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Br17.on. To tl is end. h .... ca-lerl r .. _ 9a.ted counoi:tn ruld oynoda 

to eno.ot reform measure~. Citation or n typicnl. 11~t or 
re~lnt!ons a:r;,rov9c1. by t w syno~ls 1,111 guf"f'loe to indioe.te 

the state ot the dioca~e. 

The cl-?rzy a.re not to frequent taverns or to 
.:,le.y o.t oe.r Ol"' dice. Thay o.re not to ,,ear 
long_ hci.ir or l!,'.re;a hn. ts, r1113s or Jetrels, (Sc.rnonta 
of st!'ili: ! ne; oolora or of ul trn te.Ahione.ble cut. They 
e.re to instr .ct the peonlg in t h9 tn1th, tonohin~ 
t h9m t .e ne 11,.rv? of t e- sEu,rrunents tt.nd o~ the oom­
rnC'.nt1m9nts, t'.nt.l rec! ting the Pnt~rnoster ~1th them, 
1u--:~~- lf'; th~!"I to noAe to maos f"e.sting, end tor-
b1clc1 �~� nr•; t he "'!"!.le or v1otue,.1s before the end of ~;he 
Mo.as. ':i!hey nre to e;uard th9 people age.inst :n.q,er­
ati tut1011 ••• 1 

Put!oule.l"ly in t.1° l1[~ht of the g,eoe;ra.r,.l1oal re{'!ion !n 

Ulli oh Br!::en l t;.y one cnn e"" sily understenct th •• "-t ref'oro 

ti.ii'!' .en t, '111ne 1;h -:, ro~ion !s moimt o...,.notu3 ~.nd t·.rooc":.ed. 

!lost tryin~ for i• i col ... s 1-m g the effort to rs1"orr.1 an 

e.l>b!?y .t Bon·~gnbtt'f~ • Th9 c. ,bes~ :!.n oho.res rerueod to ~a 

reformed e.nd r~SJist<:>d. to t . e 1:oi~t of cl:' , l.i'I'\~ upon the _ 

1\rchd.1-1'.e c.li ",;i ~rmnd fol"' o.,.d. Z~s latter ~ro.s lV\PJ-:, to enter . �~� 

the :.'ray., a1nce · he ancl t!1e ol.\I'd.1na.1 ~e::.•9 !'.t oddg ·ri t-"'1 ee.oh 

other on t he sub.19ot of their teoffal r 1ei11is, ?!iool.n.s 
2 

me.1ntn1ninno thG.t S1"'1smund wa.s his feudal vassal. The l.':I �~� ,. • 

o.bbe3a ha.d ul tim~:fely to b9 e:xoomr.'ltmi_gatea. but 

even nfter the decree ot e~oommun1oet1on h~d be<tn publ1ahe4, 

bloocl.. had to ba shecl before she ooul.d ba removod trom the· 

abbey. 

Atto?' this t!rne Jioolas had on1y one peaoatul -raar 

at Brixen. 'll-,-1s ,ms tlle ;,ear 145:, 1n t·:lh!oh the oRrcllna.l 

1. Bett, ml• .Qll.. p. 50 t. 
2. Cp. Scharr, .ml• .saU- p. 224. 
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llrote h~.s De l:ts .. one I>ci, a. work ub.ich al .. u ::-ece1ve 

mo1"e r:'i:tan1;1o, o.t a 1€'.tel" p oin"i: 111 this pc.per . 

T1e mot 1n'"e:fens1bl.a .e.ct or the oar·11nal 1 s lire 

occuri--ea. in h io. l C!."' t yea.rs. Me used t he threat o'f excomrnun1-

oat!on !'.nd .otur:._ly ,u.ci e:r.com."llunicatg four 00.nons ·who did 

no"i; i.o ne. ,t 0 119 of 11.is. ::."1tlin6S u:hic 1 g(\Ve o.n . undeso~red 
l . . 

:,r e\) :16. t o hi:, mt. h ew. In l'-:-58 Anea.s Sy· ."riua , tiho ,;w.a nm:1 

) O_ e (:'i us II) !nv,.tec1. · lcole.s to "lor~e where thg l ;;-.tter 

ser\~ec.1 ~o:;, !;lorne t1? ,e o.s ~overnor of Rome o.nd pc.:;,.:.l 

ti:.>=rl"i~Goriee . He c-le me to lia,re c.one t."1!s tasl,: uell .. 
,. 
1·,enm1!:1le t e ba.t t le w! th a! r•·1smund uent on .. It continued, .,. . 

!n fnot, until ~.ftor -Ousa ' s death. fhe 0011trove?'a:, ·was 

. ut be~oi"'e the pap a, S!~!smumi declc.rinz thn.t Hioole.a '?lad 

rn3.susell h. s o:r~,.,:ie a.ntl Mir.,ola.s af:f'1rm!ng that the o.rohduke 

l'W.d _ lot";;-3c'l :ir:. inst • .ie J.j.fe. G.eorr-;e or He!:nbure-, ::i.gnin 

Cusa 's o __ onent served no S!r 1smund 1e :!.cwyer. 'l'he battle 

El"D.fi.uaJ.l;:r bee.:.? e nore v.nd more an at"!"e1r l>et"Wean µop9 :ind 

aro:1d'lt,:a ,-ri th !aoolns , urt!oipating leBs i,,.nd less. . . 

The c .:.. .. d!nc.l tU.ed 'u~st ll, 1461~ after prov1d1ng 

tha 1; his possessions should he used- for tlle este:bl1ahrnen1; 

and roa!ntenancs of ~.nst1 tutions of che.r1ty c.nd eduoe.t1on .. 

Batt st~tes the.t there wao «re&ter w,~_ing et the time of 
2 

Cuaa•a <.lee.t h than at that of Pius II. A part or the 

111001"1 •.;1on on the cnrdinnl 's tombstona reo.da: . . 
D1lex1t Deum 1 .i1mu1t et veneretus 9St, ac 1111 
soli ser"r!v!t. Prom!~s1o retr1but1on1s non 
tetell1t eum ••• 3 

1. Op. ~ett, · ~- .All• p. 60. 
2. Op.cit. p. 7-9. 
3. 1b14, 



Befors prooeed1ng to a d1sousa1on or Ouan•s thoueht 

1 t t-7111 l?e well to review briefly some of the tra1 ts or 

his personality. In considering the oharaoter ot the man it 

1s nocossery to emphe.size the tact a{t&in that he lived in a 

period or transl tion and that his sp1r1 t 1-ras uniquely sens1-
t1 veto every conflict of his changing age. Andreas says 
' . 
ot him: 

Es 1st a.ls ob d.ie Unrast seines Jahrhunderta 1hn 
von einem GadankenlTeis zum anderen treibe, 11m 
drlnge sei ne Krltte ~erade an den aohtt1er1gaten 
bProblemen und 1n den VBrsob1edenaten WirkUn~s:: 

ere1chen zu erproben.i • 

Hera then are t-Jo tr~ita ot his personality,~ ~nsa.~!ab1e 

dea1re to ~ot nt t] e d1r:1cult problems ot 11re and.a 

w1111ngneas to try every approe.oh i.:.J these !''rob1ems. He 

hrul lost f a .1.th !n Thom1srn ~s ~rell as in any :.,ure1y 

ratlonnl ap_ .ros.ob to truth. ?lo doubt the acque.inta.noe with 

myat1c1sm greatly af:f'ected him 1n this rospeot • .And now, 

because he could no longer me.ke pretensions to he.ving the 

truth black on white, he wao spurred on to ever widening 

tields or r9search. We ma7 cite Andreas again, who says or 

111001:0.s thci. t he 'had 

e1n sehr persan11char,· n1inmer ganz zu atil1end,er . 
Erkenntn1s:hunger ••• H1er rang e1n Henaoh wie 2 
Jacl:ob 1mmer w1eder Brust an Brust C11t dem Engel. 

In f'ao!ng the nelf problems presented by ohang~ oon41-

t1ona Nicolas wa.s forced to realize that a break vou1d have 



to be rnt'.de ~.11t h t he past 1n more than one respeot. Be bad 

the stature to face this fact and yot the t1rm rasolTa 

to holcl t o.st to t hP.t part or his tradition uhloh his 

best insights told him "°re.a good.. G. G. Ooul ton a,aya or 

him that he oomb1nec1 "t·T1de rei,.d1ng and. bold s:peoula.tion 
1 

v1th the moat zee.loualy loyal intentions . Andreas pa.ya . . 
h1m tri bute '!·rhen he says, 

lf1e jede groese PeralSn1! obke1t barp; so . .J.n tlesen 
orhaltende und zerstllrende Krltta,. Var~ngan­
h cr,i t und Zul·.unrt rangen um seim, Seele ::z 

Heinrich Schmidt points out that Nicolas sour,ht to re-
·3 

aonolle t he tt.,o movernents renaisse.nco and ratormn.t1on,; 

Ho doubt the universe.list bias uhich was a part of his 

evory decision drove h'-..a1. to strive to harmonize these 

polar forces. 

A s1gnt:!'1onnt insight into Cuaa•s per,onal1ty is 

go.1ned ,~1en one rep..lizee that despite h1s oeasalesal7 

unsat1st1ed mind Nicolea maintained his nosit1on as a . -
loyal servant of the ohuroli.• Had he not done so, he m1e;ht 

ho.ve hecorne a stubborn heretic, a modern me.thomat1o1an; 

a po1it1onl re~ormer, or almost anything else that ha de-­

sired. He had the potential ab11Jt1es to till al.Dost~ 

oft1oe from soholary antiquary to pol1t1oa.1 oreo,J:lizer.• 

But the un1 ty 9t the oh11rch t-ms a oono pt1on which gr1pp~ 
. 

him profoundly.• It 1-m.e ~o ca1nta.1n th1~ ~tn1 ty tha:t.he aame-

tlmea subordinated his better insights, as in tho case or 
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h1a detection from Ba sel. In the ,opinion ot the 'trr1ter it 

'10Ul.d not ba :f'a.1r to .1udge the can tor acts such as these 

even thouBh one me..y consider them to have . l>een 111 o.dvisea. 

Cusa J>le.yed the P,ame ho.ne stl:, as he satr 1 t. Stadolmann 

states, 

Mikolo.us hat in der Tat, ~irenn man bo1 einem al.a. 
Chi,.ral:tar so gosohlossenen Mann dt\s 'tlort gebrauohen 
kann, z11e1 Seelen in der· Brust, eine lr.onservat1ve 
und elna umst-lirzlerieche, 1-renn tdr es grob bezeioh­
nen t·1011en; b.eseer ir!re eine see1sorgerl1ohe und 
e1ne pr ivete.J. 

It is not mere con,1e9tn1•e to say tt.t1t ho l)ad the 

eleosnts of chc.r o.cter which Stadelr.lann calls •oee1sorger­

l1oll •, bece.use he ira.s a Christi-an man. 1He lived towards 

God on e,rery a1cle or a ~ioh P.nd powertul persona.11'!iY': e.s 

scholar and philosopher. ns churchman and retonner, be 1s 
2 one or t.~e greatest figures of the titteenth century. 

---------------, 
J.. Rudolph Sta.del.mnnn, 'Tom Geist dea o.uageiienden 

M1ttelalters•, 1n Deutgoha V1ortel1BJn:g1oJ:rr!ft ~ 
L1teraturtr1saensche.tt und Ge1ates~esoh1ohte,·Buobre1he 15. P• 4?. 

2. 01ted from Evelyn Underhlll, .sm, • .All,. P• IX. 
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... 

Quaa•e Thouf"bt 

1. 

Ganera1 Charaoter1et101 

To present t h e t h oue}1.t o'f M1colas o'f Cuse. 1s no. easy 

tasl:. The r e spons1b111 ty for t his tact lies, perhaps, w1 th 

the cardinal h1maolf. Andreas spanks ot •e1ne rAtaelhatte 
l 

Undurchdr:ln~l ichlte1 t n -:1hioh oharo.cterizes Cu·sa' a profound 

thoucht struc t ure, e nd Stadelmenn lends support to tlrl.s 

testimony rhen he ,-,r1 tes: 

:!a 1st 1n Cuss. etmie von dsm rltselhaf'ton B11ok, 
den die 1to.11en!!!1chen .?ortr!tisten des Quo.trocento · 
1hren P~ra r.>non p;eben, von elem e1nsomen AugurenlAoheln, 
clae zu sprechen aoheint: Mein -Gehe1mn1s t-rerdet 1hr 
nie enth'ftllen; 1hr seid zu roh es zu veratehen, und 
1ch bin zu stolz es v.u verra.ten.2 

Others like De Wulf e.re unable to appreciate y,oetio 

passages such as the above. 'lbs. latter simply attir1&s that 

Cusa is often not too logical: 

We may say ot him as ot Eckhart, that he :preser-
ved his orthodoxy only at the e7q\ense ot his log1o.3 

Whatever the reason, 1 t m1:1at be adm1 tted that Cusa is d1ttioul t 

to ~asp. This tact, however, he.a not and shoUld not dater 

many trom. studying his phi1osophy. The oard1na1 1 s tho~t 

1a or unquestioned depth and baa a marked or1ginal1 ty, even 

though its unity may 119 only 1n the unity ot peraonali'ty 

1. .Qn. ,gll. p. 37. 
2. ~- ~- P• 70. 

Oi,.ted by G.G. Coulton, 9ll• llS,. :P• 528. 



beh1ncl the t h in ~er I a tiordo. 

The wr1 t er ot this pnper regards h1s cr.-m etto:rt herein 

Bet clm•m not e s ~-n a.t~.;empt to 1-1r!te e.n all. 1nolns1va trord on 

the philosophy of C11s9: but only as an introductory step to­

vard undarstandinB a movement wh1oh had 1mportB:11t histor1oa1 

oonoaquenoes . Ouso. is n pa:rt of the Christian sp1r1tual1a~ 

tradition. His t h ought to~ether with that or Telea1o and 

Copernicus provided the bas1o nmter1ala trom which Giordano 

Bruno moulded hi s . h1losophy. The latter's boJ.d and. outm,oken 
1 

pantheism ·was e.vo •1ec1ly bnsed ·on tbs 1d1vino Cusano•. Cuaa 

himself, h o-::rev r, mi ght not have appreciated this recognition. 

It will be well at the outset to point out oe:rta.1n 

r,onera.l cho.r o.ot eriet!os or the system ot this man t-rho was 1n 
2 

many important concepts ahead ot his time:. 

In ndd1t1on to 1ts depth and or1ginc.1.1ty opt1~18r.l o!uµ-ao­

tsrizes t he thought sys te111 ot Cuse.. H1oolns i"i?'J?lY believed 

that r.ien coul d k ncn-1 ·truth, t1h9n asked b7 h1o seor9ta!'J" whet}ler . . 
the esaenc~ ot reality could ever. ~ ~..nmm, h~ re~li~d, •cer­
tainly 1 t ca.n; tor the impulse (motus) _ whioh all s~llol~s 

3 
have i s not in valn.• In the ·same d1souas1on he added, •x 
think that many people have seen it and ~ve ,rr1 tten about 

their vision ••• if it was utterly unknown, how should it ever 
. 4 . 

· besought~• Scept i cism was not a part ot his obaraoter. 

Insie;ht into the eaaenoe ot things was to N1oolaa the 

reward or 1nte11eo~ual striving. ~eaa says: 

Denl:en war t'l'lr !Cusanus Arbe1t, ea tlhrt zu Gott; 

1. .Qn.. .Q.U,. p. 528. 
2. Ousa 1s the9ry ot the earth's J!10t1on 1nolud~ rmllaal.1y 

new oonoenta tor which Oopern1oila had to contend a generation 
atter Cusa•a death. Op. Steiner, JD!.• All• P• 133• 

~. Op. J a cob, .2!!• Jill,. P• 415. 
4. Jacob, . .Qll. ,Q11. p . 416. 



insorern die ser Inb9l!l'itt h!ohater Se1ig :a1~ 1a~, 
trar D enken nuoh 1hm -e!n treud.1p,os Beg1nnen.1 

In thg opinion of t he •;.-,ri ter this 9mpbas1s on the intellectual 

lrr a most. s i p;n1f'1ce.nt obar a.ots r1et1o ot Ousa•s thoUBht. It 1a 

a na.tur.al emphasis in the light ot the oard1nal 1s bel1et that 

all life e::cisto for the sa...'!ce ot intellectual nature. He was 

a Philosopher whos e stimulus came larg~ly trom phil~soph!ea, .. 
not ~rimarlly from the da t a or his tory. '!l~a dssp1te the tao~ 

tlui.t he ':las dependent on a doctrine ot revelation and tllat 

his i w.med,.a.1:; hiator1co.1 envi ronment ! '!"obt\i>l.y greatly oo,1ored 

his t ho\tgh t. C:uso. ,;-ro.a o. met .... phys1o1an, not a phil.bsoz,her of 

n1story nor ~- moro.l l h lloaopher. This quite :,oss1bly ao_oounta 

tor the f .s.r.t t h e~t hi s t hough t 1e oharao.tar1zed lvJ an optim1a-

1;1o outlool: ri.nd by o. l a ck ot emphasis on certain subJeota 

1-lhJoh one uoul~ normally ~X! set .a . ~r1ot1an thinker to stress. 

Such are, t he will. ot mnn, tho cross ot Obrist, end the 

tr3gio in hi s tory. 

Ma.y it not likewise have been the emphasis on the 1n­

telleot\Ul.l 'i:1h.1ch kep t raoola.s loyal to his mystic her1 tage 

throughout hie life, W1l.helm Liltgert bas caref'ul.17 deve1opad 

the the~ois tlw.t rational philosophy ul.t1me..tely ends 1n 
3 

myst1o1sm. 'l'"ais paper shall seek to show 1n some measure 

1. Qn. "2ll,. p. 1~2 •· · 
2. Andree.a, .sm,. ,g.U_. p .. 40 • . 1Zntspre.ng v1el;Le1·oht daa 

Ul!hen tun oo1no1dent1a opp'Qgitorum~ das unent\-re~e Stroben naah 
Aua~le1oQ dor Gegensltze, des na.oh Frieden ~n ataat und X1rohe 
w1e von Xonkordanz 1m Wel tansohaul1ohen 4am Geflhl., dasz dar 
Boden r1n.~s um 1hn z1 ttertat·• 

3. Oo. his D!a Re11p1.on AU. dputgQhan IdaaJ.,imnua ima.. 
lht. 1n4a..2 



hOl-r the thou~ht 01" Cuse. 1 a l!1'e !s inoorpora.ted 1n tha 

m7«t1c1srn of hia a ter yse.rs. 

The oe.rd1nB1 1
~ cl .racterist1c ~nphas1s on unity and 

un1versa11 ty has a lready bagn mentioned.. :H1a ~ras a synthetic 

mind see 1n~ to 1'1nd a p1~oa for sveryth1n6 in ono grand 

p!ctttre·. This emr,hna,.s oe.n no doubt be BX!"lla1ned in 1a.rge 

measure ns being a result or his zeal ror th9
1

un1ty of the 

church. Ste.delrttann writes: 

~1; Idee der umfaosenden p4dagog!schen Or~an1sat1on, die 
r..r.nnltnn , es gorpns myst1cum. al.s irdisoher Urpe~ 
schaft urn ,1eden Preis, d1e conoordant1e. allctr aus­
e.:\no.nder strebenden Te-ndenzen 1m Dlenot d1ttr:1or Eln-

~ ~e1t - dn s sind die Riohtunga-punk~e aeinar pre.k­
,isc ,en und litere.r:\.Rchen tf1rksrunke1t.1 

F~.nally 1 t m1eht be s te.ted: as ohllrc.otsr1st1c o't Ct1sa tho.t 

he nlu: ya t hou?;ht 1n tr1€'.ds and tliLLt this ro:rm or tr1ad1o 

th!nJ-:ine ll1!'.ys centered nbout the orb! t God, Christ, the 

,orld: God a t he 091no1c1,Bnt1a 9nn2s1to;rua. th~ u9rld aa the Jmr­

pl1gat1o gom~11cet1, nnd Cl'q'1st, through ~~!om oonoordant!a 
~ 

Ya,r1etat1e becornea posB1b1.e. 

As a conclusion to- this eenern.11ntro~119t1on ti;ie t1.t1es 

ot Cusa•a uorks a.re listed below 1-r1t1, the exception -of the . . . 
· three o.lready mentioned. Stadelmann points out . that Cµsa-

2 
work~ a.t h1s p~blems 1n _the t9llowl!1g sequence: 

a) The objective relation ot God and vor1d Can man 
b.) ~e subj ect1 ve apz,roaob to Clod . Jcnav Clo4f 
a) 'lhe nature ot God 
d) Myst1o1sm · 

the e:tpos1 't1on of Cusa I o thought 1n thill paper ahal.1 t'o11ov 

, much the ~e 9r<1er, treo. t1ng ·f'irat of' a11 the prob1em ot' 

k.novlede;e, i.e., 'Hm, do men ;tnow•, and how much oan they 1:ncnr. 



. . . 

On this foll01·1s ti. tU.ao1iss1ono:t Ouse.•a v1$VS on God and the 

oomnoa a n(l their relo.t1on to one o.nother. I.fan .and ~1st•~ 

relnt1on to men are t he subJeot or pe..rt t\ireo. A 41souss1on 

ot Oueo.•s mys t i cism conoludes the chapter. 

l 
Cusp. ' s Uor}-;a 

.• .. ". 

This i s t t!e fi!'s"'; and most ·ir:lporte.nt or Ouso.1-a ph1lo­
soph1ce.1 ":rorka . Bett oontends, 1 It contains the ,Jho1e 
of h1a syst e m, e.nd t hat system uas never re.all.7 cod.J.-­
tied.12 Jacob sta tes that all Ousa•a works are an &X­
pl 1o~t1on or t h0 t ouP"hts ot this one: N ••• th9 notion 
ot the one, changeless and transcendent de1 t7, the . 
structure or a. finite universe subJ9ot to ve.r!at1on 
and muta.billty. 11:3 

2> l2ct oon1eotur1s - 1440-1444. 

or nll Cusa. 's t-1orks this is second in 1ntereat. 

3 > 12a. guaer:~mc10 ~ - 144;. 

4) ~ ~ Patria 1um1num - 1445-1446. 

S > J2I. t111.1 , tione ~ - 144.S. 

6 > 121. anes1 - 11+1~7. 

7 > Apo10~1a, Doc ta Ie;norant1a ~ 1449. 

A r~r lY" to Cnse. 1 a cr1 t ic, t-fenol;t, 
1n hi:J ~ 1sota 11tern,tura. u1colas 1 

-:rorI:a or Scotus ~ 1~ene. and Eo~-1;. 

8) J21 San1:,nt.1p, _(tuo boolts) - 111-50. 

9) !!!. 19nte - 1!:-50 • 

i-mo had ri t.tac?-:ed Cuaa 
Apo10&1,0, oon--at".da the .. 

10) J2a. gtat1c11 ex· ,r1~entig (Also called ¥'3Ak• baoawsa the 
principal inter ooutor 1s an idiot. 

l. The t1tl.es are listed by Bett, m2.• All• When not other­
wise indicated, expl anatory notes are based on Batt. 

2. Qn. ,gJJ;_. p. 88 . 
3. 2D,. .all,. p • 409. 
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· 11> 121. noy!s31rn1g 41,bua - 14.52 - 145:3. 

Cusp_ bel!eved t ha.t the ~-,orld· i-rott!ld aome to an end tf1th1n 
the ... 1"1rst th.1rty foul" yea:rs of the e1?;bteenth century. His 
~~0 11r1ne of th eml or · t ha world w~s based on Augi1st1ne. Op. 
e&- 01v1tn,te De i. XXIII, l> • :,o. He o: .. loulated tho.t 1?00 
years hnd p~s sed bc t ,een Aclam anA the nood, 1700 years 
be~,aen the flood a nd l· os en, e.nd 1700 Y9(l.rS h-om Moses 
to Chr.!ct. The end of' the "t-ri>rld i•rould oocie 1700 years o.1"ter 
thg birth or d9ath of Josus , he r easoned. 

12) Comn19m'-cmtum t he01O,.,.1c,un - 1453. 

13) h ™ san ooncorQ.r,ntie. r1c1a1 - 14,S:,. 

Cuso. t a l':e s t he f s.11 or Cons t ont!nonle wl°l1ch had c.11.ooked · 
Europe ae r,_ "Ge:xt for to er a.nee . Chr1st1nn1ty, Ji1colna. -~-ue;ht, 
is the suJ reme r el1~1on, bt1t sinoe there 1B some tl'ltth 1n 
all religions , all men shoulrl live in _,aaoe.1 

14) h v1s1one llll. - 1L~.5:3. 

~ ,.s bool~ 1111 1,a dis cussed 1n deto.11. 

lS) ~ beryllo - 111-5 8 . 

16) h Possest 1460. 

N1col~s conceived ot God as Him 1nwhom both poss1b111ty 
P.nd a.ot1 £11 ty co1!lc1cto. Fru.cl:.onberg: 1Xann-Ist •. 2 . 
17) 1m. nsm a.11uc.1 - 11462. 

18) ~ ven,?.tione se:n1er.t1a§ - 11.~63. 

19 ) ~ a · ioe "~h 9or1g.e - 1l;.63. 

20) ~ l..Yw2, e;lob1 - 1463. 

21) Compendium - 1463. 

l. G.G.Coulton, gn. ,ill. n . 528. . , . . 
2. Richard Fnlcl::enbere , ae,::::;1"r mmergn Pb110aPPhl,I 

un. Nikolaus X2ll Klwl. ll1a. .au1:. :l • P• 20 • 
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22) la cr1bat1one Alchoren - 1460-1461. 

n,.col"' a ,-rrote thi s ,-;orl: at ths pope I s reque,st Vh119 the 
west:!rn t·rorld wo.s under t he threat or the Turk o.f'ter the f'a11 
ot Cons t a.11t lnopl e . It 1s e rafuta.t1on of the doctrines ot 
the Koran. M1oole.s o1fts out true ptt.rta trom tho Koran and 
uses these to nrova the sole truth of'' Christianity. He 
so.ya, "Ego 1nr-;en1um e.ymli_ou!, ut et,.o.rn e,:: Alohoran Evan-
3el1tlI!l verum os t onder em . 01 Howe--,er, he ident11'1en Mahomet 
t-rith a monster of t h e Apocal ypse •. Ho :believed that Mahomet 
had !lSr vertec:l Ohz-1 -t1nn1 ty tor the reason th:::.t he l-:ne,;-1 1t 
only throup;h Me ot or .,e.n1srn . tUoo1aa tre.nltly reaoenizes the. 
11 teral"Y I er1 t o:r t h e Koran. -

It i s of' i nt eres t to note that Cuso. 1 s ,,orl;.s t-mre 1'1ret 

ed1 tad by ?a.her St a.J ulens1s , t·1hom Schc.1"f' dsscr1 be~ as 

• a French f orerunner . of Lutbar 1n the doctrine or juat1r1-
2 

oa. t1on by i"a.1 •i;h . 11 

1. Bett, sm,. • .n11,. D. 98, note 2. 
2. 2!?.- .ill- p. 226". 
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2. 

En1stemo1oa 

Many schola stic t hinkers were content to operate vi.thin 

the syllogism. Thgy de t ermined thingo as unquestionably 

true or faloe by the principle of contracl1ot1on. They re~ 

oogn1zed the 11rn1tat1ons ot reason, d1st1ngu~ab1ng sbarp1y 

b9 tt.Jeen truth s of rea son and truths ot tai th, but believed 

t hat w1 t11,.n t hese limits reason could build a 1o.dder ot 

truth ~-,h!ch -:.•ras unassailable. Nicolo.a, having 1n..'1er1ted 

Ooo~~• s ace t 1c1sm, adontea none ot th~se pr1no1p1es 1n -~ . . 
exactly t he same form. He "l-ras, to be sure, tre.1ned in scholaa-

t1c1mn, and this 1 a refla ~ted in his thouR,,~t, but, as Andreas 

sn;rs, h i s philosophical tnculty was operat1vet on_qu1te a 
1 

dltf erent level f'ro111 that or the soholastioa. Be den1e.d . 
any nbsolute sanctity to th9 syllo~iam, denied that there 

could be a ny final know-le,l.ge e.t the level ot the ratio, and 

made no clear d1et1nct1on between f'a1th_and reason, contending 

thllt the former must precede the latter, it any t1NL1" tru,th 

ia to be known, b~t that the iatter 1s the exp11oat1on or 
the tormer. The o'bjeqt ot faith to Mm 'tras Christ; 1ta end 

vas the same e.s that ot knovledga - the vision ot Oo4. 

Ouaa•a unwillingness to distinguish sharply between the . 

several oaDao1t1as ot the human an1r1t 1a 1n41aated 1n tbe - . 
following word,s ot Andreas: 



Es gab tftr Nikolaus von Kues ke1ne Erkenntn1a ohne 
Glauben, ke1nan Glnuben ohne Liebe, ke1ne Liebe ohne 
Hot:tnun8, ke1ne Hof'fnung ohne Ziel. Das Endzie1 war 
Christ s i n dam dor 1:1elts1nn tc!lnend geworden ist.1 

Nicoltis viewed the :not·rled7,0 process as active on tour 
2 

levels. They a re as follm-rs: l) 'J?i19 level or sence impres-

sion and 1m .gination. On this level thers can -b9 no thoueh ot 

objective truth. The sa 1see r._ prehend th1np,s, and 1n:a«1no.:!i1on 

seelts_ to brine- t o .;ether t he 1mpress1~ns.,·ott sense. Hm-,ever, 

only a co11fuaec1 picture results. 2) Sense and imagination 

supply the reason Crntio. Vergt~nd) with the basic materials 

with uhioh it must work. Reason begins to unite complex 1magea, 

· to c;1ve ob.1ects ne.mes, to ole.ssify them o.coord1ng to apace 
. . 

and time . Fe&son analyzes 1mpreae1ons according to ths pr1no1ple 

or contrad1ot1on. Thus it establishes polarities. 3) 'l'he mind, 

hcme,rQr, cennot rest w1 th l olar oonoeJ ts. It S&9ks to har­

monize, to unite tho se,.,"'era.1 on e. level e.bovs that ot oontrad1a­

t1on, to combine and to assimilate. This is the tunot1on ot 

the t hird stage in the operat~on or the mind. ff1oolas oa1la 

1t 1ntellectus (Vernuntt). _.4) At this level the understandable 

tunot1on of mind mus~ stop, tor m~nd cannot oparat, without 

alterita~. Reoogn1t1on ot tb1s tact was to Nico:l.as dqg:;t;a lK::. 

norantia. learned 1gnorano~. !1'he t1na1 stage ln the m1nd.'a 

a}jproaoh to absolute tr.uth, to the absolute unity,. can on17 . 

be a mystical intuition, y1s1o .E.DI. cgmprghengiona~ 1ntu1t1o, 
·ti:lio.tio. 

3 
At ·the end ot understanding lies the v1s1on ot 

l • .2J2.. .Q11;,. p • 43. a•t•.a 2. On Ousa•s theory ot the knowledge prooaas, op. g A~1ns. 
Jm.a. .all,. p. BS and Falokenberg; G• All.• PP• 18 t • 

3. Cited trom Falckenbarg, .sm,. Jli1..l. P• 18.-


