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I. THE CHURCH IS GOD!S CREATION

¥an is /wf,.} Xﬁ,d"TOKI’ (Eph.2,12) not knowing how or whers
to serve God satisfactorlily, therefore, 1f man would please God,
it 13 necessary that he learn from God Himself. Temples and
places of worship, developed by man, there were aplenty in the
world, all the result of human thought and the natural urge
in the heart of man to endeavor to relieve his own conscience of
the knowledge of guilt and responsibility to a Higher Being,
All these attempts fal led miserably before God, before the true

(tod, because men endeavored to reach o heaven by a means not

prescribed by the true God.

Places of worship ther3f£§1enty, but "God planned the first L
edifice of Hils cultus on earth" (Chr.Art.Pg.8). All the parts and
appointments of this edifice had a particular purpose and meaning,.
but always with the fulfilment of prophecy in view, Thorefore,
any arbitrady attempts by mere conjecture to have the vestibule,
sanctuary, and Holy of ﬂiies of the tabernacle and first temple
correspond to the limbs, trunk and head of man, and thus to make
the Jewish form of worship a type of the woman,the "alter Fva",
¥Yary, the mother of Christ, and therefore the N.T.Church,
cannot hold our sustained interest in the church.(Chr.Art 8)

While the temple in Jerusalem was a very costly building,
according to the amount of fold and silver used, it "can bear
no comparison with the corresponding structures at Xanak,Luxor,
eto.” (Hist..of Art by Perriot-Chipiez, quoted Chr.irt.9)

Among all the buildings and holy places, dedicated to the
the service of divinity,"the tabernacle of the Jews actually
possessed the distinguishing characteristics which so many
heathen temples claimed for themselves, bne’tha pattern for the

sanctuary and of all the appolntments thereof having been
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furnished by the Lord,Ex.26,8.9." (Chr.art.?)

Israel iteelf, of all the nations on earth, had heen seleoted
by the Lord as the nation from which wap to core the Promlsed -_
Measlah, the ruler in Iorasl (cf.promises to Ahrahame~also ¥icah
G,2)e UWith ¢the coming of the Prdmimd One & new eva, btut not
a now cultue, wae establiahed for the Church, This was to
be an era in which prophecy 4o fulfilied, symbolism 4s accompnahed.
types are realized, when Cod would apain "dwell among men™ (John .
1,14) for a time visibly, in the Christ, the Son of Cod,"in
whom this Seripture 1o fulfilled bhefore wvour eyes” (Jesus said
at N, zareth), and then , ;ivhnn the Son of "an had bhoen called
from the dead and placed on the z-mhth:gg Cod,{¥ph.1,20) %o
rule all thinps, He wovld by His Word, which He himself is, be
prosent avong men and "bless us” (Eph,1,3 ) with all spiritual
blesrinps 1n heavonly places in Christ” (Fph.l,3). -

While I.‘.-.mel as a natlion was Ged's oholce among the nations
for Hies own spegial purposes, nct every Israclite was e child
of God, aAmong the Jews, a8 among all peop® of all times,
from idam even unto now, one requisite, and oﬁc only, needed to
bo accomplished in order that a man might be one of Codls true
children, a member of the spiritual Israel, of the Church, of
the Communion of oaints, That one requirement is that a man
be ¥ £' y X(’M‘T‘z:' s "iesselben sind Claocubige, galuben an
Christum Jesum, und #ind durch den Glauben Gott gewelht und
pehoiligt" (B¢.33), whether they be Jew or Gentile., These
were the children of promise in the 0.T. dispensation, these
are they who have "an inheritance with the saints and are of
the household of fod" :ph.2,19. These constitute the Upureh,
the §RKAnsik , whose charactor is so0 beautifully delineated

in the Fpistle to the Fphesians,and whosé memborship is so
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completely described by Paul in Ephesians,

"It is the Una Sancta , presented in a manner more exslted
than any other subject in all of Paul's lettora” (Len.333)
"Few passages in the Bible surpass these verses in lofty and
sustained solemnity" (PEK.Com.262). The passages in Romans,
osp. Rom.5,28; 8,33-41 et al., present in clear and becautiful

terms the greater glory of the New Covenant over the 0ld Covenant,’

7 but in his letter to the Ephesians Paul encompasses an e ternity,
he "strives to convey an 1dea of the most inscrutable thoughts

of God through the imperfect medium of the human language”
(8chal.210), . "The one holy Cyristian Church, the Communion

of Salntas, is the central, the fundamental thoufht of the

entire epistle.(L.u W,1901,9%7). Of this epistle and its purpose
Luther writes (St.L.14,116,117)"In this epistle St. Paul teaches,
in the firvat place, what the CGospel is, how it wes ordained ~:

by God alone in eternity and merited and caused to go forth
through Christ, in order that all that believe in 1% might become
Just, pious, quicHened, saved, and rree from Law, sin, and
death,~~-~-==~lioreover, he teaches us to avoid the false doctrines
and precepts of men, in order that we may remaln wlth the one
Head, become certain, justified, and perfect in Christ alone,

in wvhom we have everything, neseding nothing outsidgﬁhim.q---
Finally, he teaches us to prove and exercise our falth in good
works, to avoid sin, and to hattle with spiritual weapons

against the devil, in order that througﬁﬁgross ve may be con=-
firmed in hope"”. "It is éne of the richest and most valuable ©°
of the epistles, having a singular fulness of matter, depth of '
doctrine, solemnity of style, and warmth of emotion, which render

it precious to the Christians of every land"(Conc.B.C.1919,146)

-
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The unique ordérliness,as only CGod Himself could have conceived

and executed it, of the "Werdesein" and "Werdegang" of the

Una Sancta i1s set forth. There i8:
lst, ;The "paean of thanksglving for deté eternal election
él’ XP \tT%- - |
2nd, :The "paean of thaﬂﬁgiﬁiﬁg for the salvation 16 time"
3d. :The "Pacan of thanksglving for the regenerative power

of the Holy Spirit". '

This 1ls followed by a prayer that the Fphesian Christians
might come to the proper knuwledge of this work of
redemption and of the position of Jesus as the Head of
the “hurch, "ind finally "an admonition to walle worthy
of their calling in unity as true children of God".
(Fuer, Einl.N.T.67)

As we nov proceed to the study of the epilstle itself, we
note tha¥ I}LEﬂGHURGH IS _ADDRESSED, VFhat 1s THE CHURCHZ Vho
belonga %o it2 How do they become members of the Church ?
Paul is here epesking to and addressing the d-}f::u. foe, W17 or
Z, 4 XT’M‘TJ I’ﬂmjz
.E{}/Btis one of the earliest and the most frequently used
desipnstions for the Christians (Acts.9,13) ard thus is regularly
uged in the plural"(Len.344),. But the d},’oc are also .‘7/—“‘7_0:..
Lenskl (344) states a definite purpose in this twofold
designation: h
"Saints” includes all that makes us Yhristians
"Believers" adds what is most essential in this sainthood,
namely falth.
Dr, Walther, in Kirche u. Amt,Thesds II (pg.57) decl¥es:"To the
Church in the proper sense of the term belong no godless persons
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no hypocrites, no one who has not been regenerated, no heretic”,
"The great Una Sancta to which they belong is HOLY unto the

Lord and is thus composed only of true believers" (Len.344),

"The Church, properly so called, is the congregation of saintse--
who truly believe the Gospel of Christ, and have the Foly
Ghost"(Tri.237,28).

Lenskl (3544,.345) correctly pdints our the error of those
who translate "the saints who are faithful"---for awong the
saints there can be no one who is unfaithful, for such an
one would bBa;:lT"‘T”L, not 7rew/or and;;ﬂfz;t at the same time,
"Here it meanatbelievers?, Glaeubige---as Luther: uses the term"
(Lens,345),

The word TieTo0c 4s not adjective---in which case it would be
translated'falithful? or 'trustworthy!---but a ﬁoun, co-ordinate
with ;&iétwg » "ith the definite article Z‘;/} p 2nd connected by
Kxie Thus the only translation possible 48 "saints and be-
lievers"y Throughout the Lutheran Confessions have so held, -~
"Faithful” heve means "believers" (Sad.142). But Sadler fails
to distinguish between the adjective and noun used of 7/772¢
Dr. Kretzmann (PFEK.Com.261) correctly points out"The members
of that congregation that were members in truth beliecved in
Christ Jesus as the Redeemer that had atoned for all their sins,
and by this faith they were consecrated and sanctified to God,
They were thus conmpected with Christ in the wost intimate
fellowship and union”; _

In calling his addressees ;f'ét ke T1rTos” Paul does not
declare them as no longer sinning. If that were his statemendt
then his admonitions and exhortations at the close of the
epistle would have heen superfluous. Rather, by the use of these
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terms he points odl the fact that they do sin, yet are holy, |

having falth which appropriates all the merits of Christ., Thus i

they are constantly forgiven., Because of this forgiveness they !

are holy and in intimate communion with Christ, They are

God's chdldren. : I
Considering that man 1is pr‘-lr Xeﬂ‘f": by nature, and ;'/9&; S |

how then can such powerful faith come about that they can be

called d}i’ov and 7/o°7¢) 2 Paul is quick to answer, In one short

prepositional phrase, & Xp,rf;;, he sums up the whole proeedure,
vhereby the love of God, in all its divine glory, and dving
fulness, and power is given to man , so that the grace from Him | 7
and the peace from God,the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, .
might be the indisputable possession of any man (Eph.l,2). ' ’
These possessions are the forgiveness of sins and where there |
ig forgiveness of sins, there 1s also life and salvation, (Cat.z;)

Thus the members of the Ghurchithe ,f;,’u #<i T1o-Te7 '

Thus the members of the Ghurch are such £v Xprolw,

That these are to be found not onlv locally #n Ephesus he i
(Paul) shows by this thet he “achilesst sich mit demyuwy undt;m.v:r
V.3, mit seinen christlichen Iesern, ueberhanpt allen Glaeubigen
Christen susammen und fordert,é dieselben auf mit ihm Gott zu
loben und zu preisen"(St.34) because of the blessings which are
ours, "alles aber in Christo und durch ihn" (Hiyrsch, 531).

God's poweyr is fully evidenced to man by the marvelous
revelations of nature. The heavens declare the glory of God,
the Psalmist say® (Ps.504) « The powerful forces and the
amazingly computable orderliness of the Whhle earth, together
with the superb structure and intricate mechanism of the human
body, tell man in unmistakeable terms that God is their Creator,

The human being, with all its known functions and yet to be dis
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covered mysteries speaks with unerring certainty, even to him.. .
who would like to deny it, that man is not a oreature of chance,
hor of evolutionary processes., an, as Paul 36 correctly !
states, (Rom,1,14) knows, without being told, there is a Creator
God, to whom he is reapcnsible, who has set certalnstandards, not
only for man to strive toward, but which he rust fulfilll 4f he
Would have that peace of mind and that holiness upon which an
eternal, after-this-world, presence with God is conditioned,

In his own meditations--iaft to the processes of his own human

thinking--man can not arrive at any other conclusion but that his

caseé 1s hopeless,(Eph,2,1-5), for natural man receiveth not the

things offhe Spirit of God. Therefore, although .man must acknowledge
a God of power--the same one who is also a just God, who,

correctly so, cannot and will not receive anyone except the conditior
be fulfilled--man doea,in fear of the just consequences of his own
misdeedsy-attempt to gain God's faver in as many ways as ﬁhere are ,
people one arth, Ag varied as the manner hay be, they all fall
into one category, repardless of their religious name, We find
by ethnological research that men are by 6§ure religious, each '
malntaining that his own method is the only correct one to appease
an angry God, Yet they are not saved, They realize this, Ve

see this also from the attempts of so many heathen to satisfy

or appease a god, even after an individual has died and 1is %
buried, This natural consogbsnesa of responsibllity  beamem !
evident in our own war-ridden time, And the inability of natural 1
man to solve the problem, even though she man be educated and
cultured may be seen from the addresses or talks of many of the
ohaplains in the Army of the United tases. "Men", saild a
'Christian' chaplain to his group,"you are going into something
that you have never been in before. You are going into hell,




But think of heaven., How much more vou will appreciate. heagven- -
when you have been through hell". Then failing entirely to.tell
them that cfu-it is the door. (From a conversat ion with a- re-
turned soldler-9-26-45-Luth. Serv, Center,Hattiesburg, MNiss,)
What futility lies in the humanly arriva%onchustons. Always
there 1s a definite effort to erase man's misdeeds by man's
deeds, How futile such processes are Paul states Fph.2,12:
X_Wfl‘f S%-J-__. shmide M %wnf ¢ Being without Christ a man
is indeed a hopeless creature

This is true, not hecause Paul Ba',vsi,; but bhecause God has so
declared, That which is born of the flesh is flesh, The imagin-
ation of a man'g heart is evil from hi; vouth, And Paul says:
man 1s dead in trespasses and sins, The simple conclusion then
is that since he is dead there can be neither life nor action
to malkte pood what a man had done amlss,

llan's veasoning also 1€ carried to its logical condlusion
will arrive at the same conclusion, But hecause man fears the
consequences of that inevitable conclusion he stops short of it
and substitutes his own seemingly more staisfying conclusion,
This concluasion, as everything else that is human, will fail
in the crucial test.

Han, then, cannot of himself find the wgy to life eternal,
cannot atone for that which he has done by transgressing the
standards which have been set by God, the righteous one,
Further, man cannot of himself find salvation, the reans of
grace, nor the God of grace, by any puw ely human process, The
Bible, the revealed will of God toward these lost men, is the
only means known by which men are toldof the true God and the
God of grace., It not only acquaints: men with this Knowledge,
but is its own means of making this knowledge efrfective unto
faith and salvation.
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Paul gathere together the whole activity of God and God's
grace ,in the interest of man's salvation in that one phrase:s .
EV )(pmrr.;._ Thus we have Xe:rﬁ;(l,-ﬁ); chosen érair.;; (1,4);
KiTeyw mov dvTsd (1,4) 3 Ja Iyaov me’/’oz’ (1,5)s60 7 v}dfad:;a,« (1,6),
This same thought and expression nccurs repecatedly in Ephesilans »
and in all the other passages in which the grace of God toward men
is spoken of and described, viz: the blessings v,3 (chap,l);
the ;M?’.cro sthe 7Tpoofigus 4v,6; the w‘opgfn.:/,v,s E’/t-tpr’/}'awr ):‘/«2} sV,63
theélt‘Mu'/_owﬂr 2Ve73 thei:;(pwfr U3y 7epe 7 7mmniTang Vsl BDA 8180
“""‘/fé;m/dm'rar‘%u, Tot 77 Ev 79 X@.r 7us, Uty So Paul continues,
God, all that may be known of Him, all the blesidfngs and activities,
of God necessary for our sidlewation, all the blessings and acti-
vities resulting from salvation for the children of God are :
centered &v l’[o,f/;‘.f. The d;/;-. ka1 T/T75 aye just that: év N7,
Stoeckhardt (St.46) rightly connects with the £+ Xp:¢/4 "ate
evige Erwaehlung, der freie Willensakt Gottes, ebenso wie aller
Segen, den wir Christien in der Zeit empfangen haben, durch
Christum , durch Christi Verdienst vermittelt 1st",

__________________ 11d not come about
by_itself or of itself, nor by the effort of any_one man or
group of men, but is_solely and alone the product of God!s

€ivine grace ip Christ_ and through Him,

THE CHURCH IS GOD'S CRFATION BY VIRTUE OF GOD'S ELECTION
Lenskl (Len,356) agrees that "the phrase 'He g.yicfed us

(in Christ) may be taken to include g1l that is involved in

our connection with him, from the elptive act onward to the

glory in eternity--salvation from inception to completion},




So also Dr, Pieper(Pie.III,537)says;:"Die ewige Erwaehlung- - .-
erstreckt sich nicht bloss auf elnen Teil oder gar nur auf das
Schlussstucck des Hellsweges, sondern auf den ganzen Heilsweg,
den dle Christen von Gott gefuehrt werden, von der Perufung an
bis zur Finfuehrung in die Seligkelt", But Lenslki, being in
agreement so far, then prepares his trief for "election intuitu
fidei", He statea:"ﬁn?éternal act of God pertaining to 'us! in
time is bound to offer difficulty to our minds and thikpking"

{Len,356«7). While he does appeal for "the truly biblical con=-
ception that faith 1s in toto divinely wrought”, he will hot
relinquish the "in view of faith", declaring that "better forms

of tesc hing" have not been devised. But long before Lenski's
appearance the Lutheran Confessions had definitely presented the
"better forms of teaching".

In the Form, of Conc. Art.XI-0f God's eternal Foreknowledge
and Election~ it 1s clearly stated (Tri 1067-69) :"The entire
doctrine concerning the purposze, eounael, will, and ordination of
God perteining to our redemptilon, call, justification, and
salvation should be taken together", Then it declavres in
eight points what 1s necessary for a correct hnderstanding of
the doctrine of election.(Pieper III,638«40)

*Stoeckhardt (St.46) quotes the words of Haupt as correctly
describiip the redationship of election and faith:"Die goettliche
éh’&o;-o; jst dem Paulus ein voellig freler Willensakt Gottes;
nicht weil die betreffenden an Christum glauben, sind sle

auserwaehlt, sondern dass sie glauben, ist einen Folge der Auswahl®,

Pieper agnin péints out (IXI,537):"Die ewige Erwaehlung er-
atreckt sioch nicht blos auf einen Teil---aoqdern auf den ganzen
Heilsweg"---and then points out that only he will err in this
doctrine who has already erred feom the Christian doctrine of
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universal salvation, s ) e

The language of Paul permits no ali.quid in homine whatsoever, '1
Decisively every attempt or ability of man &n his natural state |
to approach God by his own power in lesser or greater degree
ls ruled out., Eph 1,3. God has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenlies-- and all this sv )X eirlw .

In v, 4 Paul says: HE chose us, Again He PREDESTINATFD us,.
It was the good pleasure of HIS wille loV 42'1(7'/%74/ wolov |
v.6; Er:{ g;fa(ll’of eto,

The Scripture John 6,44 (Pie.II, 5647)denles man in his natural
state every aptitude to believe the Gospel. Paul declares 2,1-5
the alsolute inablility of man to rise out of his death of sin,
There could be nothing 4in man from which even the first desire
to believe might proceed or be developed., GOD MUST DO IT AND
GOD ALONE, GOD WMUST DO ALL OF IT.

Put now we are confronted with that old crux of the theologilans:
cur allil non 2111 ? Paul does not say, MNor is this clarified l"
anyvhere else in the £,ripture. Whoever, as the proponents of ,
an aliquid in homine do, proposes to explain, brings only his :
ovh opinion to bear. MNothing was to he to the glory or honor

~of man, but all e/; :J}mrar eto.Eph.1,5~6, Since Scripture nowhere
gives light on this, we must, as Dr, Pleper was wont to say '
in his classes:"Den Finger auf den Mund legen".

In his ZUR FINIGUNG (46) Pieper in six dchematically parallel
columns demonstrates how the proponents of intultu fidei proceed
over against the statementa of the Scripture, as these statements
are set in the form of positive dogmatic declarations,

In regard to this é4A€Jx/o (1,3-6a) Dr, Graebmner (DocTh.44)
states:"The decree of predestination is an ebernal act of God,
vho for His goodness sake, and hecause of the merit of the



