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shipping or the wany idols which people of all times have
Dade for themsolves. 3Socause of this Jehovah will teke
vengeance on His cenerics end sdversaries. Ioreover, this
punishment will not only be temporal, but Ffor the wicked who
depert from God and .11l not return it will be forever &=
He says "will not ai all acquit tie wicked.” In this aon-
neation, these wordes "aot at all aoquit the wicked”™ chow
that the punichment of the wicke# consists in just this that
his eins will never bhe asquitted. Those who dle in sin will
alvays remain under sin.

4dnother passage which agrees with the one irmediately
above and which bringe out the conocept of spiritual death is
Iehe 1, 8: "But with an overrunning flood he will make an
ntter end of the place thereof, and darkness shall pursue
his enemies.™ "Darkneass im in the 01d Testament the condi-
tion or state in which a person is, or lives; it is mot an
agent, which pursues. Isalah speaks of the inhabitants of
darkness (42, 7; 47, 5), entering into darkmess; those who
are ir; darkness (49, 9). The grave is all darkness (Ps. 88,
12), derknmess (Job 10, 21), and the shadow of death. Ience
even jews rendered 'He shall deliver them to hell' (Jon3.
Into thls darkness it is said, God shall pursue them, as
other prophets speak of being driven forth into darkness
(Ise 8, 22; Jor. 23, 12)s Tho vengeance of God on those who
remain His encmies to tho last ends not with the death o:f
the body; but evil spirits, who are darkness and not 1ligkt,
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pursue their sonls and peizZe them."

The punishment vhich God'es wrath demends and whioh is
given to those vho rermein God's enemies to the last is vi-
vidly dcsoribed in Zeph. 3, 8 end in Joel 2. The paseage
from Zephenieh rends: "Therefore wait ye upon me, saith
the Lord, until the dsy thet I rise up to the prey: for
my determination in to gather the nations, that I may aes-
semble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, e-
ven all my fierce oanger: for a2ll the earth shall be de-
voured with the fire of my Jezlousy."” The dreadful destruc-
tion in store for sinful men is spoken of. God's wrath will
be greater then we c:n realize. CGod calls &1l nations; but
8ingce the greatest pert of mankind will not obey the oall,
He will pour upon them Eis indignation.

The eceond referecnce is in the first part of Joel, .
chapter 2, which speaks of the great day of the Lord: "The
dey of his judgment, in which he will bot!;tranifoqt and mag-
nify himself.” It will be & "day of darkness and g:[.oominaaa."
The moise of this dey will be more terrible than the sound
of locusts. "All fecee gother blecknees" (ve 6), which de-
notes the ntrmost coresternation imeginable. Ilien in fear ]._ook
pale, but in despair 1look black. The earth shall quake end

the heavens tremble; cven the hearts that secmed undaunted,

1l. Pusey, op. cit., II, p. 135.




80 firm thet nothing would frighten them, as irmovable as
heaven or earth, shall be sceilzed with sstonishment. The
olirax ip reached in vorme 11l: "For the day of the I.dRD
is grect and very torrible; and who ean sbide 1.t‘.i'":|'2

The judgment of God was upon all sinners, but it is
Very severc on those who once knew God and then rejeated
Him, ‘:ﬂli(ﬂ". fact is brought out in Zmos 3, 2: "You only
have I known of all the femilies of the earth: therefore
I will punich you for 81l your iniquities.” Goghad knowm
Israel intirately. He had mode them Hie chosen race. But
Isreol turned end rejected Cod, enghed gone a-whoring after
ldols, had despised =nd neglected God's will, so God had
promised to punishk them. This punishment would be greater
on them, for Israel had Imown God end then hed rejeoted Eim.

Thus, the liinor Prophets spesk of the resnlt of sin in
& manner similer to thaet which is presented by the rest of
the Bible.

The important points of the last section were: 1. God's
punishment is the result of sin; 2. God's wrath abides for-
ever, not just & temporsl punighment; 3. The- darkness of death
is spiritunal death; 4. God's punishment is dreedful; 5. The
punishment is severe on those who have fallen away from CGod.

Therefore, it ecan definitely be stated that the Minor

Prophets have clearly enswered the seoond guestion of thie

12, Iiatthew Henry, op. oit., I¥, taken fror p. 1208 ff,






IiI. How Salvation Is Acquired

The next and last major point will attempt to show
from the liinor Prophete how solvation is acoorplished. The
New Testament passage Eph. 2, 7 clearly sets forth the faot
that salvation is not a result of man's endeavors and works,
but only given by the grace end mercy of God: "By grace are
Jeé saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast."

The very ssme idea is brought out in Hos. 14, 3 &nd in
Awos 9, 8., 9. These we shall treat briefly.

l. Hos. 14, 3: "Asshur shall not save us; we
will not ride upon horses: mneither will we say any more to
the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in these the
fatherless. findeth mersy." It will not do Israel any good
to trust in their allisnces. Asshur (that is, Assyrias) will
not be able to help Israel. Riding upon_ horses, that is,
trusting in 2 mighty army will not save Iprael. MNor can Is-
rael save itself by the work of its hands. This was a sin
vhich Isr®l was guilty of, & sin which fills the heart of
every person, nsmely, to look upon oneself as a god, to be-
lieve that man has in his own hands the power and ability to
save himself.

That Hosea is stating that man o:nnot of himself spiri-
tually save himself is derived from the foregoing verses.
Hosea is not thinking of temporal aid and help. low, it is
true his words standing alone could have a temporal meaning.




But, 1t 18 necossary for Hosea to spesk in an earthly man-
ner of mundene things when desirous of presenting hea;renly
Or spiritual thoughts ana :l.déaa. because only epoakiﬁ_s as
he did aould he be understood. In verse 1 Hosea tells Is-
rael that she has fallen on acoount of her inigquity. In
verse 2 he aske that the people pray to God that He might
remove their iniquity. Consequently, verse 3 must be ta-
ken in the light of the previous two verses. Accordingly,
Israel was mot sble to save herself from her "fall" brought
on by her iniquity. Hosea is definitely speaking of Israel
8aving herself spiritmally, of attempting to remove her in-
iquity, whioh thing camnot be acaorplished by the work of
her hands. Thisg nasgscge agrees well with the conclusions
stated at the end of the previous seation, where it wss
said that man has dcastroyed’ himself and oconsequently cannot
save himsgelf,

2« 4mos 9, 8. 9: "Behold, the eyes of the Lord
God are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from
off the face of the earth; saving that I will not utterly
destroy the house of J acob, saith the LORD. For, lo, I will
Gommend, and I will sift the house of Israel among all ma-
tions, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the
least grain fell upon the earth." God has promised that de-
struetion will come to Ie:ra-el. that che shall be wiped out
entirely, because she was a sinful kingdom. And, then God
8ays a seemingly contradictory etutomént, that He will not _




utterly wipe out the house of Jacob. The two seem to be
sontradiotory, but not when it is kept in mind. that God
in the first instance was speaking of a temporal Israel amd
In the second instance of & spiritual Israel. Because tem-
porel Isrsel was as wicked as the Ethiopians she deserved
to be destroyed eternally; but God will nevertheless save
8 remnant. "The house of Isrsel shall be sifted as corn is
sifted; they shall be grestly hurried, and sheken, and tossed,
but still in the hsnde of God, in both his hands, as the
Bleve in the hands of him that sifts (ve 9): °'I will sift
the house of Ierael among a1l nations.' Wherewer they are
shaken and seattered, God will have his eye upon them, and
will take the best core to separate between the corn and
ohaff, which wae the thing he designed in sifting them. The
righteoue ones smong them, that are as the solid wvheat,
shall none of them perish.“l

Thus, it is evident from the two passages treated that
the Hinor Prophets sgree with the Biblical teaching that man
oan do nothing towarde seving himself, but that salvation is
entirely the result of the grece of God.

The selvation as presented in the NHew Testament pie-
tures it in one way as justifioation, which is the non-impu-
tation of guilt (II Cor. 5, 19); or the declaration that man

is righteous, forensic righteoueness (Roms 3, 22, 24); or

l. latthew Henry, op. gite, IV, p. 1267.
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the forgiveness of pins (Rom. 4, 7. 8):; or the payment of
a ransom (Rom. 5, 24). The llew Testament is very oléar in
defining salvation or justification. It is hardly to be
expected that the 0ld Testament, or in particular the Hinor
Prophets, present the matter as olearly. Eowever, this is
not the oese, for the YMinor Prophets preaant a very clear
Pioture of palvation and redemption.

l, Nic. 7, 18. 19: "Who is a God like unto
thee, that pardoneth inquity, and passeth by the transgres-
Bion of the remnant of his heritage: he retaineth not hie
anger forever, because he delighteth in mercy. IHe will turn
again, he will have compassion upon us: he will subdue our
iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths
0f the ses." This 1s a most wonderful passage which revesals
that llicah had proclaimed the real meaning of salvation and
Justification, namely, God's pardon, the forgiveness of sin.
It almost seems improbable, but it is true, that llicch speaks
of justification which is slmrilar to the forensic justifi-
cation taught in the Hew Testement. God pardonms iniquity,
he passes by transgressions, he retains mnot his anger for-
ever, all because of‘his Merceye

2, Hos. 13, 14: l“I will redsom them from the pow-
er of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I
will be thy plegues; C grave, I will be thy destruction: Tre-
pentance shall be hid from mine eyes." In the previous ver-

ses God had told Israel that she had destroyed herself; but




God would give her help. Israel had rejected God and de-
eired kings. God's wrath was upon lprael; ond, then, fol-
lows the verse quoted above.

"Though Israel, acaoording to the flesh, be
abandoned to destruction, God has mercy in store
for hie gpiritunl Israel, in whom all the pro-
mises were to have their accomplishments, and
thie among the rest, for to them the apostle ap-
plies it (I Cor. 15, B5), and partiocularly to the
blessed resurreetion of belicvers at the great
day, yet not exeluding their spiritual resurrec-
tion from the doath of sin to a holy, heavenly,
8pirituel, and divine 1life. It is promised that
the captives chzll beo delivered, 'shall be ran-
sonmed from the power of the grave.' Their de-
liversnee shall be by ransom; &nd we know who it
wag thet peid their ransom, and what the ransom
wap, for it was the Son of man that gave his life
a renson for meny (liatt. 20, 28). It was he that .
tiue redeered them. Those who, upon their repcn-
ting and belleving, are, for the sake of Christ's
righteoucness, acguitted from the guilt of sin
and saved from death and hell, vhisch are the wa-
gee of gin, arc those rancored of the Lord that
ghall, in the great day, be brought out of the
grave in triumph, and it shell be as imposeible
for the bande of death to hold them as it was to
hold their lMaster." 2 :

This paesage reveals that the idea of & ransom being paid
for sin was known to the people of Israel at the time of

the liinor Prophets; but the last part of the discussion on
this verse, thet Christ, the Son of man, shell be the one

to pay the ransor, is, of course, speaking from the Lew Tes-
tament viewpoint. This fsot will later have to be proved

from the books of the linor Prophetse.
3. Zeghe 9, 11: "As for thee also, by the blood

2. Matthew Henry, op. cit., p. 1196.




0f thy aovenant I have sent forth thy priesoners out of the
Pit vherein is no water.”
"A ginful state is a2 state of bondage; it is

8 spiritual prison; it is a pit, or a dungeon, in .

which there in no water, no corfort at all to be

had. e are sll by nature prisoners in this pit;

the 'Seripture hee conolunded ue £11 under ein,’

and bound us over to thec justice of God. God is

pleased to desl upon new terms with these prison-

ers, to enter into another covenant with them."™ 3

4. COther passages which make reference to the type
0f salvation promised in the Hinor Prophets sre: Zeph. 3,
13; liie. 7, 7; imos 9, 11-15; Zech. 3,.9; 6, 13; 8, 13; 9,
16; 13, 1.

Thus, from the foregoing passages it is evident thet the
0ld Testament idea of salvetion, or redemption, as revealed
in the liinor :rophets approximates very closely the idea of
the liew Testament, namely, that salvation is the ssme as for-
giveness of sins, justification, freedom from spiritual sla-
very, or being ransomed from the power of death.

However, the next point to consider is, how this salwve-
tion was given. Does God merely cancel the guilt of man
without going through with His threat to punish every sin?
Hardly so, for this would not agree with God's justice (Zeph.
3, 5), nor can He pass over sins lightly (Awos 8, 7; Nsh. 1,3).

The llew Testarment, as mentioned previously, states that

the redemption and justifiocation promounced by God is accom=-

3. Latthew Henry, op. oit., IV, p. 1445.




Plighed through Christ (Rom. 3, 24; II Cor. 5, 19). The
01d Testament, generslly specking, agrees. (Cf. Is. 53, b.
12) But, what shout the iinor Prophets in partioular? Are
there definite passages to show that they bear testimony

to the rest of seripture on thie important mattex? The
question, then, before us is, Do the Ninor Prophets spesk of
Balvation heing acaomplished through some person?

The first passage to be considered is Hosea 1, 11:
"Then shall the ohildren of Judsh and the children of Israel
be gathered together, and appoint themselves one hesd, and
they shall come up out of the land: for great shall be the
day of Jezreel."

"llany exegetes think that this is the return

out of the exile, and that Zerubbabel is this one

hoads This is impossible, beocause at this time

all the members of both kingdoms were not assem-

bled by far. Only a small part was there. Zerub-

Label was not really head &nd king..s..The one

head is the future king, the lessish. This 1is

proven vy 3, 5, where it is expressly mentioned

that this will be at the end of days, whioch is the

time of the liessish." 4

The next two groups of passages from Zech. 6 and 9 are
more definite in showing the relation which exists between
the redemption whioh God has promised snd the person in and
by whom this salvation is acoomplished.

l. Zeche 6, 11, 12: "Then take silver and gold,
and make orovns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the

son of Josedech, the high priest; and speak unto him, saying,

4. L. Fuerbringer, Op. git., p. 656 ff.




Thus spesketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Bochold the man
vhose name is THT BRANCH: and he shall grow up out -of his
Plece, end he shall build the temple of the Lord: Even he
shall build the temple of the LORD:; end he shall bear the
glory, end sholl eit end rule upon his throne:; and he shall
be 2 priest upen his thronme: arnd the counsel of pesce shall
be between them both."

/T D X, THE BRANCH, is definitely a proper newe.
Zecherich hed spoken of him in 3, 8. Is. 11, 1 identifies
THE BRANCH as the rod end offspying of Jesse. Jer. 23, b and
33, 15 speak of THE BRAICE es THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSHESS.
Zecharich spesks of THE BRANCH in such high and glorious
terms. There is no dovbt that THE BRAICH refers to the per-
8son in vhom righteousness and peacé shall come, in vhom there
is salvation. The reference to THE BRANCH as a king snd a
priest will be touched upon later under fha heading, the work

of the lessish. .
However, in regerd tc the coronation of Joshua the High

Priect llatthew Henry has this to say:

"It is observable that there should be two
eminent types of Christ in the 01ld Testament that
were both named Joshue (the same name with Jesus,
and by the LXX,, and in the IHlew Testament, ren-
dered Jesus, Acts 7, 45)---Joshua the chief cap-
tain, & type of Christ the eaptain of our salva-
tion, and Joshue the chief priest, a type of
Christ the high priest of our profession, and
both in their day seviours and leaders in Cana-

ane" §

5. liatthew Hew. Op. oit., 17, Pe 142%7.
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Joshua was undoubtedly a type of Christ, mot only because
of his coronation as priest and king but aleo because of

his name.
2. Zech. 9, 9. 10. 16: "Rejoice greatly, O

daughter of Zion: shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem: bDehold,
thy ¥ing cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salva-
tion; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the
foal of an ass. 4nd I will out off the ohariot from Eph-
Talm, snd the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow
Shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the hea-
then: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and
from the river even to the ends of the earth. And the LORD
their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his
people: for they shall be as the stones of a orown, lifted

Up as an ensign upon his land.™

e "Here 18 an unequivooal prediotion of the
Loxrd Jesns Christ. It is so declared, as we have
seen, by the Hew Testement. It is confirmed by a
very peculisr procceding on the part of the Loxd,
===Hig triumphal entry into Jerusalem,---which
wes eimply exhibiting in symbol what is here ex-
pressed in words. It contains striking paral-
iels with other pesseges unquestionable liessien-
ic; such as the boundaries of the kingdom com-
pered with Psalm 1lxxii, 8, and the destruction of
foes compared with liicah 5, 9. But the strongest
evidence is found in the contents of the propheoy
itself. It presents a person in whom the great-
ost grandeur, magnificence, power, and influence
are associated, without confusion or contradioc-
tion, with the greatest humility, gentleness, po-
verty, suffering, and weakness. No Judge, king,
or ruler of any sort in gll Jewish history ever
united in his character or experience these two
extremes. Ilone was so lowly, none so exalted. -
Hone without arms spoke pease even to his own peo-
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To lig embive o e el e

one being in all human history that he had not

where to lay his head and rode upon an ass, and

g:.gcguired a limitless dominion over land and

It is true, T.W. cham_bere in the Lange-Schaff Commentary
can speak such marvelous and definite words concerning Christ
because of the Néw Testament which refers to this passage
(Matt. 21, 2; Mark 11, 2; Luke 19, 30; John 12).

However, even from the 01ld Testement viewpoint the pas-
Sages from Zechariah definitely prove that the salva:bion 'pro-
mised by God will be accomplished in and through some gregt
person. The King spoken of in verse 9 could not have been
an earthly king; for after the exile (at which time this pass-
6ge was written) Judah and Israel never had a king of their
own. 1In verse 16 it says that "in that day," referring to
verse 9 when the King shgll come riding upon an ass, then
"God shall save them,"” His people. God shall save them through
the King, whom He has promised to send in verse 9. The King,
Of course, is not named; but, he is described so definitely,
that his neme is obvious. It is He who in verse 10 speaks
Peace unto the heathen, and in verse 11l has freed Israel
from spiritual bondage. The 0ld Testament believers did |
not spesk of him as Christ (however, they did know that
Joshua was a type of this person in respect to office and

Name); but from the study of the 01d Testament this is evi-

6. Talbot W. Chambers, op. cit., p. 71.




