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congregation is missing the mark which ministers 

Sunday after Sunday to a band of faithful followers, 

but leaves t he great unwashed masses out of the pews. 

To bring t hese unchurched masses into the pews will 

require the i ndividual effort of every layman. 

Spurgeon recognized this fact. In surveying the large 

unchurct1ed audiences who had gathered to hear him, he 

is said to have remark ed, nMy congregation brought ray 

congregat ion." A successful program for the church 

has always included these two elements--a olear, ef­

fective presentation of Christian doctrine and an ao­

tive laity which recognizes its mission responsibilities. 

The fundamental principle wht ch underlies this 

consideration of responsibility toward the unchurched 

is t hat each indivi dual Christian is responsible to 

God for �~� manner in which �~� makes use of the oppor­

tunities to brin5 �~� soul to Christ. The pastor ls no 

exception here. It is generally taken for granted 

that t h e pastor has t he earnest desire to bring sinners 

to the Savior. What is not so readily apparent is 

that a pastor may be failing to make f'u.11 use of hia 

opportunities. He is the leader or the flock. It 1a 

his duty to lead the flook into the work oft.he King­

dom. It is not enough that he do th1a in a general. 

way. He has the responsibility for training real 

lay missionaries. The methoda by whioh he may do 
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this will be discussed in the chapter on Personal 

Evangelism. For now it is sufficient to note that 

the p astor and layman each have their own peculiar 

mission opportunities. Each opportunity comes with 

divine res~onsibil1ty. Each Christian is a soldier 

in t h is army of the Lord. For any soldier to refuse 

to act upon t he p lain command of his superior is a 

capital offence. For any Christian to neglect his 

God-given opportunities by refusing to bring the Word 

of Life to d ying souls is the :most shameful of sins. 

Christ h a s made His Christians to be His ambassadors. 

Can he who appreciates what Christ has done for him 

refuse to carry out the wishes of his King? 
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II. THE UNCHURCHED AND THE GOSPEL 

No program for bringing the Gospel to the un­

churche d can be complete without understanding just 

who this man is whom we classify under the title "Un­

churched. 11 :Jhat kind of man is this non-Christian 

ci t izen of the world? What are his interests and 

his motivations? What is his response to the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ? We will briefly consider some of 

the c h ief facts which should be borne in mind by the 

evangelist in his approach to the citizen of the 

20 t h century. 

In the first placo it should be noted that the 

general s pirit of the 20th century is not religious, 

but secular. For the past seven centuries there haa 

been a gradual s h ift in the emphasis of our general 

culture away from tie religious toward the secular. 

Perhaps nowhere can this be seen 1n a more striking 

way than in the field of arts. Sorokin shows that 

during the 12th and 13th centuries 97% of all paint­

ings. and sculpture was religious in character. In 

the 20th century a widespread survey indicates that 

only 3.9~ or the productions are religious, when 

96.1% are secular in character.a If these t1gurea 

8. Pitirim Sorokin, The Crisis of 2!!!:. ~. pp.421"t. 
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a re some indication of the change in the interest in 

t nings religious, it means that the man of the 20th 

century is not conditioned for rel1g1oua discussion 

to t h e same extent as the contemporaries of Aquinas 

a n d l a ter t hose of Luther. If the interest in things 

seoular is asgreat as t his brief picture would indi­

cate, then we as evangelists are deal.i.ng with an age 

unlike tha t of Luther, but not unlike that of the 

Apostle Paul. For most alert Christians the fact in 

itself is quite obvious. The 1nter~retat1on of the 

fact in te~.ms of proclaiming the Gospel today ls yet 

another matter. Evidence for the religious decadence 

of our generation ls not lacking. Art, drama, the 

theatre, movies, and novels all debase the religious 

and g loriry the secular. The goal at wh ich these 

artists aim is not in any sense to impart a religious 

truth, but merely to amuse, entertain and thrill. 

To do t h is it becomes necessary to disregard virtual­

ly all religious and ethioal values, because they 

fail to entertain. The contemporary artist who 

wishes to find a market for eternal values, finds 

_1i mself' confronted with a d1-s1ntereated clientele. 

Under this impetus, culture has progreasively moved 

more and more into sensate materialism, and away from 

eternal considerations. On all aidea the onruah of 

t h is-worldly entertairunent without rega~d for eternal 
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values conrronts the oltizen of our day. Everything 

relig ious from God to the dev11 ls ridiculed and dis­

torted. The age revels in such debasement. Popular 

songs \'iL1lch are unthinkingly sung by masses, center 

on such t h emes as: "We kiss, and the angels s1ng;" 

"Heaven can wait, this 1s Paradise;" "The devil with 

t h e devil, say I." v~'hat 1s of' interest here ls that 

the accent on temporal values and the disregard for 

eternal values characterizes this age. The question 

remains as to what plan the evangel~st shall use in 

his a pproach to the soul so beset by temporal and 

sensa te values. 

Another i mportant factor to . be considered is the 

associated revolt of modern~ against authority and 

accountability. i1an h a s been progressively freeing 

h i t'lself from many of the former natural limitations. 

Ti1e doctrine of Henley has incorporated 1 tself quite 

firmly into the f'lbre of our generation, "I am the 

master of my fate; I &l!l the captain of my soul•. 

Pseudo-solutions for the nagging problem of account­

ability are grasped and embraced by the masses today. 

li~nley's statement la representative of the false 

philosophy which goes hand in hand with that of 

denying eternal values. Man wants to be rid of 

responsibility ror his 8 ot1ons. The process of ig­

noring eternal values goes hand in hand with the 
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process of puttiDg God away. lbe world wan,a a CJal 

who is afar off, and so· it oonJurea up a disinterested, 

benevolent deity. God is played doWll and man 1• played 

up. "God isn't what o~unts. I'm what oounta." The 

theme of a motion picture reoently stated, "To thi.ne 

own self be true, and thou oan•st not then ~e false to 

any man." The Christian eTangelist should realize that 

underlying this attempt to make man b'g and God amal1 

is the desire to avoid aooountability to Goel. Any 

denial o~ God ia readily aetzed upon, whether by 1mpli­

oat1on, irreverent reference or d1.reot denial. The 

attempt to deny God as Creator of man is typical. Man 

doesn't want to admit that God made him, beoauae he 

doesn't like to think of God waiting for him at the 

other e~d o~ the road. Man wants to be accountable only 

to himself. This is faot number two for the eT&ngelist 

to bear in mind. 

The third consideration is, "Because iniquity 

shall abound ••• the love of many shall wax cold."9 

We are living in the time of widespread sensuality. 

Kan's ~raving for happiness has directed itself into 

sensuous e.nd phys1oal lines. Yan la more an4 more 

aeeking satisf'action ,!!! .!!!!, phyaioal ,!!!! ~ temporal. 

The rapid auooess1on of aenaate thriJII which our 889 

9. Katthew 2~; 12. 



18 

provides, produces the illusion that satisfaction for 

man's insa tiable craving for happinesa is to be f ound 

in t h e physioa l and the temporal. The eternal truths 

do no t .f1 t into this criterion of happiness. 

The next consideration is that the citizen of 

toda y bases h:ts 11.fe u pon experience. YJhat h e experi ­

ence s is real. Wh at he has not, or cannot experience 

is not real. For tha t reason it is t h e custom of 

p seudo-intellectu als to deny all sup ernatural phenomena. 

The Biblical doctrines concerning Heaven a nd Hell, 

Divine retribution after death, the Deity and Miracles 

o f Chris t a. nd all elae super-natural. 1s reg arded as 

mere p~ious superstitr ~n, with which gloomy religionists 

try to make p eople good, but wh ich does not pay off in 

terms o.f p resent happi~ess. The Chinese-American 

philosopher, Lin Yutang, states in his philosophy of 

lif e: 

Take t h e most obvious and superficial notion of 
hell in relig ion. I think that not one in a hun­
dred college freshmen or seniors today, perhaps 
not one in a thousand, believea 1n a literal hell. 
No one explioitly argues for or against the exist­
ence of a literal hell; everyone assumes 1t ls not 
worth arguing about. And while such notions (hell, 
sin, origin of e~l, punishment, heaven, v1oar1oua 
suffering) have undergone a profound change-­
religion, at least organized religion, must be 
af.feoted.10 

This statement may well be taken for what it is worth. 

10. Lin Yutang, I Believe, Cl1.fton Fadiman, ed.,p.162 
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Certainly 1t is a bald assertion without proper proof. 

The fact remains tha t there is a widespread disbelief' 

in heaven and a..~ even wider disbelief in hell. Because 

the superna tural has not been "practical", it has dropped 

away from the attention of' the "practical" world, and 

being f'orgotten 99~ of the time, the supernatural is 

thought of as b eing about 99t unimportant. It is to 

t his "practical" world that the Christian evangelist 

seeks to bring t h e super-natural, eternal Christ. 

It h a s become evident to a large number of clergy­

men and evan gelists that the practical materialist of 

today must be approa6h ed in a manner quite different 

from the methods which were used s. t the time of Calvin 

and Luthe r. The approach must be made to the man on 

h is own level. The Lord Jesus, Who was the g~eatest 

of all evanselists, pr~cticed that principle. The 

question w1.th which we will concern ourselves is, 

"t'1hat 1 mp11cations does t h is have for the teaching of 

the Gospel?" The tendency of natural man to be in­

terested 1n the temporal and earthly at the expense 

of the eternal and heavenly 1 s nothing new. That has 

always been true. There is a difference, however, in 

t~t never before in the history of the world has such 

a constant suocession or temporal interests bombarded 

the attention, as we aee today. From all nooks and 

cornera of life the terrible oompet1t1on or the 1m-
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mediate temporal neoeasity screams at the individual for 

attention. Eaoh temporal oonoern is advanced as the 

"Great Necessity" of the moment. whether it be an evening's 

entertainment at the local cinema or a package o! chewing 

gwn. Man t oday has so consistently been confronted with 

tem~oral appeals that his habitual responses naturally 

look to the temporal for the solution to all his prob­

lems. The result has often been that whatever has sig­

nificance for the temporal engages his interest. \"/hat 

has significance for the Eternal is politely ignored. 

Such being the belief of large numbers of church­

men today. it is not strange to see the approach to the 

unbeliever shift in its emphasis from Eternal truths to 

Temporal truths. The axiom which has developed is that 

we 1m1st approach the unbeliever in terms o! those needs 

of which he i .s aware. The corrol.ary is postulated that 

the unbeliever has no concern for Eternal values. conse­

quently the approach must be along the lines of temporal 

interests and concerns. 

Bearing ih mind th'at the present world is a tar 

different world than that of IAlther and Calvin, it is not 

strange that the various doctrinal approaches which are 

auggeste6 today vary somewhat from those of former years. 

Notable among these new doctrinal approaches are those of 

Karl Barth.11 and Emil Brwmer.12 James Stewart, 1n his 

ll. Karl Barth and l!:4vard Thurne7aer, Come Holy Spirit 1 

p. 8 and passim. 

12. Emil Brunner. The Divine Homan Encounter, translated 
by Amandus w. Loos. Phlia4eiphla. The Westmlnater Presa, 19"3. 
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"Man in Christ," likewise ohflll8es the emphasis of dootrille 

somewhat in stressing the doctrine of reconciliation as 

the paramount doctrine of Soripture, rather than that of 

Justification by faith. The Christian evangelist must 

determine accurately 1n his own mind: "What is the heart 

of Christian Doctrine?" The general trend today 1n the 

presentation of doctrine is to temporalize theology 1n 

terms of man's interests. The oontention 1s made that 

sinoe modern man is lit t le oonoerned or interested in 
' 

things Eternal, the approach mu.et be centered on the time­

ly. Often the effort to be timely ends 1n beiDB centered 

in the temporal. Suoh a trend is peroe1Ta,1e in wide 

sections of the Protestant ohurch in America. No at-

tempt is made at a denial of these facts, but rather it 

1a the conviction of many pastors that theology must be 

presented with its 1mplioat1ons for the timely and the 

present, or it will not be presented at all. No attempt 

will be mnde to deny the value of timely sermons, pertinent 

to the interests of the hearers. Nevertheless, it is true 

that at the heart of the Christian message is a meesage 

tor Eternity. Unless this faot is olearly apprehended, 

there oan be no real Gospel presentation. If Christ's 

work is for t his world only. then JDaQy modern men oan flll 

confident that religion has nothing tor them. Hewitt 

mentions the ~oolishneas of allowing the temporal to domi­

nate the Eternal: 



The world is a queer old fool. Its head is grooTe4 
£or one idea at a time. Just as soon as it diaoovera 
that righteousness is social. it makes a great hulla­
baloo about it and forgets how muoh more deeply it 
is personal •••• Three times a year perhaps some vil­
lager may be able to touch great sooial questions 
with· some little measU:t"e of effectiveness. Thirty 
times a day he will have to faoe some issue of ethical 
conduct which is solidly :personal •••• Are 7ou afraid 
of other-worldliness? Then I don't wonder that your 
preaching is dust and ashes •••• ocoaaionally I meet a 
man who says with a superomniaaient aneer that our 
business is not with the other world. but onl.)" with 
making a better world here. Only God knows how I 
despise hiCT. He has seen a little of the truth and 
by supposing it to be the whole truth, he has made 
it false as hell •••• There may be other inducements 
for s~lllf'Ul living. Eternity is the onl.y safe in­
ducement for right living •••• All over the prairies 
and mountains there are newly bereaved hearts which 
will break tonight. if they cannot believe that 

My heavenly home is bright and fair1 No :pain nor death oan enter there. Z 

Orthodox Christians will shy away from 8.JJY such departure 

from the heart of the Christian message. An Evangelist 

may be aware that ·he mo.st approach the man of today on 

terms of his teIQPoral interests. but at the same time he 

must not dwell on the temporal ao long that the great 

Eternal truths are obscured. 

too muoh emphasis should not be placed on the pro­

position that man today no longer belieTee in sin or hell. 

nor for that matter, that he allegedly no longer believes 

in heaven. Such a proposition overlooks certain important 

tacts. In the first plaoe. man today as always baa the 

law of God ~1tten in his heart. His conac1enoe rises up 

to accuse him tha t he is guilty before God. Nhen the 

i.z. Arthur Wentworth Hewitt. Highland She,2heNs, p. 11-titt. 
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preacher then teaohes him the facts of sin and hell and 

aooountability to God, the man finds in his own heart the 

very echo to these divine faots. Hell is a reality, aJld 

it is a reality in the minds of millions of non-Christiana 

today, who after they have discounted all the undue in­

fluence of Dante, find that hell still stands before them, 

dark, foreboding and real. 

Grumm lays particular stress on the :runotion of the 

ooneoience in relation to the preaching of the Law. 

The preacher must seek to reaoh the consoienoe of 
hie hearers with the Word of God which he is preaching. 
Unless he does, his preaching will not be effective. 
Conscience is God's deputy in man to enforoe His 
Law. - It is the voice God has placed there prompting 
us to go the way of God's Law, for sin in man has 
wiped out so much of this knowledge. It is the pur­
pose, one purpose, of the sermon to bring home to the 
hearer: "God is apeakil18 to you in this Law. It is 
His obligation upon you." Once this conviction is 
rooted in the heart of man, his conscience will be 
bound to bear witness. It Will command and insist 

· that he keep this law. It will tolerat• no evasion, 
aooept no excus~s, will demand unconditional and full 
compliance with what now the hearer 1a oonvinoed is 
God's will for him.14 

Likewise man reaLizes that there must be some place 

after death which 1a better than hell. Man's deepest and 

most abiding craving is for happiness. Complete happiness 

is the very goal for which he was created, and he feels 

instinctively that he is not aehieV1Jl8 that happineaa 

for which he was oreated. He is missing the ~istenoe 

for which he was intended. Heaven eludes him. Even hia 

14. Arnold Grwlllll• ,!!!.! lU.aaiomary• a Sermon. P• 6. 



short-sighted attempts to aatiat7 his oraTing tor blisa, 

end in frustration and disappointment. Though such a man 

realizes that there must be auoh a plaoe as heaven, yet 

he 1s acutely aware of the fact that he may neTer reaoh 

it. Man today may not dwell long on Eternal iaauea, but 

that does not warrant the conclusion that he is not oon­

oerned about them. Rather it is evidence that he haa come 

to think that the case is hopeless. He is fatalistic with 

reference to Eternity. Fatalism 1s the mortal toe ot faith. 

All his thinking about Eternity, heaven and hell haTe ap­

peared to him utterly fruitless, and for that reason he 

has simply chosen to avoid an uncomfortable subJeot. 

The fact remains that the revelation of God concerning 

heaTen and hell is God's own truth, and it God's truth 1a 

preached, the voice of God in the heart, and the divinely 

implanted oonscienoe will testify that this is indeed the 

in~scapable truth. 

The Scriptural doctrines of heaven and hell must be 

taught~ love. The Evangelist warns people of the danger 

which exsista. He neYer speaks aa though hell ia a ter­

rible place where Christ-deniers will ·eventuall.7 land, and -
~ !!. glad E,£ ll• Whenever the terrible 1\1.riea o-f hell 

are referred to. the Evangelist 11111St make clear by word 

and action that he is re~~rring to thia unoomtortable ~aot 

onl.7 because he has the solution ~or it. A doctor 111&7' 

not tell a patient that he has oanoer, 1~ it la unourable, 
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but if the patient requires a tonsileoto1117 the dootor will 

have no hesitancy in tel11ng him so, because the 4ootor 

is ooni'ident that he has the solution. Likewise the pastor 

should never minimize the vastness of the gulf between 
~ 

heaven and hell, bu.t he must be sure that he A leaving no 

doubt in the mind of the hearer that hell 1• not intended 

for him. The Gospel and the work of Christ are essential. 

Unless it is made completely olear that Jeaus paid the 

complete ransom to redeem every soul from hell to heaven, 

the sinner will either lapse into despondency at the 

thought of hell, or develqf' within himself a defense 

meohanism against its terrors. Unleas the Goepel ia made 

clear the implication is that aalTation ia by works. 

Salvation by works never can aatisfy the oonaoience. It 

leads either to a sense of pride and false security. or to 

oomplete despair. with the attendant attempt to deny 

Eternal retribution. It is poasible that a large part of 

the denial of hell has come about because of wiab.fo.l. 

thinking. More indirectly, but Just as surely. 11; haa 

come about from preaohillg hell withoa.t loTe and the Gospel. 

Another source of hesitation in the presentation o~ 

the Eternal aspects o~ Christian faith oome :trom the laak 

!! appreeiation .£!!!:· God'• purRoae l:!! oreati.Dg .!!!!· · Rell 

waa neTer prepared for man. ~he Bible ape&ka of hel.i aa 

beil'lB prepared for the deTil an4 his ansela. JlaD was not 

oreate4 for hell. God orea\e4 man ~er :sternal happineaa. 
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God wanted man to dwell with Him Eternal.ly. Jl.an oan neTer 

find that happiness 1n the state of sin and separation fl'oa 

God. The v,ork o:f Christ makes sense only in terms of thie • 

that it restores to man that Eternal dest~ or happ~neaa 

'for which he was created. Man can never find that hap­

piness apart ~rom God. God wants man to have t h is hap­

piness, and for that reason sent His only Son to reoonoile 

sinful man to Himself. 

A rather queer notion has grown up with regard to tle 

work of Christ and the Christian's aoae~tance of Chr1at as 

his personal Savior. It is thought that 'lo accept Christ 

from a desire to esoape hel1 and enter heaven is "not a 

very high type of rel1gon." Man's motiTe in accepting 

Chri s t should rather be the desire to be holy. to be with 

God. rather than away from God. The motive in the latter 

oase appears to be bettar than in the former. In the 

former it seems as though the Christian is interested only 

in saving his own individual hide. Thia certainly doesn't 

appear to fit in Yery well • ·1th a patt&rn of Christian 

altruism. Such a picture of a man as being interested 1n 

Christ from purely selfish motives ia not a prelty one. 

It may be enlightening to make a proper diatinotion lae:re 

between the natural man and the oonTerted Christi~. ~he 

natural man.!!. interested only in saving his own skin. He 

has implanted 1n hJ.m the insatiable desire for the hap­

piness whioh only God OBl:1 gin. Bell ls the complete 
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negation of all happiness. Until it has become clear to 

him that God through Jesus Christ baa given him oomplete 

happiness Eternally. that the entire purpose of his creation 

is to be :fully realized in the life through Christ. until 

then a man cannot but be interested first, last and alwaJ'8 

in himself only. When that realization does oome home to 

him, it plants within him a new spirit--a spirit at one with 

God. There is nothing cheap or aeoond rate about a man 

wanting to stay out of hell. In that respect the man's 

will is in 881"&em•nt with God'a will. God doesn't want 

man to go to hell either. For this reason the focusing 

of attention on hell and heaYen is by no means to be dis­

couraged on the ground that they aimply l~ the ground 

f or the "carnal and selfish," desire to accept Christ for 

personal considerations; tear of hell and anticipation 

of heaven. 

To sum up the argument: The Christian faith and the 

signifioanoe of the work and life of Christ rest upon 

certain basic facts. To neglect these facts is to d.J.a­

tort the signifioanoe of Christ's life. These facts are 

not by~ means the only ones which must be atreas ed and 

presented. We are to t each all thiDgs whatsoever Christ -
has commanded ua. ~ failure .!.? Rreach _!!:! whole ~ 

Christian dootrine mu.at in the end ha"f'8 the -~~eot of dia------ ----- --- ---- - - - -
tortillg ~ beclouding ~ Gospel ~ Jeeua. In particular. 

care should be eiero1se4 that~• baaio tenets of Christian 
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faith are always made clear. First of all. it should 

be clear that the Christian Gospel is a Gospel for Eter­

nity, which has implications for every moment in time. 

The facts of heaven and hell should not be gloaaed over. 

Christ definitely taught both. Unleas the meaning of 

Christ's work 13 an Eter.ual meaning. it results 1n nothing 

more than a mor al influence religion. · If the Eternal 

truths are slighted in presentation. and the temporal 

impl1oat1ons given an inordinate proportion of atress 

and attention., oan 1 t be wondered that the Gospel be­

comes obscure? If the Eternal Gospel becomes obscure~ 

men will determinedly resist faoing the faots of Ete_r­

nity. Wishf'u.l thinking will deJV' hell and postulate a 

heaven for all who "do the right th1ng.n It is a vicious 

oircle. On this point there oan be no compromise nor 

unoert.~inty. It is the minister's supreme privilege and 

responsibility to put the lives of men and women against 

the background of Eternity .• 



III. TBE APPROACH TO THE UIICHURCHED 

IN PERSONAL EVANGELISK 

89 

The Unchurohed will not oome to Christ. Christ mnat 

go to the Unchurohed. Christian ohurohes are within the 

reaoh of virtually every unohurohed man &D4 woman 1n the 

United States, and yet Sunday after Sunday servioea are 

attended by the faithful oongregation while the Unohurahe4 

go their way, heedless of the ohuroh bells pealiJJg out 

the invitation to oome anA hear. 

It is not to be wondered at that tbe Non-Christians 

do not come to ahuroh services. Tbe Lord Jesus aeema to 

have had this situation in mind when He gave H1a great 

oomnission. Re did not say. "Stay here 1n Jerusalem an4 

teach. The world will orowd. to your docnoe to hear." The 

Lord Jesus knows the world better than that. Inatead Be 

aa14 in His Great Commission, "Go ye therefore an4 teaoh -
all nations." That 1a where the work of personal evan­

felism comes in. In view of the faot that the Unohurohe4 

Will not of themselves oome to tbe oburob, the ohurch 11RU1t 

go out to meet the Unohurohed. Dr. b'its puts h1a f1JJB9r 

on the iasue when he atatea, a~ Chriatian congregation 

therefore dare not be aat1af1ed. to have the Goepel only 

for 1taelf and for its ohilclren, ba.t 111118t preach it also 

to the uno~urohed 1D ita own 00111UPn1t7, 1D a4Jaoent territoZ7. 


