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'lhe U1ss1onary Looks 16 

or names or pooplo ·who are particularly in need of oo::u'ort or o!' etrencthen~ 

ins or !'or •.1hom VJe oan utter a special word of thankac;iving. 'Ihe !nter­

oesaory prayer o~ the misaionary is not sooethinc; thtrt 1a paraded before 

the world, a.nd rn ,,ho have such a e;rou~ rear of appoaring sentimental 

aro probllbly ovoroautioue and unduly reticent in speaking of these thinco• 

Perho.ps ,here i s o. e;reat deal more of 1nteroeseory prayer than we i!lllllgine. 

~·till, I oonnot rid TI\YSel!' of' tho .feeling that wo o.re ·not as £01 thful 

in this mn·tter ns wo our;ht to be. I believe we would see more evidences 

or it if there real ly we!"e the ~r<,per amount of in"-oroeseory nra:,er. 

"Ao k nud it sholl be givon to you, Soel.:: and ye shall :find, F..nook and 

' it sht1ll bo oponod ltnto you," that atlll holds good. In~toad 0£ 

oomplain.i.ng that our people have so 11 ttle apiri tual biowlodgo, lat us 

pray li ke J'uul thtd:. God should .fil 1 thom 1'11. th api ritual knowlodi;o of 

Chriot . An<l why should wo not frooly and often tell our people, if we 

oan do it tru·t;hf'ully, th.at \'te ure ·irayine; for them? 

It l:Jldo a deep i mpression on .me. when I \78.s leavil'lL our home ohuroh 

in CW.oe.130 the last Sunday baf'oro starting out for l,ostern Canada, 

to have a ~hi ta-haired old gentleman shake hands with ~e nnd soya "Go 

in God •a name, we are praying for you." And throughout theso disturbed 

tlmos, whon our missionaries were ao frequently in danf:!;er, and had to 

i;o into oonoentration oampa. to· have them all kept ea~ely, am to eee 

new doors opened a~ain. and ega1n, that e;ive• you tho dist inot .f'eeling 

that thi s was on aooount or the many prayer• beint; aent up to Hoaven•a 

throne on behalf ot our mission work. 

Spe&ki~ again of our prayersa they will have muoh or t.ha~at;ivin.:.::; 

in them. even aa St. Paul hero launohee onoe mor, into praiae of the 

Lord who has made tho Coluea1an Chrietiana .t'it to l"eoeive the inherltanoe 
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the ea.ne timo t ho Apoo t le romindo the Chris ~iena of all the thing• God 

has done for t hom: t hot it v,aa God who lifted t hem out or dark;1ea11 and 

made therri children of His beloved Son. and Paul winds up this glorl.oua 

passage wi t h t ho repented rominder that with Christ we have redemption, 
' :, ~ / \,. ., , ,J 

nnmoly ·t he forgi ven038 of sins.,.,,., d,JrtJ/f/OTfltJ'J/, 'Tt'I tl.rf-(,1/'-n.,IY J;.at"r,1uy• v. 14. 

rie ueod to bo t old about this ever a nd eyer again. It ia such a e;lorious 

truth, ond at the same time something ao ut~arly beyond human roaoon 

and invent ion , 'thnt i t neods to be stated again o.nd a gain t hat in 

Chr i s t we have f orc; lvenaas of' sins. 

Let us l ourn to look at our work in this li~ht. faith.ful l y t o 

bri1~ our i ntoroesnory prayers beforo the Lord and never to grov; tired 

of tel lin our p0oplo how blessed they aro in this that God hos made 

t hom llio chi l d ren and Grants them rorGiveneas of sins for the aalca or 
tho &avior. 

5 

Beautiful Savior 

v. 16-23 

Aa the missionary looks at hie work in the light of this epistlo 

he oees t hat it is brought out very olearly and emphatioally that he 

1a to prenoh Christ. That means that we will tell our people. and 

keep on telli"DG thee.who Josus Chriat ia and what Ho haa done for them. 

Bow this preaching may be oarried out ia de:noaatratecl in thia next 

passage in which st. Paul sings in exalted strains 0£ our Beautiful 

Savior, Sohoenster Berl" Jesu. Sohoepfer aller Din&•• In thia 

marvellous pasGage. begiDDing with verae 16• •• aee our Lord Jeaua 

revealed in all His blory and beauty. as the image or the invisible 

Father• Ff x. ',.u Lu th.er aaya that 1f you want 
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to knoo h<m God look s you should look a~ the Lord Jo11ue I what you a9e 

when you look o.t Je sus t hat shows you how God ie minded towards un. 

Jeauf: io t ho l mee;c of the Fe.thor. tl.e io born or tho Father. Rt. Paul 

brings out thia truth vory dfo ti otly t hat t here 1o a fuadarnento.l 

diff oronoe botwoe n the '~on and those who othorwi aa oro oallod the 

children of God s t he lo. t~er Qro nll created while the Son ia onlled 
/ 

-rrpw io ToK6'J • i' i rstborn before o.ll orontion. Our Lord Jesus Christ is 

boforo o.11 c rontion . Ho o.neodo.tes ell creation. He ia fro~ eternity 

i n t he bo:3on of tho I•'atho r. The Son is the C.reotor, • Sohoens tor Derr 

Jouu , ·~oho >for nl l er Dil')Ge• St . Pnul goss to considerable troubl e t o 

ootnblis h tlmt .:oin t tho.t a ll things wero oroated by tho Son, v. l C.17. 

St. Pa ul a.nt icipti tos ·aha.t the next chap t er is spooifi oally to nccomplish. 

na ... ol y to f o r t i fy the believers ago.inst fal se teachers who wa."'.lted to 

pul l Jcau~ dow 'l t o a fmbordino.te posl tion and make Him a r:1ere de:niouri;os. 

And not only is Josue the Crea tor but He is also tho Preserver 
. 

of nll t h ings. I t is fie who exeoutea divine providenoe. Oh. what 

oo:ni'ort is th01•0 i n this faot that it is just Jeeuo, our lovi~ Savior, 

who mnnipulates the ovents of hiator,y and sho.pes the dostinies or 

nations and who also has our lives in H.h hands& 

T'ne boo.uty o.nd glory of our Savior ia then brought out also in 

this that He is the head of the ohuroh, v. 18. 'f,bat a beaut11'ul 

relation is piotured here, tbnt of' the head and the body, the vine a:id 

the bra?1chea. Christ 1• the head of th• ohurah, the Lord and PJ-eaerYer 

or the ohuroh. But we and all our Mobor• are on the same level. ,e 
there.fore aro not to lord it over the ooagregations nor arbitrarily to 

take their destinies in our hand•• 

i,hen st. Paul sets forth the greatne•• ot our Beautif'ul Sartor 

he then brings in another taotor. Alao with the reaureotion Jeaue 
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made t ho bot:;inni D.£; • Hi thout Him there would be no resurreotion. But 

with Jaouc lending tho way out of the tomb. when He assumed lito u~to 

Hirnaelf ns o.ir1 . wo ooni'idontly expeot the.t our Glorious and Beautiful 

So.vior v1ill nloo l ead ua out of the tomb whon on tho last day the 

trum,,,,e t renounds und His voice penetratos the aod to stir our dust 

i nto i mr,1ortnl i ty. 

In Chris·t; therefore all thing• are bound together. All thinge 

exiat in Hi m n."'ld to HitJ and throUt;h Him• 

every viowp oi ! l.'t ne hae the preeminonoe. 

est abl iohod hy Ei s wo1·k of redetlption. 

In overy rea, eot and from 

But it 1s a graoioua roign 

He made poaoa throue;h the 

blood of Ilia cros s , not n peace such as the world would like to have, 

but peace f or honrt and oon~oienoa, and emphatioally it ie repeated 

that all t h i o ·oor~ o into b ing through Christ, v. 20. 

1:nmodie.toly t hat is brou ht into oonneotlon w1 th tho Coloa l'.lian 

Chri c tinns , v . 21-2:S. Looking at our work in t;he lig)it or thla 

Epi a t l o • ~·c oau co rtn'Lnly learn to be ,,re.otioal. We oan lee.rr1 to 

mnl::o our preaching always fit tho people who are before us and to 

turn everyt hing into 1mmeclia te oonneotion with them and their 11 ve11. 

Our p reaching must never be suoh an impersonal thing that it lea-Yea 

the hearers untouched, thBt it lea'9'8e them unoonoerned, as though they 

were but s pec ta t ors in ohurah and oould paaa an objeoti ve opinion •• 

to whether t he pastor'• etfort that day wa11 a good ono or not. 

Therefore we should. ne'9'8r be aatiatied to ••t betoro OUJ" people warmed­

over fare• an old sermon wrl tten yeare ago and probably under 'ftltly 

different oirownetano••• And .. ehould train our oatoohiat a and 

evangeliete to write a new senaon nery time, nen 11.' we haYe to 1u.pply 

material for them. lhu• st. Paul, whm he wanta to paint the greatneas 



I 

'lhe Missionary Looks 19 

ot the redemp'tion f'or the Coloaeians, reminds than of tho terrible 

a to.t o i n whi ch t hey had been and in which they would I till be i f 1 t 

had no t boon f or Chriot•o work or remption1 yo were onoe alienated 

nnd onoruioo of God , ,-re,; ;:,.ds dn'lfArtori-01~.<,e'V~ ,rc,1~ "7'8;woi• but now 

recon ciled throu,;h the body of' Christ through death. ,e noed to koap 

tellin~ our people thn t by birth 9.!ld naturo we were enemies of God 

and that t ho only wa.y to save us was by the death of Christ upon the 

oroos s i t wa s a ll God's doing, and nothi~ that we had deserved. 

but no;., we have beon waohed olean o.nd are made saints before Goel. 

1Iow0ver, now i t i s neoessary that wo remain with God, that we be 

f'ai t hful t o ·bhe.t supreme Lord or heaven and oarth who .cade ua His 

own by t h o blood of His covenant. v. 23. To that end let us faithfully 

hear 'tho Goopel. 

6 

Experienoea in the Uiniatr)r 

v. 24 • 2·1 

Lookine; at our work in the lie;ht ot this lr:piatle. we oan learn 

how we a.re to ro~o.rd our experiouoea in tho ministry. io speak a 

good deal a bout our er.pe rienoe• • and rightly 110 • 'Ibey are important 

to 11s • ond wo got nn.ioh out of an exobange or experienoea. 1.-e shall 

probably havo the aat:l.e kind ot expcrienoea that marked the ministry 

or St. Paul. 'lhere will be •ut'feringa • and joyt"ul experi enoea. A.a 

•• try to learn to look at theaa thi~• the way st. Paul did. we will 

see that his first reaction is joy 1n hie eut'feringa. ';ho reason tor 

that joy 1a this, by hia aufi'eri.ng he aerTea hi• people. as when 

miss1oaarie8 remain on their field in a time ot dant;•r• auf1'el"ing 

the pangs or aoparation tJ'Ol:1 their tllllliliea or r1ak1ng internment and 
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oonoentration oo.mp s and all kinda of 1ndi,;n1 tle1 • but by their very 

remainins up on t he field thoy serve their poople. And othonr1ee 1 

in our suf'fer1Dl;a we oan be an example to our poople. an example of' 

patianoo nnd oubmlsDion to the divine will; and or the ab1l1ty to 

draw bless i nb s out of w~t v,ould seem disas t er to tho unbelieving 

ohildren o.f tho wo r ld. And then s t. Paul has an odd thought. lie 

aae::in t o f ool t bnt there io a certain average oi' aufferi~. and if he 

can bear c.n axtrn runount thot mir;ht easo the load i'or soma other 

soul. Ho t llorof ore rejoiooa in his aui'f'eri!li;. ainoe thot 1.1&y •ave 

hie momb eru so1J.e measuro or oufferin:;. And it ia a oom non erporlence 

tho.t suf f orint;s d r ew us closer to our God. Also i'or thnt roaaon we 

should r ojoi oe in thon . ns i!1strumento for the oleansins and 

ot ronc tnoni n,:: of our ~ai t h. ,ead l ~eter la 3 - 9 for that. Also, 

whon i.:he pns \.o r :1e.s a groat amount or suffering to bear, that 

will brlnc; o t the love and eym?athy of his people in a me.nner not 

to be exno denood o·thanriae. lt taJces a etro.nt faith to rejoice 

in auffo rinco, but let ua train ouraelves to thllt, throu0 h the help 

of the Holy S :>1 r i t • 

. hile s peaking of thia, ~t. Paul again explaina hia oonneotion 

with the Colosoian ohuroh a he is beoome a eervant of the ohuroh. 

aooording to the divine eoonom;y. v. 26. 1hie operates alao now, 

and for ue. God could bring Hie Ooepol to China• India and other 

oountrioa in a difi'erent 1'aah1on than through our e!'forte, but lie 

ie pleased to use us. llow we should aot in auch a 1'aeh1on that the 

people aoo and fool how we rot•rd ouraelvea aa aert't\llts of tile Goa?ol, 

not as lord~ over ~ho flookJ that we reepeot the oomniaeion &ivon 

ua on their· behalf, and that the main thing in our minietey h tlw 
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proclamat ion of the Glad tidings of salvation. to unfold tho diVine 

plan for the r cdomption of the world• v. 26. That plan and will of' 

God is i :idecd n nzysterya it is something that is hidden from the worldJ 

it oould not bo disooverod or evolved by human rea8oningJ it is the 

very opposite of natural religion, it is a matter of' revelation and 

must bo tlisoloaed to rnan by God. This myotery now revealed oentera 

in Christ , i n His Epipho.ny as tho Son of' God and Savior or the 

world. v. 27. \~'lhc.t o. raat"VOllous thi~ that Christ should aome to 

the Gontt loa mid Ilis Glory be rovoaled to thom and they be me.de to 

;,nrte.ke of the hope of' eternal life& This is our business. to p reo.oh 

Chri s t to them i!l thia f'o.shion. Je must not uae up our time and 

tnlonts with endeavors whioh migltt bo termed approaches nnd side 

iesuos • .1hich ·things :r.10.y be 'Wl.311 and good in them.solves but whioh 

deservo no ot hor plaoe in the misaionar:y aoheme than to be rogarded 

nnd used o.r1 6.ll approach. We mean auoh things as eduoa•.ion. eoonomio 

uplift. philant hropic endeavor9 of various kinds• amelioration of 

distreRB i n thi3 or tho other direction. Let ua do for our people 

who.t we onn reasonably aoo0.!Ilpl1ah along that line. but let us not 

penni t 'thas0 thi ng s to usurp too muoh of our time and strength. Let 

ua do 'these thinGs in their p roper proportion of" manpowor and 

fin.o.ncial resources• keeping tho main thin«; ever be!'ora use the 

preaching of' the l'1ord or God• the teaching and warning. Law and Gospel. 

wit.h Christ 1u1 the main topio• the heart ax:id oenter of' all our preaohill{;• 

Aooordine;ly • we view our preaching •• revolving about Cnriet and 

pre1enting Christ. aa the noxt var••• 28• then •o clearly aeta forth. 
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7 

Our Preo.ohing in the Lig;ht of this Eplatla 

v. 28 

I n the scheme of missionn.ry work the publio p roolnmat ion of t he 

.,oru . t i10 p reaching or the Goope l miniatr ,1, will .1at:ural l j• loo-:;:i up no 

oomething o!' :-~ime i mportance. Ar:. vnr i oue phu::seo and divillio.as of 

I:li.uuion wo l'k ore illumined by tho .;ronohant remarks of the great 

r:1issionnl·y A'.> o::; tle 30 also this important pa1•t of the work or t h e 

proaohi :JG on ~he raias ion f iold findo rich illumination in t his Epistle. 

'!he Lord J o~us hn.s sent us int o ell tho ,:orld that ·we mie;ht preach 

tho Gospe l t o every creoture. Prenohinc; is 'therefore of utr:ios,: i m­

ports.n ee i 1 tho \'1ork of the churoh. l:.'vorythin:~· res ts up on and risos 

or !'nll s wi th the preaching of ·the Gospel. Yet one oen onoily beco.me 

:1uperfl cie.l, fal l i n t 0 onroless nays, and bo guilty of slipshod iethods 

Jus t on · tnl s r.core of ? reaohin..; . Under the pressure of the many othor 

things whic h tho missionar,1 iG oalled upon to do and undor the tem:_.)tation 

t hat t horough a t udy and careful preparation are not so neoesoa ry since 

he doaln wi t h pcor,le or vory limited sp1ri tual knm--1led.;e , the misaionary 

b o.aly tco o.,Jt to ol i c.ht the wor~: ·of' proachi~. ·,.e noed to atu~ 

this , a1•t of our work e.Gain and again, and c rate.fully will we receive 

t ho instruc tion o.s to our preaohing whioh thia eloquent verae oontail'l8• 

'.there is oomethint to be noted first as to the contents ot our 

preaohin{;. 

i~hen St. Pnul \"mnts to deaoribe the oontenta of hie preaoh:!.~ he 

ans\·,era with a poreonal pronoun, "who:-:i, n naooly Chri•t• If' ha were 

asked what oonatituted the substa:aoe of his preaohing, ha would answer 

not .il'th a atate!.lent of oertain ideas bub with a direct i,ersonal pronoun, 

not whnt, but who~, we preaob. ~·:e p reach Christ, and Hi o oruoi.fied, 



'lbo · aai on.nry Looks 23 

he says at anot her plnce. That is ao-.othin.& d1at1not1ve and oharaoterist io 

about t ho Chr i s t i a n mieoionary•a preaohing, that it is inextricably 

intortwin cd Hi t h the person of' Christ. All our proaohing ~to.rt• out 

f'ron Ch riot ~ and l oo.do t o Chris t i it is Christo•oentrio in the f'ulloet 

eenso of the word. You oennot preach the Christian rellgio~ without 

pr0e.ohine; C .riGt . It is not thus otherwise in t he world. You could 

road tho poems of :!e i nrio 1 Heine or Lord Byron. or the writ1nes of 

TaGora or Lin Yu t nn~ . nnd rind in theo !!UlIJ¥ eAoellent thoughts nnd 

delicht f t1l s ontine nt:; wh1oh you oould acoep t without rec;ord for wha.t 

you t hin or 1.:hooc uuthors or persona themselves. But you cnnnot do 

that with Chri s ..: . Il9 io the vocy oenter and heo.rt of' t he Christian 

r oli[..io:1. . and oo we p reach Christ. In oo.atrast to all o-cher relii;ioruJ , 

which r os on t nbstrnot thouc;hta and systems of r easoning Md a 

collect i on o!' humo.n i <loa.a, the Chrl atian J"1!111gion proo.oh.oa o per-son, 

M r.lol y Chrlat . And whereas ot her reli(;iona set before you a syato~ of 

huoan invo::1tio::10 aucl a row of abstract philoeophloal apeoulat 1ona and 

devolopmonto of human thooriea, all or which you miGht accept or reject, 

or a dopt i n art. totally a~art from their author or authora. y"'1 

oannot do t hu t ~rith the Christian religion. For our religion preachea 

the person of Christ and rosts upon the person or Christ and revolve• 

about tho p <.'lrson of Christ. and so the content ot our preaohing 1• 

r;iven thua in our verse, Whom we preach. namely Chrlat. That meane 

that we tell our hearora who He ia and what He baa done tor ue I that 

•• apeak: or Him to our oo:ogregationa in the light, for ineto:ice, 0£ 

what thia ohap'ter aaya of Bim1 that He 1a the .firat•born of' tho 

Father, rro::i etern.1 ty in tbo boaom ot the FatherJ that He ia the image 

ot the inviaible Father1 that He 1• the Creator and J>r9aerv1:tr or the 
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universe, for in Hirn and to llim and through Him all tbine;a exiat1 

tho.t Ro ic t he hoo.d of' the ohuroh, whioh ia Hi• bod.ya that He is the 

first in t ho rosurroot ion, that He hos proe:ninenoe in all things. 

Furthermore , we p reo.oh Christ in this manuer tho.t we opeak espooially 

or the £'a ct that He made peace f'or ua w1 th Ood throucb the blood of 

His orossJ t hat Ro t ook the handwriting whioh waa •&•imt us and in 

which our sins o.nd debts o.ro enumerated, and nailed it to tho oroee, 

thus r o1r1ovin._-; 1 t as a barrier which would blook our way into heavon1 

that Uc is t he s o.vior, and the only Savior, or mankind. There you 

ho.ve t he cont ent ot' the preaoh1ne; wh1oh the Chriatlan miasionary is to 

do, he is to pronoh Christ. \,hat a ~lorioua privilege& Oh, that 

this ml. !!;h t over be tho ohiof' topic and the all-inoluaive oontent and 

t he evar-roourri~oi'rain or all our preaohingt Christ and Rim cruoirledl 

Our lannor of' Preaching 

1'his verso t hen also eivea us some exoellent inetruoti on ae to 

the mannor or our preaoh1JlG• 

'.t"nat ie an empha t ic word. Out of' t he t'ullneaa of our heart, "Rith a 

olear voice, with unmistakable intent, are we to proclaim that whioh 

Christ ~ives ue to proolalm. e are not to epin out our own thought• 

nor p resent our ovm apeoulationa, but are to serve •• a messen6er, 

~{(efAo s , to oonvey tidill{;s entruated to ua. ie AN not to speak 

•• a prof'esaor soated behind a desk and propoundinc; his fi.ndinea 

with probably l lttle interest 1n the reaot1on of hi• student•, but 

•• are to serve as mea•engor• of the, Lord, with heart. 1'1lled with 

deep oonoern tho.t the hearen ot our miu•age •hould belitne our 

meeaage and react f'&vol"Rbly to 1 t. We are to get up betore our aucllenoe• 

and look them in the t"aoe and with • diat1not voioe preaoh to t h-. 

&Del preaoh to then in auoh a m.nner that they .tNl we are expeo1.1ng 
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reaul to• rt rm.10 t not be a I:1Sre routine job for ua II but our preaohing 

ot tho Gospol must be a matter or throbbing oonoern to ua. 

Veroe 28 t hon also defines our proaohiJlG f:or us when it says 
=?.. !I r.l \ 1" ' 1J that we nre to ndmonish and to teach., vO>tJ '01,o'IJ(rH r(~1 tf, #,'l(.,lfTt S. 

I'/e are to p r each Lou nnd Gospel., eaoh in its plaoe and both rightly 

diVided f'rom en.oh other. In our preaohin::; or the Law we must be 

specifi c enough and olear enough. Our preaoh1:t]f; ot the Law I!IUSt not 

move 'in m'3r0 t;enoro.li ties II whioh would be or no oore eti'eot than the 

firing of blank oartridgea. People must be made to oee their neod 

or n Savi.or II t o understand their sini'ul oondi tion. ,.e must make certain 

that our pooplo graap the nature or ein and ita terrible oonsequenoes., 

that sin i n robollion agaioot God., and leads to perdition. Dut all 

our prenohing of the Law must lead up to and oulminate in that which 

1o tho me.in sub ject of. our preaoh.1.ng. namely Christ. the Goepel., 

tho comfort or ·the grace of' God in Christ Joaua • rt.e:rely to lead a 

man to a kncm1ledge of hio sinf'ulneos aad to terdfy him with the 

prospec t of the judgment, and then not to show him the Savior., that 

would only mnl:e hie contusion the greater and his despair the more 

devastatiDt;• Let our pre&obiDt; theref'ore lead up to and revolve about 

the glorious message or aalvation thl'ough the blood of" Christ. And 

ver,.J pertinently the Apoatle here add• the word.a "in all wiadom.• 
.> , / 
Ev rro1w;7 60 <f 1'! • The Holy Sp1r1 t 1DL1st aupply ability to preaoh the 

Goepol, He must cive u, the wiadom and the under•tand1nc by wh1oh 

we are enabled to be preachers o~ the Goepel• If" •• were left to our 

own d~!cea ,.. we would not know how to preach the Gospel nor when 

to apply 1 t. Let ua oonaiatently and humbly pray f'or the.t wiadom f'rom 

on high which will make us proper .. saengera of' the Gospel. 

Another pertinent point wbioh OOJMa be.tOl"e us aa we view our 

• 
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preaohini; in t ho 11~ht of this verae 1s tho raot that 1 t is aimed at 

every man. ?Tctv'TJ. ::.rtvrrov • Throe times that 1a brought out in 

this one 3hort vorse. The Lord is very much in earneat about it that 

evory man sh ould hear this t1ord. that all nat1ona ahould hear the 

Gospel. To a l l mon i s the Gospel addreaaed. high or lowr. ~reek or 

barbarian, £r ec or slave. rioh or poor. 1he word of God brushes aside 

the ouri'o.oo dH'f'cranoes ond coea atra1gh·t dO'lffl to the deep-lyins wants 

of the hurann soul. For here t ·,ey are all alike. Under the proi'easor•a 

flowinz acodemie c cmn and t he ki:nt; •s ermine-tr1rnmod robe and t he 

wo1-kman•s gr onso-bespatt ored jaoket and tho beggar's tattered raga 

thero bents the sacio heart with tho same desperate needo and w1okod 

desires . the slU:'lo perverse proolivitios and sinful prodileotions. 

the san:o nbjeot funr. intransigent terror and e;rindi.ng hopeloosnesa. 

But t o tha:-n nll the Goapol brings a mesoage of oomf'ort nnd hope. 

All ohould t herei'ore hear the word of' God. 'l'hat is a t houi::ht espooia.lly 

perti nent 'to tho:ie enGo.s;ed in evangel11tic endeavors. Let us really 

try i:,o reach as nany a~ at all poHible, in whatever out-ward 

condi tion of lire we may find theme 

'Ihe Object of our Preaohing 

!' rom ·this verse we then make the £\lrther observation th.at alao 

the objeo'b of' our preaohing is oloarly outlined, "To praeont every 

<:' / / ~ .9.. '.) :, 1
\ man perfect in Christ," 114( 1111Cf°-' r.r"f'-"jl"FII' TTcfrrot "'V'f'~,ri,y TFtW41" e; 

Kp"1 • It 1s no t the objeot of' our preaohin.:; prir...ar1ly to make thie 

world a bett er world to live in. That 1111/Ay reeul t and should reeul t 

trom our avangeliatic undertaking•• but it ia only of eeoondary 

importance e.nd would be in the nature of a by-produot of our work:. 

'!be obiaf purpoae of our miH1on work 1• to preaent poople perteot 

on Judgment Day. '!bat means to preach Christ to them in euoh a way 
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that t hoy come t o .faith in Dim, receive i'orgiveneH of their sina, and 

thus oe.n s i..o.nd on ·the dny of: judgment. St. Paul always hae his eye 

fixed on tho horizon i'rom which he expoots t he break ot Chriat'a 

i:;rea t dny. H0 is always working under the proaeuro or that great day 

to corno. r.o , . .ill we labor in our miesionary ondeo.vor with our mind 

fixed upon the J udeznont Doy, tryin_;;; earnestly to equip our hearera ao 

that they mit~ht stand on thnt groat dny, 'lbat will P.Ut omphasis into 

our p reaohini; , nnd f'orvor int o our hoarta. That day will provo the worth 

or our pronchin.?; • now L'lN1Y a languid pew and lifeless pulpi t would 

bo balvnnized i n t o entirely new nativity 1~ their oooupants but once 

saw burning in upon them the blazing light of that groat wh1 te throne I 

Or, tho objoot oi' our preaohine; mi&ht be summed up 1n the words of an 

old noichbor puotor or mine, when ho desoribed hie aim in the fifty 

years of' his miniatry. He aaid1 "I wanted the people to get to 

heaven, nnd I , ,anted t o 1;et there too." 

8 

Tho ~aoa1onary Loarna to Work w1 th Agon1.Hd Straining 

v. 29 

And thon, no we view our vork in the light ot thi• Zpiatle • we 

oatoh ar1oth0r very important puint from at. Paul, no.mely ae to the 

earnos tnos l} nnd t earful 1ntens1 ty with whioh we ahould oarry on 

·1 our work. st·. aul had juat spoken of the aim or hie preaohi~. to 

get people into heaven. Now ~ul let& hi• heart •peak out •• to 

tho eerneatnesa "1. th whioh he tries to aooompliah that aim. He 

,, .> l9/ 
1trives f'or thill aim with an agom.sed straining. Ko ,r-1'<) 1woy~1os. 

You •y havo seen ac»tion piotuna in whioh galley elaTea were ahown 

'tu&G1ng at the oars, under the eti~ing laah of the whip, Ra. they 
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Pulled ll!lCl strained at those aweepa wit h an aco~ ot etfort that was 

Painful t o behold I '.lhnt kind ot rowine; is dif.ferent from lelaurely 

pulling o.t the oa rG when you take your beet ~irl boat-riding in Central 

~ pork. Ho r e i n t his vorse you oatoh something or the drive whioh 

oate.pul f:;ed St. T'e.111 t h.rouf;h the suooeasive atagea of hie s pectacular 

m1sa1ono.ry carsor. I t is in this senae that Paul speaks later 1n 

this Ep ist l e of redeemine; the timo, or taki?Jf; heod to one •s mlniatry 

to f ulfill i t . You perooive that sania sense of urgency and intensity 

in ,;ha •: ords of ou • I,ord Jesus 1 "I must do the worlca of him that 

eent ln') .- Lat us wo rk whilo 1 t lo day• be.fore the night cometh when 

no men c a n work . 0 1;e also must oatoh somethiJ1G of that spirit. \'le 

must p r os. ch o.s dyi11g men to dyiJl6 men. \"le must be aware of the 

faot t hut t hi s nnrticular serm.on which wo are now proparing or 

delivoring , mo.y be tho last opportunity for some poor eoul to hear 

the Gos pol. or i t may bo your laa t op~ortun1 ty to proaoh the Gospel• 

le too muat a~onizo over our praaohine; and do it in a spirit that 

ii moved ·to tears or frustrated love it that preaching seems 'to be 

or no avail. It must be a ...S.ng 1n tears. But thia &gOIJ¥ ot effort 

muat be genuine. Nothinc w:l.11 ao quiokly and oOlllpletely alienate 

an audi onoo ao t o have them oatoh 1na1noen ty • and they nre quiok 

to oatoh it, in ·he artifioinl pathos ot a preach.er. 

Lot us lonrn fro~ st. Paul to work at audh whi ~ heat or intenci t-y 

and U!lder the drive of thie urgeno;y. Let ua shake off aey lethargy 

of t he fleah that ~y want to fasten itaelr upon ue. Let ua not 

.find easy oxouaes in outward dif'tioul ti••• in auoh th11:l4;e, for 

instanoo, as tho wiltint effect ot the ollmate. I dare aay it 

became hot enoue;h also where st. Paul wae labor1nr;. but we do n.ot 
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£1n1 him urginb the debilitating offeot or the Qlimate. But aa we 

train oursolvos, nrtor Paul 's example, to atrive with an agonised 

strnini~ , let us do ao in oll humility. J:o one should gl'ow proud 

of h i .t..10olf· e.o 'thouch how ere oonauminc himself in tho Lord'• service, 

when probnbly it is only nn unwiso division of hiG time, and porhape a 

lll8asurc or col f -indulgonoe in the quaft'int; of coffeo that makes hio 

ai t up until t he wo0 hours of' the night and then sleep long tho next 

morniuc. St . Pnu l i.,ao a cealoua aervant or the Lord, but he dooa not 

preen hiinself 1·Jith tha t , ro.thor doea he attribute o.ey-thing in the 

lino of' dilig cmce ond earnestness whioh iray have been oonneoted wl th 

hio work , to the Lord who ondowa Paul with seal and strength. It is 

tho {;rnoo of God whioh io working in Paul and th.rough Paul, work:1116 

mi htily t o nccomplieh thtd; whioh God wants to oarry out ·through 

St . Puul ao a humble servant of the Gospel~ Thua we shall want to 

aooribo nny diligenoe and oarneetne•• wbioh may be noted about our 

work n1 t ocothor t o tho Grace of God. The less we think al)out how 

l!lloh we do nnd · h0\'1 ho.rd we work and the more we put our mind upon 

t ho lorlous pri vilage of working for Jesus and the urgent need of 

the souls wno:n we are tryinc to lead to the l1Ght. the better it will 

be for ue and the eaeier will our work a ppear to be. 
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Chapter II 

l'ho Hi o :.i onary Learns to Fortify hi a Flook 

against Falao Teaohera 

col. 2,a 1-a. 

As t he pa s t or end missionary worker looks at his work in tho light 

of' this Epl c t l e he looms f'rom st. Paul that it ls an important part 

or hi s Gocl- t,lvon work ·to \·mrn and proteot hir. flook a gainst ralae 

teaohel'c . ..( f'o rmor dayo thore used to be a periodioal which we aaw 

ovory once h1 a while oc lled " Sohv,ert und Kello." In tho dnya of 

l!ehemio.h , nhen the Jews returned from the onpti vi ty and set about to 

roliuild the nolla of Jerusalem, they worked wi t h the trowel in one 

hand nnd vhe tmoni in tho other. i-:o dare not be oatisf'iod w1 th 

merely p roncmting ·the right, true am oorreot dootrine but wo must 

also v1ari1 peop le uc;ainut false dootrlne. Suoh warn1Il,i;, howover, must 

prooood from p r o~or ~ ot1Yea and must be done in the propor spirit. 

:ore acoloi n[.~ ml i not bri~ about aey good reaul ta. l.et us learn 

.fro;:i St. r ~ul h0!7 re rray att aok t hie mat er. Paul bogina with a 

"oaptatio.11 ilo ahcnvo t he Coloesians hie lovo and concern for 

t hem. Perhnpc not all ot thom have aeon hia in the f'lttah. Yot h1a 

love t ownrdn :;ham 1a roal and true J 11.' be aounda a word of warni:ag 

they vlill understand that this 1• well meant, 1£' he speaks sharply 

they will not roaont 1 t beoauae they lc:now it flow• out of a ainoere 

co~oern for thom. 
> ,v 

Paul uses the word "J'"' n., he agonises over t:he=i aa 

a mother over a sick ohild. He wo.nta to aee t he-21 oomtorted. He 

would like to aee th9JD .fortified. And thie 1• accomplished by their 

pooaeas1on of' the tnae knowledge or the ••teey ot graoe 1n Chri•t• 

Y• 1.2. 1 'For I would that ye knew what great oonf'liot I haYe tor 

you. and !'or -th l:!lll •t Laodioea, arid tor u many aa haye not seen my 

' ' 
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raoe in t h o t'l osh ; That t heir honrto might be oonu'ortod. be1D<; kni t 

togcthar in lov ... • e.nd unto nll riohos or tha full a ssuranoo of under­

etnndine • ~ tho o okno-;l ed&11ant of tho mys te11r of C-od, &:ld or the 

Fnther, o.nd o!' Chr i s t ; 1t 

~iGht fr~~1 the otart therefore , 'Paul oet s the~ up acainst t he 

claims o!' tho or r oria t o by showi ng the:1 that in Chrla"t thoy have 

, / 

df.cl</''llfDi .' ' I n ·,,hoo o.rc hid nll t ho t roasuroa of wiado=-, n.nd L'"!1owlod:;o." 

Thon ho t oll o the Colosoians why ho is so omphatio about their haVi11€; 
" n/ 

t ho Tra rtrrJ ,r(\o-o T o ,/ or spi r i tu(l.l kno:slede;o 1.n Christa they will then 

not b0 .!'oolocl :;o o uGily by f'alse '!.caohor3 n ho ooute wi t h claims of 

Great wi odom and l enrninc but who hav"' only t:-if'li~ a n.d !'e9ble thinzs 

v. 4. 

"A. d t hio I so.y . laat nny man 3bould be.;uilo you wi t h 
entioiuc words." 

'Iheoe fi r st vcroe s of tho ohapter mieht be oalled ~rely quick jaba 

at t ho !'nlso t e aoi:ero, later Paul launohes forth w1 th heavy body 

pu.'1ohes a inst thom. 17e oan learn from Faul •a DLnner. Thero 111 a 

~ood hint f or u o hero. Our poople are ao eaoily imp reeoed v:1 th the 

hlgh-soundins olaims o!' others. " Ohrlstian So1ance" which is neither 

Christian nor soie:i.tifio, the olaima or yo~i and iiudt.lhiat L°'ld 

'n!eosophiat, of' . .Zew l'hought and ?loderniam., - all or this sounds 

oa_ptivat ing. and our people are easily daaaled by_ thoee olait •• But 

we mus l. to 11 our people th:i t they should not pe rm1 t th8!.Ilael vea to 

be :f'ooled. All those claims are ••enticing words," and bhey are 

"Jcid-a t ufr" in oompari•on with what t he Chriat1ana ha-Yee 'lbe Christiana 

should not trade a tine diamond £or a plugged nickel. 
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Order nnd 0rgnn1zation aro a Decided Help 

2 

A.c;nin Puul owi D,'.; s back t o t hat t a.otio of n oaptatio. v. 6• when 

ho repon tn hi s stat oment of concern for t ho:n and thon praiees thom 

for the ~ood thinss he eeoa in thee. their ordor and stenctrastnees. 

".'~ ' / 

-r.c..1111 l<.d, (r, 7 t fE l>}Aot.. of !'ai th. How nuoh we oan learn from Paul, 

Inat end or soolding. orit ioi&i~. belittling. notinG ao thouc}lwe 

oxpeot only tho wor st nntl p robe1bly take a somewhat r.ialioioua delit;bt 

i n ri.:idi~ our ovil predict ions oomo true. let ua learn to see whllt 

good thi ·o ther e are t o ba not ed about our peoplo. And we do not 

nood t o hoc i tnt o t o tall our people how elad wo nre about those things. 

I r e ,, o- bor n miszion. foativo.l in Duluth where the paator made a £ err 

introduot o y romar k o bo£ore the oolleotion wao takon up ancl b1oide ntly 

said thnt he ad nevor beon le t down by his oonGrei:;a-cion and he v1110 

sur e tho.t n ov1 nl s o they would do the proper t hing. 'l'hnt was in line 

with Paul · ~ mo t hod here, aml I noed hardly add that the mission o£fe ring 

wa~ n worthy ono. Paul apenke hore of order an d orgcni zation,~,i" 

V I ,. 
11'ci1 ~Tfp 1- t..y• c1..1 and t hese t hiilfi& are quite a deoided help to keep the 

Christio.ns f r on r nlling away. Team-ploy is valuable. 'lhe lone wolf 

usually gote i nto trouble. JAan 1• by nature a gregarious creature 

and he is benef'i t ed by order and organisation. If a man b e longs to a 

OO!l{;J"ogat ion and i~ 9Jl eotive membe~, a!ld 1.t th!t.t congregation worka 

in an orgnnized and ayatemat1o manner• then there la muoh lees danger 

ot auoh a ul8ll f'alling away than it there were no auoh order or ayatem. 

r,e are not forgettlli&. of oourae, that the real work ot lr:eepi~ them 

s teadi'ut · 1• done by the Holy Ghoat thl'Ough the Word, but order and 

organisation are a valuable aid. Let ua learn .trom tbia point t or 

ouraelvea, in our oon1'erenoe• and atation work and for our aiasion 


