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Ill. The Premillennial. Int:repretation or the 
Uembers or the Kingr om of Christ. 

Ii' the Kingdom ot Christia as iritwl .J.ingdom established in 

tbe hei rts or men by t he Goapel, the11 the -embe1•s or the ldni;dom i·e 

t h01:Jc in r,hoee heart Chri ·t ruies. So it was ell.iring Old TestWilent 

hiotor,-, ,·,hen the childl·en o:r Judah und I srael, hoping in the r .. essiah, 

trusted :t.n God•s mer ciful c-i·e. The original promioe made to Abril.ham, 

r ecorded in Gen. 12,3 is t ermed by st. Paul., ntlte covenunt th t · s 

con£1rme. by an oe.th (Gen. 22.1s; Heb1--ewo 6115-18). 54 The promiso in 

tlli::; covenant 1s, 11In t hee she.ll. ell natio11s be ble~sed.• Paul explaiDa 

it in Gal. s,a entirely in e. spi 1~itual. sense, a .. being t he goEpel which 

\'1~s P.reeched oei'ore to Abreham, r especting Goel• s design of justit',yina 

the he then tbrough feit,h; and u_ on t his view U it he grounds his argu­

ment throush Galatic.na, che.ptex· 3. 'l'he apostle Peter declsres t his 

promised blessing to be spi1•itual. and 'fuli'illed in the gospel (.\cts s, 
25.26). Nowhdl"e iD the New Testament is the promised blev~ing said to 

bs nation 1, e.nd to inc1ude a restoration 0£ ties~ Israel t o their 

kinadom. But that Isra.ol as a nation i s tc receive t !ie prOllii sed kingdom 

0£ Ohri--t - is just. \:'hat the Pl'"elldllennialists teach. The PremlleDnia.lista 

ascribe those prophecies or the Church or Christ 1n the Ol.d Testament to 

the rA1llcmnial kin~dom of Christ. ri! ich He will establish ~1.1en Re returna 

to reign on earth. The Chill~ats want Bible 111-t.erpret sr s to :uake c. sharp 

M. ftetcher Geo. B., op. cit. p.43. 
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tlistinction l.>e·tween Cbl.-i t• s :Ciogdo nd Hi Church. Thay say t lu:tt 

when Obris t came .ti ·st to ect ... blish Hi ldnguom, tilt: J o,,s rej •cted it. 

But bocu.use He ht:.r.l pro oiued the1 t .10 ld.ngdo :l, Ho b . cl to keep His \ioni. 

It woul d seem t h,,. t Christ t hen :1as satisfied to o·t.u.blish the Church 

tor the Gentilo, unt il tn ~ t ilile o ·1d be ripe to a ive the Kiner o.i. to 

'"5 t he JetYH ,.., 

co 1ce1·ni 1g t he Lol'l"l J eo111J Chris t vuich fu.115 int::i t °',o s roups; tho .. e which 

p1·eae11t Him t bc sui'fcrir.g .nd rejected 10GGiuh1 our Redeemer; unr those 

uhich vi vidly portray- him c. ,.. co:uing in po1• el" tad area t glory to reatore 

divine ~over ~e. t in th e rth, ~ith W...1$0l t ns r uler over all n tions. 

!-;-:in~ cloa.1• «.list i uc tion between the3e deacri. tions, t a Prcmillenninlisto 

• cribe one kind or pro hecy- to Ohri:;t uc t he Rcdcemar ::.nd in th..t off ice 

of lli•· He becomes tho Hoed of the Church; the other prophecy t t e:, aacr:lbe 

to His rule on e rth t.:Cter llis ~econd co!l!ing. tJh • t he Old Te::.truilent 

speak or Chr:i .;t • a coming t o rule, t he Pl'"e~llonnialisto f'o_:.-gct t ~ t Chris t 

bad not as y-et. me.de His i'irs t e.., pearmco; they c.scribe these ;z:>roi:.,heci'9s to 

t he: end of' hi• tor,y, to Chri t• s person 1 e~llly- rule. They s .. y, !:owever, 

t hat during the time bet ween t uo comings oi' Christ Gcd ·dll c>rovide for 

t he Gentile and the Je,.-, who accepts Christ. This provio:lo of God is the 

Church. At the rejectiou or t he ?d.nsdom bl,· Israel, Obris t e~ve imedinteq 

the future Church, i tt. 16117.18. 'l'his 'riew i s hold b-J Bsrnh.>use. He 

also coni"ess eo, "There is on!¥ one Church ..w,.1 t.here is only one ny to get 

in't.o :l t. 'l'he ono Chu1"0h i s COIIJ!lOEed of all. tllo~ nbo put t heir wllolo trul\t 

.lo nothiug lesv than the pe1•son nd -..ork of' the Lord Jesus Christ aa their 

35. Peck, Artbur Clermont, "Chrif:t•s Return", p.25. "The Je~s •• • tailed 
to comprehend t lklt redemption had to precede t be:lr el.ovation t c world 
rulersbipJ a1ao, th t they wore then unf'it to administer wisely the auth­
ority which tha.t gre 't. divtinotion would coni'er.• 
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36 
own pers ont1l Savior.n This , inuced, i s a i'ine conf ession of f a i t h , 

and very orthodox. Yet evea such faith does not pr event Barnhouse f ram 

formuluting his 0 \','11 t heory about Chri• t• :::: kingdom and dit-:tinguisuing it 

f rom t.he Church. Tile Pz•emill-anni&lis t s e.ll. believe tha t t he Church is 

pr i marily- the communion of Gentile be.Lievei·s and a Ee,v Jews, -ni'lile t ho 

Kingdom of Onri ~t wus ~iven by God to t he J e,s ~s natur~l descendants 

of Abr-dham ~nd I saac. 

I f the kin,..u~m i s i 'or t he Jet tJ , what part do ·tll J ews pl uy in t lle 

es w blishment of the kingrlom? &.C. Peck 1:&Dawei-s t hi t huss "The Church 

\7i l l be gathered out of t e Gentiles , t he Jcms not debarred. m1oever 

believes in Christ is eligibl6 . 1157 At t he est:.:.blishment of the 'kingdom 

by fo1."Ce , t ho 11.Teris will accept Chris t - t hey rdll recognize ilim ~J t he 

ac rs He, bai'.:ir s 1·ro1a the wounds 0£ t he cros s to which t.hey sent Hill'. n38 

F'or0ott i?ig i;1ha.t. Scripture s ays about coming to Obrist through t.he Gospel, 

t he t->1•omillenn a.lis ts believe t hat t he Gospel \Till cease to be the · ~ency 

.ror brins i ng mon to Chri • t ,·,llen Christ retums in glor,y. Chris t will thon 

not g ther togethor lli s Church on earth, £or t hey will have been taken to 

Iiim • .But t her e will still be t he J ews to bu brought by ot h~r means. In 

t i1e millennium the Jew will 1·ecognize Cbri t by His pol7ar d uuthorit.;y. 

By ·t.ouching t hat doctrine the Premillenniul.ists pervo1't the ~~or oi ' God 

which teaches thut t he ti·ue membox·s oi' the Church 01~ God &llone will be 

a&.ved, those that ht.l.ve been brought to Chris t in t hi & lit e. Scripture 

it~ lr a i firms t wit, n,n1oooever be11eveth 1D mo s hould not perish,• John 

s,16J • .F'aith cometh by beaJ.•ing , ~mi he..il"ing bJ' the Word 01 God.a Ac­

cordiug to Sa1•ipture man coliles to Obrist 1n i'aith on]¥ ~ t h~ Word of God. 

sa. Barnhouse D.G., op. cit. p.179 
S7. Peak A.O., op. cit. p.65 
88. Ibid. p.23 
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. . 
By- mir.widertitan<.ii?Jg the Seri_ tural concept ta£ tha ~dom or God 

and of Chris t, the Prewillen."lialists mi sinterpret t he gathering o~ the 

Ch\ll"ch, the spiritual I ~raelJ thay mieap.,ly the prophecy concerning the 

· Hou:ilo of lk•.vid; they misundersta..'ld I t he ol.ect or bra.el•; t hey misin­

terpret the prophecies conce1•ning the establishing of Chrivt • s Church 

on oar th; and t hey cie aign te the t er ma •latter d"'Y'&' a.w·1 •in those days• 

to mean the mi llennial kingdom wh~n Scripture clearly shows them to 

1:1oc.n the I'le\Y Toat .unant uge. The ?r emillenniallats de~lY th9 Roriptural 

toa cbing tha.t t he Church i o t.ne Ki ugdo ... of Christ in real ity. Feinberg 

c l!licls: ''Tho Kingdom or hea ven is tho en.rt~ sph r e of the· kingdom ot 

God , ,m i s visible and outward. The Chur ch is a part ot' t be kingdoc ot 

he ven 'iil its myster,r :tor:il . n59 In g iving t ,1e Prcmillonnia.l position on 

t he membe1·ahi p of t ba kingdom, Feinberg states thut the Church is on:1¥ 

a part or t he great kingdo1:11 t he kingdom or God, ~•;hi.ch too i s hea.venl.1' 

ins ofar ao t he kingdom or God is invis ible. But in its relationshi?J to 

t he Kin do111 of Christ, Feinber 6 en.vs, t he Church will not bs a part of 

it (unrlar His r ule), but it will rule wi t h Christ. In realit;r t hen, the 

members of the Kin,gdom will be t!lose to vhom the Kin.1«ioL1 r ~ s pro?Dised, 

t he Jet1s. One misinte1•pretation of Seri t ure inv&riab~ leads to anotherJ 

one i'al .se teachins breeds others. This is evidenced 1n the, Chilit:Lstic 

teaching • . In de!l7ing the spir:l,.tual character o:i' the !Cingdo!:l 0£ Christ, 

they dellY t he spil•itual character of Isr,ael. \7her.e Scri:,ture teaches it. 

Feinberg- makes t 1ia di s tinctio4a 8It is proper to- speak or believing 

Jews. ~ d believing Genti les as Abrahw:i•a epiritWLl soed (so Paul uesig­

nates them 1n Gal ti.ans S), but spiritual I or4elltes tire bolievlng Jews 

on1¥.•"° · He1 wilh all the Premillenninlis ts deJl1' that Script ure makes 

S9. :Feinberg a., op. cit. p.194 
40. Ibid. p.186 

I 
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no distinction between a believing Jew or u believing Gentile, th~t 

they are a ll I ~rael 1r the7 tru~t 1D Ohriut. Instc .d, ~ccordi n~ to 

P:re?ld.llennial principles, Scri ptu1·0 diatil,guisheo bot\1een t hoae in 

the n - tion o:f Iorael who ' l'O unbelievers , Abrcll •s natural seecl, and 

thos e oi." I ar 4el. who tire beli eve1~s , tl!e spiritu .• 1 need of braham. 41 

Then in dutail, Feinberg cives tho PrelllillonniE;.l lo3ic in believing 

thnt the •Israel• mentioned in the N0;1 Teot ament and t lle •Clmrch• can­

not be identii'iecl. He liatP the arguments that cu.cl h t\Ve ~ 11·rerent 

kindc: of birth, ono phyGical :::.nri the other spiritu l; Oil.ch lr~s a '1if'­

f er e11t, ho~d, e uch different covenants; Isra el i s f ound in tbo Old and 

lien Te at::unenta, the Church only in tho mm. But, f':t»Ally, at Christ's 

co::1ing, I :.-.r a.el. iti to be IIJa.l o mo1:1be1.·s 0£ the kingdom - nAs to t · e king-

1lom r e i on, t,he nation Israel ~'Jill bo subjeot a of t be King; ""he Church, 

Hi s BI•i de, \1ill r t!ign with Him as co-1·cdgne1~s. n 
42 

Thus t he miaunder­

etan~ o· · the conce_pt of 'lCit~dom of Cbriot• develops tile .fulee teach­

ing tb i t the unbelieving Jet";s uill bo members or Chri:,t•s kingdom, called 

not by the Gospel mes sage o:r Chz·iut.•t. vicru·ious atonecent, but forced 

to believe ,vhon t lley aee His ru.i.1ight,- po or. 'l'he Church a lso loses it.a 

purpose anc e aaence i u the P1~emil.l.enni ~ sys·tem, because it i tt no longer 

t he bod::' of Christ, subject t !U.m, senrmta or tho G1-cat King, but she 

beco~es co-reigner rith Him. 

All Premillennialistb tea ch th~t priui&l"ily the Kingdum .,..~d membership 

in the Ki~dom belong to the Jew, LS a n~tural dcDcendant o.f Abrahrm. 

It should be noted here tbat the 'D1spensationel.is t goes evon f'e.rther in 

placing GJDphasis on the 1,:iS,'Ort.ance t he Jc• s ha.ve in God1n pl.-ns. I t beir 

.:.1. Ibid. p.186 
42. Ibid. p.J.88 
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o1'J:'1cia l \-.ritinga they procln.im t ru..t Divine gr""'ce \71:1.& u~ on IsrQol as 
~ 

. nution; Jebov-Jh redeemed them llB a nation unto iimt:ulf both by blood 

and power; and Israel remains a redeemed nati on through Qll histoey. 

Thus t he redeemed nation became J ehovah•s abiding treasure.43 ~.C.Gaeb­

elein gives i'ull asaent to this in the Diapenso.tional Dll:&8~Z1ne, •Our 

Hopa.n He wr i t ~s1 

"ldentif'ied with Chriut, indivi<luully, and c lled ay lilo n,.me, 
s t ::i.nds I srael collectively, in His r,hole r!e:mianic f,ork , ntl k:i.nz:­
dom. Neither acts without tho other. The Pentateuch prophecies 
rei"or chiof'ly to tho people . Tie :"essianic Ps l.m& eupbasize t he 
King, the Kingdom, n<l t ile Priest. Isai h dv,ell s upon the pro­
phetic chu.ructo1· of I era.el; Saekie1 di splay:... t he priestly; Daniel 
revoH.l.s the kingly; Zecbarit h blends all in one. Old Testament 
pro ~hecy kl1owo no other subjects 0£ di scourse t han t.hese, I :~ ael, 
_bieooiah, t nd t ho Nations. As to the kingdom, Isr11.el m d it, under 
t he Old Testament, i n it~ out.ward i'ormJ the 'ientiles bave it \ffl(ler 
the New Testament; in its inward for111; in t he age to come, Jews 
an, Gentiles together, sh 11 ll vo it, both fol"l?ls in one, one ki113-
dom 0£ ~essiah, s pirit\Utl, visible and glorious, with Iorael still 
t hu centra l people, t ho pr elude o:t tit New Jerus 1 m and the na­
tiono vm.:Lk::Lng in its light forever.• 

Israel is the center or Christ•s rule, the kingriom is I srael•sJ and 

with such te cbil1g the hope or the Church is aestroyed - the trust in 

God •s ev~rlasting Gospel 16 turned to~ Jewi h hope. T~e D1spensa­

t1onal.1.et makeo eternc1l glor;y 1·or the Jew dependent only on bis eternal 

election, anti t heir service to God. Dr. Eagllder in this point quotes 

t he dispensationt.list, Frosts "lie rill make salvation possible 'hT 

consumn.ting all th t the past. pro.i1:lsed a.nd tile present semtres, enjoining 

faith with orks an ~ constraining me11 to \',orship ehrist as the:, see Him 

in all tlle oplcmdor of His being and re1gn.45 In the •ords of O.T. Allis, 

t be u.uthoi· of RPropheey nod the Church•, ni.fen u.re to be saved apparentq 

bl' obedience to the Kirl8 · nti not~ triist in the Sa.vior.1146 

45. Chafer L., RDis;&>enaationu.11811111 ii Bibliotbeca Sacra, 'lo1. 98, p.411 
44. Gaebel.ein, •Our !{open, Vo1. 40, ~Jo. a, p.480 
46. Engelder Theo, "Diapen11at:lcmaliom Diapr.rtag1Dg t he Gospel," 1n 

Concordi Theolo3:icw. Monthly, Vol. VIII, p.656 
48. Ibid. -.p.658 



I£ the Pre~illenni:lllahs ma.d t11e ria .t understanding 0£ Mh~t 

Scripture sqs concerning Israel of the New Teatament c.nd the rela-

tion 1.hio I srael hall to tlbe Old. Testament I srael, 1 ts rela.tio11 to the 

Church and Christ• s Kingdom, they would sea tha, .. t.heir present teach­

ings have no true t·ounr.lo.tion. 'Jho is the Israel meutioued in t he -~ew 

Tes t ament in connection litb •the true seed ot Abrahwn•? St.?-ul eays 

in t he ninth chapter of Roma.ns, verse 6: "They Are not all I srael, 

which ara o'£ I Hracl. Neither bocauoe they r the seed of Abraham, are 

'they Llll children; but i n I swic shall thy seed be called. The.tis, thq 

v,hich are t he children of t he .flesh, these aro not. t he cllUdren or Gods 

but the children or t he promise are counted .for the seed.n The promioe 
I 

ot God ' mercy, ot t orai venees of sins, 01· ete1•ual llf'e is given to all 

.ho truat in Cbrist• a 0.tonement, 11For \1hosoever sball call upon tb.e name 

01• tho I,or,l slu.:.J.l. be eaved," Bom. 10113. These believers are t he c l-d.lrlren 

0£ I s ra.el. Tho OJ.d Tostament a.i'firms this. Jerelllioh tells how all bo­

l.ie•vers togethe1· shol.l oall-t be£ore God. Joremiah had been sent to prea oh 

the comin« of tho king,tom to Judah and Israel. Israel bad become pagan; 

oho had mizo" with Gentile nations, so tha t she could hartll.y be recognized 

as a nation. Judah wa.s wicked, corrupt, and haJ toreotten about God. 

J eremiah was s ont to these people to prea.ch repentanco; God s: nted them 

for His own, it they- \lould only repentl In chapter S of Jerer.iiah, God 

tells t ne children oi' Judah of the New Testament Church, dospribas the 
. 

days when Christ w0uld :fuli'ill t he promiaeo spoken or him: 

v.l.6. "J.nd it shall come to pass, when yo be multi,plled &nd in­
creased 1D the land, 1n t hose days, saith the Lord, they shall sq 
no more, The ark ot the covonant of the Lord, a.either shall it come 
to JDiDd.J ne:lther ehn.ll t hey remember it; neither almll they riait it1 
neither uhall that be done~ more. At tbat time shall the7 aall 



Jer:usalem tho throne of t he LoxdJ and all the na.tions 
shall be gathered unto it, to the na.me of~ LordJ to 
Jerusalem., neither oball thq ,\IUk arq .more after the 
imagiliation ot their evil heart. In 'bhose days the house 
0£ J\ldah sball. walk with t l10 house of I urael.• 

In Jeremiah 51131 God tells the Jew~ t hl:i.t they woul.~ r eceive a new 

covenunt, not the old covenant or the A\rk, but t he covenant given und 

sealed in Ohrit:t. Thio is t he ne~"I oo,rent:.nt; of rJhich Paul spea:ta both 

to the Corinthians and to the Go.latiana. nif a.v m3.D put on Christ, 

ho is a. ne.w creature." 2 Oor. 5117; "For in Chri&t Jesus neither cir­

cumcision ava11eth anything, nor uncircumcioion, but a new cret>.ture,• 

Gal. 6 115. 

v:e arrive nt this conolliksion by' going to tho clear sect.ions 0£ Scrip­

t tn t hat speaks 0 1 the swne subject. G.B. Fletcher considers it to b~ 

a very essential principle th~ t he •begin with Him t'Jho is the Light 0£ t~ 

World;!n other words to begin with t ·e studJ' ot the New TeBtwcent, and go 

back into the Old Testament ,,1th t.he 11.ght of the New.•47 So th~t t l:!e 

Gospel 1s not dispar aged, nor is the. Church m'Glllbershi p obtained by a~17 

other melL~s t hu.n by the Gosgel,nor that any other t eacbing of Christ 1a 

contrt,dictod i n tho Old Teutament., ce?.•t rd.D .t'ts.ctors must be r e1:1embared. 

The New Testament spreads light· on Old Testament interpreta,tion. The 

.Tewiah economy was a ~efiguration of Christ•a chur ch wid kin3dom. Far 

example, the .ministr,y o:r Moaaa was ntor a tei;timony ot· t ho:;e things 

which '\18re to be ·spoken aftern namel,1'., under the gospel (Heb. s.,s)- that 

the law ha.d a sha.tiow 0£ thiugs to coma (Heb. 10.,1) .:!Dd t.bll.t the bocq or 

substance of t he.t sha.dow is Obrist (Col. 2117) • 
48 

47·. Fl.etcher G.B • ., op. cit. p.41 
48. Ibid. p.41. 



Understanding the clear p11ssoges of t he Uev; 'l'eatame:it on t he sa e 

aubject, we can under~tadd more ciear~ t he Old Tosta~ent me~niag of 

kinadom r.'1 I rael as t hey typify t he Church. The kinado:n ~rophesied 

iu t11e Old Testament wa.o to be g iven to tho Je 1s. But the Jer:s rejected 

Christ, the ICing. It i s certa.i :.1, then, tho.t t J e J \-:r:1 rejectet'l the king­

dom. '.r.he Hew 'l'e.:.t ameut reveals, too, that t he Je,s as a nation hari also 

been rejected , klatt. 211 451 "Theref ore say I unto you, The ~ dom of 

GO'i sha.ll be ·t.aken i :Z,Om you, 11 ; J: Thoss . 2,161 "The 11•ath is come upon 

t hem t o t h.a utter mo~t. 11 But it' ... ll Israel is to be sa.vc:d, a st.Paul 

o~rs in ~ m. ll,25.26, this must mean all spiritual I srael, :tor Isaiah 

1,22 cont'irms, na remnant ot t hem shall be converted. 11 How theu can :lt 

be de'l:,ermined :f'r.:>m Seri tUJ:•e 'lrbat. is meant by the spiritual. Israel? st. 

Paul explains thut concept 1n his 4th chapter to the Rom:maa •For t he 

.>romise, th t he should be the heir of the world, •nae not w Abrallam, or 

to his seed, t hrough t he law, but through the rigbteou:mess 0£ taith.• 

Paul says ag;,.:ln: •He ts not a Jew ·l:.'hiCh ifl one out.wardly ••• but lle is a • 

Ja \'ihich i .. 0 11e :lnffl\rdq,n Rom. 2 1 28.29. Thus the members of t !:e house 

o'f Ian.el nre t hose who in t a.1th accept Jes us a s t heir Savior. Scri-;,ture 

t ells ot no other vq by' v,hich Jew or Gentile can enter Christ•s kingdom. 

This ld.rJ8dom i s t he Church, not built up of any en-t~ nation, but 

a Ohurcll b~lt up of beli evers. The believerc; a re to ba brousht :ln b,r 

the Gospe1 or Christ n..-,bich s hall. be pre ched to aJ.l. nations, Ullto the 

uttermost .. i.lirt ot the earth, ~att. 28,18. , .All.is quotes t his passage a 

a npo:lnte<!, rebuke to the bigoted nationalltill ot the Jews, :and also a 

aolel'Dll reminder t ba.t Jesus had Himself' gone to tba Sllmmi.tana and preaahed 

. . . . 49 to 
thiti, world-:-91ibJ9aaing gospel. to them.• The Jews a s a nation were not 

49 • .All.is O.T., "Prophecy and the CJburchli, p.136 
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recoiva the Kinedom. Anyone · bo believod the Gospel of the Kingdoo, 

who would a .::c pt Jaaua us His Savior ue.s a member ot t be K1ngdo111. But 

this was nothing 11ew. J~romi !Lh h .. d lre dy prophesied th-.:i.t vheo be said, 

"At t hat t.i c t be;y shall. ca.ll Jorusa.lem t he t hrone of the Lo .,l, ri all 

t he natiom .. shall be ga.tbered U!lto it," 5117. When t he prophets of God 

speak ot 0 the b ot clpys," the dQ"s "her eatter• the · zaenn t h whole era, 

. or ::.,eriod, of' tho Mew Test a.went times. The mountain ot the liouse of the 

Lord. i s t he Christian Church (compare with t his pa.~sage Is. 28116J J. 

Peter 216-8; Uatt. 21,42J Eph. 2, J.9£f) to which Jlk.ll}' nations shall come 

b)r being conve1-ted to 'the living God, Acts 28117 ff. 50 The Church is 

pictured in tile book of Uicah, t he :fourth chapter, •But in the last day& 

it shall come to pass, thc.t the mountain of the house oi th& Lord shall 

be est abl ished in the top ot· the mountains, and it :zha.l.l. be exalted above 

t he hills, and people shal.l flow unto it." That this pro hecy rat ers 

alone to the Chur ch is in full agreement wi th Scripture . f!atthev; Hemr,•s 

int erpr etation of ~icah•s prophecy i s also that it r o.ters to the ChurchJ 

thc.t t.be cllurch o:r God will be set up in the worJ.,1, after t he de• truction 

of t he J ewish church, mid this in the JAat dqs (New Testament era). The 

peopl.e of God will have a. ne.i cbar·ter, a new esta.blis~ or their spiritual 

worshipJ t here will be mu.de provision £or the enJ.3.1•ging .:md e&tabllsbing 

of the kingdom ot Christ waong men batter than had beGn made by the Ol.d 

T.eatament constitution. 51 

These paragraphs have sho'-D that Christ•s kingdoiu i s the Church, which 

will spread the Gospel of the world's Savior, ever bringing men to tbat; 

Savior until •t Cbri.st•s second coming in glol"1' the Church sball be forever 

ait.h Him. Then sbal.l tba end of ~11 else come. 

50. Heerboth L.A., "The Millennium .:and the Bible•, p.16 
51. Hanr,y, Uatthew, Commentary. Vol. IV• p.1&17-.1.SlB. 



V. The Pramill.enniall1rli.' s Kingdom is P\rturo, 

of a 'l'hoUSi!Uld Years on F.art.h. 

Scrip t:.ure t e2'clles that ii ,0n Chris t -returns in, glor,y, ite 1.1111 

ga tbu1• ·i;he members ot l i s Kingdou1, th .. .'.; is, t.ll beliGvel' s, to Hims el.£. 

On t his l .::.3t day, rihen }le c -.wcs, all unboll t:ve1•a ~,il.l be jud~ed and 

sc•mt t .:, their d om ~nd a il bel.ievare, tlle uea.d being raised , ilill live 

with Obrist in eternity. This ia all thti.t SCri:,•turc s ay-a of the events 

l eading up t o t he •laut. UiJY• • But t ile Promillennitllis'<.a have t a ~ 0\111 

·t; c¢ry concerning the •last ciq. • tie s~ discuss brioi"l.¥ t he "ovent1.1n 

1 ic t he Prolldllenni tll.lots iuscrt into God •t1 plan of t i10 •l· ot t nin{;s•, 

· ~• t liay af'i 'eot or .-..r e r li'll.ata to t he ltingdolil o:Z Cm'ist. The ? r emi.llen­

nialisto tiluillt.ulves t.1re not iu f-clll agreement, a t. to the sequence 01" 

eventB, bec~use et.:ch interprt!tor mur.t, insert. each event proi,)heui din 

Revelation in 'lille 01•ut.:1• in r..uioh bo hu ~ ... li' has interp.1.·ated t he p:.• sagt) 

&?ld according to the 1:1nti:r-e picture of Revelati on as he cvnceive:.; it. 

dor a1-o the Premillewu.uliyt~ all asreed as to the number of juJg~ents 

01• reuurrections. Tho •1,.)venta11 taught, by t he P ·em:i.llennialiats area· 

l. The rapture 

2. The re1iurraotiona 

s. Israel inho1•iting its own l~nd 

4. The bind.ing of Satan 

5. Tile coming of the dnticbriut 

6. The .loosing of Sat.m £or & lit iile while 

r:e 'Ifill show. how the misconception of Chri ·:t•~ spiritual ldngdom ami lead 



S7 

to t hese fantastic theories. 

The Rapture 

Bef'oi•e C"nrist , i l l actually est ublisb Hiu kingdom of' a t b.ousnnd 

ye rs duration, there will be, the Premillenn1alists believe, a secret 
S2 r apture. The aecret rapture theory t e~ches th.it Chris t will escend 

f rom he :ven t o 11t be air,11 raise the r ighteous dead n l tranala.te the 

living saints, who will be caught away t o t ho "secret cho.mbor•, t her e 

to remain ,Yi.th Christ foJ- a period of' approximat e~ seven year s. Of' 

this so-called secret rupture neither the WAitiag Churcb, nor t t e vorld 

i s t have a momant• s warning, the saints being &\ Ure of it by their 

heaven 1nr i'llght, and the , orld by the eparture of' t he 11missing ones.• 

Tho Premillennialist.s sq t hat the rapture concems the Church and t hat 

t his is t aUJht in cri ,tura . BarDhouse•s belief concerning tllis theory ist 

nirodq our Lord i s in heaven. The new body, t he Church, bei r.g 
culled out of' t hl:l ·,orld. "'le nait for our Lord f rom heaven \Yho 
shall take us to Himsel.1' be:ror returni ng to this e11rth to con­
swnmate every promise and pl.an whi ch Ho bas formed tor Hie ear~ 
people, anl to esta lish His kingdom through power, over all the 
earth. 11 53 

It i s evident t h t Bl ckstone asr ees wit h Ba.rnhouse concerning the rapture, 

£or he s07s, "~lhen the Church will be taken up, caught up.1154 tlor is 

A.C.P9'ck•s theox7 any different £ram the vie ,u ot &rDhouse and Black­

stone. Peck tells hat rdll h .. pen at t he time 0£ t ho ra.pturea "The 

Church is the salt o1' tho earth ••• '/hen i t is removed, .nd Satan and his 

angels make their appe1.1rsnco WDong men, everr quiescent pot:er o£ sin 1n 

Satan, bis ~els, demons ...nd men,. trill bre:up f orth into ungoverned rage.•55 

52. Bunter J.J., •Thy Kingdom Come,11 i Chris tain Faith and L:l.£e, p.287 
Vol. 4S. 

SS. Barnhouse, D.G., op. cit. p.185. 
M. Blackstone Wm.,"Je~us 1s Coming," p.es 
55. Peck A.C., op. cit. p.8' 
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A.J. Kompin gives his reply to. t ~e t he,orias of' t he Prerd llenni al.is ts: 

"Teachers of' the millennium give free play to their 1m.ar:1nat.ion when 

they spea c oi' this i"ancii'ul rapture. Thq wax eloquont in describing 

how saved loved ones ,~.ill s uddenly be snatcl1ed a,;,a.y to l&ave business, 

school, social.,. and i'Wllily lire paralyzed. This is all due t.o a mis­

conception of t.iatthev 24,40-42. This passaj e t eaches one thing, if' it 

t eachea anything - namely, tl!.a.t when Jesus comes there rdll be a ti1&al. 

separ .;i.tion bat\'leen t ile saved und the unoaved. It does not t ee.ah a 

oecret rapture.56 It seems apparent that P.remillenn1alists t wi s t .pas­

suges tba.t s peuk: of Cbrist•s "coming" to-r His eu.inte a t the last day, 

t o suit t heir position. Thoy seek to relJ t e the psssage of l These. 

4 , 13-17 with l:tatthew 24, 40-42 and s~ t ho saints 11111 be _snatchea avq 

fro~ tis e~rth f or about seven yearo, while a s upposed tribulati on . 
period scourges t he world. Thi s vie\"I i s said to be supported by t he use 

of tb.."'"Ge Greek words1 "Pc.l.l"Ousia.11 , nApokalupsis", an 11Epi r..lume1an. The 

i'i1•st G1--eek word applies to the secret coming 0£ Christ to the air • or• 

His saints (the r apture), ..:nd the two other wo.rds t o tl1e visible coming 

of Chriat •with• His ::;H.ints to tne earth (co.lDl:IO~ called t be Revelation.) 

Realizing t hat Scripture use& t l ese terms i ~tercbangeably, Clulrles F~in­

berg donies this argUaOent for distinguishing between rapture and revelationl 

Instead ho s tates that the secret coming was never knom1 1n the Old Testa­

ment, but t,he visible coming 0£ Chris t to judgment is mentioned in bothJ 

Chriot will ~pr,ear to t he Church · a Bridegroom, Lord .md Hea., , an1.i to 

Israel int.he Revelation Jlo will oome ao Xing.57 Feibberg does nothing 

58. Kempin A.J., op. cit. P• 29 
57. l"e1Dbe1-g, Chas., op. cit. P• 207 


