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they do not appear in force till after the twelfth century
B.C,." 37 The Americana agrees with Paton as to the
date, "It now is generally held that the Aramaeans moved
from northeast Arabia into Syria, Mlesopotamia, Assyria,
Babylonia, and beyond the Tigris, 1500 B.C." 8

The Arameseans moved up along the Euphrates and its
tributaries, They overran the Babylonian and Chaldaean
plains penetrating northern Mesopotamia, By ca. 1350
BeCe they had gone as fa® as Haran eand as far as Charche-
mish and then over into Damascus and up to Zobeh as far as
Hamath on the Orontes, 39

Wihat factors influenced the Aramaeans to leave their
homeland? There are three factors whioch caused their mi-
grations, In the first place, the Aremaeans were living
at a time when it seems that the nations and peoples of
antiquity were in a state of flux, It appears that the _
peoples had not found the homeland fitted for their racial
characteristios and their economic interests, In the se=-
cond place, some of the districts were over populated,
Pressure was thereby exerted on the less powerful and less
numerous peoples to move, Lastly, the Amorite empire had
decayed and could no longer put up the resistance needed
to stem the oncomins Aremeseen tide, A factor that hastened

37e 9 oF JMoCurdy , “Aramﬁ':?_igi olt, iagx.). L6=47.

38, "Aramaneans," op. ci » De
39« Kraelinign!' g&. cit,, PPs 18=-19, On these pages
S

Kraeling prese is arguments in favor of the above date,
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the Amorite disintegration wes the Hittite invesion from
the north, Thus it is not too unnatural thet we f£ind the

Aramaeans on the move. .
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e Their Settlements in Aram-Nzharaim.

In the preceding chapter reference has besen made to
some of the settlements of the Aramaeans, &0 The first
major stop of the Aramaeans was at Ur., Scattered every-
where on the Chaldaean plain were smell groups of Aramsean
settlements. As they trevelled up the Euphrates, they
established such cities as Hindan and Tirq-Sirqu, just
below the confluence of the Habur and Fuphrates., Leav-
ing the Euphrates at this point a large group of the
Aremaeans made thelr way up the Habur and its tributaries
and settled in the old Amorite town of Haren., Harsn be=.
cane the great center of Arameean culture in that part of
the Aramsean empire or world known to the Greeks as Meso-
potamia and to the Hebrews as Aram-Naharaim (Aram of the
Two Rivers).

It is almost universally eccepted that Naharaim is
a dual., However, even this general interpretstion is
contested. Ihe Encyclopaedia Biblica says that the term
Noharaim es a "dual (the tw; rivers) is extremely doubt=-

e Meyer, Mnsllér, and Moore concur with Barton in

ful,"”
the opinion that "the Hebrew dual is fictitious. If
plural, it was no doubt the country called by the Egyptian

'Nahrin' an Arameic name, meaning the land of the rivers.

~ 40, CLe Pe ke
4le Hope W. Hoge, “Aram-Naharatm," Ennzploggedia
Biblica, I, col. 287.
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It embraced a considerable extent on both sides of the
Euphrates, extending east as far as the Tigris and west
to the Orontes, running south not only to Hamath, but to
Kadesh," b2

Nor have scholars and 0ld Testement students been
able to agree on the location and extent of the territory
designated in Hebrew as, Aram-Naharaim. It may be that
this term is used in a general way. The writer in the
Encyclopaedia Biblica says, "It need not, therefore, have
been used with a very great definiteness (cf. the ancient
names /7 df{ A Ho7au ‘5 Poly. v. 69; and the modern
Riviera); and the insoriptions, in fact bear this out." 43
Eadie,** MoOurdy-, 45 and Simon Cohen *° 1aentify Arem-
Neharaim with Mesopotamia or the land lying between the
two great rivers, the Tigris and Euphrates., The author of
the article on Aram—Nahar.aim in The Popular and Critical
Bible Encyclopaedia 1is inclined to agree with the for-
going but adds a qualifying statement as to the extent of
Aram-Neharaim. "The rivers which enclose Mesopotamia are
the Euphrates on the west a_nd the Tigris on the East; but

it is doubtful whether the Aram-Naharaim of Scripture embraces

L2. Geor -ge A. Barton, "Aram," The Jewish Encyclopaedia,

II, pp. 64
’43. Hope W. Hogg, "Aram=-Naharaim," op. cit., I, col.

28
71.&.. Bi'bl!.oal Encyoclopaed Pe 40,
45- . 3?, s “Igan,% 'l‘he Jewish Encyclopaedia, II

. 6h-66.
= 4L6. Simon Cohen, "Aram,"” The Universal Jewish Encyclo-

pedia, I, 448-450.




the whole tract or only the northern portion of it.
(Compe Gen. 254:103 Deut. 23:4; Judges 3318)" 47
Within this school are also men like Mueller and
McCurdy who believe in making Aram-Naharaim a lerge come
prehensive district. The following quotation is represent-
ative of this group, "But though the distﬂct now enumerated
be the only one expressly m in the Bible as belonsing
to Aram, there is no doubt that many more territories were
included in thet extensive region, e.z., Geshur, Arpad,
ful, Ribleh, Tadmer, Hauran, Abilene, etc. though some
of them may have formed part of the division already spe-
cified.m 48
The Egyptian insoriptions do not help to solve the

problem, On the monmuments the word "Nahrina" is found, In
the Tel el-Amarna teblets it appears as "Nahrima", Both
terms are translated "land of the rivers.”™ But since they
are not further defined, the question remains what lands
end what rivers are meant? Many scholars try to identify
the Hebrew Aram-Naharaim with the "Nahrima"™ and "Nahrina",
Others do not believe that these terms are synonymous,
Adans, ©.8s, sa.ys.

It is obvious, however, that the expression refers

to the two rivers, par excellence, the Euphrates

and the Tigris, ) Q7 is entirely possible, of course,

that the Nahrina of the Zgyptian texts referred

primarily to the western Euphratean area 500years

after Abraham, but that does not prove that the Na--
m of the 014 Testament pabrierchal period was

. el Fallows, "Aram," Op, Cit., L, Ps 139
48. Ibid., Dps 137-138, = =
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Others hold that the rivers in question are not the
Euphrates and Tigris. They believe that Aram-Nasharaim
comprised the land lying between the Balikh and Orontes
rivers. This view has found favor with Kraeling, Mas-
pero, Schrader, HMacker, and others.
Another school "interprets Naharaim as a locative of
the singular 'Arem on the Euphrates' and refers it to the

« 50 Thié view is favor=-

region of the Osroene with Haran.
ed by lMeyer and Haupt.

McCurdy, advocates that Naharaim is the country
"east of the middle of Euphrates as far as the river
Habor." 51 .

The best, clearest, and most convinecing discussion
of the entire subject is found in the recent book by
J. lickee Adams, Biblical Backgrounds. He presents the
following considerations., From the story regarding the
mission of Eliezer several points help to establish the
identification of Aram-Naharaim, Gen. 24. Abraham sent
Eliezer to his country, kindred, and his father's house
Gen, 24: L and 40. "The location of these paternal con-
nections is further identified as in Aram-Naharaim and in
the city of Nahor." 2> Gen. 24:10, Gen. 11:31,32, and
—m;:-li::; ,AE_EETB e E__'F'%%I;?Ek ounds, P. 46.

51. J.F.HcCurdy, "Arem,” op. ¢it., Dpe 46-47.
52. Adm' OP. 2’_-!:0_. Pe 47,
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- Gen, 24:15 & 29 fix Haran as the future home of Terah

and Nahor and fix it as the actual residence, Gen. 31:
21 places the city of Haran east of the Euphrates, be-
cause of the Biblical statement, "And Jacob passed over
the river, and set his face toward the Mount Gllead."

Commenting on this passage Aflams explains, "This can

nmean nothing except a western passage over the Buphrates."sB

Haran was located in Aram-Naharaim, on the eastern side
of the Euphrates.
To the whole of this area as far as the Tigris we
apply the term Northern Mesopotamia, meaning by
that the 0ld Testament Aram-Naharaim with which it
was practically co-extensive. The author of Judges
supports this in the narrative describing Chus=-
shanrishathaim's relations with Israel when he uses

Aram and Aram-Naharaim to refer to this Mesopo=-
tamian sector,” 54

dJud., 3:8,10 tells us that Baleem halled from this ter-
ritory, (Num,22:5; 23:7. of. Gen. 29:1; Hos. 12: 12.)
Adams claims that the district was also known as Padan
Arem, (Gen. 25:20; 28:6,7; 31:18; 35:9; 46:115.) His final
conclusion is this, "The earliest alluslons to Aram,
Aram-Naheraim, or Padan Aram, refer primarily if not
exclusively, to the upper Mesopotamian territory lying

' {mmedietely south of the Taurus-- Masius mountains and

extending for approximately two hundred miles to the
Khabur river." 35 Whdher Padan-Aram and Aram-Naharaim
are synonymous terms will be discussed later,

53. ibld, D. ‘lr'ﬁ
5k %.: Do 47
55. )LUe p pP-lp?‘ll-Bo

P ———
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After settling at Haran many of the Aramaeans radi-
eated in all directions., Pushing westward they overran
the Hauran and the territory around Damascué. By the
vear 900 B.C. they had established themselves as sole
rulers in Bit-Adini, (Behh-Eden), Geshir, Damascus, Hamath,
iaachah, (Abel Beth-Maachah), Rehob, (Beth-Rehob,) Tob;
Zobah., Their influence was also felt at such places as:
Carchemish, Arped, Hul, Gurgum, Gue, and other districts,.

Since there 1s some dispute as t; the location and iden-
tificetion of some of these places, (Hamath, Zobah, etc.)
a brief discussion will take place as they come into con-
tact with the progenitors of Israsel and the later history
of the Twelve Tribes.

Ty VI ——
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5. The Aramsean People - mode of
living, religion, political

orgenization, etc,

While it is true that comparatively little material
is at hend on the religion and the social and politicel
structure of the Arameeans, some information can be glean-
ed.

It seems that from earliest times the Arameseans were
mede up of a number of tribes. Prominent among the tribés
were the Ahlame, the Suti, and the Kalde, Kraeling reokons
the Suti as "the vanguard" of the Aramaean tribes., About
the fourteenth century the Ahlame outstripped the Suti in
importance and strength. It is believed that the Ahlame
were assimilated and that the "seme root (Ahlame) appears
also in the name Hilimmu, a later Aramaean tribe.(MVAG
XT 226)" 5 The Kalde settled along the lower Euphrates
and were later known as the Chaldaeans., Ethnically the
Ahleme, the Suti, and the Kalde were related.

It seems that the Aremaeans in their early history
were not very well -organized politically. According to
an 1n;scr1ption of Tiglath-Pileser III and an inscription
of éennaoherib (705-681) there were dwelling in and about
the royal cities, Aremaean tribes who were nomadic or
semi-nomadioc. 57 If it is true that some were nomads

at that late date, it can be inferred that most of the
530 Kraeling, Oope Clt, ..Pm.

57. Theodor NSldeke, "Arem," op. oit., I, cols. 276-280.

ey L ———— T @ 1 T 1T
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early tribes were principally nomads,

A number of years ago some inscriptions were found
which describe an Assyrian census of the seventh century.
A part oﬂbhis census is devoted to the territory in and
around Heran. Y/e can use it to dsscribe the Haran of pre-
ceeding canturies, since it is likely that they never re-
belled against Assyrigsand nmost likely there were similar
condltions at the time of Abrahem, Isaac, and Jacob,
According to these insoriptions, Haran was a principelity

with several smaller governmental units called "qani,"
{(cf. our townships,) Clustered ebout Haran was a group of
villeges end towns, The appearances are that early Ara-
maeans brought with them primitive Arabian customs, auong
wihich was the patriarchate.

When the Aramaean center of oulture was transferred
from Haran to Danascus, we find that a number of strong
Aramaean kingdoms had developed. There were the kingdoms
of Hamath, Sem'al, Bit Adini, Zobah, and Damascus, the
latter being by far the largest and most powerful, The
writer in the. Encyclopaedia Biblica makes this pertinent

observation,

Though at several perlods the whole, or the greater
part, of the Arsmaean nation has been subject to a
singie Toreign powver, the Aramaeans have never formed
an independent pol:ltfcal unity; in fact, so far as we
know there has never existed a state comprehending
the Aramaeens of the main part of Syria or of Heso=-

58, Kraoling says, "But the fact that the Arsmaeans
were never disturbed in Harran after the time of Tiglath-
pllesor I as in regions further west, for the simple reason
that they never rebelled against Assyria, leads us to be-
lieve that the conditions of later days correspond fairly
to those of the patriarchiael period." op. cit., P.25.
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potamia proper, to the exclusion of other races."

From earliest times the Aramaeans were a nomadic
people., But as they settled down, they became an agri-
cultural people. That fact is borne out in the Hgran cen-
sus. The census contains a number of counts such as the
count of the' vineyards, herds of sheep, goats, and camels,
The farms were also reckoned., However, the later Ara=- \
maeans were not principally farmers, but were merchants
and were very active as traders, especlally the Aramaeans s
of Damascus and environs. Damascus waw very fortunately
situated for trade, since many of the caravan routes of
that day had to pass thru ﬁmscus going from the Mediter-
ranean Sea to Babylon, Nineveh, and other great metropitises
of the then known world.

The Aramaeans were not an irreligious peopls, for-
their own and other inscriptions reveal that they had
quite a catalogue of gods. Their deities bear a great
resemblance to those of the Babylonians. The chief god
of the Arameseans was Hadad, the Storm-god, (also known as
Aded and Addu). Hadad "can always be recognized by the
fact that he is represented with the bull or that he is
mentioned along with his consort Atargatis.” 60 Atarga=-
tis is a compaund of thé goddess Atar with the Syrian
Ati. "She was representéd with her head surrounded with
—59. Theodor NB8ldeke, "Aram," op. cit. if cols. 276-280.

60. Frederic Macler, "Syrians," Encyclopaedis of Religion
and Ethics, BIT, pp. 164-167.




rays, The symbol of Atargatis was composed of the cres-
cent moon 1in ceonjuncture with the solar disk," &1 Thelr
principnal seet was Hellopolis and then Desmascus. The
farmers were want o worship Hadad as the "protector

zod of the harvest,." 62 Bar-iadad vith his father end
mother form a triad known as the "dii Syria." Of th:l's
lindad cult iacler writes, "In time his ocult beceme con-
fused with that of the sun; his head was thus ornamented
with rays; this identification is particularly noticeable
in lHeliopolis (Baalbek), where the cult of iadad and that
of the sun are one and the same,” 63 The Hadad cult ex-
tsnded as far north as Senjirli where in 800 8.C. a statue
was found dedicated to Hadad by King Panammu with an Ara-
meean inscription. Among the many minor gods of the Ara-
macens were Rimmon of II Ki. 5:18, the air-god (who also
wont by the name of ladad-Rimmon Zech. 12:11 and was Tre-
lated to the Assyrian god Rarman), Resheph, the fird god,
41, Shamas, Or, Rekebel (or Rekub-el "which may possibly
denotie the *chariot of El.' "), L The kings of Damascus
and Zobah bors éheopnorous names viz,, Ben-Hadad I, II,
Tebrimmon, and iHazael,

But at Heran a different cult was predominant, that
of the moon-gzod Sin (Assyrien Yoon-god) which was also very
proainent at Ur, the originel home of Abraham. It seems
thet for some reason the moon=-gzod Sin never gained a great
following out _side of iaran as such.

6 : rsh%d.. IIf Poiggso

63. xII Pe 165.

64 A.ﬁ.Sayoe, "Arem, Araemaeans," op. cit., I, pp. 138,137
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C. "he Arameean Contacts with the Patriarchs.
l. Abrahem's Sojourn at Haran.

In Gen, 11l: 31=12:5 we are told that Abrsham So-
journed &t Hsren in Aram-Neharaim on his way to Cansan.
deran (also called Charan) is e very ancient city possibly
as old as'Damascus. A% any rate it can be seen from Gen,
11:31, that Haren was a well-established city at the time
of Abrsham's migration. Some have held that Haran derived
its name from Haran the brother of Abraham and Nahor. Bubt
this would hardly he the case because Haran had already
died in Ur of the Chaldees. Barton is of the opinion that
Haran was possibly en ancient Mitannian ecity, since the
Mitannian empire was known to have extended that far at
one time. 5 The word Haren as Adams points out "signi-
fies 'road' in the old language of Chaldaea, and for many
ages the armies and merchants of Babylonia had halted
there when meking their way towards the ilediterranean.”

As to Haran's antiquity and infiuence I would like to ocite
a quotation from the Universal Jewish Encyclopeedia, "Haran
was an ancient and importent commercial city, with a his-
tory extending back at least as far as 2,000 B.CE, where

it is mentioned in Assyrian documents from Cappadocia.™ 67

65. George A. Barton, Archaeology and the Bible, p.77
66, Ibid., Pel5e ¥
67. Tsarc Landman, editor "Haran", op. eit., V, p. 213.
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The Haran cemsus, described in the preceding chapte::,
gave us an approximate plcture of life at that time, In
Gen. 24:10 Haran is referred to as "the city of Nahor."
Bethuel and Laban also resided there.

In connection with Abraham's stay in Haran, this
question might arise, "Was Abraham himself an Aramaean?"
Without a doubt Abraham was of Aremsean extraction. Adams
says, "The 0ld Testement evidences supported by the inde-
pendency of sccular literature, Justifies us in holding
that there was such a person, (Abreham) that he wes an Ara-

maean or Amorite." 68

It is true that nowhere in the
Bible is Abrehem called an Aremsean, 7 but in Gen. 25;
20 we read, "And Iseac was forty years ol& when he took
Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian(Ara- !
maean)." In the passage quoted Abraham®s close rediztives ase
cakled Aremseans. Then in Gen. 24:L Abrahem refers
to Aram-Nahareim as his country and to his relatives as
his kindred. In Gen. 12:1 Abraham was told to emigrate
from his eountry, kindred, and father's house. From these
passages cited it appears possible to draw the conclusion
that Abraham was an Aramaean and not an Amorite. Nowhere
in the Bible is Abraham's family identified as being
Amorites. G.D. Malech commends Abrahem's Aramaic lineage.

O K ppseinys mons ATgLams Tooorts sad 4, Jijle, 3,220
remark by Kraeling, "We must assume therefore that Abraham
migrated from Haran to Palestine before the neme (Aremaean®

became applied to the gwoup to which he belonged." op. ecit.,
P. 32, )




