
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

5-1-1946 

The Allegorical Method of Preaching on Narrative Texts The Allegorical Method of Preaching on Narrative Texts 

Martin W. Brauer 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_brauerm@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the Practical Theology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Brauer, Martin W., "The Allegorical Method of Preaching on Narrative Texts" (1946). Bachelor of Divinity. 
186. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/186 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 









b~ oertaln signs. 
oall upon Goc1?"8 

. 
Tho test 13 here, " 7111 ho ol waya 

The, qmstion. n:::ho 1-s on t he Lord's s·lde?" b .s- been 

usod to gooa a(lvantege also by t h i s pre· cl er. It le t elcen 

tron t he ucoount in !!!xodua 32, as. \?here ~.:oaes pu;-ges his 

tlook aft~r ~any bad derec~ed and olutod tbom elves with the 

sin ot 14olatry . To t he Iaraol 1 tes 1 t was s Q.l;)m,gnt 01• de• 

o1s1on and cnly t he t :"1bo of Levi deoideC, to sta:, on tl•e Lard's 

side. Ever:, preaoller. evoi.•y 01..1r16tian. uct :r.ake a cleoia1mi. 

'l~Jl e contliot in W'l 1ch t •hey find tbetUSelves :ls · e d ii1"1oui t 

... n , but if they af.oose to be on t ho, Lord's s1de1 t.hey have 

an sssu1"8noe at blessln. 'l'hoea wLo aoclde otherwise, or 

try to be neutrala \9111 l1ave to bow under a ourse.10 

'i.'he oh11dren ot Isra.e.1 prov14e us w1 th many obJ<-lct lea-

oono in Cbr1st'1an 11vil16• Very often t t.D 1r actlons are t ypl- • 
o 1 ,o'f the people ,lo our v,orld t .oc1ay and God's r eo.ctian. to 

their conduct oan give us a warning. Tho mur:sur1ns and oom­

pl n1n1ne ot t !Je Ch:llclren r8 Israe-1 eea1-nst their leaders and 

BBft iDSt God ere ,,,ell kno m t.o all .a~uQo.nts or t he Bible. 'Ia 

?tuabers 111 1 1 we ha,1e t be atatei.-1ent• "And when the people 

oo:.lpl .a1ne4. it 4lspleasecl tJze Lor4.0 It t or,~ c basis tor 

d1souss1ag t.he 41sset1st1e4 sp1rlt and t,c\1 it d1Gpleases tile 

LOr4, how l t. t;hlnks it woUl.4 .tS:nd pleasure 1n t.h1ngs de.nle4-1~, 

and bo.1 one m>l-.14 4o well 1,0 reoons14ar his lot 1n t he \10rl41 . 

roal1zlll8 that aotuallY all l1as b ·en very -all wi th hia.
11 
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A very f'ine disouss1on of "Uoral Iaab111ty11 has been 

based on the situation described in Joshua 24:19. Josh ua 

pleads with his people to turn from the iclolatrous pr actices 

whioll they had been pursuing :tor God had .manifested .much good­

ness unto them. This g c,odness was -sh a.1.n. in the victories of' 

Israel over tllelr enemies. loshua rel!linds them t hat in their 

present state, having forsaken Je:hoveh and turned to strange 

gods, "Ye cannot serve the Lord: for he is an JiolJ' God and 

he 1s a jealoos God." The f'ollowine re.mar ks are a good appli­

cation of this story to Christian livin~ today. 

God's word knows us better than vie knO\"l ourselves. Go41·s. 
o;nniscience sees eaqh part of our being as an anatamist · 
sees the various portions of t he 1,ody, and He there­
f'oreknovrs our ~oral a·nd spir1 tual nature !:lost thoroughly. 
• • Unrene\Yed .1;1f}n onnnot serve God. It is not 1n their 
nature, but in tl.1.eir fallen na1iure; not of God• ·but of . 
sin ••• This truth \"llll drive men t .o despair \fl:'.ioh is 
most desirable and ~alutary beca11Se it discourages mu 
from an impossible tttsk. • • It discourages f'ra.11 every 

;~;: ~ytg! ~:~-~:!!:!1<>a:t~t!gt::;t:a::11111
::f':ht:ham.12 

, The stories of' the Old Testa.merit present very li~e-like 

situations. Their chara cters ere presented to us in their na­

tural \'ia.lks of' life. They present· scenes that are co ·· on 

to our· own ways of' l iving such as .marriages, burials, births, 

business transactions, a.nd other situations that arise when 

people live 1n a oo;•:munlty and have social 1nt·ercourse. These 

stories have otten been used a s the basis tor certain prinoi- ' 

ples and rules governing parallel situations 1n our awn lives. 

Although the pri"noiples established .might be per~ectlJ' sowui. 

they- cannot possibly be ctrawn ~ro.m the teJCt chosen beoauae or 
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some unusual circumstances surrounding 1 t or beoaase or the 

pecul1'Jr customs or the day that placed the eve,i;t 1n a 411'­

:terent light ,,hen compared .,, 1th a similar event in our own 

lives .. 

In Genesis 24, 50 - 60, we have a reocrd -ot the scene 

that took plaoe ,,lJen Rebekah consented to go with the ser­

vant ot Abraham to become Isaac~s wife. Using this as a 

text' a number ot conclusions were drawn which were applied 

as rill.es :tor a proper marriage o:t Christian people today. 

When she declared ller w!llingnes~ to have -Isaac :tor 
her husband, she had entered the holy estate o:t matri­
mony in the sight o:t God; she was married to Isaac •• 
• Fram these words o:t our text two things are manifest. 
In t he first place it is .manifest tha t aebekah did not 
betroth herself to Isaac without the consent ot her 
parents ••• In the second place we learn :tram. our text 
tbaj; ~bekah 1,as not compelled to betroth herself to 
Isaac, :tor her people asked her: PWilt thou go with 
this .man?" and she a.aid, "I will go." She voluntar11:; 
consented to enter the estate. o~ hol.y .matr!:u.ony- ,:11th 
rsaac ••• Secret marria ges or secret engagements, 
that is, .•an engagement or a carriage ,dthout the know­
ledge or the parents. are null and vo1d before God. 
Children must not betroth themselves or get .married 
withoQ.t the kn0111ledge and consent o:t their parents. 
I:t they do., they gr1e-vous1y sin, - not only against 
their parents,. but also against God. They have tnna-13 e,ressed the sixth ·oollll!&Ddment in the eyes~ the Lord. 

. 
It 1s not the purp_ose o:t this paper to discuss the vali-

dity of these principles. it is, however, not possible to 

draw these oonolua1ons :trom the situation in our tut. ' The 

circamstanoes Wld'9Z' whioh people became betrothal 1n the 

Old Testu.ent era are much ditterent than t hose of today. ~• 

question or voluntary ar in~oluntary consent or at seoret en­

gagements am _marriages ·1a no'ti at all involved 1n this story • 

.. 
13. Hartenberger1 .22.• git •• PP• 83 - ea. 



The point of' the whole story lies in the 56th verse nhere the 

messenger says, ·n~inder me not, s ce1DB the Lord hath pros­

pered my wey." It ·~·,as a question of conforriling or not oon­

for.m~ng to the will of God which ·was .manifest to all the 

parties concerned. 

The story of Elijah and the poor widm, has been sug­

gested as an illustration of h ow Christian peop1e ought to 

support those among us t'lhO are l aboring for some noble oause ... 
such r1s the ministry , oere of the sick, the re•lieving of. 

suf'f' ering a.rc.ong the poo~., championing the rigb. ts of the un­

der privileged• tea ching the youth of' t he co.D1C1111,lty in the 

ways of good citizenship. and so forth. 1 Kings 17, 13 tells 

us t hat Elijah Ca!lle to t his wo.DJB.n and said, "Fear not, me.ke 

.me therefore a little ceke first." Although the woman had 

only enough meal and oil for a very meager .meal for hersell 

e nd .er son, · she yielded to 't;l1e persuasion of E1iJah and ser­

ved him a ireal. Becaus e of this noble gesture a preacher has . 

called forth t his plea: 

J oin nith e, then, my t'rie.nda, in t he noble resolve 
suggested by this text. Let it be with us, that no 
saoritice ahall be counted too great for us to make 
1n order to keep alive in our day t hose great souls of' 
vision and oo urage ,. espeoial.ly those .f'olmd among the 
y outh or our tomes and co:r.munities. Lat us give sympatb.1'. 
cooperation and guidance to them 1ike Elijah giving to 
E11sha. 11ke Ell nurturing yo1JD6 Samue1 into 1,1s God­
given work. 11th t hem we will gladl.Y share our last 
.morsel of time·• energ, or spiritual knowledge that they 
!J'ta;r have their day of' worship• and work to crush the 
Ahabs and Jezebels out of' oar souls, to stand true to 
every good work, to .make sacrif'ioes to keep alive the 
prophets within us. 14 

14 • .Arthur Lee Ode11, in Preachers and Preachiy 1n De­
troit. 
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Although the oause tor wh1oh the preacher pleads 1s 

most worthy• the \9id0\'1 is not an example or saoh a wo=-thy 

and noble attitude. :Eiere is the example of absolute f'aith 

in the goodness end f a ithf'ulness ot God. She trusted the 

,vord of tbe prophet and aoted on the basis ot good teith. 

She ,·,as not .rn.otivated by any desire to support -the prpphet be­

cause he ,,as .a messenger of God and beoaase of' his noble work 

uhioh is the motive suggested by tlle preacher in the selection 

above. 

Another preacher has used this ·stoey to better adve.J1-

tage in discussing the ways used by God to s pur his people 

to positive action. The tact that the brook dried up caused 

the prophet to withdraw from his r,l110E ot" hiding end to go . . 
out into the world ~bout h t m where he saw the suttering that 

other people were enduring. This is well stated in the f'ol­

icw,ing seleo~ion~ 

There 1s so r.1uch so-called f'ai th deoanding a r ·u11 streaa. 
There is a challenge to the .man who has to stand on 
the edge of a dry brook. It la my purpose now to hunt 
out a f'ew s r,ecit1c les sons here. to -w1 tness e.nd advance 
at o.noe fr0t1 the brook that fails to a meal barrel 
that has no waste. Xt was God'·s purpose, then. and He 
proposes no less ne\1 f'or every one or us 9 that a hidden 
servant wa,s wrong. Faith in God is not a oonditio.n to 
be hidden 1n s0lile secret ce.nyon as a personal security 
policy. It is rather an e.adow!29nt to oarZ7 into the 
midst of' life to s11stain need with. The creat ministry 
or religion is not to endow indolence with divine seoar­
lty. If' this ,·,ere the case. every canyon would be 00011-
pie·d. IJ:lduJ.gent E11jahs would be stretched beside eyery 
available stream. 

Religion has always suttered at this point. God bas 
been oom.pe1led "to dry- up many a broo.k to save His 
people. Elijah beoe~• sell-centered while the brook 
ran :t'Ul.l. He sent no 1n'l'itat1ons to ~amiahing f'olka t.o 
came and drl Dk at his good brook. Be would have ror­
go'bten other f'o1.lca absolutely. bad the brook ran on. 
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When he got in trouble, then he thoucr)lt of others. "I-Sy 
brook is dry!" I wonder if he had been eag r to share 
his brook ~1tt. others, would it have tailed? That is 
t he exaot point oi' my co,ntrastin interest in the un-
11asting meal and barre1.1.5 

An Old Testaraent story t hat serves ·well as an illastra­

tion of' sevin~ faith we might choose the story ot Na8l"'.an ·who 

came to Elish& in search of' re11ef' f'rom tile leprosy Tlhich no 

one else could heal. At f'irst the solution to his problem 

.see1 ed .much too simple, even disagreeable, .to accept; but 

finally he was persuaded to heed the prophet's advice am he 

was cured ot his malady. The following are valid applica­

tions of this text. 

,\s ·~e beho1d this ruan, '\'1ho h ad every-t.hing that money 
oould blJY', yet tvas overtaken by suck .terror, we ought 
to realize keenly that posttion, wealth, acQlai.a, 
cannot giv~ us a secure lite •••. It is remarkable that 
this Syrian general was not defeated by: the dread dis­
ease, just as great Christian heroes .nave o~ten con­
quered sorrow ••• '7h~n Newnan arrived et the Prophet's 
house, he was sorely disappointed. Elisha remained 
ina.ide and merely sent a •ssenger to the mighty Syrian 
genera1 ••• Ee had n~t ::.:.~ .. ,Ge~ one of the first :lessons 
of the Lord's truth. nan.ely. that the Almighty is no 
respecter of persons ••• Naaman was incensed bec~use 1n 
the false Syrian religion he had been taught to belieTe 
it necessar~ f'or some intermediary or priest to intro­
duce him. to the Lord and in'tercede esp'3o1ally :ror h!l:1 •• 
• The warrior had not discovered, as many ~ you c1o not 
know. hn simple and stra1ghtfarwsrd the Christian :taith 
,.s. You y-oursel:t can personall,y approach God through 
;J'esus. • • ~11hen !taaman changed f'ram doubt to devotion. 
'7hen truirt took 'the place of his ho"t passioaa - and 
this happens when you are born again in Zesu ftz'lst -
see how gloriousJ.y the Lord showed His pa.tar!" 

The story at Jacob and Esa11 are s,1ost f'amillar to people 

as examples of' things that Chr1at1an people·ought not do. 

15. Merton s. Rice, 1n Preachezia en4 P&Taiblns 1n Detroit. 
1&. Walter A. 18aler• America, Tarn ~o r st, J>'D• 250-858. 



There 1s an example ,..n their lives that shatt s a very tine . 
Christian virture, t hat ot content ment. "1hen Jacob and Esau 

met after t h~ir separation beoause at strained relations be­

tween. them, both brought gifts intended to placate t he feel­

ings o:r the other. Neither ot t hem were willing to accept 

the gi:f t because both tel t that they had no need ot 1 t. 

They both declared, "I have enough." (Genesis 33, 9, : 11) 

Spur geon presents both characters as examples at t he proper­

Christian attitude when one cq.nsiders h is earthly and spiritual 

bles singsre They are enough tor us all. For them we a'1culd '!>e 

tt.iankful. With t hem we should be oontent.17 

Special services and certain regular services that ap­

pear on the preacher's calendar ann~lly l:iuo~ as Ne., Year .. 

Christmas, Easter. ch urch dedications, ~n1ve,J'aar1es, and 

1nstalla~1ons demand sermons t.b&t oontarJ!l someho\t to the gen­

eral the.me of the occasion. It often beoom.es quite a pro­

blem to find a new or fresh approach to these themes which 

ha.ve been used so· ir:any times~ In an effort to find new t~xts 

to tit ' the occasion they resort · to choosing phrases and_pas­

sages t ho t in themselves seem to express an idea appropriate 

to t he ooo·asion. Regardless of t he :tact that sometimes 1ihese 

text s actua l].y oxpresa a sentiment oOl!'lpletely foreign to their 

purposes, they are chosen as the basis tor their sermons. 

A preaoher has chosen Genesis 41, 9 as a text tor hls New Year'• 

Day address. It rends. "Then spake the oblef' butler wit;o 

Pharaah9 7 4o re.mem~er ,q taul~ this 487. 11 

l'I. D. O. Jtalle.r• SJ?• J!!l• • P• 18. 



If' we loot bF1ok to the 0111 yeazi. \'l& shal1 ft.ad 1--'1et we 
often lievo alnne4• tor \":G frequently t--ave clone t ba.t whloh 
Ooc! . .bas t'orbldden ana have neg leote4 to do ti.at 1h loh 
\'le should have d.one~lS 

It 1s indeed to the oreclit ar the butlc,r 't'.ba t l:.o a:t les• 

re ce.r.ibere~ his obllg~t.lona to d008!,'h whoo he hod loft lYJ.ns 

in prison ell the3e da··s. The l.esoon that r,e can lenrn tr0t1 

him la ttu'.!!t 1:te slloultl not i'·orsot to keep our , ~•Ck1liaeo. I~ 

is not poss ible to· conclude trra. t -1s text tl ot we should 

l ook over ,nir pa 'It lives into. din to donfeas our sins an4 

'to remind o urselvea or the Lord's• .:uerc1es. The butler har41J' 

· de a nnnte · s1an of any ia1aa. 1!e ·ms· not a Cb:rist!en a.tul 

io remnrk ~:1as not int<:=nded a~ any s tetet• bnt ot hu:!111etJ.on . . 

m1cl repen't&.noe. A preacher \"IOuld do :.:.c.cb 'better 111 ol100s1ns 

enott t:1r. text tor onoourag,lng 1.1D people to this end. 

· 2 Chrcm. ac .- 21 - 22, hes been -.1c11 uced ea r~ toxt tor a 

Thanks3i•1!:ng serr110n.. 'rile· Chil4ren . t Israel were in the r:-J.4at 

of o t1e.s1Drnte "'ar cge1nat· tJ:r..e AL=onltes1 --=oab1tes, and .Seirltos. 

The k1na Jeboohaphat prayod the Lorcl £or vio: cll7 end before he 

led his people into battle. · lie cmoouregc4 Ills entire a~ to 

pr 1so ·God bcce.lL'=le o ..-. tl1e .?.Dro1os lie bed et.,eaa::r ahown ~e::1. 

With 'bblo .As tllelr hope, 'th·ey entere4 the batt1e and won the 

v1cto 'over t.b,ilZ' toes. 

I need herdl.y ctraw 'tho _pa~ llel tor yoa 1n this our 
secoa.4 wartlae• TllanksS,lvins, \1hen we f'11141 ourselTes 1D 
the· mdst o~ a su-usgle which. 4esp1 t e recent sue- · 
oess•a• oan t;o:z: our resouroes aa4 1D t he .::ion~a ahea4 
deri:?aD4 mor e lives tbGn 4ur1ng the two yoara of bloo4-
s1led babln4 us,. In t.?!ls or1s1s, 1et ws, JJ.ktffllsee not; · 
1,1eoe our .rel.la.nae onlJ' on men, our hope onl.¥ 1n amS.••• 
navies• end alrorart;I • • 0oc1. Wi,o has lost none ~ 
ll1?J 41V1As par,ez, a1noe tlle 4aya ot Jeho,haPbat. osn, tt 
Ba 111. and tb1a a~gsle before ~ tens or · 1umti'e4a 
ur tbou&Wl4s ~ hu:.um ll'l'ea have been lost 1n tba de-. ... . 
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c i s ive battles wh ich seec. to be eppros ching. Bat ue can 
h&ve no hope t ru1 t the Almighty will thas miraculousl.J' 
help 

1
u§ Wlles s America t urn to Him. 1n grateful recogni-

tion. v · 

The appropriateness or this serKon liee in the s1m.1lar1ty . , . . . 

of th..=, situations found 1n the text and tllat ot the world 

to v1hioh tlle sermon uas preached. In both s1 tuations tho 

1·eas•ons tor thankfulness seem.ed to be very f'e .: in number, but 

the urgency for t he proper attitude v1ea very greet. 

It i s t he duty of eve1•:, pastor to ooLr.mend virtue, to 

encourage the f e ithf'ul in theie efforts to live the lite ar 

nev,-born crea tures. The Lord l!!mself does not hesitate to 

commend t he woman ot Sa.maria tor her :taith. It is strange, 

ho1,ever , to .note the pee uliar charactei■s and passa~es of' 

Scripture that. men ,1111 choose to p3:omote these e.nds. 

In 2 Kings G, 30, we ·have the statement that a certa1n 

king, upon hearing the sad story of' a woman who was forced to 

eat her own child to prevent starvation, went out upon 'the 

wall "and the people looked. and, behold, he had sackcloth 

\11ithin upon .tis flesh." This sackcloth was to 1nd1o~te the 

suffering that was going on within his soul beoause he was · 

sorro:,ing over the .needs of' his peo1le. This srune king lm.­

media tely' o.l'dered the head of 'E1'1sha out off. Iiad not Eli­

sha been a ble to deteot his evil motives end prepare tor his 

safety, he would have lost Us lite. Yet a preacher has oho­

sen 'this oharecter as an Eaampl.e ot people who are bearing a 

cross 1n great patience whil.e the rest of' the world looks upon . . . . 
19. tlalter A. li1a1er, .9.:2• J!!l.., P• 859 - 264. 
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them as living in great happiness and contentment. 

There 1s another company of r:1h0Jli I r1ish to speak. It 
is t.he OOJr,!)any o-£ t ose -.,:ho ,u-e brave ,,1th a tiner 
courage; the 1ndanitable souls who are uncrowned, 1111-
honored, end unsung; they tread the winepress alone. 
Their path lled \'lithln the shadow. They walk a soli­
tary way. Theirs 1& the finer courage f'or itis all un­
seen. It is finer and higher, harder and holier. As 
they peoe the city streets, the world sees the roYal 
robe end accounts them. tbe favorites of heaven. it 
would be astounded to discOV"er_that t.ri.ere was sack­
cloth v11th1n upon their flesh.20 

The Ark or the covenant and its varioua a ppoint~.enta 

,:,ere very careful ly L11ade according to instructions received 

from God. In Exodus 25, 40, t he Lord tells Moses, ".And 

look that thou uake -them after their pattern, "ll11oh ,·,as 
. 

shewed thee in the moant." A certain prea cher has entitled 

a sermon. "Vision and Life, 11 and based it upon 'tt:. is "te:Et. 

In this sermon he attempts to show that ?loses had SJ!. "i!i.tense 

consciousness of GOd aDd the supreir..e reality, ?1bich we.d tor 

him t 'he unseen world. For this Moses sought 1"inal authority 

and truth which he found 1n the mount. ~ his heavenl.y' vi-, 

sion, this authority and final st; tement ot troth that l.!osea 

received tram God, warj his gllide in 1ee.ding men to Him. Man 
. 

ot today ~ust 10Ok to the cross as a source of this vision. 

This vision ot truth , t l!is pattern ,1hioh Moses received on 

the .mount, is ".no't only the standard by which a .C!Sll. judges 

himself. It is t~ standa1•d by which Goel Judges ua. 1121 All ~ 

these ooncJ.asiona ,·1ere baaed upon the instructions 'that God 

had g1 ven Moses for the buil.dl.ag of tta e.ppoint!C.enta ~ the 

2a. 
21. • . 

Augustine iones, 1n Prize Se1".111.ons, by E.A. l!oAlplD..r .'18. 
-• K. Peaoook, in P.rlze sermons, P9• 281 - 289. . . ... . 



43. 

Ark of the . Covenant. That was not the purpose ot the text. 

The story or liannah 1n 1 Samuel 1 has often been 11Sed 

as an ·example of a noble Christian woman. The follCJ!,7ing is 

an illus tra tion of how it has been used very a~propriately 

as a n encouragement to Chris tian mothers. 

Every American mother should follow Hannah .ind .. rely 
on the Almi ghty. !lot in te£11.nis!.i!. 9 iu.oder.nisir., .Communism. 
which destroy t ;.e interdependence ot husband and wife, 
wea l·en t he ties binding a l!i.other to home• husband• and 
children; not in .1orldliness and wanton rejection ot 
God's Law• can tbe wor.1en or tt. 1.s country f'ind abiding 
help and building po~;er. .71 th Ean.nah they· must go 
ba ck to God 9 and t hat means back to Jesus ••• Hannah 
also shows us how mothe rhood is to approach God. Year 
after year she v1ent to the Lord's Tabernacle at Shiloh; 
end ,·1hat t hat s anctuary \e1as to l1er. the true cl urohes 
of' Christ are to us today. She lived a long dis tance 
fro t he Tabernacle; but spurning every suggestion of' 
uorshiping at a near-by Canaanite shrine, she r ~gularly 
made t he pilgrima3e to God's house. Whet !i.Sr ve l ous 
blessing would come to our country if all our wo~en were 
l ed by t he s ame loyalty! •• "For this ch"ld I prayed, 
and t he Lord ha th given .me my petition which I a sked 
or E'.im." She implied that the bab7 Samue1 ,'las a trust 
imposed on her by the Lord and that nothing would sake 
her untrue to this cbarge.22 

Our last exa.niple is a ser.Cl.on based on J11dges 13:8 r.1hioh 

records the story ot t he birth of Samson. Before the child 

is born9 his father Uahoah prays, nTeach us wha t we shall do 

unto the ohil.d that shall be born." A n umber ot conclusions 

have b een based Qn this story. 

,·,e should also notioe that tbe announcement proolaiming 
the birth ot Manoah I s ohild was brought by t he Angel 
of the Lord. Goel Himsel~ here regards the gift of a 
child to devout parents as a bles sing i ndeed, worthy or 
an angelic nessenger. .• • Manoah and his ivU'e -.-,ere deep].J' 
concerned about their promised son. I:f only today all 
.American parents OObld f'ooas interest,, love, attention 
on their sons and daughters and r ecoe.nize the value or 
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a childl •• Ye .should not lose sight of the tact that 
by divine instruction .1anoah1 s wif'e \Yas to1d to prepare 
tor .her .motherhood in a special \'?ay. She ,1a.s told• 
"Drink not \tine nor strong drink!" Agai~, it will not 
strike a popular note to repeat tbese '.Jorda today,. for 
ours is an age that fairly drips with liquor; yet the 
spiritual damage which intoxicants have done to ~,cr .. en is 
tre endous, and the excess or alcoholism often leave 
their .n_-rarks on the children .23 

The sta te.ments .imde by t h is preacher are indeed ~ oJrthy 

of acceptation by a ll t~o read t her , but they are not all 

found 1n our text. The idea tbet by sending an angel Go4 

indicated His attitude to~ard the bles sings of motherhood 

is not a logical conclusion. God does indeed consider the 

gi:f't or a child a s a bles sing• but the reason tor the angel 

in t his particular instance uas not that God considered the 

bi r th of any child or sucb grea t importan ce, but bece use this 

was a very apeoial occasion. ~ ·s child ·,,as one de.stined to 

be a great man in the Kingdom or God. The Lord had set him 

aside tor a most important task' and therefore. Ee took special 

pains to s et:! that he \'lOuld. be properly received by his !)erents. 

Likewise the admon1 tion to mothers to retrain :rram. the as.e or 
alcoholics does not :f'ollow from thi.s text. T.he acb onition to 

the wife ot Lianoah was base« OJ1 the :f'aot that this child ,111s 

to be a Na~arite. This he could not be i:f' his .mother indul­

ged 1n the use o:f' wine during the time when the child was 1n 
. 

he,r \'famb. Tl:leretore. to aay that this text ls an adr.l nition 

to all wouen to f _ollow 1n the same f ootstepa 1s not ill aooor4 

1th the text at all, though the statement ill 1tselt is very true. 

The point that American parents o.ught to show love and 

23. Ib14. • PP• 16'1 - 1'10. 


