Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis
Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship

5-1-1947

The Concept of Reward in the New Testament

Wilbur May
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_mayw@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the Biblical Studies Commons

Recommended Citation
May, Wilbur, "The Concept of Reward in the New Testament" (1947). Bachelor of Divinity. 193.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/193

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.















«20=
dependent on suffering. One of these, Expositor's 30 says:
"Those who share Christ's sufferings now, will share His
glory hereafter; and in order to share His glory hereafter,
it is necessary to begin by sharing His sufferings here.
The inheritance attached to Divine sonship is attained
only on the condition expressed in the clause ¢ l"n e p
cuvmdrXoper frd Kol BrySifac 0T ues
The entire meaning and consequently the difficulty
hinges on the meaning of the one word ff im € . Blass=-
1

Debrunner 3 ¢lain that this é)" T¢pP 1s used concessively
with a meaning something like "wenn noch so sehr" which
is the meaning which it frequently has in Homer. Arndt >2
and Vincent 33 on the other hand prefer to classify it
as "oconditional”, The interpretation by Blass-Debrunner
is in keeping with the general context (v, 18). However,
it presents difficulties when taken together with the
/
‘vd olause which immediately follows, therefore, the
other interpretation(conditional) is closer to the correct
one., Zahn b focuses his attention on the overall meaning
of the passage and tries to avoid the grammatical difficulty.
EZach of the 1ntarpr6tations mentioned above. Seems to have

' @ Expositor's Greek Testam Vol. p. 648
Romans interpreted hy the Rev amea nney, .D. 5

31, Albert Debrunner, op. orb. # 454,2.

32, Dr, William Arndt, g_ﬁs_s 88 notes on 'R published
1945 by Concordia Seminary meo GOe Do er may be
translatedj 'If indeed, as I have no doubt we do,' Tha
%;m «glause says that we suffer with Christ *in order to

glorified w!.th him,*' namely in the world to come,™

23. Vinoent ﬁ Vol. 3, Pe 92 "If so be that

ITep ). he eontl tional part!.cle with the 1ndicat1n

mood assumes the faot, Ir so be, as is really the ocase,"
3l,, Theodor Zehn, op. git. Vol. VI ». 398.
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its own peculiar shortcoming, The best interpretation is
that which interprets this clause as a purpose clause
which would give a meaning something like, "Our suffering
preparas us for the joy which we shall receive in heaven.”
This is the interpretation which is expleined in grest

detall by Hodge. 35 He says,

if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be

algo gloriTied GLogether. Those sﬁm.'ih—uﬁrm

who sufier as he gid, and for his sake. 'hey are

thus partaekers of the sufferings of Christ., Ve

suffer as Christ suffered: not only when we ars
subject to the contradiction of sinners, but in

the ordinary sorrows of life in which he, the man
oi‘tgont:o;m % 's{o largely shgredih?fe are sai% tolsuifgrd
w Chris wa n order at we may be glorifie
together, 'lrt'tat 15,'15?15 design of God in the affliction
of his people, 1s not to satisfy the demands of juse
tice, but to prepare them to participate in his
glory. To creatures in a state of sin, suffering is
the necessary condition of exaltation., It is the
rofining proocess through which they must pass,

1l Pet. 1, 6%7. The union of believers with Christ,

in sufforinz as well as in glory, is what he and

his api@stles taught them to expect, 'If any men will
come after me, loct him deny himself, and take up

hie cross and follow me,' iatt, 16,5!4.; 'If we be dead
with him, we shall also live with him, If we suffer,
we shell also reign with him, * 2 Tim, 2, 11%12, The
blessedness of the future state is always represented
as exalteds it is a glory, something that will elevate
us in the rank of beinssj enlareging, purifying, and
ennobling all our faculties., T'o this state we are to
ettein *through much tribulation', 1.e, attain it

as Christ did., And this is what the apostle here in-
tends to say, and not that the participation of
chris'b;a glory 1s a reward for our having suffered

Stoeckhardt agrees with this latter interpretation. He
gives the following guotation from Calovs "Pessiones

non conditio. sunt meritoria, sed ordo, quem Deus in

35. Charles Hodge,"Commentery on the Epistle to the
Romans, pe 278.




hominibus ad aeternam heereditatem admittendis cone-
stitult et ohservat. Causa enim unica constituta erat

c rd
vioBeor I vel adoptio." 36

Luke 6, 22-23 37 stresses the certainty of the re=-

ward which those who suffer "for the Son of man's sake"
will receive./v, ro;’a"‘wrl V (v.22) is an ingressive
aorist meaning "es soon as they begin to hate you", This
implies that immediately when the first traces of men's
hate for them become evident, they are blessed and should
rejoice, ™"In that day", they are to rejolcs, at the very
time when others are beginning to hate them for the Son
of man's sake., The word for "leap for joy"o X'P Ti'w 38
implies a carefree, unrestrained type of joy. Matt. 5,
10«12 2? 15 @ parallel passage relterating the certainty
of this reward for suffering. In this case, Lenskl attaches
particular importance to the yazjﬂ of verse 12, He feels
that this)/d’/" is used here so that the Christians can
consider the example of the prophets who also were

— 36, Dr, G, StBckhardt, "Commentar Uber den Brief Pauli
an die Rtmer psS70

37. "Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when
they shall separate you from thelr compshy, ana shall re-
proach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son
of man's sake, Rejoice ye in that day, end leap for Joy:
for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the
like manner did their fsthers unto the prophets.”

38, Bauer, op.clt., tekes this to mean "to leap as
sheep with 303‘“.

39, "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteous=-
ness sake: for their's is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shall seay all manner of evil against you falsely, for my
sake, Rejolce,and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets be#
fore you.™




forced to suffer persecution becesuse of their faith.
This example of the prophets should be an encouragement
to the Christians in thefr suffering, kO

2 Cor, 4, 17 "For our light affliction which is but
Tor a moment, worketh for us a far more exceedinz and
eternal welght of glory."” This passage gives the sufferer
comfort, by showing him thet his effliction when compared
to the rewsrd which he will receive is relatively un-
importent. The expression, "our light affliction which
is but for a moment™ is e poor translation of the Creek,
ol )oalu’rjlka i’-‘)\a ﬁp}y Tas & Mpewsh better translation
would be, "for the present lightness of our affliction, i.
e, our nomentary affliction weighing light, not heavy to
be borne." ¥l Zann glves & more lengthy discussion and

advances reasons from the grammatical construction which

2
favor this ssescond translation. He says: -

J z
Da m#mlich zwischendpa v T/ K4, und €A PP oV
kein X¥a;’ steht, kann Teé Tapdv7ikd4 uicht genom=
men werden als eln dem ¥ X q ¢ pd kooriinierter

0. Lenskl, on. cit. Vol, 1, p. 197 "Here Jesus points
to the most 11lustTious martyrs of the past(23; 34 e'bo.),
so many of whom gave up even their lives for Cod.
ranges the Twelve and his other disciples alonp;side of
these prophets. In one and in only one way may we join
this most illustrious company in heaven: by joyfully
suffering persecution for Christ's seke. Beyon& question
the highest glory in heaven belongs to the martyred pro=-
phetsn, and next to them stand in due order all others
who in their various stations suffered for Christ. Not
in spite of our persecutions are we to rejoice, but
because of our persecutions. The wounds and hurts are
medals of honor. They attest that we belong to Christ
and not to the worlda."

41, Trans. glven by Meyer, op. cit. "Eplstle to Co-
rinthians ", interpreled by W:. J.iam en P, Dickson., ps 503.

L2. Zahn, __n. cit., Vol, VIII p. 212, Der zwei%e Brief
des Paulus en die Korinther ausgelegt bei Philipp Bachmann.
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Begriff, der nur mit Hilfe eines substantivierten
Adverbiums en Stelle eines substantivierten Ad- ,
Jektiviums gebildet wlre. Vielmehr ist mapdv Ti k a
subordinierte adverblele D8herbestimmung zu “To

2

EXa P p o v die bloss momentare Leichtigkeit
der Tritbsal.

The passages in the section above, indlcaté that
Jesus promised special rewards to those who suffer on
account of thelr faith. However, there are also passages
in which He promises a special reward to those who make
sacrifices because of Him, One of these, ("For whosoever
will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall
lose his life, for my sake and the gospel's the same
shell save it." Mark 8,35) stresses empecially the fact
that if a Christian renounces all confidence in the
merits of his own life and turns to Christ, he will
43 The extent of this re-
nunciation is emphasized in Mark 8, 34 ** where the
condition is laid down that those who wish to follow

’ ¢ \
Jesus should deny themselvea&ﬂ-d}ﬂy NodoBL €4dVTRV

receive a special reward.

This expression is found very few times in the New Testa-
ment besides in this passage and its perallels(it. 16,24
and Luke 9,73). In Lk, 12,9, it is used for the denial
of Jesus by man., Besides this it is used eight times in
the New Testament in the story of Peter's dekial of Jesus

L3, Luke 1, 33 expresses a similar thought, "Whosoever he
be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he camnot
be my diseiple."

L4, "And when he had called the people unto him with his
disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his oross,

and follow me,"




which, as the context reveesls was a complete renunciation
strengthened by oaths and curses, Since even in the LXX,
& MmdjpV €1o-6a b5 1g used to indicate a complete casting
eway of something held dear, it is evident that when Mark
used this word here, he wished to emphasize that it must
be a total renunciation of one's self, The Christian should
have such great love towards God that he would be willing
to give up the most precious thing that he has, namely, his
life. He should be willing to do this even when it is con-
nected with oruelty and disgrace as in the case with
death on the oross, '

The passages that have been examined up to this point
'genera.lly give the impression that this reward is based
on merit, However, it is not a reward in the sense that
God owes the Christians a reward because they showed him
a special favor. The New Testament continually emphasizes
the fact that God rewards those who perform good works,
not because he is obligated to do so but because he is
gracious and uses this method of showing us His love, In
other words, this reward is a reward of merit only be-
cause God promised to reward us for doing those partic-
ular good works, However, it is essentially a reward of
grace becasuse Cod is not obligated to make this promise
to the Christians and the Christians do not deserve the
B ta, 31,7 071 T4 Amepn XYy Amdproieer

2d+ - f dV'ﬁ}a&urno/ ’ra yupo’norm'rd dv’er
Td dpyu,ad‘ Nal fl‘d ,VHPD mol= 7a ’f‘d

Xpura( a\" e7rolow~dr a// ,\’6/,065 q'u’l' WV
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reward which He has promised to give them. Some of the
passages show that this 1s a reward of grace by two
different methods, One method is to show that the rewarad
is not based strictly on the emount of works done, but
thaet the reward is far greater than the amount of work
or sacrifice or suffering which the Christian does.
The New Testament has various ways for showing that
the reward is greater than the merit which the works
deserved, Rom. 11,35 46 points out that the reward is
not merely a payment of the debt which God owes to the
Christian., The question asked in v. 35, together with the
first two questions, is to be answered with an emphatic
"no one". This indicates that the reward which God gives
is not a payment but a reward of grace.
2 Cor. 4, 17 shows that the suffering is only ﬂdi’””"”'”d
é)ww‘or TH5 ©X'#ews pus that the reward which
God promises iskKa®” -fvrepﬁo)"}' V e /s ‘fq".p BoXmy c(;w’may
P“’P” Sokms U7
Mett. 19,29 *8

L6, "Or who hath first given to him and it shall be
recompslx!xsed unto himdagain?" e ¢ e e

4L7. "Rev., more and more excee an eternal we
etc. An expression after the form of ﬁaﬁew superlatives,
in which the emphatic word is twice repeated. Lit.,
exceedin unto excess. The use of such cumulative
expressions 1s common with Paul. See, for example Philip.
1,23, 11t., much more better; Rom. 7,37, abundantly the
conquerors; Epg. 3,20, exceeding abundantly etc. N;ote
how the words are offset: for a'moment, eternal; light,
weiﬁgté affliction, _gl.ml."' ;

4,8, "And everyone that hath forseken houses, or brethren,
or sisters or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or
lands, for my name's sake shall receive’an hundredfoid,
and shall inherit evarlasﬁng 1ife."”

to express the same thought uses
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the word o AX a_Tt Xa 0'!’0 a4, Thig &lves no explanation
as to the type of the reward which they will receive, 1t
merely indicates that it will be much more by far than that
which they sacrificed for the sake of their love %o Christ.

Luke 6, 22-23 7 indicates that the reward will be
so great that the Christians ought to rejoice even while
suffering afflictions.

The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans 50
despairs of even trying to meke a comparison between the
Christian's suffering and the reward which God has
promised to him. In this passage he is no longer empha-
sizing the eertainty of salvation nor is he trying to
indicate that they will receive a reward for all the
sufferings that they have to endure, He has finished
all of this in the earlier sections of the book. In this
verse he merely wishes to point out that regardless of
the sufferings which might come upon us or the evil
with which we are faced, the ultimate glory will tran-
scend this by so much that no comparison is possible.

The second method which the New Testament employs
to show that the reward which God promises is a reward
of grace and not a reward of merit in the strioct sense of
~—49. "Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when
they shall separate you from their company, and shall
reproach you and cest out your neme as evil, for the
Son of man's sake., Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for
Joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for
in the 1ike mamner did their fathers unto the prophets,”

50, Romens 8,18 "For I reckon that the sufferings of

this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us."




-28=

something earned is to show that all good works which the
Christian may do are the result of faith and love towards
God which Cod created in the heart of the Christian and
therefore the Christian can not demand the reward on basis
of these works, A huge number of New Testament passages
bring out this point. L Howemer, the whole matter is
summed up very well by Pleper. 52 He says:

Freilich er, der Christ, tut die Werke. Aber er tut

sie nicht aus seiner natfirlichen Art, Gott ist es,

der mit seiner gbittlichen Gnade und Kraeft die erke

in ihm und durch ihn wirkt. Was aus seiner eigenen
natiirlichen Art 8temmt, ist nur Hinderung und Bep-
Tleckung der Werke, Wenn Gott dennoch die Werke be-
lohnt, so kr®nt er damit sein eigenes Werk im Christen,
Wie kéme also ein Christ, als Christ, dazu, auf Grund
seiner guten Werke Gott sich tributpflichtig machen

zu wollen}

51. Several other passages which have not been men-
tioned before and which express this truth are:
John 15:5 "He that abideth in me and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit; for without Me ye can do
nothing."
Heb, 11,6 " Without faith it is iiipossible to please
Him.“
Eph. 2:10 "We are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus uhto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them,"
1 Cor. 6,19 "What? know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have
of God, and ye are not your own®"
Phillipians 2, 13 "For it 1s God which worketh in you
both to will and do of his good pleasure,"
2 Cor. 3,5 "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to
think anything as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is
of God." -

52. D.Franz Pgéper "ChristlicheDogmatik" Vol. III,

p. 66.
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Chapter III
Type of Reward

The Ilew Testament spoaks of various kinds of re-
wards which God promises to the Christian, However, it
1s possible to divdde these into two general types. One
type is the reward which the Christian will receive here
on eerth, The other type is the reward which he will re-
coive in heaven, There is a great deal of similarity be-
tween the two, but in order to facilitate enumeration of
the various aspects of this reward it seems best to die
vide them in this method.

Eph, 6, 7-8 >3 merely assures the Christian ser-
vants that regardless of the amount of work which he
may do, he can be certain that the Lord will fully repay
him, even though he does not receive the proper remunera=-
tion from his employer. Ko ) NV :’a- €TAl Sh presents the

53e."With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and
not to men: Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man
doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he
be bond or free," 7

54 "In the N.T, the verb Ko s /fei1s used once in
the simple sense of ca of ‘bringing to one(Luke 7,

37), of the woman's JXxa KFacT)p¢” ); oftener in the
sense of obtaining (1 Pet. 1, 9; 2 Pet., 2,13; Heb. 10, 363

11, 39) or in that of reoe;v%g _l;g_ggs-reooveri one's

(Matt. 25,273 2 Core 5 Co 25). The word Ea .5
%ﬁs last.senﬁe ;lso :I.n.class cal areak (;.s. ’r-\:‘?r A Sex Omy
Eurip, Iphe Te., 13625 Thuc., 1, 113 etc.). So here the
jdea is that of‘ receiving ck. The "good thing" done is

represented as being itself given back to the doer; the
certainty, equity and adequacy of the reward being thus
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thought that everything given will be paid back,

Eph, 6, 2=3 35 promises a long life here on this

earth to those who honor their father and mother, This

%—’ﬂ\l TS )/"Ts in the 0.T. always refers to the land

of Canaan, Ieyer thinks that 1t must retain its histori-
cal sense here, However, this doesn't seem to be the case,
because it would be unlikely that he would promise them
the land of Canasan, Probably the best translation would

be something like "on the land™ which would retain some

of the historical sense of the term, At any ratk, the
point of this rassage is that God is promising a long

life as a reward to him who honors father and moihher,

The passages sbove promise various forms of material
blessings to those who perform good works., However, the
majority of the passeges in the New Testement spesk of
the more intangible type of blessings such as a more plea-
sant or a richer life or in some cases only a certain
personal satisfaction received from the knowledge of having

done a service to one's fellow-man,

signified (of. especielly 2 COrs 5,10). Whether the Middle
is to be taken as the appr ative Middle, expressing as
it were the receiving faoE of a *eﬁos;t (Eil.) 18 doubtful
in view-of the fact that in every N.T. occurrence but one

e ) Lo et ans s oS et B30
Testame o P esians e eDe
¥.Salmond, DeD. o whiot y T

"Honour thy father and thy mother; which is the first
oumgg;ﬁmenm'with promisej that it may be well with thee,
and thou meyest live long on the earth,”



