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I. OBLIGATION TO THE UNCHURCHED

If God really sent His Son, Jesus Chrlst, into
the world to be the Savior of all men, then the most
pressing and urgent task of every Chrlstian 1s to
bring this message to thé entire world. It 1s a Sa-
tanic paradox for the Christian who has accepted
Jesus Christ as his personal Savior to stand 1dly by
wnile countless millions of souls about him are heed-
lessly rushing to eternal perdlition. The mlssion of
the Chrlistian church rests upon certaln facts clearly
taught in the Scriptures. In the first place the
mission of the Christian church rests upon the fact
that all men are by natufe sinners, cut off from God
eternally and subject to both temporal and eternal
punishment.l It takes real courage to face this
fact. Thisi s a gloomy fact. The non-Christlan
world has generally tried to gloss over this fact by

1. Romans 5,12




denlal and facetlious ridicule. It denies that there
ls any such thing as right and wrong--that there 1s
any reality to sin--and it speaks light headedly in
1ts confident assertions that it "knows that there 1is
no such thing as hell."

The point which is of interest to the Christian
missionary is this: that these anti-Scriptural view-
polnts whilch are held in some form or other by the
vast majority of the non-Christian world, may tend
to temper his own thinking. Tné danger 1s that the
Caristian himself may no longer appreclate the seri-
ousness of the situation. Many of these non-Christ-
ians are fine people--nice congenlal, friendly, in-
telligent people. It's hard for a Christian to
realize that his fine respectable unbelleving friend
is actually under tne wrath and condemnation of God.
On this point, however, there should be no uncertalnty,
for Scripture speaks plainly, "He that believeth and
1s baptized shall be saved, but he that belleveth not
shall be damned,"? and agaln, "He that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting life; and he that belleveth
not the Son, shall not see life, but the wrath of God"
abideth on him."® The Christian should be completely

clear on this, that as sure as Christ's own word 1s

2. MHark 16, 156
3. John 3, 36




true, tnere is but one Name under heaven given among
men whereby we must be saved.

In the second place, 1t must be perfectly clear

hat the destiny of man 1s an Eternal Destiny and
that the message which the Church has for the world
1s a message for eternity. In late years much stress
nas been laid upon the fact that Christianity has a
very derinite message for the present earthly life.
Thls 1s most certainly true. Christian life 1s the
happlest and the most successful life of all. The
churcn definitely does have a message for the social
111s of the day. The danger 1s that the message for
this world usurps a place not 1ts own. Social issues
have thelr urgency, but it 1is an urgency which many
Christians may well feel that they can avoid. Waen
the accent of the Church's mission 1s temporal, mis-
sion zeal and enterprise fall off. In the mind of
the Caristian evangelist there must be no uncertainty
with regard to this: The Gospel is the message for
eternity.

The Christian church 1is founded upon the Savior's
Great commisaion, "All power is given unto ¥e in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them

to observe all things, whatsoever I have commanded




you, and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world."¥ oOn this commission the Church 1is
built. This is her purpose in the world, to preach
the Gospel of Christ. For this purpose churches are
bullt, seminaries founded, faculties chosen. For
this purpose Christian Day Schools are operated,
Sunday Schools organlzed. Men's Clubs, Ladles Groups,
Young People's Societles, all have exlistence for one
stellar purpose--to teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
It may be thought that these points are so self-
evident that they scarcely deserve mention here.
Tne fact 1s, nowever, that the Christian church has
realized her objective in a limited manner only. Her
ultimate purpose has often been obscured behind se-
condary purposes, All too often the activities of
the church have centered back upon herself rather
than upon the non-Christian world. The spirit of
indifference to eternal truth which characterizes
our present generation seems to have invaded the
Church as well. Individual Christians abound who
give assent to the Seriptural truths that man with-
out Christ is eternally lost, but the question 1s
in point, "Does he really believe 1t?"™ Does he be-

lieve it to the extent that he is willing to do

4. Matthew 28, 18ff.




something about 1t? Robert Ingersoll, the noted in-
fidel, stated that he couldn't understand how Christ-
jans could really believe that unbelievers were bound
for hell, and at the same time do little or nothing
to help them. He sald that 1f he believed that men
without Christ were lost eternally, he would be out
on tne street cormer trying to persuade every non-
Christian to believe in the Gospel of Jesus Chrilst.
Bob Ingersoll was Bob Ingersoll, but what he says has
bearing upon the polnt under discussion. Surely the
churcn has become susceptible to a degree of indif-
ference and apathy which 1s akin to the world's wish-
ful tuinking that "maybe after all it isn't so."™ If
the churein 1s to experience a real revival of evange-
listic effort, it must first reassert 1tself on these
basic tenets of the Christian failth.

liany ehurch bodies in the Unlited States have
within the last decades particularly made the burden
of their message the betterment of social conditions.
This is commonly referred to as the "Social Gospel."
Nothing should be clearer to the true Christian than
that the ehurch which substitutes a human purpose in
place of 1ts God given purpose has lost its character
aﬁ a truly Christian church. These churches no longer

teach the facts of sin and grace and therefore are




not really Christian churches. What these groups

nave lost in substance, they have very often attempted
to make tanrough technique. Lack of substance always
makes great demands upon technique, whether in art,
music anc painting, or in religion. Likewise the em-
phasis on tecinique frequently operated to the detriment
and neglect of substance. For 1lnstance, when the mi-
nister's oratory is poor, he nust have a real message
or he cannot hold hls people. When he has no message,
he must be expert in the techniques of delivery or he
will not hold the interest of people. ‘hen a man's
oratory is good to start with, ne may tend to rely on
hils natural eloquence to see him through many a ser-
mon wnose message is trivial, inconsequential, ir-
reclevent and quite dull.

As before stated, some church bodies have lost
the substance of. the Christian faith, the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. These churches have not passed out of
existence. Tney have held their members, because
many of these pastors, perhaps unconsclously sensing
the poverty of the message in its bald form, have
applied tne ultimate in technique in order to present
thelr general moralizations in the most concrete and
vivid manner.

The Christian church today should beware of any




tendency which might shift the emphasis of its mes-
sage from the central truths of man's sin and God's
grace. At the same ime 1t is perhaps posaible that
some of the human technlques whieh have served modern-
1st churches so well can be adapted to serve the cause
of the true Christian churech. The faect that the mes=
sage has substance does not preclude the use of vivid
presentation, striking illustration and a systematic
approach. The effective Gospel preacher mast be con-
stantly on the alert to portray Jesus Christ as He 1s
in trath, the Son of God énd the BSavior of the world,
and to do tnils in the most forceful and effective
manner at hls disposal.

Another basic fact for the Christian evangelist
to bear in mind is that the Great Commlssion directs

him to the entire world. As long as the matter re-

mains in the abstract, there 1s no difficulty here,
but when it 1s brought down to concrete cases, the
prospect becomes staggering. Christ gives the march-
ing orders to every Christian, "Teach all nations.”
That means pil people--those near and those far away,
the rich and the poor, strangers and relatlives, the
white race and the colored races, the soclally pro-
minent and the social delinguent. Today, after al-
most 2000 years, the vast majority of the world's

: hout the Gospel of their S
peoples are still wit o;'l!{fii’:i.ai\i"f? MM ﬁ('ﬁ\L tﬁﬁ(‘kﬂi
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This 1s a terrible indictment of the lovelessness and

indifference of Christians who have falled to bring
the Gospel to these perishing souls. The sight of so
many million souls in need of the Gospel which we can
bring to them may tend to bring with 1t a defesitist
attitude. The task is 30 stupendous that one hesi-
tates to face 1t. The Christians eyes all too easily
turn aside from this wvast vineyard. That 1s why 1t
1s ever necessary that the Savior Hlimself direct our
eyes squarely toward this work. He includes all na-
tions. No person i1s to be overlooked--the man or
woman who lives in the same bullding with us, the
business assoclate, the school chum, the men who sell
us our gasoline or groceries. In them the Christian
is to see not merely casual acqualintances, but im-
mortal sounls who need to know thelr Savior.

The Great Commisslon 1s furthermore directed to

every Christian. It was never lntended that the

preaching and teaching should be done by pastors and
teachers alone. OChrist has lald the responsibility
on each and every individual Christian. Wherevér a
Cnristian has an opportunity to preach the Gospel to
some soul, the voilce of Christ bids him to do so.

It nust be re-emphasized that every Christian, re-
gardless of his earthly state, 1s urgently commanded

by the Lord Jesus Christ to teach the Gospel to every




creature. The polnt which must be crystal clear is

that every Cnristian has a responsibllity commensurate

with the degree that he has opportunity to bring the

Gospel to others. If, for instance, a Christian busi-
ness man has unchurched business assoclates, he nas
there an opportunity to bring them to Jesus. If he
does not bring them to Jesus, he had better have a

good explanation to the Lord as to why he has not done
so. Such an explanation may exist. There are at times
failures when an unbellever stubbornly resiéts all
overtures to bring him to the Savior. If a Christian
can honestly stand before his Lord and say, "Lord, I
have tried every resource at my command, but he still
will not follow Thee," then he 1s fulfilling his ob-
ligation. Thne Lord Jesus Himself did not win all those
whnom He contacted. Among those who came to hear Him
was a r(ih young ruler who went away sorrowful.® When
Jesus proclaimed thnat He was the Son of God many who
nad come to hear Him left and followed Him no more .5
Among iHls cnhosen tweive disciples, one was a devil.7
There will always be those who reject the Gospel of
Christ, in spite of all efforts made to win them. The
Lord Jesus experienced this and His followers should

not be surprised when they do not in all cases ilmme-

5. Matthew 19,22
6. Jonn 6,66
7. John 6,70
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dlately succeed in bringing the lost soul to 1ts
Savior.

The proper conception of mission obligation is
fundamental for work in the church. This conception
demands that the individual Christian, pastor or lay-
man, realize that the Lord 1s expecting from him ser-
vice commensurate with his opportunities. If a Christ-
lan has an opportunity to bring someone to the Ynow-
ledge of his Savlor and shirks that opportunity, he
has committed a grave sin of omission. Generally
little eriticism 1is offered for sins of omission.

Sins of commission strike the eye and ellcit attention
to a larger degree than 8ins of omission. Before God,
however, thnere 1s no difference, for underlying both
is a loveless heart., The neglect of mission opportu-
nities is often symptomatic of a loveless, self-
centered personallity. The Christian who has the op-
portunity to bring salvation to a perishing soul, and
yet neglects to cdo so, 1s guilty of a terrible sin
before the Lord, for in His last words before ascend-
ing into heaven the Lord stressed this as the duty of
every Christian. It 1s significant that Jesus did
not give as His parting instruction, "Don't steal,
don't murder, don't commit adultery, don't bear false
witness." All these commands are important, but the

real test of love for Him remains this, "Have we
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carried out His last commlssion?" That 1s His fore-
most command to those who are Hls own. Results are
not our responsibility. Ours is the responsibility

to preach the Gospel. Woe be unto us if we preach not
the Gospel!

The church as an organization must be intereated

in the unchurched. This sounds self-evident and trite,
but'again the conslderation is one of proper emphasis.
In the mlssion fields of the church, the accent is
self-evidently upon the unchurched men and women of

the community. But after a church has become quite
large, it easily happens that the interests of the
congregation tend to center back upon itself. The
church is "large enough." The falthful following amply
supports it. The activities become so numerous that
the pastor has scarcely time left for attentlon to the
nnchurched. The services are well attended by the

ma jority of the regular members and everything appears
quite rosy. The fact remains that with the activitles
and attention of the congregation and the pastor cen-
tering upon the congregation, the unchurched tend to
be overlooked. The unevangelistic congregation is
definitely milssing the mark, even though 1t has a
thousand menbers at every morning service and has

raised double 1ts quota for outside purposes. That
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congregation 1s missing the mark which ministers
Sunday after Sunday to a band of faithful followers,
but leaves the great unwashed masses out of the pews.
To bring these unchurched masses into the pews will
require the individual effort of every layman.
Spurgeon recognized this fact. In surveying the large
unchurched audiences who had gathered to hear him, he
1s said to have remarked, "My congregation brought my
congregatlon.”™ A successful program for the church
has always included these two elements--a clear, ef-
fective presentation of Christian doctrine and an ac-
tive laity whilch recognizes its mission responsibilities.
The fundamental principle which underlies this
consideration of responsibility toward the unchurched

is that each individual Christlian 1s responsible to

God for the manner in which he makes use of the oppor-

tunities to bring a soul to Christ. The pastor 1s no

exception here. It 1s generally taken for granted

that the pastor has the earnest desire to bring sinners
to the Savior. Wnat is not so readlly apparent 1is

that a pastor may be failing to make full use of his
opportunities. He is the leader of the flock. It 1s
his duty to lead the flock into the work of the King-
dom. It 1s not enough that he do this in a general
way. He has the responsibility for training real

lay missionaries. The methods by which he may do
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this will be discussed 1in the chapter on Personal

Evangelism. For now 1t 1s sufficient to note that

the pastor and layman each have their own peculiar
mission opportunities. ¥ach opportunity comes with
divine responsibility. Xach Christian is a soldier
in this army of the Lord. For any soldier to refuse
to act upon the plaln command of his superior 1a a
capital offence. For any Christian to neglect his
God-given opportunitlies by refusing to bring the Word
of Life to dying souls 1s the most shameful of slns.
Christ has made fls Christians to be Hls ambassadors.
Can he who appreciates what Christ has done for him

refuse to carry out the wishes of his King?
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II. THE UNCHURCHED AND THE GOSPEL

No program for bringing the Gospel to the un-
churched can be complete wilithout understanding just
who this man is whom we classify under the title "Un-
churched." What kind of man is this non-Christian
citizen of the world? What are his interests and
his motivations? What is his response to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ? We-will briefly conslder some of
the chlef facts which should be borne in mind by the
evangellst in hils approach to the citizen of the
20t century.

In the first place 1t should be noted that the
general spirit of the 20th century 1s not religious,
but secular. For the past seven centuries there has
been a gradual shift in the emphasis of our general
culture away from tke religlous toward the secular.
Pernaps nowhere can tinis be seen in a more striking
way than in the field of arts. Sorokin shows that
during the 12th and 13th centuries 97% of all paint-
ings and sculpture was religious in character. 1In
the 20th century a widespread survey indicates that
only 3.9% of the productions are religious, when

96.1% are secular in character.8 If these figures

8. Pitirim Sorokin, The Crislis of Our Age, pp.42ff.
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are some indication of the change in the interest in
taings religious, 1t means that the man of the 20th
century is not conditioned for religious discussion
to the same extent as the contemporaries of Aquinas
and later those of Luther. If the interest in things
secular is asgreat as this brief picture would indi-
cate, then we as evangelists are dealing with an age
unlike that of Luther, but not unlike that of the
Apostle Paul. Jor most alert Christians the fact in
itself 1s quite obvious. The interoretation of the
fact in temms of proclaiming the Gospel today is yet
another matter. ERvidence for thne religious decadence
of our generation is not lacking. Art, drama, the
theatre, movies, and novels all debase the religious
and glorify the secular. The goal at which these
artists aim 1s not in any sense to impart a religious
truth, but merely to amuse, entertain and thrill.

To do thls 1t becomes necessary to disregard virtual-
ly all religious and ethical values, because they ‘
fail to entertain. The contemporary artist who
wishes to find a market for eternal values, finds
2imself confronted with a disinterested clientele.
Under this impetus, culture has progressively moved
more and more into sensate materialism, and away from
eternal considerations. On all sldes the onrush of

this-worldly entertainment without regard for eternal
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values confronts the citizen of our day. Everything
religious from God to the devil is ridiculed and dis-
torted. The age revels in such debasement. Popular
songs wileh are unthinkingly sung by masses, center
on such themes as: "We kiss, and the angels sing;"”
"Heaven can walt, this 1s Paradise;" "The devil with
the devil, say I." What is of interest here is that
the accent on temporal values and the disregard for
eternal values characterizes this age. The question
remains as to what plan the evangelist shall use in
his approach to the soul so beset by temporal and
sensate values.

Another important factor to be considered 1s the

associated revolt of modern man agalnst authority and

accountability. ilan has been progressively freeing

hinseif from many of the former natural limltations.
The doctrine of Henley has incorporated itself qulte
firmly into the fibre of our generation, "I am the
master of my fate; I am the captain of my soul®.
Pseudo-solutions for the nagging problem of account-
ability are grasped and embraced by the masses today.
Henley's statement 1s representative of the false
philosophy which goes nand in hand with that of
denying eternal values. Man wants to be rid of
responsibility for his actions. The process of ig-

noring eternal values goes hand in hand with the
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process of putting God away. %The world wants a Gal
who is afar off, and so it conjures up a disinterested,
benevolent deity. God is played down and man is played
up. "God isn't what counts. I'm what counts."” The
theme of a motion picture recently stated, "To thine
own self be true, and thou can'st not then be false to
any man.," The Christian evangelist should realize that
underlying this attempt to make man b‘g and God small
is the desire to avoid accountability to God. Any
denial of God is readily seized upon, whether by impli-
cation, irreverent reference or direct denial. The
attempt %o deny God as Creator of man is typical. Man
doean't want to admit that God made him; because he
doesn't like to think of God waiting for him at the
other erd of the road, Man wants to be accountable only
to himgself. This is faoct number two for the evangelist
to bear in mind,

The third consideration is, "Because inigquity
shall abound ... the love of many shall wax eold."?
We are living in the time of widespread sensuality.
Man's craving for happiness has directed itself into
sensuous end physieal lines. Man is more and more

seeking satisfaction in the physical and the temporal.

The rapid succession of sensate thrills which our age

O Matthew 24; 12,

F=IRl = I
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provides, produces the illusion that satisfaction for
man's insatiable eraving for happiness is to be found
in the physical and the temporal. The eternal truths
do not fit into this criterion of happiness.

The next consideration 1s that the citizenof
today bases his 1life upon experience. What he experi-
ences 1s real. What he has not, or cannot experience
1s not real. For that reason 1t is the custom of

pseundo-1intellectuals to deny all supernatural phenomena.

The Biblical doctrines concerning Heavena nd Hell,
Divine retribution after death, the Deity and Miracles
of Christsa nd all else super-natural 1s regarded as

mere pgilous superstition, with vwhich gloomy religionists
try to make people goocd, but which does not pay off in
terms of present happiness. The Chinese-American
philosopher, Lin Yuténg, states in his philosophy of
life:

Take the most obvious and superficial notion of
hell in religion. I think that not one in a hun-
dred college freshmen or seniors today, perhaps
not one in a thousand, belleves in a literal hell.
No one explicitly argues for or agalinst the exist-
ence of a literal hell; everyone assumes 1t 1s not
worth arguing about. And while such notilons (hell,
sin, origin of evil, punishment, heaven, vicarious
suffering) have undergone a profound change--
religion,_ at leasat organized religion, must be
affected.l0

This statement may well be taken for what 1t 1s worth.

10. Lin Yutang, I Belleve, Clifton Fadiman, ed.,p.1l62
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Certainly 1t is a bald assertion without proper proof.
The fact remains that there 1s a wlidespread disbelief
in heaven and an even wider disbelief in hell. Because
the supernatural has not been "practlcal™, it has dropped
away from the attention of the "practical" world, and
being forgotten 999 of the time, the supernatumral is
thought of as being about 99% unimportant. It is to
this "practical" world that the Christian evangelist
seeks to bring the super-natural, eternal Christ.

It has become evident to a large number of clergy-
men and evangelists that the practical materialist of
today must be appromehed in a manner qulte different
from t he methods which were used at the time of Csalvin
and Luther. The approach mast be made to the man on
nis own level. The Lord Jesus, Who was the greatest
of all evangelists, pracficed that principle. The
guestion with whiech we willl concern ourselves 1s,

"That implications does this have for the teaching of
the Gospel?" The tendency of natural man to be in-
terested in the temporal and earthly at the expense

of the eternal and heavenly 1s nothing new. That has
always been true. There 1s a difference, however, in
that never before in the history of the world has such
a constant succession of temporal interests bombarded
the attention, as we see today. From all nooks and

corners of l1ife the terrible competition of the lm-
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mediate temporal necessity screams at the individual for
attention. Each temporal concern is advanced as the

"Great Necessity" of the moment, whether it be an evening's
entertainment at the local cinema or a package of chewing
gum, NMan today has so consistently been confronted with
temporal appeals that his habitual responses naturally

look to the temporal for the solution to all his prob-
lems. The result has often been that whatever has sig-
nificance for the temporal engages his interest. WVhat

has significance for the Eternal is politely ignored.

Such being the belief of large numbers of church-
men today, it is not strange to see the approach to tho
unbeliever shift in its emphasis from Eternal truths to
Temporal truths, The axiom which has developed is that
we must approach the unbeliever in terms of those needs
of which he is aware. The corrolary is postulated that
the unbelievgr has no ceoncern for Eternal values, conse-
quently the approach must be along the lines of temporal
interests and concerns.

Bearing fh mind that the present world is a far
different world than that of Iuther and Calvin, it is not
strange that the various doctrinal approaches whieh are
suggesteé today vary somewhat from those of former years.,
Notable among these new doctrinal approaches are those of

Karl Barth,11 and Emil Brunner.l? James Stewart, in his

1l. XKarl Barth and Edvard Thurneyser, Come Holy Spirit,
P. 8 and passim.

12, Emil Brunner, The Divine Human Encounéer, translated
by Amandus W. Loos, Philadelphia, The Westminster Press, 1943.
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"Man in Christ," likewise changes the emphasis of doctrine
somewhat in stressing the doctrine of reconciliation as
the paramount doctrine of Seripture, rather than that of
Justification by faith, The Cpristian evangelist must
determine accurately in his own mind: "What is the heartl
of Christian Doetrine?' The general trend today in the
presentation of doctrine is to temporalize theology in
terms of man's interests, The contention is made that
Since modern man is little concerned or interested in
things Eternal, the approach must be centered on the time-
ly. Often the effort to be timely ends in being centered
in the temporal. Such a trend is perceivalkle in wide
sections of the Protestant ehurch in America. No at-
tempt is made at a denial of these facts, but rather it

is the conviction of many pastors that theology must be
presented with its implications for the timely and the
present, or it will not be presented at all, No attempt
will be made to deny the value of timely sermons, pertinent
to the interests of the hearers. Nevertheless, it is true
that at the heart of the Christian message is a message
for Eternity. Unless this fact is clearly apprehended,
there can be no real Gospel presentation. If Christ's
work is for this world only, then many modern men can fel
confident that religion has nothing for them. Hewitt
mentions the foolishness of allowing the temporal to domi-

nate the Eternal:




The world is a qgueer old fool. Its head is grooved
for one idea at a time. Just as soon as it discovers
that righteousness is social, it makes a great hulla-
baloo about it and forgets how much more deeply it
is personal....Three times a year perhaps some vil-
lager may be able to touch great social guestions
with some little measure of effectiveness. Thirty
times a day he will have to face some issue of ethical
conduct which is solidly personal....Are you afraid
of other-worldliness? Then I don't wonder that your
preaching is dust and ashes....O0ccasionally I meet a
man who says with a superomniséient sneer that our
business is not with the other world, but only with
naking a better world here. Only God knows how I
despise him, He has seen a little of the truth and
by supposing 1t to be the whole $ruth, he has made
it false as hell....There may be other inducements
for skillful living. Eternity is the only safe in=-
ducement for right living....All over the prairies
and mountains there are newly bereaved hearts which
will break tonight, if they cannot believe that

My heavenly home is bright and fa1r1

Wo pain nor death can enter there.

Orthodox Christians will shy away from eny such deperture
from the heart of the Christian message. An Evangelist
may be aware that he must approach the man of today on
terms of his temporal interests, but at the same time he
mist not dwell on the temporal so long that the great
Eternal truths are obscured.

Too muech emphasis should not be placed on the pro-
position that man today no longer believes in sin or hell,
nor for that matter, that he allegedly no longer believes
in heaven. Sueh a proposition overlooks certain important
facts. In the first place, man today as always has the
law of God wkitten in his heart., His conscience rises up

to accuse him that he is guilty hefore God. ¥hen the

13. Arthur Wentworth Hewitt, Highland Shephe®ds, p. ll4ff.
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Preacher then teaches him the facts of sin and hell and
agcountability to God, the man finds in his own heart the
very echo to these divine facts. Hell is a reality, and
it is a reality in the minds of millions of non-Christians
today, who after they have discounted all the undue in-
fluence of Dante, find that hell still stands before them,
dark, foreboding and real,
Grumm lays particular stress on the function of the
conscience in relation to the preaching of the Law,
The preacher must seek to reach the conseience of
his hearers with the Word of God which he is preaching.
Unless he does, his preaching will not be effective,
Conscience is God's deputy in man to enforce His
Law, - It is the voice God has placed there prompting
us to go the way of God's Law, for sin in man has
wiped out so much of this knowledge. It is the pur-
pose, one purpose, of the sermon to bring home to the
hearer: "God is speaking to you in this Law, It is
His obligation upon you." Once this convietion is
rooted in the heart of man, his conscience will be
bound to bear witness., It will command and insist
"that he keep this law, It will tolerate no evasion,
accept no excuses, will demand unconditional and full

compliance with what now the hearer 1s convineed is
God's will for him.l4

Likewise man realizes that there must be some place
after death whieh is better than hell., X¥an's deepest and
most abiding eraving is for happiness. Complete happiness
is the very goal for which he was cereated, and he feels
instinctively that he is not achieving that happiness
for which he was created. He is missing the exljistence

for which he was intended, Heaven eludes him. Even his

14. Arnold Grumm, The Missionary's Sermon, p. 5.




short-sighted attempts to satisfy his oraving for bliss,
end in frustration and disappointment, Though such a man
realizes that there must be such a place as heaven, yet

he is acutely aware of the fact that he may never reach
it. Man today may not dwell long on Eternal issues, but
that does not warrant the conclusion that he is not con-
cerned about them. Rather it is evidence that he has come
to think that the case is hopeless. He is fatalistic with
reference to Eternity. Fatalism is the mortal foe of faith,
All his thinking about Eternity, heaven and hell have ap-
peared to him utterly fruitless, and for that reason he
has simply chosen to avoid an uncomfortable subject,

The fact remains that the revelation of God concerning
heaven and hell is God's own truth, and if Cod's truth is
preached, the voice of God in the heart, and the divinely
implanted conscience will testify that this is indeed the
inescapable truth.

The Seriptural doetrines of heaven and hell must be
taught‘ég_lggg. The Evangelist warns people of the danger
whiech exsists. He never speaks as though hell is a tpr-
rible place where Christ-deniers will eventually land, and
he is glad of it. Whenever the terrible furies of hell
are referred to, the Evangelist must make clear by word
and action that he is referring to this uneomfortable fact
only because he has the solution for it. A doctor may
not tell a patient that he has cancer, if it is uncurable,
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but if the patient requires a tonsilectomy the doctor will
have no hesitancy in telling him so, because the doctor
is confident that he has the solution. Iikewise the pastor
should never minimize the vastness of the gu;£ between
heaven and hell, but he must be sure that ho:Q;aving no
doubt in the mind of the hearer that hell is not intended
for him., The Gospel and the work of Christ are essential.
Unless it is made completely ¢lear that Jesus paid the
complete ransom to redeem every soul from hell to heaven,
the sinner will either lapse into despondency at the
thought of hell, or devely within himself a defense
mechanism against its terrors. Unless the Gospel is made
e¢lear the implication is that salvation is by works.
Salvation by works never can satisfy the conscience. It
leads either to a semse of pride and false security, or to
complete despair, with the attendant attempt to deny
Eternal retribution. It is possible that a large part of
the denial of hell has come about because of wishful
thinking. More indirectly, but Just as surely, it has
come about from preaching hell without love and the Gospel.
Another source of hesitation in the presentation of
the Eternal aspects of Christian faith come from the lack
Oof appreciation for God's purpose in creating man., Hell
was never prepared for man, The Bible speaks of hell as
being prepared for the devil and his angels. Man was not
ereated for hell, God created man for Eternal happiness.
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God wanted man to dwell with Him Eternally. Man can never
find that happiness in the atatq of sin and separation from
God. The work of Christ makes sense only in terms of this,
that it restores to man that Eternal destiny of happiness
for which he was cereated. Man can never find that hap-
Piness apart from God. God wants man to have this hap-
Piness, and for that reason sent His only Son to reconcile
sinful man to Himself,

A rather queer notion has grown up with regard to tie
work of Christ and the Christian's acceptance of Christ as
his personal Savior, It is thought that to accept Christ
from a desire to escape hell and enter heaven is "not a
very high type of religzon." Man's motive in accepting
Christ should rather be the desire to be holy, to be with
God, rather than away from God. The motive in the latter
case appears to be better than in the former. In the
former it seems as though the Christian is interested only
in saving his own individual hide. This certainly doesn't
appear to fit in very well with a pattern of Christian
altruism, Such a picture of a man as being interested in
Christ from purely selfish motives is not a pretty one.

It may be enlightening to make a proper distinetion here
between the natural man and the converted Christian. The
natural man is interested only in saving his own skin. He
has implanted in him the insatiable desire for the hap-
Piness which only God ocan givo; Hell is the complete
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negation of all happiness. Until it has become clear to

him that God through Jesus Christ has given him complete
happiness Eternally, that the entire purpose of his creation
is to be fully realized in the life through Christ, until
then a man cannot but be interested first, last and always
in himself only. When that realization does come home to
him, it plants within him a new spirit--a spirit at one with
God. There is nothing cheap or second rate about a man
wanting to stay out of hell., In that respeet the man's

will is in agreemént with God's will, God doesn't want

man to go to hell either, For this reason the focusing

of attention on hell and heaven is by no means to be dis-
couraged on the ground that they simply lay the ground

for the "carnal and selfish,"” desire to accept Christ for
personal considerations; fear of hell and antiecipation

of heaven.

To sum up the argument: The Christian faith and the
significance of the work and life of Christ rest upon
certain basic facts. To neglect these facts is to dis-
tort the significance of Christ's life. These facts are
not by amy means the only ones which must be stressed and
presented. ¥We are to teach all things whatsoever Christ
has commanded us. The failure to preach the whole of
Christian doctrine must in the end have the effect of dis-

torting and beclouding the Gospel of Jesus. In partiocular,

care should be exercised that the basic tenets of Christian
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faith are always made clear. First of all, it should

be clear that the Christian Gospel is a Gospel for Eter-
nity, which has implications for every moment in time.
The facts of heaven and hell should not be glossed over.
Christ definitely taught both., Unless the meaning of
Christ's work is an Eternal meaning, it results in nothing
more than a moral influence religion. If the Eternal
truths are slighted in presentation, and the temporal
implications given an inordinate proportion of stress

and attention, can it be wondered that the Gospel be-
comes obscure? If the Etermal Gospel becomes obscure,
men will determinedly resist facing the facts of Eter-
nity. Wishful thinking will deny hell and postulate a
heaven for all who "do the right thing."™ It is a vicious
circle, On this point there c¢an be no compromise nor
uncertainty. It is the minister's supreme privilege and
responsibility to put the lives of men and women against

the background of Eternity.




III. THE APPROACH TO THE UNCHURCHED
IN PERSONAL EVANGELISM

The Unchurched will not come to Christ. Christ must
€0 to the Unchurched., Christian churches are within the
reach of virtually every unchurched man and woman in the
United States, and yet Sunday after Sunday services are
attended by the faithful congregation while the Unchurched
g0 their way, heedless of the church bells pealing out
the invitation to come ank hear.

It is not to be wondered at that the Non-Christians
do not come to shurch services. The Lord Jesus seems to
have had this situation in mind when He gave His great
commission., He did not say, "Stay here in Jerusalem and
teach. The world will crowd to your doors to hear.” The
Lord Jesus knows the world better than that. Instead He
sald in His Great Commission, "Go ye therefore and teach
all nations,” That is where the work of personal evan-
felism comes in., In view of the fact that the Unchurched
will not of themselves come to the church, the church must
80 out to meet the Unchurched. DIr, Fritz puts his finger
on the issue when he states, "A Christian congregation
therefore dare not be satisfied to have the Gospel only
for itself and for its children, but must preach it also
to the unchurched in its own community, in adjacent territory,
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in distant parts of the world, even to the uttermost parts
of the earth,"+® The pastor should be keenly aware that
his marching orders do not instruct him to serve his congre-
gation only, but first of all, his task is to bring the
Gospel to all those within his reach. Evans has treated
this in a rather unique manner:
It is not enough to be evangelicél. We must be
evangelistic. The evangelieal church is a reser-
voir of pure water without a pipe running anywhere.
If you will take the trouble to look into it and
¢limb the embankment, you will get a good drink.
The evangelistic church is a reservoir of pure water
with a pipe to every heart in the community, and
every nation in the world. Evangelical may mean
truth on ice; evangelistic means truth on fire.
Evangelical may be bomb-proof for defense; evangelis-
tic means an arm{ on the march with every face to-
wards the enemy,16
Religious conditions in the United States today
present a striking challenge., Statisties commonly report
seventy million people in the United States who profess
adherence to no church whatever. When we take into con-
sideration that many of those who profess membership in
& church are members in name only, and when we consider
those people who are members in Non-Christian churches,
we can see that the number is much greater. Kany churches
today do not teach the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Sueh churches as the Christian Science, the Church of Lat-
ter Day Saints, the Unitarian church, and all modernimtic

churches whatever their denomination, do not teach the

15. John H. C. Fritz, Pastoral Theology, p. 283.
16. William Evans, Personal Soul Winning, p. l4.
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saving Gospel. lMembers of such churches present as much
a challenge for the Christian church as the members of
the Hindu or Buddhist temples in India. Both groups are
without the Gospel. Both groups are without salvation.
To overlook these people as mission prospects under a
false and overdrawn guise of religious toleration is to
make mockery of the Gospel and the command of our Lord to
teach it to all men. Those who are not members of a
Christian church are mission material, These the evan-
gelist will find everywhere and will try to bring them %o
the fold of God's elect through the Gospel.

The next subject for consideration is that of the

Evangelist himself. What are the qualifications for an

evangelist? The evangelist must first of all love the Lard
Jesus Christ. Before Jesus gave the admonition to Peter

to "feed my lambs" He first asked Peter, "ILovest thou me?" 17
Love is.a pre-condition of discipleship. ILove in turnm
requires faith, The man without faith, the natural man,

is enmity against God.1'8 The work of evangelism requires
courage, but more than this it requires faith, The dif-
ficulties, the disappointments which the Christian mis-
sionary meets would prove overwhelming were it not that he

knows whom he has believ.d.lg Ho man is fit to be an

17. St. John 21; 15.
18. Romauns 8; 7.
19. 2 Timothy 1; 12,

_



evangelist until he 1s sure of this, that Jesus Christ has
redeemed him and made him a son of God and an heir of
eternal life,

Second to this primary consideration is that the Gospel

messenger must have an absolufe convietion of truth, the

truth regarding man in his natural state, under the wrath
and condemnation of God, the truth of Christ's death and
atonement, the truth that man without Christ is lost eter-
nally., If one is not sure that man is lost, he has no
reason to try and save him., Doubt in the evangelist begets
doudt in the hearer. The evangelist must be clear on the
full doctrine of the Law and the full doetrine of the Gos-
Pel. 1In such clear conception lies the strength and pur-
pose of his méséion.

The second major qualification for an evangelist is

that he nust have a love for men. His heart must go out

%o the man without the Gospel., His dominant mood must be

8 desire to help. There is no place in personal evangelism
for an attitude of casual interest in the unsaved soul.
Casual interest belies the very urgency of the Gospel task.
The unchurched man must definitely feel, "Here is a man who
is interested in me. He is trying for all he iwm worth to
help me, Here is a man who is for mel™ Suech interest
cannot be feigned. The falsity of feigned love is quickly
revealed in the harsh, discordant notes which constantly
break through any attempt at artificial harmony. Kunts




speaks of the supreme necessity for a minister to be a
man dealing in love.

A friendly minister, endowed with the grace of a
natural kindliness, is always in an advantageous
position. A genuine liking for people, coupled with
the effervescence of an irrepressible optimism and
a deep faith in the potentialities of people, is a
fundamental requirement of the ministry. A life
that is so intimately imbued with the Gospel of
Peace and God's surpassing grace must inevitably
betray its gladsomeness in the entire demeanof of
that person. A glum and cheerless minister who has
no sense of fellow-feeling, and whose concern for,
and interest In, every kind of people is not a pri-
mary characteristic is a personified contradiection.
He will ultimately fail, deservingly so. The story
God told him to tell is one of vietory and hope and
JOy. The people whom God wants him to tell it to
are the people God loves,20

Perhaps no axiom of basic human psychology could be more
stressed than this: To succeed in our relations with our
associates love is the sine qua non. It is remarkable
how much abuse a man will stand from another both in word
and deed, if only he have no doubt about this: "In spite
of the roughness and abuse of this men, I know he is for
me through and through."” It is equally remarkable how
small a slight will prove disasterous to the relationship
when the underlying conviction is, "He isn't interested
in me. He's interested in himself," As soon &s & m&n
senses that you aren't really for him heart and soul, your
influence with that man is almost nil.

Hand in hand with love must go humility. A man cannot

20. Wernmer Kuntz, Today, A Journal of Practical Kis-
sionary Procedure, VoT. To Nauber I, 5 1I. e
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exalt himself and Jesus Christ at the same time. The work
of an evangelist is a work of service. A preacher-@entered
preacher is no evangelist, The Lord told His disciples,
"Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your ser-
vant, 21 True humility will come only to the man who stamls
beneath the cross of his Savior and knows, "It was mbim
which grucified the Prince of Life." The spirit will out.
Hunility will evidence itself in all associations with

the Unchurched. The Gospel messenger makes it perfectly
0lear that he is not pretending in any way to be one whit
better than the man with whom he is dealing, Any assumed
superiority will prove disastrous. Again, humility must
be genuine. Attempts to affect humility will erumble.
Personal pride will assert itself, if it has not been
erushed at the foot of the eross. It is only the humble
Christian who will realize the gloriousness of the privi-
lege he has in bringing the Gospel to men.

The three qualifications mentioned above are the most
essential: Love toward God, Love toward men, and Humility.
There are however other qualifications which the evangelist
should have. He should have a thorough knowledge of the
Setiptures. The Bible for the Evangelist is not only his
professional chest of tools, but it is the source of his
own spiritual life., It is the food he eats, the water he
drinks, the air he breathes. The Evangelist uses the Bible
but more so the Bible uses the Evangelist, Philip found

21. Matthew 20; 26.
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the Ethiopian eunoch reading the Seripture. Most of our
mission contacts today are not such Bible students. It
is of great value to be able to quote texts of Seripture
direetly, without reference to the Bible itself or to a
goncordance. To have the Word of God at a moment's notice
is a priceless asset. Nothing convinces like the direct
quotation from Seripture. Argument is often entirely
vasted effort, and discussion may have indifferent re-
sults, but the direct Word of God takes hold of the heart,
The Word of God is the source of our message. As lange
puts it, "Cut off an army from its base of supplies, and
there will be no more victories."22 The Christian evange-
list who seeks to bring God's Revelﬁtion to men should
know that Revelation thoroughly. No one should expect
to be a successful evangelist without a thorough knowledge
of the Seriptures.

Another qualification for the evangelist is that he

have a gorrect sense of values. The man who fails to ap-
preciate the value of a human soul does not yet understand
the Great Commission., The foremost aim of the evangelist
will not be honorary degrees, or to be recorded in "Who's
Who," but to rescue lost souls. He would prefer the gquiet
"Thank you" of a grateful few to the plaudits of the mob,
and what reward is there which is worth a thought byt the
approval of God? How does the evangelist avoid sueh

22. Philip Lange, Approach 1o the Unchurched, p. 16.




TEITE TR T R T T

= i

36

earthly longings? By a deep sense of Eternal values, a
8énseé of values which he has learnmed not from the glit-
tering world,‘but from a sober contemplation of the suf-
fering Son of God.

An evangelist should bear witness to his faith by

life. The mumber of silent sermons which are preached to
the Unchurched by the lives of Christians eould scarcely
be counted, Lange treats this subject in an engaging
manner:;

Our daily conduct should be a constant rebuke to the
ungodliness that surrounds us and an exaléation of
the grace of God. A pious, God-fearing life commends
the Gospel to the unregenerate; on the other hand,
there 1s nothing that makes Christianity more dis-
tasteful to the unsaved than the inconsistency of
professors, Inconsistent actions are incompatibie
with Christianity. They make it twice as hard to
approach and win the unbelieving, for they help to
Bear their conscience, fill their mouths with in-
mumerable excuses, and hush the still, small voice
of the Spirit in their soulB....

The converse is also true. The church member who
Permits neither rain or shine, nmeither Sunday com=-
Pany nor desire of ease to prevent his regular week-
ly pilgrimage to the House of God is preaching a
weekly sermon to his churchless neighbors,

There is no neutral ground. The evangelist's effective~
ness in dealing with the unchurched will depend to a large
measure on the standards of conduet which he upholds in

all his associations. It should be self-evident that

the Christian missionary is a Christian gentleman. No
Christian should use his "liberty for a cloakiiof malicious-

ness." His very appearance should indicate that he is a

23. lange, op. cit., p. 19ff.
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gentleman of the highest order.

Another requisite for a good evangelist is cheerful-
Bess., The evangelist is the bearér of the best news the
World has ever known., It is certainly a paradox for this
flessenger of salvation to conduct himself in a manner which
Would indicate that he is a modern Cassandra. It is un-
fortunately not too uncommon to see a minister looking
daggers and death at those for whom he no doubt feels
only kindness in his heart, "Some preachers with funereal
dolefulness declare their perfect happiness in God,"34
4 missionary should be a "good mixer," one who can deal
with all types of people, For this a calm cheerfulneass
&nd sense of good humor is an invaluable asset. Nothing
80 unlocks the door to the human heart as a friendly,
interested smile and a cheerful, spontanecus greeting.

The evangelist deals in happiness. Let him look and live
the pars,

The work of bringing the Gospel to the Unchurched
requires persistence. The evangelist will meet hardened

slnners who may not immediately respond to his appeals,
These herdened sinners may be insulting in their remarks
and behavior, The evangelist mmst never lose his temper.
It will be helpful to him if he will realize that behind
this display of hostility there is perhaps already the
first glimmerings of hope. Some of these "hopeless”

24, Arthur Wentworth Hewitt, Highland Shepherds, p. 103.
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cases turn out to be some of the staunchest Christians,
Some who in a most hostile and unfriendly manner slam the
door in the evangelist's face, later turn out to be the
best chureh members, the most ardent missionaries, and the
evangelist's closest friends and supporters. It is not
our place to give up any soul as lost until that person
is dead. God's Word is powerful and it will not return
unto Him void. Sometimes the response may be long in ap-
pearing. We should not conclude that the Lord is power-
less. Our responsibllity remains to testify %o the un-
converted as long as we have opportunity. Perhaps the
Lord will in a way yet unseen to us, open this heart to
receive His Holy Spirit. It may seem hard to understani
why we must continue to sow the seed on what is apparently
unproductive ground, Here we c¢an say in the words of the
famed "Light Brigade," "Ours not %o reason why. Ours but
to do or die."
Perhaps no humen requisite is of more importance than

1 that of tact. Tact comes from tangare in Iatin, meaning
to touech. Tact is the art of touching people in just the

i . proper way., It is an intuitive sense of.what is right and

! proper for the ocecasion under the ceircumstances, The

Lord Jesus gives all His evangelists the command %o be

tactful. "Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst

of wolves; be ye therefore wise as serpents and harmless

as doves,"2% By this the Savior wishes to emphasize that

25, Matthew 10; 1l6.
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Christian love places limitations upon the evangilist.
He 1s bound to love. The world does not exercise such re-
straint. The Christian is to be as harmless as a sheep or
a dove. He is not to return lovelessness for lovelessness.
In order that the Christian may not experience needless
suffering the Savior instructs him to be wise as ser-
pents. The serpent is noted for its ability to detect
danger and to esecape from it., In most cases an encounter
with its enemy would only result in disaster, In a like
way the Christien should know that many troubles can be
avoided. Nany conflicts can be circumvented by a little
careful forethought. At the same time the Christian is to
harbor no schemes. As the dove is innocent and without
schemes, so the Christian is to be without craft and guile,
There is a way of approaching a difficult subject
whieh is most likely to bring success. There are "psy-
chologicel avenues"™ whieh more than others will find our
subject in a mood amenable to suggestion. A classie
example of this was Nathan's approach to the problem of
rebuking King David for his sin of adultery. Nathan could
have bluntly censured David. The result might have been
David's resertment, ammtagonism, and persistent refusal to
recognize his sin, Instead Nathan told him a simple
little story of a stolen lamb, and David became wonderful-

ly indignant, and pronounced Judgement upon the perpe-
trator of the foul deed. It was then that Nathan pointed




out with inescapable analogy, "Thou art the mani"™ David
8tood condemned by his own words. Scolding should never
be practised. There is an automatic reaction against the
860ld which takes the form of suspicion, or avoidance.
Feultfinding is loathsome, It is only the kindly man
who can effectively rebuke sin. Tact is a gift, but it is
also a habit of mind which ean be acquired. It is the art
of learning how to achieve desired goals without encouraging
opposition.

The next major consideration is that of the Evange-~

list's resources, It must first of all be clearly under-

stood that actually the evangelist himself is only a tool
in the hand of God. This is important! If a man goes out
to preach the Gospel of Christ relying upon his own powers
for success, he is soon to realize his failure. The work

of evangelism is not man's work but God's work. God alone

¢an convert the sinner from his ways. The evangelist is
responsible fnly for sowing the seed. It is his great
consolation that God isn't expecting him through his
personality, his tact, his love, his eloquence, his logical
argument and persuasive presentation to do the actual work
of converting the unbeliever. That God alone can do.
Failure to recognize this fact is inviting disappointment,
frustration and a sense of personal failure,

Recognizing that God is actually in control of any

missionary endeavor, we still have our own individual
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responsibilities, We are workers together with God. At
our disposal are many tools and resources. In the first
place, the evangelist has the Power of the Holy Spirit.

The Lord Jesus linked the preashing of His Word with the
power of the Holy Ghost. "But ye shall receive power
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall
be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, and in Judea,

and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoat parts of the
earth.“26 God is the evangelist's number one source of
help. In the case of the apostles it is recorded that
"they went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord workimg

!agg‘gggg."27 The armchair evangelist will scarcely ap-
preciate what this great "resource” means., It is only when
the complete sense of his own feebleness comes home to
him, that the evangelist can really appreciate. the tre-
mendous significance of the Savior's pledge, "lLo, I am
with you alway."ae

The work of conversion presupposes a conviection of
sin, Only the Holy Spirit, working through the Word, can
produce that convietion of sin. The whole work of con-
version is the work of God. The nou} cannot "1ift itself
up by its own bootstraps."” This conviction of sin is the

86. Aots 1; 8.
27. Mark 16; 20.
28. Matthew 28; 20.




work of the Holy Spirit. "It is expedient for you that I
go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come
unto you; but if I go, I will send Him unte you. And He,
when He is come, will convict the world eoneerning sin,"29
Dods explains this by pointing out that the Holy Spirit
works in man the realization that unbelief is sin. That
the man without Christ is dead in sins. In other words,
the Holy Spirit will press home this conviction; that the
men without Christ is lost.ao A deep sense of sin is a
necessary step in the recognition of one's need for a
Savior. The Lord says that "they that are whole need
not a physician, but they that are siok.“al In soul wine-
ning the evangelist is seeking not merely to heal msn's
8icknezss, but to actually give him a new life; not merely
to effect a change in his heart, but actually %o give the
man a new heart. This only the Holy Spirit can do: "I
will put a new spirit within youp and I will take the
stony heart out of their faesh,"93

Until a man realizes his complete dependence upon

God for his success, he is not yet an evangelist. The

real evangelist will recognize this, however, and will

29, John 16; 7 (Translation by author).

40, Marcus Dods, "The Four Gospels,"” I, The Egﬁoaitorh
Gresk Testament, Editor, W. Robertson NiecolY, p. .

3l. Matthew 9; 12,
32. Ezekiel 11; a0.



contimually ask God for His Holy Spirit in order that the
work may have success. God has promised that He will give

His Holy Spirit to those who ask H:I.rn.za

It is presumptuous
arrogance for a man to venture into the paths of the evan-
gelist without the firm confidence that God walks with
him. Human resources have their little values, but in the
end they do not convert a soul. "Not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts."%4

The greatest resource which the evangelist has at

his command is the Word of God. The Bible speaks of the

Word of God as an effective weapon in spiritual warfare.
"For the Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the Jjoints and mar-
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart."®® Much talking about the Word of God and
about the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and about the con-
demnation of sin, may miss the mark. Real preaching which
presents the Living Word with its direct message, plerces
into the very core of the soul.

The evangelist has other resources at his disposal.
All things which God has placed in his control are to
serve the cause of preaching the Gospel. The evangelist's

33. Iuke 11; 13.
34. Zechariah 4; 6.
35. Hebrews 4; 12.




mind, education, wealth, talents, personality and all pos-
sessions from his automobile to his home, are all to serve
the Lord. While one should not falsely eredit himself

with winning a soul to Christ, yet human endowments and
Possessions are given to Christians for just this purpose;
that they may serve the cause of Christ's kingdom. Ko

one should weait to be specially gifted before entering
upon the Lord's work. Rather he should with humility and
confidence use those gifts which God has given him to win
souls for the Master.

A rather new realization for many Christians is that
the church is one oqkhoir mission resources, The layman
should be trained to think of the pastor also as a valuable
tool in his own personal mission program. The pastor
by virtue of his specialized training is in a position to
render invaluable aid to the layman., The layman will do
well to get his prospect to meet the pastor. Such agencies
of the church as lLadie's Aid Societies, Young People's
Groups, Men's Clubs and the like, all provide help for
the layman in his efforts to bring the Unclurched under
the influence of the Life-Giving Word.

Last but by no means least is the special resaurce of
every Christian, Prayer. As the nodle Arthur speaks to
Bedivere in Tennyson's "Idylls of the King," "More things
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of." Christ
has commanded his workers to pray: "Ask and it shall be




glven ,vou."36 "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and updraideth
not; and it shall be given him."27 A1l truly great evan-
gélists have prayed. Even the Lord Jesus Himself prayed.
He prayed for the whole Christian Church, "Neither pray
I for these alone, but for them also whioh shall believe
on me through their Word..."38 The pastor who fails to
pray for the success of the Kingdom is a paradox. The
layman who fails to pray for the Unchurched and for the
success of his pastor's labors certainly has no right
to complain when his own pastor appears to be failing in
his task, The first question he should ask himself is:
"Did I pray for the pastor and the success of the work?"
If he did not pray, then he too is to blame for the
failure. Prayer! What a glorious opportunity. What
great responsibility! It is hard to conceive of an evan-
gelist who does not pray. What a comfort it is to know
that when all human ingenuity and resources fail, the case
is not at all a hopeless one, for God still lives, and
this great resource shall never fail.

The importance of personal evangelism in the work of

the Kingdom cannot be over-emphasized, It has always been
the most effective means of winning people for Christ.

36, Matthew 7; 7.
37. James 1; 5.
38, John 17; 20ff,




46

The great conquests of the Church have come about through
personal evangelism. The Apostolic age and the first
century of our era are classic examples. Small congregations
were started by a missionary. About the time that these
congregations were self-sustaining, persecutions came and
the people were forced to flee. Wheraever they went they
carried the seed of the life~giving Gospel. Personal
testimony was the dominant element during these early
years. After the time of the Apostle Paul we search in
vain for the name of another great missionary, and yet
by the end of the first century the Gospel had been car-
ried throughout most of the $hen eivilized world. The
early Christians were personal evangelists. Christ was
real to them. They lived Christ. Wherever they went they
testified to the love of Jesus.

As the shepherd of the floek, the pastor has particular

opportunities for personal evangelistic efforts. He has

at his disposal a variety of methods for dealing with the
unchurched individually. At the close of each Sunday ser-
vice, it is the pastor particularly who has the unigue
oppordéunity to greet the unchurched man or woman who may
have ecome to his church as a visitor. Sueh visitors .hould
aszaattor of course be asked to register their names and
addresses in the gnest book and be invited to return again.
Here again the pastdr mist show a gemuine friendly interest
in his unchurched friend, or all his overtures will be
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misinterpreted by the prospect as simply selfish efforts
"to get him into the church,"

Some pastors send the parish paper to all unchurched
men and women of the community, particularly to those who
have expreszed some interest in the church, Thiz serves
the good purpose of kesping the church always before the
eonsciousness of the prospects. Suggestion is power-
full Many of these people will in time find their in-
terest in the chureh increased %o such an extent that they
will begin to attend divine services.

The pastor as head of the congregetion should see
to 1t that there is proper dissemination of religiouns

literature in his community. Public libraries and

reading rooms should be aupplied with Christian bocks,
periodicals and tracts. Often the doctor's office will
provide a place for good quality religious Jjournals.
Extreme care should be exercised that no literature is
distribduted, whether in book or pamphlet form, which
would tend to give the impression of cheapness to the
Churchk or her messsge. While it is no doubt true that
men have been converted from reading the Gospel message
printed upon cheap grade tract paper, it is also true that
such cheapness belies the dignity and importance of the
messaga. As & rule it costs little mprqto have tracts
printed on a good grade of paper. "
Another avemue of approach tdtho Unchurched which the




pastor has is the radio. Many people never hear any ser-
mon, except over the radio. If the pastor neglects this
opportunity to reach them, he may not reach them at all.
This writer is well aware of the fact that there are still
8omeé parsons who object to any radio serviece on the groumd
that "if sermons are broadcast, people won't come to
ohuroh." The general consensus of opinion among those
pastors who ﬁave tried radio broadcasting is that it is

8 highly successful way of bringing the Gospel and the
shurch to the attention of many who otherwise might be
quite oblivious of both, The pastor who contemplates

such broadcasts will do well to consult with some adviser
who is competent to offer suggestions, Often congregation
members can be helpful in getting suitable time for the
broadcast. If the approach is properly made, many
stations will find themselves in a position to donate

time for the broadcast, but such courtesy should not be
expected. A time should be selected for the broadcast
which fits into a setting of proper dignity. Technical
details should be as perfect as it is possible to make
them. Here we are in competition with the best programs
eminating from Radio City. A badly planned radio pro-
.sram may alienate many potential listeners. 4 radio
broadoast, properly planned and presenting a real living
message for the Unchurched, is an opportumnity which every
pastor should investigate.
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Another opportunity which the pastor has is the Mal l-
ing ¥ission. Tracts, devotional books, sermons, letters
and the like are sent to mission prospects throughout the
immediate area. For one .cent it is possible $o send a
devotional booklet to any person on the list. The mechani-
cal details of such a mission ean be given to consecrated
laymen.®? It would be well if every church would have such
& Mailing Mission, sending tracts and appropriate litera-
ture to unchurched prospects in the area. With careful
sdlection of materials, much good can come of such a
mission.

No man should consider himself a pastor unless he
seeks the lost sheep, Every pastor shouldd systematically
obtain the names and addresses of all unchurched within his
reach and visit them in their homes., Mach could be writ-
ten on the nature of such visits, Suffice 1% here %o
say that the pastor Qhould leave at least these few clear
impressions:

l. I'm your friend and I'm here to help you.

2. I have come to know Jesus Christ as my personal

Savior and a power for my life, and I wish you
would come to know Him too.

3. Our church stands here to give you something you
can get nowhere else, FPlease do come!

The mere fact that the pastor has paid a visit will serve
as a reminder to the mission prospect to go to church.

39, For further information on the Mailing Mission see
Today, Vol. I, Number 1, p. 20ff,
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The old adage that "A house going preacher makes a church
going people" applies as well to the Unchurched as it does
to congregation members,

There is an implication for visitation which has come
about in the last years. Modern methods of transportation
have greatly increased the distance whieh people are able
to travel to attend divine services. Our oid concepts as
to the geographical size of a parish may need some re-
vision. In rural areas particularly, it is not uncommen
today for people to drive twenty miles or more each Sunday
to attend services. For years there were throughout the
rural areas of the United States what we might call "black
belts," whieh were thought to be beyond the reach of any
of the\established congregations. Today people have demon-
strated that they can drive twenty miles mnd more each way
to church services. The implication is that the pastoP has
& moh wider area over which he may reasonably o;peﬁt #o
win people %o his church and to the Savior.

In calling on the Unchurched, the pastor should of course
prepare the way for subsequent visits. It is impossible
to discuss every aspect of a task which has so many facets.
Certain common sense facts ought always to be borme in mind
however and are mentioned hci-o. The pastor should select
the time of his visit with some care, It is not sound pro-
cedure to call on Mrs. Jones on the Wednesday priom to'
Thanksgiving, when she will have her mind occupied with the



51

details of the morrow's dinner. The best time for such calls
is the afternoon, when there is a little more leisure than
in the forenoon. Sundays and holidays sometimes enable the
pPastor to find the men at home. The evenings are probably
the best time of sll, but in many parishes the rush of
activities makes this quite impossible, In making ecalls,
1t is natural that sometimes the pastor will find no one
at home., For these cases the pastor should have specially
printed cards which he may leave to inform the people that
he has called, and to let them know that he is interested
in them. Sueh a eard should contain the name of the cimrech
and its location, the time of the serviees and of the Sunday
school classes, and his own name address and telephone
mnmber., Further details on personal calling will be taken
up in the next section dealing with the Chureh Canvass.
People are of so many different backgrounds and cultural
conditions and individual prejudices are of such a varied
nature that it is obviously impossibly to outline approaches
for indivigwal cases. Lange treats this subject at sone
length, and cites numerous objections which people raise to
Christian docetrine or church membership, together with
brief answers to these ohjeetions.‘a

The past decades have definitply seun a change in the
evangelistic program of the church from extensive %o

intensive mission work. Former mission effort concentrated

40, Ila.nge' Op. cito. PPe. 40-60.



on reaching the masses of the people in a general way.
Today, the emphasis has necessarily shifted to the more
intensive, "fine tooth comd,” method. Intensive mission
Work is generally begun means of a well organized canvass,

In order that sueh intensive work may sncceed, it is
important that all details of the evangelistiec task be
well systematized., One of the first steps in beginning a
tanvass is to determine what are to be the geographiecal
boundaries of the field, The pastor should meet with
neighboring pestors and inform them of his purpose to
establish a new congregation, or to canvass a specific
urea,

Canvassers should be carefully instructed as to their
objectives and the methods best adapted to securing them,
A canvasser should be consoious of his high office as an
"Ambassador for Christ.” His clothing and general appearance
mist never be slovenly. First impressions count, It will
sertainly not antagonize any mission prospeect to find the
canvasser without cigarettes. Many people losé some respect
for the man who smokes, The sanvasser will do well to
refrain from smoking.

In eanvassing, we are dealing with people we have never
met before. A calm, reserved, cheerful friendliness is a
number one asset, The canvasser must know why he is there
and without fumbling get to the point, He mst be a good
listemer, but at the same time be able to direct the gon-

versation along proper lines and toward correct conclusions.




It is not the place of the canvasser to be argumentative.
Argument only antagonizes and never convinces. The purpose
of the canvass is not that of teaching the whole of Christian
dostrine, but merely to get essential information as to the
number of unchurched, their church preference if any, the
number of children in the home, ete. The other purpose

is to lay a foundation of friendship and good will which
will serve as an open door for further conversations at a
later time, Another important fact to remember is that the
canvasser does not in any sense try to give the impression -
that "he knows all the answers." No one knows all the
answers, When a wuestion is as;:ed which he camnot answer
with assurance, he will do well to admit his inability with
complete honesty. This kindles admiration and respect,
while the opposite procedure of trying to improvise an
answer ér to guess kindles only uncertainty, distrust and
contempt. It should go without saying that the canvasser-
as an ambassador of the King, should be meticulously cor-
rect in his behavior and his speech, Slang can well be
avoided. Courtesy and thoughtfulness for the wishes of the
other person are absolutely essential.

No canvass can be undertaken without proper provision
for records. Cards should be prepared for the desired in-
formation, It will be well if the canvasser will jot down
some personal references on each card so that he can more

easily recall the prospect when he makes his follow-up ocall.




Memory plays tricks, especially when hundreds of calls are
made. Anything that will prove valuable in the feollow-up
should be noted on the reverse of the sard before under-
taking the next call. On the evening of the canvass the
information should be transferred to permanent records and

tabulated according to the plan of operation for that par-

ticular parish,
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IV. THE APPROACH THROUGH LAY EVANGELISM

As an organization grows in size, there is generally
& corresponding centralization of administration., This is
necessarily so. Efficiency demands a centralized controli
Centralized control as a rule requires centralized finance.
This fact is at once perceivable both in the secular ad-
ministrations and in the church., In the state the steady
trend has been for the Federal government to take over a
larger and larger share of government administration. This
has been in the interest of greater effieiency. In the
church likewise, synods have taken over responsibilities of
S¢ongregations., The phase of this trend which concerms us
here is the centralized mission program of the church.

In the interest of having a unified mission poliey,
the administration of foreign missions has been placed in
the hands of central boards. Home missions likewise have
been generally under the direction of the Distriot Mis-
sion Board. There is much to be said in favor of such an
arrangement. Men can be placed more strategically than would
be possible if each congregation were to attempt this work

on its own, Foreign mission enterprises would loom too

large for any single congregation but can mow be undertaken
by groups of congregations working through a synodical board.
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Through such eentral administration, work can be carried
out in an orderly and systematic manner.

The centralization of administration is seldom an
unmixed blessing. Certainly it has not been such in the
Church, While it is true that centralization of authority
and responsibility have brought numerous advantages, it is
8lso true that this centralization has brought with it
soncomitent factors which have operated against the best
interests of the Church.

A8 one looks over the mission astivities of the major
mumber of Christian ehurches today, one is impressed by the
lack of mission activity on the part of the laity., Laymen
have come to look on mission work as the responsibility of
8ynods, or distriets, or churches, or preachers, but not
@8 their own direct responsibility. One reason for tkis
is, no doubt, the centralization of edministration in the
Church. Another reason may be the tendency #n our modern
age of specialization to assume that every man should apply
himself to the task for which he is particularly prepared
and keep his hands away from work in whioh he is not pro-
ficient. For this reason many laymen have hai a reticenc®
about personal evangelistic efforts. They feel first of
all that "the Church® is taking care of mission work. "They
support the church. The church does the work."™ In the
second plase many a layman feels himself 1ll-eqklipped to do
the work of an evangelist. Certainly these two attitudes
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find no eounterpart in the %teachings of Christ, nor in His
Eommission to His disciples,

It must be perfectly clear from the outset that no
mission program for the church can be considered succesaful
without the full participation of the laity in personal
eévangelism, The early followers of Christ seemed to under-
8tand the absolute need of using lay manpower. This fact
is appreciated in foreign mission fields, where every con-
vert is expscted to bring in others. In our own country,
however, insidious shackles of parish routine, coupled with
Some false notions as to the layman's abilities and respon-
sibilities, have made the laity of many parishes predominant-
1y passive receivers of the Word, rather than active mes-
Sengers of it. Xernahan has written much on the importance
of Lay Evangelism for the work of the Church, He seems %o
be fully aware of the tremendous potential which rests in
the laity. "The laymen can Christianize America in one
decade if they are carefully instructed and sfficiently
directed in this most sacred work within the realm of human
aotivity."41l ¥hether we fully agree with this statement or
not is not the point here. The point is that the laymen
gertainly do represent the foremost resource of the Church,
To fail to utilize this resource by careful, systematic
leadership is to fail in our duty to Eis Churoh. Kermahan
writes soncerning this great challenge:

41. Earl Kernahan, Adventures in Visitation Evangelism, p.l4.
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There is probably nothing greater in all the realm of
religious achievement than for the Church to discover
the indispensability of the layman in the business of
making Christian disciples. There is nothing rarer in
all Christian experience than for a layman to discover
the fact that if the Christian Kingdom is to be estab-
lished, Christ must go calling in the person of His
followers,42

As long as a pastor holds Beorof skepticism as to the
layman's ability to lead people to the Savior, he can scarce-
1y be expected to take time in his busy schedule to lead
laymen into the work of evangelism., There is a difficulty
here, Pastors have become accustomed to thinking in tradition-
el and conventional patterns, Perhaps nothing becomes
stereotyped quicker than a method., It is difficult for
the pastor to believe that the ordinary layman can win people
to Christ. If the pastor doesn't believe it, is it to be
wondered at that laymen are diffident? Jesus never showed
this lack of confidence. Xernahan cites this fact:

It is very evident to one who reads the Scoriptures
carefully that the only prerequisite that Christ
insisted upon for any one who was to do this work
was sincerity and friendship for Himself. He sent
men out to make disciples who had at that time no
other qualifications. One man went out to streass
the claims of Christ upon life who later rejected
Him, Another man went ocut and succeeded in attract-
ing the attention of some who later betrayed Him. A
man by the name of Thomas who was all mixed up in
his theology went calling in Jesus' name,43

The centralization of administration, whether in the
state or in the church, always ternds to shunt the indi-
vidual away from active participation, unless he is actually

iz.xornahan,'gg. cit., p. 16.
43. Ibid., p. 18.
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hired for some specific task. In the government men are
hired to do the work, while the people support the ad-
ministration through taxes. In the church professionally
trained laborers are engaged by the congregation, district
Or synod, and the work is supported through the contributions
of laity., Now there is one very essential difference here.
The state does not lack support from its citizens becsuse

it can levy taxes. It gets its support by compulsory means,
The Church depends upon the voluntary contributions of its
members, Members contribute because they see a need for
their money in the advancement of the Kingdom. Centralization
of administration tends to put intermediate steps betno_n
the layman the work of the ministry itself. He contributes
for needs he does not immediately see or feel. His sense

of mission obligation ceases with the payment of a certain
sum of money, After that the work of the church becomes

the responsibility of those to whom he has entrusted his
csontributions. Specifie opportunities seldom come his way.
He is confronted with the general mission obligation and
tends to feel, that if he does his little bit everything
will work out alright. He is confident that the wark will
be done, whether he contributes or not. The argument that
"if everyone felt that way, no work could be done"™ is to

him purely academic, and after all he is doing as much as
the rest., If the challenge is presented to the layman in

a way that olearly shows him a unique opportunity, the whole



8ltuation changes. He is confronted with a chance to do
8 ¥Work for Christ which will not be done, unless he does

his full part. The unigue opportunity presents him with a

unique responsibility. The practiecal truth can be seen
from a few illustrations., There are in this country some
Gongregations which support foreign missionaries. These
churches are not particularly wealthy, nevertheless they

are supporting six or more foreign missionaries. The mem-
bers of these congregations realize that "these missionaries

would not be sent unless we sent them." They recognize

their opportunity and responsibility in a way which would
be quite rare under centralized mission administration.

The fundamental idea is this:; Churches have centralized
for greater efficiency, but have lost in the process lay
résponsibility and activity. The solution is immediately

3o deal out specific opportunities to specific individuals

or groups. Anytime procedures are taken for centralization,
parallel procedures should be taken for spportionmeat of
responsibilities, If this is not done the lay constituency
will be divorced from concrete responsidbilities and will
tend toward apathetic responses.

To make this matter a little more direct and concrete
we will take the example of support for foreign missions.
Under thé present centralized control congregations and

members feel constrained to support the general mission
program of Syncd, ir the messure whieh they feel 1s proper.
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Their conception of what is proper may be determined in a
large degree by the example of other congregations about
them. If on the other hand synod presents to the individual

Gongregations the unique privilege and opportunity of sup-
porting a missionary in some.foreign field, with the under-
standing that unless this congregation (or congregations)
a0, this particular missionary can not be sent, the whole
thing becomes a matter of conscience for those members.,
Synod still retains the direction of mission policies, as
indeed it should, but by preseniing specific and definite
opportunities to small groups of Christians, each layman
is better able to see his own responsidility in the work of
the Kingdom,

A parallel case can be cited for the congregation 1t~
self, Here the emphasis is not so mach on econtribution,
a3 it 18 on direct lay evangelism. As long as each layman
is responsible for the conversion of all the unchurched in
the parish, he may likely feel inclined to say, "Let George
do it,"™ If the pastor will take the time and trouble to
ingtruet his members individually in the methods of lay
evangelism, the results will justify all his labor. The
pastor must then point out to each member that he has par-
ticular, unique opportunities to win eertain unchurched
people, people whom no one else can deal with quite as well.
Perhaps their unique opportunity is the result of a school
friendship, a business sssociation, or a neighborhood soeial




group. At sany rate, the pastor should duly impress upon

this member that these opportunities are his responsibilities.

They are talents for the service of the church and the Lord
will ask an accounting as t0 what use each Christian has
made of his opportunities. The pastor should make each
member whom he considers prepared to do this work respon-
8ible for & certain definite number of unchurched people.

He may ask kr, Smith to be responsible for the opportunities
at the bank in which he works, lir. Stewart for the Publie
Service Company, ¥r, Johason for City Ice and Coal, etec.
This procedure will seem somewhat new to many, and somewhat
naive to others, but the faet is that it is neither new nor
naive. Dr, Kernahan reports that wherever it has been tried
it has met with success. A successful pastor near Chicago
bhas followed this type of program for a number of years.

The Y. M. C. A. uses a parilllel system in recruiting its
members, and its numberless suscessful membership campaigns
testify to the soundness of the method.

In any program of lay evangelism it is a foremost
necessity that there is adequate provision for the adult
ingtruction of those who have been persuaded to investi-
gate the claims of the chureh, It should be emphasized that
the lay evangelist need not convert his prospect to a full
confession of faith in the Savior. It is enocugh that he
persuades him to "Come and see," After the unchurched man

or woman does come, it is of course necessary that Jesus

1 B



is really presented to them. Evangelists should consider
it part of their task to accompany adults to instruction
Périods and to integrate them into the group. In some
cases this will not be necessary, but in a great many it
will, An hour or two spent weekly in such a group will be
of benefit also to the evangelist.

Lay evangelism constitutes the most suecessful method
at our disposal for bringing the unchurched under the power
of the Word. In the average congregation there is a wealth
of manpower. The members of the average congregation con-
stitute a tremendous mission potential. This potential
rests in them by virtue of the unique position which they
hold over toward the umnchurched. In many cases laymen will
8écure a more ready entrance ihto the heart of the Un-
churched than a pastor. These parishioners have contacts
by the score of which the pastor is entirely unaware. The
pastor cannot possible know all of the opportunities in a
parish, nor be in a position to take advantage of them. The
laity is the pastor's number one opportunity. It will mean
hours of work in tr#ining his laymen. It will require ad-
ditional hours to lead laymen individually into this work,
either by direct help, or by eareful assigmnment to a specific
task. Granting all these faots, the pastor can spend a fair
measure of his time in no better way thak in guiding his

People in lay evangelism,
The first purpose of lay evangelism is to win the




Unchurched for Christ. There are other "by-produets” of
such a program, which while not directly evangelistic, do
have an indirect bearing and deserve mention here. A pro-
gram of this kind has its effect upon the regular "old
time" members of the ehureh, In many congregations people
are systematically taught that they should do mission work,
but they don't do it. No one has shown them how to do 1it.
The Lord's Commission is dinned in their ears Sunday after
Sunday, and in the majority of cases nothing happens. 0ld
habits and traditional inhibitions prevent the Christian
from being a missionary, He professes & dynamic faith, and
yet he is aware of the fact thaf; his lethargic mission prac-
tice is a crying contradiction. The thought cannot but
simmer beneath the subo.onscirms. "If I'm not doing anything
to win others for Christ, either I'm & poor Christian, or
else the whole thing really isn't so mportgnt.' He comes
to church Sunday after Sunday and receives of the Bread of
Life, but he is failing bo bring others to the feast of
love. Kernahan writes

For nineteen years I tried as a pastor to inspire

the members of the churches that I served to do this

work. I never succeeded in any large measure. The

convietion grew, year after year, that our method

was wrong. We had a plethora of impressions and no

adequate expressions. What we needed was not more

Serxices but more service.

Mere exhortation is not emough. There must be direct leader-
ship. Individuals mst be given specific responsibilities

44. Kernahan, op. eit., p. 24.



and shown how to fulfill them.

I have observed, however, that unless our courses in

religious education are supplemented by Visitation

Evangelism, neither the teacher nor the pupil will

ever fully know the immensity of Jesus' personality.

In fact after a person reviews all of the activities

of the Church as wsmally organized, he is compelled

to say that there is nothing that reveals the dynamic
of the Christian faith like Visitation Evangelism.4D

Another value of Lay Evangelism is the effeect it has
in elarifying confused religious thinking., In order to
teach others, one must first of all be clear on what he
himself believes. lLay Evangelism drives the evangelist
back on his resoursces. The big heart of the Christian
religion comes into its own, Shining above all else in
evangelism must be the Person of Jesus Christ the Savior.
Teaching others demands that the evangelist clarifies his
thinking with regard to the central Christian message.

Another "by-product" of lay evangelism is that it
drives people into the Seriptures. No "Ambassador of the
King" can represent his Lord long without desiring to read
the dispatches from his Home Country.

Hand in hand with evangelism grows the consciousness
that sin is inconsistent in Christian 1ife. This fact is
readily observable in the lives of many people who have
mended their ways, not only because they realized that what
they had been doing was wrong, but also because thoy feared
that their sin might prejudice some soul against &he mes-

sage of salvation.

45. Kernahan, op. ¢it., pp. 27-28.
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Lay Evangelism has another great benefit. It teaches
Christians to wateh for mission opportunities. Im the
course of years Christian evangelists learn to look upon
their assoclates, not just as the milkman, the barber, the
grocer and the like, but to look deeper and see a human
personality, an immortal soul which is perishing without the
Lord Jesus Christ. It takes time in the beginning to get
pPeople to be real lay migsionaries and to think of every
person they meet as a possible mission prospect, but when
this realization does come home, it pays dividends for
years to come. Many times the adult converts themselves
become some of the most active lay missionaries.

The more Christians are trained to see their opportunities
for mission service, the more they will recognize their owm
responsibilities. Lay evangelism develops & sense of mis-
8ion responsibility which asserts itself in many areas of
Christian life. Nothing can so concretely dramatize the
"Stewardship of Life" idea as active mission participation.

Last but not least, lay evangelism gives practical
understanding of what it takes to do the work of the Church.
Congregation members realize that while the Lord can use
the smallest gift in the service of His Kingdom, yet the
Church cannot support her mission program on nickels and
dimes. There is danger that those who are not actively
participating in mission work get the idea that in some
nysterious way the Lord w:lli take even niggardly om tri-
butions and with them finanece a vast mission program.
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Far be it from anyone to accuse the Lord of not doing His
part, but at the same time mission history 1ndicaten thaet
it 8till requires more money to support ten missionaries
than to support two. 4 laity which is active in mission
enterprise itself will be quick to sense the practieal
Téquirements of a mission program. They will realize that
great missions require great sacrifice. Lay evangelism
builds the matter of missions up from wishful thinking to

Practical evaluation.




V. THE APPROACH IN PREACHING

Preaching to the Unchurched may at first sight appear
to be merely an academic subject. Sermons are as a rule
Preached to congregations and congregations are made up
Primarily of those people who are regular church members.
It may seem strange therefore that anyone seeks to
postulate a thesis that sermons should be p'rel.ch.d with a
view to reaching the Unchurched,

Actually the sermon which appeals to the Unchurched
appeals to the congregation member as well. Preaching to
the Unchurched 1s simply good preaching. The essential
difference is this; that where regular church members may
come to church even though the sermon is not just what it
should be, the Unchurched will ngt. If a sermon is to draw
the Unchurched it mmst be the very best., In addition it
mst take cognizance of the peculiar prejudices which the
non-church member has toward religion, preachihg and the
like., This chapter will devote itself therefore to a brief
consideration of those elements of preaching which are most
essential, most easily overlooked and most likely to win
the Unchurched.

In the first place we come to & comsideration of the

Content of the sermon. The sermon must havé a message.

v
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Many of the Unchurched do not attend services because they
feel that the message of the sermon is irrelevant to them,
There may be many reasons for this. Sad to say, in many
cases, the reason is that the churches whieh they formerly
attended had no real message. The church whose pastor
speaks elogquently on every secular subject from aviation
to atoms, but neglects the "balm to heal the smitten
ke art" has no message for the Unchurched. The scientist.
is not interested in the clergyman's views on the atom, the
botanist is not interested in his views on the trailing ‘
arbutus, the political economist is not interested in his J
views on the United Nations. The Unchurched are cunning :
in this; they come to church expecting to hear a message
from God.

It follows that if the sermon is to reach the Unchurd ed

it mst be anchored and rooted in God's message to man.
God's message to man inoludes the whole Bible, but padti-
cularly it is the revelation of His Son, Jesus Christ.
Snyder states that this revelation is not always preached:

I have heard sermons in Christian churches that could
have been preached by any wide-awake rabbi. There

is something extremely depressing in this prostitutiomn
of our calling. Christ is the key to the interpretation
of the Seriptures and of every worthy preachirg text

in the Scoriptures. Therefore the final test of any
sermon is not merely, "Is it Soriptural?” but "Is

it Seriptural in the evangelical sense? Is it aflame
with the Gospel?"46

46. Russell D. Snyder, Reality in Preaching, D. 24.
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Dr, Fritz sums the matter up in short order; "If you don't
preach the Gospel, you may as well not preach at all.
People can go to hell without you." The minister must be
bold in his preaching of the Law and the Gospel. There is
nothing else. Culture fails, education fails, humanity
fails, In the past decade all these vaunted "saviors”
have littered the world with millions of corpses and se-
mular knowledge has been the leading handmaiden of destruct-
ion. The Unchurched today will come to church they feel
that the church is offering what they can get nowhere else,
That means that the church must give a message, not from
man, but from God. In such a case the message will be
authoritative. We have heard it dinned in our ears so
often that the world wants to be rid of authority that we
unthinkingly give assent. But is this really true? It
should be clear that the man who comes to church today is
not coming to hear humsn speculations., Of such he has a
super-abundance every day. He comes to church for a message
from God.
We are living in a time when institutions that cannot
speak with authority are in process of being consigned
to the scrap heap. I can remember the days when man
seemed to feel that there was something inherently sin-
ful in authority. It irked him immeasurably. Of late
he had had a change of heart, or rather a change of

heart is being forced upon him by a stern logic of
reality. BHe is now turning with a longing that is
almost pathologiocal to those who have the will and the
courage to command. There is a comparable tendency
in the realm of the soul. Men have lost confidence in
the cavalier theorizing that graced and disgraced the
American pulpit only a few years ago. They come to
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us for an authoritative message, a voiece from on

The matter of the preacher's message was covered in Chapter
Two, Here it is enough to note that no sermon will sppeal
to the Unchurched in the Christian sense, unless it high-
lights Sin and Grace., Millions of Unchurched today would
give their right arms to know the destiny which lies in
Store, and without any authoritative Word, they are purning
hopelessly from futile faiths to quirky mediums, but never
finding peace for their restless souls .... until they are
brought face to face with the Son of God.

The Unchurched have peculiar prejudices against re-
ligion. Sometimes this is due to their association with
certain modernist churches which have offered them sticks
and stubble, when they had come expecting bread. It is
8aid that everyone unconsciously seeks a healing theology.
To cure the sin which besets the soul no mere shallow
sentimental moralisms will suffice. As Dr. Maier says,
"You cannot cure cancer with cosmetics nor check a brain
tumor with a haircut."48 The cure must be nothing short of
the full Gospel of Jesus Christ. Christianity should not
be thought to consist in the assent to a set of logical
8yllogisms., The charge has been raised that the church has
in many cases drifted into 13th centure scholasticism,

47, sm.r. 22. °1t.. Pe 3b.
48, Walter A. Maier, Christ for Every Crisis, quoted by

SWd‘r. _02. °1to. Pe 23.
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brought "™ap to date” by Melanchthon. It is thought by some
that the first step in presenting Christianity to the
Unehurched is to establish the imspiration and inerrancy of
the Scriptures. After this fact has been duly apprehended,
it is possible to get assent on all the cardinal doctrines
of Christianity. Now in reality, belief in the inspiration
of the Seriptures is rather a fruit of faith, than a cause
of it, Christian faith comes not from a system of Aristo-
telian syllogisms, but from the presentation of God's grace
to man through Jesus Christ. When God's grace through
Christ is preached to men, the invitation is extended to
"Come back to God," and by the power of the Holy Spirit
many do accept Christ as their Savior, even when they do
not yet understand how the fish could have swallowed Jonah
or how Genesis can be harmonized with their conceptions of
modern geology. The immediate source of Christian faith
and certainty is not first of all to be clear on the in-
spiration of the Seripture but Christ. Now certainly the
Christian will recognize the Seripture as God's inspired
Word. Such recognition is the fruit of faith. Without the
Gospel of Christ, the Seripture would be quite meaningless.
It is the Christian who ocan truly appreciate that the

Seripture is God's Word which is able to make him wise unto
salvation, which is in Christ Jesus. The preacher who

wishes to reach the Unchurched should clearly perceive that
his number ome purpose is to portray Jesus Christ and through
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Him, God's grace to men.

In considering the techniques of sermon preparation

and éelivery, attention must naturally be focused on the
minister himself, The minister in the pulpit_:l.s a channel
of communication between God and she hearer. He is not the
Source of the information but the channel for it. DIr.
Caemmerer likens the minister to & window through whish
those who look ean sce the grace of God in Jesus Christ.
Ee points out that the minister should be not a "dirty win-
dow" and so obscure the Gospel message, ror should he try
to be a "beautiful colored window" so that people will say
"Look at the pretty window," but he should be a e¢lear win-
dow so thzt people looking through him will say, "Look at
the Light!" fThe sermon must carry the convistion to the
hearer, "God is speaking to mel!™ When the minister preaches
directly the content of God's Word, there is bound to be
the impact of the Spirit on life. In such a case, God is
speaking to men,

The first consideration in sermon preparation is that
the author have clearly in mind just what he proposes to i
teach in a given sermon. A oareful study of the text will
reveal that God lays down certain principles which have
implications for life. The preacher mst first be clear

on what God says, This in many cases requires the careful

study of the text ip the original. After God's message is
clearly perceived the next step 1s to consider what the
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implications for that message are in terms of life situations.
What experiences there are in the lives of people which have
direet relationship to the message of God. The better the
pastor knows his people the better he will be able to under-
stand the implications which a text holds for them. As

the minister meditates on the needs of his people and on
God's message for them a ppecific unified goal should
crystalize for him. Often this is the mest difficult part
of the sermon. Often goals present themselves which are
inadequate. Since the Goal will in a large measure deter-
mine the sermon it is of first importance to see that the
goal is properly oriented with respect to the Gospel. It

is a tragedy for a minister to find a "clever" idea for a
g8oal, and develpp it and then find that the whole sermon

was man-motivated, rather than Christ-motivated. It is not
easy to get the conerete goal or central thought in mind.
Dr. Theodore Graebmer suggests that the $houghts of the text
be listed on separate slips of paper so that piece by piece
the whole doctrine of the text may be extracted. He then
suggests that the separate ideas be placed in proper relation
to each other under a more general head. After the central
thought has been seized upon, it can perhaps by careful
study be still further defined and delimited to make the

central thought of the sermon specifiec, clear and comecise,
Rext to the central thought is the plan. There must
not only be a goal, but also a route by which to reach that
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goal. This route is the planned presentation. No general
Tule can be laid down which will with mathem&tical certainty
fit all sermons or all texts. The text speaks life and

life cannot be categorized. An outline which would fit

one sermon for a particular congregation might be quite out
of place in another. In drawing up prineiples for the plan
of the sermon therefore, i1t is necessary to eonfine ourselves
to the basic essentials which will in general hold good for
all conditions.

In drawing up the plan for the sermon, one should be
aware of the requirements of modern style, Peoples' tastes
change from time to time, Buildings which were built fifty
t0 a hundred or more years ago show marked differences from
¢urrent structures, Take for example the large business
houses of a large city. The older styles showed & marked
tendency toward ornateness, bordering in some cases on the
baroque-roooco style whiech in the 17th and 18th centuries
actually met with quite universal approval. Today as we
look at these structures we are inclined to feel that sush
ornateness is extravagant, wasteful, purposeless, and not
particularly attractive. By contrast a modern skyscraper

 looks good although 1% is as bald as a cheese box with its

plain vertical and horizontal lines. Now the important ‘
thing is that tastes have changed! The ormateness which
was once considered beautiful is to the citizen of the rush-

ing 20th century, not at all attractive. Modern man's sense

=
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of what is right and proper in style has been largely
molded by the concept that "form must follow function."
What holds good in architecture holds good for sermon
structure as well, Every part of the sermon must serve
the central purpose., The modern unity is dynamic rather
than a cluster of associated ideas. From the word go, the
sermon must begin to move toward 1ts climax or goal. The
destination need not be immediately disclosed, but the
pastor should be sure that every sentence is carrying him
substantially closer to the goal he seeks to achieve., There
is om@ field where most people are able to excell in Just
this very thing. That is in telling a joke. VWhen we begin
to tell a joke, the first thing we think about is the "punch
line," the goal we are aiming for, Then as we begin to lay
the stage for that punoh line, we keep in mind what kind
of people wezﬁ;gaking to, whether they are children or
adults, men or womcn, and the like. Every part is molded
to fit the imagination of those with whom we are dealing.
No detail is omitted which would take the force out of the
"punch line.” Finally vhen the stage is properly set, we
drive home the "punch line"™ and hppe everyone laughs. Now
the essential point here is that from the very start the
Joke was "goal motivated and goal controlled.” Everything
that went into the preliminaries had its purpose in getting

people to laugh. I% may seem to some a bit facetious to
compare a sermomn to the telling of a joke, dbut what is
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intended here is that a sermon should rise from whatever
humble beginnings, establish the necessary road-beds and
drive toward e persuasive olimax,

The general plan of a sermon should be eonstructed in
line with the central thought, The purpose must be dominant,
The goel must be achieved! The clearer the goal is in the
mind of the pastor, the eassier it will be for him to construct
& plen Yo schieve it, When one knows clearly what must be
done, the ctrength and wherewithal %o do it is more easily
sumaoned. It is preeisely here that many sermons fall down.
It may look like inactivity personified for a pastor to
meditate over bis text and his purpose for hour on end,
before he puts a word of his sermon on paper, but it is here
that the real depth of analysis and aptness of spplication
&€et into the sermon. The architect im designing a house
does not make a rudimentary sketch and them build a house.

He knows precisely what kiné of house he will build before

he neils one piece of lumber to amother. He is aware of the
fact that the front porch must be in harmony with the entire
structure. Until he has conceived of the whole building as

& harmonious, effective unit, Le does not begin %o build,

In the process of building,some small additions or correcti ons
may be necessary, but these are minor. The completed house

is essentially what Le had coneeived it to be before the

actual building ever began. In a like way no sermon should
be written piecemeal., Every part of the sermon should
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contribute to its dyhamie purpose of persuasion.

A good sermon is always interesting. Intereat is not
Just an added nicety. It is a fundamental requirement for
bPreaching and especially for preaching to the Unchurched,

We will briefly consider some of the devices for achieving
interest. A man is interested in what has relevance to his
own welfare. If a sermon doesn't interest it is because
the man feels it has no real relation to himself or his
welfare., There can be no real teaching in such a sermon.
Worse still a vital subject is introduced and then dismissed
in such a way that the hearer gets the impression that re-
ligion is something whiohi';: particular significance for
him, There is no real teaching without interest. If
People are faught in church they will come back. That is
another way of saying that if the sermon is to draw the
Unchurched it must interest. The sermon must be relevant
%o the interests and needs of the laity. It is a common
complaint of Unchurched that the sermon deals with theology
but that theology has no meaning for life. The Unchurched
are not particularly interested in theological problems.

It may be quite important for the theologian to know the
geography of the Holy Land, but the Unchurched are not going
to come to church to hear a parson discourse on the sub-
Ject. It is easy for a pastor to fall into the practice

of inflicting theological problems on the laymen. It would
be well for every pastor to make every sermon pass & "So

what?" test. He should mercilessly go through the sermon
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8nd strike out whatever does not have a clear relationship
to the needs of his hearers. In some cases he will be
surprised at how much his sermon will be improved by
elimination of the unnecessary and irrelevant. Every state-
ment of a sermon must be a logical step in its progression
toward the final goal., We must deny ourselves interesting
8ide-issues and concentrate on leading our hearers swiftly,
8tep by step to the desired goal.

Another element of interest is movement. Advertizing
experts are well aware of the psyochological faet that in
movement there is interest, It is said that Cicero's famoms
dictum was that the three requisites for a good presemtation
are "Movement, movement, movement." It should be the aim
of the minister to send parishioners t'ayl from church with
one main idea in mind. The sermon which moves steadily
toward some definite goal has the advantage that it is
easily remembered. It is a good feeling to sit in the pews
and to feel "We're moving. We're getting somewhere. We're
not bogged down in some irrelevant speculation. We're not
riding the slow freight of verbosity which picks up verbal
freight at every side issue, but we're on the Streamliner.
Wi're seeing the scemery, but above all, we're getting therel”

Another matter to be borns# in mind when preaching to
the Unchurched is clarity. No ome is interested for long
in what he does not understand. If the terminology or the
argument of a sermon is difficult it is very probable that



hany, both regular members and unchurched, will fail to
Tollow the progression. Each paragraph of a sermon may
have a specific point following logically upon what has gone
before, but if each paragraph has not definitely elinched
that point, it will be a rare genius who will be able to
follow the progression of the sermon. Naturally if a link
or two in the progression is missed, interest is lost as
well, The audience should never be allowed to feel, "What
is he talking about?" "What's the conneetion?” A sermon
mst be "Over oclear." The reason for this is twofold.
First she pastor is apt to take $00 much for granted. He
knows the progression, follows it easily and supposes his
people will do likewise. Secondly, the hearers are all
human enough to take a few moments here or there for re-
flection and hence may miss a link in the presentation.
Unless the presentation is doubly clear, these people will
have lost the connection and be unable to reestablish it.
Clarity and order go hand in hand. Only the clear can be
impressive and only the orderly will be remembered. Some
pastors explicitly state the point of each paragraph at
successive stages in the development of the sermon. ZThe
effect of one point succeeding another logieally and force-
fully does much to hold interest. It ecannot be done in all
sermons, or it will lose its effect, but where the progres-

sion is not made clear by literal statement, it should be

¢lear from the presentation.
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The Chinese have a proverb that "One picture is worth
ten thousand words." There is a corrolary to that proverbd
which states that "He is the true preacher, who can turm
an ear into an eye." The more graphic and distinct a pastor
°an make his presentation, the easier it will be compre-
hended and the more effective his message will become. There
are words which more than others have graphic content. The
minister should avoid genoral aljectives and seek those with
8 definite graphic content, Instead of "yery hot" use
"blistering.” Instead of "very cold" use "ieey." In
painting pictures today, the artist must conform to the mind
of his audience. We are today dealing with an sadience
which is steeped in exaggeration. Every form of advertisement
seeks to leave the impression that it is the very best.

A small inconsequential produst is played up as though the
future of the race might well depend on it alone. A tour
through many modern art galleries will show the same thing.
On one canvass the sole subject is an old tattered shoe ...
but it is deemed important enouohr to ocoupy a canvass 23
by 3 feet. Nearby is a painting of a skull of a cow. Not
& very important subjeot, but it too is spread over about
elght square feet of canvass. We are living in a time of
¢olossalism. If a thing is to be thought important it must
rate gpace. Now nothing could be more ridiculous than such a
toncept, but it is nevertheleas prevalent today, and the
minister will do well to recognize this quirk of the 20t}

=
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¢entury mind. Colossalism and impressionism are almost
correlatives. Impressionism is another form of isolation
and exaggeration. The basic idea is given prominence. In
painting sermonic pictures the pastor should beware of
inflicting on his audience unnecessary details which becloud
the lesson he strives to teach. Seek out the heart of the
message and make it crystal clear.

The Lord Jesus constantly used pictures when He spoke,
Booth claims that in the Sermon on the Mount alone there
are 58 metaphors.49 The metaphor is a powerful figure of
Speech and if well used, gives a vivid gquality to the st}le.
The man who may completely miss the grandeur in a simple
abstract statement, will more readily catch the message
in a picture, metaphor or simile. It requires effort to
translate the technical phraseclogy and abstract concepts
of theology into the vocabulary of the layman audience.

The easy way is to simply spout theological jargon and
Piously hope that the audience will through the grace of
God and the power of the Spirit fully comprehend what would
otherwise be quite vague and unintelligible.

The theological vocabulary of many a parson beclouds
his sermon message. It is not the purpose here to go into -
& lengthy discussion of which words are sulitable for sermmm
use and which are not, but a few illustrations may suffice.

41.36 John Nicholls Booth, The Quest for Preaching Power,
D. .




The average layman, to say nothing of the Unchurched, has
only a vague idea of such terms as sanctification, regene-
ration, jJustification, atonement, Gospel, modernism,
Romanism, and the like. This is not to imply that the lay-
Man could not give quite a satisfasctory explanation of what
these terms mean. The point here is that these abstract
¢oncepts just don't "talk" to the layman, nor for that mat-
ter even to the theologian. These terms have their proper
Place in Dogmatics text books and theological essays, but
not in a sermon. A sermon should deal in concrete, vivid
terms, The use of unfamiliar or abstract words will do

mch to discourage the unchurched visitor. The Unchurched
Will be especially grateful to the pastor who speaks "in
their language.® Thackeray, Dickens, and even Martin Iuther
held the interest of the common man becsmse they "had the
key to the street." To speak in the idiom of the common

han does not imply the use of wvulgar oxpriuiou. It simply
requires a clear picturesque style, It is a good idea to
make a list of good words which oeour in the current litera-
ture and look at 1t from time to time. During the past

war there were a good many words which made excellent sense
to almost everyone., There were words like convoy, entrenmch,

gver-run, frontline, sentry, hoard, lomeliness, strategy,

sacrifice, blitz, infiltration. These are only a brief
sample of words which to particulsr sudiences were pregnant

with meaning. Events do give meaning to words. Tell a




man that bereavement is a sad thing, and he will probably

nod assent. He probably doesn't really understand. Tell
the same thihg to a man who has just lost his son or his
wife, and he will probably agree, "Yes, it is a sad thing."
There is a difference! The one understands and the other
doesn't. There are words which at a given time paint a
pieture. The pastor who has mastered the art of turning an
ear into an eye will find even the Unchurched coming to
hear him,

Another method of achieving clarity and interest is
the use of illustration. A sermon without any illustrations
is quite likely to be too abstract. Both Jesus and Saint
Paul used good illustrations. It is impossible here to go
into a discussion of all the different types of 1llnatrations;

-
-

but there are a few essential facts which cannot be over-
looked., Illustration is essential., People do not as a
rule remember abstraet truth. A sermon which deals only
in abstractions is soon forgottem. The attention of people
today is erowded with the visible and the concrete. Unless
sermons are illustrated in terms of the visible and con-
crete, many people will be unable to remember what it was
all about,

The question is often raised as to where illustrations
should be used. No single answer c‘n be given, but it is
generally agreed that as a rule no illustrations should be

used in the introduotion and should be used only rarely




In the sonclnsion. 7The position of fllustraticns in the
Sermon is not of as mach importance as is the function of
the 1llustration in terma of the goal or plan, There should
Tirst be g literal sketeh of the abstraction, then followa
the illustration. The most important point and the one
Which is most often overlooked is capitalizing on the il-

lustration. Often an 1llustration is given and no further

use is made of it. When an illustration has made clear a
doetrinal proint, it is then that the real opportunity comes
to make that illustration do a job. Every illustration
should have a "follow-up." TIllustration merely to amae or
embellish are out of place., It is not the number of il-
lustrations which counts, bu% the appropriateness of those
chosen, and the use which is made of them. Illustrations
are not "filler" for the sermon, but they are a "tool."

It does no good merely to lay the tool out before the audience.
Before it can be regarded as worth while, 1t must do a
Job,

It is a good rule to reject the first illustration
whish comes to mind., I% is probably too commonplace. Books
of sermon illustrations as a rule prove quite useless. The
real illustration comes from the imagination of the preacher
and from his sense of what is real in the lives of his
people. "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and illustratims
will be added unto you."50

50. H"itt. _02. cito. DPe 160.




A large proportion of the Unchurched are men. Just
What the reason for this is is hard to say. The minister
Should preach to men. In his choice of 11].utrat1cb.ns the
minister should use masculine illustrations., Saint Paul
was expert in this., Let illustrations be taken from the
man's world: the athletic illustrations, the architectural,
the military, the historical, the political, the ecmnomiec
and the mechanical. If more sermons took illustrations
from the man's world, there would be more lusbamnds in chmmech
With their wives., In general, let it be remembered that
meén consider themselves practical people. Facts impress
more than theories. Let the illustration be accurate with
respect to detail! ILet it be real!

Another device to achieve clarity in presentation is
to preach powerful alternatives. A thing takes on a measure
of clarity when it can be related to lonothi_ng else., The
audience is constantly struggling for the proper perspective.

If the minister can deftly outline two divergent courses of

action, briefly analyze both and hold them forth to the
audience, there can be only one choice., The audience is
conscious that it itself has made & decisién. The man in

the pew has himself rejected the bad and chosen the good.

The important thing is that he has done it for reasons which
he himself understands, His convietion isn't the result

of direct moralizing: "This is bad. This is good. Therefore
choose the good." His conviction has risen from his own
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déliberation. He himself has come to realize that one is
the alternative of Satan and the other is the altermative

of God, It is eagy for a man to follow such a presentation.
Another device which aids in clarity and interest is

the judicious use of interrogative sentences. A question

will focus the attention squarely on the problem and will
stimlate thought. A real question is not such a guestion
88, "Should we not all therefore be tharn®ful...?" The
Question should stimulate thought. Sush a question as, "wWhy,
why, does this happen? What's lying behind these things?"
When attention is thus fooused to the problem, a ehallenge

18 issued to the hearers to seek the solution, and at the
same time they are perfectly clear as the point under dis-

cussion,
Another requisite for interesting preaching is a sharp

and specifie analysis of the text and its application.
Shallow exposition and application to general needs falls
short of the goal. To speak in general platitudes is uni-
formly fatal to interest., Specifiec dostrines must be re-
lated to specific situations in life. To preach directly
$0 the needs of an audience requires deep study. It re-

quires an analysis in many cases of the underlying causes
Surface application is

for the basic needs of his hearers.
futile, Platitudes are shed like water from a duck's back.
The application must get down to the fundamental probdlem.

If the pastor fails to understand what this problem is, he is

guite unable to deal with it adequately.




Another quality in preaching which will attract the
Unchurched is gympathy. The minister should not take 1t
for granted that his audience knows that he loves them. This
fact should become imnediately apparent from the very way
he organizes his material. At no point in the development
mst there be the impression that the parson is talking
against the people. O0f one preacher it was said that "He
loves people into the kingdom of God.” In order to carry
this out praciically, the minister rmust understand just
what is going on in the mind of his hearer. He has to know
how he thinks and just how the world looks to him, The
very choiee of words which the preacher uses will reflect
his inner spirit. There has to be a genuine interest in
people. "The same test of preaching ... is found in Dr.
Fosdick's description of his usual revision of a written
sermon, not for the purpose of polishing phrases--guite the
¢ontrary-~for the purpose of discovering where, if at all,
an interest in words has subordinated an interest in pecple."5l
The next aspect of sermon structure which plays a direot
part in winning the Unchurched is brevity. The Unchurched
are not éonditioned to sit for long periods of sermoxnio
instruction. Any attempt to make them sit lomger than their
interest dictates results in an unpleasant experience.
They want to get out anmd go home. Therefore the minister

51. Halford E. Iuccock, In the Minister's Workshop, p. 68.




1s wise who can judge how long he can hold interest, amnd
then preach not quite that long. We can't compel people to
come to church. If they leave with the feeling that the
sermon was "too long," they will hesitate %o returm. I
is best to leave them wanting more. Dr. MoClure remarking
one morning as he was about to oondlnde his sermon, that
he had not really finished his subject and that he would
therefore continue it the next Sunday. "I know that Dr.

» When he was here, spoke for over an hour, but

he didn't have to stay here as I do0." The good attendance
the next Sunday testified to the fact that Dr. MeClure showed
8004 judgement.

Brevity is not to be though of only in terms of minutes.
Brevity is coupled with movement and progressiomn. By
brevity is meant the opposite of wordiness. Some preachers
habituelly use ten words when six would do mmech better, or
use a long paragraph where two sentences would achieve their
purpose. After a sermon is written it is well for the
author to go through it ani rudhlessly strike out every word
which is unnecessary. Sometimes whole sentences can be
ommitted, or phrases which contribute l.ittlo or nothing,.
After this has been done, a wise plemn is to have some good
friend, a fellow minister, go through the sermon =nd weed
out prolix statements which are not apparent to the author
himself, A sermon "boiled down" in the way will invariably
be five or six minutes shorter. That means five minutes




less tedious, 20§ olearer, 20§ faster progression, if we

°an tabulate these things at all in such a mechanical way.
The point is that the quicker you can make your point, the
better, Few sermons ever err by brevity. An old maxim

has it; "The good if brief is doubly good. The bad, if there
is little of it, is not so bad.,” One thing is certain; tim$
from the point of view of attracting the Unchurched a sex-
mon should make its point without carrying any excess bag-
gage. It is surprising what an important element brevity

18 in the mind of the layman.

No sermon should be considered complete until a study
has been made of the delivery. A good delivery will draw
People, One can read the semmons of some of the great
Preachers of the past and be entirely unimpressed. Of
Phillips Brooks it is said that one had to hear him to ap-
pPreciate him, The basic fundamentals of speech are of
really prime importance. It is trite to say that the
Preacher should speak loudly and distinetly, but it is
nevertheless in placc, Few sermons are ever too loud and
none too distinet. Many an otherwise good delivery falls
flat because it was not spoken with enough vim, vigor and
®itality. All force is no good either. There should be

Places where the sermon glides along easily. Other places

where it races, places where it plods methodieally from
one point to the next. There must be some places along the
way where the audience can rest., ILaymen cannot nor will not

k. e -
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listen to 20 minutes of difficult material without a rest.
Above all there must be that cumulative emotiomal progres-
sion which leads the sermon to rise to i%s highest point
of intensity and earnestness. The climsx need not be loud
or bombastic, but it should be clear, powerful and impres-
8ive,

The minister should radiate the joy of preaching. An
opera singer who would sing as though singing was hard
irksome work would soon be without a publie and a Job.
Preaching is the minister's element, and it is a thrill to
see a minister preaching and enjoying it. The i1dea is not
that the minister should be constantly referring to the Joy
of Christian life with ecstatic exchamations, but that his

whole manner will radiate the fact that he is supremely happy

about the God-given opportunity to speak a message from
God's Word.

The price of right preparation is small compared with
the price of correct, impressive utterance., To stanml

well poised, majestic with the joy of preaching, meeting

every eye, using only the inevitable gestures, to be
eloquent with the right emphasis and spontanedus ex-
pression which moves the emotions deeply; to utter our
thoughts so as to leave their naked strength irresis-
tibly to the will ,.. what price??? Your entire per-
sonalitg It is a spiritual price, paid wholly to
Christ.b2

David Hume went to hear Whitefield preasch in london. A
friend asked him, "You surely don't belisve what he says,
do you?" Hume is reported to have replied, "Ne, dut he

52. Hewitt, op. eit., p. 1¥5.




hear the man who
does." Inven the unbelieving will come to

d won-
has a real message and who speaks it with force an

vietion.




9%

VI. THE APPROACH THROUGH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

A darge proportion of the Unchurched in the United
States are children under the age of 16 years. Recent
figures indicate that there are about 17,000,000 ehildren
in the United States without any religious instruction.
These children constitute the greateast single missionary
challenge in the United States. These children must be
reached with the Gospel! Somehow, some method must be de-
vised which will win these childremn for Christ, The task
is stupendous! Some practical solution must be found.

Fortunately, we have in our church a program already
set up in model form, which if expanded to its full poten-
tial strength can reach large numbers of these children,
as well as their unchurched parents. The one agency which
lends itself to contacting these unchurched children and
integrating them into the fold of Christ's Church is the
Christian Day School., We have at present only a limited
number of churches which have made use of their opportuni-
ties in a Christian Day School. The purpose is not here
to discourse at length on the necessity for Christian
Schools, but merely to poigt out that a Christian Day

School is a foremost requirement in reaching the Unchurched.
In the first place it should be clear that we do not
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in any sense lack for secular education. Gunantitively
speaking we have more schools, larger schools, better
staffed schools, more expensive and better equipped schools
than ever before in history. In spite of this, education
has failed to train the youth properly. Juvenile Delin-
quency has reached an all time high.
A plague of juvenile delinquency is sweeping the land.
Our Jjuvenile detention homes are crowded to overflowing.
Qur hospitals are filled with the youthful viectims
of the diseases of immorality. Law enforcement of-
ficers, from J, Edgar Hoover, Chief of the G-=Men, to
the chiefs of police in our humblest citiem, have
sounded the desparate alarm; hell has broken loose
on the home front! The mothers of tomorrow are being
made unfit for their God-given calling by the rorcos
of debauchery loose in our land,b52
Education has failed to train the character of youth, not
because we didn't have enough of it, but because it wasn't
of the right kind. Christian education is not only a re-
ligious necessity, it is a social necessity. It is not
the purpose here to emumerate the countless spiritual bles-
sings of the parochial school. Ve are interested only in
ascertaining the fact that widening e¢ircles of the non-
Christian world are becoming aware of the fact that secular
education definitely fails to train the whole man. The
theories of progressive education have made their little
contributions, and words such as "integration," "self-
expression,"” and "orientation" are flung about as though

they were magic keys to educational success. In spite of

52. Dan Gilbert, The Truth About Juvenile Delinguency,
P. 9.




the best efforts of secular education the results achieved
are dismal,

More and more people are coming to recognize that some-
thing is definitely lacking in the seédular character train-
ing of the youth., The Unchurched certainly are not greatly
concerned with spiritual values, but they are concerned
that their children shall be fine, upright citizens. 1In
this fact lies a unique opportunity for the chureh whieh is
willing to take on the added responsibilities of Christian
Eduecation.

The future of the church lies in a large measure with
the yoush. The older folks, apart from being quite set
in their ways and habits, soon disappear from the scene.
All political ideologies in recent years have taken cog-
nizance of the fact that youth training is fundamental .
Christian education should become the general rule for ocon-
gregations. Those wﬁich are too small to support a school
of their own, can in many cases consolidate with other
congregations, Christian education is a necessity first of
all for the children of the congregation., They alone war-
rant the cost of sueh a venture, but when the tremendous
mission possibilities of a parish school are realized there
can be no doubt that the congregation has a mission oppor-

tunity right at its front door.
It will not be deemed necessary here to discuss at

length the value of Christian DPay School training, A
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school where the love for Christ is the basie motivation of
the instructor, and where children are taught the implications
of the Gospel for Christian life, 18 one of the highest
blessings God can bestow upon any group of ehildren. Some
effects of Christian training evidence themselves even to

the most casual observer. Even unchurched people notice the
difference in chargcter training in a Christian Day School.
It is not uncommon for non-Christian parents to come to the
pastor with the request to enroll a son or daughter in the
school, because "we Just can't do a thing with them at home,”
We definitely have something in our Christian Day Schools,
and large numbers of the Unchurched realize this fact., In
this realization there is a wonderful mission opportunity
for us.

Most unochurched parents will be willing to send their
children to a parochial school, if the school is really a
good one and the approach is properly made, Often people
who themselves never attend church send their children to
a parochial school because "religion never hurts anybody."
In presenting the matter to the Unchurched, the purely ocul-
tural and ethical values of the parochial school should be
fully explained, but no attempt should be made to minimize
the spiritual valmes, The Unchurched might not care to send
their ehildren for spiritual values alone, but by calling
attention to the very core and heart of the instruction,

testimony is given to the parent as well that "secular
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education is not enough" ... for them either.

Another mission possibility in the parochial school is
that the children themselves are missiomaries and witnesses
for Christ. Often it would have been futile to appeal to
non-Christians to come to church. They had no time for
church, Church had been pushed way back into a dusty nook
of their minds. It occupied no place in their thinking.

Even with such people it is sometimes gquite an easy matter

to get them to send their children to the parochial school.
The children bring religion into that home. It is unavoidable
that conversation will center from time to time about religious
subjects, about the church, about the Christmas program,

about religious services. The children are interested in

the chureh, The parents are interested in the children.

In due time the parents too take an interest in the activities
of the church and the pastor is in a position %o win them

for actual church membership. Such experiences are not

rare exceptions. They happen every day in churches where

the pastor, teachers and congregation have resolved to make
their parochial school a mission agenecy. Some congregations
will worry about the expense of teaching the children of
people who do little or nothing to support the school. It
mast be admitted that to make a parochial school a mission
agency definitely does require more money, but it's worth it}
In the course of years the inoreased church membership will
more than pay for the added expenditure., The chureh which
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will dare great things for the Lord will find that the Lord
will orown their efforts with great blessings.
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ViI. THE SUCCESS OF THE WORK.

As migsionaries of our Lord Jesus Christ we have one
duty and one privilege, to bring men everywiere to the know=-
ledge of the "good news," The message which we speak is a
powerful message, sharper than any iwo edged sword, piereing
even to the dividing asunder of the soul amd spirit.53 we
are engaged in the process of sowing the seed. We can sow
the seed, we can water it and stand guard that outside forces

do not steal the seed away, but we cannot make it grow. The

power of growth is within the seed itself. Thus it is with
the Word of God. "God giveth the inorease."94 He has given
us His promise that His Word shall not return unto Him

void. The truly remarkable thing is how literally that pro-
mise has been fulfilled even far beyond all expectation.

When we saw that handful of men on a Palestinian hill, gazing
up into heaven after their Lord's ascension, and we saw them
in all their weaknesses and frailties we Wondered what these
feeble hands would accomplish in a hostile wordd. But then
as we see rising from the labors of those hands the mighty

Christian Church of all ages and all lands, we knmow that it
is not man's church, but Christ's church; not man's building,

53. Hebrews 4; 12.
54. 1 Cor. 3; 7.
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but God's building. It is a great comfort to the Christian
evangelist in times like these, when hostile forces appear
about to engulf the whole Christiam Church, that he is en-
gaged in a victorious campaign. Anti-Christian forces may
certainly succeed in destroying his church organization, but
they shall never be able to destroy the true Christian Churech,
Christian churches may perish and clergymen may be slain,
but the great invisible Christian Church remains. "The Ward
they still shall let remain," ILuther exclaims, "Nor any thank
have for it. He's by our side upon the plain, ¥ith His @ood
gift and Spirit.”

It is well to remember this fact., It is easy for one
to become despondent when one views the foes menacing Christ's
Churech, and the feeling comes, "What's the use? We shall
sow the seed, only to find that soon enemies have rooted it
out and destroyed it." This wkll never come to pass! That
there will be persecutions of the shurch in the last times,
is plain from Seripture, but the seed which we sow shall
take root and grow., What large yields the Lord will yet

receive from the seed we have sown is not clear to us. Often

our efforts appear small. Our audiences are small. Our
instruetion classes are small., It is well %o bear in mind
that Christ also had a small audience. The sermon on the
ggz_giggglwas preached to one man who came to Him by night.55

The sermon on the water of life was preached to one socially

65. John 3; 1.
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outeast woman.®® I¢ is said that one evening, years ago in
England, church services were beipg held in a small mission
chapel. Time for the service found only 12 people in at-
tendance. The minister himself had failed to show up. Some
obscure preacher, whose name has not come down to us, got
vp and preached a plain Gospel sermon. That sermon may
not have seemed ‘80 important to the pastor who preached i,
but it wes important! Seated among those 12 people was a
16 year old boy, who in that very service made a decision
%o be a minister for Christ. Charles H. Spurgeon pointed
back to that sermon as the time of his convorsion to Christ-
ian faith! Spurgeon, the man who under the guiding hand of
God was destined tc¢ preach the Gospel to thousands of souls.
There is no plece for defeatism in this glorious task.
Though our labors appear small and insignificant in compari-
son to the great social and political currents of ocur time,
yvet we have the assurance that our "labour is not in vain
in the Lord."57 Each person led to Christ may in turn lead
others, and who is able toc see the end of these things?
Though cruel enemies seek to destroy the church from within
and without, yet we have the Word of the Living God that
the gates of hell shall not prevail against His church,58
It is the great comfort of the evangelist that results are

66. John 4; b.
57. 1 Cor. 15; 58,
568, Matthew 16; 18.
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not his responsibility. God will see to it that there are
results. Our concern is to be faithful stewards of those

opportunities which He has placed along our path,
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