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ao. 

~bQa" word.a armo,mced. to the repreNAtaUvea o! all J2tio1JS ~t; \be 

Goapal of Chl"isi 11as fer all, Je-.: nm Gent.1la alike. W.LCl th&.t all. 
Z1 

file imports.nca of this wo.uderfu!. occa-

a 1on ia bpl.ied in t~ 'fard.icl of hiat.oq (Aoia 2 &47): ".6.Jld '1'.l• I.ord. 

added \o the church dail7 auch .. abould be aa-.ed.11 The ooMiD•nd a.114 

blpet.ua had °Hen elven to .t.po•ll•• &lid. CO.IIIIOA Ghriat.iau alike. 'Im 

challenge of ChriaUanlsiag the .-orl4 reaalaecl fort.baa and their 

follower• to aaawer. 

2. Stephen .. \be tonruaner an4 great. lllfl.ueDCe • 

.lD4 :tlrat to aD81Nn' thi• challenge, firat 'io cat.ch a &l,iapae of 

\he meanin« of Pentecoat., and firat. to co11prehelld. the all-iaoluatn 

acope of t.hia challenge an4 co- ad, waa l\epbea. 

J'or a moment, ln1* tor a--• o~, t.be flrat. aart.71' atepa 
t r.tr, tl'-..e full light o~ ht•t.or.,. 01!r inaigbt l!l\o hia 
gree.tneae 1e derind ai.oat aolel.7 froa \be record 0£ 
a "111€le apeeeh and a lincl• 4q - the las\ ape.ch hs 

ever ultared - the lut d97 o :l ht• mori&l life. 3~ 

!ha fact '1iat S\ephea al.om (a• ~ar aa reoorcla go) of all the .A.1>0•'1•• 

and 4-.eou •aa oharcecl with 41al07al'7 \o the tent• 0£ Pbarlaala 

i• proof of the 41:ttereD041 of hi• preaching from that. oi tile helw& 

a1. ..antler: •It 1a ao•t. prabe.U• that 1n Peter•• a1.a. w»a ha 
11aecl thia u:pnaai ... ••re no..._ - 1a41a\bo• all•ioa io lMl­
lie.-er• fro• other na,io•. 'bo• 1, cU.d not appear �~�~� adftoitaal 
im:por\e.nce tor him to ctv• 1, a en-tar pnai .. :ace ia hi• add.n••, 
a• it w.• hh coario\l•a. Iha\ \he OOaftrt• \o 0..S.•\!aal'7 :troa 
hea'1wllaa mt ~s.n, 'beooae J••·" Av&U'\ .. •...av. Ji•itn: 9' 
\he Plytinc and, .bNn1K gt UW Qbd1t111 A!IPTM ff \ht bt•'l••• 
P• a-,. 

U. �~� • .U.• All•• P• ?I. 



21.. 

\1oa of the word• of Jeaua nprdi:ac tAe a,ent aD4 aa,ure of Bi• 
33 

IiDC4oa. ~deace of S'9phen1 a faratgb,eclne•• and hie graap of 

the true intent of Jeaua, la the ainia\ry of thi• ploua deacon aaoac 

a7nagoguea attended 'b7 o\ber• tban J•• - the Libertima and 07ftn1aaa, 
u 

the Alexandriana, Cillclana, and Aalatica. ~heraore, ll!']tbn. 

414 not baTe to attain \h1a Ma\al. free4o• from the e\rict trad.Uiou 

of the PharlaM• b7 &UT laH41e.\e 111.raeuloua operatioa of the Boq 

Spirit. ilread.7 b7 Tirtue of hi• •ar17 \ralaing la Jlellen1a\1c eul.­

ture, be •a• free4 from theae fetters of Jewiah natiollali .. aml tra­

dition. Conaequentl7 it •a• far easier for hla to perceiTe the 
35 

11plrit of Ohriat1 a ....... 

33. •arrar aqa on thia polntz •'!bat which, in the a1n4 of a 
Peter, •a• atill but a grain of auatard aeecl, aowa 1n the ao11 of 
Judaiam, bad a1read7 crown, in the aoul{ of a Stepban, into a aight;.:,' 
tree •••• J'or them (the heln) the new wiDe of the ktngdoa of heaftn 
bad not 7et burat the old •i~•lclu •••• al tho~ the7 bel18Te4 '1lat 
their faith would aoon be the faith of all the world, there ia no 
trace that, up to thla time, tba7 ever clreaaed. of the abrogstlon of 
Moaai .. , or the free a4111aa1on of ,mcirouac1se4 Oelltll•• into a full 
equali'7 of apiritual priTilegea.• .Dli• p.78. 

M. !he entire aocouat of ltophea ia rooorclecl 1a .Acta 6 and 7. 
35. 1 1\9J)hen waa the forel'UJlller of the great Paul, in hi• per­

ception of Chriatlan truth &D4 the teatlao-, he bore to it, aa well 
a• in his conflict for it with the caru.l .r ..... who obat1nat•17 a4-
hered to the anaient au.DU.ng-poiat. It 1• ht«hl7 probable that h• 
waa flr•t in4~•41-7 hi• diaputatiou with the Belleaiata, to pre­
••nt th• Ooapel on th• a14e of it• oppoaltioa to Ule lloaaic law; 
to coa'bat the 'belief in the neceaalt7 of that law for the JuatifS.­
catloa and aaac,tfiaatlon of men, and what wa• coanec,e4 then 1'1'11 
it• perpetual obligation, and then. to ahow ~t the MW aplri\ of 
th• goapel tno4 U al\oge,her tro• the ou'1rard fora• of "114&1•; 
,hat the new apirit of rellcton required anent~ MW fora.• 
•&Jllller • .&• .£ll.., PP• 42.43. It 18 for Ulla reaaoa, -...17 that 
s,ephen ,raa the foreruaner of Paul, \hat ,hta important -n ia 
taken 1.a,o coui4era,toa at Uiia point. Paul learM4 llaCh fl'oa 
s,~hea. la fact. hrrar ooaJ•ctur•• tbat S.111 •icht eTen ha-.. 
been o.DB of tho•• aoaben of ,he 87JIIBCOCU who dlaputed wi\h Btapllea 
(Act• 6a9) and wa• oTenrhel-4 u4 iDHn.aed wiUl the eloctuaace of 
the deacon•• coaTictlona. 



n. 

Stephen wa• aarvred for h1a fal\h; and it 110u14 ••• that "1.\h 

his death thh new perception and w14er applloatioa ot Chrlat1aa truth 

8.lao died. ll1• m.art71"doa, l:loweTer, and t ·hat of the \bouaanda that 

followed him, wae the occuion of aprea41ng the Goepel bqo:a4 the laoun­

dariea of Paleatine - nen to the Gen\11ea. file 4el1TeraDCe ot \be 

Gentile• and their free redemptla11 b., the blood~ Chrlat were~ 

glor1oua to be aauffecl out with the l~• of Stephen. Alaoat, aa it 

were, :rrom the bloo4 o! thle fir• t ae.rvr ro•• a man like hi•, a 

3. Philip - the aample. 

~ work begun 'b7 Stephen, tho'Ugh ahortliTed., wu carried. on lll7 

hie collea«a,e, Philip. Until the tlme0 of ltephea• • clee.th apparent­

ly no jipoetle bad acted u if he had rece1Te4 &111' collll1••1oa to 

preach the Ooapill be7on4 the con:1'1Ma of J•rual-. l'roa what .. 

kl:lo• of the Apo•tlea, thq all :reaa1Da4 ln the o1'7, and. at in\er­

..-a.la were found at the temple. lSut peraeeutlon waa the haD4 that le4 

the earl7 church into wider field• of operation. :hllowlng S\ep):1ea1 • 

death Philip •tepped iA\o proainaDCe am .. nt \o 8-ria, where he 

attracted ll&JV' an4 led \hea \o th• Sanor. II 1• 1ntereat1Dg \o 

not• that Beaarla 1• the laml that Jeaua poiatecl to u 'being ._hlte 

the f1r•t place ou\•14• of Ja4ea in which the leapel waa preach.a ~­
M 

\er Pentecoat. 
S? 

~e Saaartt&M all4 \hat 1he7 4eap1eecl th• worahlp 11blch oealerel 

M. DJ.I.• P• 41. 
I?. John 419. 



•• 
38 

on Mount Gerad.m. In the e7ea of orthodox Jewe, SE1.aari tan• co"lll.4 

not belong to the faitbf'ul. :But thia reatrietlon 414 no\ hinder 

Philip at all. It was -probably because of tbi• tra41tional Tin 

bro~ht about b7 the ainiatr'7 of Philip. ~og~ther with hia E~llenla­

tic co-laborers, Philip \hen carried the Go9J>el eyen deeper into 

Samaria aDd diaciplea the ~ntilea, whereas the Jewiah Chrl•tiaml 
J9 

C&r'!"ied on peNoDlll eTaDgeli .. •olel7, pong \he ~tterect .re ... 

In hia ainiat1.7 Philip ga.ve the Gentile• the Goepel witbo,;t the Jlo­

aaic ceremonial; he converted. them to Obrie\ianit7 without aaking 

them Jewa first, thus carrying to compl.etioa the Ti..,. and prac­

tice• of Stephen. !rhie procedure wa• later aa.DCtloMCl. b7 Paul . . 

Lwce tell• of anothor eTe·D.\• perhape ot more importance 'to 

the young Church thsn the former - the oonTeralon of the e,um,cb of 

:Sthiopia (Acts 8&26-29). ~la co.11Yerelo11 we.a to proTe nen !IOl'e 

4ecieivel7 to the J•• •that the dq •a• at halld when the rules o~ 
40 

.Judain were to be regard.eel aa obeolete. • •1s uarrattn lllu-

tre. tea the progrea• of the ChrlatiaA faith. ~.eunuch.a proaeqw. 

was actual.IT (according to Daut. 2311) JIO\ penalttecl to lleeome a 

mnaber of the congregation of IsrMl. Ye\ Philip. acting Ullder 

d.irectlon. of the Boq Spirit, 41d. not heaita.te ia the leaat t.o bap­

tise him, bo1ng ooDYinced that the M.hloptan •ae a l>ellft'er in Go4 

and th:lt be wea i-eaq '° .. ecept the rem.•aion o~ •illa of~ere4 1'7 

""°!i" , .. :. _-. - ; . 
38 • .Joha 4130. 
39. Xeander, &• .Ail•, P• c;o. 
40. •arrar, .D• Jail•• P• 146. 



Chriet. Thus Phil ip bi' •aacraaent. of bnptt .. admitted. ,r:e cnumah 

into the co111111lJ11on o~ bel1efl>r• in which there 1a Mi tber Jn ZD2' 

42 
Greek , neither male nor felll&le, neither bon4 ~r tree, an4 he 

aho1red h 1 e vision o-r the Ohrhtia n Oh'arch as being 1nt1n1 tel7 wid.er 

a nd. more spiri tlU\l U JR.n thfl lloaaic r1 t\181 woul.d e1low. 

~. Peter e nd Johll confirm the work of the Helleni•ts. 

•Jlow when the apostle• which were at Joruaa].ea be~rd 
that Sa.Ilaria had rece1Ted the word of God, the7 Mnt unto 
them Peter and .John: who when the7 were CON do••, 
prqed for them, that the7 a1gbt rece1Te the Bol7 
Gh.oet ••• · 'lhen laid the7 their band• on. the&, a nd t.he7 
rece1Ted the Bo}T Ghost.• 43 

'lhe aother Church at Jeruaalea apparentl7 kept constant 1111per­

Tiaion oTer the d.nelopment and. e2:p&D8ioa ot the Clmrch, tor the 

Apoatlea at Jeruaalea aent Peter and Jolan to oTera .. the work 

done b7 Philip. !hia actioa of the Jeruaal• Church 1n41caM4 

their 4eaire to pr•••n• tbe uai'7 of all belieTVa Wiler the 

direction of the Ap,atl••; an4 in thie e&N • tile lqinc 011 of 

ham.a we.a DO\ ao au.ch & manlfeaktion of \he 8pirlt1 a power .. -

1Jlllllcat1011 of the ual'111g into one bod7 (of Chriat) both Jewiah 

" an4 8-ritan Chriatiau. 

J.arlDC th• .aatter of Peter'• brief JoiDt-la'Mr• with John 1a 

8.-rla, tor a •tlMb' ot the allli•tJ'7 of Peter, recorded. ia Act• 9 to 

•1. Pun••• 111. hi• fUar\•IJ•e117 \• \IHt 4n•\gltc Aa. &4clsa 
•as.a coll'ftn1oa waa lo llak• n17 pnperq repreaeatat1.- ~ ,he •1 .. a-
iac aee,1..,. of the goapel •••• flle progre•a •• ao, aool4an,a1. ~t 
41Tbel7 1Jl,ell4e4 aJl4 cul4ecl. • P• 6'. 

42. o.i. a12a. 
'3. Act• 811•.1~.17. 
44.PurfN, &• Jill.• PP• 13.14. 



a aore li'beral a\tUucle in '1le aaUer of Gentile a4aiaa1011 1ato the 

Kio£Clom. Hie stq with 11aon the tama.er wu aometbing ,mtboupt of 

among atrict Jewe; bu\ he thereb7 in41ca\ed '1lat he had aiDCe aaaa­

doned "Babbinic acrupuloaitiee•. Durlnc hia stay here Peter au.at baTe 

ponder .. aer1ouel7 within himself'-- important probl ... \bat aeedect 

a eolution o'f the proper kill4 it the Church wae to "Precl'e•• a.t all: 

(1) th~ relation of the Church to the Gentile• and (2) the relation 

of Jew and Gentile Cbrhtian• alike to the I.tti tical law of Moaea. 

The se pr'()ble .. nre to ~1Te their cilT1ne eolutioa in the dq8 tha\ 

followed. Pe\er•• aubeequ.ent deal~nge with Corneliua &Dd the a\ti­

tllde he diapla;red 111 thoae traneactiona bear out aore full7 hi• 

etand on the 1nclue1on of Gentile• in '1le Church. •or the preeent. 

e_u!:f'1ce it to •"7"• Peter waa adTanci11g rapidl.T to~ ~, wider 

Tiaion of the bound.arie• of the citisenahip 111 Cbriat•a ~lucdo•· 

Am. ae a ••al ll];'On the actiona of ihe ~atle, the Boq Spirit cle­

acended upon tho•• to whoa Peter waa aill1riertnc. !he mother Chureh 

howeTer, wu 41apleaaecl with the roport• ihq had receb•d oonoe:ra.-
415 

ing hla .. thod of deal1~ •1'h thne 0.11.tile• • 

Peter had bold.l.7 defen4ecl hi• ·actioa. 

45. ~eta llsl-3. 
46. Act• 11:4-17. 
47. Act• llsl8. 

... 
414 \he7 ftnall.7 concede 

47.48 

48 ....... 111 a footaote on Peter•• actiTh7 aaonc the a.a,uee, 
aa7•1 •lfb.et Peter JIii.de DO •craple of iacorporating Genlll•• bT ltaptiaa 
w1,b the Chrie,tan carob, aigh' waquee,tonabl.J' N 1.nfnsze4. 1f ha 
shunned ao\ to eat and drlllk with til-. Still we aight wl\11 •qwt.1 cea,. 
:ttDllenoe t~er. that a Jewiah teacher. no ha4 no acr11pl• \o aclalnleter 
'bap U .. tc .. nttl••• aipl •' ce• to lhe oonoluaioa to co-i4er \baa 
of equal rallk in tu ChrbtiaB \beooraq, aD11 adai\ lhea \o eTeZ7 Jc1ll4 



215. 

rootnote Io.48, cont. 
ot lntercourae. »ut \houp Peter a1'terwarcl• rec1coned the pu'blleat1oa 
of the Oo•pel aaong the heathen a• \he epeclal oalltng of Paul. alll1 
the publicat ion ot it AIIODC the Jna u hh oWD. it 1• • no 11Je&D8 

oontradictor;y ,hat h•• when a apeoial 4.-m waa ma4e ~n hla• ahoa14 
8JCerc1•• bi• alniet17 UIODC the hJltllea. • &• ..ali• • P• 61.62. 
7ollo•111g the exaapl• of Philip, when Peter &DSWM'~ Conwltua. he 
assured hiJtl. that he di4111 t have to alter hie ltel1ef at all, but that 
all \hat •a• nec•••&r7 •u to kMp the faith that he alreadT bad. 
Thi• tagaln was an arcua-at agal11.11t ~ .. iah nat1onal1••• 

l 
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... 

PA.UL' S BACKGROtmD .ABD l!'ACTORS I'Nl'LUJ:JCIJm HIS LATER A!"fff.tJD!!S 

A• nidenced by the mlnlat.17 of StepheD, Philip, and a fn of 

the .A.poet.lee, the rlew• toward Gentile• had alreac!T beco .. cou14er­

abq more tolerant than the;, ha4 beeD 1n th• alnda of the J .. • at 

the time Chrlet ascended. ill thie, honnr, wu _..17 a pn111le . 
to the moat. prom111ent charncter in the drama of Geatlle •l••loa work -

Paul the Apoetle. 'J'arrar •q• of bi.a: 

It wu he alone who wa• God'• appola\e~ 1:natrwaent to 
reud.p,r :pouible the un1Teraa1 aprea4 of Cbr1atiaa1~ .. 
aJM\ to lq de~y, in the hearts of ~opeaa clmrcbn Uw 
aolid baaea of Christ.end.om. As the A.poetle t4 the Gen­
tile• he was pre-ellinantl.7 and Da41eaaaril.7 the A:poatle 
ot freedom. of cul.ture, of the understandlng;49 

It is kl Paul that Christianity owes a debt of gratitude for hla 

ema.nc1pat1on of religion .from the intolerable 70ke of leplt... JU.a 

clear viaion ~ UDderet&lldi~ of the tl'U8 ap1r1t of the papel of 

Christ was largel7 reaponaible for hi• t ... •• the greateat aiaaloa­

ozy that traftled the face of the earth. Beace the great.er part of 

this theaia will d-.1 with his attitude toward O.a\ilea, the alti­

tude t.bat we.a beblr.4 hie treaeDdoua seal M» wia alao \he 0.Ja\lle 

eoul• for Christ • 



2"I'. 

1. The influence of hia pagan enviromaent.. 

In calling Pau1 to the high office of ..lpoa,le to the Gentil••• 

the Bol7 Spirit did not chooae blindJ.T one who needecl. a coaplete tran.­

formation in mind. aoul, and bocl7. ln order to lte able to accoapllah 

that which was placed before him. Be choae one who wa• aoat i4ealq 

auited to the work, ou •lao•e 'backp'oun4 pr~ed. hill well ~or U.. 

creat miaaion. In order. therefore, to undera\an4 Paul'• at.tit.me tul.17, 

it 1• neceaa&r7 that we get an insight 1.nto hi• background., into \be 

element• that helped mould the ~aaa 7011\h into the llliaa10Da17 of the 

ages. 

»c>rn of Jewillh parent&• a Roman cltis•n in a. Greek world, Paul waa 

the heir o! a v;::.r1-colored herit.8£9. His adUC&tion, Wider the w.riecl 

ira:ilueDCe& of Helle:rd.am. Juda.iu, am Rome holped grea.tq in pr&pariDC 

h1m for hi• taak. And thro~ all t.hia :torm&tive period 111 the lUe o~ 

the groat Mias1011&r7 Apostle, Paul never ceased to te a. le&rwar. Be llaAe 

u.ae of all theae erryiroDDental. f'&ctora, and co~ciouaq so. for he 

frnnkl.¥ a.4.llitted himself to be "debtor both to G1"eek amt Barbar1&n•. ~• 

firat auch influence to come under cou14eratlon ill that. o! pe&&n1 ... 

Comcon p8€JUli ... 

Paul had the bree.dth of outlook to und.crstall4 paf:an1 ... to 

appreciate what waa best ill it, while he i n. turn waa able to be UJld•­
atood b7 1,agtU1lam, even vhen pap1liam did not l'.ccept his Ooapol. •With­

out al>an4C>nlllf; ,;bat he felt to be permaneu.t, thll.t la dlvlll.8, 1n hla 

111.b.erited Judaiam, aul certa1nl¥ remninin« true to hi• Ullder~taidinc ~ 

the gospel of hi• Rlaen Lord. St. Faul. at the •a.me time, owe4 a 4eb\ 



28. 

50 
:that cannot be meaaured to Hellenism.• In hi• later letter• one C&R 

detect his a;ympathy towards all the pa.*ient gropings of the Gentile 
51 

mind in search for the truth of lite. thouch he aq not haTe approTe4. 

of the methods the;y emplo7ed. Be recognised the working of God. and the 

goodness (what little there might have been) ln pagan faitha: and he 
52 

used pagan words alld ideas in presenting the Goepel of Jeaua ~lat 

50. 11st. Paul could not fail to be infiuen.ced b7 the vi'Yif71og 
thought of the great onea of the pa•t • even when he bad no dlrect kllowl­
edge of Ood and immortality was part of the aacred heri\age which he ba4 
received from hla own people a nd fro• the ilnledlate influence, in Jeaua 
Christ on hie life •••• Still it could not be without influence, iA · 
moulding and in modifying his thought, to find idea• and bell~• of purel7 
pagan origin which were, at l eaat in eoae meaaure, cogDate to tho•• which 
he bad inherited and derived from hi• R1aen Lord and fro• Judai ... 
Thoma• Wileon, St. Paul apd Paganbm, P• 38 • .D!M,. • P• ?. 

61. Wilaon note• three formative elements in the fashioning of the 
Apostle intellectually, religioual7, &lld morally - Jewlah, Chriatian, am 
ps.gan. The first he •peaks of a.a being the foUJJdation, the second, the 
chief life and inspiration, awl the third a.a the odornaent aDd orientation. 
"When he became a Chrlatian missionary, and had. dail7 intercourae of the 
moat direct nature with pagan belief• and practice•, hi• lntereat would. 
be at once increaaed and deepened. While holding a tenacioua grasp, 
alike o! what he believed to be wortbT in hi• anceatral faith, aD4 ~ 
the gospel of Jeaua Christ ae he UJJderatood it, he recognised that the 
pagan relig1ona were, in thelr own Tf8T; a aeek1n,; a!'ter God, that tbelr 
s ea:.ch bad not been altogether in vain, aDd that for thi• reaeon th8J' had 
aomething to tell him which muat. be to hia spiritual advanu«e, eTeD 

thd'gh he we.• boih a Jew and a ~latlan. • .w4• pp. 29. 30. 
52. On one point \11laon goes too far and that la, that he claiaa 

thnt pagani .. modified Paul'• Ohriatlan belief'a. •tt aa:::r be tbat 1 1n at 
leaa t one caae, a part of the church hltharto regarded as Jewiah, waa in. 
realit7 Gentile. Th••• Gentile• brought with th- into the Christian 
Church a rich •~re of pagaD lore and belief. When the7 became CbrlatlaD, 
that. no doubt, ..-ant that the7 recognised the auperlorlt7 of the 
Christian faith to what the7 had hUberto belieTed. It meant alao a break 
more or lea•, with thelr paat belief• aDd practicea. ht, inaaauch aa a11 
that paganiam of the foraer c1a79 bad not been altogether alien to the 
mind of Goel, and lnaaauch a.a there 11118\ ha.Te been in &JV" ca•e a gr•t 
deal of read,Jut .. nt of Tie••, St. Paul auat continuall.7 haTe ha4 to d.eal. 
with doctrine• aDd practice• of pagaa1 .. which could har4lT fall to i:a:tlue ... 
and e'f'8n to aoclif7 hla owa rellgioua outlook.• .DK• p. 4?. 

1 



more clearly to them. 

The Stoic philoaoplJT 

Scholar• disagree aa to whether the -,.te17 religions and the 

Stoic philoaopq were influences in Paul•• 111'e. Those who eq that he 

waa ao i~luenced baae their argument• partl7 on the YOe&bulaJ"7 of Paul, 

which admittedly doee contain worcla cbaracteriatic of the ·philoaophic 
53 

filOralbta of hie dq. ~ta. howeTer, 1• b7 no meane sufficient gro"Clllda 

for proof' of auch a theo17. True, Stotciu did ha.Te llaD,J' ideal• COIIIIIOD. 

to the Chriatian aml Jewiab ideal•• but muat thia neceeaaril7 force one 

to believe that therefore Stotciem influenced Christianity, and hence 

Pau1· a1ao? On the other hand, it -waa common knowlea«e that the Stoic 

prided himself on being a citisen of the world, •charged with a spirit of 
54. 

brotherly love towards all men•. Milt~ helpfulneaa, aocial aerrlce 

and aelt-aacrifiee were to the Stoic, neceaae.rz: 4utlea, in Tie• of the 

"common huaan1tr'. Ia comprehe.naive outlook alld zeal in carrying 011.t 

it• pri.ociplea, Stoicism b nm.ch in bal"JIIOn;y with St. Paul'• philoaop)v' 

of 111'e. He •imile.rl7 broke through the ahackl•• of Jewiah tra41tion and. 

legaliaa, amt the restraint• put on the Goapel ~ the 70ung Chriatiaa 

Church at Jeruaalem, b7 declaring \hat there tam clU:terence betweea 

Jew or Greek, boJld or free, mal.e or feaale in Chrlat Jeeua. IA&aauch 

53. R14dl.e sake• the claim that one ta led to concl114e \hat Pal 
bad no •79.P&\t>T w:U.$eTer witil p._. reltclo• or philoNJ>h7, aDd that he 
mad• JIO uae of thea. ·~ taflu.aoe which the7 exerted waa e:t:fect.ed 
lAl11rectq aD4 al.toaetaer wo.ucloul.7.• DD..:La W. Bi441•• Paul, Hen tf 
Cqptliq\. p.38. p.40. 

M. Wllaoa, Jm• Ji.il• • P• II, 
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Christian circle•, one can eae1l7 aee that Stoici•• 414 baTe a broe.4.ea­

ing inf'luence on the thinking and later· practice of Paul. · Coueq,uently, 

on the baeia of the •tatement• and mmaerou• aourcea 'b7 authoritiea on 

the aubJect, one ce.n conclude that iz1aafar a• Paul'• thought and practice 

had something in comaon with Stoiciem and Juda.lam (or Chrlatianit7) alUce 

he was not influenced b7 Stoiclam; bu~ inaefar a.a hie thought and 

practice w11.s very eimilar to that of the Stoica onl.7, but not of J-

a!!.d other Chriat1ana, he ws.s 1n.fl.uenced b7 Stoichm. For where the former 

condition exiuted, it ie DO more than reaaooable that we attribute the 

influence to that elemout which had a atronger part in hia life, namely, 

Judaism (and Chrietianit7). 

Of cour•e, in this treatment, we do not for ·& ainute disregard the 

all-iaportant factor in Paui'• life - Cbrlat. Paul bad tc meet and apeak 

with Stole• thro~out hi6 miasi0Dar7 exploits, and hie earl7 experience 

with them helped him to meet th• on their owa groUJJd later I for nearly 

everywhere he went, the effect• of Sto1c1am were preaent. Stewa?'!t suaa 

up the aubJect: 

!fhat the apoetle, tbea, kuw the ~in Stoic trends of thought, 
and that here and there he has aff.lled hlmaell of thoir 1deaa, 
eeeaa to the present writer quite certain. !'he Stoic'• •b1J:maD1t.aa•, 
hi• belief in a diTine principle or 10&0•, hi• practice of aelf­
exaaination, hi• call for inward renewal, hie atriDgent crlticl .. 
of contemporary aocle-t.7, hia advice aa to the au.'1Jal exchaJlo) of 
apiri ual. ezperlenca• between kindred •oul•, hi• ha.bit of 
yrs.7er - the•• and other similar feature• predlapoee4 the 
Clir1a\1aa preacher to aee ia Stoic1 .. OJMI of the 1.1•• a1oag 
which pagani•• waa W1Coaaciouaq being prepared. for Ch:ri•t. 
At the same time. Paul'• debt to Stoic 14eaa and terainol.og 
11U11t not be overe•U.aated. !o ~ that hi• epi•U•• •ho• a 
k.aowledge of ideas 'Which were i.n the air when he waa writing 
4o- not at all imply depead.ence. It certailll.J' clo•• not 
imply tbat Paul had ever atteDlled lecture• la a S\oic achool. 
It ai11pl7 lapliea that the ll&Jl w.a ilatell.•e-~1111117 awake. 



In a.JJT cnae, tbeorie• of dependence auat. i'all to the grouad 
before the fact that Stotclaa itself, for all lt• nobllit7 
and ear.neatnaaa, ••• in certain fundaaental and eaaential 
aapect.e the 4irect~t1theaia of the Gospel which Paul. waa 
chs.rged to preach. 

31. 

Turning 11aw to the IQ'etery religions to which St.. Paul la said 

to have owed so IIU.Ch, one does fi.DCl on the aurf~ a few reeemblancee 

to the teaching of Paul. !he ll7ateries purported. to han the answer 

to the cow.:on yearnlnc of all men for aal..ation, libert7, aDd 

Appeaaement with God. ~hey offered ·1:nu1ortallt7 b7 direct contact 

wlth the god, and thla cont.act waa to result in a cb.E.Dge in \he 

peraon. So much on the nature of the 9Tete17 religions, but what 

about ita 1r&i'luence earq in the lite of St, Paul? !ho,ach t!len cult• 

v.ere DO doubt opera.ting ln Taraua, 1t 1• uaaafe to gin them credit. 

for h&Till£ lllUCh effect on the .A.poatle. Ia hi• later life, hot1. .. Ter, he 

de!i.nit.•17 caaae into clo11er con\act with thea, aDd f/8.e perhaps JION 

influezaced. st .. art and other Paul.im echolar• 'bram a• •Ul18cient1f1e• 

teachi.JJC11 to '118•• 1'T•ter1ea wi~out flrat seekine the aolution 'b7 
61 

tracing them t.o 014 Teatament or1g1u. 

55. Jwa Stewart. 4 Her S.a Qbrlfl, PP• 259.60. 
56. B970ad \hi• oaa can bar4l.J' l!P, u far u \be ldlu.llOe o~ 

\ha M7aterlea oa Paul 1 ~ are coacar...i. for \he ao111'ce• clealillg with 
thi• llllbJect are •o •eacer. 



•• 
In aummarizi~ the conaideratioza of Paul'• •debt• to pac&ni••, 

it is eno1Jgh to sq that Paul coul.d not help but bre&the the 

Hellenbtic, pagan atmosphere that aurrourided him in hia hometo .. n 

of Tarsus: but one muat be very cautioua in giving \heae var1oua 

cul ts any more crodi t than \he7 deserved. In aupport of this Stnart 

( 1n tUI·n . reinforced b)" l'lernle o.Dd other Pauline acholar1) declaret1 

cmph~ ticall7: ·~his was a man in whoae personality a Tital conversion 

e.xperience had let looae creative powera.n lfhe more credit that 1a 

{;iYen p~nism for Paul'• thoU&11t, the lee• the Boq Spirit reetiivea 
57 

Hi1- c.ue. l'urthel'more, 1:f' the tnodament.81 fact that Christ lived 

in Paul had at all timoa (11.Dd to all -men) received the prominence 1\ 

dtn.1 e1·vas, thEi idea oi' l'aul • s .tremADdous debt to pacanbm would be 

mi.1111.llisod, if' not utterl7 erased. 

2. The 1nt1,.ien.ce of hie l'be.rieee and llabb1n1c tra.1111ng. 

~A Hebrew oft.he Hebrews; as touching the law, a Fharisee; ••• 

i• Paul'• verdict of h1uelf aa a Jew. It ia t.rua, aa .Bic14le aa;rs. 

\ha\ the gree\eat 1nflv.enoe on Paul•• later nrk aJJ4 a,tilm• ... 
58 

hl• Jewiah ho .. and educalloJae:1 'bacq;ro11114. !hroucbout hia wrt.tlJaga 

•• can trace iA .Paul a 4eep regret that. hle owa people. choaen aD4 
19 

'bleaae4 • ao,. spurned Ule loapel. Alli he lt.1aNU aade eYfl'7 

lf1. -Stewart, &• .I.U•• P• '16. 
68. :&1441•• Jm• .Ill•, P• 29. 1, i• t.o M 'Wl4eratoo4 that lb.la 

\.beala ooacerm ltaeli 1'1\h the Apo•U•'• ..r .. t•h ltackcn'IUl4 aa lt-, 
haTe at'fecud hla at,lt'lllll• toward Uae imcl:ul•a o~ leatll•• la Ul• 
Chureb. Wba\eTer o\bn' lafluue• .. r• exerte4 oa hi• lU• are •' 
pez·Ua.Jit. '° tile auJeo• aD4 heaee will •' aoae la\o ceul4eratlea. 

69. ••C• ao.. 3121 l1S1 eto. 
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effor\ \o win oTer hi• ldu .. 11. accord.inc to \he fi••h· And 'beiac 

\he aon of' a atauach J .. iah faa1J.¥ • he .... ..nt to Jerwaalea a\ U.. 

ac• of t.hlrteea \o becia hi• a\udi•• at the •obool. of ,m ~bia. 

'fbe Rabbinic achoel tihat he oho•• .bad aoaewba\ \o do with hi• ou\­

look in later lite, for lt waa to the achool ot Gaaal1el \hat Paul'• 

i'arre.r IUl;Y&Z 

A Fhar1eee in heartfelt ••al for the tradi'iioDII of hi• 
fatbera, he 7'e\ bad none of \he narrow ezclualftM•e 
which o.baract.arhed Shewmai, the rival of his o-andt'ather. 
and the bar4 acllool which Sha 11 toUD4e4. Kia ll'Nral-
1 Q' of intellect allowed 1 taelf ia Ula peraiaaio11 of Papa 
11\erature; hh l.argeuae of h~ 1a the \oleraac3owhich 
breath•• \hrough hia 9»eech bfdore t.he Sam,.edri».. 

It ia altogvt.her lik•l.7 'inat duriug hi• trainiDB 11Dder auch .:. 

thi• willd.oa &Dd •79J>at.het1c UDd.erataD41;ac. Te\ nea 1A the aol:aool 
61 

o~ Oaaaliel Faul. •aa '-11cht to ebHrf'e the law strictq. .ll-

though Mau.a\ have labored at uepla.g n-e17 io\a of the mmeroua 

&o. l'arrar, &• Jill.•. P• 26. 
61. J'arrar claaaitl•• P&lll with -;he '!ell-- •IIV'hlD&-•re­

,o-d.o-&&ld-l-•Ul-4o-1t1 Pbari•-•· liii•• pti 16. 
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within until Cbr1at en\ered his lif!e.
62 

We au.at adm1t that the earq 

•DT1ronn1ent. and training of Paul bad. anch to 4o in shaping hi• later 

thought, bis later attltwlea in regarcl to Gentiles. •ven so, it 

must have laeen a tremendous and radlca.l chaJtce for him to accept 

wholeheartedl.7 the religio:a. of Chri•t. a.nd that in such a ahori time. 

The explana\ion 1.e well expreased bT Jrean4er: 

Certainly for those who gradual]T paaae4 over to Chria\laa-
1 V from Phariae.io J'Uda1_sa, a comlderable time 111f:ht he.Te 
elapaacl bef'ore the spirit of Cbriatlam.t7 coul.4 41nat. it.ult 
of the Pharisaic f'orm. But it waa otherwiae with Paul •••• 
who w1 thout a.11,7 such gradual truai \io:a., had bee:a. aelzed 
at e. critical moment b7 the power of the gospel, aDd f'rom 
beiJJg it• most violent enea;y, had becoae ita moat seal.oua 
con:t'i,asor; ••• !hue from the beginning by 1ll1ainat1on of the 
Spirit alone, and according~ \he gu.idance of Ohriat'• words, 
he bad been taught, in nll it• f'reedoa and depth, the genius 
of the gospel in relation to Judalem, wi \bout having bis 
view• modified b7 the i~uence of Peter alld thoae Christiana 
of Hellenistic 4eacent, who had al.readT preaehed the goepel 
among the Gentiles. . It waa in conaequence of this, that 
Paul tacit.a •o •trongl.7 the in41gm.i.t1on of the Jm. Oil the 
other hs.nd., the prospect opened ~~ h1a ot a w1Aer sphere 
of e-.cti4n among heathen. nations. &a 

62. Stewart bolds tlu>.t Paul waa 1kt g:rea'tl.7 intluenced b7 the•• 
lea• deairable \ralta of ~1•&1•• •,r• ...._ nol laac1• for 
e. mC>11.ent that religion 'fpr him ever decenerated into the. mixture 
of aelf-4.eceptio:a u4 ...Uhl, raJlk bipocrur which tbrut ltael.1' 
!on,ard ao cballeJl&ingq in~ the path of Cbriat, e.114 brought dowa 
upon tha ffJ7 name of Phm-1•• nch cnahhc wJl"CI.• of waralng u4 
rebuke and doom. ht the eSBentlal cbaracter1at1cs of Phoriaa1BII -
it• clogu.H.c U81IJ'all0• that the t.raditlo• of' \he f'a\hen oonta1Mcl 
the who le truth and that therefore 11D - nvelntton n.a to 'be 
looJcecl for, it• a\er.nallslng of a-•• cl1l\T to Goel, 1\a glo27-
ing in good worka, 1te legal notiona of th• relation aulaelet1»€ 
'ben .. a \he lnaaD am. the cl.in•. U;a iauer harcbln• - the•• ~ 
Paul could no -:!:Ore escm,o than cculct &ZIT other coAT1nced and thore.,_ 
plnc Phart.aee. llew~-'ba.t aural.Jr \Mir 1-l.eflll. lJltlueaoe uaen-
ed iteelf, with & grip th3.t ~ege.Jl to choke the ver7 life of his so1il, 
an4 in the em it wok the atroag llaal• of tu rs. ... Cbrlat to 
wrench him clear.• &• ~; P• 38. 

U. •euaer .. .D.• .td.1•, pp.S?.18. 



·~-
a. Paul. 1 • backgroUJld. contraate4 with that of the heln. 

!'b.UJJ the m&n. •ho. more than e.J!7 other, we.& ree'J'.'ODdble for 

the re.pi<!'. apreed of Chrtl!!tlanity in the s Arly ye~~ o~ tho l1ew 

'J'e~ttlm'lnt, watt led b7 thf!. P.11-wiee e,dt1nnce of Qod throu{l;h ex­

')'.'er1.ene(ls of TI1ried Il.l\tures end types, t h a t he might b'! mou1ded 

into thPt ontt!ltanding messenger, t'he !l@aloua !d.SF:ioDtU'l" that 1r2.s 

P aul.. Bie back~oimd eoTered a wicle terri tol'J"; net en bis oontem-

a nd 1 1~or~nt• • p ot!lsee111n~ no outstsnd.ing 1ntellttetna1 or 19ftdar­

sh1J.) qualities, snd eert~inly no tra its ~he.t wou!.4 lead the Ct1ei1c4'1 

ob11erTer t o think flf them a e able lee.l.!er• (thou~ th~ ~1ti 'beco•e 

tha t thro,igh the working of the Roly lputt.) ill the ~hil~ h'al -

then Saul - wa• •1\ting a:t the feet of the moat learned of the dq, 

1.mbtbing Ule deepest th .. logical learning the Jerlah nation hac1 

to offer. 'fhe narrow nperiencea of the helTe naturall.7 led to 

a r11tb.er narrow world-nw or l:tngdom-new, wheres• Pa111, wt.th hl• 

wi~e ra.nce of coatact• and e.rner1••••• W&• equt~ wt~ 11 ltroa4 
M 

Tieton of Christ for all me.n. Jflfl aud Cha,ile altn. 

~e rictorlout1 ene97 o't heathen ~hilo•~hy an4 hea\bn 
,n,nhlp ha4 paaaed hl• bopood -id. \he heathen raTo111111-
1ng11 of a phUoaoph1o el:\7. lfhe 4..al1ea\ antagoaial of 
Jadalo aclual-n••• waa 'b7 -lrUl a Be'brew of the Beltr-. 
flie 4Nl.er of \he 4•th-wo,ml \o \be aplrtt of Pllariaat .. 
was a J'hari••, a •on of Pbart•••: hal 'been 'bro11«ht up 
troll Jd• 7outh at Jen.aal• at the feet of fJamaltel... 66 

84. 'the 1nt4ntt.on i• 'b7 no meau to a1ntatse I-he \'lrelTe for 
Uieir lack of operleao•1 the p,arpen l• aereq \o polal to \be 
4U'ferenc• in tralmmg -•tween Paul. em the !'w91n •• a p~1a1 
a:pl.alle.\loa tor l.a\er 4itten•• la attihlea \OWU'11 1aclualoa 
of Oealll •• ln the Dng4ea. 

U. hlTar, .IR• .ail.•• P• a. 
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CIIAMa :rr. 

P.ll;JL1 S AftiflJD& .AS DIIPLADD n BIS LlnJI llllIHRT 

l. Paul fit for the cb.alleage facing hta. 

Rte pereonel.itT n.tted to hie eslltng. 

file faetore 0~ Paul.'. earl7 lite, h1.• training, enYironment, 

etc., that Ye!'e in:tl:uentiel. in bringing altout thoe• attitudN 

1a him which he later wuiifeeted in lettere an4 mtn1•t1"7 a~~~ 

the Gentilea have e1ree.d7 been touched upon to eome anent. lt 

ia on the baeie ot thie UD4en,tan4t.ng ot the JMDT And Tal'Yin« .i .. 

meats that 8od in Bis w1e4om uaed lo make Pa-al Bis instrument, 

that we r roceed to Paul'• minie\1'7 :proper. Ae an overvi-, t.b.9n. 

to a. fuller a;,prectatton of hie decieioM, J>1"0CedUJ"ee, allu, and 

atttt'l.ldea, it 1a blpcrtant to achieve a 4eeper 111111ght t.ato hie 

peroo~1'7 tr.alts - thoee which parttc.ffllarq J'M'tatnec! to his 

Gentile 111init1t!'7& the lee.dS.JJ« ideas ~ hie mlaeioa preaching; and 

hie ethics and world vie1r. fttbout a dou\, theae f'aetnrs .Ul 

e4 1n thi• theala. l'or the preeent, however, a men oTerTiew 

will aufftoe. 

of Paul, hi• ao,1 ..... Md t.hinlci~ aa 41d the biogaplter ~r 

x, 1• to hie (Pau1'•) vndauat.S. 4etel"llinatloa. hi• clear 
Tieton. ht• ac,nl lofttn .. •, that .. are iall.eltt-7. ~or 
the _..lpa.Uon of reltgloa tna Ule la\elenltl• 70b of :::. 
legal o'b•el'ftJION•••• It •ae Ile aleM who we.• lo4'• ap­
polat.. iu\ruea\ '4» realer JIO••lltl• tile vaS:nrea1 qir 11t 
of ObrlatiaD.lQ', an4 to lay 4Np i• \he bearh of hn-


