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AYTRORDUCTION

All the doctrines of the Church should have a solid
foundation, a sedes doctrinae, in the Eoripture, This is
particularly true of the doetrine of the Church, The
Eplatle to tho Fphesiane 18, without doubt, the hest charac-
terization of the Church in all the Scripture, Evidently 1t
was Paul's svecial purprose to give the whole church a clear
picture of iteelf in this letter.

It has been argued that Paul could not have writton
fpheslanas, The other Pauline letters, it 1s saild, do not pre=-
gent such a clear picture. To this Stoeckhardt pointedly re-
manks :*Die Finheit der Firche, dle una sancta, ist das Haupt-
thema unseres Briefes, und dieses Thema ist in keinem der
frucheren den Namen Pauli tragenden Priefe so allzeitig durche-
gefuehrt, und auspgefuehrt, als in dlesem RPriefe." "Kann
nicht oin und derselbe Autor=--=-in verschiedenen Sehriften
verschicdene Watorien behandeln 2" (8t.5)

fow qualified Paul was to treat this subject we may note
from his whole relationship with this congreration and from
the speeigl revelation which had bheen given him,

1. Paul had been able by a lengthy resident ministry "to

inculeate the higher spirituesl, as with no other chureh,
piving them a grasp and pergeption of truth which served

to prepare them for such a written mousage."(HdnjD

2, "rhe Fphesiens made larpe claims for the celestial

oripgin of Diana and her worship, This Fplstle offers



the antidote to such heathen claims, in Ehe realities
which are ours,'blessed with all spiritual blessings
in the heavenlies in Christ'" (Har.7). Paul Knew these
people and he knew his subject matter, the former '
by long assoclation as pastor, tﬁe latter by divine
revelation, '

No particular evils were threatening the Church at Ephesus,

the Tphesians had learned a great deal from Paul himself,

and nov "Paul in this letter treats a great subject for edi-

fication only". (Len.326)

THE THEWE OF EPHESIANS I8 7 £AX A7 9id

"Die EkKAns A 18t dle Versammlung, die Gemeinschaft der
Glaenbigen, aller auserwaehlten Kinder Gottes auf Frden, Dieser
Name dient schon in friheren paulinischen Briefen nicht nur
zur Bezeichnung der Einzelgemeinde, sondern hin und wieder
zur Bezeichnung der Gesamtgemeinde"(sSt.5). "The more carefully
we read the Epistle, the more plain 1t seems that St. Paul had
one object in writing it, and that was to set forth the truth
that the Church was "one body in Christ"". (Sad,.139) "It
may be said that the Epistle was written to set forth the
mystery contained in the two words,"IN CHRIST"".(Sad.139)
The absorbing theme of the who;e letter is TH~ CHIRCH, the
individual!s membership in 1t, ‘how one becomes a member of
THE CHURCH, how one remains a member in 1%, how the members
of THE CHURCH are to regulate their entire life in =211 its
various phases according to Christ, who is the head of

THE CHURCH,
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2 V4
DERIVATION OF THE TERM EKXKAno et

It is of special interest to trace the derivation of the
word Ekkkh’”;. The root form is found in the word(verd)
Kelezyy to eall,(rufen), which in N.T. generally has the meaning
of an effectual calling of God to falth. Kshew, Akncis, fiky7os
werden technische Terminl zur Bezeichnung des spezifischen,
christlichen Begriffs 'berufenY, (L.uW. 1910.56.3 Kit. 3-8)
Basically the word /rdlt'ulcould have
a) Juristic implication,scts 4,18; 24,2, as an
official calling.
b) an invitational implication, Mt. 22,4 den Geladenen;
Hb.22,3 Axkras Losy Aekbnusosy &l okt zamosy o call
the invited ones to the wedding. (Cr.334)
Paull!g letters in particular abound in the use of fahtw in the
meaning that God (Christ) is calling (rufen) and this calling
is authoritative (berufen) (Kit. 489)
¥With this concept in mind we approach the composite word
g’/m,«xg'w as the verbal formfw E‘kklvrz:\. NMezger (L.u ¥.1910,56)
points out that the wordéﬁwzlzﬁﬁ, a8 the verbal root form
for ékkAHGV; does not appear in the N.T. Yet this root form
alone can give us the correct biblical-theological meanings
EK =the preposition:out, from-among,
- K«AEw-to call--thus is developed fkkhfog s the
selected ones, or those who have beeéﬁ%@g
(Li1d.Sct.435) from among the mltitude,
EKKAnaia then s in the btblical-theol-oglcal sense a
specinl gathering, or assembly, The dictionaries generally

give a two=-fold meaning:
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a) the profane use: Volksvergammlung, assembly, as
of the citlizens of Athong, or the lepislative
assembly as opposed to a‘dk'xoaas =Thuo, 2,22;
also of a riotous pgathering of citizens, Acéa 19,32,
b) the biblical, or church, use:(¥irche, Gomelinde) chnrché
A falr question 1s:"rho Pirst used £AK(y <4 to designate "
"the Church”? Vhy such a word from the profane to express a
biblical=Christian concopt? It would be difficult, 1f not
impossible, to point to Paul or any other individual. It is
more probable that Greek-spesking Jewish Christians and
Oresk-Chriatians called themselves mot swksa/yy, but CKKinsia
'?hcs‘“fénm Trom the LAK . Zkk4 .yrt'a- cormended iteelf in pre-
ference to the Jewish Fur.t/,a?v' s
one might also advance ~he argument that 'E‘kquli’ more nearly
approached the sound of g/’l/—2 ’ thanfwayay"; « This aprealed to
the Greek and Latln Jews, who also somtimes took Latin names
in addition to thelr own, e.p. Caunlus=Paulve; Jesus-Tasong
£4las~S1lvanus; Mosem-Moritz; Isaak-Isidor, (Kit. §19-520).
"Phe word "Chupeh” is derived from the “weel word )ru,o ks
meaning the Lord's house or assembly, In the D0.T. two words
were used to express the idea of assembly., &%44 and gﬂ,@ Lov,.4,13
and 14, 1In the u,T. the 1dea 12 then desipgnated by fkklwfw; o
frcmn%ktulzﬁ;', signifying tho acsembly that has been summoned
forth by an authoritative call of the leader. it, 16,18; 18,17;
1 Cor. 10,32; ¥ph., 1,72; 5,25.,27, the whole company of
God's elect”(Cono.Fne.143).
In German we have the transliation "Kirche" or Cemeinde,
with the same concept of church, or congrepation,
All these terms are intorchangeable, They may anpply to the
body (assembly) itself, or to the gathering together, or to

the place of meeting.
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In the LXK ERKRnSa has the specific reference to"the
Jewlsh congrepution, as the translation oré Tﬂ? ¢« Thils trans-
‘lation is particularly remarkable in its application to the
church festivals of the Jews (Cr.335) Thws the <kkinciccould
not e the body politic of Israel, but the "Gesawmthelt der
israelitiachen Yolkagemeinde” (Cr,.335)
Croemer then points to the N.T. concept of EékKAnsidgg heing
"dle neutestmentliishy ¥ellisgemeinae" whilch wars 4dentlcal to
the "Cesamthelt d..israelitischen Colkapemeinde
a) die Gesamtgemeinde, the church, which is the sum total
of those who have been ocalled by and through Cbrieé, :
¥t. 16,18 : 1
In ¥phesians (Haer. 11) there is no orpanization in !
view, It is wholly concerned with the church as an
orpanism, the Body of Christ, united to Him by the
Epirlt, deriving 1ts life from Him as its Head,
"wallking” as the Head may direcect.
Findlay (EXp.1903,pg.9) reamrks:"Tho Catholiecism we
have here 1s Paul?s Catholicism of CGentile engrafting--
not Clement's of churchly order and uniformity;
nor Ignatius! of non-cpiscopal rule”, (PR.10)"while
in 1 Cor,, moreover, these phrases :sc.one hody and
many mombers,l12,21-27% émd temple 3,16.17, do not
look beyond the particular community addréaaed, in
Ephesians thov embraced the entire Christian society”,

Dr.Xvretzmann (CT¥ II892) here interposes the noint,
that while we must retain the biblical use of "echurch
as una sancta " 8o ist dooh zugleich klar, dass der

ganze Epheserbrief, Res, Kap., 4 , zugleioch Folle 1st




6.
fuer ein zweites Verstaendniss des Begriffs "Kirche"
i1st, naemlich fuer die Bezeichnung der Kirche als
sichtbare Koerperschaft, wie wir auch jetzt noch von
der Kirche in ihrer Gesamthelt als christliche Koer-
perschaft reden, als elner Organization von Yenschen

gebildet, dile durch ein gemeinschaftliches 'Bekenntnis

und anderen Faktoren zusammen gehalten werden", "doch
nie auf eine formelle Organization anpewandt- die etwa
als eine (pgesetzlich anerkannte) Koerperschaft

funktioniert, naemtlich durch Besetzung v, Aemtern

e ——_—

und durch Ausfuehrung gewisser Pflichten von Gemein-
schaftswegen"(1bid.893). ;;

b) the N.T."Hellsgemeinde in lokaler Begranzung"
(Kit.504). This, in'my wind, 1s an excellent and
adequate definition, e.g.

i
o

l.Acts 13,1: the local congregation H
.th.l 22 (y 5"’”’7"‘“ gthe Church in 1its ccmrpleteness.,
Thus this word Ekﬂimﬁu has its specific reference to the Church in i

its entirety, whether used in connectlon with a portion of the

Una Sancta, to designate a local group, or in general to desipgnate
the entire group of believers, regardless of thelr nationality of

location,




1 ¢
-/ Roman concept runs like this:" ¢skAnf\d-assembly-the word used !

T
COVFEFSEIONAL POSITIONS CAUSE FALSE OR CORRECT CONCEPTS,

The confessional position of the individual at times causes

the biased lexicographer to project false ceoncepts, Thus the

in ¥~ to translate the Hebrew word ¢ n?, meaning the children

of Israel as a religious body and in the X.T. for the Church

of Christ as opposed to the synarog of the Jews, Then on paéa g

103 in defining !church', this statement is made: church-kv.mu#'a'r.T
+1I.The whole visible society in communion with the !

Pope, the Churech of Christ." (XKit.504) How the pope mot into

the concept or’fKKhnmdy of course, only the pope canh explain,

W.W.Skeat in his ¥tymological Dictionary of thehﬂgéiiah

language offers a purely ( and correct) linguistic derivation

(W W S 188), while Zorell (Catholic) writes: coetus relipiosus

~-=-=universitas eorum qui ad societatem religliosam a Christo {

institutawm pertinent". (Kit.quotes (504) from Lex. Graecc. Nové.

Testamentl (1931))

Apain "ecclesia aliqua particularis $,e. alicuius regionis

vel civitatis Christi fideles suo eplscopo subditl, fere---

diocesis (op.cit. 504).

Apparently the Catholic mind is ineapable of conceiving

the ecclesia universalis,so clearly spoken of in ¥Mt., 16,18,

as being anything else than individual or particular

EKKAnp(a » €ach'of which gsunder and authorized by the bishop, '

who in'turn has his power from the pope. To them the "Gesamt-

heit d. Glaeubigen” and the visible Catholhe, ChuygRisRsial. LINKA

L e

identical, and identified. CONCORDIA SEMINAKRY

(] -

' ST. LOULS, MG,
In opposition to this the Lutheran Confessions state(Tri,.691,48
"phus the word Kirohe (Church) means really nothing else than




a common assembly, and is not German, but Greek (as 1s also the
wordéxkﬁndv;)-_--it ought to he called a Christian congregation
or assembly (eine christliche Gemeinde offi. Sammlung) or hest of all
and most clearly,holy Christendom (elne heilipe Christenheit)”.
.The Anglicans speak of )EKKMW:‘ as"one church! the body of
* Christians., (Kit.504). Kittel then further poinpa out that
"positive" Protestants spealk primarily of the Gesanmgemeinde;
"liberal" rProtestants make much of the local Ghurch (1bid.504).
In typical Vialtherian conciseness and with expert observance of
all details in few words, Dr., Walther (E.u.A.Thes.I Pg. 56) de=-
clares:"The Ch-rch, in the proper sense of the term, is the

communion of saints, that 1s, the sum total of all those who have

been called bv the Holy Ghost throupgh the Gospel from out of the

lost and condemned humanh race, who truly believe in Christ, and A

vho have been sanctified by this falth and incorporated into Unrist", !

> ’ :
USE OF ENKANO¢t4 mo DESIGNATE VISIBLE AND/OR INVISIBLE CHURCH
> ' 4 8
In the use of the word £AKAnCIX we must understand that it !
designates cnly the invisible Church, altho at times, as we shall

see,it would seem to designate the visible church,

In Catholic doctrine, as quoted above, the two are identifled,
because of the, Catholic doctrine that the Catholic Church is the {
only=-saving church and that outside this church there is no
salvation. While such a device 1s contrary to the spirit of ;i
¥b. 3,12 and %.15,47, it is necesaary for them in order to maintaln
their ii_ man system, which is plainly unscriptural. Q

The Lutheran Church clearly distinguishes between the two. "The "
church is not only the fellowship of outward objects and ritqg,--- |
but it is originally a fellowship of faith and of the Holy Ghost 1
in hearts" (Tri.227,Co0l.2). J
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Then in concise, vet complete words the invisible church is
characterized:"The church is the holy believers and lambs who hear
the voice of the shepherd-----,This hollness consists in -----the
Word of God and true faith"(Tri.De Ecclesia,499). The Confessions
then delineate the nature of the church visible as containing both
good and evil, i.e. believers and unbelievers. "And the Gloss upon
the DECRF¥FS (Gratiani) says that the Church IN ITS WID= SFNSE
ENMBRACEE GnOoD AWD IVIL, likewise, that the wilcked are in the church
only in name, not in fact; but that the good are in the church

both in faet and in name". (Tri.229 Art.VIII)

The wordlékﬁihft; does not apply to the one or the other, the
visible or invisible church, but is used to designate the 1lnvisible
church, to which 1g given the 0ffice of the Keys. The"Sprachgefuehl"
of the Greeks pave to the word éﬁﬂ%"fid a very speclal weaning,.

In cursory reading it might seem at times that éﬁ”‘"’g; had a twofold

meaning, but wpon closer examination of the passages involved

we come to the conclusion that FKKAYO oould have but one meaning,

namely the group of those who weretruly believers. So also in

Paul's lettor to the Ephesians, These Ephesians were

because they‘wereE};0¢ andZWV¢b(; membe?s in the Fellsgemelnde,

the holy Christian Cpurch, which consists only of those who are

the holy ones and the faithful ones(believers). By the effectual

calling of the Holy Ghost thmough the means of grace these are

called out of the mass of mankind and separated unto the Lord.,
lé/rkl»d‘ ¢a . then designates the believers, whether referring to

the ONE Ghurch, Mt.16,18, John 10,16, which embraces all believers

of all times and all places, or to churches in the plural, that is ,

' to local churches, as in I Cor.16,193 Acts 8,1. This does not mean

that there are two kinds of churches, The local churches also con=

sist: only of bellevers.




Mt. 18,17 dpeakks of the congregation as taking actlon and making
decisions, but the use offﬁ%ﬁvfw;excludéa the nominal member of
the congregation from actual participation in the exercise of the
Office of the Keys, because the Church consists only of helievers,
Eph.2,19.20, even though such a person may exercise his prerogative
as a voter in the voters! assembly. Only thed}”'t and 7re%es »
vho are the £KKAys/« , have the authority, individually or
collectlvely as a group to forgive or to retain sins, to exelude
manifest sinners and absolve those who are peritent. The
"visible society---1s called a church only in an improper sense”
Mt.13,47-50,(Brief Statement-Pieper-Pg,13).

In Tit.18,19 the T.ord recopgnizes the power of petition of the
believers only.

In the rany references which seem at first glance to desipnate
the visible church or conpgregation, Acts 13,1, Acts 14!25, Rom.16,1,
we find upon closer examination that actually the invisible church,
the group of helicvers, is addressed or referred to, that group
which is the ,,(;.,” and 7/ 70! » and thereby f’“’"?"’" -

In this connection Kittel (Kit.5180519) remarks that althomgh
several terms were used to tranalate'?ﬁ%%vaﬁ ,8.2."curia" in
Tertullian iApologeticum 39aE, which 1s correct, though not
technical; "civitas dei”, Augustin; even "conto" and "comitia";
none of these have become technical. Although "Kirche" and
"church" are derived from k@ﬂ#ﬁﬁ;, and nob from FAAAnrex , vet
in a sort of Volksetymologie manner the terms are connected with
the meaning of %ﬁﬁﬂnﬂhi. And why ? Perhaps no Latin connotation
could render the full meaning of‘%k*%mﬁd to satisfy the Sprachgefuehl.
This is not decisive, but it is interesting to note:"Nicht ein Wort, -
dass die griechischen von sich aus ihrem Sprachschatz entnoﬁmen

haetten, sondern nur ein Vort, das elne
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heiligeneeschichto vom hgillgen Bgch.her hatte, konnte und musste
in das dem Griechischen folgenden Latein uebernommen werden".

It 1s of further interest to nobte that sAN4rsu was selected in
preference to the many possible derivations from c¢ult or party
names then in use., VWhen later writers (Lukian-ram}@; sCelsus-
92u.a'.e./7d? seven )(PM‘T“‘"D' is rare, evidently indicating a politieal
party division, Christaner s&nd eine Richtung neben andere
Rlchtunpgen) attempted the use of such names the::?ggd not talke"

2 ’
with Christendom. It seems fair to assume the SANAnTtX gag to

stand separated from and opposed to every other cult, society,

9;gunization (religious or secular).

jithﬁnav; as it is vsed in Acts 19,32 very definitely does not

|
\
1
!
|

|
!.
a
|
:
1.
1

refer either to the congregation of bellevers nor to a eongrepational
organizationg

) ’
In econclusion on the derivation and meaning of £AAAnG/A wie propverly
Say: 1ts corcept 1s that of a special, or separated, group,
separated from the total pumber of mankind, separated by virtue of
an authoritative calling, separated for a specific purpose,
without particular time limits, and called CHURCH, congregatlon,-
Gemeinde, Kirche, assembly, 1n its translations, employed as
the one word to designate the whole numﬁer of the children of
@od. including all the believers, excluding all unbellevers. z
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USE OF EKKLESIA IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
I, ACTS,
The word éKKknsie 18 not found in Mark, Luke, John, 2 Timothy,
(1t 1s used in 1 Timothy), Titus, 1 and 2 Peter, 1 and 2 John,
(3 John uses 1t),Jude ( is a small book), The concept of

EkkAnrid ip .~ found in Mark, Luke, and 1 and 2 Peter,
though the noun is not used. The remaining New Testament books
employ the word, -
Aots B, 4740k fipoes Arase T [”I TS ouroag-— I kT4
5, 11 fi ?.Frzfo /’930;/‘70‘! t/a' odyv Tov E/khnTid v .

7, 38 ( das von Mose durch die Wueste gehuehrte Volk
Israel (Kit.506)iv 75 Fhkanrip 20 Ty P2

8, 1 of church in Jerusalem Ekkhn o1y Z‘»v £ [z)cya-p,{u,;ou
8, 3 Eddles 2 eAumnivelo Ty Exkhnouey
9, 31 (includes Jerusalem, Juda,Galilee, Samaria)
At mEv o0y EXKARri
Reference is not only to a single congregation as a

church, but also in the plural sense and use:

! VI /
Acts 15,41 zmrz,,,o,}"w Tots SXKARTWAS

- /
16, 5dl,a£(/ ovv !KI{[;,a;,u ef{yaioyﬂ', i3 y oL

So whether the congregation in Jerusalem is named (Acts 11,22)
or referred to (Acts 12,1.5; 15,4.22, or the conpgregation of
Syrian Antiockh (Acts 13,1), Caesarea (Acts 18,22) or Ephesus
Acts 20,17)2%#1;&7; is used, The singular use of the word 1is 1

predominant. Yet one must remember that singular and plural

Y T TRy

are used interchangeably.

. “H S > 4
The c_haracterb“'{if EXKAyr st become: evident in Acts, The

- ’
churches in various places are called simply cAA4f»7rssc  without

R Rt i e |

]
geographic limitation or localization, The EAVKy e is not a

P ———
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totality of t,/"“""":" by the process of addition. The Church,
€kkAnosa 18 in the places mentioned (Kit.S506).

Present usage requires that w'e employ the words congregation
and church, as the translation for fi/4» W;t, meaning the
local gathering as being disbinot from, though not separated
from the EKIChy 0 a8 a wvhole, No distinction is to he made
between Jewish and Gentile congrepgations,

While the term kb A1m is complete, we might use the
epitheton ornans 2oV ol s which, while not used, is under-
stood, It is this which distinguishes the @AKAna< , the
church, from all other gatherings or groups. This bhecomes
apparent in comparing Acts 2,4'77.;5*/"4"4'/1" (%0 e os ) and
Acts 19,32 n E:M'hd‘u'l » In Acts 19,32 it would be guite
improper to employ Tov '9503 « In the latter it is evident
the ;’M’hw’a is used in the sense of the body politic.

Thus it would be quite wrong to use the same connotations
for EKKhn dra in translation,

Uhat the S#Anoi TV AESY op Jyprby 1s distinet from
the €AKAnfidof the body politiec i not a matter of quantity
but of quality:

a) the body politic : a public mecting, the more
the better A
b) church: a gathering of those whom God called (Kit.507).

Cf. 5,11 where o{y 1s added to FANAns/s . This does not add a
new element nor provide a contrast to other e:klrlaﬂ.'u. s but
only emphasizes what is the EXbhnein Too eod. » that 2/ e
members of #be (Yurch were inyolued.

e
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II.Letters of Paul:CORINTIANS® GATLATIANS.
>4
Paul's concept of Ekklmcr'/a is identical with that of acts.
No distinction is made between Jewiwih and Gentile churches,

He views the individual congrerations somewhat like a human

individual, who,vhile individual, is stilll a definite part
of mankind: II Cor, 11,8:@n Zkhintrdy JWJ /-wmuW?-‘
II Cor, 12,13-% ;‘Md

the Fklr‘nl‘r

Phil,4,15: 7 any EXLAndin fad ,aWu/a wilh ynes .

Hero apailn fkk hn ﬂl'*ia qualitative, not quantitive,

But this is not such a separation, or individualizing, as tho
though they needed to be added to make the sKuchy sk s @8 with
people, but rather an interrelationship, or unity, of churches
and church. This becomes of much imnortance in the prgactice
of congregational and church discipline, The interchange of
gingular and plural has these h)srtant values:

Rom.16,23;: 7 £kkhn Arc oAy

Rom.16 4,16: Jarae Ac :/r/rla""‘ il shtchnaiae T XewTo¥
I Cor.4,7 where the phrases Taraov ev
| Covi},35:and Zv Tasy 2Kkhnoylry Tisdiy  gre identical.

;".M'_q 24K AR “'{

This facility of e;press!.on in terms and numbers to designate
as perseecutor

one ideas is 1mpo:-tant. While Paul,is disrupting the organ-

ization of the church, he is in reality persecuting those who

are in the coetus dniversglis, and later, when he writes to |

the F‘A'/H”"’:* at Rome, he is in reality addressing the persons wh
constitute the Ekkineia . ) 2leeds . '
Again, Paul had persecuted the Ekkdqhd ,62l1.1,13, and again 3
the FA’A’/?J‘M: &Y .Ioua‘ﬂd‘; ,08l.1,22, _
So also in I Cor.10,32 the terms are easily interchanged.
That quantity 1s not required for a proper coheept of
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.f")n(/mr- ;:( , but that even the small group is "Hellsgemeinde
in lokaler Begrenzung"(kKit.504) we see from I Cor,l,2 77 z’,ﬁ’ﬁf';d‘t;f
Tn nu)c;"r) v /{’o/- :’Vasld;_-’ : Not the "Corinthian" conpre- }
gatlion, but the congregatilon, church, gathering, which 1s in
Corinth, We have then this practlcal application as a
consequence: , _ ' 
If in thls church the members are to judge I Cor,.6,4, |
If in this church a woman is to l?ehailent, I cor.zl/,aqf-,
If, in a glven case, fﬁdﬁhuT?é;;%:g¥ to be burdened,

I Tim 5,16,
then this is to apply to all the churches, to all
Christians alike, Because of this qualitative con-
cept of Ekxdnaul the apostolic letters of that time
apply fto the ;K/fln /14 of our own and every time. 1In
such a concept we have then the basic principle for
discipline in doctrine and in life for the church of

todavy,




THE DOCTRINE
of the
CHURCH

according to Ephesians.
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l. The Church is God!s creation: 1,1-6
Its members are agiol kail pistel

2.The Church is

God's children in Cbrist
by virtus of God's election
for the glory of His praise,

in development: 1,%7-12

3. The goal of the Church 1s definite and certgin: 1,13-14

4,The Church is
5.The Church is
6.The Church is
It
It
It
It

taught of God: 1,15-20

the body of Christ: 1,20b-23, '
worldwide in its scope: 2,1 to 3,21
is made up of individuals

is universal, not national

has one foundation

is one family

7.The Church has visible evidences of its being: 4,1 to 6,10,

8.The Churech collectively and individually is militant :6,11-20

This is necessary because it 1s among 1ts cnemies

9.The una sancta 1s secure: 6,235-24,
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I. THE CHURCH IS GOD!S CREATION

¥an is /wf,.} Xﬁ,d"TOKI’ (Eph.2,12) not knowing how or whers
to serve God satisfactorlily, therefore, 1f man would please God,
it 13 necessary that he learn from God Himself. Temples and
places of worship, developed by man, there were aplenty in the
world, all the result of human thought and the natural urge
in the heart of man to endeavor to relieve his own conscience of
the knowledge of guilt and responsibility to a Higher Being,
All these attempts fal led miserably before God, before the true

(tod, because men endeavored to reach o heaven by a means not

prescribed by the true God.

Places of worship ther3f£§1enty, but "God planned the first L
edifice of Hils cultus on earth" (Chr.Art.Pg.8). All the parts and
appointments of this edifice had a particular purpose and meaning,.
but always with the fulfilment of prophecy in view, Thorefore,
any arbitrady attempts by mere conjecture to have the vestibule,
sanctuary, and Holy of ﬂiies of the tabernacle and first temple
correspond to the limbs, trunk and head of man, and thus to make
the Jewish form of worship a type of the woman,the "alter Fva",
¥Yary, the mother of Christ, and therefore the N.T.Church,
cannot hold our sustained interest in the church.(Chr.Art 8)

While the temple in Jerusalem was a very costly building,
according to the amount of fold and silver used, it "can bear
no comparison with the corresponding structures at Xanak,Luxor,
eto.” (Hist..of Art by Perriot-Chipiez, quoted Chr.irt.9)

Among all the buildings and holy places, dedicated to the
the service of divinity,"the tabernacle of the Jews actually
possessed the distinguishing characteristics which so many
heathen temples claimed for themselves, bne’tha pattern for the

sanctuary and of all the appolntments thereof having been
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furnished by the Lord,Ex.26,8.9." (Chr.art.?)

Israel iteelf, of all the nations on earth, had heen seleoted
by the Lord as the nation from which wap to core the Promlsed -_
Measlah, the ruler in Iorasl (cf.promises to Ahrahame~also ¥icah
G,2)e UWith ¢the coming of the Prdmimd One & new eva, btut not
a now cultue, wae establiahed for the Church, This was to
be an era in which prophecy 4o fulfilied, symbolism 4s accompnahed.
types are realized, when Cod would apain "dwell among men™ (John .
1,14) for a time visibly, in the Christ, the Son of Cod,"in
whom this Seripture 1o fulfilled bhefore wvour eyes” (Jesus said
at N, zareth), and then , ;ivhnn the Son of "an had bhoen called
from the dead and placed on the z-mhth:gg Cod,{¥ph.1,20) %o
rule all thinps, He wovld by His Word, which He himself is, be
prosent avong men and "bless us” (Eph,1,3 ) with all spiritual
blesrinps 1n heavonly places in Christ” (Fph.l,3). -

While I.‘.-.mel as a natlion was Ged's oholce among the nations
for Hies own spegial purposes, nct every Israclite was e child
of God, aAmong the Jews, a8 among all peop® of all times,
from idam even unto now, one requisite, and oﬁc only, needed to
bo accomplished in order that a man might be one of Codls true
children, a member of the spiritual Israel, of the Church, of
the Communion of oaints, That one requirement is that a man
be ¥ £' y X(’M‘T‘z:' s "iesselben sind Claocubige, galuben an
Christum Jesum, und #ind durch den Glauben Gott gewelht und
pehoiligt" (B¢.33), whether they be Jew or Gentile., These
were the children of promise in the 0.T. dispensation, these
are they who have "an inheritance with the saints and are of
the household of fod" :ph.2,19. These constitute the Upureh,
the §RKAnsik , whose charactor is so0 beautifully delineated

in the Fpistle to the Fphesians,and whosé memborship is so
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completely described by Paul in Ephesians,

"It is the Una Sancta , presented in a manner more exslted
than any other subject in all of Paul's lettora” (Len.333)
"Few passages in the Bible surpass these verses in lofty and
sustained solemnity" (PEK.Com.262). The passages in Romans,
osp. Rom.5,28; 8,33-41 et al., present in clear and becautiful

terms the greater glory of the New Covenant over the 0ld Covenant,’

7 but in his letter to the Ephesians Paul encompasses an e ternity,
he "strives to convey an 1dea of the most inscrutable thoughts

of God through the imperfect medium of the human language”
(8chal.210), . "The one holy Cyristian Church, the Communion

of Salntas, is the central, the fundamental thoufht of the

entire epistle.(L.u W,1901,9%7). Of this epistle and its purpose
Luther writes (St.L.14,116,117)"In this epistle St. Paul teaches,
in the firvat place, what the CGospel is, how it wes ordained ~:

by God alone in eternity and merited and caused to go forth
through Christ, in order that all that believe in 1% might become
Just, pious, quicHened, saved, and rree from Law, sin, and
death,~~-~-==~lioreover, he teaches us to avoid the false doctrines
and precepts of men, in order that we may remaln wlth the one
Head, become certain, justified, and perfect in Christ alone,

in wvhom we have everything, neseding nothing outsidgﬁhim.q---
Finally, he teaches us to prove and exercise our falth in good
works, to avoid sin, and to hattle with spiritual weapons

against the devil, in order that througﬁﬁgross ve may be con=-
firmed in hope"”. "It is éne of the richest and most valuable ©°
of the epistles, having a singular fulness of matter, depth of '
doctrine, solemnity of style, and warmth of emotion, which render

it precious to the Christians of every land"(Conc.B.C.1919,146)

-
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The unique ordérliness,as only CGod Himself could have conceived

and executed it, of the "Werdesein" and "Werdegang" of the

Una Sancta i1s set forth. There i8:
lst, ;The "paean of thanksglving for deté eternal election
él’ XP \tT%- - |
2nd, :The "paean of thaﬂﬁgiﬁiﬁg for the salvation 16 time"
3d. :The "Pacan of thanksglving for the regenerative power

of the Holy Spirit". '

This 1ls followed by a prayer that the Fphesian Christians
might come to the proper knuwledge of this work of
redemption and of the position of Jesus as the Head of
the “hurch, "ind finally "an admonition to walle worthy
of their calling in unity as true children of God".
(Fuer, Einl.N.T.67)

As we nov proceed to the study of the epilstle itself, we
note tha¥ I}LEﬂGHURGH IS _ADDRESSED, VFhat 1s THE CHURCHZ Vho
belonga %o it2 How do they become members of the Church ?
Paul is here epesking to and addressing the d-}f::u. foe, W17 or
Z, 4 XT’M‘TJ I’ﬂmjz
.E{}/Btis one of the earliest and the most frequently used
desipnstions for the Christians (Acts.9,13) ard thus is regularly
uged in the plural"(Len.344),. But the d},’oc are also .‘7/—“‘7_0:..
Lenskl (344) states a definite purpose in this twofold
designation: h
"Saints” includes all that makes us Yhristians
"Believers" adds what is most essential in this sainthood,
namely falth.
Dr, Walther, in Kirche u. Amt,Thesds II (pg.57) decl¥es:"To the
Church in the proper sense of the term belong no godless persons
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no hypocrites, no one who has not been regenerated, no heretic”,
"The great Una Sancta to which they belong is HOLY unto the

Lord and is thus composed only of true believers" (Len.344),

"The Church, properly so called, is the congregation of saintse--
who truly believe the Gospel of Christ, and have the Foly
Ghost"(Tri.237,28).

Lenskl (3544,.345) correctly pdints our the error of those
who translate "the saints who are faithful"---for awong the
saints there can be no one who is unfaithful, for such an
one would bBa;:lT"‘T”L, not 7rew/or and;;ﬂfz;t at the same time,
"Here it meanatbelievers?, Glaeubige---as Luther: uses the term"
(Lens,345),

The word TieTo0c 4s not adjective---in which case it would be
translated'falithful? or 'trustworthy!---but a ﬁoun, co-ordinate
with ;&iétwg » "ith the definite article Z‘;/} p 2nd connected by
Kxie Thus the only translation possible 48 "saints and be-
lievers"y Throughout the Lutheran Confessions have so held, -~
"Faithful” heve means "believers" (Sad.142). But Sadler fails
to distinguish between the adjective and noun used of 7/772¢
Dr. Kretzmann (PFEK.Com.261) correctly points out"The members
of that congregation that were members in truth beliecved in
Christ Jesus as the Redeemer that had atoned for all their sins,
and by this faith they were consecrated and sanctified to God,
They were thus conmpected with Christ in the wost intimate
fellowship and union”; _

In calling his addressees ;f'ét ke T1rTos” Paul does not
declare them as no longer sinning. If that were his statemendt
then his admonitions and exhortations at the close of the
epistle would have heen superfluous. Rather, by the use of these
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terms he points odl the fact that they do sin, yet are holy, |

having falth which appropriates all the merits of Christ., Thus i

they are constantly forgiven., Because of this forgiveness they !

are holy and in intimate communion with Christ, They are

God's chdldren. : I
Considering that man 1is pr‘-lr Xeﬂ‘f": by nature, and ;'/9&; S |

how then can such powerful faith come about that they can be

called d}i’ov and 7/o°7¢) 2 Paul is quick to answer, In one short

prepositional phrase, & Xp,rf;;, he sums up the whole proeedure,
vhereby the love of God, in all its divine glory, and dving
fulness, and power is given to man , so that the grace from Him | 7
and the peace from God,the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, .
might be the indisputable possession of any man (Eph.l,2). ' ’
These possessions are the forgiveness of sins and where there |
ig forgiveness of sins, there 1s also life and salvation, (Cat.z;)

Thus the members of the Ghurchithe ,f;,’u #<i T1o-Te7 '

Thus the members of the Ghurch are such £v Xprolw,

That these are to be found not onlv locally #n Ephesus he i
(Paul) shows by this thet he “achilesst sich mit demyuwy undt;m.v:r
V.3, mit seinen christlichen Iesern, ueberhanpt allen Glaeubigen
Christen susammen und fordert,é dieselben auf mit ihm Gott zu
loben und zu preisen"(St.34) because of the blessings which are
ours, "alles aber in Christo und durch ihn" (Hiyrsch, 531).

God's poweyr is fully evidenced to man by the marvelous
revelations of nature. The heavens declare the glory of God,
the Psalmist say® (Ps.504) « The powerful forces and the
amazingly computable orderliness of the Whhle earth, together
with the superb structure and intricate mechanism of the human
body, tell man in unmistakeable terms that God is their Creator,

The human being, with all its known functions and yet to be dis




25,
covered mysteries speaks with unerring certainty, even to him.. .
who would like to deny it, that man is not a oreature of chance,
hor of evolutionary processes., an, as Paul 36 correctly !
states, (Rom,1,14) knows, without being told, there is a Creator
God, to whom he is reapcnsible, who has set certalnstandards, not
only for man to strive toward, but which he rust fulfilll 4f he
Would have that peace of mind and that holiness upon which an
eternal, after-this-world, presence with God is conditioned,

In his own meditations--iaft to the processes of his own human

thinking--man can not arrive at any other conclusion but that his

caseé 1s hopeless,(Eph,2,1-5), for natural man receiveth not the

things offhe Spirit of God. Therefore, although .man must acknowledge
a God of power--the same one who is also a just God, who,

correctly so, cannot and will not receive anyone except the conditior
be fulfilled--man doea,in fear of the just consequences of his own
misdeedsy-attempt to gain God's faver in as many ways as ﬁhere are ,
people one arth, Ag varied as the manner hay be, they all fall
into one category, repardless of their religious name, We find
by ethnological research that men are by 6§ure religious, each '
malntaining that his own method is the only correct one to appease
an angry God, Yet they are not saved, They realize this, Ve

see this also from the attempts of so many heathen to satisfy

or appease a god, even after an individual has died and 1is %
buried, This natural consogbsnesa of responsibllity  beamem !
evident in our own war-ridden time, And the inability of natural 1
man to solve the problem, even though she man be educated and
cultured may be seen from the addresses or talks of many of the
ohaplains in the Army of the United tases. "Men", saild a
'Christian' chaplain to his group,"you are going into something
that you have never been in before. You are going into hell,




But think of heaven., How much more vou will appreciate. heagven- -
when you have been through hell". Then failing entirely to.tell
them that cfu-it is the door. (From a conversat ion with a- re-
turned soldler-9-26-45-Luth. Serv, Center,Hattiesburg, MNiss,)
What futility lies in the humanly arriva%onchustons. Always
there 1s a definite effort to erase man's misdeeds by man's
deeds, How futile such processes are Paul states Fph.2,12:
X_Wfl‘f S%-J-__. shmide M %wnf ¢ Being without Christ a man
is indeed a hopeless creature

This is true, not hecause Paul Ba',vsi,; but bhecause God has so
declared, That which is born of the flesh is flesh, The imagin-
ation of a man'g heart is evil from hi; vouth, And Paul says:
man 1s dead in trespasses and sins, The simple conclusion then
is that since he is dead there can be neither life nor action
to malkte pood what a man had done amlss,

llan's veasoning also 1€ carried to its logical condlusion
will arrive at the same conclusion, But hecause man fears the
consequences of that inevitable conclusion he stops short of it
and substitutes his own seemingly more staisfying conclusion,
This concluasion, as everything else that is human, will fail
in the crucial test.

Han, then, cannot of himself find the wgy to life eternal,
cannot atone for that which he has done by transgressing the
standards which have been set by God, the righteous one,
Further, man cannot of himself find salvation, the reans of
grace, nor the God of grace, by any puw ely human process, The
Bible, the revealed will of God toward these lost men, is the
only means known by which men are toldof the true God and the
God of grace., It not only acquaints: men with this Knowledge,
but is its own means of making this knowledge efrfective unto
faith and salvation.
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Paul gathere together the whole activity of God and God's
grace ,in the interest of man's salvation in that one phrase:s .
EV )(pmrr.;._ Thus we have Xe:rﬁ;(l,-ﬁ); chosen érair.;; (1,4);
KiTeyw mov dvTsd (1,4) 3 Ja Iyaov me’/’oz’ (1,5)s60 7 v}dfad:;a,« (1,6),
This same thought and expression nccurs repecatedly in Ephesilans »
and in all the other passages in which the grace of God toward men
is spoken of and described, viz: the blessings v,3 (chap,l);
the ;M?’.cro sthe 7Tpoofigus 4v,6; the w‘opgfn.:/,v,s E’/t-tpr’/}'awr ):‘/«2} sV,63
theélt‘Mu'/_owﬂr 2Ve73 thei:;(pwfr U3y 7epe 7 7mmniTang Vsl BDA 8180
“""‘/fé;m/dm'rar‘%u, Tot 77 Ev 79 X@.r 7us, Uty So Paul continues,
God, all that may be known of Him, all the blesidfngs and activities,
of God necessary for our sidlewation, all the blessings and acti-
vities resulting from salvation for the children of God are :
centered &v l’[o,f/;‘.f. The d;/;-. ka1 T/T75 aye just that: év N7,
Stoeckhardt (St.46) rightly connects with the £+ Xp:¢/4 "ate
evige Erwaehlung, der freie Willensakt Gottes, ebenso wie aller
Segen, den wir Christien in der Zeit empfangen haben, durch
Christum , durch Christi Verdienst vermittelt 1st",

__________________ 11d not come about
by_itself or of itself, nor by the effort of any_one man or
group of men, but is_solely and alone the product of God!s

€ivine grace ip Christ_ and through Him,

THE CHURCH IS GOD'S CRFATION BY VIRTUE OF GOD'S ELECTION
Lenskl (Len,356) agrees that "the phrase 'He g.yicfed us

(in Christ) may be taken to include g1l that is involved in

our connection with him, from the elptive act onward to the

glory in eternity--salvation from inception to completion},




So also Dr, Pieper(Pie.III,537)says;:"Die ewige Erwaehlung- - .-
erstreckt sich nicht bloss auf elnen Teil oder gar nur auf das
Schlussstucck des Hellsweges, sondern auf den ganzen Heilsweg,
den dle Christen von Gott gefuehrt werden, von der Perufung an
bis zur Finfuehrung in die Seligkelt", But Lenslki, being in
agreement so far, then prepares his trief for "election intuitu
fidei", He statea:"ﬁn?éternal act of God pertaining to 'us! in
time is bound to offer difficulty to our minds and thikpking"

{Len,356«7). While he does appeal for "the truly biblical con=-
ception that faith 1s in toto divinely wrought”, he will hot
relinquish the "in view of faith", declaring that "better forms

of tesc hing" have not been devised. But long before Lenski's
appearance the Lutheran Confessions had definitely presented the
"better forms of teaching".

In the Form, of Conc. Art.XI-0f God's eternal Foreknowledge
and Election~ it 1s clearly stated (Tri 1067-69) :"The entire
doctrine concerning the purposze, eounael, will, and ordination of
God perteining to our redemptilon, call, justification, and
salvation should be taken together", Then it declavres in
eight points what 1s necessary for a correct hnderstanding of
the doctrine of election.(Pieper III,638«40)

*Stoeckhardt (St.46) quotes the words of Haupt as correctly
describiip the redationship of election and faith:"Die goettliche
éh’&o;-o; jst dem Paulus ein voellig freler Willensakt Gottes;
nicht weil die betreffenden an Christum glauben, sind sle

auserwaehlt, sondern dass sie glauben, ist einen Folge der Auswahl®,

Pieper agnin péints out (IXI,537):"Die ewige Erwaehlung er-
atreckt sioch nicht blos auf einen Teil---aoqdern auf den ganzen
Heilsweg"---and then points out that only he will err in this
doctrine who has already erred feom the Christian doctrine of
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universal salvation, s ) e

The language of Paul permits no ali.quid in homine whatsoever, '1
Decisively every attempt or ability of man &n his natural state |
to approach God by his own power in lesser or greater degree
ls ruled out., Eph 1,3. God has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenlies-- and all this sv )X eirlw .

In v, 4 Paul says: HE chose us, Again He PREDESTINATFD us,.
It was the good pleasure of HIS wille loV 42'1(7'/%74/ wolov |
v.6; Er:{ g;fa(ll’of eto,

The Scripture John 6,44 (Pie.II, 5647)denles man in his natural
state every aptitude to believe the Gospel. Paul declares 2,1-5
the alsolute inablility of man to rise out of his death of sin,
There could be nothing 4in man from which even the first desire
to believe might proceed or be developed., GOD MUST DO IT AND
GOD ALONE, GOD WMUST DO ALL OF IT.

Put now we are confronted with that old crux of the theologilans:
cur allil non 2111 ? Paul does not say, MNor is this clarified l"
anyvhere else in the £,ripture. Whoever, as the proponents of ,
an aliquid in homine do, proposes to explain, brings only his :
ovh opinion to bear. MNothing was to he to the glory or honor

~of man, but all e/; :J}mrar eto.Eph.1,5~6, Since Scripture nowhere
gives light on this, we must, as Dr, Pleper was wont to say '
in his classes:"Den Finger auf den Mund legen".

In his ZUR FINIGUNG (46) Pieper in six dchematically parallel
columns demonstrates how the proponents of intultu fidei proceed
over against the statementa of the Scripture, as these statements
are set in the form of positive dogmatic declarations,

In regard to this é4A€Jx/o (1,3-6a) Dr, Graebmner (DocTh.44)
states:"The decree of predestination is an ebernal act of God,
vho for His goodness sake, and hecause of the merit of the
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foreordalned '?edoamer of all mankind, purposed to load into i
evorlent ‘o lira,/i.‘he vay and meane of salvatlon desif@nated

for all munkind, a certain number of certaln nerszong, and %o

procure, work, ani promote what wonld peréain to theip final
salvetion. The 1‘:;1,:11: of such election in thon tho l):p rﬁz’rm G
"Dor Wohlretebhiluse Ootten (8t.48) schlieset dle Vorherbhestimmng
zur Kindachaft iIn cich, Die Findsclnft ist une durch Jesusm
Cheletum, den Erlocsey, vermittelt, indem wir ja von Natur

¥inder des Zorns waren", "Throurh Yesus chniet, the Cod-mnand
Redeerer of the world{mankind), Cod hus entered into the relation
of ¥Father to ws and to 21l believers; In Jesus, who was born from
etarnity out of the esoonce of the Fathey, who MHimzelf is therefor
trie Ood, we have £pee access o the ¥0art of the Father,.....
God chose us, Te plclked us out, He selected us, 32 set us aside
for Mmzelfs it was & freec get on Hie pavb, It w-o hnweﬁe:' not
an uet of fodty abaolute nower, but Yo chose wm in Chrlst, The
spiritual bvleosings have beeh eppropriated to uc on the hasis

of “hrinite work, but the elcotion took place hefore the

foundation of the wo*tld"(?"‘?.&ﬂm.?@}

SUCH FLECTICN AF PAR _AZS THE CHURCEH

TEE PRICTICLL RESULTS OF
T.T CUECTRNED.

" Having becn predestinated for idoption, having been elected ’
from out of the massa perdita, the believers are to be His very {

own children, E:E de79’|/. True, we remain hmn.' Curs iz not the
relationship of Son and Father, but of children and Fatheor,
"Sind wir also sur Kindschaft praedestiniert, 8o eo ipso auch
zum Glauben” (Bt.40)s Deing children, we arc also helrs?hom.8,17. |
AS children of His our life, our desires (which are controlled),
our thoughts(which are raguiated), our words(which are chosen),
our deeds arc noticenbly different from those of the children
of the world. E¥ei - &v 7-&”9 s Not "holy and blameless, in



the sense that we no longer sin, but -such,"welche in dlesem
unschlachtigem Geschlecht als hele Lichter scheinen und Gottes
Rubm, Cottes Tugenden verkuendigen"(S5t.48),

THE BLESSINGS .IN THE HEAVENLIES,
Vie are as yet in this world, but we are blessed with all

spirtual blessings in the heavenliea, No matter rrgﬁ?ﬁngle we
approach this question of our Salmation, vhether 1t be the
question of electicn, of of shdctification, or of justification,
ve always come back to.tbis same conclusion--it is God's gift,
1% came from Cod, he originated and 1mp1emonted~1t, he bestar ed
and sealed it. The bk salngs Are notof human source nor naturo[
but heavenly. "72 ;n'au,a,s’m bezeichnet in unserm Brief nicht bona,
gsondern loca, bezelchnet den Himmel selhﬂé, und zZvar nicht den
sichtberen Hdmmel, sondern die ueberweltlichen' Regionen, den
Himwel als den Wohnort Gottes,‘ala die Staette der Geister, der
Engel, Dort, im Himmel droben hat der Segen; der uns Christen
hier suf Frden 2zugefallen 1st,'se1nen eigentlichen Sitz uﬁd
Ursprung.....Der gelstliche, himmlische Segen, den wir Cnristen
empfangen haben;‘steht im Gegensatz zu den sinnlichen, ver=
gaeng@ichen Guetern dleser Hélt".(lt.ss). Knowing as we should,
if we have 1earn§d properly to evaluate the thines of this world,
that everything of man and earthly'ofigln will pass away,

thls assurance that the gift of salvation, given to us in and
thoough Christ, is not earthly, but of hevenly origin and
nature, should give us a solid eomfort and assurance, a
certainty in our dependence on God and H{S grace, tint nothing
in this world should be able to shake, With Paul we should

be able to say, on the basis of such passages, that we are
certain that He will be able to keep that which we have

committed unto Him against that spreat day, when our own
consummation of hope is realized.
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FOR THE GLORY OF HIS PRAISE.

£lj ?”'d, oy J;’j:,! 7‘,;:‘ Ioffi//;f djfd: ; e Here then we f
have the finis ultimus of the 515'}}(70 « The good pleasure of Fis i

Will wes not affected in any way by anything outsilde of Himself,
nor by anything in man, 1ts object. It wus a pure act of love,
of His love, ' |

is we, in whom God saw and found nbthing to warrant His con-
slderation, contemplate and meditate on His work of grace in us,
Vie must indeed sing the pralse of Him who has called us out of 1
darlkness into His marvelous light, ;

1.1t is His pure grace which (far transcending the human mind

and far excceding our grasp) has elected us,

2.1t is His pure grace which gave us the gift of faith,

O.It is His pure grace vwhich made us children and heirs,

4.1t 1s Mis pure grace which preserves both the heirs and

the inherltance in eternity. \
VWhy shouldhot then Hie ckhildren sing the glory of His praise i
wlth the soli gratia and the aoll deo gloria, for herein we ]
"behold the grace in its activity and thus vraise 1tLen.362)
Grace,)@‘;ﬂ/ﬁ) $ 4 connotes gullt in its reccplent. We were guilty.
But V.¢, in Christ we unworthy onca a.’be_made objects of His :
grace, "Aller zeitliche und ewige Segen CGottees 1st aus dleser
Quelle geflossen, der Gnade, der frelen Huld und Gunst Gottes,
und durch Christum vermittelt"(St.52).

So then we, who believe, and who by this falth have rzppromﬁte_d
the merits of His s::n,- the one and only-be;oved, ay® hecome Els
children, God having elected us according to the good pleasure of
Hie will, not by any merit or worthiness in us, Filled with the
radlance of this unmerited grace, "we treak forth in the praise of
the glory of the grace that thus is oursa"(Len.363), A1l temgal

and eternal blessings of God flow from this sourcse, grace, the
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the good pleasure and favor of God, and are made possible for
us by Christ,
But what are the blessings, the gifts that we ave 2, This we '
are told in the verses 7-9, Stoeckhardt (St.53) sums them up
in this sentence:"Wir haben Christum, Christus ist durch den
Glauben unser eigen, und so haben wir Anteil an der Erloesung
durch sein Blut, der Vergebung der Suenden”, "Only the pavment
of a full ransom releases the sinner in Bod's courf(len.364),
This a’mzu'yww/ was paid by Christ, This ransom then has power
and gfficacy. It is liberation. The price is Z« d/«d Y
The efficacy 1s constant and abiding. Not only 1s Christ the
ransom paid, but with his paying of the vansom 1s .1ncluded the
;4'/02;4 Ty /fo(,odJTTw/d.l:Tu/. These two are no"l: to be seaparated,
as some attempt to do, This kind of redemption had long ago
benn promised and expected, but promised in Christ, Now it is
a reality, ¥t is retroactive to the days of Adam, who believed
in the cominé Christ., It is effectuel for the aeons- after its
accomplishment, "His blood paild the guilt of all men's sing--- I
it has expilated the pullt---it has borne the punishment"(PFK Com.26%
These blessings we have, ¢ Yout/, They are our present o]
personal possession by faith, which appropriates forgiveness,

( Justification and forgiveness are synonymous with Faul,)
The ::/re'd'g Twr Iafdi%mu'fa,vincludes every sin, none excepted,-~ '

That is of tremendous imnortance to us, Now we may consider

again vhy Paul addresses the believers as.é,.'o. o Thelr sims ,

which made them unholy, are removed, they are declared righteous

in God's sight for the sake of the vicarious activity of Christ,

and all this solely and alone Ai/s 7ev ZherZav 785 YepiZes adTou |
This again gives us the motive for the redemption and ro:-g';ivenon.
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The individual Christian does well to ponder this truth,
= especlally the present form of the verbg})’oﬁﬂ’ .“WE:the believers,
the ;;..’m sWho have been choen,"WE: at present and at all times 1t
vfhile we believe this, have, possecss, forglveness of sins, |
)E)L om € pl.0, We are "tellhaftig worden der Erloesung, die
durch sein Blut erworben ist, und in Vergebung der Suenden
bezteht"(Hirsch,534), "We are become both the objects and
recipicnts of His love"(PEK Com.263), /% such we are to have A
no doubt as to the sufficiency of the substitue ransom, for
Lt was Ka«Tx Tov Mhovlov I )(a(‘:lra_; Ay ToD
Sin abounded in us, but the grace of God abounded even more,
in greater volume and with greater power, While the flood of
gin overwhelmed us in a mad rush to destruction, the grace of
God in Christ flowed in in such a superabundant stream and with
such efficac.iousnc-a that all that has separated us from God
has been swept away, and we have been carried to the feet of
God, who in love and mercy has received us and made of us |
foundlinge and miserably poor humans children of God and
possessors of life and salvatlon;
But we have another gift beaidea forgiveness, This s=cond
gift 1ssv Fiy ”'”f"‘ Ade f’f"’” 7€/ , The child of God then is not
:ﬁowuy (ignorant, stubborn), bu /fff?ﬁ/ .4,iand ffonpb‘ﬂ_az-a those new {
characteristics of his which cause him to desire, to scek after,
to learn, and to want to do that which is well plessing to his
Father, as an obsdient child., His whole 1life 1s given new
direction and purpose, He serves not self, but God, Thils is
S 4pndicated by the 77'4"'"?; . He learns to distinguish between that
which is good and that which 1s not good, or evil--in every case
seeking constantly what is God's will, and using, as Lenski

expresses 1t (368) ‘sensibleness”as applied to 1life and its actions
]
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"The wisdom and dlscernment given to us by Ood malkes us ready and

perfect for a holy and blameless conduct in love"(PrK.Com,263),

und v.di=6a mitelnander vergleichen, wie sich d-r Segon, den wir

Christen letzt in Haenden haten, und unaere ewige Trwaehlung

Zueinander verhalten"(8t.,55). "All these gifts, everything that
we are and possess in opiritual matiers, we owe entirely and e
@lone to the free gracs of "od, to the elecetion of grace (PEKCom26
Vie close this sectior with a qQuotation from the Confessions: i
(Tri.231,16)"But every true Ghristiaﬁ is even here upon earth |
Partal-er of etornal blessinga, even of eternal comfort, of eternal
1ife, and of the Holy CGhoet, and of righteousness which is from
God, until he will be completely saved in the world to come", ;

(Tr1.1087,75)"But; now having been given knowlodge and intelligence
the believers”should not be idle, and much less resist the }
impulse of rod's Spirit, btut should exercise themselvea in 21l b
Christian virtues, in all pgodliness, modeaty, temperance, patience,
brotherly love, and give all diligence to make thelr calling

and election sure, in order that they may doubt the less

congerning it, the more they experience the power and strength

of the Spirit within them”,
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Il. THE CHURCH IS IN DEVELOPMENT, Eph.l,7-12, '
We propose to deal with this section under these five subheads:
Els oikonomian tou pleeromatos
anakephalaioosasthal en Christoo
for an inheritance
fiorording to His will
els epalnon tees doxees autou,
In-stedd of dividing this into five different chapters, we find it
to serve our prupose hest by not making such sharp divisiona, and
yet holding the importance of each point,

Stoeckhardt (8t.55) warns againet devarting from Paul's strict
line of reasoning in dealing with these verses. FHirschberger (532"
like Lenski (Len,.368) eall the xvusiRf:oV :"Uns durch Christum

selig zu machen, weil es ihm aus Gnaden so gefiel” and "the

Gospel, the will of grace, hid from the ages", But certainly

.
:
]

these are alrecady included in the previous verses, especlally
in the statement that we are, children by faith in Christ, who
? (K 2 (4 ~ 1
has wrought dﬂ""Ulfﬂf'V and dffﬂ_; Lwy ’df"‘lfr“’/‘ﬂ' lwv
Quite evidently, and simplest of all fuZ 7z eddokitv o) Tov
£;s ai/(ay oM ;d/ Too ”X»/Ouj,ad'ﬁa} Py 'fc'“‘rpu?r and

A'Sf,/z.f, dcagda) T« TarA &v L )@.rﬁ? are co-ordinate and .

stand in an adjectival relationship toZomstfprov 737»-9&‘»1:/»;7'4, avloo,
Pavl is here 1ntr6duoing a new element, He givea motive

and content of the« ur/?,;,au ﬁ;ﬂgf'fa',‘uh} oAy Tov . Of our-

selves we could not know it, since He/}"vf::ﬂtk v oJ7) "una nun

vird gleich im folgenden ausdruecklich gesagt, was Gott gewollt,

was er sich vorgenommen hat"(St.57). "Reason ean aporehend,

vhen revealed, that which it cannot discover; but seldom or

never can it comprehend it perreutly"(nhnd.coleﬂe). "Es way

ein rein innergoettlicher Willenvorsatz"(St.58). "In the

matter of his cholce God had in no manner been influenced by

anything outside Himself--His own free determination originated




in His own gracious mind"(PEK.Com.263), -
Wha: 1s this mystery of His will ? 1Its contents can only be
discovered from the context. V.1l0:That in the dispensation of the

fulness -weeew- even in Him", "His course of action looked forwerd

to the diapensation of the fulness of times, all the periods

of the earth's exlstence and history being taken together in the
figure of a vessel which is filled"(PBK.Com.263)., The last of
the God ordained periods of time had arrived with the advent of the j
Son of God in the flesh, born of & woman. This 74 'q/ew,u't iy Hag
Viag that period in which the self determined will of God w as to

be completed, the N.T. time,

Ok o Va.a.ulat does not of necessity imply an al,lfora Aa’; s 88 Lenskl
a55eyts. Certainly the administrator, or, as Lenski says "the
manager”, is definitely Christ in vhom all things are gathered
torether., We must, however, talke a:Kan,tu’a- as active, aﬁd fq;fﬂ

ﬂlqpag,u.a.fos lwv ffuipwvas genitivda objecti. "The word 'fulness! i

or completeness, is 6n1y found in connection with time in this
passage"(Handy 139). It is God's"management in the time of

the N.T., the time in which we now live"(PEFK.Com.263). During
this present, last, period of time His will, His intentions,

are to be accomplished. "Gpd would employ this last aeon, which
beran with Christ's apprearance in the flesh and will come to its
conclusion with the Parousia, to bring together into one all I
the children of God, scattered though they be'throughout the . ;
world"(St.66), One after another these ¢ndividual elect are to

be brought to Cyrist,in Christ by falth, into one "whole". "The
innumerable company of angels become one wi?h the Gﬁurch

through Christ"(MH.1121), to bring together under one heading,

under one head, all things in Cyrist, the things in heaven and

the things in earth. The passage 1s called a locus vexatus, -
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q
Pre&e::a 1s true, in such an instance the commentator is permitted to !
AWhatever explanation, in his view, gives him the most complete :
sense of the passage. And yet onewmust not do violence to the T
text, The 74 7vTx » we think, cannot include "every creation”, ;
It 48 true that "Christ rules the kingdom of power in the ':‘
interest of His kingdom of grace"(Len,373). It 1s also true that ‘
all authority is given Him in heaven and in earth -n7 1. By His
pover all things must work together for good to them that love
__God, . © Here the reference 'i*,‘;'i‘;ﬁ" the Una Sancta, not to all |
the creatures of Gpd. Tmo?rdke;uﬁ'*w'lﬂf ’94'1— 1s done f» Xew Ty,
and certainly only persons can be in Christ, and only the elect
are (or shall yet baoome)f'r Xetﬂ‘Te\j ° "Nun aber werden die ]
Engel Gottes im Himmel auch sonst in der Schrift Kinder Gottes
oder Sochne Gottes genannt. Und so stellt der ApStel den
Kindern Gottes auf FErden, aus dem Menschengeschlecht, die Kinder
Gottes im Himmel, die Engel Gottes, zur Seite"(S5t.66). .

Thls satisfies us completely, for thus the unity of the

Una Sancta !.a maintained in a most wonderful manner--and all

5" Xe.rf-?' --a11 the elect from all parts of the world, Srom all
nations and conditions of men are united with those in heaven into
one grand eternal comrunion of saints, the coetus electorum,
During this aeon,then, the gathering into one must be coxitinued,
until the last of the elect has been transferred !.E’/the

Una Sanceta.

2 /
Being onein the Una Sancta each has an INHERITANCE. M’lqugg.“;y,

not by ourjhoico, not because of something in us, mt#oo/’frk"ff ‘
Ka Tz 7/;'” Eqer Tod Tk JyTw rrsf}au/'f'a; AoaTe Thny ﬁla:{n?’

ZoJ ,195,(;;/4.:/»; «v 750

"Es 1st 318024’4);/&,’#071(5/ parabiel dem E/(:(s'f;t?;;‘}} Ve4., und
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: __wie dorté 5;{ fgfrh durch .?‘/oaof/:vx_{ s B0 18t an unserm Ort ;dej";g;,,,.
durch Je0 op10 €7¢; papeher bestimmt, indem hier wie,&ort der erste

Ausdruclks die Baziehunﬁ auf Gott, der zwelte die Beziehung auf

das Z4lel in sich schliesst"(5t.72). "His purpose cannot fail

of realization, for there is never a thing that God does not work

in concord with the counsel of His will"(Len.3%77). Even now

already we have Christ, forgiveness, sonship, The man of the

0ld Dispensation, believing in the Christ to come---the man
Who 1s now come to Christ--the man who is yet to come to Christ, ’
every one=--the fdithful Jew of the 0.,T. and the faithful Jew
or Gentile of the W.T.--all are included, To each is given the
inheritance here in time and it is tqtind ite consurmation il
in heaven, ;
This inheritance is ours not by lot, but by the SPECIFIC
SELF#WILLED CHOOSING OF GOD. No power, opposéd to the counsels
of God toward His elect, can possibly hinder the fulfilment. P

"In 2ll things, in the history of nations as well as in the life
of individuals, His power directs and shapes all affalrs, so
that His purposes are always accomplished., This 1nhe§1tanee
is therefore gsecure. There is no chance about 1t, no mere
arbitrary selection on His part, but definite plan preceded
by determination to carry it out., Those whom God elects and
ordains shall unfailingly arrive at the goal determined by Him,
What, we ask again, is THE PURPOSE. ?; for us to be to the
praise of His glory. Not for ourselves, qot-ror enhancement
in earthly positions and fortunes, but to the glory of His ~
praise, are we elected, All this is to take place during this
present aeon, this N,T. time, in which the church will receive
the last of the elect of CGod.
"The whole life of the Christian should serve for the praise




38, - ' |
of the glory of God"(PEK.Com.264) "that the sons of men should
magnify Him" (M.H.1122),

THE NEW TESTMANET AEON SEES THE FULFILMENT OF THE PROMISE Al

THE ACCOMPLISHMFNT_ OF GOD'S PURPOSES_IN THOSE WHOM HE HA ;

ELINCTED AND BRINGS_INTO THE UNA SANGAT_ FOR AN _ﬁmllﬁl' 208
D AGAIN IS TO SFRVE
FOR THE GLORY OF_HIS_PRAISE, n
III. THE GOAL OF THE CHURCH IS DEFINITE AND CERTAIN, 1,13.14.
A new thought is here developed by Paul in characterizing '
the members of the Una Sancta., VWhile in v.1 they are called
a‘;u'w and mﬂ"of, here they are designated according to their
ethnical origins:
~ l. Jews, who trusted in the Christ to come, and r
2.7;42}, who believe in the Christ who has come, and

Bov 19 Aal U/“ﬁl; , the Gentile G“rlstianu"o/@f’?’:ftg'y/_.':. '8

All these, of so many different peoples, are brought together

into one, bymfa:au‘r 7’.;3 2’77?/-;511;_( Zg ?‘7;"&3 » into one fold,

under one Shepherd, as one great family. : ' |
This was God's purpose, vthia He would accomplish v )(P"T‘:s- l

Thie gathering, as 1t was showing itself then, was to continue

to the end of time, vntil even the very last of the elect is 4

safely gathered in, The time of Gospel preachiing throughout

the world to accomplish His will was now underway, and nothing

was to stand in the way of it. The power of that Gospel was

evident in Paul's time, and will continue to be so, for the

Spirit Himself, the Z"‘rf&l.d.cfg— 7 ’r} EM4zp € 4« would work in such

preaching and faith viouid bo.croatad "4n the hearts of the

elect, of every elect, by the force of the /fa’/ar‘ 2"»} )4;5%%1 i3

.70' i‘:v?ig’/,,y 707} 6‘&)7'7'19,’4;,'
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Such falth was to be preserved by the same Spirit that created
it, for, Paul aay_s:i‘lf’ﬂdil}ga 7¢. This Spirit is d}’f;‘/e H}V ‘
7;’} K"”F"Va/u;j 7;4.;/, our gurantee and assurance that consummation .
of our hope is certain, No powers, physiocal or spiritual, would
be able to nullify His work in the elect, neither principalities,
hor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, not even
the devil Himself, So we also confess in the 7th, Petition, that
' He will finally, having delivered us from every evil of body and
soul, property and honor, talke us to Himself in hesven, !
We conclude this section with a quotation from Dr, étoeukhardt,
- whom we have used and followed extensively:(St.Bl1-82);
"Der Schlusssatz des Abschnittes eroeffnet uns nun auch eine Per=
spektive auf das Ende des ewigen Rats Gottes und der Vege CGottes,
die Gott in der Zlet einschlaegt, um seinen Rat ins ¥erk zu setzen
Denen, welche Cott von Ewigkeit her aus der Wlet erwaehlt und zur !
Kindschaft verordnet, welche er in der Zeit der Welt entnommen, .
mit Christi Blut gereinigt, zum Glauben gebracht und in den
Kindess tand eingesetzt, welche er durch seinen Helligen Geist
vor der Welt bewahrt und im Gnadenstand erhalten hat bis ans Ehde, '
denen wird er an jenem Tage das @rosse, schoene Erbe der Kinder
Gottes einhaendigen, die werden der Herrlichkeit Gpttes und
Christl teilBaftig werden. Die Kindschaft wird dann vollendet ]
und offenbar sein, Welt, Suende,Tod undalles Uebel wird weit
hinter uns liegen, die verklaerten, verherrlichten Gotteskinder
verden das Angesicht ihrea ﬂ h_!.mnachon Vaters schauen in ewiger
Freude und seligem Licht und sicher in ihrem Erbteil ruhen,
An jenem Tage, wenn die Zegiten. der Welt a‘bgas'ehlossen simd , wird
die Vollzahl der Auserwaehlten, welche aus allen Geschlechtern
der Erde gesammelt sind, erfuellt sein, dann wird die ganze
Gottesfamu!.é, das Volk des Eigentums, die grosse edle Schar
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der vollendeten Gotteskinder um den Thron Gottés und des Lammes
versammelt stehen und mit allen Choeren der auserwaehlten Engel
vereint das Lob des Lammes sin}en'und dem Gott aller Macht und
Gnade, der éanen wunderbaren Rat #0 herrlich hinausgefuehrt hat,
Preis und Ehre geben in alle Fwigkeit,"”

|

E SUMYARY OF THIS SECTION IS _SIWPLY THIS_THAT WHAT GOD_HAS_

DETERMINED_ MUST BE_ACCOMPLISHED AND WHOM GOD_HAS FLECTED VILL

PRESFRVED_BY HIS SPIRIT

&

IV, THE CHURCH IS TAUGHT OF GOD=-1,15-20,

Paul here, as in his other epistles, states not only in general

but in specific words that he 1s mach concerned for them and what

they might hear and believe, He has heard of them, and especially

he has been told of their constancy of falth and the manner in
which they are exercising their falth-born “nristian love. This

Ay 2 ’, - .- ?,
love had a particular quality about 1t. It wasZwr azaitny Cnr €14

JBLJAS Z}q; 1}:a€; s not a factional, or cliquish show of affectio’

which expected a return, but a love to all the ailnts, be they of
Jewish of Gentile extraction. Even as the love of God extended
to each anthl of them in abundance, so their own love was active
and responsive to every call on the part of those in need,
"agreeing in love, without sects or schism" (Tri.691).
He commends them for this and in this commendation lies an urgent
Plea so to continue. Only from Christ could they learn so to
love and they could so love only because they are in Cnrist,

For this Paul thanks God who £v X w/ohas oreated such faith.

To Paul it 18 'a constant miracle ofdivine grace that anyone
should come to the falth, and when such falth 1s evident Paul's

hegrt breaks forth in words of praise and thanks to God, lilke

the joy of the angels over one sinner who repents.

-i

1

i
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Not only does Paul thank God. ou mW;,aaz E;[KPW”‘JV ';F‘\f iy >
but he alao,wyu’.ty o;:u;/ 7o ou:uh’as ;lr; Ty TPossv Ywv awor .
Knowing that the prayers of a righteocus man prevail before God,
he mention them by name in his prayers, brings a speclal plea
in their behalf before the throne of grace.

Hereln we have an exawple to follow, Jesus praved for His
disciples; Paul prays for his fellow-believera; we should pray
for one another also., The burden .of such prayver Paul now reveals,

It is to be a plea dddressed to.-God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is the Author and Finisher of our faith.

Such a prayer addressed to Him ¥o whom has been given all powex
and in whom /:l" 77""’7;‘ isd,rdksim'lma/fdffgect s Who 1s the Head

of the Church, muet certainly, since 1t must of necessity be
acceptable, invo:ke upon the Church the blessing of God, must
result according to promise in bestowal of certain 2ifts so
n=cessary for the faithful, By nature we have none of these
abilities, by faith they are available to us, by the Spirit's
vworking in us the giving of them by God brings blessed results,
Ve could not know the /43’4 of God, except 1t were revealed to us,
"Thisdé‘-« distinguiahea God as God, His infinite greatness,

excellence, perfection, and majesty ever shining forth. It is the , |

sum of all the divine attributes in their manifestations"(lLen.392).
AB the 77'7217/1-& fd/',"j Haey o;ﬁ&dul;.lg ws 1in knowledge of Him con-
tinues 1ts work in the child of God, we marvel more and more
at the glory of Him who has called us,

"Phe Holy Ghost, who comes into the hearts of men when they
come to faith; teaches them to understand the heavenly,divine
thinecs. He reveals to them the mysteries ‘which would otherwise

be hid from them, the chief part of His work in this respect

Y ] -




. and sharper underetanding of Cod, ‘They advance from truth to

42,
eonsisting in t¢his, that the Chriatians obtain an ever clearer

truth, from knowledpe to Enowledge" (PEK.Com.266). This 1s

verily important for us, for "if the same apirit who indited the ,-'
sacred fepiptures do not take tho vall from off our hearts,

and enable us to underataend and improve them, we shall be

nevey the hetter" (2,.1.1122),

Such knowledpe will not be a mere Intelleectual attainment,
nor a mere memorization of doctrines and forrmulas, but "an |
ever frocsh apprehension of what the grace of Cod has given us
in Christ Joeus”(Len,.394).

Whon the cealos feoll from the eves of Paul at Damascus he
could see the thinpe about him and could recognize them because
he had coen their duplicates in other places. When the Spipit
of God opans our cyes by falth, we can see, but there iz atilll
£0 much we nced to learn. Here then the £,1rit comes to gur
assistance, 7 ¢y W ad‘ﬂtr‘g'yay_’ Jevg é@,ﬂd[wl}; Ty deatvoiog a;;a;/ 3
80 that ee we now come into the magnificance of Hls glory we
learn onc thing after another, in order that we epproach more
and wore to what Cod desires us to be, Tho Confessions noint
out (Tz-i.sv:}j)that one doee not Imow evervthing and that
"inasmuch as God is not ashamed to teach these things dally,

&8 knowlng nothing botter to teach, and alwavs lceps teaching the !
same thing, and does not take up anything new or different, and :
all the saints now nothihe bettex or different to learn, and
cannot finish learning thif.s.s...W0 cannot laarn in one hour
what fod Himself cannot finish tesching”, As we look deeper and
deopoy into the revelation of G, 4 by His 8,irit, we will learn
"truly to relish i:lnt which now we cannot endure, because of
great abundance" (Tyil.570,20).

]
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And what is this knowiedg& ? Ve should "labor to have clear
uriderstandings; be ambitious of Seing kirowing Christians, a nd
judicious Christians" (M.H.1122), :

Paul here reminds us of our election or conversion, At that
time the Spirit awakened in us a hope, E,{mi(. Now we are by the
Spirit, in the study and contemplationof His Word, to learn more

of: (] . 7/ 2 ~
a) the hope of our oalling, s 7iif Txs Khndswus ot d70d

b) the riches of our inheritance, s #A¢v7os----- Kdnpovouisg

¢) the exceeding greatness of His power to us Z¢ ﬂ//'ff/&"‘"’

Mféfdgﬂ; Tng doramews ouTod,
all again--all this £v Xe,rn; #
and agaln all this 2’ 751; :9""} s "in der CGemeinde der
dann vollendeten Heiligen und Gerechten, und sonst
nirgenda’ (St. 102).
EATi5 T Khnosug Ai7s) 1ot only is there to be faith and love

in the heart, but also hope. As spiritual life increases, = this

hope is to grow, This hope, the effect of His calling, looks
constantly forward to its consummation, We need indeed to
pray:"Deliver us from evil”". Ve need to learn that by much
tribulation we enter the kingdom of heaven, we need to learn to
keep our eyes constantly on the wonderful blessings promised us,
For that reason we must have Cod's instruction, understanding
from Him, This is promised by G_d and asked for the Fphesians,
and?gfl Christians, by Paul, and for every other Child of God

by every Christian. o 7’“”;7"5 .......A’/afamﬂ':'-j ee-that?!s ite-
our inheritance--and it is one which will never taint nor g
rust, for it is HIS inheritance, given to Christ and shared by us,
It is a gloriucus inheritance, a conditio splendidissims,

akatus gloriosus. This 1s ours,
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There is so wuch that distracts the Child of God, 20 much

that tempts him in n oensual way, oo mich that would lure his
epiritunl eves away through the medium of hie phyaical afcn, that
the child of Cod full well needs -the enlightening, suidance, and
instruction of fod's Spirit. Ve noed to accustom ourselves more
end wore to our surroundinee as we stand in the lipght of His

glory thzu::uﬂh falth, 73 art,o ,ﬂq /N ew vy ,a.e/pﬁ; 7»; //th/f dﬂ/a;.--

Fm‘lt’ﬂarlat_g 4’47’4 Ty Frf/’fﬂdu Tov ,(—PdTotlj 70; 40-,}70; 70V

This also the child of God should ponder and meditate on,
this the Spirit would have him learn to appreclate all the more,
namely the overvhelming greatness of the power of Cod in
bringing him to the faith, This conversion was possible only
‘and alone by the overwhelming power of Ghd.
Lenski objcets to having this conversion the result olf 1
ornipotence, Allmacht, Allgewalt, He -prefe:-a to eall 1t "the "
power of prace"(Len.398) and charmes that Allmacht, Allgewalt, i
leads to Valvinism, But it is not ant!.-leriptin'al to call it
i omnipotence, for which =+ 15 easicr to says the omnipotence of
| God or the power of grace, when referring to the creation of
falths . -
in Their Lovme e state.

Hatural man, including the believers, were all the same, Every-
one fought m%’ plotted apainst God, hated God, was dead, entirely
and totally, in trespusees, Only the power of (od could overcome
this condition. That power of Cod became evident, The plan of
salvation is evolved, the medistor is determined, the messare of
salvation is given to man, he objeots, refuses 1t, but the
omipotence of Cod 1s working, It will not compel a man, but
it will draw him, Han can reeist, and some do, to their own t |
datri:otlon, rejeoting the coungels of God, Put there are those,

"~ i
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the elect, who also resist, but are overcome by it. They are

altogether contrary and unvilling by nature, even as the others,

but they become believers and accept, and are made willing,
made children of God and thus heirs of salvation, an eternal 1
inheritance. "Und nut} verherrlicht Gott der Vater die Herr-
lichkelt, seine allmaechtige Kraft, eben damit an den ¥enschen,

dass er dleses Widerstreben ueberwindet, den Menschen dem

Evangelio gehorsam macht, die Cibistuareindachaft in Christus-
freundschaft verwandelt und dann auch noch in den Christen
das widerstrebende Fleisch niederhaelt und gleichsam unter
fortpesetztem Protest des Fleisches den Glauben erhaelt?(St.103),
The Holy Spirit is working in the word of CGrace, there is no |
force or compulsion, Faith comes by hearing, hearing the Gospel
of grace, or forgiveness, and thus by the omnipotence of God
working by means of the Gospel man is born :again and conformed

to His imape.

Now, the Apotle says, the more thoroughly we understand
ourselves, our ma ture, our coimplete depravity by nature, the
better we learn to know andﬁgppraoiate the surpassing greatness
of His power toward us who believe according to the working of
His strength , which has brought us to saving falth and still
preserves us. in it.

tTo the degree we increase in such knowledge by the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, to that degree we are strengthened and
established in the faith, and in hope, and become more Christ- ‘
and heavenly- minded. y

In reply to Lenski's objection that A« 7'-\!. never modifies
this verb (Len.398), we might Qn-nar in the words of Hofmann ‘
(8t.105):"Wo sich ein aolaheu.AGJ“?nq%;ee4u— wie hier an ein
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Verbum anachllesst, ist das mit dem Verbum Ausgedrueckte 1mmer_
etwas, das in unmittelbarer Gefolge d. Wirksamkeit, von welcher
dle Rede ist, eintritt, oder ltatthnt" So 3 v, 4 16; Phil.3 21.
The past experience of the Christian nermlts h‘.lm to expect 'I:hat
God will continue His power in him, Through Christ, or in Christ,
the power of Cod has an effective medium of action aﬁd operatiop..

Thus 1t 1s evident our being in faith is "Allmaohtswirkung, ein

Wunderwerlc des dreieinigen Gottes" (St, 106).

But, of course, all this is pos:iblg and is done through the
exalted Curist. "There 15 only one adequate measure of the
exceeding greatness of God's power, namely the resurrection !
of Christ"(PEK.Com.265),

Thus we summarize: BY THE_SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND REVFLATION :

..__—__._- -——-—————————’———-—

éhﬁ.QELPE?EJQF;.ZF!.&LL“ZHI§.IR_Q§R!§2-
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¥V, THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF GHRIST*FV=20-23.

Do we need to be assured that wéxghlldren of God and heirs of
salvation, that we are partakers with Christ of His exaltation?.
Paul will now answer any possible doubt, That one, whom God set,
that one in whom we hope, that one who died for us that we might
have hope is NOT DEAD, for God raised him up, This resurrection is
a reality, and it should assure us of the reality of the work
of God (faith) in us, for 1; God yaised up His Son Jesus, and
if now we are in Christ, then certainly we also shall be raised,
we shall partake of His resurrection, of His exaltation, of His
being placed £+ J::fu‘_f AgTor v Zo?] E;Tallf?d’yIOLS .
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"The Son of #an 1s realiter, that is, in deed and truth,
éxXalted according to hie human nature to the right hand of the |
almighty mafjesty and power of Cod"(Tri.821,10) and now "Christ, :
through his resurrection and asoenaion,. enteraﬁ into the ruli
Possesslion and use of the divine majesty also acoordit_:;./?the
human natureo whioh He nﬂopted"(PF‘K.éom.265). i

Certainly here 1s solld hope and comfort and assurance for thel
child of Oodg tod elects, Cod calls, fod provides the medium
of salvation, %od creates faith, all in chr;lai:, and now fCod |
proves the efficacy of nll this by ralolng Jesue from the dead
and hipghly exalting Him, ‘

This exaltation 18 not only by degree, nor does it only approack
the glory of fod. It i{s more than that, Vv.21-23,
I/ﬂfp,{ﬁl oty e af/o/t’nf Aot E,Z’ouﬂdf A&fﬁ/y‘ﬂd; Nete ku/,dr};n; |
far above"all possible forms of power”(Rhgdy 147)" of things in ,i;
heaven, and thinps in earth, end things under the earth"Phil.2,10, |
"o matter what the name and importance of any creanted being in thT
world and in the world to come my be, the authority and nowep
of Cwrist, being that of omnipotence, 4is greater, Christ is
the supreme Lord, lo whom all oreatures mat vield obedlence"
(l’E-K.Co'm.ase). £0 also speak the Confessions in the Formala of
Concord (7Tri.1025,26), |

All this leade to the main thought of this section 22b-23,
And this one, K/ 4473/ who has just been npokan of Edks fe f.wb;/
”rép THvIn U7 efkhntig, 3715 eaTw To f@ud AJT00
Yow 1t 18 true that Onrist is head over all things (Col.2,10)

Put here we have a veﬁ; special and intimgte relationship which

is dirferent from the relationship of omnipotent power, "Seimer
Riroha,’ﬂ(/rjoﬂ;: , hat Oott Christum, das Eaupt ueber alles, regeber
goschenlzt, als ihr Haupt, so dass er das Faupt der Hirche, die




W

Kirche der Leib Christi 1st......Im eigontlichen Sinn, als
Haupt, das einen Leib hat, heisst und ist Christus nur Haupt
seiner Gemeinde"(St. 108). "Nur die Kirohb, dle Cesamtheit

i

der Glacubipgen Kynder Gottes heisst und ist der Leib Christi" (108 :%

The Church is as closely united with Christ as the body is
with the head, Beeuusfx%g_;epresbntathe fulnaas of the grace

the head over everythinﬁ is vet bestowed
and gifts of Christ, as a gift to His qhﬂre (Len.403),

' D S Ee e S S0P S G ED S S S D S S S S ST Gh G uh B S e

Since Cnrist is the head over all things, since He filla all z
things in all, since He 1s in a unique sense the Head of the
Church, which alone is His body, then certainly the Church stands
secure. He will' bring to bear,effectually, for its continuance
and security all powers in heaven, 1.e, the angels which are
His ministers, and all those powers in earth,i.e. His whole
creation. Even the gates of hell itself shall not prevail |
againet 1it, because it is His body .

Since the Cpurch has such a Champion, it should courageously
go nbout its task of preaching the Gospel of the kingdom,
for all its enemies are overcome, and its own final consummation

is assurecd,

g i
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Vi, THE CAURCH IS WORLD WIDE IN ITS SCOPE.
a) It 1s made up of individuals
b) It is nevertheless universal
8] 3¢ 1a ops tn Oneiat  ARECE

a) Paul directs his letter to the F.phesia'nn » and vet one
feels instinctively that he 1s spsaking to them not merely as a
group, nor only to all Christians as a group, but as to indi-
viduals. Whatever applies to the Church as a whole applies
to each smaller section of it and to each individual as well, |
GOD DFALS WITH INDIVIDUAIS., These individuals either by His
grace acceept in faith the mercy offered mankind, and therefore
the lndividual, or because of the individual's obstinacy refect
the mercy of God in Christ. For Kis damnation he must blame
only himself. He neither hinders anyone of the elect from comingr
to the faith, nor does he drag any of the elect or unbelievers !
with him into damnation. @b

Faul employs to this purpose w—as :the second person, making
it most emphatic, speaking to them not only as a grour which
was once a part of the massa perdita,but as a group which is
made up of individuals who by virtue of the zla(alf-\’” have been
translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of
God.

< ~

Then in verse 3 we find 74%/5, by which Paul includes himself
and quite apparently also all the Jews, thereby placing himself '
and all his fellow-Jews in the same oatapo:'y(;v az‘} Kut qufls
deTt_;) uth those who oyT-l_; vehpads Tocs 7"‘/""7[’“/“""*‘ e
Tdiy d/udfld&_s,
He and all otha:-a,or the Fphesian Church as well as or all the
other churohea, whether Jew or Gentile, were Tekve f”ﬂ' £¢ 0/"/'75

w; fice ot /0'17'“ without exception,
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Gevrl.
This 1s highly interesting and important. Gerlach (314)

adds to this point:"Die Natur ist in'allon dieselbe; nur darin
: des AT von den Heiden
unterschelden ~+= sich dle Juden, dass Cott sie in Kraft seiner
Verheissung vom Verderben errettet; das ist aber die hinzu- 1
tretende_ Heilung, nicht der urspuengliche Zustand",
All of them, Jew or Gentile, oresent Christian or stubhorn
unbeliever, are a potlori heathen, vZApPo/(, including Paul also.

Chlldren of wrath, Paul says, not by gradual development,

nor " a nature developed by actual sin", but because this is
innate and original, "our inborm, utter sinfulnees and de-
pravity"(Lens.413), The Confessions call this "the horrible,
dreadful hereditary malady by which the entire nature is ]
corrupted---and should be regarded and recognized as sin indeed,
yee, as the chlef sin, which is the root and fountain of all
actual sin"(Tri.B6l). And again:"This hereditary evil is the
guilt (by which 1t comes to pass) that by reason .of the dis-
obedience of Adam and Eve, we are all in God's displeasure, and
by nature children of wrath, as the Apostle shows Fph,2,3"(Trifc:
2ince this appnlies to the world, to the whole of mankind,
it applies also to the individual, as Paul says vuds and ya£i.
"Not'only evil individually or collectively, or a lack of good,
a weaknees of the flesh, but intimate connection and communion
with evil and with the evil one to serve in the destruction
of all God's creation, physical and spiritual”(Cerl.313)

This original sin is peccatum vere damnans, and each on is
dravn by nature "irresistibly to that which is evil., God does
not condemn the innocent, but the guilty, pullty not by God's
creation, ﬁut by 'the invasion of 8in"(Cerl313). As Paul had
sald, man is _‘/t;;f:l’f '920‘5, he here declares they are not only

entirely without God, but /nla To aiwys Tov Komwol lovlay  poy
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the phyaical world, but "die von Gott abgewandte Menuehhett"(St.‘llL)-
It e a dlsmal ploture which Paul here paints of the indis '

vidual, end man is indeed, because of his natural state Xwrij

9‘203 e« But there 1s another and far more important picture 1

for those to whom he speaks, Something bas happened to them, |

They do not fit into the seene whieh he has portrayed. They

are no longer V.f/(,oau;, yov averie d/wy/m’ wole £y Tdi “7’1‘9%”””.5 Zys

d‘dflajjm/fal/d Tov aiwpa Lov, foduos ZoiTov.

O Ji /zo05 Thovaras v v sAsge and prompted bvrouy d/d?;r
which was activated f¥ )(4/‘”” . His "love sees all our deadness,
and ' is moved to bring us to life", His "grace is this love ex-
tended to us sinners in our guilt and unworthiness, pardoning
the guilt for Christ?s sake in spite of our unworthiness" and
His "mercy goes out to the wretched and miserable". His "grace
deals with the cause, the guilt; mercy with the consequences,
the wretched death in which we lie"(Lems.414). 3

Thus CGod v“ure;(uaffoc'yrz Iy )ﬁ"""_l.«;, has quickened us with Christ,
"und wir sind in unserer Bekehrung dem Geiste nach mit ihm in das
himmlicche ¥Wesen versétzt, Das Leben der Wiedergeburt ist nicht
von dieser Welt, sondern himmlisch geartet"(St.121). We are
no longer what we were by nature, Vsl.’fpa_';. but quickened, alive,
born egain, regenerated., Ve are redeemed from the orlé.‘mal
damnation in which we were born, from the course of this
vorld and from the power of the devil, "Das neue I.ében der -
Wiedergeburt v.7 laeuft aus in das ewige Leben"(s'i:.124).

& i «wwr we shall "geniessen und sehen und schmecken, wie
freundlic h der Herr 1st",(St.,124)., That will be the final
evidence .and proof of His grace, then the evil world finally

falle victim to God's anger, then we, who also were children

of wrath, but are now by grace co-possessors of Christ's life,
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Shall enter into tbat beautiful life in the presence of God,
where there shall be joy forever,

All this has happened to each indi#idual Christian, again
designated by and included in the 2nd. Para.Pl-ZiXd(:"” ok a"(‘dﬁa"rgl

All this plorious possession is ours o meRus | e gre.
thus regenerated, justified, by faith. In our heart, .which
Wae spiritually dead, God has enkindled the flame of faith 1in
our Lord Jesus Christ, And this flame, just as soon as it sent
up the first spark and began to glow, spread life throughout
the formerly dead and cold members., Thus faith is the begin-
ning of the new spiritual 11fe"QPF.I§.com.268).

Faith, which is "the door to the new spiritual life"(8%t.125)
"end gimultaneously the inception of this 1ife" is a free gift=
ok 8 s’,'-gw. Therefore all the glory 1s His alone,uxxy 2 KasiyryTe
We are indeed His workmanship,avlos 7Zajus , but we must bear
in mind all this 4= again ’sy)(ﬁfﬂ'fﬁo

"Our walk now", our life,"in Him is a walk in"(St.127)

"/'"j“.j 5943"‘1} "which have been made ready and set forth by God
before we ever thought of performing them"(PEK.Com268) and
quite naturally in Cnrist, in whom we are now created.

Mankind as such 1s indeed in a pitiable state, but by the
grace of God through faith in Christ God has offered;, oon=-
veyed, and sealed to them that belleve the forgiveness of sins,
life and salvation., It is His work alone which is perfdmed
in each individual when falth is born. While this salvation is
offered to all, it is reseived by the individual, and thereby
Ahe individual becomes by a personal fal th a member of the

Una Sancta. We congiude with the words of A.L.Graebner: (Doo.
 Theo.155JThe application of the merits and benefits of Christ to
the individual stn‘ner is the work of God alone",
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b) The Church is universal

Wie take up the thought again with the s econd part of -
A.L.Craebner's statement (Doc.Theo,}55):"God is moved (to
apply the merits and henefits of Christ to the individual sinner) '1
by the same universal grace which moved Him to procure and work
the redemption of mankind". Universal grace would produce a 1
universal churgh. We must undersant, however, that universal ,
fFrace extends to gll men, while the term 'universal churech!
intends only "alle ¥enschen...welche an Christum giauhen“,(?ie.II]
and in order to clarifv that statement further Piever continiggz. i
"welche durch Wirkung des Heiligen Geistes glauben, dass sie :

um Christi stellvertretende Genugtuung (satisfactio vicario) =--

a term which Dr. Pieper loved to use in his lectures--willen
Vergebung der Suenden haben", With this faith the unio mystica
is at once established as effect and result in the individual
and the individual becomes a lively stone, an integral part,

of the ecclesia universalis,

We conlcude then that a mere outward or phustcal connection
with the visible church will notlhrinﬂ one the benefits of
agving faith. Further, no visible: church has any right to
claim to bhe the_only-aaving church, If that claim were true
then Paul's argumentation would be useless, then also Christ
needed not to have come., Paul, in FEph.2,11, stresses the
falsehood of such a claim when he speaks so disparagingly of
the proud claims of the Jews that they were of Circumecision---
Paul says 1t is merely in the flesh and made by hands.

On the other hand Padl assures the Gentile “hristians in
Ephesus, and everywhere, with certainty that althouch thew were
called unciroumcision, and not of the nation of Israel, they-r

are now, without ciroumcision but by falth, members of the
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true spiritual Israel,(13),"der Gemeinde Gottes, der Heilsge-

meinde einverleibt und wahre,volle Glieder der Kirche Gottes :

geworden sind"(St.140). '

True, Paul's readers, to a great number, had heen I« o 4 2v

mzf;kf and <7y hloTorwusvit {ng Fokhileray Tov if”'f".’;‘ e This was

due to their Uncircumcision, This uncireumeision in itselfr

did not separate them from God, for even those Jews who, though

circumcised, did not accept the promise, but prided themselves

on thelr background and nationality, were also without God, tho

in Israel. 1In V.14 Paul states that Cyrist, and Christ only,

talw y) s:}o»’n; yuwy "our"- of Jews and Gentiles., What

really made these Gentiles f grow vas the fact that they were

without the promise, they did not know Christ and did not have

Christ, even in promise, they were excluded from the Tods Tes s

oo '7.{/7&14.'/ :zm/,iﬁ ofd,S’yA':Jr 5y 8’77'01/):»{»;( s . o They were

strangers to the Covenant of Promise, because they"-nm‘t‘ﬁim%
o 0';745 /ukpa:r to the commonwealth of Cod's Israel, Because of this

strangeness they were :A7ide uy iforliy and Ao Ev Tip Koru

But now a different situation prevails, The terrible plight

in which they had heen is changed into one of joy and blessed

relationship. They are received into the kingdom of God,

;’;l\lj J;V:¢9¢L « How ? Ev Nereli, f"’rk‘; rwaali 7oV XPN‘T“T .

Christ,fiopky Yuwy ,has brought about a levelling and equalizing,

for & njiray Ii dmpilies bv, ket To' te GTofor Tob grdsmsi Avoas

Out of two God S Xew74 has made one, all differences have been

removed., The separating hedge, f{oaalo requirements, which

enclosed Israel and alienated the Gentiles, was torn down,sy 277
cdpht olos Tov veuov K4T4p2 3rus ,the Law of Moses, with all |
its demands and requieréntu has lost its hold and claim,

its power and validity. So now peace between Jews and Gesti}ea 4
ca

is established, they are one, This was the purpose of n12= to
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make into one great unity all Christendom, whether Jew or
Gentile, moziv 7o dﬂ’/"’.szﬂ‘ Ev  ana lovs dvo £ 7‘_.? s £l Fo fearsn Sy .

"Die ghristliche.Kirche 1s” de facto der eine Mensch, der aus
Juden und Heidén ist gebildet und ist ein neuer ¥ensch in
welchem nicht me hr Jude und Grieche ist"(8t.146). The two Christ
purposed to bring to God Ev ErZ CwusTi , as one whole entity,
the Churech,

The Church then by the work of Christ 1s one. "The reconcil-
lation to God was not of Jews and then Gentiles, but of both as
maling up one mystical body"(fad.178). = This fact, this peace,
He also declared and preached é"aﬁ‘y fh} ﬂdl;ﬂ:ﬂ’ /1) [nf_} a};a{; v
This is the gospel which was to be preached to all men, and by
this message, the same gospel of the kingdom to all, and by
which faith is created in Jew and Gentile, all are made &ne,
and by acceptance of this message every believer, regardless of
nationality or race, has full and equal possessions, A believing
Jew has no adv:tnage, a believing Gentile lacks nothling . From
all nations by the preaching of the Gospel Christ by the work-
inr of the Spirit has gathered one church, -in which all are
equals,

In thie Church there are no}f:/u, nor rere 7}’.«,;04/?44, like the
proselytes once dwelt among the Jews, but full equality,d’wmh'lzr
Tiv dg/w¥ in the Ohristian ohurch "with full participation and
enjoyment of all the rights and prévileges of the Kingdom"
(PEK.Com.270) and o.Kgfoc , members of the "one large, holy
family, in which God is the Housefather, Head of the House,
and gll believers members of the family"(1bvid.270). Now the
national or racial origin of a man neither excludes nor includes
him, Man, Jew or Gentile, is innately Xuf’;_f 49“':7 » but now
from all corners of the earth, from among all mations, Cod "calls
gather, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church”,
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Dr, Plever remgrks (Pie.III 473):"Die Kirche 18t allpemein
oder katholisch, weil sie die an Christum Glaubenden aller
Zeiten, unter allen Voelkern ind an allen Orten umfasst™, Thus
the feoripturesalso have sald that there 1s but one church and
Paul in thils chapter has def!nltelyﬁiuoredited any denominational

¢lalma to onlye-saving or universal preropatives, THE CHURCH IS

UNIVERSAL IN_THAT ITS MFUNERS ARE RFCFIVED_BY FAITH IN THE SON OF

80D AS_TUFIR_FEVSONAL REDEFMFR; IRRFSPECTIVE OF TREIR PRVSICAL,

BATIONAL, FTENOLOOICAL, RACTAL, OR_GEOGRAPHIC_GONSIDEFATIONS.

To this sectlion we would add Chapters 3,1-13, Although these
verses concern themselves chiefly with a discussion of Panllg
ministry arong them and hils call es ipostle to the Centiles, we
do find a number of statements which have a direct hearing on
the subject under consideration.

Paul himself was called to the special office Wfff ”/W" 549’“"’ $

a8 a spacial envoy, rather than to Toudr #S o By pursuing this

specisl c¢all of preaching to the fentiles he had brought down
upon his head the enmity of the Jews and the suspicion of the
Roman gpovernment., In fact at this time he waa in prison for
this so~called offense,

that digﬁpwaoh that should have provoked such uncdlled for
treatment 7 V.6:"That the ‘ﬂentﬂ'en ?hould mf?(X7coV¢‘ Hee
CUrraus fal ﬂ,aﬂefTa_,{-c 2 :/Td,/z/u{( «Tos” sy Tp XOrr7w o
Hore apain the universality of grace and the universality of
the church is clearly deronstrated with'a heaping of the terms,
Ix The Old Testaweril @va there were just two classes of people,
namely Cod'g chosen people, the Jews, and the heathen, Centiles.
But now in the px-aseht economy the mystery of GodYs purpose
is revenled:; Jews and Centiles were to be joint-helrs, as

ochildren of the same femily; Joint body as the body of Christ;
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joint partakers of His promise, sharing equally in the
Messianic promise, Such ﬁas Paul's measage to the Jew, to the
Gentile, to the world, to every nation.

411 men by nature, whether Jew or Geptiie, are totally

in the dark concerning the grace of God, Therefore, Pa lsavs,

all men must be told. At this time then "God puts into

execut ion what He has long kept hidden---The church 1s a new
creation in that very form that it consists of Centiles as well
as Jews" (PEK,Com,273).

fWhat is our part in this ? Our Savior has told us, who have
experienced and been blessed by the unsearchable wisdom or.
God, "Go"., This going on our part to tell, as Lenéki reminds
us, is His coming to the nations which could never of themselves
have come to Him., The elect armong them must be drawn in
for in Puulis mind he ever sees the Una Sancta as a complete
whole, which in the present aeon must be brought to its
completion, in order that it might enter into glory as such.




- den Grundbau der Kirche bildet”(St.151). The faith of the

" and then the prophecy (by the prophets).

—-_—‘—_58.
¢.The Church is built on one foundation.Ziph.2,20-22
Paul has drawn a very fine detailed picture of the sad con-
dition of men by neture, but also a most attractive and viviad -
one of what has taken place by the grace of God in Christ
through the working of the Spirit. It is beautiful to behold
and ever calls forth praise from the beholder for the unbounded

merey showhn men.

Now he changes the scene with deft strokes of his inspired
ben. ZIrom the scene of the family gathered from among all
nations, he now cells the believers integral parts in a con-
stently increasing bullding, which is set on a solid foundation

the cornerstone o'f- which is vhrist Himself, g
Again the 2nd. pers,. pl-ye-éﬂ‘ﬁé/ﬂﬂ"gj’m zmi T ‘95“"(""

Lidv omosTolan Aot Aposgr7ivr. ', belng built upon the foundation of
the Apostles end Prophets, with Christ Limself being the chief

eornerstone.

The believers are indeed aiiszioc s but here Paul calls them a_

also the ouos 720 ,%,,",‘, ,1iv ing stones in the great temple
of Gods, Ancé these are built on the foundation "which consists
of the apostles and prophets, hot indeed of their persons as

belng the first believers, or of their faith as being the

original faith, but of their office as the recipients of the
entire divine saving revelation for :I.nsp:lred transmission to a”k
future ages"(Lens.542). "Sachlich ist nichts anderes gemeint,

als dass das Wort der Apostel, das jetzt in Schriften steht,

Una Sancta rests on this revelation. In addressing a congrega-
tion wnich consisted mostly of Gentilec Gi:ris\tians Paul is per=-

fectly right in offering his readers Christ ( by the apostles)
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In considering this rau:idatian one must gxat neglect the
edrnerstone, okpoywrislos 5 which is Curist Himself., Dr. Stoeck-
hardt beautifully explains the relati-nship of foundation
and cornerstone by saying:"Der Grunibsu and der Eckstein
liegen nun eber in diesem geistlichem Zeu nicht ne beneinand=r,

syndern ine.nander., Christus Jesus ist Xern und Stern éer
prophetischen und/ﬁpostclischen Schriften. OChristus ist in,
mit, und bel seinem VWort und nur im Wort, sonst nirgends zu
Tinden. Uer das Wort hat und fasst und haelt, der hat und
Tasst und haelt Christum"(5t.152). Harless says: (Harl.25¢9)
"er Jzﬂz‘/:y kann nur das testimonium , das Zeugniss, die
Predigt von Christo sein; sie ist zwat der Grundstein, das
Mpwlor jder eige tliehe, wirkliche Mittzlpunkt aber, ohne
welchen das Cebaeude zusammenstiyzen wuerde, ist Christus
selbst, und die enge Vereinigung der einzelnen Steine des
Gebacuges mit ihm",

We note then that the whole structure, the oiksioe , the
living :::trmes, and the ‘foundation, .:ﬂ’aa-b.'(wf 2 ii‘fa/ﬂ/'ff” are
entirely regulated by and integrated in the :M’fﬂ wricte o0 ’
wrich Lenski (Lens,455) translates with "at the tip of the
engle'--8the angle of the correrstone governs all the lines, .
all the other angles of the bailding....Its entire significance
is to be found in itS one outer angle...at the most important
corner". We like Dr. Stoeckherdt's description best:
"Christus Jesus, der Leilland der suendigen kienschen, von
welchem das Vort zeugt, ist das Fundament des Glaubens und der
Gemeinde der Glmeubigen, die aus der Suenderwelt gesanmelt
wird"(S¢,152)s

But this building, the Una Sancta, krows of nd cessation,
not even when it may h:ltorically:gsrrect to say that a

decline of the Church has set in. As each one of the ele¢ct
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1s drawn into the Una Samia. the oz/co/o/;; s sy increases

from century to century, this aside from the fact that an
"inner harmony, oneness, correspondence, attachment pervade all
that forms the building"(lens.457). The Gentile Christisns are
already built upon the foundation and the bullding progresses,
the fitting together end the growing continues. "The great

Una Sancta 'grows'"(Lens.457) unto an holy temple £65 rdov
ezém' zr ,fu,a,;» e Thus & high honor comes to those "ho enter
the churech in being built in as a part of the temple of the
living God, which has Ghrist, arnd “Yhrist alone, for its

foundatione.
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d) The Church is one family.

This seetion containes FPaul's prayer for those who because
of their election are brought to faith through and in Christ

and thus are made children of Gods "Children"--that word im=-

PP — e —

lediately czlls to mind the words Futher,ﬁ’dfn;c s @and family,
Tr'dﬂom'. the one being derived from the other. The reference in
our verses (l4.,15) is not to the faect that God is the Creatar,
and thus the originator and source of all things, and therefore

also of men,but to this faot that God is their Father THROUGH

CIRIST. Thus the word Ti«Tne is used in its soteriological
conecept,

004 1a the Father, 7ulwp 757 Kyproo 7un7 Zpdd KereTod | ana
in this manner men enter the kingdom, which is here called TTo~«
Tilpsa £v ‘”J’/""”i_‘l’ VY (/*{}' » This is not a new idea., We
find it elready in the description of the Una Sancta in 2,19:
M:rz,?m. Gos e o A unity and oneness is expressed also in
2,14,16.18--and always "in Christ". Je sus Himself had said:

"No man cometh unto the Father but by me". Having been drawn
to the Father by the Spirit each believer becomes s member in
this one fumily which has Cod for its Father.
There is pne Fether who has loved us
There is one Son of the father who has redcemed us
There is one Spirit who proceeds from the Father and the
Son to make us new creatures by faith, child
ren of God, members of God's family. ;
From all that has previously been said we know that national-
ity plays no part, color mekes no difference, cultural station
or attainment does not decide the issue, regeneration (2,10)

alone brings us into membership in this family,




This family is designated c; 09 Tooa ,r.,{/},.i' £v ﬂ‘”/’-‘ vory ”4;
’,‘"‘j?} °;ﬂ,ad:ﬁz-¢u « Thus not only a Christian femily
€roup, nor numerous Christien family groups collectively, but
rather in the sense of Ell"qud‘l'd‘ s the whole body of the children
of God, es Dr, Stoeckhardt so aptly says:(St.168 )"eine grosse
Anzahl Geschlechter oder Gruppen von Gotteskindern, und wir
denken dabei lieber....an die einzelnen Christengemeinden, als
én die aus den verschiedenen Nationen gesammelten Shristengemein=-
schaften”,

In this we may well include the ranks of the holy angels,

Who have a definite relationship to the believing children of God f
in the economy of grace., Cf.2,10.

"In heaven and in earth”, Psul says,. "21l the assemblies of
the children of God...stand in the same, in the egcual relation
of children to lim; they all form one great family, -every member
of wvhich may ask and expect only the highest and riehes:;bless-
ings from the Farent above" (PEK Com 274).

A8 a true member in this family Paul now prays for these high
and rich blessings for his fellow family members. So we also
should pray one for another,

The relationship of Father and c¢hild, of family and Father,
of Father and Chureh, of Christ, the Head, and His body, the
Chureh, is not to5 be terminated at any time, But rather this

ione, vhole family, those on eerth at present, but presently in

heaven with those in heaven, will sing His praisea and liis

By &) 757 EkkAnain Ev Yprely Lyoou, &ls Toiraty T3 pEVERS LoD Ailhag
Twy m’w’ﬁuy » When the fulness of time merges into eternity,

when the temple of the lord is comnlete@ with the coming to the

¥elth of the last of the elect, when we no longer must use human

@¢oncepts of time, but have entered eternity, then we shall as one

great family



completely realize and forever mervel at the glory of the Lord's

doing in us and for us.

Paul aads his%fl/.

Wie heartily join him,

It will requ1r§ an eternity to sing the Aj"d of Him
who has delivered us from the bondage of death
and received us into His family sV /?}ﬂ‘r‘? to give

us an eternal inheritance.
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VII. THE CHURCH HAS VISIBLE EVIDENCES OF ITS BETNG.

The Church ie invisible, aceording to Jesus' own statement.
"Not here, nor there, but within you" « Again:"To as
many as believed, to them gave Fe power to be the sons of God"
41so John 5,16:"Whosoever believeth should not perish but
have everlesting life™, Fﬁth being an intangible as far as
human pereeption is concerned, we cannat point to a person, a
thing, & locality, or a denomination snd say 'This is the Churehm
The writer of the Epistle to the liebrews does state that "¥aith
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen." While faith 1s appropriating instrument by which man is
born again, it does not of neesgcity leave eany physical marks
on the body, notwithstanding the claims of some that they have
been ziven the stigmata of the Lord in one or ensther form.
The person who is i1ll, remains i1l pﬁzhance although he comes
%o faith Quring his illness., The hungry man will rem=in hungry,
even though faith be cregated during his hunger, until he partake
of fo0d to satisfy the physicel demend. Miracles have bteen wrought
by the grace of God in certain given instances, weak persons have
beenrable to> sccomplish heroic deeds by the power which lies in
the new man through faith snd which does in given instances give
unusual phlfs-'tcal strength asnd endurance, for this is the power
vhich overcometh the warld, But to point to a certain part of
the body, or the mind, and say "There is the Church, there is
faith" is contrary to all statements of the Scripture. To direct
men tO0 a certain church group and maintain for it the claim as the
only saving chureh is not in agreement with the "whosoever" of
John 3,16.

PT I TR R




4And yet Paul gives us certain suggestions in his letter to the’

Ephesians according to which vie may judge the presence or absence

of the Chureh in e given plece or group, Jesus had a group of

peaple before Him on whom He breathed and to whor He gave the

_ pover of' opening and closing heaven. Certainly, e was conveying
; this power on the basis of His omniscience, for Ie could indeed
1ook into men's souls. But this pover was not to remein with only

this smell group and then become non-existent. These men could

R g~ By

be measured eceording to certain criteria:

l.The use of the Word which He had taught them =

2.The administration and use of the Sacrements according
to liig institution

SeThe commend to them to make unto disciples all natisns

4.l'is promise that the preaching of IHis ¥Word would have

its blessed results in men and that Iie wo.1d be with

them, His c¢hildren, et ell times,

S5.lis assurance trat the gates of hell would nst be able

to orevail against liis Yhureh cduring 211 of the earth's

exicstence,

We may then with certainty say there are certain visible

evidences of the presence of the invisible. These are then
' l.The use of the Gospel according to his commendment.

2.The proper administration of the Sacraments.

3.The frults of faith which are outlined in this section.

Paul's whole life end work from that memorable day on the
Damascus road was devoted to the one purpose of preaching Yhrist
and Him erucified and risen., This he constantly urges upon Eis
readers and listeners, Without this ¥iord there can be no feith
and no Church, for the Church is rade up of belijevers, and faith

ciijes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God o (Rom,.10)




The use of at leazt one Sacrement is here mentioned(4,3)s This
Baptisp, without the Word, woulé be simple weter and no Baptism.
Ff@th. ereaeted by Deptisy , wouldé be inpossible without the asuthore
1ty of the tiord, and its power.

4,3: Eg /f’p,fuj “en maolis, sr _,5-:!7'/—/0)“" -

Inl Cor.12,13 Isly Comrunicn is eonnected with thi

By the pow-r of the Word b;vr 5?079;7.( lov IV!:I/-Jd; iv Z"é: ff‘l/féé';‘/"f’
£33 E:»/"”’Vﬂj is maintained, We should note trat the

Apostle does not say "Thus it should be among C-ristians", Wt
"So 1t _is where %he Chureh is": rp‘pua&'j’opﬁj nyf;}/ 5

Peul's concept of the unity of the spirit in the bonéd of peace
@oes not include "the modern perversion of his words, which the
8pirit of unionism, now rampent, shows"(FiK.Com.276). y =P Acg é:»(ﬁ'r;fz
certainly does ot permit a variety of hopes, which thouszh contrary
to one unother, would bring them to the same zoal. FHumen affairs
permit & diversiiy of ways. Their calling, on the other hand,
and their hope was Ir /(PN'T'?‘ « Ubviously then uni_ty eould include
only those that were i'.r)(t“rrl":? » those who were children of this
one Father, those who have "the same feith which united them with
their one Loré by means of the same Word end Sacrament"(PEK,Com276)
"Hlermit lehrt und sagt St. Psulus, wes da ist -die rechte Christ-
liche Kirche und wobel man sie kemnen soll, naemlich dass nicht
mehr ist denn ei:é?.jfgnhe oder Cottesvolk auf Zrden, die da hat
einerlei Clauben, Taufe, einerlei Bekenntnis Gottes des Veters
und Chriszti usw, und bei solchem eintraechtiglich miteinander haelt
und oleidt”,(Quoted from Luther's Kirchenpostille. (5t.178)).

"In dieser russ ein jeder sich finden lsssen und derseiben einver-

leibt sein, wer da will selig werden und zu Gott komnen, und wird

qQusser ihr niemand selig", These are clear words and in one shoit

sentence gather together all the varied expres:jions of the holy
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writers on this subjeect.

Dr. Stoeckhardt (St.180) then declares:”Der chri.tliche Glaube
15ty wenn men sich so ausdruecken will, das vornehmste sociale
Frinzip®. The Church is in deed the creation of God. The members
of the Church, the members of the congregatios omnium credentium

Will now, I'sul says, give evidence of their faith by ‘certain ob-

serveable activity and virtues. Becsuse the believer is a new

creature in Vhrist he will live, act, and think, end desire in a

different manner than he lived, acted, thought, and desired before,
There will be a contrast between the old and the new life. This
Paul now outlines and urges the believers to learn tﬂgg‘ﬁfid to
follow i » Tor the Vhureh is "kein platonischer Stasat, der nur in
der Idee der Uhristen existiert"(St. 182). j

The Church is an actuality among men and that men ore in

it is demonstrated by their life. They are not Vq.?l'lﬂfa 3

who must needs be instructed in the rudi'nents,hittf’laﬂawfa;un:
rd: Irfff;de,:o',wmf. s but they know the truth and spesk it(15)
for they are growing into Iiim in =11 things, which 18 the
liead, even Christ. The former, unholy, Xufi_} %au"', eon
versation, or life, is renewed in the spirit of their

minds and they have put on the new man, which after God is

created in righteousness and true holiness, They listen

to the Word end this listening, Tollowed by e Taith that
is str:.ngthened by such listening is fruitful in: a new
life. Ve should like £o list six of these: gpriteria:

l.0hristian living . 4,256-32.
The d21d man, still present in the individusl, constantly srises,

but, -as Luther puts it, is drowned and dies daily and then comes

!

forth the new man. In one respect the Christian is like the un-

ol

Christian, for he daily eins much. But in the matter of following -

———




God's direction as fruit of faith,he is entirely different.
Such activity on the part of the Christiean is the ¥isible
eévidence that the power of God in the Word is working, that
the Church is there present. '
2.The exercise of Christien love: §5,1-2, W

Ve are siunfu: L5 o8 , God is love. If we are imita-
tors of God, we must then of necessity 7¢PieTilE 2 ‘é“’%i' :
even as Christ also loved us., That is reasonable and to be
expected. 50 also the world expects of those who claim to
be different fr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>