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lV. Christ .!!. �~� ediator ,!!!. Graoe. 

~. Head ot the Churoh. 
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Thomas' most dovelopad thought on the relation between 

Christ and the Ohuroh is found in his Obristoloe.7. where he 

treats ot Obrist ao Head of the Ohurch.1 By analos,v with 

man's. body, Paul had oalled the, Churoh- the Body of Cbrist.2 

Ho ·,over, in order tc, distinguish 1t from Christ• a natural 

body the adjeo~ive •aystioa1• began to be enployea.3 ot 

1. 111a, q. 8; III Sent. dist. 13; De J•rit. q. 29• 4 et 
5; co6p_. theol. 215; In 1, Cor. 121 leot. ; 1.!! !l!!\,. 1. leat. 
7 et ; 4, iaot. 4 at7>., aacr-at other plaoes. -

2. Rrun. 12, 4.5; l Cnr. 12; Epb!' 11. 22, 83; 4., 4-7, 11-
16; Col. 1, 18; 21 10.12.19. ~his plays a signitioant role 
in our thinking today, of.:!!!!, Lutheran flmnal, No. 2061 
stanza 2. •shall I fear, or oauid the Hea .lU.se and leave 
His members deadi• . 

s. As o•connor, .22• oit., p. 298A ancl Lat.tey, �~� Ohuroh, 
vii, ~oint out, the term 1-itystioal Body• • ~a not ~•ed by 
the Fathers to desJgnate the Ohuroh. o•Oonnor quotas 
Bishop 1.teyers (I!!!! gstioal Body _gt, Christ, :a;reaaury of the 
.i'ai th series, aao:ai~lan, .New Ynrk, 19311 p. 21), saying 
that~ hryanstnm usa4 the term amystiaal body• to designate 
the .3Uobar1st, and that this use pa rsisted in Babanus .i..alll'us 
(d. 856) and Pasabaalua Radbertua (d. 851). Lat\.ey traoea 
its ap)lioation to the Churob ~o the treatise R!, Corpora..!!. 
Sangu·ine· Domini (ohap. 95) by Tatramnus Corbe1ena1a in t,he 
ninth oentiu17. Alexander of Halas (d. 1845') used it 1Q...,bia 
Universao Theolngiaa Su~ma (ed. 1622, vol. 2, P• 73)1 when 
ireating the graoe of ~br1st and flis He dsbip of the Church. M 

The usage of the dootor irretrafabilia was repeated. by 1illla~ 
of .l\uvergn.e (d. 1240). and Alber \he Great (d. ~80) • making .. 
1 t oomDOD usage in t,he thirteenth oentury._., . Cf. also 
Br.abmana • s treatm"nt, 11 Die kebra von Christo, dam Baupte g•J 
K1rob•• in der Patriati'lt'iin tiohol'astik,1 .!!J!.• iii., P• 19 t. 
Graboffsld., Tst. Augustine and ihe uootrine .of the li,yatiaal 
Body ot Christ,~ Theolo5ioal Sludiea, ~aroh, 19461 Vol. Vll, · 
Ro. 11 p. 74; o•connor, .ll• al., p. aea, who interprets . 
Aquinas to mean the amysuryTcit the redemption in the sense 
ot Paul, Eph. 3, 1-13. · 
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tho many monbero Christ is Hea d, ·tnr the graoa whioh f lowed 

into Christ first goou into all the members, and they beonme 

a s a single wyotioal persons una persona mys\joa.4 Christ•• 

intluenoe is a personal nne in all the spiritual life nf the 

Ohuroh. ocordiog to Paul Obrist is the fulness from nh1oh 

all graoo and holineoc that tlnws into the Ohuroh oomea; ther-
\, \I ~ \ I • _.... 

t nra the Ohuroh is IE.. 77'" "'?<9 ""t:'""- .IE!! ~ 7r.-. vr1- _.t!., 7nl ,,,, 

,r.A>r;,-vt:/.,o.u, ~ph. l, 23. on this vorae Thomae remarl-:s that 

since the Church wac 1nst1tutod by Christ it is oa lled His 

tulneas, tnr Just as all virtues are 1n Christ, trnm whence 

they re implanted into tbe members of His Church, so all the 

spiritual gifts whioh the Chur~h has in .Christ flow nut 1n\o 

the members a nd pe:,;-feot them.~ 

This 1ntluenoe nt Obrist DD the members has a . tramendoua 

oooia.l intluenoe, for all oreat1oa, whioh went nut fro■ 
. . 

Obrist in the beginning a nd '.'9h1oh was partly separated by 

sin, 10 led baok ~o its He~d a a· tn i~a f~nal end. In aooord 

with the Fathers. Thomas speaks of a oon■unioatio 1d1nmat.Wl 

between Chris and the Churoh: 6 there ia ,goh a~ inner unity 

between Christ a~d the Ch11rcJh that they beoome one idea. As 

Grabmann s ,aya, •von Christo kc,11mt die Kirohe, !Jl Christo lebt. 

die .Kiroha, zu Ohriato strebt die Kirohe.•7 %homaa• remarks 

. . 



on the oommuaioatio are found in his axpnaition of the 

Psalms: "11!!!.Sl est J!.U JlA ragu1is supra JJl pripqipio .Ew­

ter11 ees1 tis, .!1!!Wl .u, ™ partinant u pambra" 41011; 

Ohristus de .u proptar m, guo4 aunt s0111aat; unum aprpy 

mystioum Ohriatus et .Eoolesia, Jl1 J.4u. 1gqugptur aiqJl\ .!!!lll 

persona n Christus traastormat DJ.a. &zolasiam a Eqolaslam 
y Christ um. 118 

This unity is express ed in annther .ay by Thomas, again 

following the Fathers and the other soholastios, when he 

speaks nf the marriage relationship between Christ aDd the 

Churoh.9 In this oonoept of the .marriage between the two 

their ooatinued mutual love is given its moat beautiful 

express ion. ID the ,radit1onnl ioterpretatinn of the Song J!! 

Songs this idea oomes into speo1al prom1oenoe: 1 lgtent1o 

pr1no1pal1s huJus operis ,!!!. exprlmere mutua des1dar1a 

inter Spoosum .!1 Spoasam aive igter Ohriatum n Eoolaaiaa.•10 

So muoh are Christ and the Churoh identified by Thomas 

that he deolares the two 1.ogether make no more 1.lia·n Christ 

alone, Just as God and the World make no more 1.han God alone, 

sino~ the norld emanated fron God and realizes la plurality 

a. Ia Pa. 21. leat. 2. 
9. see-il'rabmaaa,, p. 251 tt. 
10. In Can,. 31 leot. a. -
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that whiah in Him is one and s1mple.11 Coagar explains: 

•For as the world is what it is only by partioipation of 

God, thus recoiving from Him but adding nothing, so the 

Church, new lite of humanity moving God 1ards, is what she 

is only by part1oipat1on of Christ, reoeiving from Him 

yet adding nothing. 8 12 

~lso in his oommentary nn the Psalms and on the 

marriage at··oaaa, John 2, 1-10. Thomas spa l<.a of the Bride 

and Bridegroom. In the latter Thomas speaks _of the myst1-

oal marriage between Christ 2nd the ~huroh. This tonk 

plaoe first in the womb of the virgin, publicly when the 

Ohuroh was Joined to Him through talth, oonaummately ffhen 

the bride will be introduoed to the marriage ohamber of the 

bridegroom; i.e., in heavenly glory.13 

John •s desorlption of the >,l1os as •plenum gra\lae .!1 
veritBtis,• John 1. 14.16, provides the impetus tor another 

referenoe in ~bomaa to Christ as Head of the Churoh: •ter1i1o 

11. lV Sent. dist. 49 1 q. 4• a. 3 1 ad 4: •!!! Christo 
apirituale non m partiaulatum, sed eat totaliter U, 1nte­
,E!!!i unde tiiie eat tot.um b:ooles ae boqum,_ J!!.!. ,w. a11auod 
!!!!al.!!!.~ et a1-rr-guam lpae so u .• ~ verit •. , q. 9,. a. 6: 
.Et .9.!!!!.-mirTitiiii1a omaes orea~uraa rationales guodammodo 
il'.reatiia gra1ilaru■1afiu1t. Incle ea1i guod 1pse .!!1 prina1p1.UIL 
guodam■oclo omals srat.lae aeoandum humaaitaten, alout A2!!!! . 
esi prlnolplum omnia ease: ohrf•• a1gut ,a Ueo omnia essend1 
iirt-eotlo adunatur. it.a In sto amaif 1rat1af plen11iudo 
et v1:riuti.a lnveai 1iur. • -Ut. aLo 11• I a • q. as. a. 2 oorp. i, i&positlo in 3mbolUll,1 an. 10. 

12. Congar. _g~ a •• P• ~42. 
13 • .1!!, Joan. a. leot.. 1. 
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modo poss unt exponi aeouadum oapitis dign1tatem1 soiliaet 

1a9uantum Ohri~t.us ,!!! oaput. Eaolesiaa •. •14 

Thomas distinguishes t.hree kinds of grace, aaoh pos­

sessed by Obrist 1D their tulness: l) Graae of union, 

gratia unionis, by which the Person of the Divine "lord is 

given gratis to the human nature.15 This is the aourae of 

the twn other graaea. All graoe comes from Go4.l6 but through 

the hypostatio union in Obrist God is Joined ~o human nature; 

from this union in Obrist is der1vod the grace nf union. It 

belongs to Obrist aa God. 2) Habitual graae, gratia habitua­

lis, belongs to the spiritual holiness ot Obrist as man. It 

tlo~s from the union with God, as St. John writes, 1 1 14: 

• 1.ve saw His glory, ••• the glory as of the Only-begotten ot 

the Fo.1iher1 tu.ll of grace and truth.• Because this man is 

the only-bego~t.ea ot tbe Father, He is full of graae and trut.11..17 

3), OaJ>ital graoa., sat1a oapitia1 whioh' Ohriat possessed as 

Head of the Ohuroh; by this Christ is olosely unit.ad to Bia 

members~ Slooe they are Bia members Bla merits extend to 

them, Just as in a man the aotloa of the head is not tor 1"-
. 

self alone,, but. tor all the members,.18 

The 1naarnate Lord is Bead aooor41ng to Bia hWlaaity 
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1n three ways--order, perfeotion, and power: order-

as the hea d 1s highest in the body so spiritually Obrist•• 

grace is the first and highest; perfeation-inaa■uoh as all 

the senses dwell in the h~ad, so the tulneas nt all graoea 

dwells in Him, John l, 14, •we beheld Him ••• tull of graoe 

and truth0
; power--as the power ot moving and direoti·ng the 

other members 1s derived from th~ head, so He bestows graoe 

on the members ot the Chur.::h, Jahn 1, 16, •ot His tulness 

ha ve we all reoeived. 4 19 

A penetrating analysis of this analog 1s given by 

Pope in Lattey•s ~ Churoh: 

"fbe Bead· is, ot oourae, the d1reotiva pri~ 
oiple governing every member ot the body in pro­
portion as it .is subordinate to .its intluonoa. 
How marvelously subtle that forae whioh, while 
aoting throuy).1 ~ha medium of sinews and muaoles 
and a multiplio1ty of ohannels, yet aeoures abso­
lute and 1mmed1nte obedienoe t~ behestss my 
hand rises simultaneously with my brain's deter­
mination that it shall riset 11 live, nnw nol 11 
but Christ liveth in me.• Moreover that subtle, 
all-penadi~S intluenoe of the head over the 
members is proportioned to and perfectly adapted 
to the needs• oapaoities and powers ot eaoh mem­
ber, so that eaoh, while remaining pert18tly aubor­
dlnate,, yet retains its individuality.• 

B. ~he Manner of Bia ~ed1atinn. 

It remains to be shown how the . graoe ot Obrist aa 

Bead ts · m·11.de available to 1.he Ohurah. \~e must begin with 

the aourae of all grace--God; exoept God give grace tbrougb 

• I 
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Obrist., it is not ·reoetved. · But aooording to his di vino 

nature Obrist w•s God. He was nearest the Souroe, so He 

ha d gr~ae· as perfeat.ly· 3 S it oan be possessed: •&t hoo 

9uide111 apparet primo, .s eropinguitat.e animag Cbr1st1 ~ 

oausam gratiae. Dic tum .!.!1 enim guod, guaato aligupd 

reoeptivum proplnnulus .!!! oausae 1nflJ¼ODt1, abu:ndaptiua 

reo1p11;. ]!l ideo anima Christi,. ™ propinouiua 99giuo­

gitur !!!2.,inter o~nes oroaturas rationales. r9oip1t maxi­

.!!!! 1ntluentiam gratiae .!!.!!!.••2~ 

the value of the passion of Obrist lies 1n the hypo­

statio union: the divine nature gave supernitural value 
. 

to the suffering of Christ's flesh. Dit flesh is merely 

the instrument of the Godhead.28 Aa God Obrist was •pr1n-

. oipal1ter effeot ive• , as man "instrumentaliter ~tteot;ve 

,!l_meritorie.• ~homas says that the passion ot Christ, 

though lt ooourred in the flea~, nevenheless had a spiri­

tual effeativeness from his divinity,. beoause His flash was 

un1tod to it ao an ins t rument. lt follows that the passion 

of Christ baa a oertain divine power to romi t sina.23 

21. 111a, q. 7, a. 9 onrp. For the present ohapter this 
artiole is of sreat. lmportanoa; ,,s aubJaot: •utrum tuerit. 
in Christo eratiae plenitudo.• 
- 22. Cf. ~eeber1-• .!?!!.• olt .• , .III.1 P• 565. 

2_3. 111a. q. 4. • a. 11 ad 1. ot. 111a, q. 64, a. 3 oorp.: 
1 Diotum est enlm guod passio Christi. guae oompatit .al aeoun­
g,y humaiei aaturam, o~usa ~ ~oa~rae j11St1tiaatipa1a et 
mar1\orie, at elreat.1va.1 non guidam .2.1£ mndum prinqipal'Ii 
age·ntis .• sli'i ~ auotoritii'ea, .!.!! R.E modum lnatrumentl, 
lnguanium Bwnalili"aa eat inatrumentum divipitatis .!!l!ll., ll 
supra 41otum ast. 1 llitd., q. 8, a. 1, ad. 1; a. 2.3;° q. 
11, a. ·X; .!•.9.•!!~ IV, 41. 
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, . 
Ohriot•s pasaioa is ·the oauoo or forgiveness ot uins in 

three ,1aNs: 1) By exciting our oharity. By ohar1ty we sain 

pordnn,· of.- Lu.kc 7• 47: •maay sins i~re lol'g1von her beoa11se 

s he hath loved muoh.• 2) By redeoming us tro~ sin. As our 

Head 1:e delivere'1 His .members from ·sin by paying the prioe ot 

the Pas31on. 3) By way of otfioienoy as man. His flesh, 

the instrument of d1~1nity, operated n1th divine power to 

expel our slns.24 

Beoause ot the divine and huma n in Him, Christ is the 

perfect oedia tor between God and man. Bad Adan not sinned 

Chris t would not have . nd to a ssume the human nature.25 8ut 

He beoame flesh in order that Ha might -manifest Bis love tor 

ua 1 that we might ~artioipate fully in Bis divinity. ~e may 

do this baoausa we ahare in some ia7 tn this union with the 

Wnrd. ~hnrnaa quotes St. Augustine·: •.raotum .!!!l. l>eua !ll!!2, 

ut homo tleri.t Deus. •26 -------,;;;;;,;;;,,-
'l'he Iaoarnation is the oause tor the reoept1on ot graoe 

10 all who reoe1ve 1t. In ,he lnoarnat1na , is grounded the . . 
unity betwee~ the Old ~nd New Testament Ohuroh, tor graoe 1a 

the God-man is the source ot calvat1on. So although the 014 

Testament believers came muoh earlier 1n time, the Inaarnat1oa 

w. s logloally prier. Chriat aame into the worl4 to save 

24. Ibid •• a. 1 oorp. 
25. fil&, q. 1. a. 3. 
26. Sermo g Katlv. Domini. 1118 , q. 1, art. 2 •. 



sinnera • . but thomas .oould alsn say that qe oame into the 

fforld to establish the "Ohurob--• A~ h!l9, venit JJ! mundum, 
ut Eoolesiam tundaret.•27 -
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Sn humanity reoeivea through Christ the supernatural 

gifts ot God. As Christ io tbe way to God, so is th~ Churoh 

the way to Christ. over this divine high~ay tlons the graoe 

whioh Christ won tor all Bis members.28 Only through Ohr1at. 

the t,ay:, oaa the return be made: 11 0111, seougdun S!!d .!l.2!2, 

,m .!!!!. nnbia tendencli !!!, Daum. •2 9 

Cb.riat•s work, then, is etteotive tor 11a through the 

instrumental aotiv1ty ot His humanity serving the d1y1ne 

nature. Here the 1ntluenoe of the Greek 6athers, partiaularly 

Cyril of Alexandria and John of Damaaous ( 8Human1tae Christi 

.!!!. 1natrunentum d1vinitatis.N) is apparent.30 ln taat1 the 

burden of Goiselmann•s entire inaugural leature at T!bingeDt 

II Ohristu11 .!!91. die .Kirahe no.oh Thomas yon Agulg111. neolag1sahe 

9uartalsohritt, is the point d1sa11aeed by Grabmann, PP• 243-

41 that thomaa ohanged his dootr1na nn the 1aatrwaental 

27. i3,• ~att. 16• 18. 
as. ~lo enlm reolpiebat aaima Chr1atl 1rat1am • .D.S.!!. 

auodammol'c,',ranstundereiur ia alioa.• Ill, q. '• a. 9 oorp. 
~·• :fa,, q. 2, pre1i. cf .also II~•• prnl. 
30. Ct. Congor, .22:• .!!!!•, PP• 346-7; Grabmann, .U•· .!!!1.•, 

PP• 2211 P.43-4. 
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etfeotiveness nt Chriat•a wnrk.31 Geiaelmann baa deo1s1vel7 

proven his point. There oa n be no doubt but that in his ma­

ture work , the Summa Theologioa, Thnmas asoribed an instru­

menta l etfeo t iveness to the work nf Christ as maa.32 

In passing it may be men'liioned that Ohriat is the high­

est teaoher in the Church. The teaching ot the Uhuroh is 

only pa rtioipation in the teaching aotivity of Obrist, who 

was the first and roremost teacher in mat Lers of sacred 

dootrine and faith. On His teaching the Church was built.33 

This Ohuroh oannot e r r, says ~homas, not only beoauae the 

Hniy Spirit is preserving it, but beaause the Pope is the 

very Vioarius Christi. Peter had taken Christ's plaoe as 

Head nf the Churoh, a nd he and his suooessors have ,!!!l! 

31. Geise,lmann points out that the young Thom~s, when he 
commented on the Sentenoes, taught a causality of graae from 
God alone (III Sent. dist. 13• q. s·sol.) 1 asoribing only a 
prepar a tory, 41apns1ve aottvi'liy tq_.9hr1st ("Gratia~ .!l 
,!!!!. media nte homina Christ.a; i.pse :nim fispaauit 1ipjuiii7i'uma~ 
num genus ad_ausoeptionem gra1i1ae. II. Sent. dist. 131 q. 
r,-a. 1, adv). In the •oourse of his theolngioal develop­
ment, thr~ugh reading the Greek i'athars (1a translation) 1. 
he oame to aao ibe a oausality to Cbriat•a humanity. 
Geiselmann even traoes down time and plaoe: •!is tli;l.t !a 
die Zeit zwisohen der Yollendana des Xomaensara ium ~enteazen­werk (1256) und Ab?'iisung !!,!l CnmpeBdium theolog ae (1260) 
und tindet slili in den iuaeattonea a Verttate und D!E von 
q:-21 zu q . 29 :.(ffsw::t2 9 nao Grabmaaa). Geiselmana, iii':-
!!!.•, P• 282. - . 

38. IIla, q . 4::. ,, a. 2; q. 48• a. 6. · 
· "33. Grabmana, .22.• ait.., p. 234 1 using the follnw1ng refe:r­
enoea. •sptritualls aiiiem dootr1aae .,!,l. tldei pr1mug .!1 prjn­
cipalis dnctar ea£ Ohr1atua aatem aeaun4um illod Hebr. e, 
••• -tfnde manlfe'iiiim J!!!, giod .!!l Cl)riste excellentiaaime 
tueraat amnea sra\ia~ grat ~-datae sicut 1D prima .If prlaal­
liil tidal dootore.• . s.tli. IJ:1 • . q. 7, a.-rr oorp.- Praedloa-

o Obriat1, atiper gu;m tundat.ur ~olea1a• ta IV. Sant. .. d1ai. 
ff; q. i, a. S. aol. ad IB. 
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power 1a the whole Ohuroh.34 ~he taot that the oolleotive 

Churoh oannot ere is aotually referred baok to the inerranoy 

of the Roma ~ pontiffs, who 1aher1~ Chriat•s atateQeOt to 

Peter, LUk:e, 22 , 32, "Ego autem rasav1 pro .ta, ut non 

def1o1a t tides .tua.•36 So not only 1a the Ohuroh the ~ ay 

to Christ ona God through the phyaioal aot1v1ty ot the 

aaoraments, whioh oonfer the graae of O hriat, but Christia 

the souroe of hor teaahing. Not n~ly does t he ChUZ!oh live 

by Christ,, but .she learns trom Blm. 

So well did fhomas write na the person ot Christ that, 

aooor<ling to his oldest. biographer, ha reoeived a mes·aage 

tro:n Obrist hi•mself emerging from a portrait nt the Cruoiti-ed: 

•!!!!!, sor1pt1st.1 !!. .!.!l• 11 36 

34. Note the onn~1aued interest of 1'homas in the Pope 
as Head of the Church, beoause he 1o Peter•s suooaaoor. $.o. 
G. IV. 76, Suppl •. , q. 25, a:. 1 onrp.; 1118 , '1 • a, ~• 6 oorp. 
Ct. op. 1, uoatra errores Graeoorum. Domas oould go so tar 
1n this work aa to torm.uiate the statement employed a tew 
deoades later by Bno1tace VIII in •unan sanotaa• (1302, 
•(osteaditur etiaml. guod aubesae Romano pontll101. sit.!!, 
neoessitate saiutla.• 

!6. 11• Iii•• q. 2, a. 6. Ot. also Ibid., q. 1, a. 10; 
Suppl., q. 26, a. 1, Sed oontra et Praeterea; .l!!• l:!!.U.• 16,. 1a. 

36. Quoted by Grabmann, P• 4, from !11!!.:!• ~nmavf 
Aguinatis auotore Guilelmo .!!!, iooao, o. Pr., oap.. 
Aota sanotoram s artll, tom. 1., pag. 671. · 
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v. Tbe ~aoramental Channels nt this ~GAr_a_o_e. - =-=== ...... - ----- - - -
A. The Gaoraments in General. 

The po~ot nt· departure in ooos1der1ng the role of the . . 
saor ments in the life of the Ohuroh may not be better than 

Thnmas• point nt de~a r~uro , ·thair suporoat11ral s011roe. 
11 Saorainenta !!_ lat ere Christi tluxerunt. 111 From the side of 

the dead Obrist as He huns nn the oroas oame forth blood a nd 

~ater; He w~s there by oompleting His wnrk of priestly medi a­

tion begun a lready at the first moment of His oonoeptioa. 

i'rom the Oruo1£1ed one the saoraments reoeive their ent: ire 

eftaot.2 Fnr Thomas Christ was the author of the Saorameata.3 

In keeping with his saoramenta l-h1eraroh1aal interpre­

tatinn ot. fhomos• oonoepti~n of the vhurch, Harnack says tha , 

the Roman Catholio dootrina nf the Churoh oaa be understood 

only thrnugll ·aa . understan~ing of the Sacraments. Faith itself 

is no~ suftioient. It lacks the oert~tudo s a lutis; this is 

atta ined only through the teaohing authority of the Oburoh on 

l. IV. Seat., diat. 3, ~ • 1• a. 3, n~aes\iung. l, obJ. 6. 
Ct. also II'f'I'; q. 64, a. s, ad 3: •Per saoramanta, 9uaa ,U. 
latere Chris~i pen4ent1s in oruoe fluxarun), d1o1tqr ease 
tabrloata Eoolesia Chri~ir.• 

2. lle Verit., q . 29, a. 4, aa 3. 
3. 'it la interesting to note, ln this oonneotion, 'lhomaa• 

expl~nntinn of the fratia plena ln Usry. This is true beoauae 
of her nearneso toho auotor, who r eaeived Bia human nature 
through her, •glloc1 eum, gul est ;elanue omni gratia, J.D. .ll 
reoiearet ·et !Y 'arI'indo guodammodo gra\ia■ ll omnea derlva­
ret. 111-, q. 2, a. S, ad 1. 
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the one ba nd and through the whole sacramental organiza'liion 

of the Church on the other.4 

The ~owers of graoe whioh derive from Christ aa Head 

flow into thnoe who are Hia members. The saorameots in bring­

ing graoe operate as instruments; they inaorpoi-ate man into 

Obrist, yet not of their awn power. but by their prinoipal 

oause, Obris t .. • !1 ~ modo, s a.ora■enta novae legia grtitia■ 

oausant: adhibentur enim ex diviaa ordinatinne B gratian 

in ais ~a_a_u~s_a_n_d_am_.• 6 ---
In answer to the question: •utrum saoramenta nnv~a 

legis, habea nt virtutem ,s passione Chrlst1,• ~homas answers 

that Gnd alone 1s the prinoipal eff1o1ent oauae of graoe, 

in oompariaon to Whom the humanity of Christ is as a united 

instrument, while the saoraments are as separate iaatrumenta • 
. 

Then he made the aignitioa nt statement: •h ideo pportet 

quod virtus salutifera derivetur ~ divinitate Ohriatl per 

eiU:a humanitatem .!!1 1psa aaoramegt,a. 116 He oontinuea by 

stating that t he saora~ental graoe seems to be ordered 

tnr t wn purposes: to remove ,he deteota following nn paa, 

sins, in so tar as they are fiaiahed in aot yet remain in 

gu11 t •, and to perteo:t. the , soul ia t,hose . things whiah. pert.ala 

to the wors.b.1.> ot Gad aooordi ng to ~_he rel~gion ot the 

Christia n life • . lt · was , aspaoia lly through Bia paas1nn, by 
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whioh Ho ~orked not only suttioiently .and meritoriously but 

also by way ot oatiafaation, thai Chriot traed WJ from our 

oins. •unde rnanites tum .!!l qund saaramenta .::oolesiae apa­

oialiter habent virtutem _s aassinne Christi, ouiua v1rtua 

guodamno~o nob1~ copulatur per @Upoapt1onem aaorameptorllll. 
,> 
~ !!. ouius signum1 A!, la t are Christi aendent1s 1!!, oruqa t luxe-

.. • .. 

runt aaua .!!. sanguis, quorum upWl per\inet .l!l baptismum, 

aliud .!!! suohariatiam, guaa aunt pot1ss1ma aaoramep;a. •7 

Again in the aaoraments ~e see the oondeaoension of 

God in leading us to spiritual things by means nt the oor­

pnreal and sensible. He has adapted his means to the feeble­

ness nt men in order to provide tor their oonditioa. ihomaa 

here tnllo?Ja A11g11stine ancl neo-Platonio intluenoea, and 

thinks of a soul 1mpr1•oned in a body; man nuat be ottered 

spiritual medioine beneath a oorpnreal veil. ibis is, in 

etteot, the reason for whioh the aaoramenta may be deolared 

neoes ·ary for man•a aalvation.8 

Ohriat•a paaoi~n must be apprppriated to us by means. 

Indeed, B~ suffered in th~ flesh, Ju~, aa we are in the 

flesh. But His sutteriag had a •p1r1tual. pnwer through the 

hypostatio union. therefore, we ■uat part1o1pate in 1\a 

etteota by spiritual oontaot, •.2.E 9on\ao\um aplr1tuale~••• 

par tide■ J!! tldai aaoramenta, seoundum lllud Apoa\pll: 

7. H1a. a. 1 • q. e1, a. 1 aorp. 


