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Seripture. Actually the greatest cshow of brotherly love

i8 not tn overlook error, but to expoge it.

2. "'he one Who ir of heterodcx faith can be juct as
faithfnl & Christizn as the pastor who abides by all the
doetrinee of the Bible. He ie merely eonfused in one or
two minor points"., Ans: Christ thru the Apostle Paul tells
ue that a 1ittle lwaven leaveneth the whole loa:l!'.16
Small errors will tend to vitinte the entire body of
doctrine. One wiho will not correet an error which is
clearly against the Vord eannot be as faithful a Chrirt-

ian a= the person who holde to all Biblical doetrines.

3. "There are many non-fundamental doetrines found in the
Bible. ™o make church union depend ‘on agreement in

there doetrines also, ir foolish™. Ana: Although non-
fundamental doctrines Ao not ereate saving faith in

Christ, they may not be dirpensed with in an effort for
union. §Ht. Pavl tells ue: "ill Foripture ies given by
inspiration of Ged, and ie profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in. r:lghteousness"“
Whoever dispgenses with any doetrine of the Bible, fun-
damental or non-fundemental, denies both the divine
authority and the perfeotion of Holy Soripturesl8 &1~

though we strive for union, we cannot condone error.

- '16. 1 Corinthians 5,6.
17. 2 Timothy 3,16.

16, Bajer's Compendium, Vol I, p. 65, quoted in
Pieper, christliail?e Dogmatik, Vol.l, p. 103.
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4. "'he churches, inecluding the Iutheran chnrch, womld
certainly recoive mmch benefit and stremgth thrm mnity",
Anp: God warpe us not to be led away by falee 'l;aac:h:hn.c;el.]'9
In ocvtward union dces not neceesarily mean strength ae
history co often hae shown, but oan, as in the case of

the churches of Germany before 't.:hie last war, mean |
weaknees.

6. "If we admit that there are Christians in cther churches,
why do we refuse to participsmte with them®" ins: Ve
cannot tell whe the Christians are, end if we should know,
we cannct condone the error which they tolerate. It is
the errcr and not the Chrirtians againet which we are
contending. These Chrirtiane ars Christians in spite of
the error, end it is up to them to realize the error and
elther correct it or join a church which has no error.
Vrong is mever made right by the fact that good penple
thru heedlessness or ignorance are identified with it.

6. "We ure causing splite in the unity of the church and
hindering the Kingdom of God"™. Ans: We are- following the
Word of God. £od is building His church on earth. As
believers in God's Word we are God's children in faith.

It ie those who reject the pure Word of our Lord who are
causing divieions in the visible church of our Lord.

7. "I still keep my Lutheran faith, even though I might

participate outwardly in a service in another church.

19. Xatthew 24, 4.5.11.
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Then too, I cean find no error in the teaching. Many of
their congs are the same as ours.” Ans: To participate
outwardly in a scrvice of ancther congregation is deceit.
Moet ceremonies are expremsions of faith. Even though

8 eong may be the same as ours, singing is part of the
Worship and God has forbidden us to worship with those
who are not in faith with us.20

8. "I only those Christiazns can hold fellowship who are
agreed in alil articles of doetrine, there will never be
unity”. Ans: History iteelf disproves this. We have
gecun, evea in America, that every union in agresmuent
with doctrine has strengthened the churches. Our symod
ie a goed example of this, rising from the smell colony
of Saxcn immigrents to its place in the Synodical Con-
ference todey. '

9. "foeu are being exclusive, narrow minded, arrcgant and
proud tc gsy that you hrve the truth and others are in
error", Ans: We place our hope in thes Bible as the only
bagisz for our faith, following the words of St., Paul:
"For I am not ashamed of the goepel of Christ: for it is
the power of God unto salvation to every ons that be-
lievetn"®*
Bible is moi following the will of God expressed further:

Whoever will not accept the words of the

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you rieckly in &ll wisdom.™

20. 2 Thessaloniens 3,6.
2l, Romuns 1.16-
22, Colossians 3,16.




4. The Falre Iremises of Unionism _

In sxamining these arguments, three false premises
of unicnists came to our minds., They are:

G. &ll Talse doctrine is due to misunderstanding.
But thic ir nct the case. In every issue there must be
& clear undsrstanding of doctrines. The fundamental
Lurposs of unionicts however, is not to obtain clarity
arnd unity in doctrise, but social benefits. Doetrine
“taus becomes a side-iassue.,

Y. The premise set fortsh by Barthianism, advocated
by zellar?s showiﬁg tihat unionism is desirable in that
each body would dirferently preseat the truth. According
to his view, the Latherans would show forth the gracious
God, the Fresoyterians would strsss the sovereignty of
God, the Catholios would lay emphasis on the just God and
his giurcn, and so on. By brianging all these views to-
gether you would get a clearer view of tne "whole truth",.
However, such a union would be impossible since these
different views show entirely econtrary opinions which
could not possibly work together.

6. Perhaps the most illogioal premise of unionists
is that a united chriéfendnm can more successfully over-
come atheism. That would be trme if the union woumld be
truly Christian. However, meny unions are effected today

with little or nc regard to dootrine, and produce a

23. Adolf Keller, Karl Barth and Chrietian Unity, p. 8.
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a l'ooer and more modernietic theology. Even without
the proposed national unions the American chmrches wers
headiny toward liberaliem. The answer to this is not
nore and looser unions, but unione which bring Christ
back to the pulpits, which replace human reason with .
the Tord of cod,

The fundamental reason behind all these arguments
is that it places rocial reasoninge bafore the Word of
God. Yet we remember the words of St. Paul to the
Corinthians: "For the wisdom of this world is foolishners
with Cod."24 ¢ in spite of the efforts of men to the

contrary, the Tord of God will remain supreme.

5. The Definite Principle

But with Seripture as our guide there can be no
8lipping %o and fro; no arguing which man's opinions
will work out best. God's opinion ani wisdom rule.
Paul's letter to the Ephesians beautifully portrays the
development of true unity. In chapter 1 Paul points out
the power of the church's unity with Christ as the Head
of His living oclmrch, In chapter 2 he brings out ths
Bource of this unity, pointing out that it i= the result
of the suffering and death of Chriet for us. In chapter
3 he shows us the development of this unity thru revelation-
thru‘ the Word of God; Phe first step towards union must

24. 1 Corinthiaans 3,18.




always be oneness in faith in the Word of our Lord.
Unity in faith ocomes first, Christian fellowship fol-
lows. This has been the basic Prineciple of all true
unione that have taken place throughout the years and
muet continue to be the basis also for us. %We have the
examples of the "Wittenberger Concordia" and the synod-
leal Confarence which followed this prineciple and re-
ceived the bleseings of God. And with this principle
a8 a basis for all unions, all recondary rules and
principles easily follow.285 We name the following:

1. to base all unity in our chirch on the
doctrine of Seripture

Ze to depart from all unionistic organiza-
tions which would endanger our faith

3. to strive for union with heterodox churches
only on the basis of the doctrine of
Scripture.
6. A Yord in Carrying out this Principle
The road in following this main principle of unity
in doctrine before fellowship has been slow and hard.
The Akron-(Galesburg :rule,26 formulated in 1875, express-
ed the principle which the Lutheran church still upholds
today in the following words: "Lutheran pulpits for
Lutheran ministers only; Lutheran Altars for Lutheran

27

cormmnicants only", This principle is in full accord

with God's Word. It involvee the rejection gof all

25. Eckhardt. 0P, Git., 701. M. P. 19 4

26. Heve-Allbeck, HIsfory of Iutheran Church in
America, p. 160 z

27. The same eonvietion war also expressed in the
Minneapolis Theris of 1925.
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false unionism and syneretirm. Although the U.]‘..c.zv
in 1920 sanctioned this Galesburg rmle in the Washington
Dsclaration, today many of their congregationa ignore it.
Therefore it is necersary for us not only to examine the
offieial statements of a olmrch, but also to look at what
is sctually taught in their churoher hefore we can think
of church fellowship. We find more examples of this.
According %o the "Confersional Reesolution" of 1929 we
met admit that the Jutheran World Convention ies soundly
Iutheran. To quote from their confession:

The Lutheran World Convention acknowledges the Holy
Seriptures of the (0ld aml idew Terfaments as the
only scurce and infallible norm of all church doc-
trine and pructice, und sees in the confession of
the Lutheran church, especially in the Unaltered

Augsburg Confession and Luther's Small Catechism
a pure exporition of the Word of God.

But it mur s be kept in mind th=t the Scandinavian
Lutherans are ecumenically minded, having religious
negotiations with the anpglicans. Furthermore, more
coaservative Lutherans consider as a diiffienlty the
work of the United iutheran Council of imerica in

the Federal Council.

27. United Lutheran Church. ;
28. HNeve-Allbeck, op. cit., Pp. 364-365.




7. A Look %o the Future

Ar we consider the pro's and con's of unionism,
thoughte of the future come into our minds. What will
be the situation 10, 20, 50 years from now? Although
Wwe cannot look into the future, we know the trends of
our dsy. e know that union is proposed on every side.
It wonld be a great blessing to the church if the many
fections of the church could be brought together in a
true union. The cause of the Bible womld be greatly
helped if a strong union could be effected. However,
hirtory as well ar the Bible rhows us that this cannot
be brought about by syncretiem. The syncretistic unions
of the past only weakened instead of strengthened the
church. In this day of divirions and schiesme, however,
our ninds become cluttered up with thoughts of disagree-
ments and bickering ro that the clear concept of the
church's unity in Christ ar an actuality seems vague
and clouded. If we would bear in mind that there 1is
@ union of all Christians in one Holy Christian Church,
We would not grieve over the apparent universal division
of Christendom which we see, In our dealinge with others
we ought never let our well-meant efforts degenerate in-
to a etriving for an outward unity or a sign of inward
unity when we'have no tangible evidence to disprove a

union with the "Una Sanota".gg The church must not

29. F. H. ¥nubel, "That They all may be One",
Pamphlets on Unionism. ; :
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permit itself %o be tempted into an effort to make a
shallow Aisplsy of strength before the world by a sup-
rosed "united front" when actually thnat unity does not

exist. But if we do unite on a doetrinal basis, we

can be rure that God will bless us with outward union
also,




