews returned from the ocaptivity and set about to
retuild the walls of Jerusalem, they worked with the trowel in one
hand end the sword in the other. Ve dare not be satisfied with
merely presenting the right, true end ocorreot dootrine but we must
also warn people egeinst felse dootrine. Such warning, however, must
proceed from proper motives and must be done in the proper spirit.
llere scolding will not bring about any good resultse Let us learn
from 8t. ’mul how we maey atiack this matters Paul begins with a
"omptatio.” le shows the Colossians his love and concern for
theme Perhapc not all of them have seen him in the fleshe. Yot his
love towards thom is reel and truej if he sounds a word of warning
they will understend theat this is well meant; if he speaks sharply
they will not resent it because they know it flows out of a sincere
eoncern for theme Paul uses the word éyf; v, he agonizes over them as
& mother over a sick childe He wunts to see them comforteds He
would like to see them fortifieds And this is accomplished by their
possession of the true knowledge of the myatery of grace in Christ,
Ve le2.3 "For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for

you, and for them &t Laodicea, and for as many es have not seen my
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s face in the flesh; That their hoarts might be comforted, being knit
together in love, end unto all riches of the full assurance of under-
standing, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the

Father, and of Christ;"

Hight from the start therefore, Paul sets theam up againgt the |
claims of the errorists by showing them that in Christ they have |
everything, ve 3e &r 3 2cei THTEg 0l 49&50%/*:2 775 607/:; ! Tys JWJ/GL‘US wl
;T‘J"(f'”;’-‘ﬂl.":[il whomn are hid sll the treasures of wisdom and knowlodges" 1
Then he tells the Colossiens why he is so emphatic about their having 1’
the 7v7a mAeBTor  of gpirituel knowledge in Christs they will then |

not be fooled so easily by false teachers who come with claims of

great wigdom and learning but who have only trifling and fesble things

to offer, (‘Tﬂ%w-}o//;c, Ve 4

"And this I say, leat any man should beguile you with
entiecing words." {

These first verses of the chapter might be called merely quick jabs
at thé false teachers, later Paul launches forth with heavy body
punches against theme Ve can learn from Paul's manner. There is a
£00d hint for us here. Our people are so easily impressed with the
highesounding claims of othars,. “Christian Science™ which is neither
Christien nor scientific, the claims of yogi and Duddhist and

{ Theosophist, of New Thought and Modernism, = all of this sounds

. captiveting, end our people are easily daszled by those claims. But
we musi tell our people that they should not permit themselves to
be fooleds All those claims are "enticing words," and they are
"kid-stuff™ in comparison with what the Christians have. The Christians

should not trade a fine dismond for a plugged niockele.
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Order end Orgenization are a Decided Help
2

Again Paul swings beck to that taotio of a captatio, ve 5, when
ho repents his statement of concern for them and then praises them
for the good things he seos in them, their order and steadfmstness,
W/_fﬂf Kol &Ts/o;'u}ax of faithe How much we can learn from Paull
Instead of soolding, oriticising, belittling, aoting as though we
expeot only the worst and probably take & somewhat malicious delight
in finding our evil prediotions ocome true, let us learn to see what
good thinge there are to be noted about our peoples And we do not
need to hesitate to tell our people how glad wo are about those things.
I remerber a mission festival in Duluth where the pastor made a few
introductory remarks before the colleotion was taken up and incidently
sald that he had never been let down by his congregation and he was
sure thet now also they would do the proper thinge Thet was in line
with Peul's method here, and I need hardly add that the mission offering
Was a worthy onee Paul speaks here of order and organizetion, TV
Kt/ G’rs,ofa;ad, and these things sre quite a deoided help to keep the
Christians from felling away. Team=play is valuable. The lone wolf
usuelly gets into troubles lMan is by nature a gregarious oreature
end he is benefited by order and organigation. If a man belongs to a
congregation and ies an esotlve member, and if that congregation works
in an orgenized and systematic manner, then there is much less danger
of such a wen falling eway then if there were no such order or systeme
Ve are not forgetting, of course, that the real work of keeping them
steadfast is done by the Holy Ghost through the Word, but order and
orgenization are a valuable aide Let us leara from this point for

ourselves, in our conferences and station work and for our mission
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work in generale. Ve do not want to overemphasize organization and a
fixed order of things, but we should know the value of these things
and we should capitalize on the opportunities presented through them.
This would apply, for instence, to the introduction of the Common Order
in our services, end to such things as having the congregation send a
representative o ammual meetings with other congregational delegates,
and taking en active part in all the organized work of the Churche

Now Pmnul, ve 6, after building up so skillfully end leading up
to this point so carefully aud gobtting the Colossien Christians into
the right mood for what is to come, lets fly with a stirring call to
wellk in Christ, >g¢/ d:JTt:J: m—:p, TTuk'Tc:JTE, vy, &, Hothing less is
compatible with your present station: you have reeeived Christ, now
walk in fime Let your 1ife be wrapped up in Him, let all your thinking
and all your ectivity be oircumsoribed and bounded by Christ.

Christians will want to do that out of gratitude« Christ has lifted

them out of their former sinful and lost state and has rooted them
firmly in the truth and the faith; now they will surely want to show
forth their thenkfulness by living in Christ, ve 7.

"Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith,
as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving."

This wes en edditional build-up for the real punch which is
coming now, with Paul's solemn and earnest oall to the Christians to
see Lo it thet no onc might mislead the: with the false philosophy of
tha ‘WO!'ld. Te 8.

“"Beware lest any men spoil you through philoscphy and
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments
of the world, and not after Christ."

The Colossians were subjeoted to such attacks and misleading tactiocse.

Judaizing felse teachers had broken into the Colossian folde These men
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teaded to disparage aul's Gospel work and offered their own teachings
instead, which they paraded with a great show of learning and felse
humility. Don't fall for that, is Peul's warning. He is not afrald

to tackle that problem, nor should we be afraid to atteok false teachers
for what they are, empty sham, hollow show, a=b=c stuff, kinder=garten
lores 7hose people moted as though they had all wisdom, but they have
only the beginnings, they have only the first things, the rudiments,

the first elements, & 7o X g/« . Paul tells the Christians thet they

8s Chrictians are far beyond that and should therefore not let those
false temchers bluff theme Perhaps 1t is human tendenoy to think

that the pastures are groener on the othoer side of the fence and thet
those other teachers have a greater wisdom than your owme But Paul

@sks the Christiens to see what would happen if they listened to the
felse teomchers: they would then be fooled, would be open to disappointment,

aad so FPaul ocalls out sharply to thems don't fell for that stuffi

And notice the sharp conbtrasts what those people have to offer is
sccording to this world and not according to Christ, /(< 7a Cregsi« 700
fff@«oﬂ, “ 09 nire Kuersve Lot ue make much of this difference. It is a
migstake to minimize the difference betweon the Christian teachiungs
end the heathen teachingse The strength of our mission work lies not
in offering something very near to what the heathen already have but
in effering. them something totally different from what they have had
and which could not satiafy the hunger of their hearts.
a .
Learn to Fortify your Flock against False Teachers
by Showing your Christians that in Christ they have Everything
Ve 9-16
It is quite striking, as you look at your work in the light of this
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Epistle, to sec how the positive note shows so prominently in the
presentation of aul 's defense against false dootrine. IHis first move
is proclametion of-the right doctrine, with the underlying thought

thet the people will see how very foolish it would be for them to oxchange
the good thin; they have for the very shoddy article the felse teachers
offer. In Christ we heve everything, ve 9, says Paul to the believers,
YRy T U TIPRECY #my70s « The false teschers claimed that what the
Colossians had received from Paul and his fellow workers wes good
enough as far eas it went, but thet it was very incomplete and thet

the people needed further enlightenment, & more complete lining up of
teachings end rules, which these false teachers in their cherming and
disarmin: humility were ready to supplys Peul sweops that away by

the clear statement that in Christ the fullness of the Godhead dwells
bodlly,rr;u ) fﬂﬁowf,d 7;‘5 rkof‘yrog @9‘4?‘:&&53 « The fullness

of the Gode=head - there is nothing lacking on thet seore, there is
nothing dericient here, there is nothing additional that needs to be
supplieds And ve 10 tells the believers thet also on their side of it
they want nothing end lack nothing , for they arc complete in Christe.
The very tense of the verb wm\:,/m}«::/oo indicates that completnesse.
It is & rounded-of processs It is @ process that has been brought teo
& conelusione Again there is nothing that needs to be added, nothing
8till needs to be supplied, the Christians are complete in Christ, =
what a wonderful defense and. offeotive fortification against false
teachers! Tthen you know that you have everything then you will not
fall easily into the trap of the false teachers that they would supply
needs, since those needs do not existe The false teachers were prating

about angel ranks end principalities; that was trifling stuff: Christ
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is /tho head of all principalities and power, ve. 10, ’l; f’(f"?’dl‘\’y\
THEYS  cioxys  mui  ESevéiks,

Another devastating blow at the Judeizing false teachers is given
in the next verse, ve 11, showing that also on the score of circumcision
the believers lecked nothinge. They have that oircumcision which roally
counts before Gods. The claims of those false tcachers that the Christians
would have to submit to the whole ceremoniel law is therefore shown to
be utterly bascless. The Christiens lack nothing on this point, since
they have becn baptized, and Peul shows clearly what baptism does for
them namely thet it is the putting off the body, of the sins of the
flesh, boing buried with Christ in beptism and being raised up again
from the dead, v. 1le 12+ Not only have the believers all knowledge
but they also have & new life in Christe They were buried with Christ
and are raised up egain with him from the dead, sharing with Christ, l
partaking with Christ in the fullest sense, so thet if the believer
looks et the crucified Savior he oan say: "there hang I." To make
sure that his readers undorstend the fullness of thelr blessings in
Christ Paul in the next few verses, Ve 13«15, carries out beautifully
Just what we have in Christe It is Paul's manner that he frequently
expounds great teamchings in & sort of parenthesis, in remarks made on
the sidee Thus it is here when Faul tells the believers: you people
were dead in sins but God has éu:lokoncd you to spiritual life, has
forgiven you ull your trespasses, blotting out the handwriting of
ordinences that wes against use. (Vhat a fine touch, to include
himself), that the oatalogue of our sins was moved out of the way
where it blocked our progress towards God and heaven, yea rather
that 1t was nailed to the cross. lhat a wealth of imagery, what a

profusion of terms to meke that clear that our sins are forgiven.
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Or to add another: our gsins are cast into the depths of the Sea.
Just enst of the “hilippine Islands is the deopest spot so far discovered
in the ocean; & bright coin drogped into a glass of water would stilil
be visible, drorped into the clear water just off the wall of Dewey
Avenue in !‘snile, cight feot deep, the coin might still bo visible;
but cest into the occean where it is over thirty thoussnd feet deep it
is effectively lost to our sighte Thus God puts eway our sins. How
then, if you heve ell this fullness of knowledge and all this grace of
forgiveness, whet possible appeal would be left for you in the pieayune
claims of those false teachers? Let us learn in similar fashion to
meet the dangers which threaten our people from false teachers.
4
S8tand in Your Christian Liberty
Te 16«22

As we look upon our work in the light of this Epistle we see how
danger threatens our people from false teachers who want to rob them of
their Christien libertys. Those false teachers make all kinds of rules.
The demand implicit obedience and yet they act with a great show of
humility and modesty while sotting up their arbitrary and man-made
ruless Let us learn to see that there is a danger in these thingse
As paradoxical as it seems there is nevertheless & certain appeal in
rules thus arbitrarily set up and obedience thus sternly demanded.
That appeals te the 0ld Adam who wents to earn his salvation and
achieve righteousness by his own efforts, and the harder such tasks
geem and the more sxacting uunh. rules appear the more the 0ld Adam
likes ite Let us not be blind to that deanger and let us learn to meet
it in the manmer demonstrated here, namely with FPaul's rousing ocall:

Stand in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made you free.
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his is then applied in various directions, for instance regarding
the Sabbath Day, engel worship, and intercession for men on the part
of various ranks of engelse Psul says to the believers: Think how
8illy it would Le for you to be deceived by thet; Such arbitrary rules
for living as those of the Pharisees, are all speciocus, are only &
shadows The Chrigtians ere told to cling to Christ and not to be
fooled by the false prophetss S&o we, moved by love and seeking the
welfare of our people, will fortify and weran them. Y

“hat a stirring cell that is: Let no man judge ou/‘ MrTII /ws

2 youbebn L

let no man tell you that this or the other thing which is not forbidden
in the Sible is = sian and oriticize you for failing to observe men=
made lawse “he tendency of false teachers is always in that direection.
They make a great show of tolerance and of being liberal end yet they are
extremely narrow and bigoted and insist on the obaervance of man-made
regulationse. '/@ should be aware of that end should resolutely resist
that tendenocy. Ihis is o fundamental thinges We have been made free
by Christ, the 0Old Testament ceremonial and politicel laws are no more
in force for us, they have fulfilled their purposes They were & heavy
yoke to mmke people long for the deliverance which the Savior would
bring, and they were symbols end shadows of things to come, they were
the trimmings end decorations of the 0Old Testament economye But when
Christ came they could be put sways If we now allow ourgelves to be
subjected to those old lews again that would amnt to declaring that
the work of Christ was not suffiocient, that would be saying in effect
that Christ's work was & failure, that the real Savior was still to
comes Therefore the -tirrixig appeals Stand in your libertyl 3Sut
do not abuse i% nor make it & cloak of maliciousnesse It needs to be
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said also for our work and lif'e in the Orient that wo should be very
careful not to abuse and misuse our Christian liberty. We must not
offend by doing things that may be permissible by themselves in aowe
other country or under other circumstences but which might be mis-
undersgtood here. In thet connection also we should remembeir thet we have
the body in Christ and thet we should not trade it off for a mere shedow.
5
Bewere of False Humility, v. 23
Hlotice then how Peul warns his people ageinst the pitfall of
the false humility of heretical teeckers. They make a great show of
their humility. They pretended that they were far too humble to seek
God direetly, rather would they approach the throne of God through
engel mediacorse How very much like the Roman Catholics with their
seints who mre to serve as intercessorse. But Feul shows that this
olaim of the felse teachers was baselesse They had not even seen those
angel medietors, - how c;ould they bank on their intercession? Anyway,
that would be starting things at the wrong end. We ahould take hold
of the head, Chrisi, to whom we have free acocess. BExplicitly we are
directed to pray in the neme of Jesuse. How illogical, if you hevo died
with Christ over and egainst the things of the world, still to let
those things dominate and tyrannize youes Stand in your libertydl
That whole show of humility is a shame In reality it is pride whioh
would set mside the direotions which God has given and would put up
its own rules as to how you may approach Gode That is no humility which
walks along with dovnoast face and hat drawn down over the eyes, but
which looks sideways at every reflecting show-window to admire itselfe
And what small stuff it was after all, dealing with commands like:
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touch net, teste not, handle not, revolving about things that you consunce.
How silly to trade off your Christian liberty and lose Christ, in whom

all the fullness of the God=head dwells, for such trifling thinga.

Teke good owre of the body, to be sures but only in order that the body
may serve you and the Gospele. And do not give the care of the body

%00 mioch importance, ve 23

"

fhich things have indeed e show of wisdom in willeworship,

and hwnility, and neglecting of the body; not in eny honour to

the satisfying of the fleshs"
That may bo the source of some of our difficulties on the mission field
that we ;ive too much importence and prominence to the minor mechenics
of living end squnbble'too mach in a reathor undignified menner sbout
hill cottages and furloughse Let us get so wrapped up in the big
questions of epreading the gospel that we will have little time or
inelinetion to bother much with matters that are but trifling in
comparisone

ftand in your liberty! Thet will also helpy to solve the caste
Questions Ton't let caste tyrannize yous On th§ other hand we
missioneries should be very careful not to oram our ideas about caste
down the throats of people who feel altogetner differently about such
uatters than we doe Let us put this whole matter under the viewpoint
of Christian liberty and it will tend to solve itself in the oourse of
timee If it is a matter of Christian liberty then there is no compulsion,
no legalistic coercion and therefore also none of the natural tendency
to resist and fight back and with unnecessary tenacity to cling to
age=old traditions that are now seen te be out of harmony with Christian

principles.

T R — S ————
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Chapter III

The liissionary Learns to Point his People to Those
Things which are Above
Cols 33 1=4
1
As the missionary looks at his work in the light of this Epistle
énd as we learn to deal with people in St. Paul's immensely practical
manner we see how Paul ocalls his people to Christian lifes. What a
ringing appeal this is: Tﬁ &@U J}ﬁﬁ%,v. 1, seek those things which
are above. . The premise is established that they are risen with Christ,
now the conclusion is dreawn that they should seek those things which
are above. lhat is evangelicael procedure. In this way we should act
when we want to trein our people to Christian livinge It would be all
wrong o try to force them to be good by threats of the big sticke
The story is told of a missionary vehemently waving his clenched fist
before the face of a frightened native and vociferously talking at
him, and when the native then meekly promised to do what the missionary
wanted, the latter turned with deep satisfaction to his companion and
said: "there you can see that the Word brings forth fruits, da sieht
man die Kreft des Wortes." We must learn rightly to divide Law and
Gospel. I am afraid that there is frequently much confusion on this
point, and then we wonder why our people do not make better progress
in Christian livinge. But here in our Epistle we see how we are to go
about it when we want to help our people to a better Christian life.
They cannot escape the stringency of this argument: if you are risen
with Christ, thea seek that whioch is aboves
Moreover, we should gladly seek thoase things whioh are abovee.

We should desire those things because they are the best things. It
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should be the joy of our hearts to s trive for those things, because
Christ sitteth at the right hand of the Father. Another compelling
reason for making us seek those things which are above is the thought
of the permanency of these things Christ is enthroned there. That is
His fixed abodes He rules as King and is exercising His royal
position. And all of this is ebove the ohange and decay which we see
ell around us. This very ocontrast from the uncertainty and constent
chenge to the permamnency and assured certainty of the heavenly things
should mightily drew our hearts and make us seck those things which
are ebove, and to do so gladly and with longing.
2
Love those Things which are Above, v. 2-4
Ve 2 repeats the argument with ean added fine pastoral and
evangelical appeals WWQ SZIU Qfﬁ)Oi/EItTG 7 "love those
things which are above, put your affection on the things which are above,
and not upon those which are on the earth.” Not only should we seek
them because these things are best for us (sometimes things are good
for us and yet are bitter), but we should love those things which are
above, and one could well say that they deserve our love. Again you
would have the sharp comtrast from the things of this world which
ere all of s transitory nature and camnnot really satisfly the hunger of
our hearts, cannot supply & true object for our love. But those things
which are above are undefiled and incorruptible and never fude away,
I Peter 13 4. Those things of our Lord are utterly pure, whereas
wvhatever the world has to offer would be tainted with an admixture of
impure thingse. Those things which are above are always fresh and
never never lose their charm, whereas even the finest flowers fade

quickly and the most exquisite joys soon begin to palle And the things
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which are above are eternasl and will never become & prey to the gnewing
tooth of time, whereas the things of this earth are all subject to decay
8nd destruction. Uhat cogent romsons can we therefore edvancs to our
people why they oughkt to put their effections on the things which are
above! And again we cen back up this invitation with en argument the
stringea:y of which they cannot escape. Ve ocan tell them that for them
to soek that which is above is the logioel conclusion of their having
become e child of Gode In our preaching we so often make the mistake
of permitting our people to dwell too much in this world; we travel
along with them in terms of this world; we take it for granted that
they are =0 wrepped up in the effairs of this life; and we shrink from
dracing the sharp distinctions which ought to be put between the things
of this world and the things that are above. lie somehow hesitate to

make the last division and to draw the final conclusion, and our ocall

to our people to seek and love those things which are above does not
ring out as clearly end as urgently as it ought to dos But that is
cheating cur people. Let us learn from the Apostle Paul that true
pastoral love will ezll upon the believers to set tﬁair hearts above.
e must not permit our people to lose sight of it that our religion

is a religion of thz beyond, eine Jenseitsreli _ion. There is an in=-
estimable blessing in this fect and we should learn this. The inheritance
ebove and the love which now already seeks and yearns for the things
vhich are above compensates very decidedly for some of the things which
our people may seem to lack and is & rich counterpart for that in which
. our people may seem to fall short here on earth. Here is a splendid
recompense, if one oan use that term, for poverty and the general lack

of distinction which may be attached to our people here in this world.
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And in order to give the people an added incentive to seck aand love
those things which are above and to meke them dwell in their thoughts
8 great deal on those glories Paul sets before them the marvellous
revelation of Christ's great day of return when also all our glory in
our heavenly status will be revealed. If we learn from St. Peul to
think much on these things and to drew the thoughts of our people to
thes@’ehim;s, then we shall find it much more easy of accomplishment to
have them seok those things which are above end to have them set their
affections on them.

It is astonishing to note the many practiocal hints for our work
which we oan glean from a review of this Epistle. Thus you see the
decp understanding with which Paul puts the more eppealing things
first and then advences something which may not be so welcome to the
fleshs Thus Paul first calls upon the Christians to love all those
beautiful, slorious things which are above; = well, that should not be
difficult, here he should meet with a ready response. But then he
comes witﬁ the demend to mortify your fleshe That will not appeal to
the 0ld Adem, at this demand our old flesh is apt to balk. But sinoce
Paul has placed the appeal to seck those things which are above first
end put this eppeal upon its logical basis and supported it with all
its glorious expectations and implicetions then he can the more
readily secure their assent to the necessary mortifying of the flesh.
The text has the word ﬁxpd%are » Ve 5, to kill, to make to be dead.
That is a peainful prospect for the old flesh, and yet it is altogether
reasonable. For these members are on gnrth, they belong to the earth,
they are out of harmony with the inheritance awaiting you in heaven.

Thereforc these things must be put offy or in the language of the text:

the old flesh must be put to deaths
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3
Put off the Things of the Flesh
ve 5-11
Peul then catalozues these things and thoughts and gives a very
eogent reason why they should be drowned and put down, v. 5: they are
idolatny,;?;;)gqurpfﬂL , and Tor these things the wrath of God descends
upon the children of disobediences As you study the manner in which
Paul zoes at these matters you marvel at the wealth of terms and the
profusion of turns employed by him to show that it is altogether right
and proper for the Christians to put down those things of the flesh.
Tese things are simnly incompatible with their Christian oalling.
Let us remember to treat this matter in a similar fashion. We are too
apt sharoly to demand and eritically to condemn; let us rather learn
from Paul to invite and drew with the beauty and glory of that which is
above, and then to show that we now ought willin:ly and gladly to put
off the eerthly things which are out of harmony with all the splendor
and zlory of our hesvenly inheritence. The text makes it clear that
there are things which need to be put off, and Paul in his practical
fashion reminds the Colossian Christians that they also have_been guilty
of those unbecoming, earthly things which need to be put offs Ve need
constently to be reminded of our former sinful estate so that we value
the present glorious estate end willingly live in accordance with it,
Ve 7« 8. One frequently finds that pastors hesitate to speak of those
things. In my various travels I have listened to many so-called sermons
in which the word sin did not once ooccur. And whem we do speak of sin
in our sermons we may be so vague thet our listeners never catch the
truth that they too are such persons who have sins that need to be
forgivens Paul is very practiocal, very close to the people, under=
standing the people and motiveted by a sincere desire that his poople

should profit by the Gospel of forgiveness and grace and that they
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should orucify the flesh to live a life which would grace snd adora
the glorious Gospel they have embraced in faith. So Paul now speaks
of the very common sins of the lips and asks the Christians not to lie
to one another. Thet is & very common practice with the children of
the world. But such lying to one another is unbecoming to the
Christians, since they heve put off the old man end put on the new man.
Glowingly, apvealingly, invitingly Peul pictures the new man, asking
the belicvers to put on that new men. This new man is in the image of
Christ and is paltterned after God. In this new man all outward differences
that ordinerily divide men vanish and fall away. What a strongz invitation
to draw and incite you to put on the new mand! We, who endeavor to lead
our people omward into a good Christian life, should learn to speesk
in this fashion, to drew and call with the Gospel, teking it for
granted thet since we are speaking to believers we can appeal to them
with the glowing picture of the new man, and keeping in mind that it
would not accomplish anything good on this score if we were merely to
scold and to thunder awey with the lawe.
4
Put on the Garments of the New lian
Ve 12-15

We pastors and missionaries who would like to train our people to
lead a truly Christian life may well learn from St. Paul how to effeot
such traininge. He uses all kinds of piotures and appeals; he draws
8nd invites. He pulls and ettracts but does not drive or coerce. In
all his activity you will notice the evangelical manner and.the absence
of legelism, In this seetion of the chapter Paul uses the appealing
picture of the bright garments of the new man. "Put on the garments

of the new man," is his invitation; "see how pretty they are; see how
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well you will look in these brave new germents." Frequently people
have the idea th .t to become & Christian is a sour, hard thing; that
it would meen putting eway all light end joy, that Christianity is e
drab and cheerless existance which would turn a persoa into a puritanical
Sourpusse lic missionaries probably operate a little too much with
"don't this end don't that." From Ste Paul we can leern a different
way, that of appeal, the attempt to show how bright and attractive
Christianity really is. This is the method here: to ask the Christian:
"Do not these clothes appeal to you? all of them are shining and
gloriousi And they are the proper clothes for youe You are the elect
of God, you are made & new mane Now it is only right and proper
thet this new man should be clothed in appropriate new garments."
Let us, as we view our work in the light of this Epistle, learn %o
speak like thet to our people, that since you have this exalted and
distinguished position that you are the elect of éod, that you are szints
end faithful brethren (che 1: 1) it is but meet and right that you should
Put on Lhe garments of the new man. = Then there follows a line-up
of these virtues which we heve just called the beautiful germents of
the new man, "kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering,
forbearing one another, and {'orgiving one another, if any man have a
quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye."

And on %top of them all put on the bond of IOVG.%f;ﬁvf;_J’gzry
@db{ayws 7;3 Tedscd7yres + Probebly the Apostle piotures this love
83 a sort of sash or girdle which is put on last over all the other
garments and which holds them all together. The flowing Oriental
garments probably needed some such socarf or sash to hold the other
articles of clothing in their proper place. Thus love is the orowning

Christian virtue, the chief distinction and the one characteristic which
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holds all the other Christian virtues together and gives them their full
glory. Without love we would be &s & tinkling cymbel and sounding
brass, 1 Cor, 13. Let us make much of that, of the Christian virtue of
charity, a lovable Christian attribute which hallows and sanctifies all
the relations of the believers and which makes it possible for them to
live peaceably together and effectively to work together.

Thus Paul's wish for the believers, as he closes off this
appealing picture of the new man, is this, that the peace of Christ
which stablishes them and gives them a firmness so that they stand
solidly end are not easily moved, are not easily swayed and wafted
hither end yon by every shifting wind of oircumstance, should be granted
to thems 1ith his eye on the practioal impliocations of his encouragement
Paul knows thet it will enable them to live & Christian life if they
remember that they are knit togethef in the one body of the Christian
churchs Ve so easily lose sight of the glorious fact that the Lord
hes called all His children 1nt; His church and that there they are
one body and that He has adorned them with the garments of the new
man, be they ever so freil and weak and be the evidences of their
Christienity ever so small, but that nevertheless they have the grace
and peace of Gode

6
Strength for a New Life

But if our members are to pu: .onl sthe garments of the new man and
are to demonstrate.ohnrity and other Christian virtues, then we must
show them where they can find the strength, the ability and willingness
for thats All these things are not the achievement of their own strivin.g
but they come into being only through the grace of God and are nourished

only through the consistent epplication and use of the Word of God. So
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We mist learn from the Apostle to point our people to the Word of God
énd teach them to find sustenance for their faith and strength and
willingness for Christian living in the Vord of Gode We must show

them thet and train them in thate We must not shy away from the effort
and personal contact which this treining entails. It is not enough
merely in & general way to oall upon our people to live a Christien
life, we must now also take the time to contaet our people and in a
direct, living, pastoral manner to train them to find the strength and
nourishment for a Christian life in God's word. And then they are
encouraged end enabled to help others in the same fashions. Thus in

the next two verses of this chapter, ve 16+ 17s, we have the loving
admonition of St. Paul to the velievers that they let the Word of Christ
@well richly in their midst in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another, singing to the Lord in their hearts, and whatsoever they do

in word or deed, to do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thenks to Cod end the Father by hime How practicel Paul isi He calls
upon the Christians to put on the beautiful garments of the new man

and then he immediately shows the believers how they may find the
willingness and the susteining strength for that: only through the
continued application and use of the Word of Gods .Aooordingly, he

would have them use the Word of God & great deal. He advocates the
femily elter and would have the Christians teach and admonish one another.
Paul perhaps has the piocture of a Christian, in the cool of the evening,
visiting some neighbor and then talking about spiritual things, end to
get into the discussion of spirl."tull matters in the most natural fashion
in the world. Paul would like to have the Christians speak of spiritual
matters also in their casual meetings, like the women of the village

meeting at the town wells The Christians should keep in mind that they
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mey well assist one another with their telks on religious matters,
and we must show our people how to do this. Firast, of course, we must
learn to heve end to prectice it among ourselvess I believe we are
mich too slow to do this in our own midst. Repeatedly I have been in
groups of pastors who spent hours together and never was there a single
8llusion to spiritual things but the conversation revolved merely about
earthly matters. Those things have their place too, of course, but
we should not overlook the need of spiritual discussions among ourselves
also. Furthermore, the Apostle stresses the singing of the Christian
churchs Singing has ever characterized the Christien churoch and it has
pProven a splendid meeans of helping the children of God to put on the
new man and to keep those garments of the new man on. You all know
what an importent role singing played in the spreading of the Reformation.
In recent journeys in China it was very interesting to me to note
what great importance China's new government is plecing upon the
communi ty singing in the development of new politiocal life and
interest in that nation. We should make much of our singing. This is
8 wonderful means for getting spiritual truths into the hearts and
lives of our peoplee
6
A General Rule for Christian Living, v. 17

Then Paul gives a general rule, ‘v- 17, in which he sums up ell
Christian activity under one head: "Whatsoever you do whether it is in
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, thanking God
and the Father by him." That is the general rule« FWhatever you do,
whether you praoctice singing with & group of children or teach dogmatiocs
to & class in the seminary, whether you teach sewing to a group of older

girls in a village or instruct budding catechists in writing outlines
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for their catechetical lessons, whether you work in the garden or ride
& bicycle down a dusty path, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus
and with the proper thankégiving to God. That is a marvellous general
rule which puts all Christian activity and all the various phases of
our Christian life into the proper relationship to God and has them
flow out of the proper motive. Our whole lives should be framed, so

to say, by the Lord Jesus. The grace that ocomes to us in our Lord
Jesus hellows and senotifies every little thing we do. It gives the
proper dignity to our lives and supplies a gracious setting for our
small moctions. And as the joy of the Lord sings ia our hearts and as
Wwe give thanks to God for all blessings we then find it easy to carry
on the work which has been given us te do. Let us learn this for
ourselves; let us really translate that general rule into our lives,
and ever so much will be gained. We are too much inclined to think
only of spectacular stunts and outstgnding heroics when Christianity

is considered in its outward aspects. But in the main Christian living
is & matter of simple every day actions, of graciousness and kindness
of attitude, of consideration for others, and of thankfulness to God
in respect to all the little happenings of the daye How rich our lives
would be if we consistently followed this rule! What en outstanding
service we could render our people if we teach them this lesson and
show them how to put it into practiced Let us learn from St. Paul,

and also in this respeot to view our work in the light of this Epistle
§0 that we may profit for our deily lives. Aand it is especially in
connection with our work on the foreign missions field that a marvellous
opportunity for service has been gue”:_n to us by the Lord just on this
soore. Amid all the drab and colorless lives of the people about us,

that deadening routine of back-breaking labor with its meager returns,
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with that almost universel diseppointment and hopelessness of any
improvement in their condition, with that lacke~luster expression in
their eyes and the attitude of not even trying to make things nicer in
their ervironment, what a blessed opportunity is given to the
Christien workers to bring color and life and hope into such living

if we but set before them the pettern of our own life in the name of

the Lerd Jesus, serving the Lord with gladness and being given to constant

thankfulness to our Lorde. And here is where the wives of the pastors
8nd missionaries have such a beautiful opportunity for service. It
is very lergely in their domain to show how the simple end apparently
commonplace occurances of Christian living cen be made to shine, just
82 that wiper in the locomotive repair shop said, when he was asked f.or
&n explanation of his joy in his work and the resultent greater polish
of the locomotives in his care:s "I've got a glory in
my heart," If the missionery wives go about their work singing and
happy, cultivating deily thenkfulness for lititle blessings and if they
show that also in the care devoted to their homes, freshening up their
living=rooms with new chintz hangings once in a while, that will bring
& tremdndous 1ift te the husbendly morale and be & decided addition to
missionary effectiveness. Let us not be slow to seize the opportunity,
and to follow out this general rule of St. Paul that everything be
done with thankfulnesse
7
Fules for Specific Cases
v. 18=22

As we proceed, we see again what an immensely praotical person
the Apostle Paul wase As if he had thought along the line in which
we have just spoken, he goes on to show how Christien living will work
out and he applies the general rule he had just given to individuel
oases and situations. After all, a rule is of little good if it does
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not work in specific instances sand oases. Thus St. Paul says to the
Christian wives: o T‘dléb 2 77’75 ;V@d/bll/, be subject to your husbands
88 in the sight of the Lord. Our heavenly Father in His wisdon has
ordered things in this manner that the man should be the head of the
householde In America, under the influence of comic strips of the
lagzie end Jips type it has frequently become a joke to think of the
husband as the heacd of the households He is frequently nothing more
than e meel ticket, and the moment & more prosperous person is in
sight the unsecrupulous gold=-digging woman divorces her husband and
goes after big er game, or she grabs a rich husband and ' then discerds
him, bilking him out Of/at%lt alimony en indulgent count will stand fore
It is no dishonor if Christien wives oarry out the injunction of Holy
Seripture and res ect their husbands as the head of the households

An’ no Christien husband would abuse that position of trust, but they
are to love their wives and are not to act bdbitterly against thenm,

like the fellow who seid he was going home to supper, and if supper
was not ready he would raise & big fuss and if it was ready he would
not eets In the Christian household there will be mutual love and
respects The Christian wife honors the position given to her husband
that he is to be the responsible head of the household. And the
Christian husband looks upon that position as & sacred trust for which
he is responsible to the Lord and whioch he should meet to the best of
his abilitys St. Paul tells the Christian husbands to love their wives;
not as one of my classmates said in our sophomore college class when
the professor caught him day-dreaming and asked him in oonmotioﬁ with
our catechism review: "Wie sollen die liaenner leben mit ihren Wéibera?
and the bemused student answered: "Mit Furcht and Zittern," upon

which the professor said: "Ka, ganz so schlimm ist es denn doch nicht."
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How much sin is piled up on this score of lovelessness and bitterness
in the home! How many a Christian wife must suffer under the thought=-
lessness and rude carelessness of a husband! And let us not think that
pastors and missionaries are above falling into such serious feults.

We need over to watch over ourselves. And then we need tactfully and
oconsistently and vatiently to train and lead our members on this score.
This egain is a point where the pastor's work dere not remain with

mere broad generalities such as the general admonition to his people

to lead a good Christian life, but that he also attack specific phases
of Christian living and show how sﬁch Christian living might be carried
out in more detailed relationships.

Directions are then also given to children, servants, the employers
end the employees, in ve 20 to Ch. 4, ve le« The children are to be
&dmonished that they obey their parents in all things, not only in
things thet the children like to do but also in things whioch children
might find irksome and unnecessarye. The reason for such obedience
is the fact that this is well pleasing to the Lord. This would fit
in with God's plans. Because children are not yet of a ripe enough
Judgment or are physically uneble to cope with the exigencies of life
and because they need training, the Lord gives them perents or people
who eot in loco parentis. This is a wise provision, end God is pleased
to see it observed. Of course, the obedience of ochildren to their
parents is qualified by the restriotion indicated elsewhere in Soriptﬁro.
that children are to obey their parents in all things in which God
has placed them over us. The father, or parents 1nlgeneral, are
admonished not to provoke their ohildren to anger lest they beoome

discouraged. Frequently parents plegue their children with unreasonable
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demands end unnecessary restriotions. BSuch a misguided manmner of child
training will result in disocouraged, disspirited children. What sad
éxperiences have darkened many a pastor's or teacher's home just because
this kind admonition and sensible rule of St. Paul was not properly
observed.
8.
Christian Views on the Labor Question
Ve 23=4:1

The servents are to obey their masters, not with a mere outward
compliance but with a ready end hearty egreement with the desires of
their employers, or to put it into the words of the Apostle ™not with
éyeservice as menpleasers: but in singleness of hea.r’t, fearing God,"
Ve 22. Ve are to obey them that heve the rule over us for the Lord's
seke, beceuse that is God's way of ordering thingss And again all
taint of dishonor is removed from such service if you remember that
this obedience and compliance with the rules of govermments and masters
should flow from respect to God and be done "as to the Lord and not
unto men," v. 23, There you have the proper dignity given to whatever
service or obedience may be rendered. And in order to elioit the more
ready obedience and more single-hearted compliance the Apostle Paul
tells the servants that they shall receive the reward of the inheritance,
again, bringing in the thought that they serve the Lord Christ. Vhat
rich comfort end whet a glorious encouragement for pecple who may be
in @ lowly position otherwise, slaves in the days of the Apostle,
if they can look upon their tasks as rendered unto the Lord Christ,
with the dignity of a regeal service and with the prospect of a kingly
reward. Nor does Paul want to be loocked upon as & spineless and weak

old dodderer, but he also calls attention to the faot of accountability

and of punishment for evil=doers even in matters of this nature, ve 25.
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Wuch attention should then also be given by us to the instruction to
masters and employers, Ch. 4, ve 1, to give unto their servants that
whioh is just and equal; knowing that they also have a master in heaven.
This is in line with the way Paul usually speaks to masters and employers.
He would have them treat their servants with Christian consideration
and courtesy. raul's enger would blaze out ageinst men who would
exploit helpless servants. I wonder what Paul's reaction would be

to an artiocle recently published in the Saturday Evening Post under

the title "So You Can't Keep @& Servant." Surely there is much room

for instruction on these matters. TWe need to touch on matters of this
nature which trouble the world so greatly in our day and which are

8mong the underlying causes of revolutions, war and bloodshed. Also
from the fect that a wrong slent on these things may well endanger

the work of the Gospel » We should be enxious to impart the proper

instruction on these relationships. We need to teke care lest labor

85 & body and as & movement turn egeinst the church. We should not

be blind to the fact that just this is happening in meny instences,
&nd most church people are either oblivious to this danger or do not
know whet to do about its Here in this seotion of our Epistle you
have the principles for a Christien relationship of cepital and labor.
It was a matter loaded with dynamite for Ste Paul to talk about such
reletionships in his dey, nevertheless he does speak on them, with

the proper Christian approach and motivation. As we view our work

and the needs of our times let us also speak out courageously on questions
of this natures But we must be careful that we speak in the proper
Christian tone, upon the foundation of what the Gospel means for the
Christian, and with the proper teaot and loving concern for the persons

to whom our words might apply. We should render & great favor to the
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world if we very earnestly and yet in an evangelieal manner proolaim
the truths set forth in the Vord of God and also in just this part of
our Epistle, and that we endeavor to trein our members also in

this respect to put on the fine garments of the new man.
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Chapter IV

1.
Praying for a Door of Utterance
Col. 4y 2-4
As we who are engaged in church and mission work look at our task

in the light of this Epistle and as we now come to the fourth chapter
of this letter, we sec again what a very important part prayer plays
in this whole endeavor. We note here how Paul urges his fellow members
in the church to pray for one another. That is a marvellous way of
promoting spiritual life. One can hardly think of emnything so well
oaloculated effectively to bring about pesce within a congregation and
hearty ccoperation emong the members as this: to have the members
trained to pray ror one another. A person will hardly slender a man
for whom he has just said a prayer, nor will he be inclined to cheat
& person for whom he has just prayeds It would be altogether unnatural
for a man to be jealous that another man has been elected a deacon in
his steed if he hes just prayed for this men. If we want to bring

about peace and harmony in the congregation let us train our members

to pray for one another. This practical aspect of the need and blessing

of prayer is of course altogether aside from the need in general, that
the Christians pray for each others

And then we observe how prayer and vigilance are linked together.
Let us learn also to hook up very closely these two features of prayer
and of watchfulnesse Onoe again observe how immensely prectical the
Apostle Paul is, and how we oan learn from him on that score. Vie may
often speak of watchfulness. We may urge our pecple to be sober and
vigilant. But we may not always be osreful enough to oconnect that
with preyer. A mere attempt at ntchruineu, without prayer, will

not help much. Mere urging to vigilence without close comnection with
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with prayer is too likely to lead to reliance upon one's own self,
upon one's own moral fortitude, upon one's own spiritual strength,
and then you may have a repetition of that pitiful spectacle of Peter's
deniel in the court of the High Priest.

Observing Paul's method and taotics, the missionary then learns
to proceecd from the general to the specific, from the general need
for prayer to an urgent eppesl that the Christians should pray for
something definite and specifice. And here the great heart of the
migsionery speeks out when St. Paul asks them to pray for a door of
utterance. Ihat a moving appeel to the Christismns: "Pray for us that
God zive us a door of utterance." Paul was a zealous missionary.
He was willing to throw himself whole~heartedly into mission endeavorss.
No hardship or dif'ficulty stopped him, nor was he intimidated by the
threats of the enemies of the oross. But Paul lmew that God had to
open the door for him, thet here too "all depends on our possessing
God's free grace end love and blessing." Paul was in prison when he
wrote this letter and he was faced with many other diffioculties. The
Gospel was hindered in Colossae by false teachers. How his heart yearned
for a door of utterance, not only in respect to cities which he had
elready visited but also regarding other seotions of the world whioch
were still held captive in darkness. He himself prays for an opportunity
to preach the Gospel but he also asks others to pray for a door of
utterance. Surely we can learn in this matters Let us learn from
Sts Paul to put our heart into prayers for a door of utterance, that
we really mean it when we repeat the words of the prayer: "Send fortp
laborers into Thy harvest," Too frequently these words are spoken in
such & perfunotory menner thet it is evident that there is no real

earnestness connected with that plea. Too frequently one can hardly
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éscape the feeling that if God took such & person up end seaid to him:
"Well, that is fine that you have such sentiments; I will send you out
to Chine as a mis sionary," that person would be very much astonished
and would stamuer end blush and try to make exouses: "What? Me?

Oh, Lord, scnd some one elge; I am really not ready to go that far.”
And then the Lord would have to say: "So you did not actually mean

1t when you asked me to send laborers into the harvesti"

And as we ourselves pray earnestly end sincerely for an open door,
let us induce our people to pray for openings for mission work. Ve
ohserve that Paul asks for a door of utterance. He wants no brealsing
into another man's bishoprioc. Paul has no patience with proselytizing.
Paul is very anxious to do mission works. But he must have & legitimate
door of uttorances Thus we need to observe the rules laid down by
the Lord for prospective mission fields. We need to have & door and
mst not be tempted to climb over the wall into some other church's
folde But we must also maintain that in the end we are the persons
who must decide whet constitutes an open door for use No other person
or church body can make up our mind for us on that point. When therefore
& church conference of other denominations on Mindanao passed a solemn
resolution, after I had met with them on the question of possible
Lutheran church work in the Philippine Islands, that in their opinion
the Lutheran church had no contribution to make to the spiritual life
in the Philippines, that resolution means nothing to us as an effective
barrier to any work we may attempt to undertake in that region. It is
we who upon our own conscience must deoide whether there is an opea
door for us at this or the other looalitye But when the Lord does show
us an open door then we must also have the courage to grasp that opportunity
and resolutely step through that open door which the Lord has swung

ajar for use.
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2e
Poors of Uttersnce Today, v. 3

Frey for u door of utlerence: thet is a word in season for our
church right nowe ‘hink of the parts of China that had been occupied
by the Jupenese during the reeent war: how fervently will we pray
the Lord to opon the deor for us ageinl It is true that some
church work was bLeing carried on even in the ocoupied area from
which all foreign missionaries hed been excluded by repatriction.
Natlonel pastors smd evangelists were still carrying on, snd at one
Place « laymun reed sermons to the small floek that was lefts The
Christisns wio were left in these areas were subjeoted to tremendous
pressure. 2 lknow how the Jupanese were doing their utmost to coerce
Christian bodies in Korea, !‘anchukuo end Japan to amalgazate into one
8o=called evangelical church with & very spineless constitution and
vory little apecific Christien confession and a determined attempt to
introduce ‘hinto elements into the worships. Undoubtedly efforts mlong
thet line were also being made in occupied Chinae

In fect the Japenese already hed their bishop in Chinejy I cen tell

you his name; it is Abee It took & good deel of senotified fortitude

for our Chinese Christiens to remein true to their Lutheran confession
and Christien ;'z'inr.‘.iplel.o Under that situation it was almost out

of the question to think of muoh advancement of the Christian work

in ocoupied China. Oh, how will we therefore prty-for a door of
utterance, that the Lord might meke it possible for us to return to
those fields end %o rebuild the walls of our Zion there, undoubtedly
left in a state of devastation and orumbling ruine

Vhen we speak of praying for a door of utterance we also think of

the unoooupied part of China, free China. Here it does look as though
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the Lord is openingz a wide door for us. The present Central Government
is very favorebly inclined towards Christian missions and their work.
Not only are the Generalissimo and Mademe Chiang Kai Chek professing
Christiens, but eight out of ten of the leading men in that Central
Government of China are Christians, end throughout Free Chinea about
fifty percent of the leading people are either themselves Christians

or are the products of Christian schools. The tremendous advance in
literacy which raised the former 5% of children going to school to

65% also opens & wide door for the dissemination of the Gospel through
the printed page. It is perfeotly astonishing to note the rapidity with
vhich the Chinese buy up all available Bibles and Bible portionse

The great migration whioch swept forty to fifty million Chinese from
along the sea=-coast into the interior, welking 1200, 1600 and 2000
miles, to have them mingle with the people of the hinterland, has

broken down many of the old walls of superstition and exclusiveness.

The terrific impact of the war has swept away in its devouring holocaust
much upon which Chinese people were wont to build their expectations.
The people heve been shaken up out of their former somnolence and in-
difference as to what the rest of the world was doinge War is a stern
taskmaster end admits of no inattention. A fundamental change is taking
Place in the pattern of Chinese national life alsc in this respect

that formerly their life was organized within the narrow confines of

the femily, but now cooperative enterprises are teaching a number of
families to work together in thousands of instances. Christiens who

had to flee from their old homes are now giving witness to their

S8avior in their new looalities. You can see how all this must spell
opportunity for the Christian church, especially when you take it in

connection with the almost complete breakdown of heathenism as a cult
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Or religion, with the Chinese people completely disillusioned as to
the protection their former idols were supposed to give thems

Pray for a door of utterance: how does that apply also to the
Philippines: A tour of investigation convincéd us of the possibilities
for mission work on our part in that country. Think of the seventeen
million people living on those seven thousand emeralds or islends,
rich in resources agricultural and mineral, with a salubrious climate,
people who for four ocenturies have been exposed to Christian influences
but who are today to the largest extent unchurched, for all praotical
purposes; neople among whom you oan begin working through the medium
of the English lanzuage from the day you land on those shores, and
People moreover of e rather friendly and open disposition.

And whet shall we say of preying for an open door for India?
%o still have an open door in this country. Politieal upsets might
threaten to close some of those doors. What an urgent need, therefore,
for us to pray that God keep open the door for use And who of us
would be blind to the feet that in India we have just begun to scratoh
the surface? Who, when he hears this plea of St. ﬁul for a door of
utterance, does not fervently wish and pray that God would grant to
us & decided and definite forward and upward sweep in our work in
India? And thus we might speak of opportunities and open doors in
Central and South America. We might enumerate the great opportunities
for our church in our homeland in Ameriee where also the present dis=-
location of populetion spells mission opportunity for us. Not only
will we want to follow up our own people when they move about, or as
they return from a temporary sojourn at a defense plant, or s young
people come back from service with the armed forces, and as our people

are shuffled about because of the housing shortages, but we should make
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8 systematic and energetic effort to reach the many thousands of families
who have had some loose end superfioial church connections before but
who are really unchurched now, or who are now found in a trailer camp
or a mushroom new city development. Iie must heve an eye for people whom
We ocould reach and win if we but sew that here the Lord has given us
8 door of utterance. We must consistently trein our membership in
personal mission work, never letting up on the thought that every
Christien is e missionary, showing them how they can do such mission
work and mssisting t em to undertake and carry on such efforts, either
concertedly, or by individual endeavor, and we must carefully follow
up every leed which they uncover and obmnunioate to use The Lutheran
Hour is serving magnificently as & missionary enterprise. We have a
church bedy that is Bible believing and that is well equipped to do
effective work when it sets out to enter by the door of utterance
which the lLord may grant to us. Who can adequately envision the
opportunities and possibilities that may be unfolded in Europe now
the war is over, in Russia, in Germany, in the Balkans and in mamy
another country where the Lutheran church might possibly gain a foot=
hold or help to rebuild the unkempt fields and broken hedges and
erumbling towers of the Lord's vineyard? Oh, let us pray earmestly,
and get our members to pray fervently and consistently, for a door of
utterance, and then also for the courage to use any such doors! For here
we must play fair with Gods We must mean it when we ask Him to grant
us a door of utterance.

¥What a glorious prospest this whole matter sets before usi For
why do we desire an open door? It is for the purpose of preaching the
mystery of Christe. We will notice from our Epistle how emphatically
and clearly Peul sets that forth as the object for which he wants to
enter the open doors, to preach the mystery of Christ. No matter
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how groat the demands moy be for us to engage in social rehabilitation
and materiel reconstruction and educational realignment and for plain
oharity- and the demends will be great = we must remezber that our
ohief purpose must be tho unfolding of She mystery of Christ. Paul
oalls it a mystery, for it is & mystery to natural man, it is in-
oomprehensible to/ hlaw‘;g gj?g only=begotten Son that whosoever believeth
in Hin should not perigh but have everlasting life. That is a nystery
Yo natural men, but it 1s our priceless privilege to unfold and to
meke it lnown, to preach of that boundless love, to urge upon people
that they be reconciled to God through the blood of His Sons

With that preyer for an open door and with the glorious content
of our preaching, namely the revelation of the mystery of God's love
for the sinner in Christ, it is hardly necessary, one should think, to
say much about urpging the Christians to do this worke Yet that feeling
of urgency rests very heavily on Ste Paul and he therefore says in
the next verse "as we ought to speak,” A &7/0-: Rﬂ?\fédt « Ve must
learn to lool: upon our work in thet seme lights This is something
we ought to do, we need to doe Divine necessity is laid upon us
here. We too will experience something of that feeling of "woe is
m if I do not preech,” which drove Paul on with burning impatience
and consuming restlessnesse How he must have ochaefed in his bondage in
Romes A whole world needed to be filled with the Gospel, many nations
needed to be oonquoered for Christ, Paul wanted to speak of this mystery
of divine love end of a gracious redemption to them, and here he is
shackled to his soldier guard in Romel Ho wonder he prays for a door
of utterance, f'or en opportunity to set out once more on some of his
migsionary journeys. We must catoh something too of that spirit of
urgency and the driving power of that intensity and necessity, even as
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Jesus sayss "I must do the works of Him that sent me,” end at another
time: "Let us work while it is day, before the night cometh when no
BN oan work." et us catch the stringency of the cmse, the need for
haste. ‘here is no room here for dellience; the oause is too sacred,
the need too great, Che prize too preciocus to permit any postponement
of effort, any delay in mission activily where it is at all possible
for us to go forwarde Hor dare we stop beoause of some a-:.i)nront danger
or reel q:-::;o:-. "aul was in bonds for the Cospel's sske. Our
migsioneries in Chine feced concentration coemps if they remained on
their posts, but Chrigtians will say: "Let 1t be &0, but let us not
desert our posts" Ve shiould, of course, not court martyrdom, but let

Us also not be toc quick to leave fields end flocks into which the

lord hes led use. Let us honour our Chine migsionaries who remained

on their fields and feced internment end who knows what kind of indignities

for the Gospel's sakes And for our encouragememt we ace thet God did
mot lot thom suifere. Some of them did come into conocentration ocampse
But all of thom omme out of these and other difficulties unharmed in
body or spirite Let us not find it strange that the Gospel's progress
should be linked with bonds and dangerss [% has always been thus,
Wt times of stress end diffioulty have ever proven times of bloom
8nd growth for the Chrigtian churche

Pondering this text, with Paul's plea for a door of utterance, I
could not help but .hink how on recent trips by the Executive Seoretary
0 the Oriental mission fields we were agein and again faced with an
impasse, when we thought that we were blocked and stopped, but how
8gein and again the door would bo opensd to ue and it would be possible
for us to continuecs I am certein that this was the result of meny

up to the throne of grace

Prayers for a door of utterance unt)éy our Christians at home and on

the mission field.
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Se
Pedeeming the Tim® ve G¢ Go

Under the nressure of all that urgency end with the need to find
8nd use open doors of ubterance, Ste Paul drives himself and others
to redeem the time,7ov Mur/to\v ?}dfo/odo/’arru. ve 5, to be such people
who diz out or ony ziven situation all possible fruit, who exhaust
the possibilities of any situation, who scoop out of it all that caa
Possibly be ;otten out of it, like children licking the spoon and
seraplog the bowl when mane has baked some chocolate cookies. UWe are
% redeem the time, to buy it out, auskaufen, like a store is bought
out completely when a shortage threatens end people find that oute
A recent is ue of the Life magezine shows piotures of a store that
had made & rortunate rurchase of alarm olooks, guite difficult to
socure in var times, and when it became kuown that this store had
elarm clocks ‘or sele, imuediately, lines were formed and purchasers
tormed that store and in a short timas their stock was completely
exhfusteds . ith that samo desire to get out of eny opportunity just
everything thet could be gottan out of i%t, should we labor, redeeming
the time.

In order thet this might be accomplished Peul then tells the
believers thet they should walk in wisdom over and against those who
are without, v 60?0/:'! h':/o,rrdnf'r; rm,f, TM}: 3.,) Ve OS¢ Vhat an
8pt expression {'or those who are not yet mﬁors of the Churlstian church
that they are ealled simply “withouts” The Bible males this distinotion,
between those who are within end those who are withoute In Ephesians
is found this striking exoression "Freamde und susserhaldb der Buergerschaft

Israels." It will not escape us that again Peul shows how very prectical

he iss He hes just been talking sbout prayers for a door of utteraaces
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lils hoart is concerned about mission works Right sway he swings into
® practioel method for doing mission work, namely to walk wisely
towirds them that are withoute The daily walk and conversation of the
Christlan is to be & mis-ionery agenoys The Christiens are to let
thelr light shine hefore men, they are to be witneases for the Lord
in their very daily lives. Their honest end decent behavior and godly
tonversation should be aa attraction towards the Christian teachings.
Tey are therefore to welk wisely in regard to those who are still
without the pele of the Christien church; they are to conduot theme
#olves with such wisdom and fine Christien consideration thet their
very conduet and walk will be an invitation to those people te lecok
Into the mattor and to seo how the Christians get that way. This is
& polnt in which we cen continmelly urge our congregations and
individual members to prove themselves faithful witnesses for the Lorde
When the Apostle callg upon the Christiens to welk wisely that surely
elso includes evo: ding wisely auny needless provocation of -mtag;onism.
Perhaps it is not superifluous to speak a word of caution hore also as
Fogards our own walk and conversation, and I mean this also in regard
to outward things, for instence in regerd to political situationse.
The proper Christisn wisdom which Paul urges upon us here will restrain
8 person from giving vent to his own political convietions if such
vociferousness on his yart might endanger the work of the missionse
We oamnot afford to indulge ourselves in the luxury of voiocing
Personal entirathies if thereby the work of the Gospel is jeopardizede.
4,
Learn to Speak the Truth in Leve, v. 6
The next verse is also one that conteins many fine lessons for use

8te Paul tolls us here that we should leern to speak the truth in love,
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"clﬂy"” *}“‘:f Wdrrere )""/P (7t » what you sey should always be spoken
in cheritys You con sey some very solemn and sharp truths if it is
ovldont that you are spesking in love. We must be very particular
&bout this thot whenever we preach the Law, and let us preach it with
811 severity and not Lreak off the sharp points of the Lew, we however
preach it in love, with the evident and plain desire to help the poople
o whom we ere spoeking. The dangar. is thet e miscionary beoomes
impatient and thunders away with the Law in a patently loveless manner.
But thet pots us nowhoree And we miet learn to speak in loves Theb
is not & netura: faccomplishments The ability to speak the truth in
love must be accuireds Thet comes through the study of the Vord of
God and by consistently schooling curselvea to follow the example of
Christe ™is is something which the Boly Spirit must work in us through
the Yord., And as we endeavor to speek the truth in love so we should
algo ©rein cur poople to telk that way. They too must learn to speak
in love. Tarticularly when people heve been dowatrodden and lioled
eround a great deel it will be very difficult for them to learn that
they should speek in love.

Then come other fine hints from Ste Paul when he tells us that
our speceh should be seasoned with salt, &’ are 7)/3/7“7'65. There is
to be something of tmaste and of body to our speekinge Ve are not to
move in vsgue, empty platitudess We should have something to say
when we get u> to telk. Our conversation should be meaty. The world
has long discovered that if you waat to cateh the attention of the
people your talk should be seasoned with salt; only, the world has
gone too far in that matter and has permitted the seasoning with salt

to degenerate into the salacious. Anything of that nature is of course
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8ltogother out of order with the Christisnss And then Paul would
have us leern in our talks and conversations to glve every one his
due in the right sense, to learn how to give to each one thet which
is rightfully coming to him, in the right kind of judgment. Whet we
88y should profit the people with whom we speak, we should ssy things
thet £1t into emch situation in which we unierteke to speaks This
6alls for wisdom, for tact end conslderation, for the exerecise of
Judgment erl  Ende rw Qno(lor?mﬂm_, end it is possible only upon
the basis of regulap prayer and & good store of Bible knowledge. But
what & rich service ig opened up to the Christian here if he will
but leern to speal in love and to gey things that have some sense and
will benefit poople, that the conversation of the Christisns be
distinguishied by fine teet and good judgment end disorimination and
especially that it be edorned with Bible seatimentse
e
Learn to Cultivate Thoughtfulness also in Minor Matters
Ve T=16 :
You will note that the rest of this chapter is dedicated practically
to personel greetings, with quite & number of people mentioned by
name, or addressed to various congregations. It is an arresting
thought that so muoh of the precious spece in this short Epistle should
be teken up with matters of such @ personal natures But also here
there is something from which the missionary can learn and from which
Wwe oan draw profit for our missionary endeavor. Ve must not be too busy
to think of matters like this, the sending of pcnonnl‘ greeting to
fome one with very little expenditure of time or effort. Yet how ine-
frequent are the occasions when we actuslly do thise I am not now
speaking so much of personal greotings to some fellow missionary or to
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8 relative, but raul here apperently sends greetings to & number of
other folkts. YNot to think of sending greetings when one oould easily
40 80 emounts to n discourtesy and can sasily be interproted as laock
of interests It is & matter of Christian love to remember others
Vith greetings. thers is o fine way of promoting Christian life in
8 congregation by webtching such things a bite A little extira considera=
tion, 8 1ittle extra thoughtfulness, particularly coming from a foreign
mesionery ror peopls of a different nationality, will go very far
towerds winnin. that person's hearts To be sure, this is not to be
Overdone. One must not expose himself to the danger or the suspiecion
of becoming too intimate with his memberse The missionary must evor
be careful not to lose dignity in the sight of his memberss One of our
0ld professors sald: "You need not wear & badge to proclaim to all
the world thet you ere a minister, but no one should be surprised to
find out thet vou are a minigtere" An old seying on this soore isy
friendly with all, intimate with none. It oan 8ll be summed up with
this that we need to learn to cultivate Christian leve, for the proper
éxeroise of Christien kindliness will take cere aslso of these matters.
You will notice that £te Peul gives Tychious a very fine send-offs
This 7yohious has proven himself a splendid fellowsworker and a very
oonsiderate helper for St. Peul, and the Apostle honors hin for that.
Fine pastoral tect is also noticeable in the manner in which St. Paul
speeks of Onesimuse In enother Epistle Paul speeks specifically of
Onesimus having left his master and of his returm, but in this epistle
to the Colossians Peul merely oalls him & faithful and beloved brother.
How much different from the menner in which even in our circles people

mey meke catty romsarks about others. Some ledy who may think she is

8bout the leading member of the Ladies' Ald Soolety will contimually
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Put in nasty remerks ia her conversations For instence, she refers
to Miss irown, end gratuitously addss "™You know, she is an adopted
0hild." Or a person speaks of a certain men and then adds: "You
know he hed @ brother who failed in business in Detroit,” when thoge
remarks contribute nothing whatever to the understanding of the
topie under digsoussion and merely exhibit the uncheritable heart of
thelr euthor. St. Paul ocould have sald mbout Onesimus: "You know,
he is & runswey slave who has now been converteds" But Paul morely
8peaks of him ms that beloved brother and seves the remark about
his being e runaway slave for the special letter in which he deals
with that cuse and with the persons in questione
6o "
Let us Take leed to our Anistry |
ve 17 ;
With the stirring end earnest appeal of the Apostle to rodeem
the time ringing in our ears, we shall want to gird our loins for inoreased
and ever-rencwed efforts for the spreading of the Goepel and the
building of the kingdom of our Redeemers. As we missionaries look at
our work in the light of this Epistle we open our hearts to the osall
to take heed to our ministrys The Apostle says: "Take heed to thy

ministry which thou hest received in the Lord." Bderms Ty¢ f/uzaw;t/,

take heed, look at it, think seriously about this ministry. It will
help us a greet dusl) if we take & good lovk at our ministry and
congider it in all its glorious aspects, that it really oomes home to
us what & prociocus thing it ise Rightly the Apostle elsewhere ocalls
1t & "Adlor %Jo/ *," 8 beautiful worke You know how the Bible speaks
of it otherwise« It is ocalled Das Amt, das die Versoehnung predigte

You recall the manuer in whioh Isaiah is carried away by the prulogmu
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of this work whon he oxolaimss "How beautiful upon the mountains are
the feet of him that brin;eth good tidings." VWhere in all the world
could you find e menser of employing your time and talents in a more
setisfying, beautiful, glorious endeavor than in this ministry? Take
heed to it, therorore, look at it properly, review it agein end again
in all its glory and splondore

Take hoed to thy ministry, that would also mean that you look
8% 1t right now, thet you try to oatoh what it means and what it should
do in the prosent time end in the immediete futures  Take heed to thy
mnistry, thet would meen thet yoﬁ‘subdeot your ministry to a careful
end eritical review end roveluations. The Apostle gertainly would not
be satisfied to have you take over your ministry end then just
thoughtlessly ;o slong in a groove into which you had sunk, without
thought for changing conditions or the challenge of new possibilitiese
liot that the nature of our work will ever change Qilontlﬂly, but
when the Apostle tells us to take heed 01“ our ministry he will certainly
want us Yo Pit it into the circumstences of any given time and to
gresp the opportunities which any given constellation of conditions
my offer. Thus we should take & good look at our ministry as it
shapes up right now in this time of orisis. One wsy to explein the
Chinese cheracter for "orisis" is to look at it in its two component
parts, and the one means "danger" and the other means "opportunity."
We ought to look at the nations among whom we are oarrying oan our
mission work in this present time of seething unrest when many
portentious changes may be upootd. We ought to have open eyes for
the faot th: t these nations are being shaken up out of the somnolence
of eenturies, that they are coming forth out of the temples of the past

Into the blinking sunlight of the present day, somewhat bewildered,
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8sking us in effect: "what have you to offer us? Whereto can you
lead ug?" The pecple among whom we work in China snd in India can
hardly remain indifferent bo all thet is going on about them. The
Chinamen eannot remsin wrapped up in e sleepy contemplation of the
golden age of the sages five hundred years ago when plenes of the
twentieth cencury go roaring overhead and bombs threaten to blast

him out of exis tence; when the political ideologies of the dey march
into his beclk yerd and set up a cat-and=dog fight on his doorstep;
when the rice is being sunatched from under his uplifted chopstickse
The people in Indie cannot help but be affected by the convulsions of
& world in travail as we see it todasy. Oh, if we oan but bring the
full import of the Gospel to bear upon these nations at this pare ;
tloular point in the history of the world, then we mey be able to

make & substantisl contribution to the peaceful progress of civilization
for centuries to come, altogether apart from the blessings whiol; our

Gospel work brings to individual souls in the meantime. We need,

therefore, to have vision and oourage in very high degres, and you -
may be sure this is something which the Apostle would like to pour
into our hearts with his earnest pastoral admonition: take heed to
thy ministry, look to your work in the light of God's Word.

Take heed to thy ministry, that would also mean that we remain
true to the prime funotions of our ministry. Emphatiocally the Apostle
speaks of thet ministry which we have received in the Lord, not any
kind of a ministry but e special kind of ministrys Our ministry is
that whioh preaches Christ as the Son of God and the only Savior of

the worlde Amid all the perplexity of mea, amid all the undecided

turning from one thing to the other whioch charsoterizes so much of the

outwerd sotivities of churches today let us stick to it that we are to
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preach Chrict and orucifiede Lot us not use up too much of our time
with sociel snd philenthropic endeevors, good as these things may be
in themselves, but 1ot us concentrate our mein power upon the proclamation
of the Gospel, preaching the good tidings of redemption through the
blood of the Lambe.

llote that the Apostle says you have received your ministry in the
Lorde You ere oslled to this worke. The Lord has put you into your
ministrys T(ake comfort from this thought that the ministry in which
You &re engaged has been conferred upon you by the Lorde The faot
that He hes called you and placed you where you are gives the proper
dignity to your position and will f£ill your heart with courage and
patiences You will then also trust the Lord that sinee He has oalled
Jou and given you this work to do He will bless your ministry and will
keep you by His divine providence while you are thus in His Servioces

Tere is an implied promise of blessing here, stated explioitly and

directly otherwises 8ince the Lord hes put us into our ministry we
will then elso render our service as unto Hime We will labor for the
Lord's seke. e will be glaed to put aside all thoughts of self and
euse and will dedicate ourselves ever and ever egain to the ministry
for the Lord, to iiis honor end glorye
Te
Let us Remember that our Ministry lMeans
Labor and Serviee, v. 17

However, when we ‘look at our work in the light of this text we
want to remember also that it is distinotly celled & ministrye. That
word means a service. It moans work and labors. VWhen the Apostle
oalle upon us to teke heed to our ministry end to fulfil it, he would

urge upon us all possible earnestness and sincerity in the execution of
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our offices lie must labor with an aponized straining at the oars,
Pulling with mll our mighte The Bible uses that very term "%u ﬂ'gy‘d'- "
8gonizing efforts hen we sow the seed of the Gospel it must bo a
sowiag in tears, thal we be so much in eernest sbout our sowing the
80ed that we are moved to tears of rmstvra/f:vdo when ap;arently the
8ecd falls upon barren grounds The sowing in tears is followed by e
Joyous bringing in of the sheavese= Let us put forth all diligence
ia our work, lavoring with the inteasity of the Apostles who went out
like men turning the world upside down, speeking at white~heat, pleading
with men to be recomciled by Christe

And then we will not overlook the last few words of the text
where the Apostle says: “take heed to thy ministry that thou fulfill
18" Our ministry needs to be fulfilleds It needs to be filled upe
It needs to be used up to the final and last oppertuni ty which may be
there. It is & question of redeeming the time, of getiing out of it
éverything that oan possibly be gotten out of ite As wo view our
ministry in the Lord we shall all of us have to oonfess with shame
thet this is a point where we fall short, thet we do not fully use
Up our time and completely fill up our mini-tr'y. that we do not squeesze
the last drop out of the opportunities offered use Too quickly are
we satisfied, too svon do we stop and console ourselves with the
thought thet we heve done a fair dey's work, too readily do we find
excuses for not doing more in the Lord's worke.

You may think, as you ponder these admonitions of St. Paul: " Those
ére rather sharp words." But if you remember that they were addressed

in the first instance to Archippus, and that this Archippus probably

was the minister at Laodicea, and if you reeall what Soripture has to
say about the lukewsrmness of the Laodioceans, then you may concede that
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there probebly wes & good remson for this rather sharp admonition to
fill up the ministry. Leb us teke to heart what is thus so earnestly
PUt before use. And let us remember also that if we sre to fulfill
our ministry we need to grow in it, to seek to excel, to develop the
talents end ;ifts with which the Lord has equipped us.

To fulfill our ministry would also mean that we fulfill the
object of our ministry, namely thet through our preeaching of Christ
we bring people to faith in their Redeemer, so thet they serve their
Lord with gladness, find comfort in the férgiveness of their sins,
and solace in the peace and light of heaven's promise.

May God grant us grece that we may properly teke heed to the
ministry which wo have received in Him and that we may fulfill it,
to His honor end glory and the welfare of the souls whom we are sent
to serve. '

8.
loy Grace be with Us
ve 18

As we ponder the Apostle's solemn words regarding our ministry;
88 we remember how despite dangers and difficulties the work of the
Gospel went forward even in trying tims; as we look back upon one
hundred years of Llessed church life in America, and Fifty years in
India, we will be filled with the thought trét no doubt God expects
great things from us for the Gospel work in the future. liell may we
therefore te awed by the sense of responsibility that must ocome to
us, end to our church members. VWhat a wonderful thing that we can
then turn to the closing verse of this precious Epistle, with its

gracious benediotion: Grace be With Youe
H I(N;ij /“3‘" 9‘0,,‘,"/ , says the Apostlee That is his parting
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wish and prayer: "Grace be with yous" That seems very limited in
view of all their needs, needs of which the Apostlo was well sware
nd of which he hed spoken at other timese They needed lmowledge and
steadfastness and protection against errorists. There wore dangers
aad porsecutions in Gthose perilous days, even as Sts Faul must have
€azed at the chains on his wriste as he 1ifted up his stylus to write
this closing word with his own hande But the oaly thing of which
Ste Peul spesics here is that grece should be with theme However,
“hile this would appear like a very limited wish it is also allsufficient.
The Bible nowhere rromises us everything we might desire, but it does
promise those thiags which ere essential. "As your days are, so shall
your sirength be," says the Bible, in e limited but also an allsufficient
promises I we have the grace of God then we have everything that is
h9cessery even if we do not have overything which a oovetous and greedy
hoart might desire. ilaving the grace of God we have everything we
really nced.

Grace be with you: Grace, as wo have heard in the beginning of
this letter, is that quellty of God whoreby He forgives the sins of
the undeservings The text says "1 )("‘/f”S " that special grace.
8te Paul is not speaking of just eny kind of grece but he has in mind
thet special grece which comes to us in Christ Jesus, whereby our
8ins are forgiven because of the work, the suffering and death of
Josus Christe Grece, that means that we are forgiven and have eternal
life without our own works, solely through the love of Gode Grace
is therefore the greetest boon that could possibly como %o use And
of this grece we will think particulerly at certain special oocasions

of the Church Yeer, such as the Lenten Season, when the Chrietian in

8pirit scocompenies his Savior up to Jerusalem, follows Him through
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the successive soenes of Iiis great pagssion end stands et lest under
the eross, sunk in pious meditation of that mirmcle of divine grace
by which the Son of ced hengs transfixed upon the accursed tree.

Vhen the Apostle says: "Grece be with you," he thereby wishes
8ad prays for us that ;ift or blessing whioh will supply our needs
for time and cternitys. The grace of God not only forgives us our
sins but alse gronts us that measure of security amidst danger and
strife, and of comfort for overy occasion which is to be meted out to
us sceording to the divine end evere-gracious will of God. This grace
of God comes to us by lord end Sacrament, end is accepted by us in
Palth. The ne ieving heart trusts that greces ®het rich and blessed
days when the Christians cea give themselves to a detailed study of
the Word of God, hear Dible~inspired sermons, and partake of the Holy
Supper, @ means of grece whereby the Lord conveys and seals to each
on2 of us individually the grace of which our text is speaking.

lisy this grece be with us end with our congregations?! May it
Abide with us and dwell emong use My the Lomd with all His grace

continmue %o set up His ebode with us, so thet day after day His grace

may comfort us end supply all our needd Whatever, then, our lot on

earth may be, the importent thing is that the grece of Cod abides
with us, for the seke of Jeguse

The grece of the Lord made us children of God and heirs of
heavens Iow this grace mlso helps us to do the will of our heavenly
Fathers As children of God and heirs of heaven we are to serve the
Lorde In Ismiah, chapter 43, verse 21, we read: "fThis pool_alo have
I prepared for Myself, they shall show forth my praise." The Lord

would be glorified by us, wants us to show forth His praises Aund it
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is Hs grece which enables us to glorify Hinm, only by His grace can we
meke His praise knowme The grace of God helps us to do something,
Just as it has done soms thing for use Only the grace of God qualifies
Us %o serve God. Uithout the onerations of divine grace we would not
be ready toc serve Cod. Vithout the grace of God and faith which
Becepts it we would nob went to serve the Lord nor would we know how
0 go about ite iven if men by his matural inelination wantod to
jérve  Cod, and his consoieonce tells him thet he ought to do so,
he would be at a total loss to know how he might soceptably serve
Gode But  rece supplies the proper motive end the correet incentive,
and keeps ue at this matter of serving God, serving Him with joy and
not with fear.

Having ourselves experienced the grace of God it is now our task

%o make known to others this grece of Gode That 1s done by various

Means, for instence by the personal lives of the missionaries end of
the beliovers in general. We speak of & person graced by certain
qualities which adorn him end decorate his life and oharacters The
very way in which a Christien lives and talks is to be a witness for
the Lords And then we are to serve the Lord and make known His grece
through the orgenized worl: of the church as well as by personal efforts
for miseion work, by inviting others, by our prayers, by setting up
end gupporting public services of worship, by our contributions of
time and teleat end financial gifts, and in whatever other wey we may
assist in proclaiming the grace of God to otherse If ocur vision of

& great end vigorous indigenous church growing up out of the soil of
India is to be realized then we must, all of us, devote every effort
in a szealous service towsrds making lmown that grace of God, and

then the grace of God must work mightily in us end all Christidns here
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for the eccomplishment of the plans of our gracious God. Oh, may the
Erace of fod move ull of us to give every attention to this glorious
‘mﬂel'tal:i“.;;;l

The Apostle bogen this letter to the Colossians with the thought
of grace. His apostolic greeting was: "Greoe .be unto you, and peace
from God our rethers" And now he also closes this Eplatle with the
thought of grace, "Grace be with yous" For the Christian, for his
om life and faith, overything hinges upon the ooncept of grace and
811 things are bounded by the grace of Gods And upon this thought we
bring to a conclusion our atlbempt to draw lessons for our pastoral
work end missionary ac tivity from this letter of Ste Paul, shutting
Out the world and bringing heaven very closes May grace be with us,

in Christ Jesus, our taviors Amen.
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