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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Purpose of the Study

This study was an attempt to measure the amount and
quality of Christian educational influence being exerted on
the students of 8t. Louis Lutheran High School by their fam-
ilies, particularly their parents. The studj further at-
tempted to measuvre this Influence in the light of certain
factors existing in the backgrounds of the young peopls,

e.£., 8g0, religion of parents, and similiar factors.
Scope of the Study

The study was based on the assumption that Christian
education is & function of the Christien family. Is this
aésumption valid? Do parents have the obligation themselves
to be Christian educators of thelir children? To ask this
question is to ask, "What is Christian education?™

Concelved of broadly, Christian eduvcation is the pro-

' cess whereby an individual is helped to grow in the kind of
1ife which God intended him to live.t According to the

i more complete definition: M"Christian education is

the deliberate and systematic influence exerted by a mature
Christlan personality upon another Christian individual
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revelation of God in Holy Scriptures, on which authority
all the premises of this study are based, God Himself must
act first if man 1s to live as God intended him to live.
That is, God must put the spark of life, His life, into
man .2

When the life of God exists in a man, it shows itself
in many ways. "The fruit of the Spirit," says St. Paul,
"is love, Joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance."™ The Christian grows in this
life of God, just as a ¢hild grows pbysically. His vision
widens; his esrea of service expands. With maturity comes
stabllity, confidence, and an ever increasing measure of
Christlan virtures such as those St. Paul mentions.

But that growth does not progress unhindered. The
Christian is held back by his own human nature, which rebels
against the invasion of this new life. The Christisan must

fight his human neture; and in the measuvre in which he does

through instrvction by precept and example, throuvgh Christ-
ien discipline, and through the harmonious development of
all powers of the educent (physical, social, intellectual,
aesthetic, spiritvel), in accord with Christian doctrine as
recorded in the Scriptures, for their individuval and social
use and directed to the end that God's name be glorified,
His will be done, and man's eternal destiny be achieved."
P. W. Lange, paper delivered at the Western District Teach-
er's Conference of the Lutheran Church-iissouri Synod,
November 6, 1951 (mimeographed).

2Ephasians 2:11-10.
Sgalatiens 5:22-3.
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fight and win, he grows in the life of God.4

God has not planned for the Christian to go through
the process of struggle end growth alone, without help.
fie sends other Christians to the aid of the growing child
of God. Their wmission is to teach him the will of God
for daily life, to equip him with knowledge and training to
help others, to furnish an exemple of godly living, to
strengthen him to meet temptation, to comfort him when he
fails, to buvoy him up in time of spirituval crisis, and al-
ways and ever to remind him of his redemption and regenera-
tion as a child of God - sll so that he might grow into =
"perfect man, vnto the measure of the stature of the ful-
ness of Christ."® This 1s Christien education. The Chris-
tians who perform these tasks are Christian educators.

With the responsibility of Christian education, then,
God has entrusted all parents. When education is viewed
fundamentally as & continual process of helping & child to
grow In grace and in the knowledge of his Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, then St. Paul's exhoration to parents takes on
a rich, impelling meaning: "Bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Loral"®

4Romans 7314-25.

Spphesiens 4:4-16.
6Ephssiana 634.
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Por the task of nurture and admonition the family 1is

eminently suited, by its very structure. The family circle

is the first world which the child knows. Of all the social

units which influence the child during his 1ife, the family
makes the greatest and most enduring impressions. God has
made it the matrix in which the life of God can develop.

Ho matter how much of the educational task the parents
may be forced to turn over to the school and church, they
cannot turn over the fundamental job of nurturing their

child in Christian growth. This Job is theirs as long as

the family structure 1ltself remains.

What any child is to become wlll be determined, to a
serious degree, by that which happens to kim in his
home. The ldeals by which he will be guided develop
there; the hebits thet will control his daily conduct
will be established there; the kind of appreciations
by which his life willl bhe directed, his menner in
meeting people, his outlook upon the worlé, his grow-
ing conceptions as to the relative velue of things,
take their tone and color from his home. The home,
therefore, holds g central place in the expsrience of
any growing life.

Because of their natural position of influence, parents

are teachers of thelr children in their every contact with
them. If they are not educating them in the life of God,
they are teaching them the way of the flesh. Children are

always learning, always growing. Farl S. Rudisill states
it this way:

7Pbrcy R. Hayward end iyrtle H. Hayward, The Home and
Chrigtian_ggving (Philadelphia: Weatminster Press, 193i$,
pn 50

o/
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The home 1s the most influential schoel in all the
world. No other form of school cean be compared with
it because of 1its very character. Parents are teach-
ers, whether they know it or not and whether they wish
it or not. They have no cholce in this matter. But

it is in their power to determine what kind of tesach-
ers they will be.®

Thus the family is well sulted for the Jjob of Christian
eduvcation as concelved of in this study: to channel the
life of God to its members and help them grow in Uhat life.
In most Christian families, the children begln their spirilt-
val life with Baptism. Thereafter, it is in the family
circle that the first and wost opportunities fof apiritual
growth arise. Says Richard K. Caemmerer:

T“he Christian family exlsts for the very purpose of
fostering that growth. A family is at least two -
peopie, and those people are committed to each other's
happiness and well-being. The famlly lives together
for years, watches the steamp of time on itz members,
and rallies to meet the tests and trials of each and
8ll. This means that the members of the Christian
family have an unusual opportunity to contribute to
the growth in the life of God within and betwsen each
other. The parents need to be patient not only with
the physical weakness of thelr children, but with
their spiritual immsturity as well. The adults in
the househcld need to be conscious of each other's
handicaps and wuch more: They need to assume respon-
sibility for overcoming them. The Chriatian famlly
succeeds in its task as it literally becomes & field

in which souls grow toward the fullness of the stature
of Christ.?

8Earl S. Rudisill, Christien Femily Life (Philadelphia:
United Imtheran Publication House, 1944), p. 22.

9Richard R. Caermerer, "The Christian Family - a Living
Force in the lModern World," The Christian Family in the lod-
ern World, edited by Walter F. wEiSFEEEE‘(§ET‘f§ﬁI§: Concor-
die Publishing House, c¢.1948), pp. 59-60.
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This study dealt with children of adolescent age. By
the time children reech this age, a great deal of vital
direction has slready been glven to their lives. They have
passed through their most formative years. lioreover, during
sdolescence, children slip out more and more from under the
influence of thelr parents. As they discover the wider
vnits of society, they want to free themselves from the
authority which holds them down at home and strike out on
their own. Outside interests absorb an increasing amount
of their attention. The family becomes much less of an
educational influence than it was before. This is especial-
ly trve when social groups, recreational agencies, and com-
mnerclal amusements are easily accessible, as they are in
the city.lo

These facts in no way lessen the responsibility of
pasrents as teachers. The child never stops learning. He
is growing all during his adolescent years, spirituvally as
well as physically, for good or for bad. In fact, says
Frederick Tracy:

The period of youth . . . seems to be the psychological

Juncture for the greet serious decisions and deliberate

choices that shall determine the direction and the
trend of all the remaining years.l

lolra S, Wile, The Challenge of Adolescence (New York:
Greenberg, Publisher, Inc., ¢.1939), pp. 2l2-8.

Mprederick Tpracy, The Psychology of Adolescence (New
York: The MaclMillan Company, %5305, p. 204.
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Moreover, the adolescent has needs vital to his devel-
oping Christien life which he did nol have when he wes an
infant. The members of the family, particuvlarly the parents,
are in & position to supply those needs. Says Rudisill:

Since the adolescent is both child and grownup, yet

nelther, he feels some of the affections, desires,

disappointments, and difficulties of hoth. He senses

"stress and strain,"™ he is drawn hither and thither,

he 1s elated and then depressed, end he needs stabiliz-

ing inflvences from understanding, sympathetic souls.

Here 1i‘an opportunity for parents which engels might

crave.1?

Not only must parents be especially patient, under-
standing teachers, but they must also be aware of the out-
slde influences sheping the minds and characters of their
children. They must remsin in control of the educational
gitvation by co=-operating with the egencies which are stimu-
lating the Christian growth of their children, and by coun=-
teracting or eliminating the influence of those sgenciss
which ere hindering that growth. And, approaching their
responsibility from the negative polnt of view, they must
not tear down by theilr own ill-chosen words or actions what
other groups have contributed toward the growth of their
child. If anything, then, the educational responsibility
of the parents during the adolescent years of their child-

ren is increased, not lessened.

That responsibility for the Christisn education of

12Ruaisiil, op. cit., p. 42.
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3
their children is discharged, not only by formel instruction
or by word of mouth, but in every activity of the family.
The c¢child is learning end growing every minute of the day,
not only during formel instruction periods. As a matter of
fact, it is just during the informal activitles that he is
learning most. "He learns from the exemple of his parents;
he learns from the leisuvre-time sctivities of the family:
he learns from all the family petterns &nd prectices which
he observes end in which he participates.
The educational process is continuocuvs. The children in
the home are being moved, stimulated, every instant,
and they are being changed in minute but nevertheless
real and importent degrees by each impression. There
18 never a moment in which thelir character is not being
developed either for good or for 1l1l. Religious edu-
cation - that ieg, the development of thelr lives as

religious persons ~ goes on all the time in the home,
and it 1s either for good or for 111.13

The family 1s the testing grovnd for the things the
child hes leerned intellectuelly. Every day there occur
sitvations in which Christian love must be put to work. As
he epplieeg Iin real life situetions what he has heard and
seen, the child grows in knowledge and cheracter,14 The
auvthor of Christian Family Life ELducation lists no less

than eleven ways in which family members grow together:
l. Growth throuvgh experiment.

lanbnry F. Cope, Religious Education in the Family
(Chicago: University of Chicego Press, 1915), pp. 49-50.

14Caemmerer, op. eit., p. 59.



9
. Growth through imitation.
3. Growth throuvgh disecipline.
4, Growth through conversstion.
5. Growth through thinking.
6. Crowth through apprecietion ané espiration.
7. Growth through conflict.
8. Growth through co-operative activity.
9. Growth through participetion in distinctively reli-
glous activities.
10, Growth through recreatlon.
11. CGrowth through fe 1lowsh1p.lb

Any attempt, then, to measure the amount and quality
of Christlan educational influence being exerted in & glven
home must take Into account the entire round of famlly ac-
tivities, from femily worship to recreation, from conversa-
tion at meals to discipline for misbehavior, The family
life in which & child grows spiritually is "a complex of
attituvdes end practices which absorb the basic energies of
the famrily and which contribute to the happiness of the
famlly circle and of those whom it influences. This life
is & matter not merely of religious beliefs and of sctivi-
tles of worship; but it involves all of the activities and
interests of the members of the femily."10 gne present
study attempted to teke into maccount as many of these ac=-
tivities and interests as could concelvably be measured by
the method it employed.

The reader will note that the study did not attempt

1§Christian Family Life Education (Chicago: Interna-
tional Council of Religious Education, ¢.1940), pp. 10-12.

160aemmerer, op. eit., pp. 64-5.
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to measure or cvaluvate the results of this eduvcational zc-
tivity. Questions yhich appear to be measuring the status
of the student's own spirituval life were included only for
the purpose of determining what the parents were doing to
help the student grow spirituslly. Whether these elfforts of
the parents were & success or a failure, was not within the
scope of the thesis. In the final analysis, of course, this
is the important thing, that the child does grow. But the
fect remains that "the kingdom of God is within you."17
Any attempt to measure the Christlen growth of 2 child would
meet with considerable difficulty on account of the immeas-
urable factors involved.

Even if the stetuva of the child's spiritvel life could
be measured, one could not necessarily attribute the results
to conditions existing In his home. The home is only one of
many factors affecting the child's growth. This is partic~
uvlerly true of adolescent children, who have slresdy moved
out into wider sociel units beyond the family circle.

Above all, it must recognized that it is God Himself
who gives spiritual life and causes that 1ife to grow.
God's co-workers in the home can only plent the seed and

water the earth; God must give the increase.l® put plant

17
18

Luke 17:21.
I Corinthians 3:7.
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end water they must; end this study measured the degree to
which these parents were carrying out that responsibility.

In order to get ag accurate a picture as possible, the
study viewed these homes agalinst the backdrop of pertinent
background factors. When looking at the number of families
who had family devotions, for example, it was important to
know which of those families hed two perents at home, which
had Tutheran perents, ete., Total figures, e.g. the total
number of students (or even the totel nuwber of either boys
or girls) whose families reveal certain characteristics,
can be very misleading.

lowever, the study did not attempt to attach any causal
significance to these backgrouvnd factors. The fact ﬁhat
most ILutheran parents did a certain thing does not necessar-
ily mean that their being Luthersn was the cause for their
action. Other factors may have been present affecting the
sitvetion even more. Determining the reason for the par-
ents'! actions wes beyond the scope of the thesis, and would
require much further study. As a matter of fact, the stu-
dent body of the St. Louls Lutheran High School was toeo
homogeneous a group to admit of much comparative measurement
within itself. The percentage of homes in which the parents
were not Lutheran, for instance, was much too small to sup-
ply eny significant data.

At the same time, background factors of this type are
important for an understanding of the figures. Some sort
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of relationship can be shown to exlist between the actlons of
a family end its background. Specificsally what this rela-
tionship 1lg, ospecially whether 1t is causal or not, is left
for further studies to prove.

tne other faclor might be noted In evaluating this
study: no claim 1s made that the homes of the adolescents
studied wers typical of Chrlstian homes, or Luthsran homes,
or even of Tmtheran homes contalning Lutheran high school
students elsewhere in this country. This was a study of a
selective group, not a sample group. A=z such, its findings
cennot be applied arbitrarily to other groups of families.

By way of summary: tho young pecple with whom this
study was concerned were at an age in which they needed spe-
cial nurture as they grew in the life of God. The study
asked the question, "What ere the parents of these adoles-
cents doing to help their children grow in that 1life?" 1In
finding an answer, it explored, within its limits, all of
the family activities which might have contributed toward
that growth,.

Hlethod of Obtaining Data

Two questionnaires were administered to the entire stu-
dent body of the St. Louls Lutheran High School. The study
was conducted through the young people themselves for two
reasons: one, they were readily accessible in their high
school classes; two, the writer felt that they would be |
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honest in their answer to objective questions about thelr
homes .19

The use of questionnelires permitted & wuch wider cover=
age than could have been obtained during the allotted time
by personel interviews. The Ilmpersonal nature of the ques-
tionnaire avoided the irrelevant stlmuvli often involved in
personal contact. Ioreover, and most lmportant,; 1t pre-
served the anonymity of the students, encovraging them to
be completely candld in their answers.

Says soéiologist Ruth S. Cavan about questiomnaires:
"on objective and factual questions & rather high degree of
reliablility may be expected Trom sdolescents, especially
when the questlons are carefuvlly phrased."go Host questions
were phrased so that they asked only for objective informa-
tion, requlring no evaluation on the pert of the students.

Some questlons were intentionally included which required a

13In The Adolescent in the Family (¥ew York: D. Apple-

ton~-Century Gompany, c.1954), & report of the Subcommittee
on the Function of EHome Activities In the Iducation of the
Child, a section of the White House Conferencse on Child
Health and Protection, co-authors Loulse Stanley snd E., W.
Burgess state in their "Foreword"” (p. xiv): "The conviection
shared by the membera of the Committee was that children
could best zive data on questions invelving their attitudes
to femily relations and home activitlies. Psychlatrists have
stated that children are generally more sensitive to the ac-
tualities of family relations than are their pnrents and

much mors irank in their statements upon them."™ This study
measured children in the eighth, ninth end tenth grades.

Quoted in Pauline V. Young, Scientific Sooial veys
and Rasearch.(New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., C.1039), p.f% .
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certain amount of judgment or personel opinion on their part.
This fact has been taken into considerstion in drawing con-
clusions from the findings of the stuvdy.

The questionnaires were administered by the writer and
four other graduate students of Concordis Seminery within
the space of two days. From "Notes on Adminlstering Ques-
tionnaires,™ a list of directions drawn up for the adminis-
trators, the following excerpts are taken:

The one factor that is more important than any other

in making this study velid is a willingness to answer

on the part of the students., The study is an gttempt
to determine the amount and quality of Christian edu-
cational influence which the femilies of these adoles-
cents are exerting on them. The questions are such
that they can be very definitely colored if the stu-
dent is resentful or even apathetic. Thus a great
deal depends on how the questionnaire is presented to
the students.

It would be well, then, to gain their confidence and
co-operation by assuring thems:

e. That they ere helping in an important study by an-
swering these questions.

b. That truthfuvlness in snswering 1s necessary if the -
study is to be of any valve.

¢. That they will remein enonymous.

d. That we are greteful to them for their help.

The questionnaires were administered to & sample group
of eight students (two from eﬁch claass, picked to insure va-
riety of abilitf) previous to the final revision. On the
basis of their answers and suggestions, corrections were

made to insure clarity of language and meaning.
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The @Questionnaires

Guestlionnaire I suvpplied information for placing stu-
dents into appropriate groups under nine different catego-
ries:2l

1. Sex.

2. Age.

3, Status of home (Broken or unbroken).

4. Heligion of parents.

5. Children of ministers or teachers.

6. Lducation of father.

7. Education of mother.

8. Nuvmber of children in the famlly.

9. Pogitlon of adolescent in the family (only, oldest,

youngest, or middle child).
Categories six and seven were discerded during the tabulation
when it became evident that the information supplied was ei~-
ther inedequate or possibly erroneouvs. The answer sheets to
Questionneire I1 (which supplied the bulk of the information)
were scored separately under each of the seven remeining
categories., Thus every student was measured seven times on
the bagis of different factors in his background.

Questionnaire II supplied the bulk of the iInformation
for the study.22 Its questions covered eight different
areas of family life which might have & bearing on the Chris-
tian growth of the adolescent in the feamily. These areas

are indicated by the headings of Chapters II-ViI. The

?lsee Appendix B for a copy of Questionnaire I.

o
d2839 Appendix C for a copy of Questionnaire II.
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questions were set up in multiple cholce style so that the
enswers could be scored on en electricel scoring machine.

No sclentific data on the factors in a home which aid
in the type of Christisn growth described in this thesis,
gathered on the basis of actuasl life studies, was svailable
to the writer. Indeed, as has been pointed out previously,
it appears that no such data of a truly scientific nature
could be gathered. One's standard of measurement must be
constructed on different ground. As & basis for the ques-
tionnaire used in this study, the writer appeals toc the rev-
elation of God in Holy Scripture. In His Word, God describes
the conditions necessary if one 1s to have His life end grow
in it. Where scholars in this field are referred to as au-
thority for including a given question, the scholar's opin-

lon is always evalusted in the light of God's Word.
Description of the Group Studied®d

A total of 577 students turned in both questionnaires.
On the basis of information supplied in Questionnaire I, the
students were classified according to varlous factors in
their backgfounda. A1l items iIn Questionnaire II were then
measured in the light of each one of these classifications.
By way of illustration, final tabulations showed not only

how many families had family devotions, but how many families

gsFor detailed tabulations, see Appendix A.
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with boys, with fourteen year-olds, with Iutheran parents,
etc., had family devotions.

All clesses attending the high school were measured,
freshman through senior. The totals showed 271 boys, 308
girls., The average age of the boys was 15.49; of the girls,
15.52.

Five hundred of the 877 students came from unbroken
homes, in which both father and mother were present. ¥o
distinction was made as to step-parents in this tabulation.
Fifty-five children were lliving with only one parent; of
these, twenty-three were cases of separation or divorce .24
Twenty-one students were living with others. not their par-
ents; of these, at least five were by reason of divorce.2®

By far the ma jority of homes (447) had parents who were

24In tabulating answers to Questionnaire II, it became
evident that a certain number of those who said they were
living with only one parent were a2lso living with one step-
perent, indicating that their real fatber or mother had re-
married. As fer as could be determined from the answers,
this was true of twenty-four of the totael number of fifty-
five. Sixteen of these were from the number who had been
divorced, iten from the number who had been separated for
other reesons. This fact should be noted in the tables in
Chapters II-VII, where these groups are labeled “"Living
with one parent (divorce)"” and "“Living with one parent
(other reason).”

25Some of the remainder lived in an orphan's home and
listed no reason for being away from their originsl home.
This whole category of students living with others, not
their parents, was not used in the tables which follow in
the thesis, since it did not consistently represent a fam-
ily group in the ordinary sense of the term.
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both Lutheran. Twenty-nine homes had one parent Lutheran,
the other wnaffiliated. The twenty-four remalning homes in
which both parents were still living were divided among
verious other combinations of religious affiliation. In
the fifty-five homes in which only one pasrent was present,
fifty-one of the pesrents were Lutheran.2®

Since the students being measvred were from a Lutheran
school, an unusual nuvmber of them were children of Lutheran
ministers or teachers. It was thought advisable to ldentify
this group, since at leest the fathers in these homes had
received specilal religious training, and this fact could be
expected to have at least some effect on the statistics.
Thirty-one children indicated that their fathers were min-
isters, nineteen that thelr fathers were teachers or pro-
fessors in Lutheran schools. This is a total of fifty, or
8.7 per cent of the group measured.

Table 6 in Appendix A shows the distribution of stu-
dents according to the number of children in the family.
These figures were obtained with a view toward measuring the
amount of experience which the parents had gained in raising
children. For this reason, the students were asked to give
the total number of children in thelr families, including

those children not at home at the present time. The average

26pn1g group included cases in which parents had re-
married, as explained in footnote twenty-four. In these
cases, the real parent was Lutheran.
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number of children was 2.8.

From the point of view of the child, however, the im-
portant thing is the numwber of children at home now. The
students were also asked to indicate how many older and/or
younger children were living with them st home. On the ba-
ais of this information they were placed into one of four
categories: only child, oldest child, youngest child, "in-
between™ child. Note sagaein that this claassification refers
to their position among the children living et home at the
present time. Other children living with them besides broth-
ers end sisters, e.g. cousins, boarders, etc., were counted
as being in the family. Teble 7 in Appendlix A gives the
complete stetistics. The reader will note the preponderance
of children in the "oldest™ class: more then twice s many
as in the "youngest." MNoteworthy also is the fact that 166
list themselves as "only children,”™ seventy more than the

number of "only children"™ in Teble 6.



CHAPTER 11X
FAMILY WORSHIP

The only kind of organism that grows is a living organ-
ism. If a child 1s to grow in the life of God, he must be
alive spiritvally. This means that he must be reborn, after
his physical birth; for when he comes into the world, al-
though allive physically, he is still dead spiritually.l
Moreover, after he has become alive, he must take cénstant
recourse to the source of that life in order to be fed, or
else the life created in him will wither and die.®

The only source of this spiritual life is Cod Himself.
In order thet men might be rescued from death, God sent His
Son, Jesus Christ, into the world. Jesus' life and death on
the cross reconciled God and men, i.e., bridged the gulf be-~

tween God and man so that the life of God could reach man.3
God gives His life to men through His Word, the Word

that tells of Jesuvs Christ and His work. His plan is for
His Word to be preached, read, taught; He works through the
Word to mske the men alive who hear or read 1t.4 He Himself

lrohn 3:3.
2John 15:1-10.

311 Corinthiens 5:17-19.

41 Peter 1:23-25.
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takes possession of men's hearts as they hear the "word of
reconciliation,” and moves them to accept Jesus Christ as
their Savior and thus be "born again™ to live the life of
God."

Iff the family'as task of Chrigtien education is to nur-
ture the child in the life of God, then its use of the Word
of God is absolutely vital, since it is in His Word that
God gives life. God not only effects the child's rebirth
by means of the Word, but also feeds him through it so that
he wlll grow in the life whlch God wents Him to lead .S

Holy Baptism

Most of the young people dealt with in this study re-
ceived the life of God 2lready as infants, in FHoly Baptism.
God gave them Hls life through the Word in that sacramental
form.” parents perform their function as Christian educa-
tore not only by bringing thelr children to be baptized, but
by recslling the faet of their Baptism to the children as
they grow older, reminding them that they are children of God
end are living an Yeternal life." Both St. Paul and St. John
found occasion to do this in thelr epistles to baptized

Sealatisns 2:20; I John 5:11-12.

611 Timothy 3:14-17.

vﬂomans 6:3~-11.
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Christiens, showing them how spiritually alive men ought to
live.8

Pive hundred and sixty-three students, or 97.6 per cent
of the total, indicated that thelr parents had been instru-
mental in having them baptized (Table 1). With the gues-
tionnaire method of investigation, it was impossible to get
an accurate picture of how thelr pasrents had been relating
their Baptism to their daily lives. The question, "Have
your perents or guvardians ever talked to you sabout your Bap-
tism (besldes at your confirmation)?" showed only whet per-
centage at least admitted of this possibllity. Slightly
over 24 per cent of the total number of students said that
their parents had never talked to them about their Baptism,
outside of the time of thelr confirmetion. Table 2 shows
the distribution of both the total number of children and
the children according to their religious backgrounds.

Private Devotions

The most frequent opportuvnities for feeding on the Word
of God within the family circle come in its worship or "de-
votions,™ both private and group. While the study did in-
quire into the students' personal worship habits, it was

recognized that this aspect of their lives had only indirect

SRomans 631-14; Galatians 5:16-25; Ephesiasns 4 and 5;
I Jobn 3:9£f.



TABLE 1
PERSONS ARRANGING FOR BAPTISK OF CHILDREN

Parents Other Myself Other Total
relatives friend
Total children (No.) 563 6 6 4 579
(Pct.) 97.6 1.0 1.0 o'l 100,3
TABLE 2

NUMBER OF TIMES PARENTS OR GUARDIANS TALKED TO CHILDREN
ABOUT THEIR BAPTISM (BESIDES AT CONFIRMATION)

Never Once or Several No Total
i twice - times answer

Total children (No.) 141 200 233 3 877
(Pct.) 24.4 34 .7 40,4 ) 100.0

Both parents Lutheran (No.) 93 160 194 - 447
(PCto) 20.8 35.8 45.4 = 100.0

One parent Lutheran (No.) 18 19 9 5 51
(Pct.) 35.3 37.2 17.% 9.8 100.0

Parents other religions (No.) 19 14 21 - 54

(Pot.) 36.2 26.9 38.9 - 100.0

ea
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bearing on the study. The femily mey have had little or no
influence on the private devotional life of its chilldren.
The most thet could be said was that whore the child was
leading & healthy devotional life, the femily was not pre-
venting him from doing so. The figures are presented in

Tables 3 and 4 for the sake of offering = complete picture.
Group Devotions

Host iwmportant for this study was the group worship of
the family. Under this heading were included prayers at
meals, and especially family devotions, where the Word of
God was read and discussed.

Family worshlp answers needs which the wsekly worship
of the Christian congregation cennot enswer; it cen be con-
~Gucted daily, and it can relate the Word te the more inti-
mate needs of the family circle. The importance of family
worshin is illustrated in R. R. Caemmerer's discussion of
its objectives:

The first objective of the family's use of the Word
must be to keep clear the fact that the VWord is an
answer to need, and to the need of every member of the
family circle. Family devotions ere not a sop to God,
but they are the taking of the Bread of Life from God.
Hence the femily devotions will always seek to make all
of its members aware of the fact that through the Word
which 1s being heard and the prayers said in response
the family hes a direct hold on God through Christ and
13 fostering the happiness and growth of each member

of the family. As the Word holds Christ and God's way
of life up before the minds of the family circle, it
meets the need for forgiveness of sins, the problems

of perplexity and sluggishness of falith, and the quest



TABLE 3
NUMBER OF TINES STUDENTS READ BIBLE DURING PRECEDING WEEK

Not et 1 -2 3 -4 Once Twice No Total
all times  times a day a day answer

Girls (No.) 190 68 28 17 3 306
(Pet.) 62.1 22.2 9.2 5.5 - 420 100.0

Boys (No.) 1986 43 14 9 2 2 271
(Pet.) 72.0 18.1 5.2 8.8 o7 o7 100.0

Living with both (No.) 333 100 39 22 2 4 500
parents (Pet.) 66.6 20.0 TS 4.4 i .8 100.0

Living with one (No.) 17 5 - 1 - - 2B
parent (divorce) {(Pet.) %73.9 21.8 - 4,3 - - 100.0

Living with one psr~ (No.,) 23 8 - : K - - 32
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 71.9 26 - 3.1 - - 100.0

gg



TABLE 4

NUMBER OF TIMES STUDENTS PRAYED PRIVATELY DURING
THE PRECEDING WEEK (BESIDES AT HEALTIME)

Not at l1 -2 3 -4 Once Twice ¥o Total

all times times a day @a day answer

Girls (¥o.) 12 27 33 109 124 1 306
(Pct.) 3.9 8.8 10.8 35.6 40.5 «4 100.0

Boys (Fo.) 24 43 43 o2 68 1 271
(Pet.) 8.9 15.9 15.9 33.8 25.1 .4 100.0

Iiving with both (No.) 26 67 67 175 173 e 500
perents (Pet.) 5.2 11.4 13.4 35.0 34.6 .4 100.0

Living with one (No.) 3 4 2 13 3 - 23
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 4.3 17.4 8.7 B6.5 13.1 - 100.0

Living with one per- (XNo.) 4 6 4 9 9 - 32
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 12.6 18.8 12.6 28.1 28.1 - 100.0

028
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for & greater will to prayer and praise.g

Saying "grace"at meals can he classified as family wor-
ship in the broad sense of the term, although prayer is only
one part of worship. Teble & glves the figures on family
prayer ot mealtime. MNost famllies had the cuatom of saying
"erace™ at least once at each meal. The lowest percentege
was recorded in the category "Parents other religions,™ where
only half of the students said their families prayed at least
once at meeltime.

Table 6 gives the distribution of students according to
the number of times their families hed femlily devotions (de-
fined in the questlonneire as "reading the Bible or another
religious book, praying®). The highest percentage of those
having daily family devotions was 24.6, found in the category
"Living with both parents."™lC In this same category, 52.2
per cent indicated that they never had family devotions.
Thus, even in this group, for every one family that had daily
family devotions, two families had none at all. The same
ratio applies to those families with both pasrents Lutheran.

In other grouvps, a far higher percentage indicated that

9R. R. Caemmerer, "The Christisn Femily - & Living Force
in the liodern World," The Christian Family in the Hodern
World, edited by Walber ¥. Wolbrecht (St. Louis: Concordia
Publisning House, ¢.1948), p. 62.

10p1most one~fourth of this number (6.8 per cent) were
families in which the father is a minister or a teacher in a
Lutheran school.




28
they never had family devotions. The highest was recorded
in the group labeled "Parents other religions,™ which includ-
od cases of mixed marrisge as well as cases in which one or
the other of the parents had no religious affiliation.

Table 7 shows the fregquency of famlly devotions accord-
ing to the positlion of the child in the family. HNoteble is
the comparison between the figures for "only child"™ andéd "mid-
dle child."™ By its very nature, the latter category indi-
cates that there must have been at least three children in
those homes. Yet 26.3 per cent In this group indicated that
they had family devotions every day, over 11 per cent more
than the femilies with "only childron.™ By the same token,
only 44.2 per cent of the "middle children®™ said that they
never had feamily devotions, as compared with 70.5 per cent
of the "only children.™

More children in the family often means a varied age
group, & greater variety of outside activities claiming the
interest of the children, and less free time for everyone
concerned, If this was true of the group studied, these
fects still did not deter a comparatively large percentage
of famillea from teking the time to hold family devotions.
This observation, together with the findings regarding the
amaller families, does ﬁot seem to bear out the validity of
the reason often given for not having family devotioms,

viz., lack of time and varilety of ages and intsrestas.



Living with both
perents

Living with one
parent (divorce)

Living with one par-

ent (other reason)

Both parents
Lutheran

One parent Lutherean

Parents other
religions

TABLE b

FREQUENCY OF FAMILY PRAYER AT MEALTIME

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)
(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

Never

21
4.2

10
2.2
9.8

10
18.5

On special
occasions

59
11.8

5
21.8

8
18.8
60
11.2

10
19.6

17
31.5

Before
sating

169
33.8

13
66.5

7
21.9

140
5l.4

19
87.2

26
46,3

After
eating

4
8
1
4.3
1
5.1

Before
and after

247
49.4

4
17 .4

13

40.6
245

54.7

26
49,0

2
3.7

Total
500
100.0

23
100.0

32
100.0
447
100.0

61
100.0

b4 -
100.0

63



TABLE 6
FREQUEKCY OF FAMILY DEVOTIONS (A)

Never Few times About once Almost o Total
8 year a week every day answer
Living with both (No.) 281 73 37 123 6 500
parents (Pet.) 52.2 14.6 7.4 24,6 1.8 100.0
Iiving with one (Fo.) 1B 4 1 - 2 1 23
parent (divorce) (Pot.) 65.3 17.4 4.3 8.7 4.3 100.0
Living with one par- (Wo.) 23 8 1 2 ~ 32
Both parents . (No.) 221 66 36 108 16 447
Lutheran (Pet.) 49.4 14,8 8.0 24.2 3.6 100.0
One parent Lutheran (No.) 34 10 2 4 1 51
(Pct.) 67.6 19.6 3.9 7.8 2.0 100.0
Parents other (No.) 43 7 - 1 3 54

o2



One child
Two = threes
children
Four - more
children
Only child
Oldest child

Youngest child

Middle child

TABLE 7

FREQUENCY OF FAMILY DEVOTIONS (B)

(Neo.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(¥o.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

et c o ameh bos o i g et R e A i

Never

78
76.1

159
50.6

69
47.3

117
70.5

101
43.3

69
57.8

30
44.2

Few times Abovt once Almost
every day sanswer

a year

8
8.3

56
17.8

19
13,0

17
10.2

37
16.9

15
14.7

15
22.1

a week

3
Dol

26
8.3

10
6.9

=
e
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bk 200 O O
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©

ph o s i b e sy

1l
11.5

70
22.3

45
30.7

24
14.5

65
27.9

23
22,6

18
26.3

o

3
1.0

Total

96
100.0

314
100.0

146
100.0

166
100.0

233
100.0

102
100.0

68
100.0

TS
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What does the famlily do when it worships? True famlly
worship, like other group worship, bas both elements of sacra-
ment and sacrifice. GCod talks to the fawmlly, and the family
talks to God. Since God telks to the family in His Word, that
Word occupies an indispensible place in the family worship.
Ordinarily, the family will discuss the word it has read, es-
pecially when children sre included in the worship circle,
in order to clarify difficult concepts and apply general
principles to specific needs.ll This is true, too, of read-
ings in devotional books, where the material is often pitched
at adult level.l® :

In family worship, the family will zlso pray together.
If one person offers the prayer for the whole group, ha_will
take into consideration both what God has ;aid to them in
His Vord, and the needs and desires of each of the famlly
members, even the youngest.15

Table 8 distributes the students according to these
worship activities. It should be noted in studying the table

that many devotional books include printed excerpts from

llcaemmerer, op. cit., pp. 62-3

lzﬂartin P. Simon, "Parent Training,™ Christisn Preschool
Education, edited by Herbert H, Cross (River Forest, Illinois:
Lutheran Education Association, 1945), p. 52.

: 13Henry F. Cope, Reliéiogg Edueation in the Pamily (Chi-
cago: University of Chicego Press, 1915), D. 140.
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Seripture on their own pages, thus obviating the use of the

Bible directly.t?

TABLE 8
ACTIVITIES OF FAMILY WORSHIPLO

Living with both Both parents

parents Lutheran

Bible reeding (No.) 163 157
(Pet.) 70.0 74.8

Reading of devotional(No.) 171 163
book or pawphlet (Pct.) 73.4 77 .6

Discusaion of (No.) 110 102
material read (Pct.) 47 .2 48.6

Original prayers (No.) 3 § 50
(Pct.) 21.9 23.8

Hymn singing (No.) 28 28
(Pet.) 12.0 13.3

If femily worship is to fulfill its function in the life
of the child of God, i.e., 1f the child is to be fed with the
Viord of God, then the Word must be applied to the child's
needs. The portions of Scripture read must be intelligible

147he devotional manual published by the Lutheran Church-
Hissouri Synod for the period of time during which the study
was conducted printed one verse from the Bihle and gave the
reference for a suggested reading of greater length, which
i1t did not print out. Most families included in Table 8 are
members of this church body, and it geems reasonable to
assume that many of them used this menual.

15Percentages are taken on the basis of those who in-
dicated that they had family devotions at least a few times
8 year (Question 4 of Questionnaire II: Cf. Appendix C).
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to the child and pertinent to his current problems and in-
terests. Otherwise the use of the Word becomes a mere
formality, a "rite carried out perfunctorily.™ Not only
do such family devotions fail in their purpose, but they
may implant an attitude of Indifference or even revulsion
toward the Word, which may last for years to come.l6 This
is particulerly truve during the age of adolescence, when
the chlild is re-cvalvating bhabituvel family practices and
forming lasting Judgmants.17

The study couvld not measuvre accurately whether or not
the femlly devotions of the students were meseting the re=-
quirements of relevancy and intelligibility. All that
could be measvred wes the students' own evalvaetion of his
farily devotions, whelther they were interesting or unine
teresting, tco short or too long, etec. But if a student
evaluated his family devotions as only "occasionally in-
teresting,™ this did not mean that the parents were making
no attempt to relate the Word to the student's life, since

that student might heve been unduly critical in kis Judg=

ment, often e cheracteristic of adolescents.

6Caemmerer, op. cit., pP. 15.

17Frederick Tracy, The Psychology of Adolescence (New

York: The Mackillen Company, 1950), pp. 190-1.

e b b L ki ol ki st S T S
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As was the case with all the questions in this study
involving the students' own Judgment, then, the only really
meaningful catepgories were the extremes: Malmost never in-
teresting," "too long” "almost always interesting,™ and
"too short.™ If a student said that his family devotions
were almost never interesting, then one could quite safely
assume that the family devotions were falling short of their
purpose, since at least & reasonable percentage of the de-
votlons should have ceptured his interest if the parents
were attempting to make them relevant z=4 meaninuzfuvl. In
any case, only a negligible percentage checked this choice
and even fower sald their devoticns were too long.

A telpful device for making family devotions meaning=
ful to the younger members of the family is letting the
children themselves help to plen and conduct the worship
periods. When they are directly involved in this way,
their interest i1s more easily captured, and, sbove all, they
have a chance to express their own needs. BEirthdays and
other anniverseries lend themselves particularly well to
such a practice.

A sizesble percentage of the group (about 34 per cent)had
never helved either to plan or conduct a family devotion
(Table 10). 4 slightly higher percentage said they had
helped once or a few times. About 22 per cent of the

group indicated that they had done so often.




36
TABLE 9
STUDERTS' EVALUATION OF FAMILY DEVOTIONS

Living with both Both parents

parents Lutheran
Almost never interesting (No.) 11 9
(Pct.) 4.7 4,1
Occasionally interesting (No.) 58 58
(Pect.) 25.0 25.4
Frequently interesting (No.) 62 59
(Pct.) 26.8 27.2
Almost always interesting (No.) 101 - 94
(Pect.) 43.5 43.3
Too long (No.) 5 5
(Pct.) 2+l 2.3
About the right length (No.) 196 185
(Pet.) 83.4 84.1
Too short (No.) 34 30
(Pct.) 14.5 13.6
TABLE 10

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN HELPED TO
PLAN OR COWDUCT A FAMILY DEVOTION

Iiving with both Both parents

parents Iutheran

Never (No.) 88 79
(Pet.) 354.9 355

Once (No.) 13 13
(Pct.) 5.2 5.5

A few times (No.) 97 92
(Pct.) 38.5 39.0

of ten (No.) 54 52
(Pct.) 21.4 22.0

Total (No.) 252 236

(Pct.) 100.0 100.0
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“orship in the Local Congregation

The femily nourishes its life with the Word of God not
only within its own circle, but also in the larger gather-
ing of Chrlstian people in the local congregation. 1t does
8o in the Sundey worship service &nd in the reception of
the Lord's Supper.

Parents who are gensitive to thelr position as Christ-
lan educators of their children will recognize this need
for worship in the larger community, and encourage partici-
pation, But they teach most by their own example., Children
who are forced to attend church and Sunday School because
"it's good for them," while their parenfs stay away, do not
‘forget the adult example when they themselves become of age.,
They are likely to stey away, too.

The tremendous influence wielded by parents in regard
to the religious aifiliation of their children was striking=-
1y 1llustreted in a study made by Howsrd K. Bell in Maryland
for the American Council on Education (1938). He found that
only a negligible proportion of the young people measured
adopted & belief different from that of either parent: 4.2
per cent for the Catholic youth, 2 per cent for the Pro-

testants, and none for the Jewish,1%

18
Howard M. Bell, Youth Tell Their Story (Waeshington:
American Council on Eéucation, 1938), p. 196
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Participation in the worship of the local congrega=-
tion by the family as & unit cen be a atrong unifying
force binding the wembers of the fewmily together, What is
true of Christians in general is s&lso trve of the family,
that they will grow together in one body as they speak to
one another in "pselms and hymns_and spirituel songs...giv-
ing thenrks always for all things unto God and the Father
in the neme of our Lord Jesus Christ,m19

Tables 11-14 give liguvres on participation in the wor-
ship activities of the local congregation, Greatest fre-
guency of church attendance of both mothers and fathers was
found in the families where both parents were 2t home and
both were Lutheran., ihere both parents were at hore and
religious affiliation was not considered, =lmost 20 per :
cent more mothers than fathers attended church at least four
times during the month preceding the study. Conversely, 9
per cent more fathers than mothers (in this case, more than
twice as meny) did not attend church et all. In the homes
in which both parents were Lutheran, the figure on attend-
ance four times or more wes almost exzctly the same for

fathers as for mothers (70.7 as compared with ¥3:1). 29

lnghasians 5:19-20;

f EOEleven per cent of the Lutheran fathers who attended

dhurch four or more times were ministers or teachers in
Lutheran schoocls.
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Infrequent church attendance was most characteristic, espe-
cially for fathers, of the group labeled "Parents other
religions."

The same categories contain the high and low percent-
ages in Table 13 as in Tables 1l and 12. Table 13 gives the
number of times the family attended church together during
the preceding month (at one time, or on one Sunday, since
in some families the members could not by force of circum-
stance attend the same service).

The figures given in Table 14 are the answers to a
necessarily general question: "Do you discuss the Sunday
worship service (for instance, the sermon) at home?"” For
this reason, the results are in no way conclusive. However,
the figures broadly follow the same trend as indicated in
the two previous tables, with highest interest in the wor-
ship of the local congregation centered in families with
both parents at home and both Lutheran.

This portion of the study was closely allied with
another portion, treated in Chapter VII, regarding church-
home co-operation. Perents influvence their children consid-
erably by their attitude toward the local church, 1its wor-
ship services, its pastor, and its members. The results
given in the tables under "Church-Home Co-operation® in
Chapter V1I might be studied in comnection with this sec-

tion for a more complete plecture.




TABLE 11

NUMBER OF TIMES FATHERS ATTENDED CHURCE DURING PRECEDING MONTH

Living with both
parents

Living with one
perent (divorce)

Living with one per-

ent (other reason)

Both parents
Intheran

One parent Lutheran

Parents other
religions

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)

}Pot.)

(NOt)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

Not
at all

79
15.8

11
73.3

S
37.8
41

9.2

13
62.0

- 38

78.0

{ne
time

16
3.2

1
6.7

Two
times

33
6.6

Three
times

48
9.6

1
6.7

1
12.86

4%
10.5

9.5

6.8

Four or
nmore times

324
64.8

2
13.9

3
87.5

516
70.%7

4
19.0

6
11.6

Potal

800
100.0

15
100.0
100.0
447
100.0

21
100.0

b2
10C.0

ov



TABLE 12

NUMBER OF TIMES MOTHERS ATTENDED CHURCH DURING PRECEDING MONTH

Living with both

parents

Living with one
parent (divorce)

Living with one par-
ent (other reason)

Both parents
Lutheran

One parent Lutheran

Parents other
religions

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)
(No.)
(Potn)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

Not

at all

3
.8

GO O o
L
L9 ]

20
4.5

4
8.2

14
26 .4

One
time

20
4.0

Two
times

35
7.0

4
19.0

4
12.9

o

=

O OO0 oo
[ ]
W

-

Three
times

72
14.4

6
28.8

9
29.0
62
13.9

15
30.6

9
17.0

Four or
more times

339
85.8

)
42.7

16

48.4
318

71.1

21
42.9

22
41.5

Total
500
100.0

21
100.0

31
100.0
447
100.0

49
100.0

63
100.0

™

21258
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TABLE 13

NUMBER OF TIMES FAMILIES ATTENDED CHURCH TOGETHER

Living with both
parents

Living with one
parent (divorce)

Living with one par-
ent (other reason)

Both parents
Lutheran

One perent Lutheran

Parents other
religions

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

{No.)
(Pcta)
(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)

(Pet.)

DURING THE PRECEDING MONTH

ot
at all

113
22.6

11
47 .7

6
15.6

74
16.5

15
20.4

39
78.1

ne
time

26
1.2

O T
'S

© T Sﬂm
12)

Two
times

49
9.8

Three
times

65
11.0

S
21.8

7
21.9

50
11.2

12
23.6

5
9.5

Four or
more times

257
8l.4

5
21.8

11
34 .4

251
56.2

13
25.4

7
15.0

Total

500
100.0

23
100.C

32
100.0

447
100.0

51
100.0

54
100.0

av



TABLE 14

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH FAKILY DISCUSSES
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE AT HOME

Living with both parents
Living with one parent
{divorce)
Living with one parent
(other reason)
Both parents Lutheran

One parent Lutheran

Parents other religions

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)
(No,)
(Pcto)

(No.,)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

Almost Occa- Almost
never sionally every wesek
100 2856 115
20,0 57.0 23.0
8 11 5
26.1 47.8 21.8
8 18 6
25.0 56.2 18.7
79 268 106
17.7 57.7 23.7
13 26 11
26.4 51.0 21.6
22 25 7
40.7 46.3 15.0

Ho
answer

Total
500
100.0

23
100.0

32

99.9
447
100.0

51
100.0

54
100.0

544
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The Lord's Supper

A final method by which the family literally feeds on
the Word of life is by participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Communion. Thils is the second of the two sacraments
which God has instituted in order to convey His life to men .2l
By its very nature, this sascrament also binds the family to-
gether into one body when its members partake of 1t mutually.

The danger inherent in reguler and frequent participa-
tion in this sacrament, like other forms and rituals of the
church, is that it can become a thoughtless conformity to
custom.22 Recognizing this, parents can encourage prepara-
tion for the Lord's Supper by meditation and self-examina-
tion. Again, their best teaching method is by example. The
very preparation for lHoly Communion can become a uvnifying
force for the femily if it 1s done jointly.

The study (Tables 15-17) showed the following: Kost
students (58.8 of the total) attended Holy Communion from
four to six times a year. Nost students attended almost
every time with their parents. Joint preparation for Com-

munion (defined in the Questionnaire as prayer and self

2lyatthew 26:26-29; I Corinthians 11:23-30. Because of
this function, Lutheran confessionsl writings refer to the sac-
raments as the "visible Word." "Apology of the Augsburg Con-
fession," Triglot Concordia, edited by F. Bente (St. Louia:
Concordia —%%Pu [shing House, 1921), Article XIII (VII), p. 309.

 22Ceemmerer, op. oit., p. 61.
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examination) on the part of the family was almost unknown.
For every three students who prepared themselves at least

occasionally, one student almost never prepared himself.



Total boys
and girls

Both parents
Lutheran

One parent
Lutheran

- Perents other

religlons

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH STUDENTS TAKE HOLY COMMUNION

flever 1 - 2

& yvear times a year a month

(No.) 7 27
(Pet.) 1.2 6.4

(No.,) 3 i8
(Pct.) o7 4.0

(“0.) g 8
(Pet.) -

(No.) 2 9
(Pet.) 3.7

TABLE 16

S =4

339
68.8

272
60.9

27
62.9

28
51.7

About once Almost

187 3
32.4 5
149 2
33.8 o4
16 -
8l.4 -
23 1
20.4 1.9

every week

No
answer

4
o7

7

Total

877
100.0

44%
100.0

51
100.0

54
100.0

ov



IMMEDIATE GROUP WITH WHOM STUDENTS GO TO HOLY COMMUNION

Usuvally alone

With friends

With parents sbout
half the time

With perents almost
every time

No answepr

Total

TABLE 16

Both parents

Intheran
(No.) 18
(Pet.) 4.0
(No.) 58
(Pot.) 13.0
(No.) 78
(Pet.) 17.8
(No.) 293
(Pet.) 65.5
{No.) -
(Pet.) -
(NOO ) 447

(Pet.) 100.0

One parent
Iutheran

4
7.8

9
7.7

3
5.9

34
67.6

1
2.0

51
100.0

Parents other
religions

12
g2.2

11
20.4
6
13.3
20
37.0
5
9.5

54
100.0

LV



TABLE 17

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH STUDENTS PREPARE THEMSELVES
FOR CORMUNION BEFORE THE SERVICE

23

Both parents One parent Parents other
Lutheren Lutherean religions
Almost never (No.) 104 17 12
(Pet.) 23.2 53 .8 22.2
Occasionally, by {Ho.) 152 13 13
themselves Pet.) 34.1 25.4 24.0
Almost always, by (No.) 176 17 23
themselves (Pet.) 39.4 33.3 42,8
Occasionally, togeth- (No.) 12 1 -
er with family (Pct.) 2.6 2.0 -
Almost always, togeth-(No.) 1 3 1
er with family (Pet.) 1.6 5.9 1.9
No answer (No.) - 5
(Pet.) - 9.3
Total (No.) 451 51 49
(Pet.) 100.9 99.9 100.0

2370tal for this column is slightly higher than 100.0 per cent beceuse four
students picked more than one choice.

87



CHAPTER III
LIVING IN LOVE

When a man is reborn into the life of God, his new life
is considerable different from the life of men who are still
spiritvally dead. He has a different motive power; his aim
in life is different; hils baslic values are different; he
turns to different sources for strength for living, par-
ticularly in times of crisis; he tekes s different view
toward his fellow man. In fact, he is reborn for the very
purpose of living differently.d

The Word of God describes the Christian's new life in
many ways and at great length, but in the resalm of social
relations, between the Christisn and his fellow man, the
word which it uses as characteristic of every activity is
"love."? Broadly speeking, Christian love includes all those
activities in which a child of God thinks, speaks, and acts
for the purpose of serving others. The Christian recognizes
that in serving them, he is serving God; end insofar as God's
life exists in him, he places his whole being - intellect,
emotion, end will - at God's disposa1.3

lEphasians 2:1-10.
2T Corinthiens 13; I Jobn 4.

Slatthew 25:31-40; Romans 12; I John 3:14-18.
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The Christian grows in his new life of love Just as he
grows physically. le wants more and more to serve God, and
he learns better how to do it.? But he grows only if his
spirituval life iz put to the test in actuval life situations.
Just as a man's arms andé legs become useless if he does not
use them for a long weriod, so wan's spiritual facuvlties
disintegrate if he does not exercise them.®

As the Christian grows in the life of Cod, he casts off
more and more of his old nature, which 1s constantly striving
to galin control of him again. Becsuse he still retains much
of this former nature, even if he has been a child of God ‘
from infancy, the Christien lives in a constent conflict. As
long as he abides "in Christ," i.e., as long as he goes to
the Word of reconciliation for nourishment and commits his
life completely to God for direction and motive, he has the
power to throttle his natural desires snd live actively, un-

selfishly, joyfully es a child of God.® And the more suc-

. cessful he is in this endeavor, the stronger and more mature
a Christiaen he becomes. This process of maturation through
ean active life of conflict is Christian education in the

richest sense of the term.

“4Hebrews 5:13-14.
5Ephasiana 4.

®Romans 7:18-26; I John 5:18-21.
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The best and most natural school - i.e., training ground -
for the Christian life 1ls the family. In the Christian family,
children of God live intimately with one another day after day.
Chances to serve one snother sbovnd. The very commonness of
family life, the rouvtine, the intimacy, offers a severe test
for Christian love. Frictions strike sperks which flare up
into the flame of anger if they are not extinguished. Trage-
dies occur which mey make life black with sorrow if they are
not understood. At the seme time, the natural bond of affec-
tion between parents and children, brothers and sisters,
helps create a sympathetic and uvnderstanding atmosphere which
can absorb the hurts and wounds inflicted when the child of
God feils in his responsibllity of Christisn love.

In its function &s & training ground, the family grooms
its children for CGod-pleasing lives in the larger world.
Children leern how to get along with other people at home .7
If they learn God's will there, by actually experiencing
Christien love at work - loving their parents and brothers
and sisters, end being loved - they will live that way to-
ward other people, too.®

It is impossible to isolate one set of family sctivities

R. R. Caemmerer, "The Christien Family - a Living Force
in the Modern World, "The Christisn Femily in the Modern
World, edited by walter F. Wolbrecht (St. Louis: Concordia
PubIishing House, ¢.1948), pp. 57-8.

81 Peter 2:1-12.
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as training In Christlan love. Love 1s the element which
makes every family sctivity Christlen. Thus it is a factor
to be consldered throughout this study, not only in one
chapter.

Certain femily activities lend themselves more éirectly
than others to the cultivetion of Christian love, however,
and these are treated in this chapter. The difficuvlty comes
in putting & finger on one certain activity snd saying, "This
is training in Christian love." JNore often it is the way a
gertain thing is done, not necessarily the activity itself,
which mskes it Christien and excites s Christien response in
the child being trained. And, whet is more, the casusl ob-
server might even see great similarity between the methods
of a Christisn and s non-Christien person, if he does not
know their respective reesons or motive for ecting.

This study, therefore, was feced with certein grave
problems, and found itself greatly restricted as to what it
could aecqrately measure. It often found itself asking
largely negative questions, e.g., "How often have you seen
your Parénts quarrel during the past month?® and determining
only whether an etmosphere prevailed in which Christisn love
could not be bred. In asking positive questions (for example,
about demonstrations of affection or joint family sctivities)
it recognized that raforable responses did not necessarily
mean that these things were being done out of Christlan love

and were therefore training children in the life of God. But



53
it attempted to measure &s hest it couvuld those acts and hab-
its which to the outward eye were demonstrations of Christian
love, thereby pointing out that in those cases, at least the
framework existed in which Christian love could be generated
and nurtured.

Before examining the statistics gathered, 1t might be
well to polnt out that certalin sitvations which would have been
well suited for developing Christian virtues could not be in-
cluded in this study; for Instance, c¢rises in the 1life of the
family like the death of & parent or child, accidents, ete.,
or factors exlsting over a longer period of time, such as the
handicap of a family member, a chronic illness, or similar
factors. The study limited itself to the gamut of situations

which almost every family experiences during the course of

its normal existence.

Expressions of Love

While love is an attitude of the heart, it finds ex-
presslon both in words and deeds among the members of the
Christian femily. Christian love is not equated with af-
fection or sentiment in the c;mmonly accepted sense of the
term, but it does not witbhold affection when it knows that
the other person needs it for his welfare. In & Cbristien
fenily, there will be & matural flow of affectionate words

8nd deeds between parents and children, and by the same token,



54
an absence of quarreling and discord.” Particularly along
these lines do parents teach Dy their example. ZEven the
smallest child is affected by constant tension and bickering
between parents; but he is also affected by kind words and
thoughtful deeds which pass between them. The same demon-
strations of affection - or lack of them - are significant
in relations between parents and children. By virtue of
thelr position as the more mature influencing the less mature,
the responsibility for avolding asrguments and generating good
wlll rests lergely with the parents. '

Yost children In this study who were living with both
parents indicated that they hed seen their parents quarrel
very Infrequently during the preceding month; 43 per cent
haed not seen them gquarrel at all, 38 per cent had seen them
quarrel once or twice (Table 18). Similar figures were re-
corded for positive demonstrations of affection: 47 per cent
sald that they had seen their pasrents show affection to each
other often, 32 per cent said they had seen such demonstrations
occasionally (Table 19).

The most meaningful answer in Tasble 19 was the sbsolute
"never.” Most questions asked for answers tempered by "al-
most," since it was recognized that honest students would
shy away from unconditional terms like "always"™ or "never"

when evaluating their parents' actions. But in this question,

9Colossians 3:14-21.
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where both "never"™ and "almost never"™ were offered ss choices,
50 students, or 10 per cent of the group "Living with both
parents,™ said that they had seen their parents show no
demonstration of affectlon at all during the prececding month.
Forty-four students answered "almost never."

Most interesting, however, was the category "Living
with one parent (divorce)."™ Sixteen students in this cate-
gory enswered the question, since evidently this number had
one step-parent. While this number was small, it was note-
worthy that every one of them seid that they had never seen
their parents show affection to each other during the pre-
ceding month. This wes the only occurence of such a phenom-

enon throughout the study.

In Tables 20 and 21, which give figures on the number
of unpleasant arguments between students and parents, it
must be recognized that much depended on the student's inter-
pretation of the word "unpleasent." It was inserted ss a
qualifying adjective in order to eliminate from the tabula-
tion every-day disagreements among familf members which were
not likely to have serious consequences. To the degree that
this adjective was general and indefinite, these figures
rust be viewed as opinions, not objective facts.

The prevailing rattern was for both boys arnd girls to
have slightly more arguments with mothers than with fathers.
The pattern wes more proaounced for the girls then the boys;

in every age group, without exception, the number of girls
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NUMBER OF TIMES CHILDREN SAW PARENTS QUARREL DURING TEE PRECEDING MOHTH

ot

et all

Living with both (No.) 215
perents (Pct.) 43.0

Living with one (No.) 13
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 31.3

Iiving with one par- (No.) 7
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 70.0

TABLE 18

1-2 3 - 4 Five or
times times more
192 42 33
58.4 '3.‘;: o 6.6
2 y i
12.5 6.2
2 p | -
20.0 10.0 -
TABLE 19

NUMBER OF TIMES CHILDREN SAW PARENTS SHOW

APFECTION TO ONE ANOTHER DURING PRECEDING MONTH

Never
Iiving with both (No.) 50
parents (Pet.) 10.0
Living with one (No.) 16
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 100.0

Living with one par- (No.) 5
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 60.0

Almost Occa- Of ten
never silonally
44 163 236
8.8 32.6 47.2
- 3 2
- 0.0 20.0

No
answer

18
5.8

Yo
angwer

7
1.4

Total

500
100.0

16
100.0

10
100.0

Total

500
100.0

16
100.0

10
100.0

98



TABLE 20

NUMBER OF URPLEASANT ARUGMENTS BETWEEN CHILDREN
AND FATHERS DURING PRECEDING MONTH

None ne or Three or Ffive or No Total
two four more answer

Boys, age thirteen - (No.) 37 18 7 5 67
fourteen (Pot.) 56.3 26.38 10.4 7.5 - 100.0

Boys, age fifteen - (No.) 65 49 10 5 10 139
sixteen (Pet.) 46.7 35,3 7.2 3.6 7.2 100.0

Boys, age seventeen ~(No.) 36 15 3 3 7 64
eighteen (Pot.) &6.2 23.4 4.7 4.7 10.9 99.9

Total (No.) 138& a2 20 13 17 270
(Pet.) B51.1 30.4 7.4 4.8 6.3 100.0

Girls, age thirteer -(No.) 40 20 1 5 3 69
fourteen (Pet.) 87.9 29.0 i 7.3 4,3 100.0

Girls, age fifteen - (No.) 82 52 8 8 5 153
aixteen (Pet.) 53.6 54.0 5.2 3.9 3.3 1C0.0

Girls, age seventeen -(No.) 53 20 4 3 3 83
eighteen (Pet.) 63.9 24.1 4.8 3.6 3.6 100.0

Total (Ne.) 176 92 13 14 B ) 3086
(Pcto) 57.5 3°l2 4.3 4.6 3.6 lO0.0

IR A1 1 (3 tmitiniiii:l it Bt TR
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TABLE 20 (Continued)

NUMBER OF UNPLFASANT ARGUMENTS BETWEEN CHILDRFN
AND FATHERS DURING PRECEDING HONTH

None ne or Three or Five or Total
two four more

Living with both parents (No.) 281 16E 33 21 500
(Pet.) 66.2 33. 6.6 4.2 100.0

Living with one parent (No.) 11 6 - 1 18
(divorce) (Pct.) 61.1 33 .4 - 5.5 100.0

Living with one parent (No.) 7 1 - 1 9
other reason) (Pet.) 77.8 13,3 - s BB £ 100.0

TABLE 21

NUMBER OF UNPLEASANT ARGUMENTS BETWEEN CEILDREN
AND HOTHERS DURING PRECEDING MONTH

None One or Three or Five or Total
two four more

Living with both parents (WNo,) 237 202 39 22 500
(Pet.) 47 .4 40.4 7.8 4.4 100.0

Iiving with one parent (No.) 11 i 3 1 22
(divorce) (Pet.) 50.0 31.8 13.6 4.6 100.0

Iiving with one parent (No.) 9 16 2 3 30
%othor reason) (Pot.) 30.0 3.3 6.7 10.0 100.0




NUMBERS OF UNPLEASANYT ARCGUMIENTS BETWEEN CHILDREN

TABLE 21 (Continued)

AND MOTHERS DURING PRECEDING MONTH

Boys, age thirteen - (No.)

fourteen (Pet.)
Boys, age fifteen - (¥No.)
sixteen {Pot.)
Boys, age seventeen ~(No.)
eighteen (Pot.)
Total (No.)
(Pet.)

Girls, age thirteen =(No.)

fourteen (Pet.)
Girls, age fifteen - (No.)
sixteen (Pet.)
Girls, ege seventeen -(No.)
eighteen (Pet.)
Total (No.)

(Pet.)

None

26
2.8

61
43.8

3B
54.6

122
45.2
30
45.4

75
49.0

43
61.8

148
48.5

ne or
two

32
47.8

b7
41.0

21
32.8

110
40.8
29
42,0

59
38.6

27
32.6

1156
&7.7

Three or
four

6
8.9

®

0o
~NO O o®
(-8

s

: b
e O NN N

- - ®

] 0 <]

)
©

Five or
more

3
4.5

8

© v

(o 1)

=
=k G o St

2]

o
angswer

W = W
o) o

L&

.6

el V0
O

Total
6%

100.0

139
100.0

64
100.0

270
100.0

69
100.0

183
100.0

83
100.0

305
100.0

€S
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who had anywhere from one to five arguments with thelr moth-
ers was higher than those who had the same with their fath-
ers. The percentages of total difference between the two,
however, were not excessive: only 7.5 per cent more girls
had one or two arguments with mother than with father, and
this was the category showing the greatest difference.

These figures were borne out for the most part by the
tabulations on the same guestion under the categories "Living
with . . ." (also included in Tables 20 and 21). Of the five
hundred students living with both fether and mother, 56.2 per
cent sald they had no arguments with fatber during the pre-
ceding month, while only 47.4 per cent said they had no argu-
ments with mother. In the cases which would seem to be most
serious, viz. the cases of five or more arguments, fathers
were slightly more involved than mothers, the difference be-
ing about an average of only 1.0 per cent, however. In other
cases, those of from one to four arguments, mothers were al-
ways more involved. This was especially true among those
families in which.onlj one real parent wes at hpme, for rea-
sons other than divorce. In this category, 77.8 per cent of
the students said they had no erguments with father, while
only 30 per cent said they had no arguments with mother.

The man who lives in Christian love will forgive others

when they wrong him;mby the seme token, he will ask forgiveness

T b (e ——
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himself when he has committed the wrong.l? This is an impor-
tant lesson Lo be learned in the family. The question asked
in the study was, "Do you ever ask your father (mother) to
forgive you when you have done sgomething wrong?"™ This ap-
proached the problem from the viewpoint of the students!
lives ~ what they hed slready learned. What they had learned,
however, might not necessarily have been from their parents,
since other educational Influences had already played a great
part in their lives. 8till, the question was asked with a
view toward showing. to some extent at least, what rapport
existed between parent and child with regard to forgiveness
for wrongs comuitted, assuming thereby that the parent in-
vited such expressions by his own attitude and exsmple.

Since the question asked about general wrong-doing, not
personal offenses against one parent or the other, and aince
& separate question was asked for both fether and mother,
the study was more of a comparison between the two parents
than a general picture of how often the student asked for-
giveness. In other words, the study really asked, not "Do
you ask for forgiveness,™ but "Whom do you ask for forgive-
ness -~ father or mother?™ IHore than 44 per cent of the boys
said they almost never asked forgiveness of their fathers
(Table 22). This does not mean that 44 per cent of the boys

never asked forgiveness; they may have been among the 65 per

10ja tthew 18:21-35.
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cent who esked forgiveness at least occesionally from their
mother.

The results (Tables 22 and 23) conslstently showed the
mother &s the one to whom students went most often to ask
forgiveness. This was true of both boys and girls, in every
age group and in every type of home listed in the tables.
Other patierns which were in evidence: girls asked for for-
giveness more than boys, especially "almost every time;" and
as the age of students incressed, the percentage of asking
decreased.

Adclescents will more readily admit faults and ask for
forgiveness if parents show respect for them as individuals
and treat them like gradually meturing young people who can
make responsible judgments at least part of the time .11
This will mean, on the part of the parents, honesty and readi-
ness to admit those errors on their own part which ere quite
evident to their maturing children. Seys Rudisill:

Parental consistency and readiness to admit srrors and

faults are appreciated by young pecple. They are long

past the time when they believed that parents were per-

fect and knew everything. Unfalrness, shifting stand-

ards, iﬁ a closed mind meke co-operation almost impos-
sible.

1lira s, Wile, The Challenge of Adolescence (New York:
Greenberg, Publisher, iInc., ¢.1939), pp. 12-13.

12gar1 S. Rudisill, Christian Fami_])_{ Life (Philedelphia:
United Lutheran Publication House, 1944), p. 44.



TABLE 22

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN ASK FORGIVENESS OF FATHERS

Boys, age thirteen -~
fourteen

Boys, age fifteen =~
sixteen

Boys, age seventeen -
eighteen

Total

Girls, ag§ thirteen -
fourteen

Girls, age fifteen -~
sixteen

Girls, age seventeen -
eighteen

Total

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(¥o.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)
(No.)
(Pcto)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Peto)

Almos
never

27
40.3

63
45.3

31
48.4

121
44.8
24
34.8

66
36,9

38
45.7

117
38.4

t Occa-

sionally

25
37.2

40
£28.8

14
21.9

79

20.2
‘el

30.4

44
28.8

256
30.2

90
29.5

Almost
every time

13
19.4

21
156.1

12
8.7

48
17.1
18
26.1

46
80.1

15
i8.1

79
25.9

Ho
answer

2
3.0

15
10.8

»

o

[
QO oo O oo

N

Total

69
99.9

139
100.0

64
99.9

270

100.0
69

100.0

1563
100.0

83
100.0

3056
100.0

c9



TABIE 22 (Continued)
FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN ASK FORGIVENESS OF PATHERS

Almost Occa- Almost No Total
never gionelly every time answer

Living with both parents (No.) £15. 160 120 5 500
: (Pct.) 43.0 32.0 24,0 1.0 100.0

Living with one parent (No.) 11 - 3 - 14
(divorce) (Pct.) %78.6 - 21.4 - 100.0

Living with cne parent  (Mo.) 3 2 2 X 7
(other reason) (Pet.) 42.8 28.6 28.6 - 100.0

TABLE 23

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN ASK FORGIVERESS OF MOTHERS

Almost Occa- Almost No Total
never sionally every time answer
Living with both parents (No.) 155 177 160 8 5C0
(Pet.) 31.0 35.4 32.0 1.6 100.0
Living with one parent (No.) 7 2 14 - 23
(divorce) (Pet.) 30.4 8.7 60.9 - 100.0
Living with one parent No.) 6 11 13 - 30

(other reason) Pet.) 20.0 36.7 43.3 - 100.0




TABLE 23 (Continued)
FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN ASK FORGIVENESS OF MOTHERS

Almost Occa-~ Almost No Total
never sionally every time answer
Boys, age thirteen = (No.) 21 26 19 1 67
Boys, age fifteen - - (No.) 49 82 33 5] 139
sixteen ) Pet.) 35.2 37.4 23.8 3.6 100.0
Boys, age seventeen ~ (No.) 24 21 17 2 64
oighteen__ (Pet.) 37.8 32.8 26.6 3.1 100.0
Total (No.) 94 99 69 8 270 &
. (Pet.) 34.8 36.6 26.6 3.0 100.0
Girls, age thirteen =~ (No.) 18 25 25 1 69
fourteen (Pet.) 26,1 36.2 36.2 1.5 100.0
Girls, age fifteen - (No.) 40 46 865 2 153
s8ixteen (Pet.) 26.2 80,1 42.4 1.3 100.0
Girls, age seventeen - (No,) 23 27 31 2 83
eighteen (Pot.) 27.7 32.5 37.4 2.4 100.0
Total (No.) 81 28 121 5 3086
(Pat.) 26.6 32.2 39.6 1.6 100.0
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The question, "Do your parents ever admlt to you that
they are wrong?"™ lent itself to somewhet of & subjective an-~
swer on the part of the students, by its very nature. Again,
the most meaningful answer was the absolute "never," checked
by 14 per cent of the students whose parents were at home
(Table 24).

Table 25 must be interpreted exclusively as a judgment
on the part of the students. It gives the answers to the
question, '"Do your parents encourage you to figure things
out for yourself, to meke your own decisions? While inviting
confidence and encouraging self-reliance may seem to be para-
doxical, they go hand in hand. The parent who gently encour-
ages a child to assume more and more of the responsibility of
making his own decisions shows the child that the parent re-
spects him for what maturity he has gained. The child will
appreciate this, and reciprocate by placing confidence in his
parent. Such encouragement is not, of course, to be an avoild-
ing of responsibility on the part of the parents.

Table 25 gives the results, among other things, in the
light of the position of the child in the femily - only,
oldest, youngest, or middle - which factor might bave been
expected to play some part in the students' answers. No
significant trends presented themselves, however; the per-
centages were fairly well equalized throughout. The number -
of students answering "very much™ was consiséently much

higher than thbae who answered "hardly at all."



TABLE 24

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH PARENTS ADMIT TO CHILDREN
THAT THEY ARE WRONG

Never Almost Occa~- Almost No Total
never sionally every time answer
ILiving with both (No.) 70 99 1756 141 5 500
Living with one (No.) 3 1 8 10 1 23
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 13.1 4.3 34.8 43.5 4.3 100.0
Living with one par- (No.) 2 4 13 9 4 32

ent (other reason) (Poct.) 6.2 12.85 40,6 28.1 12.6 29.9



TABLE 25

DEGREE TO WHICH CHEILDREN TEINK PARENTS ENCOURAGE THEM
TO MAKE THEIR OWN DECISIONS

Hardly Some - Quite Very No
at all what a bit much answer
Living with both (No.) 33 116 176 175
parents (Pet.) 6.6 23.2 35.2 35.0 -
Living with one (No.) 4  J 5 7 -
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 17.4 30.4 21.8 30.4
Living with one par- (No.) 1 7 12 10 2
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 3.1 21.9 37.5 31.2 6.2
One c¢hild (No.) 8 21 40 28 i1
(Pct.) 6.2 21-9 41-7 29.2 lao
Two - three (No.) il 73 1156 115 -
children (Pat.) 8.5 23.1 36.7 36.7 -
Four - more (No.) 7 37 50 51 1
children (Pot.) 4.8 25.3 34.2 35.0 T
Only child (No.) 9 36 64 65 2
(Pet.) 5.4 21.7 38.6 33.1 1.8
0Oldest child (No.) 7 49 86 20
(Pet.) 3.0 21,1 36.9 38.6 4
Youngest child (No.) [ 27 34 36 =
(Pot') 4.9 26 .4 33.3 36.3 ¥
Middle child No.) 4 20 22 20 2
fpct.) 5.9 29.4 32.3 29.4 2.9

Total

500
100.0

23
100.0

32
99.9

96
100.0

314
100.0

146
100.0

166
100.0

233
100.0

102
99.9

68
99.9

B89
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Parents es Counselors

Parents cen help thelr chlldren most to grow spiritually

if they heave their confidence. The child can be reached best

throvgh his personal needs, problems which are important to
him. The Christlian parent will take an interest in his child's
"problems, awakenad urges, aspirations, worriles, friendships, love
interests, disappointments, surprises, and Joys."15 He will
invite intimate, heart-to-heart talks, and show aympathy and
understanding in them.

The study attempted to measure the degree of confidence
which the students haed in their parents in several places
throughout the questionnaire. The results are collected
here for comparison and analysis (Tebles 26-31). The tables
show the following pertinent facts:

1. llothers acicd as sympathetic listeners to the joys and

troubles of their children much more than fathers (Tables 28-
29,14

131bid., p. 44.

14This finding is almost identical with that of E. W.
Burgess and Louise Stanley in their report on the function of
home sctivities in the education of adolescents: "Almost two-
thirds of the girls snd 41 per cent of the boys in large citles
stated that they 'elmost always’ confide their joys and trou-
bles to their mothers . . . The boys tend to be less closely
bound to the mother than are the girls, the prevailing pattern.
being for the girls almost always to confide, the toys some-
times to confide. Nevertheless, for both boys end girls there
is & marked tendency toward confidence in the mother." E. W.
Burgess and Louise Stanley, The Adolescent in the Family (New
York: Appleton-Century Co., 1954), p. 36.
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2. Girls asked thelr mothers for help when they had
problems much more frequently than they asked their fathers.
Boys went to thelr mothers slightly more frequently then to
their fathers (Tables 26-27).

3. For both boys end girls, the percentage of those who
thought their mothers understood them most of the time was
larger than the percentage of those who thought the same of
their fathers (Tables 30-31).

4, As the age of boys Increased, the number who went to
their father for help or told them their joys end troubles
decreesed. This trend did not show up in the question re~
garding their mother (Tables 26-29).

5. Girls confided their problems, joys and troubles
more than boys, to both parents (Tables 26-29).

6. Not much difference showed up between boys and girls
in their estimate of how parents understood them. Nor was
there much difference between the age groups. Only one slight
trend showed itself, and that among the girls in their esti-
mate of whether their mother understood them or not. As their
age increased, their evaluation of their mothers' judgment de-

creased (Tables 30~31).



FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN ASK FATHERS FOR
WHEN THEY HAVE A PROBLEM

Boys, age thirteen -
fourteen

Boys, age fifteen =
sixteen

Boys, age seventeen =
eighteen

Total

Girls, age thirteen -
fourteen

Girls, age fifteen =
sixteen

Girls, age seventeen =-
eighteen

Total

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

TABLE 26

Almost Oceca~

never sionally
15 27
22.4 40.3
35 55
25.2 39.6
18 32
28.1 50.0
68 114
25.2 42.2
12 34
17.4 -49.2
36 . 72
33.6 47.0
7 | 42
20.5 50.7
66 148
21.3 48,6

Almost
always

23
34.3

37
26.6

9
14.1

69
256.6

17
24.6

39
26.5

21
2b6.2

77
26.2

HELP

o
answer

2
3.0

12
8.6

5
7.8

®
o ~I

(o7}

ary
B 0 e o

O

Total

&7
100.0

139
100.0

64
100.0

270
100.0

69
99.9

163
99’9

83
100.0

305
100.0

T4



TABLE 27

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN ASK MOTHERS FOR HELP

Boys, age thirteen -
fourteen

Boys, age fifteen =
sixteen

Boys, eage seventeen =
eighteen

Total

Girls, age thirteen -
fourteen

Girls, age fifteon -
gixteen

Girls, age seventeen ~
eighteen

Total

WHEN THEY HAVE A PROB

(NOQ)
{Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

{No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

Almes
never

9
13.4

23
16.5

12
18.7

44
16.3

t Occa-~-

sionally

40
59.7

€6
47.5

38
59.4

144
63.3
17
24.6

44
28.8

23
_27.7

84
27.5

a7
£

Almost
always

17
25.4

44
31.7

13

20.8
74
27 .4
47
62.0

09
64.7

47
56.6

195
63.3

No
answer

Total

&7
99.9

139
100.0

64
100.0

270

100.0
69
99.9

153
100.0

83
100.0

508
100.0

3L



Boys, age thirteen -
fourteen

Boys, age fifteen =
sixteen

Boys, age seventeen -
elghteen

Total

Girls, age thirteen -
fourteen

Girls, age fifteen -
sixteen

Girls, sge sevonteen -
eighteen

Total

TABLE 28

FREQUEKCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN TELL
JOYS AND TROUBLES TO FATHERS

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)
(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pcti)

(No.)
(Pcto)

(Foe!)

Almost Some -
never times
13 36
19.4 53 .7
31 68
22.3 48.9
15 37
20.4 &7.8
59 141
21.8 52.3
9 35
13.1 50.7
30 76
19.6 49.6
17 - 39
20.4 47.0
56 150
18.4 49.1

Almost
always

16
23.9

26
18,7

6
9.4

48
17.8
18
26.1

43
28,1

24
29.0

86
27.9

No
answer

2
3.0

14
10.1

ol 4
S

0
0 00
-

et

B Gl O O
o]

@ .
o {#7]

-
.
o

Total

67
100.0

139
100.0

64
100.0

270
100.0
69
100.0
153
99.9
100.0

306
100.0

eh



Boys, age thirteen -
fourteen

Boys, age fifteen =
sixteen

Boys, age seventeen -
eighteen

Total

Girls, age thirteen -
fourteen

Girls, age fifteen -
gixteen

Girls, age seventeen -
eighteen

Total

TABLE 29

FREQUENCY WITE WHICH CEILDREN TELL
JOYS AND TROUBLES TO MOTHERS

Almost Some - Almost Yo

naver times always answver
(No.) 9 35 23 -
(Pet.) 13.4 62.2 34.3 -
(No.) 19 75 39 3]
(Pect.) 13.7 54.0 28.0 4.3
(No.) 7 44 13 -
(POt.) 1009 68;8 20-5 0
(No.) 36 154 75 6
(Pet.) 13.0 §7.0 2%7.8 2.2
{No.) 3 16 50 -
(Pct.) 14.3 23.2 72.5 -
(No.) 6 46 99 2
(Pet.) 3.9 30.1 64.7 1.3
(No.) 6 21 56 1
(Pet.) 6.0 26.3 67.b6 1.2
(No.) 14 83 2056 3
(Pct.) 4.6 27 .2 67.2 1.0

Total

67
99.9

139
100.0

64
100.0

270
100.0

69
100.0

153
100.0

83
100.0

306
100.0

172




TABLE 30
DEGREE TO WHICH CHILDREN TEINK THEIR FATHERS UNDERSTAND THEM

Hardly Some of Jost of Almost all tio Total
at all the time the time of the time anawer

Boys, age thirteen - (No.) 8 17 21 19 2 67
fourteen (Pot.) 11.9 25.4 31.3 26.4 3.0 100.0

Boys, age fifteen - (No.) 18 27 49 32 13 139
sixteen (Pect.) IS.Q- 19.4 35.2 23.0 9.3 99.9

Boys, age seventeen -(No.) 3 12 20 18 6 64
eighteen (Pct.) 12.5 18,7 31.2 28.1 9.4 99.9

Total (No.) 34 56 90 69 21 270
(Pet.) 12.6 20.7 33.3 27 .6 7.8 100.0

Girls, age thirteen =-(lio.) 7 14 27 15 6 69
fourteen (Pot.) 10.1 20.3 39.1 21.8 8.7 100.,0

Girls, age fifteen - (No.) 18 40 51 36 8 153
sixteen (Pet.). 11.8 26,2 33.3 23.5 5.2 100.0

Girls, age seventeen -(No.) 15 20 20 23 5 83
eighteen (Pet.) 18.1 24.1 24.1 27.7 6.0 100.0

Total (No.) 40 74 08 74 19 3085

(Pet.) 13.1 24.35 52.1 24.3 6.2 100.0

S4



TABLE 31

DEGREE T0 WHICH CHILDREN THINK TEEIR MOTHERS UNDERSTAND THEM

Boys, ege thirteen - (No.)
fourteen {Pct.)
Boys, sge fifteen - (No,)
sixteen (Pet.)
Boys, ege seventeen =~(No.)
eighteen (Pet.)
Total (No.)
(Pet.)
Girls, age thirteen =-(No.)
fourteen (Pet.)
Girls, age fifteen = (No.)
sixteen (Pet.)
@Girls, age seventeen -(No.)
eighteen (Pet.)
Total (No.)

(Pet.)

Hardly
at all

&
l.5

2.9

10
6.5

10
12.1

22
7.2

Some of
the time

20
20.8

26
18,7

17
26,6

63
R3.4

8
11.6

28
18.3

9
10.8

45
14,7

Most of Almost all No
the time of the time answer
20 23 3

29.8 34.3 4,5

62 43 5
37 .4 34,5 3.6
25 19 2
35.9 29.7 3.1
25 . 90 10
36.2 33.3 3.7
29 30 -
42,0 43.5 -
52 63 -
54,0 41 .2 =
29 32 3
35.0 38.5 3.6
110 126 ]
36.1 41,0 1.0

Total

&7
9.9

139

100.0
69

100.0

270
100.0

69
100.0

153
100.0

83
100.0

306
100.0

oL
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Family Partnership

Parents gein the confidence of their children, not only
by verbally inviting them to conflde in them, but by bﬁild—
ing an intimate compenionship with them over a period of
years. Such a companionshlp develops as they de things
with their children, share experiences with them, ané give
them their share of responsibllity at home.

The study inguired into several types of femily activ-
ities, including both work andé recreation. Vork activities,
or sharing femily duties, ocan have two benefits: uwnifying
the family as the members mutually contribute toward the
family welfare; and teaching the children to assume their
share of respomsibllity, @& lessor which they need for all
adult living. It must be recognized that by merely perform-
Ing the activities here enumerated, especially if they are
compelled by force to do them, the children do not necessar-
ily gain either of the two benefits. Much depends on the
parents' methods of giving their children responsibllity,
how they lead the children to see that in performing a given
task they are making a real contribution to the ultimate
goal of the family, Tables 32~36 deal with work activities
in the home and assumption of responsibility by the student
in personal matters.

Recreation and other leisure time activities lend them-

selves especially well to unifying the family, if these

L S S
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things are planned and carried out together. The more a
parent 1s with his child, and the closer he is to him, the
greater influence for good he can wield.

The verlety of outside interests which clamor for the
attention of both perents and children in our age have great-
ly decreased the amount of time spent together by the family.
Commerciel amusement agencies have taken over the job of en-
tertaining the family, so the femily no longer has to find
wlthin itself the meens to entertain itself. As & result,
famlly members often do not have common interests; they seek
companionship wilth others outside the home, forming units on
the basis of age, sex, vocation, etc.ls All of this lays a
greater responsibility on perents to seek ways and means of
retalning the essential togetherness of the family - and al-
80 of retaining the position as Christian educators of their
children during the informal moments of recreation, when
their children are learning most quickly.

Since children spend weekdays in school, the fact that
their mothers work during the day might not seem to have
much significance for joint family activities. But there is
more to the story than this. The housework must still be
done, and if the mother works while children are in school,
the chences are great that she will have to do her household
chores while the children are at home, minimizing the amount

lsB“rBess and Stenley, op. c¢it., pp. 3=4.
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of leisure time she can give her chiidren. Then, too, there
are the emotional strains which are more frequent and harder
to bear when the mother is tired after a full day's work and
still feced with work at home. |

Those were the factors which gave rise toc the question,
"Does your mother work outside the home?"™ The following
notable facts are evident In Teble 37, where the answers to
this question eare recordeds

1. In those families with both parents at home, over
42 per cent of the mothers were working either full or part
time.

2. In homes either broken now or broken =t one time for
reasons other than divorce, over 66 per cent of the mothers
were working every dey, full time .16

9. The highest percentage of mothers working every dey,
full time, wes found in the category "Living with one parent
(divorce)," mede vp of homes broken either now or previously
by reason of divorce: &l per cent.

Table 38 lists the number of evenings the whole family
was together during the week preceding the study. This
measurement was only partially useful, since the whole fam-
1ly could have been at home and each family member still
following his own individual pursuit, with nc joint activity.

185 ome of the children who indicated in Questionnaire I
that they were living with only one parent were evidently
@lso living with one step-parent.
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The figures were falrly well spread out, with no significant
trends presenting themselves. B8ix children in the category
"riving with one perent (divorce),"™ or 26 per cent, said
their families were not together on & single evening.

The students were given a list of actlivities and asked
to check which ones their families had participated in to-
gether (father or mother end at least some of the children)
during the month preceding the study. The answers are re-
corded in Table 39.

Activities checked most frequently were: went shopping,
went visliting, watched television, went to church. Those
checked least frequently: went to concerts, took walks,
did handicreft work, went to a museum or art gallery.

The students were also given a list of five activities
and asked whether they had participated in them, together

with their parents, at any time. These are listed in Table
40.

Y R




TABLE 32

HOME DUTIES PERFORMED BY BOYS DURING PRECEDINC WEEK

Set the table

Cleared the table
Washed or dried dishes
Preparad a meal

Made own bed

Cleaned own room
Helped clean house

Went on errands for father

Went on errands for mother

(No.)
(Pet.)

(Ho.)
(Pect.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No,)
(Pcto)

(No.)
(Pcto )

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Peto)

(No.)
(Pcto)

(No.)
(Pet.)

Age
13 - 14

34
50.7

35
52.2

39
68.1

17
25.4

30
44.8

36
B3.7

41
61.2

64
80.5

41
6l.2

Age
16 - 16

71
61.1

74
83.5

76
654.7

38
27 .4

78
56.1

59
42.5

71
61.1

11l
79.8

79
56.9

Age
17 - 18

29
45.3

95
54,7

39
61.0

20
31.2

26
43.7

30
46 .8

31
48.4

49
76.5

34
53.1

Total
134
49,6

144
865.4

154
87.0

75
27.8

136
60.3

126
46.3

143

53.0:

214
79.3

154
57.0

18




TABLE 33

HOME DUTIES PERFORMED BY BOYS DURING PRECEDING YEAR

Helped decorate own room

Did fencywork or handicraft
Washed automobile

Helped repair automobile

Did minor repairs around house
Mowed lawn

Worked in garden

Helped wash or iron

Shovelled snow

(No.)
(Pcto)

(¥o.)
(Pcto)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(Xo.)
(Pet.)

(No.)

{Pet.)

(No.)
(Pcto)

(No.)
(Pcto)

(No.)
(Pcto)

Age
13 - 14

46
68,7

29
43.3

51
76.0

33
49.2

53
79.0

62
77.5

32
47 .7

26
58.8

54
80.56

Age
15 - 16

65
46.8

58
41.7

101
72.6

67
48.2

110
79.0

109
78.4

78
56.2

54
38,9

127
91,3

Age
17 - 18

29
45.3

31
48 .4

52
8l.2

40
62.5

64
84.4

62
8l1.2

36
54.7

25
39.0

57
89.0

Total

140
51.7

118
43.6

204
77.0

140
51.8

217
80.3

213
78.8

145
53.6

105
38,8

238
88.0

28



TABLE &4

HOME DUTIES PERFORMED BY GIRLS DURING PRECEDING WEEK

Set the table
Cleared the table
Washed or dried
dishes
Preﬁared a meal
ilade own bed
Cleaned own room
Helped clean house
Went on errands for

father

Went on errands for
mother

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

Age
13 - 14

56
8l.1

60
87.0

656
94.2

23
33.8

o7
82.6

41
9.5

80
72 .5

54
78,3

29
42.0

Age
15 - 16

1256
81.7

126
282.2

140
91.5

86
56.2

119
77.8

119
7.8

119
77.8

120
78.4

62
40.5

Age
17 - 18

67
80.8

72
86.7

76
91.7

38
45.8

67
80.8

&9
71.1

56
67.5

62
74.7

33
39.8

Total
248
81.3

258
84.6

281
92.2

147
43.2

243
79.6

219
71.8

2286
73.7

2356
77 .4

124
40.6

8



TABLE 35
HOME DUTIES PERFORMED BY GIRLS DURINC PRECEDING YEAR

Age Age Age Total
15 - 14 156 - 16 17 - 18
Made some of own clothes (No.) 34 28 61 193
(Pet.) 49 .2 64.0 73.5 63.2
Helped decorate own room (No.) 36 79 63 168
(Pct.) 52.2 51.6 63.9 85.C
Did fencywork or hendicraft (No.) 35 72 47 154
(Pet.) 80.7 47.0 56.7 50.5
Weshed automobile (No.) 34 72 39 145 2
(Pet.) 49.2 : 47.0 47.0 47 .5 ™
Mowed lawn (No.) 42 38 44 174
(Pect.) 60.9 57.5 63.1 52.0
Worked in garden (No.) 29 59 34 122
(Pet.) 42.0 38.6 41.0 40.0
Helped wash or iron (No.) 65 141 75 281
(Pet.) 94.2 92.1 90.5 92.1
Shovelled snow (No.) 46 06 49 191
(Pet.) 66.7 62.8 59.1 62.6
Planned meals (No.) 47 102 61 210

(Pet.) 68.0 66.6 73.5 68.8




TABLE 36

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITIES ASSUHED BY CHILDREN
DURING PRECEDING YEAR

Living with both One parent One parent
perents (divorce) (other reason)
Planned own clothes ¥o.) 360 20 22
Pet.) 72.0 87.0 88.7
Selected own clothes (No.) 432 20 22
at store (Pct.) 86.4 87.0 8.2
Kept account of (No.) 154 6 11
spending (Pet.) 30.8 26.1 34 .4
Kept plen for spend- (No.) 131 9 9

ing (budget) (Pet.) 26.2 39.2 28.1

an
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TABLE 37

NUMBER OF CASES IN WHICH MOTHERS WORK OUTSIDE THE HOME

Not at Every day, Part - No Total
all full time time answer

Living with both parents (No.) 287 98 111 4 500
(Pet.) 87.4 19.6 22.2 .8 100.0

Living with one parent (No.) 3 17 1 - 21

Living with one parent (No.) 9 20 1 - 30
(other reason) (Pet.) 30.0 66.7 33.3 - 1100.0

&
TABLE 38

NUMBER OF EVENINGS WHOLE PAMILY WAS TOGETHER DURING PRECEDING WEEK

One Two eve- Three our eve- Nenw No Total
evening nings evenings nings at all answer

Living with (No.) 51 110 1156 180 43 1 500
both perents (Pet.) 10.2  22.0 25.0 36.0 8.6 -2 100.0
One parent (No.) 2 3 5 6 6 1 23
(divorce) (Pet.) 8.7 18.2 21.7 26.1 26.1 4.3 100.0
One parent iﬂo.) 1 6 6 14 4 1 32
(other reason)(Pct.) 3.1 18.8 18.8 43.7 12.5 3.1 100.0




TABLE 39
JOINT FAMILY ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED DURING PRECEDING MONTH

Living with One parent (ne parent
both parents (divorce) (other resson)
Played games together (No.) 142 6 4
{ (Pet.) 28.4 26.1 12.5
Sang or played music (No.) 124 6 5
(Pet.) 24.8 26.1 15.6
Went shopping (No.) 245 13 18
(Pet.) 49.0 56.5 56.2 =
3
Went to movies ' (No.) 114 11 10
(Pet.) 22.8 47.8 31.2
Went to concerts (No.) 57 -~ 2
(Pet.) 11.4 - 6.2
Wient visit (No,) 354 13 19
s (Pet.) 70.8 56.5 59.4
Went auto ridin (No.) 289 gor. 16
$ (Pet.) 57.8 39.2 50.0
Watched television (No.) 361 15 21

(Pet.) 72,0 65.2 65.6




TABLE 39 (Continued)
JOINT FAMILY ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED DURING PRECEDING ¥ONTH

Living with One parent One parent
both parents (divorece) (other reason)
Took walks (No.) 42 3 2
(Pot.) 8.4 185.1 6.2
Went to sports event (No.) 168 3 4
(Pet.) 33.6 13.1 12.5
Did handicraft work (No.) 76 5 2
(Pet.) 16.2 21.8 6.2
Went to a museum or (No.) 14 7 1 @
art gallery (Pet.) 2.8 30.4 S.1 &
Went to & church (No.) 402 17 28
service (Pet.) 80.4 73.9 71.9
Went to another (No.) 204 5 11
church activity (Pect.) 40.8 21.8 4.4
Went to some activity (¥o.) 166 5 8

at school (Pet.) 31.2 21.8 25.0
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TABLE 40
JOINT ACTIVITIES PERFORMED AT ANY TINME BY CHILDREN AND PARENTS

Living with One parent One parent
both parents (divorce) (other reason)
Purchased an article (No.) 313 17 24
of home furniture (Pet.) 62.6 73.9 75.0
Planned en evening of (No.) 226 15 17
home recreation (Pet.) 45.2 65.2 83.1
Entertained guests (No.) 3563 18 24
s (Pet.) 70.6 783 75.0
Purchased an automo ~ (No.) 169 7 10
bile or part for same (Pet.) 33.8 30.4 31.2
Planned a vacation (No.) 325 13 15
trip (Pet.) 656.0 56.5 46.9

68
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CHAPTER 1V
PROVIDING INFLUENCES WHICH STINMULATE GROWTH

The previous chapter has indicated that one of the
vital fectors affecting the child's growth in the life of
God within the family is his personal relationship with the
other members of the family. The child grows in Christian
love as he sees and experiences it in action.

Other factors in the home make their imprint on the
chilld's mind and character, too. Some of these are quite
tangible: the magezines which he reads, the opinions on
current events which he hears expressed, the television
programs which he wetches. Others are not so easily iden-
tified: femily habits and customs, femily traditions and
ideals, general home atmosphere. All of them together form
the structure within which the child grows, and all of them

have their pert in shaping his life.
Basic Femily Attitudes and Ideals

The most intangible of the influences bearing on the
child in the femily ere the family's accepted ideals, the
standard of velues by which it judges everyday happenings
&nd makes everyday decisions. Regsrdless of what parents
88y are the worthwhile things in life, children will take
their cue from what their parents do, what they give thelir
time to, what they place their confidence in. Are spiritual
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values really the most important? How can they be, reason
the children, if their parents pay only lip service to them,
worshipping meenwhile at the shrine of materiael wealth and
human approval? In this connection, Percy end liyrtle Hayward
say:

Nothing cen take the place of the impressions that will

be gained from the rcligious life of the parents. In

some way no matter what parents say about the relative
values of religious matters and other and conflicting
things in life, children will be influenced by what
parents actually choose for themselves.

Measuring family attlitudes and ideals chjectively is
veritably impossible; they cannot be reduced to facts and
figures. They might be deduced by observing the femily's
actions over an extended period of time - watching how it
faces up to crises, seeing what kind of goels it sets for it-
self in life, listening to 1ts everyday conversation at the
table,® noticing the things for which it sscrifices, etc.
But to cleim to identify them by esking a few questions in
an objective study would be presuvmptuous.

The study did attempt to obtain at least a partial pic-
ture of the family's attitudes and ideals by asking whether

certein topics arose in the femily conversation end how the

1

Percy R. Heyward and Hyrtle H. Fayward, The Home &nd
_Ch!'iatian Living (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1931),
p. 134,

2 ~ |
Henry F. Gope, Rellglous Educetion in the Family (Chi-
©8g0: University of Chicsgo Press, 1916), pp. 168-9.
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f&milj acted in one given situation. The measurement was
admittedly crude; all of the guestions of this type admitted
of subjective Judgment on the part of the students, or even
of misinterpretation., The results are presented in the hope

that, if these fectors are taken into consideration, the

figures mey still give a general idea of what the familles
considered important in life.

liost students said their parents talked about money ﬂ
only "some" of the time, although many indicated that money .

was 2 subject of discussion "quite a bit" of the time (Table

41). In each of the categories listed, the percentage of ;
students who said their parents talked sbout money "almost
‘all of the time™ was higher thsn the percentage who said

thelr perents talred about money "hardly at all."

TABLE 41
FPREQUENCY WITH WHICH PARENTS TALK ABOUT HONEY

Living with One parent One parent
both parents (divorce) (other reason)
Hardly st (No.) 37 : 4 3
Some (No.) 226 8 14
(Pct.) 45.2 34.8 43.7
Quite & (No.) 189 10 il
bit {Pct.) 37.8 43.5 34 .4
Almost all (No.) 48 ; 4 : 4
the time (Pect.) 9.6 17.4 - 12.5
Total (No.) 500 23 32

100.0 100.0 100.0
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More mothers then fathers referred to the protecting
hand of God during the month preceding the study (Tables 42
and 43). Of the 112 fathers who referred to God "several
times" (in the category "Llving with both parents"), twenty-
one were ministers or teachers.

Students were asked the question, "When someone in the
family 1is sick, does your feamlly pray together for his re-
covery’® The point of the question was this: parents have
an opportunity. in times of family crisis, to make meaningful
a Christian truth of'ten learned intellectually by students,
namely that Cod ls the Preserver and Sustainer of physical
life. They show that they believe this by naturally turning
to Him in prayer; they cen impress it on their children es-
peclally if they let their éhildren see them at prayer, or,
better yet, invite their children to pray with them.

Of course, the methods mentioned are not the only ones
by which & parent cen make such an experience meaningful,
end it is recognized that the question was by no means all-
Inclusive. Iliost students said that they prayed privately
when a member of the femily was 11l (Table 44). Eight stu-
dents of the group labeled "One parent Lutheran," or 15.7
per cent, said they thought no one preyed at all during such
@ orisis, and the same was true of seven, or 13 per cent, of

the students in the group "Parents other religions.”




TABLE 42
FREQUENCY OF REFERENCE TC GOD BY FATHERS DURING PRECEDING NONTH

Not at Once or Several Can't Total
all twice times remember
Living with both parents (No.) 206 121 112 61 500
(Pot.) 41.2 24.2 22.4 12.2 100.0
Living with one parent (No.) 13 1l 1 2 17
(divorce) (Pot.) 76.4 5.9 5.9 11:8 100.0 o
1Y
Iiving with one parent (No.) 2 - 2 - 4
(other resson) (Pet.) 50.0 - 50.0 - 100.0
Both parents (No.) 166 111 112 58 447
Lutheran (Pat.) 3I7.2 24.8 £5.0 13.0 100.,0
One parsnt Iutheran (No.) 13 1 3 4t 1o 19
(Pet.) 68 .4 5.3 15.8 10.5 100.0
Parents other religions (No.) 40 9 1 2 S

(Pot.) 77.0 17.3 1.9 5.8 100.0




TABLE 43
FREQUENCY OF REFERENCE TO GOD BY NOTHERS DURING PRECEDING HONTH

Not at Once or Several Can't Total
all twice tirces remember

Living with both parents (No.) 138 154 141 67 500
(Pet.,) 27.6 30.8 28.2 13.4 100.0

Living with one parent (No.) 4 8 4 5 21
(divorce) (Pet.) 19.1 38.0 19.1 23.8 100,0

Living with one parent (Wo.) 2 6 14 2 31
(other reason) (Pet.) 29.1 19.4 45.1 6.4 100.0

Both parents Lutheran (No.) 114 137 133 63 447
(Pet.) 26.5 30,8 29.6 14.1 100.0

One parent Lutheran (No.) 12 12 18 6 43
(Pet.) 25,0 25.0 37.5 12.5 100.0

Parents ather religions (No.) 24 17 8 5 54

(Pot.) 44 .4 . 31.5 14.8 9.3 100.0

86



TABLE 44
ORIGIN AND FREQUENCY OF PRAYER AT TINE OF ILLVESS

Both parents One parent Parents other
Lutheran Lutheran religions
No one prays (No.) 26 8 7
(Pet.) 5.8 15,7 13,0
©
Student prays privately (Xo.) 262 23 37 -
(Pet.) 58.5 45.1 68.5
Occesionally family prays  (No.) 84 15 4
together (Pet.) 18.8 20.4 7.4
Almost always family prays (No.) 61 4 3
together (Pet.) 13.6 7.8 5.6
No answer (No.) 14 - 3
(Pct.) 3-1 m 5-6
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Other Influsnces

some of the more tanpgible inflvences which affect child-
ren sre music, home furnishings, literature = all of them
importent becesuse they convey not only intellectuval impres=
sions, but mood und emotion.® Children ca ry with them into
life the impressions made on them by the chsracter of the
art on the walls of their home, ¥he songs hﬁxmed by their
mother, the literature read send discussed in the family circle.

In inquiring into the musical atmosphere of the home,
the study asked whether the students sang or listened to pop=
vlar songs during the preceding month, in order to determine
whether there was any enjoyment of wusic at all in the home,
It wculd s em that the percentage of those who sang, played,
or listened to sacred music should then have compared fave
orably with the former figure, if parents had been careful
to control also this influence so that it might become a
factor in helping Christian growth, Tsble 45 gives the re=-
sults., The numbers of those who sang hymns were consider=-
ably below the numbers of those who sang populsr songs (from
27 to 63 per cent), and the same is true of those who lis-
tened to sacred music as compared with those who listened to

popular music (from 20 to 28 per cent below).

3H10hard R. Caéemnerer, "rhe Christian Family - & Living
Force in the Modern World,™ The Christisn Femily in the

Kodern World, edited by Walter K., Wolbrecht (St. Louis: Con=-
cordia Publishing House, ¢.1948), p. 66.



TABLE 45

TYPES OF KUSIC HEARD, SUNG, OR PLAYED BY CHILDREN
DURING PRECEDING MONTH

Living with One parent One parent
both parents (divorce) (cther reason)
Sang hymns (No.) 205 9 i2
, (Pet.) 41.0 39.2 37.5
Iistened to religious music (No.) 359 15 20 <
(Pet.) 71.8 65.2 62.5
Played religious music (No.) 163 3 13
(Pot.) 32.6 13.1 40,6
Sang populer songs (No.) 341 21 18
(Pot.) 68.2 91.4 56.2
IListened to populer songs (No.) 453 21 29

(Pet.) 91.6 91.4 90.6
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The stuvdy placed a list of religiouvs pictures and sym=-
bBols before the students znd asked them to check which were
in theirlhomes. The study did not ask which hogles had no re-
ligious pictures or symbols, and since meny students checked
more than one choice, there was no way of determining over
what percentage of the total these figuvres were spresd. The -
tebulation is given in Table 46.

Table 47 lists the number of religiocus books found in
the homes of the students, and Table 48 does the same for re=-
ligious periodicels. Figures were slsc obtained for the num=
ber of seculer periodicals teken In the hceme, with & view to=
ward comparing these figures with those on religious per=
lodicals (Teble 49),

In the category "Both Parents Lutheran" (Table 49), 86
per cent of the families took at least one secvlar magezinej
this figure might be cowpered with the figures for each of
the religiovs megezines unGer the seme category. Each of
the religious magazines listed is connected directly with
the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, which explains the con=
siderably lower percenteges found in the cetegory "Perents
Other religions.™ Of course, evelustion of the figures event-
vally must teke into sccount the respective merits of each of
the magazines listed; the list here is meant only to give a
general picture of th§ number'of religious magazines, regard-

less of’ their respective merits or demerits, fc?nd-in the housg

studieqd;




TABLE 46
RELIGIOUS PICTURES AND SYKBOLS IN THE HOME

Living with One parent One parent
both parents (divorce) (other reason)
Picture of Christ (No.) 420 18 22
(Pect.) 84.0 78.3 68.7
Other religious picture (No.) 336 16 14 5
: (Pet.) 67.2 69.6 43.7 o
Cross or crucifix (No.) 299 11 19
: (Pect.) 59.8 47 .8 59.4
Religious plague (No.) 317 15 17
(Pet.) 63.4 65.2 53.1
Other religious symbol (No.) 208 i/ 12

(Pet.) 41.6 30.4 37.5




Bible

Hymnal

Prayer book

Other religious or devo-

tional book

Religious novel

RELIGIOUS BOOKS IN THE HOHE

(No.)
(Pect.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

TABLE 47

Living with
both parents

494
098.8

417
83.4

464
02.8

416
83.0

268
53.6

ne parent
(Givoree )

23
100.0C

18
78.3

23
100.0

21
91.4

l?
30.4

One parent
(other reason)

31
96'9

22
68.7

24
76.0

286
78.1

12
37.5

T0T

-




TABLE 48&
RETLIGIOUS PERIODICALS IN THE HOME

Both parents One perent Parents other
Lutheran Lutheran religions

Lutheran Witness (No.) 369 34 15
' (Pet.) 82.5 67.6 e7.8
This Day (No.) 216 12 11l

(Pct.) 48.3 25.5 20.4
Youth (No.) 175 20 10

(Pet.) 39.7 39.2 18.6
8t., Louis Lutheran (No. ) 516 25 13

{(Pct.) 70.6 49.0 24.0
Other religious magazine (No.) 196 12 19

or paper (Pct.,) 43.5 £3.5 36.2

20T



TABLE 49
NUMBER OF SECULAR MAGAZINES IN THE HOME

Both parents One parent Parents other
Lutheran Lutheran rellgions
None (No.) 63 14 10
(Pet.) 14.1 27 .4 18.56
One (No.) 73 9 12
{Pct.) 16.3 1T.7 22,2 =
]
Two (No.) 102 ) 11 12
(Pet.) a%.8 21.6 22.2
Three 8 (No.) 86 8 7
. ' ol (Pct.) 19.0 15.7 13.0
Four or more (Neo.) 124 9 13
: (Pct.) - 27.8 17.6 24.1
Total (No.) 447 51 54

(Pet.) 100,0 100.0 100.0
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Students were asked to estimate the number of books
their fathers and mothers had reac during the past year, for
this reason: the answers would gilve an aporoximate ides of
how parents were trying to broaden and deepen their own knowl-~
edge via literature, and thus be better able to contribute
toward the growth of their children (although no distinction
was made between secular andéd religlous books in the question):
and the answers would also indicate what sort of example
parents were giving their children in regerd to the value of
reading for growth in Mnowledge. Since the students undoubt-
edly did not see their parents every time the latter réﬁd a
book, only the idea of exemple could be measured with any
degree of validity. And inasmuch as the answers could only
be estimates on the part of the students, even the validity

of this measurement might be questioned. In any case, the

figures are presented as estimates, and should be evaluated
as such (Tables 50-51).

Not much difference was recorded between mothers and

fathers; in the group in which both parents were at home, 30

per cent of the students said that they thought their father

bad read no books.at all during the preceding year, and an |
1dentical percentage said the same of their mother. Of the

125 students in this category who said their fathers had

read five or more books, thirty-nine (about one-third) were

children of ministers or teachers in Lutheran schools.



TABLE 50

CHILDREN 'S ESTIMATE OF NUMBER OF BOOKS READ BY FATHERS
DURING PRECEDING YEAR

None One or Three or Five or No Total
two four mnore answer
Living with both {No.) 153 127 76 125 19 500
parents (Pet.) 30.6 25.4 158.2 25.0 3.8 100.0
Living with one (No.) 5 2 3 5 - 15
pvarent (divorce) (Pet.) 33.3 13.3 2.0 33.3 - 99.9
Living with one par- (No.) e - - 4 - 6
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 33.3 - ~ . 66,7 - 100.0 5
o
(9]
TABLE 51

CEILDREN'S ESTINATE OF NUMBER OF BOOES READ BY MOTHERS
- DURING PRECEDING YEAR

None One or Three or Plive or No Total
: . two four more answer
Living with both (No.) 153 180 78 o7 22 500
parents (Pet.) 30,6 30.0 15.6 19.4 4.4 100.0
Living with one (No.) 8 5 4 3 - 20
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 40.0 25.0 20.0 15.0 - 100.0
Living with one par- (No.) 6 10 5 6 - 27

ent (other reason) (Pot.,) 22.2 37.1 18.56 22.2 - 100.0
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Another factor which might be included emong influences
on children in the home is the presence of guests. They can
share their experiences with {anily members, introduce topics
of comversabion which often broaden the vision of children,
and in general do much to inject vitelity into the family
circle and stimulate growth. The family's treatment of guests,
their courtesy and hospitality, can be in itself a lesson in
Christian love,

Much depends, of course, on whom the family invites, how
they entertain, what they telk about. Host of this the study
did not attempt to measure. It linited itself to determining
the frequency with which guests appeared in the home and the
degree to which children were invited to participate in the
conversation end entertsinment when guests were present (Tables
52 - 53) A substantia1>percentage of students in the group
"Living with both parents" indicated that thelr families in=
vited guests almost every week (14.4 per cent), and the highest
percentage answered "about twice & month" (20.2 per cent).

The group which seemed to have had guests most infrequently
was the one labeled "Living with one parent (other reason);"
S3.1 per cent of this group said their femilies had guests only
" few times & year.® Most students indicated that they were
almost elways invited to shere in the conversation and enter-
tainment when guests were present, and the percentage of those
Who said they were almost never invited to do so was almost

hegligible (Teble 53).




TABLE 52
FREQUENCY OF INVITATIONS TO GUESTS

Almost Few times Once Twice Almost Total
never a year & month a month every week
Living with both (No.) 21 144 117 146 72 500
parents (Pet.) 4.2 28.8 23.4 29.2 14 .4 100.0
'Eg Iiving with one (No.) 3 6 6 5 3 23
= parent (divorce) (Pet.) 18.1 26.0 26.0 21.8 1951 100.0
I ILiving with one par- (No,) - v 7 6 2 32
, 8%‘ ent (other reason) (Pet.) - 53.1 21.9 18.7 6.2 99.9
e
P E TABLE 53 [
O o & i Q
b 8 FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN ARE INVITED TO SHARE IN CONVERSATION
7 2 AND ENTERTAINMENT WHEN GUESTS ARE PRESENT
% = r.. Almost Occasionally Almost No Total
O never always answer
Living with both parents (No,) 19 100 324 57 500
: (Pet.) 3.8 20.0 64.8 11.4 100.0
-+ Living with one perent (No.) 2 - 21 - 23
(divorce) (Pet.) 8,7 - 91.3 - 100.0
Living with one parent (No.) 1 6 285 - 32
(other reason) (Pct,) 3.1 18,7 78.1 - 99.9
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Discipline

Highly significant for Christian growth in the home is
the method of discipline empnloyed thére. Paprents are ex=-
horted in Scripture to wield a firm hand of control over
their children, as part of their tréining, so that there is

no question as to who hes the authority in the home.? But

" a2t the same time this is to be "admonition of the Lord" and

applied always so that the child night grow.® The period

of adolescence is especially critical In regard to discipline.
The question thet appeared first in Questionnaire II was:

"Are you punished at home when you are disobedient?™ Fifteen

questions later students were asked, "Have you been punishedv

at home during the last month?"™ end "If so, how were you

punished?"™ luch depended, perticularly in the first gquestionm,

on the students! interpretation of the term "punished."™ In

the latter pair of questions, a check list of punlshments

was given, including "scolding” and Ysking away orivileges."
Some students may have interpreted "punishment” in the

Tirst questicn to mesan only severe discipline, and this may

“Proverbs 13:24; 23:13; I Timothy 314.
5Epheaians G:d.

= 6Ira S. wile, The Challenge of Adolescence (New Yorks
reenberg, Publisher, Inc., ¢.1939), D+ 200e

6
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account for the rather substantlal percentages in every

group who answered that they were "hardly ever"™ punished
when disobedient (Table 54). The highest percentages were
found among those who answered that they were "sometimes"
punished.

When Tables 54 and 55 are viewed together, some slight
trends present themselves. Iliore parents who had only one
child punished their children "hardly ever" or "not at-all™
(during the preceding month) than those who had more children.
By the same token, children who were alone in the home at the
time of the study (classified as "only children") were punished,
on the average, less frequently than those living with other
children. "Youngest children"™ were punished less frequently
than "oldest"™ or "middle"children. No other trends are
readily discernible from the tables.

Table 56 gives the types of punishment administered to

the students.” As might be expected, since disobediences

‘would vary greatly as to seriousness, the ma jorlty of punish-

ments were in the form of scoldings. The ma jority of the
more severe punishments were in the form of taking awsy priv-
ileges; but twenty-nine students whose parents were both at
home said their parents slapped them for punishment, and
fourteen said their parents whipped them.

7Percentages on this table sre on the number who said
they were punished at least once during the preceding month
(Table 54). Some checked more than one type of punishment.




TABLE 54

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN ARE PUNISHED WHEN DISOBEDIENT

Iiving with both
parents

Living with one
parent (divorce)

Iiving with one par-
ent (other reason)

One child

Two - three children
Four - more children
Only 9h11d

Oldest child

Youngest child

Middle chila

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pot.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pot.)

(No.)
(Pctc )

(No.)
(Pet.)

(¥o.)
(Pet.)

Hardly
ever

101
20.2

7
50.4

8
25.0

286
26.1

63
20.1

29
19.9

37
22.3

45
19,3

27
26.4

14
20.6

Some -
times

207
41.4

11
47.8

14
43.8

47
49.0

127
40.4

61
41,7

86
51.2

86
36.9

39
38.2

20
38.2

Almost
elways

140
28.0

S
13.1

6
18-8

17
17.7

04
30.0

&6
24.7

31
18.7

78
33.4

24
25.5

16
23.5

Every
time

52
10.4

-

O e o oW
o

2

20
13.7

11
6.6

22
0.4

12
11.8

12
17.7

No
answer

Total
500
100.0

23
100.0

32
100.0

. 86

100.0

514
100.0

146
100.0

166
100.0

233
99.9

102
99.9

68
100.0

OTT



TABLE 66
NUMBER OF TIMES CHILDREN WERE PUNISHED DURING PRECEDING MONTH

Not at Once or Three or No
all twice more times answer

Living with both parents (No.) 203 253 40 4
(Pet.) 40.6 50.6 8.0 8

Living with one parent (No.) 10 10 3 -

(divorce) (Pct.) 43.5 43.5 15.0 -

ILiving with ome parent (¥o.) 10 17 3 2
{(other reason) (Pet.) 31.2 63.1 9.4 6.2

One child (¥o.) 48 42 5 1
(Pet.) 850.0 43.8 5.2 1.0

Two - three children (No.) 120 166 25 3
(Pet.) 38.2 52.8 8,0 1.0

Four - more children (No.) 59 i B 16 o

(Pet.) 40.4 48,6 10.9 -

Only child (No.) 83 72 9 2
(Pot.) 80.0 43.4 5.4 1.2

0ldest child (No.) 89 110 23 11
(Pet.) 38,2 47 .2 2.8 4,7

Youngest child (No.) 45 63 4 =

(Pet.,) 44,1 52.0 P -~

¥iddle chilad (No.) 23 34 11 =

(Pet.) 33.8 50.0 16.2 -

Total

500
100.0

23
100.0

32
99.9

96
100.0

314
100.0

146
99.9

166

100.0

255
99.9

102
100.0

68
100.0

1Tt
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Whipping
Slepping
Scolding

- Made to stay home

Other privilege
taken away

TABLE 66

TYPE OF PUNISHMENT ADMINISTERED TO CHILDREN

(NO.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pect,)

(N0¢)
(Pet.)

(NO. )
(Pet.)

(No,)
(Pet.)

Living with
" both perents

14
4.8

29
2.9

172
68.%7

o7
22,9

135
46.0

One parent
(divorce)

2
15.4

2

15.4
8

61.5

3
23.1

3
25,1

One parent
(other reason)

3
15.0

13
65.0

3
15.0

356.0

a1t
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The study also asked the students, "Do your parents
talk over the situaticn with you before fhey punish you?"
Since adolescents are old enough to be reasoned with, in
most cases disclipline wlll wore likely result finally in
growth if the parent discusses the matter with the child,
pointing out the error of his actlon and possible ways of
correction. This does not mean withholding punishwent, but
bringing the child to realize the resson and necessity for
punishment, and especlally to discuss methods of improving
behavior. This guestion, too, was genersl and admitted of
various Interpretations. But the significant answer was
"almost never," which would seem to leave little room for
dlscussion of any kind, good or bad. Of the 454 students
living with both perents who answefed this guestion, 119
sald their perents "almost never" telked over the situation
with them before they punished them (Table 57).

The great me jority of students sald their father or
mother "almost never" became violently angry with them (Ta-
ble 58), but 29.4 per cent of the students living with both
perents sald this happened "occasionally."™ Agein, the ecrux
of the matter ley in their interpretation of the word "“vio-
lently," although the term would seem sufficiently strong
to include only those cases where the parent was golng

Sounter to the Seriptural exhortation to be "slow to wrath, "8

8 James 1:19.
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and to "provoke not your children to wrath.,"9
Finally, the students were asked, "Do you think your
parents are unreasonable &t times when they forbid you to
do something?"® This was also & Jjudgment question, and the
only answer which could be consgidered serlous was the ex-
treme, "very often."™ Only a very small percentage of the

total (about 4.7 per cent) answered in this way (Table 59).

nghesiana 6:4.



TABLE &7

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH PARENTS TALE OVLR SITUATION
WITH CHILDREN BEFORE THEY PUNISH THEM

Almost Occa- Almost No
never sionally always answer

Iiving with both parents (No.) 119 152 183 46
(Pet.) 23.8 30.4 36.6 9.2

Iiving with one parent (No.) 8 5 7 .
(divorce) (Pet.) 34.7 21.8 50.4 13.1

Iiving with one parent (No.) 8 11 9 4
(other reason) (Pet.) 25.0 34.4 28,1 12.5

TABLE 58

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH FATHER OR MOTHER BECOMES
- VIOLENTLY ANGRY AT CHILDREN '

Almosgt Occa- Quite No
never sionally of ten answer

Living with both perents (No.) 318 147 32 3

(Pet.) 63.6 29 .4 6.4 .6

Living with one parent (No.) 17 4 2 %
(divorce) (Pet.,) 73.9 17 .4 8.7 ~
Iiving with one parent (No.) 19 8 2 S

(other reason) (Pct.) 59.4 25.0 6.2 9.4

Total
500
100.0

23
100.0

32
100.0

Q1T

Total

. 500

100.0

23
100.0

32
100.0




TABLE 69
DEGREE T0 WHICH CHILDREN THINK PARENTS ARE UNREASONABLE

Almost Occa- Quite Very No
never sionally often of ten answer
Boys, age thirteen - (No.) 16 39 7 6 -
fourteen (Pet.) 22.4 §8.1 10.4 9.0 -
Boys, age fifteen ~ (No.) 40 80 12 4 3
sixteen (Pet.) 28.8 87.6 8.6 2.9 2.1
Boys, age seventeen ~ (No.) 26 29 . 4 2 3
elghteen (Pet.) 40.6 45,3 6.3 3.1 4.7
Total (No.) 81 148 23 12 36
(Pet.) 30.0 54.8 8.5 4.4 2.2
Girls, age thirteen - (No.) 23 31 10 5 -
to‘mto‘n (Pot- ’ 35.3 44 .9 14 05 7:5 o
Girls, age fifteen - (No.) &7 67 20 2/ 2
sixteen (Pet.) 37.2 43.8 13.1 4.6 1.8
Girls, age seventeen -(No.) 41 28 6 4 4
eighteen (Pet.) 49.4 35.8 7.2 4,8 4.8
Total (No.) 121 126 36 16 6
(Pet.) 39.6 41.3 11.8 5.2 2.0

Total

67
99.9

139
100,.0

64
100.0

270
99,9
69

100.0

153
100.0

83
100.0

3056
99.9

91T



TABLE 59 (Continued)
DEGREE T0 WHICH CHILDREN THINK PARENTS ARE UNREASONABLE

Almost Occa- Quite Very Ko Total
never sionally of ten of ten answer
Living with both (No.) 176 245 51 . 28 7 500
parents (Pct.) 35.0 49.0 10.2 4.4 1.4 100.0
Living with one {No.) 7 11 2 3 - 23
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 30.4 47.8 8.7 15.1 - 100.0

Living with one par- (No.) 13 12 6 1 - 32
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 40.6 37.5 18.7 5.1 - 99.9

4TT




CEAPTER V
MEETING SPECIFIC NEEDS OF ADOLESCENTS

The principles of Christian growth enunciated in Chap-
ters II-IV are applicable to families with children of almost
any age. The presence of adolescent chlldren, however, often
affects the parents' methods of implementing these princi-
ples, as has been polnted out. loreover, since adolescent
children have certain needs peculiar to thelr rapidly matur-
ing age group, thelr families have responsibilities also in
these specific areas. Two of the most important of these
areas will be treated in this chapter: Dboy-glrl relation-

ships and vocetional guidence.
Boy-Girl Relationships

In listing "Christisn sex education" as one of his list
of "Six Besic Needs of Youth,"™ Nevin Harner says:

There can be no question as to the need of youth at
this point. Iilany young people are caught in secret
worries, tensions, and conflicts whose storm-center

1s sex. lany more are engaged in sexual conduct or
misconduct which may effectually bar them and others
from the abundant 1life. Meanwhile they find it ex-
tremely difficult to obtain reliable and wholesome 1
information concerning this important phase of living.

This study ¢1d not concelve of the problem as merely im-
Parting factval informetion regarding the nature and function

Nevin C. Harner, Youth Work in the Church (New York:
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, ¢.1942), p. 46.
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of sex, but as grooming the child in every way, physical-
ly, intellectually, emotlonally, for a healthy, Christian
relationship with young people of the opposite sex. As
Burgess end Stenley point out in their study, this includes
imparting eccurate informetion about sex as a part of the
process of normal living, but also establishing attitudes
which will guide him in boy-girl relationships, end provi-
ding a counselor who stands ready alweys to help when advice
is needed.?

For the Christian, the second requisite mentioned, that
of establishing attitudes, 1s all-important. On the part of
parents, it includes implenting in children by their own
example a view of marriasge as nothing less than a picture
of the relationship between Christ and His Church. The par-
enta' treatment of one snother will determine to a lerge ex-
tent their children’'s attitude toward other young people
during the years of dating and courtship. As one married
couple points out:

The basic root from which sex education really starts,

which no method that may be used later on can ever ex-

cel or completely counteract, is the home relationship
of father and mother. If they are heppy in their rela-
tionships with each other - kind, tolerant, forbearing,
and thoughtful of each other as they live in the home
together - the children will unconsciously react to

home and merriage as the natural outreach of the rela-
tionship of men and women with each other. If, however,

> t in
E. W. Burgess and Louise Stanley, The Adolescent ln
EEQ'EEEEEI (New York: Appleton-Century Co., 1934), p. 209.
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the home 1l1life 1s bullt upon antagonism or deceit or
shamefacedness, or 1s in any way unwholesome, the child-
ren, without eny attempt on the part of anyens to teach
them, will gel thls impression in regard to what the re-
lationship between the two sexes means; only very strong
influences from outside the home will ever counteract
even in part svech & current within it.9
This phase of "sex education,” or education in boy-girl re-
lationships, has largely been dealt with already in Chapter
III, since it 1s a part of "Living in Love."

There still remain two other requirements: imperting
accurate information on the nature and function of sex, and
furnishing the adolescent with a counselor who stands reedy
to help.

In attempting to determine how well the family had been
fulfilling the first of those two requirements, the study
esked the students to indicate two things: the source of
their first informetion on sex; and how often their parents
hed ever discussed sex with them. The first information wes
requested in vliew of the fact that parents often fall in
their responsibllity because they give their informastion too
late, after the child has received information from undesir-
8ble sources. The second point was covered because it was

recognized that while circumstences may have provented the

parents from being the first to reach their children, they

————

3
Percy R. Hayward and liyrtle H. Hayward, The Home and
g&&g_t& Living (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1931],
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should have approached them at some time; and it asked the
question also because some perents faill in their responsi-
bility because they try to give 21l their information in one
telk, instead of permitting the adolescents to return again
and again to discuss problems as they arise.4

The study showed that only 24.1 per cent of the boys had
received their first Information about sex from their parents
(Table 60).9 Eleven boys, or 4.1 per cent had received their
first information from brother or sister, giving a total of
about 28 per cent who had received their first sex informa-
tion from the family.

Twice as great a percentage of girls, 57 per cent,
listed parents as their first sovrce of information on sex.
This figure, together with those who checked "brother or
sister," gives a total of sbout 63 per cent of the girls who
received theilr first information on sex from the family.®

The source listed most consistently for the boys was

4Burgess and Stanley, op. e¢it., p. 209.

SThe totals in this table are over one hundred per oenﬁ
because some students indicated more than one "first source
of sex information.

SThese figures were slightly higher than those pukataes
by Howard M. Bell in his Maryland study. He reports: "Only
three out of every ten youth reported that they received
most of their sex knowledge from perents or relatives." KHis
£ es were: for the girls, 45.1 per cent; for the boys,
16.8 per cent. Howard K. Bell, Youth Tell Their Story (Wash-
ington: American Council on Education, 1938), p. 40.
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"other boys or girls." Next to their parents, this was
also the most frequently checked source for the girls. It
ranked especially high (about 50 per cent) emong the girls
of the seventeen-eighteen age bracket.

¥hen mezsured in the light of whether the homes were
broken or not, the figureg showed that those homes ranked
lowest in point of giving sex information which had only
one reel parent for reesons other then divorce (Cf. three
final categories of Table &0).

Thirty-seven per cent of the total number of boys said
that their parents haed never discussed sex with them (Table
6l). A slightly higher number (40.8 per cent) saild their
parents hed dliscussed it "a few times."™

Only 11.1 per cent of the girls said thet their parents
had never discussed sex with them, while 55.8 per cent said
their parents had discussed it "a few times." lore than
twice as high a percentage of girls as boys said their par-
ents had discussed sex "often™ with them.

It is worthwhile noting that of those cases where par-
ents did discuss the subject with their children, by far the
majority of them did it more than once (378 students checked

"a few times" or "often," while only fifty-eight checked
"once "),

Not much difference is to be noted on this table be-
tween homes with both parents at home and those with only

one real parent at home.



TABLE 60

SOURCE OF FIRST INFORMATION ABOUT SEX

Boys, age thirteen - (No.)

fourteen (Pet.)
Boys, age fifteen -~ (No.)
sixteen Pot.)
Boys, age seventeen - (NNo.)
eighteen (Pet.)
Total (Xo.)
(Pet.)

Girls, age thirteen =(No.)

fourteen (Pect.)
Girls, age fifteen - (No.)
sixteen (Pet.)
Girles, age seventeen ~(lNo.)

eighteen (Pet.)
Totel (NOQ )

(Pet.)

Father
or
nother

17
26.4

31
22.3

7
26,6

65
24.1

46
66.7

B84
54.9

44
3.1

174
87.0

Brother
or
sister

4
6.0
2
1.4
5
7.8
& §
4.

1

Other
boys or
girls

36
83.7

83
59.7

37

156
52.7
19
27.6

46
30.1

33
4%.5

o8
32.2

Other
older
person

5
7.5

25
18,0

9
14.1

&9
14.4

1.2

13
4.3

Magazine Total

or
book

12
17.9

7y ¢
12.2

°)
14.1

38
14.1

74
110.5

158
113.6

77
120.4

309

114.4
78

113.2

166
108,85

88
116.1

332
108.9

e e & i i s b R
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TABLE 60 (Continued)
SOURCE OF FIRST INFORMATION ABOUT SEX

Father Brother Other Other Hegazine  Total
or or boys or older or
mother sister girls person book
Living with both (¥o.) 219 27 207 41 60 554
parents (Pet.) 43.8 5.4 41.4 8.2 12.0 110.8
Living with one (No.) 6 - 16 1 1 24
parent (divorce) {Pat,) 26.1 - 69.6 4,3 4.3 104.3
Living with one par- (No,) 12 2 20 2 3 39
ent (other reason) (Pot.) 37.5 6.2 62.5 6.2 9.4 121.8
TABLE 61

NUMBER OF TIMES PARENTS HAVE EVER DISCUSSEDR SEX WITH CHILDREN

Hever ince A few Of ten No Total
times answer
Iiving with both (No.) 117 54 242 87 o 500
parents (Pot.) 23.4 10.8 48.4 17 .4 - 100.0
Living with one (No,.) 6 2 12 3 i a8 A
parent (divorce) (Pet.) £6.0 8,7 52.2 13.1 = 100.0
Iiving with one par- (No.) 6 1 19 6 1 gg -

ent (other reason) (Pet.) 15.6 3.1 59.4 18.7 3.1

a1
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TABLE 61 (Continued)
NUMBER OF TIMES PARENTS HAVE EVER DISCUSSED SEX WITE CHILDREN

liever Cnoe A few 0f'ten o Total
times angwer

Boys, age thirteen - (No.,) 23 11 28 6 - 67
fourteen (Pet.) 34.3 16.4 41.7 7.5 - 99.9

Boys, age fifteen (¥o.) 54 17 54 13 1 139
sixteen (Pet.) 38.9 12.2 38.9 9.5 i3 100.0

Boys, age seventeen - (No.) 23 4 28 8 1 64
eighteen (Pet.) 35.9 6.3 43.%7 12.5 1.6 100,90

Total (No.) 100 32 110 26 2 270
(Pet.) 37.0 1.9 40.8 9.6 ot 100.0

Girls, age thirteen -(No.) 8 6 40 14 1 69
fourteen (Pat.) 11.6 8.7 53.0 20.2 1.8 100.0

Girls, age fifteen - (No.) 17 1) a6 40 - 153
sixteen (Pet.) 11.1 a8 56.5 26.2 -~ 100.0

Girls, age seventeen -(No.) 9 9 45 18 2 83
elghteen (Pet.) 10.8 10.8 54.5 21.7 2.4 100,0

Total (No,) 34 26 170 72 3 305
(Pot.) 1l1.1 8.5 65.8 23.6 1.0 100.0

getT

e A e e
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Another of the requirements of education in boy-girl
relationships is the providing of a counselor - normally,
the parent himself - In whom the boy or girl can confide
as problems arise. In investigating this area, the study
asked two questions: "Do you talk over what happened on
a date or other social affailr with your father (mother)?"
and "Do you confide in your father (mother) ebout the boy
or girl whom you like especially (or‘ with whom you &re in .
love )?"

The results of the study in this area (Tables 62-65)
confirmed the findings of Chapter III on parents as coun-
selors.” Both boys and girls went to mothers more often
then to fathers (the boys slightly more often, the girls
much more often). The girls consistently confided more
often than boys, in both father and mother.

Boys were especially reluctent to confide in either
mother or father regarding the person they liked best.
Only sbout 21 per cent confided in their mother at least
"quite a bit," and less than 8 per cent confided in their
father that much.

Girls, too, were more reticent about the person they
liked vest then about their ordinary social relaticnships.

Of the total number, 21 per cent said they confided in their

7Cf. Tables 26-31, pp. 71-6.
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mother regerding this matter "hardly at all,™ and over 48
per cent said the same about their father.

As was the case in the tables under Chapter III, sig-
nificant trends failed to show up 1in regard to the various
age groups.

The categories "Living with one parent" were made up
mostly of students living with their mothers. As has been
indicated in various tables throughout the thesls, some of
these mothers had remarried.® In comparing the cases where
only one resl parent was in the home because of a dlvorce
with those cases where only one real parent was at home for
some other reason, it was evident that students in the for-
mer category went to their fathers for counselling far less
then did students in the latter category. Since, in each
group, almost all of the real parents were mothers, these
figures indicated that students adjusted to step-fathers
better after the death of their real father (which was the
reason for separetion in almost every case) than after their
real father left because of divorce. The total figures sere

far too small to furnish really conclusive percentages, how-

ever.

8of. Footnote 24, p. 17.
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FREQUENCY WITH WHICH STUDENTS CONFIDE IN FATHER

TABLE 62

ABOUT DATES AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Boys, age thirteen = (No.)
fourteen (Pct.)
Boys, age fifteen =~ (No.)
sixteen (Pet.)
Boys, age seventeen = (No.)
eighteen (Pct.)
Total (No.)
(Pct.)
Girls, age thirteen - (No.)
fourteen (Pet.)
Girls, age fifteen - (No.)
sixteen (Pet.)
Girls, age seventeen - (No.)
eighteen (Pet.)
Total (No.)
(Pet.)

Almost
never

22
32.8

61
43.9

23
55.9

106
39.2

19
27.6

59
38.6

29
36.0

107
35.0

OJceca~
sionally

23
34.3

41
29.5

28
43.7

92
34.1

30
43.5

B3
34.7

34
41.0

117
38.4

Almost
alweys

19
28.4

26
18.7

?7
10.9

52
19.3

13
1€.8

35
22.8

16
19.2

64
21.0

No
angwer

n

ey

-
W

)
NGO O N bW
O

-
S

[ o
=1 o s, o~
® © -

.
(e}

Totel

87
100.0

139
100.0

64
99.9

270
100.0

69
100.0

1563
100.0

83
100.0

3056
100.0

83T



TABLE 62 (Continued)

. FREQUENCY WITH WHICH STUDENTS CONFIDE IN FATHER
ABOUT DATES AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Almost Occa~ Almost No Total
never sionally always answer
Living with both parents (No.) 188 200 109 3 500
(Pet.) 37.6 40.0 21.8 .6 100.0
Living with one parent (No.) 13 3 3 - 19
(divores) (Pot.) 68.4 15.8 16.8 = 100.0
Living with one parent (No.) 4 - 3 - v
(other reason) (Pet.) 87.1 - 42.9 - 100.0
o
TABLE 63 ©

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN CONFIDE IN MOTHER
ABOUT DATES AYD SOCIAT, AFFAIRS

Almost Occa- Almost No Total
never sionally always answer

Living with both parents (No.) 79 168 2562 1 600
(Pet.) 15.8 335.6 50.4 2 100.0

Living with one parent (Xo.) [ 2 13 - 20
(divorce) (Pet.) 25.0 10.0 65.0 - 100.0

Living with one parent (No.) 6 6 19 = 31
(other reason) (Pet.) 19.4 19.4 61.2 - 100.0




TABLE 63 (Continued)

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH STUDENTS CONFIDE IN MOTHER
ABOUT DATES AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Almost Oceca~- Almost Vo Total
never sionally always answer

Boys, age thirteen - (No.) 18 26 22 1 67
fourteen (Pet.) 26.8 38.8 32.8 1.5 990.9

Boys, age fifteen - (No.) 39 51 45 4 139
sixteen (Pct,) 28.1 36 .6 32 .4 2.9 100.0

Boys, age seventeen - (No.) 16 29 19 - 64
elghteen (Pct.) 26.0 45.3 29.7 - 100.0

Total - (No.) 73 106 86 5] 270
(Pet.) 27.1 39.2 31.8 1.9 100.0

Girls, age thirteen - (No.) 5 16 47 1 69
fourteen (Pct.) 7.3 23.2 68.0 1.5 100.0

Girls, ege fifteen - (No.) 12 37 102 2 153
sixteen . (Pet.) 7.8 24.2 66.7 1.3 100.0

Girls, ege seventeen - (No.) 6 20 55 2 83
eighteen (Pot.) 7.2 24.1 66.3 2.4 100.0

Total (No.) 23 73 204 5 305
(Pet.) 7.5 24.0 66.9 1.6 100.0

0eT




TABLE 64

DEGREE TO WHICH CHIIDREN CONFIDE IN FATEER
ABOUT PERSON THEY LIKE BEST

Hardly Scne- Quite Cora~ . 1 Total
at ell what a bit pletely answer

Boys, age thirteen - (No.) 42 14 4 1 6 67
fourteen (Pet.) 62.7 20.8 6.0 1.5 9.0 100.0

Boys, age fifteen (No.) 84 28 11 2 14 139
sixteen . (Pot.) 6€0.5 20.2 7.8 1.4 10.1 100.0

Boys, age sevénteen - (No.) 38 15 2 1 8 64
eighteen (Pct.) 69.4 23.4 3.1 1.6 12.5 100.0

Total (No.) 164 b7 17 4 28 270
(Pct.) 60.7 21.1 6.3 1.5 10.4 100.0

Girls, age thirteen -(YNo.) 38 14 6 1 10 69
fourteen (Pet.) 85.0 20.3 8.7 1.5 14.5 100.0

Girls, age fifteen - (No.) 68 48 24 7 6 153
sixteen (Pet.) 44.4 31.4 16.7 4.6 3.9 100.0

Girls, sge seventeen -(No.) 42 24 1¢ 3 4 83
eighteen (Pct.) 50.5 29.0 12.1 3.6 4.8 100.0

Total (No.) 148 86 40 11 20 305
(Pct.) 48.5 28.2 13.1 3.6 6.6 100.0

18T




- Living with both
parents

Living with one
parent (divorce)

Living with one par-

ent (other reason)

Iiving with both
parents

Iiving with one
parent (divorce)

DEGREE

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

DEGREE

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
{(Pet.)

ILiving with one par- (No.)

ent (other reason)

(Pet.)

TABLE 64 (Continued)

T0 WHICH CHILDREN CONFIDE IN FATHER
ABQUT PERSON THEY LIKE BEEST
Hardly Some - Quite Com~-
at all what a bit pletely
286 134 54 14
B7.2 26.8 10.8 2.8
13 4 : §
72.3 22.2 5.5
2 3 - i
35.3 50-0 = 16.7
TABLE 68
TO WHICH CHILDREN CONFIDE IN MOTHER
ABOUT PERSON THEY LIKE BEST
Hardly Some - Quite Com-
at all what a bit pletely
173 131 134 49
34,6 26.2 26.8 9.8
9 3 3 4]
42.8 14.3 14.3 28.6
10 10 5 S
33.8 33.3 16.7 16.7

Yo
answer

12
2.4

No
answer

13
2.6

Total

500
100.0

13
100.0

100.0

Total

500
100.0

21
100.0

30
100.0

22T




DEGREE

Boys, age thirteen - (No.)

fourteen (Pet.)
Boys, age fifteen (No.)
sixteen (Pct.)
Boys, age seventeen - (No.)
eighteen (Pet.)
Total (No.)
(Pet.)

Girls, age thirteen -(No.)

fourteen (Paet.)
Girls, ege fifteen - (No.)
sixteen (Pct.)
Girls, age seventean -(No.)
eighteen (Pet.)
Total {No.)

(Pet.)

TABLE 65 (Continued)

TO WHICH CHILDREN CONFIDE IN MOTEER
ABOUT PERSON THEY LIKE BEST

Hardly Some= Quite Com- No
at all whet a bit pletely answer
35 16 12 3 2
b2.2 22.4 17.9 4.5 3.0
66 40 22 5 6
47.85 28.8 15.8 3.6 4.3
33 i8 _ 6 g 2
51.5 28.1 0.4 7.8 3.1
134 73 40 13 10
49.6 27 1 14.8 4.3 3.7
18 19 : 19 8 5
26.1 27 .5 27 .5 11.6 7.8
32 . 34 56 30 1
20.9 22.8 36.6 19.6 T
14 21 31 13 4
16.9 25.3 37.3 15.7 4.8
64 74 106 51 10
21.0 24.2 34.8 16.7 3.8

Total

67
100.0

139
100.0

64
9.9

270
100.0

3]
100.0

153
100.0

83
100.0

3085
100.0

eeT
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The study asked one other question in connection with
boy-girl relationships: "Do you have your friends come to
your home for partles or after dates or other get-togethers?™
Parents who encourage their children %o bring their friends
home - not oniy verbally, but by their hospitality, courtesy
and interest when the friends are there - are performing the
function of a Christisn educator in the following ways:
they are lesrning to know their children's friends, which in
turn will help them to counsel their children more wisely:
they are showing an interest in their children's current af-
fairs, which will increase their children's confidence in
them; end they are furnishing a wholesome setting for fun
and recrecation which will be o more powerful force for pre-
venting boy-girl problems then dozens of admonitions.

As might be expected, a larger percentage of girls than
boys said they invited friends into their home quite often
(Teble 66). Still, 25 per cent of the girls said they "almost
never" invited friends into the home. In the category "Living
with both parents.” which mede no distinction between boys and
girls, the percentage of those answering "almost never' was
8lightly higher then the percentage of those answering "quite
often.” For an overall picture, one might take the answers
of the total number of students living at home with one or
both perents. fThe percentages of these enswers ran as follows:
"almost never," 23,7 per cent: "occasionally," 41.6 per cent;

"quite often,™ 25.6 per cent.



TABLE 66
FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CEILDREN INVITE FRIENDS INTO THE HOWE

Almost Occa~- Quite No Total
never sionally often answer

Boys, age thirteen - (No.) 26 26 13 2 67
fourteen (Pect.) 38.8 38.8 19.4 3.0 190.0

Boys, ege fifteen - (No.) 62 58 18 1 139
gixteen (Pot.) 44.6 41.7 13.0 if 100.0

Boys, age seventeen - (No.) 25 27 11 1 64
eighteen (Pet.) 39.0 42.1 17.2 1.6 99.9

Total (No.) 113 111 42 4 270
(Pet.) 41.8 41.1 15.6 1.8 100.0

Girls, age thirteen -~ (No.) 21 32 16 - 69
fourteen (Pct.) 30.4 46 .4 23.2 - 100.0

Girls, age fifteen - (No.) 36 63 54 - 153
sixteen (Pet.) 23.8 41.2 35.35 = 100.0 .

Girls, age seventeen - (¥o.) 20 31 30 2 83
eighteen (Pet.) 24.1 37.3 36.2 2.4 100.0

Total (Wo.) 77 126 100 2 306

(Pest.) 25.2 41.3 32.8 7 100.0

SeT




TABLE 66 (Continued)

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILDREN INVITE FRIENDS INTO THE HOME

Almost Occa~ Quite Ho
never sionally of ten answer
Living with both parents (No.) 162 211 122 5
(Pct.) 32.4 42.2 24 .4 1.0
Living with one parent (No.) 8 6 9 -
(divorce) (Pet.) 34 .7 26.1 39.2 ~
Living with one parent (No.) 10 i2 10 -

(other reason) (Pet.) 31.2 37.5 31.2 -

Total

500

100.0

23
100.0

32
99.9

9T
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Vocational Guidance

Another need which becomes increasingly evident during
the age of adolescsnce ia for help in choosing a suitable
vocation for life. Harner calls it "Christian vocational
guidence” and includes it, too, among his "Six Basic Needs
of Youth."™ Says Harner:

It might be supposed that this need was being met satis-
factorily - what with the rather extensive efforts along
this line of the public schools and other character-
building agencies. However, 1t seems that the program
of vocetional guidance has not yet caught up with the
need. This is indicated by the fact that less than one-
fourth of the young people questioned in the Meryland
study said they had been given fairly adequate vocation-
al guidence. Of those who had received such guidance
and were now out of school, almost three-fourths re-
garded 1t es of help to them. Apparently young people
welcome vocational guidance, find it valuable when they

recelive it, but arc not getting as much of it as they
would like.®

What can parents do to help meet this need? They can
help their children evaluate their own abilities, review the
fleld of vocations, and try to match the one with the other.

Or es Rudisill puts it, they can "make suggestions, furnish
informetion, and point out dangers."™10

However, vocational guidaence includes not only helping
the young person select a suitable job, but also helping him

to acquire a proper attitude toward vocations in general -

9Harner o hich he refers
-« 8lt, . 42. The study to whic
is the one c:l’.tag' in fot’:tﬁote number six of this chapter.

10Ear1 S. Rudisill, Christian Family Life (Philadelphia:
United Lutheran Publicstion fouse, 1944), P. 46-



an attitude which is best described as en awareness of the
Christisn calling.ll This will mean teaching him, again by
everyday references and attitudes of psrents towerd their
own vocations -~ that ultimately they sre working for Cod,
although He works through a human employer;12 that their
chief aim 1is to serve people, not make money or serve them-
selves;1® and that their vocation gives them an opportunity
and a regpongsibility to witness to Jesus Christ as they per-

form thelr appointed tasks unselfishly, faithfully and cheer-
fully.l4

About an average of 75 per cent of the students living

a% home saild they had received some help from one or the

other of their parents in choosing their vocation (Table 67)
1t must be remembered thet in this total group were thirteen
and fourteen yeor-olds who had undoubtedly given little seri-
ous thought as yet to a life's occupation. With this in

mind, the figure of 75 per cent seems commendably high. Over
half of the total number of students (about 52 per cent) said

they had received help from a teacher or counselor at school.

Tond 11R10nara g. Ceemmerer, The Church in the World (St.
uis: Concordia Publishing House, 1049), pp- 54-6.

.12Epheaians 5:6-9.
ST Peter 4:8-11.

T Peter 2:1a-25.



TABLE 67

SOURCE OF HELP IN CHOOSING VOCATION

Living with One parent One parent
both parents (divorce) (other reason)
Fether (No.) 380 ] 15
: (Pct.) 78.0 a9 .2 46.9
Kother {No.) 379 16 27 &
(Pct,) 75.8 69.6 84.4 ©
Teacher, counselor (No.) 263 8 20
(Pot,) 62.6 34 .8 62.6
S8ister or brother (No.) 112 v 6
(Pet.) 22.4 30.4 18.7
Other older person (No.) 231 13 17

(Pct.) 46 .2 56.5 83.1
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No attempt was made, as for instance in Bell's Mary-
land study, to determine whether the student thought his
wocational guidance was adequate. An attempt was made, how-
ever, to get some idea of why the student had chosen a per-
ticular vocation. It wes recognized that his attitude might
have been shaped by many egoencies, not only the home. For
this reason, the resuvlts were more of general interest than
of direct significance for the study.

Almost half of the number of students living at home
had already pnicked their future vocation, and most of the
other half had an ldea of whet they might do, but were as yet
undecided (Table 68). Two of the choices listed &s reasons
for choosing their vocation might be classified as consistent
with a proper view of the Christian calling: "Because I
think I cen help other people most in that job," and "Because
I think I am best fitted for that type of work." Three-
fourths of the students who gave & reason for picking thelr
Vocation took one of these two choices (Table 69). Inter-
e8ting is the fact that only 6.4 per cent of the students
sald that the most important reascn for choosing their voca-
tion was vecause their mother or father had done that type

of work. Slightly over 12 per cent gave "making good money"

- 88 their mogt important reason.




CHAPTER VI
SERVING THE WORLD OUTSIDE THE FAUILY

The primery cherecteristic of the life of the child of
God is love which shows itself In acts of service to others.
These acts of service are not to be coﬁfined to the family
circle, nor to the pcople of whom the Christian is "fond" in
the ordinary sense, nor even to all the people with whom the
individuval is scqueinted. As the Chrigtian grows in his life
of love, he expresses that love to an ever-wldening cirecle
of people - to be sure, beginning with hls family, but going
beyond them to the neighborhood, the community, the nation,
the world. &or will his love be directed only toward fellow
Christians. He aims at witnessing to his new life, through
acts of concern and service, to everyone in need, so that all
men may "see his good works and glorify his Father which is
in heaven."l

As has been stated previously, parents train their child-
rén for lives of love and service primsrily by the way they
treat each other and the children themselves, within the fam-
11y circle.2 But they also teach in other ways: by their
oxample in social living outside the family, and by involv-
ing the children in actual projects of service to others.

—

liatthew 5:13-16 : I Peter 1:22-2:12.
%f. Chapter III.
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Christian Witness to the Neighborhood and Community

Closest of the outside world to the family are immedi-
ate neighbors. Here paerents have opportunity to teach by ex-
ample. What are their relations with neighbors? Are they
friendly and helpful, or selfish and hard to get along with?
Children observe these things end teke their cue from their
parenta'! actions.

The study inguired only negatively into the perents’
relations with neighbors, asking "Have your parents had an
argument with any of your neighbors during the past year?"
Only a negligible percentage answered that their parents hed
argued three or more times with nelghbors during the year
preceding (Table 70).

TABLE 70

NUMBER OF ARGUMENTS BETWEESH PARENTS AND NEIGHBORS
DURING PRECEDING YEAR

Living with One parent One parent
- both parents (divorce) (other reason)
e (No.) 405 17 2y
(Pet.) 81.0 73.9 84.4
One or two No.) 79 5 4
Pot.) 15.8 21.8 12.5
Toree or  (xo.; S -
L 4 .I'J 1
Rore (Pct.) 1.8 4.3 -
¥o anawep (No.) " 3 1
(Pot.) 1.4 2 3.1
TOWL . (¥e.) 500 23 2
(Pet.) 100.0 100.0 100.
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The students were given a short check list of typical
charitable acts, or acts which ordinarily would demonstrate
concern for pecple, and asked to check first, which his fam-
1ly had done, &nd second, which he hinself had shared in.
Here agein the parenis could have taught by example, but the
best method of training would have been Lty glving the child-
ren opportunities to perforw the acts themselves. Children
learn best by doing, also in the activitles of "visiting the
imprisoned, clothing the naked, comforting the sad, and
cheering the broken in heart."d

Table 71 glves the number and percentage of familles
which participated in the charitable acts listed, 2nd Table
72 gives the number of children who participated in those
same acts. In almost every case, the number of children was
considerably below the number of families (the only exception:
praying for prevention of world war). That the number of
children would be lower is to be expected; opinions might
vary, however, as to how much lower they should be. In these

%ases, the percentages of children ran anywhere from 20 to

60 per cent lower.
The study also inquired into the number of commumity
frganizational meetings which the perents attended reguler-

Iy. In eivie organizations, labor unions, businessmen's

————

SHenry ¥. Cope, Religious Education in the Fagxilx (Chi-

%8go: University of Chicago Press, 1915), PP 7
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orgenizations, and similer groups, the Christian has oppor-
tunity also to give evidence of his concern for the welfare
of others, and often has the chance to wileld a great moral
influence for good. Agein, parents who give evidence of
their interest in such affairs by actual participation in
them, by their exauple are teaching their children what is
their responsibllity in the world.

The efforts of the study in this area were weak, how-
ever. It might be seriously questioned whether students
understood the terms used, e.g. "Civic charitable organiza-
tion.™ While this 1s true, the figures still seem notably
low regarding participation in community activities (Table 73).

In an effort to determine the general consclousness in
the home of current affairs, both in the church and in the
world (& prerequisite for doing somsthing about the situva-
tion), the study offered a check 1list of subjects which might
bave been discussed in the home during the preceding week or
two (Table 74). Percentages of families who discussed two
topics of general current interest (candidates for prosident
of the United States, Korean war) hovered between 70 and 80
Per cent. About the same number discussed the "Conguest for

Christ," o nation-wide project sponsored by the Lutheran

Chureh - Wisgours Synod at the time of the study. FPercent-
%808 pertaining to the other two subjects (personal and for=

elgn misgion work) were considerably lower.



TABLE 71
CHARITABLE ACTS OF FAMILY DURING PRECEDING YEAR

Living with One parent One perent
both parents (divorce) (other reason)
Contributed to Community (No.) 455 19 26
Cheat or Red Cross {Pct.) 91.0 82.6 £l.2
Sent packages of food or (No,) 152 6 8
clothing overseas (Pot.) 30.4 21.6 18.7
Took food or clothing to (No.) 1586 ; 4 8
needy person in neighborhood (Pct.) 31.0 17 .4 26.0
Visited sick or aged friend, (No.) 339 16 23
relative (Pet.) 77 .8 69.6 71.9
Prayed at home for prevention (No.) 235 9 12

of world war (Pet.) 47.0 39.2 37.8

9%1



TABLE 72

CEARITABLE ACTS OF FAMILY PARTICIPATED IN BY CHILDREN
DURING PRECEDING YEAR

Living with One parent One perent
both parents (divorce) (other reason)
Contributed to Community (No.) 165 6 7
Chest or Red Cross (Pct.) 33.0 26.1 21.9
Sent packages Gf food or {(No.) 66 3 4
clothing overseas (Pct.) 13.2 13.1 12.5
Took food or clothing to (No.) 82 2 7
needy person in neighborbocd(Pct.) 12.4 8.7 21.9
Visited sick or aged (No.) 282 11 20
friend, relative (Pet.) 66.4 47.8 62.5
Prayed at home for preven~ (No,) 260 12 13

tion of world war (Pct.) 52.0 52,2 40.6

LVT



TABLE 78
MEETINGS WHICH FATHERS (OR HOTHERS) REGULARLY ATTEND

Living with One parent One parent
both parents (divorce) (other reason)
Iabor union (No.) 316 5 6
(Pct.) 63.2 21.8 15.6
Businessman's organization (No.) 53 3 - 3
(Pct-) 10-6 1311 2 (04
Political organization (No.) 25 1 2
(Pet.) | B840 4.3 6.2
Civic musical organization (No.) 29 - 1
(Pot.) 5.8 - 3.1
Other civic cheritable (No.) 96 - 2
orgenization (Pect.) 19.2 - 6.2



TABLE 74
SUBJECTS DISCUSSED IN THE HOME DURINC THE PRECEDING WEEK OR TwWO

Living with One parent One peaerent
both parents (divorce) (other reason)
Cendildates for president (No.) 387 9 24
of United States (Pct.) 77 .4 39.2 75.0
Conguest for Christ (¥o.) 403 16 22 o
{(Pct.) 80.6 69.8 68.7 s
Wer in Kores (No.) 397 18 26
(Pct.) 79.4 78.3 81.2
Bringing person to church (No.) 127 7 9
(Pect.) 25 .4 30.4 28.1
Foreign mission work of (No.) 199 2 7

church (Pct.) 39.8 8.7 21.9




SUBJECTS DISCUSSED IN THE HOME DURING

Candidatés for president
of United States

Conquest for Christ
Wer in Koresa
Bringing person to church

Foreign mlission work of
church

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pctu)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

TABLE 74

Living with
both parents

387
77.4

403
80.6

397
79.4

127
26.4

199
59.8

One parent
{divorce)

%)
39.2

1€
69.6

18
78.3

I?
30.4

2
8.7

THE PRECEDINC WEEK OR TWO

One parent
(other reason)

24
75.0

22
68.7

28
8l.2

9
28.1

)
21.9

671
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Since 2a mo—st natural expression of interest in current
affairs in & democratic country is by perticipation in elec-
t4ions, the study alsc inquired how many times the parents
head voted during the preceding two years (Table 75). A large
percentage of the gtudents indicated that they did not know
whether their pasrents had voted or not - perhaps a signifi-

cant fact in itself, since this study was concerned with the

impression of various ectivities on the lives of the child-
ren. The largest percentage of students who answered that
their parents had not voted at all (34.4) wes in the group
who were living with one parent for & reason ofher than
divorce.

Concern for others outside the family which ls uniquely
Christian neturally finds expresslon in evangelization, direct
witnessing to one's faith, telling others directly about the
Lord Jesus' gmcrifice for men. Ordinerily, such witness will
eventuate in an invitetion to the individuel to attend worship
services, where he can hear more of the Word of God and see
Christien people busy at their normal activity of speaking and
8inging to God, and in turn listening to Him.

The study asked what the families had done during the
Preceding yeer in the way of bringing outsiders to church.

It asked this question because it dealt with a more concrete
4tivity than general witness (talking about Jesud &3 =
°t.), although the latter may have been more important and
TOre of & true Christisn witness. Almost helf of the students
¥ith both parents Lutheran sald their families had talked to



TABLE 75

NUMBER OF TIMES FATHER OR MOPHER VOTED
DURING PRECEDING TWO YEARS

Living with One parent One perent
both parents {divorce) (other reason)
Not at all (¥No.) 25 5 11
(Pet.) 5.0 21.8 34 .4
In at least one election (No.) 44 3 3
(Pet.) 8.8 13.0 6.4 <
(9]
In two or more elections (No.) 235 5 8 S
(Pet.) 47 .0 21.8 25.0
Don't know (No.) 179 10 10
(Pet.) 36.8 43.4 31.2
No answer (No.) 17 o -~
(Pet.) 3.4 - -
Total (No.) 500 23 32

(Pet.) 100.0 100.0 100.0
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someone sbout coming to church, and about one-fourth of them
said their families had actually brought someone (Table 76).

lMost of a Christian's witness to his personal falth in
Christ is tied up with his ordinary, every-day activities -
how he goes about his job, his attitude toward other people,
his whole bearing snd outlook on life. Such witness defiles
me&a surement, as can readily be seen. The study asked only
one question in an effort to at least touch upon the vast
area of Christien witness via personality, and that question
dealt with the mother: "Is your mother & cheerful person?"
This was again a question which 1nvolved personal judgent on
the part of the students,-in their interpretation of "cheer-
ful.™ Wost serious wouléd have been the answer "hardly ever;"
only ten out of 531 chose it (Table 77).

Combatting social pre judice is enother important part of
Christian witness. Parents pesss on their prejudices to thelr
children, and prejudices which create in the children aver-
sions for certain people greatly hinder them in thelr activ-

1ty of love and service. The study chose one common &rea of

social pre judice, that of race relations, specifically be-

tween whites and Negroes, since this was & perenially burn-

ing issue in the locale of the study, St. Louis. In an ef-

fort to mske the problem cencrete, the study set up a hypo-
thetical situation, ssking "What do you think your parents

would do if a Negro family moved next door?™
The critical observer will note three things regarding




TABLE 76

ACTIVITIES OF FAWILY TOWARD BRINGINC OUTSIDERS
T0 CHURCH DURING PRECEDING YEAR

Both parents One parent Parents other
Lutheran Lutheran religions
Have brought no one (No.) 120 16 26
' (Pet.) 26 .8 31.3 4c .2
Have talked to one or more (No.) 203 23 16
persons sbout it (Pct.) 45.5 45.1 29.6
Have brought someone (No.) 112 11 6
(Pet.) 25.0 21.6 11.3
No answer (No.) iz 1 6
(Pct.) 2.7 2.0 11.1
Total (No.) 447 51 54

(Pet.) 100.0 100.0 100.0

28T



DEGREE TO WHICH MOTHERS OF STUDRNTS ARE CHEERFUL

Hardly ever
Some of the time
¥ost of the time

Almost all of the time

No answer

Total

(Wo.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(¥o.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pot.)

T

L
b

ABLE 77

iving with
oth pesrents
8
1.6

64
12.8

182
36 .4

241
48.2

5
1.0

500
100.0

One- perent One parent
(divorce) {(other reason)
1 L
5.0 3.2
S T
15.0 22.6
v 10
85.0 32.2
9 13
45.0 42.0
20 31

100.0 100.0

ot
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the question. 1. It asked for the students' opinions, so the
figures obtained were not on the basls of objective facts.

2. The sitvation was hypothetical, an attempt to measure only
the impression that the student had gained thus far from his

parents. 3. The important thing in this, as in every action

of a Christian, would have been the motive behind the action,
which the study could not measure.

A check list of five answers was glven to the students.4
Host of the students said they had no idea how their mrents
would feel (Table 78). Did this mean that their parents had
never given voice to their attitude toward Negroes, whether
positive or negative? Certainly not in all cases. But if
it d1d mean that in some cases, then this was a significant
fact in itself - the parents were not teaching at all.

Less than one-fourth of the children whose parents were
Lutheran felt sure that their parents would not mind 1t if a
Negro family moved next door. Only 13 per cent of the child-
Ten whose parents fell into the classification of "other re-
ligions™ checked this answer.

On the whole, the figures were difficult to interpret
because of the variable factors involved. In any cass, it
Seemed to the writer that no highly significant figures

were in evidence - no single answer was selzed upon by &

high bercentage of students.

—

40f. Question 83, Appendix C.



CHILDREN'S OPINION ON HOW PARENTS WOULD FEEL

TABLE 78

IF NEGRO FAMILY MOVED NEXT DOOR

Parents would want to move
somewhere else

Parents would not like it,
but would stay

Parents would not mind it

Parents would demend that the
Negro family move

No idea how they would feel

Ho answer

Total

(No.)
(Pcto)

(No.)
(Pect.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(NO.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

Both parents
Lutheran
88

19.7

22
2C.6

1086
23.6

23
5.1

138
30.8

1
2

447
100.0

ne parent
Lutheran

12
25.5

7
13.7

11
21.6

21
41.2

51
100.0

Parents other
religions

18
88.8

12
22.2

7
15.0

1
1.9

16
29.6

54
100.0

98T
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Stewardship in the Local Church

The Christien bhas a speclal responsibility of love and
service to his fellow Christians.® Christian people band
together into local congregetions for the specific purpose
of fulfilling that obligation. They strengthen one anoth-
er's faith by worshipping together, serving one another, and
undertaking projects of charity and mission work together.

Imﬁortant in this program of the local church are 1ts
various societies, committees, and other organizations.
Parents impress the importance of stewardship of time and
talents on their children by their own participation in
these activities. This was the thought underlying the study's
investigation into the number of church meetings which the
parents regularly attended (Tables 79-80).

For fathers, the meeting attended most frequently was
"Voter's meeting,” the one attended least frequently was
"Bible Claess or Sunday School."™ For mothers, the meeting
attended most frequently was "Ladies' Aid;" least frequently,
"Bible Class or Sunday School.™

Finally, the study inquired into the students' own
systems of contributing money for church work, assuming that
the parents would heve some hend in training (or falling to

5Galatians 6:10.
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train) their children to be good stewards alsoc of thelr
treasvres. About one~fourth of the children whose parents
were both Luthersn hed worked out & system for contributing
8 certain amount out of their own savings during the course
of the year (Table 8l). Almost the same number said they

did not contribute their own allowance or earnings.



TABLE 79

MEETINGS WHICH FATHERS REGULARLY ATTEND

en's club at church
Voter's meeting at church
Other church board or elub meeting

Bible class or Sunday School

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pct.)

(No.)
(Pcto)

(NOQ)
(Pet.)

TABLE 80

Living with
both parents

190
88.0

28
56.2

259
47 .8

111
22 .2

MEETINGS WHICH MOTHERS REGULARLY ATTEND

Ledies Aid at church

Other women's orgenization at church

Bible class or Sunday School

(No.)
(Pet,.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

Living with
both parents

200
60.0

179
36.8

101
20.2

Both parents
Lutheran

188
42.0

280
2.5

2356
&2.8

107
25.9

Both perents
Lutheran

192
42.9

171
38.2

96
21.4

68T



TABLE 81
(¢ T0 CHURCH

CHILDREN'S SYSTES OF CONTRIBUTI!
Living with one parent one perent
both parents (divorce) (other reason)
Does not contribute own (¥o.) 129 7 13
sllowence or earnings (Pet.) 25.8 30.4 40.6
Give as much as can afford (No.) 206 5 12
each week (Pet.) 41.2 21.8 37 .5
(=
3
Have system worked out for {No.) 133 & 5
contributing certain (Pet.) 26.6 17.4 15.6
gmount for whole year
No snswer (No.) 32 7 2
(Pet.) 6.4 30.4 6.2
(No.) 500 23 32
(Pct.) 100.0 100.0 29.9

Total




CHAPTER VII
WORKING WITH OUTSIDE EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES

Recent sociological studies emphasize the fact that the
family i1s much less of an eduvcational influence today than
it was rfifty or a hundred years ago. This is true, not only
because of the educational job assumed by the church and/or
the state, but also because agencies which vie for the time
and energy of young people during their leisure hours have
become increasingly attractive and readily accessible.l

The question might well be raised as to whether this
shift in educational influence has occurred in the field of
religious educetion to the degree that it has in general edu-
cation. While the femily has trensferred its authority to

the school to teach the facts of history, mathematics, and

geography, has it transferred to the seme degree its authori-
ty to teach character and spiritual velues? Can it really
transfer this authority? As this thesis has attempted to

Point out previously, the family, like it or not, plays &

part in the religious education of its children which it

tannot delegate to anyone else.®

lIrn S. Wile, The Challenge of Adole;cence (New York:
Greenberg, Publisher, oo e 1950], p. 19-

2
Cf. Chapter I.
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At the same time, the famlly must recognize that vari-
ous educational agencies outside of its own circle do have
their influence, also religiously, on the child. But while
they may - often must -~ delegate much of the actual educa-
tional procedure to these outside agencies, they can never

delegate their own primary responsibility for the education

of their children. This means, then, that they must know
which agencies are influencing their children, know what
sort of influence they are wielding, and be in close touch
with them so that they can either co-operate with them or
correct them if they are proceeding in the wrong direction.

Christien Femily Life Education lists the following

agencies as tending to reinforce, supplement, or nullify the

v4liglous experience of the family within 1ts own circle:

Homes of mneighbors, friends, playmates.
School.

Playground end community.

Amusement centers.

Church.5

s N
L] a B @ .

The present study chose four areas of influence for inves-
tigation: the church, the school, the adolescent’s circle

of friends, and places of amusement.

Church - Home Co-operation

the
With the church, as well es with the home, lles

Interna-
3Christien Family Life Education (Chicago: :
tlonal Covmciloof HelizTous Education, c- 1940), p. 12

T

1555’ | HE BN
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responsibility for educating Christians religiously. Chris-
tian parents call ministers of the gospel expressly for this
task - to guide them in their Christian growth. The home end
the church must work together toward a mutual educational
goal, or each will vitiate the work of the other.

This study approached the problem of church-home co-op-
eration from the viewpoint of the parents: what were the
parents doing to foster co-operation? Were they keeping in-
formed on the program of the church, especially where 1t
touched their children? Says Heyward regarding this point:

The attitude of children to the church and the extent ~
to which the church will be able to minister to their
lives will be determined more by the home than by the
church itself. A church program of average value can
have unusval results when the home is sympathetic and
co-operative, while a church with a high-grade proggam
is bandicapped when the home is apathetlc or opposeée

to its work.4

Some of the aspects of general church-home co-operation
have been treated under Chapers II and VI, namely attend-
ance at worship services and church meetings.5 The specific

agency of the church which touches the young people, however,

is the young people's soclety. Parents who are gsensitive to

the educational potential of such & soclety, for good or for

———

ome and
o

] The H
4Percy R. Hayward andé nyrtle He. mﬁ ’pr—"'"e“', 193

Shristian Living (Philadelphia: Wes
Pp. 131-2. .

Scr. Tables 11-14, 79-80.
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bad, will keep in close touch with 1ts activities, discuss
them with their chlldren, and help to improve them if they
are not performing the function for which they are intended.

About 63 per cent of the group whose parents were both
Lutheran belonged to their church's young people's soclety
and attended reguvlarly, while 26 per cent belonged but did
not attend regularly (Table 82). Of this group, almost
half said their parents knew exactly what their children did
at the last meeting or social (Teble 83). About 40 per cent
said they had a "vague idea." Only 15 per cent sald thelr
parents had no idea at all.

Meny churches sponsor activities specifically for the
entire family, with the thought of keeping the family to-
gether at s church-sponscred gathering, rather than split-
ting them up. Whether the activity succeeds in this purpose
or not depends on the type of program plenned. "Hovie

nights™ and other purely spectator type entertainments would

not always seem to lend themselves 1o fostering femily unity.

The enterteinment must be well planned to include every 8age

group, each cne sharing in the group gotivity with the other.

ecificelly jgentified, "Plc-
(Table 84). Qver

Of the femily activitles sp

nic™ wag the one attended most frequently

s"™ attended

half of the group labeled "Parents other religion

no sctivity at all.
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TABLE 82

NUNMBER OF CHILDREN BELONGING TO CHURCH

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETY

Both parents One parent Parents other

Lutheran Lutheran religions
Do not belong (No.) 34 8 11
(Pct.) %6 15.% 20.4
Belong, but do not (No.) 119 19 22
attend regularly (Pct.) 26.6 37.2 40.7
Belong and attend (No.) 283 23 21
regularly (Pet.) 63.3 45.1 38.8
No answer (No.) 11 1 =
(Pct.) 2.5 2.0 =
Total (No.) 447 51 54
(Pct.) 100.0 100.0 99.9
TABLE 83

KNOWLEDGE OF PARENTS ABOUT ACTIVITIES
AT LAST YOUNG PECPLE'S MEETING

Both parents One parent Parents other

Lutheran Lutheran religion
They have no idea Eggd) gg'o ééz ig'r
They hazge: vague fggéf) 123.2 12.9 lg.l
They know exsctly %ggt)) 122.8 %89 :gz
Total gg;_j) o 100.0 100.0




TABLE 84

CHURCH~SPONSORED ACTIVITIES ATTENDED BY FAMILY

Both parents One parent Parents other
Iutheran Lutheran religion
None (No.) 36 10 28
(Pot.) 8.0 19.6 £l.8
Pienic {No.) 274 21 13
(Pet.) 8l.2 41.2 24.0
Family night (No.) 152 13 7
(Pet.) 33.0 25.4 13.0
Movie night (No.) 194 19 10
(Pot.) 43.4 37.2 13.5
Other activity (No.) 284 25 ] 14

(Pet.) 63.5 49.0 25.9

99T
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In discussing home and church co-operation, it must be
remembered that the "church" is not a vague, shadowy con-
cept, but a congregation of living people. Co-operation
between home snd church, then, 1s a co-operation between
fellow Christians. If the parents want to encourage a
right sttitude emong the youvnger family members, they will
refrain from constant carping and negative criticism over
against the people of the church., Says Hayward:

A desirable attitude to the church will mean, for one
thing, an absence of criticism, in the presence of
the children, of the church, its pastor, and its lead-
ers. With small children especially this is desirable;
they are not able to balance & criticlsm in one re-
spect by eppreciation in others and 8o attain a rea-
sonable and fair attitude. The feelings of parents
themselves have 2 contagious influence even though
nothing 1s sasid. It is difficult for children to de-
velop an appreciation of that which their perents op-
pose, and it is in the field of appreciations, rather
than in that of a mere attendance upon & church ac-
tivity, that a deep religious life develops.

The figures (Tebles 865-86) show that there was more

criticism of both pastor and people in homes with both

Lutheran parents than in other homes. It must be taken in-

to mccount that other portions of the study showed that

there was a greater participation in the church program &8s

8 whole on the part of this group. Very few children in

any of the groups, however, indicated that their perents

oriticized "frequently."

—

SHaywerd, op. cit., p. 132.




TABLE 86

FREQUENCY WIH WHICH PARENTS TALK AGAINST PASTOR
(OR ASSISTANT PASTOR) OF CHURCH

Almost Occa~ Fre~ No Total
never sionelly quently answer

Both parents Lutheran (No.) 299 94 31 23 447
(Pet.) 67.0 21.0 6.9 5.1 100.0

One parent Lutheran (No.) 42 6 i e 51
(Pet.) 82.3 11.8 2.0 3.9 100.0

Parents other religion (No.) 43 8 2 1 54
{Pect.) 79.7 14.7 3.7 1.9 100.0

TABLE 86

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH PARENTS TALK AGAINST CIERTAIN
MEMBERS OF CONGREGATION

Almost Occa= Pre- © No Total
; never sionally quently answer

Both parents ILutheran (No.) 238 174 17 18 447
(Pet.) 63.3 38.9 3.8 4.0 100.0

One parent Lutheran (Ho.) 38 11 1 1 51
(Pet.) 74.56 21.5 2.0 2.0 100.0

Parents other religion (No.) 38 13 1 2 54
(Pet.) 70.4 24.0 1.9 3.7 100,0

891



169
School -~ Home Cooperation

What 1s truvue of the necessity for co-operation between
the educational forces of the church and the home, is slso
true for the school and the home. The danger is always pre-
sent of effecting & divorce between religious information
gained at school and religious life at home. The two must
be inseperably connected; but this immediately assumes some
sort of a liaison between school and home.”

Finencial and other material support of the school by
the parents is indispensable; but hand in hand with concern
for buildings and equipment should go concern for what sub-
Ject matter is being taught and who is teaching it, and how
the parent can co-operate in the teachlng process. The
standard agency for establishing such & conneeting link is
thelParent-Teacher Assoclation. Parents can also establish
e bond between school end heme by discussing homework with
children, particularly the religion lessons, perhaps even
tying them in with family devotions.

About half of the students in all grovps listed in
Table 87 seid their perents were thoroughly acquainted with

the type of course their children were teking in school. The

L4}
ma jority of the remainder checked "s 1little™ or rquite a bit.

- a Living
7Richerd R. Caemmerer, "The Christian Family - &
Force in the lodern World, " The Christian zamét izufﬁf
Modern World, edited by walter F. Wolbreog4 =
Concordia Publishing House, c. 1948), p. 64.
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About an average of 20 per cent of the total number of
children living at home said they "almost never"™ discussed
thelr homework wlth perents (Table 88). About half of
them sald they discussed 1t "occasionally."

With regard to the agencies for parent-teacher contact
and general school support, the figures are given in Tables
89-90. Well over half of the students indicated that neither

parent attended Parent-Teacher Association meetings regularly.
The Children's Friends

Not to be forgotten as an educational force influencing
the Christisn growth of the child is the circle of friends
with whom he associates most. Parents will want to be ac-
queinted with the friends of their children and be in a posi-
tion to discuss their relationships freely. LHWoreover, they
will give the children an opportunity to entertain their
friends at home, where they have the advantage of enjoying
themselves in a wholesome environment.

This aree was treated already under Chapter V, in the
discussion of "Boy-Girl Rélationships."® oOnly one additlonal

question was asked in this portion of the study: "Have your
About half

of

parents met the friends you associate with most?"
of the children said their perents had met "almost all®™
their best friends (Table 91). No one home background seemed

to have an adventege over esnother in this field.

8¢f. Tables 61-65.




TABLE 87
AHOUNT OF PARENT!'S KNOWLEDGE ABOUT CHILDREN'S ACADEMIC COURSES

None A little Quite Complete To Total
a bit answer
Living with both (No.) 18 50 149 261 25 500
parents {(Pet.) 3.0 10.0 22.8 82.2 5.0 100.0
Living with one (No.) - 3 4 11 -~ 23
varent (divorce) (Pet.) - 34 .8 17.8 47.8 - 100.0
Living with one par- (¥o.) - 5 10 17 - 32
ent (other reason) (Pet.) - 15.6 31.2 53.1 - 99.9
TABLE 88
FREQUENCY WITH WHICH CHILLDREN DISCUSS HOMEWOHK WITH PARENTS
Almost Occa- Fre- No Total
never sionally quently answer
Living with both (No.) 29 226 152 23 500
parents (Pet,) 19.8 45.2 §0.4 4.6 100.0
Living with one (No.) (4] 2 I a
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 26.1 8.7 ég.z ~ 1§g.o
Living with one par- (No.) 7 17 -
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 21.9 : e

83.1 26.0 - 100.0

TAT



TABLE 89

NUMBER OF PARENTS WHO REGUILARLY ATTEND PARLENT-TEACHER MEETINGS

Neither Mother Father Both No
perent only only parents angwer
Living with both (No,) 306 57 12 93 32
parents {Pat.) '61.2 11.4 2.4 18.6 6.4
Living with one (No.) 17 4 1 - 1l
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 73.9 17.4 4.3 - 4.3
Living with one par- (No.) 17 13 - - 2
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 863.1 40.6 - - 6.2
TABLE 90
NUMBER OF PARENTS WHO BELONG TO BOOSTERS OR MOTHER'S CLUB
Boosters Mother's
club
h parents (No.) 16%7 160
Living with both p (Pot.) =z 4 22 .0
ving with one parent (divorce) (No.) 2 -
SaNENE ¥ (Pot.) 8.7 -
5
ving with one parent (other (No.) 3
e reason) (Pot.) 0.4 ABag

Total
500
100.0

23
99.9

352
99.9

gLl



TABLE 91
NUMBER OF CHILDRENS BEST FRIENDS WITH WHOM PARENTS ARE ACQUAINTED

None One or About Almost No
two half all anawer
Living with both (No.) 10 89 1356 247 19
parents {Pot.) 2.0 17.8 27 .0 490 .4 3.8
Living with one (No.) 1 4 4 14 -
perent (divorce) (Pet.) 4.3 17 .4 17.4 60.9 -
Iiving with one par- (No.) 1 5 10 15 1
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 3.1 15,6 31.2 46.9 3.1

Total

500
100.0

23
100.0

32
99.9

SLT
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Places of Amusement

Pinally, the study dealt with the pleces at which stu-
dents spent their lelsure hours. It approsched the problem
strictly from the viewpoint of the parents!' acquaintance
with these sgencies. All three questions asked, "Do your
parents know the places . . . ?™ It was recognized that
mere acquaintance with the places was not enough, but that
at the same time such acqualintance was at least the bare
necessity.

Tables 22-94 give the flgures on these questions. A
consistent trend was for parents to know less about the lel-
sure-time whereabouts of boys than girls. For example: In
Table 94, elmost 20 per cent of the boys said their parents
"generally" did not know where they went after dates or oth-
er soclal affairs, while about 27 per cent said thelr par-
ents "almost always" lkmew. For the girls, on the other
hand, only ehout 6 per cent checked "generally not,™ while
63 per cent checked "almost always.™

Homes with only one real parent at home for reasons
other than divorce showed up poorest in respect to ewareness
of their children's wheresbouts, e&lthough the percentages did
not show too significant a difference. An interesting note

is that, in every type of home, parents mew less frequently

where their children went after dates and gsocial affairs

than where they went on the dates themselves.




TABIE 92

NUMBER OF PLACES KNOWN EY PARENTS AT WHEHICH
CEILDREN SPEND LEISURE TIME

Almost Some Most Almost No Total
none all answer

Boys {No.) 16 44 54 139 18 271
(Pet.) 5.9 16.2 19.6 61.8 6.6 100.0

Girls (No.) 4 18 47 228 o 306
(Pet.) 1,2 5.9 15.4 74.5 2.9 99.9

Living with both (No.) 14 55 85 326 20 500
parents (Pet.) 2.8 11.0 17.0 65.2 4.0 100.0

Living with one (No.) 1 2 2 18 - 23
parent (divorce) (Pet.) 4.3 8.7 8.7 78.3 = 100.0

Living with one par~ (No.) 3 & 9 15 1 32
ent (other reason) (Pet.) 9.4 12.5 28.1 46.9 3.1 100.0

S4LT



FREQUENCY WITH WHICH PARENTS KNOW WHERE CHILDREN GO ON DATES

Boys

Girls

Living with both parents
Living with one parent

(divorce)

Living with one parent
{other reason)

(No.)
(Pot-)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(NO!)
(Pet.)

(No.)
(Pet.)

(NO.)
(Pet.)

TABLE €3

Gener-
ally not

22
12.3

1l
4.7

26
7.2

2
10.5

2
8.3

Some -
times

37
20.6

9
3.8

o8
10.6

2
10.5

4
16.7

Usually
52
20.1

30
12.8

71
19.8

2
10.5

7
29.2

Almost
always

68
58.0

184
78.7

224
62.4

13
68.5

Xk
45.8

Total

179
100.0

234
100.0

359
100.0

19
100.0

24
100.0

94T



TABLE 94

FREQUENCY WITE WHICH PARENTS KNOW WEERE CHILDREN
GO AFTER DATES AND OTHER SCOCIAL AFFAIRS

Boys (No.)-
(Pct.)

Girls (No.)
(Pet.)

Living with both parents (No.)
y (Pcto)

Living with one parent (No.)
(divoree) (Pet.)

Iiving with one parent (No.)
(other reason) (Pot.)

Gener-
ally not

43
19.8

16
6.2

46
10.8

S
17.6

6
20.6

Some -
times

87
26.8

22
8.6

72
i7.0

2
11.8

4
15.8

Usually
61
27.6

57
22,0

104
24.6

4
23.6

8
27.6

Almost

always
60
27.1

164
63.5

201
47.5

2]
47.0

sl
38.0

Total

221
100.0

2569
100,0

423
99.9

17
99.9

29
100.0

LLT



CHAPTER VIII
CONCLUSION

The question posed by this study, as stated in Chapter
I, was: "What are the parents of these adolescents doing to
help their children grow in the life of God?"™ The answer to
' this complex question hes been presented in Chapters II-VII,
largely 1p the many figures recorded in the tebles. In ad-
dition to presenting these tables, the thesis has attempted
to pick out significant facts from them and also to note
trends whenever they could be determined with any degree of
certainty.

It might be well to recall once again the fact that, for
the most part, the study could only measvre the educational
process in broasd outline. It could only determine whether or
not the families were setting up the framework within which
they might reach their children to "bring them up in the nur-
ture end admonition of the Lord."™ The actual nurture involved
a multitude of techniques, many of them intangible, and most
of them differing in the case of each child. A careful meas-
urement of this involved process would heve required separate
case studies for eech family. Horeover, the study covered
too broad a field to investigate each specific ares in great
detail. Thus it painted the educational picture only with

the broadest strokes.
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Throughout the thesis, the writer limited himself to
presenting first e brlef description of the educational proc-
ess 1tself, thereby giving the reasons for including a given
question in the study; and then presenting the facts as they
were obtained, in as clear & menner as possible. He avoided
any precise evaluation of these facts, i.e., rating the fam-
ilies as "good"™ or "bad"™ in their role &s Christian educa-
tors, for two reasons: 1. Scripture itself lays down too few
imperatives regarding specific educational techniques to
serve as a measuring stick. 2. No parallel studles were
known to the writer which could serve &s a basls for compar-
ison. Thus, to give the femilles & general rating now, on
the basis of all the facts presented in the preceding chap-
ters, would be an even more questionable procedure .

without assigning any precise reting to a certain group
of families, however, one might note certain strong points
or week points in their procedure, Judzed according to the
basic principles which the thesis set up in each chapter as
§criptural end eduvcationally sound.

Perhaps the most notable of the weak points was in the 5
f1e1ld of family worship.l The seriousness of this situation
lies in the fact that the family's communion with God 1s
vital to every other aspect of family life treated in the

lor. Tables 6=7, pp. 50-1.
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study. God gives life through His Word. If the family mem-.
bers do not keep the spark of God's life glowing within them,
they cannot grow in that life at all, regerdless of what
family activities are carried on. The proper framework may
exist, but if there is no life within it, there can be no
growth.

Other week points which might be noted were lack of
Joint family activities which permitted a reasonable amount
of interaction between parents and children, and limited
participation in community affairs.

On the other hand, many strong points were also in
evidence. Two of the most notable of these were the absence
of discord in the families, and & high degree of confidence

in parents on the part of the children.
The Background Factors

All fects were obtained in the light of certain factors
existing in the backgrounds of the various families. Since
the group was largely homogeneous, not much valid comparison
could be made between the various types of homes. For ex-
ample, while five hundred children came from homes in which
both real parents were living, only twenty-three came from
homes in which only one real perent was living because of
divorce. The latter figure was too small to furnish any
really meaningful percentages. It must be noted, however,

that with exceedingly few exceptions, those homes were

- r2) B THENE SR EmIN n
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strongest (again, Judged eccording to the standerds set
forth in the thesis) in which both parents were living, and

both parents were Lutheran.

The Role of liothers

In many areas of the study, perticularly thoserdealing
with repport between children and parents, sepsrate gques-
tions were asked about mother and father. This was & weak-
ness of the queastionnaire in one respect, since it did not
reveal whether some children had confidence in nelther par-
ent .2

At the same tine, it did offer opportunity for comper-
ison between mothers snd fathers. This comparison showed
whet a vital role especially the mothers played in the Chris-
tian educational development of their children. It was to
her thet the children went most often for help, for comfort,
for advice. Not only the girls of this study but also the
boys approached their mothers more often thean their fathers.
It would seem, then, that the most significent work of Chris-
tian nurture, et least from the espect of personal parent-

child relationships, was done by the mothers.

UTnused Data

A tremendous amount of data was sccumulated during the

2por a discussion of this-problem, cf. pp. 61=-2.
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course of the study which could not be used, simply because
there was not enough space. This was true of most of the
statistics gathered on the basis of the age of the children,
the size of the family, and the position of the child in the
femlly. These categories were used in scattered tables
throughout the thesis, but for the most part the thesis used
only those divisions which hed to do with sex of the child-

ren, condition of home, and religion of parent.
Future Studies

Further studies in this field might do the following:
l. Investigate each one of the specific areas treated in this
study in more detail and perhaps from the viewpoint of the
parents themselves (e.z. the areas of community relations,
living in love, etc.) 2. lake studies parallel to this one,
of similar age groups from other parochial schools or from

public schools, for the purposes of comparison.

The results of this study are presented as only one step

in a process requiring many steps - much further study and

meny more measurements. They are presented in the conviction

that only 4if we make such measurements, and make them as

scientifically accurate as possible, will we be able to de-

termine the sctual strengths end weaknesses of our Christian
families. And only if we determine their strengths and
wealknesses will we be able to help them most efficlently,

by reaching them at the point of their greatest need.




APPENDIX A

TABUTATIONS OXN BACKGROUND FACTORS
AFFECTING HOMES STUDIED

TABLE 96
DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO AGE AND SEX

Age Boys  Girls
Thirteen 5 2
Fourteen 62 67
Fifteen 65 79
Sixteen 74 74
Seventeen 47 75
Eighteen 17 8
None indicated 1 1

Total 271 306
Grand total: 877
TABLE 96

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO PEOPLE WITH WHOM
CHILDREN ARE LIVING

Number
Living with both father ané mother 500
Living with father (divorce) 3
Living with father (other reason) 21
Living with mother (divorce) 52
Living with mother (other reason) 3
Living with other relatives =
Living with others, not relatives 9
Ko answer
Total 577
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TABLE 97

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO RELIGION OF PARENTS,
BOTH PARENTS AT HOME

Number

Both parents Lutheran 447
Both parents Protestant 3
Both parents no religion 4
One Lutheran, other Protestant 6
One Lutheran, other Catholic 6
One Iutheran, other no religion 29
One Protestant, other no religion 1
One Catholic, other no religion 2
No answer R
Total 500

TABLE 98

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO RELIGION OF PARENT,
ONLY ONE PARENT AT HOME

Number
Iutheran 51
Protestant 2
No religion 1
Wo answer . |
Totel 55

TABLE 99
NUMBER OF MINISTERS' OR TEACHERS! CHILDREN

Number
Minister ié
Teacher ——
- 80

Total
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TABIE 100

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO
NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN FAMILY1

NHumber
One 96
Two 188
Three 126
Four 87
F'ive 28
Six 15
Seven 5
Elght v
lore than eight _4
Total 556

TABLE 101

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO
POSITION OF CHILD IN PAMILY®

Number
Only child 166
Oldest child 233
Youngest child 102
"In-between™ child 68
Total 569

lTwen -one children were not living with cither of
their parexgs and thus were not incluvded in this tabulation.

QEight children were living either in an orphan's home
Or elsewhere, not in a home with a family in the usval sense
of the term, and were not included in this tabulation.




APPENDIX B
QUESTIONNAIRE I

Please do not sign your neme to either of these question-
naires, '

Wfitz the answers to this first questionnaire on this same
sheet. pEE

1-a. Check whether you are & boy or a girl:
(&Y nutiiiey (B) veeee Girl

1-b. How old were you on your last birthday? (Check the
right answer)

(A) * 9w e Twelve
(B) eee.s Thirteen
(C) «e... Pourteen
(D) seeee Pifteen
(B) ec... Sixteen
(FF) ee... Seventeen

(G) «.o.. Eighteen

2-a. Are you living with your father and mother at the pre-
sent time? (Check the right answer)

(A) «.... Living with both father and mother.
(B) seee. Living with father.

(C) vees. Living with mother.
(D) «.v.. Living with other relatives, not my parents.

(E) «ev.. Living with people who are not my relatives.
If you are not living with both father and mother,
pleﬂse St&te the 1'0‘80!13 @9 e 9 SsVTIassETerTREesTeERRSISS

2-b. To what church do your parents belong? (Lutheran, Meth-
odist, etc.) If they do not belong to any church,

write "None.™

Father-II.'I..IO‘l.'.'...l....l'l...
Motmr..‘.....ll..ll.!.......'......

2-c. Check whether your father i1s one of these:

eesse Minister.
fﬁf eeeee Teacher or professor at a Lutheran school.
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3. What schools did your father atte
) nd? (Check the righ
answers, and put a circle around the number of yearg ;a
attend%d each school. If you do not know Ghe answer
write "Do not know” in the mergin, If your father did

not attend any of these schools, leave the question blank.
Grade school: Lutheran...., 12345678
Other,.,... 123456678
iigh school: Lutheran..... 1234
Other..... 1234
College or Lutheran..... 1 2 3 4 liore
vniversity: Other..... 12 3 4 Y¥ore
Night school: e 12 3 4 iore

4. Whet schools did your mother attend? (Answer in the
same wey a&s number three.
Crade school: Lutheran..... 12345678
Othere.ses 123456178
High school: Iutheran..... 1234
Other..... 1234
College or Luthersn..... 12 3 4 More
vniversity: Other..... 123 4 vMore
Night school: ceene 123 4 tore

5-8 .,

How meny children are there in your family altogether?
(Include yourself, and also those brothers or sisters

away from home.)
Write the number her@......cvte0cceesasccas

How many older brothers &and sisters do you have who
are living with you &t home? (If you ere not living
with your parents, write the number of older boys and
girls living in the same house with you.)

Write the NuMber here@.cccccecesccscosssosne

How many younger brothers and sisters do you have who
are living with you at home? (Answer the same way as

the previous question.)

write the nmber hero......l'l."l"....'.
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QUESTIONNAIRE II

Please {ill in the answers to these questions on the blue

answer form, not on this sheet. Each question will have a
number of cholces. Pick the correct aenswer, then put your
pencil mark in the right spot on the answer form. :

~ Be sure to read all the possible answers before you make
your cholce. You may find that the last answer fits your
situation better than the first.
You will help most if you enswer all the questions in the
very best way you can. Be just as truthful as posaible.
Section A

1. How often last week did you (alone) read the Bible (not
for nomework)?

1. Not at all.

2. Once or twice.

3. Three or four times.
4. Once every day.

5. Twice every day.

2, How often last week did you pray privately (besldes at
mesltime)? For instance, in the morning or et bedtime.

1. Bot at all.
2. Once or twice.
3. Three or four times.

4. Once every day.
5. Twice or more times every day.

3. Does your family pray at mealtlme?

1. Never,
2., Only on special occasions.
3. Yes, always; before we eat.

4. Y always; after we eat.
5. Y::: alwags; both before and after eating.

d-
family have & family devotion (rea
o yom:otherlgeligious book, prsyingi?

ing the Blble or &

l. Never.
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2. A few times a Yyear,

5. About once a week,
4. Almost every day.

If you have checked Number ne ("Never"™) in Question i,
skip the next four questions and go to Question #9.

6. Are your family devotions interesting?

1. Almost never.
2. Occeslonally.
3. Frequently.

4. Alwost always.

6. Do you think that most of your femily devotions last a-

et v—

bout the right length of time?

1. Too long.
2. About the right length.
3. Too short.

7. Have you ever helped to plan or conduct a fanily devo~
tion at home?

1. Vever.
2. Once.
&. A few times.
4. Often.

8. How many of these things does your family do in its devo-
tions? (Check as many as necessary.)

1. Read the EBEible.
2. Reed the devotional book or pamphlet.

3. Talk about what we have read.
4. liake up our own prayers.

5. Sing hymns.
9. Who saw to it that you were baptized?

1. Parents (father, mother, or both).
2. Qther relatives.

5‘ Myself .
4. Some other friend.
5. No one (I am not baptised).

10. Have your parents or guardians ever talfod):o you about
your Baptism (besldes at your confirmation

l. Never.
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12.

13.

14,

15.

190

2. nce or twice.
3. Several times.

How often do you go to communion (Lord‘'s Supper)?
(If you are not conflrmed, skip this question.)

l. Never,

. ‘mce or twice a year.

Four %o six times a year (about every other month).
About once a month.

Almost every week.

(eI O B

. @ L]

Do you go to communion with your father or mother?

(If you are not living with your father or mother, answer
for your guardian on this and all the following questions
referring to father and mother.)

1. No, I usually attend alone.
2. No, I go with friends,.

5. Yos, about half the time.
4. Yes, almost every time.

Do you prepare yourself for communion on the night be-
fore, or some time before the service? (Pray, examine

yourself.)

1. Almost never.

2. Occasionally, by myself.

3. Almost elways, by myself.

4. Occasionally, together with my famlly.
5. Almost always, together with my family.

How many times did your father attend church last month?

1. Yot at all.

2‘ On-e tim.

S5« Two times.

4, Three times.

5. Four or more times.

How meny times did your mother attend church last month?

l. Not at all.

2. One time.

3+ Two tines.

4, Three times.

5. Four or more times.
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16. How many times did your whole family (at one time, or on
one Sunday) attend church last month?

1l. Not at all.

2. One time.

S. Two times,

4. Three times.

5. Four or more timeos.

17. Do you discuss the Sunday worship service (for instance,
the sermon) at home?

1. Almost never.
2. Occasionally.
5. Almost every week.

Section B

18. Fow often have you seen your parents quarrel (argue)
during the past month?

1. Not at all.

2. Once or twice.

3. Three or four times.
4. Five or more times.

19. How often have you seen your parents show affection to
one another (kiss, hug, etc.) during the past month?

1. Never.
2. Almost never.
3. Occasionally..
4, Often.

20. Have you had eny unpleasant arguments with your father

during the past month?

1. None.

2. One or two.

3. Three or four.
4., Pive or more.

with your mother

21. Have you had any unpleasent arguments
during the past month?

1. None.

2. One or two.

3. Three or four.
4. Five or more.
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
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Do you ever ask your father to forgive you when you
you have done something wrong?

1. Almost never.
2. Occasionally.
3. Almost every time.

Do you ask your mother to forgive you when you have
done something wrong?

l. Almost never.
2. Occasionally.
3. Almost every time.

Do your parents ever admit to you that they are wrong?

1. Never.

2. Almost never.

3. Occasionally.

4., Almost every time they are wrong.

Do you ask your father for help when you have & problem?

1. Almest never.
2. Occasionally.
5. Almost always.

Do you esk your mother for help when you have a problem?

l. Almost never.
2. Occasionally.
3. Almost always.

Does your father ever come to you and offer his advice?

1. Almost never.
2., Occasionally.
3. Often.

Does your mother ever come to you and offer her advice?

1. Almost never.
2. Occasionally.
3. Often.

Do you feel that your father understands you?

1. Hardly at all.

2. Some of the time.

3. Most of the time.

4. Almost 8ll of the time.
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0. Do you feel that your mother understands you?

1. Hardly at all.

2. Some of the time.

3. lost of the time.

4. Almost all of the time.

3l. How many times last week did you thank your parents for
something?

l. ot at all.

2. Once or twice.

d. Three or more times.
4. Cen’'t remember

52. How many of these things did you do during the past
week? Be sure to check only those which you did during
the past week.

l. Set the table.

2. Cleared the teble.

3. Washed or dried dishes.

4. Prepared a meal (breakfast, lunch, dinner, supper).
5. illade your own bed.

S3. This is a continuation of Question 32. How many of
these things dild you do during the past week?

1. Cleaned your own room.
2. Helped clean other parts of the house.
3. Went on errands for mother.
4. Went on errands for father.

34. How many of these things have you done at some time
during the past year?

1. Yade some of your own clothes.
2. Helped decorate your room.
3. Done fancy work or handicraft.

4. Washed the automoblile.
5. Helped repair the automobile.

of
35. This is a continuation of Question 34. How many
these things have you done during the past year?

1. Done minor repairs around the house.

2. kMowed the lawn.
3. Worked in the garden.
4, Helped with washing or ironing.

6. Shovelled snow.
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39.

40,

41.
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Have you ever helped your parents do any of these things?

1. Purchese some article of furniture for the home.

2. Plan an evening of recreation at home.

. Intertain guests for an evening.

4. Purchase an sutomobile, or some pert for an auto-
mobile.

5. Plen a vacation trip.

Which of these things have you done during the past year?

1. Planned meals at home.
2. Planned your own clothes (decided yourself what
you would need, etc.).
. Selected your own clothes at the store.
4. Kept a personal account or how you spent your money.
5. Kept a plan or budget for apending your money.

(<]

Do you tell your father your joys and troubles?

1. Almost never.
2. Sometimes. A
3. Alumost always.

Do you tell your mother your joys and troubles?

l. Almost never.
2. Sometimes.
3. Almost always.

Does your mother work outside the home?

1. No.
2. Yes, every day, full time.
3. Yes, part of the time.

4. Yes, at night.

How many evenings last week was your whole family to-
gether, either at home or elsewhere?

1. One evening.

2. Two evenings.

3. Three evenlngs.

4. Four or more evenings.
5. None at all.
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#Which of these things has your family done together dur-
ing the past month? Be sure to check only those things

which the family (father or mother end at least some of
the children) have done together.

1. Played games together.
2. Sang or played music.
3. Gone shopping.

4. Gone to movies.

5. Gone to concerts.

This is a continuation of Question 42. Which of these
things has your femily done together during the past

month?

1. Gone visiting.

2. Gone auto riding.

3. Watched television.

4. Teken walks.

6. Gone to a sports event.

This is s8tilll a continuation of the last two questions.
Which of these things has your family done together
during the past month? (Remember, father or mother and

at least some of the children.)

Done handicraft (hobbies, fencywork, work with tools,
etc.)

. Gone to & museum or art gallery.

Gone to a church service.

. Gone to another church activity.

5. Gone to some activity at school.

DGAN

Are you punished at home when you are disobedlent?

1. Herdly ever.
2. Sometimes. :
3. Almost always.
4. Every time.

Do your parents encourage you to figure things out for
yourself, to make your own decisions?

1. Hardly at all.
2. Somewhat.

3. Quite & bit.
4. Very much.
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Section C
Do your perents talk much about mone 7

* i Hardly at all.

?. Some,

S. Quite a bit.

4, Almpst 8ll the time.

?g:roften during the past month have you heard your
3?“%22 say that God is taking care of you and the rest
- the family (or words to that effect)?

Not at all.

Once or twice.
Several times.

4. I can't remember.

00 pu

How often during the past month heve you heard your
mother say that God 1s teking care of you and the rest
of the family (or words to thet effect)?

1. Not at all.

2. Once or twice.

3. Several times.

4, I can't remember.

When someone in the family is sick, does your family
pray together for his recovery?

1. o, I don't think enyone prays.

2. No, but I pray privately.
5. Yes, occasionally the family prays together during

a slckness.
4. Yes, almost always the family prays together during

a2 sickness.

Have you done any of these things at home during the
past month?

1. Sung hymns.
2. IListened to religious (sacred) music on radio,

phonograph, or television.
Played religious music (hymns, etec.) on piano or

other instrument.
4, Sung popular songs (hit._tunes, ete.).
5. Listened to popular songs on radio, phonograph, or

television.
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52. Which of the following do you have in your home?

l. Picture of Chrilst.

2. Other religious picture.
3. Cross or crucifix.

4. Religious plaque.

9. Other religious symbol.

63. Which of the following do you have in your home?

l. Bible.

2. Hymnal,

3. Prayer book.

4. Other religlous or devotional book.
5. Helligious novel.

54. Which of the following magazines or papers do you get
at home?

l, Iutheran Witness.

2. This Day.

5. Youth (Walther league Hessenger).
4, 3t. Louls Lutheran.

S. Other religious magazine or paper.

55. How many other magazines are taken regularly in your
home (besides religious magazines)? For example, Life,
Saturday Evening Post, Reader's Digest, etc.

l., Hone.

2. (ne.

3. Two.

4. Three.

5. Four or more.

56. About how many books would you estimate that your father
has read during the past year?

l. None.

2. One or two.

3. Three or fovr.
4, Five or more.

57. About how meny books would you estimete that your mother
has read during tho past year?

1. None.
2, ne or two.

3. Three or four.
4., Filve or more.
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Does your family invite guests to your home for meals
or for the evening?

1. Almost never.

2. A few times a yecar.
$. About once a month.

4. About twlice a month.
5. Almost every weck.

When guests are present, are you invited to share in the
conversation and entertainment?

l. Almost never.
2. Occasionally.
3. Almost mlways.

Have you been punished at home during the last month?

1, ot at all.
2. (nce or twice.
5. Three or more times.

If so, how were you punished?

l. Whipping.

2. Slepping.

3. Scolding.

4., Wiade to stay home.

5. Other privilege taken away.

Does your father or mother ever become violently angry
et you?

1. Almost never.
2. Occasionally.
3. Quite often.

Do your parents talk over the situation with you befare
they punish you?

1. Almost never.
2. Occesionally.
3. Almost always.

" t times
Do vou think your parents aere unreasonable 8
wheg they forbid you to do something?

1. Almost never.
o, Ocecasionally.
3. Quite often.
4, Very often.
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Section D

Do you haYe your friends come to your home for parties
or after dates or other get-togethers?

1. Almost never.
2. Occasionally.
d. Quite often.

Do you talk over what happened on & date or other social
affalr with your father?

1. Almost never.
2. Occasionally.
3. Almost alweys.

Do you talk over what heppened on a date or other socisl
affair with your mother?

l. Almost never.
2. ODccasionally.
5. Almost always.

. Do you confide in your father about the boy or girl

whom you like especially (or with whom you are in love)?

1. Hardly at all.
2. Somewhat.

3. Quite & bit.
4, Completely.

Do you confide in your mother about the boy or girl whom
you like especially (or with whom you are in love)?

1. Hardly at all.
2. Somewhat.

3. Quite a bit.
4, Completely.

Where ¢id you first learn what you know about sex?

1. Father or mother.
2. Brother or sister.

3. Other boys or girls.
4. Another older person, not father or mother (for

instance: doctor, minister, teacher).
5. Magazine or book.




200

71. Haes your father or mother ever dlscussed sex with you?

1,
2.
3.
4.

Never.
Once.
A few times.
Often.

72. From which of the following have you received any help
in determining your future vocetion (job)? Be sure to
check 21l who have helped you.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ll
2.
3.

Father.

Kother.

Teacher or counselor at school.
Sister or brother.

Other older person.

you decided on your future vocation?

Have no idesa what I would like to do.
Have an idea, but am undecided.
Have decided.

74. If you have decided on your future vocation, what was
vonr most important reason in choosing that vocation? (If
you have not chosen your vocation, skip this question.)

1'
2.

3.
4.

5.

75. Have
bors

No speciel reason.
Because I think I can help other people most in that

job.
Becaugse I think I can make good money in that job.

Because my father or mother does (or did) that type

of work.
Recavse I think I am best fitted for that type of

work.
Section E

your parents had an argument with any of your neigh-
during the past year?

None at all.
Once or twice.
Three or more times.

76. Hes your family done any of these things during the past
year? f

1.
20

tributed to Community Chest or Red Cross.
g:it packages of food or clothing to someone (not

(not a serviceman) overseas.
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5. Taken food or clothing to someone in the neighbor-
hood who needed it.

4. Visited sick (or aged) friend or relative.

5. Prayed (at home) that we might not heve snother
world war.

77. Which of these family activitles did you take part in?

1. Contributed to Community Chest or Red Cross.

Z. Sent packages of food or clothing to someone (not
a serviceman) overseas.

3. Taken food or clothing to someone in the neighbor-
hood who needed it.

4. Visited sick (or aged) friend or relative.

5. Prayed (at home) that we might not have another
world war.

78. Has anyone in your family helped to bring an outside
person to chureh during the past year?

l. None at all.
2. Have talked to one or more persons about it.

3. Have brought one or more persons to church.
79. 1s your mother a cheerful person?

1. Hardly ever.

2. Some of the time.

3. Nost of the time.

4, Almost all of the time.

80. Does your father (or mother) regulerly attend the meet-
ings of any of the following?

1. ILabor union.
2, Businessmen's club (Eiwanis, Rotary, etc.)

%, Political organization.

4. Civic musical organization.
5. Other civic charitsble organization (welfare groups,

etc.).

81. Have any of these subjects Deen discussed in your home
during the past week or two?

1. Candidates for president of the United States.

2. The Conguest for Christ (ten million dollar collec-
tion of the ILutheran Church - Missouri Synod).

%. The war in Korea.

4, Bringing a person to church.

5. Foreign mission work of our church.
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82. How of'ten has your father (or mother) voted during the
past two years (Government election - city, county,
state, national.)

l. Not at all,

2. In at least one election.
3. In two or more elections.
4, I don't know.

e8]
3

How do you think your perents would feel if s Negro fam-
ily moved into the house next door?

1. ly parents would want to move somewhere else.
2. They would not like 1%, but would stay.

3« They would not mind it.

4. They would demand that the Negro femily move.
5. I have no idea how they would feel.

84. Does your father regularly sttend any of these?

l. lien's club at church.
2. Voter's meeting at church.
. Other board or club meeting &t church.

4. Choir.
5. Bible class or Surday School.

85. Does your mother regularly attend any of these?

l. Ladies Aid at church.
2. Other women's organization at church (guilds, sew-

ing circle, etc.).

3. Choir.
4. Eible class or Sunday School.

86. Do you have a plan cr budget or any system for contribut-
ing your own money (from allowance or earnings) to the
church?

1. I do not contribute my own allowence or earnings.

2, I give as much as I can afford each week.
3. I have a system worked out so that I give & certain

amount for the whole year.

Section F
87. Do you belong to the young people's soclety of your church?

1. I do not belong. -
2, Belong, but do not attend regularly.

3. Belong and attend regulerly.




88,

89.

90.

9l.

92,

93.

94.
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Do your parents know what you dld at your last young
peoplets soclety meeting (or social)?

1l They have no ldea.
?. They have a vague idea.
9. They know exactly.

Puring the past year, has your family attended any activ-
ities sponsored by your church for the whole family?
(Check as many as necessary. )

l. None at all,

2. Picnic.

S. Vemily night.
4, Movie night.

5. Other activity.

Do your parents talk against the pastor (or assistant
pastor) of your church?

1. Almost never,
2. Occasionally.
5. Frequently.

Do your parents talk ageinst certain members of your
congregation?

1. Almost never,
£. Occasionally.
3. Frequently.

Do your perents attend the Parent-Teacher meetings (PTA)
of Lutheran High Schoel?

1, Neither parent attends regularly.
2. Only mother attends regularly.
3. Only father attends regularly.
4, Both perents attend regularly.

Do your father and (or) mother belong to either of the
following at Lutheran High?

l. Boosters.
2. Mother's Club.

Do your perents krnow the type of course you are taking
in school (commercial, general, etc.)?

l. They do not know.

2. They know & little about 1t.

3., They know quite a bit about it.
4, They know all about 1it.




96,

97.

8.

99.
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Do you talk over your homework with your parents?
Almost never..

- Occasionally.
. Frequently.

Clae

Havg your parents met the friends you associate with
most?

l. None of them.

2. Une or two of them.
3. About half of them,
4, Almost all of them.

Do your parents know the places at which you spend most
of your leisure time (after school, in the evening, on
Saturdays and Sundays)?

l. Almost none of the places.
. Some of them,

. liost of them.

. Almost all of them.

2 N

o your parents know the places to which you go on
éetes? (If you cdo not date, skip this question.)

1. Generally not.
2. Sometimes.

5. Usually.

4, Almost always.

Do your parents know the places to which you go after
dates and other social affalrs?

1. Generally not.
2, Sometimes,

3. Usually.

4, Almost always.

THANK YOU FOR FILLING OUT THESE QUESTIONNAIRES!
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