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THE KINGDOL OF CHRIST WITH SPHCIAL

REFERFNCE TO PRELMILLEGUI LIS
I. Historiecal Backgzround

Chiliasm hag always beon taught in the Church by individuals and
particular groups, but it has never been taught as the orthodox faith
oi' tha Church. There arc some today who hold to Chiliasm beczuse they
believe that the early Christiacn Church advanced the chiliastic argu-
ments. Dr. West in his History of the Premillenarian Doctrins claims
that "a true Christian Chiliasm wue the orthodox f.ith of the prizitive

Church in its purest days.nt

Wle want to show in introdueing this paper
that the Church in the [irst three centuries of its history did not be-
lieve in a millennixl kingdom of Christ on earth; in fuct, it admonished
and denounced those who did advocute such a teachinges In sketching this
brief outline of the development of Chiliasm, the a .thor used the material
of two men.® According to C.i. Briggs, there werc three grouss of Chri:ztian

virlters from the first three centuries of church history that opposed the

chiliastic teaching, The earliest Christian writers, the ipostolic Fathers,

1. Quoted by C.A. Briggs, "Origin and History of Premillenarianiem,?
Lutheran Quarterly, Vol. 9, p.208.

2. The hi:ztoric:l material was provided by C.A, Briggs, Profecsor in
Union Theological Seminary, New York: Lutheran (uarterly, Vol.9, p.208 ff.
V.i. iMennicke, Reescville, Wisconsin, presented valuztle information con-
cerning early Chiliasts und several schools of leurning during the first
three centuries: Concordis Theological Lonthly, Vol:l3.
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leave no indication that they believed the doetrine of & millennial
kingdom, or the thousand yeur reign of Christ on eurth. The three chief
representatives among thosc writers are Clement of Rome, Polycarp of
Smyrna, aznd Ignatius of iAntioch. In all their writings thece church fa=-
thers recognize Christ as their king and His kingdom as spiritualj and
all they desire is that they depart and be with Him. They leave no source
which might be used as foundation for an idea of an esurthly kingiom of
Curist.S
Nor do other writings froi the second ceantury of church history show
any definite traces of Chillasm. From this period we have numerous writ—
ings of' the second rank, generally listed with the works of the apostolic
f.thers. But only two of these might be interpreted az coatzining millen-

nialistic teachings. One is the Pastor of Hermas; the other the Doctrine

of Addai. From the short quotutions from Briggs wo can readily see these

exhibit an entirely different type of cschatology from that t.:-'hich leoads to
Chilizsme These men in their writings look for u sipeedy advent of Christ,
and in connection with it, <« universal resurrection and o general judgment.
They loy stress upon the blessedness of depuarting from this world to be
with Christ, not upon the advent of Christ to be with His people in this
world,

Other writinrgs uuotedl by tie apostolie rithers do contiin millennisl-
istic passages, but they were not uritten by the fathers. These writings
are, Jewish apocryphal literature and apocelypses, IV Ezra, the Book of
Jubilees, the Assumption of Hoses, the Apoculypse of Baruch, the Ascension

8., Papias, however, introduced the Chiliastic error. BEusebius, the great
church historian qguotes him as followss "There will be a Millemnium after
the resurrection of the dead, when the personal reign of Christ will be es-
tablished on this earth." C.A. Briggs, op. cit. p.217
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of Isaiah and the Babylonian Talmud. DBut because none of these belong to
the Seripiure canon, they cunnot be suificient proof th.t the early church
used them to set forth sany kind of Chliliasm,

There 1s a second group of Christi.n writers from the first three
ccnturies, called the Apologists, who objected to the chiliastic theory.

Of these Apologists, Justin liartyr ic regarded by modern Chiliists as an
advocate of the millennial doctrine. That he is regarded as such is no
doubt due to the fact th.t his teaching on eschatology wis so differsnt
from the generzl te.chiug of the Church, This different belief mzy have
one of two possible explunations. Either he had his own individual belief
concerning thevthousand years! mentioned in Revelation XIX; or the teaching
which is attributed to him had been inserted by some other writer. Hever=
theless, we do not have sufficient information to decide which is the case,
but we believec there is not sufficient proof for the Premlilienaricn argument
thet the early Christi.n Church, during the {irst three centuries, taught a
Chiliustic doctrine.

The thiri group of writers is the Ante-Nicene Fathers, who lived nezr
the close of the thin;l century. Among these some very influential men seem
to have been advocates of Chiliazsm. One of these was Irenceus, :ith regard
to Irenacus, V.L. liennicke believes that a critical investigation of his
writings would lead us to think that the chiliaztic statements ascribed to
Iren=zous are nothing more th n free guotations from Papi«s and Justin l.i.-.rtyr.!
Another great theologian, Tertullian, accepted the theory of a millennium,
He was an advoc«te of kontaniem, a reactionary movement against the increusing

worldliness and disciplinary laxity of the Church. Christians were to sever

4. V.i. jiennicke, "lotes on History of Chiliasm", Concordia Theological
Hont-hlv’ Vol. 15, polgg




all worldly tles and prepare for the final consusmation. This theory

of Montanisi stood for the rankest Chiliasm. ind it gained followers

frou among the organized -Church; egpecially frou the churches in Asia
illnor, Southern Gaul, and Africa, where Tertulliun becuuwe very influential,
But the Church herself condeuned the movement. Claudius Apollinaris,
bishop ol Phrygia, opposed it immediately after it was born. He called
together what was probubly: the earliest Provincizl Smord to condenn the
churches of Asia which were accepting Liontanism. Thus Chiliass in any
form was not re.zcognizeu.i by the early Church. Origen rebuked the Chiliasts
vary sharply, and Dionysius the Great, 190-264, assembled a synod at Arsinoe
to stawp out Millenarlanisw once and for all in Fgypt. Finally, in the
most potent influenc¢ in the early Ghurch, the school of Alexandria, we
Tind no traces of Chiliasm. From this we might readily conclude that
Chillasin was not accepted as & dogma of the Church.

#illeniricnism not only never entered into any of the cree's of the
Church, but on the other hand vm.s. condemned by the Augsburg Coafession
(Article VIII), the Swigs Confession (Article XI), and by the orginal art—
icles oi' the Church of England in these words: "They that go about to
renew the fable of hereties called Liillinnarii be repugnant to Holy Scripimres,
and cast themselves into a Jewish dotage" (Article XLI). The Second Helvetic
: Confession is also very strongly wordedj the article on Judgment containg
this sentence: M"ioreover, we reject the Jewish dreams that thers will be
before the day ol juugment a golden age upon the earth and that the plous

will take i:osaession of the kingdoms of tne world, after their ememies, the

unzodly, have been subdued", The leading Reformers - Savonarols, Huss,
Luther, ijelanchthon - were utterly hostile to the Chiliastic views of the




men that bhela them in the early period of Church hisiory, szni Calvin in
his Institutes, Vol. II, Book IYI, chapter 25 says: "Not losng ai'ter the
days of Paul arose the Millennariuns who limited the reign of Christ to
a thousand years. Their fiction is teo pusrile to reguire or deserve
refutution.n 5

Jobann ilbrocht Bengel (d. 1752) has been called tie father of modern
Premillenariunism, but about a century later « uew lorm of premillennialism
vas introduced by J.H. Darby (1800-1882), e Premillennizlism wedded to
Dispensationalism. The new views of Premillennialism were popularized by
the Scoi'ield Refercnce Bible. During the first aad second World lars -uch
Chiliastic teaching was advanced by those who interpreted these wers as
s;igns pointing to the end of time and Christ's porsonal, physical reign on
earth. iin. Blackstone was one of these. In these modern times J.i. Seiss
wag another who gave impetus to the spreud of Philiasm.

Premillennialisi opposed to Postuillennialism

Until the luth century the Chiliasts held: For 1000 years through
Christian sgencies the Gospel will re.ch through the entire world and be-
cons even more eiffective than at present. During tiis time the Jews will
he converted. Christ will rage war with <11 hic enemies. Then finally
Christ will come. Therc will be the general resurrection, the judgment,
the destruction of the world by iire, the revelation of the new heaven and

8

the new earth. Phis 1s known as Yost-millennialism, because Christ is

5. These guotations from he various confessions were taken from the book-
let by George B. Fleicher, "The killemnium", p.20-21.
6. Concordia Cyclopedia, p.l128.




said to return for the judgment ufter (post) the millennium. Since

the 19th century some Chiliauts have taught a different theory knowm =8
Pre-millennialism, because Christ is said to return before (pre) the
millennium {or judgwent. Their theory is as follows: At some time after the
antichristien agost;ay Christ will suddenly appear .nd will personzlly begin
His 1000 year reign ut Jerusalem. aAfter the 1000 years  there will be the
finel apostasy for a short timej; the resurrection of the wicked und their
judgment at the lust day; the condemmation; the finul consummation; .nd the
new heavens and the new e.rth. fFe shall restrict ourselves to Premillen-
nialism in its conmonly accepted definition, numely: the teaching that

Chrlst will return to ecrth to establich & wisible kingdom here on earth.

The exponents oi this theory uare upparently divided in their te.chingj they
hold varicus views concerning the secuence of events and the number of resur-
rections. But they are agreed in their concept of the 'kingdom! of Christ,
2s distinguished from the 'kingdom! of God, The theme of this paper is:

The kingdow of Christ and the kingdom of G d are identical. Its purpose is
to snow that the Premillennizl theory concerning the kingdom of Christ is not

Seriptural.




II. The distinction the Premillenniclists mike betweon

tthe kingdom oi God' zna the 'kingdom of Christ!

In the mind of the Premillenni.list, the term tkingdom!, as Scripture
uses the term, implies two entirely different realms, tie kingdom of God
and the kingdom of Christ or of heaven, Tho kingdom of God 1s th .t kingdom
in which God bty His omnipotence rules all things here in time. The kinzdom
of Christ is that kingdom yet to be established in the millennium in which
Christ will rule the eurth togethe:é with all His saintse. That these two
kingdois are to bs clearly distinguished is tauvght by Donald Grey Barnhouse,
probubly on of the bvest knovm Premillennialists of this century. Some of
his rezsons for accepting this view of a twoiold kingdom, and the reisons
which other men like Barnhouse set forth, will be discussed briefly in the
following. Barnhouse's theory of the twe kingdoms is based on the passage,
John 1,11: "His own received Him not, but as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the Sons of God, even to theu that believe on lis
name." It scems apparent to Barmhouse thut the kingdom which Christ wanted
to set up, the kingdom prophesied by all the prophets, was rejected by
Christ's people; therefore He postponed thut kingdow and substituted for it
Gospel hope which was to be given to the Gentiles also. Barnhouse tells us,
"And He came only s the Jewish lessiah could come to that people. Then
soumething occurred which changes the whole picture. Now lle or'fers the

7 But even though Christ oifers the

Gospel 'To as many as received Himtv,
Gogspel of forgiveness of sins to &ll men, He does not forget the message

of the kingdom which He had intended to set up. Barnhouse insists that such

7. Barnhouse, D.G.,"HIs Own Received Him Not, But.¥.p.l5.
PIr1 RLARE MEMOURIAL LIBRAKY
GONCOROIA ;-‘-[":"n[fNAR)’

ST. LOUIS, M.




is the case: "II it be thought for a momeni that Jesus cuce only to die,

without mnkiz;g an honest offer of the Kingdom to Israel, how will you ex-

plain the ministry of John the forerunner?"® John had come to offer the
kingdom to the Jews, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of he-:.ven@s at hand, |
Hatte 3,1-2. Jesus bad explained the character of this kingdom in the |
serson on the mount. But according to lBarnhouse's explanation, the Jews
did not want such a kingdom. And because they did not want it, Jesus
should postpone it until He would come again,

But what does Barnhousé do with such passages that :peak of a l;ing-
dom which is 'at hand'? Is that a different kingdom? Barnhouse says it
is. He holds thut Scripture in describing this kingdom spesaks of the
kingdom of God, not the kingdom of Christ or of heaven. TWhen Scripture
means the kingdom of Christ it calls it the kingdom oi' heiven, the king-
dow which Christ would set up; and when it specks of the kingdom of God,
it says the kingdom of Gode. And this kingdom is entirely <different from
Christis kingdoms "The Kingdom in view heré is not the Kingdow: that had
been prophesied, but un aspect of God!s <dealings which h.d been hidden
from man until now God was ready to reve:zl Hls purpose to wen.m 9

From these quotations we learn th.t Barnhouse believes that Seripture
speaks of two different kingdoms beczuse the Jews rejected Chrizt?s king-
dom und were given another in its place until Christ would establish His
own in due time. Butbt the Premillennial;l.sts advance other arguments. They
hold thut the times described in the New Testzment do not seem to harm—

onize with that blessed kingdom wuhich the prophets deseribe in the 0ld

8. Barnhouse B.G., OPDe cit. p.lB-.
9. Barnhouse Doy OD» cit. p.l? .




Teztament. S.lH. Kellog, of the Dailas Theological Seminary presents
this argument:

"premillennialistes affirm that the advent precedes the promised
earthly triugph of' the Gospel. This proposition they support by
a great variety of Scripture proof, the most of which may be sumued
up in the ccmprehensive affirmation th.t the representation which
the Seriptures of the lew Teutament give of the character and his—
tory oi the psriocd between the first und the second advents is such
ag to exclude the possibility within ite limits any sucik happy
stute of things as the Old Testament prophets predict in connection
with liessizh's reign. They urge that whereas the 0ld Testament
predictions of the kingdom of Christ sre universalistic in their
character, the New Testament presentations of the pericd before the
second advent arc the opposite of thisj thit where the forier tell
us of 'all nationg! serving and obeying the Chrizt of Ged, the New
Tostament tells us that whereas 'many are called, few chosen! and
represents this state of things us continuing through thalsia-
pensation till the marriago feast is set. (kutt. 22,2-14)

. According to Kellog'!s belief .nd definition of Premillennialistic
teaching, God in Old Testament times pictured a very hapoy kingdom in
which Christ would reign; but Christ turned to the Gentiles when the
Jews rejected this kingdoms. This kingdom is yet to come, because Old
Testament prophecy demands it, and lew Testament history knows of no
such kingdom.

Barnhouse, Kollog «nd the entire Premillenniuiistic group arrive
at these views because they demind a literal interpretutica of the 01d
Testament prophecles concerning the Kingdom of Christ. Kellog, in his
essay on Premillennialism asks: if wie interpret the prophecies of the
life of Christ literally, thut he should be born in Bethlehem, ppor, meek,
suffering in this life, dying, then why canaot we interpret the pro—
phecies literally which tell of Christt?s glory, His eternzl kingdom,

10, Kellog S.H., "Premillennialisms Its Relation to Doctrine and
Practice," Bibliothecz Sacra, Vol. 99, No.594, p.245.




the blessedness of thut kingdom, and His coming in glory as it is

prophesied?u

Thus by literal interpretation of 0ld Testament Scrip-
ture conceraing Christ?!s kingdom, the Premillennialists come up with
two distinct kingdoms, the kingdom of Christ, and the kingdom of Cod.
Vie dare not say that the Premillennialists interpret Scripture

arbitrarily without any rules of hermeneuties. Charles Feinberg out-
lines their principles of interpretation. "The first general principle
of all sound hermeneutics iz to ianterpret gramatically."n Eilligan
in his "Is the Kingdom Age at Hand" says: "The only szuie and infzllible
rule for the interyretation of Seripture 1s the Eeripiure itself. nl5

Tor t.iis Feinberg quotes 2 Peter: ™io prophecy of tihe scripturs is of

any private interpretation.m But with reference to the kingdom of Christ

Feinborg insists on a literal interpretation: "In the iatersretation of
prophecy that huis not yet been fulfilled, those prophecies which have
been fulfilled are to form the patiern...the only way to know how God

will fulfill prophecy in the future is to uscertain how He has done it

in the pust. 41l the propheccies of the sufiering llessiah were literally

fulfilled in the first advent of Christ. We have no rezson to believe

that the predictions of a glorified aund reigning iessiah will be brought

to pass in any other ma.nnur."14 Feinberg then sums up their whole principle

11l. Kellog S.H., oOp. cit. Vol.99, Ho.595, p.566 g
12, Feinberg C., "Premillennialism or Amillemnialism®, p.33

18. Milligan E.i., "Is the Kingdom Age at Hand" p.24
14. Feinberg C., op. cit. p.39




11

of interpretation with thiss

"First, all will admit th.t God intended His revelation in
prophecy to be understood us much as other parts of the Vord.
Secondly God often calls attention in iHis Viord to the literal
fulfillment of predictions which caue to pass just as fore-
told. Thirdly, the literal interpretation does not minimize
the worth of the Old Testament revelation...They do hold, that
if the language is symbolic, it is to be governed by the laws
relating to symbols; if figurative, by the laws dealing with
figures; i1f typical, by the laws connected with types; if
literal, by the laws of non-figurative speech. And EScripture

themselvers gives the key of what is metaphoricual or y'ml'»o!l.:!.c.":l'5

It seems strange th.t with such principles of interpretation
the Premillennialist should arrive at two uiff'erent kingdoms des-
cribod in Seripture. tie want to prove thut Scripture speaks of only
one kingdom, that the kingdom of Christ is the kingdom of God und
the kingdoui of heaven. In proving this we will briefly discuss our
principles of hermeneutics and interpretation of 0ld Testament pro-
phecy. By such discuzsion we hope to show where the Premillennizlists
are inconsistent in their interpretation, and where they fail to under=
stand the prophecy itself,

Dr. Theo. Laetsch, in hig class notes on Limitations of Prophecy
and Chronology, fully presents proof that the kingdom of God in the Hew
Testament is the kingdom prophecied in the 0ld Testament.}® The Pre-
millennizlists do not understand this, because tiiey do nmot umderstand
that Sceripture itself recognizes clearly certain limitations afiecting
the contents of prophecy. Some of these limitations are: Inabblity of
man's finite mind to comprehend fully the infinite, and to dezcribe in

15. ibid. p.49
168. Laetsch Theo., IV Year liimeo Notes, "Licitations of Prophecy and

Chronology, p.l=6
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adequate human lunguage & divine revelationy the prophets only saw

what God permittea them to see and cpoke only what God permitted them

to speak. 8Still another limltation was due to the time and place of

the prophets' activity. The prophets who lived in the 01ld Testament

era vere members of the Jewish nation, and God's spokesmen to & na-
tion whom God had chosen as His own and to whom He hud given a very
detailed leglslation governing their nutional, social, religious and
hosme life. Viorshipping Jehovih in a manner differing from thet in the
ceremonial law was for a Jew a sacrilege, idolatry. Since the Jews

imes no other form of God's kingdom than thit of the Jewish theocracy,
and no other form of worshiz than that preseribed in the Levitical
legislation, the prophets in describing the tines of the kessiah were
compelled by force of circumstances to speak to their fellow-Jews in
termg of the 0ld Testament prophecy. So in the HNew Test.ameni‘; Church
there would be found no uncircumcised people, Is. 52,1; the nations
would come to Jerusalem, to Zion, to the Temple, Is. 2,2.35; Jerusalem
would become the glory of all the earth, Is. §0,62. That was the only
language a Jew in the 0ld Testament could understand., But the prophets
were aware of the transitory character of the 0ld Covenant, Cessation
of tihe old Levitical worship was foretold, and in its place the estab-
lishment of a new covenant not according to the old, but . kingdom whose
ruler shall not be a mere human king like David, but though a descendant,
yot at the same time iighty God, the Everl:sting Father, Hence the pro-
phesied kingdom of the Old Testawent would comar with Chrict. 4nd ilis
kinzdom would be the very saue kingdom of which the prophets spoke in

Jewish terms.




But prophecy in the Old Testament, in addition to being limited
as to terms, is also limited as to chronology.. Dr. Laetsech apprlies
a2 term which he calls 'perspective prophecy! - viewing & grand panor-
ama of eﬁn‘bs in one picture. Eschatological prophecies in this manner
are viewed as intimately connected with the announcements of' events
occurring in the near future. Thus the Premillemnialist, ignorant of the
whole picture, place the kingdow of Christ after all human history, ex-
pecting uni'ulfilled pro:rhecy to occur beiore Christ's kingdor is estab-
lished., If we study the prophets we will sec that the udvent of the
viessiah and the dawn of the New Testament salvation is viewed together
with the end of the Babylonlan exile and the return of Babel. Actuzlly
the coming of the Messiuh came centuries later.

The Prewmillenniulist tells us that where the literal interpretation
of these 0ld Testaument prophecies concerning the kingdom is clearly de-
panded, we dure not use any other princijle than the literal. But we uust
here mention thot they forget thut where the text is not clear, or where
the context does not give us a hint as to interpretation, we must not
interpret literally if a literal interpretation would result in doctrine
contra.r:{' to that which the Bible elsewhere clearly teaches. This we shall
illustrate when we take up the discussion of Seriptures' teaching on the
Kingdom of Christ. We have already stated thit the Premillennialists
believe Scripture speaks of two distinet kingdoms, the kingdom of God,

which is God!s rule over ull creatures ,17 and the kingdom of heaven or

17. Seofield C.I., MAddresses on Prophecy", p.l05 tells us: "The
Kingdom of God includes whatever God rules over; whatever intelligerces,
in any world or in any sphere, are willingly subject to the rule of God."
Scofield is a Dispensationalist, who teaches that the world's history is
divided into 7 dispensations or ages, of which the last dispensation will
be Christ's rule on earth. fiith this view he is a Premillennialist.
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of Christ which is a visible relgn of Christ on eirth. This kingdom of
Christ is to be a material, earthly kingdom. ‘Seripture teaches that
this kingdom of Christ is the sase s the kingdom of God, or of heaven.
The most common meaning of tiie wiord 'kingdom! in the liew Testament is not
‘subjects!, 'realm!, or 'domaia'. 'Kingdom! as used by the evangelists
and apostles msans authority, power to rule, actual exercise of royal
power, performance of the rights and duties of a king.ls To i1llustrate
we cite Scripture: Rev. 17,18, Antichrist rulesi"™hus kingdom over the kinzs
of the world." The Authorized Version huis Yrelgneth," Luke 11,18, "Sa-
tands kingdom could not stand" mean:. he could not exercise hls satanie
power over mene And Luke 11,20, "The kingdom of God is come upon you"
means God's power and activity is exercised in man's welfare. In Luke
17,20.21 the rule of God is not recognized by outward signy "the kingdom
of God cometh not with observation, neither shull they say Lo, here, or
Lo therelfor behold, the kingdom of God is within you (in your midst).
We see from these passages that the New Testament kingdom comes by the
est :blishing of God's rule among usnd in men. Edersheim addss
"A review of many passages on the subject shows that, in the

Jewish mind the exprescsion 'Kingdom of leaven! reflerred, not so

much to any particulzr period, us in general tc the rule of God,

as acknowledged, manifested, and eventuully perfected, Very often

it is the ecuivelent for persconal aciknowledgezent of Gods the

taking upon oneself of the 'yoke! of 'the Kjngdom! or of the cou=-

mandments — the former preceding and conditioning the latter.nld

If the term kingdom means rule of God, bis continuous activity,

then we might conclude that the kingdom of Christ is God's rule in

man's heert. Scripture itself makes no distinction between any of these

18, dayer F.E., Proceedings of the 26th Convention oif' the Texas ‘
District, "The Kingiom of God according to the New Testament, Vol.1942,
No. 7 Pols

19 Pdersheim, "Life of Christ®, Vol. 1, p.267




terms when it speaks of the kingdom. Scripture uses the terms Kingdom
of Christ, My Kingdom, Kingdom of God und Kingdom of heaven to denote
one kingdom, the Kingdom of Christ. Fahling in his"Harmony of the
Gospels" shows thut iatthew and Luke, using different terms, mean the
sanoc k:l.ng-:icm.'?'o Matt. 15,11: "It is given unto you to know the mystar"ies

of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not;" Luke 8,10: "Unto

you it is glven to know the mysterles of the kinzdom of God,but to others
parables.” iatt. 11,11 and Luke 7,28 again use different terminology,
but refer to one kinzdom anc! who ghull be greater in the Kingdom,
katt.4,17 and Merk 1,14-15 tell us of Jesus! preaching, not two messsges
of two different kingdoms, but one message of repentance and of be-
lieving the Gospel of the Kingdcm of God, for the kingdom is at hand.
¥ihy .then did the evangelists use different expressions if they meant
the same thing? Edersheim explaing it this way: M"According to the
Rabbinic views of the time, the terms 'Kingdom,! 'Kingdom'of heaven,
and 'Kingdom of God! were equivalent. In fact, the word 'heaven! was
very often used instead of 'God!, so as to avoid unduly familiarizaing
the ear with the Sacred Name. "21 That probably accounts for the use of
the expression 'Kingdom of heaven! in Hatthew,

The evangelists are not the only writers to identify the Kingdom of
Christ and of heiven with the Kingdom of Gode The apostles make no
distinetion in using the expressions 1Kingdom of God! and !Kingdom of

" Christ.! Tracing these terms through the New Testament we find in

Acts 8,12: "But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized

20.Fahling, "Harmony of the Gospels", p.71L
21l.Edersheim, op. cit. p.267




both men and women." There is in this passagze a very close re-
lationship between Christ and the Xingdom of God. Other passages
will show that Christ's kingdom 1s the Kingdom of God. .icts 28,23
again links the messaege of the Kingdom of God with Christ n:lld zll He
is and does for the sinners: "And when tncy appointed him 2 day, there
cave many to him (Paul) into his lodging, to whom he expounded and
testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both
out oif' the law of loses, u«nd out of the prophets from moraing until
evening." Paul identifies the two kingdoms in Eph. 5,5 -~ For this ye
kanow that no whoreumonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who
is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of
God." The requirements mentioned are ifor one kingdom, a5 are the
membeship and the essence. How can & distinction be made? Ho dis—
tinction can be macdes; hence we conclwde that the Kingdom of Christ is
the XKingdom of God, the Kingdom of heaven - it is God's continuous
gracious rule in man's heart. -~

If Chrict's kingdom is God's rule in man's heart, it iec & spiritual
kinguom. The Premillennialist interprets the 0ld Testament prophe-
cies of this kingdom literally and come up with a material, earthly
kingdom, Christ's reign on earth. With this literal interpretation
they refuse to believe and accept that 2 Sam. 7,12 £f hus been fulfilled
in Chri:t's first advent. 2 Sam. 7,12 ff reads: "I will build his king-
dom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will est:blish the
throne of his kingdom forever." Premillennialists insist that this
prophecy must yet be fulfilled; Christ did not estzblish David!s throne

as yet,22

22. Mayer F.E.; Syllabus, Comparative Symbolics 1945, p.58
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But the 01d Testament has passages which cleurly show that the
New Testament kingdom of Christ ias apiritual. £uch passages =s speak
of only & believing remnant being saved, in the day of fessiah, not
every lIsraelite, stress the purely spiritual character of the lew
Testament kingdom. Is. 1l,11: "ind it shall ccme to pass in th.t day,
that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time toc recover the
remnznt of his people, which shzll be left." Jor. 15,113 Jer. 31,7;
ilcah 7,17 and Joel 2,32 all reveal God's graciousness to the remnant,
God's mercy ond forgiveness to those in Israel who will etill trust in
Him.

Besides these passages theve are some in the 014 Testamont which
declare the universal character of the New Tesztament kingdom, cemposed
of Jow and Gontiles. These passages are Ise. 11,10, Ic. 60, 9,10; Jer.
35,17.19. They stress God's activity over both Jew und Gentile, how He
will spare them, znd how they in the time of the Hessiah will trust in
Him, their God and Lord. It was this kingdom that John announced in
his preaching, the message that Christ would rule in the hearts of cen.
It was to be prepared for my repentance, "Repent ye, for the kinzdom of
heaven is at hand," Hatt. 3,2. This sawe kingdow was to be entered by
a nevw birth, as Jesus revealed to I-H;code.-nus, John 5,3.5. The discreet
scribe who understocd the real meaning of the law was not fur from 1t,
idark 12,34, To Pilatec Jesus said, "iy kingdom is not of this world,"
John 15,38. Had Jesus ccme to set up a materiul, visible kingdom as the
Premillennislists describe, Jesus could mot have made this reply to
Pilate. Is not this sufficient proof that Christ's kingdom is not of this
world, not a material earthly kingdom which He might set up? If it were,




then His servants would fight for His life., All these pacsages point
to the fact that Christ's kingdom is & spiritual kingdom, where He

rules with love and grace.

III. The Premillennialists teach that Christ's kingdom
will be set up by force.

The next point under consideration is, How do men @nter this
spirituasl kingdom, and by what means does Christ govern His beloved?
In ghoulng what Serijtuire teaches sbout tiis Kingdom of Christ we want
to prove that the earthly kingdom of the Prémi].lennialist theory 1s
not set up in the manner that Seripture describes. Their tewaching mu-
tilutes the passages of Scripture which establish the doctrine that
Christ sets up His kingdom throuzh His Word, thut He calls men into His
Kingdom through the Gospel of His suffering and death. T¥e have shown
that the Premillennialists ignore the spiritucl nature of the kingdom
of Christ, thut they read into Scripture a theory of two distinet king-
doms, the Kingdom of God which i1s in the world todsy, and the Kingdom of
Christ which is still to come, They teach that this earthly kingdocm of

Christ will not be built by the love of God through the merits of Jesus!
death for mankind, but by force. Such an idea is invented by the misuse




of tho passage in Revelation 19,11-2l. J.A. Seiss quotes this passage
when he presents his idea thet Christ will display force in the eztab-
lli:;hment. of His kingdom. Seiss'! theory is:
"The marriage of the Lumb, and the grand banquet which attends
it, are speedily followed with the closing scene of this present
world. It is a scene of war and blood. It is the baltle of the
groat day of God Almighty. It is the coming forth of tle powers
of eternity tn take forciblec possesalon of the earth. It finds
all the confederated kingdoms of man mustored in rebellion against
the anointed .nd rightful sovercign of the earth. A csllizion
ensues, which is the most wonderful th.t ever ocecurs under heaven.
ind the result ie & victory for the right, which iz to be forever .n<d
This picture of Christ does not hariumonize with the picture Paul gives
in Colossians when he describes the establishment of Christ's kingdon
in the hearts of men: "iho hath delivercd us frow the power of darkness,
huth tranglated us into the kinguom of his dear Son, in whom we have re—
deigption through his blood even the forgiveness of sins.” Col. 1,13.
It iz the Word of God, the Gospel which brings men to knowledge of the
Savior. Paul wrote to the Komans, "I am not ushsmed 68 the Gospel of
Christ, for it is the powser of God unto salvatiocn,"” Rom.l,16. The bless-
ings thut go with thic salvation are deseribed in Rome 14,17: "The king-
dom of God is not weat and drinkj but righteousness, and peace, and joy
in the Holy Ghost." Fro: these passages it iz clear that Christ does not
establish His kingdom by force. &o when the Premillennialists advance a
pasuage like the one in Revelation 19, they picture a Christ different
from the Christ described in a1l the other portions of Scripture, a loving
Christ who spreads His kingdom through His Gospel. The Promillennialists,
with no evil intention, mean that Christ as a judge will be sterm, or in

the words of Albert Kempin, "That the Holy Christ, the spotless Lamb of God

25. Seiss J.A., "Lecturss on tie Apocalypse, Vol. III, p.258
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who never lifted up His voice in the strects or resorted to revenge,

and who laid down His life for His enemies, will =t His ceconid coming
actually wount a white charger ..ndy, with swori in hand, lead His people
into one of the most bloodf battles of all time.n2¥ After tuls fierce
battle uni after dectroying tihe cnemy, He will set up His Kingdom. Howe
ever, we haye shown from Scripture thut Christ's kingdonm is spiritual.
He will not build & spiritual kingdom with carnal weapons. And yet the
Premilienniulicts teach that Chriszt will set up His kingdom by force.
The principle of literal interpretation dem:nds that Seripture teaches
Christ will use force in cstablighing His kingdom, Other Prewillennial-
ists, along with Seiss, have arrived at the same conclusion. S.H. Kel-
log dreams of & kingdom where there is besides improvement of such forms
of government and gociul organization which now exist through the moral
and spiritual iniluence of the gospel, a kingdom where Christ will judge
and destroy enemy government and social orgunization snd teke their rule

25

upon Hiuself.” This view is in full sgreement with that of Reve JoJ.

Hunter of lioore, iiontana, who says, "It will be in th:t battle (at Christls

second coming) described by the prophets that Jesus Himself will wield
the sword by which those nations which have taken the sword shall be des-—
troyed, 'For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken i.'l'.."'26 Hunter meuans that
the 0ld Testament supports his view of a kingdom established by force.

He holds that Isaiah 11,4 describes Christis action, "He shall smite the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he

slay the wicked." On the contrary, this pascage gives every evidence that

24.Kempin A.J., "Why the illemnial Doctrine is not Biblical." p.10
25.Kellog E.J.y Ope cit. p.885 :
26.Hunter J.J., "Thy Kingdon Come" in Christian Life and Faith p.288




it should be interpreted figuratively. The figurative launguaje of this
passage, Is. -11,4 produces ne coaflicting kingdoms of Christ, no dif-
ferenu woays of estublishing the true Kingdom of Christ oth r than by
nthe rod of llis mouth, and with the breath of His lips," by ilis Vord.

But the Premillenuialist here ignores all hermeneutical principles
6f Bible interpretation. He has his theory; he is not coascious of what
such application of Scristure to support thelr theory does to the means
whereby Christ establighes His Kingdom. Christ had said, "Though heaven
aad earth chall puss aw.y, sy VWord shall not pacs away," latt. 24,35.
But the _christ.izmls hope and comfort in an unchuaging, everlusting Vord
is given u shocking blow. The theory of the Preémillennial kingdom of
Ciurist reveals thut Christ in His kingdom will no longer rule lijs people
with the gracious promises of eternal life through His atosesent, but will
with judgment and destruction rule wll things. This Premillennial teaching
dispariages the nsans of gracc, the Gospel. Seripture says thit tihis Gos=
wel of the Kingdom shull be preuclhed in Mall the worlds...and then shall
the end come." Matt. 24,14. Until the end or the world people can still
find comfort and relief frow thelir sins fromw the Gospel of Christ and
His kiangdom, WVhere, then, is there assurance aand strength in the Gospel
i there is no Gospel wien Christ comes again? Gx_:rist. sazid there would
be a Gospel uatil the end of all things here on eanrth. It would geem that
Christ's Gospel has not been able to bring wen to Him for peuce apnd right-
eousnesg, but that in the millenniul Xkingdom after Christ's second coming
He must substitute His wruth and judgment and gend His enenies to des—
truction while His saints remain with Him. No longer would Christ govern
the world by His Word, «s He has done for some 6,000 yeurs. ilo longer

.



would He offer grace and pardon through liis Gospel. The Go.spel conld
no leonger change men's hearts from evil and fin-filled hearts to hearts
filled with Christ!s Spirit. The new kingdom must be estublizherd by
force.

Vhile the Premillennialist holds that salvation is oifered to raan-.
%ind in thie life and thut the kingdom then will be estublished ty Christ
to destroy His enemies, the Dispensationalist believes tnat salvation
will be offcred to muny during the Kingdom age.a" Theo. ingelder acks:
"ihat does this mean if not the preaching of the cppmss is relatively of
little efficacy as compared with the exercise of the kingly povwer, at or
in connection with the coming oi the King und 'remonzi of Satan from
the 'scene! in the Kingdom age?ﬂza The VWord that shall remzia forever
does not remain foreover in the Premillemni:l system of teaching the doc-
trine of Christ'!s kingdom. Yes, they admit that the cross is the center
of husan bistory, thut man receives salvation alone through Christ's
meritorious sufiering and death. But the establishment of Christ's king-
don by force, ii' it were established as the Preuillennialists believe, .
would minimize the zll iwmportant Gospel in the interest of the !force!.
The Xingdow Age would supplant the Gospel age and the instruments used
by Christ in governing His people would be that of foree instead of His
Wlorde No unbeliever could be saved through the Gospel. EHow then can they

27. The Dispensationalist is a Premillenni.list in so far as he be-
liewes in the earthly kingdom of Christ estublished when Christ returns.
Theo. Engelder quotes Scofield: "Salvation will be on quite a diiferent
basis in the Kingdom age from what it is today in the Church age.”"
Concordia Theological Monthly Vol. VIII, p.651

28. Engelder Theo., "Dispensationalism Disparaging the Gospel, Vol. VIII,
p.652. Reviewing the dispensation:l argument Engelder says: "The Bible
teaches this is (now, the present reign (invisible reign) of the sovereizn
Lord who said, 'All vower is given! - dispensationalists call this age
demonstrably bankrupt und émelooking to the Kingdom age to accomplish by
a displuy of kingly power and through the binding of Satan what the preach-
ing of the Cross has been unable to accomplish in 19 centuries.”




exalt the cross only for this age, when the cross through all ages
brings men to etern:l lirfe in their Savior?

D.G. Barnhouse makes an attempt to explain why the Gospel only
serves to save men in this period of world's history. He soes the
world out of order, God's Viord, the Serion on the iount, does not
fit into any phasc of our civilization. And this is what he sees:

"It will take the perscnal return of the Lord Jesus Christ coming not
as the meck and lowly Savicr, but as the Lord of power, znd glory, to
enforce righteous principles upon this earth. The earth will have Him

as Dictator soon, and He will see to it that the pure in heart see Gt‘mﬂ."29

Barnhouse confesses that Jesus is His Lord and Savior, but with the saze
stroke of the pen reveuls that he believes the Gospel of Christ has done
nothing to bring peace and righteousness to this earth. The only hope
of wmankind for the grace of God y for the love of God wvhicl instills love
for the neighbor wust be in the Premillennial kingdom. This teaching is
contrary to Seripture, conirary to God!s Vord, which in many places speaks
of the Kingdom of Christ and of God as & kingdom of poace established
by God's Word, by the ldean: of Grace.

The coming of Christ and the estublishoent of His kingdowm consti-
tuted the very heart of the 0ld Testament. Isaiah writes of that hope,
61,1:

"The Spirit of the Lord Goed 1s upon me; because the Lord hath
anointed me to preuch good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent
me to bind up the brokenheaurted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives, snd the opening of the prison tc them that are bound.”
That was the kingdom of which John syoke, "Repent, for the Kingdom of
heaven is at hind." The Word of God brings the Kingdom to men's hearts.

God has been reconciled tc the whole world by the dezth of His Son Jesus.

29, Barnhouse D.G., Ops cit. p.46
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This messuge is the Gospel message. The Gospel of Christ revezls,
offers, conveys and cngenders faith in lﬂ.m.so That this coming to
faith is what Seripture iteans by the Kingdom is denied by the Pre-—
millennislists. Yet they have no satisfactory answer fors "iho hath
delivered us from the power of darikness, hath trinsl.ted us into the
kingdom of his dear Son, in wiom we have redemption through his bloed,
even the forgiveness of pins," Col. 1,15. The forgiveness of sins,
the gracicus rule of Christ in mun's heart, cun only come if, as
Jesus told Nicodemus, he is "born again.," "Exceopt a men be borm again,
he cannot see the kingdou. of God," John 5,5. Christ establiches His
kingdom only where He graclously rules in a mants heart. 1;5 there any
need for another kind of kingdom? OC.H. Nash auswers "Ho,":
"Jesus in John 5,% most emphatically tells Nicodemus that

every one nmust be born from "above! fros heaven = of God-— of

the Holy Spirit— wust becosie & spirituzl child of God as

Tather, by God's ounipotent creating grace, in order to see

or know the Kingdom of God in earth and in hezaven...lhat other

king ol second birth can there poseibly be in any case at 211

necesgary 'from above?! I cannot soe uny nced whatever for any

other -.;ualificsiion for me to seé the promised Kingdom of Na-

vid restoredi®
Men is born agaein through Christ!s Word; he receives new life. But
the Gospel does not ctop operating ot this polnt. The Yord of God
is alwuys effective when it is applied, because it is spirit and life,
Jolmn 6 ,65.52 In this pussage Jesus reveals thut He is the Bread of
Life &nd whoever eats of this spiritucl foocd has life. Jesus beging

to dwell :md rule in his heart. His kingdom is then estublished, Rev,

12,10: "And I heard a voice saying in heaven, MNow is come salvation,

50, iiayer F.F., "ieans of Grace!", in Conco:r:-uia Theological Konthly, Vol.l1l0
p.84

52. Hueller J.T., Christian Doguatics, p.443.

52. Nash C.H., "Soiritual Kingdom of God" in Review und Expositor p.31, Vol.28




and strength cnd the kingdom of our God, uni the power of hisz Christ,"
This .nd muny other passages reveal that the kingdom of Chrict has come
vhen Christ reveals Himmeli' through Hig 1’:ord-ss

With so umany clear passages thut speak of a spirituzl kingdom,
estaivlished by Christ's Word, it =meems strange that the Premillennicl-
ists invent an earthiy kingdom, If tiey would understand the teachings
of Seripture concerning Christ's splritucsi rule in the hearte of men,
they would sec tiwet thelr theory of a materi l kingdom of Christ is

entirely cut of harzony with these cle..r passages of Sceripture.

33« Col. 1,15; 1 Thess. 2,12; 2 Thess. 1’5; 2 Tin, 4,18;
lieb. 12’28.
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IXX. The Premillennial Intrepretation of the
iiembers of the Kingdom of Christ.

If the Kingdom of Christ is o sgiritusl Kingdonm establighed in
the hearts of men by the Gospel, then the cembers of the kingdom zve
those in whoze heart Christ rules. So it waes during 01d Testament
history, when the children of Judah und Israel, hoping in the ilessiah,
tructed in God!s merciful cave. The original promise made to Abraham,
recorded in Gen. 12,35 is termed by St. Paul, "the covenznt thit was
confirmed by an oath (Gen. 22,1%5; Hebrews 6,15-18) St e promige in
tiils covenant is, "In thee shall ell nations be bleussed." Paul explains
it in Gal. 5,8 entirely in & spiritual cense, u:s being the gospel which
wag preached before to Abrzham, respecting God'!s design of justifying
the heathen throvgh fzithy and u on this view @af it he grounds his argu-
ment through Galatians, chapter 5. The &postle Peter declares this
promiged blegsing to be spiritual and fulfilled in the gospel (Acts 5,
25.26). Nowhere in the New Testament is the promised blessing said to
be nationzl, and to include a restoration of fleshly Israel to their
kingdom. Bubt that Israel as a nation is to recelve the promiszed kingdom
of Chriszt is just what the Premillenniclists teach. The Premillennizlists
asceribe those prophecies of the Church of Christ in the 013 Testazent to
the iMillennial kingdom of Christ which He will establish waen He returns
to reign on earth. The Chillusts want Bible interpreters to make o« sharp

84, Fletcher Geo. B-’ ODe cit. 9-45-
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distinction between Christ's Hingdom and His Church. They say thet
when Christ came first to est.blish Hig kingdom, the Jews rejccted it.
But because He hud prosised thew the kingdom, He had to keep His word.
It would zeem thut Christ then was satisfied to sotablish the Chureh
for the Gentile, until the tlme would be ripe to give the Kingdos to
the .Te'.'rs.ss
The Premiilemnicligts i‘iml_ in Serl ture = v.st quantity of pro hecy
concerning the Lond Jesus Christ which fulls into two groups; those which
present Him as the suffering wmd rejected liessich, our Redeemer; unr those
which vividly portray him a: couing in pover and great glory to restore
divine governmeant in the earth, with Himsolf as ruler over all nations,.
Making clear distinction between these descriptions, the Premillennialists
aceribe one kind of proshacy to Chrict ag the FRedeemer and in thot office
of Iliz He becomes the Heoad of the Church; the other prophcey tliey ascribe
to His rule on earth alfter His cecond coming. When the 01d Testament
gpeaks of Christ's coming to rule, the Premillonnialists forget that Christ
hed not as yet made His first egpearance; they sscribe these prophecies to
the end of hictory, to Christ's personul eartily rule. They say, however,
that during toe time bestween tie twoe comings of Christ Ged will provide for
the Gentile znd the Jew who accepts Christ. This provision of God is the
Church. it the rejecticn of the kingdom by Israel, Christ gove immediately
the future Church, iatt. 16,17.18. This view is held by Barnhouse. FHe
also confesses, "There is only one Church und there is only cne way to get
into it. The one Church is composed of &ll those who put their whole trust

in nothing less than the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ aa their

35. Peck, Arthur Clormont, "Chri:st!s Return", p.25. "The Jeis...failed
to comprehend that redemption had to precede their elevation to world
rulership; also, th t they were then unfit to adsinister wisely the auth-
ority which that great distinection would confer.?
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ovn personal &avlor.“ss Thlis, indeed, is a fine confession of faith,
and very orthodox. Yet even such falth does not prevent Barnhouse from
formulating his own theory about Chrict'sz kingdom and distinguishing it
irom the Church. Tie Premillennialists 11 believe that the Chureh is
primarily the communion of Gentlle believers and a few Jews, while the
Ringdos of Cnrist wus given by God to the Jews as natural descendants
of Abrahamn «nd Isaac.

Ii the kingdon is for the Jews, what part do the Jews play in the
estublishment of the kingdom? 4.C. Peck answers this thus: "The Church
will be gathered out of tie Gentiles, the Jews not debarredi. lhoever

37

believes in Christ is eligible.n At the estublishuent of the kingdom

by force, the "Jews will accept Christ — they will recognize Him by the
scurs Ho bears irowm the wounds of the croseg to whieh they sent Him.“sa
Forgetting what Seripture says about coming to Christ through the Gozspel,
the Premililennialists believe that the Gospel will cease to be the agency
for bringing men to Christ when Christ returns in glory. OChrist will then
not guather togethor lils Church on earth, for they will have been taken to
filme But there will still be the Jews to be brought by other mesng. In
tine millenmnium the Jew will recognize Christ by His power and authority.
By teoaching that doctrine the Premillenniulists pervert the Vord of' God
whiech teaches that the true members of the Church of God alone will be
saved, those that have been brought to Christ in this life. Scripture
iteelf arfirms that, ™ihogoever believeth in ze should not perish," John
5,165 "Falth cometii by hearing, and hearing by the ¥ord of God." Ac-

cordiug to Seripture man comes to Christ in faith only by the Word of God,

36« Barnhouse D-G., OPe cit. p-l?g
37. Peck A.C., op. cit. p.65
88. Ibid. p.23
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By amisunderstanding the Scristural coucept of the Ki';agv.lam of God
and of Christ, the Premillennialists misinterpret the gathering oi the
Church, the spirituul Israel; thsy misapply the prophecy conceraing the
House of Duvid; they misunderstand 'the elect of Israel'!; they misine
terpret the prophecies conceraning the establishing of Christlis Church
on earths and they designate the terus 'latter days! and 'in those days!
to mean the millennial kingdox when Soripture clearly shows them to
mezn the New Testament sge. The Prewmillennialists deny the Seriptural
toeaching that the Church is the Hingdom of Christ in reality. TFeinberg
claimgs "The Kingdom of heaven is the earthly sphere of the kingdom of
God, and is visible and outward. The Church is a part of the kingdowm of
heaven in its aystery form."sg In giving tie Premillennigl position on
the menmbership of the kingdom, Feinberg states that the Church is only
a part of the great kingdoum, the kingdom of Goi, which too is heavenly
insofar as the kingdom of God is invisible. Bubt in its relationship to
the Kingdom of Christ, Feinberg says, the Church will not bs a part of
it (uader His rule), but it will rule with Christ. In reality then, the
members of the Kingdom will be those to whom the Kingdou was prosised,
the Jews. One misintersretation of Seripture invariably leads to another;
one false teaching breeds others. This is evidenced in the Chiliustic
teaching. In deaying the sgiritual character of the Kinzdom of Christ,
they deny the spiritual character of Israel wiwere Scrinture teaches it,
Feinberg makes tils distinetions "It is proper to speak of believing
Jews =nd believing Gentiles as Abrahants epirituul seed (=o Paul desig—

nates them in Galntians 3), but spiritusl Israelites sre believing Jews
cnnls'.""‘o : He, with all the Premillennialists cdeny that Seripture makes

39. Feinberg 6., op. cit. p.194
40. Ibid. p.185




no distinction betweon a belicving Jew or a belicving Gentile, thut
they are all Israel il they trust in Christ. Inste .d, according to
Premillennial prineciples, Seripture distinguishes between thoue in
the nation of Ierael who are unbelievers, Abriham's natural seed, and
those of Isruel whoe are believers, the gpiritu.l geed of .n'bre:-.i-mm.u
Then in detail, TFeinberg gives the Premillenni:zl logic in believing
that the 'Israel! mentioned in the New Tesbtament and the 'Church! can-
not be identiiied. He lists the arguments thet emeh have diiferent
kinds of birth, one physical und the other sviritual; each his a 4Air-
ferent, head, euch differeant covenunts; Israel is found in t‘n't.: 0ld and
Hew Testamenta, the Church only in the Hew. But, firally, at Christ's
coming, Israel is to be wade mombers of the kingdom — "As to the king-
dom reign, the nation Israel will be subjects of the King; the Church,
His Bride, will reign with Him as co-:eigners."“ Thus the misunder=
standing ol the councept of 'Kingdom of Chrigt! develops the falge toach—
ing thot the unbelieving Jews will be mewmbers of Christlc kingdom, called
not by the Gospel message of Christls vicarlous atonement, but forced
to believe whon they see His aluighty power. The Church als? loses its
purpese and egspence in the Premillennisl system, because it i= no longer
the body of Christ, subject to lim, serwadts of the Great King, but she
becoses co-reigner with Him,.

A1l Premillennialist: teach that primerily the Kingdom wnd membership
in the i{g_pgdom belong to the Jew, un a natural descendant of Abrahen,
It should be noted here that the Dispensationalist goes even farther in

placing emphasis on the lusportance the Jews have in God's plins. Ia their

¢l. Ibid. p..'.I.BG
42. Ibid. p.188
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official writings they proclaim theat Divine gruce wus upon Isrzel as

& nation; Jehovah redeemed thei as & nztion unto Himgelf both by blood
and power; and Israel remains a redecwed nation through 211 history.
Thus the redecmed nation became Jehoveh's abiding treaBUre.43 se0.Gaeb=
elein gives full assent to this in the Digpensationaul maguzine, ®Qur
flope." He writes:

"Jdentified with Christ, individually, and called oy His nume,
gtands Israsl eollectively, in His whole lesslanic work and king—
dome. HNelther acts without the other. The Pentateuch propheecies
refer chiefly to the people. The kesslanle Psalns emphasize the
King, the Kingdom, an: the Priest. Isaizh dwells upon the pro-
phetic charucter of Israel; Zzekiel dlsplayr the priestly; Daniel
reveals the kingly; Zechariuh blends all in one. Old Testament
prozhecy knows no other subjects of discourse than these, I:srael,
liesslah, and the Nations. s to the kingdom, Isruzel had it, under
the 01d Testament, in its outward forms the Gentiles have it under
the New Testament; in its inward formj; in the age to come, Jeus
and Gentiles together, shzll huve it, both forms in one, one king-
dom of iessiah, spiritual, visible and glorious, witih Israel still
the central people, the prelude of t'ﬁ Hdew Jerusalem and the na=
tions walking in its light forever."m

Isracl is the center of Christ's rule, the kingdom is Israells; and

with such teaching the hope of the Church is aestroyed - the trust in
God's averlasting Gospel is turned to a Jewish hopes The Dispensa-
tionulist mskes eternal glory tor the Jew dependent only on his eternal
election, an< their service to God. Dr. Engélder in this point guotes
the dispensationzlist, Frost: "He will make salvation possible by
consumating zll that the past prouised aund the present secures, enjoining
faith with works and constrzining men to vorship Christ as they see Him
in a1l the splendor of His being end reign.’® In the words of 0.7, Allis,
the uuthor of "Prophecy and the Church", Mien are to be saved apparently

by obedience to the King «nd not Ly trust in the Savior."46

43, Chafer L., "Dispensationalisu® in Bibliotheca Sacra, Wol. S5, p.4ll

44. Gaebelein, Dur !IOpe", VO].. 49’ :'io- B' p.GBO

45, Engelder Theo, "Dispensationslism Disparaging tie Gospel,M in
Concordia Theological konthly, Vol. VIII, p.656

46' Ibid. —.p.656



If the Prewmillennialists bhad the rigit understanding of what
Seripture says concerning Israel of the Hew Testament and the rela—
tion this Israel has to the Old Testament Israel, its relation to the
Church and Christ's Kingdom, they would see that their present teach-
ings have no true foundation. Who is the Israel mentioned in the lew
Testament in connection with 'the truc seed of Abrabam?? St.Puul says
in the ninth chapter of Komons, verse 6: "They are not ell Israel,
which are of Israel. Neither because they are the sead of Abraham, are
they cll children; but in Isanc shell thy seed be called. That is, they
which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God:
but the children of the promise are counted for the seed." The promise
of God's r.-mrcy., of forgivenegs of sins, of eternal life is given to all
who trust in Christ's atonement, "For whoscever shall call ugzon the name
of the Lord shu!l be saved," Rom, 10,13. These believers are the children
of Israel. The 0ld Testament a.tt.f.‘:i.rms this. Jeremioch tellg how all be-
lievers together shall walk before God., Jeremiah had been sent to prea ch
the coming of the kingdom to Judah and Israel, Israel had become pagan;
ghe had mized with Gentile nations, =0 that sl.xe could hardly be recognized
as a nation. Judah was wicked, corrupt, and had forzottea zbout God.
Jeremlch was gont to these people to preach repentancoe; God wunted them
for His own, if they would only repentl In chapter 3 of Jeremiah, God
tells the children of Judah of the Wew Testament Church, deseribes the
days wher; Christ would fuliill the promises spoken of hims
vel8. "ind it shall come to pass, wien ye be multiplied and in-
creased in the land, in those days, saith the Lord, they shall say
no more, The ark of the covenant of the Lord, neither shall it come

to mind; neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it;
neither shall that be done auy more. At that time shall they call
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Jerusalem the throne of the Loixd; and all the nations
shall be gathered uato it, to the name of the Lord; to
Jeruselem, neither shall they walk any more after the
imagination of their evil heart. In those days the house
of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel.”
In Jeremiah 51,31 God tells the Jews that they would receive a new
covenant, not the old covenant of the Ark, but the covenant given und
sealed in Christ. This is the new covenunt of which Paul spezis both
to the Corinthians and to the Galatians. 7"If any man put on Christ,
he ip a new creature." 2 Oor. 5,17; Wror in Christ Jesus neither cir-
cumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new erezture,n
Gal. 6,15,
We arrive at this conclilslon by going to the elear sections of Scrip-
ture that spsaks of the same subject. G.B. Fletcher considers it to be
a very essentizl principle thut he "begin with Him Uho is the Light of the
Tiorld;#n other words to bsgin with tie study of the Hew Teztawent, and go

back intc the OLd Testament with the light of the Ne'.v."'w

So thut the
Gospel 1s not disparaged, nor is the Church membership obtained by aay
other meang thun by the Gospel,nor that any other teaching of Christ is
contradicted in the 014 Teutament, certain factors must be remembered.
The New Testament spreads light on 0ld Testament interpretation. The
Jewish economy was a prefiguration of Christ!s church uand kingdom. For
example, tﬁa.minist-ry of liopes was "lfor a t-eatimony of thoze things
which were to be spoken after" namely, under the gospel (Heb. 5,5)- that
the law had 2 shadow of thiugs to come (Heb. 10,1) und that the body or

substance of that shadow is Christ (Col. .'1‘.,2!.'7).4'8

47. Fletcher G-B.’ OPe cit. p-41
48, Ibid. p-ﬂ.
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Uﬁdersband:lne: the clcar pussages of the New Testament on tlie same
subject, we caa understand more clearly the Old Testauent meening of
kingdon and Ieorael as they typify the Church. The kingdom prophesied
in the 01d Testument was to be ziven to the Jews. But the Jews rejected
Christ, the King. It is certuiu, then, that tie Juws rejected the king-
dom. The Hew Testament reveals, too, that the Jews as a nation had also
been rejected, Matt. 2l,45: "Thereifore say I unto you, The Xingdom of
God shall be taken from you,"; I Thess. 2,18: "The wrath is come upon
then to the utbermost." Bubt if <1l Israel is to be saved, zs St.Paul
says in Rom. 11,25.26, this must mean all gpiritual Israel, for Isaiah
1,22 conf'irms, "a remnant of them shall be converted." How then can it
be determined from Scripture what is meant by the spiritval Isrsel? St.
Paul explains that concept in his 4th chapter to the Romanss "For tie
romise, that he should be the heir of the world, wzs not to Abrkham, or
to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of fzith."
Paul says again: "He is not a .'l"ew which is one outwardly...but he is a ,
Jow which is one lnwardly," Rom. 2,%8.29. Thus the members of tie house
of Isrsel are those who in faith accept Jesus as their Savior. Scripture
tells of no other way by which Jow or Gentile can enter Christ!s kinzdom.

This kingdom is the Church, not bullt up of any earthly nation, but
a Church built up of believers. The believers are to bs brought in by
the Gospel of Christ "which shkall be presched to all nations, unto the
uttermos-t. part of the earth, Liatt. 28,1é. Allls quotes this paussage as
& "pointed rebuke to the bigoted nationzlism of the Jews, und also a
solenn reminder that Jesus had Himself gone to the Samaritans and preached

this:world,-embracing gospel to i.hem."g The Jews as a nation were not to

49. mis OUT.’ nmphecy and the omrch", p.lss
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receive the Kingdom. inyone who believed the Gospel of the Kingdou,

who would a.cept Jesus us His Savior was a member of the Xingdowm. But
this was nothing new. Jercmizh h.d alreudy prophesied that when be said,
WAt that time .they shall cull Jorusalem the throme of the Lowd, .nd all
the nations shall be gathered unto it," 5,17. When tihe prophets of God
speak oi' "the lust dgys," the deys "hereafter" they mecan the whole era,

. or period, of the Hew Testawent times. The mountain of the house of the
Lord is the Christian Church (compare with this passage Is. 26,165 1
Poter 2,6-8; iatt. 21,42; Eph. 2, 19ff) to which many naticons shall come

by being converted to the living God, Acte 28,17 ff.so

The Church is

pictured in the book of iicah, the fourth chapter, "But in the last days

it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall

be established in the top of the mounitains, and it zhall be exalted above

the hills, and people shall flow uato it." That this prophecy reiers

alone to the Church is in full agreement with Scripture, Kaltthew Hendy!'s

interpretation of liicahl!s prophecy is also that it rofers to the Church;

that the cimrch of God will be set up in the world, aiter the deztruction

of the Jewish church, =nd thie in the last days (New Testament era). The

people of God will have a new charter, a new estzblishing of thelr spiritual

worghip; there will be made provision for the enlarzing and establishing

of the kingdom of Christ among mea better than had becn mude by the 0ld

Testament constitution.s:l'
These paragraphs have shown that Christ's kingdou i1s the Church, which

will spread the Gospel of the world!s Savior, ever bringing men to that

Savior uantil &t Christ's sccond coming in glory the Church shall be forever

with Him. Then shall the end of =1l else come,

50. Heerboth L.A., "The killennium and the Dille®™, p.16
51, Henry, iMatthew, Commentary, Vol. IV, p.1517-1318.
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V. The Premiliennialist's Kingdom is Future,

of a Thousand Years on Rarth.

Serinture tegehes that wien Christ returns in glory, He will
gather the members of lids Kingdouw, thac is, «ll believers, to Himself.
On this last aay, when He coaes, all unbelievers will be judged and
gent to their doom and 21l bellevers, the dead beiny raised, will live
with Christ in eternity. This is all that Seri.ture says of the events
leading ug to the 'last auye.' Bub the Premillennialists have theixr owm
thieory concerning the Vlast day.! Ve shell discuss brieily tihe YMevents?
woich the Premillennlalists iusert inte God's plan of tue Yiast things!t,
as they efi'ect or ure relatsd to the Kingdou of Christ. The Premillen-
nialists tucuselves are nob ia full agreement as to the seguence of
evenis, beé.tusu cach interpretor must insert each event propghesied in
Revelation in the order in wuich he hiugolf hag interpreted tie puisage
aud zccording to the entire picture of Revelation as he conceives it.
Hor are the Premillennialisits all agreed as to the number of juiguents
or resurrections. The “oveats! taught by the Premillennialists ares

l. The rapture

2. The resurrecticas

5. Ierael inheriting its own land

4. The binding of Satan

be 1'he coming of the Antichrist

6. The loosing of Saten for a 1little while
7. The judguonts

vwe will show how the misconception of Chri:stts spiritual ikingdom can lead
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to these fantastic theories.
The Rapture

Before Christ will actually estublish lis kingdom of a thousand
yeusrs duration, there will be, the Premillennialists believe, a secret
rapture .52 The secret rapture theory teaches that Christ will descend
from heaven to "the air," raise the righteous dead .nd translate the
living saints, who will be caught away to the "secret chamber®, there
to remain with Christ for a period of approximately seven years. Of
this so-callea secret rapture neither the waiting Churci, nor the world
is to have & moment'!s warning, the saints beiug aware of it by their
heavenviard flight, and the world by the degarture of the "missing ones,”
The Premillennialists say that the rapture concerns the Churech and that
titis is taught in Scri ture. Barnhouse'!s belief conceraing this theory iss

"Today our Lord is in heaven. The new body, the Church, being
called out of the world. We wait for our Lord from heaven wio
shall take us to Himselfl before returning to this earth to con-
sunnute every promise and plan which He has formed for His earthly
pevple, and to estuolish His kingdom through power, over all the
exrth.”

It is evident that Blackstone agrees with Barnhouse concerning the rapture,
for he says, "hen the Church will be taken up, caught up."s4= Nor is
A.C.Pexck!s theory any different from the views of Barnhouse and Black—-
stone. Peck tells what will hoppen at the time of the raptures "The
Church is the salt of the earth,.. fhen it is removed, '.nd Setan znd his
angcls make thelr appesrance among men, every quiescent power of sin in

Satan, his angels, demons .nd men, will break forth intc ungoverned rage.'ss

52. Hunter J.J., "Thy Kingdom Come," in Christain Faith and Life, p.287
VO].. 45.

53. Barnhouse, D.G., Ope Cit. p.185.

54. Blackstone Wm.,"Jesus is Coming," p.85

56+ Peck A.C., Op. cit. p.84
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A.T. Kempin gives his reply to the thoorics of the Premillennialists:
"Peachers of the milleanium give free play to their imagination when
they speal: of this fanciful rapture. They wax eloquont in describing
how saved loved ones will suddenly be snatehed away to leave business,
school, social, and family life paralyzed. This is all due to a mig-
conception of iatthew 24,40-42, This passaje teaches ome thing, if it
teaches anything - namely, that when Jesus comes there will be a fiual
separation between the saved and the unsaved. It does not tezeh a

secret raptura.s6

It seems apparent thut Premillennialists twist pag-
sages that speak of Christ's "coming" for His suints at the last day,

to suit their position., They seek to relate the passage of 1 Thess.

4, 15-17 with Matthew 24, 40-42 and say the saints will be enatched away
froa this earth ior about seven years, while a supposed tribulation

period scourges tne world. This view is said to be supported by the use
of three Greek words: "Pzrousia", Wipokalupsis", ant "Epighaneia®. The
first Greek word applies to the secret coming of Christ to the air 'ior!
His saints (the rapture), u«nd the two other words to the visible coming

of Christ 'with! His saints to the earth (comiuonly called the Revelation.)
Realizing that Seripture uses tiese terms icterchangeably, Charles Fein-
berg denies this argusent for distinguishing between rapture and revelationl
Instead he states that the secret coming was never known in the 0ld Testa-
ment, but the visible coming of Christ to judgment is mentioned in bothj
Christ will sppear to the Church as Bridegroom, Lord :und Head, and to
Israel in the Revelation He will come as King.57 Feihberg does nothing

56. Xempin A.J., Op. cit. p. 29
57. Feinberg, Chas., op. cit. p. 207
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more than give new theorles to prove a foruer theory,

To show that Scri ture knows of no such rapture, we cuote iuti. 24,
26.,27s "If they shall say unto you, Behold, he iz in the desert, go
not forth; behold he is in the secset chambers, believe it not, #or as
the lightning cometh out of the Eugt, and ghineth unto the Vest; =o shall
also the coming oi the Son of man be." Hencsz, as the lightning flash is
open and visible to all, so is Christ's coming to be. Nor does l.'fness.
4,15, the Premillennialists! foundation for the rapture theory, ts.ch a
secret rapture. Here St. Paul is speaking to Christiansj those who are
living on earth will be changed in & moment, in the twinkling of any eye,
at the lust trumpet sound. Those who are living at Christ's second coming
will not enter into the presence of the Lord beforz the saints who bave
died, are raised. S0, the decd in Christ will rise [irst, and then the
living believers will be caught up alonz with them in the elouds to meet
tie Lord in the air; and we shall be ever with the Lord. "Only in that
sense can the Yrapture! be used. That meeting with Christ and with our
loved ones will indeed be = rapturous experience."sa

If Premillennial te:xching conceraning the rapture is Seriptural, then
Ser-oture contradicts itselfl ir_z many placess The details of the zecret
rapture do not agroe with 2 Tim, 4,8: A crown of righteousness is laid up
for MAll them thut love his (Christ'!s) appearing." God givés tie crown

of righteousness to members of Christ's spiritusl kingdom at His coaing -

. nc.:t. at a period before, in & period such as the raepture, Another con-

tradiction would occur with 2 Tim. 4,1.2. Here the Gospel of the Kingdom

is to be preached ntil tie coming of Christ und His kingdom of glory,

58. Kempin .I\..J.. ODe cite. Pe 30




which is the culmination of His splritual kingdom on earth. Geo.
Fletchier wonders who will then, in the rapture, preach the Gospel:
nBut &«ll the preachers of God'!s Word, according to the fecrot Rapture
theory are delivored =zt the precious appearing of Gh:l:'j.st'.."s9 Scriptural
te.ching concerning the duration of Christ's kingdom is given a severe
jolt. Mabli. 135, 24-50 and 36-48 teach th-t the wembers o—f Chrictl's
kingdos will remain with the unbelievers to the end of t.i.'me; wheat ond
tares together in the field. A rapiture theory teaches thot all the
whent will bo removed for wwhile and the tares z;.ru leit standing.

Thug the rapture theory is entirely cut of haruony with ubat Seripture
teachos conceraing the kingdom, Sceripture teaches ncthing more than
.'bh@t at the end of time, Christ will come to take the members of the king-
dom to be with Him, He will come swiftly, -nd in th.t hour 1;h-s- dead in
Christ will be raised and we will all appesr before the juwigment throne of
Gode The bellevers will go to everli.sting bliss ind the unbelievers to

everiasting damnation.
The Reswrrections

This teaching of the 'lust day' - of Judgment Day is Seriptural und
leaves no room for the Premiliennial kingdos, the material, carthly king-
dom of Chrizt which iz supposed to luast 1,000 yssrs. In order to pre—
serve their teaching of a millennial kingdou, the Premillennialiste in-
vent a second resurrection. Their belief ise "There is a difference in

time as well us in character fn the order of the resurrection; the first

59, Bletcher Geo., op. cit. pamphlet "Will a Secret Tapture predede the
Secoud Coming of Christ.




being that of the just, und the second that of the unjust; und this
difference in time is perfectly in accordance with tho account in

Rov. 20 where the interval is stuted to be the 1000 years of the Mil=-
lennial kingaom."sﬂ But in Reve. 20, where the thousand years are-men—
tioned six times, there is nothing suld about = perszonal, corporezl
reign of Christ of a thousand yeurs duration., The Apostle Joka said he
spaw "the souls™ of certaln wartyrs living -una reigning with Christ, =nd
this living and reigning with Cbhrist is the first resurrection. This
muet rofer to the believers whose souls have pussed to their heavenly
Father, for nothing is said here about bodies being raised, or of thrones
established on earth. Reve. 20; 5 can only mean that, while the souls

of the righteous were seen as living anu reigning with Christ in glory,
the rest of the dead had no pluce in this picture at sll. When they do
appear onca more, it wlill be to be sent into perdition, which is the
second death, Reve 20,15, Dr. Selss and other Premillennialists write
at length on Revelation 20. Dr. Seiss fails to see that the {irst resur-
rection mentioned in verse § is a spiritual one.SJ' That is where 211

he confusion originates. 41l will aduit thet sia causes gplrituzl death,

Only & spirituzl resurrection can recover such persons from that spirite-

" ual death. The New Testament speaks often of the spiritual resurrection.

uThis my son was dead, and is alive againji he wus lost, and is found,"
Luke 15,24. In Rev. 20,5 John describes the spiritual resurrection which

takes place now as a result of believing on Jesus as the Saviors In his

60. Blackstone ¥m., ops. Clt. p.63

6l. Selss, op. cit. p.510: "is Alford well says, 'If in a passage
where two resurrections arec mentioned, where certain gouls live again
at the first, and the rest of the deud live again only at the end of a
specified period after the first - if in such a passage dhe first resur-
rection may be understood to mean spiritual rising with Christ, while the
second means literal rising from the grave; then there is an end of all
significance in language, and Scripture 1s wiped out us & definite testimony
to anything. If the first resurrection is spiritual, then so is the zecondj
but if the second is literal, then so is the first.!"




Gospel Jolm also speaks of the spiritual resurrection, v. 24.25:
nThe hour is coming and now is, when the acad shall hecr the veoice of
the Son of God; und they that hear ghall live." Pavl too tauzhi that
hose who were rodecmed by falth in Christ were alrcady partakers of
that first resurreetion: "IT ye then be risen with Chrizt, seck those
things which are above, where Christ sitbtoth on the right hand of GodyM
Col. 3,1. This spiritual recurrection iz the one first mentioned in
Rove 20« If the Preomillennialist iz not satisficd with this interpreta-
ticn of feripture concerning the first resurrection, lot him read John
5,29 and 2 Cor. 5,10 te sec thut only one gencral resurrection is still
future, Paul iteant Vthe end? when he cpolte of tie reaurrecticn. Dr.
Engeldoer writes that 1f the Premlllenmmnialists are right in dedueing two
litoral resurrections, then John 5, 28.20, Iatt. 25,5146, Join 6,40
and 1 Cor. 15,52 arc zbsolutely denied l1n Pev. 20.62 His estimation of
their intercretation is they first read thelr notions iato the text and

then f£ind their docirinez in tio:ze texts.
The Israelitcs inheriting tieir cun land

By stressing thut feripture tozches two resurrcctions, tie Pre-
millennialists deny thot the final judgment is at band, They do not deny
the imuonence of o gecodd coming, but they pliace a period of 1UC0 yeurs be-
tween thut event and the lust judgzment. It will be duriag these 1000
years, betwecn the two resurrccticns that the Threne of David will be
rostored, und this prophecy of Serdpturc is taken by the Promilleanialists
to mean a very literal fulfillmeat of the cstablishment of David's king-
dom, threne, temple, and powor. In prescuting the Premillenniul teaching

62. Engelder Theo., "Notes on Chiliasm," in Concordia The logical lionthly,
Vol. VI’ p0324-
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of the events thait are to tuke place in the 1000 years after the
first resurrcction of believers, vie touch the very heart of their
doctrine. The Premillennialists take uatt. 25,31 out of its context
and try to prove that it teaches the cstublishing of Christ's kingdom,
the setting up of his throne, "When the Son of Lan shall come in His
gloxry, and all the holy angels with Him, thon shall He sit upon the
throne of His glory.n55 These Chiliastic Bible interpreterz chow their
literalism partlcularly in the treatument of thoce propheciecs whieh spsak
of Christ's kingdom. Dr., F,B. bayer points cut their literzlism vwhen
he quotes L.Y. Chafer of Dalles Seminury, who explains the prophecy of
the Proghet Nath:un foretelling the establishing and the perpetuity of
David!s throne as followss:
1Second Hamuel 7,16 records tie covenent Jehovah made with
David. This Covenant binds Jehoviah with un oath to the perpetuity
of the Davidic House, the Davidic Throne, sna the Davidic Kingdom,
but with the express dzclaration that the covenant caenuct be ab-
rogated. The Covenant is of an earthly throne related to 2 people
wnose expectation iz eavrthly. There is no evidence that David fore-
saw an egrthly throne werging into a spiritual reign. UNor is thie
kingdom und throne established in heaven., It is esteblished on the
earth when the Son of Duvid returns to the eurth. é'ﬂfati‘.. 25,51.32.
Cf. 18,28; Acts 15,18.17; Luke 1, 51-333 Matbe 2,2)
vith the establishuent of the throme of David will come all the Millennial
blessinge. Men will ses that the divine dexlings with them, «lsc on earth,
were a necespary and perfectly fitting part of the completed mosaic of
redemption, The election of the Hebrews, the sacrifice of Jesus, the
calling out of the Clurch, the return of the Lord and ths restoration of
the Jews to thelr land, were all essentizl, not as in themselves, but to
perfect the only plun by which the earth cun be delivered from the curse
of 5in,8% Barnhouse belleves the Jewish kingdouw must be ecstablighed or
83, Chafer, op. clte. De 454

64. liayer F.E. Texas Preceedings, 1942 p.48
65. Peck .-‘!.C., OPe cit. p-m
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else sueh pascages au Ieadah 9,7; Pse 2,65 Isaluh 24,2535 Puo. 72,83
Zechs 24,19 will not be Fuliilled, .nd our conf'idence in the Bible will
be ].c:a?»'lf,.66 The Premillennislists believe that mest of the Uld Tastauwent
proghecies are yet to be {fulfilied. Guebeleln, the lats editor of 'Our
Hope! magaszine Interprets the kingdom proghecics to mean the restoration
of %the Jewish kingdoms "Ezekiel develops the ends and ages. He has
anothing to eay of the first Advents..de spesis not only of Icrauells
spiritual regeaeration by means of the Hew Covenant, but zlso of Isrzells
final restoration ag & people, their political reunion wnd naticaul con-
vsrsiou, and independence, their blessedness zad glory, in the land pro-
misod to theiyr futhers, God's sanctuary in their midst, God thelr God,
and David thelr Shepherd-Prince i'orevc-:rn.ore."sv Dr. feiss leuves no
doubt in znyone's mind that the Premillennialists believe that God will
get up thoe throne, the .house, und the tomple of David. He speuaks of
this thoeory im his writing on Revelation: 9It uppears...thore iz again
to be & true und divinely sckmovlecdged btewmple of God upon.eavth, with
an _it;r and worshippere set apart znd marked ofi as the Em‘:d's."ss
Thesc theories, which are in coucept cne, would seex to indicate that
ia ths millenaizl kingdoun, the old Levitical cervicer #ill be rectored,
But were not these practices abrogated uken Christ canme to redecu toe
world? ceripture kiows of no oi.'.he,r service to God than that through and
by faith in God's Son, uow and for all tize, II the Premilliennialists
inzist on a literal fulfillment of prophecy conceraing the restoration

of Davidts Lemple und altar serviees, then surely it would seeam that the

68. Barnbouse DG, op. cit. pes 170 .
87. Gaebelein, "Our Hove" Vol. 40, no. 10, p.602
88. Seles, op. cit. Yol. 1, p.164
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Premillemmialicts deny the literal meaning of Hebrew, chuapters 8,9,10 -
tuat through the ‘sacrifice of the Som of God on Calvary 211 sacrifices
for the atonewont of sin have been abolished.

The problem the Preusillenmniclists do have, or ought to have, 1s
that Seripture itself rejects the literalistic interpretation of the
kingdou prophecicss Seripture itseli plainly teaches that the kingdom
promised to David and JIsrael is a spiritual kingdom and that these -
prophecies have their fulfillment in the Church, in the spiritual reign
of Chirist — Acts :?.,16 f£3 Acts 15,143 iHebe. 12,228. God's word also denies
the prexillemnial deetrine thult when Jesus cowes again He will be crowned
as an eurthly King of kings und secular Lord of Lordse The Premillen—
nialists withhold our Lord'sc crown wid deprive Him of His tlhrone, for
Seripture plainly toaches thet Jesus has a gdom now: "Uato us a child
ic born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be ugon his
shouldereeele 9,6.7. This reign is imuediately associated with Christ's
birth, "a son is given." Jesus claimed th.t His kingdom was ncot of this
world, but that His kingdowm wis to be sprewd over tlhe whole world: "The
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for e witness
unto all nations; and then shall the end cume.” iatte 24,]:4. Taie King
of Kings reigne nows WAnd hath put all things under his fest, und gave
him to be the head over zll things to the churchw, Eph., 1,22. However,
we must distinguish bstween cthe three-fold kingdom of Christ - the Kingdom
of Power, the Kingdom of Grace, and the Kingdom of Glory., The Kingdom of
power is Christ's rule over all things, all creatures; the Kingdom of
Grace is His rule over the Church; and the Xinjdom of (ilory is the final
culmization in heaven of Christ'!s kingdom of Grace cn earth, The vcoint




-

46

we wish to estublish is 'thu.t. Chri.t even now rules ani governs the
wilole world, we need not wait for thut time when He will rule in
another earthly kingdom. "To- polnt out tho inestisable blszsisgs of
Christ's Kingdom of Grace md the inef:able bliss of lis Kingdom of
Glory (heaven) is the real burden of Christian preaching, the purpose
oi' which is not only to uake simmers partake of cternal life, but

alpo to £ill tiem with an ardeat longing for heaven, 1 Cor. 1,7; Tom.
8,255 Titus 21,55 £ Peter 3,153 Phil. 5, 20.52 ind the bringins of
members iute this kingdom is doue tiwough Chrdst's liord and Sucraments,
lfatte 28, 19.,20. There is much comfort in this for o member of Chri:stls
kingdom, the Church, to know that Jesus is His King even now. For He
is the univer:sal, supreme, wbsolute, meek, uerdiful, victorioua, znd
imwortul King, who sits in glory at the Father's right hend, and His
enenies are o« footstool for Iilm. The Church need not feur th. .t zhe will

be destroyed while under the gsrotection of her King.
The binding of Sutun

Aecording to the Premillemni.l visw, when Christ comes in glory to
reign on earth, one of the first things to take place -e.:llln be the binding
of Satan. Rev. 20,1-5 presents t:his picture of the angel imgrisoning
Satune. Interpreting these verses, Dre. Selss comments: "This Angel pos—
geczges the Key of the ibyss, =nd carries a great chaln. He lays hold
on the Dragon, the 0ld Serpeat, which is the Devil nd Satan, binds him
with the chain, casts hiz into the Abyss, aad locke and seals hiuz in,

that he may no more delude tie nations for a thousand years."m Dr. Selas

69. Hueller J.Tey Ou. Cit. p.516
70. Seiss J.A.y, Op. cit. p. 208. Vol. III.
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reasons that this iz a literal transaction. The battle is literal, the
tacing of the Beast wnd False proghet is libépal, cnd znow Satan is 1lit—

" eral, But the chain is of divine making, it is a figurative chain,

It iz a chain of a character thun can bind gpirit und fetier ingels.
Yet, it is to be fautened on the linbs of tue old monster. He will
not be ablé to resist it, nor chake it off. Then for a thousand years

he wiil remein in the bottomlese it until he ig locsed agein for a

1ittle whilc.' Surely, nc student of the Bible will deny thut Satan is

o reul being; no one zays he wust be talen figuratively. DBut it is
difficult to explain the Premillennial line of thinking, obher than
that they have a tt;au.w and will go to greut lengths to substantiate
their theory. In the maiter of the binding of Satun even Seiss admits
thut Reve 2U,1-3 contains very figurative languuge. Yot he confuses
whe entire picturc of the binding oi' Satan by refusing to submit to
figupative interpretotion. VUhy do the Premillennialists not read the
cleur pussages of Seripture beferc they read a theory into lev. 207
Some, like Seiss, do admit thut Reve 20 contains figurative lungusge
and meuns that Setun is deprived of hls povwer. Even other passages of
e Bible express in plain words what here in Rev. 20 is indicated by
a figure of speech - Jesus, the Son of Gud, was sent to inis earth by
the Father "to deatroy tihe works of tho devil, 1 Jolm 35,83 to crush
the soerpent's head, Gon. 5,155 and He, the stronger one, cawe over the
strong one, Satan, and bound him, Liatt, 12,29, Thic binding of Satan
is not to happen in & willenuiil kingdom. Christ's kingdom means that
Christ has conguered a1l Hisz enemies wien by His vicarious dezth for
for &«ll sins the power of the devil was taken from him, Heb. 2,14.15,

M el Sl e e e
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and tue "prince of this world was judged wni cast out," John 1Z,51;
15,11; coumpare Luke 10,18.71 Gatan no longer hus wuny Louwsr over men

or a claii aga nst them, fev., 12,10, ALl wen are called by the Gospel
to "bura from davimess to light and from the jower of Sutua unte God,"
dots 26,105 aul every man wao wccepio this cull of God cannot be held
by Satem, but ig Miclivered from the power of darimuss and bransloted
into the kingdom of His deur Son," Col. 1,15. Even sow Satan is bound,
elso in so far =g for & "Thousand yoars" he canuot Mdeceive the natizas?
by hindering or stopping the victorious course of the fGoopel of Chriztls
Kiogd m of Gracej; it will bz preached in all thie world for s witnese

vnto all nations; and then sia 1 the end come," latt. 24,14,
Tze Antichrist

It will be sometime duping this millenniel kingdoan, suy tie Pre-

millenniulists, that inbichrisé wlll rule. Without this kingdom, their

72
doctirine woula fall. As we review thelir doctrine concerning Antichrist

and hie destruction we ave inclined to believe that the Preuillennial-—
izts teuch that Christ is compelled te set up a visible kingdem, that
He must agpear ia percon to destroy this deadiy foe, for the world of
belisvers cannol fight him with the Word of God. They teach: that at
the establishiuent of Christ's kingdom on carth "The Armies of intichrist
and tiwse opposed to the King of Kings will be dectroyed accerding to
Revs 19, 19-21.7° In Rev. 19,18-21 the Boust will be buken captive.
The Prenillennialists believe the Beast is .ntichrist. Aatichrist and

the ¥False Prophet who is to be precinent ab the same time will bo takeh

7. Heerboth, LeAey Ope cite P50
2. "There wust, therefore, be a true tewple of God on earth, one

which God scknowledges and claizs as His, during the time of Anticlrist."

SO:I.SB, op. cit. Vol. 1II, p.155
78 iiilligan, op. cit. p«520
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prizoners and both cast alive into & lake of brimsione, Thus the
Premillennialists read into the Book of Revelation a period of time,
after the Church had boun taken out of tue world through tne rajture,
during which /ntichrist will rule. But Scrijture zppliss this all te
our prasent kingdom. Scripture speaks of the 'man of zin.! We believe
Seripture means herc the sntichrist.(? Thess. 2) Antichrist will dwell,
not in & structure, 2 building, but witbin the Church itself, and the
great agsusbasy which Antichrist couses is a falling away within the ex-
ternal Church, within the kingdom of Christ. How can the iAntichrist be
an enemy of the Church and woric in the Church, as 2 Thess. 2 reveals,
if the Church iz no longer preszent, if it has buent'raptured?! The Anti-
chirist of Horioture will work ns long ag Lhe Church iz present on earth,
Yes, Scripture doeg toach, as do the Premillemnialiste thit intichrist
will rule, thut the Church will obey neither Christ nor His Gospel, but
doe enly what Antiehrist by hic alleged divine zuthority demands. But

Ceri ture also teaches that his apne.rsnce is pepresented as o sign of
T4

the last times. But Scriuvture does not teach thet afier the destruction

of the encuy, or uny other time, will there be & 1000 years peace for
the Church., When Antichrist is destroyed, thit will be the end of time.
He will be destroyed, 2 Thess. 8,5 with the brightness of His eoming. He
will be revealed and consumen through the preuching of Godls Vord here
in this kingdom and whes Christ finally comes to Juigment - Antiechrist
will utterly be destroyed.

The loosing of Satan for & little while

Accoriing to the Premillennial theory, when antichrist is deostroyed,

74, WMueller J.T.; Ops clt. p.581L
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Christ will be ruling with IIis sainis, asd Isracl will be inhoriting
its owa land. Belove tha thousand years are finished, however, Zatan
must be locseu for o short time, =ad he will go out "bo deceive the
nations which eve in the four yuarters of the earth, Gog and Higog,

to guthor them together to batitled clzr;st end hic forces must wer
agala bto subdue the unbelieviig nations, wuno revolt just bafovre the
end of the %3.75 A right underctanding of the cierncter of Christls
kingdoim, itas mesbers, and thelr desliny will hel; to understand what
terd Lure means by the loosing of Satan For 'a little while.! "The
Church is not a physieal Armageduon, Her warfore is spiritual also

in tne sense thit today her foes are in the field of fluse philosophy
wibioout and a ostate liouernism within, a dondition whiech prevails in
all ]_,‘n([g.n?s Evidently tinls is what fceripiure umeane by the 'loosing
of S=tm.' A1l the foes of the Church of Christ, including Antichrist
are werriag against her, to take from her the precious ppomises of eternal
lif'e with Christ, in an attempt te destroy the foundation of the city

of God, Ps. 11,53 compare also 1 Tim. 4,1; 2 Tim. 5,1-5 and Titus 4,5.4.
The judgments

In watters where Seripture soeaks of only one future event of ils
kind, tie Premillennicl szystem tewchos two eveuis. For exsmple, in the
future coming of Christ, Corist woulu come to gather lic saints and later
would c.ne to rulej in the rosurrection first tie believoers would rise,
then after the thousand years tlie rest of the dead; here concerning the
final judgment the gituntion is svmewhat disrferent, Not twe, but four,

and sometines Premillennialiste syeak of seven judgments, Gaebsleints

75. mgan’ Pe cit. p.sso e
76+ Gruebmer Theo., "W in the night of Prophecy®, p. 140
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theory is that there is a jwigment belore the millennium and one afters
"'he Killenaium is bounded by two distinet judgmenic, one - the opening,
one &t the close of the Willennial fgej; the opening teing th.t of the
nabions, anc of ull powers, terrectrial und super-terrestrial, epposed
o Christ and Hiz reign, ¢ alse by & juogment upon Isracl winu Jeruzalem,
cending in tne redemption of both. v Feinberg docs net hesitute to adeit
that the Premillennialisic difiereutiute ila the maticr of juizzent, They
fina four eschatelogical judgments; bthat of the beliovers, thut of Israely
that of the naticng, and thit ol the Greuat ihite Thrune.’m The bzlievers
are to e juuged during the fmpture; Israel aiter the Great Tribulatieng
the nations during the Tribulation, the dead at the Grsat White Thr.ne.
Cuxrying oul the Fremillencialist priaci le of literal interpretation,
Mitligen hes & ju guent ior every one of tie seven trunpet sound: of which
Sle Julm gpeaks in Revel:;tiun.?g

The fancied intvoduetlion of judgmenis for sia, for nations, for saints
and for sinners ic not only unseriptural, but confusing. &t. Paul assures
uc thet "We musi all o pear before the judgment seat of Christ, th .t svery
one muey receive the tuings done in hic body, wcecord ng to thot he hath
done, uhether it be good or bad." £ Cor. 5,10. Owr Loxrd Himgelif assures
us th.t *all that wre in the grave: shu!l hear His voice, nd siull come
forth; they thut bave dune good, untc the resurrection of life .ud they
Lt bave doae ovil uato the rosurrect on of dammation, John 5,28.20.
Ghrist docs not & euk of «ny e.rthly ingdom separating the rosurrection

and o number of juiguents. He mentions only one reswrrection ind only one

7. Gaebelein, op. cit. Vol. 40 p.54l
78. 4illigan, op. cit. Chupter Z4 p. 272
79. Foinberg Chus., Ope Clie —eZ59
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judguent. "On thit Luist Day the Lord will be reve-led f{rom hcaveny?

2 Thesu. 1,7, but i1f that 1z true, then He was not visible oo o king

on earth befo. ¢ the Last D:xy._"so i7, &5 we bave slready showm the

de.d in Chayist "-“'ul.l. rise firct and then wo wiw are sbill olive shsil

be ecaught uy together w.ith them, tien they certainly wiil not rice a
thousand years earlier than we who still will be alive at the coming

of the Lord - we shall bpe cuughi up together with them - abt the same

tize bo stand before the throne of Goa, clotiwd in Christ's rightecusness.
The New Testament points to only one julguent which is still future, a
juizuent in woich both: the righteous and the unrightecus ace braug.ht
before the sreat tribunuzl ol Gode That doy of the Lord "will ccome as

a thief in the nlghty in which the lLeawveis stall pucs away with: a grest
nocise, and tho clements shell melt with fervent heal, tliec eurth lso

azd the works that arc tucrein shall be burncd us." The Gozpel of Christ's
kiagdom srepared men for bhatl day, that by looking in faitk to their

favior, thoy receive the cverlusting prowises of eternal 1life.

80, Heerboth L.L.' Ope Cit. p.28
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VI. Refutution

The aim of this paper has been to show that Premillenni:-lism is
contrary to ceripture. Soripture teaches that the Kingdow of Christ is
a spiritual kingdom, which ic nothiag elsec but Lod's gracious rule in
tie hearts of believers, This Seripture teaching is wot the teaching of
the Premillennialistse. *fhat the Prewillennialistsz do net arrive at the
same teachings as Scripture might ve readily explained, When interpreting
Seripture passages that are not clear, the Premillencielists fail to keep
in piad four factors that are very essential to Bible interpretetion.
There are many prophetic passages and many symbolicxzl passages in Seristure
ti:at can only be interpreted correctly ii' these factors are born in nind,
They are, Scripture luterprets Scripture; The Gospel dispensation is the
gune for all nen of all ages; Soteriolugy, not eschatolegy is the theme
of Scripture; and the Christians! hope is heaven,

Ho Premillennialist will deny that any of tnese principles are veoprect,
but in practice all depurt from sound prinei les axd read into tie text

soue preconceived ideaj or they will try to harionize pussages to suit

their theory; or perhaps they will even speculate in advancing their 'bheory.el

The crinciple which the Premillemnizlistc fail to use uhen Sceripture ab-
solutely demands its use, is the principle that Seripture interprets Serip-
ture. Serigture is God's Word., Ho Himself is Truth and therefore cannot
contradict Himself., It follows from this that wiatever Ho says in clear,
unmistakeable passages He docs not deny or contradict in other passages.
Consequently all those sayings of the Lord which are to sowe extent diffi-

8l. Engelder Theo., "lotc on Chiliusm," in Concordia ‘he logical Honthly
Vol. VI, p.524,
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cult must be compared with those which are so plain and gimple that
they cannot be misunderstood and must be interpreted in accordance with
themes To this wust be added that whatever God says in sywbolical, or
figurative lunguage must be interpreted in agrecment with such passages
in which lle employs plain teras, using overy wordi in itz proper, literal
sence. This is the proper prineiple, because in symbole and figurative
spe.ch God does not teach the revcrse of what He teaches in ordinary,

plain, simple lemguage.ez

According to these fundamentcl rules of in-
terpretation we must reud Scripture. They will contribute to a rigit
understanding of whuat God seys in His liora concerning the kingdom of
Christ. In the previous scctions of this paper we arrived =t the con-
cluzion that Chrict's kingdom iz spiritual, that the church and tie king-
dom are in reality one and the same, that there ic only one resurrection
and that of all men on Judgment Yay when there will be but one judgmont.
then Christ spoke of His sccond Advent, or when the a ostles wrote of
Christ's second coming, there was not one word mentioned about a thousand
years! reign of Christ on earth im His perscn. Insteoad, many of the
epistles were written to counteract the Judaiging tendeneics of Jewish
converts, und one of tnose Judaistic tendencics was to spread about the
false hopes of & temporal ruler who would relieve the Jews {rom Homan
oppression. There is not one text in the whole Bible thut speaks of a
thousand year:z' personal, visible reiga of our Loxrd in a teamporal world
power. bBut where there are <ifficult passages thut speak of a kingdom
tiat is to be established, we must look to Seripture to clear the mutter

82' Heerboth L.A.’ Oyo eit- p.s




for us. ollowing this rule we arrive atn the doctrine of the e-iritual

kingdom of Christ, into which a mun 1s brought, in which he is kept Ly

the power of God's Word.

And yet, the Promillenninliste arrive at a differcnt tezching. They
do #0 by using eantirely different principles, their ovmn. They wish to
explain every prophecy of the 0ld Testament, every symbol of both the 0ld
and New Testa.cnts, «ad they try to interpret every number regarding tices,
yeurs, we.ks cnd days. Forgetting every sound prineiile of interpretation,
they wish to prove their theory oi = millemniul kingicm on carth, by any
meuns at =1l. One examyle of Premillennielistic principle of interpreta-
tion that illustrates how theirs differ from sound principles is that
given by Blackstone und Scofield. They wish to prove that 2 period of
time exists between the 69th and 7O0th week pfophesied in Daniel. Fach
viock, according t. their lheory, pepresents a period of history, und the
intervul sought for is the millemninl age., This is thedr conclusion,
Isuinh 61 speaks of Chrict!s office of "proclaiming the acceztablec year
of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our God.," This prophecy in the
King Jumes Version of the Bible has = comma, separating the acceptable
year of the Lord and the day of vengeance. This comma should denote the
period of time God does not recion with tlie .‘l'e\-:a.as ifo Bible interpretation

cun ever rest on such a naive principle. The only correct principle is

83. Blackstone Ve, Ope. Cite pe 65« This 1z known as the "Stou-Clock™
Theory. Tiis theory tcaches that during the lew Testisent era God's clock
stops ticking for the Jews until the Millenniul ige, until the 'day of
vengeance.! Scofield gives the reason in a footnote on p. 766 in his Bible,
nObuerve that Jesus suspended the reading of this passage in the synagogue
at Nazareth (Lk. 4,16-21) at the comwa in the middle of Isa. 61,2, The
first advent, therefore, opened the day of 'gruce,! "the acceptabls year of
Jehovah," but does not fulfil the day of veugcunce. That will be taken up
wien kessiah returns.” 3
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that Seripture interprets itself. Thot means Scripture alone c:n tell
us whut method to use in intorpretiug words zud phrases, or thoughts.
We dare not go to the extreme in symbolizing whers Scripturs demznds a
literal interprstation, nor darc we interprst literally whe: Scripture
givusg every eviuence that the passage must be interpreted figuratively.
Barnhouse insiste on t}xe very literal interpretation. He goes even
farther than that; he trics to hermonize passages with no cc.mnecticn at
all, in order te establisk his theories. The result is an alumost fan-
tastic deetrine. In 1l Cor. 6,2 &t. Paul says "thz caints will juize the
world,” Vith a very literal intorpretation, and no consideration of the
ccentext, Darshouse arrives at the doetrine that the saints will rule over
the world, e.ch w.ll have his cwa little domein, He claiuss that there
is proof for this in Luke 1o,17: "Because thou huut becn faithful in =
very little, have thou authoriiy over icn citiea.“m One is overwhelmed
at such intervretation. Reuding into the text leaves no proof at all
thut Scripture distinguishos betvieen a kingdom of God and o kingdom of
Christ. In the light of cleur passages Scripture teaches thet the king-
dom of Chbrist, of God, of hecaven, arc one and means the gracious rule of
God in the hearts of believers. In arriving ot this teaching of Seripture
we have used the principle, Scripture interprets - Scripture.

fnother hermeneutical rule that must be folleowed when intorpreoting
Serigtwe is, the Gospol dispensation is the same for all nmen of all uges.
And so it will ever be. Bub the Premillenniulists teach differently. In
a previous chapter we have sikown that they teuch that Christ will use
force to establish His kingdom; He will not bring them to Himself through

the Gospel. Another mcuns of grace, according to the Premillennialists,

84. Barnhouce D.Gey; Ope. cite D.75
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is that the Jews will see the wounds of Chrisct and rcecognize Mim as
their Savior. Thus the Premillenniczlists teuch varicug means of grice
instead of the only means of which .cripture teach- the Vord of God.
vemillennialien holds that the Jeus will accept the Gospel before Christ
comes to zet up His earthly kingdom; but Dispensaticnalism tecuches contrary
to God's Woxrd that the Jews will be received into God's grace in the
willeinial kingdom by their sacrifices and by recognizing the authority
of Chri:zt. They have overlooked all tihcse passages of Seripture which
te.ch thot man is suved by grace through faith, "Neither iz there sal-
vation in any qthcr, Por there is none other nzme, under heaven, glven
woong men whereby we must be saved," Acts 4,12. Peter spoke tlicse vords
in his serison end indicuted thut Christ was the Savior of all the world,
for the Jeus also; and Jesus will be the Savior of the world until Judgment
Day. The Gospul dispensation is the same for all men of «11 uges, God
cle rly told the children of Israel that He wis dorling with them through
His grace, "Not for thy righleousness or for the uprightne.s of thine
heart dost thou go to possess their (the heathen nations) land... Under-
stznd thereilore that the Lord, thy God, giveth thee not this good land to
pogsess 1t for thy righteousness; for thou art = stiifnecked people,”

5

Deut. 9,5.6.8 This doctrine of election impresses this thought ugon the

believer in the New Testument, "God hath saved Us...not accomiing to our

woris, but according to lis own purpose and grace." £ Tim, 1,9, It is only

when we keep this importint truth in mind that we are able to understand
Chapters 9-=11 of St. Paul's Epistle to the Homans correctly. "In thece

35. mller’ J.!.’ op. Gi’t-. p. 602 f.f.
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chapters the a ostle indeed affirws the universal grace of Gody but
condemns arrvogance and pride of tic selr-righteous, whc, when com—
paring themselves with those who arc lost, reguard themz lves as betber
than they and . ascribe thelir salvetion to their oun *aarthinasa."as
Thus sclvation is by tne grace of Gud through His tiora for all zen of
all sges. The Premillennialists teach diiferently in tuis matier be-—
cause tihey misinterpret those prophecivs of tie 0ld Testament woich
speuic ol a restoration orf the Levitical pructices. They are cusily
explained, Old Testuuent proghecy points to either of tuo periods.
First, they point te the restoraiion of Israsel after the Babylonian
cuptivity. Or, they point to the lew Tesutument Church. Certainly
all the types and {igurcs of the 0ld Testament point to Gm'ist,@
when He cuwo Ste Paul told the Colussians, "Let no man ther-fore judge
you in meat or in drink, or inrespect of an noly day, or oi' the new
moon, or of' the subbathk days, which tre u dhadow of things to come,
ut the budy is of Christ." Col. £,16., By rewembering th.t salvation
is alone by gi-acg througﬁ faith in Christ, no false doctrine of a different
meuns of attaining Godfs grace cun be established. Seripture does not
speak of a millennial kingdom when the Jews will be restored to their
promised land, but it s.euks of a reign of Chr:.ut in the hearts of be—
lievers when all the old ceremonies will be abrogated and full trust in
Cirist is the reguisite.

The third prineciule which the Premillenniclists seem to forget is
that the central teuching of Sceripture, around wiich all other teachings

hinge is zcterioclogy, not eschatology. iihen one examines the Premillennial

86, Mueller J.T., op. cit. p. 602 ff.
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theory of an exrthly kingdom, he comes to tie conclusion that the
Brenilkennialists believe that only at Chriut's second coming can a
believer experience umspeckable joys and blessedaess. But no, even
now in remission of eins a believer recelves uaspeaizable joy at the
thought that Jesus died for his sins and forgave them all, It is just
that forgiveness which ie given a man when he accepts the atonecient of
Christ. He then becomes a member of Christ's kingdom, For %o bs a
pomber of the kiungdoms means to have forgivenses of gins through faith
in Christ who died in mun's stead, Luke 1,77; Rom. 5,103 2 Cor. 5,19,
All seripture centers around this cne theme - Christ and lHis viearioug
atonemonte. he 0ld Testawent pcople, theilr sucrifices, their government,

all wore . type of Christ and His Glmrch.a?

The Son of Hun cuie to

scok end to save thut which vas lost. Ciwist's cowling into. the wordd

wig foreordained by God so thib men might be saved, Theve is no esphasis
upon an esrthly kingdom, 4 kingdom wiieh ulilacteliy leads %o sternal lifej
the whole plua of God was centered in the cross, wnd the only future
promise we have is that when Christ comes e second time, He will take us
to Himgelf in heuven, Johm 14,5. Iven at His coming only those who have
trusted In [im, have séugh'!‘. forgiveness «t His cross, will be taken with
Jesus to heaven. Seripture pictures the end of «ll temporzl things many
times and never once wentlons any carthly blisc connected with Christ's
second coming. HNot so the Premillemnialists. They are disappointed that
God has permitted the world to go on as it has, with ull its sorrow and
troubles. This curnal attitude ic so strong in them that they would take
gSeri ture apurt from its context, irom the assuges that tecch otherwise,

and asply them to mean such a kingdom s they dreamw about, J.J. Euanter

87. iueller J.T., op. cit. p.80
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: éreams of the time he might be on eurth when Christ will rule; thece
will be roade and travel then .z there are now, und with the radio,
with television, s> that each family sitting in their own hoze, can
see and licten to Jesus, even ws dia ilis disel les «s they sut on the

o= That is not what Serizture reveals when

mountain side or in a boat.
it spesks of the blecsedneoss of the kingdom of Christ, Such blezsedness
we bave by the grace of God through faith in Christ Jesus now and for-
ever,

The Christian is urged by the agostles to direet their thoughis
heaven-wurd whigch is tie final goel. That is the fourti rule which the
Premilleonnizliste loy wside while they theorize zbout a 1000 years reizn
oi Christ here on earth. Christ ot His couing will “"deliver up the king-
don to Gou, even the Father" ( 1 Cor. 15,£3.24.) The judgment ’.‘.'s'-ron;s
are there locubed where Chricst now is, in the "heavenlies®, (Eph. 1,3;
Evhe 6,12). Ho earthly kingdom is pictured here, the end of mun's stay
on carth, a most important happening in man's history, but nc wmention of
an esrthly kinjdom. Thit can only mean thut there is ne suck kingdom,
Tre believers in Christ will be teken to the 'many mensions! prepered for
thea by Christ. All the divine promises of ruture welfure una happiness,

leve 21,1-4; of rest, Heb. 4,9-11l; Hev. 14,133 of rouard, iutl. 5,5.123

and of glorification, Ps. 17,155 1 John &,23&Phil. 5,20.21. speck of heaven,

not of this present worlde Our lively hope is not e.rthly blezsings, but

e e et s,

"an inheritance incorruptible and uncefiled, sad that fadeth not awvay,

roserved in heaven," 1 Pote 1ly8.45 4,8.15. The whole plan of salvation

88. Hunter JeJes OPs Cits D80
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might bc sunmed up in tho words of Hte. Paul, "Elesz:ad be the God

and Pather of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath bleszed us with oll
egpiritus) blessings in heavenly places in Christ; according a: iie

huth chosen ug in Iiim before the foundation of the worki, that we
should be holy znd without blame before Him in love, having pre-
destinated us unto the adostion of children by Jesus Christ to Jiim-
sell according to the good plea.ure of lidls will, to the praicze of the
glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accopt ed in the Beloved.?
Ephel,i~8., Interpreting Scripture, by uvsing sound principles of in-
terpretation will bring us to the truths which it reveals. If ‘t.he.Pre—
millenniclists would follow those rulesy, as they cluim to, they could
never arrive at thelr doctrine of a millennium, They would realiz e
thut Scripture shovs God's concern for lost souls and HisY"- uesgaze by

which thoy are brought to Christ and eternal life.
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