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Germany for assistance, but his brother, Emperor Charles V,
was himself engrossed at the time with Luther and his fol=-
lowers at the Diet of Spires. Meanwhile, Ferdinand's troops
eventually pursued Zapolya to Poland. Receiving no encour-
agement or aid f rom his father-in-law, the king of Poland,
Zapolya petitioned the Turk to come to his aid. Nothing
could have pleased the Turk more, and on February 28, 1528,
Zapolya received a written guarantee of the Sultan's aid, 44
For thus betraying Christendom pope Clement VII excommuni-
cated Zapolya from the Catholic Church on December 21, 1532.45
In 1533 the successor to Clement VII, pope Paul III,.
advised both Ferdinand and Zapolya to make a treaty and

Join in the war against the Turk, if the Turk would threaten

Hungary, Both men refused to heed the advice of the :[mpe.“6

During one of the lulls ih the war against the Turk, in
1538, Ferdinand and Zapolya reached a compromise on the divi-
sion of the Hungarian land not yet in possession of the Turk.
One-third of the country, the sector adjoining Austria, was
to go to Ferdinand. The remaining two-thirds, the chief
part of which was the principality of Transylvania, together
wvith the title of King of Hungary, was to be kept by Zapolya.4”

The Turk again proceeded with his war and marched into

Ostrihom and Buda in 1541 and moved unopposed to the walls
of Vienna. "It seems he did not dare do this immediately

44. 1Ibid., p. 12.
45, Ihido, Pe 17.
46, Ibid., P. 27,
47. Hulme, ODe cit.y Do 5l2.
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after Mohac"48 in 1526, Buda remained the seat of a Turkish
rasha until 1686. .

Meanvhile, John Zapolya died in 1540, leaving a two-
week old son. The Turk now took matters into his hands. He
divided Hungary into three parts: Eastern, so-called Sed-
mohrad, went to the infant son of Zapolya, John Sigismund,
who under regents served as a vassal of the Turk; South-Cen-
tral, where the majority of the Hungarians lived, he kept
for himself; Northern, which is the Slovakia of today, and

@& narrow strip in the west, he left to Ferdinand as King of
Hungary for a yearly payment of 30,000 ducats. This division
lasted for 145 years.49 Bratislava became the center of Hun-
gary, which was left to Ferdinand, and Trnava again became
the seat of the archbishop.

The Turk ruled over part of what is now southern Slo-
vakias the entire county of Novohrad and Hont, and southern
sectors of the counties of Gemer, Zvolen, Tekov, Nitra, and
Bratislava. The vanquished peoples suffered under the rule
of the Turk. Instead of money, the Turkish soldiers re-
ceived remunerations in the form of land and with this land
the people who lived on it and whom they mistreated. They
helped themselves to the cattle and the fruit of the harvest
according to will and massacred those who resisted. Fre-
quently they invaded and raided the non-Turkish sectors of
southern Slovakia, taking captive the Slovaks and selling

them as slaves in the open market-place. Young boys who

48. KDraﬁ « cite. . 88. :
5. P Ruingosrod Ve Deliny Geskoslovenske, p. 127.
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were captured were trained into fearless warriors known as
the janisaries, who later fought more fearlessly against
their own flesh and blood than did the Turk.%® The German
soldiers, hired to fight the Turk, moved about in this ter-

ritory also. These were more cruel towards the population
than they were toward the Turk. oL

In what was left of the country after the Turkish con-
quest the Hapsburg monarch ruled, surrounded by foreign coun-
selors, And during all this period the landlords treated
their serfs like cattle.

The main outcome of the triple political division of
Hungary was the almost complete disappearance of public or=-
der and of a systematic conduct of national affairs; another
was the evident decline of Catholicism and the rapid advance
of Lutheranism. The growth of Lutheraniem was encouraged
by the existing unsettled political conditions in Hungary;
the quarrels over the succession, with the accompanying civ-
il war; the lack of a properly educated Catholic clergy; the
transfer of a large amount of church land to the laity; and
the claims made upon the Catholic episcopal domains by both
aspirants €& the throne.

In the wars with the Turk which, with pauses, lasted
to 1562, tim lands of Slovakia bore the main roles and were
the shield of western Christian civilization against the

onslaughts of the Turk. The Turk did not cease to plunder

50, Kadleé{ cit., p. 28.
51. Joseph gku‘%&—'1 &y k from Slovak History,
tranaiss on Byr 0 be Focorl, AR AL LRt .
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Slovakia so that the Slovaks, during the reign of the Haps-
burgs, gave not only monetary support, but sacrificed also
their lives, for they formed the core of the Christian army
in all the battles against the Turk. Georgius Sirmiensis,
a contemporary historian, writes that one=third of the Hun-
garian forces consisted of Slovaks.’® 1In fact, the commander-
in-chief of these forces was a Slovak Evangelical, Peter
Perény1 (Perin). Peter Peréhyi, who was the defender of the
crown, and his friend, Alex Thurzo, confidant of Ferdinand,
were among the first of the nobility to be brought to the
side of the Lutherans. Perényi founded a school and insti-
tuted Protestantism on his estates. Both of these men dis-
appear from the historicael field in 1542.%%

Ferdinand I was raised as a strict Catholic who zealous-
ly supported the Jesuits. He brought them with him to Praha
in Bohemia and Trnava in Slovakia to defend Catholicism a-
gainst the Hussites, Protestants, and Bohemian Brethren. 1In
Trnave, as well as in Praha, they established institutions
of theology and philosophw.54

It was the aim of Ferdinand I to create one grand Ger-
man state, an absolute kingdome. In order to attein this
goal, in which he was unsuccessful, he encroached upon the
rights and privileges of ﬁhe landlords and barons and opposed
religious freedam.55 How sbsolutely he did reign can be

52. Sasinek, op. cit., pP. 44.
53. K"aca’la’ OPe. citey P 51.
54. mlhanek’ OPe cit., P 127.
50, Ibid..’ Pe 139,
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seen from the fact that he was crowned as a poor man with-
out power and died a rich monarch, an absolute ruler who had
united the kingdoms of Bohemia, Hungary and the lands of
Austriae, and who had impoverished the nation.

During the reign of Ferdinand I, there are two outstand-
ing Slovak martyrs, who fell victim to the anti-Lutheran
laws of 1523 and 1525. Teacher Gregori and pastor Philip
Nikolsi, both of Zvolen, were burned to death in 1.":2'?'.56

Philip Nikolai was a pastor in Lubietov in the county of
Zvolen. Teacher Gregori was his assistant. The locel min-
ers threatened to revolt unless they received the remunera-
tion which was due them. An army was sent to quiet them and
some of the miners were seized and taken before the director
of mines, who was a staunch Catholic. This director persuad-
ed the miners to accuse Nikolzi and Gregori of the uprising,
end this in turn was announced to John Zspolya. :

Zapolya sent his agents to bring Nikolai and Gregori
before him. Upon the refusal of the villagers to give them
up, the soldiers seized Gregori and six of the miners, put-
ting them in irons. The Catholic priests tried to persuade
Gregori to recant his faithe For refusing to do so he was
burned at the stake on August 22, 1527.

In the meantime, fellow-citizens came to intercede for
the six miners seized with Gregori. The Catholic priests
promised to release them if the hiding-place of Nikolai were

56. Pelikén, op. cit., p. 158.
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revealed, promising Nikolai safe conduct to Zapolya. How-
éver, they changed their minds about the safe conduct after
they had brought him to the city of Dobronivd. Upon Niko-
lai's refusal to recant his teachings, they pierced him with
a dagger and threw his corpse into a fire. This took place
on August 24, 1527, only two days after the death of his
assistant, Gregori.sv

The hierarchy of the Roman Church in Hungary opposed
the spread of Protestantism in every way possible. Already
in April, 1530, archbishop Velu-day wrote to the mining towns
in Slovekia to beware of Luther's errors and heresies, send-
ing a commissicner to investigate the conditions prevailing
in these towns. In his letter he emphessized the fact that
the Roman Church holds solely to the teaching of the Word
of God and the teachings of Christ, but as taught by the
ancient fathers who are acknowledged by the Church. He con=
tinues that the Church condemns heresy and sycophants, among
whom he mentions the Hussites, Anabaptists and Oecolampadfjius.
He commands that 1) the priests lead a celibate life, not
touching women; 2) honor be given to the saints; 3) faith
alone is not sufficient, deeds are also necessary, for sal-
vetion; 4) -fasting is obligatorys 5) church holidays must be
observed; 6) people must go to confession and do penance at
least once a year; 7) prayers and rites must not be shorten-

ed. Y8 The teachings of Luther must have taken hold in these

57. Author unknown, also title of book unknown. Prob-
ably it is a c;gkevnz historia, pp. 9-1l.
58. Kvatala, op. cit., p. 55.
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districts, if it became necessary for an archbishop to empha-
gize the rules of the Church. However, these towns, in their
reply to the archbishop, claimed that violations of the type
mentioned in his letter were not in existence in their midst.

But as the majority of the towns, nearly the entire no-
bility, and many of the most powerful magnates became favor-
able to the Reformation, the persecution of Protestantism
began to subside. Many of the priests themselves joined the
Reformation with their entire flocks. Several bishops as
Kechery of Veszpr:(m, Thurzo of Nitra, and Andrew Dudith, who
had attended the Council of Trent, openly became Prot.estant.59
In other instances the congregations waited until the death
of their Catholic priest and then called a Lutheran successor.
And although Ferdinand I was raised as a strict Catholic, at
times it appears that he, too, favored the Protestants, for
he permitted the election of a patron of the Reformation,
Thomas Nédaﬂdy, as palatine of Hungary.

Around 1530 the demand for Lutheran preachers and Slo-
vak theological students was so great that, because of a
lack of sufficient students at Wittenberg, the churchés in
Slovakia turned for aid to Silesia, Moravia and elsewhere.50

In 1530 important work for the Protestant cause was
carried out in the Slovak counties of Orava and Trend{n by
Nicholas Kostka, wealthy landowner, captain of Orava and

proprietor of castles Rajec, Lietava, and others. His fore-

59. ¥611nt°°k and strﬂng, 22_0__01_t.0| Vol. VIII., P. 993.

60. Ceskoslovenskg Vlastiveda, Vol. IV., p. 354.
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fathers hzd been Hussites. At first his allegiance was to
Zapolya but soon he joined the ranks of Ferdinand. The bas-
tion of his Lietava castle still bears the words, "The Word
of the Lord endureth forever", engraved at his command. Be-
cause of his stand against the Catholic hierarchy, he was
called "depopulator et tyrannus'cleri" of Orava and Spié.sl

On September 30, 1531, the king himself sent an order
from Spires that both ministers in Koéice, the German pes=-
tor as well a.s- Mate] Biro Devaj, be punished for their anti-
Roman preaching. He threatened with loss of life and pro-
perty those who would grant them protection.

Matej Biré Devaj (Divinsky) \;raa one of the earliest
outstanding sowers of Lutheran doctrine in Slovakia. He is
often given the title of "Lutherus Ungaa.z::‘u:us",62 the Luther
of Hungary. But actually he is not worthy of the name, for
later he taught Calvinism. He bears the name Divinskﬁ be-
cause he came from a town of that name situated in either
the county of Hunyad or Novohrad. In 1523 and 1524, at the
age of about twenty-three, we find him registered as a stu-
dent of theology at the University of Cracow. Shortly
thereafter he became a Catholic monk and was an outstanding
Roman priest.

He began to take interest in the work of Luther, and
in 1529 we find him sitting at the feet of the reformers in
vwittenberg. Returning to his native land, he fought for

the cause of the Reformation. He began his reformatory work

61. Kvacala OBO cit. Pe 52.
62. Lars D. Quaiben, History of the Christian Church.




