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Thei-•e is a correspon<l:tng elemon'c of h:i.cldonness in the other 

par s.bles such ua the Tul"es (!.Iatto 15 :24-30) • tho T1,eaaure 

in the Vield (1Iatto 13:44}9 the Pe:.t.rl (l':Iatt. 13:45)9 the 

Fishnet (?.Ia.tto 1S: ,1:'7-50). Returning 'co the pm"able or the 

;Secretly Gron-i':1.B Seed fm." a. ma.:110nt D l'cs pw:~ose is not to 

point out that 'Ghe kingtlo:.11 v1ill gl"'OH g1•uducl.ly bu'c tho.t it 

is Go<l 1 s tloing; it is through His powe1"' that it cµ .. ows on<.l 

develops; man is not calling it into ezlstence O:i:' mold ... "r'l.g it 

:"rosper. In sunnne.ry:, o.11 of 'chc pai"ables mentioned contain 

t wo mo.in characte:i."':1.s-tics: l) It is of a11othe1., sort tho.nruan 

is uccustornecl to; 2 ) It is of an ovel"\'Jhe1ru:1.11g na·c1.u"e. 

�~� Deci sive Preaching or the Kingdom M Pre::;ent. Hou ... 

ever9 Jesus' view wa.s not exclusively futu.:i:,is-cic. It must be 

x•ecognized that t here ru."e num:y passages whicll speak or the 

Eli1gdom as a p1"0s1:mt 1"eali ty, and this is Cl"'UCiaJ. to ITis 

pI 1each ing. '1.1he Pho.risees ask ecl rihen the Kingdom nhich lie 

pz,00.ch0d would come. li e quickly l"epJ.ied 'Ghat ·the Kingdom 

even then was u in you:t.• m:ldst11 (Luke J.?:21). 9 i:-iatt. 12:28 

is just as decisive: "If' I cast out devils by tho Sp il..,it of 

God9 then tho kingdom of: God ls come unto you" (Luke ll:20). 

Bm .. ro\'1S GA-pla:i;ns: nThe A1"'un1aic vel"b pi,obably used by Jesus 

in this saying means prililarily to ar:c•ive 01." roe.ch• also to 

9.Paul M. Bretsher, 0 Lulce 17:21.'1 Concordia Theological. 
It.Ionthly, XV '(Mov~be1 ... , 1944)• P.• 750f. 

I 
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befall m . ., happen to o. person. • • :i.n effect. 't'lho.t has hc.ppon­

ed to you. in the Kingdom of God. 1110 Thel .. e has been o. ca:Ll. to 

1"0!Hmtance, hut whothe1 .. men 1.,epont 01"' not~ the Kingdo.m is on 

oorld and the Kingdom is ci.c"l;ually p1.,0sen·c. 11 If ne aro seek­

inc the <lii'f crentia of the teaching of Jenus u:9on the i{ing­

d om of God:, it iu here that it 1:n.1.o·t be f'm.m<l. 11 11 Fino1lyg 

J esus 9 quotation of the propheJi;ic desc1-..i1)tion of' the messio.­

nic a ge in ansv:el" to· the disciplen · of John the Baptis'i; stands 

foJ:>th 0 the promise of God is actually be>:1.l!G. fulfilled. (Luke 

'7: }31 9 cp . !,Iatt. 11:5). 

The ·union of the Kingdom a.s Future and P1"esent in the 
Ileign of Chris·i; 

Identification. Ef !hg Kingdom-~ G'.ar:lst. The i ~1ngdom 

'.VG.S p:!:•eo.ched US futUl"6 and pl.,esent, but hOYl Cal'l it be bo·ch 

at the same time? The answor is found in Christ Who had 110 

hesitti..ncy L'l'l !>l·eachlng its p1.,esent cei,tainty. rle h.o.ve seen 

this in the tm·cts last mentioned.. He also l"'eu.d to His people 

ri .. orn t h e scroll of Is-e..iall and so.id,., nThia day ( seameron) is 

this scripture fulfilled in your ears11 (Luke 4:21). Vfa.atevor 

l~:tllax> Burrows., !,a .Outli,ne of Biblical Theology: (Phila­
delphia: ~·1estminster P1.,es.s. c. !94GJ, P• 189. 

ll!)odd, OP• ill•-•· Po. 109. 
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he said about the coming i~ :lngdom., He saw that futuz•e al-

l:>eady in I:Iira as S0emeron. The explanation of the K inedom 

as a ~re~ent ~eality but s till car.tine lies in Christ. The 

l~ingdmn is present in the !Jessiah .• 

'ilhe statement that the !iingdom is present in ti1e 11essiah 

expla ins why we f'ind passaG0s which p1?esuppo:=Je that Jesus 011d 

the Kingdo-m a:i"'e l <lent ical. ;111ilc ?Jar~ 11: 10 s p e rurs Q:f 11 ·cho 

i~ing~1 orn 0£ our fat her David., that co1:1eth in the Lot•d, 11 the 

pai .. allel passages to ?.Ia1 .. k 11:9 (tlatt. 21:9, Luke 19:38) s peak 

only of the person J0sus Christ and omit altogether a par­

a llel to Mark 11:10. Jesus' statements about forsaking house, 

child1"en., etc • ., 11 f ol" my sake11 p1~obably affo1 .. ds o. bet tel .. in­

sigh t. illark 1 0:29 a.nd i:1att. 19:29 1•efer to His sake 01_,, Ilis 

n o.me I s s ake 9 but Lu.lee 18:29 reads,. 11 fo1" the sal:o of ·tho King­

dom of God.n A.gain, i',fo.rk 9:l {Cp. Luke 9:27} speaks of the 

coming of the Reign of God in power,· but its parallol. •. 1'.-Iatt. 

16:28, speaks of the son of M011 ~oming in with His Kingdom. 

Fu1 .. the1~nore, o. f'ollO\"Jer ,..,a.its for the s on or 1.Ian and £01, 

the Lot"d exactly as Ue waits for the Kingdom itself. A...'"1 ex­

ample oi' this exp0ctntion is found in an investigation of 

Matt. 25:1: nThen shall the kingdoo.i or heaven be likened unto 

ten virgins. vhich took their lamps, and went forth to meat 

the bridegroom" (Cp. Luke 12:32. 35, 36).. F -01 ... mo1"e ex.JlllPles, 

see K. L. ~cbmidt•s article on Basileia in which he examines 

these and other passages ana concludes: "Grmm~ar us .1ell as 

the whole context speaks of the fact that the connection bet\1een 
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·che 1::lnguor.1 and Josus ·,;ho crone into the 1;:orld is not.."lil1g 

lcm:i than Joh:ar::1 11 v~.he :Jo:i: .. d \7~ 100.de fle~h: (Joh.'1. 1:1,1 ). n12 

In ·i:;he wo:i..,ds o-r' Visser t·c lloof't: ?I Th o Heie;n of: God i n no"i:; only 

proclab 10<1 .. I ·i.; iD lnaugtu:,a·i;0~.. The annoi nted of God ; the 

:,:os siafi- Yine; :ias co1.1c ·co reien on beJ1alf of Gotl. 1113 

Th2_ Pi-,cmlsc E.f. the f'_a-c>~.cl~. Tb.o disci :9los and muny 

follot:e:.."s fJo.,;1 t he Q."'eu·i:; ac·i;s of J·esus and Hex•e vtill -7·1"1e to l ay 

do··m t h eir clott>.es to p r0par0 t h e y:ay for His triu.;mphal entry 

P o.s s :i.on founo. TI:lill h " lle ~ ft~:; :;-ch0 / .. lng t hat cometh i n the 

na:rne of t h o Lor'd" {Lul: e 1 9: 38}.. Bu:i.; He y;as; t o use a plu.,a:Jo 

God a c :i:ie.:vtion:> z ot the ob joct; of tho plo.ns of [~en. He hau. 

indic a.-cec1 this l"Jhen mon un3uccc~~JfuJ.ly s:i;·i:;c:c..ip-tad -cc .siezo 

Hi m and ma.kc lI:iJi'l King (John. 6:15). 

14-1'7 He :i.'>evea ls tha"l; there · i s un element ol un:fv.l.fillment i n 

tho I: ingdor.1 Ylhich i s present in E:i.m, a unot yet:i alonsside the 

11 alreadyc :r He mnst go to the :fi'o.th01, ·to propar0 a pla co ror 

His m·m {John 14:3). But v;hat then? Ho will ooEe again; 

bu·i; as 1-10 promises ·chat He will corci0 again, Ho also pl"omlses 

the Paraclete i-';bom tho Po:1:ihe.r wili send in His nu.me 

120 clmil<lt, .QE_., lli•., a free translation. 

13w. A .. Visse1 .. tt; I-Iooft., Tr~ Kingship 9.£. Cb:dst (How York: 
Harp er and D1.,othe1 ... s ., c. 1 04 9 ) , p • · ? 4. 
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(John 14:26; 15:26). He~ depart -- ult io e::cpedient" 

-- so thnt the Pe.ro.clete will C0!!1e; o.nd He will guide therr1 

into all truth (John :LG: 7 11 13).. His departm,e will bring 

so:i.,rotJ» but that so1.,1•ow shall be turned to joy. The dis­

ciples would not be -,,d.t;hout ChJ."i~t; for 'cho Paraclete uill 

testify of Him, and thus CbJ...,ist ,1ill b0 present bcf'oJ."e Be 

comes o.gaino 

The Place of Jesus' Dec.th in Fulfillment of ·che King-- - - - -- ~ 

d crJ.Ue1 The hint which Jesus hc.d given to the effec'c 'chat the 

way of His Kingdom \Vas no-t the way of the woi.,ld :in John 6~15 

(Cp. 7\1m·k 4:llf; l0: 42-45; i1Jatto 20:25-28) was now to be 

given full meaning. Ile acknowledged the validity of Pil~tets 

ques t ionJJ but He could u11 1..1thfully reply, nr-.!y Kingdoci is n-ot 

of this rmrldn (John 18:36).. Ile accepted the title of King, 

but viith a 1.,cservation the diocipl~s 11ad not seen cleru.-.ly 

du1.,ing His public ministi.,y: the sign of I:Iia Kingoh:lp was to 

be the C1 .. oss,. on emblem or suffering,. not co.mpulnion,. The 

course o:r eventsg- outv:a1.,tlly a series or disasters:, contained 

a 1 .. evelation or the glory of God through the Son. The Cross 

r evealed that Cru..,ist is a p11 iestly King who di es lor Iiis 

people. He was condemned,. but that sentence upon II:!m as King 

of tpe Jews vas necessru.~y to reveal fully the true nature of 

His mis.sion f1 .. ou God: to 1.,eeoncile men to God through His 

d.oath on tho Cross. 

On the third. da.y Ile rose again and oonf irmed the f uot 

that Ile had overcome the worlq~ Again .. He opened the ::,crip­

tu1.,es to ·the disciples o.nd said-: "Thus it is written, and 
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thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 

tho thil"d <lay: and that 1 .. ep ontance and remission 0£ si.vis 

should be preached in his nar.,e smong all nat:l.ono, beg:L11r1ing 

a'ii Je1~1salen:1n (Luke 24:44-4'7.11 cp 0 vv 0 27) 0 '£hey \'J0l"8 to 

preach to all nations» but not :lnrruedia.-cely.11 not until endued 

wi\-;h y m·1e1"" from on high ( v. 49). About to ascend into heo.von, 

He pi .. om:1.sed JGb em the Holy Gho6t and powc1" (Acts 1:51 8) 0 The 

'O:i}omise ,.-1h ich could not bo fulfilled until he departed to tho - -
Fath e1" was a.bout to come into being. 

Pentecost ond ~ Gospe.J . .2f the Kingdom. On the duy or 

P entocost the false hopes of the c"lisciples v1er0 i .. eplaoed with 

t1"'Ue unders tanding. Tl1ere ·was no longer any disillusionment 

ubout t he r ailure to redeein Israel (Luke 24 :21), or the per­

s is'i;ent question which remained even on Ascen!1 ion Day: "Lo1,u.. 

llost thou at t his ti.me restore the ldngdoB to Is1"a.01? 11 (AcJGs 

l:G ). On Pentecost 11 they rroi .. o all. filled \Jith the Holy Ghost 

awl bogan to speak ••• 11 (.Acta 2:4). They knew the "Gospel 

of' the Kingdomu und 'lU'lde1 .. s,tood such stat.e!.l'tents O:S "Except yo 

turn, snd become as little childl. .. en:, yo shall in no wise on1Gor 

into the Kinadom of heaven" (11att.. 28:S) and that new birth 

th.1 .. ough uater and the Spirit was a necessity ~or entrance 

(John 3:5). 2he Spirit is the source of that new li£e £or 

Christians (Rom. 8':lO; John 6:63; II Cor. 3:6) and the ~ing­

dom a p1--esent reality of "1 .. ighteousnass and joy o.nd peace in 

the Holy Ghost 11 (Ram. 14:17). 

Ful .. thermo1,e, entering into the Kingdoni and entering into 
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eternal life are equated. :ua.J.·•k 9: 43-4? is probably one or 

'Ghe most it.71por tant examples of ·this f 01"'!ll of idontification. 

Wor does t he '!,o.ss a.ge' s sigoifica11ce end the1 .. e; for \'Ihile 

&Ia1~1c 9 : 4:7 s peaks of entering into the K:lngdaa1. its parallels,. 

1Iatt .. 1 8:9s, speaks of en-cei .. ing into life. hlo.tt. 23:3 a.nu 
Luk e 11:52 should be considered in tlle s arae manner: llatthew 

1 ... 0ports thut the sc1.,i bes ond pharisees would shut men off: 

f:-.."01u tho Kingdom» but Luke hus them tak:1:ng uway the key of 

lmov1ledge. 

Healizine the lif'e-giving p1.,esenc..e of the Sph•it"' men 

v1er o able to pl'•eo.ch the Kingdom as present; mi.d it was a. 

"Gospel of the Kingdom11 nhich they preached. The uso oi' 

'~his phrase to d0sc1.,ibe the preaching of the Kingdom is not 

at all forced . The two ph1 .. uses ai-ae linked togethel" thl.,ough-

out. In place of'~uo<!~~t~vr~~o0(1iark 1:14) many variant read­

i ngs state that Jesus co.me into Galilee "preaching the gospel 

oS: ~ k ingdom of Gcd..,.u Ko L. Schmidt would not igno1'"e the 

impor.tance of the vo1~btu,w~<~vin preaching the Kingdom (Luke 

4:43; 8:1; 16:16; Acts 8:12). Similo.i~ly11 he lists other im­

portant verbs usod in this connection# such us, •("JeJO"oW, ~,&<jA,,OJe­

c-Jeqµ w.., ?J{IJ',.'lt1I.M~1 nel!iJv;, AWilw .1.4 

Paul also claimed the same Gospel as the othel"S ( Cp. 

I Cor. 15: ll)., and in his proclama.t ion "he \lent into the synn­

go~-uo11 and spake bolclly for the ape.ca of threo months, disputing 

l4scbmidt, .91!• ..ill··· p. 584. 
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and p0~3uading t he ·i;hings con c erning ·~1e 1:::ingdc:!:i or God 1r 

(Ac i:;o 1 9 : D) . .hcts 20:2'1.:fi' i fJ er.:p oci~l ly significant , Paul 

s t ating t hat h e h a e r eceiv e d f rom J esus the mini str y 1:to 

t e ::rt ify ·che Gospel ~f -~ho gruc e oi' 'fod . n i\.n d then h e con -

ye all :i vnon r; r1ho. I h ave eono proach i n e; the kin gdo: : o:r 

God, sh al l s ee mo n o mo:00 e ·, 

t3o-o- <..~f c'()I, an d e.t~1JA(IJV ';))."C al so u.:nitec1 i n t h e po.rab l e of 

:.ia.t ·c., 13 : 19 has more~ 11 I f a.nyon e hea.ret h t h e ~,crq of t h ~ 

' . " )l "'a J· n 
f) .a:-~ .. ' the parable, as it i s r olate<l i n :.:ark 

~: ~ doe s n.ot sp eak of knor1lne; 'th e nry ste1 .. les of God9 but 

r 0po1 .. ts t h at J e su G s a i d : 11To you hao been given t ho ::·,1ystery 

of the k i n gdom11 (rJ:,.u"k 4 ill ) .. A. E. J., He.v11 :1.nson rc:11arks 

-th at t his phrane "se ems ·virtuEl.lly to express t h e i doa of 

t h e myst ery or CL..r:1.st i n.nity., J .. _~(' , of Ch.1"5.st:i.a.n salv~t i on 
., 1 r; 

a s a whol G-e • _ .., Ot t; ,.) r :i.p ~l" e on c l u des t hnt the :i."ei gn of 

crD.c e t hrcn .. 1.gp J esus :1. s t h o o~c -explo.n c.:i; i on or :.1:u.""k 1 s 'CI'e nt-

m n . of +l, ,· "' "' " r a,,,,·1 I·t i 0 :--
11kJ."nrrdo·_,.,,.n ~-. n ,-..:ibl 0 .,. '01..1. ~'- j_J,. e '(; . V ,..!. - ..:> ;_vCJ. ,IJ _, 8(> - ,J "'' -U :, !_-I<-....,_ - \J_;- V - -

i s aqualJ.y a 11 go-sp 0111 p f',:Pabl0 sp eaking of · t h e scc~..-o-c pP.r­

p ose of God.16 Th o rier;sag0 of the Kingtlom ~.as t ;,-!2.t; of the 

Gosp el. 

15Hu.wlm<Jon,. op. JE&• 11 P• liii. 

l.6otto l l .. P ip er s ll 'l'he ?syste1"y o~ the Kingdom of' God./1 

I nt croreta tion, I {Aprilu 19~7), p. 189f~. 
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The " Al1"'eadyn and "Not Yet11 after Pentecost 

The Vic1; cn.,y i:1011 ~ Still Coni1nf$• The promise of the 

Pa:racl0te that was the "not ye't11 in the proaohing of Jesus 

,w.s l'l0\7 1"ealiz0d. In the· testimony of the Spirit the lipostlea 

proclaimed t he Heign or Chl ... ist a.s the message of the Gospel. 

But aga i n» they conceived of the Reign of Chl"ist o.s both fu1-

f i lled ru.1d unfulfill.ed . If the pi.,esence of tho Spirit is the 

fuli'illment of a promise:; ~Ghe presence of the ~"pil"it is it­

s elf a p romi s e, maintaining the tension of the 11 aJ.roady11 and 

11not yet 11 of the Reign of Christ. For the ~plrit. in assur­

ing t h at Ch.ris t is :r>eigning, al.so point.a to the coming oi.: 

Cru?ist ago.in. 

Th0 J\Tew Test.aiu ~nt writers were not at all hesitent in 

exp:r.,es ::dng the paradox. that. whilo the vioto.i•y of Christ wa.s 

already a present reality~ it ~as also a victory still coming. 

F i rst of allg it is a real victory. Paul says that God~ 

11 ·trans lated us :tnto the kingdom of his dem." Son11 (Col.~ 1:13). 

I t is a reign that is here a11d now (I Cor~ 15:24-28), a King­

dom which cannot be· shaken (Heb. 12;.28). The King~om ia 

rig!~t oousn~ss. peace and joy in the Holy Ghost (Rom. 14:17). 

The victory of Christ over Satan in the Gospel a~counts 

demonst1"at~d the Kingdom as al.ready pr,esent (Matt. 12:29; 

Luke 11:20 .... 22; Luke lO:lal. and af'ter I!is resuri"eetion and 

ascension• the epistles enlarge the picture by stating that 

He is over al.l things, a victor over the evil powers which 
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are non made subje·ct to E:lm (Bph. 1:21.22; Col. 2:10.15; 

I Pet. 3:22). 

But :ti' the vic.tol"Y is. sp oken of' as realized, it is 

also charae.teri zed as som0thing pI1<Y..1lised as ye~G to come. 

Col. 4 :11 i mplies tha.t Pat1.l and his com:1~a.dea D.l"e working 

fox- a futur0 K ingdQl..:1» snd all ru. .. e admonished to remomber . 
t ho.t suf'i'ering now will make men worthy for the co..ning 

(II 1i'hoss. 1:15;. II Tilll. 2:12; Rom. 8:17). In Heb:t>e\-;s., 

often citecl as complei;ely removed f1 .. on1 npr:imitive." Christia­

nit y and its simple hopes.,. James . ttof.fat can only reluctantly 

a.cbt i t tha;t; basileia is a t least an efi'art to 11p1 .. eserv'8 some­

thing of the p rimi t ive viev1 of Jes-us as rue-saianic king. 11 17 

Bu,~ the f orwru:"'d look o.f Hebrews is not lost in any 1;1ay 

(Heb. 9 :27.28; 10:37) •. While the author of llebreus says 

that Christ has 11 every-'ijhing undei .. His feet •. " without e2i:-

cept ion:, he adds : 11 But now we se.e not yet all. things put 

m1der hin1." (Heb. 2:8), • . Ee uses Psalm 110._ significantly 

combining both the priestly and royal functions of ~u .. ist: 

11But this mm1g a.fter he had offerocl one ouci"if'ice i'Ol" sins 

for everp sat do,m on the. right ho...vid of God; Fron1 he11ceforth 

expecting till his enemies be :mado hi·s 1'ootstoo1" (Heb. 10:12, 

13). 

l7J~es Moffat, 0 :G1)istle to the Hebretss.,n Th-e. Inter­
nationa1 C.r1t1ca1 Co111mentapz (Ue,1 York: CharlesScl~ioner' s 
Sonsg- 1924), p .. ·xxx!f!. 
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'!.h_e £ileanin~ £! ~ :i,2=,ctorx Won but still Comips,. Viasei.,'t 

lfooft refers to Kittel '·s vfoe_rterbuch fo:1. .. an ex:plm1ution o:r 

·chi s oonbiguity of !>?ew Testament thought.. The an::mer lies in 

t h e ve1 .. b k at o:t"geo ·which is u s e •:1 again and ag-a.il1.. The be.sic 

meaning is "to r ende:r:- :ineffectiv~11 ; the s e·condo.ry rueo.ning, 

11 to anih ilate. 11 
. In most p assages the fil .. st m-ean:1.ng is useds 

a e;ood ex ample b eing I Coi ... 2:16~ whi.ch 1to1'fo."c; translates: 

nt;he <.1eth ronec.1 Po\'101.,0 who rule- this wor .. ld. n Through this. 

underst anding an explanation of the victory uon but still 

c om:lng is possibleo 0 The inirt1icoJ. powe1"s m,e no longer on 

the t hi-•one • • • But they do not yet a<hnit theil .. dei'eo.t and 

a.re s till acti ng as if t h e·Y we1"·a the t1--ue l71.U.·6l.,8 o:r the ¥.·o·,1r1 1118 l J. ..... 

,:Vhuss in p x•il1c:lple Christ ·hfil!. abolished neath utlu .. ough the 

gos1, el rr ( II ~ im. l: 10) ~ and though Death still ca.u1es 9 iJG has 

lost i ts sting (I Co17
• 1:5:55)e And Satan is bmmd (Mark 3:22--

26). While Paul \lr!tes tp,at Christ "must reign until all 

his fo€rs ro .. e put unde1"' his feet. t1 he als.o adds that God 

0 ~ put everything under his feet" (I Coi~. 15:25 •. 27). T'ne 

t :i:me between the 2?esui .. rectio11 and the r-eturn of the Lord is 

u til:"'le hatween the victory which is only lmomi to i'aith and 

t h e full victory, but neve1,theless, the victo~ious Lord of' 

novf guarantees the ultimate victoi7. 

Thi& e-xpress ion of the "o.l:r•eo.dy11 and 11not yet·u of the 

Kingdom of God b~ings to mind anotller lfow Testamont eJ...1)reso.ion 



come" (:Cph. 1 :19f.; Cp. I.iatt. 12:32) 9 . a concept pm."ticul::u.,ly 

em9h o.sizocl ru:1d llluraina.t.ed by Anders I:1yg1.,e:m. It amounts to 

·~h is: At the fil"s·c coo1:lng of Christ o.ncl Hia n1essa.g0 oi' 11 to­

day'' '.;ho a e o t o come :lnvude<l t h o present age, so tho.t n o"."1 

the t-..-,o ages overl o.p e ach othe1,,, o.nd t h is ov01"l apping l a.sts 

f r om His f :h•st coming to His socond comingo 

rrhe docisiv0 rao111Gmt in his tOl."Y lies in '"Gh e resui.,rection 

of Christ. How life is "triunmh ant over deo.t;h. rfuis is tho - -
expl an a tion of the cont1 .. ust of Adrun and Clu.,ist (Rom. 5:12). 

m io.t is ordina.i .. :I.ly called 11 lif'e11 is in its totality and with­

out except i on subjec t to the porier o-£· dea.th 9 but the Gospel 

a.··,m ounces t o t h e slaves of t h is age of death ·chat t h e age of 

l i fe has coma.19 Pm.,th err11ore.si the.t age is no longer m01,ely 

coming ; ,it h the 1.,esur:i::>oction it has bec-Olile u pl"esent real­

ity (II Cor . 5 :1'7). Why? Christ stands at t h e centeI'1 • on 

tho lin e betwoon t h o two ages (I Cai ... 15·:17; I Cor. 15:20). 

The resu1..,1.,ection of Clu,lst and or the dea.d are not sepai,ate •. 

but a unity, with Christ tho 0 .!'irst fruits.'' the beginning 

o-E -c.be p:roc-ess.. Nygi,en also refers to· Rom. l:4 \'Jb.-e1'e the 

r esm:,~ection is- the dividing line betueen the seed of David 

and f'l0sh and the Spi1,1t ... 20 

. 19Anders Uygren. "This Age and tli..e Ag·e t o Came-,." ~ 
A\tgusto.na Quarterly,. XXI .. (Aprils 1942). p. 106. 

2.0ll>id. 11 p. 107-. 
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T'.ais whole overlapping of the two o.ges is the n1ast 

hour" (I John. 2:18} in which miristians point to the end 
' 

of the- old and the beginning of 'cho ne\7• an hour prolonged 

now only through the patience of God ( II I> et. 3: D). 

'Ilhe \'iitnoos of the Chui .. ch to the Kingship or Cl.u. .. ist 

Chris·c, s victory over Sa.tan 011d Death through His Cruci­

rixtion und Resurrection clearly placed the Apostles and 

t heir rollowers. in a state or tension between this world 

and the world ushered in by the coming Kingdom. They l .. e­

cogniz ed that t heil.. lot vm.s not of' this wo1 .. ld. But \"lhil0 

t h ey v1e1"e not of the world• they \/ere in the \"Iorl<l. Jwd 

t h ey also saw Christ as Lord of all things in this r1orld. 

It ·110.s true •. IIe ·was crucifiecl as King of the Jews. but 

that title held univorsal implications. There is no i'unda­

rnental diff eronce betw·een this designation and that of 11Lord. 11 

••. • The King of Israel is. as the Jews- put it to 
Pilate. "the klng messiah" (Luke 19:.38). Tho~'1. he 
occupies. the. thl•one of David •. he will 1.,eign not only 
ove1 .. the house or Jacob but ove.1 .. the who:Le \10l')ld, fo1 .. 
to his reign the1"e ,1ill be no end (Luke 1:32,.Ss). He 
is the Son oi' man to v1ham• aocoi .. cling to the prophecy 
or Dan. 7:141 a J.cingdom is given which includes nil 
peoples and nutions.. The twenty-i'i!'th chapter oi' 
st •. Uatthow confirm.s this cosmic interpi"etation of 
Chr1ot•s Kingship.2i 

21.visser •t Hooft. ,.22_. ~.• · PP·• 75-76.-
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The i dentity of Kil'lg \:,'ith LOi .. d is al.so brought out 

in John's statoraent that Glu.,i~t :ls Lord o:r loi"><ls an<l King 

of' kings (Rev. 1:5; 1'7:14). In the samo boolr of Revelation 

the i,!e:::si~u1ic P s.aJ.m 110., used t:lme e.nd o.gain to GXpres.s 

the world -~al'.!1b1.,acing, cosm;tc Kingship of Christ, is quoted 

to shoY/ ·chat the Lord has conquered a:..,icl sat down bo-sido 

the Fa:cher on His throne (E0v. 3:21; .92.•" f'oi .. a tjplca.1 

example of' 't.ihis use oi' Psalm 110 in the Hew Testament, 

Iieb. 2:10,11). 

'1.1he Special Pec;>plo 2£ tµe r.Iessiah-1\ing. ilo\'feve:r, in 

proclo.:uniug Christ as King, or• Lord, of' all the disciples 

also 1 .. ecognized that as King He would gather I:Iis ot'"m specia.J. 

people.. ~1he Basileia is B:ls 11 1.,e::-]emptivo Rule" but ii. does 

1 .. ealization on the pa:et of: the disciples was in comple't0 

accordance with t h e mission 0£ Je~us. It is tl"Ue tha.t 

Jesus i ·s the 11Kingdorn, n ancl that through Rim God comes 

t.o deliver man fr0n1 his sins... Em·1ever~ as the Messiah Je.sus 

clearly Ca."lle to gather a conimtm1ty.. Ifo p ·ictul"e-d His i"lessiah­

ship in -terms of I saia..h 1 s II S1.lf'f ering Servant" and Danie-l's 

11Son of .man:/' both or whom were, as Hunter observes.,. definitely 

n soeietary figw. .. e.s." 22 lie saw Hmself' as the- Shephei"<l seeking 

the Lost ;Jheep ( Luke 15: 3-6), and Ee s.ent out the discipJ.es 

22.Archibaltl hJ .•. Ilu11ter» T'Lle. nes·s.age _gf the !1fil! :i?ostaoent;· 
(Philadelphia.: The \:·estminstEWPres.s, c. 1.944),. P•· 58. 
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~ ~hce12 t o proclaim the iangdom ·to Israel (Ua.tt. 10:16). 

An d when Il-3 teJ.ls the disciples t hat it is 'Gho 1'"'athel."1 :J 

c;ood pleasure to g ive t h em t he Ki nr;tlot1 , ·Ghey ai"e a 11li)~·cle 

f'lock11 (Luke l2:32 ). On the eve of His death He refers to 

t he p roph e c y of Zcch:.u"'is..h: 11 I \'Jill sruite tho .::>hepherd.3 u..<1d 

the sh e ep shall b e s cattered abroa<ln (1.Iat·c. 26:31; cp . 

: ~ru..,k 1 11::2? ). 1.1hc Pourth Gosp e l is r:iore explici·t: 11 I a:iu the 

good shep herd, and I knor; mine o,·m O • • and I lay doY.'n my 

11.f e ro:i;, ·i.;he sheep. And other I have • • • (John. 10: 14-16). 

Ee tells P eter to 11 feed my sheep11 (John 21:17). 

·~01,cove1", Jesu s x-1,ent beyond the mere emplo·yment of 

fisuro:tivo speech i n such nto:cements. This i ~ evidenced by 

the fact that before Ilo depru.,ted He celebrated the La st 

::,um)or.. fl. t ·c:'!.o.t t i me Ile dcclai .. ed Himself to be 0 the Son of - - ., 

:r;1an11 of Daniel .Seven (Luke 22: 22) ~"'lcl identti'ied !Iis follo·wo1"S 

us 11 t h e s o.in-t s of the ~.iost Hig.1111 b y SDJL11g: 11 I appoint 

unto y ou a kingdom, even as my ? ather appointed. turto me 11 

(Luke 22:29) . (i;Iort saw it long ago : •'l'he twelve, 1 'l-1.c wrote, 

•sat that evening as representatives of t h e ecclesia ut 

large. rn23 

The members of: the early Hew Testament church saw that 

whe1 .. e Jesus had once been the Proclaimer of the l\.ingdo::n, that 

mission had now been given to them through the t welve repre-

25Ibid., p. 6 5 . 
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sent::i.tivo disciples. The comn10.nd r1a.s to eJi:.tend liis 'n.inG,d o.i::.1 

i nt o ul l the n orld . I n i'u lfilli..Y1g tha.t mission., h0\::0ver, 

t h e:; d :ld not i magine t hemselves us i solated or l oosely c01mec·ted 

ind i v i dualis·cs convincin g other individuals. If Jesus had 

s ou ght a ncr; people, they WOl"'e also t o be a peo:)le in -tiie 

clos e s ·i:; f ellowship, a i'ello ·1ship 'Ghat recoenized Jesus as 

Loi-•d t h 1"ough. the p resence of "i;h e lloly 3pir:lt (I Cor. 12:3). 

'11h0 Church i:J n temple filled by God ' ~ ;3pirit (I•;ph. 2:21£'.; 
,C.. I 

I C or. 3 : 16 ) and an. o ( ~ us TiVWj.J.IX r lt(0.5 ( I P ot;. 2: 5) , a. house 

of living stones 11 v1hose cement, so to speak, is t h e indwelling 
r·4 

J pir:l'G of Godo ti,;-; _ \ihon \'10 op.eak of the fello '!Ship or the 

.jp i rit ., ,·,c a1"'0 indeh'i;ed ·co P auJ.' s ovm9hx•aseology: "Zr th.ere 
I 

be tllcref Ol"G ony cor.ifort of love, if any f oll or;ship ( \<<>WWV<..C< ) 

or -chc Spir it • • • rr (Phil. 2: 1) anc1 11 the c·o,nmuniou (fell0\7-
, 

ch:i.p~ KOL\IWVlli\ ) of the Holy Ghost be \"lith you alln (II Cor. 

13: 14).. In all of th:ls t h e apost;les wore ;ilindful or tho 

d i s cou rses or JobJ.1. 14-117 on the guidance o:r t h e .Jph•it and 

Ch.:?is'i;; s pro.ye1" for on eness. 

'.i1hc Churcl'.l. t· s Tes·timony 2:£_ ~ ~ Thin&s• Tho :raission­

a.ries of the Church went; forth to proclaim Chri::.t as Lord, 

but t h ey recognized His Lordship as limited to His ovm peculiar 

peop le -:;b.om Ho had p tU?ii'ied (Titus 2:14). And those p-eopJ.o 

a.re int:unately joil1.ed together ttin Chris·c11 (I Cor. 1:50; 

Hom. 8:J.; Col. 1:2). !Ioweve1"', we have soon that the Cl:u .. ist 

24Ibid. 1 p. 75. 


