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19 and 20 we read: •Anal!!. took bread, an.:i gave thanks, and 

bra.ka it, and gave unto them, saying, This 1s �~� body which 

1a g1 ven for you: this do in remembrance of JI!!• Likewise 

also the cup after supper, saying, Thia cup 1a the new test-

8J'llent in.MI blood, whioh 1e shed for many.•• And in l Cor. 11, 

23-26 St. Paul says by inspiration: al'..2£.l have received of 

.l!!! Lord that whioh also l delivered~ you, That~ Lord 

Jesus th~ ea.rue night; in '\' hiob �~� ™ betrayed took bread: 

And when 1i2. had given thanks, l!2. brake it, ana said; Take, 

eat: this is �~� body, vihioh 1s broken for you: this do in 

remamb~anoa of .Al!• After the same manner also .li§. took the 

cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new test­

ament in~ blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 1n 

remembra.noe of M!• For a.a often aa ye eat t.tiis bread, and 

drink this cup, ye do ehew the Lord's dea.th till Be come.• 

From earliest times it was regarded by the Christians 

as 1nst1 tuted by Ch1·1st anti to be oelebra.ted by them till 

Judgment Day. In l Oor. 10, 16. 21. we rea.a: �~� oup .2'. 

blessing whioh !!!. bless,.!.!..!,! ,!!21 �~� cow.munion �~� joint 

partaking of] .£1.. �~� blood J?! Christ? �~� bread which .ill!. 

brea.k, ll ll .!!21 �~� communion .21_ �~� body J2! Christ? l.2£ 

.E:!. being many..!£! one bread., an.t _2W! ·body: 1.2£. .lU! .a£.!.!:!!. 
partakers of that -™ bread• • ••Ye cannot d.rink �~� cup �~� 

the Lord, anu the oup of devils: ye cannot~ partakers .2! -
.1h! Lord's table, and of the table of devils.• And in l Cor.ll, 

20. 27-29 1 t read.a: ·•when .ll oome together therefore into 



a 

~ .2,1~.0 1:1, vhi s is ~ot j_Q ~ ~ Lord'l! Supper ••• •Wherefore 

whosoever shall e a t this bread, and drink this ouo of the ·---- - ~ - ---
J;:9rJ! ~ unwor t hily , shal 1 be ~;,.111 t ~, of ~ body ~ blood ,.21 

~ Lord . But let a man ~xa.rn1ne himself, and sc let h im eat 

of t h a t bread, a n:l drink of that oup. For he that eateth 

an drinketh un~orthily, eateth a~d ~ inketh d ~~~~ti~n to 

himself, .!12! d iscerning~ Lord's body.R Ana in Acts 2, 42 

we are told: •Anct t he y c ontinueu steadfastiy in the apostles• 

d oot ri ne a.nd. fellows hip, n.na jJ! breaking ..21 bread, a::l'i 1 u 

prayers. 111 \Then Oh1·1st says: •Take, eat: , 'I'h1s is My body 

1hioh 1a given ( "broken") for you, • 13 He a.lreaeiy thereby 

indicates tha t i t 1s for Christia ns till t he end cf time, 

for His body was not given for ~he disciples only, but for 

a.11 men, 'l'hie is e mphasized. by His worclS: •r111s cio in remem­

bra nce of li.ie, nl4 anu the tense o.f t he verb in t he orig inal 

G1·t,ek ahO\'iS 1;ha1; tbe Lord here ciemancis t hi s t ;:J be a. sustained, 

a continuous ao,;ion. 15 'I'bie is again ma.de cle&.r when our 

Lord e pe a.k:s of t he cup, saying: •Drink ye all of it; for 

t h i s is My blood of -che ne,T testament, ·1b iob is ehed f or 

many for ths r err.ission of a1ns,H16 for Chr1at 1s blood was 

shed for all me n and He ~oula. have all reoei ve the f org 1 ve­

r10ss of sins won the reby, and the new testament (oovena.nt, 

a.g1·eernent, will) 1s one whioh -;vas ma.de possible by ttle 

' 13• Luke 22, 19• l Cor. ll, 24. 
14. Luke 22, 19. l Oor. ll, 24. 
15. Cf. Expositor's Greek Testament, Vol I I , P• gg1. 
16. Matthew 2b, 2g. 
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shedding· of Ch.r1st• s blood fa.:: all men., a.nd tha.t n,:,·,11 covenant, 

which He h~re confirms w1 1,11 His blood ac-; a pledge (seal, oon­

firmati on), He wa.nts to establ ish \11 th all men. This faot 

tbc.1.t Ch ri s t wants this Saora.roent repeated by Christians through­

oo.t the New Testament. er~ is a.gain emphasized by tbe '/lords: 

"This do ye, a s oft as ye drink it @'he oonstruotion of "the 

crig i n.e.l Greek herEj sbov:s the frequency of t his action taken 

f o:r g ranted] , l 7 in rememb"ranoe of me.• That this is 1 ndeed 

Chri a t• s will is very flV1.dent from th~ ·:10rda of St. Paul: 

"For e.s oft en as ye 13e, t: thia bread, a nd drink this cup, ye 

d.o st.ew [better tr~n s lated by th . oommar..a : "procla im I"] the 

Lord 1 e death till~ come.•1g 

Further more the Lord has commanded; •Go ye into all the 

v:c,rld a nd preac h the go,rpel t o eve ry creature. 1119 The Lc,rd' a 

Suppe r if. the-: visibl e Gospel word• And &.gain Christ command.a: 

"Go ye therefore, anu. tea.ch all nat ions •••• Teaohinp; thel!l to 

observe all thl.ngs whu.teoevnr I have commanded you. • 20 And 

p art of this 1s the celebration of th e Lord's Supper .. 

That the Lord's Supper wus instituted by Christ, and 

t hat a ~ u pe.rmanent orn ina noe, to be observed till the e nd 

of time, 1a br0.u[)1t cut clearly in the confessions of our 

Church. The Formula. of Conoord eayst •s1noe, now, this trut, - -
17. er. Expositor's Greek Testament, Vol. II, P• 881; 

also Joseph Honry Th~.yer, Greek-English Lexicon ..2!:. ~ l!!u! 
Testament, P• 456. 

i~. 1 Oor; 11, i6. 
1q. Mark 16., 15• 
26. Matthew 2S, 19• 20. 
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a lmi ghty Lord, our Creator a.n rl Radeer.1er, J esu8 Oh.ric t , after 

t h ,s La.G t Su 1)pa r , -;;her,. He 1a j uat -bog inni % llis b 1 t te1· suffer­

ing ana. death for our sins, in thos e sad las t ::r.cmen'tz, ..-,1th 

great oonsidei'a.ti on and s olemni t y, in the insti t uti on of this 

most v~nera ble Sa.orament ., ah1ch •,ra,s t o b e u aed unt il the end 

of t h e \.1or ld wi t h grea t reve :L·ence a n<l obed1enoe [an<i hum1l1 ty] , 

a.nd was to be e,n a b i d i n ~ memorial of His b1 tter suffering 

a nd de a t h un i a ll Hia benef1ta , a s ealing [;.nd oonfirmation 

of t h e New Test8ment], a cons olation of a ll dist r essed hearts, 

and a f irm bond of uni on of Chris tians ~1 ~h Chri st ~ their He ad, 

a n <.l with one a nother, in the ordaininp.; a na ins ti tut ion of 

the holy Supper spake t hese words concerning the bread 1.vhiob 

He ble ssed and gave [to His disciples] : Ta ke, ~: this .1!. 

~y body, whioh ~ given~~, and concerning the cup, or 

t? i ne: Th i s ll MI, blood.£! .lh.!:, ~ testEiJlle .nt, ·wh1oh J:.! shed 

.!.?.!. rr.a n~ 1.2.E. ~ remission.£! sins;--• •• For the true a.nd 

~l m1ghty words of JP.sus Chri~ t wbioh He spate a t the f irst 

1not1tut1on ~er~ eff1oao1oua not only at the first Supper, 

but t h ey endure, ar.e valid, operate, a n ~ are still eff1oa.­

o1ous • •
21 

21. •The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration,• VII, 
par.44 a nd 75, Conoord1a Tri g lotta, PP• 9g7 and 999• 
Cf. also •Apolog y of the Augsburg Confession,• III, p&e•89, 
and •Large Oateohism,• V, par. lff., Concordia Triglotta~ 
PP• 179 and 753f• 
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I• What Benefits are Derived frcm this Sacrament 

It io th<.H·efore clear from Hol y Soripture t nat the Lord's 

Supper wao in.13t 1 t uted. b y Cbrist Himself to be oelebra ted till 

the end o f time. Def inite benei its can b~ an~ are therefore 

r e o e i v ,~d throu6h 1 t • Tlle pri nc1 pal benef1 t, a rr.ost g lorious 

one ind eed , t he a tta inme n t of ·rhich for man ·,Hl.B th '3 ;,crhole 

p~r.r o s c of Chr i s t• s redeu1pti ve ·,erk, i;-1hich the uort. hy oommufl­

io ~n t (o f , IV) rece1 vee t hroug h t his Sacrament, 1e the 

f 0 r g i v,~ness of sins, al 1 other banefi ts therein being onl y 

conc omita nt s of it• 

Th e Lord' s Supper is therefore vf the greatest benefit 

1; 0 t he •-Jorthy c ommunicant becaus ~ of the forg iveneas .of sins 

\ thicb he receives thro11f~h it. r..oe Chri ot i a n, feelin g keenly 

the · .. ul ght of h1.e burden of s in, and enoompaased., surrounded 

a nd in C!,~.iJ. y c ontact ·t11 1,h t ne r e s ults of s i -n, as he ls in 

th1e Wvl' l d) f inds tn t h ,i Lord' :;; Supper . a wondrous oa~is in 

Et dry a nd a rid land, '\/he r e he ; T1;u.y drink fr~ely and find 
f. 

refreshment a.n r.i strength to KQ on. For 1 t is l:ihroueh this 

' Saora.J!'le nt tha1; he is s hown mos't effect1 vely \th~t Chr1 st ha.a 

d one f o.1· i;t.lj comple-te expiat i on of his sina .• having 'by His 

vioari ous o.tone men"t com!-"'letely taken away t ra? gu11 t, punish­

ment and power of his sins. 

That the Lord' s Supper actually offers and g ives forg ive­

n ess of sine is olea rly aho,·m by the words of inst1 tution: 

•Take eat: this is My bouy, dhich is given (•broken•) for 

i 
I 
I I , 

) 



I 

12 

22 
You,• and •Drink ye ~L~ ~ f 1~; for ~hie 1s My blood of the 

new testa..'?le nt, wr,1ch 1 a Bhed !or many for the rem1se1on o! 

alna.1123 Here Chri s t Himeelf tello the 1nd 1v1dua.l. oorr~un-

1oant in effect: •Here, t ake a n1 eat a nd drink My body a nd 

My blood, Hhioh ,,aa g1 van a na ahed for you a nd all men, a nd 

•11 t h it take an i-ece1ve th~t -..h 1ch was -ion for- you 'by tb.91r 

being g 1 ven and she d, namely the f ort',1 venesa of y our si na • • 

That the for g1 ve neaa of s 1na is offe r ed and given through 

this Sa crament ie furthermore abown by the words : •Thia do in 

r emembrance of :tle . • 24 These ·.1ords maa.n, in the first plaoe, 

tha t 1e are to paxt~ke of this Sacrament s o as to raffiember 

Christ and all tho.t He baa done f or ua. .And ,h o can take this 

Sacrami9nt ·.1orth ily 1 n true fa1 th and r s rnember Christ, r emem­

bex His a.tonem~nt for his a1ns, a.nci not realize that there-

by he has for giveness of sina? God's Holy Spirit., working 

t his remembrance of Christ in the communicant's heart, there­

b y aasur~s him of, offers and g ives to b im th e forgiveness 

of his sins. 

Thia fcrgi veness is sealed, confi.rmed, to the individual 

i n the Lord' a Supper, for ·.vhen Christ sa.ya: •This ll .lb: blood 

of the new testa.'llent, • 25 a nd •This oup is the new testament 
26 

in My blood,• He is saying 1n effect: •Here 1s My blood, 

by t he shedding of which the ne,v testament (covenant, agree-

22. Luke 22, 19 and l Cor • 11, 24. 
23. Matthew 26, 2g. 
24. Luke 22, 19 and l Cor. ll, 24.25. 
25. Matthew 26, ~g and Mark l~, 24. 
26. l Cor• ll, 25 a.nd Luke 22, 20. 

i 

I -
I 
! 



c:cnt, will) •:ie.c ma.do ~or you :f m · -r;hc~ r em1sa1on cf e1ne.• 

· The n0v oovena.nt that is of fer ea, E:; i v an a.,1{i b~~led to 

U8 ".:.h:- ough this Sa.ora.uH;in-t:; i s tht, forg i venese of sins, as 

dafin3d by Holy Soripture. In J oram1 a .t ;e read: 

Beheld , the d~ya come, saith the Lor d , that I 
wi 11 make a ne·.1 covenant •.ri th~nouse of Iara.el, 
:in d ·:ii t!l the house cf Jud..:..h: Not a ccording to the 
oovena.nt that I made wi t h their fathers 1n t he 
d:J.:; thut I tock t l10~ by t h 3 ha..,d to 't.zing them 
out of t he land of Egypt; which My covenant t hey 
b r al,o, nl thoug h I was o.n husb:.Lr..d ur..to them , eat "th 
t he Lord: But this shall be the covenant that I 
Will make u i th the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put My laa in t heir inward 
parts a.nd write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be My people• And they 
shall teach no more every man his ne i ghbor, and 
ever y man bis brother, saying, Know the Lord: 
for the y ahe.11 all knor-1 Jje, from the least of 
them unto the greatest of them, saith 't he Lord: 
for I '.'1111 forgive their iniquity, anJ. I will 
r ema~be~ the ir sin no more.27 

In Hebrews this passage ie quoted and <the1·e 1s added: 

For finding f a.ult wi'th them, He saith, BahQld., 
the days come, sa1 th the Lord., '.'Ihen I will make 
a new covenant with the h ouse of Israel and with 
the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant 
tha t I made \ t i th the ir fa.the re in the day -;.hen I 
took t bem by tho hand to lea.d them out of the land 
of Egypt; because they con'tinued not 111 my 
covcnc..nt, a.n~i I reg~.:.rded th.en-: r.ot, cc.ith t h ·, Lo:-:d. 
For this is the oovenan~ that I will make ~1 t h t he 
hou~o cf Isr~el ~ft cr thcs~ ~ye, s~ith ~h a Lord; 
I Vlill put my laws into their mind, and wi't te them 
in their hearts:. and I w.111 be vo them a. G9d~ o,nd 
they shall be to me a people: And they shall not 
tea.oh every man bis nei ghbor, and every ~an his 
brother, saying., Know the Lord: for all shall know 
me, from the lea.at to the greatest. For I v,111 be 
merciful to their un1·1ghteousness., and their sins , 
and their iniquities u111 I remember no wore •••• 
This is the covenant that I '.'1111 make ,·ti t h them 

27. Jeremiah 31, 31-34. 

) 
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cft1~r t h oae d a ys, saith the Lora , I •:;111 put my 
l a\"IS l :1to t,h f;iI· .nearts ) a nd tn t he11~ minds .1111 I 
write them; And t Mi · sins a.nd ini 1.,1u1t1 C1 ~ v; i l l I 
remember no mora. ~ 

In Roma na t he statement ia made: •For this is my covenant un-
20 

to them, when I ~ball take a u ~y thAir s ins.•~ And in 2 

Corinth i una we are told : "For i f the ministration of con­

demnation be glory, muoh more doth the ministration of 

righteousness exo e ed in glory.n)O 

Our symbols als o describe tha forgi veness of sins as 

the c h i 0 f benefit of the Lord's Supper. Thus our Catechism 

s ays 1n answer t o the questions •What is the benefit of 

such eating an<l d rinking? That is s h o1.1n us b y t hese 1:1ords, 

1 (Uven, a nd s h ed f or you for t he remission of sins; 1 namely, 

~hat 1n the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and 

salvation a r e g iven us through these words. For ,.vhere the re 

is f or g iveness of sins, there is al s o lif e and salvat ion.•31 

The Au~~nJW;i~ Confs,es10~ sa.ys: •For to remember Chris t is to 

remomoer His benefits, and t o realize tha t the y a.r e truly 

offe r ea unto ua.•32 .I.!!!! Apolog y of~ Augsburg Confession 

says: 

'i'hus in t h~ Churoh the Lord• a Supper was 1nst1 tuted 
t.ua. t uy :r= ~wam'u.:&:a.nc t1 o f t h u promises o f Ch.2'io t. of 
which '1e are admonis hed 1n thi s a i ~-;n; f a i t h mi gh t 
be a t ri:,ng then9d in us,, :in:i we m15h t publicly c onf ees 
OU!' faitb, a..uu proclai m the benef its of Christ, a.a 

2g. 
29. 
.30 . 
31. 
-.s2. 

P• 67 • 

He b.:i: t:,wb 6., S-12• 
Romans ll, 27. 
2 Corinthians 3, 9• 
Schwan, Lu~ h Gr•s Small Cateoh1am, P• 145, Quest. 334. 
•Augsburg Confession, n XXIV, 30, Conoo .r:<ii ~ Ti·iglotta, 



Po.ul says, l Cor • ll, 26: A!!, often a a ll eat this 
bread ~ drink th1B cup., li ~ ~bOWthe Lord's 
death, .!!Q.• But our adversaries oontend t hat the 
I'llaBS is a \iOrk thci.t jUSt1 f 1ea UB ~ opera OperatO, 
a nd removes t he guilt and liability to pun1sbment 
in thos e for whom 1 t is oel1.3br!i.ted : For thus 
~ritee Gabriel •••• Beoause this is a Sa.orament 
of t e New Teatamont., as Christ clttar ly says, he 
ought for this very reason to be confident that 
~hat i~ promised in t h e New Testament, namely, 
t he free remtss1on of sins, is offered him•••• 
For rnan are taugh t concerning the -r;rutt use of tha 
Sa crament t h ~t it ,as insti t uted for t he purpose 

15 

of being a s~al and testimony of th~ f r ee remission 
of sins, and that, acc ordingly, 1 t ought to admonish 
~larmed oonaciences to be truly conf ident a nd 
believe that their s ins a.re freely r emit t ed •••• 
The Sacrame nts a l' e sig na ~f God' s ~-;il l t o. ard us, 
nnd not merely signs of men among eaoh other; and 
t hey· are right in defining t hat Sacr rufients in the 
Nen Tes t ament a re signs of gra,oe. And because in a 
saorai~ent thare u.:ce t wo things, a s i gn and the Word, 
the Word., in the New Testarr.ent, 1e t he promise of 
g race added. The promise of t he New Testament is 
the promise of t he r emission of sins •••• We shall 
only present t his in op~osition: It 1a certain th~t 
the Lord's Supper was instituted on account of the 
reruiaaion of sins, w~jre 1t 1s neces sary that BUilt 
be truly understood. 

The Large Oateoh1sm says: 

Bri efly that is as muoh a s t o say: For t h i s r eason ( 
we go to t h e Sacr~ ent because ther e we reoeive such 
a. treasure by ~nd in ~hiob we obtain forgiveness ot 
sins •••• For h era 1n t he Saorwnent you a.re t o reoeive 
from the lips of Christ forgiveness of sins, wh1oh 
oontalns and brings r:1 t h 1 t th e grao e o f God and 
t he Spirit crith all Hie g ifts, proteot1on, shelter. 
and powar agtinst death e.nd ~he devil a nd all 
misfortune., 

~ Formula .2f Concord, Thor.ough Deolaration, says: 

Since, no~, th1e true, almi ghty Lord, our Creator 

33. •Apology of the Augsburg Confession,• III, 89; XIII, 
20; XXIV. 49.69.90; Conoord1a. Tr1~lotta., PP• 179.313.4<>1.4-09.415. 

34. 1 La.rge Cat~obism,• V, 22.7, Concordia Tr1glctta, 
PP • 757 and 769. 



and Rede<,mer, Jesus Christ, after the Last Supper, 
when He 1e just beginning Hio bitter autfer1ng and 
death for our sins, in those sad last moments, 
w1 th groa.t consideration and solemnity, in the 
ins titution of this most venerable Sacrament, 
nhioh was to be used until the end of the world 
with great revexence a.nu obedience [_and humility] , 
and v,a.s to be an a.biding memorial of His bitter 
sufferi ng anu death anu all His benefits, a sealing 
;:: a.nd confirmation] of 'the Ne,1 Testament, a consol­
ation of all distressed hea rts, and a fir~ bond of 
union of Christians with Christ, their Head, and 
~ith one a nother, in the ordaining and i nstitution 

16 

of the Holy Supper spa ke these words concerning . the 
bread i1h1ch He blessed and gave [ to His disoiples] •••• 
Therefore t here is no doubt that also concerning 
the other Plirt of the Sa.ora.ment these word.a of 
Luke ca.nd Paul: Thia -™ .1s!, _lli new testament .!J! \ 
J!I blood, oa n have no other meaning tha n that ·1hioh I 
St. ?!at thew and St. Mark g1 ve: This namely, that 
•,ihioh you orally drink out of the oup ll ~ blood 
..2! ~~testament, whereby I establish, seal, 
and confim ; 11th y ou. men this My teat ~unen t ~nd new 
covenant, namely, the forg iveness of sins./? 

'i'huo Luther states: •wegen des Blutea Christi 1st 

in und mit dem Kelch die Vergebung der Suenden vorhanden 

und w1rd vermittelst des Kelohes mitgeteilt.•36 

S1noe :f org1 Vt:itiess of sins is dispensed through this 

Sa.ora.ment, it naturally follows that salvation is a benefit 

flowing from it, as well as life eternal. For forgiveness 

of sins anu salvation fr cm sin a.re synonymous. And since 

sins are forgiven, tb& bina being removed as an obstacle to 

eternal life, eternal lif~ naturally also follo·ra as a 

oonoomitant of forgiveness of s1ns. Thia is expressed 

35. •Formula of 6onoord, Thorough Deola.ration. • VII, 44 
and 5-3, Conoordia 1r1glotta, PP• 957 and 991• 

35. Martin Luther, Sa.emmtliohe Sohriften, XX, P• 278f. 

I 
I 
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very well in the Small Catechism: •Tha.t ia aho·:m us by these 

words, 'Given, and shed for you for the remission of sins•; 

namely, tha t in t he Sacrame nt forgiveness of sins, 11 fe, and 

salvati on a r e gi ven us through these words. For --vhere there 

1a f org i veueas of s ins, there 1s c:..lso life and salvat i on •• 37 

Holy Sor ipture 3.ttests t;o th1e fact, for in Romana 5,1.2.21. 

we read: "Therefore being justified by faith, 'ii8 have peaoe 

·s i th God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we have 

a.ooees b y faith into tbis (..,:race '.1here1n "..'ie stand, an::i. rejoice 

in hope of t he glory of God. Tha t a s oin hath reign~d unto 

d.eath, e ven so m1 gh ·c graoa reign through righteousness unto 

ett!rna l life by J esus Chri s t, our Lord. 1t3S 

The Roman Catholic Church 1.'C3 jeots the forgiveness of 

sins a s T, bl::! p.rinoipal benefit cf t be Lord's Supper a.a is 

a ttested by ~ CG..nons gtnd. Decrees .9f. ~ Council .2f Trent: 

"If any one s aith, either tha t the prino1pal fruit of the 

most holy Euoharlo t is the remission of sins, or that other 

effects ao not result therefrom; let him be anathema.•39 

And according to 1 t s Cateohtam the Euoha.rist v1e·,'fed as a 
l+O 

Sacrame nt removes only venial s1na. However, this is only 

a natura l result of their re:.j,eo·t1on of Christ• s redemption 

a e a full aton~me nt foi· all ai ns • They therefore regard 

this Sacrament more a.o a means v1hereby .man ma.y be assisted t o 

37· Schwan, Luther's Small Cate§hism, P• 145. 
36· Of. also ~itus 3,7; Romans ,;o; 2 Timothy 2,10. 
}9• J. Waterworth'a translation, Sees. XIIIt Can. 5, P• Sj. 
40. Cateoh1smus Romanus~ II, c~ IV~ Quest. ~l. 
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acquire his own r i ghteousness. 

So a.l so t h e Reformed deny that the f org1 veness of sins 

n!a y b e obta.1ned throug h the Saora.ment of the Altar, for 

Zwi n3 li Ylr1 tea: •coeno.. dominioa , ut ea.rr: Pa.ulue app3llat 
1 

41 
mortis Christi oomrnemoratio est, non peocatorwn remiss10.• 

So also Calvin claims that faith is worked by the Holy Ghost 

immediately and not through any extern:il rneans, 42 and Hodge 

s a ys in his Systematio Theology, Vol. II, P• 684: •Efficacious 

grace a cts i~nediately.• 

But there is no basis in Holy Scripture for the denial 

of the Lord's Supper as a means whereby for ~~1veness is dis­

pensed• On the oontra.ry, as set forth above, this Sacrament 

is a wondrous means .• hereby our Lord offers, g1 ves and seals 

such for~iveness. 

Our Lutheran Ohu.roh rightly r egards the Lord's Supper 

most highly, pr1ma.rilly beoauee it transmits and oonfirms 

the f org 1 veness of sins, "Whioh is its most necessary part.•43 

The f 01'g i veness of sins, • together \11th life a.nd salvat ion, 

the first an d f o~emost gift of this Sacrament. All other 

bene!ite a re subordinate anu dependent upon this one chief 

is 

b l '3f;r;J1 ng, are only .:ionoom1 ta~te of this• _Among these ,1e may 

memt1c.,n the strengthening and maintaining of fa.1th, the union 

41. Cpp., III, 25tl!, as 4.uotad by Pieper,~· cit•, foot­
note 13g9, P• 43g. 

42. Inat1tutos, IV, 14.17. Consensus T1g~1nus, XVII, as 
quoted by Pieper, .22,• o1 t., footnote 1392, P• 439 • 

43. •tt.a.rge Cateoh1a'm'7 V, 20, Qonoord1a Tr1glotta, P• 757• 
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with Cbrja-: , t h e unio myati.oa, iih1:1 union •:ri '"h t:he O[}iritual 

body of Christ, th, Chul"ch , progre~s in =-~ :.i!tnct1fied. ·.1alk 

of life of g reat love to God amt f e l10,<1man. 1ncr3aaed 

patienc e ln t h~ trials and tri buJ.a ttona o f li :'e, joy in 

Clu·:teti s.n 11 ving , t,bi·ough this Sc.orame nt a l so ~1 vi~ a 

c c,nfessi ) H .;.;f fai t h ::i.nd. a proclc.mation of ""i;h e Gospel of 

Christ befo1·e t ho wor l<.L , 1;~ ..... .,ell ns rionoring our God a nd 

Savi o r. D:-c • Pi<:1pe1· brings t his out wonderfully nhen bo S".l.ys: 

All i:: o.nder r:: VT1rkunc;en d es A"b~~ ndma hle s ind d~!' Dar­
b i e tung dar Ver~~bung der Suenden n1cht koord1n1ert, 
son J.e rn oubOl'dini c~rt . Al;, W!rktW..gen d.es A~r~nd!:1rrbls 
w e:rden mi 1. Rech t gene.nnt: di a Staerkung dee Ghiubens, 
die Ve i' ai ni g ung mi t Chri sto , <11 e Ve:i.· ei ni gu-?'\.g :mi t der­
g ei s -c l iohen Lai b e Cbr1st;1, 4er Kirobe, d1 e li'0~rderung 
der. He111 e,ung, die Entzuendung der Liane zu Gott und 
d em Naechsten, die M.ehrung der Geduld und d.er Boff­
nung de£-: evi i f~en Lebens. Abo r 11.l}e d.i eee W1rkungen 
beruhen nicht n,1r te1lwe1se , sondern gan~ auf dar 
Ta tsa che , da.ss d.a.s Abemimahl l£i tt e l der Suendenvergeb­
un~ 1st. DGr christ l \che Glaube 1s t ja ae1nem Weaen 
nach der Glaube an d i e durcb Christi stellvertretende 
Genugtuung vorhandene Ver t ebung der Suenden. Daher 
ks.rm a uoh der c h::r i s tlich~ Gln.uhe nur 1n d ~r V!eise 
gestaerkt werden, da.ss sein Objeo~, durch daa er 
entsteht und besteht , naemlich aie Zuaaee der VergebuN; 
der Buenden, duroh die von Gott geordneten Gnade !l!J'littel 
1 hm g e g Gnuebertritt. Es g ib'!; auch Y.eine anctere Geme1n­
a c haft mit Cnristo als die, welche d ur oh den Gla uben 
n.n di~ von 1hlll erworbene Ver~e bung der Suenden vermitt­
elt wird. Alle, die dafue1· mit Rom und m1t Zwingli 
und mit Calvin e1ne ~r at i ~ 1nfuaa subst1tu1eren wollen, 
f'all e n unte.i. das Urt e il: 'Ih1· ha.bt Chri stum ve:rloren, 
j i c 1h~ ,:J:""r .; t v.as Gaeetz gerech t ·.10.rcle n ~,011 t, und 
s eid von der Gna<le g efallen•' (Footnote 1396. Gal . 5,4.) 
Ea g 1 bt auoh Keine sndere Gen1a1n..q cha.ft n it a.e m g e1et-
l iohen Leibe Chx is ti, der Kirch e, ale di e , ~elch e 
durc!i den Glauben an c.ia~ Evc:1.nge lium vor"' der Verg ebung 
der Suenden um Christi w1lle n sowohl er s tmalig bewirkt 
a l. !:. ziuoh f ortd,=.Uo:i:r,J. d:i:'ha.l l.c:ul ·,1.il·u . Alle, welche a.naere 
Verbindungsm1ttel m1t der K1rohe suohan, verl1eren 
1iadurch, ··,1 e c11 e Geme i nsohaft mi t Chris to, so auoh 
d i e Ge?!e!nschu!'t a,i t ae1neri: ~:e1atl1chen Leibe, d.or 



Kircha. Es g1bt auch k e 1n a nderea Mittel, ohrist-
11ohe He111gung zu be.virken1 a l~ d~n Glauben a n 1.1e 
Ba.J:mher~igkeil t G.:>tte~, na.oh ·ueJ.oher Gott uns urn 
Chr1at1 Willen dia Suenden vergibt. Wieder Apostel 
schreibt:•Ioh eru11.A.hne ttuch duro:1 ctie Barmherzigk.eit 
Gottea, da.30 1hr eure Lo1ber bc,g ehet ~ure Opfer• us'"• 
{Footnote 1397• R<Jum. 12.J.,faic]) Es gibt a.uoh ke1n 
andares Mittel, die Liebe zu Gott und dam No.eohsten 
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in e1nem Mens ch,3;-iherzun zu e:mtfachen and z.u staerlten., 
ala den Gla.uben a.n u 1 e Liebe, mi t dtir uns Gott gel1 ebt 
hat 1 de.sz ar una Um;uer·d.1gen l.llleiri U LJ Cill' .it1ti 
s "- tiafaot1o v1oar1a ·.dll t~n die Suenden vergi bt. 
1 L:'.!.eset una J.bn 11eben, d~:t!:l ~:r :ia."ti uns erst geliebetl' 
(Footnote 139e. 1 Joh. 4-,19 .) und: •He.tuns Gott also 
p:eli ebet:; SJO ~ol l e n 1, i.!. .. u~o o.uch unt e I"a.in..:!.nder lieben.• 
(Foctnote 1399 • l Joh . 4,11.) Ebans o s etzt Paulus die 
freut!.i o;~ Hoffnang des e,11gcn Lebens und C11e Geduld 
unte:r deir. Kreuz l13d1 g lich 1 n A'bfolge zu de1.· Reoht­
ferti gung ~ das 1s t, dar__J1argebung der Suenden, aus dem 
Gl<1.uben { .cf, f<' ,(.,) 1Je'1·n:,;; ouo/ ct< 71", [-rc:.ws ,p ·,,L),(Foot-
uote 1400. Roam. 5 ,lff.) Wei:i nun im Abendmahl die 
Vergabung der Suende n , clu1:ch Leib und Blut Christi 
vei·sieg ~lt., also in beaondera eindr1ngl1cher und 
troeetlioher Weise darg eboten ttiird1 so g eschieht 
cs, d,a.1.3a d1Jm Abenclrnahl d ie genannten geistliohen 
Wirkungen in besov.derem llaace e1ga n sind• Alle, 
r1eloh~ mi t Ron: , Z;·11ng li 1 Cal v1n und neueren Theologen 
das Abendrr.s.hl n1cht primo looo Suendenvergebungsf:11 ttel 
s e in lassen, machen tats~~chlich aaemtliche Wirkung en 
des Abendmahls unmoeglich. Sle roachen, sofern sie 
koneequent ble1ben, aus dem Abendma.hl ein mensohliohea 44 Werk, das sie von der Gnade Gottes in Chris to soheidet. 

The strengthenin~ a nd ma1ntenanoe of a t rue f a ith in 

Christ as t-h e onl y Savi or fr or.: sin is a b enefit · .ihioh the 

Lord graciously beato•;1s upon the \~orthy oommun1ou.nt 1n 

abundant measure through the Lord's Supper. •This d o 1n 

rememl)ra.nce of Me.• He says. Who can rsm~mber Christ in 

true faith in Him 1 who oan remeruber Bis body, wh1oh was given 

for Him, and Hie blood shed for him for t he remission of sins, 

44 • .P.J'.l• oit• .· Vol III, P• l~42f • 

I 
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which he receives 1n this Saoramant, wi t hout having bis faith, 

his tl'us t a n -1. c on f i. d ance in tba reci.eetting potu=n: of Christ and 

His vic i:.u:ious atonem,int strengthened. Christ 1n effect here 

tells the oommunloant: •Rere is My body and blood, that ~a.me 

body a n d. b lood by wh1ol1 I completely a.toned for your ains; 

re(la1 ve it o.s a 1-lecig~ of th~ f org1 venesa I have '70rt f or you, 

a n1 trust 1n M.a al~aya a nd. fully as y cur Savior, for you 

sa~ here tha t I am t.1.~uly y'1ur Redaemsr. I have made a. oove­

a nt .r i th you; xeo~i ve hea:e My blood, whi en 1a t he grounp on 

w ioh God c an anJ doe;:; g r ant and you may accept this cove­

na nt. "1+5 Es pe.oial. ly the ,rnak in fa.1th a.1.·e t o be encouraged 

to rac t"J1 v a ~~ b~ Sacrament f i·t3quently. .Anci ~i ho is not weak 

1 n f a 1 t h 1n a g r o ~t er· or leaaer deg.1.·eG 1 Luther tnerefore 

oorreotly ad.viaes: 

Fueh1s·!i du i n: !fa1·ze~ , dusc du es nicht ciafuer 
haeltst nooh g laubat, und dooh gerne ~olltaat, 
d n.9~ du g l a uben xoenntest> so !!:U!!St du dennoch 
nicht verzagon und vor dem Sa.kr~ent fl1ehen, 
~~)ndo.::n eoe n daeelbr1 t Hualf'e auohen, daat:i aioh 
de1n Gle.ube a.nz-uende und zw1eh1na. Denn ~bgleioh 
otlicho greulioh ~eo traft s ind w¢r4en, darum dass 
s1e daa Sakrament un,1Uerdi g und ohne Glauben 
empfa i'li~-n babon, SL) si n (i tio '1ouh a llein dies e, 
·,1elche w1r cben erzaehl t ha.ban, d.1 £-, v t:r s tockten 
und ruch~oeen Hel'Zun• Als o solls t uu a.bt3l ' tun 
und denken: Herr, s1ehe, da 1st da.a Wort, h1er 
ts main Gebreohen und Kl.·ankheit; so ha$ t du 
aelhst ces!i.e t: •Korr.m-i. her zu m1r alle, uie 1hr 
lluohsal1g und beladan s e 111, 1nh '·1111 euob er­
~uicken, • Matta.ll, zg. ~einat du, dass er 
solohas dane n hab9 geG&.gt, so &:. sohon bI'tHlnen 
uncl stark aincl 1m gla.uben? Sein Reich 1st n1oht 
dahin gaatellt, da.as or di& gerecht(;!:. f :-;~d~rc .J 
sondern dass er den Suendern helfc und dieselbigen 

45• l Co£• ll, 25• Cf. Expoe1tora Greok Tastflllept, 
Vol. II, P• 991• 

\ 



auoh fromm me.ohe; darum 1er gebreohlich 1s t und 
fuehlt es, der gehe hinzu und lasse sich helfen.46 
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And again he says: 0 Das 1st Cnristi Gedaeohtnis, so man d ie 

Kraft una Fruoht seines Loiaens lehrt und glaubt.•47 

In e ffect, the ,.vortby oorr.niunioa.it, when he partakes of 

the Sacrament, tells himaelI: sr believe 1n Christ a s My 

Savior. He bas won fo£ me forgiveness of my s ins by His 

suffe ring a nu d eath on the c r oss. Here he g ive::J me His o·illn 

body ~nd blood, ~hat s ame body ana blood , h1oh He gave a nd 

shed fol.' tho remission of my sino on the oross, as a pledge 

of the sufficiency of that atonement an of my f Orf; ivenesa. 

He ia indeed my Sa.viorl Ho gives them t o me aB au ina.ivid ual 

:.ri th the message tha t the:,y are a se~.l that my ou n sine a.re 
I 

indeed c..nd f ully covered. He is indeed~ SaviorL How oan 

I help but trust ct.nr.l. put my eve r y confidence in Him, v,ho 

not onl y in distant time an far off land laid down His life, 

but ~ow even oomea to me pe£ Aonally and assures me t hat this 
1f~'J. .. I 

was all fen· me and gives me His body and blood as a sur" 

witness co convince beyond the shadow of a doubt tha t I am. 

completely redeemed. .I!!!..!.! indeed~ Sa.v1orl HoYI oa.n I 

help but believe it?• 

Our Cateohiam states well in the •Christian Questions,• 

No. 1a: "Finally why do you \71 ell liO go to the Sacrament? 

Answer: That I may lc~~n to believe that Chribt died for my 

l:6. Luther .£.E.• £.U•, XI. P• 654t. 
1i-7. Luther .2E_· .5!!1•, X, P• 2188• ' 
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e1n ou'li cf ~~a&.t love.,•
4

g and No. 16: "Why ou; ht ~-:e ~ore­

m~rnber and sho·.~ II1G :lea th? .Awwer: ThR.t w~ may lea.rn to 

bel1eVt:, t hat no o.cea.ture coul d. make aat i s faotion f or our sine 

but Ohri ot., true God a n d Man.n49 Our Catech ism furtberreore 

sta tes in o.nm1~~ ::- t'1 th quez t:ion: "For ·,fhat purpcse, then> 

do ~e approach the Lord's Table? Chiefly for ~h e strer.gthen-

1 ng of our faith in t h e f org 1 veness of our Sins -chroubh our 
.... 0 

Lord Jesus Chrie t.u? 

111£. ~pology r·d f10 rir,l11;ly statos: "For rcen are taught 

conoerning the true:: us o of -r,l1e Sa.orament th.::.. t it was 

1nsti tut~d for t h e purvose of beint, a. 6ab.l a.nu t ds·i:;imony ot 

the free r~miesi on of a1 ne., "1.nd tha t, accordi ng ly, it ought 

t o e¥dr,on1eh ala rmed ,,ons ciences tc b e truly confidont and. 

believe tha t their l:i ins a.r~ freely remitted. •51 

Th El Heform0d bod i os lay c;reat strees on t h e spiritual 

e e.t1nc ?..n....t drinkini:; in 1;he Lord'$ Suppel'• Thay then1aalTes, 

ho·never, ma.ke suoh ~pir1 tua l -aati ng and drinking by fa1 th 

impossible by their 01n doctrine, for they not only deny 

the real preettnoe of Chl~i f3 t 's botiy a.11.l bloo in 1:he Sac­

rament and that it ie a m~ans whereby for g iveness 1e 

dispgnsed, but also deny that the Holy Spirit ~orks through 

the Lord's Supper., saying He works oniy 1mmad1ately, never 

48, Sohwa.n, .2,2• SU•, P• 37• 
49 • Sohwe.n, .2,2 • Jal•., P • 3 7 • 
50. Sobt7a.n, .21?, • .2.U. • , p • l 46 • 
51. •Apology of t he Au5sburg Confession•., XXIV, ~9, 

Conco~d1b Triglotte, P• 4ol. 
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