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distinction between Christ's Hingdom and His Church. They say thet
when Christ came first to est.blish Hig kingdom, the Jews rejccted it.
But because He hud prosised thew the kingdom, He had to keep His word.
It would zeem thut Christ then was satisfied to sotablish the Chureh
for the Gentile, until the tlme would be ripe to give the Kingdos to
the .Te'.'rs.ss
The Premiilemnicligts i‘iml_ in Serl ture = v.st quantity of pro hecy
concerning the Lond Jesus Christ which fulls into two groups; those which
present Him as the suffering wmd rejected liessich, our Redeemer; unr those
which vividly portray him a: couing in pover and great glory to restore
divine governmeant in the earth, with Himsolf as ruler over all nations,.
Making clear distinction between these descriptions, the Premillennialists
aceribe one kind of proshacy to Chrict ag the FRedeemer and in thot office
of Iliz He becomes the Heoad of the Church; the other prophcey tliey ascribe
to His rule on earth alfter His cecond coming. When the 01d Testament
gpeaks of Christ's coming to rule, the Premillonnialists forget that Christ
hed not as yet made His first egpearance; they sscribe these prophecies to
the end of hictory, to Christ's personul eartily rule. They say, however,
that during toe time bestween tie twoe comings of Christ Ged will provide for
the Gentile znd the Jew who accepts Christ. This provision of God is the
Church. it the rejecticn of the kingdom by Israel, Christ gove immediately
the future Church, iatt. 16,17.18. This view is held by Barnhouse. FHe
also confesses, "There is only one Church und there is only cne way to get
into it. The one Church is composed of &ll those who put their whole trust

in nothing less than the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ aa their

35. Peck, Arthur Clormont, "Chri:st!s Return", p.25. "The Jeis...failed
to comprehend that redemption had to precede their elevation to world
rulership; also, th t they were then unfit to adsinister wisely the auth-
ority which that great distinection would confer.?
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ovn personal &avlor.“ss Thlis, indeed, is a fine confession of faith,
and very orthodox. Yet even such falth does not prevent Barnhouse from
formulating his own theory about Chrict'sz kingdom and distinguishing it
irom the Church. Tie Premillennialists 11 believe that the Chureh is
primarily the communion of Gentlle believers and a few Jews, while the
Ringdos of Cnrist wus given by God to the Jews as natural descendants
of Abrahamn «nd Isaac.

Ii the kingdon is for the Jews, what part do the Jews play in the
estublishment of the kingdom? 4.C. Peck answers this thus: "The Church
will be gathered out of tie Gentiles, the Jews not debarredi. lhoever

37

believes in Christ is eligible.n At the estublishuent of the kingdom

by force, the "Jews will accept Christ — they will recognize Him by the
scurs Ho bears irowm the wounds of the croseg to whieh they sent Him.“sa
Forgetting what Seripture says about coming to Christ through the Gozspel,
the Premililennialists believe that the Gospel will cease to be the agency
for bringing men to Christ when Christ returns in glory. OChrist will then
not guather togethor lils Church on earth, for they will have been taken to
filme But there will still be the Jews to be brought by other mesng. In
tine millenmnium the Jew will recognize Christ by His power and authority.
By teoaching that doctrine the Premillenniulists pervert the Vord of' God
whiech teaches that the true members of the Church of God alone will be
saved, those that have been brought to Christ in this life. Scripture
iteelf arfirms that, ™ihogoever believeth in ze should not perish," John
5,165 "Falth cometii by hearing, and hearing by the ¥ord of God." Ac-

cordiug to Seripture man comes to Christ in faith only by the Word of God,

36« Barnhouse D-G., OPe cit. p-l?g
37. Peck A.C., op. cit. p.65
88. Ibid. p.23
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By amisunderstanding the Scristural coucept of the Ki';agv.lam of God
and of Christ, the Premillennialists misinterpret the gathering oi the
Church, the spirituul Israel; thsy misapply the prophecy conceraing the
House of Duvid; they misunderstand 'the elect of Israel'!; they misine
terpret the prophecies conceraning the establishing of Christlis Church
on earths and they designate the terus 'latter days! and 'in those days!
to mean the millennial kingdox when Soripture clearly shows them to
mezn the New Testament sge. The Prewmillennialists deny the Seriptural
toeaching that the Church is the Hingdom of Christ in reality. TFeinberg
claimgs "The Kingdom of heaven is the earthly sphere of the kingdom of
God, and is visible and outward. The Church is a part of the kingdowm of
heaven in its aystery form."sg In giving tie Premillennigl position on
the menmbership of the kingdom, Feinberg states that the Church is only
a part of the great kingdoum, the kingdom of Goi, which too is heavenly
insofar as the kingdom of God is invisible. Bubt in its relationship to
the Kingdom of Christ, Feinberg says, the Church will not bs a part of
it (uader His rule), but it will rule with Christ. In reality then, the
members of the Kingdom will be those to whom the Kingdou was prosised,
the Jews. One misintersretation of Seripture invariably leads to another;
one false teaching breeds others. This is evidenced in the Chiliustic
teaching. In deaying the sgiritual character of the Kinzdom of Christ,
they deny the spiritual character of Israel wiwere Scrinture teaches it,
Feinberg makes tils distinetions "It is proper to speak of believing
Jews =nd believing Gentiles as Abrahants epirituul seed (=o Paul desig—

nates them in Galntians 3), but spiritusl Israelites sre believing Jews
cnnls'.""‘o : He, with all the Premillennialists cdeny that Seripture makes

39. Feinberg 6., op. cit. p.194
40. Ibid. p.185




no distinction betweon a belicving Jew or a belicving Gentile, thut
they are all Israel il they trust in Christ. Inste .d, according to
Premillennial prineciples, Seripture distinguishes between thoue in
the nation of Ierael who are unbelievers, Abriham's natural seed, and
those of Isruel whoe are believers, the gpiritu.l geed of .n'bre:-.i-mm.u
Then in detail, TFeinberg gives the Premillenni:zl logic in believing
that the 'Israel! mentioned in the New Tesbtament and the 'Church! can-
not be identiiied. He lists the arguments thet emeh have diiferent
kinds of birth, one physical und the other sviritual; each his a 4Air-
ferent, head, euch differeant covenunts; Israel is found in t‘n't.: 0ld and
Hew Testamenta, the Church only in the Hew. But, firally, at Christ's
coming, Israel is to be wade mombers of the kingdom — "As to the king-
dom reign, the nation Israel will be subjects of the King; the Church,
His Bride, will reign with Him as co-:eigners."“ Thus the misunder=
standing ol the councept of 'Kingdom of Chrigt! develops the falge toach—
ing thot the unbelieving Jews will be mewmbers of Christlc kingdom, called
not by the Gospel message of Christls vicarlous atonement, but forced
to believe whon they see His aluighty power. The Church als? loses its
purpese and egspence in the Premillennisl system, because it i= no longer
the body of Christ, subject to lim, serwadts of the Great King, but she
becoses co-reigner with Him,.

A1l Premillennialist: teach that primerily the Kingdom wnd membership
in the i{g_pgdom belong to the Jew, un a natural descendant of Abrahen,
It should be noted here that the Dispensationalist goes even farther in

placing emphasis on the lusportance the Jews have in God's plins. Ia their

¢l. Ibid. p..'.I.BG
42. Ibid. p.188
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official writings they proclaim theat Divine gruce wus upon Isrzel as

& nation; Jehovah redeemed thei as & nztion unto Himgelf both by blood
and power; and Israel remains a redecwed nation through 211 history.
Thus the redecmed nation became Jehoveh's abiding treaBUre.43 se0.Gaeb=
elein gives full assent to this in the Digpensationaul maguzine, ®Qur
flope." He writes:

"Jdentified with Christ, individually, and called oy His nume,
gtands Israsl eollectively, in His whole lesslanic work and king—
dome. HNelther acts without the other. The Pentateuch propheecies
refer chiefly to the people. The kesslanle Psalns emphasize the
King, the Kingdom, an: the Priest. Isaizh dwells upon the pro-
phetic charucter of Israel; Zzekiel dlsplayr the priestly; Daniel
reveals the kingly; Zechariuh blends all in one. Old Testament
prozhecy knows no other subjects of discourse than these, I:srael,
liesslah, and the Nations. s to the kingdom, Isruzel had it, under
the 01d Testament, in its outward forms the Gentiles have it under
the New Testament; in its inward formj; in the age to come, Jeus
and Gentiles together, shzll huve it, both forms in one, one king-
dom of iessiah, spiritual, visible and glorious, witih Israel still
the central people, the prelude of t'ﬁ Hdew Jerusalem and the na=
tions walking in its light forever."m

Isracl is the center of Christ's rule, the kingdom is Israells; and

with such teaching the hope of the Church is aestroyed - the trust in
God's averlasting Gospel is turned to a Jewish hopes The Dispensa-
tionulist mskes eternal glory tor the Jew dependent only on his eternal
election, an< their service to God. Dr. Engélder in this point guotes
the dispensationzlist, Frost: "He will make salvation possible by
consumating zll that the past prouised aund the present secures, enjoining
faith with works and constrzining men to vorship Christ as they see Him
in a1l the splendor of His being end reign.’® In the words of 0.7, Allis,
the uuthor of "Prophecy and the Church", Mien are to be saved apparently

by obedience to the King «nd not Ly trust in the Savior."46

43, Chafer L., "Dispensationalisu® in Bibliotheca Sacra, Wol. S5, p.4ll

44. Gaebelein, Dur !IOpe", VO].. 49’ :'io- B' p.GBO

45, Engelder Theo, "Dispensationslism Disparaging tie Gospel,M in
Concordia Theological konthly, Vol. VIII, p.656

46' Ibid. —.p.656



If the Prewmillennialists bhad the rigit understanding of what
Seripture says concerning Israel of the Hew Testament and the rela—
tion this Israel has to the Old Testament Israel, its relation to the
Church and Christ's Kingdom, they would see that their present teach-
ings have no true foundation. Who is the Israel mentioned in the lew
Testament in connection with 'the truc seed of Abrabam?? St.Puul says
in the ninth chapter of Komons, verse 6: "They are not ell Israel,
which are of Israel. Neither because they are the sead of Abraham, are
they cll children; but in Isanc shell thy seed be called. That is, they
which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God:
but the children of the promise are counted for the seed." The promise
of God's r.-mrcy., of forgivenegs of sins, of eternal life is given to all
who trust in Christ's atonement, "For whoscever shall call ugzon the name
of the Lord shu!l be saved," Rom, 10,13. These believers are the children
of Israel. The 0ld Testament a.tt.f.‘:i.rms this. Jeremioch tellg how all be-
lievers together shall walk before God., Jeremiah had been sent to prea ch
the coming of the kingdom to Judah and Israel, Israel had become pagan;
ghe had mized with Gentile nations, =0 that sl.xe could hardly be recognized
as a nation. Judah was wicked, corrupt, and had forzottea zbout God.
Jeremlch was gont to these people to preach repentancoe; God wunted them
for His own, if they would only repentl In chapter 3 of Jeremiah, God
tells the children of Judah of the Wew Testament Church, deseribes the
days wher; Christ would fuliill the promises spoken of hims
vel8. "ind it shall come to pass, wien ye be multiplied and in-
creased in the land, in those days, saith the Lord, they shall say
no more, The ark of the covenant of the Lord, neither shall it come

to mind; neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it;
neither shall that be done auy more. At that time shall they call
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Jerusalem the throne of the Loixd; and all the nations
shall be gathered uato it, to the name of the Lord; to
Jeruselem, neither shall they walk any more after the
imagination of their evil heart. In those days the house
of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel.”
In Jeremiah 51,31 God tells the Jews that they would receive a new
covenant, not the old covenant of the Ark, but the covenant given und
sealed in Christ. This is the new covenunt of which Paul spezis both
to the Corinthians and to the Galatians. 7"If any man put on Christ,
he ip a new creature." 2 Oor. 5,17; Wror in Christ Jesus neither cir-
cumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new erezture,n
Gal. 6,15,
We arrive at this conclilslon by going to the elear sections of Scrip-
ture that spsaks of the same subject. G.B. Fletcher considers it to be
a very essentizl principle thut he "begin with Him Uho is the Light of the
Tiorld;#n other words to bsgin with tie study of the Hew Teztawent, and go

back intc the OLd Testament with the light of the Ne'.v."'w

So thut the
Gospel 1s not disparaged, nor is the Church membership obtained by aay
other meang thun by the Gospel,nor that any other teaching of Christ is
contradicted in the 014 Teutament, certain factors must be remembered.
The New Testament spreads light on 0ld Testament interpretation. The
Jewish economy was a prefiguration of Christ!s church uand kingdom. For
example, tﬁa.minist-ry of liopes was "lfor a t-eatimony of thoze things
which were to be spoken after" namely, under the gospel (Heb. 5,5)- that
the law had 2 shadow of thiugs to come (Heb. 10,1) und that the body or

substance of that shadow is Christ (Col. .'1‘.,2!.'7).4'8

47. Fletcher G-B.’ OPe cit. p-41
48, Ibid. p-ﬂ.




wen@iow’

Uﬁdersband:lne: the clcar pussages of the New Testament on tlie same
subject, we caa understand more clearly the Old Testauent meening of
kingdon and Ieorael as they typify the Church. The kingdom prophesied
in the 01d Testument was to be ziven to the Jews. But the Jews rejected
Christ, the King. It is certuiu, then, that tie Juws rejected the king-
dom. The Hew Testament reveals, too, that the Jews as a nation had also
been rejected, Matt. 2l,45: "Thereifore say I unto you, The Xingdom of
God shall be taken from you,"; I Thess. 2,18: "The wrath is come upon
then to the utbermost." Bubt if <1l Israel is to be saved, zs St.Paul
says in Rom. 11,25.26, this must mean all gpiritual Israel, for Isaiah
1,22 conf'irms, "a remnant of them shall be converted." How then can it
be determined from Scripture what is meant by the spiritval Isrsel? St.
Paul explains that concept in his 4th chapter to the Romanss "For tie
romise, that he should be the heir of the world, wzs not to Abrkham, or
to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of fzith."
Paul says again: "He is not a .'l"ew which is one outwardly...but he is a ,
Jow which is one lnwardly," Rom. 2,%8.29. Thus the members of tie house
of Isrsel are those who in faith accept Jesus as their Savior. Scripture
tells of no other way by which Jow or Gentile can enter Christ!s kinzdom.

This kingdom is the Church, not bullt up of any earthly nation, but
a Church built up of believers. The believers are to bs brought in by
the Gospel of Christ "which shkall be presched to all nations, unto the
uttermos-t. part of the earth, Liatt. 28,1é. Allls quotes this paussage as
& "pointed rebuke to the bigoted nationzlism of the Jews, und also a
solenn reminder that Jesus had Himself gone to the Samaritans and preached

this:world,-embracing gospel to i.hem."g The Jews as a nation were not to

49. mis OUT.’ nmphecy and the omrch", p.lss
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receive the Kingdom. inyone who believed the Gospel of the Kingdou,

who would a.cept Jesus us His Savior was a member of the Xingdowm. But
this was nothing new. Jercmizh h.d alreudy prophesied that when be said,
WAt that time .they shall cull Jorusalem the throme of the Lowd, .nd all
the nations shall be gathered unto it," 5,17. When tihe prophets of God
speak oi' "the lust dgys," the deys "hereafter" they mecan the whole era,

. or period, of the Hew Testawent times. The mountain of the house of the
Lord is the Christian Church (compare with this passage Is. 26,165 1
Poter 2,6-8; iatt. 21,42; Eph. 2, 19ff) to which many naticons shall come

by being converted to the living God, Acte 28,17 ff.so

The Church is

pictured in the book of iicah, the fourth chapter, "But in the last days

it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall

be established in the top of the mounitains, and it zhall be exalted above

the hills, and people shall flow uato it." That this prophecy reiers

alone to the Church is in full agreement with Scripture, Kaltthew Hendy!'s

interpretation of liicahl!s prophecy is also that it rofers to the Church;

that the cimrch of God will be set up in the world, aiter the deztruction

of the Jewish church, =nd thie in the last days (New Testament era). The

people of God will have a new charter, a new estzblishing of thelr spiritual

worghip; there will be made provision for the enlarzing and establishing

of the kingdom of Christ among mea better than had becn mude by the 0ld

Testament constitution.s:l'
These paragraphs have shown that Christ's kingdou i1s the Church, which

will spread the Gospel of the world!s Savior, ever bringing men to that

Savior uantil &t Christ's sccond coming in glory the Church shall be forever

with Him. Then shall the end of =1l else come,

50. Heerboth L.A., "The killennium and the Dille®™, p.16
51, Henry, iMatthew, Commentary, Vol. IV, p.1517-1318.
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V. The Premiliennialist's Kingdom is Future,

of a Thousand Years on Rarth.

Serinture tegehes that wien Christ returns in glory, He will
gather the members of lids Kingdouw, thac is, «ll believers, to Himself.
On this last aay, when He coaes, all unbelievers will be judged and
gent to their doom and 21l bellevers, the dead beiny raised, will live
with Christ in eternity. This is all that Seri.ture says of the events
leading ug to the 'last auye.' Bub the Premillennialists have theixr owm
thieory concerning the Vlast day.! Ve shell discuss brieily tihe YMevents?
woich the Premillennlalists iusert inte God's plan of tue Yiast things!t,
as they efi'ect or ure relatsd to the Kingdou of Christ. The Premillen-
nialists tucuselves are nob ia full agreement as to the seguence of
evenis, beé.tusu cach interpretor must insert each event propghesied in
Revelation in the order in wuich he hiugolf hag interpreted tie puisage
aud zccording to the entire picture of Revelation as he conceives it.
Hor are the Premillennialisits all agreed as to the number of juiguents
or resurrections. The “oveats! taught by the Premillennialists ares

l. The rapture

2. The resurrecticas

5. Ierael inheriting its own land

4. The binding of Satan

be 1'he coming of the Antichrist

6. The loosing of Saten for a 1little while
7. The judguonts

vwe will show how the misconception of Chri:stts spiritual ikingdom can lead
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to these fantastic theories.
The Rapture

Before Christ will actually estublish lis kingdom of a thousand
yeusrs duration, there will be, the Premillennialists believe, a secret
rapture .52 The secret rapture theory teaches that Christ will descend
from heaven to "the air," raise the righteous dead .nd translate the
living saints, who will be caught away to the "secret chamber®, there
to remain with Christ for a period of approximately seven years. Of
this so-callea secret rapture neither the waiting Churci, nor the world
is to have & moment'!s warning, the saints beiug aware of it by their
heavenviard flight, and the world by the degarture of the "missing ones,”
The Premillennialists say that the rapture concerns the Churech and that
titis is taught in Scri ture. Barnhouse'!s belief conceraing this theory iss

"Today our Lord is in heaven. The new body, the Church, being
called out of the world. We wait for our Lord from heaven wio
shall take us to Himselfl before returning to this earth to con-
sunnute every promise and plan which He has formed for His earthly
pevple, and to estuolish His kingdom through power, over all the
exrth.”

It is evident that Blackstone agrees with Barnhouse concerning the rapture,
for he says, "hen the Church will be taken up, caught up."s4= Nor is
A.C.Pexck!s theory any different from the views of Barnhouse and Black—-
stone. Peck tells what will hoppen at the time of the raptures "The
Church is the salt of the earth,.. fhen it is removed, '.nd Setan znd his
angcls make thelr appesrance among men, every quiescent power of sin in

Satan, his angels, demons .nd men, will break forth intc ungoverned rage.'ss

52. Hunter J.J., "Thy Kingdom Come," in Christain Faith and Life, p.287
VO].. 45.

53. Barnhouse, D.G., Ope Cit. p.185.

54. Blackstone Wm.,"Jesus is Coming," p.85

56+ Peck A.C., Op. cit. p.84
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A.T. Kempin gives his reply to the thoorics of the Premillennialists:
"Peachers of the milleanium give free play to their imagination when
they speal: of this fanciful rapture. They wax eloquont in describing
how saved loved ones will suddenly be snatehed away to leave business,
school, social, and family life paralyzed. This is all due to a mig-
conception of iatthew 24,40-42, This passaje teaches ome thing, if it
teaches anything - namely, that when Jesus comes there will be a fiual
separation between the saved and the unsaved. It does not tezeh a

secret raptura.s6

It seems apparent thut Premillennialists twist pag-
sages that speak of Christ's "coming" for His suints at the last day,

to suit their position., They seek to relate the passage of 1 Thess.

4, 15-17 with Matthew 24, 40-42 and say the saints will be enatched away
froa this earth ior about seven years, while a supposed tribulation

period scourges tne world. This view is said to be supported by the use
of three Greek words: "Pzrousia", Wipokalupsis", ant "Epighaneia®. The
first Greek word applies to the secret coming of Christ to the air 'ior!
His saints (the rapture), u«nd the two other words to the visible coming

of Christ 'with! His saints to the earth (comiuonly called the Revelation.)
Realizing that Seripture uses tiese terms icterchangeably, Charles Fein-
berg denies this argusent for distinguishing between rapture and revelationl
Instead he states that the secret coming was never known in the 0ld Testa-
ment, but the visible coming of Christ to judgment is mentioned in bothj
Christ will sppear to the Church as Bridegroom, Lord :und Head, and to
Israel in the Revelation He will come as King.57 Feihberg does nothing

56. Xempin A.J., Op. cit. p. 29
57. Feinberg, Chas., op. cit. p. 207




