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CHAPPTR I

IUTROGUCTION

What 1o Chrlstlian preaching? Is it words about Ged? Is 4t the
art of persuading men to improve themselves and scciety? Is it the
sharing of personal owperiences with others? Is it mercly the pious
propazenda of denominational dogma?

Books on preaching prefer to call Christian preaching an "art” or

a sense they may be correct, bult to center the study

ng on such a beoie a':rrn- be disastrous. It would place
Christien nreaching on the same lovel as public speaking. The study of
homiletice, it would seem, should be theological and Christian, not
rhetorical and sescular,

The divorce between preaching and Christian doctrine is unfortie
nate. It has often resulted in 2 theclogy of the puipit which is vastly
different from the theclogy of the Church., That this can happen vas
evidenced by eighteenth century Calvinism when "preaching for decision®
waz in complete disarreemont with the Calvinistic cmphasis on double
predestination and the sovereigniy of Cod, and otill is today,.

It would appear that the study of hemiletics ought to follow a
different course from what 1t has followed in the past. This can be
accomplished only when there is s proper understanding of the purpcse
of Christian preaching. Homlletics curricula have besn go concerned
abeut the rudinents of snoech composition and delivery (which sheuld

have been mastered in pre-seminary cxiucs‘t.:_tm), that they have neplected

PR~ el W8 A R
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to bring aboub an awarcnass of the purpose and power of preaching.
This failure on the part of our theological seminaries has been
recognised recently by a number of scholars, and a serious atiempt is
belng made to remedy the situation Uy determining the character of

early Christlan preachment, Perhaps the best lnown recent publicatien

. - » T - > - ) 1 -
is that of C. H, Dodd, entitled Apostolic Freaching.~ Another wark of

importance is that of jlugh Thompson Rerr, Preaching in the Early

a3

Churche
Two contemporary Cwedigh thecologians have contributed extensively

Lo promote & proper understanding of the cheracter of preaching. Anders
Uyeron, the welleknon Bishop of Lund, wrote a beautifl discourse on
Christdan preachinr tc the nastors of hls diccese unon his accession to
the bishopric. The Fnglish translation by L. J. Trinterud is entitled

The Gospel of Go:l.3 Wygren's young successor at the University of Lund,

Gugtal Wingren, has also recontly writien a work entitled Predikam: en
i

nrinciplell studieal“ It hoas not as yel appeared in tinglish, but has

been highly acclaimed,
While the above worka reveal a serious effort to detormine the

true character and purpose of Christian preaching, their method is not

1g, #. Dodd, The Ancstolic Froaching and Its Develomments (lew Yerl:
2 Tondons Harper © £2Ge, 1951)e

%Rugh Thompson Kerr, Preaching in the Farly Chureh {lew Yorks
Fleming ¥, Rovell, ¢.1942),

3indors Yygren, The C of God, tre by L. J. Trinterud
(rhiledelnhia: The Wes or TroSS, C.1951)e

l'ﬂnstaf Wingren, Predikan: en principiell studie (Lund: C, W. X,
{loorTupe Foorlag, 1047 )e

L
i
;
i
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primarily oxegetical. The most conclse and yst complete study on an

- A ot e
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asles has been accomlished by seversl authors of various

word s in Gerhsrd Fiitel's Theclogigches Woerterbuch sur Neusn
[( P S ) Yiead 3 -;; ? ’k 3 & -’ .
Testemenbr Vriedrich on &g Aw ard Lte compounds; Scholewind on
p
Knevee wo
It will Lo a secondary purpose of this thesls Yo nmake evailable in

aplish ruch of the material in these articlss by way of translation

Our method will conslst, theorefore, of word studies of the chiefl
ew Tentament verbs used to describe Christien preaching. It was cur
oricinal intention tec maks 2 summary study of all thirty-four verds
employed by Hew Testement writers to describe apostolie preaching,

ince .*2.’:‘,::'.’. a pyrojoct would involve more time than cam he allowed for
thls thesis, the study will be restricted to o Zf ENd w  and its
compounds and K 1791?6 bW o

Iin addition to shudying the verbs thomselves, spacse will be devoted
o thelr connection with certain of their more frequent objects., Thus
we shall briefly consider what is meant by the expressions Ypreaching
the Kingdom," "proclaiming Christ Jesus,” "proclaiming the Gospel,”
nroclaining the Word,? ®proclaiming forgiveness,” "proclaiming 1ife,"

The verbs will offen tako the seme objects. For example, Bwérdeiav
may be the objech of u}orifz Al gapat, éu‘d]?eﬂ)ﬁ w , or m)_(zﬁaw 4

In 2ll cases the meaning will be quite similar, To aveid repetition,

SGerhard rittel, ‘I?zeolo%sches Yoertorbuch gum Neuen Testament
(Stuttgerts Verlag von We 10 MOTy 1933)e

B T B = e




therefore, Pqér/]ud will be studied in commection with the verb it

most frequently follows, which happens to be ewriasA LfopdL o

Similarly s Jete T‘o)' will be studizd in conncetion wilth m}a]i ;LZ opacr ¢
in Chapter Throe, while £ qzzf)«w"‘ and )ozas will be cone

~ - = ~ I >
siderad in connacilon with Knevé 6w  in Chapler Four,

To bogin the study, Chapter Two will desl with the infrequently

e -y 2 7 A 2 s ~ 2
usad Yew Testament verb a{dgvt:Mu) « Un the basis of the passages in

u g _u M T
L s | g v g8 wa shall
EnLOn 10 ‘\.,u'f | L] SH&LL a

,-r.

temot to show that it deseribes preach ing
as the proclamation of factual newe and faith,
Chapbor Three will continue with a study of the most important

g(?itl- rompound, tﬁ'di’ftll/zo/udl o

‘ / : ’
BasiAeld and Xpt6Té5 we chall endexvor te picture Christian

-
T

From its comeciion with
/
oreaching ag the preclamation of @ Wingdom and its King.

s 5 - g = 2% ) 4

In Chavter Four we shall depart fran the mzz EAAw words and

: ~ < S At s Braa ~in . ) 4 ‘
turn to KNeVveéw, On the basis of its connection with 60-477& diovr

2

. % 3 s 2
Ad ﬂ" § we hopo to briefly determine what it means to proclaim the

Gogpel and the Word,

Chapter Five wlll treat the other a?zara A- compounds, attespting
to chow the difference, if any, between them. In thie chapter we shall
try to describe preaching as the proclamatlon of forgivencss and life,
o’('spcét_s and Zw7’.

he last chapler will cndeaver tc determine to what extent the
various theolegical systems of today further or hinder the type of
G‘zm!stian preaching described in the provicus chapters. It will attempt
to answer the question, "How does Christian preaching today compare with

the preaching of the How Testament?®

I



Since this study is based mersly on two of the vwerbs used in the

Tl oy - e B 2
Hew Zestanent o descri

wistian preaching, 1t does not afford a

% - [ g - —— '} o % 1 ]

vagls for comparison in regerd %o a1l presching, We shall be desw
2 32 3 A - - - . . L f <

eribing and comparing Apcostollc preaching and present-day preaching

a8 regtricted area.

¢
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CHAPTZR II

A PROCLAMATION OF FACT AND FAITH

"The Vord of God is newsl™™ FPreaching the Word is proclaiming

4

e
@

=

o

o
v

=

*

e oy =
nows. God's Wore

the first place dogmatic distinctions, nor
is 1t philosophlic speculations. The terminology that describes the
proclamation of the Hew Testament did not arise from the language of the
philogovher or heathen mystic. A ﬁiéﬂh w and its compounds, 1like
K7 pTre6w, are words of the strestesof the public life, the games, the
i-.“ﬂf‘.?".'i‘(}".‘oﬁ Codls YWord is news--nsws for peonle in the languaze of the
peonlo,

Foreover, Cod's news 1s “goed news." The announcement of the

X ? ) e "
angels to the shepherds, (dovr Z:‘xe SD'ngISAt’Z opAl Tl Xape s
f ei A pYp eppears 1o characterize the apostolic proclamation throughw
eud, 1ts contents being a simple, direct report of an historical bit of
pood newsy 2o unto you is bom this day in the clty of David a Savior
whiech 18 Chris. the Lord," Such is the character of New Testament

proachuont--nezws, the good nows of the (rucified, Resurrecied, and

Living Loxd,

Lochniewindts article on €ddw and its conpo!(mds in: Gerhard
Fittel, Theologlsches Woarter gun jieuen Testament (Stutigart:
‘.-’erlag von W, Ronlhamner, 1733)s Pe 91 if.

2Thide

o (i v

el = VY e



The *Azpe A- Compoung 5

The peculiar meaning of each of the 477L;\— compeunds is practie

cally dmpos 1b7e to determine. Only sﬂr’c\/za\z\w and qu{ﬂ—cl:/a/mt
stand in a class by themselves, in that their meaning is more definitely
established. Among the remaining verbs there seems at times a close
relationship of meaning and at other times a decided c}j.ware]:'ga;z-al:tc:e.,l1 Thus,
e 2 P01 2 an gLt by :
Colleay mv'qz,-‘{u dAw and d»rr'a.ﬁ«u w are used interchangeably in many
instances, the one occurring as a variant of the other,

Common to all the 4 (?3-&)\- compounds is the idea of despaiching,

announcing, proclaiming. Liddell % Scott give the meaning proclaim to

o

most of them.” In this sense they were employed by Hellenism in con= 4’
)

nectlon with the sacred games and sacrifices, emperor worship, and often :

o S R |

in Aretalogy.’ u
1
E
l

Verbal, Active Proclamation

It is significant thait in the lVew Testament the "verbal" act of
proclaiming far outweighs the "substantive® idea. The noun 0’7 7 edia

occurs only twice, both times in the First Epistle of John. The

emphasis is not on "that which is proclaimed,” but on an "active pro-

32%031; of the material for the word study has been borrowed from
Fittel, op. Cites Ppe 56-Tle

b ride

51.1dde11 : Scott, A Greek-Enzlish Lexicon (Oxferds Clarendon
Press, Nede)e

L’K" whel 9 _020 eit.

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CO®CORDIA SEMINALY
" _ sT. LOUIS, MQ,



8
clainming.” The English word nroclamation can be understood in beth the
aubstantive and verbol sense, Our purpose requires that we use the temm
in the verbal sense of proclaiming,
We turn now to a more detailed study of ai'ﬁ. A w and its
compounds, particularly to the Wew Testament passages in which they

oceur, This chapter will be devoted teo %ﬁa' Adw  1t8elf and the

o]
]

3327es An which it is found, Chapter Threes will include a study of
its most important compound, evrd e A g opeac , and Chapter Five will

deal with the remaining conpounds,
Classic Greek

"A(-Mé)n\u; oceurs among classic authors from Homer on, It has been
discovered on occasional inscriptions and pap:,'ri.'z Liddell and Seotbg
cltes mumercus references, ascribving to iits active usage three closelye

related neanings: 1, bear a message, 2. announce, report, and 3, bring

news of, Stephancsg pives the neaning certioren facio, to inform or

anprise someone,
Both Stephanos and Liddell & Scott cite only one instance of the

middle, Ide Aje 13761 TevHE W aee &yzvéaa(’/&dﬂ. ave E1VaC

) ) o5 5 I snnounce mysglf to him as a friend. It is used here, says

TPrenschen~Bauer, GricchischeDentsches Woertorbuch mu den Schriften
des Heuen Testaments (OTcszent Verlag von Alired loepelnonn, 1s20)e

B1iade11 & Scott, gp. el

%n, Stephanos, Thesaurus Graecas lLinguse (Londini: In Aedibus

s e i e i S
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Stephanos, "sro €7 77 14 0 e o
Both tho above lexikons give about nine instances of tho passive,
Lo bs announced, where the subject may be either a person or a thing,

An exsmple, Xen, Hellen. I,5.101 ’ETruorﬁ —3,3,3 5357 ﬁ V‘dlf/-ldxl'ﬂ svea
The Septuagint

4 - - L
A ﬁe,\ Ao ocours only once in the text of the Septuagint,n Jers ks

15, and in four other places ss variant readings » corrected by
amﬁ,é,\a;a or dfrmﬁe’ﬂto or quils’]) w o In all instances it oeccurs
only in a profane gense, C  Jere h215 speaks of the =oproach of the
avenger "from the north®st® 4s4Ti g w vy &37 EANov Tog

f ™ = . (N &7
Lo F’;fllg,‘ EK Aav 11&51 cooq
Later Jowlsh Literature

1 -
Sciﬂ.::tte':"‘h clitos several examples from Josephus, one of which,

taken from the Antlguities (2,205), veadss 7@r {epo Zf dpmpa Ty
\ v -~
iy 3\771.)?(51. L pubcae’i’ r;x&v’cacdat’ il ra ~

t is an anmouncement, says Schniewind, of the "Hose-Oeburt,” etpressing

107314,

llx?reuachen-ﬁauar, Ope it

12¢:tta1, ope clte

13 anzoaSchals, A Comentary en the Holy Seriptures (New York:

Charles Seribner's Sons, 1004).

1,"0. A. Schiatter, Der Evangelist Johamnes (Stuttgart: Calwer
Vereinabuchhandlung, 1930). :




10

' g
a secular as well as a sacred “[ﬂmxgelion."l”

Another instance of q’gz 1w  was found by Sehlatter in the

Tanchuma, where it was used, as in Jer, 115, to translate the Hebrew

‘T"Rﬂ? 'qhef.r K1 qifc:o)r_w TP 6epp § (f“‘,.,,‘
t/.}haksbyﬂx?uf T4 ro/uq 70 FeoF 10

Foine Creek

An interesting example of the use of o e ‘A w is the summons
celebrating the accession of Hadrian in 117 A. D., found on a Giessen
apyrus (I, 32 £8)s Fhweeo Evraw7a warvrdvr 4 deiarir
q? 7€ Ad(r), Houlton and Milligan points out that the docwmont has a

"strong 1iterary flavor," the words quoted forming an iambic 1ine.17
Sehniewlind likewise calls the usage "poetle,® in place of r.u’-o;faaa/\ ‘2"
€6 9L, wnich is the usual term employed to "proclaim® the "Gode-
mﬁemr.“w

LI Mﬂ?«w is one of those verbs which became practically
obsolete in the vernacular except in the compounds ,“19 nine of which are

found in the New Testaments

orittal, ope gibe

L5cmatter, ope cite

1Tioulton & Milligen, The Vocabulary of the Gresk Testament (Grand
Rapids, Michigens Wme B Derdmans PuB’Eisliﬁnp'ﬁanparw, 195 ).

Byittel, op. cite
1Piouiton & ¥illigan, op, cite
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Hew Testament

While nine of its compounds are found throughout the Wew Testament,
c’nnuf Adw  iteel? occurs only twics. Doth instances are in the Gospel
of Jonn (118513 20:18), "Johm is 2 writor who liksa uncemwounded
*.-'frx"z:se"g{'\' It must be noted, however, that in both places the word

occurs only as & variant reading.
dohn b5l

The Mestle text®d reads: ¥ d 7 Je avT0F KaTa BoeiverTo S
of JoFdoe T ymyvTyeav avry Aeéuwrs_g §te § maly abToF AL
The insertion of K«l :;’3 7 ¢ Aav is attested to by the twe important
witnesses, Aleph and D, plus the Latin traditione e (C, the Foine
traditien, and Theta have xq! oi-:rv,’ﬁu A xv o while lambda,

{
minuscule 33, and others have x«( m’r’;"-’ ]ec Aav,) The Nestle text,
in omitbing the word, follows the Hesychian tradition and a few other

nanuscripts,

207114,

216 oek New Testament, edited by Fberhard Nestle. Hewly revised by
Tbe Txwin Nestise \Twentictn Bditiony New York: American Bible

Sotiety, Nede)s

%214 15 significant that Aleph and D also omit the AigpovTey
(Cpe Schniewind in Fittel, op. cib., pe 60).
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A Proclamation of lNews

The meaning of &ZZ ENdw s whether the original reading or a
orrected one, contains the same festive (feierliche) tone inherent in
* l‘a\ﬂr A dw and o.*rq[?'{zﬂr\w when they are used in connection with
miracle reports, It means an announcement, the proclamation of a

miracl c\o‘-’

o

the anncunecement of the servants to their master, ¥iour son isg

,-p

ving," was a spentanecus proclamation of good news. It resembles the
L) & " . - - 2
Paster vrenouncement of Mary as she went about proclaiming (aﬁz’ Adovea)

the Resurrection of her Lord (Joha 20:18),

A FProclamation of Faith

(-

Por the nobleman this preclamation was more than infeormation about
the physical cendition of his son. It was a procianation which created
within him an Lmplicit f2ith in the Lordship of Jesus, He came te know
the a2llenowerivl Yord of Christ. He saw Christ not as the miraclee

sorker of Caliles, but as the Son of ch.2h

23psttel, op. elt.

2ly
Dods, Harcus, "The Gospel of John," The fxpositor's Bible

{Toronte: Willard Tract Depesitory and Bible Depot, 1091),
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Hespongibility of Christian Preaching

Christian preaching has a real responsibility toward those who,

l‘.‘_-
I

gLy
P

Q

the nobleman, come to Christ {or reasons of self, It must firsé
tear down the interests of self., Jesus said to the nobleman: "Except
you sen slrns and wonders, you will in no wise believe." IHe wished to
make i{ clear "that the faith He approves and delights in is a faith
which does not require miracles as its i‘cmdation.“as Christlian faith
does not imow God only when its possessor needs physical helps

Tet Christ used the cccasion of the nobleman's plea for physical
help to preach the Gospel, This was not unususl, He did it often.
The crowds that followed Him were not necessarily hungering for His
preachment. In many instances people came rather to see the miracle-man
of Calilee, Bub Christ used the opportunity to tell thoso curious
crowds the Yene thing ncedful." e turned them repeatedly from His
physical presence to His message and to His Father in heaven, Wherever
He went, therc was an "epidemic of standing still and looking 'u'pwau'd."26

t would appear that the method of the Medel Preacher is applicable
alse teday and that the modern Christian preacher would use every means
to diroot people not to himself, but to God. Whether it be warmth of
personaiity, beauty of style, or depth of thought which attracis people
to hear him, it would appear that the Christian preacher will erploy

these means to proclaim the Gospel,

25Thid,

26
K. Rarth, The Word of God and the Woerd of Mam, tr. by Douglas
Horton (St. tLouls: 'tho Pligrim Prosss 19237, pe Ole
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Viewed In the light of this passage, Christian preaching would

seen Lo be the proclamation of good news to people whose self-seceking

has been crushed by the hammer of the Law. In place of the nessase,
and “aithepreserving messages "Your Lord livesi®

John 20:18

Johm 20:18 is the only instnonce where :‘3?{ Adw  is ineluded in
the Nestle text, substantiated by BNA pe. Also hers, as in Li51i, both

2& v"-"\v("r‘f'.: :\ /\LU (E G 33 al) and qurﬂéhﬂw (R ne pm) ooour as

]

he passage racerds the Daster proclamation of Mary Magdalene:
2’87{ eTar Mdpidx % Hanaf\qrw‘] o‘t’zyﬂr\au—sq 707 /4,5,577-4;3
K

¢ ¢ \ 5
87 e-y-.')eqxa\ TV ’e:ur Kol TaFTA gimev q.v’—'rﬁ"
{

A Proclamation of Pact

Hary's amnouncement to the disciples was a proclamation of fact:

1

"I have seen tho Lord.” It was no fantasye-this seeing the Lord,
According to the parallel account in Matthew she "grasped lis feet,®
Like Thomas, she wanted to assure herself, S8ays Schlatter:

Von der frscheimung der npel steigt die Cstergeschichte aul
zur Wahrnetmung Jesu. Denn die zwischen Furcht und Freude
Schwankenden beduerfen seiner eigenen Erscheinung, damit sle
die Botschaft den Juengern bringen., Durch den Griffl wird die
Gewiszhelt der koerperlichen Hirklichk?,t enpfangen und der
Gedanke an eine Erscheinung abgewehrt,

There has been a recent emphasis in theology which minimizes the

27Sch1atter, aps cite y

-
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historical realily of the eveants of the life of Christ, In opposition
to the YJesus of history! movement Albert Schweltzer, e.g., has gone so
far as to say that "the historical knowledge of the personality and
iife of Jesus will not be a help, but perhaps even an offense to

el 4 e apy
PRLATION,"

Sinllarly Rudolf Bultmann, the leading exponent of Form

T

ticlsn, concludes: 'We can now know almost nothing concerning the

1ife and personality of Joouo."%?  In an effort to get at the essentials
of the apostolic kerygma, he has undertaken the "demytheleogizing® of the
New Testament,

Such a view does not @ppear to be consonant with New Testament
thought, "The importance wnich such knowledge of the historical reality

hag even for faith was stressed ... by the Evangelist Luke when, in

dedicating his book to Theophilus, he gave as his purpose in writing it

iThat you may lmow the certainty of thoss things wherein you were ine
structed, 1939

Iin answer to those who would try to explain away the historical
fact of Christ's redemption as well as the element cf time, Anders
Hygren says:

That which heppened to Chrlst took place at a definite time in

hnmen history, at that point of time which is called the 'come
plotion of time! eeee Cod is the God of time and of history,

28A1bert Schweitzer, The Quest of the Historical Jesus, tr. by
g B AL A8 .
W. Montgomery (Londen: A. & C. Black, Ltdes 1920), De 3996

29401 Pultmann, Jesus and the Word (Fnplish Translaticn), pe B £f.

Quoted by D. M. Paillie, Cod Was in Christ (Mew York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1948}, ppe 37-8e

30, pibelius, Jesus, tr. by Hedrick & Grant (Philadelphia: The
Westninster Press, 19L7), p. 31 £f.

e
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who actually has a history with His people, a history character
ized by a before and an after, by en earlier and & later ceee
Attempls to get rid of time spring from platonizing modes of
thourht, and have no rightful place in the Christian faith.j

7

ihe messare of the Christlan preacher according to this view would

be, 1like Mary's, a factual one, repeating again and again "the great

al realities which form the basis of our salvatim.“:; This

point iv stressed smphatically by Xerr when he says:

The preacher who follows in the apostolic succession is consecrated

to nroclainm a definite, unchanglng messaze, This message 15 some-
- E 3 -y D

ing given, not something discevered +..« Apostolic preaching is
nile, concrete, substantial, almost formulated, in its method

defii
and mesgage, The first sernons of the Christian Church cover the
seme ground, present the same facts,; make the same demands, reach
the same Conclusions c.cee The languape of the lNow Testament has

guite definitely but one single purpose, that of expressing that

which has taken place, that which God has done in Christ.l

Forhaps no one has stressed the historical realities of the nessage

of rederption as convineingly as St. John in his First Ppistie: "That

which was from the beginning, which we have heard, shich we have seen
with our gyes, which we have looksd upen, and cur hands have handled, cee
Py il 2 ) ’

that which we have ssen and heard declare we ( o\],i EAN o PEr } uate

“a)
Yo" 34

L indors Nypren, The Gospel of God, tre by L. J. Trinterud
(Philadelphia: The Westminster rress, 1951); pe 55 -

320tt0 Pipor, "Doctrine and Preaching.” Reality in Preaching
(Philadelphia: Muhlenbery Press, ¢,19h2), p. 50.

334, 1, Kérr, Preaching in the Zarly Church (Hew York: Fleming H,
Revell, 0.19132), De HY S

341 John Lsie3e
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A Proclamation of Faith

And yet Mary's proclamation included more than the fact of Christls
physleal appeavance, a fact which He Himself made plain to her. Jesus
objected to Hary's touching ilim with the words: "for I am not yet

ascended" (v, 17). Hary had thought the 11ittle while' of His absence
was over and that now He would always be with them by His vigible
pregences  "This was a misconception. He must first ascend to the

savnor, and thoese who love iHim on earth must learn to live without the

physical appearance, the actual seeing, touching, hearing, of the welle

L2 R

b
- - Lo
Imown Master,*

The messape of the risen Tord must be the message of the ascended
Lord: "Go vo Wy brothers and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father
and your Father, and to Hy CGod and your God," The Risen Lord "has
becone the 1link between us and ail thet is highest and best .eee 'The
holiness, the power, the victory, I have achieved and now enjoy are
yours; I am your Brother: what I claim, I claim for you.'“36 By virtue
of His ascension He dwells within His owm and creates faith by His pres- ‘
ence. Like Mary we cannot embrace iHis feet. He seizes us, and alse
gives us the powsr to hold on.

it appears that Jesus wanted Mary to understand that knowledge of

the fact of His resurrcction was not enough. e wanted her to know and

FBnods, ope cibe
Hqpag,
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to preclaim that He had arisen for a purpose -- to ascend, to rule, to
prepare a ploce for His own. A man may know all about the events of the
life of Christ and not have faith, In so far as this is true, we can
agroe with Zrunner vhen he sgys: “Falth presupposes, as a matter of
course, a priori, that the Jesus of history is not the same as the
Christ of faith.? It is %o the credit of Brunner and the Dialectical
Schoeol with its emphasis on the "desus of faith" that it has done a
thorourh job of pulting nincteenth century liberalism in its place., It
has completely overthrown the humanistic conceplicn of Christ as the
Great Example, the (Good lWaster, the Great Brother, ete. Moralistie
testantisn, with its vreligious psychology and theistic lodgery, has
bocore obsolete in the wake of the universally recognized theclogy of

the dialectico.
Pact and Faith

Unfortunately, however, the dialectics at times tend to forget that

the "Jegus of faith" includes and resits upon the "Jesus of history." It

is through a proclamation of the Jesus of history that the Holy Spirit
ez"‘:genders falth, and the Jesus of history becomes the Jesus of faith,
That is the character of Christian preaching:
Preaching tells of something which once happened but which at the
same time means the complete transformation of the conditicns of

our present life. We ourselves and 3g*ar destiny were invelved in
that which was done through Christ,

37mnil Brunner, The Hediator, tr. by Olive Wyon (Fhiladelphias
Westminster Press, ColoLi); De 1t

38?&31‘8‘!!, OB 9_:1-2-, Pe 55
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Bygren polnts oul that in this very fact lies ths importance and
relevance of the observance of the Christian Church Year. Quoting from
the Church of Sweden's service book, he says: %"In the sacred year of

the Church the Christian congregation sxperiences through a cycle Godls

redemptive act in Christ. 39

-]
]

As we have observed, dialectic theology itends te forget that Jesus
was a man. It is teue that Barth, e.g., builds his whele theology
oround John 111k, "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us," But, as
his enphasis is entirely on the Word, and he
Torgets that the Word was made flesh, Baillie terms thls false emphasis
ULozothelsn,” a theology of the Word, rather than a theology of the Word
made {ogh,

wn Mary saw the Jesus of history, our Lord used the opportunity
tc beceme for her the Jesus of faith, as He had done in the c¢ase of the
nob mra::.m‘ In the same way her proclamation, ®*I have seen the Lord,"
bacane the channel through which the Lord bocame the Jesus of faith to
His disciples. Through her very words the Holy Spiriit was cperative and

Christ entered their hearts., Heor words became the living Word of CGod.

3F1pi4,

!‘aﬁa.illie 2 906 Ej-:_t-o’ Pe 530

Mlguoras on Jotm ks 51, pe 11,
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Parpose of Christian Preaching

And so it is to this day. "When the Word of God is proclaimed; ..e
Chirist Mimself enters their (people's) lives ; and continues His ree
derptive work among men ..o The preacher stands between two great
realities: the Word of God and the assembled congregation. His task

2 3

is to help bring about a personal encounter between the Word of God and
the minde of :".-_e'ﬂo"ha

Christlan preaching would therefore ba a proclamation not only
recalling the events of Christ's physical life on earth, but the preclae

mation of the Crucified, Risen, and Ascended Lord - a proclamation of

God has done in Chrlet for the simers Kerr calls it a proclia-

mation of the "fact of Christi:

The language of the New Testament has quite definitely but one
single purpese, thalt of expressing that which has taken place,
that which God has dene in Christ, New Testament words are thus
essentially like a mirror; they reflect the fact of Christ saee
The Wards and sentences in which the message is ramed are formed
by men vho are imbued with the faet of Christ.l3

Christian preaching, then, is a proclemation of fact and faith,
"The specific purpese of preaching is to proclaim to contemporary men
what God has done through Christ Jesus so thatl thay can become partakers

of His healing and recreating act-ivitv.“l‘h This constitutes Christian

ha}?. J. Johanson, "What I% Means to Freach the Gespel" (Review of
a book by Gustaf Wingren, Predikan: en principiell studie). Theology
Today. VIII, 3, 357 £f.

3-'3597;-:-, Ope Cile, Do 7, quotes from Lexicophria Sacria {Pamphlet),

'!‘l‘Johanaon, ope Cite, p. 62
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CHAPTER IIX :

& PACCLARATION OF THE KINCGDOM OF 0OCD AND ITS XING

o

n the preceding chapter we attempted Yo show, upon the basis of

e

& v y o PO P P ~ 2 ! 2 2 2
the New Testament usage of da—zr:/] 1] w, that Christlan preoclamation is a
proclamation of falthecreating news, a proclamation of fact and faith,

AL try to point cut that Christian prociamation

¢
<
€.
&
ot

is the joyful and effective proclamation of a Kingdom and its Ting.
W ghall focus our attention first on a word study of £0q 7

(?,ch :'Z_ 2 e Following that we shall consider the lew Testament

expressions n}a«m;—d :'zuﬂm To}r/ﬁqc/,!;r’qr 7% GeiFand £ a ? g

Zc). (f €6 Ba Xete 7dv . The meaning of the U;OiﬁfA tov

1 32 3 - 7
wi'l be discussed in Chapter IV in comnecticn with Knevééw .

4
The Hebrew term corresponding to €7q 7?6 A Z graal is
N W 3, which denotes "proclalming joyful news,™ 88, 2.g., the
birth of a son.2 in varicus vlages in the Cld Testament the adjective

L% Y appears to qualify the "proclaiming,” in which event the verb

1 3. would include only the idea of proclamation end not of Joyful

1The tulk of the pre-lew Testament material for the word study on
ebagpedizopac  is a freo translation of Friedrich's work in Theolo-
,iscges Woorterbuch zum Neuen Testamsent, sdlted by Cerhard rittol
(Stuttgert: Verleg von W, Lohlhemmer, 1935), II. Scme of his refer-
cnces to Creck suthors have been incorporated inte the thesis as {cote
notos.

2Jer. 20115,
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proclamation, Friedriehs pointe ouil, however; that in the Semitle
languares, in Accadlian, Sthloplan, and Arabian the stem always includes
the idea of joy. The adjective 2 74 in the 0ld Testament, ho says,

ig but a strengthening of the no'm.u.nrr already inherent in the verb

The ferm 1 W Q2 is often used in comnection with the amnouncement
of victory in battle, in the sense "to proclaim a victory," A wmessen=
ger amuounces vielory over the enemy and the death of the oppo:';e!'d:-.5
Such newe is considered "happy nsus, n6 althoush in later usage the
A uJ 27 cane to denole any messenger, even the one bearing unfavolw
able news., Such instances are infreguent,

This proclanmaticon of victory, says Fx'iedrich,?

cane to denote sgne=
thing sacred, as in I Samuel 31:9s The Fhilistines have won and Saul
has fallen. The conguerors annocunce the joyful nows of victory to their
veople and thelr idols with an alr of solemnily and reverence.
0f a gimilar nature is the nsws of Jahwe's victory over the enemy
as described in Psalm 68:12, dJahwe Himself diciales the words of the
victory anthems L2 1% $IwW 2], "agrest amy of

omen it is who are proclaiming® Godl's victory in song, Similarly in

5'4

Fgalm 1019 the delivered one proclaims (N7 i 2) Jahwe's P1Y

BKit Ql, OD. Citu, ]’)o ?OSQ

h‘l‘he same problem arises in Oreek with regard tc the verb stem
e}a” . Cpe Classical Usage.

51 Sam, 31193 II Sam. 1:20; 18:19, 20, M.
611 San, haliy 18:26,
Trittel, ope cite; Pe 705
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in the great congregation. As the herald of Jahwe, he praises with a
loud voice Jahwe's great and wonderful deeds. Jahwe has placed "a new
song" into his mouthe

Yor an understanding of the Wew Testament ”’)“"ZJ" A t’Z L) /uql
deutero-Isaiah and the llterature influenced by hin is of zreatest
importance, While Psalms L0 and (8 speak of individual deeds of Jahweh,
Isaiah awails the one great victory, the dawming of the ner age
in which Jahweh is proclaimed the King of the world,

The proclaimer of this new age is the .21 . On the
basic of deutero-Isalah Friedrich plctures him as the herald who
returns to Zion {rom Babel with the proclamation of the victory news.
All Jerusalem is standing on the walls and towers, awaiting his home-
coming. OSuddernly the herald appears at the top of the hill, sheuting:
"Peace, salvation, Jahwe is Xing® (Isaiah 52:7).

With the herald's proclamation the victory becomes a reality.
Salvation appears with the proclaimed word. Because the herald pro-
claimed a rostoration of lIsrael, a new world order, and the dawning of
the eschatalogical era, the worxl was not "Hauch und Laut," but an
effective power ("wirkungeikraeftige Machi"). Jahwe Himself puts the
words into the messenger's mouth, He Himsel is speaking through the
messenmer. With Mis Word He created the world, and with His Word He
shapes history and rules the world.

The watch on the walls heard the word and joyfully spread it
further {v. 8«9), It rushed through the city and messengers carried it

Bps, L0:3,
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throuzhout the land: "Jahue is ¥ing; Behold, your Godl" (v, 10},

P-‘j

or
heathendom, o0, a new era begins, for Jahwe is not only CGod of Icrael
(Is, 19:8)s YProclain daily His salvation, tell it to the heathen--His
glory, and His wondrous deeds to all pecples <e<os Say amonz the

heathan: Jahwe is Fing,”

The great eschatologleal age has davmed. The nows of Jahwe's

is announced to the world, Iven the heathen come o 2ion
¥ ¥ 1"} m ki n
tha fame of Jahweh, The prophet of "joyful news” is

sent to proclaim the glad tidings to the peor,ll and the effect el his
proclamation ig their release

The similarity with Hew Testament thought is very apparent. The
eschatolorieal expectation, the proclamation of the pae ' A Lia TOF

.

beo? , the inclusion of hea thendom into the Heilsgeschichie, the

rejection of the traditicnal “cult and law oieuy," 12 the tie-up with
Sixatove rry 3 cwTye (4 ,113 e?e 5 ry -5 definitely

1%

peint to the Hew Testament.

e, 96123 cpe I8e 52110

1014, 6036; Is. 52:7 and s, 61il,

.

"'lIn:{‘ra: New Testament use of cr}nﬂ el "['/W.

12ps. 1016,
Ps, Li0:10.
Yigs, 52:7; o, 9532
151, $2:7.
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Clagslical and iellenistic Greal

—

o active and passive use of “;“3] ed l"zo/uu ie unusual,

PO ) 3 a2,7 - 1
le the mwiddle cccura Ireguently frem Aristophanes cm.'*(3 Like the

014 Testanent

14 Testament W , w"'ﬂ“"'l"f"“ is used to proclain victory

l-.l

news, elther by ghi 'i by horse

A
8 or by wmnor."”g Often the news is

contained in a letter,

‘quw« e A a’Zo pal is used of publishing the good news of a

ik 20
pelliiicel or private nabture, such as the accession of a ruler®” or the
f ¢

announcerent of a birth or wedding or even a death. At times the word

losos ils basic character ontively and bacomes synorymous with
] ] A w, Typical of this is an oxample of its ironic usage:
Here atteonpied Yo have his mother mul to death, but samehow she was able
- . a % 0 a8 3 <
to czeape and ghe sends to her son the "gaod news®™ of her deliverance.
0f special significance is the freguent use of the words é6w-
- ' (e
”")(":’\ s N’rﬂ‘;(’;/m, and f'J'TVKfﬂl in conneection with rwrm&c)f;o/u Ar o

.-

X

-

'
le the New Testament alsc connects the e'l}qw*u\ror with the

-t

fte

bwTnela 4 it imous nothing of eFTUryim or TV¥yy o Inthe

LY

Now Testamant there is no accideni, fortune or luck. The Christian

Wap, Tq. 6k

1Tmut, Forp. G66(I6546).
1Bye1i0dor dethe Xe 1e
19?&113-IV, 19, 5.

Db, var, 22(I. 128b); luc, Tyrannicida 93 tyrany has been
laid aside and demecracy and freedom proclained,

2lpio. €. A1, 13, k.

i e 5w Dk ane ekl
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f?!'?‘:":‘ foroidn = neh t'f-‘ H] T}‘m Creok ageribos iy suce n 1
faith Torbids such terms, 12 Creck asceribes bis successes inm 1ife %o

1,

e (e leilace z 2 . . Y
the Goddess Ty 1 222 but for the Christian all eventis of !

-
P

stery

are 1in tho Lord's hands,

~y - . = L / (!

Tha religzious usare of f_z?'a\ig €N [opdt at Gimes took on the
meaning of Ypromise.” The :.'7";3‘ fn\’j becones a glad-tidings messenger
in the sense of an "oraclo-man,® 3 The good tidings taikke the form of

-

L s '):l ™, = £ - . /
nmrevhetic cromise,“d This similurity between ¢ &dﬂe‘)lf“" snd  €r-

~1
a9,

-(r e A% 1s evident aleo in the New Testament, particulariy in
the Pauline Tristics and the Fplstle to the Rebrews.

While Yellenlstic usare resembles that of the Now Testament in
that it includes in the content of the u}'o\i‘f £Aiov tha idea of
liberation {ron the eneny and demonic enslavement, yet it differs

'

vastly fron New Tostament nroclamation. As we have alrcady menticned,

o it

A3 e . s . . - » - - L 2 2 ’
the Uow Testament knows nothing of a relaticnship between ¢Vd ]JCJNV’
T ks . ’ ? ’ = o 3_ /
S the terms TV yq and ErTVYA Surtheraore, the ¢ d‘fi‘ Aor
of the Oreek sroclanation has te do with "divine poople! (ampersrs, halfe
mon deitics, oracleemen), while in the Wew Testament Jesus Himsell is
tho t}'a\;"» £ ’Z"’ eve( as well as the €Fg748 A0 v of ¥is 1roe

(e er it
clemation, In Oreek ussre the word yroclaimed merely uncovers, reveals,
teaches, while tho New Testament Word is a presently operative force =

croating, ctrengthening, effecting.

226;:. Hydasnes, who degcrdbes his victory over the Tersians as the
fulfilliment of the prophecy of Tyche {Helledor Aeth. X. 17).

23 “vident especially in Heo-Fythagorean writinus,

21’[,11(:. Fhilopseudes 31t The sorcersr rromises that a certain
house will in the future be free of evil spirits,
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Septuaglint, Paile, Josephus

) o Lo
The Sentuapiy

e e et T R YV

O sdioTial @

1% does not retein the Isalah concent of the Ygoming

-
o ol

or of Is
= o

-
idea of the dawnins age of God's glom
MOossanger

. -
- i@
L

« H2:1T; 0oy has

g8 1ost, The
come Yo be identified with Gods

ing throurh of His Lordship is not

act of a "rood news" proclama

woaakaned

to be accomplished in the
tion, and &

he force of the Word is thus
o flenerally speaking, the Bepltuagint usape does not bring one
closer to an understanding of the ? '“1 Testament ¢va J-i,cf‘ '/Z A o
Pallo and Josephus live completely in the Greek world
Therce is never a simi
galah, 1

rid of thought,
imilarity te the "good neus®™ concept as we found it in

85 W £,
understandable, since thoy recognize no plan
chichto,

Helloces

P
LG LB

i"“

ef
remarikable how well the dHew Teztaman
flelleonist

+ 3
E R

has kept
ic thoushb,

Palestinlan Judaism

alostinian Judsism " w2 wsuelly means "the prociaiming of
Joyful messape,® althouzh on occasion it may denote the bringing of
sad nows alsos Ofte:

tran

Lated

oo

Oi'ten the messare treats of events to come and may be
with “promises™

rreatest significance iz the fact that in Palesiinian Judaism

lestinia
the proclamation of the ®good news messenger® of Sccond Isaiah remains

ive, He it spoken of as the coming ons.25 The 9w is on the waye.
The Messlanic Age is dawning.

He is proclaiming the redemplion of
25‘0‘3.

?Q, .7&10 13.32; Tanch. on Naho 11154
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Israel, bringing peacs and soivaticn to the m:vz-ld.,"z‘6 Tver and again ig
vepeated the joyful oxpectation of Isalah S2:7: "How beautiful are the

feat of him that bringeth goaod tidings, that publisheth peace; ... that

& Y -y e 28 A L) ) BV g L 4 &1 b ¢
saiih unito Zion, Thy God reignethl®™

- . - 27 At AL
come ie referred to at times as Messias, = at other times as Blijah,<*

o i
.

and somotimes his ideniivy is comcsaled. AU any vate he is the one who

ghall procialm the Ape of leodls Glory. While his message of redemptlon

is always Tor Israel, yet there is repented reference to the drawing in
B a4 2 3 Lr2s <. 219 3 3 1 29

of the “nations.® They, too, will come and behold Jahweh's glory,

ven to the dead will the messape be proclaimed. 7411 nen frem Adam on

will hear the velce of the !joy-messenger's Salvation iz here, the new

R

age, the '"ioy-age,' has dawmed.”
Vew Testanend

In the Few Tostanent the fulfillmont of the Expeciion cf the Ygocde

news” Messenger has telen place, The awaited Messenger of good tidinge
has come. Hob ouly doas He bring the message of good tidings. He is

/ o . 4
that Megsaze, He is the fzr"dgi edcor o He is the Ad Z &s) « The

entire 1ife of Christ was a gospel proclamation. From the time of the

reaiit v 39(1612); M. Jose the Galilaean (110 A. D.).
Treuixt 28am,

Xpogilt » 35(162e). g

Prepiit » 35(1622).
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/ oo .
n}ocmw)uow of #is birth (Tu. 2:10) He came preaching '_meacza:m to the
captives and pocd tidings to the *;';acz’.:ﬂ "Jegus? comdng to ecarth, T

- e s

1lfe and death, were the great peace proeclamatioen, the great proclaiming

- s a Ty 1, )
of Joy. [is very appeevance, not mersly His preaching, is v 4 7 (?, -
“

g therofore not mere
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aspeai:ing or preaching. It is a preoclamation of effective power, The

mesgage of the (ogpel ig accompanied Ly signs and wonders. "Thg

blind sse and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,

2 &% Aand X il o 3 Y 1 g 3 . 0 3
nd tho dead are ralsed and the peor have the Gospel proclaimed o
| 1
o | S -

e r - & A 1 2 ’
The whele sentence is oriented in: 77779 yol cé’qﬁaﬂzorr—m -

The Mesoage ushers in the Mew Age, the age of CGospel proclamation,
mallng possible these signe of Hessianic fulfillment. s miracleos are

g CoacPoadd maew 5 17 . 3 nlyening
wand festations of ¥ls Hessiahshipe.

3 ; ;
Prltmann’” believes thet eﬁ’qﬁ,cﬂ l’go pac la Ghe Hew Tostanent is

A / A > -~ -
synorgmous with /r?gcweéw and simply means "proclaim," "preach." Ile
bases his argunent on the fact that the idea of "gocd news® had already

n . ., 2
Tpern of 7 in the Sepluagint and in Fhilo, and the fact Thet cryy-

534801, op. clte, pe TS
3inrrar Chapter 11,
Mgy, 1228,

3 padelf Bultmann, Theolomy of the New Testaneny, branslated by
Kondrick Grobel {How Yorks Egnr’l o8 Seribnerts sond, 195L), pe €7,




A
J"WL”/“"' ocours with 31(701 64 and El}dﬁc"ﬂww as objecta.36 The
game arguient was pesited in comeotion with T W32 in the 01d Testae
nembes!  From owr previous discussion 1t would appear that a proclamd-
tdon of "zood news® is the essential character of u}'oxﬁ edigopatc 4
ewinding a few nosslble excepbions,

It would appear, then, that the content of s#4 ire A g0 par s
esgentially pood 11:::-53.,33 It is the good news of salvation (I Cors 153
1); it de the good nows of the Zcfo‘s ew'r7e/qj (Acts 16:17), Stind
morve Important, it actually effects that salvation, in that "it is nob
nants word, bub fodts aclive, sbernal 1&'01‘:1.“39 It is an ever-presmd
power wiich brings the joy of salvation to men of &ll a7es NoWe

Unlite the rest of the Wew Teostement; the Smtistsm speai of
this “"good new? proclamation as the za}-qﬁckf’é €¢ba; of the ® pasr
Aeia 77 BesF ¢ op, ap Matthew torms it, the ¥ puar/?f"v\ T v

oﬁ'@a\ ra . A% long last the Kingdom of Ced has camabl ard it rmst be

-

36 .
“Snprar ol WL

3 ?Infra: Chapter IV,

R

330;::, Crener, Liddell & Scotl, and Thayer on £ a Firh © A "Z sl
IRittol, ope Cibes po TiEe

zl0}.'*1'. ig interesting to note that John in both the Gospel and

Epletlos omlts et«77eN soxa; and algo rypF6€4 o Fossilly
this is due to the wWihole é.émter of the Johamnine writines. "The

dranatie, c?mmie proclenation of the time of salvatlon as we find it |
in Aeifqi ed iy ?er does not fit inte the realized eschatelogy of the
Goapel £J04 (Fz'iodrioh in Kittel, EDe Eiﬁo’ e nS)Q

W, 151008,
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What is the "proclemation of the Kingdem of God?® How Coss

Christion preaching go about prociaiming the Bacideia 707 Beos 2

Preaching the Yingdem of God

(i

/ ~ - - - -
The Bae! Ae/a TOF Beo¥ , it must be remembered, is a verbal
noun, signilying "idngship" or "dingly rule® rather than "Fingdom.® nk3

& 3 e
It is an ac .a.'lv_uj oL

God in which He rules in the hearts of men as the,
Segurrected and Dxslted King,

The Hingdom of God is both present and futwre. It is both here,
and iU ls yeb o comee It i3 redlized and not yet realized. To the
wordd the Finge is nob revealed, bud to His cwn the Kingdom is a present
i‘wt.,z:"‘ There ave worldly principalities and powers under which His
owm mant nresently live. Singce He 1s above all these, there will be &
day in uhich those in whan He exercises ilis kingly rule wlll triwmph
over all evil and will compose an evaerlasting Eingdom of Highlecusness
and Pardect Pcacesw

“The cormcn 1de8 .se wnderilying all uses of the term 'Kingdom of
God? is that of the manifest and elfective asseriion of the divine

b2, 13; 8:1.

43¢, H, Dodd, The Parables of the Fingdom (1ith printing; Londcns
Nisbot & Cos Ltdes 10507, po The

Wirn, 105235 T Cor, 2:6-12,

b5pcad, ope cite, ppe 35=6. Cpe Hte 2bill; I Cor. 1522l £y B
11!15.
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sovereipmty agalnst all the evil of the world.™® The Pingdam of God
is an eifective power againet the evil and demonic kingship of Satan,
The rale of the latter is gynomymous with sin and death, while Cod's
Kingden iz gynomymous with rightecusness and 1ife.w

The Wngly rule of God enters men's hearts b proclamation. It
is through the preclamation of the /Ber cidlein 7% Beo? et men
cone Lo amerience the rule of God in thelyr hearts. Our Lord Himself
felt the compelling need %o proclalm the Kingdom of Gods "I must
praze the ¥ingdon of God ceet Lor therefore am I sent, alif fio and the
twelve "wond thwoughoul every city and village, preaching and showing
the glad tidinge of the Kingdom of God,“hg

How does the Christian preacher go aboul proclaiming the Bee(-
Ae/a Tow Beo¥7 Gan nils preachment be 2s speclacular as that of Jesus?

Can he by the L{inger of God cast oud demens? Can he meke the blind see,
L »

4

dea? hear, and the lame welk? Can he cleanse the lepers and raise
the dead?

In o spiritual sense the Christian preacher can do these things by
seeing to 1t that "the noor have the gospel preached unto thom.* DBy a
croclanation of the Crucified, Risen, and Fxalted Lord, that very Lord
Hingel? actually establishes His miraculous rule in the hearis of mem,

hGIbid-, Do S{Jo

mﬁph. 2123 Cole 13133 II Thess. 2:9; Hebe 2:1l; T Jn. 3:8; Rev. 23
A &

w[,u, lﬂhas
wl.u. B2l
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crowding out all siclmess of soul and demenic powers of ein, 50
Thue there is an intirate relasicnsiip between the Pwe/A€74
7o OBesw and the death of Christ 051 4s we have alveady indicated,
the iden present in all the cccurrences of the Pec/lela ToF Oeoir

fmplies an offoctive Yerowding cut? of the forces of evil, Chrisi's

death was just thabe-"a means of Ged's viclory over the powers of

v 0D2 s s
avilo "2 T would appear thet a preachnent of Christ Crueifled®3 msh
e a proclaiming also of the FKingdom of God, Through His death the

sk

"M‘?«l@ n of oril hasg been replaced by the ¥ingdom of Righteousnsss,
"edts onposition bo evil is chomm in the suffering of its wrst
asmailio."5? By the Resurresticon this victory is sealed, and by the
Agscemsion 1t condimues Yo be @n everwpresent realily for those who
aceent. i1 through the mediwn of Christian preaching,

Closely associated with the preaching of the ¥ingdom of God 1s the

eail to repentance, The basic reason for /4&'7‘05 rotdy Bofeyin Matthew

g

321 £ and lsl7, is nob sluply the sinfulness of men, tuat the sinfulness
of man as thrown into high relie? by the proximity of the {d.ngdaa.’s

Bepause Cod is coming and Mis glory approaching, man must do an aboute

50, Core 2:lwbe

S51nodd, gpe Gites pe T8e

S2rpa,

531 Cors 1123; 211

Sliteb, 2e1ks

55Dodd, ope Gites Pe 190

Sopeteovich on qpdesw inTttel, g git., T, TI0




3B
face, Repentance doee not cause cr compel the ceonming of the ¥ingdom,
It nmerely creates the pessibillity of sharing in the Kingdom of Tod, and
for that reason it is indispensable. The message of the Kingdom of Cod
mugt always be a messare of repenbance, and a proclemation of repentance

is always a proclamabion of the ?dngdm»g7
Proclaiming the Xing

The proclamabicn of a Ningdom would naturally imply the proclama-
tlon of a ¥ing., "Behold, Thy King cometh unto thea!"ga While Christ
aclknowiedoed the title King,gg the Yew Testament prefers to aserloe o
Him the ¥tle of ?.‘yrios,m As Kar'@w; His reign 1s in no way limited
as 1s the danain of earthly pac: A €T Sl 1t is a ¥ingdon "net
off this world,® Hls Lordship is uwidversal, IV is a Lordship not only
over naticns and neocples, bub over principalitles and pewers, over gin
and righbecusness, over 1ife and death, as a witnoss to men of tha truth
of His trlumph over Death (I Cor. 15).

The 01d Testament idea of Lord can in a sense be ascribed to Chrlst,
ginee, 1like Johweh, all authority is His in heaven and on earth. While
He rules over the whole world, He exercises His kingly rule in the hearts
of the Tew Isracl in & special way. This New Israel is constituted of

Svﬂk. 1311[.
SBHt. 21:5; gupra: 0ld Testament background,

sglqt!o 27!10

6°Jesus 18 called King in the following passagess Mbe 25:3h3 Lu.
192273 Jn. 1:h93 12:13; I Time 61153 Rev. 1Tell; 15:16,

61&1110 18 26o

.
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those who acknowledge Him ag their Lord.52

Similerly the tem Yere7sg 1s a title that implies rulershipe
ehwelils Ancinbed? in the 01d Testunent came to mean the "XHing of
Isracl.® Whlle Tawl apparently uses the word most generally as a vropey
name, yet there 1s an indication “thab some sense of the original
meaning of X e ¢ —rfﬁ survived, This is ovident by the inmterchangeabls
word order: Christ Jesus' ov 'Jesus Christ,1963

Even the title I u’u“-s s dlthough it means primerily "Savier,?
is closely assovlated with the Lordship of Christ, since "at the name
of dugus every knee showld bow and every tongue counfess that Jesus
Christ is Elv::x'fi."‘t’i'*

It ampeers, then, that whether the Christisn preacher proclaing
"depusn, ¥ "the Lond Jesus," "the Christ," *Jesus Christ," or "the Loxd
Jegus Clurist," in 21l these instonces he 1s at the same time proclaiming
the Xing and the Yingdam, because the "lord Jesus Christ" is that ¥inge
domocg ;

Jesus Christ s lord by virtue of the fact that Ho has ereated ol1
things and rales all things.*C He hes manifested His Lordshdp in thab
e has triusphed over Sin and Death and cstablished a Kingdem of

526, 2119,

“3p1an nichardson, A Theologioa, Hong Beok of the Rible (aw Yorks
The Macmillen Company, 195L)s Pe o

Sipnaa, 209411
650pes Toorster on Kyries in Kittel, op. Cis, IIT, 1007-926

“I Cors 836; Phil, 23 Xb. 28'180

T T
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Righteounness and '_f.ii'e.'ﬁ? Brary man withoud Christ is the prisouner of

Satan, snd as guch Lives under the powers of 8in and Death. By nature

gvery men de oilenated from the Xing and Mis ¥ingden of Life and

a

G

Righteougnnss,

'S

It iz often supposed that Death 1s the grim spectre whose raign

8

beging affbor the termination of a mamts earthly existence. Christian

proachery have ofben made it their purpose to "prepare" nen for "death,”

g

They often fall to realise that "Death is thet power which deminates
this our present 1:’..far‘=’59 and that their job is to bring men to ®Llile® Ly
neans of tho sroclamation of tha Lord of Life and Death.

Death, like 8in, 1z a power which is operative here and now., Withe
oult Christ the Tord a man's 1ife is "a 1ifo captive under Death, fyom
beglnnine to ond marked by Dea‘t-.h,"m bogause he 1l allienated from the
Kingdon of Lifs. "The real and despest ground of the tragedy of hamam’
1ife lies in the fact thab God's own world has become alienated {rum
fiim., It is e world aloof, and rebelilcus against Him, Therefore 4%
lies under the evil powers of Sin and Death,"1+ Death is simply
separation from God, a coparation which may take place both here and in

the hersafter,

6?!{00 11[3 90

Glgen, 21126

9Andors Wygren, The Gospol of God, tranglated by L. J. Trintorud
(Philadelphias The Westminstey Fress, €s1551)y Pe 320
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Sin i often viewed as moyal error or soeclal maladjustnment. Hinee
teanth century religlous liberalism especially, in its happy marriage
with modern psychology, saw gin as a digressicn from ethleal standards,
Fundamentalism, on the other hand; finds ain in all actions which the
Seriptures do not specifically permit by neme. For Paul and Luthsr Sin
was a power, To them Sin was not primarily sins, Sin, like Death, is
an allen power which holds man completely im its gripe It is an
enslaving power which evidences itself in sins: "He who commits gin(s),
he ig the slave of Sin.*0¢

If we view Sin as moral infracticons, then we make man the lord of
Sin. Then indeed man could "pull himself wp! from sinming by his owm
power, But if S5in is a dominating power vhich controls man's will as
well as his actions, then there is nothing a victim can do tc rescue
hinself from its grip. Such a sin-dominatad person regards evil as
good.73 In all he dosg he serves Sin, because he 1s the slave of Sin.

Since Desth and 8in so completely contrel the wills amd sctions of
those under its grip, how can thare be & deliverance from those powsrs?
Wouldn't the job of the Christian preacher appsar to be frustrating or
even useless?

Tt is true that the Christian preacher is not blind to the enormity
of his responsibility, He recogniges the rule and power of Sin, But he
knows algo that he has a nessage which supersedes the kingdon of sin
with the Fingden of God. He approaches his task with fear and also

250, 813k
po, 729425,
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with joy, reslising that through his words God's Word is drawing men
fron the povers of Gin and Death to the Hingdon of Rightecusness and

it ls this proclamation,; "The Lord of Life is here now—efor youl,”
which xust constitute the message of the Chudstlan preacher., He does
not only preach Christ Crucified, tub also Christ Nisen and Ever-
prosent, To proglainm the Crucilixion means also to proclain the
Reswrorpotlon and tho Ascension,

Whenever that Fiug e proclained, He Himself beging s rule in
nents hearis. Wherever He is preached, His Fingdon comes and works
ei‘factivc::i.yom The nroclunation of this message is on act through
whilch gsomebhing happens., It i.é: an act which continues and is never
gomplete as long as this age or asen endures."?s A1l preashing is
eschatological in that it deals with a Flngdenm which always cones just

now when 1% is pmclaimdjﬁ
e B .

S e

.?hc'j‘?o the Kingdom parables, Mt, 13:31 £4,
r’

?’215'{;3.*-331, gpe CiEe, Po U7

761‘:31{2., Pe }-59




CHAPTTR IV
A PROCLAMATION OF THR GOSPEL AND TH® WORD

We have obsaorvad in the two oreceding chapters that Christian
vreaching is the Jactuel and falthecrsating pood news of the Kingdom of
Ged. The Uew Testament oxpresses wmuch the same idea when it calls
Chrdigtion preaching the proclamation of the Cospel { b« 77 £ o) and
the Word { 2\J ?ac.'), For all nractical purpeses the proclamation of the

Eingdom, the pro¢lamation of the Gospel, and the proclamation of the

Uord avount to one and the same preachment. There is, however, a slight

Aip

diffopence in emphesis in ecach of the expressions, which we shall

Kypeveow and its conmection with

2
GUSCT7E 28 We procaet

&
w
&
&

&3‘07(7& tor amdd ?\o’gfoj e
The two lew Testanent expressions, era e ligecbac  amd wy-

ereeeiv 7o ez}qﬁ tNtor , ave practically syncnymous. Both terms

may be translated "proclaim the Gospel" or Ppublish the good nows.” And

7 A 2 e
yot there is a glight difference. The latler, wapevescelr 7o &7 4ﬁ¢'1'4"3

anpears to be a move spontancous, chethe-spot proclamabtion, emphasizing
even more than ¢oq g7tV 7geebac tho idea of proclaiming, which was
used more generally in classic Greek te preclaim good news from the
seene of actlon, while qyevéeéw was the Lawm uwsad to procluim the

victor at the bottleficld or the arena.t

Yrpiearich on nyeveew An Gorhard ¥itilel, 'Ihocl% isches
Woerterbuch zum Neusn Testament (Stuttgart: Verlag von W. Eo oy

2 3 *
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The borm  wyeveser~ 7 c}nﬁé)rar would appear, then, to te the
mare spontanecus and more forceful term. While it embodies the content

of 83'4”« £ {go/u,au s 1t seems o place sbill greater amphasis on the

active proclanation of the gl’rqﬁ{ diov o
Kneveow in Classlc Groek

The word K':le«.'rosw was employed by cuthors from Homer on to
dencte: . be a heraldy 2, make proclamation as & herald; 3. summon by
heyald; Lo proclaim as congueror; 5. proclaim, announce; 6, declare,
Yell;y To vroclaim, camand publi.c.‘;y.a

The flrst meaning, "to be a herald," seldem cocursed The vord is
usually trangitive, describing the herald's sctivity in performing his
office, It is comonly used of the herald proclaiming the victor at the
gmemi;

Sineo the duties of a herald msy dlffer, knpvécs isusedina
varioly of conterts. From the content of the herald's proclamation
Kye 64w way take on the meaning "bid," "prmni.sa?“ “order,
Yooammand, " Yinvite," In connection with the announcement of wares
ke ve o w pay mean "offer for sale® or “aucticn m‘.’f.“5 In every
eventy there is aluays implied in the basic character of the verb the

2L1ddell & Scott, A Greek-Engiish Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon
Frasgs 8 néda)a :

Jrittel, one cibes po 696
brpsa,
Srmid.
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idea thal the herald must have a strong, clear veice, for he must Teall
oul aloud,” "cry out," Paddress," "anncunce," “p'r'n‘cl‘.lﬂ.m."6

Ryeveew und its compounds ave nob the only words that describe
the duties of o herald. PFapeclally in later suthors J” Ed)ew  and
its compounds appear as synomyms of rypeFeéw .7 It appears that
K7 e Foew omme o be wabored dewm and lost much of the force of the
newn Kije r #o whleh played so important 2 role in classie Cresk. In
the ¥ow Tostament the opposite 1s true, kK7evy ocours cnly three
times, while Kypfecw appears to b revitaliged by an active, forceful

concept of Theralding,?
The Septuagimt

Nnepwetw ovoeurs thirtye-threo tlmes in the Septuacint. Having

ne exaci iobrow countsrpart, it 1z used to translate various verds of
8

Serying aloud," .2« N_?_E s

Originally K7erécw described the activity of the king's horald
and was restricted to a spoken proclamation, ILater its usage incliuded
the dissemination of & writien proclamation. This weakened the idea
originally inherant in the verb, that of "crying out,” ®calling," "proe
clainming.®

Soldom was the word used to deseribe the preaching of the prophcis.

Jonah received the command to preach to the city of Nineven (1:2)s

bnag,
TTuvid,
8Ibid., Do (‘980

Aides
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Xk & T e xel Toe e 6’7 Lo’ 51’5 N re vy "r')zv' roAiv Tir /ﬂ]‘ﬂ?]?‘
Kol m{éuz ov & abry o The content of his message was a prediction of
doos {33k}, The fact that he, iike Jersmiah (20:8), wes reluctant to
£AlfL1L the duties of his c¢all would indicate that the execution of
K Q]‘i e 6t Toak COUPrRnSe”

07 & dlifersnt nature from the message of Jonah was the preachment
in Isalah 6i:l, The prophet rsceives the commission to proclaim freedon
To whe Cantives and sight te the blind (lrzyevczm #3,‘(/114‘57’05 dpserr Kwi
Tuglely drqBAepw), By the very fach that he does it, he effects
shat whieh he proclalms,  He proclaims freedem; and the captives are
froe, mnownees "oight,® and the tlind see, His Word is a creative
power, because (od's Splrit rests in it, His Word is Ood's Word., It

doss not conmand, bub bosbows, This is the chavacter of the Hew Testa~

ment proclamation, and ie essential for an understanding of the Word of
fods

In flosea ryp vesw s used to sownd the alarm al the ensmy's
advance. A& gindlar warning signzl is given by Joel in comection with
the arpreaching "Day of the Lord," In Zephanish 3:1h rype > e 6w
recelvas a o and forceful meaning: ®Hejeice greatly, O daughier of
Ziany sheut { « 7’8"“5 }s © daughber of Jeruselem.* The warfars is
over, Uod, the Ming of Isracl, has established Hie reign of poace.n

In gmém‘l the verb in the Septuagint does not have the prominent

pﬂﬁcio, e 6990
1(}:515.9, Po 700
Vrnig,




position given 1t in the Wews %he eell %o repentance, tho anncuncement
of the Day of the Lovrd, the power of the creative Word, snd the
oroclamation of the Lowdship of Jahweh are fully realized oniy in the

Hew Tostumonte

Heow Testanent

- Y - e

The "ngllch translation, "to preach,” like the German, “predigen,®
has losh the forcs of kqevecw  which it once had, We are today
Inviined 4o think of preaching as the eloquent delivery of a learned,
hortatory, or edifying discourse. This is not the ldea inherent in
l(‘r’ee;é e w ei'g The word does not have iis origin in philesophical
teminology. It is, like éwé Mw and its cempounds, a vord of the
“e-'“-" @y of the games, of the m.rs,lg and it means oimply "tho proclas-
mation of an event,"

K r)@ﬁ‘ééw sccurs usually in the active in the New Testament, taking
a variety of drect objects. In most cases its meaning is very close %
that of z:}qﬁah "l° pac o While it doss not contein the "good nsus” idea

eu"osMaA/;a/a ac p 4t doss appesr Yo include a tons of greater i
anthority mad confidence, reminding one of Jonah and Jemninh.lh o f
word secus e have a ring of the 7appyeis ideas

The concept of ""‘Ef'l"“ in areachirg is consonmt with Uew Teostamont

thought appearing alse in contescts of proclamation whers K7 decw
W " ’?

121v4d., po 702,
1vig,, p. &7,
Ugunras  ope on LiXe

.
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does not occur. Paul, e.g., tells how he and his companions, in splte
of their bitler persecution at Philippi, "were bold to speak unto you
(the Thessalonians) the Gospel of God.™5 He asks the Ephesians to pray
for him, "that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of
the Gospel, for which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may
speak boldly, as I ought to speak. n16

Indesd tiue preaching can never be merely apologeticy it must

be authoritative, It is not defensive; it is dogmatic. It

does not_guggest a compromise; it marches to the sound of the

trampet .~

The enphasis in the New Testament usage of «yp reéw is on an
active proclaiming. This camnot be emphasized too strongly. Evidence
of such a stress ig the fact that the noun «ﬁeré s Which is so importamt
in Hellemistic Greek, occurs only three times in the New Testament.l®
Eﬂdently the New Testament wishes to make it clear that the Word is not
dependent upon the person of its proclaimer. Christlan preaching does
not extol the words and experiences of men, but it is a proclamation of
the Word and Gospel of Christ. The Word is mightier than those who
proclaim 1t.17 More important, therefore, than the v7%evy 1s the

LTI Fetcrr of the Word.zo The KvTev'f can always say with John the

!-'
151 Thess. 212,

165ph, 6:19-20.

1Tugh Thomson Kerr, Preachi in the Early Church (New Yorks
Fleming H, Revell Company, C.19L2), pps 20-1-

18ﬁttel, _02- 9_:!:20, ppo 69)4"5.
120m. 15129,
20Ki’c.‘te1, ops clte, pe 695,
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Baptlat: Wie must Inereaso, and I must decrease,”
S8imilarly, the rdlative Infrequency of the substantive mytrf]/"i
indicates that the cashesis is on the ac t‘?o‘n and cn the dynamic

charactor of i Feew o Thiso is el a:rl" trought out Yy Friedrich,

vho saye "das Verimendipen selust ist das Bntacheidonde 't

Hovertheless, Yo proclain neans Yo rreclain gomething, There must i
3
be conbent as well as action. Tob, even the content of Chrisidan i

proclamation is aluways active and alive, The Gespel and the Word, the

:}q(—ffafh ror  @ad the o'(f 0§ 5 GTE never ptatie, tut alwaeys creative

1
and effective, -
Proclaiming the Gogpel

Tn oloven ingtances the object of m,erruw s cwfifr::\ o
2 conbination vhich 4o closely synonymous with c?rocﬁ—zbcz epar o In

» / 1 ) 4 — =
farlr Ll Jesus io described as wyeveewr 70 w«”zhwf 7 beeT

ory, as nmany obther manuseriﬁs?? roads h"‘»]evﬁca wr T cz}‘qzavclbﬂv"
THS Pacidefay 7V feoF o Pibher peading denotes ane and the
same proclambion. Josus llmsell ls the Fingdom, and in His Word i%
bocones 2 realily. The message which He proclaims is thersfore the
massage of Himsalfe’> Thus the question whether ’Iy¢o¥ ye/c7¢¥ in
Marlc 131 i a subjective or objective genitive is immaterial, fHe iz both
the Proclainer of the Xingdon and the Proclaimed.

a’?ﬂtt@l, O g&., e 702"30
20ine sradition D pat 1ate
Bortodrich on ebagphidr  in Kibtel, gpe Sk, 1T, 126,
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Preaching the Gespel of God is thon a proclumation of the Kingdon
of Cod; since through the proclalzing of the (Gospel Chwlst establishes
His dngly »ule in the heavts of men. The Gospel is an active power
iy

”
which effects the Tingdome®

Tike the pwxc/lein 707 oy 4 the ft’rdﬁrjﬂraf ic closely

D

g
b

linked with ¢w790/a o I% 13 the power of God wibo salvation,"2

§

aboiishing death and bringing "life and lmmortalily to 113}13"‘27‘ It
calls those whon Jod has chosen %o salvation "from the hegiming-."?ﬁ

Preaching the Gospal is synongymous with preaching Chwrist, "Should
cue desirs to zun up the content of the Gospel with one short word, i
would bet Jesns the Christ.?® A1) theb was ssid in Cuepter Three
concerning ¢ ﬁqi(«f el ITZ ecbar 7or Xe’é rov would thereiore apply
nere el nood not e repeaied

Paul often speais of the ‘J'“(ﬁ Edror TV yeteToF b
Friedrich seys thet the avgwent as bo whether the 7o jerc7or 18
objective or subjechive genitive is uncallied for, Yo Panl "Chrish was

th the (bject as well ae the Author of the proclamation--Author in His

e 11166

25?ittal, ope Clbey pe 7290
26‘:‘1::;!. 1318,

2711 Tim, 110,

2817 Thesse 20i3bwlle

Prittel, gps edbes pe 7280 _

Fem, 15519, 20, 295 I Core 9:12, 183 II Cor. 20123 93133 1011y
Gal, 1e¥y Philip, 1:27; I Thesse 312
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earthly appeevances (Rame, 16:25), and as the Bxalited One (Rom, 15:18;
I Cor. S1203 IT Cor. 13:3)¢"3% The Gospel of Christ can therefore mean
"the Gospel vhich Chrlst lmperis,® “the Gospel concerning Christ," emd
®ghe Cospel vwhich is Christ?

The Goapel is not only words about Christ, It is not merely the
narration of the hlstorical facts of His 1ife, death, and resurrection,
ur Cospel did not cone to you in word alons, Lut in power amd in the
Holy s'fx".:«::t'bfﬁ? Alwaye accompanled by the Holy Spiﬁ.t,” the preaching
of the Cospel is nob man's word, but is the “demonstration of the Spirdd
and pm:-a:."q'-‘j&

1f Gospel proaghing is gynomymous with "preeching Christ,” then 1%
will also be a proclametion of frecdon from the powers of Sin and Death
whdch Tl has conquercds3® The preaciing of the Gospel actually effects
that freedoms

Godls act in Christ was a mighty act directed against the powers

(sin =03 death) which hold cur lives in thraldom. Cod begins and

complaetes s mighty act for cur splvation when He has the Cospel,
whig‘g 1ls simply the news of His act ian Christ, preclaimed awong
L

Paul on ogcasion teras his Gospel preachment Pmy Gospel® or "ouy

Axiseel, Do Cites Pe 7264

32 Thess, 119,

Brx, 110y Bph. 1413,

3l Core 2the

35_12{5: on 'sh;ﬂs)/:;sﬁém 7or ;rglera’r', 111, 35 £f,

rs Nygren of God, tr. by L. J. Trinterud
(Hﬁladelphias saﬁ’d.%e% , Ps 55
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Goupel.” Thie dces not indlcate that he presched a Gospel differvent
fran that of the other apostles, For Paul there is only one Gospel-3?
He cells it "my Gospel® because, as an apostle, he has been entrusted
with what he repards & "precious tm&am'eo“w

Since the epression «7ze recsim w"ajﬁs’r}mw is so closely
gynonymous with the word e« Mg_) {7ec B¢ 5 which was discussed in
Chapter Three, we shall aveld repeotition and turn instead to the phrase

lﬁmvfﬁéstr Tor Ro’ﬁo./ &
Proclatming the Wond

Saint Pavils exhortation to Timothy, h‘q’ev'éaﬂ 707 ho}ar’ » has
boen employed censistently through the centuries to describe the duty of
Christisn preachers, There have been times when the injunction has been
weakened or abused because of an inndeguate understanding mob only of
Kneveeerr 5 b of the 2 o’] v5 o The new Luther research hes brought
about a serious stady of the Word, its neturc and power, ond its rolaw
tion to the Seriptures. Much ressins to be done, especially on the part
of f.utharsm thedlogians. '

Ths 36’705 which is to be proclaimed is qualified in John lilwh
as the 26 7oF Beo7 5 a8 the power that gives life to the worlds
TIn the begimning wes the wordeseeln Him was life; and the life was the
light of men,"

It wae through the devills comnivance that the world rebeilled

3aa1, 11265 cps I Core 15s
33“1‘51391, ope Gltey o T3le
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agalnst God's Word and separated itself from Him, In the course of
timo, therefore, God sent His Word to men again--this time in the
Neoshesto bridre the gap between (od and man, Christ is the Living
Word Who effects that reconciliaticn in His person and ilis message.

The message brouzht by the Divine Logos is, according to the
Gospel of John, an elfective power whichs 1. brings people to faith in
itaeli';” 2, produces discipleship and gives a lmowledge of truthsm
3, purifiess’t l, effects fresdom and eternal life,’?

While the pevpomal ojeq of John is not identical wiih the MZ’ §
of I Timothy, veb the preaching of the Word, as Paul waderstood it,
always included the preachment of the personal Ae’f o¢ of dohne InII
Corinthlens 1318«20 he emphesizes that the apostelic word, since it
presches Christ, 45 a preschment of God's Yea. In Him all the promises
of Ged are yea, The Clurdstlan preacher; in that he proclaims the "Yeaw
Word" of fod is & "yes-man" in a good sense of the term.

The Word walch testifies to the Living Word is also 2 living Word,
Kot only His immediabe words, but the Word ot‘ Seripture and the Word of
the Churehts proclamation ere e living Word, since they testify of
Hime3 They, too, are encrgized with falth-cresting, life-bestowing
power, Wherever and whensver the Word #speaks® to man through the

3 gobn 39, L.
huJahn 8:31.
I““‘Jt:l:u': 1533,
427000 80315 Broly 20030

1350t 5:39-40; 20831

e N e e
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printed or speken Word, there follows freedom and 1ife.

Every preachment of the Word is accampanied by the witness of the
Holy Spixit, Who bears witness %o the Incarnate Word™! Every proclae
mebian of the Word is not in the words of men, ut "in the words which
the Holy Ghost teacheth,"® Whenever Christien preachers refuse to
preach the Word, the Holy Spledt is thwarted and His offeotiveness
milliPied. He operates only through the Word.

Froclalming Lew and Gospel

Preaching the Word ls often called a preachment of Lew and Cospel,
Whether the dpferopiw of TI Tim, 2315 refers to such & division is to
be debated. The New Testament does nob geparabe Law and CGospels IR
rather distinpuishes between the two, Yo divide Law and Gospel is dise
astrous. Tven na the proclamstion of the Kingdom is accompanied by the
proclamation of /uc-ré rora ,.-!'6 so the Taw must always accompany the
proclamation of the Gospele

The Lay and Cospel must be distinguished, not separated. Comver-
gion does not consigh in this, that a man first repents and later
believes, The two ere simvltenecus, As soon es the Law conderms, the
Gospel saves, The Law 4n no wey beewnss the cause of the GCospel., I
merely ailows the Gospel to be proclained,

The temm ) o7+ dn itaelf does not necessarily include the Lawe

Miyonn 185265 IT Time 31166
X7 cor, 2113
!ﬁs%ﬁ IIi, 35,
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Thie is evidenced by such expressions ass Word of Life, Word of
rightecvsnass, Word of sdlvation, Only the Gospel cen effect 1ife,
righteousnaos, and salvation, Thus Word i at times synomymous with
Gospel in the Mow Testament, It camiot be deduced, however, that Word
and Gospel. are alvays SyNONymous,

it is still gorrect to sy that Word is composed of lLaw and
Gospel, with the latbter having the predeinance. The Law is always in
the service of the Uospel. While the latter is “the end of tho Law
wnto :'.!.ghtemmmss,”l‘? 1% does no® suspend the funetion of the Law,
Han cennot withdraw himgelf from the dseipline or accusation of the
Law.

But when the Coopel acquits man in Jesus Christ from tho acoue

sation of the Taw, it gives him precisely in his dally life, in

hie earthiy vocation, within the ordinances of the Law, the

pessibliliity of serving God with a good conscience, while he

gmte.f‘tﬂl;r trusts in the forgiveness of his sins, and _or freely 18

serving his neighbor as the Law requires of him and of his life,

The motiveblon for the Christian 1ife and the Laweabiding life is
always the Cospele The Law only accuses, It cennot create falth and
righteousness., "3y the deeds of the Law shall mo flesh be justified,s!d
Christian preashing does not appeal to the Law to promote Christian
living, Christian proclaiming does not say: “Christ has donej there-

fore you must do.," It says rathers UChrist has dones therefore you

mﬁm. 10: L,

UBpye Gommission on Thealogy for the Luthersn World Federation,
"The Living Word and the Responsibility of the Church,® The Lutheran

Quarterly; IV, 1, 10,
wﬂ@o 3120,
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ars doinge” The Chrietlants "doing® results fram faith in the Phas
done" of Chyist. For that reasun the Christian imperatives, necessary
because of the old mang® must always be organically joined tc the
indicative of the new 1ife,. ?(

The dmpertance of the proper distinctlon between Law and Gospel
has been ewphasised by the repord of the Comalsslon on Theology for the
Tutheran ‘ifoz‘.‘?;s??. Foderation which will meet in fannover in July, 1952,
The Commission pointy oud that the line of demarcation between dencuie
natlonal divisions in the Chuwrch depends upon the proper distinction
batwean the union of Lew and Gospels If the Cospel 1s treated legalw
isticelly, se as to become a "new' Lew, or if the Law is isclated frem
the Gospel and reduced to a seb of moral ov political prepositlons,
Rthe resull 1o lawleseness. oo _ , :

Tt is only vhon this nystery (of the incarnation of the Word) ias

worshinped and in consequonee Gospel and Law properly united ad

distinguished, that there exists the possibility of combining
obedience and liberty, sbendfastness in the confession of the
eno foith and indefoligablencss in the forbearing and forgiving
of %he meny brethren, Only thus can the divisien of the Church
bo healed..

Tt would appear, then, that the Gospel and the Word are always
active and effoctive powers vherever they ave heralded. While their
content is the factual news of Christ (epe Chapler II), it is never
statie. It consistently creates and strengthens faith in $he indi~
vidusl's heard, ap Luther says: "Das Word ist eine goettliche und ewige

Dgoemiseion on Theology for the Lutheran World Federation, op.
21.}.*0 Pe 1le

Prg,
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Xraft wd wind in Hergen lobendig,"®2 It is the means "dadurch der
Claube ing Hewz komnt und ohne dasselbe Hiemand glauben kama.”s 3

FBartin Tather's Saesmbliche Harks, edited ty br. J. K. Loaischer
(FrankfiEt fo e wa hriangen: veriag von Heyder & Zimmer, 1857),
XXV, 300

531pig,, XLIT, 2k £,
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CHAPITR V
4 PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS AND LIFR

To complete our study of the 37/ «’:Mw compounds we shall in this
chapter consider é'imii ) Ny ‘;"‘”W‘l»‘“" oﬂqﬁ-iﬂf\w » HATAZY AN g
ETMN«J Adw , The remaining Verbs,‘ 1‘!"3’67 .:/AAw and p¢ xdv’mﬁvz-e’/\hw
ccour infrequently end are relatively unimportant,

After the word studies of the four verbs mentioned, we shall
briefly study their comection with twe importent cancepts, q’?'/d €61
TS a‘{/u{(i?"/ T and 7 w=j  » We are endeavoring to show that

Christian preaching ie the proclamation ¢f forgiveness and life.
Classical Greek

Of the qddﬂkw compounds a'rmifz,\)\w and 4rq]iehr\u> are
nost closely synomymous. The two are often used 1ntarchangeab1y. In
Attie Cresk hra W:’h w ig the more frequent, while the nom-Attic
Kolne writings, like the Septuagint and New Testament,prefer H=
a 7t £ANw 2

Poth verbs are nsed in the sense of "proclaiming" in connecticn |
with a king's proclamation or the announcensnt of an mbsssadorwmumcio,”

They are both used alsc in a more colorless character in epistolary

lgchniewind an 444 ¢AAw  4n Gerhard Rittel, Theologisches
Woerterbuch sun Neuen ﬂ (Stuttgart:s Verlag von W. »

2 *» *
®INd., p. 6o
JIEdo’ Pe 61’ 6’4;
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style for the "rclating® of nows, when thay becsme almost syncnymous
with elmeT~ ni‘

In 2 religioun sense &frrqﬁe’/ﬂw was uged: 1, to announce a
favovalle Yime bo wage wary 2. to characterize the occupation of
Hamess 3. to report the onteoms of ¢wrye/s -dlspensing sacrifices;

Yo by Fptetotus to describe his mission to menkind.® The word

ara 1t e)dw recelves o religious tone in Aeschylus. In ons instance the
herald proclains the merltorious worth of 7 €@ er T &l y 2 harthﬁmss
which earng the salvation of the c:i‘?s:foé

The term diq é‘(f f M w 5 sppearing seldam in Hellenlsn, beloungs in
the same claze with mw-.;\ﬁé,\w and cz?asﬁzth/;a/udt s since it
has & were festive and fovveful ringe It eppears in connection with an
important wer proclamation and festive proclametions of the 'Ekaperor,7
In both Philo and Josephws it is practically synonymous with o =
JE A !Z opor and sppears to be cloéely asgociabed with fh;’(v;/w and
Ad 7' R

mmﬁ ENw  is usged for offielal veports and court proceedinzs,
In & religicus sense it demotes proclanation of sacred games and feasts,
instead of the ususl E’Vﬁfle)/)bﬂﬂ( « It is also used tc proclaim the

Lordship of the Pmperor in place of cr}aﬂ»sf\ "Z o pal and  d/-
brvia,
SI'htid., Pe ého
611'.&6., De 61-

TIbid.’ pt 66.

*mua,

%
3
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477 £3w o Phile anploys 1t in a philesophico-religicus sense:
evdeiar cog ’/0"5 f(o:frar”«elﬂ omj_lo

"Emﬁém\w is found in Groek writings from Hemer in the sense
of "inforn,® "neke known,® "amnounce.? It 1s used to announce a way or
to take comand of en army. In Judiclal language it was eaployed to
amewmee a complaint or an informerts re;-sort.u Very often the word
moant: "bo give nobice to do sometning,” "o promise,” "to p‘ledge."u
There is only one reference to 2 proamising on the part of a gods The
referance iz always to promlses of men for a ggoc:‘l-.l3 The religicus meane

ing Lo wsually ineluded in n’fmﬁe/\f’g o At -11‘

Septuaging

In the Seplusgind a?mwéhw and J.rowe’a/}w are both ussd to
tranglate T} 51 , svidencing the close similarity in meaning hetween
them > Both teme are used of God!s mroclamation. "He speaks
righteousness and announces truth® (I, 42:9; 61205 ete.). The felse
gods do not have this power (hhi7). God's message often comes to Israel
through His prophets (Ise 5311 £y Jer, 161103 Is. 214103 Hic. 6183 Ias

9_32_‘@._:}_., po 684
0704,

Bnig,, 11, 573,
12}1&_@., Do SThe
131_732_(1-, Pe 575
Uirpia,

Vrma., 1, &
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58). His message iy directed to the peoples (Is. 213; 12155 Jer. 26:
Ly 27:2; Is. 52015; Amos 4:13), and includes the Gentiles (Ps. 95133
Is. h2:12). Both terms are also used in the Psalms in comnection with
worship, where there iv proclaimed God's: 1o Jdiwwi s ¢ y’m7 (Ps.
2133 £3 70038); A+ Jera (291205 6B:2); EWQZA (63:10; 10ks1);
€N e o (9143); ocvoma (101122)3 afVec s (502175 T7:L); b rap
(Wial)s  Sixdosrc pel (3988)3  Davpme rd (10017

The dli‘i‘m?a;me' betweon Hellenistie and 01ld Testament proclamations
Hellemianm proclains nore generally the individual mighty deeds
(Machttaten] end the virtuss of their gods, while the Jr« 7/ (ddw  of
Judalsm, espestally in the Pssims, is not wainly miracle news, but the
reviewing of a long "Ootiesgeschichte® which has manifested itself in
Godls Jcm-uoa,u‘rq) ¥ q?/)oyléfrak s Oarpaerd g ?’)eaj -
Yo o M |

The word Jmﬁ,é J)«w is used in the Septuagint nine times, always
in 2 weligions conbeber! In Lev, 25t9 it is used to proclain the
sabbatical years in Joshe 6110 the people are commended by Joshua to
remain sllent wnbil ho bids ( JiaggEddy  for T7Y 55 ) them shoub.
The might of Jehovah is proclaimed before the whole wordd (Ex. 9316
dicren 075 (Pharach), "thet T may chow ny power,  ka¢ ST
di qiielﬁ +o Sropd pov br 7de 77 7—,? o Also used in this sense
in 1T Maceabees (1335 3:31).2% In Peaim 59513 we reads Jiazse 17 -

161&&., De 629
17%-; De 67

Prua,
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Z \ o [4
GO P TAI VP TENELAl .. .  Kal Z.rw'gyr-rw PiCal 0

s ,‘5 oV Lu mﬁ/z Jcﬁwéel vior wzfofrwrﬁj /o}j « A most significent
example &5 Fs. 27 J, «hrs’l\)wv’ 76 e TR ek KoV,
K‘z}e/o} cTwer 77@55 pe by aj psv £ loF erdl .
Thers is in thds, saye Friedrich, a linguistic paraliel to the emperore
worship of Hellemistic ciugpehyze Ba o Jehovah's mighty rule end the
enthvonement of the Messiah is solemnly pz‘oclaimed.lg

K ot ‘.;..;{-.Z A w does not occur in the Jeptusgint. dJosephus uses
1t as symomymous with 4wa 7 ]&' Vo pea to denote the "pramise® of God
throagh Abpabam and $he propheta.m It is interesting to noite that the
fpronise® ldsa i not found in eavly Hellenlsa, but is found first in
Judaiem, 2L

Wko raTagziAdw Wagpé Mopear is insignificent in the
0ld Testanent, In the few places where it doss occur, it has no value

for an wnderstending of the Wew Testament use ol the term, 22
Wew Testanent

’A-rrnWEMw ocenrs thirty-nine times in the New Testament,
thirteen of which are instances of profam‘ usage., Of thess thirty-nine

instances, twenty-five are to be found in the Lucan wri'bizx;s.za Perhaps

Wiiaa,

- D14, p, 6.
D rvid,
21144, 11, 575
Prua., 1, 5.
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for stylistd I 2 £y e, 2h
for gtylistie ressons Luke prefors dra 71 NN, A€ 7 e, yhich

may acccunt for ity froquent sppearance. The related word dva Mé),\w

ig used, profenasly, ornly throe bimes and is practically synenymous with
/
&qrg;z a b) h Wy

The W verbs are uvsed in cormection with mirscle and resurreotdon

reports, and aposhelic ropords of Godfs accomplishments through Ris
eapast‘i:asugg The contest of the prociamation is & crm dporTa 4
/gcv-o(ruos 3 quré,flj s bhe whole ﬁurr)l-»i of God. Here the anglogy %
the D14 Testament usage la cle&mst.zg
On cccamion Ghe words denote Godls proclamation %in the narrowest
sense,"?! a5 in Aots 95:20: o7y Elrecty &ara,'ﬁmw perTarodiv ]
wal Lmisrpdgen iml rov Ociv (op. 20120 £, where dvagsiliw 18 ]
synonymous with J0 Jofzou mmd cfm/u«ev‘viouém). In I Johm 112, 3 is
the most rregnant exmmples ¢ fdomwev Kl dK7 "olﬂ/'ﬂ"-uu ‘?"’GZJ £4-
Dopev Kt Frii
The usage of Rraﬁe’«\:\ul in Aets 19118 stands by itsel? as "cone
fession of slas™ fgopodogedperot el J?dﬁz’“arﬂj 5 "”f"i'?‘ﬂ
Av7@r (ep. Ts, 53125 Ps, 51:17)s
In John (I Johin 1e%) & mzrie':\:\cu ja tho werb which proclaims the

visitle and audible M’JOS 7"7?'5 gwﬁ's » thuos beconing ¢logely Synonymous

Sppig,

25}}33_.&“ op. 83eliy 650
%I}*ig., De O30
Mrrid,, . 65,
zalma,. pe 63e



& hy

63
Vith poprv@dw o The word is also used to designate the spesldng
of the Paraclote whe leads "into all truth® and proclaims the things to
come (John 16313+15) 450

Ag God's Servaub and Messenger waT7’d 70 /rofr Jesus announces
(&waz;slﬁ } Judgmesd to the natlons (Mt. 12:18) and His Pather's
name to His brethren (Heb. 2:12), What the Holy Spivit recelves from
iim, Ho annouwnces Lo the diseiples (Johm 16:1L £). Jesus tells His
disciples that the hour is coming when He shall not speak in parables,
bat *I will aennounce (“2‘”“?‘ A2 ) openly concerning the Father”
(16s25), ;

The verb d’/q?/ A is relatively unimportant in the New Testa=
ment, It 4o umed In Acts 21:26 in comection with liturgical addreas
in the temple, vhere Fawl declares to the priests his intention to free
four Wameritos from their vow by paying the expenses involved, In Luke
9180 it is vsed in connectlon with Ba¢ide 707 HeoF , in plece of
the more usual zfro;ﬁs A ".7, VLT ff'";w /‘euf) ciar TiF BesT o
perhaps for enphasis and aleo to denote the "diffusion” (Godet) of the
Elngdom, _

mnﬁé VAo occars six times in Paul, cleven times in Acts.)?
The meaning “bo nromise" is rare. Only Acts 312l eould be so regardeds
quﬁyfglhar "’“5 ’5/”’?“5 'mu{Taj o This idea iz fournd rather in

Pr14,
g,
A1bid., p. 676
32}2}_@., Po 890




T3

é2

e KaTart £ Nw {acts 31185 7152), The prophats are regarded there
as heralds, (8T el 0 23

The word is often nsarly synorgmous with xyeveéw amd £io ifﬁ)-
t'z dpeot in the plages wlhere it has as objectss Morr—'ra'l’ {Pndl. 1173
Col. 1s28)3 gz}qiji,-\,or(l Core Qell)y  7ov /]5]014" TIF Do
(Aets 13253 17313); 7ov Kupar (15:36) 3

K rroxﬁ’m\a\w always denotes the announcement of an event., It is
never instruction by means of planned formulations, It is always
"migeion Language,"S® In Aets Lt? sn announcement (Kdroxﬁ&'))\ e}
is made of the resurrection of the dead in Jesus, The forwmer hope of
the 4vas TRGls VERSD hag ¥in Jesus® bocome a reality and is now
‘prwlaﬁ.mc&,“% Similerly in Paul's sermon to the Jews at Thessalonica
(17:3) the hope of the Meselah is Aifilled in the "name” Jesus. In
Paulls sermen to the Centiles {17:23) he declarss to them vhat ( o
they had worshipped in 4 7 roi4 @3 the unknown God

Interesting is the use of the verb in I Corinthians 11326: 7 o
Oavaror 74¥ xuplor Ha mjlgl),\cre {Indicative), In word and action the
death of the Lord is belng proclaimed. The celebration of the sacrament
is 2 falthecresting proclamabions

An example of Christian "Geneindesprache” is Romans 1edr o /&7
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:,/w;r K Td 7 EMerar ir Qo @ Kdepi o A8 in other s,‘(., el-
compounds, K«Tagse) )  gignifies the proclaimed work of Gods While
K47 E)he s nobt "doctrinsl? presentation (in an intellectusl
sense) of Christian "eontent,? yot it includes the paradosis concerning
ths Lord Jesus (I Core 11323); and 15 closely linked wdth verde7elr
and J{.JdAe e~ {Cole 132B),

This reveals a besie Hew Tesbanent conception: doctrine and

transmission are both included in the Word which proclaims the

¥yrios Christos;y it must be in conformity with iis inherent
nsturs, since 1t proclaeims the one and only, "historical® Reality
which is Jesvs, and inecludes thereby doctrine, exhortation, and
t.rwzuﬁ_.f"‘.m. Bub thig :’:..'is‘l:.'.t.*az:t:ton becoaes part gﬁ the cachata=
logical=dramatic charseter of the "proclamation,™ :

Eora 1 £ o« plays an important role, especially through
its related noun, c’vrqﬁfe Ai'a 5 in Peul and in Hebrews, where it
occurs nearly siwsys in the sense of "promise," the Old Testamerd
comberpart of the zb’«dﬁz’) 0v o A1l the promises of God ave fule
£illed in the coming of Ciwist., In Him ave realized the promises ofy
Kx>po o ix (Rem, hel3; Gal, 3:18); w7 {(Gal, 3t21; Rom, U3
s Jixaioe Fen (Gal, 32)y 77 reFpa {Gal. 3:1L; Zph. 1113);
vfo Becra  (Gal, he22 ££).37 He is the yes to all the promises of
God (II Cors 1:20)a

Paul makes 1t cloar thal the nromises of God can become & realily
only when ihey ave freed from the law snd all human striving. The
premise of Abwahm did not oome through the Law, but through the

rightecusness of faith (Rem. he13)s The Law negates the wasige, The

BBIMdo s De n.

R ettt

M1vid., T, 57782
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Book of Hobrews lays emphasis wpon the falfillment of promise as the

motivation for faith in lod and loyalty %o the Christian confession.
Parthegmore, throwh the Dulfillment of the promises in Christ there is
effected that which the ¢ld Ja ﬂa; k> eould not achieve, namely, the

’ . o y &
Forgivensss of sing {Heb. 9915). & 4
Prociaining Forgiveness of Sins

Pauly, in hils sermon ab Antioch {Acts 13:38), says: "Be it known
wito you t‘a’-ze:.%;a.{’cm » men and Wwethreny that through this man is preached
{ xq ez {0 e 74 ) umto you the forgiveness of sins.? Friedrich says
that in the »voclamation of the forgiveness of sins the highest 01d
5

Tegtanent axpectation has been falfilled, 28 evidenced by such passe
ages as Acts 1ild:  ¥To Him give all the prophets witness, that through
hig name whoseover believeth in flm shell receive remission of sing,®
The J¢¢ s TEV a(;/u apTewr de;:mds upon /u*m’raia ?
imwalving a chenge of mind and mterxbion.u In Mark la:h and Acts 2:38
the baptlsn of repentance insures the forgivencss of einge Thus forw
Blveness of ains & closely essociated with the preaching of the Kingdam,
aince Fsﬂ'ai/rale\ A the P )eln TOV Besir can never be
separetod,

It is preciaiming Jesus which effects forgiveness (Acte 13:38; Eph,

Y,

h];‘h__i'go' I; 700

Msmm on ;%vemsa in Alan Richardsom, Theofglcal Word-Book

%%M{HW e Haemillan Companys 1

Bsupray 111, 3 £0
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1s7; Cols L1ll). In His "name" men receive forgiveness of sins (Acts
10:43; Tk. 2hsh7y ¥ dn. 2:12). To refuse to preach the death (Mt. 26:
28) and reswrrection (Acts 13) of Christ is to demy to men the forgive
ness of thelr zins. ‘

The words ¢$ce/s and ag/7u: ave used predeminantly by the
Gospels and Acts,i‘}*‘ which we found to be true also of t-ha' Paer) eia
TV 9“;3‘5 Panl mrefers the terms )fd,fls vor Beo  apd J,,(qfocu'-irq
27 Beo% SO and Christ as m}ero5 ¢ ‘

For Paul the idea of forgivensss is inveolved in his term !justifi-

WEth & man coming 10t the HgHt MMM AU BRIILI L

To gireclaim forgivensas of sins the Clristian preacher must lnow
what sing are., According to Paul sins are the transgressions of the
Law which result from the condition of being separate frrom God (I Caore
1147) and His glory (Ramo 3123) == a condition known as Sin and Death,
Thie condition is universsl (Rom, 3:9~18) and completely enslaves man
(Rome 6:17, 20; 7s1k; 23).20

The fach that Christ in His mivacles accomplishes physical healing
in eonjunciion with the forgiving of sins in no way gives us warrant to
label sing as mere imporfections, They are always "demonic” offenses
egainst God, no matter how swall (Rem. 1118 £f3 218),

m‘mchardson, ops lbey po 866

hsm: Chapter 111,

MCP- Bultmann on o’(/¢£415 in Kittel, ops gites I, 509
!'?Richm\dson, ops cite, Pe 86,

wmr_gs Iv, 38 2,
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We must not :_;rj.eld te the wishes of these who want us to 88 ees

that Jegus Christ heals cur imperfections, whereas Bible

spoaks of ills bringing the divine remission of sins.

To proglaln the forgiveness of sins involves the preaching of the
Law; since "through the Law cometh the knowledge of sin® (Rom. 3:20).
#"To racognize that tho Law is holy, just, and goocd is to recognize that
men ave slnful by the fach of their actual trespasses (7apdwre R
Rom. 51203 Gal, $11) and transgressions ( Tap a’/&aazs » Rom, 21233
h:15; Gal. 3:19)&’56

The proclasation of the forgiveness of sing is the proclamation of
the Gospel (Th. 24:27), since it is through the death and resurrsction
of Christ that we huve forglvencss., "He was delivered for our cffences,
and was raised again for our juetification® (Rem. 4225). It proclaims
"freedon” to the capbives and the "good news® that "Christ died for cur
gins® (I Cor, 15:3; Hom. 4125; Gal, 1:li)e To deny Christians the Cospel
is to deny them the forgiveness of sins (Aets 13:38).

Te prociadm the forgiveness of sing is to proclaim peace, "Now
that we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Chyigt® (Bome 5t1). God's peace is more t.ha.n*a state of mind
characterized by quiot and exalted reposs, It is the "mighly reality"

that by the forgiveness of sins we are at ons with God. ot

Wotto Piper, "octrine md Preaching, %m_ﬂ in Preaching,
(Philadelphias Muhlenberg Prees, €.1942); pe Ole

Soﬁrwatene on 8in in Richardsen, op. Cite Pe 229

v .
Anders ren, The Gos 1ofGod,tr.byL.J.Tr.lntemd
(mmphimw%he ;fezéim Fross, €s1951); Pps 12-13e
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The proclamation of God's peuce...is in itself the true and

proper Gospeleproclanatiofes o preach Hin and to proclaim

c}ad'snpsace arehone end the same...Christ Himself is our peace.

ey G s S R S SR

Since Christ has overcoms the world, His peace of forgiveness is
above any peace that the world gives {John 14127). The pesce that God
proclaims thwrough the Christian preacher is that peace which passes all
understanding; that peage *in which our lives as Christians, in all

their totality, are seb, 153
Proclaiming Life

To proclain forgivensss of sins is to proclaim life. The Kingdom
of Iife in Christ replaces the ingdom of Sin and Death, U

In several places ij is ccmnected with Eﬂ‘qﬁt' Aho fac o God's
pramises includes 7ov c7igaror 775 gw7s  (James 1112); being
K2 '7evwa'/»dvt§ o /an)t/o‘;(ﬂﬁ); «rzir Zodr v atdvior (1 dne
2125)s In several places God's premise is the ?Mﬁs)f:\ 7e7s (2
Tim, l:8; T Time 1:1l)e In Remans L and Galations 3 Paul comects the
promises of Abrahem with the premise of 11!0-55

Tn a1l these relerences God's promise is unot of & "future world,”

but of an "{eternal) 1ife,” which begins here and nw.ss °I am come

52714,
ssxhid., Da ng

g upras 111, 32 £f,

55!!1‘!;1}01, ﬂo 21_2’,‘ II, 5".

g,




68
that they might have 1ife and might have it abundantiy® (John 10110).
"He that believeth on the Son hath ebernal 1ife® (Johm Liih).

While eternal life begins here, at the moment when a man comes to
falth in Christ, 1t will be perfected in the 1ife hereafter, So Paul
expresses "a desire Yo depart; and to be with Christ; which 1s far
better” (Phil. 1323), He hopes for a day "when Christ, Who is our Life,
ghall appear” {Col. 3:L).

Tternal 1ife is dependant upon faith in Christ and His name (Johm
31155 31363 6Ly T Tim, 12165 I JIne 5:12). Unbellef is the "state of
death even 1n 1ife.">! Christ is our Life (Jdn, 111255 1h:6). “For me
to live is Christ® (Fhil, 23%l)s "In Him we live and move and have our
belng® (Acte 173283 cpo Roe 1lie8).

Men are twought to faith and 1ife through the proclamation of the
Word, which is Jesus, "Whal we have heard, what we have seen, what we
have beheld and our hands have handled concerning the Word of 1ife,e.e.
we have declared ( 47az s €)X 0 e v) unbo you that etornal life.* It
is He, the Bread of Iifs (Jn. 6:35) and the m Water, Who alone has
‘"the words of eternal 1ife" (John 6168), "The words that I speak unto
¥oussothey are life? (John 6:63). "He who hears My word, has 1ife
Sternal® (Johm 5:2h), |

Proclaiming 1ife is therefors a proclanation of the Word.”® It is
al8o a proclamstion of the Kingdom of God, since the proclamation of
life destroys the powers of Sin and Death and inaugurates God's Kingdom

STtaylor on Life in Richardson, gp. Sites Pe 128
58_3\1!?_2‘21 Chapter IV,
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g
of Righteousness and Life,” 4 Proclaiming 1ife is a proclamation of

Jesus Christ, since le alone is 120,50 It 15 also a proclamation of
the Gospel, since the Gospel is simply the "good news" of Jesus IChr.Lst,
His death, reswrrectiony and ever-presert 1i.fe.61
8inge the proclamation of 1ife actually effecte that life, the
Christion preacher camnot fail to neglect i%s preachment, To refuse to
preach the life in Him is to deny that 1ife to people. Through the
Christian proacher the Living God (Mt 161165 Hebr, 3:12; 9:1k; 10:313

12:22) would bwing to mon His forgivensss and 1ife (I John 5:11-13),

From our study of the 4y ! £)- compounds it would seem that the
enphasis throughout the aposiclic preachment is wpon the plain proce
lamation of an svent, The terinclogy used to describe the apostoliec
preachment ic the same ag that used by Greek Classicism and the
Septuagint in comnection with war proclamations, the divine announce-
ments of rulers and gods, and the exeiting news of games and feasts.

The d74c )- werbs in the Hew Testamsnt do not deseribe didactic
-dissertations. To preach means to proclaim, to shout cut a message—~the
message that in Christ God's promises are fulfilled. In Him God's Word
and Gospol offers forgivensss and 1ife. For everyone who believes that
news of the promise fulfillmeat, full forgivencss and life become a real
and sternal possessions

59, t Chapter 11X,

s Chapter IV,




CHAYTIR VI
Wi THSTAMERT PROACHING AND PARACHING TODAY
4o Hew Testament Preaching

On the basis of the word studies of d77¢11w end it ecmpounds
and n7neveed dn the preceding chapbers, we shall attempt to formulate
our cenclusions &3 to the purpose and character of apostolic preaching.
These conclusions mist of necessity be limited, since our word studies
were confined to bub several of the thirty-odd verbs used in tho Hew

Testament to descrlbe the preaching of the early Church,
An Active Proclamation

In the first place the erphasis in the New Testament is on an
sctive, spontensous proclamation. We found that the o?”zh- verbs and
K?;e'f"ébw are words of the street, the people, the rulers, the wars,
the games., They do not owe their origin to the philosopher or the
mystic, Consistently they are employed to proclaim simply and directly
a message of fact, with the emphasis on an active proclaiming rather
than on that which is proclaimed.

A Proclamation of Fact

 While the Hew Testament atrongly emphasizes the idea of proclaiming,
Yot there must be coutent to such proclalminge To proclaim means %o
proclaim something, We found that something to be & proclamation of

fact, The content of Christian proclanstion is factual news, the

T ey
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n
amouncanant of an event which has taken place at a definite time in
history for a definite purposes

;‘-x ¥roclamation of Faith

The factual news of Christian proclamation is by no means a statie
plece of information. The very proclamation of the fact of Christ
ereates and strengthens faith in itself. The mere proclaiming of the
historical events of the life, death, resurrectlon, and ascension of
dJesus Christ olfecls in men faith in Him, forgiveness of sins, peace,
1life, righteocusness, sclvation--perfect unicn with Cod,

An Active Troclamation of tha Fact and Faith of Christ

Chyistian preaching, then, may be briefly described as: 1. an
active proclaiming; 2. a proclamstion of factual news; and 3, a procle-
mation creating faith in vhat it proclaims, namely Christ.

In short, Christian presching, as we £ind it in the New Testement,

is the active nroclamation of fact and faith, This is variously
deseribed by other expressions, as, for example, proclalming the Gospel,

preaching the word, etc.
Proclaiming the Gospel and the Word

The events of Christ's 1ife, deasth, resurrection, and ascension can
be summarized in one word: ::J*mmr € ) ov 4 the Gospele Froclaiming the
Gospsl is simply the active proclamation of the fact of Christ and faith,

Proclaiming the Word ( 20’505) 15 often synogymous in the New Testa-




72
ment with procluaiming the Gospel. Vary often, however, the Word ine
cludes more than the active proolamation of good news and faith, It

procleins not only the faet of Chrdist, but also the fact of mane=his
pin, his death, his doom,

Proelaiming 8in

The active proclamabtion of fact and faith presupposes the procla-
mation of man's depravity and hopelessness. Only when 2 man is cone
vineed of his complete inadequacy has the Gospeleproclamation effected
faith in his heart,

Proclaiming Law and Gespal

The preaching of Sin and the Law must be overshadowed by the proc-
lamation of the Gospel, The Law gerves the Gospels It is only through
the Cospel that & mon inherits the promise of forgiveness, peace,
righteousness, :

Christian preaching never separates Law and Gospels Where the law
is proclaimed, there the Gospel is proclaimeds Where the Gespel ia
proclaimed, the Law is proclaimed, But the Gospel is ever predominant.

The convietion of sin by the Law and the entrance of falth by the
Gospel are similteneous, Repentance and faith are one and the same ach
of God, To proclain repentance is to proclaim faith and the entrance
of the ¥ingdom of Gode

Proclaiming the Kingdom

The proclamation of the Kingdom, Jike the Gospel proclamation, is
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also an actlve proclamation of fact and faith, Its proclamation
inangurates the Fingdom of Righteousness and Life by driving out the
Kingdom of Sin and Death,

Proclalming the Yord Jesus Christ

The pﬁcciamtion of the Fingdom means the proclemation of the
King. The Gospel, the Word, the Kingdom can be summed up in the Eingts
saving names Jesus Chrdst the Lords To proclaim Him 1s to proclaim an

active message of fact and faith: He came, He died, He 1lives.

-

Provieiming Life, Forgiveness, Peace

Becavse He lives, we live, Froclaiming Christ marks the beginning
of His life in men here and now, a 1ife which will be completely
realiged in the hercafter, characterised ly perfect commmilon with God.

To preoclaim the factusl and faith-creating news of Christ effects
the forgivensss of sins, The gloricus proclamation of frecdom and for-
Glveness for captive and condemmed simmers is the central theme of New
Testament preaching,

The proclamation of the fact of Christ brings peace with God, 2
peace which eannot be measured by muman perception, a peace that sure
pagses all understending.

Row does modern preaching compere with that of the New Tegtament?
It appears that preaching today is being influenced chiefly by three
major types of theological thought: 1. orthodoxismj 2. liberalism;
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3 "npo-orthodory.” It will be our emlosvor to deSormine %o what extend
engh of ¥heoe thaolorionl aystens promote an sctive proclamation of faat
and faith. To whali axtent de they adhaeras to t"m thras ohwmwsctaristics

of How Yestament vranching pivnosed asyrlier in thia chantor?
Preaching and Orthndoxiss

Tha Gern arthodoxien met Yo distinguiched fron grihpdoxy. The
formayr Lo porhorna Ldentifiabla with the sonewint anbiguous tern "gead
orthadoswgye “ines orthodowy, by 1ts very saturs, camot be dend, we
prafer the tova grvwndoslon.

In the (Mmrehts stepzle ageinst heoresy, $the orthodoxy of tho sixe
teenth 20 soventesnth conturies was foroed to atate its antitheses in
cargfullyevorded Tosamlistlonse This was necegsary sad g__'oml- The wmre
dootrine of thwe VYord of Ood muat Go defended at all costs aml ad all
timese The vork of $he dogesticions of this ere uusd be vieved with all
regpent and admiration.

Unfortunn toly, however, ascentonce of thege mernennde formplations
froquently cuse e be ldontifled with Zafth, 2 man'e Chrlatienity cime
10 be syuntec wit's his velstive niherence to formwles and Gootrines. |
Dependeant wpon Aztstotelisn loghe, o oysten of theology doveloped which
orlzinated not in the Nord, but in scholastic phimma The Bible
Booame merelr a sollsction of proof tezts to support theologiend
thesrams. The Jesus of faith sad history beciwme the Jeaun of dogmas and
gemnan geolusivalye -

It 15 emsy to soe that such e rigld sywiea of theologionl philosophy
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would preveni & spontanocus and active Emﬂﬂmim of fact and faith,
Where Christ becomes the object of intelleetual formulation, preaching

also besomes & philoscphic intellectuallising, Preashing the cross
becomes preaching aboul the cross. Freaching from the Bible tends to
become presgiiing from a catalogue of proof texts., The Living Word is
not allowed the free exercise of ite falthecreating purpose and power,

A type ol preaching developed emong ILutheranism in particular
which was vastly different fyom that of the Reformer. For Luther the
fact of the forpiveness of sins was an gzperience in every senze of the
vord, His YAnfechbungen® were very rsal conflicts between himself and
he God, The declaratlon of absclubion, the pronouncement of Christ's
Death and Wesuwrrection, the assurance of God's free grace for a contrite
slinmner,—-these wera not philosophical speculation,

Lutheran nreaching after Luther has repsatedly robbed the Word of
God of itz liviaz, creative, redemptive power, Lutheran preachers have
often forgotten that the Gespsl, not denominational dogma about the
Gospel, iz the "power of God unto salvation,? ¥The primary task of the
Christian preacher is to bring sbout a meeting between the Word of God
and the nind of mant Such a mesting can be effected only bty an active
proclamation of the fact of Christ and falthe

It would appesr, then, thet orthodoxism fails to confom o the
characteristics of New Testament preaghing. The simple and direct
message of the fact of Chrlst is supplanted by philosophico-religious

e, Jerome Johanson, "What It Means to Preach the Gospel,™ (Review
of & Yook by Gustaf Wingren, Predileny e principlell studie)s Iheclogy
Today, VIIT, 3, 355.
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formulations which preventt . an active proclaiming; 2. the procla=
mation of simple and direct fact; and 3. the oreating of faith in the
fact of Christ.

In the place of New Testament preaching orthodexisa rurthers;
l. an abstrect, siatic discoursings 2. a proclamation of theclogico-
philosophie forvmlatiens; 3. @ proclamation which tries to create faith
in mental gymnasties aboub Chrlst and about the Word,

Preaching and Liberalism

While orthodoxism is concerned with the Jesus of gemuses, the
liberalisn of the nincteenth century knows only the Jesus of history.
Springing from peventeenth century theism and influenced by Hegelian _
philosoply, it assumes that man is basically good. In a most come
patible marriaze with modern psychology, liberaliem denies original sin.
Christ becomes nothing more than a personality, the most god-like of
all hman beings, the perfect flower of mmanity., By p:faistent and
intense communion with the eternal He is able to overcome inhibitions
and to lead a perfect 1ife of goodness and beauty-ethe perfectly
adjusted individuall

Such a religion (we cannot call it Christienity) begins with nan
and ends with man, By following the example of the most divine of human
beings, mon can pull himself up by his own power and detersination and
effect his own salvation (whatever salvation mey mean to the indim
vidual),

The type of proaching resulting from guch a vague philosophy of
religion has been consistent confuston. Congregations are required to
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listen to the persondl experiences, political theories, and socioe
loglcal views of pulpit primadonnss, The message of a man replaces
the message from fod, Congregations center about versonalities, their
growth and succesa determined Wy whether or not the preacher is "good."
Again, it is sasy to sec Lhal such & religlon provents the active
proclamation of fact and faith in Christ Jesus. If man by nature is
good; a proclamation of the forgiveness of sins is superflucus, The
cross becomes nothing more than the noble sacrifice of a man for His
fellowmen, The fact of Christts death and resurrection becomes steorile
and powerless. 7The objective message of what God has done for man is
replaced by the subjective theories of how man may asspire to God.

The preaching of liberalism has enjoyed wide popularity., It
flatters the man of "enlightened” reason. It tells him he is good and
pretends to make him even better, It claims to be creedless and yet it
sets up arresting momments to the cult of man. Ite creed says, L) §
believe in manehis dignity, his goodness, his knowledge, his power,®
It claims 4o be tolerant, emphasising tho fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of men as the essence of all religlon. :

The religious moraliging of the modern liberal does mot involve a
voeabulary or style different from that of Christian preaching, Herein
lies its sublle deseption. It speeks of Jesus as Savior, Redoenor,
Meddator. It emphasises the terms Kingdom of God, Son of God, cross of
Christ, It cherishes the words MO, love, hope, Joys goodness.

Unfortunately, howaver, these terms are emasculated and robbed of
thelr Christian significances They beoone sentimental concepts of the
Wman imagination, They ave not the pregoant terms of m active procias
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mation of fact and falth in Christ Jesus, DPeace becomes the serenity
which & man esperiences as he lles along the bank of a mowitain stream
on a quist swmier day., Christian joy, hope, goocdness, are likewise
pervertod inbo axobic experiancéa of mundane happlmﬁs.

Religious liberalism still has more influence on Protestant
preaching than any other movement, in spite of the fact that it is the
"least-Christian.” The sad fact is this: many Christian preachers,
who have a Christlan view of Christ and the oross, preach as "liberals,®
Even by the most crthodox of men the Gospel of God is perverted into
fanciful enanaticns of beaubtiful moralistic nonsense, It would be
wiser for Christian nreachers to bogin studylng the Holy Seriptures as
source material, rather than the oratory of emasculated or pagan
protestantism, Only by an understanding of God's message for sinful
man can Christisn preachers hope to preach an active proclamatiom of

fact and falth in Jesus Christe.

Tiberalism then, in place of the active proclamation of fact and
falth advances: 1. a static discoursing; 2. a proclamation of the
Bayings of Jesus end words about Jesusy and 3. 2 proclamatien which

hopes to create faith in nan's ability to follow His sayings and example.

Preaching and "eo-orthodoxy®

In resction to liberalimm's emphasis on the histerical Jesus, and
88 a partial result of Form Criticiem, there has developed a relatively
new movement in Christisnity known as "dialectieal theclogy" or fnec=
orthodoxy, "

Ynown also as the "Theology of the Word® and the *Theology of

2 et
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Orisls," "neo-orihcdoxy” is represented chiefly by the thrse B's of
modern theology--Brurmer, Barth, and Bultmenn, (The term "nec-
orthodoxy”™ iz onclosed in quotes, cince eertain members who wish to
be identificd with the movement ab times tend to be rather "une
orthodox™},

Like Form Criticlsn, "neouerbhc;dow" i3 not vitally interested in
the 1ife and personality of the Jesus of history, but only in the
dogmas aboubt Him, Trunner is inberested in the "Jesus Christ of
personal testimony, who is the real Christ." A clear and definite
admigsion is made by Drammer when he says: "Falth presupposes, as a
matter of course, a nriord, thet the Jesus of history is not the same
a8 ths Christ of faith,72

So also Barth and Pulimann are unconcerned about the personality
of Jesus, To Barth the human life of Jesus was a "divine incognito,"
in vhich there was no rovelation, but rather a veiling of God. Only in
occasional miracles, at the tremsfiguration and after His Resurrection
did Jesus appear as the Deus revelatus, With Kierkegaard he would say
that being a contemporary of Christ would be of no edventage over hear-
ing Mm proclaimed today, and that is true, Yet believers are dependent
upon the eye-witnesses of the 1ife and character of Jesus as He walked

on earth, becsuse that sems Jesus, as we shall attempt to show later,
is also the Jesus of faith.

We have already referred to the thought of Bultmann, Perhaps his
historical skepticisn goes even farther than that of Barth. With

2Rmil Prunner. The Hediator, tre by Olive Wyon (Philadeiphla: The
Vestainster maﬂ,’GMﬂj, Po jﬁh.
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Dibelius he confesses: "I am personally of the opinion that Jesns did
not believe RHimself to be the Messiah, tut I do not imagine that this
opinicn glves me a clear picture of His personalit.y."3 Tike Barth and
Brurmer, he is vitally interested in the Christ of dogma and faith,
but not the Christ of history.

#¥eo~orthodoxy” has done a thorough job of putting ninetsenth
century libergliem in its proper place. It has completely overthrown
the humanistic conception of Christ as tho Great Example, the Good
Master; the Greab Brether; ete. Iiberal Protestantism, with its
religious vpeychelogy and theistic lodgery, has become obsolete in the
wake of the universally recognized theology of the dialectics,

Tatheran Theology is playlng an important role in this new develop=
ment, A slriking upsurge in the study of Imther and his theology is
gvident in all seciors of Christendon, resulting in the new interest in
orthodox theolozy. A real challenge feces Lutheranism which must be
met at all costs., Since the dialectiecal theology is certain to have 2
great influence on Christian theology and preaching it is necessary that
ve should be able to discern not only its benefits, but slso its weske
nesses.

As we have observed, the dialectics have almost completely dis-
carded the historical Jesus, They tend to forget that Josus was also
& man, We can see in it the seeds of a modern Monophysitism, Barth,
it is true, builds his whole theology around Joha lilh, "The Word was

3quoted by D. y, Baillie, Ood Was in Christ (New Yorks Charles
Seribnerts Sons, 1918), ps 36,
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made flesh, snd dwslt among we.® But, ss Balllie¥ points out, his
emphasis iz entirsly on the Word, and he forgets that the Word sma
mede flesh. He and the other dlalectical thecloglana are guilty of
introducing what Balllie aptly terms "Logothelsm," a theology of the
Word, rather than a theology of the Word made flesh,’ What this does
for Christian teaching and preaching cen readily be seen.

Chrigtian preaching is the provlamation of an event which took
place in time, Oertein "neo-orthodox" theologlans at %imes forget
that, "rhet whtch happened to Christ took place at a definite point
in hvmen hisztory, abt that point of time which is celled the 'complate-
ness of time.'"® The dlalectical thoologisns do not necessarily demy
the historicel fact of Christ's redemption, tut they regard it a.s
rolatively insignificant today. They spoak rather of a "contemporane-
ous Christ,” giving "tho impresaion that time has sonehow besn eliml-
nated,n?

It is the job of the Christien preacher io proelnm the evente of
1900 years ago to contemporary man. "The spacific purpose of preaching
15 to proclaim to contemporary man what God has done through Jesus
Christ so that they can become part of his healing and recreating
activity."® If the svents of 1900 years ago are relatively unimportant,
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'resigmti.on- is also part of Cod's redemptive plan for mankind, Such a
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as "neo-orthodoxy’ at times seeus to make them, what shall the
Chriatian preacher proclaim? It is only through the preaching of
those avents thet faith is created by the Holy Spirit.

}

A theology which minimiges the human Jesus is just as devastating 2

:

as the theology which recognizes only the human Josus, since it fails 4
to recognize that Christ's perfect life of obedience and humble E |

Nt i)

thealogy, too, nrevents the active proclamation of fact and faith,

It would seem that "mececrthodoxy® follows two of our three
characteristics of Wew Testament preaching-~the first and the thirdj
but it falls shord on the second. It proposes: 1, an active pro=-
claimings 2, a proclamation which minimizmes the fact of Christls life,
death, resurrection, and ascension; and 3, & proclamation which creates
faith Lmmadiately without undue emphasis on the historical Jesus.
Possibly "neo-orthodeory,” like 1iberalism, is attempting to evade the
¢kd rdd)ov of the Christian Cospel in its owm ways Yherever this

is attempted, the Christian proclamation suffers perversion.
C. Conclusion

It would appesr, then, thet the preaching of a Christian preacher,
12 he wishes to follow the active New Testament proclamaticn of fact
and faith, will bes the active and faithecreating proclamation that
Jegus Christeel.ord, King, Redeemer, Savior--nanifested Himself during a
definite pericd of history; that He lived a perfect life, dled, and rose
again for the forgiveness of a1l men's slns, effecting for then life,

peace, and salvation in Gody that, by virtue of #is ascension and by




ix]
neang of His YWerd nnd Gospel, He continues to 1ive in tho hearts of
a1l those whe adeit Him,

To procleim that message is the privilege of the Christian
preacher Loday and oiweys. Christien preaching irvolves the drawing
out, the exsgesis, of ths various facets of the proélmtion of fact
and faith in terns of contemporery man, It is through the constant
study of the conten® of that proclamatien, as we find it in the written
word, thal the herald of God cemes to wdersiand more fully its
chmracter, its purpese, 1te powsr. Cnly v.chen "bha c_hx'iatian preaohar
is constently evperiencing the joy of wmfolding new approaches and now
trazsures in ilis Word will he bo eble te proclaim mﬁmﬂﬂy and

effectively the prociamation of fact and faith to cthers in their om

~—

time and in theilr owm terns.
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