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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The Furpose of This Study

The purpose of the thesis is to determine-~through & stu-
- dy of the religious attitudes of & first-year cless at Concore
dis Zeminary--the concept of Christien feith most generally
held by the members of that class,

In outlining the problem, the following two questions on
the nature of Christian faith present themselves: i) Is the
concept of Christien falth equated wilth intellectual knowledsge,
the nature of which is famllierity wlth, =nd assent to, what
sre considered to be Christian historical factst Or, 2) Is
the concept of Christien falth one by which the bellever appro-
hends "Life", the nature of which is thet maen's entire being
is celled into action through God's zctugl and personal gebtiv-
ity in him?

This study attempts to reveal which of the two congepts
of the nature of Chriatign faith, indicated in the foregoing

two questions, is more prevalent smong the members of the

Mirst=Year (less of 1949-1950 gt Conecordla Seminary.
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The Besring of Past Studies Upon the Present Study

In ecomparizon with she extonsive testing programs being
carrled out in the fields of intelligence, aptiﬁude and vooa=
tion, personslity, and interest, relatively 1little has bLeen
done in the field of megsuring religious attitudes, Barnes
(1893) and Leubs (1916) pioneered by conducting studies of pe=
ligious ettitudes based on meterial obtained from compositions
written sbout religions In his study, Leubs reported that 32
per cent of the men and 17 per cent of the women students who
erticipated believed that the exisitence or non-existence of
2od would meke no differsence in thelr lives.t lindge (1923}
reported thet of 170 college undergradustes questioned, 139
reecalled a distinetly "visusl snd senthropomorphic imege of
God in late childhood,"® Inm 1927, Shuttleworth investigated
the effect of early religious training in the home on college
sophomore men by means of a self-rating test,® Kupky (1928)
exemined the religious ideas of the sdolescent by having fif-
feen~ gnd sixteen~-yeer-old girls write themes on the subjsei,

#hat Arouses my Reverence.® it Norbhwestern University, Betts

1En B, Hurlock, Child Development (New York: MeCGraw-iilld
znd Company, inc., 1942}, p. 343,

2Ibides Po 947
SIbid,, p. 362,
41pid,




(1929) published e study indicating that 75 per cent of a group
of nearly 2,000 students were church members, snd, of thisg
group, 33 per cent sbtitended church regularly,s To test the
religicus beliefs of college freshmen at Ripon €ollege, Dudy-
chas (1930a) gsve all the incoming freshmen a printed sheet with
25 religious propositions to check, in which he attempted to
find the percentages of stud@nts who cleimed a belief in such
doetrines as: "Divinity of Jesus Christ," "Forgiveness of sin,"
"Genulneness of Christ's miracles,"” %A day of final judgment,®

“Immortelity," "Existence of the devil," and "World was cres-

in six solar dayso“o In their study of freshmen and sen=-

2

te

)
5

ors ab Syracuse, 4atz and Allport (1931l) reported that only
24 per cent of the freshmen and 14,7 per cent of the seniors
believed in a personsl creator.7 fecording to Nelson's (1940)
findings, students from denominational colleges were more re-
ligious then those from stste universities; girls were more
religious than boys; and freshmen took ¢ more favoreble atti-
tude toward Sunday observance end church atiendance tharn did

the scniors of the group?

S1bid,
S1bid.
710id.

81bid.




From smong othera who have conducted studies that have
e bearing on religious attitudes--namely, :erguson,g Carlsaon
{(a study of general attitudes of undergraduate‘students),lo
Sappenfield (wﬁose study wasg divided among Catholle, Protest-

11 and ;';llport,l2 we 8hall have

ent, snd Jewish students;,
occasion later on in this paper to cite the work of two:

Ferguson, when we discuss the findingsof Levin's Social. Atti-

tude Scale, which was administered to the First-Year Claas

currently under sbtudy; Levin's scale is based upon Ferguson's
own scalesa, identified as I, Humaniterienism, II, Religionism,
ELEN Nationa113m315 and Allport, when we employ scme of the

pertinent findings from the “religious® section in his 4 Study

of Velues. Ross summerlzes two recently published religlous

9Leonsrd W, Ferguson; "socic-paychological correlates of
the primsry abtbtitude sceles: I, Religionlsmj II, Humanitar-
isnism," Journal of Socisl Psychology, XIX (1944), 81~98,

105, B, Carlson, "Attitudes of undergreduste students,”
Journel of Soeial Paychology, V (1954), 202-213.

118, R. Ssppenfield, “"Attitudes end attitude estimstes of
Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish students," Journal of Soslal
Payehology, XVI (1942), 173-197.

120, w, Allport and P, E, Vernon, "A Study of Values,”
published by The Psychologlcal Corporation, 522 Fifth ivenue,
Ngw York 18, New York. Described in 1949 Catelog of the Test

Division, p. 4<.

3pawin D, Levin, "Social Attitude 3cale,” constructed
by Levin for use in a thesis for the Department of Paychology,
University of Illinols, 1950, A copy of this attitude scele
is given in Chapter IV of thia present study.




attitude surveys that have enjoyed considerable press public-
ity~-a phenomenon which is probably not unrelasted tc the gen-
eral increassed interest Americens seem to have shown of late
in 1.~:.=,Zl.1g:“-.on»]‘[‘b

Employing deta obtained in personsl interviews by Csllup-
poll methods with "a cross section of Americans from coast-to-

coast," the Ladies Home Journsl in September., 1948, published

e study desipned "to assess the intensity of religious feith
in the United States and the degree to which it governs the
ethics snd behavior of the American people." Ninety-five per
cent of the respondents ssld they believed in God; two per
cent steted they were agnosties; two per cent laid clsim to
atheism; and one per cent declined to reply., Classifying the
replies to the question “rlease tell me in your own words what
vou believe shout God," the report states:

£t first glence the responses reveal little more than

e feeling for what theologians call the "otherness” of
God, Yet certelin chennels of thought become apparent
upon enalysis of g1l the rebturns. The American concept
of God appears to fall into four main patterns of defin-
ition. To 29 per cent of the people, God suggests
"Supreme Power";.26 per cent think of CGod in some kind
of supervisory capacity, i. €., "He cares for us, answers
our preyers'; 17 per cent think of God primerily as
"Cpeator"; end to 7 per cent He is vaguely "spirit,"

. o » The notable point in this tebulation is that only
one quarter of the people--26 per cent--immediately think
of God in intimste relation to their own lives, The re-
meinder employ concepts that might simply define the im-

l4yrray G, Ross, Religious Beliefs of Youth (New York:
Associstion Press, 1950), p. 166,
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personal absolute of exlremes unorthodoxy--the abstrzct
Inbellect that designed the atom and amnigisters the
laws of gravitetion snd guantum physics.

The second study cited by Ross 1s a survey of the opinions
of youth of eighbeen to twenty~five yezrs made by Fortune
Incorporated and published in the December, 1949, issue cf
thelr megezine, 7Two ibems msy be compared:

The Forbtune survey asked: "Do you think there iz a God
who rewerds and punishes after deatht" seventy-four
per cent of the respoundents sald, "Yes,” 16 per cent,
"ﬁog“ and 10 per cent had no opinion. . ¢« o & second
estion on church sbitendance asked; "Do you go to
wreh (and if 'yes’)y about how often do you go as &
al Hing“" O0f the respondents, 83.8 per cent sald
hey went t0 church, end 15,8 per cent sa id they never
ended church « » o » egarding regularity of atten-
ce of the youth « ¢« « 99,6 per cent went "weekly or
more often," 22.1 per cent went "two or three times e
month," 10,0 per cent "monthly,” and 15.2 per cent
t "less ofben then monthly,"-

Ross himself has just published (1960) his Religious

8ellefs of Youth (the volume from which the foregoing thres

references in the present atudy were taken). Working under

a grant from the Hationel Council of Y. M. C. A.'S, Ross and
a corps of treined essistants secured the facts from a true
sempling of young people by intervliew snd questionnalire, Sta-
tisticelly, bthe methods gnd findings are fully validated, s
its specific ohjectives, the study endeavored: 1) to determine

the religlous “position® of young people in the Y, M. Ce f.

187vid.
181p14,




(e 8¢5 their belliefs about "such historic religious (mainly

Christian) idezs as the supernatural power of Cod, revelation,

reincernation, preayer as a means of commnicetion with Ged,
the Bible as the revealed word of God"); 2) to determine the

"meaningfulness™ of the religlous position (i, e,, to ascer-
tein “the degree to which any given relligious position placed
compulsion on the individual to &ct in certain ways and the
degree to which it added zest, purpose, and 'feeling for others!
te 1ife): 3) to discover Uhe relationship bebween "religious
position” and "position” on characteristic social problems of
our dey (the hypothesis being "that religious people would be
mopre sensitive to the needs of others and should therefors be
more willing Lo accept recial equulity, provide for the needy,
etc,”); and 4) to discover if youth heve "felt needs" that
impinge on the peligious field and, if so, what these are snd
how one may deal effectively with them,+7

some of the major conclusions of LRoss! study were bheae:la
1) Among the nearly 2,000 Protestants, Castholics, Jews, and
others aged 18 to 29, sven of those who believe in God,; 75
per cent have numercus religious doubts and uncertainties,
2) The study would Indicate thalt, ror most youth, religiomn is

not a compelling, directlng force in 1ife; more than 80 per

17701845 Ps Bs

187hese major conclusions were treated in a magszine sum-
mery of Ross! book, Cf. "Uncertain Youth," Iime, IV (Hay 8B,
1950), 43,

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
COHCORDIA SEMINARY
ST, LOWIS, O,
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cent of the re:spondentsa could properly be caslled "bellevers

in God," but their "belief” was merely "a passive accanbence

iy

of a fact pr

2

sumably eatablished in our culture,” 3) The
percentage of those abttending church was 47,8 per cent; more
than e gquurter (27,4 per cent) went infreguently, if ab sll.
4) Less than half (42.5 per cent) prayed daily, and 30,3 per
cent prayed infrequently or not at all. 5} More than three
guarters (79,6 per cent) sald that they believed the Bible to
be "the revesled word of Godjs" 77,1 per cent of the same peo-
ple had not reed the Bible st all, or read it only "once o
twice." Protestents read the Bible more often then Roman Jeth-
clies, smong the respondents who had aot read the Bible st
81l during a six-month period, Protestants numbered 31,2 per
cenb; Jews, 56,1 per cent; and Catholics, 61.9 per cent,

The studies eited in the foregoing paragraphs seem Lo
point up this conclusion: generally speaking, there is s wide
zap between the deep-rooted impact that meny indlvidusls and
organized groups (the church especially) would like to see
religlon making, and the superflcilal or negliglble effest it
ig evidently impressing in the majority of young peopls, ihis
mey indicete that a gap might possibly be found betwesn prolige
ious profession and ectual religious impression also in the
Seminsry class treated in this present study. In view of the
highly concentrated religious bzckground of theological stu-

dents, however, it may well be expected that the gep between




beliel and 1ife will prove to be muech uerrowsr, The exig-
tence, or non-existence, of such a‘compartmentalized type of
religlious thinking in the Flrst-Yesr Seminary students should
become more evident in the course of this paper, The 3pe-

o

cific and immedligte need is now bto define our problem.
The Definition of the Froblem

Since this sbudy endeavors to ascertain the concept of
Christian faith most generally held by members of the Pirste

L' e f . e,
Year Class, 1

ot

is necessary that sn accurate definition of
Christlan feith be employed for use as & criterion,

in the religious sttitude tests referred toc sbove, the

ot

typical definltions (stabted or understood) of "religious®
renge in effect from "ethical” (Nelson), to "intellectusl
sssent to purported facts" (Dudycha) to "either immsnent or
trenscendent nmysticism™ (Lllport). In this study, however,
our concern is not for a definition of the genersl term; “ve-
ligious,” obut rether for the more specific term; "Christian
faithe"

The definitionamEChristian falth employed in this paper
is: the apprehending of "Life" from God that shows itself al-
mulbanecously in two wsys: 1) the dependsnce of the Christian
mgn uporn Cod, and 2) the love of that Chrlstlan man Gtoward

his fellowmen, as it evidences itself in g desire for service

to them,
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Y0 establish the validity of this definition, our next
step must be to support it through the definitive material on
fnlth, as found in 3cripbture and in Lutheran confessional
writings,

Ae Faith as the Apprehending of Life from God: Seripture des-

————

cribes man &s being in elther one of two opnosite states, The
first stobte~-and the one in which man dwells by nature=-
ierlpture ealls "Spiritual Death, " The other state--"une
natueel® in that it 1s neither congenitsl nor acquired by man's

own Initintivewwls designated as "Spirituel Life."zo And 1%

L9upn, 2:3 describes all men as being "by nature the chil-
dren of wrath." 2:5 further denotes this state as indicating
"we were deed in sins," Cf, also Chapter 1 and 5 of Romans
and Col, 2:13. The first Scripturel reference to the state
of death s being esaentially spiritusl and not physicsel ia
the warning in Cen. 2:17: "But of the tree of the knowledge
of pood snd evil, thou shelt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou epbest thereof thou shult surely die." On this passage
lLeupold in his Exposition of Genesis {(Columbus: The Wartburg
Ppess, C.1042), D. 128, comments: "ihis at once raises the
guestion, 'Why was this penslty not cerried out as thrsatenedi!
e enswer: 'It wasg i1f the Biblicel concept of dyling is kept
in mind, as it unfolds itself ever more clearly from age to
age.! Dying is separation from ¢od, Thet separgtion ococureld
the very moment when man by his disobedlience broke the bond of
love, Lf physical death ultimately closes tho experlance,
thet is nobt the most serious aspect of the whols sffair, 7The
more serious 12 the inner spiritual separstion, Oehler o « o
rightly meointeins: 'For a fact, after the comuission of sin
men ot once shenped upon the road of death,!

20pph, 2:5: "And you hath He quickened [made slive], who
were dead » o o o7 I Jn, 3:14: "We know we have passed {rom
death unto 11fe ¢ o » «" Ofe also Jn, 10:10; Rom, 5:13, 21;
I dn, 5312,



e

i

is ¢only bthrough falth in Christ es Savior

<

nat msn may pasgs
from the natural state of .piritusel Death to the state of
Spiritual Life.?t To the Holy Spirit is attributed the fune-
tion of instilling that faith into the heart of man,22
However, basic for conceiving Christiesn faith as imbulng
man with Spiritual Life is Scripturet!s emphesis that faith
is not an insnimats gift from Gody; devoid of a real pertesiing
of BHis Qwn Peraon, as, for exmsmple, when a father gives a
lifeless object 1ike a toy to his child, Rether, the gift of
fsith denotes the actual entering into man of Cod's 3Spirit,
1, €., Uis Own Life,®d Thus the believer has been transformed
from Life-lessness (or Death) to Life, "Through faith in
Chriszt, the believer Dbecomes a new creature, Eph. 4,243 Col,
3,10; 11 Cor. 4,163 5,17; who consents to God's will, Hom, %,

-
3

22, and lives wholly unto God, in the newness of the spirit-

g 3 L6
wel 1ife into which he has entered, Rom. 6, J.---:L].t."“‘4 And it

“lyn, %:368: "He that believeth on the Son hath everlaste
ing life: znd he that believeth not Son, shsll not see life,”
Gf, also Jn, 3:163 51243 10:10; 14:8; rets 3:18; Rom, 5:17,
18; 6:233 Bife -

225n, 53303 ", o o the Holy Spirit of God, wheraby ye ars

sesled unto the day of redemption,” Jn, 3:8: ", ,  fxeept a
man De bovn of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter inte
the kingdom of Gode" Gf, also Jn. 6:63; Rom. 8:9.

2fom, B19: "But ye ave not in the flesh, but in the Spir-
it, if 30 be that the Spirit of God dwell in you." Cfs 8lso
I Core 6119 ("your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost®) end
Gals 436,

23‘. 7, Hueller, Christian Jogmatics (5t. Louls: Concordie

Publishing House, 1934}, p. 387,

S——
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is this Life from God that the Christian apprehends, lays hold

ofy An faiths

B, [Falth shows Itself in Dependence Upon God gnd in Love To-

ward Fellowmen: There are two chief evidences of feith, The
firat is thet faith shows itself in the Christian as dspendence
upon Gods The expression, "to believe in or on,” &s used, 6.8,

in John 3:183 18:38; Gal, 2:16, can mean little else then to

—

"depend upon," "place one's trust or confidence in,” what Cod
hags done for men through Christ, For Scripture portrays fsith
not as o generel belief in the exlstence of Cod or in His Law,
Faul describes the heathen as holding such belief, Rom, 1:19,
=0, Leither can Christien fgith be cherscterized as distinc
tive bhecause of mere assent to the geansral truths of the CGos-
nel, 0., Christ lived and died; for the New Teztament writers
pasert thet a "faith' 1like thabt 1s possessed elso by devils,
Tuke 4:34; Jemes 2:19, and unbellevers, John 8:43, 45. Hor is
feith o kxnowledge of, and essent to, the teachings of ISerip-
ture 1n generzl, since the biblical ewphesis is rsther that
men is justified before God only through his trust in the itone-
ment of Christ, Rom, 3:24,

The second c¢hlef evidence of faith, and which exlats si-
mulbeneously with the factor of dependence upon God, is love

towerd fellowmen, 1.z., active concern and regard for their
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welfare, Thus love epitomizes the Christian life of good

worizs and service done for others. It is produced by, =nd
]

18 ilnextricable from, falth; Lfor "faith worketh by love,"

elis 5:6. The apology bto the Augsburg Confession addresses

thils thought with: "3Sinee this felth is 2 new 1ife, it necess-

a

erlly produces new movements end works. . « « .nd &5 2 good

tree should briug forth good frult, =nd yet that fruit does
btree good, 80 good works mush follow the new
fhe Formula of Congord edds: "Frults of the Ipirit,
owever, are the works which the Ipirit of God, who dwells in
eliover:, works through the regensrate and which are done by
bellevers in so fox as they are regenerats,™®!

Jpeaking of ILuther'!s view on hand-in-hand relation be-
tween falth snd love, Watson eonecludes:

Iuther's view may be summarized, and its esssntial sig-
nificence expressed, in the following way. The "true
and substantisl presence of Christ, or of the 3pirit,
in the believer's heart, means ncothing else but the
presence of thelt Pivine love which 1s of the very "sub-

stsnee" of God, That is why, as Luther never tires of

20J08eph He Theyer, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament (Hew York: Harpsr pnd BSrobhers; L057), P. ofe under
agapao end agape. Cfe Ure 53 dne 13; Rom, 123 13; I Cor. 133
James 2; I Jun. 235 S,

26pni14p Melsnchthon, "The ‘pology of the Augsburg Sone
fession: Article (11," Iriglot Concordia, edited by P, Bente

and %, Hy, T. Dau (8t, Louis: Concordia ‘ublishing House, 1921;,
Pe 1891,

27 Johann ~ndreage, "ihe Epitome of the Formula of Conccpd:
rrticle VI,® Triglot Concordla, pe 807,
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asserting, faith, llke its Creator and Lord, "is not
idle," but caggelassly engaged in the lsbour and dere
vice of love,

Hueller, in describing the spontaneity of love that is

inseperable from genuine Christian feith, comments:

s

fication, viewed concretely, 13 never an idle

r quallty, but a continued sct, or a ceaseloss

2Yy since the Boly Spirit is elweys operative in

ievcr, Titus 2,11} Gal, 5, 22~24, Of falth,

1s the direct causative principle of sanetifi-

r, Luther flbhtly 8ayss 'Oh, lu is a living, busy,

G, powerf{ul thing that we have in faith, so that

3 lmpossible for iu 1ot to de gocd unces sing;y

TZIr 108 curs]! Tor does it ask whebler £OOd WODLES ore

to be done; but before the question is ssked, it hes

vrpought them snd 1s always engaged in doing them.

« ¢« o Falth is a 1living; bold trust in CGod's grece, 80

certein thet & man would die s thousend times for 1t.

« ¢ o« +«nd on account of th-s, man bccomes ready and
erful, without coerclon, Lo do good to every ouns,

Lo du??b every one [lte lics ouré], and to suffer everye

thning for love end pralse to God, who lhss conferred

this greca on him so that 1t is iwpossible to separ-

cte works from faith [Ltelles ours), yes, just as im- |

possible &8 1T 18 Tor heat and light to be separated

from fire." (¥orm, of Concord, Thor. Decl,, Art, 1V,
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Thus through references from scripture snd Luthersn con-

D

fessionzl writings, the writer has attempted to establish the

<

(=4

slidity of the eriterion-definition for Christian faith as
it is defined for use in this study: namely, Christian faith

|—;

the apprehending of Life from God that shows 1tself simule

I

taneously in two ways: 1) the dependence of the Christian

28philip s. watson, Let God Be God! An Inberprebabtion
of the iheology of Hartin Luther (thf_del—ﬁla: Huhlenberg
Tress, 1048), ps 172,

29ueller, Ope cites Po 25
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CHAPTER II
DESCRIPTION OF THE EXPERIMENTAL GROUP

Before undertaking a presentation of the religious atti-
tude findings (ss drawn from: a) subjective essays written by
members of the Flrst-year Class, and D) sn objective-tipe so-
ciasl attitudes scele adminlistered to the same class); a brief
description of the experimental group needs to be given.

Lt the opening of the fall semester in September, 1949,
the enrollment (all male) of the First-year Clgss numbered
163, representing 26 stetes and 3 foreign countries,t The
everage age of the men was 20,6 years,

The number of children in the families from which the men

ceme averaged 4,3 in a fange of 1 to 13, A significani relig-

1411 stetistical information pertaining to the First-year
class was obtalned through the courtesy of the Dean's QOffice
at Concordia Seminary, The geograephical distribution of the
home stetes of the class members is as follows (name of state
and number of members who live there)s: Wisconsin, 16; Illi-
nois, 163 Hebraska, 15; Hissouri, 12; lichigan, 11; Kansas,
11; Hinnesote, 113 New York, 113 Celifornia, 9; Indisna, 6;
Iows, 6; Texas, 5; Colorsdo, 43 ‘ennsylvania, 4; Ohio, 3;
Merylend, 2§ New Jersey, 2; iorth Dakota, 2; Connecticut, 1j
Ideho, 1; Massachusetts, 1; Oklashoma, 13 sSouth Dakote, 1j
Virginia, 1; West Virginia, 1. Other countries: Caneda, 3;

Frence, 13 Mexico, 1.
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ious keynote is sounded in the fsct that 52 of the men, or
nesrly 1/3 of the olass, are sons of ministers; the fathers
of 4 of the men are perochisl schocl teachers,

Only one member of the class hed not received any of his
previous training in a Lutheran (Missouri Synod) preparatory
sohool, Eleven of the men had served for more or less short

ke
P 5

sedod

o

(vr]

in the United States Milltary.

in overview of informailon obtained through the testing
orogran that the Seminary administers to matriculsting stu-
dents is given in Table I, The test results clted give some
indication of the standing of the First-year Class, as compar-
ed with the nationsl averege, in such areas as: quantitative
end linguistic abllitiee, personality and soeiasl adjustment,
values, and vocationsl preference, The "values" area (All-
nort, especislly in the "rellgious"™ section) hes bearing upon
the problem of the thesis and will receive elsboration in
Chepter 111,

2 short explanation of each of the tests is in order,

"he first teat referred to in Teble I is the :imerican (ouncil

on Rducstion, Psyehologicel Examination, This is a test of

two sbilities: s&) in matters quantitative and numerical in
nature, and b) in matters linguistic or verbal in nature,
Helpful in understanding ebilities and how they relate to the
work one does, the 4.0.E. has a reliability range from 94 %o

970 -
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The second test i1s the Allport - 4 Study of Values, meas-

uring the following areas: 1) theoretical (intereszt in ressarohj,
2) economic, 3) sesthetic, 4) social, 5) politicsl (desire for
personal power), 6) religious, With a reliability of .72,

this test endeavors to point up the dominant or idesl interesta
of personality.

The California Test of Personality, the third test in the

table, measures two phases of perscnslity: a) personsl adjust-

ment and b) social adjustment., The aress tested under euch

e e
L&

A, Self-gdjustment
1) Self-reliance 4) Feeling of belonging
2) Sense of persongl worth S) Withdrawing tendencies
3) sense of personsl freedom 6) Nervous symptoms

B, Sociel . djustment

1) Social stendards 4) Pamily relations
2) Soclal skills 5) Occupational relations
3) inti-socisl tendencies 6) Community relations

The Kuder Preference Record meassures interests (nob

necessarily sptitudes, although eptitudes mey be strong where
interest 1s high and vice versa)., It is predicsted upon the
obvious propesition that to do s job well a person should have,
or develop, interests which a specific job requires, The uine
areas of interest treated by Kuder are: 1) mechanlcal, &) com=
putational, 3) scientific, 4) persussive, 5) artistic, ) 1it-
erary, 7) musical, 8) soclal service, 9) clerical, The reli=-
sbility range 1s from .84 to .98,

The last test is the Bell-Adjustment Inventory. It 18

L]
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TABLE I

A COMPARISON OF FIRST-YEMR CLASS PSYCHOLUGICAL 4ND

INTEREST SCORES WITH N.TIONAL NORMS

TEST RT'L, NORM P=Y. Q.
.'.! Q C ° :la 3
Quantitstive (F-¥, C. score given 30th
as percentile of ten-
Linguistic tatlive N6'1l, Norm,) 83rd
aliport
Theoretical 30,83 256,35
“eonomic 9,02 26,54
“athetic 27,04 25,30
Soclal 29,74 28,60
POJ.itiCﬁl 52308 27055
Religious 27.96 47 . 50
Celifornia
Self-/djustment 67 69,9
Social Adjustment 63-64 63,7
Total Adjustment 129-131 130
Kuder
Mechanical 78,61 635,53
Computational 355426 26,83
Secientific 64,03 56,38
Fersuasive 74,37 70,52
Artlstic 46,12 44,04
Literary 47,77 57,13
Musical 16.60 25,46
Social Service T3.71 88,385
Clerical S2e14 49,99
Bell Well Poorly F=Ys G
Home 4,65 10,27 634
Health 5,40 11,53 4,48
SOCial 8.40 16.80 9-91
Tmotional 8,28 15,78 8,38

T Te—
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& measure of adjustment in four arees: a) home adjustment,

b) health adjusbment, c) soclal adjustment, d) emotionsl ade-
justment, e) total adjust:—nen"c; and it alds in pointing out
objectively the areas into which personal problems fall =nd
how these problems bear upon the work that the testee attempts

to do,



CHAPTER IIX

RELIGICUS ATTITUDE FINDIKGS AS DRAYE FROM SUBJECTIVE
E354Y5 CONTRIBUTED BY THR MEMBERS

OF THE FIRST-YEAR CL..SS8
Wy I Jant to Preach"

The Iirat essay under consideratlon, on the topiec:

"Wny 1L Went to Preach", was the initial essignment given Ho
the Mirst-year men in thelr Homlletiecs (Study of Preaching)
course,

A perussl of Chose pazpers revesls sn overview total of
15 reesons, given by the men as causes for wenting to enter
the ministry. Table II lists the various reasons, togsthar
with the number of men giving each particuler reason, and a
percentege-ratio of that number to the totel number of members
in the class.

The imuediste purpose of this study now is tc quote pere
tinent excerpts, taken from the essays on "why I Went to Preach"
-=-grcerpts which have been selected because, in the opinion of
the writer, they are typlcal illustrations of the various rea-

sons given by the men,

Fresch God's wWord snd spread the Cospel was the specifice
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T4BLE II

REASONS GIVEN BY FIRST-YE.R MEN IN LN3WER 70

REASON GIVER

"Preach God's Word and spread
the CGospel™
“The influence of family envi-
ronment”

"Desire to commsnd attention
a3 g Speaker and leader"

"Desirs to serve others™

‘Quelified for the ministry"

y the Holy Ghost to

"Looking for incresse in faith
end answer to spirituel con-
flicts end questions®

"¢ recelve personal happiness”

"Seminery treining is & neces-
gsary stepping-stone for
teaching at a preperstory
sghocl”

"Jer experiences a mejor cause
behind decision to enter
the sSeminary"

"jinistry has honor attached”

"pesire to remain with prep
school friends”

MHinistry an outlet for lit-

ergry ambiltions"

"Reform negative atbitudes
and life in the Church"

"#oonomic pressure’

14

“Impending Judgment Lay

E35:Y TOPIC: "WHY I WANT TO PREACH"

NUMBER OF
RESPONDENTS

120

(92}

>

G &

T

PERCERT GH
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ally stated reason that appesred most frequently in the pzpers,

it wrs stated by 120 of the men, or 75 per cent of the clasa,

In the words of one of the men:

From

»

The primsry purpose for wanting to preach Cod's Word is
the spregd of Hls gospel and the enlargement of His king-
dom here on esrth, That is, in my estimation, the most
mportent reason why I want to preach. , « ¢« We, as mine
ters 2 gospel, must preach Cod's Word with Fower
order to give this heavenly manna to the many lmngry

anothier of the class members:

Fresching elways meant to me to bring the dord of Geod,
lils holy Law and hls saviang Cospel to menkind, I Gake
1t therefore for greanted thet with "to preach" in th
question sgbove 1s meant "to spread the wWord of God."

ter 211, among the multitude of mean:z through which
nortal souls can be won, presching is to be considered
e moat outstending. :

The next most~recurrent reason for deciding to take up

ministry was the influence of famlly senvironment, Forty-

, ¢f the men, or 27 ner cent, specifled the role of btheir

miliez as a prominent factor in their deeciszion to preach,

rumber of the c¢lass members briefly described the "minister-

Jeia
[+

femily trees" from which they csme,; €. g.:

My nexbt two.reasons [after the desire to preach the
Gospel] ere hereditary and sconomic reasons., By heredl-
tary 1 mean that both of my grandfatlices were pastors,

at least sizx of my uncles were pastors, a2 cousin snd my
older brother sre pastors, and I have four cousins study-
ing for the ministry. 4&lso my father, several of my
aunts and cousins, and two of my slsters were or are
iutheran day school teachers. Thus it was a natural
thing thet 1 should wsnt to study for some work in the

church.

Several of the men spoke of definite family pressure in urging

them to study for the ministry. the following is a typlical
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expression:

Perheps the chlef motivation 18 the influecnce of fam-
*Ty and friends. It is ex ipected of me by mother and
friends to become a preacher, and they 21l are Wulting
to hesr my first sermon at home. ithis sunmer 1 cften
wondéred 1f i could ever get up in frou, ol that congro-
pation and preach, I didun't see how I ever could, ft
wes then thet I determined I could do nore than make &
Ylep of 1T and thus to see if I could reslly master my
f*:rhf dany frienda and relatives would feel that I was

- quitter 1f I dlscontinued after going es far as I have,
aax I doun't we du Lﬂﬂ% to think this,

of the writers, however, did not view family influence

mplessant, One spoke of 1t in this manner:

wo of my brothers and s slster became teachers in our
‘cﬁofﬂaql schools, It seems that ss long as I can remem-
ber I have heard everyone tell me, " » Jou sre going
to be = preacher.,® I suppose most young people would
b ject to 1his, but I did not, My father i1s also g mine
ster, and I admlire him gnd his 2bility very much,

several men in this group speeified a2 combined influence of

family and preparatory school, as in the following:

dy position in 1ife is more or less a matter of ful-
Ling my dutlies to my fether and his forefsthers,
the strict sense of the word, I was not told thatbt I
1m9t be g prescher or should become 2 minister, iy
father, grendfather, great-grandfather, great unclas,
uncle, and brother are or were minlsters, With this
gonfronting me, I feel as if it were my duty to bLescome
g minister, Terhaps 1t may be that God has callad our
family to do His wsork, ir this were possible here on
egrth, snother point to be taken Iinto consideration
i3 the fapet that I had no gholce of high school 5o
attend [italics ours]. =y fabher, being thoroushly
disgusted with the public sehool in town; vowed bto the
superintendent thet no one in our ' family would sbtend
bhis school. oince one of our "prep"” schools was only
ten mileas away &t that time, T had no albternative than
thet of asttending it. I can't say I disliked the insti-
tution because of being placed into it, for I did re=
ceive a treining which is basic to everyone, I remaine
ed there efter high school because of the Christisn en-
vironment which prevalled; and the minlstry seemed &0
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be my life-time ocoupation,
in some cases family influence was in opposition to a atrong
deslre on the parﬁ of the atudent not to preach, The inner
conflict This Gense sltuatlion can produce is shown in this

L don't want Uo preacti, Ubther worldly ambitions seem

to appesl to me more., liaybe 1t is that I haven't hed

the resl meaning of it yet, but 3 1t is, I don't want

- -~ g ®
O DP8ECO.

Perhaps you will ask why, theny; I am still continuing
in the preparation of this work? Well, there are oute
side forces, grester than my own worldly desires, which
force me on, First of all, I was c<nt Lo prepsratory
school agalinst my will, which I did nrot openly revesl
becruse 1t wes impodsible for me {¢o disappoint my nere
ents, 1 thought then that I would learn tc like i,
thus not disappointing my parents, ®well, I haven't
learned yet.

Secondly, it would be very difficult to go home and face
friends end relastions because they have believed 80 strong-
1y in me to be & success, In other words, my pride would
be gone, and I would feel absolutely defeated in their

a :Lf:llt »

fhe third most frequently mentioned reeson for wanbting

to be a preacher comes under the heading, dealre Lo commend

sttention as g spegker gnd leader. Thirty-cne, or 20 per cenl,
spoke of it, One man in particular regarded his desire for
atbtention as being o highly possible deterrent for sny genuine

spirituelity in hia ministry:

The following 1s not a confession, but something which
has demgnded unvelling for my own beneflt, 1t nsedsz %o
be known because I definitely need assistance in flnd-
ing proper meaus to combat end overcome an ever lnoreas-
ing dilemma, The reason can be stated in a very feow
words., It has been my desire to preach simply in order
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to gain the ovation of my eudicnce, 3econdary, of
coursc, was @ proclamation of Christ ss the 3aviopr of
mankind « ¢ «

s o o L knew deep down why I desired %o enter the Sem~
inery, But on the other hand stood the conflicting
knowledge of God's Word, i, €., His blessings could
never follow one such as 1 desired to be. o o

50 long as I continue to fesl that out of the @ainlsiry
I will make and bulld a roadway to self-esteem, I will
not preach, though the desire i3 there gnd is compell-
ing me towsrd hypocrisy.

Uthers, compelled Dy the same desire, did not rvegerd 1%t with
the suame morbldity. For them it was more & csse of whaet
‘should be minor, but I feer is major, is my desire to have
men come to hesr me and listen to what I have to say.,” 2nd
that a number of men felt they reslly did have something to
say finds underscoring in these words:

Lt times 1 desire to stand in some pulpit or on & sosp
box gnd commend the sttentions of men, « o » During
those times o ¢ o », I heve found that my mobives were
primarily egocentric . « « o %When hearing the Word of
God, I tend to regsrd it &8 coming from iilm and not

from the prescher or redio spezker, Although, even here
I oftea find myself saying, s you can do better
than that!”" ind it is this very feeling, namely, that

I think I will be sble to preach better than some, whieh
parbielly accounts for my being in this course,

fourth in frequency of mention was the desire Lo sorve
others, Thirty of the men, or 20 per cent, stated this as a
motivation for entering ministerlel training, We shall guote

two snokemen from that group. The first:

I enjoy doing things for other people, Probably there
are sclfish motives involved in thisj; neverthelesa, I
do receive a great deal of satisfection from 18, I
believe there is no possible way in which one can De
more helpful to people than in assisting them in learm-
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ing thelr wey of salvabion,

The second spesker sees in the ministry en opporbtunity %o be

o

a frie

»

nd, as well a3 a prescher, although this class menber glso

fears his glitruism may be egoceatrically motivated:

Though my lasck of abllity has often been a sbtumbling
block to me, I feel that I, just as well asanyone olse,
can tell these unchurched people that they are wrong

and show them how to emend thelr sinful lives and glso
encourage those who need guidance and counsel from a sin-
cere friend. I also fiund that llstening to other people’s
troubles tends to msgke me forget some of my own., Ini=
couraging other to get toc know God's love seems to 4¢

me just es mach good as it does them,

Tooy people tend to worry sbout the trivial, insignifl-
ant things in 1life, which in my estimatlon is & complete

woste of sympathy, The time spent worrying should be

spent concentrsting on the w:lfarc of thelr souls gnd

the zouls of the men about thems I went to tell them

about Cthatl

Twenty of the First-year men felt that their own parsonsl

qualificatione for performing the tasks of the ministry played

a major role in meking them declde upon the calling, Some of

the stebements advenced by these 13 per cent who descrile thems

selves as gqualified for the minlstry are exemplified by two

excerptsa:

Anda

That at the present I feel that 1 have the talents Lo be-
come & good prescher is also urdenisble, for 1f I were
not in some weay assured that I could do a good Jjob, I
would not be heres « « « I want to preach the Word of
God beceusec I feel that in that capacity those talents

I nave will be more repidly developed snd more fully
exercised for e worthy purpese than they would be if I
were to bteke a different place in society,

T believe that God has given me & voice which will be
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acceptable as a prescher. I have enjoyed speaking and
heve slways hoped that someday I might be able to use it
profitably.

For ©& per cent, or 9, of the men g powerful motivation

for entering the ministry was described as being called by the

Holy Ghost to preach, HRepresentative of these is the express-

ion tGhet

the compulsion for preaching or sny other service for
God must be iamplanted by the Holy Ghost. « « ¢« I could
never bhe satisfied doing snything else, because it is
to preaching that 1 have been czlled,

tne men attributed to the csll of the Holy Spirit a strength
which eneabled nim to overcome familial opposition to his entep-
ing into pastoral trelning:

iy parents discouraged my becoming a minister at the
very stort and geve me little encouragement: thersafier,
But my fecling that I had been called far surpassed
theirs of my becoming disappointed in later years,

Two members of the class tell how they remember the precise
day on which they felt that the Holy Spirit gave specigl indie
c:tlon thst they should work in the ranks of the Chureh:

One day, the sixteenth of July to be exact, it atruck
me., I would enter the study for the ministry, The
thought ceme suddenly but foreefully, The minute 1t
entered my mind I knew that that was what I wanbed,
Thet seme day 1 started to make Uhe necesssry prepera=
tions to enter one of our prep SCho0l3e o o

511 in all, « o-e I feel that the maln reazon why I
want o presch is thst it wes meant to be.so, I atill
feel. . . calledhy the Spirit to preach., I want that
to stand aes my main resson.

Once in these early formastive years I remember to have
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imegined thet I was going to dle znd that Cod wes in a

pecullar way requesting me to depart by death unto Him

(I fearfully clung to this hope as faith, but T wasn't

too sure)., AE that time the fear wes so rezl before

my mind that I got Mother to rezd from the Psalms teo

me, and after she and I prayed the Lord's Prayer btogethar
calmed down and temporarily got over it,

ifter thet incident, I continued %0 retain & cones=nt of
poasible youthful death and used to pray & lot for faith

1é bravery if God should choose to call me, and I even

imegined thet God was walting %11l my faith grew strong

before he would -again cell; 1f so be I would bravely

8

o o o L found myself growing up and retalning s certain
attitude from my early prayers for life, so that I would
give God my life for His mercy to me (that mercy I cou-

celved as Salvation through His Son and in a specicl way
continued years of living and the will to 1live). - « «

-

s o ¢« 1 found a more asctive religion in participation
in the Youth for Christ revivals and singsrirations,
Testimonies for Christ, talkins of sslvation, yes, this
ig what I wented to do, but the Lutheren Church 3iid not
or had not prompted such, so I felt I would compound

the Youth for Christ with my Lutheran allegiance, « « »
L%t this time glso I wes prompted to declare my colling
to precch the gospel and become o minister. The faith
end the will hed been there, but something was nedded Lo
guleken snd make alive what I had learned in the Luther-
an Church,

Not 211 the mern were undergoing temingry training in order
to betber the techniques for expreossing their Christian fzaith
to others., =ight of the Seminarians (5 per cent) said they

themsc=lves were looking for gn increagse in falth and answers

to spirvitusl questions and confliets, For example:

The following summer (after the freshman year in hizh
school] was one in which I took stock of myself end my
1ife till then. The result wes shocking, It made such
en impression on me that I began to fear that, should I
continue as before, my soul would be in jeopvard:r, This
mede me wish to get closer to feod's Word then ever he-
fore, and 1t seemed then that the best way snd most
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effective means would be to study it snd become g mine

ister,
another wpriter:

After high school I begen to experience a spirituasl eon-
flict snd I was terribly worried sgbout wmy salvation,
or no reason at all God seemed far away, and I some-
imes doubted whether le existed, I no longer exnerience
d the comfort of prayer that I experlenced as a youth,

For one of the men an expressed fear of damnation presented

2 2 - ;
1G8elLl as

: prime mover for teking up the ministry:

o

I felt that 1f I did not btell others gbout God, such
s my personal churchless friends, I would be. lost,

nd I seemed to lack the courage, which meant my dam-
nation, 7very mission sermon pointed that waye If I
sbudied for the ministry, I would not be afrald e
preach beceuse people think that is the duty of a min-
ister,

The eighth resson offered for meking the minlstry onets

vocstional choice was Lo receive personal happiness, Heven

(4 per cent) clearly spoke of this motivation 1n the following

ways

Lest but not leest, I know that if I do God's will Te
will give me true, lasting heppiness ln this life, bLoo,
regardless of what occupation it may be, .nd I feel
thot His will 1s that I be g minister, Everyone is
seeking this happiness.and very few sre Iinding zt.

For one man the chief reason for entering the winlstry was

topportunity for private study." Another thought the very na-

ture of pestoral work itsslf affcrded'happiness:

lioc other occupation can provide the personal plessure
and satisfection which the ministry affords., From my
brief experience ss a day school and Bible Clasa teacher,
T sm certain that I shsll be heppy in the ministry.

Sixz of the First-year men (4 per cent) quoted, in effect,
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a8 ninth reasons: Seminary tralning is a necessary steppinec-stone

~

for teaching st a preparatory school (i. e,, in the Lutheran

Chureh - Missouri 3ynod). Teaching was the goal of these men,
ind to become gqualifled for a position on a preparatory school
faculty, formal semlinary training i: required, lence, thelp
matriculatbion did not indicate a denire %o undertaske a parish
ministry; rather thelr enrollment at the Seminsry is 2 meens
toward a different end, One maen writes:

1 am 1ow attending Concordia seminery with s mathomaiies
professorship at one of synod's schools 1a mind, I have
s_nQuJPQT 1nc1iqa,roq and Jxxi;r for mathematics and the

slesl sciences; and I feel I would be more suiied for
his btype of work Than for the sctuel preaching ministey,.

rid wWorld War II play a role in leading eny of the men to
1ook towerd the ministry as thelr lifets work? iz (4 per cent)

gave thelr war experiences ags & msjor cause behind the deciw

sion to enter the Seminary. An ex-Army man observed:

ve lived with the godly, snd I have lived with the
dlys « « » I know which group has peace of soul,
n he /rmy I saw the want of %God; in the Philipnines
sgw the need of God; and in my heart, 1 heard the
les of (J‘Od.

5 number of the men expresaed some skepticism toward the
view thot the minister is g men who is prespected, They saw
the preacher as s men who “often gets stepped on by the congre=-
gation® znd who freceives barely enough salsry to keep his
femily supplied with necessities.” For rive of the easaylata
(3 per cent), however, an incentive %o preach stemmad from

what they termed ss the fact that the minl stry has honor




sttached., ‘'thus:

“hen one chooses a profession for life, he should
choose something with honor, o one cen Tind a more
honorable profession than a preaching one, To be

sure, it iz the most honorzble on eaprth today, for
where cun one find more honor than the honor econnected
with the Job of being one of Christ's personal amb:issae
cors here on esrth.

schoocl~acquired friendships showed their significence in

playing,; in some cases, slmost the major role in a decision to

enter the Seminery end continue studying for the ministry.
four men (3 per cent) specifically mentioned as a twelfth
reason in order of frequency of mention: the strong infliuence

the desire to remain witl prep school friends,

ihat the ministry would serve as gn outlst for literasry

smbibions received special mention from at least four “ivst-
veer men (5 per cent), In the words of one:

T'zm not so sure I would like to be a preacher, I hawve
much difficulty in getting up courage to make prepared
talks and speeches, My delivery is slow becsuse

think slowly on my feet. As for memorization, 1t ia
not 80 good,

iy main love for the work of a preacher is expleined by
my love for writing., I think that, if I don't write
sermons, I will be writing something else, In other
words, I don't think I will be fond of glving se.mons,
vut rather fond of writing them, I have a great urge
to write.

¢ number of the essaylats stated their belief thet all

o

wes not well in the spiritusl 1life of the Jhurch. For three

of them (2% per cent) there was an impelling drive te reform

negetive attitudes snd 1ife in the Church, One of the men
saw tragedy in the factions in Christendom--partlicularly




¢
(&)

among those groups that come under the heading of "Lutheran-
1sm%;

relsed In a2 community which was Synod teprpi-

g to an sgreement, which I consider »ather
synodical officlsls about elghty yesrs

1932, due to the Frotestant situation, my father aud
several other members of & church whose pastor was sym-
pathetic to the Protestant cause, asked the

nother] Synod to come and minister to them and their

femilies. The Synod ceme, and quite naturally
the protested,; and to this very day are proteste
ing, the invasion of their territory.

attended seversl meetings which dealt with the loeal
case and always ceme to the conclusion that pride, envy,
end downright stubborness, rather than love snd correc-
i ve2 the main concern of many who had snything to
th the conditions which exlisted,

1 do nob hesve dresma of belng a great reformer, bus to
tell people. that this kind of thing should not exist is
one reason why 1 want To preach,

nother of the men spoke of his desire to combat morzsl lexity

in the 1ife of many "Christisns" who "eat and drink damnstion

i

o themselves,” 35till another described his eagerness o do
reformation preasching as motivated by hiswown personal resent-
ment sgainst certein members of the Church:

When I started preperatory school, rumor came bacik to
me that certein people said, "well, in the first place
his parents can't send him through college, =nd, second-
1y, he won't stick to it." When I heard that, I decld-
ed that I was goling Lo show my home-town people wiat I
could do. I thought that, when I would get to preach,
I would pour right snd wrong into their faces in buckete

fulsl:
“Shy I Wanbt to Preasch" found an un-ideslistic answer in

the minds of three men (23 per cent) who spoke of entering the
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seminery becsuse of ressons of economic pressure, Two men

sald that, sside from such pressure, they would not be enroll=-
ed, Tter describlng how he wanted to tranafer to a state
university in order to study for a secular occunstion, and

after recuesting that the prepesratory school he had been attend-
ing send ¢ transcript of his record to the state institution,
thhe men writes:

I received a speclel delivery letter from the tressurepr's
offlee [et the preparstory schooll which stated thst I
either pey bthem §350 spot-cash, or I would not get my
transeript.,. I was not only surprised, but sngry, since
I hed known fellows who hed gone to other schools withe
out peying ell their bock-tuition in a lump-sum, ¢ « o
gave up my idea of goling to Unliversity and came
here instead.

According to the second writer:

I was sent through most of my schooling with financlal
c1d whiech would have %o be repsid if T would abaendon
my worlk, since it would be very diffilcult for me %O
repay this, I sm practically tled to this career, I
telieve thet if it would not be for this last reason, I
would be leading a different career this day,

teacher's son mentloned two aspects of the finsncisl problem

which figured in his entrance into the Seminary:
ity fothar wes never peid enough thet he could anymore
than keep himself, my mother, and ten of us children
¢1l 1iving fairly comfortable, end not even that a%
51mess « « o Subsequently; it is the best education 1
son get (with the help of 3ynod and my own earnings).
This mey sound like I'm talking the synod for a ride,
but such is not the case. Once I become o pastor, I
intend to stey in church work all of my life.

“he pesson I chose to be e pastor instead of a teacher
ia this. 7hile I wes in grade school, 1t seemed to me
the pastor always got bebtter sglaries, In cases where
the pastor and the teacher disagreed on some point, the
pastor always seemed tO recelive the sympathy of the mee
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Jority of the congregetion., This was not only true

in my Cother's case, but slso in those of =ll the other

teschers I knew,

The sizteenth reason for wanting to preech, as indicated
specifically by two of the men (1 1/4 per cent), was the inm-

pending Judgment Day and 1ts implications for the "utter fool-

4

T
L 8aNnes

.

s of unbelievers in thely view of eternity®.
Up until this point we have been presenting the various
regsons revealed by the First-year men in answer to the topile:

"#hy L Yeab bto Preach," In addition, however, the essays a2lso

spoke of certain berriers existing in The minds or in the sbil

ibies of bhe men--barriers which cause an gpparent feapr of
preaching, in contrest to the request of the essay topie

for positive reasons for wanting to preacih, Because fears

ere just ae resl as hopes in the minds of those who experience
them, o summery of the psychologlcel and physical blocks men-
tioned by the clags deserves space here.

Hearly all of the men remarked in some way that the mine
istry 1s & highly-demending profession, and that they were o=
were of the need for versetility and adeguacy to do justice
to the tazk. osome of the writers, however, expréssed atrong
doubt thab--even though they wantsd to become "men of the
cloth¥~-they did not nave the nece3saly gifts and aptitudess

Tyenty-two men spoke of acute cases of nervousness and self-

conseiousness, which, they felt, could spell possible failure

because of "a deep dread . . o Of faclng an audience and
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gpesking to them." "Delivering s speech is my mein rosson

for not wanting to preach,"™ One man deseribes his frightened

iy

. ; S 3.3 S
Longue 1n Tls ways

iy chief difficulty in becoming & minister will be
lesrning %o get up in front of & crowd and spesking,
Frenkly, I have a very bad case of stage fright, and I
elways think I will make & fool out of myself, With
God's word on my tongue, I should be glad to be a fool,
but the fear is still there, Maybe I can overcome it,

I hope 80.
4 A B A . -~ 2. »
dirites enother:

I am the type of individual who is very easlly embarrasss-
@ds ¢« ¢ o« 1 have tried in valn to overcome it, 1 am
constantly awarce of the fact that I have my faults,
end I don't wish other people to detect them. ¢ o o

am afrgid Ghat when I preach 1 will be very seli=con-
sclous, especlally if I should make & mlstake,

Sixteen of the astudents specified general feelings of ine

adegquacy. For some, the complexity characteristic of the
Twentleth Century spelied “impossibility for the present day
pastor Lo cope with all the problems in his congregabtions,”
Others felt inadequate because of the great moral responsibil-
ity thaet rests on the pastor's shoulders., For example:

lor do I bave the keenness of mind and commanding psr-

sonality which are vital assets. #And when I Ghinic of

the sacrednesz cf preaching, I feel entirely inadequate,

The responsibility of snobther's soul is a heavy charge,
Some blamed themselvea for the inadeguacy. Thuss "I mmst ade
wit thet up to this time I have not applied mysslf to the best
of my ability."” Another atbributed it to "laziness,? 2%
least four felt that a lack of flrm religious4conviction CONe

tributed largely to their feclings of inadequacy for the mine




istry. OUne of the diaturbed class members desceribes his doubts
in some detail:

The question [Mwhy I Want to rreach”] implies the possess-
ion of something which I lack: namely, convicbtlon, i

have sbtempted on many occeslons o analyse this void
feeling, but it was to no aveil, I ocan tell myself

egeln end pgein that Christ died for me, thet God loves
me and He exbtends His grace to me, and yet I feel rno
re«ponse within myself: « « « I sometimes wonder if,
perhaps, I am not making a joke of the promlses of {Jod

-~ 4

end of the office of the ministry.

nother thing thet is cresting end stlrring up turmoil
in my mind is a large and poweprful collection of docubts,
"liow do I know the God of the Bible is the Godi" That

8 Ghe primary and fundamsnbal doubt, and the rest astem
rom 1t. Lf not, the Bible is false, the ministry a
mockery, and the whole of falth 1s no more then o drug
to make 1life bearable, If I could actuslly feel That
we kKnow the true God, then the yrest 1ls of necesaity
LGIMUGe

vk
i

#hile the ministey may be all right for some men, one of the
Semingrians s21d he doubted whether he was ones

1 do not feel gt all as I, without doubt, should feel,

e o o i underatand and fully believe thet the c¢sll %o

the ministry is the most glorious call any man can re=
Ceive » o o » TOr others--perheps "yes;™" for me--i

don't knowe Mostly the "no", I guess. For me Lo stand
bofore an sudience snd admonish them to mond their ways
~=1n0 good; for me to s8it in The sudience and be admonish-
ed~wthat's right, For me to accept money from the peo=
ple for preaching and other pastoral duties--no goods

for others 1t i1s absolutely and the only possible way,

there's more, bub it is principally the same, I just
don't know right now, However, do not misunderstandew
I do know why I should went to preach,

Three of the Seminarisns cited specific speech hendicaps.

In the words of one:

The delivery of the sermon is to me the greatest nrobe
lem, &b every occasion where . have spoken before
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peopleo, L have stutbtered and stemmered, bturned pale,
snd worn a "scared-rabbit” expression. Will I ever bhe
zble €O ovorcome this? I hete to believe that I #ill
be tormented every Sunday for the next thirty years or

S90s a @« 9
Another man haed teken speech-corrsciion courses at a univerps
s8ity, Although improving, he a3till feared relapsing into
gtubtering under the duress of a spesking or preaching situa-
tion, '
(ne men voclilerously stated the barrier the ministry sug-

gests bhrough the inesdeguaete sslaries pald some pastors:

Many congregations I have seen don't make sdequabte pro=-
yision for Cheir pasbor's physical welfare, The lhouse
provided is often 1n disrepair, facilities poor, and
the salary so low that a comfortable living is out of
the question. 4n old broken~down cer is disguised as

o blessing, bubt in reslity proves to be an added finan-
cilal burden. low the minlster is to fill his office
well when he has these ecrthly worries on his miad and
teking up his time 1s ean annoying gquestion to ma,

56111l snother Filrst-year man resenbed the implications of
the ministry because:

Tow 60 I know I'll be setisfied or heppy in the ministry?
I'm selfish. £As a preacher I'd be tled down, controlled;
when I want tc do something, I want to do it when I weant
to do it., If I went toc move to a different sectioa of
the country, start in & new kind of work, or be a bum,

1 wen®t to do it then, and not be controlled, not be de-
pendent, Frobably the work a&s minlster of God would
offseb or complebely overshsdow this feeling, how dc jyou
know ¥

3¢ much for the sctual presentatlon of excerpts from the
essays on the topic: "Why I Want Lo Preach"! Our concern with
them is chlefly to point out some of the implicabions that
they may infer regerding the concept of Christian feith held

by members of the First-year Class at Concordia Seminarye snd




this we shell do in the lsst chapter, "Coneclusions”. In the
chapter we now meve on to the second essay thabt will

als0 previde material for the investigstion of the reiigious

n

Wy Present Habits and Fubure Heeds

With Regard to lesns of Crace"

fhis second essay toplc used in the study was asiigned
1ign
Oy the instructor in Orientation, to be written on by every

1%

he FPlrst-year Class, Generally speaking, the men

“

membeyr i
fluctuated between "positive” gnd "negative" CXPressiond ¢one
cerning their hablts and needs with regsrd to the ileanzs of

" Groce,t By "positive expression” i3 meant a statement of
favorsble bablt or atiibude toward the Xeans of Grace: 1. (ST
which indicstes that the author of the statement desires to
make use of the lieans of Grace and receives beuneflt from them.

Ao Positive Lttitudes lienbioned by the First-yesr lMen gs They

Think of the lMleans of Grage (cf, Teble III): Eighteen, or

11 per cent, said they approach their use of the leana of
Grace in prayerful preparastion, OCne man describes the role

of prayer in his private devotional reading:

When my ascbual satisfactlon came, when I knew that I
was really gebtting something out of what 1 was reading,

lphe rutheran view of what constitutes the Means of
Grace is understood here: i. €., the Word of God end the
two 3acraments, Septism end the Lord's Supper,

il b o't o

LIRS

.
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TABLY II1
POSTTIVE AYTITUDES EXPRES3&D BY FIRST-YEAR MEN

I REGARD TO THE MEAWS OF GRACE

RUMBER UF PERCERTAGE
ATTITUDE RESPONDERTS OF CLASS
1, Prayerful preperation 18 31X
2, HRecelve forgiveness, life
and salvation 45 28
3, Concentretion while using
Heans of Grace 13 7
4, Favorable influence of g
girl friend 8 o
6, 4Apnply the #Word to self 8 5}
G, leach it to others 7 &
7. To find enswers to per- ,
sonal questions 2 1&
8, vaptism o megns in which
God effects conversion
without man's coopera-
tion & 4
9. poptism hes meaning when-
ever gnother sSaptism is
witnessed 29 18
10, Lordts Supper has "person=-
el snd tangible®" nature 4 2% |

11, Preyer considered o Means
of Grace ' 19 i2
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and when CGod's word actuslly had shown forth with

81l ita heavinly brillence, was when I began hav-

Ing e short prayer before reading God's Word, I

use g prayer in which I first thaenk God for His guid-
ing me properly through my paest reading and then ask-
ing Eim to help me in my present study and reading

of His Word., This short prayer is one of my greatest
sidéiiu eatablishing a strong power of concentration
on the Jord.

Confessionegl services were g definite gid to this student:

33

The confessional sevvices before communion were ol-
ways more meaningful than ten others, Why, I don't
know, Ferhaps 1 gave myself more to the Word, I
now, as I elways have, look forward to the privilege

-

of being a guest at the Lord's table,

do the men directly look for as they employ the ieans

of Grace? Forty-five (28 ver cent) included statements which

mgy be plsced under the general heading, forgiveness, life,

and selvation. From two writers who spoke of the role of

Holy

Communion in strengihening them:

when 1 was in Tthe service, I didn't have opportunity
to partske of the Lord's Supper for several months,
end L could notice that my feith wss becomlng weaker
end wesker., 4 do not advocete that this should be
tried, but 1t certalnly taught me the need of »artak-
ing of Christ's body and blood.

The second writer's experience in the Lord's Supper produced

setive mentel snd spiritusl reactions:

¥ach time I have attended communion, there always
comes to my mind g closeness %¢ the experlence Peter,
John, end the disciples went through on the first
meundy Thursdey evening o o o o 2t the Lordts Table
todsy, I atill perceive the mental flash of Christ's
body batbered for my forgiveness and His blood brought
forth to appesse God!'s wrabh upon me, 1O me, that mo-
mentary experience 1s the greatest source of inner
case o be found on esrth.
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inother describes the beneflt received from the means of Grace

23 ncbiceable in his own life:

iy presznt heblts in regerd to the spoken Word of CGod
heve improved s grest desl since my presence at the
sem, I haove been writing down most of the sermons that
L hear in daily chapel services and in sunday services,
s o o Mis spoken Word means much to0 me and I love to
set wmy lepfb aside from all the clamor of the world
¢nd let nls spoken ¥Word build cestles of falth, hopey
and strength in my hesrt--as time passes from dsy to
day, 1 cen feel God's progress in me thru His spoken
Word, whereby e handa me His grace.

Tow gome of the men, the Means of Grace meeant Jesus--nothin

more, nothing less:

what do these Holy Sacraments mesn to me now? 1It's
difficult to pubt Jesus on psper. Yes, to me the Sacra-
mex J mean Jesus. The Jesus that died for me. o o o
fle skes this baby end holds 1t in His arms, and says,
“You are Mine." + « o
ind now the Sscrament of the Altar, Again it's Jesus,
it came through Jesus, It came by Jesus, 1t is Jesus,
His gift o Mee ¢ « o Here I got life and sslvation,
For in forgiveness, we have salvation,
Eleven of the Seminarisns (7 per cent) summarized their posi-
tive mhbititudes toward the ieans of Grace in the words similar
to this typiecal phrase: "I concentrate whlle using them,"
Nor is the role of feminine Chyistian witness excluded, as
el:ht of the men (5 per cent) mentioned that their mental
freme toward Word and Sscresment had been slded by "the favor-

sble influence of & girl friend".

4And now from positive attitudes, as revealed in the es-

says, to the lleans of Grace in general, we turn to some of the

positive expressions made in regerd to esch of the specific
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iieans (i, e,, the Word, Baptism, and the Lord's 3Iupper).

Positive expressions of attitude towsrd the Word include

statements by eight of the men (5 per cent) to the effect

that they apply the Word to themselves, e. g.:

the pastor ls preasching his sermon, or reasdling the
ripbure lessons for the day, 1 try to epply what he

teaching snd reading to my own life, In this way,
iod meny feults in myself, and together with the
lp of God cen try to correct these feaults,

-
20

From gnobther:

I don't have a set habiit of Bible reszding. On the
eversge, L1'd szy I reed the Bible daily. But thils
reading is generslly prompted by some guestion or in-
terest which arises in my minds I find this type of
reading dynamic, and it certainly mi:kes one renlize
thie Word is applicable today.

Seven First-year men (4 per cent) approach the Word with the
vurpose in mind that they may then teach it Lo others, Here

1s ¢ typical expression:

1 should lknow which parts are best sultable to read
for little ehildren, young people, and old folks, and
be shle to explain sll the so-called contradictions
in the Bible if anyone ever brings any up. snow
which texts are good to preach on, 1 musi be able

$0 understend the Book better then I do.

One man writes thet his study for the purpose of teaching

others cids towsrd his own peraonal 3pifitual growths
I =lso study the #word of God as a Bible Class and Sun-
day School tescher, This I feel i3 one of my most
blessed end profiteble opportunities, For in strlv-
ing to drew lessons from the Word for others, I am re-
guired first to find meening of the Word for my own
1ife. /nd tesching the Word strengthens my own faith,

two (1} per cent) ssid they resd the Word privately in order

to find answers to personal guestions, Another &two (1% per
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cent) remerked on the influence certain Cheistian schoolmates

hed exerted in heightening their regard for the Seriptures,

—

€o Lo
;?awipneasing for Christ a person shows through his
1ife the teachings of the word, The effeet of this
has been stroungly brought to bear upon me in the
presenc surroundings of the Sem, Through this medium
T think I om absorbing the Word in doses.
Two more of the First-year men felt theirn eppreciation for the
Word, oarticularly as it i: used in worship, could not be di-
vorced from the experience of being a member of the Commun-
lon of lJainta,; Wrobte one:
Corporate worship has in it severel parts that, to me,
ere very meanlngful., Here I can see something of the
communion of saints. The phrase, "Thorefore with an-
gels and archangels and with all the company of heaven,
etce®, takes on a vitality when, together with a Chris-
tian congregation, I can sing a hymn or pray or confess
our mubual fgith by means of the creeds,
With spnecific regard to the :scrament of Baptism, 35
members of the class (22 per cent) spoke of deriving positive
benefits, 9ix of these men (4 per cent) expressed their view

of pgpblsm as 2 means 1n which God converts without any coop-

eration and effort on the part of man, In the words of one

of the writers:

I replige thet it 1s & very importent sscrament, and
that I received 1t through nothing that I did, It was
only through the grace of God that I recelved saptism,
It is very comforting to know thet God was interested
in me before I could reelize who He was, This is the
geerement in which I received the power from God to be-
lieve in dbinm,

For twemty-nine of the men (18 per cent) however, the empha-
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sis wes that the 3acrsment now hes mesning whenever o Saptism
is witnessed; for 1t wes thon thet they were reminded of
their own, CUne of the Seminarians, commenting on his imvend-
ing experlence of belng a godfether, remarks:

Dg?in@ the summer in spare hours I would ponder what

tgls’al} meant, Bubt agein from a cold, intellectual

poin®t of view, when it really struck me wss during

& - » ) e | o

the sctuval Deptism 1tself, as I looked down on the face

of my 1ittle, unknowing niece, and the minister intoned

his wolemn words, Then more trenchantly than ever, I

?clt this weahing of regeneration, this renewing of the

lioly Ghost, this covenant with the Lord God. I took

my privilege as g sponsor very seriously,

In regerd to the Lord's Supper, nearly all the men in
some way mentloned that they Pealized it assured them of the
forgiveness of 3ins and was a means for Life snd Salvation,
Only four (2% per cent) however, geve a specisl emphasis to

'the personsl and tangible"nsture of this Sacrament., According

to = =pokesman for thias group:

It the Sacrament of Holy Communion is important in-
gamich ag 1t is the very personal assursnce through
tangible meana that God for Jesus! sake completely
for;ives us all our sins, It was just recently that
this sscrement toolk on new meaning for me, How the
Lord's 3Supper . « . cennot be grasped by our feeble
minds, but I, even though I knew what 1t dld for ms,
nemely, gave me forgiveness, still couldn't figure
out why its use added anything o the prsctice of just
asiking God for forgiveness every day, It was made
cleey to me by my Bishop, while I was teaching last
yesr, that it is the personsl tanglble slement that

is the chief thing, and since then I've bsen more ea-
ger to partake of the Lord's Body as often as possible

The last positive attitude mentlioned under the Neans of

Grace rslses a gquestion of accurecy in doctrine, For it is

interesting to note that nineteen Seminariens with backgrounds
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encased In a conservetive Lutheranr ethos, identified prayer

s a Means of Grace. This group (12 per cent of the class)

i v——

gave the indicatlons In statements, of which the following is

typical:

i often Teel that it is not necessary [to partake of
the LD?L‘S Supper] because my sins are already forgiven
in my preyers and cother means of grace [itslics

e« © &
e e
o] ‘,LJ,".;J P

B, Negabive aAttibtudes jentloned by the First-yesr Men sz They

Think of the ieans of Grace (ef, Table IV): The hebits and
thinking of the class in regard to the Heans of Grace contain-
ed also o veriety of negabtlve aspects, however. The 162 men
who submibted essays concerning thelr hablts and needs as re-
lating to Word snd sSscrament indicated a total of 192 negative
expresszions, soread over a list of 11 different reasons,.

fighty of the men (50 per cent) felt they did not know

how to use the Mesns of Grace properly, A statement from one

of the Seminarians presents this point of view concerning
the word:

Very seldom have I gone to my Bible directly for devo=-
tional purposes after the first few times, &t that

time 1t seemed as though every time I would open my
Bible for bthat specific purpose I would read only a
short seleeibion and find myself debating as to what
Seripbure meant by this and that, ste. While in high
school, I resd the entire ilew Testament in modern
translablon and quit. I got very little spirituel value
from this project, why I read 1% 1 don't knows o o o
sincere meditetion and study were left out.

inother men spesks for those whe felb unguallfied to eveluate

their Beptism:
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TABLE IV
REGATIVE ATTITUDES EXPRESSED BY FIRST-YEAR MEN
IN REGARD TO THE MEANS OF GRACE

PIGATNN LT
PERCERTAGE

OF CLASS

& TTY THITOD -
ATTITUDE RESF

1, P13 not know how to use
the lMeans of Grace

properly 80 50

2. lave become meaningleas
through habitual use 37 25

3« Mo beforehand prepara-~ :
tion for their use 27 17

4, Doubt i2 8
5, Felt no need 10 &

6., The "professionsl atti~
tude" 9 6

7. Lexity through belng
awey from hone 8 5

8. P"rep school had detri-
mental effect 6 4

9, Lack of devotions in
own Temily 8 5

10, Leck of timse 4 2%

11, Instruected whlle toc
young 1 1




The true meaning of baptism has evaded me through the
formelity of ceremony. I find that I don't reaily
grasp the slgnificance snd the glft of the Lord to
men when esnother soul is brought to Christ through
Baptlsm. In fact, I would have hardly remembered the
date of my own Dapitism, unless [ had been regulred Lo
remember 1% for religlous instruction, « « + I have
not yet really planned a peiitern for improvement in
6o 10 feet, I am still a little in the dark
es bto how to lmprove thils condition,

Another of the men could "ses no relation between that EBap—

tlsm]| ond my present spiritual life, excent an indirect one."
He pdded: "I muast not let the fact that Chrlst has accepted

me iIn early childhood lead me to a fzlss security or into dan-
gerous sclfi-complacencey." Those who felt they were lacking
in knoving how to make beneficial use of thse Lord's Supper
wrote in words simllar to those that follow:

One thing that alwsys bothera me 1s my attltude to-

verd the seerzment of the Altar, I often feel that

it Lz nobt necessary for me to take commmunion because

my sins czre alreszdy forgiven, « « « OUnce in a while,

after telking communion, 1 make 8 very speelal efrfort

to rid myself of zome besetting sin, but most of the

time it seems aa though I cannot acqulire the proper

ettitude toward comwunion,

For thirty-seven of the men (23 per cent) the ancisnt
adage, "familisrlty breeds contempt”, had s more than slight
eoplicstion to feelings of indifference toward the ¥eans of

Grece. Two excerpbs thst describe how the Heans have become

mesningless through bablitual use:

1 grew up in e parsonage, where religion was in order
24 nours a dey, I went elght years to a Christian day .
school, procesded to Ft, ‘ayne for six more, taught |
‘for a yeer and am now here. I've always had easy saccess

to the Mesns of Grace; consequently, I seldom appre-

ciate them, I pray when I'm in trouble and forget




49

gbout God obtherwise, 1It's bad, and I know it.
inother observation:

Attending communion--sad to say--is, 80 G0 speak,
habitual for me, In other words, 1 know already at

@ beginnlng of the year wvhen I will celebrate com-
munion, ‘This, i believe; 1a not 2 good hsbit, Accord-
v Lo my estimstion, one should go to communion only
n lie Ye+1ls the need Tor 1t obhevwise, the denger

is8" thut the individual is not truly a penitent sinner,

.

¥
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iwenty-seven (17 per cent) described a great negative

:
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feotor in thelr pegard for the Means of Grace as nct having

precared belorehand for thelr use, Thus: "By a lack of pre-

vious preparetion and a failure bto pay asbitention, I often rob

o

myself of Ghe true blessing of hesring God's Word." Lack of
preperation for the Lord's Supper caused g number of The men
to feel they were unworbhy communleants:

There apre bimes when [ cannot go up to the sltar to
receive His blessing., Perhaps it's foolish, but I
pemomber from my confirmation classes that if you do
not go up to the eltar with the true meaning of the
Sacrsment sad in repentance, you will be damned.
well, maybe it is s childlsh fancy, but there are
times when I csnnot g0 up to the altar becguse I

do not feel truly repentant, 1 cannot go up to the
altar and taks the Lopd's Supper just as a matéer of
form, just because somebody says I should, Jjust be-
eouse it is the thing to do, I1fve got Lo be prepared
to bake communion, It's one of those things I learned
about love: you cennof cheat the one whom you love,

Une men fezred his apaiay would hamper his fubure effectlve-

ness in the ministry: !

I have the faith that forgiveness of sins is received
e » o 5 bub I often wonder if 1 am partaking worthily;

if I em fully prepared. 5
in the ministry . « it will be my duty to instruct -
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them [ﬁhe congregetional membcrq] in preparetion for
communion, iow can I accomplish this if I, myself,
am not ‘urs of my worthineas$®

Doubt reared its discomforting head in very specific fashion

for twelve (8 per cent) of the class, One man describes his

innexr b:ttle beiween reason and

1 heve =

|}
4 v i

ays longed for knowledge, for sducation.

W e
{18 &CCU
=

waulabtion of Chiz earthly wisdom increaaed,
my trust and hope in heavenly wisdom fecreased., I
began slowly to doubt the source of all true wisdom,
] Holy Word. iHaving sttended Universzity forx
two swamera brought me

Goag! s

into contact with agnostic pro-
: « « « 1t become more loglcal to follow human
cgcn end wisdom than CGod's eternsl, unchanging word,

I 12id aslide Holy Writ, except for intellect-
¢c3s 1 meceived the Blessed Sscrament half
.eving end helf doubting., In short, I begun slowly
to chole God's supply line to my heart snd soul, I
becsme dead to the Means of Grace,

‘sar [of sickness and death] began to plague me. . . .

lovelessnesa of Christienity and Cheistians
23 n and interferes with his relationship

»
;!

Doubt in regerd to Bapbtism 1s exemplifiled in the followlng ex-

o

nduld Bapbism seems guite plauslible to me, because
adulbe go into it voluntarily, with belleving hearts,
Bub I find 1% hard to believe that iafenis, Too, can
believe., To carry the matter to 1lts conclusion, I
doubt the mirecle of infant Baptism--that prestol when
the minister mokes the slgn of the cross and says the
gords of the Trinity, that s sleeping baby that cannot
0 much &3 think, is suddenly rescued from the grasp
of the Devil end becomes s child of God.

-

To bring the matbter within a subjective range, 1 truly
believe Lhat I myself em a child of God, but not by
virtue of my feith in Christ,

The supernatural efficscy of the Tucharist did not find full

=
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acceptence in the minds of some. Thuay

hen I go to the Lord's Supper I feel nothing, I
tell mysell while pnarteking that in, with, end under

the wine 1: the true blocd of Christ--thet I am
1 i dewn "forglveness, life, and selvation® if
this. T do not believe with 811 my hesrt,
The words "to them that believe®™ loom too large in
ny mind b ve me the impression that the Lordls
Su o

per @0 ipsao has nc power et asll. Cod's forgive-

ness, we a1 ght, is free, We take it to ourselves
by belleving. How then does the Lord!'s Zupper £it into
i nice plilecture P

Loty 1 cezn see how we would keep the
Sacrement merely beceuse Christ hss commended 1t., I
could serve nicely as a "remembrance” or gs a symbol

of the resl pedemption. I think that Christ instituted
it to be prsctised in the Chureh forever, but, like
Baptlism, I somotines doubt thet 1t 1s 2 mesns of Grece.

Ten men (0 ner cent) descrlbed thelr apathy toward Viord end

Secrament os poobed in the fact that they felt no need, For

them there wes little or no mobtivation for meking use of the

know, %oc, that if s person loves Christ he will
i

i I c:pnot feel within myself a drive, & stimulus,
de ire for them. That is the dllemms of which I

de ever deeper into scpipture to learn more of and
about Lhet Love which He showers upon menkind, T know
these things, I believe them, I ¢ling to them most dear-
17, and even heve high hopes and e burning desire %o
presch them to other blood-bought souls soon. Hut

still I

%

The plague of the professions)l sttitude also tock i1ts place

among the negative attitudes listed. iine men, or 6 per cent,
felt ibs hindrance to spiritual worship and life., In the
words of one Seminerian:

T find that I attend services sometlmes not so much in
scaren of what the pastor is going to suy to me, but

rether how he seys it--the illustrations and storles
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Lf uscs, Gocy Uhls, I feel, may be g danger for any
Civinily student who feels thet he hss heapd much of
;JE deberiad Derore, sad that thus the prescher is
not really speaking to him,

Elght of the men (5 per cent) concluded that veing away fron

home end not under femily influence contributed to a negli-

tence oun thelr part in use of the Meens of Grace, One man

dlseusses Lils cplnion of the laxity thet often acecompanies

F] - = o L . - o -
freedon from lome tles:

ln the past I heve slways attended comsmunion st home,
oub acw, oince L am sumewbabt further from home, I be-
L.ave bhat 1 will have to receive the Lord's jupper in
Lo Louls end abt houe, #While attending prep school

I did not notice that there wses the tendeney not to
rec ¢ Lhe Lord's Supper freoguently, because i would
woll untll a vacablon would roll sround and then go

Lo communion when I wes home,

ind, reportedly, for six of the Seminary initiates (4 per cent)

o

prep =2chocl had g definite detrimentagl effect on Their spirit-

ual life and growth. Une of the men comments:

do not wagni Lo bleome my weakness on & school, butb
the prep school I abttended was certainly not condu-
clve Lo the gI‘GWL’h of one's faithg Yith a&ll the
cussing going on snd lack of devotion, I wes begin-
ning tc¢ wonder what Chrlstianity really was,

= i
g o ]

The lsck of devotlonz in thelr own Tamilles, elght {5 per cent)

of the men stated, lessened thelr appreclation for Jord and
Sacrament. One Jeminarian writes:

In my home Ffamily life, we much to my regret, have no
femily devotioas, no group worship of tod's Word,

This is very sad, but it is true, end I proy God thab
this condibion msy not continue, but that we may resl-
ize the bensfit snd strength to be derived from gath-
epring together in Cheist to use His Yord in this manner
for our strengthening; but as yet, we have no use of

e

Y



Lo

His Word in thls manner in my home,

Four First-gyear men (2% per cent) conplelned of lack of time

to use the Means of Crace, particularly the Word, for their
growth in Chrlastian falth and life, Thus:

Bible reading is gnother of my very week points, I
seldom find time for it. One reason 1s that whenever
I do have time to do any reading at gll, I feel con-
sclence~-stricken if I don't sit down and read some

of the meny books assigned for outside reading by al-
most every professor on the csmpuss This should be
done, of course, bubt it conflicts with the reading of
the Bible as [ think 1t should be dons, However, I'm
looking forwsrd to the study of the Bible in classes
later on,

One stated he has yet to be baptized! He gives the reason
thaet his Paptist fsther had not desired 1t, When his father
pazsed away, bthe Flrst-year man

o o o asked my mother what I should do ebout it be=-
ing unbaptized . 3he sald that as long as I was con-
firmed and that | believe on the Lord Jesus, and I 4o,
1 do not have to be baptized. . , . bubt now that I ~
have atudied it a little more thoroughly, both in the
Bible and in our (Catechism, I wonder whether or not I
should be beptized now., I would appreciate it a great
degl if I could hove a talk with you concerning this
matter as socn as possible,

One men wrote of his disepprovel of indoctrinating children

in the use of the 3scraments., He complained of them being in-

sbtructed while too young:

I believe the system in the church now is inadequate,

1 know now that as I look beck to my confirmation, I

do so with astonlshment. If now, after six yeers ot

a prep school I do not fully reslize the scope and true
meaning of this Sacrament [the Lord's Supper], how much
less muet I have realized it then, I do not believe a
youth of 13 or 14 years can fully understand the signif=
jcence and importance of such a corthy and godly insti-



tution, I didn't and I doubt 1f any others did,
Either our system of indoctrination is ssdly in need
of revislon, or we should let such instructlon go un-
til a lester age,

Thus we have submitted excerpts from the essay materials
on the toplc: "uy Past Habits and Future Needs in Regard %o
the leans of Gresce," A8 with the presentaticn of the first
essey tople ("Why 1 Want to Preach')}, we shall withhold a sum-
mary couclusion at this point and include 1t in the chapter
on “Conclusions", For the present, we proceed to exsmine the ﬂ
esssys contributed on the topie:

"How I Would Tell a Non-Christian Friend About Jesus"

Since the aim of the thesis iz to gain some insight into
the coneept of Chrlistian faith, as held by the Firét-year men,
the very naturs of this essay toplec now under consideration
should be heloful, In Chepter I, we have defined Christian
faith as the spprehending of Life from God which shows itselfl
in depend nce upen Him and in love toward one's fellows, S0
the question would present itself here: Is that the nature of
the falth thzt the ?irst—yea? men would endeavor to convey to
an unbeliever in answer to the guery, "How I Would Tell a Hon-

Christian Friend aAbout Jesus?" :
In view of the feet that it is both the scripturally-

commsnded and historicelly-endorsed alm of christians to bring
thely faith to those who lack it, e perusal of these next es-

8ay contributions by seminarlan chiristians has significance
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by virtue of possibly yielding further insights into whet con-
stitutes that falth which they endeavor to ineculcate slso in-
to non-Christians,

In attemptling to deseribe how they would witness to en

unbelieving feiend, the First-yeer men submitted various types
of spproaches which--in the deduction of this writer=-can be
pleced under eight suggested methods., These are summarized
in Table V.;

The Gosgpel presentation manner that had the largest num-
ber of adherdents among the 3eminariens (67 men, or 43 per cent) :

wes Ghe loglcel epproach. This procedure usually begins with

the observaetion thut the world could not huve come into exist-
ence by accident, It must have héd a Creator, Would not

this Cresitor then alsc reveal in some special way-~namely,
through the Scripbtures and Christ--His plans for His created
human beings who had sinned ageinst Him, The presentetion : i
quoted below is typical:

iy first object in telling a non-Christian friecnd about

Jesus, wounld be to establish the premise thset there is

a God, I would attempt to do this by pointing out that

when we see 2 house we immedistely say that somebody 3
built that house, end 1t would therefore be irrational ;
to say that the world, complote with trees, grass, sun,
moon, sters, ebtc., Jjust evoiveglout of ggt?igg. gﬁen i

NOu ! to show that 211 men, athelsts &n

itﬁgrigsztt23§gowledge g God by their actions, whether

they realize it or not.

My next step would be to prove that this God still
exists . » » Dy pointing out the orderly existence of
nature. Such & ststement could be backed up by showing
how ubterly inconsequential a man would feel if he
really believed that no divine Ruler was guarding and
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TABLE V

APPROACHES 10 wlTHESS SUGCGESTED BY FIRST-YEAR MEN

IN ES32YS OR THE TOPIC: "HOW I WOULD TELL A

NOMN-CHRISTIAN FRIERD ABOUT JE3US

APPROACH SUGGESTED

heve had Creator, who must
have mede His will known,
etca.)

(weken need by conditioning
non-Christian

Begin with the Gospel

; 8k non-Christisn if he at-
tends church

Lrouse fear of ebernal dan-
nabion

"Bible approach”
Persongl testimony

Do not know how to carry
out Christien witness

NUNBER OF
RESPONDENTS

36
20

18

10

(o7]

PEHCERTAGE
OF CLpS3
45

23
15

11

2
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uling one's life,

After I would get this friend to realize that there
1s un existent dod, I would, with the help of Bible
passages, show how man was cresbed as a righteous
and holy being, bubt how, through the fz11 of Ldam,
men bocsme sinful, and that we today, Christisn and
non~-Christlan elike, have inherited sin and the ten-
dency to sin,

i f%er having convineced my friend that 1t would be im-
8831

e human end selfish motlve, I then would attempt to
explein to him thet, because of Cod's sense of justice,
man's sin must be punished even though God would have
ell men to be saved,

o}
conzlders deserving of heaven, but which really have

This would then lesi na to God's plan of salvation.

Here I would explain that Christ tock oan the form of

man in order that He might take on the burden of man's

8in.

Thirty-gix of the men (23 per cent) felt that the non-
Christian must first be approached, not by srgument, but from

a conditioning procsss thabt arouses a sense of his own need,

The writers were not agreed, however, upon the exact way in
which thet need is brought home to the unbeliever., Some of
the men felt thet the immedlate need is that "he has to be con=-
vinced he is a ainner;" and "the Law must at once be applled
to show him his sin.”" Others asdvocated a more gradusl approach,
€y Bei »
Pirst of all, 1 wouid esteblish u friendship with
this vnbeliever, and in so doing create in him a fesl-
ing of confidence. Then , . « I would plok Just tha
right tine end situation, so that he would be in the
right mood end freme of mind for my important conversa-
tion with him [the writer than proceeds to the losicel
anproach, beginning with belief in God].

inother commented that he would “first try to impress him
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with my $¢ndneas and thoughtfulness toward him in whatever
circumstences arize between us, I would try o arouse his
curiosity as to what made me just a little different than
{biq] the ordinary person.," ifter this, "when the opportun-
ity came, L would lead ouyr conversation to death and judgment
One Seminerlen speaks for those who suggested the non-
Christianis troubles be used as the starting point:

person asiks for something when he elther needs 1%
or has legrned to like what he asks fors . « » In
- any caes. Christ 1s the solution to such end every
trouble, It is8 now up to you and me as the friend
and the Spirit as the power to bring him to his Friend,
t us suppose that this friend has had trouble under-
ending his parents end visa [sic] versa, The answer
@a in bthe potentlal power of the Word of God found
the Tourth Commandment., After this is used, the
next step 18 to get the parents to church and, through
Christ, understand their son,

‘nother Pirst-jesr man pleaded for a thorough acquaintsnce
with the non-Christlan before Christ could be helpfully dis-
cusseds

The Christian religion 1s s highly personal thing,

The Holy Spirit moves to bring man, as en individ-

ual, into a person-to-Christ relationship. « « o The
Holy spirit approaches each man in s :ingular manner,
we also, then, must spesk to individuals with regerd

to their individuel needs and understanding if we are
to bring the word of God past the ears of men and into
their hearts. » ¢ « To do this [requires knowing]
pecople well, understanding thelr environment and their
hiatory. « « o Thus if any of us were to tell a friend
sbout Christ, we must first know our friend. So I )
would begin my work long before I mentioned the sub-
ject of Jesus to another.  « « All the while I

must 1ive before him a3 one happopy in his religion so

as to cepture his sttentlion end his curlosity. « + »

T would be in position to prepare him to heer about
Christ. « o o OVery man must be made to feel a need
for a Savior before he will listen eagerly to the




gtory of Jesus. . . « MNMen seeks for understanding and
there 1s none to be found gmong men, Only God stends
to recelve His children,

Ihirteen per cent, or twenty, of the men advocated an

2

approach thal began dlrectly with the story of the Gospel 1t-

self, 1In other words, "begin immediately by talking sbout

Christs” Une man suggested opening a conversstion with o

Y

non=Christian with ths guestion: "Do you know who Jesus 1s?"
Then he continues:

whether you realize 1t or not, He has been with you
alwe s, He loves you; He even died for you . « « 80
that on Judgment Day, He might claim you for His Qwn,
And let me remind you that Judgment Day wlll cometl

ftnother of Gthe Seminarisns thought that the Gospel should pre-
cede, end lesd up to, the story of the Fall of Man:

If he, or she, knew nothing abcut Him, I would probsb-
ly begln with the Christmes Story of Jesus, s « No
doubt, a question would immediately arise in my friend's
mind, Why do we need a 3avior? Then I would tell
how God created man holy and blameless, But then Adam
snd Fve were tempted . « » and fell into sin, ¢« « o«
Lian] became an enemy of God, and to make us right
with God, God sent His son as our mediator. . . . The
purpose of His coming was to save us sinners from the
wrath of God,

"Do you go to Church? And if not, why nott" This ques-
tion for putting the non-Christian on the defensive, lnstead
of the believer, found fevor in the suggestion of- eighteen
(11 per cent). Here is a semple of that approach:

One of my first queries is to ask to what church 3r

denominetion they belong, If the answer is "gona ’

1'd immediately follow up with the question, "Do, or

did, you go to any church at all or ever attend ser-

vices anyplace?™ . . o My next step is to try to de-
termine why they don't g0 « o
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Vnen the enswer 1s falrly clear, then I try to show
them where the mistoeke 1s which they have made and
tell them what the Blble says sbout the matter,

Should the Chrlistian employ fear of damnation-after-

desth as a way of witnessing to the unbeliever? Ten of the

men affirmed thls approach, Because this is precisely one of
the important differences that exist among the various Christ-
fjan denomingtions--some advocating the hell-snd-brimstone
approach, while others prefer a type of wlitness thut calls l1lit-
tle or no cittention to & state elther of eternal desmmation or
sglvetion after the grave--we are including several of the ex-
cerpts submitted by the ¢ per cent of the First-year men who
favor ¢ religious spprosch that eims immediately at getting
the unbeliever to think in terms of heaven end hell, sccord-
ing to one of the essaylsts:

Vou do believe there is a God, don't you? Surely

the wonders of nature tell you thiss + « » Such a

philosophy [1. ., one of "eat, drink, and be merry?]

will lsad you Lo complebe destruction, as no man can

know when he will die. You mey die tomorrow, and

then where would you be: fThe only answer to thab

guestion is Hell., No human being on earth wagts to

go to Hell, the eternal place of suffering: The

only other alternative ls Heaven., Do you Xnow how

to get to Hesven?
inother man was short and straight to the point, In his opin-
fon: "I would tell him [the unbeliever] there is a life after
desth: one of rightecusness, and the other of damnation, " That
an effective spprosch demesnds that the non-Christien must
first of sgll become glarmed about the state of bils soul in

eternity, firds this expression from a Seminarian: "First
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you should tell him about hls soul and the fate that awaits

him if he does nothing that will preVGnﬁ damnation, , .

©
God has provided a way out,"

kine of the men (O per cent) suggested the "Bible ap-

e .

proech.” Toat 1s, they considered the most effective means

of wituess Lo be thabt in which the non-Christisn is directly
confronted wilth Seripbure and the ultimatums it declares for
men, .or one member of Lhe class, there sppeared to be no
need for any preliamlinery conditioning by a Coristian's own
1life, nor lor any argumentatlon for the validity of the Bible:

L1311 sPert from the beginning end try to explsin
God's plan to you.

Ve know of Cod and His plen for us through His wrlt-
ings, the ible, Every word in the Bible is fod's
revealed Word, therefore we must accept it ss true,
nly then can we begin to find out who God 1s snd what
His plen 1s,

Speeking to en iweginery non-Chrlstian, another “ipst-year
men attempbted Lo use the “Bible approszch® together with logi-
cal argumentation;

It's too bad you don't accept the Bible, It's also too
bad you haven't read more of the Bible., But don't you
think it very funny that & “od thet is inferested in
man end his affairs here on earth has secmingly failed
to make ulmself known to you and to mankind: If there
is no revesled truth of God here on earth, how do you
know therc 13 a God, or do you just talke someone else's
word for 1t¥ « o o Lf gou think that the almighty, all
wis: God who guldes snd controls all the world would re-
veal Hiuself in such a way thet Hls revelatlon would

be tampered and distorted by man, is not this degrading
God to such a level that He is no longer CGod but rather
a pitifully weak man?
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5till snother stated that the very nature of the Bible, with
its extreordinary cherscteristics as a Book, was sufficient
to prove i1tself as having divine origin:

ipeak about the characterlstics of books I may

I know of an unususl book., This book con-
roup of books written by different suthors
ent times, yet ecach book fits 1n with the

i ong book doean’t conbradict another
-opheales have been fulfilled end some ave
f0ulfilled. This book would live evan though
destroyed in the U, S, A., because our
;ion has encugh informastion about this bock

: the necessery informetion found in 1t, « .« .
12 reason theb this book is s0 unusual was that mere

31x of the men (4 per cent) placed little stock in logi-

cel end grgumentative approaches, Hor them, personal testi-

mony wes the answer. This i1s how one member of the claas
describes the testimonial method:

(¥inding that plein ergumentatlon sccomplished nothing]
I gtltempted to show him the error snd misconceptions
in his =ttitude toward religlon in e new way. Rabher
then antagonize him by direct repudiation of his be~
liefs, I told him sbout how I felt towerd religion;
wheot Jesus meens to me., I btried to replace cold facts

with compelling nerrative.
Personal testimony, in the words of one of the men, was the

most idexzl w:y to set the scens for the operation of the Holy

Spirit in the heart of the unbeliever:

I would went to keep ip mind beforehand that I should
Fot ER7 o ergus Si%h him in order to get him to be-

lieve in Christ. Who can argue sbout such happlness
end peace which I know I have in Christ? ¥elther willl
1 fecl it necessary to defend my faith end the Church,
a8 1t does not need o defense, All that 1s necessary
Cop me to do 1s to tell him of Christ and what Christ
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menns ﬁo 10, If this con be done in g wise way, the

ficly Chost will work in his heart angd he might beliieve,
"Since I ses that Christlanity has helped you to solve your
problems, then verheps, if I give it g chence, 1t will help
me with my problems.” That is the statement from = noen~Chris-
ien that the next writer we gquote hones to draw ocut of an
unbeliever, after giving witness that Christianity eccn effect-
ively come to the rescue of people in trouble, Giting the
factunl cuse of a girl whose problems were rocted in hep
broken home life, this seminarian, who hed been a counscl-
ing friend to her, reports:

time I wés no more experienced in the field
1zelism than L sm now, Bubt one method of

anpr 1 %o the problem seemed quite apparent, I
mysell had gone through many of the ssme harrowing
experiences just a short time vrevious. So I rela-
ted to her my difficnlties snd how I fsced them, in
the hope that she might reach the ssme conclusions
[che sather thereuw-on went into detail in his esssay
ceaeribing how Jhelist hed proved to be the solution
to his dilemmes].

Most ol the men expressed a regret that they weren't better
qualified in spproaching non-Christians with the Gospel,

And three of the men (2 per cent) were utterly baffled as

b0 how they would carryy out their witness, if an opvortune

octaislon should arise, One sbudent expressed his ilnsdeguacy

in no uncertsin terms:

I would certainly be much happler if this guesilon
were sddressed to you [f. e., Lo the instructor who
assigned the topic], and if I could sit back and
listen; and by listening acquire & suitable answer

to the Sople., But as it is, I'm stuck, and I frankly
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ctted dootor asked me, in time of ainknesii
do to cure me,

snother man wrebe that, for him, Chriatien wi;tng&"y- 1‘_1_3:- :
end foreign activity: '
This would be & difficult thing for me to d.g;, :sinGﬁ
carmot quobe many Bible passeges. Another thi

never hed an occasion to talk to a non—-Ghriatiian a'bmt :
religion. LETR '

on by the lrst-year men, we shall elso withhold any afml
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CHAPTER IV

FIRST-YEAR CLASS RELIGIOU3 ATTITUDE FINDINGS A4S
IRDICLTED IR THE ALLPORT 4TUDY OF VALUES AND IN

LEVIE'S STUDY OF S0CIAL ATTITUDES

~s shown in Teble I in Chapter II, page 19, the 4sl1lport

Study of Values wes emong the tests given to the elass when

it enrolled at Concordis Semingry., While the 2llport measures
dominant or idesl interests of personality in aix sreas, in
this study we are perticulerly interested in the "religious®
ares results.

it must be borne in mind, however, that illport, using
Spranger's types of men,l does not mean by "religlous" the
same definition that this present study employs for "Chris-
tian failth,"” The religious man, as understood in the Allport,
is one

e s o "whose mental structure is permanently direct-

ed ©o the ereation of the highest and absolutely satis-

fying vealue experience,” Some men of this type are

"imsanent mysties,® that is, they find in the affirma-
tion of life snd in active participation thereln

g, w, t1lport end ¥, E, Vernon, 4 Study of Values,
Egggg;;ég Di;ections (New York: Houghton HMifflin Co., 1931),
p' 8.
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thelr wreliglous experience, -~ Faust with hls zest

and enthuslasm sees something divine in every event,

The "trsnscendentel mystic" on the other hand sesks

to unlte himself with a higher re:2lity by wlthdraw-

ing from life; he 18 the ascetic, and like the holy

men of India, finds the experience of unity through

golf-denisl and meditation, In many individusls the

negation and effirmation °§ life slternate to yield

the greatest satisfaction,

In conbrast, our definition of Christisn fsith does not
imply & "transcendental mysticism,” nor does it sanction even
for g moment the withdrawing :nd essentlslly self-seeking
tgscetic," Rether, Christian faith shows itsclf in an objec-
tive (as well as = subjective) dependence upon God and in an
outgoing love for one's fellowman.é

Lovertheless, the Allport has some significsnce for the
religious ettitudes of the First-year clsss. In each of the
five spess 1t measures in addition to "religlous” (viz.,
Tgheoreticzl," "economle," "esthetis,” "social,” and "polit-
1eal"), the Allport indlcated that the Seminary group-average
was below that of the national norm, However, in the relipg-
ious srea, the Seminarians ranked far sbove the national com-
parison: an everage ccore of 47,50, or about 20 above the
usual mean of 27,96, Thus, using 4#1lport!s emplcyed defini-
tion of "religious," thé test score would seem to imply that

the Seminarisns do accord with the trait.of "unity® that All-

2Ibid., p. 10

SSupra, ppe 14, 15
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port ascribea to the "rellgious man®--i, e,, the sverage
First-yesr men, in comperison with the average college student,
"seeks to comprehend the cosmos as e whole, to relabe him-
self’ to its embracing totslity." In other words, the domin-
ant veluve that pervedes the Seminarian's thinking 13."relig-
ious.” fccording to the Allport, of that we may be certainil
It will remein for uvwe in the closing chapter of this study,
however, to conclude whether the "religion" of the Fipst-year
man accords or is ildentical, with the specific nature of
fiChristien feith,"

The sscond objective-type religious test sdministered %o

the Class was Levin's Social abtitude ﬁcale.4 Levin is inter-

egted in the influence of religious aiffiliastion upon social
attitudes, In his peragraph on the purpose of his study he
gtabes:

Qur problem i3 to determine the psycho-sociological
correlates, end, if possible, determinants of soecisl
etbitude: on a liberalism-conservatism scale, One of
the interesting factors of rerguson's study was that
modern imerican religious denominations were able to
be placed on & conbinuum ranging from most conserva-
tive to most libersl. It was our purposs tg confirm
this finding ond try to use larger samples,

For his study, Levin employs sceles derlved by Ferguson

and identified as three fectors: I, Humaniterianism, II, Re=-

4 D. I ng : " gonstructed for
Edwin D. Levin, "Social attitude scale,

use in g thesis for %he Department of Psychologys University
of illinois, 1950,

sIbidg’ Pg 10
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liglonism, III. Kationalism,

Vi B e | i ! ¥
Humenitarianism" measures attitudes toward war, capitel

punishment, s=nd treabtment of criminals,

"Religionisem” measuves atbitudes toward God, evolution,

snd birth control,

I e P %y F | s

"Hationelism” measures attitudes toward pstriotism, cen-
sorship, law, end communism,

he rellsbilities for the three factors are: I, ,85;
11 4903 III, .78,

The variasbles are as follows:

L, Humgniterlianismi liberal--unfavorable to war and
the harsh treatment of criminals

versus

conservative-~approval of war,
capltal punishment, and the
harsh treatment of criminals

II, Religionisms liberal=-belief in evolution gnd
birth control, and dlsbelisf 1n
the reality of God

versus

conservative-~disbellief ia evolu-
tion and birth control; and be=-
lief in the realilty of God

III, Netionallsm: liberal--~belief in communism and
attitudes unfavorable to law,
censorship, and patriotism

versus

conservative--disbelief ‘in commun-
ism and attitudes favorable to law,
censorship, end patriotism
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In order that the reader may see how the above three factors
are brought out in the 75 statements Levin employs in the
Socisl . bttitude Scale, we suggest abt thils point a perussl of
the 1tenm: in the Scale; a copy of which is included in the im-

medletely ensuing pages,
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SOCIZL ATTITUDE SCALE
Directiouns: Indicete your sgreement orp dissgreement with

the follow%ng statements by placing a + (agree) or a - (d1s-
agree) alb the appropriate place on the snswer sheet,

l, War is & futile struggle in self-destruction.

2« All crimi

Bt o zls are victims of circumstances and deserve
L0 be e

n
ped.,

So Cepltal punishment 1s a very definite deterrent to major
crimes,

4, Une way to deter men from crime is to meke them suffer.
5, War is heardly necessary in the modern world,

6o Sociely can deal with crime effectively without resort-
ing to capitsl punishment,

7o Only humene treatment cen cure criminels,

£
1

8s I don't bollieve in capital punishment but I'm not sure
it isn't necessary.

9: There is no conceivable jJuatification for war,
10, Correction is civilized; punishment is brutal,
11, Justice demands the punishment of criminals,

12, Cepital punishment may be wrong but it's the best preven-
tive to crime,

13, Correction is more effective than punishment in prevent-
ing crine,

14, TUnder some condibtions, war is necesssry to maintain jus-
tice,

15, GCapitel punishment should spply to other thsan murder
CaB8Es,

16, I think cepital punishment is necessery but I wish it
were not,.

17, ihere arec some arguments in favor of wers

18, Cepital punishment is the only adequate punishment for
marder.




34,
35,

36,
870

39,

71

Capital punishment gives the criminal whet he deserves,

Yo thinking individual ean believe in o piltal punishment
as 8 mobuoﬂ of preventing crime,

k]

On the whole, wars do the world some good,

ind a more eivilized way to prevent erime we
spltel punishment,

1t is hard to declide whether wars do more herm than gocd.
Capltal punishment is the most hideous practice of our
Ll 18

i bal punishment has never been effective in prevent-
(.-.A.J.le

lrn‘

My idee of God develops with experience,

I em qulte convinced of the rezlity of God,.
Oppositicn to evolubion is due simply to ignorance.
The ldea of God gives me ¢ sense of seocurity,

The evidences of evolution are unquestiongble.

I trust in CGod to support the right and condemn the wronge.

Birth control increases the happiness of marrled life,

There is much to be sald on both sides of the evolution
controversy.

The ides of CGod means much o me,

There is a far better way of explalning the working of
the world than to assume any Gode

We simply must have birth control.

I am beginning to think thet the theory of evolution mey
be right,

I haven't yet resched eny definite opinion about the ldea
of God,

The evolubtionary theory sounds logicel but I don't know
if it's true,.

e S wi e d i ke AR R
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41,

42,

43,

44,

45,

43,

50,

81,

82,
83,
b4,

72

or poor heslth,

I am not guite ready %o accept the doctrine of evolution,

1th in Cod 1s complete for "though he slsy me, yet
trust him,"

inti-evolubtion legisletlon is ridiculous in o civilized
nation,

We muast be cautlous in sceepting such & radical doetrine
as evolution,

The przctice of blrth control evedes men's duty to propa-

. 2%
gate the race,

The ldees of God are so confusing that I do not know what

to believe,

1 fluctunte between believing and denying the reelity of
God,

The biological demonstrations of evolutlion are beyond dls-

S
DU LE s

There should be no restriction whatever on the distribu-
tion of hirth control information,

If the Bivliecsl accounts conflict with the findings of
sclence, then the Bible must give way,

I beliecve that the United States if just e8 selfish as any
other nation.

Censorship is = gross violation of cur civil rights,
We hsve too meny laws,

gensorship is needed becguse people are unable to judge
for themselves,

I'm for my country, right or wrong,

ihe law is more than the enactments of Congress, it is a
sgcred institution,

I hsve great respect for the American people.
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60,
6l
62,

65,

(o
159
e
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67,
68,
69,
70,

71,

73,

74,

75,

79

Gensgrsnip might De warraanted if we could get some rea~
sonable censors,

I prefer Go be a celtizen of the world rather than of any
counterye

Yorkers c'n hardly be blamed for advocating communism,
Ifhe law is Ghe True embodiment of eternsl justice,

Uur natlonal morality is safeguarded by censorship,
mericans are & mixture of all natlonglitles and are
neither better nor worsec than the nationalities that go
into them, 3
The communista are on the right road,

dWhen I sec so muech corruption in the government of my
country, [ can't support it wholeheartedly.

ne should have complete frecdom of speech even for those
wno criticlze the law,

4obody hes eny right to dictate to me what I shall read.
ihis is in every way the greatest nation in the world,
Jensorship can never be justified in a free country.

If Hussia todey is a sample of how comnmnlsm works, we
don't want 1it.

Censorship is effective in raising moral and aesthetie
standerds.

Plays and movies should be censored, but the press should
be freec.

e should not reject communism until it had been given
¢ longer trial,

#e had better keep our eyes on Hussia for a while longer
before making up our minds about communism,

I donit know much about other countries but I'm satis-
fied with the U. 3.

R IR
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PERSOHAL Dallsa

(For Use With the Soceisl Atbitudes Sesle)
l. DSex,
2 Maritel Status.
3s {ges (round numbers)
4, Year In college. (circle year now earolled in)
5. Populaetion of home town,.
6, Hsbimated family income for 1949,

7. PFether's occupation,

<

8. ears completed of father's education,

(eircle highest
9s Years completed of mother's education. year completed)

10, dhat religlous denomination do you prefer?

11, In regard to this denumination, how would you rate your
feelings as to 1ts genersl practices and beliefs?

A B ] D B
Strongly Dissgree Indifferent Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree

12, What religlous group sponsored your Sunday Schocl trein-
ing?

13, Father's religious preference.
14, tother's relligious preference.

15, How much perticipation do you average in church activi-
ties? (includes worship, recreation, etc,)

A B (i D E

Unce a yesr iore. than Once g month Once s week Iore th:gk
or less Once & yoar once a w
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oeores of First-year len on

Levinl'sg Social attitudes Seale

“pble VI givea the individual scores, according to per-
gentile vruni, of the 183 Firsteyear ceminarians who were sub-
Jeets in the administration of Levin's Scale, To interpret

the gscores, the following explanation willl be helpful:

The colunmns headed "Haw 3Score (Conservative)™ and "Raw
Score (Libersl)}" indlcates that the attitudes are measured

on a continuum renging from most conservative to most liber-
el, with o high score being most conservative and a low score
being most libersl,

The "1," "I1," and "I1I1L," at the top of the table denote,
respecbively, the three varisbles measured: viz., "Humenitar-
ignism," "Religlonism," and "Hationalism." Thus, under "I"
are found all the percentile scores for "Hymani tarlani sm; "
under "II" are the percentile scores for "Religionisms" and

under "III," the percentile scores for “Hationalism.”
Table VII shows the average scoras of the class:
56,98 under "Humanitarianismj" 92,26 under “"Religionism;”
and 53,53 under "kabtlonalism," In addition, the table reveals

how the ‘oncordis men compared with students tested in flve
other schools: Ontaric, Loyola, Canterbury, Illinols Wesley=

an, end the University of Illinois.
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TABLE VI
"ERCENTILE RANE SCORES OF FIRST-YEAR MER

L S0CI4L ATTITUDES SCALE

Raw score T T “lm law Secore 1 II 1I1I
(Conservative) (Liberal)
110-103 99 49 53 23 45
107-105 98 A8 62 22 41
104103 o7 &7 49 20 38
102 96 46 7 19 36
102, 95 45 . 148 19 g
100 93 44 44 17 30
99 99 92 43 43 17 27
o8 9 91 42 42 16 24
a7 99 91 41 40 15 22
06 99 90 40 38 15 20
o5 99 88 . 39 LA
94 99 86 33 3 14 17
0% 00 84 37 JATEAY L
02 099 82 36 38 A% LTS
o1 g9 81 55 30 0 12 eaa
80 99 f B4 29 12 9
89 99 78 33 28 12 9
88 99 76 99 32 265017 9
87 98 95 99 31 24 10 9
86 98 72 99 30 23 9 7
25 98 70 99 ) 22 9 6
84 97 69 98 28 19 9 5
83 97 '~ 67 98 27 18 8 4
82 96 65 98 26 17 8 4
&1 06 63 98 25 16 8 3
80 05 62 98 24 12 7 2
79 94 60 98 23 13 6 2
7 93 59 97 22 12 5 2
i g2 875 o 21 i1 5 1
76 91 55 98 20 10 5 1
75 90 54 95 19 3 5
74 89 &2 95 18 ALY ]
7% 88 50 94 17 6 4
72 88 49 93 16 S s
71 86 47 92 15 4.0 0
70 as 46 91 14 3 3
8 82 44 28 13 3 &
67 81 42 87 ) 2 2 -
66 79 40 86 10-0 1 1
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TABLE VI (con'd,)

Raw 3core I iR el A Raw Score bR £ 2 K1)
(Conservative) (Libersl)
685 79 38 84
64 77 37 83
63 75 56 80
62 74 38 72
el 73 38 75
60 71 54 2
&2 69 KX 70
58 67 3L 68
57 635} 30 65
56 64 29 62
£5 +15) 29 60
54 o1 27 58
%) €0 26 56
52 59 295 52
51 59 24 49
50 HO 23 47

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY

.

S7. LOUIS, MO.




AVERAGE SCORES FOR VARIABLES I, II, II
IK THE 30CIal ATPITUDES P28 Y
School I i W I i i % 4 iy W i
Congordia 56,98 56,98 92.26 92.26 53,53 0D3.83 158 158
Ontario 46,47 47.05 43.79 59.24 BB.11 89.75 Sl.04 &l.l2 52,31 155 126 29
Loyola 57,96 657,93 68,13 | 20,72 8%.55 96.80C | 60,89 60.14 63,46 93 79" 3B
Canterbury 46,76 46,57 47,31 76,46 74,32 82,23 84,78 88,32 49,4% 50 37 13
L]
111, Wesleyan|46.76 49,78 43,33 | 69,00 66.68 70,92 51,08 48,392 53,12 101 49 52
I1llinols 50,84 45,84 Bl.71 W1.41 50,06 53_390 915 B068 305
H - iHen
W= Women
¥ - Tobal Number of Subjects’
¥ M - Total Number of ien Subjects
N W - Total Humber of VWomen Subjects




HAPTER ¥V
CONCLUSIONS
Sumsry

nis study wes undertsken for the purpose of determin-
ing--through & study of the religious attitudes of a2 first-
yeer class ot Concordls Seminary-~-the concept of Christian
feith most generslly held by the members of that class. Did
the First-7sor Class of 1949-1950 conceive of Christian felth
chlefly as intellectunal knowledge of, and assent to, what
are considerad to be Christlan historical facts? Or did the
Seminsrians concelve of faith as 1t is defined in this present
atudy, namely, thst faith is "the apprehending of Life from
God thét shows itself simultansously in two ways: 1) the de-
pendence cof the Chpistlan man upon Zod, and 2) the love of
that Chrisitian towasd his fellowmen, as it evidences itself
in g desire for service to themt"

In ordsy Lo lesrn which of the two above felth-concepis
prevailed among the membsrs of the class, the study employed
findings from three subjective essays wrliten by them (and des-
eribed in éhapter 1II) and two _objeqtive-éype religious atbi-
tude studies (the Allport and the soelsl Attitudes Scale, both
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desceribed in Chapter 1IV.)
Coneclusions

The es=ay and teat meterials both would seem to indicate
that the First-year men concelved of falth more ss correct
knowledge of the Chrilstian message, than as a simultaneous
dependesnce upon Cod snd desire to serve one's fellowman,

the Tactor of dependence upon God for salvaetion-- a
salvetlon wihilch they stressed as having significance chief-

ly for the sfter-iife--was quite evident from the essay mater-
lels submitiel by the men. Huch leas in svidence wes any prev-
alent indicatlon that faith also implied the simultaneous de-
8ire to show love through service to fellowmen, This may
suggest that the seminarians' view of the ministry as a voca-
tion i3 not one of service for the temporal lives of peopls,

gs well ez for thelr eternsl exist-nce, but 1s limited rather
to the latter,

Thus Table II, on page 22 ("Why I Want to Preach™) indi-
cates z sitron: desire on the part of the men to spread what
they regard os the saving and factual conbent of the Word of
fod, ‘he table further luplies that also reasons other than
soul-ssving loom large in their motivation for undertaking the
study of the minlstry, Chief emong these wes the role of
family environment in influencing the men to enter the Semin-

ery end the desire to command peraongl attention, In the easay
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meterials the men 2130 speclfied their awareneas of these
less desirable motivations snd expressei thelr hope of being
gble ©o supnlant them with more ideslistic motives. On the
other hand, the fourth strongest motivation was the desire o

serve others; howevsr, the.-men did not, to any appreclable

Al

degree, ldentlly thls desire for service as the product of

Jable 11I, on page 40 (Positive .ittitudes . s « In Re-
gard tc the leansz of Croce) would seem to 1lndicste a2 notable

- =}

lack in concelving falth as the apprehending of Life from God,
since only twenty-slght per cent of the men stebed that posi-
tive benefit of recelving "forgiveness, life, end salvation,®
Table IV, on page 47 (Negative asttitudes ¢ . » In Regard
to the Mecans of Crasce) summarized what is p?rhaps the most
thought~provoking naprt of the atudy, with its lmplicatlons

that for more than hslf the men the lieans of Grace have little,
1f any, conscious mesning,

Teble V, on page 56 ("How I would Tell a Hon-Christian
Friend :bout Jesus™) with 1ts heavy emphasis on the "logical
approsch," would indicate that the class regards faith as a
set of facts, end thet men ere converted to falth primarily
through the presentstion of facts, 1t bhe swme tine, however,
twenty-thres per cent of the c¢lass felt facts about religion
are of little velue until the life of a Christian has first

condltioned the non-Christian for readiness to listen to the




facbs. This life (Iin fairness to the men) might be sssumed

g8 belng the life that faelth produces.

The fllport study of Velues (Chapter IV) suggests that
the Seminesrigns are highly "religious™ in the sense that they \
relate themsclves, more theon dees the average college student,
bo the “embracing btotality™ of "the cosmos as & whole,™ This |
may be atiributed to the Dellef of Seminarians that the Crea- J
tor of the cosmos has acted for their own redemption, =nd that

therefore Lod contrels the universe in accord with His divine

plan {for those whom Le has redeemed; or, 1t may involve a con-
sciousness simg of God aa sll~-knowling or holy. xowever, the

o

illport hes no significance for a concept of veligiocus faith

as showing itsclf in oulb~going service Lo other men,

Cttitude sesle reveels bthab; amoag six

il

Bt v e
P i d o el n
Levin's SOoCis

e emm

schocls to which it has been edninistered, the Concordla group

scored 'mosh conscrveblve® of sll the male groups (Loyols
Women were Lirst) in "Religlonism.” That implies that the
First-year men were taongervative in their attitudes toward
God, evolution, and birth eontrol, Ia the Toumenitarisnism”
factor (messuping ettitudes toward war, capital punishment,

and breatment of eriminals), however, the Pipst-year Class

dropped to third place ln the "wost conseprvative” rating. This

nay SuSgent that Lhe attltude of the class towerd belief in

God 1s not matehed by a corresponding attibude of concern to-

ward men, in the way thabt our stabed concept of Christien
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faith implies,
tecommendations

ihis study hes mede no a tlempt %o go beyond genersl im-
plications Ln 10o concluslons, For the wrlter feels that the
very neturc of the malerlals used--particularly, the subject-
ive esvays——cananoi aveid belag "approximetions,” since there
is much Ghough® in the minds of the First-year men that doubt-
less wes not expressed in thelr essay:s, However, we do feel
the metecrlal bthat hes been clted ie sulfficient for meking
several reccmmendutlons at this point:

Thiis study of the vipst-year Ulasa of 1949-1980 should
be followed up wlith a similer type of abtudy made upon the
Bgme group, posslbly when the class resches 1ts last year at
the demlnery. 1L may be possible, then, to ascertain to what

xtent the religlous abtltudes of Seminarisns change in the
course of Iour yesrs of theologicel btraining,

it may be of some help to adminlstrstors znd ianstructors
of the preparatory schocls of the Lutheran Church - Missourl
Synod to peruse the contents of this study in order to note
whether their reapective inatitution iz successfully striving
to inculcete the most desirable religious attitudes. Hany of
the students whose opinions are expressed in these chespters

feel their preparatory training wes remiss in glving them a

genuinely spiritual q:ientation towerd life.




The excerpts quoted may also indicate that generally
apesking, »neoators would do well to further closer contact
between themsclves and any ministeriasl students they may have
in thelr congregsctiona, This could prove of velue in deepen-
ing the sniritnel inslghts of the students and ald them in
gequiring = concept of the ministry that more effectively in-

- o]

eludes the pelsting of Sceriptural facts to a dynamic Christ-

‘g 5 last recommendabion, we would suggest that this
study has divect implicetlons sluc for the theologicsl traln-
ing of the men while they are at the Seminsry, For Christ-
ian theolopy, concerned a3 it is with both Chrlstian know-
ledge snd Chriztisn life, hss the continuous task of thwart-
ing & compertmentalized approach toward the two. The effect-
ive witness of the Christian Church depends upon thab falth
which, apprehending the Life of Gedy shows itself to the world

as s unique Lrust in God and a3 an unmetehed selfless devotien

B A

for the unbuilding of men everywhere.
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