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CHAPTER 1
A BRIBF HISTORY OF LUTHERAK TsLEVISION PRODUCTIONS

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod accepted the chal-
lenge of television with decisive action by its Board of
Directors in the appointment of a special committee to
investigate just what the role of the Church should be in
ubilizing this new medium., This committee held its first
meeting on January 4, 1950, Those present were: The Rev.
Prof. Leomnard (., Wuerffel, Chairman, Mr., Oscar B. Brauer,
the Rev., Herman W, Gockel, the Rev. Oswald Hoffmann, Mr,
Walter W. Zarndt, Mr, Ewald’Gutz, and Dr. Hugene R. Berter-
man, who was elected secretaryol The committee saw as its
task the consideration of three important questions: 1)
What is to be done by our church in the area of telsvision?

2) How is this to be done? 3) By whom is it toc be done?

Through a series of six more meetings, five in St. Louis

and one twoe-day session with consultants in Chicago, these

questions occupied the sincere attention of the committee.
On June 28, 1951, an answer to the third question be-

gan to take shape in the organization of Lutheran Television

Productions. bleeting at Concordia Seminary, St. louis, were

Liinutes of the Meeting of the Synodical Board of Di-
rectors Television Committee Held at_Medart's Restaurant
(St. Louis, Missouri), January 4o [2950]
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those men appointed by the Board of Directors to serve as
a special Television Board of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synot. Those appointed were: Dean Leonard C. Wuerffel,
St. louis, the Rev. Oswald Hoffmann, New York CGity, I,
Q. Ae Dorn, S5t. Louis, Mr, Clarance Amling, Santa Ana,
California, Mr. Paul Friedrich, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan,
Mr. Fred C., Strodel, Winnetka, Illinois, and Mr, John
Fleischli, St. Louis. From these men the following officers
and committee chairmen were elected: Chairman: Wuerffel;
Jecretary: Gutz; Treasurer: Dorn; Executive Committee:
wWuerfifel, Dorn, Friedrich, Fleischli and Gutz; Chalrman Pro-
gran Committee: ‘uerflel; Chairman Sponsorship Committes:
otrodel; Chairman Public Relatlions Committee: Hoffmann,.?

Under the initial guidance of this group, together with
Ian Smith, Executive Producer until July, 1952, the Rev,
Herman W. Gockel, Heligious birector, and Mr, Melvin
Schlake, Lxecutive Secretary, the television interests of
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod cfystallized in the pro-
gram THIS 1S THE LIFE,

The title THIS IS THE LIFE was suggested by the Rev.
Herman Gockel to describe in a colloquial, yet Scriptural
way, what the program is trying to show - that the Christian

life is indeed the abundant life. The format of the program

2inutes of the Orgenization Meeting, LUTHERAN TELE-
VISION PRODUCTIONS, Concordia Seminary [St. Louis, Hissouri],
June 28' 9:00 de mo' 1951.
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is that of the situation drama featuring the uembers of a
Christian family called the Fischers. This format was chosen
because it has been proved to be the most successful of all
television program formats.’ A program of this type is de-
signed to attract the interest of every age group. It will
allow the priesentation of a solid, middle c¢lass, patriarchal
household with which viewers may easily identify themselves,
The device wherein Grandpa Fischer introduces each episode
permits extreme elasticity of the subject sslection.

in early statement by the Television Board elaborates
on the purpose oi THIS IS THE LIFE.

The ultimate purpose of all church activity must always

be the glorification of our Lord Jesus Christ and the

extension of lis Kingdon. That, too, is the ultimate

purpose of "This is the Life,.®

"This is the life" seeks to achieve this glorious pur-

pose in a number of ways, some of them direct and some

indirect. We list the following:

l.- It seeks to glorify Christ and to extend His King-

dom by acquainting the American public with the Gospel

of redemption through the Savior's blood.

2., It seeks to glorify Christ and to extend His King-

dom by providing the American public with a witness to

the power of the Savior’s Gospel - in the Christian

life of the Fischer Family.

3. It seeks to glorify Christ and to extend His King-

dom by opening doors to our pastors and members by an

effective program of pre~evangelism.

Lo « It seeks to glorify Christ and to extend His King-
dom by serving as a mighty bell for our Church,

3Lutheran Television Productions Comprehensive Progress
Report to Board of Directors of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod [St. Louis, Missouri], February 1, 1952 (mimeographed).
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attracting the attention of the unchurched to the

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod as a Church which is

interested in them and ip their problems.

With this statement of purpose in mind, and with a view
toward getting audience reactions to such an effort, two pi-
lot filws were produced and premiered on Honday, January 28,
i952, at Concordia 3eminary, St. Louis. The general response
to these films was highly favorable., BEspecially liked fea-
tures, according to & questionnaire response solicited from

the greup in attendance, were the family setting, the realism,

emphasis on life problems, good music, and skillful mixture

of entertainuenty with religious thought. Grandpa Fischer
and bkmily, his granddaughter, were selected as the dramat-
ically most proficient characters,

A direct result of this premiere showing was the report
that the Board of Directors of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod had authorized the Television Committee to proceed with
the production of a series of twenty-~six programs at a cost
not to exceed §750,000, Family Films, Inc., Hollywood,
CGalifornia, producers of the two pilot films, were selected
to carry on this work. ¥

To direct the promotion and publicity bhases of the pro-
jeet, the advertising firm of Westheimer and Block in St.

Louis, was employed upon the recommendation of Executive

byinutes of Lutheran Television Productions, Lutheran
Building, St. Louis, Missouri, February 1, 1952, 7:30 p. m.
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Secretary Schlake.” It was their task to publicize and
clear public service time on television stations for THIS
I3 THE LIFE, The world premiere of THIS IS THE LIFE, also
under the direction of Westheimer and Block, was held on
September 4, 1952, at 9:30 a.m., in the Park Avenue Theater
in Hew York City. Approximately 125 were present, including
press representatives of newspapers, magazines, wire services,
radio and television, as well as clergy and interested lay-
men . O
The initvial showing of THIS 15 Thi LIFE on the Dulont
Television Network was on September 9, 1952, By Hovember 17,
1952, sixty-Iour television stations across the nation were
scheduled to present TnidS I5 THE LIFE as a regular program
feature,

During the week of July 7, 1952, an agreemeni was dis-
cugsed with the HNational Ccouncil of the Churches of Christ
in America regarding their endofsement of THIS IS THE LIFE,
and thelyr assistance in its promotion and the procuring of
free television time. This agreement, assuring the Lutheran
Television Productions Committee control of distribution and

publicity, was ratified on July 15, 1952.7

“Minutes of Lutheran Television Productions, Lutheran
Building,, 210 North Broadway (8t. Louis, Missouri), June 20,
1952, 2:00 p. m.

6Progress Report. Westheimer and Block [St. louis,
Missouri] to LUTHERAN TELEVISION PRODUCTIONS Committee.
July 1 to September 15, 1952 (mimsographed).

7Ibid., p. 8.
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One other facet. of the over-all project outlined for
THIS IS THE LIFE is under the direction of the "Telemission
Committee®, of which the Rev. William H. Millmer is the
chairman. It is the task of this comuittee to integrate
episodes of THIS IS THE LIFE with the program of the local
parish. Through the Distriect Mission Secretaries of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod local pastors are supplied
with the names of the people in their respective areas who

have written to St. louis requesting the booklet "This is the

Life.® From contacts by telephone and in person it is deter-

mined how many of these responses to the program indicate
possibilities for further mission work. A4 local committee
is then urged to follow up this membership potential., The
results of this endeavor reported by Pastor Hillmer on
April 13, 1953, show the following:
Total number of people reperted as unchurched - &
per cent.
Total number reported as members of the Lutheran
Church-Migsouri Synod « 28 per cent.
Total number reported as members of some other
Lutheran Church ~ 6 per cent.
Total number reported as members of other denomina-
tions - 57 per cent,
Not found, moved away, incorrect address - 1 per cent.
This chapter has been a brief attempt to assemble some
of the pertinant facts ceoncerning the organization of Luther-
an Television Productions, its personnel and self-defined

purpose and task.

8yilliam H, Hillmer, "Letter to Victor Constien,™
dated April 13, 1953.




CHAPTER IX
THE SCOPE AND SCHEME OF THIS THEOLOGLCAL EVALUATION

It is impossible to place the television film series
THIS IS THE LIFE into any of the existing categories of mo-
tion pictures. Its preoducers do not conceive of it as a
series of educational films, and the Church certainly did
not commission its television committee to buy talent and
script material for purely entertainment films, even if
they were to be films of high entertainment quality. So
somewhere in that undefined area where the elements of edu-
cation and entertainment by films overlap are to be found
the criteria for judging the consummate value of THIS IS
THE LIFE. As will be indicated later, this is not the in-
tent of this present evaluation.

In a sense, the episodes of THIS IS THi LIFE are docu-
mentaries, That is, like documentaries, they intend "to
carry a lesson, perhaps evea a warning or admonit.iono'?l
The genuine documentary "does not rely on rehearsed per-
formances, actors and stage settings. The actors of the
documentary films are real people in real life situations.®
In this respeet THIS IS THE LIFE evidences a deviation from
the documentary technique. Although it attempts to poriray

"real people in real life situations,” because of the demands

ljames S. Kinder, Audio-Visual Materials and Technigues
(New York: American Book Company, C»1950.), Pps 220-221.
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of dramétic proficiency, continuity and economy, THIS IS THE
LIFE 1s executed by actors in rehearsed performances on cone
trived stage settings. 7To this degree the documentary efe-
fect is lacking.

THIS IS THE LIFE also employs some of the techniques
of the "provocative film." This most recent type of film is
designed chiefly for discusslon purposes with film forums
and councils. "As the name implies, this film raises pro-
blems or questions in such manner as to provoke frank dis-
cussions." The film may or may not offer pessible solutions
tc the problems raised. Evidently there will be no directed
discussion after a film is viewed on a television set in
a home, unless it is informally initiated by the members
of the family or their guests. However, the episodes of
THLIS IS5 THE LIFE are planned to raise problems and questions.
These are presented, not necessarily to stimulate discus-
sion, but, in the end, to prompt the viewers to send for the
booklet This Is The Life, written by the Rev. H. w.‘Gockel,
religious director of the program. This further development
of the Christian life is especially vital since the solu-
tions to the problems raised in the stories involve more than
can be adequately presented in the allotted time and under
the limitations imposed by a dramatic format. THIS IS THE

LIFE is "provocative” in that it invites, encourages, and

2Ibid., p. 228.

e b e s
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stirs up new interest in the Christian religion.

Since it contains some elements characteristic of both
the documenﬁary and the provoeative film, THIS IS THE LIFE
might be termed.a "orovocative=-documentary® type of film
production,

In evaluating a provocative~documentary film with both
educational and entertainment features, it would be neces-
sary to sample opinions from people in many fields of in-
terest and occupation. A repressntative group of any
determinable segmment of the viewing population would have
to be questioned., Reactions would have to be gathered on

the theme, learning qualities, entertainment qualities,
photography, sound, dramatic skills, and possibilities for

personal identification of the film. 'Such a study would in-
deed make a valuable contribution toward improving future
efforts, but such a study would be sc tremendous that it
would consume more time, energy and technical know=how than
is available for the project at hand,

Therefore this present evaluation limits itself to the
study of a single area. This is the gquestion: What is ths
theological content of the individual episodes of THIS 1S
THE LIFE? To do this, each épiscde is treated as a single
total experience, Involved are the members of the Fischer
family, their relatives and acquaintances. Each experience
is treated as a unit, consisting of three interrelated ele-

ments. These are: 1) An identifiable situation. 2) An
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identifiable response. 3) The psychological process which
unites the situation and the response.

A questionnaire was used in showing the films to theo-
logical students at Concordia Seﬁinary in St. louis. This
questionnaire attempted to determine, first of all, whether
those who saw the filw thought the story presented realis-
tically a genuine experience, with the situation, response,
and psychological process uniting the situation and the re-
sponse clearly identified in the story itself. Since the
films were designed primarily to reach the unchurched,
nothing may be taken for granted about their background of
understanding, religlous or otherwise, So the film must
carry its message clearly on its own. To determine whether
tnose answering the questionnaire thought the experience was
genuine and logically presented, these questions were asked
of them: %l. Is the sgituation (the problem that confronts
the personalities in this episode) adequately idemntified for
the viewer?® "8, Is the psychological process which unites
the situation with the response logically traced by dialogue
and accion for the viewer?®

Next, the questionnaire attempted to determine whether
the viewers thought a theological interpretation has been
made of these three elements in a unit of experience. This
was done by means of these questions: %"3, JIs the situation

identified theologically? In other words, is the situation

evaluated for the viewer in terms of God's law and will for
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man?® %7, 1Is the response identified theologically? In
other words, is it clear to the viewer that the response has
been o?fered explicitly because it is suggested by God in
His Word?" "9, Is the psychological process which unites
the situwation and the response identified in terms of Chris-
tian motivation, so that the viewer realizes that the im-
pulse to action on the part of a Christian comes from a
heart moved by the love of Christ, Who bought us to be His
own?®

In an effort to keep the answers objective, the persons
filling in the questlonnaire were asked to indicate upon
what they based their positlve answers to these questions:
words in the dialogue, action on the part of the characters,
or both words and action.

If a person thought the situation was adequately identi-
fied, he was asked in Question 2, "How is this identification
made?” If he thought the situation was identified theologi-
cally, he was asked in Question 4, "How is this identification
made?” If he thought a response was identified, he was asked
in Question 6, "How is this identification made?"™ And if he
thought the psychological process which unites the situation
and the response was identified in terms of Christian moti-
vation, he was asked in Question 10, "How is this identifica-

tion made?"

These ten queries in the questionnaire form the basis

for this evaluation of the theological content of THIS IS THE
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LIFi, The nine following chapters will each treat one of
twenty-five episodes of the 1952-1953 series. (Because of
its unique character in dramatizing the Christmas story
according to the Biblical narrative, the twenty-sixth epi-
sode, entitled "The Greatest Gift" will not be treated in

this effort.)

Chapters to follow will be divided into four separate
sections: 1l. A summary of the story; 2. A brief summary
of the spiritual content of the episode as published by the
television committee for advance publicity; 3. The findings
of the questionnaire and a study of the dialogue and actions
which are reflected in the questionnaire; 4. 4 summary of
the theological strengths and weaknesses of the episode in

the light of the results of the study in section 3.

In the concluding chapter, individual episodes will be
considered as contributing parts to the entire series, with
gpecial attention to those which are strong in theological
content, and those which are weak. The experiences encoun-
tered in ﬁhe episodes will be studied to see which offered
the best o%portunities for identifying the problem theologi-
e¢ally, for identifjing the response theologically, and for
identifying true Christian motivation in activities of the
characters involved, And finally, there will be a summary
evaluation of THIS IS THE LIFE as a series of programs.

Appendix A gives the questions as they appeared in the

questionnaireg.
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Appendices B through § give the theological content

and the questionnaire results of those episodes not consid-

ered in Chapters III through XI.
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CHAPTER IIX
THE BETTER WAY

David Wainwright, an attractive, personable man of about
twenty-five, comes to the village of Middleburg ¢o do work on
his sociological thesis "Life in an American Small Town."
While engaged in his research he becomes friendly with Emily
Fischer, the lovely and pleasant librarian of about his own
age. From the moment of thelr meeting it is evident that
Pave and Emily are attracted to each other and Dave is fre=
quently found with Emily at the Fischer home. The Fischers
know that Dave is writing a thesis about Middleburg, but they
de not kuow that he is using them as "guinea pigs" by observe

ing and recording their customs and beliefs. He considers

their family activities, such as family devotions and singing
around the piano as antiquated and ludicrous, and he says so
quite plainly in his thesis. But on the surface his relation=

ship with the Fischers remains very friendly and his apparent
fondnsss for Emily progresses to such a point that Mrs.

Fiascher asks her husband upon one occasion, "Do you suppose
Dave is serious about Emily?"

The situation in changed with shocking abruptness one
day when Agnes Hobbs, the public stenographer to whom Dave
has taken his thesis to be typed, reads his appraisal of the
Fischers and feels duty bound to tell Emily about what Dave

has written. The truth is that since Dave wrote those early
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,chapiers of his work he has experienced a change of heart
and is beginning to see the value of the Christian way of
life as the Fischers know and live it. In fact, he had even
gone to Agnes Hobbs' office to retrieve his thesis in order
to change it, but she had left, and he was too late to pre-
vent the traglc relay of its contents to Emily.,

Emily stonily confronts Dave with the words from his
own thesis when he comes to see her, berating him for betray-
ing the trust that she and the family had placed in him.
Dave tries to explain but is cut short and brushed off. He
realizes that the only way he can vindicate himself, his love
for Emily and his newly found appreciation for the Christian
manner of living practiced by the Fischers is to revise his
thesis in the light of his changed opinicons. This he does.
Emily forgives him, and everyone approves of the new work.
the only objection is raised by Grandpa, who says, %"Son, I
think you've gone a little overboard., This Fischer fam'ly
you wrote 'bout -~ theyire almost like angels. -- (with a
cackle) -- Believe me, we're not. Far from ig."d

Gazing fondly at Emily, Dave replies, "I think you are."

Then Grandpa writes finis to the experience as he smiles

at Dave and Emily and says, "Gouldn't be that maybe you're

InThis is the Life," Episode III, Lutheran Television

Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood, Califoraia
(mimeographed ms), p. 50,
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a little == er =- partial?"
The spiritual content of this episode has been printed

in summary by the Television Committee for use in advance

publicity, and reads as follows:

This episode demonstrates the truth of the Apostle's
words: "Godliness i1s profitable unto all things, hav-
ing promise of the life that now is, and of that which
is to come." (1 1ime. &4:5) To the sophisticated Mr,
Wainwright it seems that the Christian life of the
Fischer family is a drab and barren thing. Ulti-
mately he learns, however, that theirs is the abun-
dant life == that & life which is based upon a faith
in Christ the Savior pays spiritual dividends, not
only in the life which iz to come but alsc here and
NOWe

The life of the Fischer family, being based upon a
common faith in Christ, the Savior, is a life of
peace, assurance, contentment, and joy. The climactic
moments of this episcde contrast the barren life of
HMr. Wainwright with the fruitful life of the Fischer
family and demonstrate that theirs is, iadeed, "The
Better Way.®

There was little doubt in the minds of the students who
fiiled out the questionnaire on the David Wainwright story
that it presented a realistic, genuine experience. Forty-
eight answered "Yes" to Guestion 1, "Is the situation {the
problem that confronts the personalities in this episode)
adequately identified for the viewer?® There were no nega-
tive answers. Ten thought this identification was made with
words in the dialogue; one thoughtAwith action on the part
of the characters; and thirty-seven thought it was done with

both words and action. Guestion 5 on identifying a response

to the situation was answered in the positive by forty-seven

students, with one person indicating he did not think a
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response was identified for the viewer. The manner in

which this identification was made was sought for in Ques-
tion 6. "With words in the dialogue,® said fourteen.

"iith action on the part of the characters,™ said two. And
eighteen indicated, "With both words and action." To'Ques-

tion 8, "Is the psychological process which unites the situa-

tion with the response logically traced by dialogue and action

for the viewer?" there were forty-four answers "Yes," and
thirree answers "No.¥
In evaluating the theological content there was less

agreement. Thirty-five thought the situation was identified
theologically; thirteen thought it was not, (Question 3)
Answering Question 4 on how a theological identification was
made, fourteen said "With words in the dialogue;" two said
THith action on the part of the characters;® and esighteen
said, "With both words and action." Thirty-four thought the
response offered for the situation was identified theologi-
cally; fourteen said it was not. {(Question 7) To thirty
persons the psychological process which unites the situation
with the response was identified in terms of Christian moti-
vation. To eighteen it seemed that this identification was
not made. {(Question 9) Of those answering Guestion 10 on
‘how this identification was made, ten said, ®With words in
the dialogue;" two said; nith action on the part of the

charaoters;" twenty-one said, "With both words and action,.™
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4 study of the film and the mimeographed third draft

screenplay script of the story shows that the best identi-

fication of the problem facing David Wainwright is made by
Dave himself. In the scene where his mother discusses with

him the Fischer family and the thesis he is writing about

them, Dave says,

If we had been like them, we might not have had to

run away -- and keep on running all our livgs -
afraid to look at ourselves -- afraid the emptiness

of our lives might cateh up with us. . Now I know

why 1 wrote about the Fischers the way I did. I HAD
to eriticize them =~ I HAD to despise them to justiiy
uy OWN way of living. . .Can't you see it, Hother?

Qur lives have been so terribly empty. . .We had all
the things money could buy! But peace of mind? --
inner contentment? -« goodness? e= kindness? -- love?
» o oMaybe you can go on running away from yourself,
Hother «- but I can't. Not any more. I want the kind
of things the Fischer family tried to give me. » «
What was it her father read from the Bible that night?
"The thief came to steal =- and to kill ané destroy.”
That's what I did. I came to destroy. As if I could.
4s if anyone could take away what God has given them --
andzwould have given to you and me -- if we had wanted
it,

This final sentence of his statement comes closest to
identifying Dave's problem theologically. He finds his life
empty because he has rejected God, the same God who has
£illed to abundance the life of the Fischers. It is never
stated specifically that Dave's real problem is that he is
existing apart from God, separated by sin from Him who alone

in forgiveness of sin could grant to him fullness of life in

time and eternity. However, 75 per cent of those answering

2Tbid., pp. 45-48.
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the questionnaire thought that the statements which were
mad; adequately identified the problem theologically.
Another scene which undoubtedly prompted them to this
opinion shows Dave, just previous to meeting his mother,
walking slowly along the street, his face deeply serious,
as he recalls the words of the Savior he had heard Carl
Fischer read from the Bible during family devotions.
"I am come that they might have life and that they might
have it more abundantly . « « « I am the door, By me if any
enter in, he shall be saved."? Because he had not entered in
through the deor which is Jesus, the inference is drawn that
Dave knew that he did not have "the life."

4 solution to Dave's problem is once again ldentified
for the viewer by Dave himself. Dave's'mother, trying to
minimize the comndemnation he has made of himself, says,

"You act as if you had done something awful.™ Contritely,
Dave responds that he did. Because of his so=called sophis-
tiéation, he saw Emily’s sweetness as weakness, her mother's
kindness as stupidity, her father’s contentment as dull-
ness, her grandfather's warm heart as the crumbling of a
senile mind. "Don't you understand, Mother? All the time,
THEIRS was the "abundant life.™ The inference is then to be

made by the viewer that the answer to Dave's own situation

3Ibid., pe 31e
bIbid., p. 48.
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is to be found in accepting the way of life practiced by the
Fischers.

It is never said in so many words that this way of life
comes through faith in Jesus Chfist, but the life of the
Fischers is closely assoclated with the devotion experience
related in the story, where the words of Jesus are read from
the Bible, "I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep.” This inferred association
identified the response theologically in the minds of 71 pér
cent of those filling out the questionnaire.

As the story is advanced from an evaluation of the situ-
ation to a response to this situation, what evidence is there
that the characters act from a true Christian motivation?
Sixty~-three per cent of those answering the questionnaire
thought that there was such evidence.

This motivation is seen most clesarly in the clesing
comment to their family devotion, where Carl Fischer says,
"Let us be thankful that our Savior died that we might
live.™ Then the whole family joins in the prayer, "Let us
give thanks uato the Lord for he is good -- and his mercy
endureth forever. Amen."™

The Fischers openly show their love and concern for

Dave, but the only other verbal evidence given which might

5ibid., p. 19.
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be taken as the witness of an inner life centered in the Save
ior, who could have all people come to Him and be saved, ia
when Emily tells Dave she should hate him for what he has
done, but she doesn't. She pities him., "With all yoﬁr edu-
cation == your travels == your money -- you've missed the most
important things of life. I really.feel sorry for you.“6
Emily does not expand here on what these important things
are. However, she has already indicated one aspect of itv,
when she questions Dave's sincerity with the words, "Falle
ing in love with ME? -~ How could YOU? A girl like me «w
who loves her family ~=- and believes in what a family stands
for%"7 Emily is a girl who reads the Bible and believes
what it says! OShe is a2 girl who is content with the Chris-
tian way of life!

Thué the conclusion is made that the David Wainwright
story, "The Better Way," is at its best, theologically speak-
ing, when it 1s making an evaluation of Dave's problem. ItUs
attempt to ldentify a theological answer to his problenm is
accomplished with limited success. And it is at its weakest
theological point when it is trying to show that the
Fischers are motivated by the love of Christ in their friend-

ship with Dave.

6Ibid°, Po 4l

71bid,




CHAPTER IV
THE POWER BEYONDL

Otto Brandt is going to be a father, and he's nervous,

in fact, he's so nervous that he can?’t stand it any longer
in his bakery shop. He's got to get away. So he uses the
excuse of delivering to the Fischers somz cake and bread
in srder o setisfy his desire for something different.
His visit at the Fischers is cut short, though, by a tele~
phone ¢all from his wife. "There's nothing to get excited
about, dear, I just think perhaps fou'd better come hore -
in case.”®

In his haste to get home, Otto speeds,; but Frank Hill,
the motoreycle cop, knowing Mary's condition, is understand-
ing and lets Q¢to go without a ticket. Otto drives more
slowly on the way to the hosplital, but once thsy gat there
it is evident again that he fesls more anxisty about the
coming event than his wife,

The last few moments before 0Otto has to lsave Mary's
roow find the two of them gratefully acknowledging that at
long last, after twenty wonderful years together, one of
their fondest prayers is sbout to be realized. More wonder-

ful years are ahead of them.

luphis is the Life," Episode XIV, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood,
California (mimeographed ms).
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Wigh Mary av the hospital, Utto makes his way %o
Fischer's drug store to spend some time with Carl Fischer,
¢he owner, drinking some of his "gerrible” coffee. This
visit, oo, ls destined to be interrupted. A call irom
lir, lLawrence, the family physician, asks Otto Lo come %o
the hospital right away for consvltation., aAnna, Carl's
wife, goes along.

It's Dr. Conrad Hahn, top gynecologist, who informs
them that because Vary is forty years old and this is her
first confinement, complicatlions have resuited that could
ba criticeal. Otto is worried. ODr. Hahn is extremely
cautious in committing himself as to the certainty of the
QuULCome o

In this tense situation, Amna reminds VUtto of the
power of Christian prayer. She alse approaches Ir. Hahn,
to whom prayer seems to be something foreign, urging him
to help Hary to pray, as she certainly would be doing now,
were she fully conscious. Dr. Hahn is skeptical, hesitant.
He later does what Anna requests of him, though, guietly
whispering atb Mary's side, "(od will give you strength.
Lean on Him. FPray to Him." BHary responds with her own
short supplication to Jesus for helpe.

Mary is in the delivery room now, and it's an anxious
moment for everyons, seads of perspiration glisten on the
foreheads of the doctors. Otto and Anna fidgit in the wait-

ing room, But not for long. Ir. Lawrence's words of
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assurance announce that "Mary's going to be all right. And
the baby, too."

The end result of this answer to prayer is not only the
thankfulness shown by Otto when he reads the 100th Psalm
with the Fischers in their family devotions., That might be
expected from a Christian. But the real climax of the
experience comes in.the life of Dr. Hahn., Grandpa Fischer
reads about it in thé paper. A dssperately needed doctor's
gkill is dedicated to the cause of Christian service.

"Dr, Conrad Hahn, of Middleburg, hag been appoinﬁed
supervising head of the Medical Missionary Hospital
in Antigua, Guatemala,."”

The spiritual content of this story has been summariged
and printed for use with advance publicity by the Television
Committee.

Is there a power beyond medical science? Is the origin
of human life and the termination of the span of life
merely a matter of M"natural causes?™ In this episode
we meat a physician who knows of no power beyond the
power of natural science.

Contrasted to this attitude we have the faith of

Anna Fischer who insists that beyond the power of
medical science we have the power of prayer and the
power of God. In a tense scene in a hospital delivery
room we witness the answer to Christian prayer.

where medical science stood helpless, God intervened

in answer to prayer. The single impact of the story
impresses the viewer with one overwhelming fact: there
is a power beyond all human power, the power of God
which can be invoked through Christian prayer.

The students who viewed this film and answered the

questionnaire were convinced of its genuine realism. Forty-

five answered "Yes® to Question 1, "Is the situation (the

problem that confronts the personalities in this episode)
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adequately identified for the viewer? There were two nega-
tive'answers, Two thought this identification was made in
the words of the dialogue; two thought in action on the part
of the characters; and forty-one thought it was.doge with
both words and actibn, (Guestion 2) Guestion 5 on identi-
fying a response to the situation was answered in the posi-

tive by all forty-seven filling in the questionnaire.

Everyone thought a response was identified for the viewer.
The manner in which this identification was made was sought
for in Question 6. "With words in the dialogue,” said three;
fWith action on the part of the characters,™ said two; and
forty-one indicated "With both words and action.”. To Ques-
tion 8, "Is the psychological process which unites the situ-
ation with the response logically traced by dialogue and
action for the vieweri" There were forty-four answers "Yes™
and three answers "No."

inswers to the questions on theological content showed
this difference of opinion: Thirtye-nine thought the situa=
tion was identified theologically; seven thought it was not.
Answering Question 4 on how this identification was mads,
six said with words in the dialogue; no one said with action
on the part of the characters; and thirty-three indicated it

was done with both words and action. Thirty-nine thought

the response offered to the situation was identified
theologically; eight thought it was not. (Question 7)
To thirty-seven persons the psychological process which
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unites the situation with the response was identified in

terms of Christian motivation. To eight it seemed that
this identification was not made. (Question.9) Among those
answering Question 10 on how this identification was made,

one said "With words in the dialogue;¥ one said "With action

on the part of the characters;" and thirty-seven indicated
that it was done "With both words and action.®
The dialogue and action involved in the presentation

of this theological content may be studied more carefully

from the corrected shooting script of the episode.

That the problem under consideration in this film was

identified and identified theologically was the opinion of
85 pexr cent of those who filled out the questionnaire.
In this particular episode the problem takes the form of a
need. This need is first of all recognized, and then it is
acknowledged to have been filled.

It is the need for a power beyond the power of medical
science which is identified by Anna Fischer as she talks

with Dr. Hahn.

HAHN
(forebodingly) :
There is no change. She is very weak. ({(Then trylng
to be reassuring) Of courss, you can be sure we'll
do everything within the power of medical science.

ANNA
What about some of the things OQUTSIDE the power of
medical science, Doctor?

DR. HAHN
(kindly, but not grasping)
Outside?
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ANNA
Yes, Beyond the power of medical science, haven't
we the power of prayer, Doctor? The power of God?

¢ DR, HAHN
On that, I have no opinion, Mrs. Fischer. I was

speaking merely as a phyaician,
: ANNA (to Otto)
If it's the Lord's will that Mary and the baby live,

He'll find a way. We must put her in His hands,
Otto. We wust pray. Pray that His will be done.

0770 {confused)
What do you think, Doctor?

HAHK
(professionally)
As a doetor, I can only say that the case is critical.

ANNA
(placing her hand in Otto's)
And as_Christians we can say that Mary's in God's
handse. 2 :

Thus Anna has pointed out, both to Dr. Hahn and to Otto,

that the first atep in quieting the worried mind is to look
to the power of God. It is greater than the power of medical
- science. Anna has sald, in effeet, that this power of God

is unleashed upon the soul in answer to prayer. Otto is te
pray that he might receive strength to submit himself to the
will of God, a2lso in this matter which is so close to his
heart. Dr. Hahn is to recognize that the powsr of QQd I
also available to him in his sacred position as the doctor,

eager for the life of his patient.

Anna recognizes still another phase of this need for

2Ibid., PPe 23=2k.
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the power of God., Mary hergelf must be reawakened to the

help that comes from Cod in answer to prayer.

ANNA
Doctor -- would you do us a great favor?

HAHN {guardedly)
Anything I can, Mrs. Fischer.

. ANNA
(without sarcasm)
Would you -~ just for this moment, at least -~
accept the possibility that there may be things

in heaven and earth not dreamed of in your medical
books?

HAHN
{puzzled at what may be coming)
J == I'm no% sure 1 understand.

ANNA
Doctor, Mary is weakening =~ slipping fast. If
she were fully consecious, 1 know what she'd be doing.
She'd be praying to God for strength and courage.
If there were a way of helping her to pray, would
you do it?

HAHN
All I can say is that, as a doctor, I am passion-
ately concerned about saving the life of any patient,

ANNA
Mary is a religious woman -- deeply. What she needs
now is someone to whisper words of faith to her ==
words which will help her put her hands into the hand
of God. I would be glad to speak to her,

HAEN
But you know that no one is permitted in the --

ANNA
(cuts in)
Then -=- won't you, doctor =-- woan't you just repeat
these simple words to her: "God will give you
strength, Mary. Lean on Him., He will bear you up.
He will hold you in His strong arms."

HAHN
¥rs. Fischer =« I'm a doctor =« I =-
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: OTTO

{cuts in; pleadingly)
But Doctor ~- don't you see -- this is what Mary
would want you to dol

Having experienced vicariously the foregoing scenes,
the viewer has been made aware of the fact that a need for
the power of God exists and that it is available in answer
to prayer. ude now awaits a response to this situation,
This response is identified in the words and action of
Dr. Hahn and Mary in the hospital room. Eighty-three per

cent of those filling in the quastionnaire thought that

this response was placed in its true theological perspective.

In all his gesturing and movements we se@ not only

Ur. Hahn, the competent physician, but a great tendsrness.

DR. HAHN
Mary -- God will give you strength -- Lean on Him
and He will bear you up. He will hold you in Eis
strong arms. FPray te Him, Mary.

He waits. There is a long silence. He reacts when he

sees Mary stir. Her lips move.

MARY
{an almost inaudible whisper)
Jesus =- Jesus -- Help mel

DR. HAHN
(with strange conviction)
He is near «- vVery ==~ near.

MARY
{an almost inaudible whisper)
He == wWill == bear == me == U
{a pause L
Oh, Jesus! Help mel Help me now!

3Ibid., pp. 24=25.
kibid., pp. 26-27.
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This seems to be the theological eclimax toward which
the episode has been progressing. This prayer to Jesus is
the response suggested in answer to the situation where the
need and avallability of God®s power are recognized.

The most forceful evidence that the characters of the
story are movea by the love of Christ; although this motiva-
tion is never expressed in just this language, is to be

found in the scene around the Fischer dinner table after
the birth of Hary's baby boy, Qtto, Jr,

OTTG
CGarl, if you don’t mind. My heart is so full of
thankfulness tonight, I%d like to read my favorite
Psaln,

It's a Psalm Mary and I often read together. And
it's been going through my mind all day. Let's
s¢e == here it is. Psalm 100,

(reads with deep sincerity and reverence)
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.
Serve the Lord with gladness; come before his presence
with singing. Know ye that the Lord He is God. It is
He that hath made us and not we ourselves. We are his
people and the sheep of nis pasture. Bbater into his
gates with thanksgiving, and inte his courts with
praise, Be thankful unto Him and bless His name.
For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting. And
hig truth endureth to all generations.

CARL ;
Let us all give thanks. (He begins as family joins
him in following prayer) Oh, give thanks unto the
Lord, .for He is good, and his mercy endureth forever.
Amene.” -

Further action in the episode, the motivation for which

is intimated to be the love of Christ, 1s to be ssen in the

2Ibide, pPe 33-3k.
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experiences of Anna Fischer and Dr. Hahn. Anna's witness to
the power of prayer is a manifestation of the deep convic-
tion of her own faith. Dr. Hahn decides to go to Guatemala.
As Grandpa says in the final close-up:

Some folks might be wondering what possessed

Dr. Hahn to go bury himself off in a Guatemalan

mission == to give his life to Christian service «-

But we know, don't we?

Eighty-two per cent of those answering the question-
naire agreed that there was an adequate identification of
Christian motivation in the film, by means of these scenes.

In review, then, it may be said that the three theologi-
cal. elements of the film as studied here are of almost equal
strength in pressntation. The one element of the three

which receives the weakest verbal attention is the defining

of Christian motivation.
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CHAPTER V
THE ANCHORED HEARTZ

A& surprise telegram for Emily Fischer tells that Helen

Harris plans to arrive for a visit that evening at e%ght
o'clock. Helen is a childhood friend of Emily's who has
moved to Kansas City. When ten o'clock rolls around and
there ie still no Helen, the family is plainly worried.
Then Emily gets a telephone call from the Royaltown Police

Department. Helen has been picked up for driving while under

the influence of liquor. ©So, David Wainwright drives Eﬁily
and Mr. Fischer over to Royaltown to bring lelen home with

them. ©She is ashamed and embarrassed, but she goes with
them.

Helen unfolds the story of the last few months and
pours out the despair in her heart. Unofficially engaged,
with the understanding of a future wedding date with her
boy friend, Larry, Helen becomes concerned when she doesn't
hear from him for five whole days. She traces him one even-
ing %o a party, but gets from him only an hysterical laugh
in answer to the question, "Has anything happened?®

The next evéning, though, Larry explains that he has

lnthis is the Life," Episode XV, Luthefan Television
Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood,
California (mimeographed ms).
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received his draft notice. Filled with self-pity, he feels

and acts as if the bottom has dropped out of everything be-
cause his efforts at a promising job have now been stymied.
He tells Helen not to walt for him the two years of his en-
listment. "You might fall in love with someone, or 1
might." Dazed and hurt, Helen has not seen Larry since’
that night. It was thinking about him that caused the ex-
cessive drinking when she stopped for dinner on the way to
Middleburg and the Fischers.

David and Emily take a trip to Kansas City to show
Larry that there is a better way of meeting the problem of
an uncertain future than with "the bottle."™ They ars un-
successful, even though David makes it clear that he, . too,
has just received his draft notice. Larry peremptorily
rejects their offered friendship.

Concentrating her attention now on Helen, Emily tries
to help her to a new inner power that will aid her in making
an adjustment to the bitter loss she feels, Emily tells her
of an anchored faith in Christ that will help her through
the storms of life. Helen, still in bitter anguish, rushes
from Emily's presence and drives away in her car. As she
drives man} thoughts course through her mind,

The folks at home are once again concerned about Helen's
absence and are considering informing her pargnts of her
sudden departure. But their fears are cast aside when at

long last Helen reappears and rushes into Emily's embrace.
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"Thank God you're back," whispers Emily. And withk a

new found confidence that portends of better things to coms,
Helen answers, "Yes «- thank Godi"

The spiritual content of this episode has been summare
ized and published by the Television Committee for use in ad-
vance publicity.

What does a person do when the bottom falls out of
his life? This episode develops two possible ways

of reacting to such a situation. In the one case a
young man goes completely berserk and indulges in

all sorts of excesses -~ high life, parties, drink-
ing, etce

In the other case, we see two young Christians

(Emily Fiecher and her boy friend, who has just re-
ceived a draft notice, much to their disappointment)
accepting their deep disappointment in the light of
Ged's over-all plan and providence.

In a warm, intimate scene we hear Emily Fischer tell-
ing Helen Harris, her disillusioned girl friend, that
she has found an anchor for her life in her faith in
Christ the Savior. 3She, too, has had to weather

some terrible storms in her young life, but in each
case her faith in Christ has seen her through.

The heart of Emily Flscher was an “anchored heart,®
anchored firmly in the assurances of her Saviore.

Answers to the questionnaire indicate agreement on the
fact that this episode presented a genuine realistic expseri-
ence. All thirty-nine students answered "Yes" to Guestion 1,
"Is the situation (the problem that confronts the personali-
ties in this episode) adequately identified for the viewer?"
Six thought this identification was made by words in the
dialogue; one thought with action on the part of the charac-

ters; and thirty-two thought it was done with both words and

action, Question 5 on identifying a response to the situa-
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t;on was answered in the positive once again by all thirty-
nine. KEveryone thought a response was identified for the
viewer. The manner in which this identification was made
was sought for in Question 6. "With words in the dialogue,”
sald six. “With'action on the part of the characters,” said
five. And twenty-eight indlcated, "With both words and ac-
tion." To Question 8, "Is the pasychological process which
unites the situation with the response logiecally traced in
dialogue and actions for the viewer?" there were thirty-
five answers "Yes,"™ and four answers "No."

There was also major agreement on the fact that the
theological content of the film was presented well. Twenty-
seven thought the situation was identified theologlcally;
twelve thought it was not. (Question 3) Answering Question
L on how a theological identification was made, seven said,
nyith words in the dialogue;" one said, "With action on the
part of the characters;" and nineteen said, "With both words
and action." Thirty-three thought a theological response
was offered and identified; six thought it was not. (Ques-
tion 7) To thirty-four, the psychological process which
unites the situation with the response was identified in
terms of Christian motivation. To five it seemed that this
jdentification was not made. (Guestion 9) Of those answer-
ing Question 10 on how this identification was made, nine

said "With words in the dialogue;" two said, "With action on
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the part of the characters;" and twenty=-three said, "With
both words and action."

The corrected mimeographed shooting script of this epi-
sode ylelded the evidence presented now as to how this theo-
logical content was verbally defined. :

An identification of the problem challenging both Helen
and lLarry is made by Larry when he says, "Helen, listen ==
the bottom’s dropped out of everything! . . . It's a crazy
world! No sense to it! No use planning anything!"2 A
sudden realization of the uncertainty of the future has
shaken the only props Helen and Larry have known right out
from under their lives. They feel themselves awash in a
windy sea. Helen has leaned on Larry's love but now =-
"Larry's gone! He doesn't love me! 4And I still love himi"
As Emily tells David, "She's going to pleces. She just
couldn't;stand staying at home -- or even working at her
job.“3 Helen was just going crazy listening for that phone
to ring.

There is some question about whether this problem is
ever placed into its theological setting in the episode.
Those filling in the questionnaire expressed their greatest
doubt in answer to this: ©"Is the problem identified theo-

logically?® Forty-one per cent of the answers were negative.

2Ibid., pe 20
3Ibid., p. 22.
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Those who answered positively undoubtedly felt that the
regponse Emily suggests to Helen's problem indirectly, yet
adequately, serves to point up the real problem, a complete
and utter lack of the presence of God, a rejection of the

life of God that is offered those who know Christ as their

Savior.

The most satisfying experience in this episode is the
scene where Emily tries to find the right words with which
to comfort her friend and suggest the way out of her pre-
sent mental conflict. Eighty-five per cent of those who
filled out the questionnaire thought that this adequately

identified the correct theological response to the problem.

EMILY
Helen -~ darling -=- you can't go on this way.
You've just got to get hold of yourself.
(quietly, intimately)
Helen, we've been friends for years. You know
that whatever I've had -~ I have always been
willing to share with you. Right now I want to
share with you the most precious -- the moat
priceless ~~ thing I have =~ and something you
need most desperately.
(quietly, simply)
My faith in Christi

HELEN
(puzzled; incredulously)
Your -= ?

EMILY % I'.
Yes, Helen, my faith in Christ. Iou see. 've
had’my aha}e %f diaapgointments and disillusion=-
ments. Maybe not as bitter as yours right now.
But they were just as bitter and painful at the

time.,
i;istﬁg%ly) hen my own dreams
t moments like that =-- wnen my 8
£Zrza:hgttered -~ that I realized more fully than
ever, what my faith in Christ could really mean.
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It's just when everything goes wrong -- when we
feel ourselves being swept away -- that we need
Christ as our solid anchor. Someone to hold us =--
%0 see us through the stormi Christ can ses you
through, Helen. Please beliecve me.
HELEN
(sullenly)
I wish I could «= but I can't!
EMILY
(with deep conviection)
But, Christ died for us, Helen. And now He lives
-- o comfort and strengthen those who put their
trust in him. He's promised us His peace -- peace
of mind and heart and soul, if we'll only believe
Him, Don't you see, Helen, that's what 1'd like
to share with you ~= that peace and hope and strength
that God has put inzo ny heartl! =- through faith in

Christ, the Savior}

Thus to Eanily goes the credit for identifying for Helen
and the television viewer the ultimate answer that must be
gilven to those who are troubled in heart and soul about the
uncertain future. God puts peace and hope and strength
inte the human heart through faith in Christ, the Savior.
Christ's death and resurrection make up the anchor that is
firmly grounded in the heart of God, and trust in Christ is
the chain that attaches the believer's life to a solidness
that is divine. The confidence that'comes from that attach=
ment results in stabilized living. :

There was also frank agreement on the fact that this
episode gives evidence of true Christian motivation. Eighty-

seven per cent of those questioned were of the opinion that

h’_:gl)i_d_o| PP- 30“31.
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Emily's conduect, coupled with her verbal witness to the
Savior, sharply identified her as a person moved by the
love of Christ. "I want to share with you the most precious
thing I have == my faith in Christ., I'd like to share with
you that peace and hope and strength that God has put inte
my heartl®

Emily is not merely content with showing Helen by her
own life that it is possible to be strong through tri#ls on
every hand. OShe realizes the necessity of communicating in
simple words the message of God's love in Christ which is
intended also for Helen Harris,

A sumumary of this film proves its theological strength
©to lie in the identification it makes of true Christian
motivation. Here it is at its best, There is also a suc-
cessful identification of the proper theological responsa
for Helen's problem. But when it actually comes down to
evaluatiné the problem itself theologically for the viewer,

the story is weakest.

{ L oSersh e




GHAPTER VI
THE HIGHER Law

Just before leaving Middleburg to make his home in

San Ffrancisco, Jack Bates turns over to Carl Fischer the
deed for an insignificant acre of ground in token payment
of é $300 dept his father had incurred with Carl at the
drug store. A

Mot long after Jack's departure, the Midland Manufac-
turing Company offers Carl $3,000 for the land, Carl is then
faced with a problem. His wife Anna encourages him to sell
and loaa the money to her brother, Tom; who is in dire need
of the c¢ash, But Carl feels that the major portion of the
moneay realized from the sale belongs to Jack Bates, who was
not aware of the real value of the land at the time he gave
the deed to Carl. Carl himself was, of course, ignorant of
this value, too, at that time.

Carl finally decides to try to reach Jack in San Fran-
¢iseco., But it is too late. Jack has moved from his last
available address and the next thing Middleburg hears is
that he has been lost at sea, washed overboard from off the

ship on which he was working.

Anna thinks that now the problem is solved. But the

lnhis is the Life," Episode XVI, Lutheran Television
Produetion, Produced byg Family Films, Hollywood, California
(mimeographed ws).
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0ld problem in a new form is introduced with the appearance
in liiddleburg of a woman who claims to be the wife of Jack
Bates. DNow Carl and Aana are really confused as to what to
do with the $3,000. Carl calls on the woman and is satis-
fied that she is Mrs. Jack Bates. Then he and Anna visit
with Pastor lMartin, seeking his advice.

Aftver this brlef wvisit their course of action is clear.
They go to Mrs. Bates, befriend her, and give her a check
for $2,700. They feel that this amount is really hers,
after subtracting from the $3,000 the $300 debt owed to
Carl by Jack Bates' father,

Mrs. Bates, overcome with their kindness, tells them

of the approaching birth of Jack Bates! child, and decides
that Middleburg is the right place after all for her and the

child to call home. ;

The Televislon Committee has summarized the spiritual
content of this episode for use in advance publicity of the
£ilms | :

This is a story of Christian honesty. Mr, Fischer
is involved in a borderline case which calls for
the application of the highest principles of Chris-
tian ethics. He is confronted by a problem of
fundamental honesty, involving an importaat finan-
cial decision. After brooding over the situation
for a number of days he goes to Pastor Martin with
his problem., Pastor Martin tells him that a Chris-
tian can never be satisfied with merely being
legally right; he must always be sure that he is
morally right. "It is not so much a question of:
Can my behavior stand before the law? as it is

a question of: Can my bshavior stand before my
Lord?"

In a climatic scene Mr. Fischer decides to do the
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serupulously honest, thing, although his decision

involves the loss of §2,700. His decision was

made in obedience to the higher law,

Those answering the questionnaire were quite positive
in their opinion that this story presented a genuine, re-
alistic experience. Thirty answered "Yes" to Question 1,
“"Ts the situation (the problem that confronts the person-
alities in this episode) adequately identified for the
viewer., There was one answer "No."™ Five thought this identi-
fication was made in the words of the dialogue; no one
thought with action on the part of the characters; and thirty
thought it was done with both words and action., GQuestion 5
on identifying a response to the situation was answered in
the positive by thirty~five persons. Two thought a response
was not identified for the viewer, The manner in which this
identification was made was sought for in Question 6. "With
words in the dialogue," said three; "With action on the part
of the characters,® said one; and thirty indicated, "With
both words and action.® To Question 8, "Is the psychological
process which unites the situation with the response logi-
cally traced by the dialogue and action for the viewer?®
there were thirty-two answers "Yes," and four answers mNo.™

There seemed to be some question in the minds of thoss
answering the questionnaire about how clearly the theologi-
cal message of the film was presented. But there was a
general agreement on the fact that a theological message was

present. Twenty-nine thought the situation was identified

FFOSESIT Tttt

eeta TR




L3
theologically; seven thought it was not. ({(Guestion 3)
Answering Question 4 on how a théological identification
was made, seven sald, "With words in the dialogue;" one
said, "With action on the part of the characters;" and
twenty-one said, "With both words and action.™ Twenty-
seven persons thought the response offered to the situa-
tion was identified theologically; nine thought it was not.
{Question 7) To twentyenine the psychological process which
unites the situation with the response was identified in
terms of Christian motivation. To five it seemed that this
ldentification was not made., ({Question 9) Of those answer-

ing Question 10 on how this identification was made, four

said "With words in the dialogue;™ no one said, "With ac-
tion on the part of the characters;® and twenty-seven "With
both words and action,”

A study of the third draft, mimeographed shooting
script of this episode leads to a more detailed study of its
theological content,

Anna and Carl Fischer identify their problem for the
viewer and for Pastor Martin when they pay a visit to the
ministers.

ANNA :

Carl wanted to give everything above the $300 to

Jack. But I couldn't understand why he should.

And I'm still wundefiégagggg)what is the right

thing to do. As we told you, Pastor, legally we
have every right to keep the money.
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CARL
(deeply concerned)
But, somehow, 1 can't get rid of the feeling that

the money isn't mine. I just don’'t feel right
about it.

ANNA
1 can see that perbaps Jack did have some claim

to a Bart of it == if he had lived. DBut now this
girll

The problem facing Carl and Anna is evaluated theo-

logically by Pastor Martin in this same scene.

PASTOR

You know, Carl, sometimes we forget that Christian
honesty is not merely a matter of doing what is the
"hest policy.” It is rather a matter of living like
a redeemed child of God in every circumstance ==
regardless of the consequences. And a redeemed
child of God will want to do what he knows to be
the wish of his Redeemer,

{(he turns toward Anna)
Christian honesty is much mors than doing the legal
thing. It's doing the right thing =-

(places hand on Bible on desk)

~= gecording to the teachings of the Savior.

SN HLLR L P,

ANNA
{an inner light is gradually dawning)
And all the while it seemed so clear to me that Carl
had a perfect right to every peanny of that money.
It seemed so simple.

PASTOR
Sometimes it's simpler and more conveaient to solvs
our problems the strictly legal way -- and to close
our eyes to the deeper moral aspects. For a Chris-
tian it's not so much a question of "Can my behavior
stand before ghe law?" as "Can my behavior stand be-
fore my Lord?

This adequately identified the situation theologically

2Tbid., Pp. 31-32.
3Ibid., pp. 32-33.
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for 81 per cent of those answering the questionnaire on this

episode. Contributing to this opinion was the opening state-
ment of Pastor Martin. His initial response to the problem
of the Fischers' was, ". . . whenever 1 find a problem diffi-
cult to solve - a problem of right or wrong -- I always ask
myself one question: What would CHRIST do? . o o in other
vords, what would Christ want ME to do?® However, there is
no further indication of what Christ would do, or has done,
or even about who He is. Carl understands all this. He
answers "quietly, but with firm ceanviction," "There can be
only oﬁe answer to that."% But the thinking that is golng
on in Carl's mind, and the background of Christlan faith
upon whiich Pastor Martin 1s drawing is never identifisd for

the viewer.

Seventy-five per cent of those filling in the question-
naire thought that the scene just recounted and the giving
of the check to Mrs. Bates identified a theological response
to the situation. Carl tells the widow, as he gives her the
money, "Legally I have every right to keep it. DBut Decause
neither Jack nor I knew the real value of the property, 1
feel that morally he had a right to everything above the
three hundred dollars."5 Even though he does not tell Mrs.,

Bates anything about what prompted his decision, the viewer

bTbid., p. 31.
5Ibid., pe 36.
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knows from previous scenes the careful spiritual delibera-
tion through which Carl has passed, and the counsel of
FPastor Martin upon which he has acted.

Bighty-five per cent of those answering Question 9
thought that there was evidence of true Christian moti-
vation on the part of the Fischers in this episode.

Certainly what the Fischers did was beyond reproach.
They promised to help Tom by loaning him money, and although

Carl did not use the $3,000 that was legally his for this
purpose, he did keep his promise by borrowing ®on the stock
in the store" in order to raise the needed cash.

The Fischeré were true to the confidence that Mrs.
Bates had originally placed in the people of lHiddleburg by
helping her in the time of her extremest need.

The only verbal evidence given in answer %o the ques-
tion, Why did the Fischers act this way? is to be found in
Carl's response to his daughter Emily'srsurprise that he is
going to borrow on his stock in the store, something he has
always said he would never do for anybbdyo "Well, I never
wanted to before. But, somehow, I don't feel so bad about
doing it now.“6 :

In the scene with Mrs., Bates, she asks searchingly,

T still can't believe it. For you to give me this money

6Ibid., p. 40
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when you didn’t have t0 . o » Why?"7

Carl?s humble reply is, "Well, the simpleat way for
me to explain it == is == er =~ that I believe its's the
right thing to do." The viewer then is to associate this
confession of motive on the part of Carl with the eariier
statement of Pastor Martin, ®. . . a redeemed child of God
will want to do what he knows to be the wish of his RHee
deemer.® (arl never makes this assertion to Mrs. Bates.
che knows only thet for him it was the "right thing to do."

The theologlcal strengths of the three elements of
this episode seem to stand in almost equal proportions to
each other. Perhapévin the final analysis it may be said
that the film is at its theologi;al best when Pastor Martin
evaluates the problem for the Fischers, at the same time
indicating the proper response, The viewer is forced to

infer from various parts of the dialogue just what moved

the Fischers to do and say what they did.

Tibid., p. 38.
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CHAPTER VII
GOLOR BLINDY

Carl Fischer gets some after-hours customers at his
drug store. Hrs, Alverus Lamino has brought her son,
Alverus, Jdr., to receive medical attention for the cuts
and bruises on his face. Carl learns that these are the
evidences of a beating Alverus sustained at the Central
Playground. It seems that some of the boys, conscious of
hig Filipino feétures, have abused Alverus because they
"don't want any foreigner . . . playing ball on their team.”
Carl fixes up the lad and agrees with Grandpa Fischer that
", « o his eye's goin' to be all right -- but I don't know
how Alverus's goin' to be." |

Disturbed to the extend of doing something about this
disgrace, Carl writes a letter to the editor of the Middle-
burg Citizen, calling attention to the dark incident, and
urging the exercise of Christian love in contacts with
people of other nationalities. The editor sends reporter
Joe Turner to check with Carl about the possibility of a
story behind the event.ﬂ Joe isn't sold on the idea, con-
sidering the whole affair rather'trivial. But he talks to

Garl and in the course of the conversation inadvertently

lnpnis is the Life," Episode XVII, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood,
California (mimeographed ms).
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reveals his own thinking on the matter, "Sometimes I think
maybe a lov of our troubles are caused by all these for-
eigners. Jometimes I think they ought to go back where they
came from." Needless to say, Carl is quite taken aback by
this frank confession.

A new importance is attached to the experience for
Carl when he learns from Freddie, his youngest, who saw the
beating take place on the playground, that those responsible
for it are Eddie Walsh and Bill Turner, reporter Joe's son.
Carl now determines to see thing thing through to some posi-
tive conclusion. He makes an appointment with Joe, to glve
him a "good story."

Carl introduces Joe to Mrs. Lamino and Alverus. The
reporter, feeling that hé has been duped at first, is led
to see that here is a story indeed. #rs. Lamino is the
widow of the late big league baseball pitcher and winner of
the Congressional Kedal of Honor, Sergeant Alverus Lamino,
killed at Hsartbreak Ridge. Joe promisss to return the next
day with a photographer to take pictures for the paper.

On the way home Carl challenges Joe's ability as a re-
porger., TDidn't it ever emter your mind to question WHO
were the boys that bsat up Alverus?® Joe sheepishly admits
that he "missed the boat." It's a real shock to find out
that his own son, Bill, is one of the culprits. With this
as an opening, Carl takes the opportunity to remind Joe of

the Christian concept of brotherhood and how the practice

s A R




Ve R ———————

50
of "what ls right religiously will be the best for Middle-

burg.”
A new appreciation of this truth inspires Joe to ex-

pand his original story into a series of widely read and

generally applauded articles on "The Christian Approach

to brotherhocd."™ They bring results. dJoe sees them first

of all in his own family. It's his son Bill who excitedly

reports, "Hey Dad? Alverus's gonna pitch on our team.®
The spiritual content of this episode, summarized and

published by the Television Committee for use with advance
publicity, reads as follows:

This is a story on brotherhood. it is a beautiful
approach to the problem of race relations. It is
the story of a Filipino widow and her eight-year-
old son who have moved to Middleburg and who have
experienced difficulty in being accepted by the
citizens., Particularly one citizen, a newspaper
reporter, Joe Turner, expresses the thought that
Middleburg would be better off if "all foreigners
would stay where they came from."

The Christian attitude toward this problem is exe
emplified both by nine-year-old Freddy Fischer, who
befriends Alverus Lamino, and by Carl Fischer, who
gpeaks words of rebuke and exhortation to Mr. Turner.

Carl Fischer reminds Mr. Turner that "in God's sight
there is no such thing as a foreigner." He reminds
him that Christ died for all men regardless of race
or color and that every man, regardless of the pig-
mentation of his skin, is entitled to the full
measure of the Christian's love, consideraticn and
respect.

Some of the most moving scenes in the story are

hose involving little Freddy Fischer, who in his
gfg:etion for %ittle Alverus is indeed %color blind."

An interpretation of the questionnaire answers given
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with reference to this episode shows that there is general
consent to the opinion that the experience presented is
genuine and realistic., All twenty-eight showed a "Yes®
to Question 1, "Is the situation (the problem that confronts
the personalities in this eplsode) adequately identified for
the viewer?" One thought this identification was made with
words in the dialogue; one thought with action on the part
of the characters; and twenty~six thought it was done with
boih words and action. (Question 2) Question 5 on identi-
fying a response to the situation was answered in the posi-
tive by twenty-seven, with one indicating that he did not
think a response was identified for the viewer. The manner
in which this identification was made was sought for in
Guestion 6, "With words in the dialogue,™ said three.
"with action on the part of the characters," said one.
Twenty~three said "With both words and action.” To Ques-
tion 8, "Is the psychological process which unites the situ-
ation with the response logically traced by dialogue and
action for the viewer?" there were twenty-six answers "Yes"
and one answer "No.¥

Such specific agreement was not evident in evaluating
the theological content of the film. Twenty-one thought
the situation was identified theologically; seven thought
it was not. (Question 3) Answering Question 4 on how a
theological identification was made, six said, "With words
in the dialogue;" no one said, "With action on the part of
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the characters;" and fifteen said, "With both words and

action." Twenty thought the response offered to the situa-
tion was identified theologically; seven thought it was not.
(Guestion 7) To twenty-one the psychological process which
unites the situation with the response was identified in
terms of Christian motivation. To six it seemed that this
identification was not made. (Question 9) Of those answer-
ing Guestion 10 on how this identification was made, 5 per

cent said, "With words in the dialogue;® no one said, "With

action on the part of the characters;® and sixteen said,

"With both words and action;"

The scenes which gave rise to these opinions may be
studied more closely in the third draft mimeographed screen-
play script for this episode.

It is Carl Fiecher who identifies for the viewer the

real problem under consideration, the problem of Joe Turner,

CARL
(deeply serious)
Joe, I don't know why you drifted away from the
Church ~- but if you remember anything you learned
there, you must know that in God's sight there just
aren't any "foreigners."

ﬁhethe; a man's skin is black or red or yellow ==
he's just as much a creature of God as you and I ==
and entitled to just as much respect and considera-

tion.

JOE
(lamely)
Maybe you're right, Carle. But that'!s a lot easier
said than done.
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CARL
I know it's not always easy, Joe. And that's where
you need the power of a real Christian faith. A
faith which I'm afraid you've lost.
: JOE
(still lamely on the defensive)
But L haven't lost my faith. « . .
CARL
5 (musingly)
I wonderi . . o e

This 1s Carl’s attempt to show Joe the worth of each
individual as a creation of God, regardless of the color of
the skin, But Carl goes much further by pointing out to Joe
that his lack of appreciation in this matter of race rela-
tions in the last analysis stems from his lack of faith in
God. His attitude toward God will determine his attitude
toward fellow members of the human race. If in God's sight
there are no "foreigners™, then in the sight of those who
are in fellowship with God there will be no such thing as
a "foreigner."

Seventy-two per cent of those answering the questions
on theological content thought that thus the situation was
adequately identified theologically. :

Carl continues in the scene following that quoted above
to impress upon Joe what the response of a true child of God
will be to the situation in which he is called upon to deal

with the member of another race. Seventy-four per cent of

zlbido ) po ll'o'
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those filling in the questionnaire thought that this re-
sponse was identified theologically.

CARL
(then appealing)
Look, Joe. At one time you believed the Bible
when it said that ®"Christ loved the world"™ =- and
that he gave His life to save every member of the

human race =« not just a gertain class -- or a cer-
tain color.

You believed that he died to save all men of every
race and every nationality. No man who believes
that will ever shut out any member of the human
family from his love, his concern and his respect .

A man who really believes that Christ is the Savior
of all men can't do anything else but respect and
love every man he meets «- no matter WHO he is.
Anything else would be a denial of his faith.

: JOE
To tell the truth, Carl, I hadn't given the re-
ligious angle much thought. I was just thinking --
(he realizes how silly this is going to sound,
pauses, then continues sheepishly)
-= L was just thinking what would be best for
¥Middleburg.,

CARL
Then don't you think that whatever is right re-
ligiously will BE the best for Middleburg?
JOE
(awkwardly but sincerely) :

Ilve beeg a blind fuol, Carl. Thanks for opening

my eyes.

Since Joe's real problem is a lack of faith, Carl's
piece of conversation is neatly to the point. Faith in
Christ, who died to save every member of the human race,
thus proving his love for every man of the human race, con-

nects the believer with that same love. The belisverts

3Ibid., pp. Ll-42.
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concern and respect for his neighbor, regardless of color,
is dictated by the Lord Jesus who dwells within his heart
by faith. We are all one in Christ Jesus:

That Carl Fischer himself was moved by the love of
Christ was the opinion of 78 per cent of those filling out
the questionnaire; 76 per cent ¢f these thought this Chris-
tian motivation was evident from both words and action.
Although Carl never says that he himself feels that the love
of Christ constrains him to aét in service to those of

another race, thig certéinly is implied in the way he pre-

sents the entire case with such conviction of purpose to

Joe Turner. Another manifestation of Christian love is seen
when Freddy Fischer defends Alverus before Eddie Walsh and
Bill Turner, when they threaten him with another beating if
he doesn't leave the playground, but the opportunity is just
never présented to Freddy to tell why he sides with Alverus
against Eddie and Bill,. '

In summary, then, it may be sald that the episode
"(olor Blind" excellently identifies the proper Christian
response to the problem of race relations., It also ade-
quately places the problem in its true theological perspec-
tive., That the characters of this episode are moved by the

love of Christ is never verbally stated, but strongly implied.




CHAPTER VIII
OURS, BUT NOT TC KEEP

When Peter Fischer learns that Larry Smith, youth
director of the family's church, will not be rehired be-
cause of lack of funds, he suggests that twelve of the
young people get after-school jobs and within the five
weeks limit each earn $50 to make up the $600 needed. The
other young people accept the challenge, get their jobs,
and the project is under way.

Pete religiously sets aside his $10 a week for the
first three weeks, with two weeks to go in saving the total
of $50. In the meantime, however, he has been captivated
by Celia Adams, a "pert, cute young thing,“l a newcomer to
tcown, with an obviously more expensive taste than that to
which Pete has been accustomed. The grand climax to their
friendsghip is to be the formal dinner party to which Celia
invites Pete, casually requesting, ". . . wear your tuxedo,
will you?" Their phone conversation is cut short by an
interruption at the gas station where Pete is working, and

he isn't quite sure what Celia had said, but he answers

hastily, "Yeah, sure, sure. 'Bye."

Then, as Pete moves away from the phone to his customer,

lnpnis is the Life," Episode XIX, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood, Califor-
nia (mimeographed ms), P. 8
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the full force of the word stops Pete "dead in his tracks."
TUXEDG! He doesn't have one, He tries on his dad's and
Grandpa's old one, but neither fits. He must have a tux,
though, and there is only one way out. Pete uses the noney
he has been saving for the Larry Smith Project,

The moraing after Pete's dinner party the Fischer
family is deeply disturbed to learn that next Friday, just
five days away, the Finance Committee will be compelled to
recomnend to the Board of Trustees that they let Larry Smith

go because four of the young people, and Pete is one of them,

have not fulfilled their pledges of &50 each.

Pete, brought to realize the seriousness of his failure

in this important obligation, is determined to right his

wrong. He arranges an auction to be sponsored by the young
people for the purpose of raising the $200. Shedding himself
of Celia's influence, Pete renews his old friendship with
Betty, and together they set about makihg the auction a suc=

Cesse.

The spiritual content of this episode; printed in sum-
mary by the Television Committee for use in advance publi=-

city, reads as follows:

This is the story on Christian stewardship. It is
the story of Pete Fischer's first pay check and
what he does with it. In-his youthful exuberance
and thoughtlessness he squanders his hard earned
money. He is utterly oblivious of his obligations

to the local congregation.

In a moving scene at the breakfast table both Carl
Fischer an§ Urandpa Fischer have a heart to heart
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valk with the boy, pointing out that in the strict-

est sense his first pay check was really not his %o

keep; it was a trust from the Lord, for the admini-

stration of which he would be held accountable.

In his folksy way, Grandpa picks up an orange from

the table, and points out that, while men may plant

orange trees and water them, the trees themselves

and the oranges they produce are a gift of God.

"He's only letting us use them." So, too, our pay

checks are gifts of God -- "He's only letiing us

use them,"

Those answering the questionnaire were assured that
this story presented a genuine realistic experience. Forty-
8ix answered "Yes"™ to wuestion 1, "Is the situation (the
problem that confronts the personalities in this episode)
adequately identified for the viewer?® There were no nega-
tive answers. Two thought this identification was made in
the words of the dialogue; three thought with action on the
part of the characters; and forty-one thought it was done
with both words and action. Question 5 on identifying a
response to the situation was answered in the positive by
forty-six., BEveryone thought a response was identified for
the viewer. The manner in which this ldentification was
made was sought for in Question 6. "With words in the dia-
logue," said five. "With action on the part of the charac-
térs,” said two people. And thirty-nine indicated, "With
both words and action.® To Question 8, "Is the psychologi-

cal process which unites the situation with the response
logically traced by dialogné and action for the viewer?"
there were forty-one answers "les" and five answers "No.™

Answers to the questions on theological content
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evidenced less agreement. Thirty-six thought the situation
was identified theologically; ten thought it was not.
(Quesbion 3) Answering Question 4 on how a theological iden-
tif;catiqn was nade, twelve sald "With words in the dia-
logue;"™ no one said, "With action on the part of the charac-
ters;" and thirty-five said, "With bqth words and acticn.®
Thirty-five thought the response offered to the situation
was identified theologically; eleven said it was not.
(Question 7} To thirty-one the psychological process which
unites the situation with the response was identified in
terms of Christian motivation. To fifteen it seemed that
this identification was not made. (Question 9) Of those
answering Question 10 on how this identification was made,
seven said, "With words in the dialogue;" two said, "With
action on the part of the characters;" nineteen.said, "Wich
both words and action."

Now.we turn to a study of the third draft screenplay
mimeographed seript for this episode. We see that the situa-
tion in which Pete finds himself is best identified by his
father, Carl Fische{. Carl says to his son: ;

I hope you'll try to understand what you have done,

son —- You not only fell down on your promise -=-. but

you made your own selfish interests the most important

part of your life. You had your choice between helping
others through your gift to the Church -- or taking

Celia to a party « « « » Any fun you have at the

expense of others -~ or at the expense of your Chris-

tian obligations isn't really much fun, is it, son?

. . . It seems there's a lot of young folks in the
congregation who haven't learned to carry their part

of responsibility.
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Always ready to take'-- but never ready to give.2

A more specific theological evaluation is made of the

situation by Grandpa:

+ « » lOu see, Pete, most people never stop to
think just where their money and all their other
possessions come from -~ You know what I mean,
son., JIt's just that you've forgotten. But its
something we just can't afford ever to forget --
that all that we are -- and all that we have -=-
comes from God.

Take this orange, for instance., Wnere'd it come
from? (Peter, with a shrug: "From an orange
tree.”) That's right. A4nd if a man waters and
takes care of a tree, he _gets a good crop., But
he didn't make the tree in the first place, did
he? . . . Orange trees were here on earth before
we came -~ and they'll be here after we leave.
But they're here for us to use -= a gift from
the Creator. And that's the way it is, Pete,
with everything we have, Everything! Every-
thing we have real}y belongs to God, He's just
letting us use it.

In the minds of 78 per cent of those answering the
questionnaire, this adequately identified the situation
theologically. However, if the purpose of the episode was
to present Christian steﬁardship, it must be noted that
without faith in Christ there can be no proper evaluation
of the problems of stewardship. Because the Christian
knows the love of God in Christ Jesus, and because he be-
lieves in Christ Jesus as his personal Savior, he is con-

strained by his love for the Savior to view all that he is

“Ibid., ppe 30-31.
3Ibid., pp. 32-33.
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and has as a trust from God. This fact has not been made
clear in this episode. :

A proper response to Pete's problem, and 76 per cent
of those answering the questionnaire thought this respoanse
was identified theologically, is made in contributions by
Carl Fischer, the father, and Grandpa Fischer.

Says Carl:

What Grandpa was leading up to, Pete, is that the
#135 you earned during the past six weeks really
weren't yours in the first place; that money was ==
er =« a sort of trust == for which you and you
alone were accountable =~ not merely to your mother
and me -« but to the lord, who had a purpose for
letting that money come into your hands.

PETER
(puzzled)

A purpose? What purpose?
CARL

Any one of a dozen or more == The Church? The
Gospel? The spread of the Christian message?
Larry Smith?

- bel to th
That's right, son. If our money beiongs to tae
Lord, andggf'we always keep that in mind, we're
just naturally goin' to use a good portion of it

for HIS purposes. It just CAN'T be otherwise.
Ans,—ﬁﬁag'spmore we'll be much happier for having

Thus two aspects of the Christian's stewardship life

are hinted at, but not discussed. One has %o do with cause,
and the other with result. Carl points out that God has a
purpose for entrusting us with certain gifts.. This purpose

should motivate a proper use of the gifts. And Grandpa

bIbide, 'PPe 33«3k
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reminds that an accurate use of the gifts will rssult in
happiler living.
His father and grandfather have now encouraged Pete
%o respond to similar situations regarding the use of money

by asking himself the questions about cause and effect. For

what purpose has the Lord given me this money? What will be
the ultimate best result for others and myself when I use
the money? Missing from the discussion is an explicit
statement of the deeper motivation in the heart of the
Christian, namely, the love of Christ.

This brings a consideration of the final question:
What evidence is there that the characters of the story
act from true Christian motivation? OSixty-seven per cent
of those answering the questionnaire thought that there
was such evidence.

Those answering (uestion 9 positively were influenced
to their decision most strongly by the aigcere treatument
that is given the problem at hand by Pete, his father, and
grandfather at the breakfast table., Although a specific
statement about why they are so concerned with the problem
is not forthcoming, it is to be inferred by the viewer from .
their very language that the seriousness of the matter is

determined by their attitude about and relationship to God.
The distinctively Christian truth that this relationship
to Cod is in its correct dimensions only through faith in

his son Jesus Christ recelives no verbal attention here.
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What conclusions may now be made? Theologically

speaking, it may be said that the episode "Ours, But Not
to Keep," makes its best contribution in the response that
Pete should have made to his particular situation concern-
ing his handling of money. The episode is much geaker as
it attempts to evaluate Pete's problem in terms éf the
Ghristian conscience. iost éuestionable of all points

is whether the episode shows that the Ghristian is moti-

vated in his life by the love of Carist the Savior.




CHAPTER IX
TOO BUSY TO LIVEL

Roger Brownlee and his wife are former, old time
friends and fellow church members with Carl and Anna
Fischer. Roger has offered Carl a flattering, well paﬁ-
ing pesition with his rapidly expanding firm. But because
it involves selling his drug store and travelling away
from home guite a bit, Carl is hesitant aboul accepting
the new job. Through his contacts with Roger, Carl be~
comes more and more inelined to think it the better part
of wisdom not to make a change. He does not like certain
characteristies that he sees in Roger, the forceful, driv-
ing business executive, "He seems alllwound up in his work.
I wonder if he ever relaxes.¥

Garl and Anna are invited to a dinner at the Brownlee
home, but Roger never makes his appearaﬁce, finally phoning
that business appointments have detained him. Noticably
unhappy about the situation with Roger and his business
preogcupations, Mrs. Brownlee expresses a popeiess dis-
satisfaction with his attitude toward their home énd
marriage. She has tried to speak with her husband about'

maintaining a balanced life, but she has failed to reach him,

lugpis is the Life," Episode XXII, Lutheran Television
Produection, Produced byg Family Films, Hollywood, Califor-

nia (mimeographed ms).
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Carl and Anna gradually come to the decision that for
the sake of their family and for their own welfare Carl
will will not go into business with Roger, even though
Roger continues to plead and even to offer more fimancial
security with the new position.

An unforeseen development in the Brownlee househbld
is Mrs, Brownlee's decision that she Tsimply can't stand
it any longer®™ living "in a vacuum.®™ She tells Anna that

she is going off by herself someplace for a few days to

think it over. "Perhaps if I'm not here, Roger might pause
long enough to think about it, too."

Roger does think it over as he begins to feel keenly
the loss of his wife. Then one day when Carl is visiting
him in his office Roger receives a package marked "Urgent-
Private.% In the package is a can opener with the tag,
"Cook's Cabins."” Now Hoger knows where his wife is. But
more than that he knows that she wants him to be with her

at the same place where they had spent their honeymoon.

Roger joins his wife, shares his conviction with her
that he has been "starving for the things that really
matter,"” and determines that they are going to start all
over again, trying to keep first things first.

4s the Television Committee has published it for use
with advance publicity; this is a brief summary of the

spiritual content of this episode:

This episode is a dramatization of the doctrine:
"Seek ?e first the kingdom of God, . + o and all 3
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these things shall be added unto you.® Matt. 6333
Mr. Roger Brownlee, a successful business man,
offers Garl Flscher a splendid opportunity for
advancement. Mr. Fischer is very much interested
at first, but when he sees that Mr. Brownlee, in
his eager pursult of priches, has lost all sense of
spiritual values, he becomes progressively less
interested in Mr. Brownlee's offer.
At a climactic moment in the story, Mr. Fischer has
an opportunity to tell Mr. Brownlee why he is
declining the offer. Mr. Fischer has decided to
keep "first things first.®™ Among the "first things®
he is seeking to preserve are his own personal
faith, the falth of his family, and the spiritual
nurture of his chilldren,
This episode should prove an effective antidote
t0 the c¢rass materialism and the general acquis-
itiveness of today.
That this episode presented a genuine realistic

experience was quite evident from the answers of those
whe filled in the questionnaire. Thirty-four answered
"Yes®" to Question 1, "Is the situation {(the problem that
confronts the personalities in this episode) adequately

identified for the viewer? There was one negative answer,

Four thought this identification was made in the words
of the dialogue; three persons with action on the part
of the charactersj and twenty-seven thought it was done
with both words and action. Question 5 on identifying
a response to the situation was answered in the posi-
tive by thirty-five. BEveryone thought a response was
identified for the viewer. The manner in which this
jdentification was made was sought for in Questiom 6.
"With words in the dialogue," said one person. "With
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actlon on the part of the characters,” said four. And
thirty indicated, "With both words and action.® To
Question &, "Is the psychological process which unites
the situation with the response logically traced by
dialogue and action for the viewer?®™ there were
thirty~two answers "Yes," and three answers "HNo."

& greater divergence of opinion was registered
when it came %o answering the questions about theolog-
ical content. Twenty-nine thought the situation was
identified theologically; six thought it was not. (Ques-
tion 3} Answering Question 4 on how a theologiecal
identification was made, twelve said, "With words in
thedialogue.® Oane said, "With action on the part of
the characters.” Sixteen said "With both words and

action,® Twenty-one thought a response offered to the

situation was identified theologically; fourteen said
it was not. (Question 7) To twenty the psychological
process which unites the situation with the response
was identified in terms of Christian motivation. To
fifteen it seemed that this identification was not
made. (Question 9) Of those answering Question 10
on how this identification was made, two said, "With

words in the dialogue;™ one said, "With action on the

part of the characters;" and seventeen said, "With

both words and action.”

A detailed examination of the fourth draft mimeo~-



68

graphed shooting script of the episode reveals how the
situation facing the Brownlees is progressively identified
for the viewer. In the dinner scene with Carl and Anna
Fischer, Mrs, Brownlee is heard to say, "It's Roger. He's
so abgorbed with business that he hasn't time to think about
anything else - o » + He's changed . « » « In maﬁy ways.“z
Roger and his wife used to share things together -- dream to-
gether of the day when their ship would come in. Well, it's
as if their ship has come in and Roger's so busy unloading
it, he no longer has time for living. Tliere are many men
who are bigger successes than Roger and they've retained
their spiritual balance and their family life. But Roger,
well, "he's sort of out of control."

Facing up %0 her husband himself, Mrs. Brownlee makes
a further identification of his problem when she says,
"Youlre a great success, Hoger -- at making a living. But
you've made an awful failure -- of living., Making money's
become a disease with you."3

The problem is placed within its proper theological
framework -- and to 83 per cent of those filling in the
questionnaire this theological identification was adequate

-~ in the scene of Roger's visit with Carl at the Fischer

home.,

2Ibid., pp. =16,
3Ibid., p. 21.
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CARL
Roger, I appreciate what you're offering me --
but I can’t see any advantage in making the change
o ¢ o L've made up my mind to keep first things
first + « « o Naturally 1 want financial security
for my family, but I believe I have that now . o » »
You probably won't understand this, Roger « « « »
But as a Christian, I've been trying to keep certain
gplritual values uppermost in my life., The spiritual
welfare of my family, the religious training of my
children, the inner peace and contentment that comes
from knowing I've put GOD first in all things. To
me, there's nothing greater or more important than
that.

BROWNLEE
Are you trying to tell me it's wrong to try to
better yourself finaneially?

CARL
Gertainly not. But if you do so at the expense of
your spiritual security -- or that of your family
»w then that's not for me.

BROWNLEE |

Nonsense} -
CARL |

{through narrowed eyes) :

No? ‘

(ke levels off)
Every day of your life you've been breaklng the very
FIRST of the Ten Commandmentse.

BROWNLEE
{a little impatient)
Oh, come, nowl

CARL
(pgrsuéggz bef Me."
"Thou shalt have no other 8 before Me.
Roger, you've been worshipping the Almighzy Dollar
so long, you've forgotten there 1S a God.

Having made this evaluation, Carl continues in this
scene to offer, though indirectly, a response to Roger's

problem.. 8Sixty per cent of those answering the questionnaire

kIbid., pp. 31=33.



70
felt that this response was identified theologiecally.
: CARL'S VOICE
{continuing, relenting somewhat)

When have you been in church last? How long has

it been since you and Betty have prayed together

«= the way I know you uecd to do? How long since

you could take time to think about the things in

life that really couni? -« your own soul and the

souls of your children? Those are the things

that Amnna and I have clung to throughout the years,

Roger -« and we've decided that no matter what the

price, those are the things we wani to keep cling-

ing to,

From this and Carl's previous speeches the inference
is to be drawn by the viewer that since the real problem is
an improper attitude toward God and His demands upow man's
life, the solution to this problem is getting back into the
correct relationship with God. If the relationship with God
is in a healthy state, then the evidences of that healthy
state will be church attendance, worship and prayer. How-
ever, it is never said for the viewer's benefit that God
declares that man to be in the desired relationship with
Him as the Heavenly Father only when he comes to faith in
His Son Jesus Christ. This is, of course, the essence of
the Christian message, and the core of the Christian life.

That final sentence in Carl's speech above probably
gave rise to the opinion of 57 per cent of those filling in
the questionnaire tﬁat the episode identified true Christian
motivation. Carl has said that the motivating factor in the

lives of the members of the Fischer family is that they want

5Ibid., Pe 33

e T T
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to keep these matters of the spirit uppermost in all that
they do. The inner springs of contentment and peace flow
refreshingly from total committment to God. "I've put GOD
first in all tchings."

The dramatic climax that is missing from the episode
is the declavation that it is God Himself who makes possible
this committment by energizing man with his own Spirit,
that man might act freely in the love of Christ, whose in-
dwelling by faith changes a heart of stone to a heart of
flesh.,

In recapitulation then, it may be said that the film's
best efforts are set toward identifying Roger's problem
theologically. This is done clear;y and rather happily.
But the episode falls disappointingly short in presenting
a theological response to this situation and in showing
that the power that moves a Christian's life is the love of

Chrigt.




CHAPTER X
THE PARKER FAMILY*

Eddie Parker, a bright-looking teen-ager of about 18,
is planning a surprise for his parents' twentieth wedding
-anniveraary. He has had an enlargement made of their wed-
ding picture, and he has had it framed in sterling silver.
An anniversary card, lying on the desk in front of him, is
waiting for Eddie's signature. But the card never feels
the touch of Eddie’s pen. As he sits there, wondering just
how to sign the card, he becomes the unwitting listener to
a squabble his parents are having. It's serious. That's
evident from lrs. Parker's emphatic fi#al words. MAnd I'm
not going to stay iﬁ Middleburg." Weary and tired of con=-
stant bickering, Mr. Parker shrugs and turns away. "That's
up o you,."

Meanwnile, Pete Fischer is waiting for Eddie to pick
 him up for the ball game. The two of them are mainstays on
the Middleburg High baseball team. When Eddie is overdue,
Pete decides to go over and see what's keeping him.

Pete finds Eddis packing for a trip. He says he's
going to join the navy -- or something, His parsnis are

going to get a divorce aﬁd he's only in the way. Pete

lnvhis is the Life," Episode XXIX, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood, Califor-
nia (mimeographed ms).
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pleads with him to stick it out, but only succeeds in
getting Eddie to promise that he'll pitch the game for
the championship that afternoon.. After that's over, he's
tghovin® off." '

While HEddie dresses for the game, Pete runs over home
to tell his parents about Eddie's predicament. They de-
cide to invite kddie to dinner after the game. That may
give them’enough time teo think of some way in which to help
Eddie and his mother and dad.

The geme is a "jim dandy," and it%s Bddie Parker's
pitching and fielding that spells victory for Middleburg.
He is the hero of the hour as he joins the Fischers for
their evening meal., After the meal; Eddie experiences for
the first time participating in a family devotional period.
He is visibly touched by the Bible's injunction that we are
not to be bitter, wrathful and angéy, but rather forgiving
one another, even as God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven
us. Bddie decides to stay at home.

An opportunity for Mrs. Fischer to express her own
Christian convictions about marriage and the family comes
during her visit to collect a Red Cross contribution from
Mrs, Parker, Mrs. Parker is set to some serious reflectiog.

It's some time later, as his mother 1s helping Eddie
to pack for college, that she discovers the wedding picture
and the anniversary card they had never received because of

their guarrel. This token of affection is the final impetus
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given by Eddie to draw his parents together again. This

imspires them to gather all their thoughts on love and
marriage and family into the determination to make it all

over "into sowmething new and better.?

The following summarized spiritual content of this
episode has been printed by the Television Committee for
use with advance publicity:

In this episode we have a striking contrast be-
tween two families -~ the Parker Family and the
Fischer Family, #ach family has an l8-year-old
son: Eddie Parker and Pete Fischer.

Because of incessant quarreling and general "ine
compatability,” the senior Parkers have consulted
thelir lawyer about a possible divorce. Eddie
Parker has overheard a conversation between his
parents in which they discussed their plans. for
separation. He is overcome by a filling of in-
gecurity and sadness.

Ia the course of events he is at the Fischer home
for dinner. For the first time in his life he
participates in a family devotion. This impresses
him deeply. In a subsequent scene we see him tell-
ing his mother about his experlience at the Fischer
home and expressing the wish that they, too, could
have such devotions.

Weeks later Anna Fischer stops off at the Parker ‘
home while canvassing for the Red Cross. Mrs. !
Parker, cool at first, gradually warms up to Mrs. o
Fischer and the two engage in a discuss;on on

marriage and divorce. The story ends with an

indication that the Parker Family will stay to-

gether,

The questionnaire results concerning the episode give
the opinion that it presents a genuine realistic experience
within an intelligible theological frameworke.

Forty-six said "Yes" to (uestion 1, nIs the situation

(the problem that confronts the personalities in this

5 e .
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episode) adequately identified for the viewer" Thers were
no negative answers. Four thought this identification was
made with words ia the dialogue; one thought with action
on the part of the characters; and forty-one persons thought
it was done with both words and action. (Question 2) Ques=-
tion 5 on identifying a response to the situation was an-
swered in the positive by all forty-six. BEveryone thought
Aa regponse was identified for the viewer. The manner in
which this identification was made was sought for in Ques-
tion 6. "With words in the dialogue," said four; "With ac-
tion on the part of the characters,” said one; and forty-one
indicated, "With both words and action.™ To Question 8,
"Is the psychological process which unites the situation
with the response logically traced by dialogue and action
for the viewer?" there were forty-three answers "fes" and
three answers "No.®

Thirty-eight thought the situation presented in this
episode was identified theologically; eight thought it was
not., (Question 3) Answering Question 4 on how a theologi-
cal identification was made, eighteen said "With words in
the dialogue;" one said, "With action on the part of the
characters;” and twenty-one said "With both words and

action."” Thirty-eight thought the response offered to the

situation was identified theologically; eight thought it
was not. (Question 7) To twenty-seveil the psychological

Process which unites the situation with the reaponse was

. : 7 i
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identified in terms of Christian motivation. To nineteen
it seemed that this identification was not made. (Ques-
tion 9) Of those answering Question 10 on how this identi-
fication wes made, five said "With words'in tﬂe dialogue; "™
no one said "With action on the part of the characters; "
and twenty-bhree indicated it was done "With both words and
action.”

A study of the third draft, revised shooting script

for this episode is necessary in determining exactly what
gave rise Lo these questionnaire opinions.

In this particular episode the theological identifi-
cation of the problem and the identification of a theolo-

gical response to the problem seem to be depeadent upon

each other f{or clarification.
It is no secret that the Parkeras are invelved in an

unhappy merriage situation. That's the fundamental problem

discussed in the episode.

(i Taa i)
exploding
o o » If your father hadn't left you his old lume
ber mill -- we wouldn't be buried in a place like
this, We'd still be in Chicago having good timea;

HARVE% tempt )
with a trace of contem
Good times? (What? -= gard parties -- the races and
night clubs? Humphl

(then to cut it short)
Look == why can*tlgou be happy in Hiddl:gg? :e Why
don't you stop sulking and pouting? == 4 kligg
sorry for yourself. Frankly, I'm getting sick o
it. ,
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ELISE
(flaring)
Oh, are you? Then why don't you do something
about it?
HARVEY

{with emphatic finality)
Elise =« 1%'m NOT going to sell the lumber mill.

ELISE
(just as emphatically)
And I am NOT going to stay in Middleburg.

HARVEY
2 {wearily)
That's up to you.

There is no attempt to evaluate this problem theologi-
cally until Anna Fischer, at the time of her Red Cross call
on Mrs. Parker, offers her simple description of marriage.
In doing this, Anna is also offering a solution to the pro-
blem of an unhappy marriage, although indirectly.

ELISE

Mrs., Fischer, I suppose you think I'm terrible for
wanting a divorce.

ANNA
{with evident sympathy)
LI shink I understand.

ELISE
{surprised)
Then you «~ agree?
ANNA
(smiles)
No, I'm afraid I don't.
ELISE
Well == er <- what do you mean?

ANNA
You see, to me -- marriage is something sacred.

2Ibid. s PPe 6=7s
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Something none of us is free to break -- unless
foxr reasons clearly stated in the Bible. For me
marriage has been a lifetime career - a lifetime

responsibility, not only to my husband -- but to
my children,

ELISE
But, doesn't that responsibility work two ways?

ANNA
(she nods)
Yes. But, if there is love and respect on both
sides ~= and a willingness to understand and meet
each other half way -=- usually things have a way -
of working out,. v

ELISE
(ruefully)
Somehow, 1t just hasn't worked out that way for us.

ANNA |

(diffidently at first) 4

Mrs, Parker - I don't know if I should say this =- E

(then warming up) ﬁ

But -« do you really think you're doing the right : ]

thing if you deprive Eddie of the security of a

?o@g? ;3 of the guidance and companionship of a
ather

The conversation is interrupted here and HMrs. Fischer .
is deprived of the opportunity to explain in more detail
just how God looks upon marriage. But the seed of thought
that she has planted is watered by later circumstances
and finally bears fruit in a moving closing scene.

( ELISEm 4 :
constrained |
Harvey -- this divorce -- maybe it really doesn't

have to happen.

(haltingly)
I -= I just hayen't been able to sign those papers.

3Ibid., pp. 41-k3.
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Not after what Mrs. Fischer said the other day.

(then noting his quizzical expression)
I didn't tell you -« but she was here one day
last week «- and she said something I haven't been
able to forget.
We really have no right tv a divorce. Marriage
is & sacred thing. A lifetime responsibility.
We shouldn't deprive Eddie of the security of a
home.

{sincerely; contritely; haltingly)

Harvey, why can't we start over.

HARVEY
{happily; deeply moved)
I%ve been hoping %0 hear you say that.
let's make our ﬁarriage over -=- into something
new and better,

This is the only theological treatment of the episode'’s
basic problem.

A problem closely related to that of the Parker's con-
templated divorce receives somewhat greater theological
attention in the episode., This problem involves Eddie and
his relationship toc his parents. 3

Eddie is bitter and grim when Pete discovers him pack= i
ing his clothes, getting ready to leave town. His problem
is identified for the viewer in this scene:

?DUI% te in on it)
{deciding to let Fete

I guess you'll hear about it anywaye Mom and Dad
are getting -a divorce.

g ® 8, 'm gettin'
Soon, the whole town'll know about ite I
away'before 1711 have to face the gange Iflf Join
the navy -~ or somethinge.

"M-, PPe ll-9"50'
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PETER
But, Eddie -~ you can't just pack up and go like
this, What'll your folks say?

EDDIE
{bitterly)
What do they care? They're just waitin' for me to
be out of the way. They've only stayed together
this long on my account anyway.

PETER
(curiously)
How do you know?
EDDIE
I heard them say s0.
PETER
Maybe you got it wrong.
EDDIE
(eynically)
feah?
PETER

But ~= er -= well, 1é£g§?%%n%;n't right for you

to walk out like thisl?

Pete does not continué here to tgll why it is wronge.
That remains %o be done, not directly, but by inference, in
a later scene at the Fischer home, This scene accomplishes
both a theological evaluation of Eddie's problem and an

identification of the proper theological response to the

Problem.
EDDIE
Thanks for the dinner, Mrs. Fischer. It was sure
good,
GRAMPA
(quietly)

We'd like to have you join us in our devotions, Eddie.

’Ibid., ppe 16-17.

SRR =i w1
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EDDIE
(mechanically)

Yea. Sure,

CARL
Well, then, today's reading is from Ephesians,
Chapter L, verses 31 and 32,

"Let all bitterness and wrath, and anger, and
clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you
with all malice."

"And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ’s
sake, hath forgiven you."

(reading from booklet)
In this text, God tells us that we are to for-
give our fellowmen -- even ag He has forgiven us.
We are always to remember that it was the tender-
_heartedness of God which moved Him to send His
Son into the world, to suffer and to die, that
all our sins might be forgiven.
Once we have learned to forgive others, as God
has forgiven us, we shall be able to remove all
bitternsss, all mallce, and all unrighteous anger
from our hearts.
And when we forgive, let us remember that to for-'-
give is to forget -- even as God, for the Savior's
sake —» has cast all our sins behind His back and
has promised to remember them no more.
If we learn to love all those with whom we live,
and to cover their faults with the mantle of sweet
charity -- we shall find love flowing back into
our lives -~ and we shall be the happiers
@ » ® o
Indeed, by our own EXAMPLE of loving kindness, we
may inf‘luznce others to come closer to Htiﬁl wﬁ: %:
their only Lord and Savior. May God g:a ° Play T3
be examples of Christian love and kindness
those with whom we live.

(he pauses)

Let us praye.

° o o @ faults
Dear Father in Heaven, who hast covered Our:l,rit
with the blood of Christ, create 1‘8‘,‘:’t§e’§ms of

of forgiveness great emough %O for
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all who do us wrongs .":men.6
The viewer of this episode is ¢o draw the inference,

together with Eddie himself, that the real reason for his
| bitterness 1s his inabilivy to love and forgive his parents.
The devotional message has lighe~lighted the fact that this
bitterness can be overcome. First of all, Eddie is to
recognize that God has forgiven him in Christ, even though
he is guilty of just as wmany oifenses as his parents. As
God has forgivem him, so does God give the strength to
forgive his parents. ind as Bddie learns to forgive his
parents, he ghall be able to remove the bitterness from his
heart., S&ince it is possible by faith to become an example
of loving kindness, Eddie is encouraged to influence by
gentleness also his parents, that they may come closer to
their only Lord and Savior.

iddie's response to this stimmlating experience is

identified'in the scene where he tells his mother that he
has decided not to leave after all, She asks him what
happened to make him change his mind. This is Eddie's
answer:

The devotions they had == after dinner.

- (struggling with his words) A

You know ~- Mr. Fischer =~ he reads from the Bible

end from a little book. It sald that - W shoulg W
forgive each other -~ and love what'!s best in each O .

6Ibid., ppe 27-30s
Tibid., p+ 32.
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This statement by Eddie is the one statemeﬁt of the :
episode which comes closest to identifying a true Christian
motivation. This does not necessarily mean that at this
point bddie himself is moved to be forgiving by the love
of Christv. But this witness, following closely on the heels
of Zddie's previous contact with the Fischers during their
devotions, does help the viewer t¢ define Christian motiva-
tion,

Perhaps the love of Christ is alse implied in Anna
Fischer's: "For me marriage is a sacred thing." Otherwise
there is no verbal evidence to the fact that the characters
of this episode are moved by the love of Christ.

A study of the theological strengths and weaknesses
of this episode has shown agreement with the tabulated re-
sults of the questionnaire,

Bighty-three per cent thought the situation was identi-
fied theologicallye.

Blghty-three per cent thought the response was identi-
fied theologicallye.

Fifty-nine per cent thought true Christian motivation

was identified.




CHAPTER XI
THE BEGINNING OF THE RAINBOWL

A new acguaintance has been added to the list of Emily
Fischer and her boy friend, David Wainwright, with the
arrival in Middleburg of Duke Elliot. He has been dating
Marion Evans, who works at the library with Emily, and
Marion is convinced %he'’s everything I've ever dreamed
of « o o @ man who likes ©to go places énd do things,."

wWhen she comes back from her vacation Marion springs
the surprise news that she is Mrs. Duke Elliot, and the
newly married couple invites Emily and Dave to a celebra-
tion at their new apartment. Bmily accepts and counters
with an invitation for them to hear Edward Brandon give
a review of his book The Beginning of the HRainbow. That
strikes an especially responsive note in Duke, because
during the war Brandon was a newspaper correspoadent who
visited their sector a number of times and of whom the boys
thought a great deal.

Duke and Marion fail to make the book review, though,
and apparently it's because they are having another one of
their big parties. But Ewily thinks that Brandon's message
is one that Duke and Marion should hear so she invites them

laThis is the Life," Episode XXXIII, Lutheran Tele-
vision Production, Prodﬁced by: Family Films, Hollywood,
California (mimeographed ms).
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to a barbecue at which the Fischers are entertaining Mr.
Brandon. Duke accepts, primarily with the intention of
rescuing the tough, salty war correspondent from a dull
evening with the old-fashioned Fischer family.

Duke is in for a rude awakening, Kr. Brandon, the same
Mr. Brandon for whom the boys in his sector had so much re=-
spect, is a serious thinking Christian who expresses his
conviction that "man's only true happiness lies in the
Gospel of Christ as we have it in the Bible.”

Duke has been looking for happiness, in fact he has
been pursuing it. But real happiness has escaped him, and

this fact has been made bold by the words of Mr. Brandon.
Driving home that night, troubled in his mind and

involved with his thoughts, Duke speeds and is arrested.
The result: $200 fine or thirty days in jail. Marion goes
to Duke’s boss for help, but he fires Duke. Mr. Fischer
finally loans Marion the money to bail Duke out. Marion
promises to sell the car to pay the money back.

With Duke out of a job and with no prospect of a job
in sight because of the arrest incident, Marion goes back
to work at the library. Brandon's book The Beginning of the
Rainbow pops up again and this time Marion determines to
take it home and read it. While she is out to lunch, Duke
stops by and Emily suggests that he take it along home with
him for his wife. Deflated and discouraged, Duke wgnders

on home with the book under his arm.




86

That night, in a long session with Brandon's book,
Duke thrilis to its contents, and joins in a hearty endorse-
ment of Brandon's last chapter. "0f all the joys which the
human heart can experience, none is greater than the joy
of a Christian faith.™

That's the landmark for which he and Marion have been
searching. They have found it -- the beginning gﬁ the
rainbow.

The Television Committee has summarized the spiritual
content of this eplsode for publicity purposes and printed
it as follows:

This story depicts the joy of the Christian life,
It refutes the idea that a consistent Christian
is & man with a sour face, a dark suit, and a
big umbrella.

For a while Emily Fischer finds herself moving
in a fast aet. OShe soon sees that she is oub
of her element and withdraws. The fact is, her
fast moving friends are happy to drop her from
their set.

Emily continues on her cheerful way, ynperturbed

by the fact that she has, in effect, been ostracized
by her "friends," particularly by a young couple
with whom she had been rather chwmny, DukeAand ‘
Marion.

During the ensuing months, Duke's happiness turns
%o asﬁes on his l%ps. Boﬁh ne and Marion hit upon
difficult days. They turn to Emily. Through i
Emily, as well as through others, they learndtia
the greatest joys in life are not tJ be found in
an endless round of pleasure but in the assurance
which God has given us through faith in Christ

the Savior.

is episode is related to a book
EﬁicﬁiéiilﬁchEe acgoss in the library and which
she shares with Duke and Marion. This is a book
by a Christian author who speaks of th3 Christian
1life as "The Beginning of the Rainbow.
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The questionnaire results on this episode show sube
stantial agreement both on the genuineness of the experi-
ence and its theological treatment.

Thirty-nine answered "Yes” to Question 1, ®Is the
situation {(the problem confronting the personalities in this
episode) adequately identified for the viewer?" There were
no negative answers., 7Three thought this identification was
made in the words of the dialogue; one thought by the ac-
tions of the characters; and thirty-five indicated that it
was done with both words and action. Guestion 5 on identi-
fying a response to the situation was answered in the posi-
tive by thirty-eight; one indicated he did not think a
response was identified for the viewer. The manner in which
this identification was made was sought for in Question 6.
"With words in the dialogue,™ said seven; no one said, "With
action on the part of the characters;® and thirty-one indi-
cated, "With both words and action." To Question 8, "Is
the psychological process which unites the situation with
the response logically traced by dialogue and action for
the viewer?" there were thirty-eight answers "Yes" and one
answer "No."

Thirty-five thought the situation was identified theo-
logically; four thought it was not. (Question 3) Answering
Question 4 on how a theological identification was made,
twelve said, "With words in the dialogue;" no one said, "With
action on the part of the characters;® and twenty-tvhree
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thought it was done "With both words and action." Thirty-

four thought the response offered to the situation was
identified theolcgically; five said it was not. (Question 7)
To thirty=-four the psychological process which unites the
situation with the response was identified in terms of
Christian motivation. To five it seemed that this identi-
fication was not made. (Question 9) Of those answering
Guestion 10 on how this identification was made, eight said
"With words in the dialogue;™ no one sald "With action on
the part of the characters;® and twenty-six indicated that
it was done "With both words and action.™

The problem facing Duke and Marion is not seon in its

bare truthfulness until it is viewed in retrospest. This

is evident from a closer study of the third draft, corrected
shooting script of the episode.
Marion vells Bmily, after Duke has been fired:

i'm really getting worried avbout Duke., This come-
down has been awfully hard on him. Hs doean't
seem to have anyuhing to cling Uo. And &ll this
happiness we'ge been chasing has blown up right
in gur faces.

Duke himself says:

Frankly., Emily -- I'd sort of considered you
Fischeg'.; old-%aahioned. But I'd never thought

of Brandon being that way ==
(pauses)

But now I'm beginning 30 wonder if maybe it's
me that's out of step.

2Ibid., p. 38.
3Ibid., p. 39-
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Duke is showing signs of having reflected on Mr.
Brandon's words on that night of the barbecue. It was at
this point that Duke's problem was pointed up in its true
theological perspective, and 90 per cent of the question=-
naires on this episode indicated that this evaluation of
the problem was theolegically adequate.

(to gﬁﬁiﬂon)
You say in your search all over the world youtve

been watching men frantically seeking happiness
in many ways?

BRANDON :

(reflectively) :
Yes -~ and when I started writing this book, the
pattern became self-evident. The men I%d seen
seeking happiness in the pleasures of this earth
== hadn't found it, They had found many so-called
pleasuregs -~ but they hadn't found happiness.
They were still searching for that.
Especially right after the war -- I saw so many
young soldiers who had seen so much hate and ges-
truction «~« try to erase it from their minds in
countless ways -~ I saw these men turn to physi-
cal pleasures -- to excess in most cases =-- but
the harder they tried to find happiness - the more
it eluded them.

And then I saw another thing. I saw other people -- ﬁ
all over the world -- rediscovering what had been :
discarded or ignored by so many, The fact that )
man's only true happiness lies in the Gospel of |
Christ as we have it in the Bible. §

And those who had discovered this fact were basi-
cally happy in spite of everything life had dealt
them., You know -- I wasn't exactly a religlous
man when I first bescame a war correspondent -- but
I finally came to the conclusion -- as 1 stat?d
in my book -~ that vhe beginning of everybody's
rainbow was the moment they realized that Ghrtsg
was the answer to all their problems -- and tha
his way of life was the guide that leads across
the rainbow -- into eternal life im the Kingdom

of God. 3

o @ ? &
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A lot of boys wino were so restless at first have
sort of settled down to this same way of thinking.h

If Duke finds himself in a situation where he lacks
happiness because he lacks faiph in Christ, ‘then the proper
theologlcal response to this situation would be th«t Duke
come to realize his error, retreat from his former walk of
life and come to know the Savior. These are the exact
steps through which he goes and 87 per cent of those fill-
ing in the questionnaire were of the opinion that the film
thus indicated a proper theological response to the situa-
tion,

This scene takes place the morning after Duke has sat
up reading Prandon's book.

DUKE

(quietly)
This makes sense, Marion. A lot of sense.
Let me read you something. Let's see, Here it
is, s
The more I see of this troubled world, the more
I realize that the Royal Road to Happiness 1s one
word - Christ. There's no hang-over to the joy
of a Christian life. There's no letedown after
the build up -~ no bankruptey after the pleasurse.
The bliss of the believer-in-Christ transcends
everything evil that life can throw at him.

50&55': that make sense to you? I guess this
guy Br;ndon mast know what he's talking about.

Listen to this.

s o o o : heir
I have seen men in this world lifted °“§a€f£§rou8h

darkest hours by the joyful assurance U
Ghrisg their blgckest sins have been forgiven and

’*M-. ppo 26"28.
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that, through Him, they have been assured of eternal
life with God in heaven,
And here's the way Brandon ends that chapter.

(reading from the book)
Of all the joys which the human heart can experience,
none is greater than the joy of a Christian faith.
A persgonal faith in Jesus Christ -- the Son of God
-w and Bavior of the world,

(deeply thoughtful)

When a salt like Brandon can write sowething like

this - I guess I must've been chasing the wrong
kind of randbows.

MARION

(nodding)
HMaybe we've both been chasing the wrong kind of
rainbows «=

(pauses)
I've been doing a lot of thinking, too, Duke, and --

DUKE
{cuts in)
Since last night - I've done a lifetime of think-
ing. About shings I've been ruuning away from for
years.
You know, it’s a funny thing - bup while I was
reading and thinking -- and beginning to under-
stand what Brandon was driving at -- 1 began to
feei the same way I did once baeforg --
(then reminiscently
I was flying home after a mission -- all alone ==
and I was lost and nearly out of gas. Then,
suddenly the weather cleared just enough and I
spotted a landmark -- and at that moment I knew
1 was going to make it. The excitement, and yetI
relief, that I felt at that moment, was th? way :
felt this morning -- after reading Brandon’s DOOX.
(pauses)
I kncw I'm putting it badly -- but do you get
what I mean?

/

MARION
(softly)
Yes, Duke -- I think I do.

DUKE
(brightening)
I've been flying blind, Marion -- but last night I
spotted a landmark.
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HMARION
(smiles)
Maybs you saw the beginning of the rainbow?
DUKE
(smilea)
Yeah, Ma.gion9 that®s it -~ the beginning of the

rainbowe.

Une question remains yet to be answered in this study.
Does the episode identify true Christian motivation? Eighty-
seven per c¢ent of those who filled out the questionnaire
said that it does.

This would be the infereace drawn fr;m such statements
by Mr, Brandon as: ". . . man's only true happiness lies in
the Gospel of Christ as we have it in the Bible." "0f all
the joys which the human heart can experience none is
greater than the joy of a Christian faith."

Although she never articulates the love of Christ as
the mainspring in her 1ife; Emily confides her heart's con-
victions to her father; when he asks her how she feels aboub
being a Christian or striving for the happiness of Duke and
Marion, she makes this simple confession, "1 wouldn't trade
with then for a million."6 _

In review, then, it may be sald, a fact to which the
questionnaires also agree; that the theological content of

this episode receives adequate attention in the three areas

Sl

SIbig., PP. 4l=b3.
Ibid., p. 16.
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delineated by this study. To say which area is stronger
in its presentation, the theological evaluation of the
problem or the identification of a theological response,
would be most difficult, Slightly weaker than these two

is the effort at ideantifying true Christian motivation.




CHAPTER XII
A SUMMARY EVALUATION

In making & summary evaluation of the theological
content of THIS IS THE LIFE it might be of advantage to
consider first the computed final results of the question=-
naires in terms of sheer numbers. A total of 1,003 ques-

tionnaires is involved. This means that on the average each

film was viewed and evaluated by forty students at Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis. The group did not always contain the
same forty students.

The following table shows cumulative tabulations:

(Cf. Appendix A)

;
:
d
J
3
|
|

195 o% 99% 6., @av 13%
Nis 9% b- %

2. e ﬁ
b. A T Yea 7 :
Ce 87£ “ No Z%

3. Yes 79% 8., Yes 88% |
No 21% No 12%

he iRvinidlh 9. Yes 79%
b, 3% No 21%
Co 72% 10| gﬁ l9§

° Y % L
? NSS 92% c. 77%

This table seems to indicate that in the opinion of
the seminary students who filled out the questionnaires
THIS IS THE LIFE is strikingly successful in its attempts
to present to the television audience a message of healthy
theological proportions. There is no doubt whatsoever
aborn; the fact that THIS IS THE LIFE presents genuine,
believable situations, taken from the mills of life, with "
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which the viewer may easily identify himself. This means

a vicarious participation is possible on the part of the
viewer in a wholesome dramatic experience, for the most part
a religious experience.

According to the final tabulations THIS IS THE LIFE, as
a series of programs, is of almost equal strength in the

three theological areas of study suggested in this evalua-

tion. A total of 79 per cent of the questionnaires voiced
the opinion that the situations in the series were theolo-
glcally evaluated for the viewer. That the responses
offered to the situations considered in this series were

identified thezologically was the opinion expressed in 74

per cent of the questionnaires. The matter of identifying

true Christian motivation was adequately treated in this

series, according to 78 per cent of the questionnaires.
Fram this it is apparent that if a film is considered

adequate in its theologlical development, all three elements

o R A e e R gnh T e i

of the situation, response and motivation have been handled
to the satisfaction of the student-viewsr. If, however, the
episode seems weak, theologically speaking, it is usually

because tae student-viewer feels that none of the three

B Bl LY

areas receives proper theological attention. The very

hh adbio s o it

slight variation in opinion of not more than 5 per cent
shows that these three elements are interdependent and will
rise or fall together. The religious director of a dramatic |

television series, suca as THIS IS THE LIFE, may then be
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reassured in his own thinking, that if somewhere in his
script, the story itself will make a theological evaluation
of the situation in which the characters are involved, there
will be ready opportunity to offer through the episode
itself the proper theolegical response to the situation. As
the process from situation to response unfolds itself, the
interaction called for on the part of the personalities con«-
cerned will inspire natural settings for the definition,
with both words and action, of true Christian motivation.
If the first step is missing, that of a proper theological
evaluation of the sivuation, it would seem most difficult
to introduce realistically the elements of response and
motivation in such a way that the viewer will be able to
distinguish the experience as peculiarly Christian.

The questionnaires alsc show the decided conviction
that mere actions in a story are not sufficient to identify
Christian experience., The small number of students (3%; 5%;
4%) who answered Questions 4, 6 and 10: "With action on
the part of the characters® is accented in significance by
the greater number of students (27%; 13%; 19%) who answered:
"With words in the dialogue." It is self evident, of course,
since Christianity is a way of life, that mose students (70%;
82%; 77%) felt that they were sold on the theological con-
tent of an episode when both words in the dialogue and
action on the part of the characters were used to channel

to the viewer an interpretation of the Christian religion.
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That a verbal treatment of the subject 1s necessary some-
vhere in the development of the plot of the story is a
fundamental truth that cannot be avoided.

The ten episodes which present the strongest theolo-
gical message, according to the results of the question-
naires, are listed in Appendices B through K of this evalua-

tion. Nine episodes which present an adequate theological

message, but on which there is less uniform agreement among

the students who filled out the questionnaires, have peen

studied more thoroughly in Chapters III through XI. The

remaining six episodes, according to the questionnaire re-

sults, are least satisfying when it comes to theological |

content. They are listed in Appendices L through Q. *
What subjects seemed best for illustrating the tenets

and expressions of the Christian faith? From Appendices

B through K and Chapters III through XI come the following:

1. The problem of an unforgiving spirit.
2. Disappointment and its effect on faith.
3. HMarriage relationships.
ko Death and the world to come.
5« Thanksgiving.
6. Guilt complex.
7. Prayer.
8. Worry.
9. Honesty -- the higher law of love.
ig. Race relations.

«» Otewardship.
12, Materialisg ve. "First things first.”
13. Church membership.

It is interesting to note that the subjects of those
episodes which are lacking, theolegical;y speaking, accord-

ing to the questionnaire results, are all taken from the area
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of Christian ethics and not doctrine. It would seem, then,
that this area presents the greatest problem and challenge
to the religious producer of television programs. From
Appendices L through O these subjects have been culled:

l. Resisting bribes.

2. Child training.

3. Family "togetherness."

4o Good neighborliness.

5. Combatting gossip.

6. Community service.

The listing of these subjects, from "guilt complex™ to
"race relations' t¢ "combatting gossip® also serves to show
the many facets of living touched upon by THIS IS THE LIFE.

This in itself is a hearty endorsement of the general over-
all value of this series of programs, produced by the ,
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. It is indeed a strikingly

successful and eminently courageous venture.




APPENDIX A

THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Theological students at Concordia Seminary were asked

to underline one answer to each of the following questions

with regard to the television episode which they had Just

viewed:

i.

2.

bo

5.

6.

Te

Is the situation (the problem that confronts
the personalities in this episode) adequately
identified for the viewer? Yes No

Ii yes, then how is this identification made?

a, With words in the dialogue. b. With action
on the part of the characters. ¢. With both
words and action.

Is the situation identified theologically? . In
other words, is the situation evaluated for the

viewer in terms of God's law and will for man?
Yes HNo

If yes, how is this identification made?

a, With words in the dialogue. b. With ac-
tion on the part of the characters. ¢. With
both words and action.

Is a response to the situation identified for
the viewer? Yes No

iIf yes, how is this identification made?

a, With words in the dialogue. b. With G
action on the part of the characters. ¢. t
both words and action.

In
Is the response identified theolo ically?
other wordg, is it clear to the v%ewegezgaz.the
response has been offered explicitly bagayse
it is suggested by God in His Word? 1Ie
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Is the psychological process which unites the
situation with the response logically traced by
dialogue and action for the viewer? Yes No

Is the psychological process vhich unites the
situation with the response identified in terms
of Christien motivation, so that the viewer
realizes that the impulse to action on the part
of a Christian comes from a heart moved by the
love of Christ, Who bought us to be His own?
Yes No

If yes, how is this identification made?

a. With words in the dialogue. b. With ac-
tion on the part of the characters. c¢. With
both words and action.




APPENDIX B
AS WE HAVE BEBN FORGIVEN:

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

The unforgiving spirit is all too prevalent through-
out the world today == not only among the unchurched
and unconverted but also, alas, among those who pro-
fess a faith in Christ the Savior. The purpose of
this episode is to exemplify the grace of Christian
forgiveness. While the story makes definite refer-
ence to forgiveness on the vertical level (from God
to man) it stresses chiefly the necessity of for-~
giveness on the horizontal level (from man to man).
The story shows how a Christian family (the Fischers)
in a period of weakness fails to exercise the grace
of merey and forgiveness. At a climactic moment the
Fischers hear a sermon on the theme: "Let us forgive
as we have been forgiven.® Having been reminded of
the infinite love of God who, for the sake of the
Savior, has forgiven all our iniquities, the Fischers
repent of the unforgiving attitude and bring forth
fruit meet for their repentance. They forgive their
erring brother-in-law and welcome him into the inti-
mate fellowship of their family circle.

LeThis is the Life," Episode IV, Lutheran Television
Producnion, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood, California
(mimeographed ms).
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questionnaire Results on Lpisode IV:

1.

2o

3

bo

Se

6o

Te

8.

9.

10.

Yea 51
No 1
Qo %
be

c. L6
Yes 51
No 1
PPN
be 1l
- O ;|
Yes 52
No

e 3
be L
Co L5
Yes 51
Ko G
Yes 48
No 3
Yes 50
No 2
as 8
be 2




APPENDIX €
THE FLICKERING Frawt

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

This episode deals chiefly with the problem of
disappointment and disillusionment in the life
of the Christian. How can a God who is a God
of love and merey perimlt calamity to enter into
the lives of those who believe and trust in Hin.

In this story calamity enters the life of a
pillar of the Hiddleburg congregation, the
church®s organist. His only son, for whom he
had high hopes, is killed in an airplane acci-~
dent, For a period of weeks our organist seems
to have lost his faith in God and God's providing
care. In fact, we see him approach the brink of
abgolute despair.

A8 the svory reaches its high point, our organist
is brought baek to his faith in the scriptural
assurance that "all things work together for good
to them that love God." It is true, he cannot
understand the reason for his heart-piercing
bereavement., but he is willing to leave the reason
in God's hands., In this story we have a modern
counterpart to the problem posed in the book of
Job: the eternal "Why?® of human suffering.

lothis is the Life,” Episode XI, Lutheran Televi=
ipisode ’

sion Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood,

California (mimeographed ms).
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Questionnaire iesults on Episode XI:

b

2,

3

be

Se

Sa

7e

8.

e

10.

Yes
No

Qe
be
Ce

Yes
No

8o
be
Ce

Yes
No

ae
Do
Co

Yes
No

Yes
Ne

Yes
o

ase
b,
Ce

40
0

W
N

Yo o6

&=
oo

W W

(o)
FNH




APPENDIX D

AS FOR ME AND MY HOuSgd

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committee: 3

The purpose of this story is to show that one of

the requigities of a happy marriage is a common
faith %n Christ the Sav’i)or. In t.%is episgde we

see a Christian girl being swept off her feet and
in a moment of high emotion being married to a

personable but unbelieving young man == by a just=
ice of the peace.

During the ensulng months the great cleavage between
the two in matters of religion becomes apparent.
The Christian girl is exceedingly unhappy over the
course of their married life., For this, as well

a§ for other reasons, there is a temporary separa-
tion.

At a climactic wmoment the young man happens into a
church as the pastor is performing a Christian
wedding ceremony. The pastor is speaking on the
text: TAs for ne and my house, we will serve the
Lord." He points out the supreme importance of a
common faith in Christ the Savior as the basis of
marital happiness. The young man is impressed. In
a closing scene we witness & reconciliation between
the two voung people and we hear from the lips of
the young man his determination to learn more about
the Savior and te share with the young wife the
blesaings of her faith in the Christian Gospel.

This episode is an effective presentation agalnst
the pitfalls of a mixed marriage.

lnThis is the Life," BEpisode XX, Lutheran Televi-
sion Production, Producéd by: Family Films, Hollywood,

California (mimeographed ms)e.



R

106

Questionnaire Results on Episode XX;

1.

2.

3e

ko

e

7o

9

10.

Yes
Ho

Ao
D
Co

Yes
No

as
be
G

Yes
No

ae
be
Ce

Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes
No

3

b3
0

1
1
41

k2
&

A
0

38

43
0

3
1
4l

bl
2

41
1

k2
4

- 20N




APPENDIX B

PORTALS OF Joyd

Spiritual Conteat as published by the Television Committee:

This episcde deals with the Christian's assuran
of sverlasting life through faith in Christ. J:;o
Brown, an orphan, lives alone with her invalid
grandfather, William Brown. She is his sole

support, as well as his pride and joy, Their
a geaut:iful friendship. But the dg.yycomes wh:n“

her young suitor, Walter Lange, proposes marriage.

Jane hesitates to accept his proposal, knowing how
it might affect her grandfather. Finally her heart
wins out and she accepts. Hurrying to her grand-
fathert's bedrcom to bresk the news, she finds that
he has died in his sleep.

The thought of a wedding soon after the death of
her loved one is unthinkable to her. A few days
later, Carl ¥ischer reads the will of her departed
grandfather in which he makes a beautiful confes-
sion of his faith in the Savior and his assurance
of sternal life. In his will he asks that there
be no tears, no mourning, no interruption of the
normal flow of iife.

Encouraged by her Grandfather's beautiful confes-
sion, Jane proceeds with the plans for her marriage.

luThis is the life," Episode XKI, Lutheran Television
Production, Froduced by: ~Family Films, Hollywocd, Califor=-
nia (mimeographed ms).
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Questionnaire Results on Episode XXI;
1 Yea 39
No 0 |
29 e 6 g %
b. 2
Ce 3
3¢ Yes 38
Yo 1l
I 3 1
b 0
Ce 28
5 Yes 39
No 0 _
6.  a. L |
b. 1
o 34
7. Yes 36
No 1
8. Yes 39
No 0
9, Yes 38
Ho 0
10. a. 7
be

B

Ce
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APPENDIX F
GLVING THANKS ALwaysl

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Comittees

Thig is the Thanksglving episcde. While the episode
ie set in the framework of the Fischer family and
their preparations for the holiday, the climax of
the episode is the Thanksgiviag service at the
Middleburg church.

In his Thanksgiving sermon, based on Ephesian -
Pagtor lartin develops the thought thag anyon: 3;13;9 A%
has experienced the love of God in Christ Jesus will
be thankful for all his spiritual and material bless-
ings. He takes this opportunity to remind his congre-
getion of the unspeakable blessing which God has
given us through our salvatien in Christ and of our
assurance of eternsl life in heaven. Having received
this greater gift, we shall receive also every mater-
jal gift in an attitude of gravitude and perpetual
thanksgiving.

——

lnqpis is the iife," Episode XXIII, lutheran Televiaion
Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood, Califore
nia (mimeographed ms).
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Questionnaire Hesults on HEplsode AXII1:

1, Yes 3
o 1
23 A 3
b 2
c’ 29
Je Yes 33
No 2
hs A 3
b 0
. 28
5. Yes 34
No X
He 8o 5
be 1
Ce 28
7. Yes 33 :
No 1 {
8, Yes 35
No 0
9« Tes 35
No 0
10. Qe 3
b. l
& 3



APPENDIX G

THE TRUE GUILT OF RIGHARD Lupwrok

spj,r:l.t.ual Gontent as published by she Television Comnittee:

This eplsade deals with the problem of Sataeatl
guilt and ibs only solution through faith in the
atonement of the Savior.

Richard Ludwig, a sclence teacher at ®
purg High School, has carried with hi;h:. }p(tg:t;al
guilt for & nwmnber of years. He iz heunted by a
misdeed in his earlier life which he has never re-
vealed Lo anyone. As a rasult of this gnawing
sense of guilt, nis entire personality has been
disintegrating more and Nore every passing day.

His daughter Huth, sericusly concerned about his
condition, confides her concern to Emily Fischer.
Through the Fischer family Pastor Martin is brought
into contact with Mr, ludwig. In an intimate and
moving scene Pastor Martin speaks to kr. ludwig

not only concerning his sin but algo concerning )
his Savior from sin. In this gcene the American
pubiic will hear the Christian answer to the pro-
olem of guilb.

lerhis is the Life," Lpisode XAIV, Lutheran Television
Production, produced by: Fawily Filas, Hollywood, Califor-
nia (mimecgraphed ms).
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stionnaire Results on Episode XXIV:
ue

i. Yes 42
No 0
26 Qe [‘_
b 2
e 36
3. Tes 41
No 1l
e as 15
b. 1
e. 25
5. Yes 40
No 2
5. 8o 13
b, 1
Ce 25
- 7. Yes 4O
No 2
o Yes 41
No 1
9. Yes 38
No L
0. a. 12
b. 2

8. 23
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§ Questionnaire Resulis on Episode

1.

2

3.

be

Se

6.

,70

8.

e

10.

112

Yes
No

e
be
Coe
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No

8.
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Yes
No

8o
De
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Yes
No

LXIV:
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36
4l
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13
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APPENDIX H

THE GREATER PARDONY

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

S

This episode, too, deals with the problem of human
built and divine forgiveness. The problem is identi=-

cal to that in Episode XXIV but the dramatic treat-
ment 1s entirely different.

Sharon Bauers, a young woman of approximately 30, is
very unkind to her father-in-law, Gus Bauers, who
lives with her and his son, When her treatment of

him becomes unbearable, Gus finally leaves, not tell-
ing anyone wherxre he is going.

The old man, having been injured in a traffic acci-
c}gnthbecomes the victim of amnesia., His family is
na

y swamoned te Chicago where they find him in
a hospital. There follow months of remorse, during
which Sharon is overcome by a crushing sense of
guilt and by her inability to "get through" to her
father-in-law to assure him of her sincere regret.

Ultimately Sharon comes close to a state of nervous
collapse,

At a climectic moment, she confides her inmost feel-
ings to Anna Fischer. Anna tells her, simply but
eloquently, of the love of God who has assured her
of forgiveness through faith in Christ the Savior.
In Anna's simple witness the American public will

hear the Christian answer to the problem of human
guilt,

- Production, Produced by: Family Filus, Hollywood, Califor-
(mimeographed ms).
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le Yes 132
No 30
Zs &, b
be 1
S v 27
3. Yes 29
No 3
l‘l-o 8. 9
b, 0
Ce 20
5. Yes 30
No 2
SO 3
be 1
Ce 26
7. Yes 29
No 3
8. Yes 32
No 0
9. Yes 31
No X
3104 v, 6
be 1
Coe 2"




APPENDIX I
THE PRAYER OF HARRIET RICHARDSL

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committes:

This episode deals with the doctrine of Christian
prayer =-- particularly, the submission of the
Chrigtian®s will to that of a loving Father in

Heaven,

Un the week before her contemplated wedding,
Harriet Richards, Emily Fischer's cousin, is
seriously injured in an automobile crash. She

is confined to a hospital for a periocd of eight

to ten weeks. During these weeks we see her faith
alternately burning bright and flickering low.

in fact, she lives through moments of dark and
deep depression. She is visited both by Emily
Fischer and by Pastor Martin each of whom reminds
her of the privilege of Christian prayer.

There comes a moment during her eighth week in

the hospital in which her faith has reached its
lowest ebb., It is at this moment that Pastor

Martin reminds her eloquently of the love of

her Heavenly Father, of the redemption which was
wrought by Jesus her Savior, and of the prayer which
he himself once prayed. "Thy will be done." Harriet
Richards is greatly strengthened by the Pastor's
reassuring words, and as the story closes she is
given opportunity to see tangible proof of the fact
that the Heavenly Father did have reasons for lead-
ing her through this pain experience. She agrees,
®God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to per-

form.”

lupnis is the Life,™ Episode XXX, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced by: <Family Films, Hollywood, Califor-

nia (mimeographed ms).
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Questionnaire Results on Bpisode XAX:
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APPENDIX J
FORGOTTEN FAITHL

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

This episode is a dramatization of the truth in

ghe}shory of Christ's stilling the storm. Matt,
:2 -270

Carl Fischer is seriously disturbed and greatly
worried about his business at the drugstore. He

is so disturbed that the family notices a sudden
change in his usual cheerful attitude. He cannot
8leep at night, and during the day he gives the
impression of a man who is carrying all the problems
of the world on his shoulders.

Both Mrs. Fischer and Grandpa Fischer are troubled
by the sudden change in Carl, On a certain evenin§
at the dinner teble Carl reads the story of Christ's
stilling of the storm, but he reads it perfunctorily
and without too muchk thought. Later that evening
Grandpa agks Garl if he had paid any attentlon to
what he had read; and then in his own way Grandl};a
speaks to Carl about the Savior who is bigger than
all the storm of life and who will find a way to

see us through our affliction.

lrThie is the Life," Episode XXAI, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced byz’ Family Films, Hollywood, Califor
nia (mimeographed ms).
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APPENDIX K
BUILDING TH& BETTER LIFEL

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

This episede is a dramatization of a number of
rezsgons for "going te church.”

Al Mason, an expert cabinet maker, is a careless
and indi%ferent nan in matters of religion. He
attends no church and feels none the worse for
his non-attendance.

Through Carl Fischer, Mr. Mason is given the job
of making a new lectern for the church and doing
gome minor woodwork in the changel. While working
in the church, Mr. Mason becomes acquainted with
Pastor Martin and has an excellent opportunity to
observe Pastor Martin at work. (Pastor Martint's
office adjoins the church)

On the evening before the le¢tern is completed,
Carl Fischer visits Al Mason in his workshope.

Al Mason tells Carl that he has found this
assignment a real challenge. In the intimacy

of the Mason workshop the two men engage in a
heart to heart discussion of just why Carl Fischer
goes to churche.

On the following Sunday Mr. Mason goes to church
for the first time "to find out how the folks like
the lectern."” But he finds out much more. In
Pastor Martin's sermon he finds the way of salva=-
tion for him and his family.

laghis is the Life," Episode XXXIV, ILutheran Television

Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood, Califor-

nia (mimeographed ms).
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APPENDIX L
THE SHIELD OF FAITHY

Spiritual Content as published by the TelevISibn Committes:

Why go vo church? Why insist that our children
cultivate regular church-going habits? What good
is a Christian faith in the life of the adoles-
cent? Thie story gives a dramatic answer to these
questions by showing how a Christian faith helped
one boy to regist temptation and how the lack of
a Ghristian faith caused another boy to yield to
the same temptation.

As the story develops we see how the faith of 18-
year-cld Peter Fischer is an "armor™ against the
temptations of life. (Eph. 6:13) His early train-
ing, his regular attendance at church and Sunday
Sc¢hool, his deep Christian faith, all combine to
give him the necessary armor against a great
temptation which comes his way =-- the temptation
to accept a bribe and to "let down™ in his efforts
to win an important high school basketball game.
The boy who did not receive a Christian training
does yield to this temptation and finally comes to
grief.

Does it really pay to attend Sunday School, Bible
class, and chzrghg The answer given by this epi-
sode should make a deep impression upon the hearts
of all parents who have neglected %o cultivate the
spiritusl life of their children.

1"This is the Life," Episode XII, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced by; Family Films, Hollywood, Califor-
nia (mimeographed ma).
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Questionnaire Results on Episode XII:
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APPENDIX M
AS THE TWIG IS BENT®

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

In this episode we see sharp contrast between two
attitudes toward parental responsibility. Mr.
Stone, the indifferent father, insists that he
does not want the minds of his children to be
clutbered with all sorts of inhibitions and
religlious bugaboos. He wants his children to

be "eclear-eyed, resolute; and unafraid.” He does
not want his children to be prejudiced by "man
nade ideas about religion.” :

Grandpa Fischer, on the other hand, tells Mr. Stone
that God expects us not merely to feed and clothe
the bodies of our children but that he expects us
also to nourish their souls. In fact, says Grand-
pa to Mr. Stone, "Some day we are going to have to
give an account to God for the way we have trained
our children."

The story depicts a continued conflict betwsen
these two contrasting attitudes. In the closing
scene Mr, Stone agrees that "as the twig is bent
80 the three inclines,"™ and he determines, even
at this late date, to give his children the bene-
fit of a Christian training.

lnhis is the Life," Episode XIII, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced-by: Family Films, Hollywood, Califor-

nia (mimeographed ms).
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Questionnaire Hesults on Episode XIII:
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APPENDIX N
THE SOLITARY EMBERY

dpiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

This is a story of family "togetherness."™ Eighteen=
year-old Peter Fischer lives through a brief per-
lod during which he begins to gravitate away from
the center of the family circle and begins to
assoclate with company not entirely to his parents?
iiking.

At a strategic moment, Grandpa Fischer has a heart-
to-heart talk with the boy, in which he tells us
that God has placed us into a Christian family so
that by our mutual encouragement, guidance and
correction we might keep each other in the paths

of faith and righteousness.

Grandpa points to a separated ember in the fire

in the family barbecue pit. As the separated em-
ber begins to lose its glow and its warmth, so the
separated member of the family is in danger of los-
ing those spiritual values which are preserved by
the family circle.

Lophie is the Life," Episode XVIII, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced by; Family Films, Hollywood, Califor-

nia (mimeographed ms).




126

GQuestionnaire Results on Episode XVIII:
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APPENDIX 0
"DO UNTO OTHERS®E

wpiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

This episode dramatizes Christian love in action.
While the Fischer family is making plans for a vaca-
tion at Yellowstone Park, they become aware of the
desperate plight of one of their neighbors. Mr.
Larson 1is out of work and #rs. Larson, who is ex-
pecting a baby, is seriously ill.

For a number of days the Fischer family "takes over™
at the Larson household, Mrs. Fischer taking the
lead. A few days before the scheduled vacation of
the Fischer family, the question comes up: What
about the Larsons? They are in need not only of
financial assistance but also of personal encourage=-
ment and help.

After a family discussion, the Fischer family de-
cides to forego their vacation. Owing to a number
of unexpected developments, however, the Fischers
find it possible to follow through on their original
vacation plang -- although they can go Monly half
as far? and "for only half the time.® The point

of the story lies in the fact that the Fischers

vere willing to forego their personal pleasure had
this become necessary.

lnpnis is the Life," Episode XXVII, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced byg Family Films, Hollywood, Califor-

nia (mimeographed ms).
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Questionnaire Results on Episode XXVII:
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APPENDIX P
THINK NO EVILY

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

This story is a dramatization of the positive re-
quirements of the eighth commandment, particularly
the injunction to "put the best construction on
everything.® Harriet Richards, a niece of Carl
and Anna Fischer, a fins Christian girl, is the
secretary of Mr., Steele in the Middleburg Plastic
Factory. Mr. Steele, a fine, respectable citizen,
is happily married.

lirs. Clark, a neighbor of the Fischers, sees Mr,
Steele bring Harriet home from work at a late
hour. She begiuns to put the worst construction
on everything. ©She starts a rumor which soon gets
out of control. So widespread and so vicious does
the rumor become that Mrs. Steele finally believes
the rumor. Utterly crushed, Harriet resigns her
position as secretary to lir. Steele.

During the final moments of the episode Mrs, Glark
ia confronted by Mrs. Fischer who points out to her
the dreadful consequence of uncharitable thinking
and uncharitable gossip. The episode concludes

with Pastor Martin giving the audience the Christian
motivation for "putting the best comstruction on
everything." f

lothis is the Life,” Episode XXVIIL, Lutheran Television
Production, Produced by: Family Films, Hollywood, California
(mimeographed ms).
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AFPENDIX Q
MEN OF GOOD WILLY

Spiritual Content as published by the Television Committee:

This episode dramatizes the influence of a consis-
tent Christian upon the people of his community.
It is a practical demonstration of a Christian
trying to be a light, a e=8lt, and a leaven.

There is a strike at the Middleburg Plastic Factory.
The strike continues for weeks, resulting in hard-
ships and hunger. Ultimately the strike flares up
into violence. Carl Fischer, a member of the Middle-
burg Chamber of Commerce, suggests that the Chamber
appoint a committee ~~ not to settle the differencs
between the atrikers and employees, but to establish
au atmosphere of good will which will make it
possible for boih sides to discuss their difference
calmly and objectively.

The Chamber of Commerce appoints a commitiee and,
to Larlts surprise, makes him chairman of the com-
mittee, QCarl iz somewhat at a loss. He goes to
Pastor Martin who tells him that the church, as a
church, can take no sides in the purely technical
aspects of such a dispute, He tells Carl, however,
that he as an individual Christian has a duty to
let his light shine and to do all in his power to
bring about an atmosphere of good will between the
disputing parties,

) ] a meeting of representatives of the two
E?gipgaé%g appeals %o thempto meet each other in

a spirit of honesty, fairmess and mutual good will.
‘He succeeds in accomplishing his purpose. In the
concluding frame Grandpa Fischer tglls ;hg audience
that ever since that day Carl has been doing a
better job of "letting his light shine® and "gpread-
ing his salt" by participating in community activi-

ties,

1 - . Lutheran Television
"This is the Life," Episode LTy o ol0d, “Cali for-

Production, Produced by: Family
nia (mimeographed ms).
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