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18.

wrote hiz Do Vislons Del, a work which ghall receive
more pttentlon a4 s later voint in this yapsr.

“he most indefensibls act of the cariinal's 1ife 1
occurrsd In hle lest years. He used the threat of excormuni-
atlon end notuslly Ald excommnicste four eanons who did
no% aorert one of hls *ulings vhich gave an undegerved
prebend Yo his nephew. In 15:58 Aneas Sylviue, vho wos now
vops (Fius II) invited Nicoles to Rome where the latter
served for gome %time as ~overnor of Rome ond popsl
iemritiories. He neens to have Gone this tagk well. g

Hsamhile the battle with Sigismund went on. It continued,

in faet, until aftor Cuga's death. The controversy was

8 S wdacs

Put before the pone, Sictamund declering thet ligcoles had
nlsused his office and Higolna affirming that the archduks
hed plotied apeinat hie life. Georpe of ligimburg, again
Cusa's opronent merved as Sizismund's lewysr. The battle
fraduslly becane more snd more an offnir between pops and
erchduize wish Nicolas rarticipeting legs and less. A
e cordinal died August 11, 146h after providing
that hls posssasions chould be used for the eatablishment
and meintenance of institutions of cherity and educetion.
Hett steties thet there was pgreater weering 2t the tlme of
Cusa's d2ath than at that of Plus II.2 A part of the
inseription on the cardinal's tombstona resedsd

Dilexit Desum, timult et venerstus sst, acé 1111

8011 sgervivit. Promiasio ratributionis non
fafellit cum...d

1. Op. Bett, on. olk. p. 60.
2. Op.cit. D. 79. :
3. ibid.,
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3.

Before proceeding to a dilscussion of Cusa's thought
1% will be well to review briefly some of the tralts of
his pergonality. In considering the character of the man it
18 necessary %o emphasize the fact agein that he lived in a

period of transition and that his spirit was uniguely sensi-
_tive to every confliet of his chanzing age. Andreas says

of him:
Zg 1et als ob dle Unrast ssines Jahrhunderts ihn
von einem Gadanksnlrelas zum anderen treibe, ihn
drdnge seine Xrdfte gorade an den schwierigsten

Problemen und in den virschiedensten Wirlunge=
bersichen zu erproben. .

Hers then are two traits of his personality, on insatiable
degire to rot at the difficult problens of 1life and a
willingness %o try every arprosch v these problems. He
had lost foith in Thomism oo well es in any purely
rational aprrosch to truth. Mo doubt the acqueintance with
mysticlem greatly affected him in this respsct. And now,
because he could no longer meke pretensions to heving the
truth black on white, he was spurred on to ever widening
fields of re=gearch. We may cite Andreas azain, who says of
Hicolas that he had

ein sehr persdnlicher, nimmer ganz zu stillender,

Erkenntnie=hunger...Hier reng ein Mensch wis 2

Jackob immer wieder Brust an Bruat mlt dem Engel.

In facing the new problems presented by changing condl-
tions Hicolas was forced to realize that a break would have

1. Op. cit. ». 38.
2. On. '?g,—s,. De ZQ.
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To be made with the past in more then one respect. He had
the stature to foce this fact and yet the firm resolve

to hold fast 4o that rert of his tradition which his

best ingights told him was good. G.G: Ooulton says of

hin that he combined wide reading and bold speculation
with the most zealously loyal 1ntentions.l Andreas pays
him tribute vhen he says,

Wie Jede prosse Persdnlichkeit barg soin Wesen

e e M R

: e
Heinrich Schmids points out that Nicolas sought to :n:-e-_-3
coneile the two movements renalssence and reformation.
No doubt the universalist blas vhich was a part of his
evary declsion drove him to strive to harmon!.ze' theae
Polar forces.

A significant ingight into Cusa's personality is
gelned when ons realizes that despite his ceaseleasly
ungatisfled mind Nicolas meintained his positlon aa a
loyal servant of the church, Had he not done so, he might
have bacome a stubborn heretic, a modern mathematiclan,

a politicnl reformer, or almost anything else that he de-
sired, He had the potential abilities to fill almost any
office from scholary antiquary to political organizer.

But the unity of the church was a conception which gripped
hin profoundly. It wae to maintain this unity that he some—
tinmes subordinated his better insights, as in the case of

... G.&.Coulton, Medieval Panoranma, p. 528.

2. Op. git. p. 38.
3. Op. clt. p. 72.




his defection from Bagel. In the oprinion of thes writer 1t
would not be fair to Judge the man for acts such as these |
even though one maey consider them to have been 111 advised.
Cusa playsd the game honsstly as he saw it. Stadelmenn
gtctes,

llkolaus het in der Tai, enn man bel einenm ala

Choraliter so peschlossenen Hann das Wort gebrauchen

kenn, zwel S8selen in der Brust, eine lonservative

und eine umstiirzlerische, wenn wir es grob bezeich-

nen wollen; ‘nfsser wire eine soelsorgerliche und

eine private.

It 1a not mere conjscture %o szy that he had the
elemants of character which Stadelmann calls "geelsorger—
lich", because he wae a Ohristian man. "He 1lived towards
God on every side of a rich and powerful personality: as
Scholar and philosopher, as churchman and reformer, he is

one of the greastest figures of the fifteenth oent‘.uz-zr.2

- -

L. Rudolph Stadelmann, "Vom Geist des auagehenden . | |

Mittelaltera", in Desutache ¥ L ,
Literatu;wiasénsclmft und Geistesreschichte, Buchreihe 15. p. 57.

2. Oited from Evelyn Underhill, on. cit. p. IX.
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1.
General Characteristics

To present the thought of Nicolas of Cusa 1s no_easy
task. Tha responslbllity for thils faet lies, perhaps, with
the cardinal himaelf. Andreas speaks of "eine rdtselhafte

1
Undurchdrinslichlzeit" which characterizes Cusa's profound
thought structurs, and Stadelmenn lends support to this
testimony when he writes:

Zs 1s%t in Cuss etwes von dsm rdtselhaften Blick,

den dle itelienischen Poriridtisten des Quatrocento

ihran Perasonen geben, von dem einsamen Augurenlécheln,

des zu aprechen scheini: Mein Geheimnis werdet ihr
nies enthilllen; ihr aseid zu roh eg zu verstehen, und
ich bin zu stolz e2e zu verraten.
Othera 1ike De Wulf ars unable %o appreciate poetic
passages guch as the above. The latter simply affirms that
Cuse. 18 often not too logical:

Ve may say of him a8 of Eckxhart, that he preser- 3
ved his orthodoxy only at the expense of his loglc.

Whatever the reason, it must be admitted that Cusa is difficult
to grasp. This fect, however, has not and should not deter

many from studying his phllosophy. The cardinsl's thought

1s of unquestioned depth and has a marked originality, even
though its unity may 1lis only in the unity of personallity

% i %’i‘

- Oited by G.G. Coulton, op. cit. r. 528.




behind the thinker's words.

The writer of this paper ragards hls own effort hersin
88t down not esg3 an attempt to writé an all inclusive word on
the philosophy of Cusa but oniy as an introductory step to-
ward undsrstanding o movement which hed important historical
consequences. Cusa 1s a part of the Christian spiritualist
tradition. His thought together with that of Telesio and
Copernicus provided the basic materials from which Giordano
Bruno moulded hig vhilosophy. The latter's bold and outspoken
panthelam was avowedly based on the "divino Gusano'.ldusa
himgelf, howevar, might not have aprreclated this recoe;nition.

It will be well at the outsst to point out certain
general charccteristics of the aystem of this man who was in
many lmportant coneepts ahead of hia time: :

In nddition to ite dapth and originclity optimisn blmrno-
terizes the thought system of Cusa. Nicolas Tirmly believed
that men could know truth., ¥hon asked by his seerstary whether
the essence of reality could ever be known, he replied, "Cer-
tainly 1+ can ; for the inpulse (motus) which all scholars
have is not in valn."3 In the ‘same discussion he added, "I
think thet many people have seen it and have written about
their vision...if 1t was utterly unknown, how should it ever
. be sought,"u Scepticism was not a p-art of his character.

Insight into the essence of things was to Nicolas the
revard of intellectual striving. Andrsas says:

Denken wor fr Xusanus Arbelt, es fihrt zu Goti;

1. () gln. - 28-
2. %Eaa.'s thgorg of the earth's motion included radically

new concepts for which Copernicuis had to contend a gensration
after Cusa's death. Cp. Steiner, op. cit. p. 133.

. Op. Jacob, on. eit. p. 415.

v« Jacob, on. clt. p. L16.




insofern diesser Inbspriff hichster Selickelt ist,
Wwer D enken auch ihm ein freudiges Beginnen.l

In ths opinion of the writer this emphasis on the intellectual
18 & most significent charscteristic of Cusa's thought. It is
8 matural emphasis in the light of the cardinal's bsllef that
all 1ife exizts for the soke of intellsctual nature. He was
a philosopher whose gtimulus came larpely from philosophies,
no% primarily from the data of history. This dsspite the fact
thet he was dependant on a doeirine of revolation and that
his immedlate historiecal enviromment probably greatly colored
his t?aofotztt.r; Cuse was o metaphysicien, not & philosopher of
nistory nor = moral ph.".loaopher.: This quite mossibly accounta
for ths faet that hig thought 1s charactarized by an optimls-
tie outloo: anid by a lack of emphasls on certain subjects
¥hich one would normally expect s Christian thinker to stress.
Such are, the will of man, the eross of Christ, and the
fragic in history.

ey 1t not likewige have been the emphaais on the in-
telleotunl which kept Nilcolas loyal to his mystic heritags
throughout hisz 1ife, Wilhalnm Liteert has carsfully developed
the thesis that rational rhilosophy ultimately ends in

5
myatieism. This paper shall seek to show in some measurs

l. On. git. ». k2, .
2. %ﬂreaa. 339. clt. p. 0. "Entepreng vielleicht das

Hfthen um goincidentis oppositorun, das unentwepte Strebsn nach
Ausgleich dor Gsgensdtze, des nach Frieden in Staat und Kérche
‘B'iﬂ von Xonkordanz im 'ﬂeltangchauliohen dem Gsfihl, dasz der
oden rings um ihn zitterts? ;
3. Op. his Die Relision des dentschen Ideallgmug und
Ihr Ende.2
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how the thousrht of Cuaa'a 1ife ia incorporated 1n the
mystlelam of his later yoors. ?

The ecordinal's characteristic enphseis on unity and
univeras.lity hag already bean mentloned. His was & synthatic
Bind sesking to find a placs for averything in one grand
Pleturs. This emphnasis cen no doubt be explained in large
hSasure as baing a result of his zsal for ths unity of the
church. Stadsimenn writes:

Dle Ides der umfassenden pldegomischen Organisation, dle

Erhaltuns des gorpug mysticum als irdischsr Kérper-

schaf™t um jeden Prels, dle concordantie aller sus-

einander strebenden Tendenzen im Dienst dleser Ein-

« helt — dns sind dle Richtungs-runkte geiner prek-

“imchen und litararisgchen Wirksamkelt.l

Finelly 4%t might be stated as characteristic of Cusa thot
he always thousht in trisds and that this form of triadle
thinkine slwnys centered about the orbit God, Christ, the »
world: God as the colncidentia ovnogitorum, tha world as the X~
blicatlo comnlienti, nnd Christ, through whom soncordantia
Yarletotls becomes possible,

As o conclusilon to- this gensral introduction the titles
of Cusa's works are 1isted below with the exoeptidp of the

thres nlready mentloned. Stadelmann points out_;_tha.t Cusa-

. 2
worked ot his problems in the followlng asequence: yrrded
a) The objective relation of God and world Oan men
b) The subjective approach to God . know Godfp

e¢) The nature of God
d) Mysticiem e

The exposition of Cusa's thought in this paper chall follow %
. much the game order, treating first of all the problem of
knowlasdge, i1.e., How do men know, and how much oan__they Inow,

1‘ ® ‘. L ] 45.
e e B
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On thie follows o discussionof Cuase's views on God and the
Cosmos and their relation to one another. Man and Christ's
relation to men are the subject of nrart tlree. A discussion

of Cusa's mysticism concludes the chapter.

1
Cusn's Vorkg
1) h !!Qg‘-lq zn\_ﬂgznn“'!ll.\ — 11',’.'(0. .'.‘:.. 5
Thig is the flrss and moat ‘important of Cusa's philo-
sophieceal works. Bett contends, "It contains the whole
of his_system, and that system wras never really nodi-
fied."2 Jacob states that all Cusa's works are an ex-
prlicetion of ths thoushta of this one: “...ths notion
of the one, changeless and transcendent deity, the

strueture of a rinite universe subject to veriation
and mutability."3

2) Ds gonisoturls - 1440-1iLl.
Of 211 Cusa's works this 1s second in interest.
3) Be qugerondo Deum - 1445,
%) De datio Potris luminum - LA45-1446.
5) De £1114-tions Dei - 1L45,
6) Do genesl - 1L:7.
7) Apolozie Docta Iemorantia - 1449.

A rerly to Cusa's oritic, Wenck, who had attacked Cusa

%
in his Do ignots literatura. Nicolas' Anolosip comrends the

works of Seotus Zrigens and Zckhart.
8) De Sanientila (two books) - 1450,
9) De lents - 1:50.

10) De gtaticls ervaerimentis (Also called %;um. beoause the
prineipal intsrlocutor is an idiot.

1. The titles ore ligted by Bett, op. clfi. ¥han not other-
wlse indicated, 2xplanatory notes are based on Batt.

2. On. glt. ». 88.

3. Op. git. ». 409.

%
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'11) De novisaimig dlebug - 1452 - 1:53.

Cuse helieved %4hnt the world would come to an end within
the firat thirty four v2ara of ths eightosnth century. His
dootrine of ths end of the world was bnsed on Augnstine. Cp.

Clvitote Dei, XXIII, p. 30. He onleulated that 1700
Joera had pegoced batween Adam an? the flood, 1700 years
between the flood and Moses, and 1700 ysgrs from Moses
to Chriat. The end of the world would come 1700 yaars after
the birth or death of Jesus, ha reassonsd.

12) Commlemantum theolorioun - 1453.
13) Do race gen goncordantis fidel - 1453.

Cuea tales the fa2ll of Constantinople whilch had chocked’
Eurore ag n text for tolsrance. Chriatianity, Hicolaz taught,

is the supreme relision, but sinee there is gome truth in
all religions, all men should live in peace.l

14) De wislone Dai - 1453.
This book will be discussed in detail.
15) Da bervllo - 1%:58.

16) De Fogssst - 1460.

NWicolns conceived of God as Him in whom both possibility
end actuallty eoincids. Falckonberg: "Kann-Ist".2

17) De non sliud - 1462,

18) Do wenations msnisntise - 1463.
19) De anice iheorise — 1453,

20) De ludo gig_b_L - 1463,

21) Gomvsndiup - 1463.

l. G.G.Coulton, on. cit. p. 528.
2. Richard Falckenbergs, Gasc 8 de
Yon Hikolpus von Xues blg zur Goe




22) Ds gribations Alohoran - 1460-1161.

Nleoles wrote this work at the pops's reguest whils the
westarn world was under the threat of the Turk after the fall
of Gonstantinople. It 1z = refutation of the dootrinss of
the Xoran. Hicoles sifts out true parts from the Xoran and
uses thass 4o prove ths sole truth of Christlanity. He
8ays, "Ego ingenium applioul, ut etiam ex Alchoran Evan-
gellum verum osteonderom.'l Howaver, he identifies Mahomet
¥ith a monster of the Apocalypse. He believed that Maohomet
hed nerverted Ghristianity for the reason thot he Imew it
only throush Negtorisnism. Hicolas frenizly recognizes ths
literary merit of the Zoran.

T 1ls of intorest to note that Cusa's works wore first
8dl%aed by Paber Stopulensis, whom Schaff dogeribes as
" a Franeh forermnner of Luther in the doctrine of Juatifi-

b
eation by faith."

1. Bett, on. oit. ». 98, note 2.
2. Op. cif. p. 226.
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2.

Heny scholestie thinkers were content to opsrate within
the syllogism. They determinsd things as unquestionably
true or false by the rrineiple of contradiction. They re-
cognized the limitatlons of reason, dlstinguishing sharply
bstwesn truths of reagon snd truths of faith, but belleved
that within thege 1imits reason could build a ladder of
truth vhich was unassailable. Nicolas, having inherited
Occam's scepticism, adopted none of these prineiples in
exactly the sans form. He was, fo be sure, trained in scholasg-
tlelsm, ond this 13 reflaeted in his thought, but, a8 Andrses
says, his philosophical faculty was opez-ativglon_ aquite a
differsnt level from that of the scholestics. He denied
any absoluts asenetity to the syllogism, denled that there
conld be any finsl knowledge at the level of the m-_ and
mede no elear dilstinction between faith end reason, contending
that the former must precede the latter, if any final truth
13 to bs known, but that the latter 1s the explication of
the former. The object of falth to him was Christ; its end
vas the same as that of knovledge — the vision of God.
Ousa's unwillingness to distinguish sharply between the .

several capacitiss of the human spirit is indicated in the

following words of Andrsas:

1. Op. glt. p. 42,
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Es gab fiir Nikoleus von Kues ksine Erkenntnis ohne
Glauben, lzeinen Glauben ohne Lieba, keine Lisbe ohne
Hoffnunz, keilne Hoffnung ohne Ziel. Das Endziel war
Ohriatus in dem der Weltsinn ténend geworden ist.l
Nlcolne viswed the knowledsze process as active on four
1evels. They are aa follm-!c:z 1) The level of sence imprea-
slon ond imegination. On this level there can bs no though of
objective truth. The sensss apprehsnd things, and imagination
593’:’:5_ to bring torsthar the 1mpreasigné;.di-' senge. However,
only a confused picture results. 2) Sense and imagination
€upply the reason (ratio, Verstend) with the basic materials
¥ith vhich 1% must work. Reason begins to unite complex images,
to give objects names, to clessify them according to space
and time. Resgon analyzes 1m;,-:ressiéne according to the prineiple
of contradiction. Thus it establishes polarities. 3) The mind,
howevor, cannot rest with volar concepts. It gesks to har-
monize, to unite the severel on & lesvel sbove that of contradic-
tion, to combine and to assimllate. This 1s the function of
the third stape in the operation of the mind. Kicolas calls
1% intellectua (Vernunfg). &) At this level the understandable
function of mind must stop, for mind cannot oparats without
Recognition of this fact was to Nicolas doota ip-
norantis, learned ignorence. The final stage in the mind's
approach to absolute truth, to the absolute unity, can only
be a mystical intuition, visio sine comvrehensione, intuitio,

'..____ﬂl’-a‘bio_.-3 At ‘the end of underatanding lies the vision of

1. { ] g:h' L] b [ ]

2. %ipf Gu’ea.'spthegry of the knowledge process, cp. H4ffding,
op. ¢lt. p. 85 and Falckenberg, op. cit. rp. 18 f.

3. Cited from Falckenberg, on. clt. p- 18. -




