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CHAPIER I
A BASIS FOR DIAGNOSTIC SUUDY OF PHEACHING

Jiagnoatic study of prenching based on a variety of norns has often
been ettenmnted. In the final analysis the noras aluays reflect the
apinion of the parson nmaking the study as to what conatitutes effective
nreaching. But Intheran preaching has inherited its own inner method.

The mathod of Luthersn preasching must be the methed of the Word itself.
The neras wvhich actuslly give to the Vord its stracture dare not ce
disturbed by homiletlcal gadgets, devices, or emphnses glesminz with

the now varnish of the psychelegienl laborztory. "Wiaw and 8—03}301"1 is
not junt a doctrine to bo loarnsd, bus constitutes the VWord's own fomm

as it functions on people. If we are to sedrch out couges for low vi-
telity in any program of nreaching, a oriticzl study must begin by test-
ing the nreaching for 2 single functiom: does it comvmnicato tho Word of
God to peonle? Or hes some other concern of the nreacher served to ob-
soure the content of the Yord as he conceives of the sernont For exmnvle,
fs it possible that the very dogma which has helped to preserve the method
of Law ant Gospol has engendered a dogaatisnm in preachers which has nade
their concern ona of articnlating "doctrines," the axposition of loel
strangulated from the unity of the Word? Hms a revolt against dogmatic

restrictions, guiet rebellion agninst theory with a resulting Strend toward

¥ormile of Goncord, Rhoroush Declaration, Article Y.
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non-theologicsl practicality, led the wasuspecting rebels away from the
Word py thoy falled to distinguish between dogma about the Word snd the
vroolanation which 48 the Word? Has e passlon for being interssting led
to precccumntion with extornals so thad men forgot to say the Wordl! Has
&n eament attonpt Y0 make the measage personal finally neglested saying
tha mosaagse’?

o conduct such & quest we have tried to answer two basic questions,
the firat of which veeks bto determine the content of the Word. What are
the elements which the apostles understood to be the content of the
mossafge they had to proclnim to the world,; and in what relation %o one
another do these clements constitute the Word ss & proclomation? Once
it becsme clsar that all the writerg of the New Testoment proslaimed 2
unified mescoage concerning the act of God in Jesus Ohrlst, the second
cueation ecould legitimmtely be posed. Does'ﬂm vreaching of the
Hissourl Symods @) nroclaim the elements of the Mew Testoment message?
b) state the elements with a relevance for the people listeninz? To
snswer these cuestlons the Joncoxdia Pulplf was selected as tho most
representative vnrinted semple of Xiecsourd Synod preaching. The preaching
of the Malpit is not ideal. It nrobably revresents & more careful state-
ment of their messege than the actusl pardish preaching of its contrilmtors,
since contribuilons resuls from the nmaturally careful effort of mea who
are aware that they write for the scrutiny of vrofessionsl preachers.
Furthermore contritutors to the Puluiy should represent a higher propore
tion than normal of good preachers since they ars selected by editors
and raguested to contribute.

Five volumes of the Pulnit were analysel. An atbamnt vas made to

achiove & falr sawpling with concentration on rocent serwons. o=
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mmdred-siz sermons from the ChurcheCalondar portions of the following
vere eaplyzeds the firast volume {1930), the latest volume eveilsble at
the time of study {1951), and Volume ¥ (1938); together with ths firss
germon of esch contributor in Volume XVI (1945), ond every 7ifth Sundey

sermon in Volume XXX (1950). The types of texts rovresented wares &wo

volunes on the Standawi Gospels; norsions of one velume on thas Otandard
Iniatlesy ons volums on the Vurtmm'berg}?n!.stlaa; vortions of a voluma

on Trae texts.




CHAPEER IX
THX UNITY AND DIRECTION OF THE PROACHING
MHD HEGSAGE OF TN HEW TESTAET
A leaspge Biregted to People

The proaching of the Hew Testament is directed to veosple. In avary
germon or condensetion of nresching in the lNew Teatament the nrencher

sees his task as more than repeating a hody of materinl in the prosence

o~

of Inaidental listeners. There is much use of tho pronoun "you," and

the message of vnreaching sweeps tha hearer with 1t. "fod hath made $hat
samo Jesus, whom ye have erucified, both Tord end Christ®l and "Unto

you firat God, having ralsed un his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in
turning every one of you from his iniguities"? are typiecsl of the lew
Teatonent's treatment of the hearer as the roceiving object of the pet
of God in (hrist. The message of the New Testament proclaims that Christ
did someghing which bears direct ralevanca to the llves of the lisienerss
Therefors eny oreaching which clains to be a preaching of the Word of
the How Testement mmst oim at more than rehearsing exegetical fine-
wointa, more then stimlating imsgination by meking history vivid, more
than convineing neople that propositions are correct. ¥reaching, to be
o nreaching with the direction of the Hew Teatament, must be a commnicae

$ion to humzn belngs.

liats 2:36.

2rots 3126,




" A Unifled liessage of the Redeening Work of Christ

The content of the nreaching of the lew Yestoment i1s implied in the

word ljn/eu%“ L .+ The word denotes the proclamation of an event.j

and focugas alttention, not on the astion of the preacher, but on the

5 ¥4
good tidings '.-nroclﬂlmnd.lﬁ In the New Testanent, the words Kggvgg.:. .
2 ’ 3
£ 20 , and A SLU cof 2 aar 5
U}:{z‘)’i Aoy and A2\ Gzod  include the same contant,

and a2ll of them, for the writers of the lew Testanant, are equivalent to
the 01ld Tastament phrase "the word of Jehovah." According to Kittel'ls
Thoologisehes Mortorbuch des Jeuen Tostements,

In tha 0ld Testauent we may frequently read of the Word of

Ood coming to such and such & prophet. In tho Mew Teate-

nont ses the exvrossion "Word of flod! ia i‘rog novw on limi¢-
ad to the fact that Ged has snoken in Jesus.'

Tha soostelic writers thought of themselves as men devoted %o the sole

Jhrehiveld H. Hunter, The Hessage of the Hew Testament (Philadelphiat
Vostoinster Press, 1944), ne 24,
i

G H. Dodd, The Anostolic Presching and Ila Develomments (London:
Harnar and Brothers, 19507, pp. 7=8.

5Eiuntar, @0e glte, Dpe 25-6; Alen Richardson, A Theological NHord-
book of the Bible (Mew Yorks Mackillan Go., 1951), p. 28%.

Gizuoted in Hugh Thompson Kerr, Pxeaching in the Harly Church
(Hew York: Flaming H. Rovell, €.1942), p. 47.
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tesk of nroclaining & aingle message: that in Christ's 1ife, denth,
and resurrection Cod had denlt effectively with hunen sin, The words
designating this tesk wers virtuslly 1nterche.ngeable.?

Bocense the preaching of the Hew Teatanont 1s esaesnticlly the oroe-
clasatlon of one act of (od In history, the message is a unit. Preache
lng can never mann isolating gegments of the storxy from thedr context,
never outlining a theologzical syutem. The nessags of the entire ew

Testenent in one history of tha whole Christ who has lived and died and
8

rinen spnin to bacaona Lard.

The leymege of the ¥ew Teatanant has auite definitely vab
one single nurpose, that of expreasing that which has taken
niace, that which 8ad hag done in fheist. Now Teastanentg
words are thus gssantially like = mirror; they reflect the
faet of Chrisd ... The words and senf%ences in which the
moasege io fromed are Tormed by mea who are imbued with the
fact of Christ. Thay never spesk in order to commuanicaie
their oun wigdon or any theolopical op philesaphical idens,
YHor do they wrlte with any 2in of beconing well-known
aators of famous books. Thelr sole purnase ls that of

7Iz1torm;~ngeahle expressions: to mnke disciples of all nationsg
to tonch and nreach Jesus ag the Christ; to proclelms; $his Jesus;
the Christ; the Goopel; the Word of God; Jesus and the ressrrection;
the Vord: gmood tidings noncerning the kingdom of CGod} John's etermal
life; Paults Cospels Christ cracified; the Word of falth; Jesus Christ
as Lord; the unsesrchoble riches of Chriaty Christ; Jesus) Jesus Christ;
the Yord of the cross; the falth; peace te you that were far off, and
peace to them that wore nigh) the mystery of the Gospel. 1bid., DD.
1&9.

sn\mtnr, Ofe Bite, Do 25, moting Fr. Eittel, Theologischas
m)i‘&nmmog (1ﬂ’§ Heamen Ragtanents sub AOXIVES00.

e e e
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handing on & message of a fact with vhieh they are

inbuad oo The bearing witnass to this act of God in

history 1z the tegk of Christisnity and of all

Chrintian theology. And the uore sarnestly we take

that into accoun®, the more we shnll find thnt the

words and sentences of the Few Teatoment lenguage

genge $0 oxist for themselves and become, as it ware,

voasalz of $trensnarent ¢rystal which have one aola{

marsose, that of maldng their contents visgible ...
Thwe any preachiag vhich elaims relation %o the apastolic Gosnel mist
concora itaelf, not with selected focets of the story, not with the
story gnd other things, not with morallity or socizl refora or edifying
digeouras or melodious emaresgion, btut with the action of a living God
desling with hunan oin through the life, death, resurrection and exalta-
tion of Jesug Christ.® Other preaching materiel may be true and inte-
resting, even stimulating, bub it is not the message of the liew Tostas
mente

e wrenching of the iew Testanent is the megsage af the entire

L,

How Togtement. Those why dilstinguish between _Q_J_ﬁ#_(__ and Kipuwya

=hould be conscious of the fact that the distinctien concerns the form

of the message nnd the stete of its hesrers, not its essential elements.

L4 5 it
'?E{err, “0pe Cibe, Do L7, muoting Fr. Xittel, ZThoologisches Worterhuch
dag Heuven Tostsuents sub Eerrysgoo.

1651:.1’.'.{‘.@?, Dhe m., P 36.

PHI'I'ZLI&.F—P .\"“ :_,L J;{O'—L V_" :;" ‘)' ] :.[':t J :
CO COW_\I“ lmz.a‘ Al 1 A '":
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Dodd believes that the eplatles ars d Lé LAV u’ rather than
KQIQU¥Q§ , bocauge they deal wish theologlesl and ethical problams

of Christiang vather than with the proclenation of the nesssge to non-
Chrirrtimm.n This may be true, hul the nessage the eplsiles employ to
diseuse and deal with these problens is the wesssge of the K n/'gu;;gé »
The enisiles renresant detailed exmmianﬂ of the Kg'e Ly dad at vointsa
which touch the overydsey lives of Christisna, snd for thig reason are a
wseful resource for racovaring the avcstolic Kh,p!Féd* ¢+ &8 well ag
Tor vreaching neterinl for today'a puloits. Thua, although the eplstles
ars ot in the astrictest aense of the word preaching, thelr content is
(hny of the preschoed mossage of the ascostles, and will be utilized as
such in our work of ssteblishing the fHow Tesisument messaze.

Lg for the Gosnels, they appear to reprasent expangiocns of the

4
Khovy s with the emphasis on the historical elements in the
o SRR i
9 -
FIAT '-;.".l-‘f-"!.l"' It was tlmg that Harlk, the muthor of the nost priaitive of

the four Goarnels, thoushit of his woxks. e opens his book by describing

it, not 28 & 1ife of Ohrist or = collection of memeirs or & list of the

events which were most astonishing in the ministry of Christ, but as a

Gosnel, 2 preeching of the KD'EUF&* t  "The beginning of the Gosnel
APy I | )

of Jasus Cariat.” The avangel (i\u#c Lev/ was the same as the

1inedd, op. eit., poe 8-9
mi{untar, on. glt., n. 31,

Liark 1:1; Dodd, gp. gite, pe 47,
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zOYyena Qg ﬂlﬁ _?cag,l o Jinrk conceived of his book as an expansion of
the nreaching of the aposties. Umminstlon of the outline of the
Goansl of Mnrk reveals its corresvondence with the apostolic lcery,g;aa,lbf
wvith an emphacis on the passion and death of Jesus corresponding to the
embasis on the crope in the sermons of foks snd the epletles. The
ather Gospels, following an outline roughly equivalent to that of Mark,
reprecont gtatements of kerypee wlth expansions of various elements. '
Hetthew ond Iadte exploit the element of fulfillnent, o consistent empha-
sln In the Lerysme, vhile the author of the Fourth Cospel ls concerned
narticalarly with the manifeatation of the glory of (hrlatetd
The preaching of Jesus within the Cosvels wrng likewise keryzmntics

Harle labelas Josus' message "Goepel'i YJesus csne into Galiles premching

the Gosnel of God and aaying, 'The time i fulfilled, and the Kingdem
mlé

Y

of Tod has drawn nenyt vepent and beliave the Gospel.
3% 4c importent for cur vurnoses to note that the Church did nod
ebandon the kerysaa in favor of o different maassage for those wha had
been converted to the falthe With Paul, who was datermined %o Ilmaow
absolutely nothing smong growing Christians oxoept Jeaus Christ Mand
Him crucified," the OCharch used the koryaas dally, Thus in creocds and
litursies we have what is perhaps & most primitive contact with the

nessasn of the apostlas, proached neb only %o the world, bat to the

llkiiuntcr, N 2ite, ve D1
5Lm’r3. e i, DD 5203

Wiioric 1310=5; Dodd, on. gibes Do 2ha

Ty

e i e e i e
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ihe prinitive erygme lived en. As the Gharch produced a
gotiled organlention of its 1ife, tho content of tha
keryomn entered into the Bnle of Palth, which is racognized
Wy the thealoglisns of the second snd third centvoxiaes an the
prasmnasitlon of Christizn theology. Out of the Mule of
Taish in turn the cracds emergei. The gsoe-crlled Anostlest
fraed in nertionlar stdll betrays in fora nnd lan,,r;:wageléts
divect desgent from the primitive ancsislic preaching.

Thmag the prindltive Charsh conaeived of her 1life ms a dally continuing

"anostles' deatrine,” the kerygmatic mesasge of the atonement

AT
in tha

of Josus Shriat.

1?1 ‘:.)l;.fi ey e Tlhe

b { - SRR
Thite, DDe 73-ite



CHAPTER IIX

HG OF Tds WEW TESTAHERD

Ty COHTE OF 916 PREACHI
Mn Overview of the Hessage

The preaching of the New Testament with its negsage of Godls ach
in Christ Wad three nrineiple heada}

1. A claim that Christ as Hessish was the fulfillment
of Uld Yestoment srovhecy (&ots 21163 101433 Rom.l:2;
Gare 1533=5).
2e A higtoricel exposition of Jesus! life, death,
resurrection, and exaltation (811 conceived as cne
roat act of God in Christ).

53¢ 4 summons to the hearers %o revent and accept
the forgivenegs of sinsg in Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38;
3:119; 10:43).1

Uhe nome three elementf,;; may be digeerned in Paullts swmery of his
neasace Lo the neople of Corinths 2 wgnag Ghrist dled for our sins
socording to the Serintures; and that He was buried, and that he ross
again the third dsy sccording to the Scriptures ..." Here the message
of the vrimitive Church {which Paul states that others toc vreach) is
gat forth ag conbaining three headsy

1. Christ's death and resurrection fulfilled certain
0l Testenent prophecies (Heselanic Fulfillment).

2. Ohwizt diad on the cross, was buried, and rose
again from the dead (historical exposition).

Lirenivald ¥. Hunter, The Hasspse oi the New Testenment (Philedelphies
Wostalnstor Preas, 19%4), pe 2be '

~
f_;-ggd. ? PQ %‘
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Je This denth was viearious, for us, cnd was related %o
ony sia; {relevenee to hesrera 1z at the ooint of forglvenssg
of sin)d. !

The gome olenente can ba diascernsd in I Pater:

}i The (\3‘01%‘:331 of Ghriet ls the fulfilluent of prophecy
\ .3 1‘}“"1?.)0

Ze dJasus suffered, died, was rolsed from the dond, and
axnlied Yo Godls right hand according to the divine purpose
and by the pouar of Cod; the J ent is Lmmmnent (212143
113¢ 11213 331213 31223 W53 4317).

3¢ This work, especially Hls death, wag for the redemption
of His people from sin (1:18-20; 2324).

Harktsa Jospel ls on expansion of the historical slements of the
kerygmang

i. The fulfilluwent of provhecy in the coming and work of
Jegus Christ (112 £).

Z2e¢ The life, passion and denth, burial and rasurrection of
Chriet (8:31-15:147).

<

7. Renantanea (Mork is an exposition of the historical
elenonis of the kerygaa, yot hWe reports Jesus' appeal for

repentance and faith as ths relftion of the Gognal to the
hearers to wvhom 1t came (13115).%

The Fourth Gosvel praeseats the fixed ocutline of the hiastorieal
section of the kerygme as we have found 1t in the sermons of Acts,
chanters ten and thirteen. Thua the foorth Gospel too is truly a Gospel,
a reatatesent of the kerygme 1n historieal ternss

1., The ministry of John the Baptisy, the annointing, niniastry,
end miracles of Jesus (fulfillment).

3 ide, Mo 3‘4‘0

brpid., p. 32
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2+ The arrest end trisl, crucifixion, burinl, and
resurrection of Jesus (historical).

3o That men might have 1ifg (Jesus' own explemation of
the reasen for His coming).”

Dikewiase the outlines of the Gospels of Matthow ond Luke, with
varying emyhanses adhere to the shape of the Hessage of the New Testament
Glmrch,

The three major heads contain gubdivicions from which we have
atienptad t0 Tormulate o baole of keryema from which to test the saraons
in our study. Thare are oight elements as we have formulat~ tham which

constitute the message as it was formulated for Christians.

m

e Wlements of the Hesange

i Throughout the fow Testanant vuns the assertion that the atone-
wnt is an act of God. For the writers of thnae Looks and the merliast
nroechars of the Goapel 1t was imnortant that hearers be conatantly kent
nyars that 4t was God who plammed the shedding of the hlood of His Son
for men before the fo@atlon of the world .6 Hover is the New Testanent
. 6'2.1 . Bore froizhted with urgent compulsion than when, in the Gosnels
of John and Mark, Jesus employs it to demeribe His work as Sodfa nurarose
for Him.? Therefors preaching should avoid nieturing &n inner cposition
of the Bodhezd in the work of ths atonements God exacting = price For
sin which fhrdst offeras to pay; God pletured as pure justice and Christ

as pure love. Inotesd descrintion of the atonesent must reisin the Hew

5G4 He Dodd, Zhe Snaatelis Presching snd L%y Bevelownents (Loadem

Harner and Brothars, 1950), pe 69.

faots 20295 Gele 113 £f.3 T Peter 1118-20,

Tiark 8:31; John 3: J4=G.
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1%
Testznentis ansertion that the woric of Ghrist wes a work plotted for

Him by Cod.

2o The percon snd work of Jasus Christ as well as the dreaking-in

of the ge-x.; Cav which accompanied His appeerance all hapvennd in
Mlfillnent of the prophacies of the Jawish Serintures. Tho forerinnepe
ship of dohn the Bantist, the Davidice lineage, ministry, suffering,
danth, resurrection, and exnliation of Christ, the defeat of the powaers
of derimesa, the end of the preasent evil age," the dawm of the new age
of the liesalsh, all these witnesses falfill the Scripturse and designate
Ohrlet oo tha One in Yhom God ig to hring about the Redemption of His
neanla.

Tha falfillment thema is strong in the sermons of ?etnr,s which
agnert thot thn events of Peterts preaching ware events all the provshets
wad desoribad, and that in Christ as the Seed of David, the new Davidie
kinmion of the Hesailsh had been established. The signe and wonders of
Jema' ninistry are valid credentianls of the Hessinh.

Lilewiae for Peml snd the suthor of I Peter, the fact that the
donth, resurrecktion, and glorification of Chrilst heppensd "according
to the Scriptures’ ias o vital element in the mes:mg,e-g Since the work of
Christ hapoens in fMlfillzent of 211 that the provhats have epoken, there
is move to bo axected. God has visited and redacmed His people. This

} ¥ :
maany that the e‘:r-k;. Tov. . the transition point from the Horesent evil

Bhote 2006; 20225 118 31225 312k,

91 for. 16:1 £7.; I Poter 111l 11205 3:18-22,
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age" to the "age to come," Wma arrived. Bolisvera wara already delivared

out of the old age and wers beginning to live in the Hessianic oge.

Chriat 1s Tord of this new age and angels, priancipalities, and POWErs
are subjeet to Hime Buab more, at the consummation of the nev asge, He
will come nghin as Judge and Ssvior. This too would havuen in fulfilliment

9 1 !
of ‘.‘.T\TO'_J".?';‘-C‘:}’O'"C

falfillasnt of prophecicas Mark's Gospel records the minilstry of Jesus
in grder to present Jesust miracles and preaching es fulfiliment. As the
orophets hwd declered these things te be algns of the age to come, Jasus
of Hezaveth fulfills thems Poterlg confesaion, "Thou art the Messiah,®
represenis the swanry o the lmpression the record of desus! miniastry
has beon atiemnting o fix in the re.a:ier.ll Hatthew is omnaecially cone
carned with teacing for the reader the fulfillment of nrovhscy in the
avonts of Jegua® life, nnd the Gospel of John with its witneas to the

Hesoioh throuzh John the Haptist, 1ts designation of Chrlst as the

/\é}'/avg .. of the 01d Paslament, its porireyal of the miracles as
"signs® of the nge $o come, which manifested the glory of God in Christ,
also widerlines the importent function of the theme of "fulfillmens" in
the message of the ilew Testoment.

2. A serious attemnt to being people to recognition of sin, its
nature & rebelliion agninst fod, ite conseguonces in terms of guilt, and

the neceasity for removing this guilt in order to bring sbout fellowship

with God: this is & major emphasis in New Testement preaching and writing.

lcl)odd, on. olf., PDe 13 & L
11113;53,-. W @9-50.
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This ie 2 point at which the relevence for tha hearar of the Hesaaze of
God seting in Christ is mede explicit.l2

Those who have not been brought to repentance sre pictured as
actually offering worshdp to dovils to whom thay belong, impervious to
the stimull of God and His Spirit, inimical to God and to the messagze
of Caristis work on the cross, in a condition of gullt befors God in
which 1% is ilmpoasible to please God or to bring about & state of
guiltiossness by observing the Law of Hoses.l3 The man who does not
know or vefuses to obey the Gospel of Christ is in & condition of dezth,
si'n, snd 15 shandoned by God %o dentruction,i®

The peculiar sitwetlion of the Christian is gquite different. He is
o nen redesnad fron sine Hat the Mew Testanment docan't omit the preach-
ing of ain %o Christians. The condition of the man in Christ is fraught
with tonsions. He is free fron ain, redewemed, ronnomed, yet he is to
look far the complete results of his redemntion in the fature, Tha
victory of Christ over this world and its princes is final and irrevocable.
Judguent hag already baen nronounced. Yet the devil still rules in the
lives of men and evil a$ill) works havoc even in the Church of God. It
15 %o the finnl nonifestation of victory that the Christian ia to look,
to the juigaent at which Christ will completely destroy all the works of
evil, end God will reign alone in the lives of His people. For the presmt,

the Ohristisn is faced with & battle. In Christ he bolonge to God, yeb
ovil still smrrounds him in 2 hogtile world. He has heen brought iato
the new age, yot remnenbs of the old age still oling te him. 411 of the

Lranter, gg. gits, pe 114,
137 Gowe 10120-23 2114 Phil. 3:18;19; Aets 13:38-42.

Migann 3:36; I Thesss 118,9; Kom. 538; Ephe 311-3; Rom. 1:18,19,
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How Teatnnent confronts this conflict realistically. Ohristisns pre
congiantly to be sware of the working of evil unon themselves.

Tha world, ths present age or acoald with ite concerns ean choke
tha Hord oub of the hoart of the Christisn. Becouse the bel'iever is
not of the world, bt of Christ, he czn expact the ssme destractive ro-
sistence the world offerad to Christ. RHla status on earth is that of 2
pllgrin vhile hiz life is hidden with Christ in CGod. But his menbers
ere An the worldd and he is apt to lot himself =lip into the worldls
pattern of living, %0 fesl once mors as though he holds citizanship
in it.la

Bocouse the Christian remains in this present aeon he finds thay e
part of him which belonss %o this age and is, proverly speaking, his no
longer atill attempte to influence his 1life and to return him to the old
aecns It ie variously described as flash by St. Ptml.l? the lusts of the

Lleah by St. Paul, the suthor of Hebraws, 5%. James, and the author of

I Poter, 18 s0d the gld pan or the cutward man by St. Feul.l?

15The figure is used by Matthew, Hark, Peul, Joha, Hobrews, and
I Johne.

16?5&%. 19122; Marl L319; John 15118=9; 161333 17114-5; Rom. 12:1-2;
Gole 331 £ I Peter 21113 I Jom 5il-3.

17Ge1, 5119-21; I Cor. 383=4; Hom. 737-23; Rome 8:15-13; Gal. 5:16-25.

Wioh, 31108 Cole 3:1 ££.; Titus 2:11-15; Hobrows 1231=i
James 1113=9; 431=-53 I Peter 2311-12.

1990m, 636~1ly Hphe 43213 IX Core L:16; Eph. 311418,
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It §s thne that the Now Testamont 1s enabled to desl seriocusly with
sin in the Thristlan without disrezarding the unicuensss of his condltion.

It never sssumes that the boliever in unradeemnd or totolly ainful.zo

nor does 1t olaply presend dontrines of originnl) and actual sin for the
seles of raview, Instead 1t recogmizes the acute probleam of the Christian
hanrer with his duel nature, delineates it, and attemots %o deal with it
Ly means of the mensage of God condemming ein in the flagh of Chriat,.

Tha alement of the nessage which seeks to mako hesrars aware of
2in in theazelves is tormed law by 5t. Paul. He delineates the fimetion
of this element for veople. It is %o be anplied to make men awsre of
tholr condition of sin nnd need, to ronder noople sensitive to the wrath
of God for sin, and in short to render men consclous of their compelling
nead for fod in Christ.”t Time Welther sought to malke this slement
axionatic in Iuthersn prenching. He quotes Iuther who describes the
function of the Imw as that of creeting in men a thirst for the G—ospel.zz

It ie not difficult to find this olement of keryzma, the establlshing

of & conwiction of sinfulness in ths hanrer, throughout the liew Testamenl.

H(l;-inlther wns warning against this preaching when hoe wrotet "Thesis
IVIIZ, In the fourteenth place, the Word of God ia noi rightly divided
when tho umiversal corruption of mankind is described in such & menner
w3 tn eronte the immression thnt even true believers are still under the
snell of yuling sine and are siming parposely.” ©G. F. ¥. Welther, The

p o . n the German
Prover Distinction Botweon Iaw and Cospal, translated from the
by Ye He To Omu (St. Louist Concordia Publighing Houso, 1929), p. 318,

Mign, 2:19-203 be15; 5120,213 737-143 Oale 3:19%20; I Tin. 1i8e1l.

“Byalther, Que Glteo Do 22.
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Jdesua opoize of gin and need to Hie hearers, enlling them evil, unprofite
able seyvants, and i-egtﬂ,arly aninting out in them snecific sing, o0

Zhe sermonsof Acts inveriably include & presching of sin: "lHinm
Je have fakon and by wicked hands crucified and alnin.

e have nlready shown how the epistles describe the sinful condle
tion of Curistiang who find thomselves influenced by the fovces of the
0ld neon even though they ne longer belong to the ald age.

e The Ceath of Chriat on the cross is an elewent of the nesasage
which is alwuays accorded ntmost importence. The sermons of Acts record
1% without excention. The Gospels place heavy emphasis on the narrative
of the paasion and death of Christ, corresponding to the smyhasis glven
the orosa in the Acts sermons, Hark devotes one-fifth of hia narrative
te the pescion history, Tuke about ono_:-;i:-:tm and Matthew about ona-
aeventh.™ For the writer of the Fourth Gospel the pasaien and death

of Christ are critical as the hour of His glorificatlon, and the Judaw

ment of this z—zor}.f..%.‘% The entire Mpistle to the Hebrews speaks of the

2aple 7818-203 Hexk 10119; Iulie 17:7-10. Hunber, gp. gite, »ve
0l=2.

) s 2022433 33 31139 B10-12; 5830-2; T:50-43 10842,43;
17:123; 17:329=313 2L 556

259648, g0 Sifies Pe 57

2630 3139; 128313 17331,
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seorificial denth of Ohrist, and I Peter proclalms the sheddinz of His
pracious ‘olood.z? A%, Pauvl's summary of his Gospel in I Cor. 15 saserts

that Christ died. He veminds the Gelatians that Christ Jesus was pube
e ]

licly olrexwdod bafore then as cmifiad."a

5. That the death of Christ hnd to do with Jumen sin is slso

intezral to the messogo.

Once apaln, on this connection between the death of Christ
and gin, our witnesses ars nnznimous. The New Testament
writers had a cornon convietion that the death of Christ
wos for husan sin.2?

Ths sermens of Lots declare that the forgiveness of sins is preache

- 2 122 0 b %
od in His 11-'7-:;‘1»‘"-3 Yor Paul it was an egssentinl part of what he hed

1

delivered te the Coriathlans.”™ Fhe death of Ohrist wes a sacrificial

4
dasth in which Christ suffered snd died "on behalf of {"W)

uman beings 4n order to bring about reconciliation with God.I¢ Jasus

271 reter 1:19.
28ga1. 3t1.

29‘1{&!1%1‘, Sus ghte, pe 103
3Cats 21385 51315 10853
311 cor. 1581 £1.

32&4951. qs2ly I Cors 5173 Fphe 5124 I Peter 1325 3318 I John 237

P
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oroclalng fis death Yon behed? of" (V3dp) _ mem 9%his 1s my vedy

’

: = ;
whiah is given for (VR ; ynu433 "tha Son of lMan azne %0 «.. 2ive

v s Y
His life a ransom for gﬁnggz many, u3b Yor Paul, Hebrows, and the

Fourth (ospel, Thrist's atonenent is & renresentative mot in which thrist

saffers in ths place of His 139*03315-35 e Justifieation must be an
act of Godla free grace, not & work of man.36 The fruit of Chwlat's
donth Tor wan is life, forgivensess, reconcilintion, nccess to Ood,
eiltizenshin in the new secon, followship with God and Christ.

. The oreclanstion of the resurrection of Chriat is another
indisvensable slement in the message of the How Testoment. Christis
resurraction is an act of God by which He declares Jesus ruler of the
new age through the pover of His s?.ea‘c'a.j? In the resugrection Christ
is plorified; His deity is plainly nanifested. As Lord and God He will
roturn visibly in His glory to Jjudge bﬁa carth anﬂ‘to Wring to consunnge

tion the redemntion of His people.sg For the eposiles the resuwrrection

23T cow. 16323 §8.3 Hazk 122 ££,
Mrtnyie 10345

29h0m. 51103 I1 Core 51183 John 11350-2.
361 Cor, 1318-31; luke 18.

hets 239367 31133 11y 51335 1 Sor. 1331 £f.; Hom. 1018-9
Rome 1‘!3'3 9' .

384 0eg 10342; Romans 148305 XI Cow. 51103 Gospel stories of the
J"ﬂgﬂﬂﬁtc
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wan the oveat which had converted the Sraglc death of Christ inte an
_E_t’.rgﬁyg‘l_t.g_y__ o They couldn't forget it; it was declsive. Its
wotenoy as o nroclammbtion that Christ was Victor over gin made them
think of their preaching nms a meassge concerning "Jesus ond the resurPace
tion. 27 @ nroach the Gospel was, Tor the apostlos, to preach the row
surrection of Jeaus Ohriat,

7e Gow in the new age which Christ has brousht about by Hia atoning
death, the redecmed live a new life of love through the niegence of
Chriag or His indwelling Spirit. The preachers of the Waw Testament
thought of themselvea ne 1iving in the spe of Mlfillment. This was

the age the provhads had foreseon in which the promises of God were to

be actualized. The death and resurrection of Christ hed nshered in the

LY ) A
gy Loy : the last age, the Messianic aga.

AL Tirst they expected the lumedinte return of Christ to bring the

]
f_a-x;.tuv to its conswmiatlon. As time went on, however, the

conviation begen to grow in the Chursh that the return of the Loxd wag
not =0 imsedinge oo they had at first expocted. Thus His people, citi-
zens ¢f o new age vhile still wniting in the old for full fruition of
thelr eltizenshidn, had to be different people, living 2 new kind of life.
Crdst, thoir Teond in the new age, was working this new wey of life by
the nresence of His Holy Spirit. The ethic of the Now Testament nessage
in rooted in this maling vrasence of Chriatls Spirit in the lives of

ka EERa S

Fots 1122; 4133, 17318-
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In the preaching of the apagtles the mge of flfillnent has

davned, ko

andl the early beliovers are alrsady in possession of the
supermatural blessinge foretold by the prophets.. The Christisn experience
in the fellowship of the Ulmrch manifested then (‘uﬂil;r.""l ¥Yor Paul, the
Holy Splrit or the indwelling Christ yas the source of all knowledge,
falth, hope, love, the unity of the Church, and the gusrantee of the

k2 Tho eschntologicel hag

Finnl verfection of the resurrected lifs.
begun here and now (renlized eschatolozy).®3 For the Fourth Gosnel
oo, the Hnlrit of Christ in mon is the basis of tha new naturs of love
and thosa who heve 14 love Ged, trust and obey Hin, and love all those
whom o loves. > ‘The Johnnnine aplatles t0o voint to the believer's
1ife with Ghrist as the source ai’:"lcwe."?5 The fod-like quality of the
new 1ife of His peonis is a direct outzrowth of the redemption.o

Bs YWhan people hear and use the powerful messagze of the Gogpel
Ohrist cones %o dwell in His pwople to work through them the life of the

new age with its ethicnl and religions fruits. dJdosus preached the Vord

*Opots 2.

+1hodd, one Cikes PDe 57-62.
Y2rahe 3115-21; Phile 213 £f.; Cole 1323-9.

&3330(1(1. 95. _Qi_&o. Be 65-
Wiohn 10:11-15; 15313-7; 1b123-24; 13:34=35. Lodd, gp. git., ». 68,

BS1 Jomn h112-16.

¥ o2 points out that the setiing forth of detalled descriptions of
the n=w life are no longer pure kerygus, huts rather didache, This distine-
tion may be vseful for some purposes, bubt should nob lenve the reader with
the impressien that the two are antithetisal or even soparateld. %o didache
of the lnw Testament i only an exnension of the element dascribing the
Tordehin of Christ over men's lives by the pover of the redamption.
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of the Winsdom end sudd that it bore frult in the lives of men 7 In
the Gospel of Joha, Josus makes the Yord the power for woridng eveire
lasting life and even identifiesn ilis Words with the Spilrit. IHis Word
hes pover to sanctify the Clurch, to bring about discipleshiv in be~
lievers, to cruse love, and %o mdlte the branches dwelling in Carlst
frateful® 14 4g ee the Gospel is seld to men in the seruons of Acts
that the lioly Chost comos upon nan P in his mmu:;ary of tha Bespel,
I Corinthians 15, 5t. Youl reninds the Gorinthians that $he process of
their galvation is belng worled in them by this message I they continne
to use ite Uhe Vord for St. Paul Was the power to build and strengthen
men in Chalst, to do baitle with the evil one, to cause the loly Ghost
to come Lo e hearer, lo accomplish a change inslde men, and to combat
wungodliness and worldly lus ts.-sc' I% iz this Word which, according %o
the suthor of Hebrews, is "guick and poweriul," and speals to us teo

slgnify the removing of the sld age.-sl For the author of I Peter; new

- 4

“Tuntt. 13119-23.
Mizonn 5120y 61633 17i15-17; 8128-323 123-20; 15:1-3.
“Fotn 1014,

5%0te 200723 Rom. 1116,17; Fphe G113-17; Cole 3316-17; 1 Thesa.
1:5; I Thoss. 2113; Pitus 2:1l-15.

Sdiavrowa bt 13.-41133 12822=T0
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birth by the WVord of God produces pure souls and works love. The Word
is here idontified as the Gospel, and i4 causes 1%e listeners to zrvov
into epiritnal adulthoods > In T Jomm, 4% 45 the keeping of the Vord
which causes porfection of the love of God in men,33

Heferring %o the dymanmie of the nessage of the kexygue, ¥alther
arged Luthersn presching to utilize the nessega to accomnlish changes
in the livea of hmrers:s‘b

The -‘%omf:él nakes you do God's will withont goading yourself

at 811, Youmem o wellt in His way of your cim accord. It

1s Toollnh to preach Tnw to change the mammer of 1ife of

your hearers. £ change of heart and love of God and one's
Tallowv-qpen 1s not produced by the Law,

I Potor 1320=5; 211,2.
"31 John 23 56
aly L]
-’4‘.-!.'\1‘*.:1(;1', O m.. Tre 386-

t‘
5)Ibi.f.:-0g 'Du :3850




CHAPTER IV

HAJOR BARRIERS TO THR PREACKING OF KuSYGMA IN

THE SERROHS ANALYZED

As wa proceed to an exaaination of the 206 servons in our atudy,
we shall

egin by noting the charccteristics in tho sermons anslyzed

which notunlly evected barriers betwen the Hew Toatement Messsge and

the hoarers. The preaching studied shoved that 1t was not only necessary
o discover vhether oy uwt preachors were saying the elemente of the
aryems, Dt vhether there was 8 tendency %o say it withoud raference
to the hewrer, or to suy obther things which actually negated and dis-

rantad the message ol the Hev Testiaent for liglenars. We shall ase

that the sermuons studied often emmcistad the messars ocuitaide & frane-

work of helpifulin cs;: o the ;:.wopl.e listening and that they had chacteriste
ics which sesmed to block the lzmast sud meening of the message itself.

Tha resder con reatlly undevatend that it is possible to say the
entire kovygns without allowing the nassage to De a message Yo the people
listening. Thws even in sormens vhers the keryzma was seld, 1% happened
aften that it was articulated in such 2 mannor as to yonder 1t nearly
seaningless Yo hearsva,

Uns oF the most cammon mathods for deflecting the nosange past the
heavsrs wes the bemporary asswotion that all the hesrers were unbolievers.
Yas seraons wrltlen to be preached to congregetions of Christians stated
the kerygue in terus suitsd only to wnhellevers, hypocrites, and eandidates

for evangeli: Geme of thn doviess most often emnloyed for this were the

evi il e
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exhortation to solf-surrender whish assumed that the hoarer did not yot
have faith in Christy the preaching of law to indicate that the hearar
was standine under the impact of the wrath of Godg vrezching about the
terrible sionte of unbelievers in contrast with the blessedness of true
believers implying thet many listening are not really Christisns though
they pretond to be in Oheist. A11 of these tochmiques can cruse the
Ohristisn hesrer $o believe that the nessage han no relevence for him,
aince he is alrondy saved. In tr.feixty-nine crzos entire sermons were
directad to hynothetical uwnbelievers, while in eighty sermons the law
elozent, the nortion of the neasage &eaign_e_d %o make hearers aware of
2in In themealves, was divected to & condition only possible in none
Christions, Together with the omission of the law entirely from many
aoysonsz, this demonatrated that one of the basic characteristics of
New Tostament preaching was drastically abbreviated in the sermons we
studisd: wrelevence to the 1life of the hearer. i’i}e dirvection of the
nessaze nash the condivion and needs of the Christian heaver actuaily
renders uneless mach of the nateriel from the kerysas which was included
by cousing hearers %o sasume that ths Gospel has walue only for wibelleve
eraa |

Another simificent barrier for hearers was tho preoccupation of
nrenchera with othnr thinzs $o the extent that they neglect listeners
comilesaly. In sixty=five sermons, the proacher was alwost totelly
nreccsunied with considarations oxclusive of the hearer, For emumle
in one mermon the nrancher described the process with which Jom the
Bantlst ammlied the death of Christ to his henrers long ago, and totally

omitted tho nreaching of forgiveness for the sins of the people to whona

the sermon wos addressed, This use of the Word (unimown in $he preach-
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ing of the avostles) hapvoned when preachars became sxclusively nro-
scenpled with the text and 1ts exposition, with the use of vivid illuste
rative material, or with a conecern for expounding a -articular dozate
In sixty-tvo sermons thers was ench an apparont lack of claarly
defined shjectives for the listeners that it would have been virtuslly
inposalble for hearers $o carry away & unified lmoression of the keryzma
from any of thess semons. Usunlly this scattering of gosls resulted
from the uvse of warelated elements 11; the toxt, as for cummnle, from
the atory of Josue! clreunmclsion, the following goals for listeners are
set wpl 1) resolve to dfend infent baptism and to see that all unvape
tlzed infunts in our midst are boptized scony 2) feel securs in the
knowledgo that Josus! nane has divine origing 3) set up in cur homos
weuestioning ohedience to the divine willy &) look for security in the
neaning of the nome Jesusy 5) toke stock of ourselves this New Year;
6) dlstinguish our conduct by spatitude to Jesus for what Ho has done
for usy 7) defend the nene of Jesus when it is attached; 8) worship Him
by attending Churchy 9) pray that we may surrender our lives and obtain
the guidance of the Holy Ghoste’ The nrofuaion of unrelated aims re-
nrazented hare loft the imnression that heavers would be ineapable ef
finding hely in such sersons for want of wnified, dirvect proclamations
of the Goansl, and wonld vather be lmpressed with the vague notion thaiy

the nreacher was "reaching? for applications and the text was not fmitful..

lﬂbﬂ .%? ncordin Pulpit for 1941 (St. Zonist Goncordia Publishing
Houze, 1950), XIII, L2-50.




29

Olearly dlscernnble o the sermona studled was the influence of
dognatiea. Two seraons dlceussed the doetrines of lew and Goapel in
a very learnad fashion without once relating the Iaw and the Gospel to ths
the neople lisﬁm.dng.?' @he tine-honored nsswantion glenned from soue
ecelosinstionl tradition and relegeted in preaching to the rank of
doctrine that there are hypocrites in avery congregetion makes itself
falt ac men say, "In all probability there are some in this congragation
%o whom the gloxy of Christ is & Ewatery.“j This assummtion makas i
vagsible to procch comfortably the relatively uncomplicated thealogleal
. deserintion of the gtate of unbelievers. We have already noted this
trond. Likovise complotely traditional iz the asswmtion in one of the
gersons thni the mertyred infants of Bethlehom went to hesven: "For
these first martyrs 4in the csuse of Christ it wes an honor o glve thelr
1ife, anl wo may bo cerinin that thelr reward in heaven shall be great
becauge of the mamer of thoir dent‘n."u Preaching ains designed to
aroeduca in the hearer sgreenent to doctrinen were exemplified by the

followingt oroviang that the Pope is the enbichristyd the use of the

2 0 210 D or 1244 (St. Loulsi Concordia Publishing
Bouase, 1945) X¥i, 271-28l. e Concordis Pulply for 3931 (%. Loulss
Soncordia Publiching House, 1550), XAXE, 63-75.

3@-&'1 e 73
“1bid., p. 55.
sw-' Ve 86-
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perable of the Rich Nen snd lagerus to prover 1) there is no purgatory
and no "dormant” state of the sowl untll the resurrection; 2) the soul
pesses %o heaven or hell lanediately after deathy 3) all Seripture ia
to be usad for getting %o heaven, sines the entire Bible iz the mesns
of snlvation {no discussion of the atoning death of chriat);é the
agaordion that the Trath Christ promises with the advent of the Hely
Spivlt is corroctuess in doetrines, - all doctrines.! There was thus
avident the unmistakable merk of oversoncentration on the dogmatic
systeratizsation of the kerymsn at times obscuring the story itself by
gubnerging &t in loci. Hote the dogmatic, non-kerysmatic form of this
anslysia of rightconsnean?

In this kingdom, rightesusness ig premched, a) objectiva

rightoousness nrocured for us by Jesus through His active

and pascive obedience, h) subjective righteousness, that
tha childran of God lesd a holy life according to"
the Vord of CGode In this kingdon this objective righteous-

ness is aporopriated by Taith, and subjoctive righteousness
ig fhe object of conscilouvs ntriviag.

"we on

Inother ares in which the nreaching of the kerygnma became blocked
was the point in preaching at which the preacher felt it wes necessary
to urge 2cotion on the part of his hearera, tut was unable to state 2

reslly useful nrogvem of action for them. The resulit heavers wera

bno Dopcordis Pulvit for 1710, edited by Martia 5, Sommer (S%.
Touniss Concordinp Pablishing Mouse, 1929), I, 123-8.

7.'-?.3}2 Gopcordds Pulnit fop 1931 (9t. Louist Concordia Publighing
House, 1950}, RWII, 2045,

Bquo Concordis Pulnit for 1913, edited by He J+ Friedrich
(5%, Lonias: Concordis Publishing House, 1938), X, k.
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urged and enjoled %o onen thelr hearts, pray, ond make resolutions .
rather than utllizo the Gospel power which worke the transltion in men
from the old %o the new ason. Highteen sermons actually represented
prayer as the actlon nocessary on the part of the hearsr %o bring about

the chanpe discussed in the seruon. This ¢o the exclusion of ths

Gognal. A gemnon on templation offers this solution to the problemn of

tempiation without nentioning the atoncment:

The troe child of fod will not venture %o get along without
proyer fov & short tlae, for he kmows that his flesh is
wanlte Diatrasting hilmself, bat trusting Jesus to the
uiternoat, he will dnily come to Jesus for encouragensnt,
counsel, nrotectlon, strongth, and help ... And especially
whan the temniations become alluring snd faceinating and
e ronlizes thot hio willepower is bresking down, will he
rn to the Friend of his soul with the heart-felt prayer:
Hymn 209, 1.2 Rising uwp from his knees, he will ba a
glronzer and morve consecrated Christian, because with th
help of Jeaus, he gnined the victory over the Temptere..

TN e

Demnnds for gurrender of self to God, exhortations to believe,
nrassure wpon Chriasticns to believe more. sincerely, nll were devices for
suoolying something to "doo' This is the diametric oOpposite of the
function of faith in the New Yestmment neunag;e.lo There faith was the

exnression of the apostles for saying, %you don't do snything, you only

Firmphy s e AL e TN B T A e ey

receive a gift.” Twenty-seven of the sermons exhorted the hearer to
falth without supnlying any discussion of the atonement for creating

or nourishing faith. Whon faith is supplied, with any of the above

e Concordia Pulniy for 4730, edited by Hartin 5. Sommer
(St. Louim GConcordia Publishing Houge, 1929), I, 83.

05, ¥ ¥. ¥nlther, She Proper Blatinction Between lay 2nd Sosnel,
translated by W. Ho 0. Den (5%. Louiet Goncordia Publishing House,

1929) 3 De ?9.
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expragsions, as & supgestion for e program of action to achleve the
goals of prenching, fnith Decomon n. sunll humen work in contradistinction
to the Zif't of God:

It iz not enowgh for Christ to communicate His pemce to wan

through the Cogpel; man must alse accent ite This is done

by frith ... As long as man refuses t0 belleve the Gospel

ef peace, he will be without pescee..

Unbelied iz the only ain that shuds ont the peace of God

from the human henrd .. It the moment the sinner bheliaves,

the Holy Inirid entars his heart, and as one of the frults

of the Doly Spirit thers wlll be peace, «e.

A phenonenon most difficult to exnialn in a Iutheran nreaching
tredltion which has always regarded the preachlng of the death of Christ
ag an indiepononble factor of the message of any sermon was the embarrasse
ment at saying the atonement which was evident in many of the sermons
atulied. /A reluctance to devote syace or effort to the phrasing of the
atonesent move rise to a singuler sameness in the pattern of expressions
nzed to dlscuss the death of Christ for human ain. lors often than not
theas exnressions were restricted to & narrov set of metsphors and meny
times the one- or twoe-line statement of the atonement was so obviously
n £211ing back on habite of phrasing that 1t seened to bs mers genu-
flestion to & hamiletieal tradition with which the proacher wished o
comly, bab without spending much thought. Of course many sermons did
not state the atonsment for ihe hearor at all. Pub even when semo
reforsnce to it was made, in forty-three germons there was no statenany

of the atonenent beyond a definitely worn-out, hackneyed phrane of the

Gatochism or  Bivle nessage. Most popular phrages were some slight

1lgye Concordis Pulnit fox 1930, edited by Hartin 5. Somaer
(8t. Louist Concordia Pablishing louse, 1929), X, 9.
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variations oft "Not wisth gold or silver but with His holy nracicus
blond and with His lanocent suffering and death® (in fifteen out of
the foriy-three phrases exorpted); "sins washed away in the blocd of
the Izmby" "the Lamb of Ood that taliath away the ain of the worlds?
Thaasification by faithy" "fuifilled the law for you." Predominant
earhaais wos on the blood metaphor. e of the mont used devices for
avolding direot dlsouassion of tha atonement was the quoting of one ov
more Bible onassnzes describing it, then psesing on to the rest of the
sarnon with ne further preaching about the atonements If this indicntes
® trend toward latent reluciance in preachers to engmge in direct
disonsaion of the astonenent, we have uanceovered a majoy berrier %o the
edifyving uae of the kerygma in the preaching of the Missouri Synod.
Is it vosaeille that this is one of the reasens for tha apparent truth
in the oft-roneated observation that new Church-members are far more
alive and aincere® in their relizicn then life-long Imtherans? Doubte
less the pastor engeged in miasion wox'-‘;c ugses the Cospel of the forglve=
ness of sina frecly. IF he finds himseld unable to continue faeding
confired Christians on the food with which he first engendered life in

them, couldntt this pertinlly explsin the phenomenon of conirast between

aone "old! Tuthersns and some '"new" menodera?




OHAPTER V
GONTUNT OF THE SRNHONS ANALYZVD

As wo disouss the content of Concordia Mulpit sermons, we shall
be nobting the nresencs in the sermons of the é&ne}bmsic glements of the
Hew Restanent nogsage for Chrintisns. Ve shall not be poiunting merely
to the ancuni of space deveted to these elements, but to the
fact &F thelr oresence In relation to the probable hearers of the
sermons.  Thus aven 1f a sermon engaged largely in & discuacion of tha
nacessity for avoiding temotution, but the relation of this goal to
the work of the indwelling Christ or the Holy Spirit was shown, and
2ll of this wee nreaonted as flowing ouvt of the death and resurrection
of Jemg Chelst in response o the sinful condition of the hearer, the
serman was easentinlly a preaching of the essential elements with the
nev-1ife section exoanded snd the rensiuder of the message spoken in 2
few sentonces, Howevrsr if the relation of the(nine elements was so
obscured ns i leave the iupression that the nessage was one thing and
the attainment of the new wmy of life something elses that the Gospel
wan indeed n ctory nboub Godle act, but that the life objectives for
the heavsr wore dilvoreed from the work of the indwelling Christ who
works throush the Gospel, the presence of Gospel elements in any quantity
was larealy obuocured. That is why 1% will be lmportunt i L
note hot merely the presence or absence of certain elements, hul to bear
in mind $hat the abzence of soms of the alements can rendor the entire

message virtuslly useless as & preaching of the Hew Testauent keryemte
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PABLE 1
Distritutlon of the Yerygantic meménto in 206

itigsourl Synod Sermons

0 elenents 42 germons
1 elanment 35 sermons
2 elements Ll sernons
2 elements 25 sermons
Ik plemante 21 germons
5 elemente 18 sermons
G elements 18 sarunons
7 elementsn 6 carmons
3 olenentbs 1 sermon

A glence atv Teble 1 will show the heavy tendency in the sermons
exanmined to onit or obscure the clements of the kerysan. The mean
nusbor of keryswmitic elements per sermon for the 200 sermons teated
wis 2.5 This Digoave was reached by ubtilizlag the eight elements of the
Zoapel we identified serlier. Hevsafter we shell cell these elements the
keryoe, hearing in mind that by thiu torm we arc designating the preach-
ing of the low Teztsnant to Christians, 2nd that a fev of the elements
of the korypun to Christians Aiffer in fora from the elements of tha
megsage to non-Christiang in the kerygma of the Book of Acts.

Ones move, these sre the eight basic elements as we discovered their
form for (mristisnss 1) The work of Ohrist originated in God's plang
2) christ in falfilluent of prophecyy ) Hearers arc made avare of the
preseace of ain in their .livaa: 1) Ghriat died on the crossj 5) Uhristls
death in o deliverance from sing 6) The resurrectlon is God's declara-
tion thot Christ is alive and by virtue of liis atonement now rules His

Peoyle in glory; 7) The new age or the new life in Christ cones to people
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by the foly Spirdt or by the indvelling of Chriaty B) Hearlng the
Goapel aor utilizing the death of Christ as atonensnt for sin cuuses the

presence of the Spirlt and the achievement of the new 1ife in Christ.
le Gnristts Work driginated in Ged's Plan

Alghough the lew Teatament preschers were concerned with identify-
ing the works of the atonement as he vlan and work of God, the sermons
axanined wvers not, Une-hundred-=forty-five of the 206 sermons in the
gtudy 4id not include thin element at all, some of course in favor of
the nleturs of fod as the offended Creditor Who exacts 2 price for sin
and by the death of Ohrist is appensed. Other veriants of this neta-
vhor of the atonement, together with simple lack of interest in discusse
inz the atonament with 2ll its impliestions, combined to leave the
imnrageion thet the nresching studied was not forceful in causing hear-
ers to thine of fod as having = vital interest in the redeeming work of
Jesus Christ. Only thirty percent (sixty-ons) of the sermons mentioned

or alluded %o the mtonement os the work of God in Christ.
2. Ohrist ia Palfillnment of Prophecy

In spite of the fact that the Advent and Christmaa seasons &8 well
88 the lons Wniphany semson, offer liturgical praaching couniless 0pHore=
tunitica for discussing the olement of fulfillment in Ghrist as Hegsiah,
only fortp-one of the sermens (ninetaen percent) seigzed upon the oppol=
tunity to presch fulfillment inlthe torms of the Hew Teataonent., The
prasehine valuss of the Maesslsnlc Age &8s the new aeon in which bellevers

I .
live under Ghrist ne Lord, the significence of the £O Cév_ which will

be conswmated at a final redemptive rotnrn of Christ, the use of 01&
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Regtomont eschatolosical matorial to enrich the concent 0f the Church
for hearers today, btheme wers conspicuous by their absence from the
sernons sbadled,
Geonsionally the falfllinent of srophecy wes misused an proof for

the abselnte inevrancy of ‘.'}ariptural

snd for Matrengshening our faith,"2
The apostolic oreaching of course never draws inferences such a3 this

from the fMlfilluent preaching in its keryeme.
Fe Hesvews 5%111 Have 5in in their ILivas

The elenent of sin in the hearsr is one of the factors noat vital

to the lntegrity of the lew Yestoment mossage to Christiana. It is

exenedingly difficuld to imsgine a aerious attempt tn dlscuss the lew
Testament meswnze of redempiion without discuasing sin, since it iz with
sin et the redemntive work of Christ actually dealt. YWe have pointed
out how curofully the Hew Testsment strives %o keepn Christians aware of
tha subile onsrztions of sin on themselves even in the lifae of the new
aze, since without thls element the relevancs to the hoarer of the entire
message of the kerysma ia gerlously lmpaired. Yeb tho sernons wve analyzed
had a acrious lack of discussion of sin in the life of the honarare Fifgy-
five peraent (113) of them had absolutely no discussion whatsoever of sin

or naed in the hearer. Sixty~five persent (132) of the sarmons did nod

12'}3: }nn.enlﬁ_i,p. Palndt fon 1941 (s¢, Louiss Ooncordia Pubiishing
Houge, 1950), X{II, sb. £
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show that the eins (lamoral co$s) thay were dlscussing represented a
deapenonied lock of the 1life of the new age, an affinity to tho old
aeon, the nresence of the flegh, the old nan, the carnal mind, eta.,
as tha ¥ew Testanent doess when sreaching sin to Christians.

Soma of the deviegas by which nreachers avelded diseusaing nin were
comuzon to meny of the sormons. An emvhasis much used when the preachar
waa dodging the disoussion of the hearer's present condition of need was
the emphasls. on his former conditlon. The preacher confined the discuss-
ion of sin to describing the state of the hearer when he war in the
condition of "asturnl men" before Baptism. This, in meny sermons left
the sgswmbtion onen to Wearers that there was little wrong with their
aresend condition which the nreacher, the Gospel, or God wanted tc correct
or heln, Znother substitute in many sermons for the preaching of sin in
the henrer often nroved to be achieved by lengthy descriptions of the sin
of the FPharisec in the text, the Jews at the time of Christ, Peter at
his denlel, or the unbellovers who were not attending church.? When dis=
cugsion of sin id not devota caveful attention to the present sin off the
hearer, the negloct only rendered move difficult the possibllity of
meking Christls redempiion, which is a redempiion from sin, meaningful

$0 hin,
4, OChelst Died on the Cross

A8 we have pointed ont, the desth of Chriat on the cross is one of

e indisvensabla slenents in the New Tostament message. The svnca the

38he Concordie Pulplt for A710, edibed by Hartin 5. Sommer
(St, Tonist Ooncordia Pablisning House, 1929}, I, 170-%.
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[ & Gospels devale to the preclamation of His passion and death, the
contrality of this portion of the kerygma in the sermons of Aets, the
repented use of the death of Ohrist in the epistles 21l are potent.
witness S0 the centrel position of the cross in the preaching of
Christianity. It io entirely wnecessary to demonstrate the mpha;als
Tathaeran nronching has traditionslly assigned to the erucifixion.
Feverthelens in the sermons of our analyeis, only abont half proclaimed
1t in any relation vhatsoever to the hesreris 1life. Only forty-nine
pereont {100 sermons) nreached the death of Christ to people, and maay
of those emuloyed the trite, thoughtless, tredition-emptied phraaes
we dlocussod in Chapter IV. It oven hapoened occasionally that &
germon on forzivensss and falth onitted any discuseion of the death of
G‘u-tst.""’ Amother apracn mentioned 16, but cnly in connection with &
warnineg o the henrer to avold folse prophets, since the death of Christ
is one of $he elements false prophats don't toach.s Hot uncommonly
1t wae listed as mart of the message Christisns should proclaim to the
wor1d & In verlous other weys preachers isolated the death of Christ
from 1ts rolation to the 1ife of the listeners. Fven vhen tho death of
Ghrist was »renched, snd when the proclamation sueceeded in avoiding
worn lanmumge, the proportionate smount of space devoted to it was in-

finitosimn) comvpared with the spnce it occuples in the preachins of the

b Goncordis Pulsit for 1951 (st. Douiss Concordis Publishing
House, 1950), xill, 168-73.

r
JIbide, ppe 2585

&
Abide, T, 300=5.
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New Testamont.
5 The Dexth of Ohrist was for Human Sin

Only forty-oliht njiecent, a total of ninety-nine of the Sermons
studlied, announced the fact that Christ died for the forgiveness of sin
in tho henvsre Vhaen preachers did not establish a condition of sinful-
ness and neasi in their listaners there was often & corresponding reluce
tance o conneni the death of Christ with the forgivensas of sin. With
no actual need for forglvenesss in the sermon, it was only logical that
realistic discusnion of Christ's death as for sin was nesrly impossible.

-

Converaely, if n condition of =in and need was aset up, or if there vere
any zonla for the hearer to reach at 2ll, and the death of Christ for
redemntion vss onitted, it was impossible to avoid legalism {i.0. nrovie
dine works by which the tension betweon the present condition of the
hearer and the gonls of the sermon could be resolved).? The dogmatic
dogus, the ghedientis actlva, made 1t nossidle in several sermons, %o
aveld discussion of Christ's demth for the forgiveness of sin. Gignifi-
cently, 1t connot be shown that the Hew Testsanent ever discusses the so-
caliod zotive chedionge of Christ anart fron His death for sin. Actually
2l of the worl of (arist is, for the preachers of the Hew Testhment, the
work of the pedemvtion. FSreaching like the following tended to omit the
death of Chriant and the heart of the kerygna and the New Testament has no
parallels foxr it

Holy “eriptures teach us to look upon Christ's fulfillment
of the Law as being vieariousj therafora 2lso lils conduct

7&._*1- s PPe I7=103.
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as & citizen in the kingdom of man is viearious. He

wog the l1derl Gitizen for ws. He rendered perfaect

obedience %o the Fourth Compendment as ocur Substitute.

OQur mony failings ae eltizens in the kinedom of man

were thus made good,

Phe sewica which included the folloving nover mentioned the Geath
of Chriat or the forgiveness of slgss

The Gon of God, in His tvelfth year &s a hunan being

and the world's Substitute, obeyed Hary and Joseph as

Hip hwaen parents. He obasyed s part of His groat

Hasuianic migsion. He obeyed in our stead and for our

sakes, lie perfectly fulfilled the Fourth Commaudment

in our place.’

This trend in the analysis wig & good exanple of the iafluence of
doamatism on preschingt here was en emphasls which the liew Testement
does not knov. Vet 1t is the content of o dogsatic locus and was there=
fore presched apnrt from the rest of the keryima as o unit. Weanwhile,
the measage of the liew Testement, which depends for its meaning and
valus unon the simmificsnce of the cross for the hearer, was by this

one gigsion nearly neutrslized as a force in humen lives.
6. Ohrist's Resurrection

One of the most consistent themes of the Hew Testament message

was almost totally dzasred in the preaching analyzedi the resurrection

of Jegus Christ, Ordiparily in the New Testanent, the Resurrection

stands ns n Aivine underscoring of the significant facts that the redesp-

Shg gongarile Lulpit for 1310, edived by Nartis . Somer
9 [ ] Ii L] B

(8%. Touisy Concordiz Publishing iouse, 192

9The GConcordis Pulpit for 1951 (St. Louiss Concordia Publishing
House, 1950), xxII, 68.
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tlon is complete, and that Christ is alive and now rules as Xing in
the lives of Hia people. In tho sermons analyzed only thirty-five out
of all 206 even so much as included a mention of or allusion to the
resurraction of Christ. This means that oaly seventeesn parcent (most of
which were Tor the Zester season) were concerned with the message of the
living Cwriete The amohasis of New Testanent preanching received its

moet glaring neglect ot this polnt. Here was the most conspicuous ine

dication of o pgrove shift away fron the nessage of the apostles in the
sernons we examined by the preachers of the iissourl Synod. EBven &
germon on the resurrection of humen beings at the Judgment managed to
omit the resurrection of G‘:lrist.m If thie was an indication of the
glgnificonce of the fret of the living, reigning Chriat in the Shought
of the prenchers, the slgn is alarming.

The glory of Christ was demonstrated in events other than the
resurrection in fifteen percent {thirty-two) of the sermons. Une of
the emvhiares in the Jiew Teabament, along with the Resurrection, for
preachine the fact that Christ is the glorified Lord, Who while His
glory was hidden on earth, revealed it through many of His works and
will eventually manifest it fully at His eppearence to judge the
netions is tha menifostation of this glory through miracles, fulfillmant
of wromhiscy, drath, snd the proclanation of a future judguent.

7. The Life of the New Age is Achieved by the
Pregence of the Holy 9pirit in Ean

101158, , poe 254-300.
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Cne of the most serlous brenks wway from the fenor of the preache
ing and tenching of the aposiles wes tho tendency in the preaching
analyzed to naswae @ cloavege batween the proclamation concerning Carist
and the moral ox ethiesl goals the preacher deslres to achieve in the
livea of his hesrers. In the Hew Testament, tho comnection 1s established
throwsh the working of God's Soirit or the glorifled Christ coming to man
bacnuae of the forgivensss of ainag by the redempiion. Only twenty-eight
parcent {(fifty-seven) of the scrmons suggasted the slighlest connection
batwsen the gonls of tha sermons and the worlk of the Holy CGhoat or of
the indwelline Chreisy, Instend, preachers relled on the bare assertion
that the haarar ought o follow Christls exauple, that he should read his
Bible and thore dlscaver these zoals for himself as Sod's will, while

B e 11 od he 1
gome germons were pure moralism. A1l this suggested that the hearer
need tnt rosclive %o change in order to do so. The following exexpt from
& sermon which omits suy comnection of goal with the kerygma is au e
of moralisn:

Gar daily jous should be performed with Joy. Qur tasks

are not Yo beooms slave lator done under the lash of the

whine The gucosssinl nan or yomen Goes Dot woxi in that

state of nind (itelice nins) ... So the student &b the

sehonl, the man in business, the worker in the faclory,

though they toiled all the night, ars willing %o wesh

ths nets in the morning. et us vse ouxr intellect,; our

akill, our time and laber_fox the joy 2f having 2 Job
¥ell duna. (italics aine)?

]
There 1z little in worising for the "joy of having a Jjob well done

vhich is specifiec=lly related %0 the Onristian message of God in Uhrist.

' : : lishing

Wane Congardip Pulpit for 1940 (St. Toulsy Goncordia Publishing

aﬂ\lﬂe, 191'5})' xR, 253 5.

12 Soncordis Pulpdl for 1331 (:t. Louint Concordia Publishing
House, 1950), XALI, 280, A39
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&. The Gespel is the Source of Powsr to
lL.ehieve Goznle
Tinnlly the vreblom of pointing the hearer ts 2 constructive
progran for tho achiovemsnt of the mornl, ethienl, or relizious
gonls of the sermon proved to be an occasion for = number of emphases
no§ part of the Hew Yestenent messege. We have already showed how the
llav Tostonont moints to the Word of God, the Gonpel, as the source of
vower by which Cod contimucs working out the goals of salvation and new
life in Cwristinne. £Any sermon which desires to set up = program for
achieving gonle should, to be liew Testoment oreaching, voint cut the
Gospel or the work of Christ as the sourse of supernatural aid toward
living the 1life of the nev age. This is the Iutheran doctrine of the
Homne of Oroce. Yot o bare twenty-nine percent (fifty-nine sermons)
of the cages in the study related the achievement of preeching aims to
the deat of Christ, the Goapel, the Yord, including the Sacrausnis.
It is 2ifficult to expinin how Lutheran preaching, which possesses the
resources of the Luthersn theolozy of the Word, and the Heans of Grace,
conld eilow itself to nexlect ao patently this elsment of the Hew Tasta~
ment maganee to Christions. At tlmes the asermona were pura proclamatione
of kerymmn for forsiveness of ains. Then the preached nossage 1tself
worked faiih snd there was no program of changed living suggested. In

. 3R However
Such mermons, thers was no »roper use of the emphasls necess=ry. i

thase serions were @are ng the rest of the study has shown. In nost

: o=
CRsen, whan proashers by-passed the Hemns of Grace as the sugzested

4 : ission
gran for reachine the aims of the sermon, the fiult was not mere oR .
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but attennts were mede at motivatlon which vere contradictory to the
Christian neacaan. Une of the most ocommon wes thet of weward sromised
for 1iving the ethics augpested (no diocussion of the atonement):

Children should therefore leara from this leszon, shounld
be subjeet te thedr parenta, Take these lessons serfously
end pondar them. Following this leosson and the example
contnined thoraln will bring nrosperity and dlasasing Bre
on earth nnd etorasl salvatlon in the life hereafter.

Fote this logzelistic motivation for good works;

By wrecching sthervorldliness, eternity, judgment, etc.,
Church imnroves conditlons on enrth. The asn who lives
with sternity in nind will for this very rezson lead a
differant, = hetter 1ife than if he did not believe thig. 1%

With no elomants of the kerygma at all and after the exhortation
to give liberally, the motivation to give follows thust

Sodte coumnnds ought to induce She Christien %o give e
Or de we wont to bo clasaified with Judes, with Ananias
1

and Sapphizat?
One of the worat swmplos of threatemotivation is the following
discuseion of giving:

Wa <hould malke dillpont use of every opnortunlty in this
1ife to hesr and heed the Word of God. We should do all
the good we orn with our monsy beseuse we shall have no

chanes for that afgerward. You cannot teka it with you.
Mera w1l Bbe no noor in heaven to help. You will have
to give while you live. You will have to give from what
you hove now ... It iz well sometimes to thiak of the

Worror snd torment of hell, where the rich man went} and

13pme goncardis Pulpit for 1930, odited by Hartin 5. Somaer,
(St. Toulss Goncoréie rFuclishing House, 1929), I, 27.

151big., p. 154
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think of the glory and beauty of heaven, where Laszarus
want. duch considerations should promnt us %o nse all

vhe oprertunitics thot God gives us for the sslvation
of our soul. Anen.

Mristian love, vhich necording to St. John is the result of
Chrietts dwelling in us through His death and the Forgiveness of sina,
is made 4o be the mznlfestation of gentitude. The Hew Testanent knows
nothing of thins lscloticn of gretltude from the work of the Holy Spiris
&g & mobtives

Love .is the manifeatation of gratitude on our part for
the mmny good things thet God has done for use. 7

WMo you and I manifest abounding love of men, are ve

not evidencing our gratitude for Heaven's absunding

lova es rvovenled in the Savior's wounde?d

Aleo common vere the attenpt o urge that & response from man waas
the anly nos=sibhle natural resction to the great gifts of Gaﬁ.w and the

intination thnt livine the gosls was the way to inherlt the blessings

achievad by the death of Chris!;.ze

*

Wyne concordis Pulpit for 1331 (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing

2 :
House, 1950), XXII, 220,

‘-l-?i:ijr} 90?1{303‘*31& ! r}i_ Qz . edltP{' by s{&rtiﬂ e Soﬂlﬂer.
(5%, Louist Concordin Publishing ﬂo\me. 1929), I, 137

31’3'; Congord m forx 1331 {(5¢. Louiat Concordia Publishing
950 L .{,:II z
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House, 1

19me Concords ___3_2;;_ for 1939 (5t. louiss Concordia Publishing
House, 1938), %, 3
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CHAPTIR VI
DIVURGEHOE OF THE PREACHING ANALYZND FSUM THY MAESSAGH
OF TUT WA THSTANENT

¥e have tried to demonstrate at what poinis the preaching examined
in this sbuly corvesponded with the preaching of the apostles. At
points where gerious divergences occurred we sttemnted o preasnt the
evident ressons Jor the divergences and, if pomsible, the preaching
emphasos bending be reolace the migsing elements of the kerygma. How
it may ue well to constiucet & conclge statistieal ploture of the preache
ing of = pulypit which we shall deslgante 8s the average Missouri Synod
ralpit,  fetunlly we eon atill only conjecture about the preaching of
the aversgzo onator in the Hissourl Synod, sinee no stwudy of this type
has assuned dinensions large enoush to glve us dete about the average.
However, s we gpid in the flrst chapier, theoreticnlly at least the
date in our study, based on the preaching of the fopcordia Pululd should
include the bast efforts of some of the bedt preachers in the symod. It
iz possible for that reagon for us %o hazand the conjecture that the
averase Vissonri Syned preaching progren wovld contaln no mors parhans
eensiderably less of the New Testament message than the average re=-
nresented by the data ia the study.

Jasuming then that our conjecture is correct the average Missouri
glzed o lipten to acrmons not re-

Syuod listener is in the first place a

lated to himagelf or his situstion in life. For more than seven Sundsys

per yess he hears entive serona proached $o lypothetical unbelievera,
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and provably reacts only by wishing the godless ones were present %o
hgar the sermons. For twenty Sunday every yenr the average listener
hears the Law oreached $0 & conditlon which &n not his own funleas the
average listensr is a hypocrite), the condition of men without Chriat.
For sixbeen Sundays every year he is presented with a sermon in which
the preacher sinnly doean't $alle in his direction, end thus he vrobably
nlsses vhatever olements of the kerygma night be preached. For fiftean
ar alxteen Sundays every yeer, hils pastor's sermons ars vague, have
unrelated genls, and leave no definite impression of kerygma at all on
his mind, aven though some of the message may be enunciated in them,.

0f course we mast benr in mind that two or wore of these things may
often cconr on the same Sunday, leaving other Sundsys open for clear,
unified, firact-to-the-hearer preaching.

If we could presunpose however that the average Hlasourd Synad
hearer couid exert aupreme mental effort, hurdle these barriers, grasn
averythins thst is ssid in the sermon, and coume mway with a firm im-
pression of the prosching aims, we should find that for ten Sundaye each
year he would have heard sermons conteining no keryema atb ell, for
ainetern Sundeys ench year he would have heard eermons containing only
one or fawer olenents of the kerygms, and for tweniy-nine or thirty
Sundays ench yenv, his preacher would have stated only two or fewer

elenents of the messaps. If hevanted to hear & sermon containing as
many elements of the keryzan as S Daults brief summary in I Corinthians

1511 £f., he would have to wait forty-two Sundays. Avout once in that

kerygnatic elements in the same

n't heard

meny sermons he would heayr five or more

sermon. he averace hesrer of Nissouri Synod preaching has
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GRAPH 1
ELEVNENTS OF KERYGMA LIKELY IN ONE YEAR!'S PREACHING
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e serman with all eight olements of the New Testameont Message for four
years, for he vould stend the chance of henring such a sermon just zbout
once in aveary 200 sermons if our date apnroximate the date of thf; avarage
preaching schacule,

The everage liatener to Hiscouri Synod preaching does aot hear the
entlre keryvean often. The work of Chriast is set forth as the plan of
Bod only Fifteen Sundays out of Cifty-two in his pulpit, and the fulfille-
ment notif of the kerypme is proclaimed to him only ten Sundays each
yeer. Ha hears move of forgivenmess than of sin, but even the death of
Christ for the forgiveneas of his sins is preached to hia only twenty-
sixz Sundepys in o yewr. He hears reference made to his own alas, needs,
and shertconings only twenty-four Sundeys out of each yeer, while the
How Pastmment wsthod for tracing this to a deeper root such as the
prasence of the flash in himsmif ha henrs only fourteen Sundsys every
year. Unly fifteen Sundays in fifty-two Lring him any oprortunity to
think of the Holy Spirit or the indwelling Christ as thes source of all
the blessines of the new life, and likevise fifteen times yearly the
Bosnel op the sncrements are suggosted as & means for reaching goals
or ralated to the gools in the preaching process.

The most sarious omlssion of the Gospel for the average hearer was

the almost total omission of the resurrection of Christ, The hearer is
asked to think of the peeurrection as significant for hinm enly eight
or nine Sundays every year. In terms of the kerygua this omission is

unthinkable, for the apostles never conaidered their preaching &

messnge withoud the resurvection of Jesus.

If the three heads of the message of the Now Testsnont (Chapter m)...
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are really discernable in the fora of the kerygma vhenever the apostles
preached Christ, then the herygmatic content of the sermons of the
Higgouri Synod in our study does not correspond to the form of the
preaching of the apostles. In terms of Sundays por year, here ls the
emphasia in the presching of the study on thase factorst

1. Fulfillinments alwoys present in Acte sermons and in the

Gesonala, as well as the summaries of karyemes in sermons

studied, ten Sundeys per year,

2. HRistoricrl eventst the death and resurrection of Christ

nrenched in avery exsosition of the lew Testanent kery:mat

in sernons siudied it wes complete as a unit only nine

Sundleys per year.

3. For our sins thet Christ's death nrovided forglveness or

aid and deliverance for mon was alweys included in the koryegmal

in the sermons studled, only twenty-five Sundays per year

and aven there rmach impalred by inadegquate, suparficial

discussion of sin in the hearer.

In the firat chepter we ghowed how the Hew Testament viewed its
measnze of God ccting in Christ as & vhole. The ¥Word 1s wnitary ee-
it is o story. o one enn specify nrecisely which elements constitute
the ednenan of the story and which can be onitted without Impairing the
affectivensns of the Word of God. I¢ would not be remsonable, nor would
it be in scrord with the tradition of the apostles to insist that every
element of the lkerygma be articulnted in every sermon. Some of the
elenants were certninly always preached (the death and resurrcction of
Christ, the resultent benofit to human beinge). Othera were probably
always included in the message even though only brief reference to them
nmay ocour in some of tho summaries (the fulfillment of prophecy, the
indwelline of Christ for Christian hearers). Thus when the message was

delivered by the apostles it was delivered as & whole. The mesasage vas

& story, To split it, & unitary messege, & single story of aa eveny,
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is to desiroy mach of its meaning and effectivencns. To attempt to
prosent the nesstge outside the context of humnn nesd would have
pporeered lupousuible to the preachers and writers of the New Testament.
The preaching of owr study has virtuelly onitted essential elements in
the atovy, and 1% has time and agaln attenpted to present the story
ocutside tha context of the needs of its hearers. ¥e have lesrned that
it Included elements which are not only foreipgn to the keryzma, but
netually contradlevory %o its sense end import for people. From this
dour nicture the coneluslon must not be drawvn that all the preaching

studied voz non-kerygnatic, There wag a reourrent eamphasis on the

karysna amons some of the contributors, as the last chapter has indicated.
Howaver on the vhole the prenching examined ropresents e pulnit fare whieh,

whatover ite merits, cannot lay clain to close identificatlion with the

0
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