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Scripture. Actually the greatest show of brotherly Love 

ig not to overlook error, but to expose 4t. 

2. "The one who is of heterodcx faith can be just as 

faithful a Christian as the pastor Sho abides by all the 

doctrines of the Bible. He ie merely confused in one or 

two minor points". Ans: Christ thru the Apostle Paul tells 

ue that a little lsaven leaveneth the whole loar.*§ 

Small errors will tend to vitiate the entire body of 

doctrine. One who will not correct an error which is 

clearly against the Vora eannot be as faithful a Chrirt- 

jan as the person who holds to all Biblical doctrines. 

5. "There are many non-fundamental doctrines found in the 

Bible, ™o make church union depend “on agreement in 

there doctrines also, is foolish". Ans: Although non- 

fundamental doctrines do not create saving faith in 

Christ, they my not be dispensed with in an effcrt for 

union. St. Paul tells ue: "All Soripture ie given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

17 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in: righteousness" 

Whoever dispenses with any doctrine of the Bible, fun- 

damental or non-fundemental, denies both the divine 

authority and the perfeotion of Holy Soriptures?® #- 

though we strive for union, we cannot condone error. 

  

-116. 1 Corinthians 5,6. 
17. 2 Timothy 3,16. 
Lf. Baier's Compendium, Vol I, p. 65, quoted in 

Pieper, Christl tobe Dogmatik, Vol.l, p. 1035. 
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4. "The churches, including the Iutheran church, would 

certainly recoivo much benefit ani strength thru unity". 

4éne: God varne us not to be led away by false teachings.+? 

fn outward union dees not necefsarily mean strength ae 

history co often has show, but san, as in the case of 

the churches of Germany before thie last war, rmean : 

weakness. 

5. "If we admit that there are Christians in other churches, 

why do we refuse to participate vith them?" Ans: Ye 

cannot tell who the Christians are, end if we should Enow, 

we cannct condone the error which they tolerate. It is 

the errer and not the Christians againet which we are 

contending. These Christians are Christians in spite of 

the error, and it is up to them to realize the error and 

either correct it or join a church which has no error. 

Wrong is never made right by the fact that good people 

thru heedlessness or ignorance are identified with it. 

6. "We sre causing splits in the unity of the church and 

hindering the Kingdom of God™. Ans: We are: following the 

Word of God. God is building His chureh on earth. As 

believers in God'"e Yord we are God's children in faith. 

It is those who reject the pure Word of our Lord who are 

causing divisions in the visible church of our Lord. 

7. "I still keep my Lutheran faith, even though I might 

participate outwardly in a service in another church. 

  

19. iatthew 24, 4.5.11. 
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Then too, I can find no error in the teaching. Many of 

their songs are the same as ours.” Ans: To participate 

outwardly in a service of ancther congregation is deceit. 

Most ceremonies are expressions of faith. Even though 

& tong may be the same aS ours, Singing is part of the 

worship and God har forbidden us to worship with those 

Who are not in faith with us.2? 

8. "If only those Christians can hold fellowship who are 

agreed in ail articles of doctrine, there will never be 

unity". Ans; History itself disproves this. Ye have 

Seen, even in America, that every union in agreement 

with doctrine has strengthened the churches. Our synod 

ie a good example of this, rising from the smell colony 

of Saxcn immigrants to its place in the Synodical Con- 

ference today. . 

9. "You are being exclusive, narrow minded, arrogant and 

proud te say that you have the truth and others are in 

error", fms; Ye place our hope in the Bible as the only. 

basis for our faith, following the words of St. Paul: 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 

the power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 

21 lieveth" Whoever will not accept the words of the 

Bible is not following the will of God expressed further; 

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom." 

  

20. 2 Thessalonians 3,6. 
2L. Romans 1,16. 
22. Colossians 3,16. 
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4. The Faisce Premises of Unionisn : 

In oxaiiining these argunents, three false premises 

of unisnists came to our minds. They are: 

&. 411 false doctrine is due to misunderstanding. 

But this it act the case. In every issue there must be 

& clear wndsrstanding of doctrines. fhe funiamental 

Purpose of unionists however, is not to obtain clarity 

and unity in doctrine, but social benefits. Doctrine 

‘taus becomes a side-issue. 

bd. The premise set forth by Barthianism, advocated 

by Keller®5 showing that unioniem is desirable in that 

@ach body would dirferently present the truth. According 

to his view, the Lutherans would show. forth the gracious 

God, the Eresoyterians would stress the sovereignty of 

God, the Catholicos would lay emphasis on the just God and 

his church, and so on. By bringing all these views to- 

gether you would get a clearer view of the “whole truth". 

However, such a union would be imposeible since these 

different views show entirely contrary opinions which 

could not possibly work together. 

Gc. Perhaps the moat illogical premise of unionists 

is that a united Christendom Gan more successfully over- 

come atheism. That would be true if the union would be 

truly Christian. However, many unions are effected today 

With little or no regard to doctrine, and produce a 

  

23. Adolf Keller, Karl Barth and Christian Unity, p. 8&8.   
a
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a looser and more modernietic theology. Even without 

the proposed national unions the American clarches were 

heading toward liberelirm. The answer to this is not 

more and looser unions, but unione which bring Christ 

back to the pulpits, which replace human reason with . 

the Ford of cod. 

The fundamental reafon behind all these arguments 

is that it places social reasonings before the “ord of 

God. Yet we remember the words of St. Paul to the 

Corinthians: “For the wisdom of this world is foolishners 

with God."24 sc in spite of the efforts of men to the 

contrary, the Yord of God will remain supreme. 

5. The Definite Principle 

But with Scripture as our guide there can be no 

Slipping to and fro; no arguing which man's opinions 

will work out best. God's opinion ani wisdom rule. 

Paul's letter to the Ephesians beautifully portrays the 

development of true unity. In chapter 1 Paul points out 

the power of the church's unity with Christ as the Head 

of His living clmrech. In chapter 2 he brings out the 

Source of this unity, pointing out that it is the result 

of the suffering and death of Christ for us. In chapter 

5 he shows us the development of this unity thru revelation- 

thru the Word of God. The first step towards union nust 

  

24. 1 Corinthians 3,18. 
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always be oneness in faith in the “ord of our Lord. 

Unity in faith comes first, Christian fellowship fol- 

lows. This has been the basic principle of all true 

unions thut have taken place throughout the years and 

must continue to be the basis also for us. ‘Ye have the 

examples of the "Yittenberger Concordia" and the synod- 

ical Conference which followed this principle and re- 

ceived the blessings of God. And with this principle 

a6 a basis for all unions, all secondary rules and 

principles easily follow.25 we name the following: 

1. to base all unity in our chirch on the 
doctrine of Scripture 

2e to depart from all unionistic organiza- 
tions which would endanger our faith 

3. to strive for union with heterodox churches: 
only on the basis of the doctrine of 
Seripture. 

6. A Word in Carrying out this Principle 

The road in following this main principle of unity 

in doctrine before fellowship has been slow and hard. 

The Akron-Galesburg rule, 76 formulated in 1875, express- 

ed the principle which the Lutheran church still upholds 

today in the following words: "Lutheran pulpits for 

Iiutheran ministers only; Imtheran Altars for Lutheran 

communicants only" ,27 This principle is in full accord 

with God's Yord. It involves the rejection of all 

  

25. Eckhardt, op. cit., Vol. 6A, p. 19 
26. Weve-Allbec . History of of Lutheran Church in 

America, p. 160 
ov. “the sane eonvict ion was also expressed in the 

Minneapolis Thesis of 1925.   
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false unionism and syncretien. Although the WeleOare 

in 1920 sanctioned this Galesburg mle in the Yashington 

Declaration, today many of their conrregations ignore it. 

Therefore it is necersary for us not only to examine the 

official statements of a abhurch, but also to look at what 

is actually taught in their churcher before ve can think 

of church fellowship. ‘Ye find more examples of this. 

According to the "Confersional Resolution" of 1929 we - 

mst admit that the Lutheran World Gonvention ise soundly 

Lutheran. To quote from their confession: 

The Lutheran World Gonvention acknowledges the Holy 
Seriptures of the 61d am Hew Teetaments as the 
only source and infallible norm of all chureh doc- 
trine ani practice, snd sees in the confession of 
the lutheran chureh, especially in the Unaltered 
Augsburg Confeersion and Luther's Small Catechism 
a pure exposition of the Yors of God. 

But it murt be kept in mind thet the Scandinavian 

Lutherans are ecumenically minded, having religious 

negotiations with the anrlicans. Furthermore, more 

conservative Lutherans consider as a difficulty the 

Work of the United Lutheran Council of america in 

the Federal Council. 

  

27. United Lutheran Church. 
28. Weve-Allbeck, op. cit., DD. 364-365. 
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7. A Look to the Future 

Af we consider the pro's and con's of unioniam, 

thoughts of the future come into our minds. What will 

be the situation 10, 20, 59 years from now? Although 

we cannot look into the future, we know the trends of 

our day. “e know that union is proposed on every fide. 

It wold be a great blessing to the church if the many 

Sections of the church could be brought together in a 

true union. The cause of the Bible would be greatly 

helped if a strong union could be effected. However, 

history ar well ar the Bible shows us that this cannot 

be brought about by syneretirm. ‘The syncretistic unions 

of the past only weakened instead of strengthened the 

church. In this day of divisions and schisms, however, 

cur minds become cluttered up with thoughts of disagree- 

ments and bickering so that the clear concept of the 

church's unity in Christ ar an actuality seems vague 

and clouded. If we would bear in mind that there is 

& union of all Christians in one Holy Christian Church, 

We would not grieve over the apparent universal division 

of Christendom which we see. In our dealings with others 

we ought never let our well-meant efforts degenerate in- 

to a striving for an outward unity or a sign of inward 

unity when we have no tangible evidence to disprove a 

union with the "Una Sancta".”* The church must not 

  

  

29. F. H. Enubel, "That They all may be One", 
Pamphlets on Unionism. , : 
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permit itself to be tempted into an effort to make a 

Shallow displey of strength before the world by a sup- 

posed "united fxont" when actually that unity does not 

exist. But if we do unite on a doctrinal basis, 76 

can be sure that God will bless us with outward union 

also,


