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183,
that the Mussites werc serilous in their reform measures at
this time was the almost universal supplanting of the Matin
language by the mother tongue, Bohemian, at worship.

It was at this polnt that a division in the ranks of the
ussites became evident. All of Hus' followers were agreed
that thero werc many desirable reforms to bes sought in the
Church of the day. But not all wer: agreed as to the extent
of thesc reforms., There were some who were not agreed on the
adninistration of Commmion In both kinds as one of the desir-
2able reforms. They formed the moderate Catholic party wino
were lmown as the Calixtincs. They later took the name Utra-
quists, from the Iatin phrase: sub utraque specie. The Callixe
tinee were strongest in Prague and were sometircs called by
tho name Praguers. *© They insisted on the administration of
the “ord's Supper in one kind, the eup being withheld from
the laity. By 1436, the date of thé signing of the Compacta=-
f.a, the Calixtines conceded to Communion under both kinds.
They were to remain Hussites in name forr a short time, but
moderately Catholic in prectice. The Praguers, or the moder-
ate Catholic party, wers lod by Jan of Pribrama and Christian
of Prpavatic, Prokop of Flzen, Poter of Mladenovie, Vavrinec
of Brezovo, ani Simon of Tiénovo. 19

A new party formed to the left of the Calixtines which
observed and held to Commmion in both kinds. This group
rejected the dass, purgatory, and 21l but two of the sacra-

18. Robert J, Kerner, Czechoslovakia - Twenty Years of

Inde%deme; P 17 -
. » 22- cit., p. 150.
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19.
rents, and above all insisted upon the Bible as the sole
euthority in all matters of belief, %o the exclusion of the

ral tradition of the Church as upheld by the University.

The more fanatical group, the leftiste, econgregated in
the southern districts of Bohemie, and held conventicles in
the °Oren air. Thelir chief center was the srall town of L’;st.i,
to which they geve the Biblieal nams of Tebor, really a name
for the assembled group and not of DBiblical origin, as one
writer pute 1t. 20 The Taborites, &s they celled themselves,
would have re resonciliation with the Romish Chureh, regarding
ez fundarentally corrupt In doctrine and worship ihaf.ewr is
not found in Seripture, and so soon passed over into wiolent
fanaticionm and iconoslasm. <% was this group which mas to
carry on the Hussite wers. Their leaders were Mikulas of
Pelnrinov, the priest Jan Capel, Vaclav Xoranda, Sr., Jan
lemee, end later Poter Payne. o+

During the three years following Jerome's death the
breach between the moderate perty and the fanaticzl, more re-
dical group among the Hussites steadily widemed. The Univer-
sity of Prague, which had come to occcupy the position of ar-
biter on all doctrinal issuss, had set its face against the
extrenizts, t0Jk up an uncomprising view on the Sacrament,
and declared Commmion in both kinds te be necessary to sal-
vation. This did not help alleviate any of the problems of

20. Jakuboe, Op« cit. Pe 150.
21. Traub, Véeobeony Dejepis, P. 127.
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union.

Iz the year 1417 the fethers of the Couneill prescribed
& sericc of 24 articles intended to withdraw the Dohemians
from the “ussite heresy. However, Yencesleus, king of Bohe-
mia, forbade the publicetion of these srticles in his dominions.
leenvhile, the Universi'by of Pregue, under the influence of he
Calixtiines, drew up a series of 13 articles formulating a code .

of religl

Q

us tenets intended to compose thelr differences.
Siglsmmad now t.hdught everyt ing was to return to nor-
Ho peturned to Constance and ettempted to remind the
Counell of the promised reform in the Church. But when the
Couneil would not yield to ths infallibility of the Pope, the
Zmpeoror found himself at his mit's end. He ordered the king
of Dohemia, Wenceslaus, his brother, ito restore former priests
to thelr charges. The most populer reformer, John Jessents,
weg banished under this order.

Wenecslaus® ediets of restoration created great commotion.
The magistrates entresated that threec churches in Prague should
be set apart for Calixtine (Utraquist) commmion; the privilege
was granted. However, the people generally saw the old forms
regiored, and that with resentment. The school: also created
dissension., The people of Sohenia were agalan facing a gloomy
future. During the same year the kiag lssued an order lor the
disarmament of the people of Pragus. dJan ilélm, the one-eyed,
ardent followsr of Hus, and later loader of the Hussites,
interposed and stated to the king that the burghers wer: always
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ready at hic command to use their property and theilr lives in
hisg defense against his enemies. This polite assertion of the
ancicnt prerogative of the nation happily sueceeded. With
this on their side the Yraguers had weapons with which o open
the conflict, which at ihis tine already was inevitable.

The threats of the Council, the changed atiitude of “ing
wWenceslaus, the quarrels ihroughout the counitry parishes, and
the exclusion of the people {rom the churches created so pro-
found & sense of discontent and approasching danger iLhat tie
reformers of Ustl selected the strong post of the hill and
fortified it. Ihis was afterward named ‘avbor, a fortified
refuge in casc of need. It was a natwal fortress. Here in
the summer of 1419 ihe people eacamped o worship God freely
under the open sky.

July 22nd of this yeur a great congregation was called
together on the hill. From all parts of -onemis and Loravia
a muliiiude of more ithan foriy thousand assembled and par-
took of ecommunion under both kinds on tables erecied for the
occasion. - This meeting created strong religious eanthusi-
asm and strdnghened the hearis of alli engaged. Ireaching,
processions, singing, praying, commmion, led every day by a
different pastor, and "religious rejoicing of the wost peace-
able and exhilerating deseripiion filled the days." =0 A1l
were "brothners" and "sisters", and all were happy uogether.

livcanwhile, the contentions in Prague resulted ia the

22, William H. Jellie, The Study aund Homiletic Monthly,
P. 841l.
23. Vickers, gop. cit., p. 420
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foreible suppression of Hussite instruction in the schools
which ended in the complete surrender of the Hussites to the
Catholic party. The lussite books were ecorrupted and filled
with Catholic pictures. A Hussite (Utraquist) procession, led
by Jan Zelivo, a priest earrying a monstrance, through the
strects of Yregue was overwhelmed with stones thrown from the
windows of the city hall where a Catholic couneil had been
installed by the king. The hall was stormed under Ziska's
leadership. Seven councillors were thrown from the windows
and impaled on the pikes of the paraders below. The city was
once agein in turmoil. "This action first gave the Hussite
movement & revolutionary and anti-dynastic chearacter.” =
The king vowed vengeance against the entire Hussite sect. IHe
took away three churches of the Hussites in Prague. This
only aroused the Hussites the more. Under Zigka they stormed
the city and took over the cathedral of St. Nicholas by force.
The king would undoubtedly have taken more stringent measures,
but his days were numbered. After a short, gloomy siclkness
brought on by the town hall seene, he fell victim to an apo-
plectie stroke. %5 v

Public order and diseipline in the c¢ity of Prague, great-
ly shaken by the events of July 3oth, were almost shattered by
the death of Vienceslaus. The anger of the population declared
itself after the king's death in unbounded measure. The dis-

24, Count Iustzow, The Hussite Wars, p. 12.
2«5. 309’8.1{, -03-- ait.v' pb‘-ﬁ'a
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conternted elemente of the old sectlion of Prague at once dtlrect-
ed thelr wrath and fury against the ornaments, organs, pilctures
and other peculiar furaiture of the churches. They were torn
dovn with ruthless fury. A period of iconoclasm was 2t hsnd.
Prissts; monks and friars fled or concealed themse Ives in
fortressees or costlies. lany of their adhereants followed then.
l'onasteries were broken up, pselaces burned, public houses of
egeignaetion openly encouraged by the late government were torm
dorm. The sare scene took place iIn other cliles throughout
the whole lend of Bohemia and Horavia, 26

Up till now there had heen sporadic, but rather disunited
attaclks from both sidse=z. The Bohemisns, threatened at home by
o feeble and vacilleting lking, and abroad by the official emis-
saries of the papel pontiff, now felt themselves oﬁliged to
gather in numbers for self-defonse. This marks the alignment
of the Mucsites into ranks of marching Christians who soon
made themsclves knowm throughout Burope., It marks the begin-
ning of the Pussite Wars, wars which were to keep central
SZurope embrolled Tor 17 years (1419-1436 ).

e Hussites gathered on it. Tabor. While Jan Zelivo,
the noted preacher, taught them the doctrines of the Bidle,
the one-eyed and later totally blind leader ZiZlm trained the
Huasites in the use of arms. And well worthy was he to do so.
His foame extended to all parts of Swrope. His ability and
prowess in war were still fresh in the minds of many people.

26. Viskers, op. gsit., p. 422
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Many recalled how Yen Z2iska had wielded the mace before the
eyes of Henry V of England and had taken the honors of Agin-
court. Others, according to tradition, place hinm in highposi-
tions in campaigns in Poland. Suffice it to say, Zizska was
a military leader par excelldnce. The Hungarians later éaid
of him: "He is not a human being, but a devil, for he (the
devil) gives him such advice and counsel, that we cannot harm
him. ™ 27

ZiZka welded his peasant forces into & strong unit. Gar-
nished with flails, maces, plkes, crossbows, swords, and with
gunpowder, the Hussites presented a rather weak-looking army.
"The kernel of his army consisted of farmers armed with flails,
from which protruded spikes. ©“n the end of long halberds were
forks; long iron hooks served as a means of dehorsing cavalry-
men." 28 One writer speaks of the Hussite army using gun-

29 mus was Zizka's ermy equipped. But with Zizka's

powder.
penchant for rellying his forces to his side, ZiZka was ready
for battle with the most formidable of foes.

Religious sentiment, however, threatened to undermine
these arrangements. The prineiple of non-resistance operated
on many minds. It is characteristic of the rugged scruples
which lay behind the ereced of the Hussites that ZiZka should
have addressed the inquiry to the University as to whether

material warfare was permissible for the Word of God. The

27. Karol Kalal, iny Slovenska, P. 34. »

28, Stephan Tuhy, “r., ell Luteransky Kalendar,
Pe 136,

29. Traub, op. cit., p. 129
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decislion authorized forece to repel eruel aggression and ty-
rannical oppression.

It was in this spirit that the Hussites, guided by Ta-
vorite leaders, prepared to resist Sigismund. W1th Usti, now
lmown as lit. Tabor, as thelr fortified headquarters, the Hus-
sites marched. ZizZka, following entirely original tactiecs,
Inspired the masses with his own enthusiasm and welded the
peasants and tomnsfolk into a disciplined a&rmy capable of re-
sisting in the open field the mounted chivalry of Bohemia and
Hungary. Due to the small number of men and equipment which
ZiZka had in the early years of the Hussite Wars, Zizka had
to confine himself to defensive wars almost exclusively. But
this did not hinder Z1fka too greatly. Attacked at Sudomer
by greatly superlor forces in the spring of 1420, he achieved
victory by a new formation of mobile wagons, which checked
hostile attacks and offered a base for sudden sorties. "At
first he uscd ordinary peasant wagons with sides and bottoms
protected by boards. Afterwards the outside or wing-of-battle
wagons were improved to sult the military purposes required
of them, ¥hen the army was on the defensive the wagons were
parked in such a way as to form & huge rectangle, thus pro-
viding Zizka's men with points d'appul like those offered by
the ramparts of a fort:. On the mareh the supply and commis-
sariat wagons were placed between the outside files, and in
the event of an unexpected attack by cavalry the wings were
able toplose up and reproduce the rectangular formation. To
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do this successiully order was an essential condition, and
was still more necessary when the leager moved up for a sur-
prise attack. A sudden sortle of massed bands from the wagons
- would then turn an attack into a rout, if the enemy had pre-
viocusly been physically and morally shaken by heavy firing.
Unless the enemy's discipline was strict and the leader in ef-
fective control of his forces, the effect of such sorties was
frequently devastating.” 90 This was the order of mareh which
was to make the Hussite armies famous in the annsls of historw ,
for with this formation, as yet unexploited by any other army,
and with the forcefulness of speech and the uncanny mowledze
of terrain, human nature, and methods employed by the opponents,
zizka was to defeat hosts numerically stronger than he countk ss
times. One writer puts it in these words: "The bliad old
leader could speal as well as fight and could marshal and
guide the pescions of men with a skill equal to that with
which he condusted armies.” °1 Thus he brought the Taborite
army to fight cven when they did not want to fight. Many a
certain defeat and inevitable massacre was turned to victory
in this way.

By the end of June, 1420, large crusading armies began to
converge upon Praguc. The soldiers were drawn from almost
every naitlon in Burope and thercfore lasked real corporate
spirit and unity. They were convinced of the hideous wicked-

30. Seton-Watson, e cilt.,pp. 60-61. ,
31. Gillet®, 5o Bobemian Reformation, p. 501.
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nesg of the Bohemians, and were ready to massacre first, and
then inguire into the religious beliefs of their victims. The
Taborites and Ytraquists, tho differing in belief, combined
forces to preserve Prague. The enemy was signally defeated.

Tais vietory, gained through the combined action of the
two groups, encouraged the victors to attempt a compromise of
action and opinion. During the battles, discussions were
golng on among the spiritual leaders of the Hussites. Altho
Prague and Tabor fought together when the common foe appeared,
yet the differcnces of religlous views gradually became fixed
in formal creeds. Each party endeavored to convince the |
other, and in the divergent feeling that resulted an open
rupture became inevitabL le when the external pressure would
be removed. The two parties bscame more and more embittered
toward one another. The arist ocratic Calixtines, at whose
head was John Rokycan of Prague, declared that they would be
satisfied 1f the Catholic Church would concede four articles
to them. The Taborites regarded this as shameful treason to
the eause of truth, and continued the sconflict alone. 52

The result of the compromise was drawn up in the four
Articles of Prague, which were to remain the Charter of the
Hussite faith. In it they announced that "the Bohemian nation
and its Christians trusting loyally in God, stand with all
their goods, for life and death, as best they may, against
everyone, for the following four Christian Articles, resting

52: Kurtz, Op. git., p. 212




upon the New Testament of Jesus Christ:

I. That the Word of God shall be freely
and without hindrance proclaimed and proeached
;Jgachristian priests in the kingdom of Bohe=-
II. That the holy Sacrement of the Body and
Blood of Christ under the two kinds of bread
and wine, shall be frecly dispcnsed t0o all true
Christians who are not shut off by mortal sin.

ITII. That since meny pricsts and monks held
many earthly possessions, against Christ s com-
mand and to the disadvantage of their spiritual
office and also of the temporal estateés, such
priesis shall be deprived of this illegal power
and shall live model lives according to Holy
Scripture, and following the way of Christ and
the Apostles,

IV. That all mortal sins, and especially
those that are public, as also other disorders
contrary tc the divine law, shall be prohibited
and punished by those whose office it is, and
that s0 the evil and false repute of this
country may be removed and the well-=being of
the kingdom and of the Bohemian nation may be
promoted."” 33

This document was t0o serve as a model spiritual charter
for the world. It was both ideal and practical, linking re-
form withrsoci.al order and justice in the state. But more
than that, in the words of Bishop Creighton, "these articles
were a worthy exposition of the principles of the Reformation;
the first asscrted the freedom of man to search the Seripiures
for himself; the second attacked one of the great outposts of
sacerdotalism, the denial of the cup to the laity; the third
cut at the root of the abuses of the ecclesiastical system;
and the fourth elaimed for Christianity the power to regene-~
rate and regulate society.” % This charter served until the

time the northern countries, especially Germany, took up the

33. Seton-Watson, op. cit., p. 62/
54. Ibid' p. 620
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task of reform on a wider scalee.

Siglsmund, houever, denounced the charter, and refused
to ablde by 1t. With the aid of the Pope he set out even more
ruthlessly to root oult the heresy in Bohemia. The intolerance
of the Roman Church and that of the Emperor Sigismumd led to
hostile reactions by the Hussites. UNeither party sould be
held innocent. When the Hussites were treated beastly in war-
fere they retaliated with like measurcs. The German chronic ler
Windecke remarks that amld the savagery of ceptured and burnh g
castleg, it was still the Hussite prectice to spare the women
and children.

The Mussites with inferior forces defeated armies of the
Empercor and the Pope numbering as high as 130,000 men, 90,000
foot and 40,000 horsenene. 55 Other large forces were defeated
before the battle started. "The fame of the Hussites spread
far and wide, and the enemy was often paralyzed with fear
gimply upon hearing the battle hyrmn of the Hussites 'Kdoz
jsou Bo#l Bojowvniei! (O Ye Warriors of the Lord God)e" 20
The famous Hussite war-song is often called the Bohemian
Varselllaise. °' Spurred on by vietory Ziiks end his valiant
band went on %o new goals. The armies of Zizlka now left Bo-
hemia for lopavia and Slovakia, touching Austria and ‘usatia,
detalls of which shall be discussed later.

35« Jellie, ¢ clt. « 843.
36« Gearge’ng'k.k?‘h; sites in Slovakia®, The “utheran

Beaacon, Vol.I, (November, 1944), p. 166.
— o7lactzow, Op. git., P. 31.
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Upon Lils return froum Moravia ZizZka was struck down by a
plague which was dovastatiang the countryside. What wer could
not do an epldemic did.

Zitke"s loss was dscply felt by the Taboriteas. Tith thd r
leader gone, the future indeed looked gloomy to soms of the
Taborites. Some Taborites mourned the loss of Zizke so groat-
1y, that they perpetuated the memory of their leader by cal-
+ing themselves Orphans. They became more fanatical than the
already extreme Taborites. 58

But another great leader came t0 the fore in the person
of Procopiuc the Great, also known as frocoplus the Bala.

Under Irocopius the Great the Hussite armies made new advances
and new sorties. Germany wes invaded. The Hussites advanced
tirough Germany, passed through Bsrlin, and reached the Baliic
Sea. a9 The electorates of Saxony, Thuringia and Silssia
were iluvaded on this campeign and laid waste. Seventy tomms
were ravaged and burned Lo the ground according to one writer.‘o
Por the firct time the Germans were forced to negotiate on
equal terms instead of demanding unconditional swurrender.

Jhen German armies under the leadership of Frederick, elcctor
of Saxzony, invaded Bohemia, the Husside armies repulsed the
attacks and completely routed the enemy. By this time the at-
tacks wore a mtter of fire and sword. DEverything was lald
waste. Therc were times when the Germans flsd in such haste

38, Feo Kglhanck, Iuadove Deéig Goskoslovenske, P. 92+
38. Traub, ope cit., Ps
40. » OPs cit., p. 92
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that booty was abundant in the field., The Hussenflucht was
to remain one of the most painful memories of the fifteenth
century in Gemny.

The Fope, lartin V, urged all Europe t0 send its warriors
against the beleaguered, but still invincible Bohemians. War-
riors from the lietherlands, Alsace, Switzerland, Swabla, France,
Bavaria, Saxony, Thuringia, Hesse, Brandenburg, Hagdeburg,
Mecklenburg, Pomerania and Silesia joined forces. 200,000 men
in the field prepared to defeat and destroy the "heresy" of
the Bohemians. Procopius advanced to the rellef of one of the
beleaguered garrisons with about 17,000 men. So great was the
terror of the very name of Bohemlan and Hussite that the in-
vesting enomy army confusedly took to flight befare the enemy
showed his face. The imperial host wasted away while the
Hussites marehed into Austria and Silesia.

By the year 1431 the last great crusade of the nations
agalnst the Hussltes had taken place, but with no effect.

The Hussite armies under Procopius then marched into Hungary
and lMoravia. In 1431 Cardinal Caesarini with an army of
130,000 attempted to annihilate the Hussites. The cardinal’s
army laid waste the open country and the eities which they
entered. But while the Hussite army was still a mils distant
their shout and song were heard, lmd confusion and alarm
spread among the cardinal's army. ¥Wild disorder reigned.

The entire army of the enemy, wagons, horses, footmen became
a tangled mob, trampled eaeh other down in a mad effort to




escape, and fled in dlsmay.

With this defeat still sorely remembered, the Catholic
partice called for a peace. The Czechs had attained the sunm~
mit of their military power and glory. At no period was the
fate of Burope s0 ecompletely in their hands. And yet the Hus-
sites were only (oo willing to have pesce. They were tired &
war. FProcopius at the head of a delegation of 300 went to
Bagel 1o effect a reconeciliation, a compromise.  John Rokyean,
the Calixtine ehileftain, and Feter Payne worc the two greatest
spokesmen of the Hussite cause at this Council. Thus, the
Calixtines had the greater say of the two factions. After
mugh discugssion the following formal articles were proposed
and adopted by the Council:

I. The Holy Sacrament is to be given
freely in both kinds to all Christians in
Bohemia and Horavia, end to those elsewhere
who adhere to the faith of those countries.

II. All mortal sins shall be punished
and extirpated by those whose office it is
t0 do a0. L

III. The Word of the “ord 1s to be freely
and truthfully preached by the priests of
of the Lord and by worthy deacons.

IVe The priecsts In the time of the law
of grace shall elaim ownership of no worldly
possessions. 41

Beyond & question of doubt the Calixiines were the vie-
tors in this Council. The negotiations, the tedious and re-
peated discussions at Basel, and the impatience of the Calix-
tines produced a semnsc of enmity against the Taborite party,

who were acecused of revolutionary designs, and whose obstinacy

41. Seton-Watson, op. eit., p. 72
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was charged with the prevention of a settlement. The mili-
tary position of the *aborites was thus seriously weakened.
Open strife took place. Tired with war, the Calixtines
aligned themselves with the Catholic party and the Imperial
party against the Taborites. After four years of virtual
inac tivity, while the Council of Basel was in session, the
Taborites were anything but prepared for a crisis. Thus in
1434 at the battle of LipanyThe Taborites were defeated and
their leader fell a victim of war. "Hussitism had weakened
itself by internal dissension and the Catholics in the land
now beecame very stroag." % With this civil war in Bohemia
came 0 an cnd. Sigismund was recognized as the undisputed
sovercign after sevenieen years of war against the Bohemians.

What brought on these terrible wars? Tho the confliect
between German and Slav was always one of the major elements
involved, yet it is utterly false to suggest that the lus-
site movement was mere cover for national fanaticism. The
religious issue dominated czech-natioml 1life, just as in the
literature of the period it drove all other issues into the
background. "Bohemia at this time was intellectually more
advanced than Germany," and many of its nobles, tho they were
brave warriors, felt a genuine interest in religious qmatiohs,
and had anxiously hoped for the very necessary reform of the
Church. % In one sense it may be said that the Czechs or Bo-

henians were a mere mouthpiece of a well-nigh universal move-

42, Kerner, Ope. cit., p. 18.
43. Inat.zm,'_'gg.- olt., P. 6.
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