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day~ o .. d in his D1aloguo nnd Ti .. ilo3_y oompooed while he was at 

Oxford. 15 Jerom was subjected to a reoantatton o.f h1s nas­

t.cr •s "hcresy11
, and 1n a eta te of wealo:less brought on by pi-o­

longecl illucr;G signed tho recanta t1on. 'Ibis was looked up<>:l 

by the people £ts e. area t hum1llat1on. Jerome-hOlrover, soon 
t uit icrou his r eoanta.tion and a year after Hua death sui'f'ered 

the ~rre fate as h.lA tea"<>ber. On the whole Jerooo waa a VB.·· 

oill.at.1ns ind1v1.dual. Ile laokod t he obaracter of h!.a t.eacher. 

The Council was not oontent r.i th dlapo-s.•ng of the two 

bige;cst 1renr but oha llenged t.he 452 Bob.em1o.n nobles and lords .. 

They r.crc :.:u:r:rrnoued t o appeo.r be.fore the Couno ti.. &t t he 

lo:rds nud nobles 1gnared the summons. It uns not long be.fo :"e 

o. compl ete br e~k was 1n sight. The 1nterd1ct tms completely 

disrc~nrdod1 and alraost .fro111 the first, the o lergy �~� the ant1-

Cono111aJ:-. party proceeded to dispense Conmmion 1n both kinds 

1n tho lending churches of Prague. While llus still lived 

Jacob of St.r1bro and other prtests. with tbe consent of liwi. 
began observing the Lord's Supper 1n both kinda-. adm1n1ster­

tng both bread and wine to the laity. 16 "Botb1ng aholra nn-e 

clearly the idealist obaraoter of the early Huasltes tban 

their adoption o.f the Challn as the 87fflbol of their .tat th.• l7 

�~�~�e� oballoe 1'ecame the vi.slble symbol of the Ru.ssttes. whloh 

t~y placed on their otmrohes and .tlags. Another evldeDoe 
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that tho Iluscl tes nc1~ serious in the11" reform meamiree at 

t,hls ttm u2s t he almost universal supplanting ~ t be Latin 

laagunce by t,ha mother tongue• B:>hem1.an, at. norsb1p. 

It mis at this point thn t a div1e1on in the ra.nlm of the 

_!uss i te~ b~ame evident. All of' Iiu~' follcmers waI'e a.greed 

t hnt t h0r~ uero ma1.1y desil"abla ref'orms to be GOUo"'ht in the 

Churc h of' tho d:t.y. But not all ue.1"~ agreed aa to too extont 

or t hos ... l"cf'or::-.s. There uorc sat:1e vho uere pot agreed on the 

admin:ts trn tiou of' Com:nv.nion in both kindo an one of t t\e desir­

o.i:>lo r0f'o1~ms. IJ.be-y .formed the modera t-3 cu thoJ.ic plrty who 

;e1"0 m arm as tho Oali;ttinoo. They later took the naIIB Utra­

qv.1ots. f'ron the Is.tin phrase: sub utraque specie. The Ca.11x­

t1ncs nsre strongest iu P.ra.gUA and were somatt."!O s cal.led by 

t he no:m Praguers. 18 They 1ns1ste.d on the adm1n18t.rat1on of 

tho .:..iord 's Supper in one kind, the cup being withheld fia'om 

the lnity. By 143G, the date of the signing of the Compacta­

ta, too Cal1~t1nes con~eded to Communion tmder bJth k1nds. 

They ncre t,.o N>DB1n !Iussi.tes 1n name f'or a short ttme .• but 

modera t-s ly Ca thO l1c ln prao tioe. The P.raguers • or the !:'\Oder­

n te Catholic party. wore led by Jan at Pr1ln-aIIE. and Christian 

01· P?-o . .., ~ t.1c. Prokop or .Pizen. Peter 0£ MladencwSa. Vavr1nec 
, .. 1~ 

of Brazavo. aai Simon o£ T1sn<Wo. 

A new party t'crmd to the left or the Oa llxt.1.Dee wh1c h 

observed and be ld to Couvrun1on in both kinds. 'Ibis group 

reJeoted tte Mass. purgatory. and all but two of the aaora-

18. Robert J • Kerner, Ozeohoal.oYakla - TlrentJ X'ears 2£. 
lndepelldell08• P• 17 .. 

.1.9. lilfu.bec • ~· ~- • p. 150. 
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I.".ents, !>-.ntl ab ove all insisted upori the Btble as t ri o sole 

a.utb..o1•1ty in ~11 ::r.at.terc• of belief', to the exclusion of the 

oral trn d i t i o!'l or the Churc h no up:;e lcl b:, too Untvers1ty. 

The n:or c .fanatical gi .. Ou.I;i , t:w leftists. congt'eeated in 

the sout hs1 .. i: districts cf Bohemia, 9.P.d held eonven ttoles tn 

·i:.bc ope n n ir-. Tueir c h ief' center tro.s the m:.all tOffll of· Ustf, 

to uh'.tc h t hey cave t ho Biblio.al nauX> of' Tabor, really a no.re 

f'or "i:.12e asE.er!!blee. e;roup and 1 ot cf' DU) l1.ca.l Ol"1g1n. as one 

urlte:r> putc 'lt. 2 0 The Tabo1 .. ites, an they ce.lled t riemselves, 

nou.ld bnv3 r .c l"eoonc 1 lia t1on n1 th the Romish Church, rogard!n,e 

as fur4dar..cmt,o. lly oorrup t in docti~ine aud worship vhatever ts 

1 o-c, f' 0t--.i1d in Scripture. and so soQn passed over into violent 

i'anu tic iom n.n d 1conoo lnsm. It was this gi"oup which was to 

ce..::.~r y ~n t.:c H.u.ss i te nars. ~ir leaders were !.akulas o£ 

Pclhri~ov. the priest Ja'n Capek. Vaclav f(oranda. Sr •• Jan 
llemec • a n d later Peter Pa:,no. 21. 

Dw."1ne tho three years f'oll.cro1ng Jerome's doa th the 

broaoh betueen the moderate party t1-nd the :faua M~cal, !!'lCXP8 rc­

dical g:roup among tbe Huasi tes st~dtl.7 widened. 1'he UntYar­

Di ty of: Prngw,. whioh had oor.1G to oooupy tho posit.ion ~ ar­

biter ou all doo.tr1nal issues. had set its faoe against the 

e:·~~-eniats,. tO'Jk up an UJlC·ODlP".91sing view an to, Sacrament.. 

and deola.red Conmm1on in both kinds to be necessary to ea.l­

va tton. This did not help alleviate &fl7 or the problema of 

20 .. Jakubee. ~- _!lt •• P• 150. 
21.. Traub,. ViiiobeoJij DeJepla. P• 12'1. 
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II: the ·yen1" 1417 the fe tuers of the Counoil proao:r1bed 

o. s e ric::: oi' 2-1 u.rtic les i n tend ... d. to n i thdrau tue Do°l".em1ana 

""'· l· t-~ !! • t h .1..1."'0ln ·~us ---US3 '.!. C • e_rcsy • Hor1evcr. Ylenoesle.us_ kill~ o.f' Dohe-

r..ia~ i'or~d.c t.ie publici·. t1ou of' these artic los in h is CTor._m1ons. 

--:ea.nrrhilc . the 0n ivero1t.y of' Pre.gue. unde1" t ~!.O inf'luenoe 0£ tie 

Ca..li ~:ti1~es. dret up a series of 15 32.,ticles :rorreula.t1ng a code . 

o'E reli.::,;iou::; to~ ets :!.n tended to co'!l1pose t:1etr dti"ferences. 

Si ti1simLVJ.c. non thought evcr:rt·. ir<g nes to retw.,n to 01.,­

j:.c.l. He 1-..e t~"'::1.ed to CJ onst,anoe e.::.1cl e.tterapt0rJ. tc, remL"ld the 

Cow e il of' the promised r e£orm i n the Church . fut 'Vren the 

Council =ou.l d n ot y ield to the in.faL1.1bil1ty of the Pope. t:-..e 

!.:!rnporm.-- f'oun~ hL.-P.!Jelf e.t '!.lis ,:,it's end. He ordered the ldng 

to t~cir charges. The most populc.r re.former. John Jessentz. 

Wcnccsla.us t odicts of restoraticn created great comoot!.on. 

T11e Sluistr~ tss entraa ted that t:l?"Ce ohllrchos in Prague sho~ld 

be set ~.part !'or Cal1xt1ne (Utrnquist) oommunionJ the Pl"1v1lcge 

was ~antsd. Hor:ever * the people 3enera lly san t he old fari:JS 

res t.orod. a;id the. t ui th res-entment. Tb.e s~hool!: also o?te&ted 

dissc:::1siou. The people o.r Bo.1:iema were aga1n .tac tna a glo~ 

fu-turo. During the sarr.e ~ar tho k1ng issued an order :ror the 

disarim.ment or the people of Prague. Jan Zlika. the oae-eyed, 

ardent roiio.er of nus. and later leader or the Bussltea. 

interposed and atated to t.be king that the bm-gher8 wer·.:> alllaJ8 
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ready o.t his oommand to use their propar-ty and their lives 114 

his d~f'cn oe a 13ainst hie enemies. T'ais polite assertion o~ the 

ancien t pr erogative o.f tlJ8 nation h.o.pflily suooeeded. ~. i th 

this on i:.beir side the f'1~&'Uers bacl ueapons ui th llhioh -::.o open 

the 0 011f' lia"i: . ., uhich at ·~hl u tilf!e already was inevitable • 

.i'he t,bI•oots of' the Couuoil., the chaUgeci s.tt,itude v£ "1.ng 

He noeaJ.O.us., t h e quarrels tbl,oughout t he uomitl .. y p&risbea., 8.Jld 

t,he exulus io;-1 o:f ·uw peoplb i'l'"Om the churches Ol'eat.ed so pro­

i 'otmd a s ense o£ disoonte nt ancl approaohing clanger tuat t he 

~o.i'ortrer ... or Usti seleotea. t,he ctroug post of' ·eihe hill s.n~ 

l"ei'ueo i n caso of need. I ·i. uas a uatur-al £01-~ss. llere i n 

unde1· tho open sky. 

July 2~d or t.hie year a great, conaregat1on was oalled 

togetbe1 .. ou t oe hi11. Frofll all pa.rt.a o.f 3oh.emi.a and l.:.cre.vte. 

a multitude or more than £oriy thuusand assembled and p;ir­

took of' oomrnunion under both kiuds on tables ereo ted £or the 
22 ocoas1ou. This :o:eeting oreat.ed strong religious ent.husi-

asm and strari@lened the he~ts or all engaged. Preac h iug. 

processions., singing. prayiug• commwi1on. led every day by a 

dii'.forent pe.stOJ.""., and "x--eligiou.s 1-ejoioiug or the uost pea<se­

aole and exhilarat.i?lg deaoription filltt<l t.he days." 23 All 

were "brothers" and "sisters"., and all ~ere h.aPP-.f to~ether. 

!Jeanwhile. the contentions in Prag11e resulted 1D the 

22. iillllam H. Jellte • .!!!, Study~ Hom1let.1o Mont.bl7. 
p. 841. 

23. V1okers• 2R,• !!!•• P• 420 



f'oro1ble suppression or Huss1te 1ustruot1on 1n the schools 

uhich end~d i n the complete surrender of the Hussttee to the 

Ca tho11a i:nrty. The llu.ssi te books r1ere corrupted ar,d f'llled 

uith Catholio pictures. A Huss1te (Utraqu1st) procession. led 

by Jau Zelivo1 a priest oarry1ng a monstrance, through the 

streets o:f P1,ague was overwhelrood rri th stones thrown f'rom the 

nindo\·1s of the city bal1 u here n Catbolio council had been 

installed b y the l{:ing. The ball was storned under Zlzka 's 

leadership. Seven counc ill.ors uerc tbr<Jrm f'?aom the w111dovs 

a nd impaled on the pikes of' the po.radars bel017. 'ihe city was 

once age.in itl turmoil. ' 'This action fir.st gave the liuss1te 

moverrent a revolutionary and anti-dyn,:Lstic character." 24 

The ki g voued vengeauce against th:, entire Huss1te seat. P..e 

took anay throe churches of' tbe llussites in Prague. '!'his 

only aroused the Huss1tes the more. Under Zlzka they ·atorned 

the o i ty and took over the ca the-dral of st,.. Nich<>las by f'oroe. 

'.ibe king uould undoubtedly have ta:a3n more stringent measuron • 

but hie days uere nmnbered. After a short. gl.oomy s1elaless 

brought on by t he t<)wn ball. scene• he fell. v1c tin to an apo­

plectio· stroke. 25 

Pub11o OPder and d1so1pllne 1n the o1ty of Prague. great­

ly shaken by the events oE July :30th., were almost shattered by 

the death of' rienceslaus. The anger o~ the population deolared 

~taelf af'ter the kintf's death 1n UDbOllllded measure. '!be dts-

24. Count I.uetzow • The H'Q.SS1te Wars, p. 12. 
25. lfonk1 .2,£• !,ll•:;-"j• +S. 



c o:!tav.tsd clei:..c.:i.ts ,:,f: t n.e old sectl:.u of ?ra 3UB at once dtz-c~t­

e d t he 1r ~l!'e t h :1::1d f'l"J:·y c.3ainst the orr~:nantCJ, organs, p1~ turi:3s 

a ;.:d o t.r~1~ ps~uliar fl.lI'ni tu.re of' t :-,_c c :i.w~hes. 'lhey rrere t~rn 

donn t::5.t.h rut:'!less '£vJ:>y. I ... period of 1conoclasn v;as at ban1. 

Prie8·0s ., monks and f'r1ars !'led 01" c oncealed tbemne lves 1n 

fortre .... ues or ce.stles. i:S.ny of' t ,.etr adherents f"ollOfTo cl thsr.!. 

1:onns t~1.,ics r:erc broken up, ~-lnces burned., public houses of 

~.ssic ,u tlo!: o on l y encoui•a ge d b y t l'"'_o la te e;ovcrnL,ent ucrc torn 

d orm . Tr.c so.1:£ scene too!c p l a oe in other c1 ties through.out 

t.b.e nho le l~n.d of Bot.e dn and :!ore.vin. 26 

Up till non t.ho:i.~e hncl been sporndio. but rather disunited 

c .. ttackz fi-•o:n both s i des . The Bo:1.ernie.ns. tb.:.-satened at hare by 

... f'ocl>lc e.ud vac1lle.tir~ ldng.,. n n.d alJroad by t he of1"1o1al em1.s-

suries oi' U:~ pa~~J. pont:ti'.f' • .nor, f'elt themselves obliged to 

gc. thcr ln nv.::1ber::1 f'o:r-. s e l.f-de.f'onse. 'lh1s riarks the altgnrnent 

of' t he Hu!::E i tes 1~1to ranks o~ narQh1ng Christians Ylho soon 

made t h0msclvcs lmO'l'm tl'woug?1out Europe. It T.18.I'ks the begin­

n i ng of t i e ll-:1.ssi te '!:!a.rs. wars u h1ch wezae t.o ketep centl.'9al 

Ei..u--ope emoro1 led i'Ol' l '7 years ( 1419-1.436 ). 

The Hurss1 tes za tbered on ilt. Tnbar.. While Jan Zel1vo. 

the noted ].")!'eaeher. taught them the doo tr1nefl or the Bible. 

the 0:10-e:,ad nnd la te1' totally blind leader Zlzka trained the 

Hu.nsi tea in t.he use or arma. !md well. worthy mis he to do so. 

IIis fo.~ ext-ended to all parts o-r ~ope. Rls a'b111t.y and 

prowess 1n wnr 11ere still fresh 1n t,he minds of uani' people. 

26 • V1ok8ra• 2R,• !!!• • P• 422 
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Many r ecalled how Jan ftzka had wielded the lIB08 bef'ore the 

eyes of' Henry V of' England and had taken t he honors of Agtn-

c ourt. Otners.,_ according to tradition., place him 1n higljPos1-

tions in co.mpa1gns in Poland. Suf"f1ce it to say., Zizka VlB.B 

a military leader par exoelldnce. ?:he Hungarians later sa1d 

of him: "He 1s not a hWIBn being. but a devil., for he ( the 

devil} gives him such advice and counsel. that we cannot harm 
n 27 

him. 

Z1zka welded his peasant foroes into a strong Wl1t.. Gar­

nished uith f'lails._ rmiGes. pikes,. crossbows., swords., and with 

gunpo~der., the Huss1tes presented a rather weak-looking army. 

"The kernel of' his army consisted of farmers &rm3d with flails. 

from which protruded spikes. On the end of long halberds were 

forks; long iron hooks served as a means of dehol'1J1Dg oavalry­

men. 0 
28 One ur1ter speaks of" the Hussite- army using gun­

powder. 29 Thus was Zizka 's &rm7 equipped. But w1 th Zizka 's 
" .., 

penchant f'or rallying his .forces to his side., Zizka was ready 

for battle with the most formidable of foes. 

Religious sentiment. hor,ever. ttireatened to undermine 

these arrangennrt.s. The pr1noiple of' non-re-sis tame operated 

on nany minds. It is charaoteristlo of the rugged scruples 

which lay behind the oreed of the liussttes that Z1zka shou.ld 

have addressed t.he lnquir'7 to the University as to whether 

na terlal warfare was perm1ss1ble ~or the \1ord or God. !be 



25. 

decision auth orized force to repel cruel a~ssion and ty­

rnnnical oppression. 

It was in this spir1 t the. t the nuss1 tea, guided by '1».­

bort te le.ader-s, prepared to resiot Sigismund. Utth Ustt, now 

known as ilt. Tabor, o.s their fortified headquarters. the Hua­

e1tes marched. ztzka, i'o110111ng entirely cna1g1na1 taotios, 

inop1red the msses u1 th h1n ovm enthusiasm and welded the 

pea_sants and tcmna.folk: into a diso1pl1ned &rm;y capable of re­

sis ti113 in the open field t he mounted ohival.17 of Bohemia and 

Hungary. Duo to the snall. nwnber of men and equ1pneut which 

Z1zkn had in the early years o-f the Huss1te wars, Z1-zka had 

to oonf1no himself to defensive .uars almont exclustvel.y. Ba.t 

this did not hinder Z1zlw. too greatl7. Attacked at Sudomer 

by BI"ea tly superior forces in the spring of 1420._ he- achieved 

victory by a new fornnt1on of mobile wagons, vhich checked 

hostile attacks and o.ffePed a base for sudden sorties. •At 

:first he uncd ordioa..ry peasant wagons ·ui th sides and bo-t toms 

protected by boards. Afterwards the outside or wing-of-battle 

wagons r1ere tmproved to su1t t.he m111tar,- purposes required 

of' them.. When the army was on the def'ens1'V'e the wagons were 

parked 1n suoh a way as to f'orm a huge reotangle, t.bwl pro­

viding Ztzka 's men wlt.h point.a d 'appui llke those otrere4 by 

the ramparts of' a f'ort.. On t.be 'GllNh the supply and oomm1a­

aarta t. wagon.a were plaGed bet.ween the ou,stde f'lles., and 1n 

the event. of an umzpeoted attaok b7 oavalry the wings were 

able tojalose up and reproduoe t.he rect.a.QgUJ.ar f'Ol'Dlltlon. To 
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do this successf'ully order uas an essential condition. o.nd 

wns still more neceosary uhen tho la.ager moved up far a sur­

prise n ttaclr. A sudden sOL't,1e o.f nassed bands f'ro---.:.!l the vagons 

uoul.d then tm .. n an attack into a rout. if the enemy bad pre­

viously been p~ysica l:Ly and I!lOrallJ shaken by heavy !"iring. 

Unless the enemy's discipline 1'18.S strwt and the leader in ef­

fectiYo control of his foroes~ the ef.feot of suoh sort1ea was 

frequently devastating •. " 30 This was the order of' march whioh 

vms to r.v.ke the llussite armies famous in the anns.ls of ?l1eto~ • 

for nith this f'ornnt1on, as yet unexploited by any other arr:ry. 

and wi t'b. the .forcefulness of speech and the unonnn,y knowledgo 

of' terru 11 • 'hwm.n na. ture • and roo thods employed by t he opponents• 

Z:tzka ua.s to do.feat hosts n".lIDer1ca lly otiaonger than he oountla ss 

tir,~s. One rr.eitor puts it iu those uords: "'lhe bltud old 

leader could sP3ak as rre ll &ti fight and could narsba l and 

Guide the ~s~lons of man with a skill eqml to that with 

\'Thi.uh he c onduated armies. n 3 1. Tb.us he brought the Taborlte 

army tD .fight evon 11hen they- did not want to fight. any a 

carte.in de£ee.t and inevitable mssaore was turned to viotory 

in t h1 s ua7. 

By the e!ld of Jwio- 1420., large orusading arndes began to 

converge upon Prague. ihe soldiers wore drawn f'rom almost 

every na t1on in Europe and tberef'ore laok&d real. -corporate 

sp1r1 t and m11 ty. 1hey ware eonvtnced o£ the hideous wloked-

:so. Seton-Watson.~ .. o1t • ._pp. 60-61. . 
31. G1lletl:; .§ 139bemlan Ref019ml t.iOD, p. 501. 
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ness O·f' the Bohem1nns, and uere ready to lIBssacre .first. and . 
then inquire into tha religious belie.f's of their victims. '1he 

Tabori tea and Utraquiste • tho dU'.fertng in be:U.ef', combined 

.forces to preserve Prague. The enemy was s1gnal.l.y defeated. 
' 

This v1o tory, gained tbrOU&h the combined action of' the 

tuo groupe 11 enoouraged the victors to attempt a compromise of 

action and opinion.. During the battles •. d1·souss1ons were 

g oing on. among the apir1 tual leaders of the Hussltes. Altho 

Prague and Tabor .fought together when the cOimnOn .foe appeared, 

yet t he d1f.ferenoes of' re l1g1ous views gradue. lly becama .fixed 

in f'orrnal creeds. Each party endeavored to convinoe the 

other. and in the divergent feeling that resulted an open 

rupture beoamo 1nev1 tao le v,ben the external pressure ·would 

be removed.. '!ho two parties became more .o.nd mare embittered 

tonard one another. The ar1eL,oorat1~ Cal1xt1nes. at whose 

head was John Rokyoan of' Prague, deo Jared tba t they would be 

sa t1sf'ied if' the Catholic Churoh would concede .four a.rtloles 

to them. The 'l'a.bor1 tee i-egarded this as abamef'ul. treason to 

the oause of' truth. and continued the oon.f'llot alone. 32 

The reaul t of t.he oompi-om1ae was drawn up 1n tbe four 

Art1oles of Pra.gw,. wh1oh were to remain the Charter of Ul8 

Hues 1 te fat th.. ID 1 t they announoed that n the BohemlaD D& tlon 

and 1 ts Christians trusting loyally 111 God• stand wlt.h all 

their goods• for lif'e and death. as best they na7. aga1Jlst 

eve:r,-one. f'or the f'ol.lowtng f'our Cbriet1an ·Arttoles. resting 

32., Kurtz,. .!2.• o1 t. _ p. 212 
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upon t h e Nell' Testament of' Jcaus Cbrtst: 

I. Th.E'.t the Word of' God shall be .treely 
and t11 thout hindrance proo la1ID9d and proached 
b y Christian pr1ects i n the kingdor.1 of .Bohe­
mia. 

II. Tbnt tbe holy Sacre.rent of the Body and 
Bl.ood of Christ unde1 .. the two kinds of bread 
and u ine., shall be f'recly dispensed to all true 
Chris t ians who are n ot shut off · by mortal sin. 

I II. That sinoe many pi,1e-sts and mouks held 
n:e.ny oarthly possessions. against Christ's com­
nnn d a n d t o t ho disadvantage of their sptr1tual 
of'fioe o.nd also of the temporal e-statGe. smh 
priests shall be deprived of thi.s illegal power 
and shall live model. lives a0-0C1Pding t,o Holy 
Sc.r1.pture • and f'ollor,i.ng t he uay of Christ an<l 
the Apostles. 

Di. That all mortal sins. and especially 
t hose that are public. as also other disorders 
o ontra.ry to the divine law, shall bo prohibited 
aud pun~shed by those ~hose office 1t 1s. and 
t ha t s o t he evil and false repute of this 
country may be removed aud the uell.-being of 
t ho kingdom and of: the Bohemian nation may be 
promoted." 33 

This doc"WDent was to serve as a model sp.i.rltual Charter 

for the uorld. It was both ideal and prao-t1cal• l.1nk1-ng re­

form with social order and Just1oe 1.n the state. But more 

than that, 1n t.be words of Bishop Creight.on. '"these arttoles 

were a worthy exposition of the pr1no1ples of ~he Rero:rnatton; 

the first assorted the f'reedam of mn to searoh the Sortpturea 

for himse lf; the second attacked one of the great outposts of 

sac.erdotallsm. the denial of the cup to the laity; t.be third 

cut at the root of the abuses of the ecoleslastioal systems 

and the fourth ola1D3d fer Chr1st1an1t7 the powez- t.o regene­

rate and regulate soolet7. • 3' Tb.ls charter served unt.11 the 

time the northern oount.r1es. espeo1all7 Oerm.ny. took up the 

33. Seton-11& tsou. .22• ~--, p.. 62/ 
~4. Ib1d• p. 62. 



task or rcrorm on a u1c1cr scale. 

c1gisn:i;_ d, hoi1ever. denounced the charter. and re.f"uaed 

to nb!do by :l t. l71th t he a.id o.f tho Pope he sot out even r::Ol'e 

ruthlesoly to root out the heresy 1n Bohemia. The intolera'!lee 

of t he Roman Church aud t hR t o.f the Emperor S1s;1s!!l.llld led to 

hoet:i.le react,i ons by t he Hussites. Ue!.ther pe.rty oould be 

held i nnocent. Vlhen the Iluosi tcs were t1 .. eatod beastly 1n war­

i'm .. e they retaliated VIith like measures. The German chronicler 

.1ndecl:e 1 .. e1rar 1<:s t hat amid the savaeery of ~a.ptured e.nd burnti g 

cactlcs ., 1t u~s s t'-11 the Huss1te praot1Ge to spnre t he wOI:l3n 

e.ud children. 

The Huss1tes ui th .1n£er1or .forces defeated armies of the 

Ere eror n.nd the Pope nWilbertng as h igh as 130.000 mem, 90.000 

f'oot, ci.nd -1.0.000 horsemen. 36 Other large farces were defeated 

l>e.fore the battle stal"'ted. "'lhe faroo of the Huss1t,os spread 

fo.r and u1de. nud the enemy was often paralyzed with f'ear 

simply upon hearing the battle h~ o~ the Russi t.es 1Kdoz 

jsou Boz1 Bojovn1o1 1 (o Ye warriors or the Lord God).• 36 

The f's.moue Hucs1t.e war-song 18 often Galled the Bohemlan 
. 37 ., 

liarse1llaise. Spurred on by viotor7 Zizka and hls val1ant 

band t1ent on to new goals. The armies of' Zizka now lef't Bo­

hemia for Lioravia aJld Sl.ova.kta,. touohiDg Austi-1a and lusatta. 

details of which &ball be disoussed later. 

35. Jellte. ~ ott. • p. 8'3. 
36. George DoTak~ Bussltes 1n SlanJda•. !be J.uthlerall 

Beaoon. Vol.I, (Bovember, 19'4)_. p. 166. -
371..uetzow. 2E• ~·• p. 31. 
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Upo~ b.in l"tetur:n fr~ L!orav1a Z1zka was struck down by a 

pl-9.guo nhich -:,as dov-asta tir13 too countryside. ffl"l.a t wru:- could 

not do au e p ide.nic did. 

. , ' 
Z1z~ s lo~s -:.ras de~ply fol t by the Tabor1 tes. W1 th t ,~ r 

l.eade1• gon~ , t ho f'utw.'"e i ndeed lookod 5loomy to som o:f t he 

Tabori too. So::ne Tabori tes mourned t 11e loss o~ ztzlm. so grsa t­

ly, tll!l t t hey pe1"'pctuat0d t he 100::tory o.f V1e1l .. lender by co.1-

U ng t homse lve :::; Orphans. They beca1re more f'anatical than tr..e 

all .. eady ext.rem Tabori tee. 38 

But a ::>tb.er grea. t lea der cn.ro to t . e :fore 1n the person 

o:r Pi .. oc opi u :: tbc Great, also kaorra llS rroc.op1us the Bald. 

Under Procop iu3 t he Greet t h9 Hu.sci te a rmi e s nude new advances 

~'lcl 'ilOVT sort ice. Germany m~s i nvaded. 'lbe Huss 1 tes a.dvftnced 

·i:,1.11,ough Gerr.E-ny- pasocd thl"OU3h Berlin,. and reached the Baltic 

S 
3.., 

ea • The electornt.es o£ Sa.:;on.;r, 'n:un-1ng1a and S1les1n 

• ,ere L .vnded on this cau1pa.ign and ls.id waste. Seventy terms 

uero ravaged and burned to the ground accordi~ to one wr1ter.40 

lt>or the ~ir~t tine the Germans 11ero f'orce~ to negotiate on 

equal ter.:::in i nstead o!: dotmndin_:; ,mco:nd1t1onal surrender. 

\'Jhen Gei•man ~..ioo Wlder the leadership or Frederick. el,)c tcn-

Qf Saxony• 1.r.lvaded .Bohemia• the 1Iuss1 te armies repulsed t~10 

attacks and conipletely routed tho enemy. By this time the at.­

t.aoks wore a nn tter of :fire and mzord. Everything was laid 

vasto. 'lboro tvere t,1.mes when the Ger'D8Ds fled in auob haste 
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that booty was abundant 1n the field. The Hussen.f'l.ucht was 

to remain one of tho most Jninful memories of the .flf'teenth 

oentu.ry in Gernany. 

The Pope., 1.iartin V, urged all. Europe to send lts warriors 

againt:Jt the beleaguered., but still 1nv1nolble Bohemians. War­

riors from the rietherlands. Alsace,. S'lfitzerland• Swabla, ~e. 

Bavaria., Sa.7,:ouy., Thuring1a,. Hesse,. Erandenburg., llagdebu.rg. 

Meoklenburg,. Pmooranta and S1lee1a joined f'oroes. 200,000 man 

in the field prepared to def'eat and destroy the "heresy• of 

the Bohemians. Prooopius advanoed to the relief' of one of the 

beleaguered garrisons with about l.7•000 men~ So great 1111s the 

terror of' the very name o1' Bohemian and Huss 1 te that the in­

vest 1:ng cno1117 army confusedly took to flight bef'are the enemy 

showed his race. The 1ml)Gr1al host wasted away while the 

Hussites marched into Austria and S1las1a. 

By the year l.431 the last great crusade of the na tlons 

against the llussites bad taken plaa.e. but with no eff'eot. 

The Ilusaita armies under Pr<»op1us then JJarOhed into Hungary 

and tiON.v1a. In l.431 Cardinal Caesarlnl with an ~ of 

130.000 attempted to annlh1lat.e _the Husslt.es. The oardlnal'a 

army laid wast,e the open oowit.ry and the ottiea wbioh they 

entered. Bu:t. while the Husslte army was still a m11'9 distant 

their shout and song were heard• and oon1"us1on and alarm 

spread amOQg the oardlnal '• &rmJ'• Wild disorder reigned. 

The entire ttr111 or the eDeDJT., wagona, hC11'8ea. foot.men became 

a tangled mob. trampled eaoh other down 1D a mad eff'ort to 

•. c-
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escnpe. and £led in d1sn:ay~ 

\'Ii t,h this defeat still sorely reme1nbered. the Catholic 

partiec oa.lled for a peace. The Czeehs bad attained the sum­

mit of their n ilita.ry pcwer nnd glory. At no per10d was the 

i'a te of' Eui->ope so oomp letely in their bands. And j"et the Hus­

sites \·10::,:,e only too flilllng to b.nve pence. Thoy wei-e U.red ~ 

uar. Pl .. o~opius at the head o:r o: delegation of 300 wen t to 

Basel t.o ei'f'oo t a recono111a t1on. a oompromise. JOhn Rokycan. 

th e Calixtine o h1e.ftatn. and Petor Payne vrere the two greatest 

spoke·smen o.r 'the Hu::is i te cause at this Council. Thus. the 

Cal1xt.1nss had thG greater say of the two factions. .Af'ter 

much discussion the following i'ornBl art1oles were proposed 

a nd adopted by tJ:1e G oui»il: 

I. Tho Holy sacrament 1s to be given 
freely in both kinds to all Christians 1n 
Bohemia o.nd lloravia • and to those elsewhere 
who adhere to the faith of those countr1.es. 

I.I. All mortal sins shall be punished 
and extirpated by those whose o1'f'1oe it la 
to do so. 

III. The Word of the Lord la to be freely 
and truthf'U.ll.y preaohed by the pzalesta of 
of the Lord and by worthy deaoona. 

rv. The priests 1n the t1!I8 a£ the Jaw 
of graoe shall olaJ.m 01mersh1p of no worldly 
possessions. 41 

Beyond a question of doubt the Cal1xt1nes were the vto­

tors 1n thts Cow»il. The negotiations. the tedious and re­

peated d1ecuss1ans at Basel.. and the 1mpat1enoe of the Calix­

tines produoed a sense of enm.1t7 against. the Taborlte pll"t7. 

who were aoouaed. of revolut10Q&PJ' designs. and Whose obst1Daoy 

41. Seton-sat.son, .22• !!!· • p. '72 
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was ch.arced ui th the prevention of a settlement. The m111-

tary position of the Taborites was thus sertoualy weakened. 

Open strife took placo. Tired w1 th war. the Cal1.xt.1nes 

aligned t hemse lves with the Ca thol1o party and the Imperial 

r,arty again st the Tabor1tes. After four years of virtual 

inactivity. nhile the Council of Basel was in session. the 

Tabor1tca uere anything but prepared f'or a or1s1s. Tb.us tn 

1434 at the bn t t le 01' Lipe.n'YJ'rhe Tabor 1 te s were def'ea ted and 

t heir leader f'oll a victim of war. "Hussitism had weakened 

itself' by internal dissension and the Catholics in the land 

non became very stroug.n 42 \11th this civil war in Bohemia 

cnm3 to o.n e nd. Sigismund was reoo8Xlized as the undisputed 

sovere i gn a.ft.er seventeen years of war asa1nst the Bohemians. 

mw. t brought on these terrible wars? Tho the conf'llot 

between Gerr:s.n and Slav was al11&ys one of' the najor elements 

1nvolvod. yet it is utterly ~alse to ~'78st that the Ilua-

s1te movement was mere cover f'or national f'anat1c1em. '!'be 

religious issue dominated Czech national 11f'e., just as in t he 

literature of the period 1t drove all other issues into the 

baokground. "BohelD1a at this time was tnt.elleotually more 

adv&.noed than Gernany • • and DJl.ny of 1 ts nobles• tho tbe7 were 

bl'llve wa.rr1ors. f'elt a _geDuine interest in religious questions. 

and had a?L""t1ously hoJ;>ed f'or the veriy neoessarJ' ref'arm of t he 

Chura h. 43 In one sense 1 t may be sa 1d t.ha t the Czec ha or Bo­

hemians were a mere mouthpieoe ~ a well-nigh universal move-

42. Xernar. !f• ott.,. p. 18 .. 
43. Luetzow. SR.• !J! .. • p. 6. 


