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befall or happen %o a person. « « in effect, 'what has happon-
ed to you is the Kingdom of God,"+0 There has been o call %o
repenbance, but whother men repent or not, the Eingdom 1s an
historicel happening, The power of CGod is ab work in the

world and the Xingdom is acbually present, "If we aro seek-

ing the differentia of the teaching of Jesus upon the Kinge
dom of Gody, it is here that it must be found, "L Finally,
Jesus! quotatlion of the prophetic description of the messisw

nic age in angwer to the disclples of John the Baptist stands

Fa)

orth, the promlse of God is actually belng fulfilled, (Luke
7:21; ope Matts 1155),

The Union of the Eingdom as Fubure and Present in The
Relgn of Christ

- &

fdentification of the Kingdom with Chrlst. The i.ingdom

was preached as future and present, but how can it be both
at the same time? The answer is found in Christ Who had no
hesitancy In preaching its pregsent certainty. Ve have seen
this in the toxts last mentioned, e also read to His poople
from the scroll of Isaiah and sald, "This day (secueron) is

this scripture fulfillled in your earsa" (Iuke 4321), Whalever

104311ar Burrows, _A_x_n_.Outl%e of Biblical Theology (Philaw
delphia: Westminster Press, C. 194C); De 189

11Doddy; ope Cites Po 189
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he sald gbout the coming Kingdom, e saw that future ale
ready in Hinm as Scemeron, The explanation of the Kingdom
as a present roallty but still coming lies in Christ., The
Lingdom is present In the Hesslah,e

The statement that the Zingdom is present in the lessich
explains why we {'ind passages whilch presuppose that Jesus end
the Kingdom are identlcal, While Mark 11:10 spealks of "the
ingiom of our father David, that cometh in the Lord," the
parallel passages to Mark 11l:9 (HMatt, 21:9, Luke 19:38) speak
only of the person Jesus Christ and omli altogether a par-
allel to Hark 11310, Jesus?! statements about forsaking house,
children, ctc,, "for my sake" probably affords e better in-
sight, Hark 10:29 and latt, 19:29 refer to His sake or His
nome's sake, but Lukte 18:29 reads, "for the sake of the King-
dom of CGod.," Again, Mark 9:1 (Cpe. Luke 9:27) speaiss of the
coming of the Reign of God in pover, but its parallel, Iatt.
16:28, speaks of the son of Man coming in with IHls Kingdom,

Furthermore, a follower waits for the Son of llan and for
the Lord exactly as He waits for the Kingdom itselfl, An ex-
ample of this expectation is found in an investigation of
Maibt, 25:1: "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto
ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to mect
the bridegroom" (Cp, Luke 12:32, 35, 36), For more examples,
see K, L, Schmidt's article on Basileia in which he examines
these and other passages and concludes: "Grammar as well as

the whole context specks of the fact that the comnection between
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the kingdom and Jesus who came Into the world is nothing

leza than John's, 'The Word was made flesh! (John 1:14),"12

2

In the words of Visser 't Hooft: "Tho Reign of God is not only

-
et

yroclaimed, is inaugurated., The annointed of God, the

- - . -~ - - S
Hessiah-King has come to reign on behalf of God.“l"

The Promisc of the Parsclete. The disciples and many

followers saw the greabt acts of Jesus and were willing to lay

cdown thelr clothes to prepare the way for His triuvmphel entry

(K

The opening day cf the week of His

o

nto Jeruselem as King

Passion found Him hailed as "the King that cometh in the

name of the Lord"” (Luke 19:38). But He was, to use a phrase
of Viasser 't Hooft, a "hidden King," His Eingship was to be
God's creation, not the object of the plans of men. HHe had

] 2

indicated this when men unsuccessfully attempted to siecze

Him and make Him King (John 6:15).

The Lingdom 1s slready in Him who has "overcome the
world" (John 16:33)s DBut in the great discourse of John
14-17 He reveals that there is an element of unfulifillment in
the Kingdom which is present in Him, a "not yet" alongside the
"already." He must go to the Father to preopars a place for
His own (John 14:3)s Bubt what then? He will come againg
but as He promises that He will come again, He also promises

the Paraclete Whom the Fabher will send in His naue

12;J*chmj_dt’ Op. cit., @ free translation.

134, A, Visser "¢ Hooft, Th.e Lingship of Christ {(How York:
farper and Brothers, C. 1949), pe 7%
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(Jobn 143263 15:26)s IHe must depart =- "It is expedient”

-- 80 that the Paraclete will comeo; end He will guide them
into all truth (Jolm 16375 13)e. His departure will bring

sorrov, but that sorrow shall be turned to joys The dis-

ciples would not be without Christ; for the Paraclebe will
testify of Uim, and thus Christ will be present before He

comes again,

fhe Place of Jesus! Death in Fulfillment of the King-

dome The hint which Jesus hed given to the effect that the
way of His Kingdom was not the way of the world in John 6315
(Cpe Mavk 4:11f3 10342-45; Matt, £0:25-28) was now to be
given full meaning. He sclmowledged the validity of Pilatels
questiong but He could truthfully replys; "dy Eingdcm'is not
of this world"™ (John 18:36)s He accepted the tiile of King,
but with a reservation the disciples had not seen clearly
during IIis public ministry: the sign of Hlg Kingship was %o
be the Cross, an emblem of suffering, not compulslion, The
course of ovents, oubtwardly a séfies of disasters, contained
a revelation of the glory of God through the Son, The Cross
rovealed that Christ 1s a priestly King who dies Jor His
people. He was condeuned, but that sentence upon ilim as King
of the Jews was necessary %o reveal fully the true nature of
His mission from God: to reconcile men to God through His
death on the Cross,

On the third day He rose again and confirmed the fact
that He had overcome the world, Againg; He opened the Scrip=

tures to the disciples end said: "Thus it is written, and
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thus 1t behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead
the third day: and that repentence and remilssion of sins
should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning
at Jorusalen"” (Luke 24:144-47, cpe VWV, 27), They wore to
vreach to all nations, but not Immediabtely, not untll endued
with power from on high (ve 49). About to ascend into heaven,
He promised them the Holy Ghost and power (Acts 1:5,8). The
oromise which could not be fulfilled until he departed to the
Father was about to come into belng.

.

Pentecost and the Gospel of the iingdom, On the day of

Pentecost the false hopes of the disciples were replaced with
true understanding, There was no longer any disillusiomment
about the Tailure to redeem Israel (Luke 24:21), or the per=-
sistont question which reamained oven on Ascension Days "Lord,
dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" (Acts
1:6)s On Pentocost "they were all f£illed with the Holy Ghost
and bogan to speak « « o" (Acts 2:4), They knew the "Goapel
of the Kingdom" and understood such statements as "Except yeo
turn, and become as little children; yo shall In no wisce entor
into the Kingdom of heaven" (Matte. 28:3) and that new blrth
through water and the Splrlt was a necessity for entrance
(John 3:5)e The Spirit 1s the source of thot new life for
Christians (Rom, 8:10; John 63653 II Cor, 3:6) and the King-
dom a present reality of "righteousness and joy and peace in
the Holy Ghost" (Rom, 14317),

Purthermore, entering into the Kingdom and cntering into

TPl iR TR
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eternal 1life are oquated, HNHavk 9:43-47 1s probably one of
The most Important examples of this form of ldentification,
Mor does the vassage's signlficance end there; for while
Mark 9:47 speaks of entering Into the EKingdom, ivs parallel,
Mabtte. 18:9, speaks of entering into life, Hatt, 23:3 and
Iuke 11:52 should be considered in the same manner: Natthew
roports that the scribes and pharigees would ghut men off
from the Lingdom, but Luke has them btaking away the key of
imowledgo,

Reallzing the life-giving presence of the Spirit, men
werc able to preach the Klngdom as present; and it was a
"Gospel of the Kingdom" which they preached, The use of
this phrase to describe the preaching of the Eingdom is not
at all forced, The two phrases are linked together throughe-
ocout, In place of &uc%é’z}fmrroﬂ r9e‘0(}(z1ark 1:14) many variant read-
ings state that Jesus came into Galilee "preaching the gospel

of the kingdom of Gode" K, L. Sclmidt would not ignore the

importance of the verbd euc())ét\t:'fé) in preaching the EKingdom (Luke
43433 B8:1l; 16:16; Acts 8:12), Similarly, he lists other im-
portant verbs used in thls connectiony such as, K’}e«fa'é'w, & putie—
M, nel, Acé

Tleopn, S yyéMuw, netlbw, Axiéw 14

Paul also claimed tho same Gospel as the others (Cp.
I Cor, 15:11), and in his proclamation "he went into the syna-
gogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing

1250chmidt, ope cite, Pe 584e
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and persuading the things concerning the kingdem of God"
(Acts 19:8)e Acts 20:24ff is espoecielly significant, Panl
stating that he has received from Jesus the minlstry "to
testify the Gospel of the grace of God." And then he con-
tinues immediately (v. 25): "And now, behold, I lmow that
ye all, among vhom 1 have gone proaching the kingdom of
God, shall see me no mMore.”

Bac%ﬂfgﬂ anﬂeadgzé)MVurc also united in the parable of
the sower: Mark and Luke speak of sowing the word, bub

liatte 13319 has more: “If anyone heareth the word of the

kingdom « « o" Again, the pareble, &s it is related in Hark

4, does not speak of knowing the mysteries of God, but
reports that Jesus sailds "¥o you has been given the mystery
of the kingdom" (Mark 4:1l). A, E, J, Rawlinson remariks

that this phrase "seemz virtuelly to exXpress the idea of

e

* 5 M -« -
as a *:-:hole."ld Otto Piper conecludes that the reign of

race through Jesus is the one explaonation of Mark's treat-
ment of this parabls. It is a "kingdom™ parable, but it

is oqually a "gospel! parable speaking of the secret pur=
pose of God.l6 The message of the Kingdom was that of the

Go spel.

R R

15Rawlinson,.gg. citey pe 1liil.

160tt0 A, Piper, "The Mystery of the Kingdom of God,"
Interpretation, I (April, 1947), p. 189ff.
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The "Already" and "Hot Yet" after Penbtecost

The Vichory lWion but Still Coming. The promise of the

Paraclote that was the "not yet" in the preaching of Jdesus
was now realized, In the testimony of the Spirlt the Apostles
proclaimed the Relgn of Christ as the message of the Gospel,
But againg, they concelved of the Reign of Christ as both ful-
filled and unfulfilled, If the presence of the Spirit is the
fulfillmont of a promise, the presence of the 3pirit is it-
self a promise, maintaining the tension of the "alrecady" and
"not yet" of the Reign of Christ, For the Spirit, in assur-
ing that Christ is reigning, also points to the coming of
Christ agaln,

The New Testament writers were not at all hesitant in
exnresaing the paradox that while the victory of Christ was
already a present reality, it was also a victory still coming,
Fiest of all, it is a real victory., Paul says that God has
Ugranslated us into the kingdom of his dear Son" (Col,..1:13),
I+ is a relgn that is here and now (I Cor, 15:24-28), a King-
dom which cannot be shaken (Heb, 12:28), The Kingdom is
righteousnesa, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost (Rom, 14:17).
The victory of Christ over Satan in the CGospel accounts
demonstrated the Kingdom &8s already present (Matte 12:29;
Luke 11:20-223 Luke 10:18), and after Hils resurrection and
ascension, the epistles enlarge the picture by stating that
He is over all things, a victor over the evil powers whidﬁ
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are now made subject to Him (Eph, 1:321,223 Col, 2310,15;
)o

But if the victory is spoken of as realized, it is

()
I~

(2]
t':)

I Pets 32
algso charactorized as something promised as yet Lo comes
Christians are heirsg of a future Kingdom in Janes 2:5,

Col, 4:11 implies that Paul and his comrades are working

=

for a fubture Kingdomy, snd all are admon 1is shod to reancuber
that suffering now will make men worthy for the coming

(IT Thess, 1:15; II Tim, 2:12; Rom. 8:17), In Hebrows,
often cited as completely removed from "primitive" Christiaw
nity end its simple hopes, James Moffabt can only reluctantly
admnit that basgilela is at least an effort to "preserve some-
thing of the primitive view of Jesus as messianic king,"17
But the Lorward look of Hebrews is not lost in any way

(Heb, 9:27,28; 10:37). While the author of Hebrews says
that Christ has "everything under His feot," without ex-
ception, he addg: "Bub now we see not yet all things put
under him," {(Hecbe 2:8)e He uses Psalm 110, significantly
combining both the priestly and royal functions of Christ:
"But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever, sat down on the right hand of Godj From henceforth

expecting till his enemies be made his footstool" (Heb, 10:12,

13)e

17 5emos Moffat, “Cpistle to the Hebrews,” The Inter-
nationgl Critical Comentarg (Hew York: Charles Scrivner's
Sonsg 1924}, pe XxXill.




Zhe Meaning of the Victory Won but 3till Coming. Visserit

Hooft refers to Xittelts Woerterbuch for an explanation of

this embiguity of Wew Tostament thought. The angwer lies in
Tthe verb ketergeo which 1s used ggain and again, The basic
meaning is "to render ineffective®; the secondary meaning;
"o anihilate.," In most passages the first meaning is used,
e good example being I Cor, 2:16; which ¥offat transiates:
Tthe dethroned Powers who rule this world," Through this
understanding an ezplenation of the victory won but still
coming is possible, "The inimical powers are nc longer on
the throne  « o But they do not yot aduit their defeat and
ore still acting as If they wers the true rulers of the world,"16
Thus, in principle Christ has abolished Death “through the

gospel™ (II Pim, 1:10), end though Death still comes, it

=

hag
lost its sting (I Cor, 15:55), And 3atan is bound (Mark 3:22.
26)s VWhile Paul writes that Christ "must reign until all
his foes ave put under his feet," he 2lso adds that God
"has put everything under his feet" (I Cor. 15:23,27). The
time between the resurrection and the return of the Lord is
a time botween the vicbtory which is only known to faith and
he full victory, but nevertheless, the victorious Lord of
now guarantees the ultlmate victory.

This expression of the "already" end “"not yet" of the

Kingdom of God brings to mind another New Testamont expression

18yigsertt Hoofty Ope Ciltey Pe Sle
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of the same tension, We refer to "this age and the age to
come” (Lphe 1:19f,3 Cp. Matt, 12:32), a concept particularly
emphasized and 1lluminated by Anders HWygren, It muounis to
this: Ay the fivst coming of Christ and HIis message of "to-
day" the age to come invaded the present agey, so that now
the two ages overlep cach other, and this overlapping lasis
from His first coming to His second coming,

The decisive moment in history liez in the resurrccition
of Chwist, Ilow llfe 1s triumphant over death, This is the
explanation of the contrast of Adam and Christ (Rome 5:12).
that is ordinarily called "1life" is in its totality and withe
out exception subjoct to tThe pover of aeath,.but the Gospel
announces to the slaves of this age of death that the age of
1ife has come,+? Turthermore, that age is no longer merely
coming; with the resurrcction it has become a present real-
ity (II Cowre 52:1%7)e Why? Christ stends at the center,. on
tho lino between the two ages (I Cor, 153173 I Core. 15:20),
The resurrection of Christ and of the dead are not separave,
but a unity, with Christ tho "first fruits," the beginning
of the process. Hygren also refers to Rom, l:4 whoere the
resurrection is the dividing line between the sced of David

and flesh and the Spirit,.=0

19 g 1 e T
- Anders Hygren, "This Age and the Age to Camep” iRhe
Augustana Quarterly, XXI. (April, 1942), P. 106 T

20Thides Pe 107s
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This whole overlapping of the two ages 1s the "last
hour! (I John 2:18) in which Christisns point to the end
of the old and the beginning of the new, an hour prolonged

now only through the patience of God (II Pets 3:9)e
The V/itnoss of the Church to the Kingship of Chvrist

Christ as "EKing" or "Lord" of All, The lmowledge of
Christis victory over Satan and Death through IHls Cruci-
fiztion and Resurrection clearly placed the Apostles and
their followers in a state of tension between this world
and the world ushered in by the comiﬁg Kinpdaa, They ro-
cognized that their lot was not of this world, But while
they were not of the world, they were in the world, And
they also saw Christ as Lord of all things in this world,
It was tr’ue,f e was crucified as King of the Jews, bub
that title held universal implications, There 1s no funda-
mental differonce between this designation and that of "Lord,"

o o o The King of Isreel is, es the Jews put it to

Pilate, "the king messiah" (Luke 19:38), Though he

occupies the throne of David, he will vreign not only

over the house of Jacob but over the whole world, for

to his reign there will be no end (Luke 1332,35). e

is the Son of man to whom, according to the prophscy

of Dan, 7:14, a kingdom is given which includes all
pooples end nations, The twenty-fifth chapter of

Ste HMatthew confirmf this coasmic interpretation of
Christ¥s Eingship, <

2lyigsser 't Hooft, Ope Cites DPe 75-764
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The idenbtity of King with Lord is also brought oub
in Joln's statement that Christ is Lord of lords and King
of kings (Heve l:53 17:14), In the same book of Revelation
The "essianic Pgalm 110, used time and again to expross
the world-embraclng, cosuie Kingship of Christ, is quoted
to show that the Lord has conquered and sat down boside
the Father on His throne (Reve 3:21; cp., for a typical
example of this use of Psalm 110 in the llew Testament,
Hiobe zzld,ll).

The Speclal People of the liessigh«king, However, in
B2 g »

proclaiming Christ as King, or Lord, of all the disciples

also recognized that as King He would gather His own special
people., The Basilela is His "vredemptive Rule” but it does

not operate in a vold, It implies a sphere of rule, This
realization on the part of the disciples was in couplete
accordance with the mission of Jesus, It is true that

Jesus is the "Kingdom," and that through Him God comes

to deliver man from his sins. However, as the Hessish Jesus
clearly came to gather a commmity. He pictured Iis ilessiah-
ship in torms of Isalsah's "Suffering Servant” and Daniel's
"Son of man," both of whom were, as Hunter observes, definitely
"gocietary figures." 22 e saw Himself as the Shepherd seeking
the Logt sheep (Luke 15:3-G), and Ile sent out the disciples

22ipehibald M, Iunter, The llessage of the Heow Testament,
(Philadelphias The Yestminster Press, ce. 1944), pe 58
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as sheep to proclaim the Kingdom to Israel (Matt. 10:186).
And when Iz Tells the disciples that it is the Father's
gpood ploasure to give them the Kingdom, they are a "little

flock" (Lulze 12:352). On the eve of His death He refers to

-

the prophecy of Zechariah: "I will smite tho shepherd, ar

the sheep shall be scatbered abroad® (Hatt. 2631313 cpe
ligrk 14:27). The Fourth Gospel is more explicit: "I am the
good shepherd, and I lmow mine own  « « and I lay dowvn my
life for the sheep. And other I have « « o (John 10:14-16),
Iie tells Petor to "feed my sheep" (John 21:17).

Moreover, Jesus went beyond the mere employment of
figurative speech in such statements. This is evidonced by
the fact that before He departed He colebrated the Last
supper, At that time He declared Himself to be "the Son of
man" of Daniel Seven (Luke 22:22) and identified Iiis followers
as "the saints of the lMost High" by saying: "I appoint
unto you a kingdom, even as my Father appointed unto me”

(Luke 22:29). Cﬁﬁort saw 1t long ago: !'The twelve,! he wrote,
'sat that evening as representatives of the gcclesia al
large. t"ed

The members of the early lew Testament church saw that

where Jesus had once been the Proclaimer of the Kingdom, thab

mission had now been given to them through the twelve repre-

25Ibid., p. 65.
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sentative disciples. The command was to extend Iils Kingdom

into all the world, In fulfilling that mission, however,

they did not imagine themselves asz lsolated or loosely comnected
individualists convineing other individuals., If Jesus had

1t a new people, they were also to be a people in the
closest fellowship, a fellowship that recognized Jesus as

Lord through the presence of the Holy Spirit (I Cor, 12:3),

The Church is a ‘bc‘:lple filled by God's 3p irit (ph, 2:21fe;

T Cor. 3216) and an oL K0 Trveu/ubfl'uma (I Pote 2:5), & house

Cl
o

f living stones "whose cement, so to speak, is the indwelling
Spirit of Cod."*% then we gspeall of the fellowship of the
pirit, we are indebted to Poul's oun phrascology: "If there
be thorefore any comfort of love, if any fellcowship (Kowwvém)
of the 5pirit « « «" (Phil, 2:1) and "the communion (fellow-
ship, KOWWVIK ) of the Holy Ghost be with you all' (II Cor.
13:14), In all of this the apostles were mindiful of ©
discourses of John l4~17 on the guidance of the sSplrit and

Christ? 8 prajyer for oneness,

The Church?s Testimony of the Last Things. The misslon-

aries of the Church went forth to proclaim Christ as Lord,

but they recognized His Lordship as limited te His own pecullar
peonle whom He had purified (Titus 2:14). And those people

are intimately joined together "in Christ"” (I Cor. 1:30;

Rom, 8:1; Col. 1l:2). Iowever, we have scon that the Christ

241bide, pe 75
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