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one place, this is not 10 eat the Lord's Supper....Wherefore

whoscever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the

Lord; unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of
the Lerd. Bubt let 2 man examine himself, and sc let him eat
of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damn=tizn to
himself, not disgerning the Lord's body." And in Acts 2, 42

we are told: "And they continued steadfastly in the apostles!

doctrine and fellowship, anda in breakinz of bread, z2nd in
prayers.®  When Christ says: "Take, eat: This is My body
which is given ("broken") for you,'13 He already thereby
indicates that 1¢ is for Christians till the end cf time,
for His body was not given for the disciples only, but for
all men, This is emphasized by His words: "This do in rémem—
brance of Me,“lu and the tense of the verb in the original
Greek shows that the Lord here demands this tc be & sustalned,
a continuous aotion.15 This is again made clear when our
Lord speaks of the cup, saying: "Drink ye alil of 1t; for
this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of ai.ns,“16 for Christ's blood was
shed for all men and He would have all receive the forgive-
ness of sins won thereby, and the new testament (covenant,

agreement, will) is one which was made possible by the

' li Luke 22, 19. 1 Cor. 11, 2.
Luke 22, 19. 1 Cor. 11, 2h.
15« Cf. Exgoaitor'a Greek Teatament, Vel II, p. 881.
16. Matthew 2 28, 3



shedding of Christ's bleod for all men, and that ne ¥ covenant,
which Hs here confirms wiilh His blood as a pledge (seal, con-
firwation), He wants to establish with all men. This fact
that Christ wants this Sacrament repsated by Christians throuih-
cut the New Testament erz 1s agaln emphbasized by the words:
"This do ye, as oft as ye drink it [ihe constructicon of the
criginal CGreek here shows the frequency of this action taken
for grantaq],l7 in remembrance of me." That this is indeed
Christ's will 1s very evident from thz words of St. Paul:
"For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye
Go shew [better translated by the oommand: "proclaimt" the
Lord'e death j;l;‘ﬂg'ggmg.'ls

Furthermore the Lord has commanded: "Go ye into all the
world and preach the goespel to every creature."? The Lord's
Supper ie the visible Gespel word. And again Chrizt commands:
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nmations....Teaching them to
chserve all things whatecever I have commanded you-'eo And
part of this is the celebration of %the Lord's Supper.

That the Lordt's Supper was instituted by Christ, and
that as & permanent ordainance, to be observed ti1l the end
of time, is brought out clearly in the confessions of our

Churcks+ The Formuls of Concord says: "Since, now, this trus,

17. Cf. Expositor's Gresgk Testament, Vol. II, p. 881;
also Joseph Henry Thayer, Greek—English Lexicon of the New
Testament, p. 456, )

i8. 1 Oor« 11, 20«

19- Mark 16, 150

20. Matthew 28, 19« 20,
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almighty Lord, our Creator ani Redesmer, Jesus Chrict, after
ths Last Suppsr, when He 1z jJust bsginning His Litter suffer-
ing ana death for our sins, in those sad last momsnits, with
great consideration and sclemnity, in the institution of this
most venerable Sacrament, #hich was to be used until the end
of the world with great reverence and obedlence [and humilitf?,
end was to be an ablding memorial of His bitter suffering

and death and 2ll His benefita, a sealing [énd confirmation

of the New Testamenﬁ], a consolation of all distressed hearts,
and & firm bond ©of unicn of Christians with Christ, their Head,
and with one another, in the ordaining and institution of

the holy Supper epaks these words concerning the bread which
He blessad and gave [to His disciples]: Iake, eat: this is

My body, whigh is given for ycu, and concerning the cup, or
wines This is My blood of the new testament, which i1s shed

for many for the rewission of sins;~-...For the true and

almighty words of Jesus Christ which He spake at the first
institution were efficacious not only at the first Supper,
but they endure, are valid, operate, and are still efflca-

oious.'21

2l1. "The Formule of Concord, Thorough Declaration," VII,
par.44 and 75, Concordia Triglotia, pp. 987 and 999.
Cf. also MApology of the Augeburg Confession,® III, pa®.89,
and "Large Cateohism,® V, par. 1ff., Concordia Triglotta,
pps 179 and 753%.

p—
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I. What Benefits are Derived frcom this Sacrament

It is therefore olear frowm Holy Soripture that the Lord's
Supper was instituted by Christ Himself to be celsbrated till
the snd of time. Definite benerite can be and are therefore
receivad through 1t. The principal benefit, a most glorious

oune indeed, the attainment of which for man was the whole

purpose of Christ's redemptive work, which the worthy commun-

josnt (efes IV) receives through this Sacrament, is the

fergiveness of sins, all ecther benefite therein being on.y
concomitents of 1t.

The Lerd's Supper is thersfore of the greatest benefit
te the worthy communicant because of the forgiveness of sins
which he recelves through it. The Christian, feeling keenly
the ~eight of his burden of sin, and encompaased, surrounded
and in ceily contact with the results of sin, as he is in
thie world, finds in the Lord's Supper a wﬁndrous ozsis in
a dry and arid land, where heﬁﬁuy drink freely and find
refreshment ani strength t©o gb one For it is through this
Sagcrament that he is shown most effectively what Christ has
done for ths complete expiation of his siné, having by His
vicarious atcnement completély taken away tne gullt, punishe
ment and power of his sinse.

That the Lord's Supper actually offers and glves forgive-
ness of sins is clearly shown by the words of institution:

"Pake eat: this is My body, which is given ("broken®) for
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you,wnee and or this is My blecd of the

"Drink ye aii of t6; 1
new testament, vwhich iz shed for many for the remisalon of
sing.n&> Here Christ Himself tells the individual commun=
lcant in effecyq "Here, take ani eat and drink My body and

My blood, which Was given and shed for ycu and &ll men, and
¥ith 1% take and recsive that which was won for you by their
being given and shed, namely the forgiveness of your sins.®

That the forpiveness of sine is offered and given through
this Sacrament is furthermore shown by the words: "This do in
remembrance of Me.'au These words mean, in the first placge,
that we are to partake of this Sacrament sc as t0 remember
Christ and 211 that He has done for us. And who can take this
Sacrament worthily in true faith and remcmber Christ, rsmem=-
ker His atonement for his sins, and not realize that there-
by he has fcergiveness of sine? God's Holy Spirlt, working
this remembrance ¢f Christ in the communicant's heart, there-
by assures him of, offers and gives to him the forgiveness
of his sins.

This forgiveness is sealed, confirmsd, to the individual
in the Lord's Supper, for when Christ says: "This is My blood
of the new testament,'as and "This cup is the new testament
in My blood,'26 He i8 saying in effect: "Hare is My blood,

by the shedding of which the new testament (covenant, agree-

22., Luke 22, 19 and 1 Cor. 11, 24.
2%, Matthew 26, 28.

24. Luke 22, 19 and 1 Cor. 1y U285,
25. Matthew 26, 28 and Mark 14, o4,
26. 1 Cor. 11, 25 and Luke 22, 20,

i




ment, will) was made for you for the remission of sins.”

The new covenant that is offered, given ani sealed to

defined by Holy Soripture. In Jseremlah we reads

Behcld, the days come, saith the Lord, that I
will make & new covenant with'Ahouse of Israel,
and with the houae of Judah; Not uccording to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in the
day that I teck them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt; which My ccovenant they
rake, although I was an husband untc them, salth
the Lord: But this shall be the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israsel; After those days,
saith the Lord, I will put My law in their inward
parts and write it in their hearts; and will be
their God, and they shall be My pecple. And they
shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and
every man hie brother, saying, Know the Lord:
for they shall 2l1l know Me, from the least of
them untc the greatest of them, saith the Lord:
for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their s8in no more.&7

In Hebrews this passage is quoted and thers is added:

For finding fault with them, He saith, Bsheld,

the days come, salth the Lord, when I will make

a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
the house ¢f Judah: Not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers in the day when 1
took them by the hand t¢ lead them out of the land
of Egypt; because they continued not in my
govenant, and I regarded them pot, salth the Lord.
For this 1s the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after Yhese days, salth ths Lords

I will put my laws into theilr mind, and wiite them
in thelr hearts: and I will be tc them & God, and
they shall be to me & people: And they shall not
teach every man his neighbor, ani every man ais
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for alil shall know
me, from the least to the greatest. For I will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and theilr sins .
and thelr iniquities will I remember nc morese..
This 18 the covenant that I will make with them

27. Jeremiah 31, 31-34,

1’
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efter those days, salth the Lerd, I will put my

laws 1nto thelr nearts, =znd in their minds will 1

write them; And thgir sins and iniguities will I

remember Nno more.“
In Romans the statement 18 made: "For this is my covenant un-
to them, when I shall take away their ains-"29 And in 2
Corinthians we are told: "For if the ministration of con-
demnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of
righteousness eéxoesd in ;-_;lory."jo

Our symbols also describe the forgiveness of zins as
the chief benefit of the Lord's Supper. Thus our Catechism
says In answer to the guestion: "What is the benefit of
such eating and drinking? That is shown us by these words,
'Given, and shed for you for the remission of sins;' namely,
that in the Sacrament forgliveness of sins, 1life, and
salvation are given us through these worde. For where there
is forgiveness of 8ins, there 1ls alsoc 1life and salvation.®’t
The Augsburg Ceonfession says: "For to remember Christ is to

remember His venefits, and to realize that they are truly

offered unto us-"38 The Apology of the Augsburg Confession
says:

Thus in the Church the Lord's Supper was instituted
that by rewsmbrance of the promises of Christ, of
which we are admonished in this sign, faith might

be strengthened in us, and wse might publicly coniess
our faith, anu proclaim the benefits of Christ, as

28. Heobrews &, &=12.

29. Romans 11, 27«

30 2 Corinthians 3, 9.

21i. Scnwan, Luther's Small Catechism, p. 145, Quest. 334,
22. "Augsburg Confession,® XXIV, 50, Congordi=z Trigiotta,

2 57-
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Paul says, 1 Cor. 11,26! A_B_ often as at this
bread and drink this cup, ye 4o ahéﬁ‘{%%'235673$"
death, 8tc. But ocur adversaries contend that the
mass is a WOork that justifies us ex er ra

and removes the guilt and 11ab11£%§‘%%'5§ﬁ§§%53%%’
in these for whom 1t is celebrated: TFor thus
writes Gabriel.... Because this is = Saorament

of the New Testament, as Christ clearly says, he
cught for this very reascn to be confident that
what is promised in the New Testament, namely,

the free remission of sins, is cffered himesss

For men are taugnt concerning thes %wrue use of the
Sacrament that it was instituted for the purpose

of being a seal and testimony of the free remission
of sins, and that, acccerdingly, it ought to admonish
alarmed conscliences to be truly confident and
believe that their sins are freely remitted.«..

The Sacraments are signs of Geod's will toward us,
and not merely signs of men among each other; and
they are right in defining that Sacrawments in the
New Testament are signs of grace. And because in a
sacrament there are twe things, a sign and the Wcord,
the Word, in the New Testament, is the promise of
grace added. The promise of the New Testament i
the promise of the remission of sins.... We shall
only present this in opposition: It is certain that
the Lord's Supper was instituted on account of the
remission of sins, wggre it is necessary that guilt
be truly understcod.

The Large Catechism says:

Briefly that is as much as to say: For this resascn /
we go to the Sacrgment because there we recelve such |
a treasure by and in which we obtain forgiveness of |
sins...+«For here in the Saorament you are to receive
from the lips of Christ forgiveness of sins, which
oontalns and brings with it the grace of God and
the Spirit with all His gifts, protection, shelter,
and power ag&inst death and %hs devil and all
misfortune.

The Formula of Concord, Thoroucsh Declaration, says:

Since, now, this true, almighty Lord, cur Creator

. "Apology of the Augsburg Confession," III, 89; XIII,
20;3§XIV, 1!-9-%9-90; Congordia %r_l_%&%t_&, PP 179.}130‘.’01!1&090415-
34. %Large Catechism,® V, 2a.(0, Concordia Triglotta,
pp» 757 and 769.
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and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, after the Last Supper,
when He 1s just beglinning His bitter suffering and
death for our =2ins, in those sad last moments,
with great consideratiocn and solemnity, in the
institution of this mest vensrable Sacrament,
which was to e used until the end of the world
with great reverence and obedience [and humility],
and was to be an abliding memcrial of His bitter
suffering and death and all His benefits, a sealing
and confirmation] of the New Testament, a consol=-
ation of 211 distressed hearts, and a firm beond cof
union of Christians with Christ, their Head, and
with ocne another, in the ordaining and instituticn
of the Holy Supper spake these words concerning the
pread which He blessed and gave |to His disciples]....
Therefore there is no doubt that also concerning
the other part of the Saorament these words of
Luke and Paul: This cup is ihe new testament in
My bleocd, oan have no other meaning than that which
St. Hatthew and St. Mark give: This namely, that
which you eorally drink out of the oup is My blcod
of the new testament, whereby I establish, seal,
=nd confim with you men this My testament }gd new
covenant, namely, the forgiveness of sins.~/

Thus Luther states: "Wegen des Blutes Christl ist
in und mit dem Kelch dis Vergebung der Suenden vorhanden
und wird vermittelst des Kelches mltgeteilt.'36

Since forgiveness of sins is dispensed through this
Sacrament, it naturally follows that saivation is a benefit
flowing from it, as well as life eternal. For forgiveness
of sins anu salvation from sin are synonymous. And since
sins are forgiven, the sins belng removed as an obstacle tO
eternal life, eternal life maturally also follows as a

concomitant of forgiveness cf sina. This 1is expressed

35. "Formula of Gonocord, Thorough Declaration,™ VII, 44

and ,» Concordis Tr;glotta PP 987 and 991.
32? Martin Luther, mmtliche Sghriften, XX, p. 278f.
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very well in the Small Catechism: "That ie shown us by these
words, 'Given, and shed for you for the remission of sins';
namely, that in the Sacrament forglveness of sins, 1ife, and
salvaticn are glven us through these words. For where there
is forgliveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.'37
Holy Soripture attests to this fact, for in Romans 5,1.2.21.
we read: "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we have
access by faith intc this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God. That as sin hath relgned unto
geath, sven s8¢ might grace reign through rightecusness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ, our Lord."®

The Roman Catholic Church rejscts the forgiveness of
ains as the principal benefit o¢f the Lordts Supper as is

attested Ly the Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent:

"If any one gaith, elther that the principal fruit of the
most hoiy Euchariszt is the remission cf sins, or that other
effects do not result therefrom; let him be anathema. ">
And according to its Catechiam the Eucharist viewea as a
Sagrament removes oniy venial sins.ao However, this is only
a natural result of their rejection cof Christ's redemption

as a full atonement for all sins. They therefore regard

this Sacrament mcore as & m2ans whereby man may be assisted to

37. Sohwan, Luther's Swmall Cateohism, p. 145. k
%8. Gf. also Titus 3,7; Romans %?56?‘2 Timothy 2,10+

. J. Waterworth's translation, Sess. XIII, Can. 5, p+ &5.

29
4Q. Categhismus Romanus, II, C, IV, Quest. »




18

acgulre his own rightsocusnesse.

So alsc the Reformed deny that the forgiveness of sins
may be obtalned through the Sacrament of the Altar, for
Zwingll writes: "Coena deominica, ut eam Paulus appsllat,
mortis Christi commemoratio est, non peccatorum remlssio.'“l
So alsc Calvin claims that faith is worked by the Holy Ghost

42

immediately and not through any external means, and Hodge

gays in his Systematic Theology, Vol. II, p. 084: "Efficacious

grace acts immediately."

But there is no basis in Holy Scripture for the denial
of the Lord's Supper as a means whereby forzivemess is dis-
pensed. On the contrary, as set forth above, this Sacrament
is a wondrous means whereby our Lord offers, glves and seals
such forgiveness.

Our Lutheran Church rightly regards the Lord's Supper
most highly, primarilly because 1t transmits and confirms
the forgiveness of sins, "Which is it® most necessary part.'43
The forgiveness of simns, tOgether with life and salvation, 1s
the first and foremost gift of this Sacrament. All other
benefits are subordinate ang dependent upon this one chief
blesaing, ars only zoncomitants of this. Among these we may

memtion the strengthening and maintaining of faith, the union

4i. Opp., III, 258, as quoted by Pieper, op. cit., foot-
ncte 1389, p. 438.

k2. Inatitutes, IV, 14.17. Consensus Tigurinus, IVII, as
quoted by Pieper, op- o%g., footnote 1392, p. 439.

43, ®Large Catechism®, V, 20, Qonocordia Triglotta, p. 757-
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with Chriat, the unio mystica, che union with the spiritual
body of Christ, ths Church, progress in 2 sanctified walk

of life of great love %to God and f=zllowman, incrzasad
patience in the trials and trivulasions of 1ife, joy in
Christian living, through this Sacrament also giving a
confession of falth and a proclamation of the Cospel of
Christ hefore the world, as wsll as honering our God and
Savior. Dre. Pleper brings this out wonderfully when he says:

Alle endere Vilirkungen des Ahendmshls sind der Dar-
bietung der Verpebung der Buendsn nicht koordiniert,
gsondern suberdiniert. Alas Wirkungen des Abendmahls
werden mit Recht genannt: die Staerkung des Glaubsens,
die Versinigung mi%t Christo, die Vereinigung mit dem
geistlichen Leibe Christi, der Kirche, dle Feosorderung
der Helligung, die Entzuendung der Liebe zu Gott und
dem Naschsten, die Mehrung der Geduld und deér Hoff-
nuny dee evilgen Lebens. Abor alle diese Wirkungen
peruhen nicht nur tellwelsze, sondern ganz auf der
Tatsache, dass das Abendmehl Mittel der Suendenvergeb-
ung ist. Der christliche Glaube ist ja selnem Weaen
nach der Glaube en die durch Christi stellvertretende
Genugtuung vorhandene Yergebung der Suenden. Daher
kann auch der christliche Glaube nur in der Welse
gestaerkt werden, dass sein Object, durch das er
entsteht und besteht, neemlich die Zusage der Vergebung
der Suenden, durch die von Gott geordneten Gnadenmwittel
ihm gegenuebertritt. Es glbt auch keine andere Cemein-
schafit mit Christo als die, welche durch den Glauben
an die von ihm erworbene Ver.ebuny der Suenden vermitt-
eit wird. Alle, die dafuer mit Rom und mit Zwingli

und mit Caivin eine gratie infusa substituleren wollen,
fallen unte:r das Urteil:'Ihr habt Christum verleren,
dic ihr Jdurch Jdas Gesetz gerecht werden wollt,und

seid von der Gnade gefallen.' (Footnote 1396. Gal. 5,4.)
Es gibt auch kelne szndere Gemeinschaft mit dem geilst-
lichen Leibe Christi, der Kirche, als die, welche

durch den Glauben an das Evengelium von der Vergebung
der Suenden um Christi willen sowohl erstmalig bewirkt
als auch fortdzuerud eérhalten wird. Alle, welche anderse
Verbindungsmittel mit der Kirche suohen, verlieren
dadurch, wie die Gemeinschaft mit Christo, so auch

die CGemeinschaft mit seinen geistlichen Leibe, der




Kirche. Es glbt auch kein anderes Mittel, christ-
liche Helligung zu bewirken, als den Glauben an die
Barmherzigkeit Gottes, nacoh weloher Gott uns um
Christl willen dis Suenden vergibt. Wie der Apostel
gchreibi:'Ich ermahne euch duron die Barmherzigkeit
Gottes, dase ihr eure Leiber begebet zum Opfer' usw.
(Footnote 1597+ Roems 12.1,[8ic|) Es gibt auch kein
andoeres Mittel, die Liebe zu Goit und dem Nuecohsten

in elnem Menschenherzen zu entfachen and zu staerken,
als den Glauben an die Liebe, mit der uns Gott geliebt
hat, desz er una Unwuerdaigen zllein w: Christi
satisfactio vicaria willen die Suenden vergibt.

'Lagset uns ihn lleben, denn or hat uns srst geliebetild
(Footnote 13%98. 1 Joch. 4,1%9.) und: 'Hat uns Gott also
geliebet, so0 =20llen wir unae auch untereinander lieben.t
(Foctnote 1399. 1 Joh. 4,11.) Ebensc setzt Paulus die
freudigs Hoffnung des ewigen Lebens und die Geduld
unter den Kreuz lediglich in Abfolge zu der Rechi-
fertigung, das ist, der Vergebung der Suenden, aus dem
Gla,uben‘? Siinr whSree 69V Ex ArirTEwS .a‘r)..).(Foot-
note 1400. Roam. 5,1ff.) Well nun im Abendmanl die
Vergebung der Suenden, durch Leid und Blut Christl
versiegelt, alsc in besonders eindringlicher und
troestlicher Welse dargeboten wird, sc geschiceht

es, dass dem Abendmahl dle genannten geistlichen
Wirkungen in besonderem Masce eigsn sind. Alle,
welehs mit Rom, Zwingll, Calvin und neueren Theoclogen
das Abendmahl nicht primo loco Suendenvergsebungsmittel
g2in lassen, machen tatsuechlich saemtliche Wirkungen
des Abendmghls unmceglich. Sle mwachen, scfern sile
konsequent bleiben, aus dem Abendmahl ein mensohliches W
Werk, das sie von der Gnade Gottes in Christo scheidet.

The strengthening and malntenance of a2 true faith in

Christ as the only Savior from sin is a bensfit which the

Lord graciously bestows upon the worthy communicant in

abundant measure through the Lord's Supper. "This do in

remembrance of Me." He says. Who can rsmembar Christ in

true faith in Him, who can remember His body, which was glven

for Him, and His blood shed for him for the remission of sins,

4%, op. oit., Vol III, p. hi4af.



which he recelves in this Sacrament, without having hie faith,
his trust an! confidence in the redeeming power of Christ and
His vicaricus atonement strengthened. Christ in effect here
tells the communicant: "Here is My body and blocd, that same
body and blood by which I completely atoned for your sins;
recaeive it as a pledge of the forglveness 1 have won for you,
and trust 1ln M2 always and fully as ycur Savior, for you

se2 hare that I am truly your Redsemar. I have made a cove-
ant with you; recelive hers My bplood, which ie the ground on

whionh Ged can and does grant and you may accept this cove-

n'*5

nant . Zepeclally the weak in falth are to bs eancouraged

t¢ rogeive the Sacrameni frequentiy. And who is not weak
in faisth in a greater or le3dser degree? Luther therefore
gorrectly advises:

Fuehlet d&u im HerzZen, dass du &8 nicht dafuer
haeltst noch glaubst, und doch gerne weolltest,
dase du glauben koenntest, so muest du dsnnoch
nicht wverzageon und vor dem Sakrament fliehen,
sondern aben daselbst Hualfe suchen, dass sich
dein Gleube anzuende und zunehme. Denn obgleich
etliche greulioh gestraft sind wordsen, darum dass
sle das Sakrament unwusrdig und ohne Glauben
empfangen haben, so s8ind es doch allsin diese,
welche wir cben erzaehlt haben, die verstockten
und ruchliceen Herzens. Also s0lizst du aber tun
und denken: Herr, sieshe, da ist das Wort, hlierx

is mein Gebrechen und Krankheit; so hasti du
selbst gesagt: 'Kommt her zu mir alle, die ihr
Mushselig und bazladen s2id, ich #lll euch er-
Guicken,' Latth.ll, 28. Meinst du, dass er
solches densn habs gessagi, 30 da schon brennen
und stark gind im glauben? Sein Reich ist nioht
dahin gestellt, dass er die gerechten foerdere,
sondern dass er den Suendern helfe und dleselbigen

45. 1 Cors 11, 25. Cf. Expositors Gregk Testament,
Vol. II, p. B8l.
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auch fromm mache; darum wer gebrechlich ie+ und 46
fuehlt es, der gehe hinzu und lasse sich helfen.

And again he says: "Das ist Christi Gedaechtnis, so man die
Kraft und Frucht seines Leldens lehrt und glaubt.'“7

In effect, the worthy communiocant, when he partakes of
the Sacrament, tells himself: "I believe in Christ as My
Savior. He has won for me forgiveness of my sins by His
suffering and death on the cross. Here he gives me His own
body and blood, that same body and blood which He gave and
shed for the remission of my sins on the coross, as a pledge
of the sufficiency of that atonsement and of wy forgiveness.
He is indeed my SBaviorl! He gives them to me as an individual
with the message that they are a seal that my own sins are
indeed and fuliy covered. He is indeed My Saviort How can
I help but trust and put my every ccniidence in Him, who
not only in distant time ana far off land laid down His life,
but now even comes to me personally and assures me that this
was all fgr me and glves me His body and blood as & sura
witness o convince beyond the shadow of a doubt that I am
completely redeemed. He is indeed My Savior! How ocan I
help but believe it1?"®

i

Qur Catechiem states well in the "Christian Questions,®

No. 18: "Finally why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

Answer: That I may learn to believe that Christ died for my

46. Luther gp. cit., XI, p. 654f.
L7, Luther op- eit., X, p. 2188.
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gin out cof great 1ove,'48 and No. 16: "Why ought we tc re-
member and show His death? Ansvier: That we may learn to
believe tihiat no creature could make satisfaotion for our sins
but Christ, true God and Man-“qg Our Catechigm furthermore
states 1in =answer to tho guestion: "For what purpese, then,
do we approach the Lord's Table? Chlefly for the strengthen—
ing of cur falth in the forgiveness of ocur sins through our
Lord Jesus Chriet-“50

The Apology alsc rightly states: "For ren are taught
concerning the true use of the Sacrament thet it was
instituted for the purpose of being & seal and testimony of
the free remission of sins, end that, accerdingly, it ought
to admonish elarmed consciences te be truly confident and
believe that their sins are freely remitted-'sl

The Reformed bodies lay great streee on the spiritual
esting and drinking in the Lord's Supper. They themsslves,
however, make such spiritual eating and drinking by faith
impogsible by their own doctrine, for they not only deny
the real preeence of Christ's body and blood in the Sac-
rament and that 1t is a means whereby forgiveness 1is

dispensed, but also deny that the Holy Spirit works thrcugh

the Lord's Supper, saying He works only immediately, never

4g. Bohwan, @p. git., pe 37+
49. §agwan,,ggo git«, P 21&
50+ S8ghwan op-. QL . P .
£1. ®Apology of the Augsburg Confession”, XXIV, 49,

Conceordia Irigiotta, P 401«



