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*Teted for tne use of both Reformed and Luthersn. I

e In
uh:‘::":o:f instances the congregations were under one

nell and only alternated bohoen Lutheran

Shd Reformee, pastors. I:uthorana lnd Reformed cooperated
= Maneging the affairs of Franklin College at Lancaster
d 414 not conslder it out of place to have a Catholic
Priest Included among the trustees. The loveling process
in °°nf6§s}0ml natters was promoted by }'-ﬁtheran divinity
8tudents having to attend Harvard, Yale, or Princeton 1.f_ .
they wanted to complete their theologlcal education in America.
It was not until 1826 that Gettysburg Seminary, the first
Lutheran theological school, was opened. The religious
Magazine founded by the Ministerium in 1812 made a bid
for Reformed and ¥oravian subsoribers. In 1617 there
8ppeared the "Common Hymnbook™ in German which took the
Plade of the Muehlenberg Hymnal, was endorsed by Dr.
Quitman, end recommended by both the Lutheran and Reformed
Synods in Pennsylvenia. It may be tha“t the trend towards
union among these two conservative German-speaking bodies
Vias partly Gue to their common reaction against rationalistic
influences, but more important were the motives of
expedisncy gpowing out of intermerriege, & common language,
and the fact that the vast majority of people and pastors
knew little and cared less about the questions at issue

29
betwesn them.

—

29, A. R, Wentz, op. cit., pp. 120-121. Carl Mauelshagen,

. .::orieun Lutheranism Surrenders to Forces of Conservatism,
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3 The thirq Problem was the language. Mushlenberg
SQcheq 1

whatever language the people could best
e e2nd for that purpose mestered snd used three

88. But after the Revolutionary VWar the shift
towarq English became rapid. The Synod in Pennsylvania
Shangeq 1ts name in 1792, and introduced the wor;! "Goerman"
In 1ts t1tye. in 1805 at Germantown a resolution was
Passed thst only the German language was to be used in
8ynodical semsjc:ma.;50

Such were the problems facing the Permsylvania
Ninlsterium at the beginning of the nineteenth century.
Their roper solution meant that the Pennsylvenia Ministerium
Would be identified with the Lutheran Church. These .same
Problems faced the other Iutheran bodles oi‘ this period.

Early Beginnings in New York. _

At the beginning of the seventeenth century, Holland
Va8 an important sea power. Henry Hudéon, an Engliahuian,
working for the Dutch Enst I,dia Company, came to America
¥ith the hope of finding a passege to the Orient. He
discovered Hudson River and Hudson Bay. The Dutich erown
claimed all the territory along the Hudson River, réughly
. corresponding to New York State. The territory was called
New Netherlands. The prinmcipal city wes New Amsterdam. The
Dutch Rqformed became the established state church, Other

Teliglous groups were invited into the colony. There were

[

S0. A. R, Wentz, op. cit., pp. 122-123.
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me ;
n
!m » Franchmen, and ove':f Jews. The Germans were
1k - :
) ¥ Luthergns, In the colony the Germans thought
h.? 2 31

; themp‘:-l:avn the same liberty as they had in Holland.

vbo],g_cy e ¢y of the Dutch West India Company, unlike the

l'e]_,_..l ne Lutch government ltself, -excluded all other
&lo0us Loiles then the Reformed. Thoy not only had to

Wend the Rgformea services, but their children had to

Ve Yaptized ana confirmed in the Dutch faith. Governor

Stayvesant suppressed any attempt at cultivating the

Lutheran faj th.

By the middle of the seventeenth century the number of
Lytherans in the colony had grown to such an extent and thelir
8énse of religious oppression had become so deep that they
Tésolved to attempt an indépendent organization. They
fi:‘:;'st appealed to the Lutheran consistory of Amsterdam to
meke an appeal to the directors of the West India Company,
Nothing was done and four years later they repeated thelr
request. Iinally, in 1657 John Ernst Goetwamser came to
Aumerica. The R_formed pastors protested. Goetwasser was
PrOh.‘LbM::_etl from holding services er performing ministerial
@cts, but 1t was nearly two years before they succeeded in
having him deported. It was nbt until 1683 that religious
toleration was really in operation. A Quaker, punished by
Stuyvesant, demonstrated to the Company that any othsr
Policy would hinder the financial development in the colony.

—

2 Sl. Amsterdam alone contained 30,000 Lutherans, among
:l; the wealthlest and most enterprising people in the

* 4. R. Vientz, op. eit., p. 3l.

-
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However:, Just before this became effective, Ahelius
Zetscoorn, a Lutheran student, wns deported tn the Swedes
on the Dela-nro.sz

in 1664 the government of the colony was changed when
%o English comprlled Stuyvesant to surrender his fort and
town, New Amsterdam becems New York. The English governor
granted the Lutherans permission to call their own pastor,
but it was five yeam; before their pastor arrived. He was
Pastor Jacob Fabritius. Fe was 80 deppotic and irascible
that in less than two yeai-a (1671) he was compelled to
resign. La-t:er he took up work among the Swedish Lutherans
in Delaware, where his record was honorable.

Pa.br:l.tlus' successor was Bernhard Arensius, who
falthfully served the congregations in Albany and in New
York for twenty years (1671-1691.) For the rest of the

seventeenth century the pastorate was vecant. 'The Lutheran

.authorities in Amsterdam insisted that the Lutherans in New

York Yook after their own needs, sinca the English now
governed the country. In 1701 they invited Andrew Rudman

to become thelr pastor. However, he remained only two years.
In 17035 he ordained Justus Falckner to be his successor in
New York. Falckner served a large fleld. It extended some
two hundred miles, from Albany to Long Island:and included
settlements on both sides of the Hudson and in New Jersey.
Falckner served this field for twenty years. _ A._ftu- his

sal Ibid-, pp. 27"28. J' L. "‘“. OEO cit.. p.'”.




death in 17235, his elder broth;;, Daniel, supplied the
congregations in this field.

The German Lutheran congregations in the colony of
New York were made up of refugees from the Palatinate of
the Rhine. In 1709 Rgv. Joshua Kocherthal and a Lutheran
congregation settled Newburgh on the west bank of the
Hudson. Others settled at the foot of the Catskills and
in the Schoharie Valley. Later immigrants settled along
the Hudson. In all of these German parishes Kocherthal
was the pastor. He served this field till his death in
1719. Then for several years these congregations were
added to the Dutch charge of Justus chkmr.“

Falckner's successor was William Christopher Berkenmeyer.
The Lutheran Consistory of Amsterdam extended him the call
of the Dutch congregations in New York and Albany., After
considerable hesitation, Berkenmeyer accepted the call
and arrived in New York in 1725. Seeing that the field
was too large to be cultivated well by one man, he sent
to Germany for another minister. He himaelf took charge
of the northern field, while the southern field was placed
in charge of Michael Christian Knoll. Berkemnmeyer's son-
in-law, Peter Nicolas Sommer, labored in the Schoharie _
Valley. In the period following the work of Enoll and Sommer,
these congregations of Pslatinats immigrants were served
by Albany pastors until such time as more pastors were
available. By the time the New York Ministerium was organised

S33. A R, Wﬂntl, OEO °1t-' PPe 29-31. Je Lie n'".
Op. eit.! Pe 23¢ .
e o Re w.nt" OP. cit. 2. DPPe. 3l=-32.
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8upply of pastors had increased. -
First Synodical Organization.
' In this circle of ministers, Berkemmeyer was the
8
fder. Their perlod of sctivity is parallel to that of
¥
Uehlenberg and his co=workers and also that of the
__8‘1""“'8 missionaries in Georgia. The Berkenmeyer circle
refused to have fellowship with the group from Halle. This
¥as probably due to the Pletistic controversies which were
Agltating the theological world in Germany. By 1734 the
Lutheran churches of the Hudson Valley had formed an
@8sociation. The title was "Genersl Church Order for the 7
Congregations adhering to the Unaltered Augsburg Confession...
in the Province of New York and New Jersey." The very first
article of this constitution readss
All called preachsrs of the congregationa
ahall regulate their teaching and preaching
according to the rule of the Divine Word, the
Biblical Prophetical and Apostolic writings, &he
also according to our Symbollcal Books, the
Unaltered Confession of Augsburg, its Apology,
the Smalcaeld Articles, the two Catechisms of
Luther, and the Focrmula of Concord. They shall
not teach nor preach, either privately or publiecly,
anything against these, nor shall thejyjjuse any new
phrases vhich contradict them. 36
Though there is the record of only one meeting of thia
organization which was held at Pluckemin, New Jersey, in

August, 1755. This organization continued to exist until b

about the time of the Revolution (Letter of M. C. Knoll, 1774.)"

S

36. J. L. Neve, op. e¢it., p. 33. :
6. Quoted by K;ri'%roim;nn, The Atlantic District and Its

Antecedents, pp. 8-9,
37. TbId., p. 9.

y

ey
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New York Ministerium.

\ p.:::y: il‘!t synod to be organized after the Ministerium
"]-,5 £ anla was the New York Ministerium. In the year

» Rev. FP. A, C. llnehlenberg, son of the patriarch,
"vited & number of clergymen and representatives of
‘lffirlmt congregations to attend a meeting held at German
t""“‘“‘ln Christ Church in New York for the purpose of
°"8ln1ung & second synod. But the organization ‘a1d not
S%m to materfalize. There may have been a meeting in
1785, but the rirat synodical gathering on record was in
1786, The occaslion was the dedication of the Lutheran Church
in Albany on October 22, 1786. On the next day three
Pastors and their congregational delegates attended the
first conference. Seven pastors who were in this region
did not attend. " Dr. J. 6. Kunze was elected pruidont.aa

The doctrinal basis of the New Y rk Ministerium was
the same as that of the HMinisterium of Pennsylvanie to
which three of the pastors had formerly belonged. - Thus
the first constitution held to the "Word of God and our

o9
Symbolical Books."

—

- 133. J. L. Neve, op. cit.,p. 64. A. R. Wentz, op. cit.,
. Dr. John Christopher Kunze studied theology at Leipzig.
® came to America in 1770. He married Mushlenberg's
g;\;sh « He becams assoclated pastor of St. Michael's,
ladelphia, and also professor of Oriental languages in
:2' Univergity of Pennsyivania. In 1784 he accepted a call
New York in the hope that he might arrange a course for
T ologlcal students in connection with Columbia College.
A.:‘ hope failed on account of the war. J. C. Jennson,

N@erican Lutheran Biographies, pp. 444-445.
dpo Pe A. L. Graebner, Geschichte der L therischen Kirche in
b‘ﬁ_gig%; DP. 469, Karl gmann, Op. ©

[ p- L
* Bente, op. cit., p. 40. ;

A
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The confessional attitude soon.changed. The
Pennsylvania Ministerium revised its constitution in 1792
and left out any references to the Confessions. It did
not write a new constitution, but simply adopted the
revised constitution of the Pennsylvania Ministerium., The
New York Ministerium also underwent confessional
deterioration. In 1797 under the leadership of its
president, Dr. J. C. Kunze, passed this resolutions:

That on account of an intimate relation
subsisting between the English Episcopalian
and Lutheran Churches, the identity of their
doctrine and the nesr epproach of théir
discipline, this consistory will never :
acknowledge a newly erected Lutheran church in
pPlaces where the members may partake of the 40
services of the said Englksh Episcopal Church.

Dr. J. C. Kunze remained president until his death
in 1807. His successor was Dr. F, H. Quitman. Dr.
uitman had studied at Halle. The man who wielded the
most influence at Halle was Johann Semler, who had
Ploneered in the use of ecritical and historical methods
of Bible study and church h!story. Dr. Quitman was
frankly an exponent of the movement in the American Luthersn -
Churech known as "rationalism."” In 1812 he prepared an
English catechism as a substitute for Luther's, which was
Published with the consent and approval of the synod. This

catechism has no relation with Luther, for all the doctrines

40. Quoted by H. E. .Tncobl,'og. oit., p. 318,
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&re set forth on the basls of whether they can be
41
rationalized or not, In this catechism he denled the
inspiration and autrority of the Bible and set aside all
the main doctrines of the Lutheran Confessions.
The rationslism of Guitman was embodied in the

constitution which was revised in 1816.

And we establish it as a fundamental rule

of this association that the person to be

ordained skall not be required to make any

other engagement than this, that he will

falthfully teach, as well as perform all

other ministerial duties, and regulate his

walk and conversation, according to the Gospel

of our Lord Jesus Christ as contained in Holy

Seriptures, and that he will observe this

cors ti tution while he remains a member of

this Ministerium. 42
Congregations within the Ministerium ecould no longer require
the pastors to pledge themselves to the Confessions. On
the floor of synod doctrinal discussions ecould be carried
on only if "the fundamental principle of Protestantism, the
right of free research, be not infringed upon, and that no
endeavor be msde to elevate the Ministerium to an inquisitiorial

tribuhal "

"4l. "5. Q. Can any retional belief take place without a .
sure foundation? <
A. No, all unwarranted belief in superstition.
4. Q. Which ere the grounds, that ought to constitute
the basis of rational belief?
A. Elther natural perception and experience; or
the authority of -comgetent witnesses; or finally, unquestionable
arguments of reason. ]
Introductory Guestionsaand Answers to Part I, "The Articles of
the Christian Bellef," p. 6 in Evangelical Catechism: Or, &
Short csition of the Prineipal lﬁcErInn and Precepts of the
stian Hel on se of t ghes belongin
to the Evangelical %, theran Synod of the State of New York
F, H-‘Quitmn, De. D. Quoted bztv. Fonstés_o_g._c_s_,_ it., p. 25.
" 42+ A. L. Graebner, op. cit., pP. ®
43. Ibid., p. 679.




The major problem which confronted the New York
Minist erium was that of Rationalism. Its leader was
the president, Dr. Quitman. It can be sald that German
Rationalism was confined mostly to English-epeaking
congregations and most of these congregations were located
in the New York Ministerium.“

North Carolina Synod.

For more than a half century there had been a
mumber of Lutheran settlements in North G‘roli.m. Hany
of these had come from Pennsylvania, but some hed come
direetly from Germany. Before the Rovoiutiomry War pastors
hed been furnished by the Consistory of Hanover in Germany.
The Revolutionary War cut off this ministerial supply and
the Lutheran pastors felt that some kind of organization
Was necessary. The organization would- have the poior to
examine and ordain men to the mlnis,torinl office, In 1800
and 1801 revivals spread over the countryside and the
pastors decided to form an nrganization in order to ﬁrotoct
themselves and their people from false views and practices,
The result was the Hother Synod of the South, the North
Carolina Synod, organized at Salisbury in 1803 by four
pastors, Arends, Sgorch, Niller and Paul Henkel together
vith fourteen ley delegates. In the firat constitution -
no reference, not even b:- 1mplioat10n. 1a made to the

Augsburg Confession or the Lytheran Symbcln.' The title

44, J. L.. Rew,. OD. cit.. Pe- 68.

e E . 8
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]
Lutheran" does not even occur. The requirements of

ordination were:

No one shall be allowed to preach in our
Churches who does not furnish satisfactory
wrltten evidence, from the congregation,in the
midst of which he lives, that he leads an
irreproachable 1ife.

No one also shall be ordained to the ministry until
the minlsters who examine him are fully satisfied
that he has a sufficient and satisfactcry
acquaintance with the New Testament in the Oreek
languaze, his faith (doctrines of the ‘hurch) and
the Latin language, unless the Synod deems it
necessary to make an exception in the case of
a candidate who displays talents in another
direction, and in such a case the whole or a part
of the above rule may be dispensed with.... 46

In 1810 a resolution was passed permitting every pastor
to administer communion to those of snother faith. In the.
Same year the lMoravian G. Shober was ordained, Shober
retained his membership with the Horaviunu.4e Shober
became an influential leader in the Synod. Long before.
the North Carolina Synod was organized the pastors of
North Carolina had secured the publication of the "Helmstaedt
Catechism" of Dr. Velthusen. This was used for many years
&nd was known as the "Nérth Carolina Catechism.," It was
full of the spirit of German rationalism and the Lutheiaa
consciousneass of the people was dulled. In'1812 it was
unanimously resolved that Luther's Small Catechism was to be

48
used in catechetical instruction.

45. A. L. Graebnez', ﬂE. c’-t.. Pe 630. Tr‘n.ht.d by
V. Ferm, op. cit., P. #)e
45. G. D, Bernheim, History of the German Settlements and
of tile Lutheran Ctmreh in Narth and South Carolina, p. 376.
7. v. FG!"RII OE. Oit.. po 290
4G. Go De u;rnhoim, op. cit., ps 396.
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In 1817 there appeared the "Cemeinschaftliches

.Gesangbuch" which was to be a substitute for the hymn-book

Prepared in 1787 by Muehlenberg, Kunze, and Helmuth.
This hymn-boolk was endorsed by Dr. Quitman and showed the
rationalistic spirit of the times. This hymn-book was
endorsed by the synod in‘ 1817,
In a book prepared for the tercentenary uel;bmtiun
of the Reformation in 1817, Pastor Shober explained the
frticles of the Augsburg Confession in a Reformed sense.
He denied the Lutheran doctrines of the Lord's Supper and
of Absolution and advocated for a union of all Christian |

denominations. In the conclusion of this book -the

following remarks occurs

I have carefully examined the doctrine of the
Eplscopal Chureh, have resd many excellent writers
of the Presbyterians, know the doctrine of the
Methodists from their book FPortraiture of
Hethodism, and am acquainted with the doctrine
of the Baptists, as far as they receive and adore
Jesus the Savior. Among all classes of those
who adore Jesus as God, I find nothing of 49
importance which could prevent a cordial union.

However, it was this Synod which was the first since
fuehlenberg's time to adopt the Augsburg Confession as
its conTessional basis. This it did in the new constitutionm
of 1818 and it is significant that this constitution also
Provided that only ministers ordsined oz; 1licensed by a
synod in the United States could be admitted to the Synod

&0 -
of. North Carolina.

9. Ibid., p. 434. - . . . '
60. K. !Eo 'ﬁ'entz, OPe cit.. P 118. C. 0. n‘ﬂu'm’

op. eit., pp. 278-279.




