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A very fine discussion of "lioral Inability™ has been
based on the situaticn described in Joshua 24:19. Joshua
plends with his people to turn from the idolatrous practices
whieh they Lad been pursuing for God had manifested much good-
ness unto them., This goodness was shoian in the victories of
Israel over their enemies. Joshua reminds them that in their
present state, having forsaken Jehovah and turned to strange
gods, "Ye cannot serve the Lord: for he is an holy God and
he is a jealous God." The following remarks are a good appli-
cation of this story to Christian livin;: tcday.

God's word knows us better than we know ourselves. God's

oxniscience sees each part of our being as an anatomist-

sees the various portions of the body, and He there-
foreknows our moral and spiritual nature most thoroughly.

e « Unrenevied ren cannot serve God. It is not in their

nature, but in their fallen nature; not of God, but of

sine. « « This truth will drive men to despair which is
most desirabvle and salutsry because it discourages men
from an impossible tusk. . « It discourages from every

other wey of selr-salm-‘tioﬂ, and thus shuts men up to 12

faith in the Lord Jesus. “othing better can befall them.

, The stories of the 0ld Testament present very life-like
situations. Their char=z=cters are presented to us in their na=-
tural walks of life. They present scenes that are common
to our own ways of living such as marriages, burials, births,
business tresnsactions, and other situations that arise when
people live in & cormundty and have social intercourse. These
stories have often bcen used =3 the basis for certain prinei-
ples and rules governing parallel situations in our owa lives.
Although the principles established might be perfectly sound,

they cannot possibly be drawn from the text chosen because of

12. -I_!J_!_-g_o. Pe 31.)
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some unusual circumstances surrounding it or because of the
peculisr customs of the dey thet placed the event in a dif-
ferent light when compared with a similar event in our own
lives. :

In Genesis 24, 50 - 60, we have a recard of the scene
that took place when Rebekah consented to go with the gser-
vant of Abraham to becore Isaac's wife. Using this as =
text a number of eonclusions were drawn which were applied
as rules for a proper marrisge of Christian people today.

When she declared her willingnes= to0 have Isaac for
her Lusband, she had enteréd the holy estate of matri-
rony in the sight of God; she was married to Isaac. .

« From these words of our text two things are manifest.
In the first place it is manifest that Rebekah did not
betroth herself to Issac without the consent of Ler
parents. . « In the second place we learn fron our text
thaet Rebeksh was not compelled to betroth herself to
Isaace, for her people asked her: ™Wilt thou go with
this man?" end she said, "I will go."™ She voluntarily
consented to enter the estate of holy matrizony with
Isaac. « « Secret marrisges or secret engagements,
thet is,. an engagement or a rarriage without the know-
ledze of the parents, are null and void before God.
Children must not betroth themselves or get married
without the knowledge &nd consent of their parents.

If they do, they grievously sin, -- not only against
their parents, but also ageinst God. They have trans- 3
gressed the sixth co:imandment in the eyes of the Lord.l

It is not the purpose of this paper to discuss the vali-
dity of these pflnciples. It is, however, not possible to
draw these conclusions from the situation in our text. The
circunstances under which people became betrothed in the
014 Testament era aéa mueh different than those of today. The
question of voluntary or involuntary consent or of seoret en-

gagements and marriages is not at all involved in tkis story.

135, Eartenberger, op. cit., ppr. 85 - 86.
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The polnt of the whole story lies in the 56th verse where the
messenger says, "Hinder me not, sceing the Lord hath pros-—
pered rmy wey." It was a question of conforming or not con-
forming to the will of God which wes menifest to all the
parties concerned.

The story of Elijeh and the poor widow has besen sug-
gested as an 1llustration of how Christian people ought to
supcort those among us who are leboring for some noble cause
such és the ministry, cere of the sick, the relieving of
suffering among the poor, championing the rights of the un-
der privileged, teaching the youth of the community ian the
ways of good ecitizenship, and so forth. 1 Kings 17, 13 tells
us that Elijah came to this woman eand said, "Fear not, nake
me therefore a little ceke first."™ Although the woman hed
only enough meal and oil for a very meager meal for herself
end her son, she ylclded to the persussion of Elijah and ser-
ved him a meal. Because of this noble gesture a prescher has .
called forth this plea:

Join with me, then, my friends, in the noble resolve

suggested by bthis text. TLet it be with us, that no

sacrifice 3hall be counted too great for us to make

in order to keep alive in our day those great souls of

vision and courage, especially those found among the

jrouth of our homes and communities. Let us give sympathy,
cooperation and guidance to them like E1ijah giving to

Elisha, like Ell nurturing young Semuel into his God-

given work., With them we will gladly share our last

morsel of time, energy, or spiritual knowledge that they
may have their day of worshlp, and work to crush the

Ahabs and Jezebels out of ouwr souls, to stand true to

every good work, to waske sescrifices to keep alive the
prophets within us. 14

l14. Arthur lee Cdell, in Preachers and Preaching in De-

troit.
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Although the csuse for whioh the preacher pleads is
most worthy, the widow is not an example of such a worthy
and noble at;itude. Iiere is the example of asbsclutes faith
in the goodness and faithfulness of God. She trusted the
word of the prophet and sacted on the basis of good faith.
3he was not motivéted by any deszire t0 support the prophet be-
cause he was a messenger of God and hecause of his noble work
which is the motive suggested by the preacher in the selection
gbove.

Another preacher has used this'sfory to better advan-
tage in discussing the ways used by God to spur his people
to positive amction. The fact that the breook dried up caused
the prophet to withdraw from h;s rlace of hiding and to go
out into the world sbout him whers he saw the.sufferiﬁg that
other people were enduring. This is well steted in the fol-
lowing selection:

There is so much so-called faith demanding a full streaz.
There 1s a challenge to the man who has to stand on

the edge of a dry brook. It is my purpose now to hunt
out a few scecific lessons here to witness and advance
at once from the brook that fails to a meal barrel
that has no waste. It was God's purpose, then, and EZe
proposes no less now for every one of us, that a hidden
servant was wrong. Faith in God is not a condition to
be hidden in soume secret cenyon as & personal security
policy. It is rather an endow:zent to carry into the
nidst of life to sustain need with. The great ministry
of religion is not to endow indolence with divine secur-
ity. If this were the case, every canyon would be occu—
pied. Indulgent Elijahs would be stretched beside every
avallable stream.

Religlon has always suffered at this point. God Las
been compelled to dry up many @ brook to save ilis
people, Elijah beceme self-centered while the brook
ran full, Ie sent no invitations to famishing folks to
come and drink at his good brook. e would have for-
gotten other folks absolutely, had the brook ran on.
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VWhen he got in trouble, then he thouzht of others. "Ny
brock is dry?" I wonder if he had been eagor to share
his brook witk others, would it have failed? That is
the exect point of my coEgrastinq interest in the un=-
wasting meal and barrel.

An 0ld Testament story that serves well as en illustra=-
tion of sevinz faith we might chcose the story of Naaman who
canme to Elishs in search of relief from the leprosy whkich no
one else could heal. At first the solution to his problem
seemned nueh too simple, even disagrceable, to accept; but
finally he was persusded to heed the prophet's advice and he
was cured of hiis malady. The following are valid applica-
tions of this text.

As we behold this men, who had everyiting that money
could buy, yet was overtaken by suek horror, we ought

to re=lize keenly that position, wezlth, acelain,

cannot give us a secure life. « o It is remarkable that
this Syrian gencral was not defeated by: the dread dis-
ease, just as great Christian heroes nave often con=-
quered sorrow. . « ioen Naamen arrived at the Prophet's
house, he was sorely disappointed. Elisha remained
inside and merely sent a messenger to the mighty Syrian
general. . « e liad nct 2 :aconed one of the Tirst lessons
of the Lord's truth, namely, that the Almighty is no :
respedter of persons. . . Naaman was incensed becguse in
the false Syrilan religion he had been taught to believe
it necessary for some intermediary or priest to intro=-
duce him to the Lord and intercedc espa=cially for him. .
o The warrior had not discovered, as meny of you do not
know, how simple and stralghtforward the Christlan faith
is. You yoursclf can personally approach God through
JesusSe « « 7When Naaman changed from doubt to dovotlon,
when trust took the place of his hot passicas - and

this happens when you are born again in Jesus ggrist -
see how gloriously the Lord showed His powerl®

The story of Jacob snd Esau are mozt familiar to people
as examples of things that Christian people' ought not do.

15, lMerton S. Rice, in Preachers snd Preachéng in Detroit.
1l6. Walter A. Maier, America, Turn to Christ, pp. 230-238.
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There 1s an example in their lives that shows a very fine
Christian virture, that of contentsent. When Jacob and Esau
met after thelr separation because of strained relations he-
tween them, both brought zifts intended to placate the feel-
ings of the other. Neither of them were willing to accept
the gift because both felt thet they had no need of it.
They both declared, "I have enough,™ (Genesis 33, 5,.11)
Spurgeon presents both characters es examples of the proper
Christian attitude when one considers his earthly and spiritual
blessings. They are enough for us all. For them we shculd he
thankful. With them we should be content.t’

Special services and certein regular services that ap-
pear on the preacher's calendar annually such as New Ybar;
Christuas, Egster, church dedicetions, anniversaries, and
installations demand sermons that conforin someliow to the gen-
eral themne of the occasion. It often becomes quite a pro-
blem to find e new or fresh approach %o these themes which
have been used so0 many times., In an effort to £find new texts
to fit the occasion they resort to choosing phrases and pas—
sages thut in themselves seem to express an idea appropriate
to the occasion. Regordless of the fact thoet sometimes these
texts actuaily express a sentiment completely foreign to their
purnoses, they are chosen as the basis for their sermons.

A preacher has chosen CGenesis 41, 9 as a text for his New Year's
Day address. It reads, "Then spake the chie? butler unto

Pharach, I Go remember ry faults this day."

17. D. O, Fuller, op. cit., p. 18.
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If we look baok to the old yeer, we shall find thet we

often have slnned, for wo frequently lhave @cne that whiech

Cod has forbidden aniahava neglected to do that which

vie should have dones

It is indeed to the credit of the butler that ke at lest
rezesbered his obligstions to Joseph whom he hed left lying
in prison ell these dars. 7The lesson that we can learn from
him 1o thet we should not forget to keep our rromises. It
1s not possible %o conclude from tiisz text thet we should
look over owr past lives intesding to donfess our sins and
Lo remind curselvens of the Lord’s mercies, The butler hardly
mede a2 confession of any 2ias. Ee was not a Christien and
Lis renaerk was not inteénded ag eny atotexent of husilietion
and repentancc. A preacher would do wuck better in oizooslns
another text for oncouraging his people to thls end,

3 Chron, 80, 2l - 23, has been well used a3 = toxt for a
Thanksgiving sermons. The Children .f Israel were in the midst
of & desperate war agalnst the Anmonites, licabites, and Selrites.
The king Jelioshaphat prayed the Lord for viciory and before he
led kis people into tattle. ' Me eacoursged his entire arzy to
. praise Geod beczuse of the mercies Fe hed slready shown then,
With thils as thelir hope, they entered the battle and won the
vietory over tielr foes.

I need hardly draw the parcllel for you in this our

second wartime Thanksgiving, wmhen we £ind ouraelves in

the midst of s strugegle wkich, despite rocent suce -
cesses, can tex our resources and in the months ahead
demand more lives than during the two years of blood=-
shed behind us. In this erisia, let us, ilkewise, not -
place our relisnce only on men, our hope only in armies,
navies, and alroraft! . o Cod, who has lost none of

Hls divine powor since the days of Jehoskaphat, can, If

Ha will, ond this struggle before rmany tens or hundreds
ut theusands of husan J..l-vpn_ h_ave been loast in tie de=

18, Hartenberger, upe Cit«, Pe 49,
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cisive battles which seen to be epprozching. Bubt we can

have no hope that the Almighty will thus miraculously

help ps unless America turn o Eim in grateful recogni-
tion.1% :

The appropriateness of this sermon liss in the similarity
qf the situations found in the text and that of the world
to whieh the serron was preached. In both situations the
reasons for thankfulness seemed to be very fe: in number, but
the urgency for the proper sttitude was very grest.

It 1s the duty of every pastor to commend virtue, to
encourage bthe faithkful in their efforts to live the life of
neu-born crectures. The Lord Himself does not hesitate to
comnuend the woman of Samaria for her faith, It is strangs,
rhonever, to note the peculiar characters and passazes of
Seripture that men will choose to promote these ends.

In 2 Xings 6, 30, we have the statensnt that a certain
king, upon hearing the sad story of z woman who was forced to
eat her own child %0 prevent starvation, went out upon the
wall "and the people looked, and, beshold, ke had sackeloth
within ﬁpon Lis flesh.," This sackclotk was to indicrnte tke
suffering thet was going on within his soul beeause he was
sorrowing over the needs of hLis peojle. This same king im-
mediately’ordered the heéad of Elisha cut off. Ead not Eli-
sha becn able to0 deteet his evil motives and prepare for his
safety, he would have lo3t his'lifa, Yet a preacher hes cho-
sen this character as an example of psople whko are béa:ins a

cross in greet patience w@i;e1the rest of tike world looks upon

19. Walter A. Liaier. Op. .9'-1_.. Pe 209 = 264,
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them as living in great harpiness and contentment.

There 1s another company of whonm I wish to speak. I&

iz the company of those who are breave with a finer

courage; the indomitable souls who are unecrowned, un=—
honored, and nnsung; they treaé the winepress eslone.

Their path lies within the shadow. They walk a soli=-

tary wey. Theirs is the finer courage for itis sll un-

seen. It is finer and higher, harder and holier. As
they psce the city streets, the world sees the royal
robe and accounts them the favorites of heaven. It
would he astounded to discuveraahst tiere was sack-
cloth within upon their flesh.

The Ark of the coven=nt and its various appointzents )
wers very carefully made according to instruetions received
from God., In Exodus 25, 40, the Lord tells lioses, ™"And
look that thou make them after their pattern, which was
shewed thee in the mount."™ A certain prencher has entitled
a sermon, "Vision and Life," and based 1% upon t.is text.

In this sermon he attermpts to show thet ifoses had ar intense
conscionsness of God and the suprere reality, which wes for
him the unseen world. ¥For this Moses sought final authofity
and truth which he found in the mount. +his hesvenly vi-
sion, this esuthority and final stutement of truth that Moses
received from God, was his guide in leeding men to Him, Ilen
of todey nust look tec the cross as s source of this vision.
This vision of truth, tiis pattern which lMoses received on
the mount, is "not only the standard by which a man juiges
himself. It 1s the standard by which God judges us."2l 411 of
these conclusions were based upon the instructions that God

had giveh'mbses for the building of ttie aprointzents in the

2Ge. Augustine Jones, in Prize Sermons, by E.A. MedAlpin,n.78.
2l. J. R, Peacock, in Prize Sermons, pre. 281 - 2€0.
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Ark of the Covenant. That was not the purpose of the text.
The story of Iannah in 1 Samuel 1 has often been used
as an example of a noble Christian woman. The following is
an illustration of how it has been used very appropriately
as an encouragerent to Chriustien mothers.

Every American mother should follow Hannah and_rely

on the Almighty. Not in feminis:., modernism, “Yomaunism,
which destroy t!e interdependence of husband and wife,
wesnken the ties binding a rother to home, husband, and
children; not in Jorldliness and wanton rejection of
God's Law, can the woien of this country find abiding
help and building poiier. With EZannah they muat ge

back to God, and that means back to Jesus. . . Hennah
also shows us how motherhood is to arproach God., Year
after yeer she went to the Lord's Tabernacle at Shilohj
end whet that sanctuary was to lLier, the true clurches
of Christ are to us today. She lived a long distance
fron the Tabernacle; but spurning every suggestion of
worshiping at a near-by Canaanite shrine, she resgularly -
made the pilgrimage to God's house, ‘hat narvelous
blessing would comne to our country if all our womzen were
led by the ssme loyalty?: « « "For this child I prayed,
and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked

of Eim." She implied that the baby Samuel was a trust
imposed on her by the Lord %nd that nothing would make
her untrue to this charge.®

Our lest example is a serron based on Judges 13:8 which
records the story of the birth of Samson. Before tte child
is born, hig father llahoah prays, "Teach us what we shall do
unto the child that shall be born."™ A number of conclusions

have been based on this story.

We should also notice that the announcement proclaiming
the birth of Manoah's child was brought by the Angel i
of the Lord. God Eimself here regards the gift of a
child to devout parents as & blessing indeed, worthy of
an angelic rmessenger. . » anoah and his wife were dseply
concerned about their promised son. If only today all
Ameriesn parents could focus interest, love, attention
on their sons and daughters and recognize the value of

2. ‘alter A, I‘tfaier' ODn. citl’ DDe 39 - 44,
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a child? . . We should not lose sight of the fact that
by divine instruction lianoah's wife was told to rrepare
for her motherhood in a s»ecinl way. ©Ohe wa: told,
"Drink not wine nor strong drink3" Again, 1t will not
strike a popular note to repeat these words today, for
ours is an age that fairly drips with liquor; yet the
spiritual dsuage which intoxicants hz=ve done to woien is
trecendous, and the excess of_alcoholism often leave
their merks on the children.
The statements rade by this preescher are indeesd wonthy
of acceptation by all who read then, but they are not 21l
found in our text. The idea thet by sending an angel %od
indicated His attitude toward the blessings of rnotherhcod
is not a logical conclusion. God does indeed consider the
gift of a ehild as & blessing, but the reason for the sngel
in this particular instance was not that God considered the
birth of any child of such grert importance, bui because this
vwas a very speclal occasion. This child was one destined to
be a great man in the Xingdom of God. The Lord had set him
aside for a meat important task and therefore Ee took scecial
pains to see that he would be properly received by his parents.
Likewise the admonition to mothers to refrain froxm the use of
alcoholics does not follow from this text. The admonition to
the wife of lianoah was based on the fact that tuls child was
to be a Nazarite. This he could not be if his mother irdul-
ged in the use of wine during the time when the child was in
her wombe. Tﬁeretore, to say that this text is an adm nition
to all wonen to follow in the same footsteps is not in accord
;ith the text at all, though the statement in itself is very true.

The point that Americen parents ought to show love and

25. Ib’-d.. pp- 187 —- 170.




