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3. 'l'he Aramaean 141grations. 

Just when the Aramaeans started to immigrate to the 

territory in ,vhich we later find them ls not known. :rt 

seems that their migrations began in the third m111en1um.. 

First there y,ere tiny streams which then resul.ted 1n mighty 

swollen rivers of humanity. Paton gives the date of 2230 

B .c. for these fir st wanderings of the Aramaeans. "lfe 

know however., from recent archaeo1og1ca1 discovery 'bhat the 

Aramaean migration did occur as earl.7 as 2230 B.c., the · 

date to which Abram must be assigned by his synchronism 

vii th Kbermm>.ra bl." 34 But it is generail.y' agreed that the 

Aramaean migration reached 1 ts :tull. strength between the · 

years ~500-1300 B.c. Paton c1aims it was at its height at 

1500 B.C. 35 Barton c1aims that records of the Aramaean · · 

migrations are preserved for us in-thej ins~r1pt1ons of 

Shalmaneser J: of Assyr~a and Rameses II of Egypt. 36 
McCurdy in A Standard B1b1a Dictionan sheds some 1ight 

on the time by saying, "Yet they ware also found in 1arge 

numbers as a pastora1 peop~e on both sides of the 'l'igris 

till the 1atest Baby1onlan times. West or the Euphrates 

34. Paton, ,sm. cit. , p. 39. In giving this date as an 
approximation or tlie".Aramaean migration, it woU1d be wall 
to bear in mind that Paton I s conoeption or the te:im. Ara­
maean, em.braoes· more than just what wa· understand by the 
term Aramaean. J:n-using 1 t in the wider sense it ino1udea 
Bdomites, Moabitas, and others.---Today scholars fis 
the time of 'Kbaun11rabi muoh 1ater, ca. 1800 B.C. 

35. Zld.4,J. p. 7. 
36. Geo. Barton, Archaeo1oq m, ,:!i!!!. Bib1e, P• 113. 



they do not appear in f'oroe till af'ter the 'twelfth oantury. 

B .c." 37 ~ .Amerioana agrees with Paton as to the 

date. "It now is generally held that the Aramaeans moved 

from northeast Arabia into Syria, ~sopotami a, Assyria, 

Babylonia, and beyond the Tigris, 1500 e.c.• 38 

The Aramaeans moved up along the E~pbratas and its 

trl butaries. They overran. the Babylonian and Obaldaean. 

plains penetrating northern llasopotamta. By oa. 1350 

a.c. they had gone as f'BB as Haran and as f'ar as Charohe­

mish and then ovRr into Damasous and up to Zobeh as f'ar as 

Hamath on the Orontes. 39 

What f'aotors inf'luenoed the Aramaeana to leave their 

homeland? There are three f'aotors wh1oh caused their mi­

gr ations. In the f'irst plaoe, 'the Aramaeans were living 

at a time when it seams that the natiomi and peoples of' 

antiquity ware in a state of' f'lux. It appears that the 

peoples had not round the homeland f'itted f'or their raoill: 

oharaoterlstlos and 'their eaonom1o interests. In the se­

cond place, so1a.e of' the dlstrlata ware over populated. 

PreBBura was thereby aerted on the leas powar:tul and leas 

numerous peoples to move. Lastly, the Amorita empire bad 

decayed and oou14 no lonBar J>Ut up the realstanae needed 

to stem. ~he onooml~ Aramaaan tide. A f'aotor that hastened 

37. I .f.iodur~ , 1Ar1.g" !m• iii•! PP• 46-47• 
38. •.Aramaeana,11 J!:2• o .,-n, P• 32. 
39. Kraellng1 .ml• oit., PP• 18-19. On these pages 

Kraaling preaam;snta arguments ln f'awr of' the abon date. 



t he Amorita disintegration WB3 t he Hittite invasion from 

·the north. Thus it is no"t too unnatural that we f'ind the 

Aramaeans on the nova. 
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4. Their Settlements in Aram-Naharaim. 

In the preceding chapter referenoe has been made to 

some of the settlements of the Aramaeans. 40 '!'he firs"t • 

major stop of 1ihe Arams.eans was at Ur. Scattered eirery­

"1.¥here on the Chaldaean plain "Yrere small groups of' Ara.._"laean 

settlements. J~s they- travelled up the Euphrates• they 

established such cities as Hindan and T1rq-S1rqu, just . 

'below· the confluence of the Ha bur and Euphrates. Leav­

i ng the Euphrates o:t this point a large group o't the 

Aremaea11s made their way up the Habu.r an~ °i"ts tributaries 

and settled in the old Amorita town of' Haran. Haran be-. 

came the great center of Aremaean culture in' that part of'_ 

the Aremaean empire or world known to the Greeks as Veso­

potemia and to the .Hebrews as Aram-Naharaim (Aram of the 

'l'Wo Riv!trs ). 

It is almost un1versal1y aooepted that Naharaim ls 

a dual. Hcnrever9 even this genera1 interpretation is 

contested. ~ Encyclopaedia Bl blloa says that the tem. 

t{aharaim as a "dual (the 'two rivers) is extremely doubt­

:f'lll. n 41 Meyer• lfuell~r 9, and f!oore oonou:r w1 th Barton in 

the opinion tha't nthe Hebrew dual ls f'1ot1t1ous. If 

pl111•al, 1 t was no doubt the oountry oalled• by the Egyptian 

'Nahrin' an Aramaic name, meaning the land of the :rivers. 

4,0. cf. P• 14. 
41. Hope ·7. Hoge, "Aram-Naharalm.," Eno7olopaedia 

Bib11ca9 -I. col. 287. . 
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It embraced a considerable extent on both aides ot the 

Euphrates I extending east as tar as the Tigris and west 

to the Orontes I running south not onl.y to Hams.th, but to 

Xadesh." 42 

Nor have scholars and 01d Testament students been 
' 

able to agree on the location and extent ot the territory 

designated in Hebrew as, Aram-Haharaim. It may be that 

this term. is used in a genera1 way. The writer In the 

Encyclopaedia Biblica says, "It need not, therefor&, have 

been used with a very great definiteness (ot. the ancien:t 
( 

names n J. .( .>. N ° 1 il .,c.c , ._ Poly. T. 69; and the modern 

Riviera); and the inscriptions, in taot bear this out." 43 

Eadie, 44, MoOurclAy·, 4' and Simon Cohen 46 identitj' Arm­

Naharaim with Mesopotamia or the land lying between the 

two great rivers, the Tigris and Buphrates. The author ot 

the article on Ar8Jll-Bahara1m in 1h!, Popular !!I! Crit1oa1 

Bible Enc7olopaedia is inclined to agree with the for­

going but adds a qualifying statement as to the extent ot 

Aram-Haharaim. "The riTers which enclose Mesopotamia are 

the Euphrates on the west a~d the Tigris on the Bast; but 

it is doubtful whether the A:ram-Haharaim ot Scripture am.braces 

42. George A. Barton, "lrmii,1 The Jewf.ah Bno7olopaedia, 
II, PP• 61,.-66. 

43. Hope W. Bogg, "Arul•Baharaim," !!P.• olt., J:, ool. 
2s7. . 

44• Bibl~fu Bno7olfl!aeA1,a p • 40 • · 
45 • 1 .f .uri>}f, ~-: ,he Jew18h Kno7olopaedia, IX, 

pp. 64-66. 
46. Simon Cohen, ".A:raa," !!I!. Un1nraa1 Jewi.sh BDOY01o­

pedla, I, 4,48-450 • 
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the whol e tract or only the northern portion of 1t. 

(Oolnp. Gen. 2Z.:10; Deut. 2314.; Judges 318)• Z.7 

Within this sohool are also men like Mueller and 

MoCurdy who believe 1n mak1D6 Aran-Nabaraim a large com­

pr ehensive district. The tollmrl.ng quotation 1s repreoent­

ati ve of this gl.9oup, "But -,;hou6)l the district now enu."l'lerated 

be the only. one expressly n~d in the Bible as belonP,1.ng 

to llrem, t \1,ere is no doubt that many more tetTitor ies ware 

i ncluded in. that extensive region, e.g., Geshur, Arpaci , 

1-!ul, BS.blah, Tadmar, Hauran, Abilene, eto. though some 

of t hem may have formed part ot the division already spe­

cif'ied." "-8 

Tl1e EBYJ)tian inaoript19ns do not help. to solve the 

problem. On the monuments the word "Nahrina" is found. In 

tho Tel el-Amarna tablets 1t appears as "H~!ma"• Both 

terms are translated "land ot the rivers." But since they 

are not further defined, the question remains what lands 

and what rivers are meant? Many scholars tey to identify 

the Hebrew Aram-Nabaralm with the "lfahrlma" and "N'ahrina". 

, . Others do not believe that these terms are synonymous• 

Adams, e.g., says, 

It is obYlous, hownar, that the expression raters 
to the two rivers par exoellenoe, the Euphrates 
and 'the Tiana. f1; la entirelj' po■aible, ot oourae, 
that the lfabrlna ot the 3RJl)'tlan tens reterN4 
pri!llal"ily to 1ihe western Kuphratean area 50el,ears 
attar Abraham, but that does not proye tha't 'the Ha-­
fuiralm ot the 014 Ta111iB1Un1i pldn:'iarahal period was 

41. saiiuai fallows._ "ham,• SJ!• oii., :t, P• 139 
48. Ibid., PP• 137-138. 



the aame. Indeed it ls likely that the Egyptians 
knew nothing about the Tigris. 49 

others hold that the rivers in question are not the 

Euphrates and Tigris. They believe that Aram-Naharaim 

com.prised th~ lend lying between the Bal1kh and Oron~es 

rivers. This view baa found favor with Kraaling, Has­

pero, Schrader, Maclbr, and others • . 
Another sohool "interprets Naharaim as a locative of' 

the singular 'Aram on the Euphrates' and ref'e~ it to the 

region of' the Osroene w1 th Haran." 50 This vi8\Y is favor­

ed by Meyer and Haupt. 

MoCurdy I advocates that Naharaim is the country 

"east of' the middle of' Euphrates as f'ar as the river 

Habor." 51 

The best, clearest, and most comrinoing disousslon 

of' the entire subject is found in the recent book by 

J. Mckee Adema I Biblical Baokgrounds. Be presents the 

f'ollOlving considerations. From the story regardiq the 

mission of' Eliezer several points help to establish the 

identlf'ioatlon of' Aram-Naharaim, Gen. 24. Abraham sent 

Ellezer to his country, kindred, and his father's house 

Gen. 24: 4 and 40. "The location of' these paternal con­

nections is further identlf'led as in Aram-Naharaim and in 

the olty of' Nahor." 52 Gen. 24:101 Gen. 11:311 32 1 and 

49. i. 14okee Adams, B1biloai Baokg:rounds, P• 4,6. 
50. ltraeling, ~• cit. P• 2i. 
51. J' .::r.11ocurc1y1 "Aram," .m!• cit., pp. 46-47. 
52. Aclallls, ..22• ill• P• 47. 



oen. 24:15 & 29 f'ix Baran as the :tutu.re home of' Terah 

and Nahor and f'ix it as the aotual residenoe. Oen. 31: 

21 plaoes the oity of' Baran east of' the Euphrates, be­

oause of' the Biblioal ata,ement, "And Jaoob passed over 

the ·nver, and set his f'aoe toward the Mount Gilead." 

Commenting on this passage A•amA explains, "This oan 

mean nothing exoept a western pasaase over the Buphratea.n53 

Haran was looated in Aram-Naharaim, on the eastern aide 

of the Euphrates. 

To the whol.e of this area as f'ar as the Tigris we 
apply the term Northern Mesopotamia, meaning b7 
that the Old Testament Aram-Naharaim with whioh it 
was praotioal.l.7 oo-extens1ve. The author of' Judges 

supports this in the narrati Te desori bing Chu.~ 
shanrishathaim'a relations with Israel. when he uses 
Aram and Aram-Naharaim to ref'er to this :Mesopo­
tamian aeotor. ·· 54 

Jud. 3:8,l.O tells us that Ba1aam hailed f'ram this ter­

ritory.(Num.22:5; 23:7. of'. Gen. 29:l; Hoa. 12: 12.) 

Adams claims that the distriot was also knoWn as Padan 

Aram.(Oen. 25:20; 28:6,7; 31:l.8; 35:9; 46:15.) · Bis f'inal 

oonolusion is this, "The earliest allusions to Aram, 

Aram~Naharaim, or Paden Aram.1 ref'er primarily if' not 

exol.usivel.y, to the upper Mesopotamian territory lying 

immediately south of the Taurus-- lla.sius mountains and 

u:tending tor approximately two hundred, miles to the 

Khabur river." 55 Whdb.er Padan-Aram and Aram-Baharaim 

are synonymous terms will be diaouaaed later. 

53. ftiil., P• 47. 
54■ mt'.• P• 47 
55• t,;11., PP ■47-48. 
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After settling at Baran J118DY or the AramaeBDB radi­

ated in all directions. Pushing waitward they overran 

the Bau.ran and the territory around Damascus. By the 

year 900 B.C. they had established themselves as sole 

rulers in Bi t-Adini, (Betih~dan) , Geshir, Damascus, Bamath, 

i'ilaacllah, (Abe;L Beth-Jlaaohah) • Rehob, (Beth-Rehob,) Tob, 

Zobah. T,heir 1Df'luenoe was also rel t at auoh places as: 

Carohem1sh, Arpad, Hul, Gurgum, Q.u.e, and other districts. .. ( 

Since there 1s some dispute as to the location and iden-

t!fioation of some of .these places, (Hamath, Zo~ah, etc.) 

a brief discussion will take place as they c~ into con­

tact with the progenitors of Is~ael an.cl ~he later history 

of the Twelve Tribes. 



5. '!he Aramaean People - mode of' 

11-rlng, religion, pol1't1oal 
-~ 
organ1za't1on, e'to. 

While i't is 'true 'that oomparat1vely lit'tle materia1 

is at hand on the religion and the sooial and poli'tioal 

struoture of' 'the Aramaeans, some 1nro:rmat1on oan be s lean­

ed. 

It seems that rrom earl1ea1i t111l8s the Aramaeans were 

made up ot a number of' 'tribes. Prominent among the tribes 

were the Ah1ame I the SUti, and the Xalde. Kra.eling reokons 

the Sut1 as "the vanguard" of' the Aramaean tribes. About 

the fourteenth oentury the Ahlame outstripped the Suti in 

1mporte.noe and strength. It is belieTed that 'the .Ah.lame 

,.,ere assimilated and that the •same root (Ahlame) appears 

al.so in the name B111mmu1 a la'ter 41"amaean 'tribe. (JlfAG 

XI 226) n .56 The ICalde: set1;1ed along 'the lower Euphrates 

and were later known as the Chaldaeans. Et_hn1oal.l.y the 

Ahl.ame, the SUti 1 and the Xalde were related. 

I't seems tha't t~eAramaeans in their early history 

were no't very well. -organized poli'tioally. Aooording to 

an insoription of' '!1glath-Pile$e•r III and an insoription 

of' Sennaoherib (705-681) there were clwell1ng in and abou't 

'the royal oi't1es1 Aramaean 'tribes who were nomadio or 

sem1-noma41o. 57 'If' it is 'true that some ~re nomads 

at that late date, 1t· oan be in:re:rred"that most of' the 

56. Dae11ng1 .sm,. oit •. 1 , P• is. 
57. '!heodor ~Ueki';°" ArBDL1 n .!!J!.• oi t. 1 I I ools. 276-280 • 



early tribes were pr1no1pally nomads. 

A nwuber of years ago some 1naoript1ons were f ound 

whioh desor1be an Assyrian oensua or the seventh century. 

A part 09this aensua 1s devoted to the territory 1n and 

around Haran. We oan use it to describe the Haran ot pre­

ceeding oanturies, s i noe 1t ls likely that they never re-
58 

belled acai11st Assyi•ia and most likely there ware s1Ulilar 

conditions at the time of Abraham., Zsaao, and Jaoob. 

~ocording to these 1nsor1ptio~a, Haran was a prlnoipality 

wi t h several smaller governmental units oalled "qan1." 

(of. our townships. ) Clustered about Haran was a group ot 

villages and towns. The appearances are that early Ara­

maoans brougllt W,.th them primitive Arabian ouatoms, 8!40118 

whioh was the patriarohate. 

When the Aramaean oenter of oulture was transferred 

from Haran to 'Dat:msous, we t.ind that a number of s'trong 

Aramaean kingdoms had developed. There were the kingdoms 

of Hamath, Sam'al, Bit Adlni, Zobah, and Damasous, the 

latter beill6 by far the largest and moat powerful. The 

writer in the.Bno7olopaed1a Biblioa makes this pertinent 

observation, 

ThoURh at several periods the whole, or the Rreater 
part.! ot the Aramaean nation has been subject to a 
singe roreign pov,ar the Aramaeans have never formed 
an independent politloal unity; in faot, so tar as we 
know :lihe:re l1as never aiate4 a state oom.prellend1ng 
the Aramaeens of the main part· ot Syria or of lleso-

58. kraoiing sqo, WBut ·the f11at tha't the Aramaeans 
were nevar disturbed 1n lla:r:ran attar the time of ~iglath­
pilesor I aa in regions further west I ror the simple reason 
that they nner rebelled against Assyria, leads us to be­
lieve that the oond1t1ons or later days oo:rraspond rairly 
to those ot the patr1arohial period." .22• oit., p.25. 



59 
potam1a ~oper, to the exclusion o:f' other races.n 

From earfiest times the Aramaeans were a nomadic 

people. But as they settled down, they became an agri­

cultural people. That :f'act is borne out in the. Be.ran cen­

sus. The census contains a number o:f' counts ~uch as the 

count _of th:e vineyards, herds of sheep, goats, and camels. 

The farms v,ere a1so reckoned. However, the later Ara­

maeans were not principally :f'armers, bu,t were nerohants 

and were very active as traders, especially the A~eana· 

of Damascus and environs. Damascus waw ve17 fortunately 

situated for trade, since many of the caravan routes of . . . 

that day had to pass thru Damascus going from the Mediter-

ranean Sea to Babylon, Nineveh, and other great metropi&ises 

of the then known world. 

The Aramaeans were not an i~rellgious people, for· 

their o\m and other inscriptions reveal that they had 

.quite ·a catalogue of gods. '!heir deities bear .a graat 

resemblance to those of' the Babylonians. The chief god 

of' the Aramaeans was Hadad, the Storm-god, (also known as 

Adad and Addu) • Hadad "can al~ya be- reoogntzed by the 

tact that he is represented with the bull or that he is 

mentioned along with his consort Atargat1s." 60 Atarga­

tis is a cQmpaund of the goddess Atar with the Syrian 

At1. "She was represented with her head surrounded with 

· 59. Theodor N8llelce, "A.ram," :911-.7i!i.1 t, ools. 276-280. 
60. Frederic Uacler, "Syrians, E'iicjc opaedia .2t Re lid.on 

.f!S Ethics9 DI9 Pl>• l.04-16-,. 



rays. The symbo1 of' AtarB&tta was oompoaed of' the orea­

oent moon in oonjunoture vdth the so1ar disk." 61 Their 

prinoipal seat was Heliopolis and then Damasous. The 

f'a:nners wer e wa11t to \'J'orship Hadad as the "proteotor 
62 

od of the harvest·.,~ Bar-Hadad with his f'ather and 

m.ot l1er f'orm a triad known as the "d.11 Syria." Of this 

lindn.~ cult :Iaoler v1r itea, "Zn time his oult beoame con­

f used with that oi' the sun; his head was thus ornamented 

with rays; this 1dent1f'1oat1on is partioularly notice~ne 

i n Jlel1opol1s (Baalbek), where the ou1t of' Hadad and that 

or t he sun are one and the same." 63 The Hadad cult ex­

t ~nded a s f'ar no1-th as Senj1rl1 where in 80()jJl.c. a statue 

was r ound dedicated to Hadad by Uns Pe,,emmu with an Ara­

maean 1naor1pt1on. Among the many minor gods of' the Ara­

maaans ~,er o Rirtmlon of' II Ki. 5:18, the alr-g~d (who also 

v,ent by the name of' Had~d-Rlmmon Zeoh. 12:11 and \Yas re-

1ated to tho Asayrtan god Ramman), Resheph, the f'ird god, 

'1 1 Shamas, Or I Rekebel ( or Rekub-el "whloh may poss! bly 

denot o the 'o.nariot of' El.' " ) • 
64 

The ki~s of' Damascus 

and Zobah bore theop .. 10rous names viz., Ben-Hadad I I II, 

Tabr!mmon, and Hazae1. 

But a't Haran a ditterelrb oult was predom!.nan't, that 

of the moon-god Sin (Assyrian lloon-god) Whioh was also ••rr 
prol!linent at Ur, the or1,:lna1 home ot Abraham. It seems 

~hat ~or acme reason the moon-god Sin nner R&lnad a great 

:t'ollo'\ling ou1L_a1de of' Baran as auoh. 
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c. 'the Aramaean Contaots with the Patriarohs. 

1. Abrajlam's Sojourn at Haran. 

. In Gen. l.l: 31-12_: 5 Vie ere told that Abraham so­

journed at Haran in Aram.-Naheraim on his way to Canaan. 

& ran (also called Charan) is a very ancient city possibly 

as old as DBl!lBsoue. At any rate 1 t can be seen f'rom Gen. 

11:31, that Haran was a well-established city at the time 

o:r Abrahom' s migr ation. Some have held that Haran derived 

its name f r om Haren the brother of Abraham and Nahor. But 

this would hardly ~e the case because Haran had already 

died in Ur of the Ohaldees. Barton 1s of the opinion that 
. . 

Baran Ylas possibly an ancient Mitannian oity, sinoe the 

141 tannian empire was kno,m to have extended that tar at 

one time. 65 The word Haran as Adams points out n~igni­

ties 'road' in the old language of Chaldaea, and for many 

ages the armies and merchants o't Babylonia had ha1tad 

there when making their way towards the Mediterranean." 66 

As to Haran'e antiquity and 1nt1uence I 'WOUl~ like to oite 

a quotation from the Universal Jewish Eno:yolopaadia, "Haran 

was an ancient and important cammeroia1 oity, with a his­

tory extending baok at least as 'tar as 2 1000 B.Ci', where 

it is mentioned in Assyrian dooµmonts from Cappadooia." 61 

65. George A. Barton, Archaeology and !l!!, Bible, p.77 
66. Ibid., p.4,.5. 
67. Isaac Landman, editor "Haran", .21!.• cit., V, P• 213. 
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• 
~h~ ~an oe.nsus, described 1n the preceding chapter, 

gave us an approximate picture of life at that time, In 

Gen. 24:10 Haran ls referred ~o as "the city of' Nahor." 

Bethuel and La.ban also resided there • . 

In connection with Abraham's stay 1n Haran, this 

question mip-,,ht arise, "Was Ab,ahem h1msel:t· an Aramaean?~ 

Without a doubt Abraham was of Aramaean extraotlon. Adams 

says, "The Ol~ ~estament evidences supported by the lnde­

pendenoy of secular literature, justlf'ies us in holding 

that ~here was suoh a pe:raon, (Abraham) that he was an A:ra­

maean or Amorlte." 68 :;tt ls true that npwhere· ln the 

Hlble ls Abraham oal~ed an Aramaean, 69 but in Gen. 25; 

20 v,e read 1 "And Isaac was f'orty years old ~en he took 

Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian(Ara­

maean)." In the passaga quoted Abraham's close rel.iaftlvea ue 

called Aremaeans. Then in Gen. 24:4 Abraham. refers 

to Aram-Naha:raim as!!!!, country and to his relatives as 

l!!!! kindred. In Gen. 12:1 Abraham \'IBS told to emigrate 

f'rom his country, kindred, and father's house. Prom these 

passages cited lt appears possible to draw the conclusion. 

that Abraham was an Aramaean. and not an Amorlte. Nowhere 

in the Bible ls Abraham~s f'~ly 1dent1f'1ed as being 

Amorltes. G.D. Malech commends Abraham's Aramaic lineage. 

68. J. liokea Adams, An.oien.£ Records and tlB Blb1e,,. p.220. 
69. A possible reason for this oouid-re :roiin1""'l'n,;hl• 

remark bj' Kraaling, "We mus't assume therefore tha"t Abraham 
migrated f':rom Haran to 'Palestine before the name ·, fAramaean.' 
became applied to 'the tP()UP to which he belonged." J!J!• oit., 
P• 32. 


