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ocension to study the confessions, the symbolical booka, 

though he hed no occasion to hear Lytheren presching.) the 

@Gaily family devotions, prayers, Seri-ture resding, end 

song? nurtured his pnersonel spirituelity. He greducliy 

sav the evil and lesrne* to hate the Union as the work 

of the devil. His thenlogical position was further 

delineated when he came to the conviction on the basia 

of 2 Thess. 2 thet the pope wes the Anti-Christ and when 

he eryetellizeé » hetred for the emotional qtiiiaree 

| Soon he develonred a strone desire to enter the 

ministry end serve the Lutheren Church, which Church he 

now Pelt to be the true visible Church on earth. ‘While 

visiting Dr. Pha lipyt in Dorpat he met Prof. W. Engelhardt 

who Purther promoted this desire. He was suffiectentily 

emboldened to write an article for Dr. Busch's Church 

Paper on Luke 16, the first litersry ehilé after his 

aaaverd ine While visiting en evengelicel pastor in 

Rigs he wee given s cony of Wyneken's anvesl for men 

to wort sneng the German immigyrsnts in Americe. He 

heerd the message and felt as though he heard God saying 

to hin, ‘You must fo goeoset® He hea no snecial 

feeling of kindliness toward America as such. As he 

recells, he considered the Declaration of Indenendence 

  

1. Ibid., op. 1238. 151. 
2. Ibid., p. 140. 
5. Thid., p. 142.  
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a weed grom of Rationalistic seed and conceived of An 

ericen Gemocrscy 23 a Wild political wiasebiaces: He 

wrote no one of his exnerlencing the cell end yet he 

received a letter fron several vastors on the Isle of 

Oesel asking him to enswer Wyneken's call end cwomising 

fineneial support for the venture. And upon Wymneken's 

visit, 1941-1845, he received a call from the Dresden 

Society. He carried s gift of tuo hundred rubels from 

the brethren of Rirca to the Dresden Society and they 

later allocsted 2t for his om trip across. Sihler then 

revisited many friends,as Wirsing snd Dr. Sartorius. 

He calle? on Pastor Léhe of Neuenéettelssu whom Wyneten 

head won for the sunvert of the North Ameriecsn Massion. 

He found him to be an energetic, levine men who Groned 

his fsrmers to sleen eech Simdey morning. Léhe had 2 

plan of sending men end mney for the expansion of the 

Worl: in Americn. iLdhe's sunnort in following veaeal Vas 

to meen much to Sihler ond Americen Lutheranism. At 

lest with e corny of Chemnitz's Examen ond Loot ona 

eredentisis from Dr. Rutelbach, Sihler set gil literally 

an the Sailboet Geroline from Bremen, Sentember 17, 1843, 

never again te return to the land of his youth. 
  

1. ibid., p. 145.  



Chapter II 

The New World 

The good ship Caroline arrived in New York November 1, 

1845, bringing te Americe a thoroughly convinced ecnservative 

Lutheresn missionary, Doctor of Philosonhy of Berlin, ea 

Laéhe mon, determined here t~ serve the cause of orthodox 

Lutheranism ageinsat all teniencies tovsrd unionism or 

deviation of doctrine. Sihler never swerved from thia 

deterninstion. He tvaveled from New York through 

Philedelvhia, Baltimore, and Zanesville to Celumbus, Chio 

which was s center of the Ohio Synod, the location of 

4ts Seminary. Trourh the instrumentality of Prof. 

Lehman he wes soon enrored in esring for the congrepgstion 

in Pomerny, Ohio, where he presehed his inaugural sermon 

Jenusry 1, 16044. It wes here thet he first beesme an 

officinl member of the Ohio Synod. He found thet the 

menbers of his congrepetion were of mixed church backe- 

ground, some were of Lutheran abstraction and seme of 

Reformed, end he determined from the very berinnine to 

instruct in the true Luthersn doctrines and then force 

the Issue of en sbsolute Lutheron confession py ell 

members. He read Luther's polemical writings. He 

  

1. Lebensleuf, II, p. 21.  
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carried the issue snd was goon satisfied that this vhase 

of his work in the congregrtion was completed. He 

directed his attention to condltions in the other churches 

of the Ohio Synod. 

At the beginning of the 18th century there had been 

a large emigretion of Luthersns from the Palatinste 

beeause of the oonression of the Prench and the snirit 

of the Jesuits. These emigrants nassed through Holland, . 

England, and through ineznressible hardshins throuch 

Nev York and hei eventually settled in Pennsylvania. 

From there they spree out over the neighboring states 

west snd south snd when the whole territory north of 

the O>Lo0 was desipmeted as the Northvest territory in 

1787, the sons snd Gsughters of the Pennsylvanis Germans 

stresmed inte the Ohio waiter Though at times there 

were bloody fights with the Indisns, on the whole the 

work of these ploneers wes one of peaceful construction. 

In the year 1802 Ohio was made a steste. Phe counties 

of Pairfield, Pickaway, Montcomery, Columbia, Stark, 

gefferson, ana& severnl others were for the most vert 

settled by Germans. The settlers suffered frost, 

hunger, sickness. Sut the settiers suffered also 

spirituel need, for many of the settlements had no 

pastors. At first they hed thought of the bleeck esrth 

and fresh weter with little consideration for things 

syniritual. With no pastors: there were no services. 

  

1. PP. A. Peter and W. Schmidt, Geschichte der 
Allgemeinen Ohio Synode, pp. 1. 2.  
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Most of the fomilies had Bibles, hymbooke, and mony of 

then siso Arndt's Wahres Christenthum and the Sterke-Buch. 

During this period of the early yeers two 2lternstives 

wers followed. Some rave up ell interest in thines of 

the Church. Others vere intrigued by the innovstions of 

the enthusiastic tethedistse, the penitence bench snd 

Camp meetings end soon joined other comamions. Some, 

hovever, Loniked to theiz former sreschers in Pennsylvania 

for aid and in the year 1804 the Lancaster Conferences of 

the Syno@ set forth a plen for sending out traveling 

presehers. In the yesr following the Pennsylvania 

Winisteriun sant out 2 retition to its congreretions for 

Ssuprert of the training end senéing of missioneries. 

The yesr Polilowing Ceorse Forster was sent inte Chic 

ss the Pirst traveling preacher ith headauerters in 

Pairfiela aawiesce Forster was followed by Joh. Stauch 

whe worked st Golumbus. By 1812 there vere twelve, 

most of them sent by the Pennsylvsnis Ministerium end 

still ettoechead to 1%. Mest of them served eight te ten 

conpregetions. Ther Lacked thenlogicel bonts with 

little but there Bibles in their saddle bags end the 

iutheren catechism in their hesds. The moet noted of 

these esrly oreschers ‘se Father fienkel, who nrerched 

aicso at Lancester, Ohio, where Sihler leter worked. 

others, as Father Leist, cembined a homespun medical 

Career with their ministry. 

  

i. Ibic., De 4.  
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The oldest Lutheran body vest of the Allegheny 

Kowmteins wee the "“Allceneine Synode von Ohio und enéern 

Steaten.® From 1812 toe 1317 the Lutheren nastors in Ohio 

held free conferences snd finelly on Sentember 14, 1818 

the Synod was founded with seventeen membera at Somerset, 

ones The proun of ministers were not yell treined 

therloriens nor well indoctrinated Lutherens. They had 

Little feeling for the disticnctive Goetrines of Luther- 

anism, were not overly concerned with exnendinge the church 

into the for west, and Limited themeelves to the service 

o? the Germen immigrentse. Father Leist nresched only in 

Gernen, for exemole, and in the congreestionel ennatitutions 

which he wrote may be found sentences as, “As long es the 

moon shines end the vater flows, nothing but Germen mey 

be preached 4n this church. s 

The synod early introduced: orsctices which vere not 

in persilel to the practice of the Lutheren Churches of 

eee Most of these were dictstea by expetiency. 

one nueh preetice wes that of the deuble licensing before 

& candidete could edminister the sacrament. First the 

micstonery wen to receive the socalleé estecheties! 

license which would enshle him te soresch with the 

enfdorsenent of the synod. Then after he hef croven 

  

i. Edmund J. Yiolf, Die Luthersner in Amerika, 
ppe 541 Pf. 

& Peter end Schmidt, ov. cit., pe &. 
3. J. lL. Neve, Kurgrefaszte Geschichte der 

Lutherischen Kirche Ameritas, p. =  



himself worthy and had had a sermon approved, he was 

finally licensed for ordination as a minister. This was 

done, of course, to protect the work of the Synod from 

the "“Vagebond Preachers" who preyed on the settlers by 

serving as pre chers until they hed accumuleted a few 

funds with which to buy tena 

The Seminory hsd been established st Columbus in 

1850 and the Synod had grom with the addition of several 

more ministers, but on the whole the picture of the synod 

ao just sketched was substantially the vay Sihler found 

it unon his arrivel anc during his early years in Ohio. 

As wan to be exvected when the influx of LShe men with 

their very circumseribed views of doctrine snd practice 

wes sufficiently influential, considersble strife over 

the innovations into the Lutheran pattern by the Ohio 

Synod resulted. | Sihler, the acknowledged leader of the 

"910 Lutherans" from Germany, lest little time in attack 

ing the loose prectices of his fellow churchmen. He held 

the double licensing practice to be 2 noor and wmorthodc 

practice, since the single ordinetion dependent unon the 

divinity of the call was theologicslly the preferred 

practice. He had no arpreciation of the frontler con- 

ditions which had msde the unusual practice followed the 

advisable one. He onnosed the narty which favored the 

introduction of English instruction in the Seminary an 

1. Ghr. Hochstetter, Geschichte der Allgemeine 
Even. Luth. Missouri Synode, p. Tio. 
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the prounds thet orthodox theological literature in the 

English lengusge wes unobtaineble, thouch sn earlier start 

in the English work might have yvrevented the large snd 

continued defection of the Anrlicized Germans to the 

frontier iethodist and other churches. His criticlan wa 

not well taken althourh in many instsences it wes anplicable 

from the viewnoint of orthodoz Lutheraniem. On one 

ocession when Sihler had scored the unionistic 7tractice 

of joint Lutheran ond Reformed Services, Pastor Lehman 

responded: “You wish to urge on us principles which | - ae 

come from the old country. We cannot use then here. ok 

The Synod decided to ealter errors in the new catechian 

regerding a free presentation of the Sacrament of the 

Alter, however, it wes decided to use the General Synod's 

Hymmbook. Since 1842 the Ohio Synod enrloved an erenda 

with the words of institution of the Secrament of the 

Altar which duvliicated thet in the egende of the Prussim 

Union of 1817: “Christ says: This is my body." Sihler, 

Ernst, Selle, Richnenn, A. oe pFoteste@ in writing 

to the Lsncaster, Chio, assembly. The conflict finally 

eame te a decision at the Synodical meeting in Zenesville 

in 1844. Almost every issue raised was eontroverted. The 

first question, “Which Synods are Luthersn?" was out on 

the order of the day. The matter of using the wnionistic 

  

1. iIbid., p. 124. 
2. Tbid., DDe 127-129,  
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4Snendeformel* wes made mandatory. Then a whole series 

of Gecisive questions followed for discussion. The first 

concerned the Synod's etend on the symbolical books. The 

secon dealt with an opinion on the Ohic Synod's G-ctrine 

of Gommumion. The third issue wes sbout a reform of the 

Exeaminetion method. A fourth was a resolution that : 

mixed Reformed and Lutheran cengregstions should not be 

served by the Lutheran pastors of the Synod. The nosition 

on the syebolicel books wes tabled for s total of three 

years. The group of nev srrivels from Germany leed by 

Sihlery withdrew from the Syned. At the next session in 

1845 the Symod tock a stend for the Gonfessions sand 

made on oath upon ordination a requisite for the office. 

When the General Synod in the Lutheran Observer attacked 

them for this step, Sihler took pen end defended ees 

Zt took several years before any senblance of fraternal 

reletions between the Ohio group end the groun later 

orgenized by the conservative lesders sctuslly develoned 

or took concrete form. 

A parallel Gevelomment was teking place in different 

erens of the country. Wyneken, the men who had been 

instruumtal in bringing Sihler to America, Yas also. a 

men of orthodox confessionsl princinles. In Germmeny he 

hed read in Mascion papers of the great need for the 

ehurch of the Germsn Lutherans in Amerlce. He hai come 

  

i. Sbid., pp. 129-1351. 
2. “Der Lutheran Observer und die Ohio Synode,* 

Lutheraner, vol. 5, no. 2.  


