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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

One of the greatest needs of the modern Christian church is a
revival of evangelism which through prayer, preaching and perscnal
testimony, reaches those people who are lost and others who have
drifted from faith in Jesus Christ back into the world. The primary
duty of the Church is to continuously and simultaneously persuade
people throughout the world to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
t0 encourage them to seek to win others to Christ.

The Lord Jesus Christ gave this responsibility to the Church
and at the same time placed over the Church leaders whose obliga-
tion is to serve the Church by making each member conscious of its
primary task and to help them to engage in that God-given duty. A
Church that does not know its primary function or has a knowledge of
its responsibility but does not put what it knows into action becomes
cold anﬁ in that state can never witness convincingly to an indifferent
world. However the membership of the church at large will not be
awakened to engage in its primary function by itself. This awakening
mst come, or should come, through the called servant of God, the
minister, who stands as the leader o_f the congregation. When the
ninistry sees the responsibility of the church clearly; when the
minister has the flame of the Holy Spirit burning within his own heart

giving him the passion for souls; when the minister possesses the New
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Testament message 0 win souls and is informed as to the best method

of interpreting this primary function of the chureh to his congregation
end the best methods of organizing to train the congregetion to spread
the gospel throughout the community and throughout the world, and possesses
& knowledge es to the promotion of an extensive program of integration of
the rew menbers and for the vediscovery and integration of inactive
members of the perish, evengelism will become a powerful spiritual flame.
The churches will generate spiritual heet and power. Many souls will be
won to Jesus Christ and the church will be effectively executing its main
function. In order for the church to obey the grest commission of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the minister may well ask himself the question: What
is the chief function of the parish minister for effective evangelism in
the modern Christian Church? I shell proceed to .a.nswer this fundamental

question in the following chapters of the thesis,

ii
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PART I

THE MINISTER MUST INTERPRET THE PRIMARY FUNCTION OF THE
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CHAPTER I

THE MINISTER STUDIES THE STATUS OF THE MODERN CHURCH

WITH REGARD TO EVANGELISM
The Decline of Evangelism in the Twentieth Century

The middle period of the nineteenth century found the United
States in the midst of a severe economic panic. Many banks failed,
thousands of people lost their jobs, and there was much pessimistic
despeir throughout the nation. This critical situation, although
burdensome, proved to be a great blessing to the people, for in their
desperate extremities they became conscious of the need for help far
beyond their limited resources. Consequently many people began to
turn to God for help and this resulted in a wide-spread revival of
prayer and soul-winning. Many of the people who prayed were so
conditioned by the prayers they offered that they were constrained by
the power of this renewed relationship with Christ to seek to introduce
Him to others that they might share this newly found joy with them,
resulting in more than a million people uniting with the churches
during the year 1858.1

The latter part of the nineteenth century found the evangelistic
fervor mounting higher and higher. Central America was opened to
Christion missionaries and David Livingston went to Africa as & mission-

ary, giving millions in that land opportunities to hear the gospel

1L
Roland Q, Leavell, Evangelism Christ's Im%ra.tive Commission
(Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman Press, ¢.1951), p. o2.
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messege. Such outstanding evangelistic personalities as Charles
Grandison Finney, who plonecered in conducting the protracted meeting;
Duight L. Moody, who specialized in evengelism which combined mess
evangelism and personel soul-wimning; Sam Jones, an evangelist of
humor; end Billy Sundey vere mightily used by God o win meny souls
to Jesus Christ.

The twentieth century found the Christian church fer removed from
the mid-century evengelistic enthusiesm, which had become a vital
experience in the lives of any people which constrained them to seek
to introduce Christ to others. While it is true that God had
consecrated workers who were devoted to the cause of evangelism, during
the Tirst four decedes of the century there wes a steady decline of
evangelism. The situation wes regarded as alarming by many clergymen
end other consecrated Christians who sensed that something had happened
to the traditional New Testament Evangelism. The picture portrayed
by & compilation of stetistics pertaining to the church for the year
1943 should serve to remind the church of the low state to which the
church had fallen and to awaken branches which are in such a state
~ todey, ond also %o inspire end ercourage others to renew their efforts

to win sould to Jesus Christ.

In Ceneda, eight hundred United churches in 1943 did not
have a single accession by confession of feith. Fifty-two
per cent of the Baptist churches were in similar circumstances.
In Americe, when five thousand Southern Baptist churches,
four thousand Southern Methodist churches, three thousand North-
ern Methodists churches, two thousand Northern Baptist churches,

three thousand Presbyterian churches, repo§+. that in & whole year
they did not have a single convert . . . .

Zarthur C. Archibeld, New Testement Evangeliom (Philadelphia:
r&e J‘ﬁ.son Press’ c-l9ll>6), i’c °
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While 1t 1s admitted that there is e renewed interest in

traditional evangelism in many Protestant circles; however, there is

yet an underlying current which prompts Christlans to say that
“evengelism is outmoded" or "this is an atomic age," "things that have
been in the past cammot be today," or other expressions which reveal a
].éck of interest in evapnpelism. There are many things which are prevent-
ing the modern church from engaging in its primary task of evangelism,

In many Protestant churches evangelism is repidly disappearing.
Distractions Which Divert the Church From Tts Main Purpose

In the place of evangelistic fervor, the mcdern Christian church
has of'ten becmé absorbed with secondary issues. In some Christian
circles, the so-called social gospel emphasizing the ethical principles
of Jesus hés become sc predominent that the task of evangelism cannot
be seen clearly., Many other followers of Jesus have become submerged
in the sea of liberalism and modernism. Some of the followers of
liveralism have regarded the doctrines of redemptién and Justification
by faith as a theological teaching peculiar to the Apostle Paul, rather
than the Christian prerequisite for salvation. The doetrine of good
works is also stressed as the means of men's salvation., Many in
modernistic circles have denied the transcendence of God, the unique
Saviourhood of Jesus Christ and the inability of man to save himself;
instead of being the heralds of the "Good News" of Jesus Christ whieh
God has effered on their behalf, same of them complain that evangelism
contradicts men's freedom ard violates personal individuality.

The 1llusion thet Christian nurture is sufficient for salvation and.
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discipleship, and the emphasis on various aspects of religious education

as & form of evangelism, have to e certain degree diverted the attention
of the church from its main task. It has dealt & severe blow to theology
and the methods of traditional evangelism of the New Testament. There
is an emphasis on "integration of personality," "odolescence,” and upon
"surges of interest." The presence of sin in the world is often denied.
Some who acknowledge the presence of sin in the world describe it es
"that which is produced when certein instincts within man are not control-
led." Others proelain that “"the personslity does not need to be changed
and thet one only needs to have his inrer conflicts resolved into
coherence and unity." The reality and necessity of comversion is also
often denied. Some consider conversion to be the "sublimation of
instinets." Persons who are persusded thus naturally have littie or no
interest in aggressive evangelism which seeks to win the "lost.”

The modern Christian church has also been distracted by seversl
primary tenets which have captured the faith of many people who have
been persuvaded that these tenets are secceptable alternatives to the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. In embracing these tenets their faith
has been far removed from the Lord Jesus Christ and the cause of evengelism
has suffercd, Most of these tenets are in one way or other humenistic.
They center all that is worthy of loyslty on factors or aspeets of the
human world. They advocate that the goals of humen life must be found
in the nature of man. Their hopes are upon the further development of
technical skill. For meny other people in the modern church, the demo-
cratic faith is the main creed, and this creed has resulted in their

exclusion of faith in Jesus Christ. They have becoms absorbed with the
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ideology that man can master himself in the world and they hope to
establish a structure which will support the decisions of the common
life on a basis of equality with freedom of inquiry, criticism and
action. The secular democratic faith is regarded by most modern
Protestants "to be more easily reconcilable with the Christian way of
life than other political forms of government and social order."3

Socialism, another major tenet of the world, has found millions
of adherents, particularly in western society, and has made its inroad
‘i‘z-zto the thought life of the Christian church and has persuaded many to
substitute its way of life for the way of life as 1t is in Christ Jesus.
"The outloock of socialism i humanistic and democratic but radically
distinguished from that of the sclentifie humanists arnd democrats, in
that socialism advocates a social economic revolution."

Conmunism also made its bid and cbtained many followers who have
made communism their religion. This faith is Lased on the doctrines of
Karl Marx, who advocated that the basic feature of any civilization is
the system whereby the people in the civilization produce clothes,
houses, and all the waterial goods which they need, and there is to be
an abolition of 2ll social economic classes. The abolition of these
clesses makes it possible to organize the natural class struggle in
such & way that a proletariat can be prepared to seize power and estab-

1lish a dictatorship whose whole task is to inaugurate and to maintain

a classlegs soclety. It is further advocated thet this program cannot

3Pauck, Wilhelm, Man's Disorder God's Design (World Council of
Churches, New York: Harper & Brothers, c.l Vol. II, p. k2

4TIbid., p. 43
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fully succeed unless it is put into sction all over the world. Tnis
faith encourages people to believe that communism will change the
vorld for the better.

Then there is nationzlism which hes its meny believers. While
rationalism is not altogether a universal faith, it has been adhered to
by many to the exclusion of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. It does
not claim to unite men in & program of world transformation and human
betterment; it is a faith that arises from the recognition that humen
destiny happens to be so ordered that different groups of people are
held together by the bond of membership in specific nations. Nationalism
affirms that by virtue of the workings of God's providence, these
nations are endowed with o common spirit thet manifests itself identi-
cally in all stages of the national historical development. This binds
each member into o unit which transcends the past, present and future.
An example of this faith in action is the Cerman nation, which exploited
the idea that "Cermany is eternal therefore 21l other velues are second=-
ary and ave derived from this primavy e:ne.“5 By the twentieth century
patioralism hed grown so strong that nelther the Christian church nor
international organizations of labor or-bther interests could prevail
against 1t. Natiomalism still captures the faith of many people today;
such people are persuaded that unless nationalism cen provide solidarity,
the historicel states and communities of the world will be dissolved in
chaos, In addition to those modern distractions, which we have ecalled
primery tenets vhich sre influencing people from krue falth in Jesus

Christ and thus weakening the spiritual power of the church and clouding

Tbid,, p. 46,
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its vision of the primary task of evangelism, are the many non-Christian
religions. There has been a powerful re-swekening of non-Christian
faiths in the twentieth century which has been supported by the already
mentioned rising tide of nationalism,

The introduction and development of various programs which advocate
that theirs competently directs mankind to the good life is natural,
It is slso natural that they seek for support of the people of this
age. However, it is alarming to observe that meny people today are
accepting these tenets snd their progrems as valid substitutes for Christ-
ian teachings or that they represent a religion of their own. These
tenets, while we admit do have some truth or contein some good in them,
cannct b2 offered as valid substitutes to the Cospel of Jesus Christ,
and the Christian churches that do substitute them for the Gospel of
Jesus Christ will die spiritually and will find themselves ineffective
if not far removed from the main task of the Christian church--to seek

to win souls to Jesus Christ in the spirit and example of the Master,

Other Influences Which Hinder the Church from Engaging in
Its Primary Function

There is 2 spirit of negativism that is voiced in much modern art
and literature and & variety of nihilistic moods which disseminate their
doctrines that the social oxrder is so bad that for its own good,
destruction is desirable, independent from any comstructive program., This
ideology reflects the progressive succession of traditional beliefs end
mythologles. The effect of the social sciences and psychology has also
exerted a deadening influence upon the faith of many Christians.

The church often becomes preoccupied with secondary things. It has

RITZLAFE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA Si2UEARY
QT TOINR! NOY
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become too tolerent with many cutside influences, end many of its
members have become fearful of putting thelr Christian religion first.
They developed the idea that the best end notural thing to do to promote
vetter human relationships would be not to sssert their Christien faith
but to "give in" to other points of view. Consequently the church has
been persvaded to rely on other things then the presence and power of
the Lord Jesus Christ; it has been led to rely on the security of men,
or property, or the support of secular powers. The church has often
follen under this temptation to be absorbed and maintain itself and to
compromise the CGospel in order to entice those who will have none of
the Gospel but who hove the money. These factors have diverted the
church from the true Cospel message and not preaching Christ crucified
as the objective but preaching something else which mey be called
"spiritusl veconstruction,” or "spiritwal values,” or some other inade-
quate substitute. The tragedy lies in the fact that so much of the
thought and energy of the church goes into undertakings which become
unrelated to the humble pleces where the pecple live. The church citen
Tollows the trend of the world.

Within the fellowship there is often found smbition, rivalry or
~ conspiracy. This began very early to corrupt the Christian church.
In the fourth century, et the election of Pope Demesus, the church where
nis followers hed met in aymed conflict with those of his rivel Ursinus
vag strewn with the bodies of those who were slain. In modern times,
porty passion within the church does not perhaps go to such extremes;
however, it mey still happen thet elections to offices in the church
are accompenied by the same kind of lobbying, canvassing and intrigue
@s secular politics, The worth of a minister is often assessed in terms
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more appropriate to a skilful promoter than a follower of Jesus Christ,

Within the fellowship of the church thers is also an uncertainty
of the "Good News"-~there is an ignorsnce of what the Christian life
really means, Many Christiazns receive their religion second handed.
Many know God by hear-gey and not by 2 deep, rich personal experience.
Consequently (not heving a deep religious experience) many Christians
do not have anything to give away to others who need Christ. Having
& spiritual emptiness, they have no zeal to win souls Yo Jesus Christ.
This is an important factor because the Christien church cammot
evangelize until it is certain of its own Gospel and recaptures some-
thing of that bucoyancy of hope which the early Christians possessed.
Christ must be so present in word and life thet the total life of the
Christian church expresses Christ with power in the commmumity so that
people will be confronted with the good news of the Cospel and came to
the poipnt of decision and commitment to Jesus Clirist ag their Saviour
and Lord.

There are several impressive énd recent trends in evangelism
which have developed within the past several yeasrs, which have scat~
tered sparks of evangellsm throughout the nation; however, the chuxch
generally hes not become iguited by these sparks end still needs to be
awakened to its primary function.




CHAPTER 1I
The Minister Reviews the New Testament Instruction to the Church

The Christian pastor who would do God's will must know what God's
will is, especially as it spplies to his chief function which God
requives of him. The will of God for the minister is revealed in the
Boly Seriptures, therefore the minister who would know his chief
function end receive clear imstruction concerning his great task must
consider this holy Book. In particular the minister should review
the New Testament instruction to the church, for God outlines his will
for his servants that they might know.

Evangelism Is Central in Beripture

The Bible may rightly be called the Book of Redemption or the
Manual of Salvation, for it is a Divine-given volume especially
devoted to confronting man with redemptive truth, so that man might
be brought into right relationship with God and in turn seek to help
others come into the same knowledge of the truth. In the first chapter
of the Bible we read that (od created man in his own image and at that
time man was not in need of redemption for he was holy and in perfect
harmony with God. However, the image became blurred due to sin; man
disobeyed God and through discbedisnce fell from his holy state to a
state of sin. This necessitated cleansing from sin, or redemption, that
the previous harmonious relationship with God might be restored. In
order that this be realized, God lovingly devised the system of redemption
and gset it in motion. The Bible contains an account of this system in
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action éna for this reason it moy also be called a Book of Evangeligm;
1% contains the method God used to proclaim his "good news" to the sin-
ful. who needed to be réstofe«l or reconciled unto Himself end it con-
tains the method which God recommends to His followers who assume the
divine responsibility of evangelism,

In the OLd Testement Cod made it known that man was & sinner and
that man needed to be saved. "All we like sheep heve gone sstray; we
have turned every cne to his own way.“l "Look unto me and be ye saved

all the ends of the earth."®

God further mede it known that He alcone
was Saviour and that his followers were 4o be his representatives and
proclaim hie message to man. To His Zion, to the members of His
church under the 014 Dispensstion, the Lord calls outb:

"0 Zion, that brirgeth good tidings, get thee up into a high

mountain! O Jerusalem, that bringeth good tidings, 1lift up

thy voice with strength; 1ift it up, be not afraid; say unto

the cities of Judah, Behold your God:"3
God also forcefully warned those poeople who failed %o assume their
evangelistic responsibility.

"When I say unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die; and thou

givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from

his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall

die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.”

While evangelism was prominent in the Old Testament, and it was
God's will that man might be redeemed from ein, the evangelism in the
014 Testament did not rise to the same heights of clarity, urgency,

and universality as in the New Testament. Evangelism during the 0ld

1Iea1ah 53:6 : 2Iaaiah 45:22

31gaiah 40:9 tpgek. 3:18
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Dispensation was “those efforts of 0ld Testoment helievers to bring men
to worship and serve the one true God."s The Evengelism in the 0ld
Testament procleimed & Messish and Saviour who would yet come and empha=
sized his holiness, justice, severity and his wrath., Personal evengelisn
was practiced in the gates of the homes, and they were instructed by
God to train their children, but it did not reach the scope as it did in
the Tew Testament. Evangelism wes malnly in the hends of the leaders,
officiels, patriaerchs, judges, priests, prophets, and kings. God set
evangelism in motion by using the nation of Isrecl as a special instru-
ment to bring the world to know Himj therefore salvation became largely
set forth on nationalistic terms and the emphasis was p;aced on keeping
comnmandmente, performing ceremonies and doing good works. Evangelism
during this dispensation knew little of the fatherhood of CGod. Wor-
ship was centralized into one tebermacle or one temple located in the
sacred city of Jeruselem, which became the center of worship.

The New Testement introduces the best that God can do in the
world and presenits the complete yreallzation of CGod's eternal redemptive
purposes~-the complete unfolding of God's redemptive plan. There is an
evangelistic dynamic throughout the entire New Testament which revesls
the will of God for His church and for each member of the church, The
Gospels vere written when the extent of the conditions of the witness

of Jesus made it impracticable to rely longer on the verbal accounmts

concerning Jesus.

¥eris Daniel Whitsell, Basic New Testament ligm (Grend Rapids:
Zonderven Publishing House, c.1§95 s Do 206.
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To preserve the true messsge of the Gospel and to moke it accessible
4o others who would te inflamed by the vassion for souls, the evange-
lists conmitted the truth to writing. John wrote when the apostolic
interpretation of Jesus was in question. He wrote emong the CGentiles
for the needs of evangelistic work slresdy widespread., The writings
of Paul were wniquely evangslistic and were called for by the needs of
his missionary lebors to follow up the work he had begun through evan-
gelism and to expound the universel principles of the Gospel. The
General Epistles and Jomes and John were written for the instruction
of those converts which had been won to Christ during recent evenge=-
listic conquests, that they might know the true wey to righteous living.
First end Second Peter were written to encourage converts under
persecution. Second John serves as a warning to the new converts.
The Epistle to the Hebrews mey be said to be an apologetic for meeting
the hindering contentions of the Jewish religion and ililustrates a
very good method of dealing with zny veligion which Christianity meets
in its world wide evangelistic conquests. The entire New Testament
therefore, is a product of the evangelistic efforts of those Christ-
ians vho themselves becane personclly acquainted with Jesus Christ,
the Master of Evengelism.

The centrality of evangelism in the Seriptures msy be more clearly
seen in the Centrel Figure of the Bible, the Lord Jesus Christ who served
as an example for all Christians who would win souls. The Rew Testement
portrays Jesus s s soul-winner who made special personel contacts
with pecple under all manner of circumstances and while doing so used

every method of evangelism, The Lord not only served as an example
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soul-winner, but He commissioned His disciples, and every member of
the church thereafter, to do likewise. The central note of evangelism
is the graatb cbnmissinn of thz Master Soul-Winper: "Go ye into all
the world and preach the gospel tc every cresture . . . he that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall b2 eaved.“s

The Ureat Comnigsion is the Magna Charta of svangelism.
It is the merching order of the supreme Commander. It is
the proclamation of the King of kings to all his kingdom
citizens. It is Christ's imperative for all who name his
name.,

In this commission there is one dominant and controlling
iwmperative, vhile all the other verb forms are participles.
In the original Grezk the central verb is formed on the
noun for "diseiple" and should be itransiated "meke disciples”
as it is in the American Standard Version. It is a first
aorist imperative, second perscn plural. The word translated
"go" is a participle and could be translated "going" or "as

ye go”". Likewige the words translated "baptizing" and "teache-
ing" are participles. While these participles are immensely
important, the imperative "meke disciples” is of superlative
importance. That means that soul-winning is central, that
evangelism is the dlvine imperative, that world wids missionr-
ary endeavor is the very heart of Christ's command's to his
dlsciples ol

Evangelism I3 an Imperative Need in the World

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the world's greatest need; this
is true in every experience and in every relationship of life. The
great socigl, industrial, and political 'problem s the changing moral
stendards of the age, the general unrest, the challenging non-Christian
vorld, and the many glnning and doubting people bear witness that the

world's great need ic for the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the

Oyark 16:15.

TRoland Q. leavell, Evangelism Christ's Imperative Commission
(Nashville, Tenn.: Broadiman Press, c.’1'9“51_5,'_]p.5| !3:'. R R e
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medium of evangelism.

A glance at the condition of the world a little before and during
the life of Jesus Christ the Master Evangelist, magnifies this need for
evangelism. Tho Gentile world had probably reached its lowest state
of corruption and was conscious of its own moral degradation. There
was intense cruelty and the killing of infants was widespread. The
state of morals was very low; insolence, arrogance, greed, and the
superabundance of wickedness £illed Rome with whisperers, liars,
slanderers and professional informers and other horrible v:l.cea.8
This influence penetrated far and wide and man developed the conviction
that the life of man was a matter of indifference; suicide was no longer
regarded as a erime but was locked upon 28 & noble act. The pecple were
havdened in their wickedness. The Jews were influenced by Herod the
Great and his sons who were adherents to idolatry everywhere except
in the city of Jerusalem. The darkest vices were practiced in the
Herodian palaces and this caused the pecple to disrespact the governmental
leaders. Divorce had become disgracefully common; adultery was prominent.
The great Jewish historian Josephus declares that "the nation had
become so wicked and depraved that the holy city would have been swal-
lowed up by an earthquake or over thrown by Sodomitic lightning had
not the Romans executed judgment upon it,"? In the dispersion, people
hated one another and their religion was nothing more than a mechanism

%. w. Farrar, The Life of Lives (New York; Cassel and Company
Ltd., c.1908), p. 1l72. 3

SFarrar, op. eit., p. 178.
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used for survival., They had falled to accomplish their CGod-given
mission which intended them to be the moral religious teachers of the
encient world. dJosephus further added thet "no age had ever bred &
generation more fruitful in wickedness since the beginning of the
world "0 Mhe Galileens with whom the Lord spent the grester pert
of Hié life and to whom the main part of His teeaching was addressed
were more cosmopoliten in thelr tolerance and far less serupulcusly
bigoted than the Jews. While they sought for perscnal honour they
allowed Hellenic and other influences to enter into their thinking;
however, they remeined true to the tradltional beliefs of the Jews _._11
The general state of religion also: indicated an imperative need for
evangelism, There were many aspects of religlon and they penetrated
deeply into the thinking of the people. There werc the Essenes who
vere scrupulous in all metters of ceremonial cleanliness, avoided
trade, lived a life of celibacy and lsbours. They were exclusive
self~rightecus ascetics vho abendoned the world. The Sadducees exercised
a wider influence over the fortunes of the people and played a far
greater part in the politics and destiany of Palestine than the Essenes.
The Sadducees were the sristocratic party which boasted of the membere
ship of the priests; however, they degenerated into "typical opportun=-
ists" who strove to hold fast their own rights, privileges, and
immunities. There were the Pharisees whose main characteristic was
dévotion to the Oral Low with its masses of inferential tradition, and

& slavish reverence for the lawyers, scrives and Rebbis. Pharisaism

101p14.
nFarrar, op. cit., p. 188,
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sank more into a system and ignored all that was noble and most

spiritual in the whole teaching of the 014 Testament Scriptures.’”

They showed far less real sincerity than the blindest pagan devotees
even though they posed as religious teachers. The true spirit of
religion was poisoned at its roots by them and they made iu petty

and unreal; throughout there was an instinctive tendency to substitute
outward observance for heart religion and true holiness,

The condition of the world just before and during the life of Jesus
as briefly considered has been reflected in every following period of
history and during the middle of the twentieth century is reflected
again in a marked degree, which vividly reveals an increasing need for
evangelism. In most of our Christian countries contemporary society
has lost the principle vhich promotes an integrated society and has
either fallen into a spiritual vacuum or has accepted principles which
are disrupting instead of uniting. This is the general predicament
of our btimes and the cause of its predominantly self-destructive traits.
The Gospel of Jesus Christ has furnished the uniting principle, but
Christianity has become so infected by the general contemporary
disintegration that many people now regard it incapable of reintegrat-
ing secular society within Christian countries. The secular mind does
not look to the Christian message &s the answer. The fact that people
are insecure is evident, and the people are conscious that they are
insecure; there is a sitate of mental weariness due to the pressure of
the times, and "to many life seems flat, stale and unprofitable. The
diagnosis of tk_ne world by Pierre Maury is significant:

Lryia.
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Mer is pleinly efraid end in search of security; he
is proud of his unprecedented technical achievements end
absorbed in his meterial success . . . . To me personally
it seems that the sin of modern men, and his wretchedness, are
shoun in three speciesl fields; modern man believes in history,
he knows nothing of forgiveness, and ic fumbling after & work-
ing morality . . . « It is this modern man, the victim of his
own vain trust in history that the church addresses . . . .
It is not surprising that modern man, who pleces his faith in
history, repudiates the idea of forgiveness. For history does
not forgive. History desls with what has hopperned and is
therefore beyond repair and pardon., Hence those vho place their
confidence in history alone can no longer grasp the essentially
Christian reality of the remission of sins « . . . Modern
a-moralism does not satisfy those who profess it. Never had
moral professions been so freguent. Every internstional
discussion stolks behind the swelling phrases of the Pharisee.
Doubtless despeir (which is universally recognized as the
dominant note of cur generation) throws into relief this vast
masquerade. Men today longs for the “"good life"; he longs for
society to be "just", for the nations to cease doing "evil”
to one enother, He longs for i%l this but he no longer believes
that these ideals can be real,

Teking our view of the condition of the world rrom still anothar angle
which also bears the same spirit of evil that existed duving Few
Testament times, we see that the world is full of revenge, hatred,

and strife. Matericlism is the philosophy of multitudes and the
acquisition of money has became the goal of others. The religion of
meny todey 1s & new economic order, to others a tolitarian state, and
as we described in the first chapter there is a perpetuslly increasing
influence of communism, nationalism, humenism, and other forms of
atheism. The seriocus fact is that there are so meny lost people
throughout the world who need the Cospel of Jesus Christ. There is no
village large or small, no rural community anywhere in the world where
people are to be found, that does not have within its borders people

13pierre Maury, The Gospel in Its Relevance to the Present Time

The Amsterdam Assembly Series (Wew York: Herper and Brothers Publishers »
¢.1949) II, 99-107.
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who have not accepted Jesus Christ as their personzl Saviour.

From one-half to three-fifths of the people of the world
todey are yet without o preecher, teacher or doctor. Because
of the ineresse in world population there aye more unsaved
people in the world today then when Christ ¢trod the hills of
0ld Galilee. The pegan population of the world is increasing
annually end about 6,000,000 faster than Christians are winning
pagan pecple to Christ . . . &

Even Mmerice is not becoming Christlen at any rapid rate.
About half the people in the United States have no religious
affilietion whatever, neither evangelical Catholie, Jewish,
nor otherwise . « . .

Statisticlans sey there are 10,000 villeges in the United
States without a church, 30,000 villeges and towns without &

resident pastor and et least 13,500,000 iﬁildren vho are
receiving no religious education . . . .

The deploreble condition of the world spirituslly, presents a direct

chellenge to each Christian and especially to the Christien pastor or
minister.

The Objective of Evangelism

Evangelism is o word very much misunderstood by the Christian
church; this perhaps partizlly eccounts for the failure of the church
to grasp her Gode-given responsivility of evangelism and be effective
in his holy celling. The objective of evangelism is likewise too
1ittle understood by the churchj; consequently, & church may be exert-
ing much energy supposedly to the directing of evengelism, however in
reality be functioning in e course whose aims and objectives are far
removed from evangelism. DMany people mistekenly consider evangelism
to be a method instead of o messege and a process; some make it
synonymous with the term "revival." Several clear and satisfactory

1k
Leavell, op. eit., pp. 15 £
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definitions of evangelism are presented in e book on evangelism
written by Charles W. Brewbsker.

Christian evangelism is the remedy for the recovery of
both man and soclety from sin and its terrible conseguences.
"Evangelism is the winning of individusl men and women
for Jesus Christ, with all thet means in reshaping of out-
look and character.”
"Bvangelism stands for a thoroughgoing adjustment of the
entire personal life to the purposes and ideals of the
Father God as they work themselves out in human relationships.
"

. - L] -

Dean Luther Weigle glves a most satisfactory statement

when he seys that “evangelism is not ¢o be defined in terms of

method, but in terms of attitude, spirit and falth. It is a

great mistake to limit our thought of evangelism to itinerant

rvevivalists or even to preachers and preaching. Any method,

eny movement, any institution that brings the Gospel of Jesus

Christ to beer in vital effective saving power upon the lives

of human beings, men, women, and ghildren, old or young, is

in the true sense evangelistic."l

The meaning and the objective of evangelism are closely related.
Tae objective of evangelism is to make both the individual end society
Christian sccording to the ideals of the teachings of the Lord Jesus
Christ; it is a dynamic chellenge to better living, to estimate
properly the worth of man and to help all life Christian. In other
words the supreme objective of evangelism 1s sslvation, the complete
salvetion of the individunl and society on earth. The word "salvation"
includes a whole series of other great doctrines and revelations in
which the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are seen working towerd the
transformation of the individual body, soul and spirit into & celestial
bteing and a parteker with Christ of the heavenly glory. The objective

of evangelism goes & step further; its objective is also to get men

Vtharles W. Brewvaker, kuangelism and the Present World Order
(Wew York: Fleming H. Revell, Co., C.1932), PP« 27 f.
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and women vho themselves have embraced Jesus Christ as their Saviour
and are growing in grece and knowledge, to seek to win other pecple
to Christ, that they too might be in right reletionship with God.
As it hes been said this means far more than to give the new converts
a comfortable feeling now and a sense of security for the future, for
the immediete inference of right relationship to God is right relation-
ship to man. The task of evangelism is for the salvation of all of
mankind--all nationalities, all races of people. That is more than
the saving of one soul or & few soulsj it meens there must be a
continuous, aggressive effort on the part of each Christian to seek

to win every umsaved person, within reach, to Jesus Christ.



CHAPTER IIX
THE MINISTER REVIEWS HIS RESPONSIBILITY
The Minister Is the Key to Effective Evangelism in the Locel Church

Emil Brunner wrote sometime ago that " in recent centuries the
church has lost increasingly the consciousness of what the church is
end what the church is for."l In commenting on the statement of
Brunrer, Blackwood said: "Wherever such & state of affairs exists
locally, one or more pastors of yesterday or today must bear part
of the blame.,"® I agree with Blackwood and others who say that the
ministry has failed on many occasions to maintain its responsibility,
and therefore is in a large degree to be blamed for her lack of
spiritual effectiveness, particularly so in the matter of evangelism.

"Evangelism in the home church means the endeavor to

present the claims of Christ and His kingdom to every man

or woman, boy or girl in the commmity, who is not now

living for Him and His cause. Ideally the pastor and his

assoclates ought to bring up everybody as a Christian from

childhood . « « « An evangelistic congregation means one in
which the pastor and all the lay workers have this cause

rear to their hearts."

In this brief definition of evangelism by Blackwood which also defines
New Testament evangelism in modern terms, we can observe the true
responsibility of the pastor of the local church--to be a soul-winner

and stimulator of others to the task of soul-winning. Therefore if

lAndrew W. Blackwood, Pastoral Ieadership (New York: Abingdon-
Cokesbury Press, ¢.1949), p. 15.

°Tbid., p..16,

31vid., p. 153.
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the local church 1s failing to make a pessionate effort to present the
claims of Christ end His kingdom to every men end waman, boy end girl
in the surrounding community who is not now living for Jesus Christ,
the minister is to be blamed, This is due to the fact that the church
moves as her ministers move, for the preacher is the pivotal man in _
the church. If the world is to be taken for Christ, the ministry must &
have a passion _and rower to stlr the people for aggressive service for
Jesus Christ. If the minister has no passion for souls, his congrega-
tion will not have e passion, for the congregation will reflect him.
There must be a revival of soul-winning interest in the pulplt if there
would be a vevival of soul-winning interest in the pew.

Professional evangelism is very importent and does have its place
under certain conditions, but God calls not only certein people to
serve as professional evangelists who are to be specialists in soul- L\
wirning; He also calls the local pastor to be a specialist in winning |
people to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is truve that there will always J
be a place for the vocational evengelist, but in the last analysis
he must deperd upon the evangelistic spirit in the hearts of the pastors
%o whom the training of the converits won during such meetings is
comitted. Therefore we could say emphatically that the call of the
hour, even as it was during the deys wvhen the Apostle Paul wrote his
pastoral epistles, is for pastors who possess a flaming heart and will
be 2ll things to 2ll men, and do the work of an evangelist so that they
might win meny souls for their Lord and never be quite content until their
personal friends in the parish are also personally devoted to the Christ
whom they love and seek to serve. The minister who will prayerfully
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and faithfully use his evangelistic gifts every month during the year
can expect a fruitful ministry to the honour and glory of Jesus Christ.
Charles Heddon Spurgeon ia often spoken of ag o man of power and he
wvas & man of spiritusl power, however, few realize that his marvelous
success was, after all, the success of personal effort. For forty
years in the great ecity of London, Spurgeon averaged one convert a day
won outside his pulpit, in eddition to hundreds of souls won from his

pulpit. He exerted much effort to win people where he found them.
The Subject of the Minister's Message

Tae message for the modern minister, or for the minister of any
age, is the message of salvation by grace. In every age God sent
His messengars to His people to make known te them His saving grace.
The Israelitish nation had been created in a great act of God's
redemptive power. As the need of Isreel grew more profound, and with
every new realization of human need God declared His purpose and power
to redeem and to save His people. This declaration is the very
essence of evangelism and it meay be said that evangelism dates from
the deliverance of the Children of Israel from the Egyptian bondage
for the message from that time forth through the years was that
Jdehovah saves them that trust in Him, and that God would not forsake
His people. .

The message ¢f the modern minister may be nore clearly seen in
the message of the Master Himself as recorded in the New Testament s for
the Messege of Jesus is the subject of the minister's message who would
preach the truth of God. dJesus began his work by going through Galilee

preaching “"the kingdom is at hand." The kingdom of God was the main
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thems of the preaching and teaching of Jesus. He taught that He was
the Kingdonm and that He helped people to repent and get a new heart.
He taught that to goin the kingiom was the most imporiant thing in
life; it wvas worth the sacrifice of hand or eye o all of one's pose-
sesslons or anything else that gtands in the wvay. Jesus further em-

phasized that to enber imto the kingdom one must do the will of God,
and uwpon entrance love must be the central element in one's life. It
ic nob identicel with a set of deeds or habits which one may call good
workesw-it i5 an dnner attitude finding natural expression in congraeie
activities; the teaching of love expresses itself in forgivensss. The
zeception of such kmowledge meant repentance of sins and assurance of

forgiveness; the acceptance of the "good news" of the message of Jesus
resulted in eternal life; the vejection of His message zesulied ia
eterml pwnichment,. Tho main thenes of Jesus could be placed under

three great heads--God, Mon apd Life. (1) God. To produce a restful
confidence in the nearness and goodness of God, Jesus made the task of
His preaching to prociaim the news of God. Men were blind and deaf to
the great realities; they were eating and drinking spd selling and maryy-
ing and giving in marriage; these made up the principal sum of life. God
sent Christ to redeen man and bring forgiveness. God was the God of the

past, mown in traditlon, or a God of the waceriain fulure. Apart from
the comnon daily routine of existence, the chief common interests were

the irritating disputes of political factions, casuilstries and contro-
versies of veligious scheools. For the most part the people had departed
from God. Many were shutb ouéﬁmnallamchtoaﬂndofmym
love by thelr impossible demsnds of an extermal vighicousmess which they
endeavored to attain. Jesus came with His incomparable words of

grace and declared His message of gladness which would become real %o all
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who would aceept it. He emphasized that God was a God at hand end not

a God afar off. Jesus preached in the language of childhood that God
would be thelr Father through Him, and they could become sons of God
through Him. (2) Then Jesus preached Man, He no%ed that men was a
ginful creature; He declared the infinite worth of the soul not only
to itself but to the Father and to the kingdom. To the person in
hunble condition who was despised by his fellowmen and to the man who
was conscious of moral failure and despising himself, Jesus proclaimed
the CGospel and emphasized that such a person might repent and be re=-
deemed, Jesus knew that if sinful men came to know God all right they
would rise conquerors of their own weaknesses and the forces of eyil
surrounding them. The preaching of Jesus was alweys fllled with il
luminating truths which entered into the mind of the disheartened and
produced a bright prospect of recovery and complete redemption, Thia
laid upon the heart of the diseiple the responsibility of exhibiting
this high human esteem in his own conduct in order that all other men
should come to recognize it and be blessed by it. (3) Life. Life--
the Splrit of God in the heart of man. Another phase of the message
of Jesus' preaching was the overcoming and the destruetion of sin
which would result in one's living an sbundent life in a sinful world,
Jesus traced sin to the heart and gave concrete exhibitions of it.

His preaching on this subject is severe at times, or tender as the
case seemed to require; the most noticable feature of it all was his
friendly attitude toward all sinners themselves. Jesus warmly pro-
claimed that His mission was specially to them that were sin-sick.
Jesus saw the whole widespread tragedy viaieh sin had wrought eamng
men and which then re;iafbu'gbz itself back into repeated and

multiplied sin. This led to further moral chaos op unjust and



27
urhappy soclal conditione and over the ruln of individusl chavacier.
Jesus preached the good nows of deliverance; He preached Zarglveness;
e preached vedemption; He presched that He had come Yo save the
pecple from their eins that they might have etermal life. On the
vhole, the preaching of Jesus was constructive and vl of hope.

Tnls is the message of the modern minister: Christ is our only
Saviour; everything for us teday is in Jesus. There is no altermative,
for in no other name except the name "dJdesus" will man find salvation.

e ey word in the message which the minister is to proclaim is
"salvation". The New Yestament verb for "esave" is gozéia and is used

in two vays, o negative and a positive. legatively the word means to
mke safe, to give security, to deliver, that is from some danger that
threatens Yo injure or destroy us. MNany stop with this definition that

to be saved means to be safe. The other use of the word, the positive
use, means to make sound or whole; to give nmew vigowr and power to a
maimed or restricted life, so making it a bigger and lovelier thing,

the thing God meant it to b in the beginning. To make safe and to male
sound axe the two ideas in the vord salvation as seen in the New
Testament; the message of evargelism therefore must take into account

the enviromment of man., It must aoct speak to a person as if he was

not a part of his enviromment; it must have his enviroment in mind all
the ¢time. Vhen enviromment is mentioned there is a reference to scme-
thing bigger then physical and economic conditions; it refers to the whole
totality of conditions, physical, economic, mental, moral, and spiritual,
as they bear ypon the individual. The New Testament yeveals the Christian's
vision--a vision of a redeemed society the holy city, the heavenly kingdom,
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the New Jerusalem. Therefore the minister uses this message inviting
men, women, boys and girls to accept God's rule in thelr personal lives
end ab the same time become members of a redeemed community. This is
God's gift to 2ll men, for in Christ Cod is reconciling the world umto
Himgelf.

The kerygmatic preaching of the Apostle Paul and Apostle Peter also
sérves as an example of the subject matter of the preaching of the
modern minister. They preached the fulfilment of the prophecy of the
coning of Christ, His death and resurrection, His second coming, and
the offer of forglveness.

This is the message of the modern minister: Chiist is our omly
Saviour; everything for us today is in Jesus., There is no alterrative,
for in no other name except the name of Jesus will man find salvation.
The message of the Gospel is a challenge for pecple to repent of their
sins and sccept forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ; the emphasis is

on a change of heart and surrender of life to Christ.

Effective Evangelistic Preaching

D

Preaching was one of the major factors in Few Testament evan=- P
gelism, John the Baptist was & great preacher. Jesus came preaching
and continued to preach throughout His public ministry. Jesus chose
disciples and instructed them in the art of preaching. The Book of
Acts records some of the details about the preaching of Peter, John,
and others, The Apostle Paul is particularly emphatic about the
importance of preaching in his ministry. It is significant to note that
the preaching of the New Testament is the preaching that brings salvation



29
and 1s doetrinal in content. In the Book of Acts the main emphases
of the preaching are on the life, death, resurrection and Lordship of
Jesus Christ. To the Jews, the message concentrated on the Messiah-
ship of Jesus, explaining how He fulfilled the 0ld Testament prophecies
and was the long-aweited Messish. To the Gentiles, who were relatively
unacquainted with the 0ld Testement, the emphasis vas on the reswrrection
of Christ, His exaltation and sovereignty.

The preaching methods of Jesus provide a perfect pattern for the
minister who would engage in effective evangelistic preaching. The
methods of Jesus may be characterized in several weys. (1) Jesus
maintained definite objectives. A real preacher or teacher must have
both strategy and tactics; thet is, he must have both objectives and
means for attaining them. Without strategy, tactics have no goal; with-
out tactics, strategy has no means of atitalmment. dJesus had a number of
precise objectives. (o) He purposed to do his Father's will and work.
"My meat is to do the will of him that sent me and to accomplish his

work .""‘

(b) He purposed to win learners and to train them as witnesses
of His. He celled many and chose few to be His apostles and sent them
forth two by two and said unto them: "Ye are my witnesses."” (c) He
purposed to substitute vitel religion for present formal religion. This
covers & great deal; it includes the preyer of the publican, the
berevolence of the poor widow, fasting in secret, the elimination of

the motives of murder apd lust and hatred. (d) He purposed to show by

example and to teach by precept the wey of life, "I am come thet they

"John b3k,



30
might have life end that they might have 1t abunda.ntly.“s Jesus
sought to save the lost, He preached that men might ve saved; He
came to bear witness to the truth that by losing life one might gain
it. (e) Then He purposed to quicken the faith and hope in men. He
added to the Gospel of John the Baptist the words “believe the gospel.”
Jesus insisted that men accept as true the good news of Cod's love
and act accordingly. His concern was that at His coming again He
should find faith upon the eerth., (f) He purpcsed to break the bonds
of race prejudice, dJesus talked with a Samariten women at high noon.
He made the Samaritan 2 model neighbor of one of His stories. He
healed the daughter of a Syrophoenician woman and the eervant of a Romen

centurion. (2) Jesus made use of all occasions. dJesus was ready to

preach the Gospel to pecople wherever He found them and under any
circumstance., He turned the occasion into good advantage and spcke to
the edification of all present. This is one of the reasons for the
vitality of His teaching and preaching. Jesus never let an occasion
slip; He wes so conscious of His mission and His personality was so
dominating that He simply mastered every occasion. (3) Jesus had an
original style. It would be trivial for one to attempt a technical
examination of the mere rehetoric of Jesus' speech, It is quite obvious
however, that there were no formulas of logilc of homiletical arrangement
in His method. His discourse was rich in metaphor, and He wes unap=-
Proachable in the invention and use of the more developed similitude
vwhich is called parable, Jesus set Himself to reach the hearts of men and

2John 10:10,



AL RE

31
He adapted his discourses to them. S0 persomal were His messages that

‘ they vere received into the hearts of men with such & persomal applico-

dlom that it seened as if it had originated within themselves. Jesus wvas

o model in the art of condensation, He could sum up a world-wide problem
and solve it in an apothegm: * o house divided sgainst itself shall Amll.”
‘Tha style of Jesus nay be charscterized as: interesting, profound, serious,
praciionk, formal as well as informal; perswasive, full of variety, direct,
Thoughtiul, searching, transforming, intellectual, truthful, gracious,
sueinl in application, personcl in application, and in many other marked
characteristics. (&) The presching of Jecus was authoritative. That

is whot preaching is; it is the means of trangfusion of the spirit of
God. It is the anaouncemeni wpon the authorilty of personal kugwe

Jedge, of truth that blages within. PFPreaching is the ministering of

man to the vhole worldts need ﬁu‘h of the truth of Gol and as the agent of
His gpixit. Nothing ¢ise so fully describves the work of the lord Jesus
from the time of His fmf anncuncement of the kingdom wntil the lnst
word he uitered on the crose. (5) Jesus preached a God given message.
He preached the doctrine which was from above under the three headings

slready noted--God, men and Life. (6) Jesus presched by emermplificaticn.

I{ is apparent that Jesus taught and preached by action as well as by

vords. Properly to study His methods, one showld begin with His birth;
Mis death on the cross was likewise an cbject lesson. The chie? glovy

of Jesus as o preacher or teacher is that He exemplified and personified
everything He taught. Jesus is mever a theorist, the absiract reasoner;
e alwvays is what He preaches. He could therefore say wnto all: "I

have glven you an exmugple.” The Aposile Paul was also a dynamic preacher.
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‘The preaching methods of Jesus provide a perfect pattern for the
modern minister who would effectively engage in evangelistic preaching.
‘The methods of Jesus may be characterized in several ways: Jesus
maintained definite objectives. (He did His Father's will; He purposed
to win learners and train them to witness; He purposed to substitute
vital religion for present-day formal religion; He sought to save the
lost; He purposed to quicken faith and hope in man; He purposed to
break the bonds of prejudice.) He made use of all occasions; He was
ready to preach the gospel anyvhere people were to be found, under
‘any circumstances; He preached with authority; He preached a God-
&iven milase.

The Apostle Paul offers us an exemplary method of preaching.
hﬂemumwmmml;mmmtruthofthml
carefully before the people and proclaimed the Person of His Master
as the fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies. In his work at
Corinth another word is used to describe his method. He reasoned in
the synagogues and appealed to mind and heart. Paul persuaded Jevs
and Greeks. In Rome we are told he preached the kingdom of God and
Xaught the things eoneu'ning the Lord with all boldness. At Colossee
nhmyetanothornithodof?aul. We read of him as sdmonishing and
téaching every man in all wisdom. The admonition was for warning and the
teaching was for instruction.



CHAPTER IV
THE MINISTER EXAMINES HIDESELF

The wmodern minister is often regarded as oue who speaks words.
However, the mein emphasis is not upon the words alone which the
mninister speaks. Christ hes not called ministers to defend Him,
for He can defend Himself; he has called ministers to demonstrate
Chyist and to proclain Chwlst, in word and by life. A religion of
words which is not a part of the life of the individual vho speaks
does not mean very much; a religion of words always breaks down in a
erisis., There is o vast difference between yeligion and theology;
religion is an experience which men have with God; theology is the
atltempt o express that experience in words. The greatest single
contribution vhich anyon: can make to the bullding of a Christian
order ie to have as a living reality within one's self the teachings
of Jesus Christ in day-by-day living, This trend of thought creates
a refiective attitude in the mind of the minister who would serve
effectively in the Christian church, and makes him ask himself such
questions as whether or wot his religion is a voice or echo, is it
a conviction or is it an opinion, is it an experience, or is it an
argusent, or is it a religion of a book or is it the religion of a
life. As the minister reflects ypon these questions, several things
are suppested for personal examination.

His Call

ALl true ministry to God must begin here; there must be a divine
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call. This call must in some wvay be the immediate appeal of God
%o the soul; this call will not be primerily through the church or
a particular dencmination, but it is the internel work of The Holy
Spirit uwrging one 4o preach the Word of the Im'é.

The Holy Scriptures emphasize God's call of men into iHis service
in a marked degree. The mindstry commenced with a spiritual experience
usually designated as the prophetic eall. Such experiences are
navrated of the greatest prophets. The call of Moses wag the scene of
the burning bush end is detailed et great length in his biography.

The next outstanding prophet was Samuel, who reveals how the Iord
called him to be a reforner of an evil age. Each of the three great
literary prophets, Isaiash, Jeremish, and Ezekiel, has laft an account
of his own call; that of Ezekiel covering nearly three whole chapters.
These men and others who were called to God were separated by this
sunmmons from all other occupations which would interfere with the
gervice for which God had celled them. God took possession of their
vhole belng; they lived under the sway of divine inspiration and l
were kaown as nen of God.

The New Testament apostles were similerly called of God. The
Apostle Paul indicates that he did not preach simply by cholce but
of mecessity, for Christ put him into the ministry. “For though
I preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory for necessity is laid
upon me, yea woe is me if:l:preaehnottmsmel.“l Again Paul
says, "I thank Christ Jesus owr Lord who hath encbled me, for he

b cor. 9226,
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counted me faithful, putting me into the u:l.n::.stry.“a Titus and
PTimothy were mem called of (God and pastors who responded to the call
and endeavored to follow the Iard fully, serving as an example to the
modern pastor who would follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ. The
main emphasis is response to & definite call from God.

His Religious Experience and Personal Life

Godless ministers are the real cause of the decline of the

church spiritually. They have been in all ages. The purest

light shining through a colored medium, becomes colored. Worldly,

time serving preachers promote a worldly religion. They may

multiply converts, but their converts mold the church more than

the church does them. Comstantine secured a greater acession

%o the church more than the apostles did, but the church to this

dey has not recovered from the idolatrovs spirit and heathemish

spirit practices which ils couveris introduced.o
This observation by B. T. Roberts is very sigpific=ut. The matural man
can learn Hebrew and Greek, and science and history and cratory amd
theology; but no amount of knowledge of this kind can quelify one to
preach the Gospel or to labor for souls. Such & one may amuse but he
will not couvict of sin; he may touch the semsibilities but he will not
awaken the conscience. Ministers who are lacking in religious experience
not only cammot build others up in a faith and holiness which they do S
not possess; but they will be very likely to bring down to thelr own :
level those umder their care who have a decper experience than themselves.,

If a minister would be effectlve and execute his chief fumction to

vwhich he is called, the minister must be saved himeclf; the most important

21 Pim, 1112,

3B. T. Roberts, Plskers of Men (Chicage: Iee Mothodist Publishing
House, ¢.1930), p. 46.




36
qualification is personal plety. Following Jecus Christ and advencing
from victory to victory is the test of this most important experience,
convergion, It ie the best evidence of Christilonity and it ie the
power of preaching. Ve belleve Christ nobt only because there ic
sufficient historical evidence that He existed nearly two thousand
years apo, but bocause He proves Himseld o be living now by the
transfermation widch He brings o pacs in the lives of those who pub
thely trust in Him. Ve are certaiun there is e Savicur because we are
saved owrselves; this ic the vital force of presching. The minister
is o vwiltness Yo Christ, not merely to the Christ vho lived many years
ago and 4ld wonders; he is o witnese to the Chrict vho otill lives and
vio yet does niracles, The virtue of the minister's testinmony lies in
his being able to say that he himself has seen the Christ whom he
preaches to others, and has himcel experienced the power which he
recamwends others to seek., The testimony of John Wesley is very
significant. He euid:
I did go thas fer nany years using diligence to eschew

21l evil, and to have a conscience void of offense; redeem-

ing the time, buying up every opportunity of doing good to

all men. Counstently end ecarefully using ell the public and

2ll the private means of grace; endeavoring aficr a steady

seriousness of bebaviowr ab all 4imes, and in all places

and God is my record befove whom I stand, doing 2ll this in

sincerity, heving a reecl design to serve God and a hearty

desire %o do his will in all things 4o please him who had

called me Lo fight the good fight and lay hold on eternal

iife. Yet my owm consclence beareth me witvess in the Holy

Guost that all this time, I wes but almost o Chrdstianb
Wesley was cducated Tor the minietry; yet if he had refused to yield

his conviction to confess his true condition before God and to seek

YRoberts, op. cit., p. 5i.
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far a thorough changs of heart, he might have gone om and becane a
respectable minister and perhaps & bishop of the Establisbhed Church;
but the world may never have heard of him as the ariginator of the
greatest religious movenmnt of his age, & movement of seeking souls
for Jesus Christ.

lis Motives

There are many motives which wove man in this age; there are
severul vhich axe peculisy to the minister. There is the motive of
self-preservation. Some one called this metive, an endeavar to
remain in service simply as a result of merely personal consideration;
that is, because he prefers it to any other of the lsading professions
or because he thinks it & mozw honorebls way. He mey have the desire to
mke & living and chooss this as a unique vay to do 803 such a motive
often results in pulpit competition, or pulpit sesking in an umchristian
manpey, There 18 also the motive of eslf-eggprandizement. Some winisters
because of the desire for attraction o publicity., Ministers vho are
motivated by this fupulse sometings rescrt to plagiarism, for they use
be tw chisf motive which propels scme ministers is the motive of
altruism. The sense of aitruiss is an imadequate motive; it is based
o one's feelings ond is without sn lmperatively needed higher authority
far our services. Btill another motive is ooe wvhich is suggested Gy
e Scriptwwes: "It is sore Llassed to give than 0 receive.” The
highest motive mast be one in which there is no slemant of selfishwess.
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perschel acquisitivensss. One's selfish desire to receive the moet
possible for one's self is taken for granted. There are meny other
motives, . among Yhem beding the motive of patriotic service, satisfying and
exzhilarating employment to all the povers of the mind. Scue of them are
inspiring; however, nore inportant than them all is the motive of imwr
compulsion, or & strong perscral attachment to Jesus Christ. This is
the motive of the ministzy which goes deepest and wears the longest.
The prophets of old served under this coggulsion, the epostles of Jesus
then and thoy spaie cs they were moved. This is the exmpls of Jesus
and His motive, for He was always wider the divine imperative as Be
sald: "Know yo not that I must be sbout my Father's business?™; "I
mst work the works of Him that sent me." = '

His Methods

Every true preacher should ndeavor o employ the best methods
in his mintstry. The best wethod of prwaching is the evengelistic,
ALl preaching that i3 yeally t0 count must be in same sense evangelistic,
Gagres zust be ot heart a soul-wlwaer. Tha pastorel function is mothing
more o less than to watch over the sheep and to ying thoee who are
straying back to the fold. This means thet all preaching must be evane
@listic; for preaching, to te Christian at all, must be a declaxation
of the word of God; this word sbout God and about His pupose in Christ
for man. Evengelistic presching is the statemunt of the weasege of
salvetion, the setting forth of vhat God has done in Christ to make
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poasible iiis salvation %o all vho will receive it. It is not any
mci&lb@&oﬁ’morWMWWWt&lw
the eftective aindoter will i cdvanlage of toe Lest methods which
God lwe glveny it is ol werely talking about conversicn o the special
woeds of man, wor (e making of appeals, nor the presentation of
poweriul challeuges that wen should surrender 40 God. These elamnts
or topice my yroperly find their place within the evangelistic message;
mmwnmmmaamammmofmtmm
dove o bring men back to Himself, a presentation which carvies with
it the lmperative thut those vho bear st oither accept or reject vhat
God lms done. Effective evengslistic presching therefore invoives
sevaral things:

(1) e ninister showld have a doninant theme. The theme of the
pinister is of weceesily a person rather thar an idea or truthk in the
ahetract, It was the porwon of Cwrist that comstituted the theme of
apostolic presching; it was the person of Christ crucified, Christ
88 Lord. It is only in this semer of preaching that the sexwon
becomes living, personal, and not merely intellectual snd ebstract.
Truth is alvays o be ssgociated vith the Lexd Jesws Christ. And
G ethics st always be associated vith His love, His grace, and
Eis mpiriv.

I now clearly see every semtonce should suggest Corist

and every seymon, even though His Name had not teen mentionsd

e Bl vele yiols o s S b e ot

Hin the sermom may have beauty, it will not bave fregrance.

umwmum,nm y differ
ghout Chriatien creeds and Christian . m

svery hhemn soul is feeling, and in s all
et AS it vow appears to me, the ex."‘fm
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svary sermon should be to wwell Christ, and the chief axt
of the preachey W conceal himaelf.

(2) Evangelistic presching slso involves o definite alm. Knowe
. 1sdgs i¢ 20t an ond but only o means in preaching. Herein lies the
Qifferance betwesn the ossey ond the sermon, The minister has to
convinos the intellsct, stir the heart, and quicken the conscience as
- wall as to move the will, The aim of preaching is threefold: salvatiom,
sanctification and service. If this aim 18 to be realized, the sermon
must contain the ingredients of man's meed, the Gospel of God's act
in Jesus Christ and the response of faith. No preaching can be

a man, however cultured and civilized, has for God; man vithout God
18 lost, and, in Christ, God hes coms to save him. This requires
the preacher to pray sud to preach. After this need has been known,
the facts should be exploined; sixple infarmation, waich states that
hummwwmwm Mmm:aravm
wwwm,mﬁmmuwmm Toerw
ie romm for apologetics shown by the Christian Church discovered,
vith true iusight, that here in the huwmn Jesus the Word bad become
flssh, and that in Hinm wis the gloxy of the Btermal. Hexe is an
pprtunity for expositicn, pointing out o the understanding tbe
character of God a8 rwwealad in His mighty act in Christ; then there
1a the vonderful oppartunity of explaining the Reswrrection, not culy
the evidence for it but its imver sigaificance, demonstrating the
victorious power of the victary thet Christ vom and that all men cen

et LS

5mm, "British Weskly", quoted in W, H. Griffith Thoms,
Kintateria) Life aad Verk, (Ciicago, ! The Bible Dustitute Colpartegs
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shere, Twe clerent of persomal experience in esseptiasl ia all trus

evangelistic preaching: but it must be kept subordinate to the
declaration of the fucts about Jesus Christ, the great acts of God
and thelr meening and the main picture of His work through the Church
in the world.

The third ingredient of the content of evangelistic preaching is
the response of vepentance and faith vhich the heaver must makes. In
this closing section of the sermon there is meed for sisple decisive
language, direct challsngs, a call to sccept o reject the messege of
Jesus Christ. After pecple are won to Christ the minister still has
the great responsibility of inspiring the pecpls won, to a full or
watwe Christian life and service to the Master.

(3) Effective evangslistic preaching also involves a systematic
study of the Bible and humn matwe. The minister must be a devoted
student of the Bible, because in no cther literatwe will he find
such an interpretation of the higher spiritual experience of men,
such an exposition of the divine remedies for the sins and smrow which
affiict mankind. The Bible is the source book of the minister who
would be effective in scul-wimning; therefore, He should master its
contants. Whatewer way be his methods of study, he should know the
contents of tiw Bidle and study the Bibla itself first and chiefly
ingtesd of what others have said about the Bidle in comentaries and
in other books. The minister of necessity mwmt study hwman nature.
The bast 1itarary mterial for such study is furnished by the great
novelists, posts, and dramatists who intepret life. The purpose
of such study is to ascartain the motives which actuate men and look
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under the maks whdeh Gwy wear, The minlator must 2lse study hwmn
mwhwe symathetleally in ¥he individuel moxbers of his parish; he
mugt e o man awong wen, and must cultivate in hisgelf the receptive
_ handt of mind, the hablt of listening and considering the views and
sentinsnts of otbers.

() caveful preyaration of the sermon is neceasary. Whether the
sormon 1s written and comaitied to muory, written and yesd or not
written at all, it ought t0 be carefully conceived and theroughly
mpered.



CHAPTER V
THE MINISTER OBSERVES HIS FIELD
The Home

Evangelism canmnot be at its best or reach its fullest fruitionm
without the interest and sharing of the enmtire family which constitutes
what we call the home. God works out His saving purpose along the lines
of human nature, eand the home is thig divine institution through which
He seeks to work. The home is the most potent influence in the develop-
men_t of personality. Whether one wishes it or not, learning constantly
takes place within the family circle; it never ceases. Ideas are
fashioned and the emotional quality of the family relationship transforms
ideas into prejudices and ideas and purposes. The cumilative experiences
of this intimate group determine lasting attitudes and habits. Because
of these and other important factors the home mway be said to be the most
effective neans of Chrisfian‘education.

The International Council of Religious Education, through
which more then forty Protestant ehurch bodiss on the North

American continent operate, views the family as "potentially

the most luportent means or Christian education for ail its
members. "

A bvetter reason for the evangelism of the home lies in the fact that

God has ordained the home to be the center of evangelism. In both Old

v

\ lWesner Fallaw, "The Home and Parent Education," Qrientation in
Religious Education, edited by Philip Henry Lotz (New York: Abingdon
Cokesbury, ¢.1950), p. 239.
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and New Testaments there is an emphasis on the home as being the seat of
evangelism and religion.
Eear O Israsel, Jehovah our God is one Jdehoveh; and thou
shalt love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart end with all
thy soul and with 21l thy wmight. And these words, which I
command thee this day, shall be upon thy heart, and thou
sghalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt
talk of them when thou liest down and when thou riseth
up . . « and thou shalt write thgm upon the door<posts
of thy house and upon thy gates.

Tell your children of it, and let your children_tell their
children and their children another genemtion.?’

Train up a child in She wey, he should geo and when he is cld
he will not depart from it.

In the Few Testament the value of religious home training is recognized
as found in Luke 2:40.51.62:

And the child grew and waxed strong, filled with wisdom

erd the grace of God wag upon him. And he went down with

them (his parents) and came to Nazareth, and he was subject

unio t!t;em, and his wobther kept 2ll these sayings in her
heart.”

Jesus gave little children the first place in His kingdom or rule of God
whichv fe came to establish, and no church leader, pastor in particular,
or parent can a;fford to ignore His teachings or example.

For the past few decades, religious education, like the social work
ané progressive gemeral education, has emphasized that the home should
Provide unifying experiences so that personality development could be
more assured than it is when divisive and fragmentary evenis are' allowed

to pull the person one way or another until he is isolated and rooted

4
M Sngut, 61le9, " 35001 1:3.

\\ Proverbs ".‘r':} SLuke 2:40.51.62.
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neither in femlly nor in society. Modern educators know the value of the
érowing person's having common experiences within the family, household
improvement, hobbies, cultural and recreational activities. Social
workers understand that emotional stability comes from a nice sharing

of intimacies within the family snd from diligence in pursuing the ways
of mutuality and cooperative living. And most assuredly, the religious
educator knows it to be essential that persons find within the family
support for moral conduct and guidance eimed at reverent living in which
Christ is the center.

The family of today nas degenerated to a general secular attitude
because it is set down in an urban civilizstion, in which many or most
of the decisions for living are Qade without regard to the moral law
or g personal God through Jesus Christ. There is either indolence on
the part of the parents by their own low type of religious axperiénce
or no religious experience at all. If religion is to be a joy and
strength to them, if they feel it to be a burden or if they have no
religious experience, they will naturally be unwilling to or be in-
capable of sharing those necessary and vital influences which be most
valusble to their children and reise the standsrd of the home.

It could be concluded therefore that there is no need in the medern
Church more pressing than a revival of family religion, a renewal on-the
part of the parents of the sense of their own obligation to Jesus Christ
and the sensé.of obligation for their children's knowledge of Christ.
The chief function of the pastor clearly shines forth =s ocne who observes
this field and endeavors to help create a Christian atmosphere in each

home through the medium of evangelism. The pastor should be a constant



46

iisltor in the homes of the people of his parish, carrying the message of
Christ with him; preach sermons on the home, elevating Christ as the head
and unseen guest in every home; encourage the officers and leaders of the
church to make regular visits to the homes under his supervision. Visita-
tion lists can be prepared and distributed among the officers and leader;
regular lettera from the pastor with Christian literature enclosed will
also be helpful to make each home Christian; special home services, or
family services, at which time members invite families living nearby the
church and in the community where the members live, may serve to introduce
Christ into many more homes and encoursge the parents to make their homes

Christ-centered.

The Local Church

The local church congregation is the immediate field which affords the
pastor the unique opportunity to engage in the work which has been assigned
to him by the Lord Jesus Christ. The pastor is the divinely appointed
evangelist of his own congregation, and the minister who seeks the highest
good of his congregation will do as the Apostle Paul has exhorted in his
epistle to Timothy, "do the work of an evangelist." The minister who is
true to his calling will not leave this work alone to the traveling
evengelist, but will throughout the year in addition to the periods which
he may call for the assistance of a traveling evangelist, seek to win
souls to Christ. Many sincere and devout ministers who earnestly So-
lieve in evangelism doubt their possession of the evangelistic gift, and
defer evangelistic work in their parishes until they can secure the services

of one whom they regard as being more competent than themselves. The
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question may be raised, however, should the parish minister wait until he
}éan socure the services of some traveling evangelist before he personally
engages in this great work of soul winning? Is it certain that he does
not possess the evangelistic gift? Perhaps the minister who doubts
himgelf and feels incompetant falls to look at the unlinited power and
resources in the One who has called him to this special task. Perhaps
the ninister failed to obey his Master.

In thinking of the minister engaging in his duties as a parish
evangelist, it is not meant that the minister who reslizes his obligation
shall proceed to add new machinery to that which he already has in opera~
tion. It mey happen that his deepened sense of duty will suggest new
lines of action. What is most needed in most congregations is not that
the pestor do something more or other than he is dolng, but that he realize
a8 he has perhaps never yet done, that his primery work is that of an
evangelist., His chief function is to endeavor to win lost men, women,
boys and girls to the Lord Jesus Christ.

A number of well-known, yet ordinery methods lend themselves to
effective evangelism in the local church,

(1) Gonducting the public worship services, Sometimes there is a
distinction drawn between the so-called ordinary or regular service
held in the church at stated hours on Sunday or the mid-week service,
and the so-called evangelistic meeting which may be held in the same
building at different hours or on other days. However whenever worship
services are held, the spirit of evangelism ought to characterize the
whole conduct of public worship. The minister ought so to discharge
his duties in the pulpit that in each act of worship Jesus Christ shall
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be lifted up before all in attendance as the Saviour and Lord., The prayers
which are offered should point the worshippers to Jesus Christ; the praises
‘should be addressed to Him and magnify His person and work; the rea&ing

of the Scriptures, a perfect instrument of evangelism, should be prayer-
fully selected to bear witness to Jesus Christ; the offering which is in

a real sense sa act of worship can be used to direct the minds‘of the
people to Jesus Christ who gave His life for them, Most assuredly the
sermon should bs Christ-centered and have the appeal to surrender the

life to Christ. The administering of the ordinances of the church also
afford the opportunity for the pastor effectively to engage in his chief
function., Baptism in the case of adults cannot be rightly sdministered
unless there has been close personal dealing, and unless it has meaning
only as the symbol of & definite azcceptance of the Gospel on the part of
the one who is to be baptized. The Lord's Supper may be said to be near
the peak point of parish evangelism, for in its symbolism it is a vivid

presentation of the Gospel of Christ who loved us and who gave himself

for ua,

(2) The work of visitation,

WMore souls are won for the Master by the dey in and out,
personal house-to-house evangelistic visiting of the devoted
pastor than by all the other agencies combined. . . . The

pastor must know that he is the church's chief recruiting
officer."®

Visitation is a very good medium for the pastor to cover his field, the

local congregation. In pastoral visitation there is a wide area of

®Eugene Dinsmore Dolloff, The Romance of Doorbells (Chicago: The
Judson Press, .1951), pp. 146 f.



ko

opportunity. The pastor visits the sick and shut-ins, the bereaved,
‘others in trouble; many of such calls are in the home: There is the
opportunity to encourage and help parenis in the evangelism of the home
and there is the opportunity for the pastor personslly to speak to the
unsaved pareants; childrean cr other relatives snd friends who may be
present; The minister may not always speak directly of Christ, but

he must witness for Christ by his acticns znd life in the presencs of
those whom he visits,

(3) The church school also affords the parish minister a wonderful
opportunity to evangelize. Perhaps the most effective work which the
parish minister can do for his Sunday school will be in the connection
of inspiring and training his teachers and officers., He should primerily
set before his leaders the evangelistic aim of the work and guide them
in its realization, Additional opportunities for the parish minister
1lie in his speaking to groups within the local church, the Bible class
or other auxilisries of the church. With tact and love he can stimulate
the members to be scul-winners and appeal to the unsaved if such should

be present.
The Community

The local church of necessity must look beyond its own walls into
the community in which it is located, for there is & fertile field ready
to harvest which needs the services of the church. In the community there
are various classes of people who need the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
There are the poorer classes of people who loiter along the city streets.
They have no purpose in life, but move aimlessly about, seeking their
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needs from eny available source. Then there are the poor class of people
who live in the slum Qr blighted ezreas of the cities, Then there are
the middle class, the wage earners, end the wealthy, 211 of these people
comprise the community in which rests the locel church, The individual
may be very pecor; he msy be & working msn or a capitelist; he mzy belong
to one of the groups into which society is divided; but the fact is that
he is a man, one for vhom Christ died, sand as such in his mere humenity
stands in God's sight as the object of His grace and love, The Kew
Testement locsl churches were nerve centers of evangelism, and serve
25 o pattern for local churches of all ages who would moke a dynzmic
spiritusl impact upon the community.
"ind theoy were ell filled with the Holy Chost and began to

apeak with other tongues as the spirit gave them utterance. . . .

And they continued deily with one accord in the temple and

breaking bread from house to house and did eat their meat with

gladness snd singlenese of heart, praising God and having

favor with all the people. And_the Lord added to the church

daily such ss should be saved."
Tﬁe local church is suited to tﬁe needs of human nature, and is yet the
best instrument of évangeliam; for it is established in the community and
reaches upward to God by its faith and prayers and outward toward people
in its vitness. ‘

The minister has not done his duty if he has left one soul in his
cere unsought by definite individual approach. The unsaved in the com-
munity around the local church ere the field of responsibility of the

N

pastor and his congregation,

9% Thots 21 4.46.47.
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The World

The evangelistic cutlook penetrates even further than the local church
aﬁd the community, for "into all the world" the words of the Lord Jesus
apply: Not only in the "personal worlds" about us, but the "geographical
world® as well; The local church is responsible for the support of
missions in sll parts of the world. The local church is responsible
for inspiring young people to respond to God's call on the mission field.
People of all nationalities, in gll parts of the world, must hear the
Gospel and be won to Christ.

The chief function of the pastor again finds its responsibility to
be the main instrument in the local church to see that there is a con-
tinuous flow of missionary workers, finance and other needed supplies.

The congregation should be "sold on the idee" that it is her responsi-
bility aid in the work of Christ in other lands. The minister must be
this salesman who constantly reminds his friends of this divine commission

'to his people.



PART II

THE MINISTER MUST ORGANIZE AND TRAIN THE CONGREGATION

I0 SPREAD THE GOSPEL THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY AND

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD



CHAPTER VI
THE MINISTER ORGANIZES HIS CONGREGATION FOR EVANGELISM.

At this point the minister should ask himself a few pei“binent
Q®stiom; Are we really concerned aboubt those who do not yet know Jesus
Christ? Is my congregation ectually committed to winning people for
Christ , or is this more or less an afterthought? Is my congregation
really organized to win the unchtn'ched, or is nw church program more or
less a "hit and migs" proposition? If we have a misslionary orgenization
in the congregation, is it actually concernsd about enlisting move people
in personal mission work, or does it have the idea that it is to do the
work of the congregation? If the pastor, the leaders of the congregation
and the entire congrege.'bion would frankly look at themselves in the light
of such questions and others which are egually important with regard to
evangelism, no doubt they would come to the realization that something
mist be done immediately in order that the congregation be aroused to
engage in its chief function. The congregation's chief concern therefore
is to be toward those men, women, boys and girls who are outside the
ranks of Christiandom, in the home, in the comumity and in the far
céi':he'i's of the world.

For hest results the congrega:t;ion must endeavor to do its work for

Christ in a systematic manncr., There is certain to be confusion without
a definite program to work toward. When we look at the early Church, we

f£ind that Jesus organized his missionary program and he gave us a definite
Program by which the church may systematically follow.
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Before any suecessful work of lay evangslism can come into belng,
the average church mist bs given renswed convietion of this great mission.
This is the pastor's reaponéihﬂity, and the pulpit vhich he occupies
g‘_b}ms him the wonderful opportunity. .

1 have plammed sach sutumn, to take my pecpls through a
gseries of morning sermons bearing upon and expounding the
various phases of evangelism, world wide and history wide.

I have endeavored to bulld up, Sunday by Sunday a tremendous
and convineing accumilation of testimony as t0 the mzaning

and might of evangelism. I have sought to show my people

how every aspect of church-sendeavor--efiicational, missionary,
stevardship, fellowship, reereational.~depends for its on-
going upon the seeking and saving spirit living at the center.
When that spirit languishes, it is as though the sap in the
tree had dried up . . . « Fellow pastor, face this item
boldly and couragecusly. Our churches must be reconvinced of
the centrality of evangelism in their total progran.

Following this series of sermons on "The Centrality of
Evangelisn" preach at least two sermons on New Testament
methods of evangelism. Trace Jesus' methodse-two by two, i
his instruction and oxangiliau. Exalt New Testament examples
of persopal endeavor. I

A Congregational Evangelistic Program Is Prepared

With the main chjective being to establish and keep in operation a
year-round evangelistic program, the minister proceeds to prepare a

~ program of evangelism which will have at its center the chief comcern of
vorking at this main business of soul-winning day after day in such a
mamney that the greatest results will be obtained from the effort which
‘may be spent. This implies that the minister will use every method of
evangelism available which he can successfully adapt to his own local
parish, and that he will go before all the arganisations of his church, at.

1 i
Archibald go s_&., PP. 70 £.
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their very next meetings, to explaln that as a-pa.'rt of the church they
now become centeredl on the tesk of evangellsm., There sre & number of
methods which have been tried and fouwnd to be fruiiful. Howevsr s "whene
-ever ths Church is ellve and honestly facing its task towards the ron-
Christian worid, men and women will dlscover fresh ways end meens of
nalking tha Goepel of Christ real to thelr neighbors.” 2

Visitation. A program of visitation evangelism in the church is
the systematic endcavor to follovw the exmuple of Jesus. There are
several variations of the usual plans which mey be noted. There 1s the
“eontinuwus plemmed visitatlon. This is & year-round congregabional
visitstlon program. A certain afternoon or evening is set aside, usually
onee a month, for visilation. People go to the chureh for preyer and then
the names of sick, unconverted, end needy people are given oubt to tesms
of two interested persoms. They then go in Yo various parts of the
commrity. The groups reassemble gt a cerbaln time end share the visita-
tion experiences. Another form is the visitetion cempaign. This is a
special cempalgn setb for a specific time. It may be for cne or two weeks
or es desived by the pastor end congregetion. In such a campaign,
visitation workers meet for s period of prayer ani instruction, perhsps at
an early evening hour, each evening during the caupaign. After instructions
they go oul, either as individuels or in teams of two o call on persons
¥ho have been assigned to them. Two or three calls can be mede by each team
in an evening providing the conversation is directed to the main pwrpose, to
~ win persons to CQhrist. Then theve is Individual or spontaneous visitation.

2G_reen’ op. .i‘é‘i’.'l P. 166,
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Many people prefer individual visitation. This is usually the type of
viéitation made by the pastor. Such visits afford the pastor and worker
an opportunity to encourage and help parents in that evangelism of the
home, to reach the children directly--not repelling them by unnatural
solemnity, and yet very distinetly leading them to Jesus and to endeavor
to win others vho are unsaved to Jesus Christ, and to reclaim those who
have backslidden or who are not connected with a Christian church.

A carefully prepared decision card should be used by the visitors
and filled in as decisions are made, or %o record other pertinent data.
Finally it should be signed by the prospect when he accepts the truth.
Workers, however, have to be warned that if salvation is at stake, the
prospect must have a definite experience. He must not only sign a de=-
cision card after acceptance, but he should promise to learn more of the
" Christien Gospel and to come out boldly and make a public confession,
and should attend the next service of the church.

Church attendance crusades. This can be a very effective means of

winning people to Christ, as well as a stimulus for inactive members to
return to regular attendance in the fellowship. From time to time we
need to stir the members of the congregation and its auxiliary organiza-
tions to a fresh loyalty to the services and activities of the church,
however to a greater loyality through love to Jesus Christ. The church is
not rendering the fullest service to its members, end it is unfair to the
ciiih'ch if some of the members are in "good standing," eﬁﬁ though they
never attend Sunday services, prayer-;ﬁeetinga and other essential services
of e church) Loyalty crusddes often waken the right spirit. “Catchy"

newes are sometimes given the crusades such as "March to Church in March"
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qn "Rustling October," or just "Spring or Fall Ioyalty Crusade.” The need
for guch crusades is presented to the heads of al)l branches and departzents
ahd. they are instructed regarding the organization and mavagement of such
prospects. Goals are set for Sunday school and every other department and
an attempt made to reach new and higher goals.

Preaching services. Every service should be an evangelistic service;

however, there are certain times when scheduled services for a week or more
may prove valugble as an ingtrument for enriching the spiritual life of the
congregation and resuli in many souls being won to Jesus Christ. These
services should be prayerfully planned and given es much publicity as
possible. The pastor should encourage every member of the congregation to
attend these services and to bring as many unsaved people as possible to

share in the experience.
The Styeet Service

The sireet service has long been an effective method of reaching in-
dividuals who pass by. When prayerfully plamned by consecrated workers it
can be the means of introducing meny to the Lord Jesus Christ. The rapid
progress of society has discouraged these forms of evangelistic approaches
and many people of the church have considered them outmoded and lacking in
mw‘ However, they are the methods used by the Master of Evangelism,
thB Lord Jesus Christ and whatever Jesus did could never be said to be
lacking in dignity. |

The Church on Wheels

A camparatively new way of adapting the methods of Jesus to the modern
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situation is the "church on wheels." The first phase of the work of the
"church on wheels" was introduced during the spring of 1948 by the Central
Baptist Church, Saint Louis, Missouri. This was the "Bus Sunday School"
phase. The Chureh bus was sent to certain areas in the commmity each
Sunday morning and carried the "chwrch" to the people on Sunday mornings.
Churech workers canvassed the neighborhood where the bus was to stop for
service on Sunday mornings and cbtained parental permission before the
children were allowed to attend the bus services. The workers also in-
quired concerning the status of other pecple in the home. When the worker
encountered a destitute family a social voi'hur, enployed by the church,
checked to see vhat aid was needed and the church supplied the money, food
apd clothing until help was obtained from a regular charitable agemcy. On
the worning of the service, workers called for the children and sometimes
aspisted the parents in getting the children ready for the service. The
service was conducted by a church deacon who was assisted by other ywskers
from the church and was amplified throughout the neighborhood by the sound
system vhich is installed in the bus, After a certain period of time, many
children usually accept Christ as their Saviour; others began to appreciate
Sunday school attendance, and are trained to go to the regular church Sun-
day school. As a result of the children coming to Christ, a number of the
parents have also been won to Christ. After the bus was in an area for a
certain period of time, usually determined by the results of the services,
1% was then moved to another area for similar services. Members of the
evangelistic commission of the church mede calls in the old neighborhood

3Charles L. Pickins, "The Church on Wheels,"” The Sunday School
mmr’ (D.e. 19.‘8) P- ho
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ahd contacted parents of children who attended the services and a general
follow~up procedure was maintained,

The second phase of the "church on vwheels" is to conduct preaching
serviées in the Carr Square avea or other places prayerfully selected.
This is an outdoor-indoor service combined. During the warm weather
vhen it was introduced by the leader of evangelism, the services were held
in the park adjacent to Carr Square Village. Hundreds of people were
attracted to the outdoor service. The workers included the assistant to
the pastor, who is leader of evangelism, members of the deacon board,
members of the deaconess board, and members of the missionary society,
members of the evangelistic commission and other interested persons.
During the warm weather months scores were won to Christ. During the cold
~ weather the services were held inside the bus with a similar order of
service which included hymn singing, reading of the Scriptures, and preach-
ing. The procedure of 'bhisﬁ;!'_;_;hase of the bus service is similar to the
first phase. Workers invite children or adults to attend the services;
mearmwhile, a bell is rung to announce the beginning of the service. The
persons who accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour are asked their church
Preference and if they prefer to become members of Central Baptist church,
follow-up immediately begins. Those who desire to unite with other churches
are encouraged to do so and letters are written to the pastors of the
churches involved. Workers visit the home and obtain the permission of the
parents when children are to be baptized, and try to discover other needs,
and members of the family who may be unsaved or not members of any church in
the city. Needs are made known to the church who either through the social
Wworker, or socilal service department or interested persons to meet the need.
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Aj number of needs have been discovered and administered to; unsaved
Qpents were discovered and some won to Jesus Christ. The bus also calls
for persons to be baptized, once a month, on the night of the baptismal
sérvice. Children who become members of the church or children who desire
to attend Sunday school at the church are taken to the church school at
9:00 A.M. by the church bus.

In addition to these few methods noted, there are many other
approaches which the minister should make use of in his planning and
organizing for evangelism in the local church. It would be helpful to
the minister and to the church if the minister prepares an evangelistic
calendar which will indicete possibilities for évangelism month by month,
as well as serve as & guid.e for the congregation's year-round evangelistic
Program. There is the religious censue or survey; a program for re-enlist-
nent of inactive church wenbers; & month's preparation for evangelistic
meetings; plans for conservation of new church members; a vacation Bible
school with soul-winning plans for older pupils; radio preaching; shop
meetings; cottage prayer meetings; services in the schocls and cottages;
‘deputation work by various groups in the church who visit other churches
for testimony and soul-wiming; jail, hospital and other institutional
services; establishment of a mission, program for winhing the lost
already enrolled in the Sunday school; youth revival; cell group meetings
: (informal, meetings of Ch:i;istians and unsaved people who discuss the Bible
and endeaver to win the unsaved to Christ); effort at houe evangelism
through rebuilding family altars and refilling family pews; and the
general distribution of tracts. All of these methods and others may be

used to cover a wide area by the local congregation vho would effectivgly
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engage in its main businegs to which it is called by Jesus Christ,
Each church should also make wide and wise use of the printed page,
distributing tracts, Testaments, copies of the Gospel of John and other
evangelistic literature.

The Minister Notes Where the People Are

One thing which characterized the ministry of the Loxrd Jesus Christ
wag def;nitenass and the fact that he went where the people were., In
order to go where the people are the Lord had to first know where they
were, Ve notice also that Jesus sent the seventy "from house to house.”
He sent them directly to individuals with specific instructions. The
same must be true of those today who would follow in his steps; they
must go where the pecople are, if souls are to be won for Christ.

We have briefly and generally defined the minister's field of
evangelistic endeavor as the home, the community, the world at large, and
the local congregation. However, the minister should take a more detailed
glance in the direction in which the unsaved are to be found. As the
winister looks about him, he observes that the unsaved may be located
through two general sources.

Inside the local church. (1) The church school rolls. The names of
those on the Sunday school roll should be checked against the church roll
80 that the unsaved and the unaffiliated can be found and listed. (2)
Church service register, or visitors' register. Here the names of those
who attend the service may register; and if they are not noted in the
register, the names can be checked by the church roll, or letters of in-
Quiry can be sent to such persons. Members can be encouraged to hand in
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the names of those persons whom they know are unsaved or unaffilisted
with a church. The personal contacts of the pastor may be a source of
prospective members.

Qutside the Local Church. (1) A selected area survey. The pastor

can pass out mimeographed sheets with blanks for the name, age, address,

, and other information about every lost person or wnaffiliated church
membeyr whom ‘the people in the congregation of Sunday echool know. (2)
Religious census. No type of search for the unsaved is so important or
50 comprehensive as taking a religious census. This may be done by a
local congregation, and in cooperation with other churches. If

conducted by a local church it should be done at least six weeks before
the visitation program begins. The information gathered should be care-
fully tabulated. The pastor can personally and also encourage the
members of his congregation to observe areas vhere there is an obvious
need for the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and to make contacts in institubtions
and other places of business, schools, where they would like church groups

to conduct worship service and to proclaim the Gospel.
The Minister Appoints Workers

The minister, having observed his field and prepared his program,
naturally directs his attention to the enlistment of those persons who
will execute the program. Therefore the minister looks for workers in
every department of his church. A necessary approach toward evangelizing
the unchurched is revitalizing and utilizing the various church organiza-
tions. The pastor should endeaver to use every member of the local
congregation. As the minister looks about his congregation, he sees
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prospective workers among the faithful ettendants at church services:
those who express concern about the congregation; those who are serving
the kingdom in so-called minor ways, or "on ‘their own;" those whose pro-
fessicnal or vocetionsl skills suggest similar opportunities for service
in the con@egétion; those who in Sunday school or other auxiliaries give
evidence of willingness and ability to serve; those whe helped along on
sSme gpecial project years ago; those who are retired from their occupa=
tion. The shut-ins should not be shut out from service. Scores of
-opportunities for kingdom service are open to them (praying for people on
a prayer list, sewing, writing letters to the unchurched, telling stories
to children from the vwheel chair or bed, mailing cards of sympathy to the
sick and bereaved, meking congregational scrap books, keeping records,
etc. ).

The minister in many instances can select people who will be valuable
in this work of kingdom~building; however, in too many cases, the leader
does not know who is capable of do;i.ng this work. It must be remenbered
that culture, social position, and facility of speech are no guarantee to
effectivaness » Tor a man or woman of limited ability and training who is
dee]?lv prayerfully interested in soul winning can be more effective than
‘the most Facile and cultured individual vho enters the work just to please
the leader. The follm_.tary method of securing workers seems to be the
best method, for usually volunteers are those who axe at the start vitally
'inwrested and concerned, They volunteer because they sense the need, are
consecrated enough to do the Job, and have a mind willing to work. Whate
ever method be used by the pastor to enlist his workers, he needs to

organize them systematically for service. The minister should have working
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q;ose].y.with him a leader of evangelism, a special assistant whose main
Iciqj;igs are related to the evangelistic program of the Church. This person
ghould be consecrated to Jesus Christ and have a passion for souls, a
knmrleage of ‘the Bible and skill in working with people. A committee of
evangelism should be organized, counsisting of five to twelve members, the
nwber varying according to the size of the church being served. Members
of this committee should be thoroughly Christian, consistent in their re-
lation to the church and deeply interested in evangelism. They must be
"doers of the ﬁord and not hearers oriy." Age is not of great importance
in determining the persomnel of this group, although it is useful to in-
clude at least one young perscn if he can qualify. While a few members
are delegated to serve on this commitiee, the pastor should aim atubaving
every wember of the church to be on this committee. The specific dutles
of thie committee are to help the pastor plan g years program of
evangelism, make all necessary arrangements, organize persomal workers'
group, assist in compiling prospect lists. This coumitiee is also to be
active in securing cther workers to serve in the evangelistic program of
the church.

The lay workers who will be the most effective soul-wimmers will be
those who have an absolute assurance of their own salvation, living a
holy life which is consistent with their profession of faith in Christe-
perseverance in service, persistence in prayer, having vision of the task
of soul wining, humble, cheerful, joyful mood who diligently study the
Bible and have & consuming passion of love for the souls of lost men,

women, boys and girls.
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oul-winning is & task so important and so difficult that training
for it is indispensable.
Persoual evangelists ars not Just born that way. Christians

do not become soul-winners by inheritance, nor by accident, nor

by being callsd to scme high task in the church cr upon some

mission field. Boul wimners are inspired by the Holy Spirit.

They are trained in the church. They gain experience by self-

mcumummummmmmmmm

efforts to win souls. Christ paid the price of death in

order to save souls; Christians xust pay the price of purpose

and consecration and self-discipline in order to win s o

Ons mist be soul-ninded to becems a pérsocual soul-winner.

It is true that a genuine experience of religion and a sound moral
character are of course absolutely indispensible, but these alone will
not enable a men or woman to do the work the Church requires. Special
gifts are nseded and these must be discovered and developed in spscial
training.

All kinds of evangslistic workers ought to receive training as
thorough as possible in the following: (1) the Bible es a whole in its
full scope as the record of God's revelation. (2) Christian doctrine.

A knowledge of the truths regarding God and man vhich are implied in the
Gospel, and an ebility to state them clsarly, both defensively and con-
structively. (3) Evangslism. The minister mist share in the studies
required for all evangelistic vorkers, pursiing them with greater complate-
neos. The New Testament, the Bistory of the church, and the conditions of
the modern church mist all be studied from ths point of view provided by
_ tha Munction of avangelism. The minister can help them specially in three

hlhnu, 9. git., p. 158,
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direcvions: through preaching, the message of salvation, and the
conduct of the varicus modes of the evangslistic agency in the chwrch.
Twn through persomal work. Again ve exphasize that Christians learn
the art of scul-wiming by actually seeking to win the lost. However
there is & certain amount of help %0 be obtalned from study of methods
as they are presented in books. Such stuiies can be carried cm in
classes of conparatively suall in size and Ly wethods of conference
as woll as by lecture.

The pastor who would effectively orgsnize his congregation and
train his wvorkers will utilize evexy month in the year as an opportunity
for training, as well as uwsing every method of training which can be
sucoessfully adapted to his parish. He vill tales sdvantage of the
lsadership training schools, week day classes, study courses, seminars,
conferences, special interest institutes. Wherever possible the wise
pastor vill share his gifts by teaching special classes in evangelism,
but above all he will seek to direct every meuber of his church into
those course of studiss which will lsad tlem to persomal discipline
and Chrdstian grovih,



PART IIX

THE MINISTER MUST PROMOTE AN EXTENSIVE PROGRAM

AND INACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE PARISH



CHAPTER VI1
THE MINISTER SEEKS 70 CONSERVE THE EFFORTS OF HIS WORK

T™he minister who is keenly conscious of his main responsibility
to "do the work of an evengelist" naturally finds himself confronted
with another difficult problem which is equally as important as
seeking to win souls to Christ and which should receive his pains-
taking attention. The most successful evangelistic program has in
its shadows the problem of conservation of the results of the campaign;
for many who are won to Christ soon begin to drift, or become indif-
ferent, or return to the world. Dr. Roland Q. Ieavell in his book
the "Romance of Evangelism" glves these startling statistics con-
cerning the stetus of those uniting with our churches.

20 per cent never prey. |

25 per cent never read their Bible.

per cent never attend church.
r cent never give to any cause.
cent never go to Sunday school.
cent never attend Sundsy evening service.
cent never give to missions.
cent never go to prayer meeting.
eent never have family worship. 1

ot never win a soul to Christ.
minister is confromted with the question, Why is this so?

A number of reasons could be given. One reason for this conditionm is

B8 EISBELY
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that there has come down to us an erropeous and mistaken notion of
evangelism and a wrong understanding of the purpose of becoming
Christians. It has long been thought that a person should become o

zlea?eu, 22' ﬁ.,‘ pQ 1“6-
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Christian in order to escape from hell and get to heaven. The empheais
has been placed on escepe from hell and living happily forever in
heaven. ‘The necessity of living the full Christ-like life in this
world has often been minimized or overlocked entirely; therefore,
this has resulted in a "falling awey", & growlng apathy and indif-
farence on the part of those who were converted to Christ. Another
reason 1s that the leaders thought that their work was completed
when the evangelistic campaign or revivel service was over; meny of
the leaders thought that their work wes done when souls were won to
Christ and their names were recorded on the rolls of the church,
Many churchea have been guilty of i:his practice; they have reported
many people wio have been "saved" or added to the church, then they
allow these people to etruggle for their own spiritual existence
and religious growth. This wanper of treatment can only result
in one thing for the new convert: spiritual death. Arthur C.
Archibald emphesives:
Evangelism, as traditionally defined, is not enocugh.

In most of our churches the door is cpened every Sunday

for the reception of new members. The door we have in

mind is the front door. Owr fatal blunder is that,

while opening the fromt door on Sundays, we leave the

back door open for the balance of the week. On one day

the new members walk inj cn six deys they walk out.2

Inagmuch as the minister is confronted with this problem, and
he is the one vhom God has called to lead the parish, he of necessity

mist seek to do something sbout this situstion vhich exists inm his

2Arty:cc G, Avenibald, nuéwg the Converts (Philadelphis:
The Judsm Press, c_-lm)). Pe . .
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own congregation. The question may arise, What must I do? There
can only be one answer, The minister must present an extensive
program for the integration of the new members snd rediscovery

and integration of the inactive members of his parish. The parish
minister's conservation program must therefore, if he would engage
in his chief function for effective evangelism 1n his parish, be
twofold: integration of new members and rediscovery end integration
of inactive church mewbers.

Integration of Wew Members

The minister vho feels his obligation to Christ and to his
menbers will be eager to stop this awful loss as well as to con-
time to help save the lost. To do this requires the careful and
prayerful planning on the part of the minister and meking provisions
for the religious instruction of ell converts apd for their imme-
diate enlistment in chwrch membership. The minister will feel this
responsibility even more keenly when he understande the meaening of
conservation and the process taking place within the new convert.

What do we mean by "conserved". Many seem to feel
that a convert has been conserved if he is faithful
to his church, attends it regularly, and supporte it
fineneially. We have known many converts wvho met this
threefold test, but of vhose real conservation to the
inrer meaning of the Christian gospel we are, to say
the least, doubtful. Perhaps the term "conservetion"
is not the best. As popularly understood, it mey
suggest a negative or passive attitude. The word
“development" may be superior. At least "development”
sugeests growth, movement, advence . . . . and the
convert 1s a living irdividual . . . . True conservetion
consists in the deepening and enlarging of those
Christisn attitudes of faith, reverence, surrender, love,
cbedience, co-operation, and service which are born with-
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in the soul in that holy momeni: of conversion when the

convert first says; "Here I am; I yileld myself utterly

to Thee."> .

The wew couvert is = nevborn bzbe and he comes hopefully expect-
ing the church to provide the gpiritual influences which will
help hin become adjusted te the new found life in Christ, and
be directed into positive chamuele of Clhristian living vhich
will lead 0 the highest Christian character and meke him secure
againat the Torces of the adversary who is never oplezsed when
one responds to the call of the Gospel.

The process for the fullest development of Chrilstian charac-
ter dnvolves several things which each new convert mnust experience.
The new convert must engage in regular worship, both public and
privata.

"If the church worship services fail to assist

the new convert to achleve a real feeling of devotion

to God they have failed their central purpose. Yet

ivef?ective as our worship services may ve they re-

mein the central End priuwary factor in the conservation
of our converts.”

This worship includes a confession of one's sing and failure, and
cultivation of proper habits of devotiomns. The pastor must know

what progress the Christian is wsking if he is to assist the con-
vert in esteblishing proper devotional hebits; therefore, he musi
remain close to the convert in years of developuent. The new con-

vert must also receive Ghristian instruction and experience the

3Ib:ld., P. 26.
YTbid., p. b3.
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mn fellowship of the church; for Christian personality grows most
[squrely under vern fellovship with other Christians. Effective
"fellowship in the chureh mist be planned and promoted. The new
convert should also receive the opport\m:lty to share his experience
1n the fellowehip of the church through service and to go beyond the
loca.'l. Ssgrégation with whvice of SHERLAG IR every day living.
‘Sharing of experience in service, regardleése of how limited it may
'Sd, helps to strengthen the Christiens » becauge they become stromg,
effective Christians to the degree that a conmviction as to the
stewardship of life becomes a controlling factor in their own lives.,
The nev convert should thorefore be enlisted promptly in some form
of Christian service.

The effectiveness of a pasior and the measure of
the contribution he can make to his church are to be

Judged, not alone by vhat he personally can accomp-

1ish, but also by the number of members he can effec-

%ively enlist in some form of Christlan service. The

pastor vho trains others, when he departs, will leave

behind him a strong, effislent church} but the pastor

vho has undertaken to do everything himself, leave

for the next pastor a group of church eripples.
Also included in the necessery experiences of the convert which de-
‘velops his character, is the privilege of witneusing to his new-found
faith in Christ. Every young convert should be taught how to use his
God-given power of speech in the service of Christ. Many are timid
and must be encouraged; many are afraid of the sound of their own
voice and must learn self-mastery. Witnessing to their faith in

Public 48 a vitsl exercise which promotes spiritual growth; this is

Tvid., pp. T2 2.
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one of God's appointed means for spiritual growth. God commends this
to be done, for He says: "Ye ere my witnesses, saith the Lord," 1Im
other words, this means the convert should de encouraged to become
a soul winner very early in his experience. Through his participetion
in personal evangelism, he will gain an ingight into the meaning of
the whole kingdom enterprise which will command his loyalty down
through the years.

Several steps may be suggested to the pastor who would success=
fully integrate the new members into the life of the church.

(1) Special spiritusl guidance at commitment time, The pestor
should meet the converts shortly after they decide for Christ to
welcome them and to explain briefly to them the meaning of the Christian
life and vhet is expected of them, and to encourege them to take up five
important habits of life--daily Bible reading, daily prayer, faithful
attendance at preaching services, tithing income for the support of
the wvork of the church, and witnessing to some other person about his
soul at least one a week-- and to aim at witnessing to a soul once a
day. It will also be very helpful if the pastor semds a letter of
welcome or a gift book on some subject related to spiritual growth and
church membership. The alert pantor will also visit the new convert
as soon as poesible within two to four weeks after he unites with the
church. The new Christian needs the friendly counsel and spiritual
edvice of his minister, and this visit in the home may be a great asset
- %o the comvert, In making such a call the main purpose is to discuss
‘&nd explain from the convert's viewpoint his prayers, his presence, his
gifts, and his service.
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(2) Bnrollment of new members in membership classes. The mem-

bership training classes offer the local church one of their greatest
unused opportunities to build Christian loyalty and sound churchman-
ghip. The loecal church is the training station where the Christian
recrult receives necessary instruction end treining in the arts of
his Christian werfare. The subject matter of these training classes
should include the Tfollowing: meaning of church wembership; Christian
dottrine; vhat the denomination stands for; stewardship and tithing;
and soul~winning and missions.

(3) Integration of the new comvert into the organizational 1ife

of the church. Immediately upon securing a commitment the pastor

should see that each organization to which the member is entitled

to membership by sex and age is given his name, address end telephone

nunber. The organisations are then expected to contact him immediately.

The new convert should have visits from appropriate classes snd organi-

zations. They can help him to feel at home, to share and express

himself in the Christian life. One of the most vital organizations

in the church is the church school; therefore, every possible sffort

should be made to enrcll every rew member in the church school. It

my be helpful to the convert end encourege him to serve by showing

him an enlistment cerd which conteins the organizational opportunities

in the church, and to ask the convert which oue he prefers to serve.
() Parish eompanion or sponsor. Ancther reperted successful

way in vhich new members mey be integrated into the life of the chwreh

is to bring the new member into happy and active membership in the
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church through the assigment of & "Fellowship Friend” .6 The pastor
gelects some individuel or femily who are sctive in the church and
vho ave aimilar in ege end interest. To this active member or family
the pew member is osoigned so that he will be looked after until he
becemes ot home end established. This fellowship friend may also be
ealled & sponsor. The duties of the sponsor are to visit the new
menber, encoursge him in the Christian life (perticulerly family de-
votions end church attendance), introduce him to others at church,
check contributions, call upen him if he 1s ebsent from church, end
inform the pastor of the progress of the convert.

There Should Be a Continuous Program of Training for the Convert

Opportunity for training should continue long after the convert
hag made his decision for Jesus Christ. The member should be re-
ninded again and sgain that he has a holy opportunity to serve Christ
end to accept His responsibility. 'he pastor should further encourage
the member to teke advantage of all opportunities of training which
bhe himself has carefully plamned through the years. ‘This training
program should have as its goel in so developing the convert that he
will become a well-trained lsader in the church.

Re-discovery and Integration of Insctive Members

The evangelistic work of the pastor must go a step farther than
seeking to integrate new converts into the life of the church, for

6s)don Crossland, How to Increase Church Membership end Attendance
(Wew York: Abingion-Cokesbury, ¢.19%9), P. 102 !
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there are many whose names are on church rolls who are almost. totally
inactive to the life of the church. In many churches, the names of
such perscns are placed in an inactive or dead file and the persoms
are soon forgotten; these files become the graveyard of the church.
™e re~discovery of inactive msmbers and reclaiming them to a renewed
loyalty to Jesus Christ and re-essimilation into active fellowship of
the church ere extremely important phases of the most adequate program
of evangelism,

It is true that the task of re<discovery anci integration of in-
active church members may be a difficult one, however it is & part of
the fleld of evangelism vhich cen be worked with fruitful success if
the pastor, along with consecroted Christian workers, will patieu_tly,
prayerfully and sacrificially give themselves to this beneficent en-
deavor, Agein the minister is the key persen in the local church
around wvhom Christ centers this great task. The minister may take
the following steps to assure success in re-discovery and integration
of inactive church members,

The Minister Seeks to Discover Who Are Inactive
And Where They Are to Be Found

Thic information may be obtained by compiling lists composed of
the names of those people who have been absent frem the worship ser-
vices, those who stopped comtributing regularly to the support of the
church, %The pastor can also encourage members to band in the names
of those members whom they know have not been attending the services
of worship and others who have dropped out of the church,
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The Minister Should Carefully Study Bach Case

BSuch questions should be asked as to the cirecumstances surrounding
the member vhich might have comtributed to his becoming inactive. The
member's home, cccupation, recreation, friemdships, and habdbits should
also be considered. The minister will sometimes find that members
dropped because of financial difficulties and the inabllity of the
husband or wife to attend the services have discouraged the other to
remain at home, the children which must be cared for or the like.

Then there are the fault finders, or those dissatisfied because of

the lack of friendliness or certain aespects of the church program

or certain péop]:a or even the miniater. Others have acquired tastes
and habits vhich made them uncomfortable at church, Ineluded in this
elass of people are the occasional sttenders who worship perhape thiee
times a year, Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas, Whatever the cir-
cumstance may be, the minister seeks to know and to evaluate the real
reasons for absenteeism along with his workers and seek to discover
the proper approach for each case., There are two distinctions which
should be mode in dealing with inactive church members. The first

is between the excuses that are offered and the reel reasons that

lie behind the excuses. The other distinction is between the tem-
porarily insctive and the permenently inactive members. The lone-
liness because of bereavement, personal illmess, bables to care for,
and overtime employment are perhaps temporary, vhile old age, invalld-
fam, and deafness are permanent in nature, Meny of these common ex-
cuses can be solved, therefore:
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T™he Minister Should Train His Workers How to Visit Verious Cases
and How to Answer Various Excuses Offered

The vorkers should be trained to handle certain difficulties in
a positive, constructive, persuasive and non-argumentive way. The
conversation should always be on the high l.avel of agreement and
after one has enswered many questions, criticisms, or objections es
tactfully as possible, one should alvays return to the main objective
of the visit. The wvorker should always bring the mind of the prospect
bagk to those broad foundations of our Christian faith, such es
God, Christ, the value of the church, Christian ideals, and Christian
charecter vhere there is substantial and friendly agreement. The
best approach, however, will be one of Christian love, kindness,
and deep concern, 2 genuine concern that reflects itself in the voice
and manmer of the worker for the immctive church member, the concern
of God lest he drift away.

The worker might elso use the enlistment card to an edvantage
to endeavor to discover any talents which the person might have or
any particular interest in certain organizations of the church into
vhich he might return to serve Jesus Christ in the church,

The Minister Should Also Seek to Integrate the Inactive Member
As He Did the New Convert

The returning member should receive a heerty welcome, and should
be made to feel that the church is glad he returned. The returning
member should be re-directed to opportunities of service, and be
sSurrounded by a sponsor or friend who will watch over him for a
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period of time to endeavor to help him become readjusted and discover
resources of spiritual fellowship which he never experienced before.
The returning member should be led into experiences vhich he will
receive fellowship, have the opportunity to share in serviece, op-
portunities to witness %o his feith. Above all the returning mem-
ber should be made conscious of tl;e fact that the time of his re-
turn vas a sacred time of re-dedication of himeelf to loyalty to
Jesus Christ and His church,



CHAPTER VIII
THE MINISTER MEDITATES ON HIS CHIEF FUNCTION

Great men of the past have alvays meditated upon their supreme
object of pursuit. This act of discipline, to a large degree, has been
Tesponsible for their achievement of suscess. The Christisn minister,
wvho represents th' greatest cause in the world, must also be a meditator;
he wust give himself wholly to hig work by giving thought to it. The
effective minister must be one vho meditates on the things which God re-
veals to him, and expescts him to do. 'I'hi.q necessarily applies to the
chief function of the ui.nilm. ,

In the preceding chapters we dismsﬁ tk2 chief function of the
~parish minister for effective evangelism in the modern Christian ehureh.
In this chapter we shall summarize this chief function for the purpose of
meditation.

The Preliminsry Btep: The Minister Studies the Btetus of
the Modern Christisn Church with Regard to Bvesngelism

The twentieth centwry entered into history and found the Christian
ehurch far removed from the traditional New Testameut Evangelism. While
fhﬂmmnumuimumwutmlmnnu-w
‘Protestant emh-.tununmmnsmmohunwa
_mliltumk. Thmmwmmmwmmntmmm
Mhm.mmitlmmwmlhl- The following are
‘_'ﬂdthoncumummmummmmniumm

Becondary issuss. In sows Christisn circles, the so-called social gospel
Omphasiting the ethical principles of Jesus has become 8o predominant that
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4he tack of evaugelism cannot be seen clearly, Liberalism and moderniem
lﬁ“ become the stumbliug block of others. Illusions. The illusion that
dﬁﬂsﬁi&n purture is sufficient for salvation and discipleship, end the
eupha.s:l.a on verious aspects of religious education as a form of evangelism,
m Tenets. Several tenets have captured the faith of many people who

have been persuaded that these tenets are acceptable altermatives o the

Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. In embrecing these tenets their faith
has i:een far removed from the Lord Jesus Christ and the cause of
evangelism has suffered. MNost of these tenets arve in one wvay or other
humanistic. They center all that iz worthy of loyalty on factors or
aspects of the humen world. These tenets ineclude, the secular democratiec
faith, Socialiem, Comunism, Natiopalism, and many non-Christian religions.
Hegativism. There is a spirit of negativism that is voiced in much modernm
art and literature and & variety of nihilistic moods which disseminates
thelr doctrines that the social order is so bad that for its own good,
destruction is desirable, independent from auy consiructive program.

Other Influences., The church has become too tolerant with many outside

influences and many of its members have become fearful of putting their
Christian religion first. The church has been persuaded to rely on other
things than the presence and power of the Lord Jesus Christ, the church
has often followed the trend of the world. Within the fellowship of the
church there are often fourd ambition, rivalry or conspiracy and an un-
certainty of thn “good newa," and many Curistians, (not having & deep
'Nliaiom !xparience) @0 not have anything to glve avay to others who
used Christ; consequently they have no zeal to win souls %o Jesus Christ.
Thte 15 an important factor because the Christian church cannot evangelize
Wmtil 1% 48 certain of its own Gospel and recaptures samething of that
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buoyaney of hope which the early Christians possessed. Christ must be
g0 present in word and life that the total life of the Christian church
expresses Christ with power in the community so that people will be cone
fronted with the good news of the Gospel and come to the point of decision
Qlﬂ gqu;tunt to Jesus Christ as their Baviour and Lord.

i There are several !ﬁoutw and recent trends in mngilhn which
have developed within the past several years which have scattered the
sparks of evangelism throughout the nation; however the church generally
has not become ignited by these sparks and still needs to be awakened to
its primary function. |

The membership of the church at large will not be awakened to engage
in its primary function by itself. This awakening must come, or should
coms, through the servants of God who are called, the minister who stands
as the leader of the congregation. When the ministry sees the responsi-
bility of the church clearly; vhen the minister has the flame of the Holy
8pirit burning within his own heart giving him the passion for souls;
vhen the minister possesses the New Testament message to win souls and is
informed as to the best method of interpreting this primary function of
the chureh to hﬁ congregation and the best methods of organizing to train
the congregation to spread the Gospel throughout the commnity and through-
out the world; and when the minister possesses a knowledge as to the
Promotion of an extensive program of integration of nev members and re-
discovery and 1ntog§-.t1cn of inaotive members evangelism will becoms a
Powerful spiritual flame; then the churches will generate spiritual heat
and power, many souls vill be won to Jesus Christ and the church vill be
effectively exscuting its main funetion. The winister may vell ask himself
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the question: What is the chief function of the perish minister for
effective evangelism in the modern Christisn ehurchf The chief function
of the parish minister for effective emgéum in the modern Christian
church may be swmed up in six worde of seripture: "do the work of en
evangelist.” This is a tremendous tesk vhich involves several definite
things vhich the perish nminister mst do.

The Minister Reviews the New Testament Instruction to the Church

Evangelism is central in Scripture. The Bible may rightly be called
the Book of Redemption or the Mamual of Salvation, for it is a Divine-given
volume, especially devoted to confronting mean with redemptive truth so that
men might be brought into right relationship with God and in turn, seek to
help others come into the same knowledge of the truth. The Bible contains
God's system of redemption and the method which God used to proclaim His
"good news" to the sinful who needed to be restored or reconciled unto
Himself. The Bible also contains the method which God recommends to His
followers who would do His will of evangelizing. Building on the
evangelistic foundation of the Old Testament, the Hew Testament, with its
peculiar evangelistic dynamic, reveels the will of God for His church and
for each member of the (hmrch. However, the centrality of evangelism in
the Seriptures mey be more clearly seep. im the Central Pigure of the Bible,
the Lord Jesus Christ who served a3 sn example for all Christians who would
vin souls. The New Testament portrays Jesus as & soul wimner vho mede
8pecial personal contacts with people under all mamner of circumstances,
and vhile doing so used every method of evangelism. The Loxd not only
Sexved as an example soul winner, but He commissioned His disciples and
every member of the clurch thereafter to do likevise. The central note of
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eyangelism is the great commlssion of the Master Soul Wimmer: "Go ye
iﬁoallthsworldandmuhthegospeltoevm creature; he that be-
i‘l.mth and is baptized shall be saved."

~ Evangelism is an imperative need in the world. The Gospel of Jesus
Christ is the world's greatest need; this is true in every experiemce and
in every relationship of life. A glance at the condition of the world a
11ttle before and during the life of Jesus Christ, the Master Evangelist,
magnifies this need. The Gentile world had probably reached its lowest
state of corruption and was conscious of their owm moral degradation. The
Jews were influenced by Herod the great and his sons who were adherents
to idolatry everyvwhere except in the city of Jerusalem. The pecople dise
respected the governmental leaders because of their bad example., In the
dispersion, people hated one another and their religion ims nothing mare
than a mechanism used for survival. They had failed to accomplish their
God-given mission which intended them to be the moral religious teachers
of the ancient world. The Galileans were more cosmopolitan in their
tolerance and far less scrupulously bigoted than the jews. While they
sought for personal honour they allowed the Hellenmic and other influences
to enter into their thinking; however, they remaiped true to the tradi-
tional beliefs of the Jews. The general state of religion also indicated
the imperative need for m].im. The Essenes, self rightecus wscetics,
who were scrupulous in all matter of ceremonial cleanliness abandoned the
world. The Sadducees, the aristooratic party which boasted of the member-
ship of the Priests, degenerated into "typleal opportusists” who strove to
hold fast their own rights, privileges and immmities. There were the
Pharisees whose main characteristic vas devotion to the Oral Law with its



i 83 .
mus of inferential tradition, and slavish revereuce for the lawyers,
seﬂhta and Rabbis; they ignored all that vas noble and most spiritual
!.‘a‘bha whole teaching of the 0ld Testament Scriptures, They substituted
outward observance for heart religion and trus holiness, The condition
of the world Just before and during the life of Jesus has been reflected
;.n every following period of history and again today in a marked degree
which vividly reveals an increasing used for evangeliem. The serious
fact 'is that there are so mauy lost people throughout the world who need
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. There is no village large or small, nor
rural comunity anywhere in the world where pecple are to be found, that
does not have within ite borders people who have not accepted Jesus Christ
as their personal Saviour. The deplorable condition of the world spirit-
ually presents a direct challenge to each Christian and especially to the
Christien pastor or minister (and says %o each of us, vhat are you going
%o do about 1t?) 2

The obJecfive of evapngelism. Evangelism is a word very ruch mise
understood by the Christian church; this perhape pa.rtian;v accounts for
the failure of the church to grasp her God-given responsibility of
evangelism and be effective in this holy calling. The objective of
evangelism is likewise too little understood by the church; consequently,
a church may be exerting much energy supposedly im the directiom of
evangelism, however in reality be functioning inm a'course whose aims and
objectives are far removed from evangelism. Many people mistakenly cou-
slder evangelism to be a method instead of a message and a process. '
Evangelism is the reaching out, or the coufrontation of sinful man with
the Gospel of Jesus Christ vith such & powerful impact that sinful men
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my be coms persuaded to agcept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and live
Christelike lives, The meaning and cbjective of evangelism are closely
related. The objective of evangelism is to make both the individual
and society Christian according to the ideals of the teachings of the
Lord Jesus Christ, It is a dymamie challenge to better living. In
other worda, the supremes objective of evangelism is salvation, the
complete salvation of the individual and society on the earth. This
msans, therefore, that there must be a continuous, aggressive effort
on the part of each Christian to seek to win every unsaved person within
reach regardless of race or nationality.

The Minister Reviews His Responsibility

The minister is the key to effective evangelism in the loecal chureh,
and because he has failed on many occasions to maintain his responsibllity,
the church has becoms spiritually ineffective, particularly so in the matter
of evangelism. Therefore if the losal church is failing to make 2 passionate
effort to present the claims of Christ and His kingdom to every man and
woman, and boy and girl in the surrounding commmnity who 18 not now living
forJuuChrtlt,thMM“tohM. This is due to the fact
that the church moves as her ministers move, for the preacher is the pivotal
man in the chureh, If the world is to be taken for Curist, the ministry
must have a passion and power to stir the people for aggressive service
for Jesus Christ. If the minister has no passion for souls, his congrega-
tiom will not have a paseion, for the congregation will reflact him. There
must be a revival of soul-winning interest in the pev.
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The subject of the minister's message. The message for the modern
minister, or for the Mﬂw of any age is the message of salvation by
grace, In every age God sent His messengers to His people to make known
%o them His saving grace. The Israelitish nation had been created in a
great act of God's redemptive power. As the need of Isrsel grew more
profound and with every new realization of human need God declared His
purpose and power to redeem and to save His people. This declaration 1s
the very essence of evaugelism and dates fram the deliverance of the
Children of Israel from the Egyptian bondage; for the message from that
time forth through the years was that Jehovah saves them that trust in
Him and God would not forsake His pecple. The messege of Jesus is the
subdntotthoninistar'anumvhowﬂ.dmmwﬁhdm.
The kingdom of God was the main theme of the preaching and teaching of
Jesus, The main themes of Jesus could be placed under three great heads:
God, Man and Life. God S0 loved man hat he sent Christ to bring forgives
ness of sins. Man was a sinful creature and Jesus proclaimed the Gospel
of Himself and emphasized that such persons might repent and be saved.
Life: tﬂlmubrtm'msumdhsusmmmwmae-
struction of sin which would result iu one's liviug an abundant life in
a sinful world. This life is the spirit of God in the heart of wan.
Jesus preached the good news of deliverance; he preaghed forglvensss; he
preached yedempbion; he preached that he had come to save the pecple from
their sins that they might heve eternal life. On the vhole the preaching
of Jesus was constructive apd full of hope.
serves as an exmuple of the subject matter of the preaching of the modern
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Lwn»..«ﬁ... They preached the fulfilment of the prophecy of the caming of
Onrist, His death end resurrection, Eis second coming, and the offer of
wﬁ...ﬁa.ﬂ.mur

This is the message of the modern wminister: Christ is our only
Saviour; everything for us today is in Jesus. There is no alternative,
for in no other name except the name of Jesus will man £ind salvatiom.
The message of the Gospel is a challenge for people to repent of their
sins and accept forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ; the emphasis is on
& change of heart and surrender of life to Christ.

EBffective evangelistic preaching. Freaching was one of the majar
factors in the New Testement evangelism. John the Baptist was a great
preacher of repentance, Jesus came preaching and continued to preach
throughout His public minmlstry. Jesus chose diseiples who became
dynamiq preachers of the gospel. The Apostle Paul was also a dynamic
preagher, The preaching methods of Jesus provide a perfect pattern for
the modern minister who would effectively engage in evengelistic preach-
ing. The methods of Jesus may be characterized in several ways: Jesus
maintained definite objectives. (Hs did His Father's will; He purposed
gﬁuguﬁggsﬁguomﬁgsgaﬁo
vital religion for rresent-day formal religlon; He sought to save the
lost; He purposed to quicken faith and hope in men; He purposed to break
the bonds of predjudice.) He made use of all occasions; He was ready to
preach the gospel anywhere pecple were to be found, under any circumstances;
He preached with awthority; He preached a God-glven message. Jesus also
Preached by exemplification. Jesus taught and preached by action as well
as by words. Properly to study His methods, one should begin vith His
birth; His death on the cross was an objest lessen. The chief glary of
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Jesus as a preacher 1s that he exemplified and personified everything He
taught, Jesus alvays is vhat He preaches. He could therefore say umto
all "I have given you an example." '

The Apostle FPaul offers us an exemplary method of preaching. Paul
expounded the Seriptures; he pleced the truth of the Gospel carefully
hfh%moﬂa@wmhiudtha?arsmotmsmhruth fule .
filuent of the Old Testament prophecies. In his ork at Corimth
another word is used to deseribe his method. He reasoned in the
synagogues and appealed to mind and heart. Paul persuaded Jews and
Greeks. In Rome we are told he preached the kingdom of God and taught
the things conceraning the Lord with all boldness. At Colossee we learn
yet another method of Paul. We read of him as sdmonishing and teaching
every man in all wisdom. The admonition was for warning and the Veach-

ing vas for instruction.
The Minister Examines Himself

The modern minister is often regarded as one who spesks words. How-
ever, the msin smphasis :I.anotuponthevordsalomwhichth minister
speaks. Christ has not called ministers to defend Him, for He can defend
Himself; He has called ministers to demonstrate Christ and to proclaim
Christ, in word and by life. A religion of words which is not a part of
life of the individual vho spesks does not mean very muchj a religion of
vords alvaye brealis down in a erisis. This trend of thought cuat_e’é:n
reflective attitude in the mind of the minister who would serve effectively
1 the Mtunchwaham makes him ask himself such questions as
vhether or net his religlon is a voice or echo, is it a comvietion or is it
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mqiﬁu,isitmawm,wiai.tunu-m,ori.aitau-
iigion of a book or 1s it the religion of a lifet As the minister re-
flects upon these questions several things ave -ﬁmsw for personal
exandination.

His call. All true ministry to God must begim here; there must be
a divine ocall. This call must in some way be the immsdiate appeal of
God to the soul; this call will not be primarily through the chureh or
& particular dencmination, but it 1s the intermal work of the Holy Spirit
urging one to preach the Word of the Lord. The Holy Scriptures emphasizes
God's call of men into His service in a marked degree,

His religious experience. The patural man can leaxn Hebrew and
Greek, and science and history and oratory snd theology, but no smount of
knovledge of this kind can qualify one to preach the Gospel or to laber
for souls. BSuch a one may amuse but he will not convict of sin; he may
touch the semsibilities but he will not awaken the conscience. Ministers
vho are lacking in religlous experience not only camnot bulld others uwp
in a faith and holiness which they do not possess; but they will be very
likely to bring down to their own level those under their care who have a
deeper experience than themselves. If & minister would be effective and
mu-m.rmumpum,mmmmu
saved himself. The most important qualification is persomal plety.
Following Jesus Christ and advancing from vigtory is the test of this
most impertant experience, comversion. It is the best evidence of
Chiristiautity and it is the power of presching.

His motives. There are many motives which move men im this age;
there are several vhich are peculiar to the minister. There is the motive
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of self-preservation, Someone called this motive an endeaver to obtain
success without work. A perason may euter the ministry and remain in
a_crviee simply as & result of merely persomal consideration, He may have
uﬂuﬂ.retomheauvmgawehomble_m. He may have the desire
%o make a living and choose this as a unique way %o do so. There is also
the motive of self-aggrandizemsnt. Some ministers are in the ministry
because of the desire for social distinction or because of the desire for
attraction or publicity. Ministers wvho are motivated by this impulse
sometines resort to plaglarism, for they use the sermons of others in-
stead of bard word. Still another motive is suggested by the Scriptures.
"It is more bleesed to give than %o receive.” The highest motive must
be one in vhich there is no selfishness, ’

The true motive of the ministry is that nntive of inner campulsion,
or strong personal attachment to Jesus Christ. It is the motive which
Jesus exemplified and said: "Know ye mot thet I must be sbout my father's
business; I must work the warks of him that sent me."

His methods. Every true preacher should endeavor to employ the best
methods in his ministry. The best method of preaching is the evangelistic
method. All preaching that is really to count must be in some sense
evengelistic, for every person who would religiously bless the world inm
the higheat degree must be at heart a soul-vimmer. The pastoral function
is mothing more or less thau to watch over the sheep to tring those who
are straying back to the fold. This means that all preaching must be
evengelistic; for preaching, to be Christien at all, must be a declaration
of the word of God- - this word about God and about His purpose in Christ
for man. Evangelistic preaching is the statement of the message of
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salvation, the settlng forth of what God has done in Christ to make
possible His salvation to all vho will receive it. It is not sny
special type of sermon or method of preaching necesserily, although
the effective minister will take advantage of the best methode which
God has given; it is not merely talking ebout conversion or the specisl
needs of men, nor the making of appeals or the presemtation of powerful
challenges that men should swrrender o God. These clements or topics
mey properly fipd thelr place within the evangelistic message but at
‘heart it is the presentation of the good news of what God kes done to
bring men back to Hlmself, a presentation which caxrries with it the
dmperative thot thoge who hear must either accept or reject what God
had done through Jesus Christ. Effective cvengelistic preasching there-
fore involves seversl things. The minister should have a deminant thems,
a person rother than an idea or truth in the ebsiract. Evengelistic
preaching also involves a definite aim. If this aim is %o be realized,
the sexmon must contain the ingredients of man's need, the Gospel of
God's act in Jesus Christ and the response of falth. Effective evangelis-
tie preaching also iuvolves a systematie study of the Bible and lmmen
nature. Careful preparation of the sermon is also necessary. Whether
~the sermon is written and committed to memory, written and reed or not
writlen at all, it ought o be esvefully concelved and thoroughly pre=
pared.

e Minister Cbserves His Fleld

The Home. mﬂmmtbeatnamtorumhihm
fruition without the interest and sharing of the emtire family which
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constitutes what we call the home. God works owt His saving purpose
mthe limes of human nature and the home is this divine institution
thiough which He seeks to work. The hame s the most potent influence in
the Wﬁmﬂt of personality. Whether one wishes it or not; learning
constantly takes place within the family circle; it uever ceases. Ideas
are fashioned and the emotional quality of the femily relationship transe
forms ideas into prejudices and ideals and purposes. Because of these
and other important factors the houe may be sald %o be the most effective
means of Christian education.

A better yeason for the evangellsm of the home lies in the fact that
God has ordained the home to be the cemter of evaugelism. In both 014
and New Testamente there is an emphasis on the home as belng the seat of
evangelism and religious education,

The fomlly of today has degenerated to a general secular attitude
because it is set down in an urben civilieation, in which msuy or most of
the decisions for living are made without regard to the moral lavw or a
persomal God through Jesus Christ. There is either indolence on the part
of the parents by thelr own lov type of religious experience or uo re-
Uglous experience at all. If religion 1s to be a joy and strength to
th‘l: if they feel it to‘boéh_;rdéu or if they have no religious exs
perience they vill naturally be uswilling to, or be imcapsble of sharing
those Becessary snd vital tnfluences wiich be most valusble %o their
ohildren and raise the standard of the home. |

nmumwwtmummumm
MM'mummna‘miﬂannﬁm: a repeval on the
part of the paremts of the semse of their own obligation to Jesus Christ
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qutbp sense of obligation for their children's knowledge of Christ.
m chief function of the pastor clearly shines forth as one who ob-
serves this field and endeavors to help create a ehristian atmosphere
in each home through the medium of evangelism. Several suggestions
@y be offered to the pastor. The pastor should be a constant visitor
in the homes of the people of his parish, carrying the message of
Christ with him; preach sermons on the home, elevating Christ as the
head and unseen guest in every home; encourage the officers amd Mﬁrs
of ‘the church to make regular visits to the homes under his supervision.
Visitation lists can be prepared and distributed among the officers and
leader; regular letters frou the pastor with Christian literature en-
closed will also be helpful to make each home Christian; special home
services, or family services, at which time members invite families
living nearby the church and in the conmunity where the members live,
may sexrve to introduce Christ into many more homes and encourage the
parents to make their homes Christ-centered.

The Local Church. The local church congregation is the immediate
field which affords the pastor the umique opportunity to engage in the
work which has been assigned to him by the Lord Jesus Christ. The pastor
is the divinely appointed evangelist of his own congregation, and the
minister Wwho seeks the highest good of kis congregation will do as the
Apostle Paul has exhorted i his epistle to Timothy: "do the work of an

In thinking of the minister engaging in his duties as a parish
evangelist it is wot meant that the minister who realizes his obligation
shall proceed to add new machinery-to that which he alveady has in
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wﬁm, It may happen that his deepened semse of duty will suggest
,’“ iines of action. What is most needed in most congregations is not
that ‘he pastor do something more or other than he is doing; but that
he Yealize as he has perhaps never yet doue, that his primary work is
that of an evangelist. His chief function 18 to endeavor to win lost
men; women, boys mud girls to the Lord Jesus Christ. A number of well
known yet ordinary methods lend themselves to effective evangelism in

the local church: Cordusting the public worship servicas; Sometimes
there is o distinction drawn between the so-called ordinary or regular
éarv!.ca held in the church at stated hours on Sundsy or the mid-week
gervice and the so-called evangelistic mting vhich may be held in the
saxe bullding et different hours or on other days. However; vheaever
wvorshlp services are held, the spirit of evangelism ought to characterize
the whole conduct of public worship. The minister ought to so discharge
hie duties in the pulpit so that in each act of worship Jesus Christ
shall be 1ifted up before all in attendance as the Saviour and Lord.
This may be done ir tlLs prayers, songs of pralse, the offering, most
assuredly the sermon, end the edministering of the ordinances of the
church. The work of visitetion. Visitation is a very good medium for

the pastor to cover his field, the local congregation, In pastoral
visitetion there is a wide area of opportunity. The pastor visits the
sick and shyt-ins, the bereaved, others in trouble. Many of such calls
8re in the hame. There is the opportunity to emcourage and help perents
in the evangelism of the hame and there 1s the opportunity far the pastor |
to epeak personally to the unsaved parents, children or other relatives
end friands wvho may be present. The minister may uot always speak
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dmatlv of Christ, but he must wituess for Christ by his actions and
m 4n ‘the presence of those whom he visits, The Church School. This
aoparlmen'b of ‘the church affords the pastor a wonderful opportunity to
evaugelize. Perhaps the most effectivé work viich the parish minister
can do for his Sunday school will be in the comnection of imspiring,

end training his teachers and officers. He should primarily set before
his leaders the evangelistic aim of the work and guide them in its reali-
zation. Additional opportunities for the parish mimister lie in his
spoald.ng %o groups within the local church, the Bible class or other
seuxiliaries of the chureh., With tact and love he can stimulate the
members to be soul-winners and appeal to the unsaved 1f such should be
present. '

The Community. The local church of necessity mist look beyond the
valls of the local church into the commmity in which it is located for
there is a fertile rield resdy to harvest which needs the services of the
church. In the cammity 'bhere are various classes of people who need
the Gospel of the ma a'esus christ. The individual may be very poor,
he may be a working man or a capitalist, he may belong to one of the
groupe imto which society is divided; but the fact is he is a man, one
fﬂ?m'ehrist died; and as such in his mere humanity stands iu God's
Blght as the object of His grace and love: The New Testament local
cliizmhu‘ vere nerve cenﬁa‘r’s of evangelism; aud serve as a pattern for
J-ocalvshmnu ofmagasmvwmmamc spiritual impact upon
m Cmity.

' Me wminister has mot done his duty if he has left one soul im his
tare uhsought by definite indivicual appromch. The wnsaved in the
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. commnity around the local church are the field of respousibility
«..of the pastor and his congregation.
4. The vorld. The evangslistic outlook penetrates even
further than the local church and the community, for "into all the
world," the words of Jesus apply. Not only in the "persomal worlds"”
about us, but the "geographical world"” as well. The local church is
. responsible for the support of missions in all parts of the world.
The local church is responsible for inspiring young pecple to respond
%0 God's call on the mission f£ie1d,

The chief function of the pastor again finds its responsibility
t0 be the main instrument in the local church to see that there 1s a
continuous flow of missionary workers, finance and needed supplies.
The local congregation must be "sold on the idea" that it is her
. vespuasidility to aid in the work of Christ in other lands. The
 minister must be this salesmen vho constantly reminds his fiiends of

this divine commission to his people.

6. Tue Manister Grganises His congregation for Evangelisn. At
this point the minister should ask himself a few pertinent questions.
Are ve realy concerned sbout those who do mot yet know Jesus Christ?
Is my congregation actuslly committed to vinning peopls for Christ is
. 1t more or less an aftarthought?! Is my cougregation really organized
© %0 vin the unchurched, or is Wy church program more or less a
"hit-and-miss” propositiont? If we have missicmary orgenizations in
the congregation, are they actuslly concerned sbout enlisting mare
~ Peopls in personal mission work, or do they have the idea that it is
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the work for other members of‘tho congregation to do?t If the
.pastor, the leaders of the cox;@egat:lon and the entn;o congregation
would frankly look at themselves in the light of such gquestions
and others vhich are equally important with regard to evangelism,
no doubt they will come to the realization that sowething must be
done immediately in order that the congregation be arcused to engage
in its chief function. The congregation's chief concern therefore
18 to be toward those men, women, boys and girls outside the ranks
of Christiandom, in the home, in the commmity and in the far
cormers of the world. For best results the congregation must
endeavor to do its work for Christ in a systematic mazner. Tuere
is certain to be confusion vithout a definite program to do.

Bsfore any successful work of lay evangslism can coms into
being, the gverage church must be given renewed conviction of this
great mission. This 1s the pestor's responsibility and the pulpit
vhich he occupies gives him eth wonderful opportunity.

a. A congregationsl evangelistic program is prepared. With
the main objective being to establish and keep in operation e year-
round evangelistic program, the minister procesds to prepaxe a
Program of evangelism vhich will have at its ceuter the chief concern
. Of vorking at this main business of soulvimning day after day in such
' & manmer that the greatest results vill be cbtained from the effort
Wiich may be spent. Tnis iuplies that the minister vill use every
mathod of evangelism available vhich he can successfully adapt to his
~ Own parish, and that he will go before all the organizations of his
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church, at their very next meetings, to explain that es a part of the
ehwrch they now become centered on the task of evangelism. There are
& pumber of methods which have been fruitful, vhich may be suggested
%o the minister.

Visitation. A program of visitation in the church is the
systematic endeavor to follow the example of Jesus Christ. The pro-
gram of visitation may take on several forms: the year-round cone
gregational program. A certain afternoon or evening is set aside,
usually once a month for visitation. Another form is the visitation
campaign; & campaign set for a specific time, perhaps for one ar two
veeks or as desired by the pastor. There is what may be called in-
dividual or spontanscus visitation, when visitors go at will as they
are led of the Holy Spirit to visit certain perocpls.

Church Attendance Crugades. This can be & very effective meaus
of vimning people to Christ as well as & stimulus for inactive members
to retwrn to the regular attendance in the fellowship. From time to
time we need to stir the members of the congreagation and its auxiliary
organizations to a fresh loyalty to the services and activities of the
church, however to a greater loyalty through love to Jesus Christ. The
meed for such crusades is presented to the heads of all Wunches and
management of such prospects. Goals are set for Sunday School and every
other department and an attenpt mde to resch new and higher goals.

Prsaching Sarvices. Bvery servios should b e evangelistic
8Service; hovever, there are cartain times when schedulsd services for
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& week or more may prove valuable as an instrumat for exriching the
; spiritudl 1ife of the congregation and result ia souls being won to
Jesup Christ. These service: should be carefully plammed and gives
as mych publicity as possibdle. The pastor should encourage every
mexber of the congregation to attend these serviess sud to Lring as
__ many uncaved peopls os possible Yo share in the expsrience.

The Sireet Service. The street service has long been an effec-
tive method of reaching individuals who pass by. When prayerfully
Plammed by consecrunied workers it cam be the means of introducing wany
to the Lord Jesus Christ. The repid progress of socisiy has discouraged
twse forms of evangelistic approeches and many pecple of the chureh
have considered them out-moded and lecking in dignity. BHovever thoy
are methods which vere used by the Mester of Evengelism, the Lord
Jesus Christ; and vhatever Jesus did could never be said tc bLe lacking
in dignity.

S Church on Wheels, A comperetively vew way of adepiing the
mwthods of Jesus to the modern eituation is the "charch on vheels®,
evangelistic program of the Cemtrel Baptist Church, 8t. Louis, Missouri.
This program has two phases. The Bus Hunday School and the preaching-
visitation phace. The first phese is teaching and visitation evangelism.
The church bus ie sent to depigneted areas each Bunday morming et 9345 AM.
%0 "oar#y the church o the people.” The neighbarhood 1o canvassed aud
ohilaren are invited to attend the Swnday Bcheol classes o be held in
Wa bus, The secoud phase is the presching service. During the warm
Weaiber months services ave held oudoors meer the bus, and during the
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cold weather months the services are held inside the bus. The
.mms consist of hymn singing, the reading of the scripture,

" testimonies, and the presching of the Gospel.

__b. The minister notes vhare the Pecple are. One thing vhich

' chs;i;cterized the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ was definitensess

" and the fact that He went vhere the pecple were. In arder to go

_ Where the pecple were the Lard had to first know where they vers.
U have hriedly W generally defined the minister's £ield of

. evangelistic endeavor as the home, the community, the world at large,

. and the local congregation. However the minister should take a more

. detailed glance in the direction vhere the unsaved to be found. As

; the minister looks about he cbserves that the unsaved may be located

; through two general sources.

Inside the local church. The church school rolls, the church
service register (or visitors' register), the persomal contacts by the
_padtor and names which meubers may submit are several vays which the

,‘. minister may cbtain the names of the unsaved and unchurched christians.
_ ‘ Outside the local church. A selected area survey, religious

" census, and personal observation by the members vwho are encouraged by
- the pastor to cbserve where there is an obviocus need for the Gospel of
Jillfsmut and to make contacts in institutions, other places of
business and schools vhere they would like the church groups to con-
' duct varship service and to proclaim the Gospel.

¢. The minister appoints workers. The minister, baving observed
| his £1213 and prepared his progrem, maturally directs his attenmtion
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to the enlistment of those persons who will execute the program. A
uecessary approach will be that the winister looks for workers in
every department of his chureh and there seeks to revitalize and
wtilize such organizations in the soul-winning program. As the
minister locks about his congregation he sees metiw vorkers a-
mong the faithful attendznts at church services: thoss Who sxpress con-
cern about the congregation; thouvhommvinstluﬁnsﬂomineo
called minor ways or "on their own"; those whoss professiomsl or vocas
tional skills suggest similar opportunities for eervice in the congre-
eation; those who in the Sunday School or other auxiliaries who give
evidences of willingness and ability to serve; those who helped along
on some project years ago; those who are retired from their occupatioms;
and those vho are shut-ins.

The minister in many instances can select peopls who will be
valuable in this work of kingdom building; however; in too many cases,
the leader does not know who is capable of doing this work. It must
be remsnbered that culture, socisl position, and facllity of speech
are ngiguarantes to effectiveness, for a man or vomn of limited
ability and training vho is deeply and jrayerfully imterested in soul
vinning can be more effective than the wost fucile apd cultwred indivi-
dual who éwters the work just to please the lesder. The voluntery
mthol of securing vorkers seems to be the best mthol, for ususlly
“‘volutiteers are those who are st the start vitally interested and com-
oernad .

Vhatever mthod be used by the pastor to enlist his workers, he
needs %o arganize them systematically for services. The minister
should have working closely with him a leader of evangelism, a speclal
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_’I';"I.a‘nu'hnt vhose main duties are related to the evangelistic program

| of the church. The person should be consecrated to Jesus Christ and
have a passion for souls, a knowledge of the Bibles and skill in
 working vith pecple. A committee of evangelism should be organized,
congisting of five to twelve members, the number varying according to
the size of the church being served. Members of this committee should
be thoroughly Christian, consistent in their relation to the church and
e deeply interested in evangelism. While a few members are delegated
| to serve on this committee, the pastor should aim at having every mem-
ber of the church to be on this commitiee. The specific duty of this
comnittee 1s to help the pastor plan a year's program of evangelism,
make all necessary arrangements, organize personal workers' group,
assist in compiling prospect lists. This committee is also to be
active securing other workers to serve in the evangelistic program of
the church.

d. The minister trains his workers. Itistrwthatagtmim
experience of religion and a sound moral character are of course
absolutely indispensible, but these alone will not enable a man or
woman to do the work that the church requires. Special gifts are
. Deeded and these must be discovered and developed in special training.
A1l kinds of evangelistic workers ought to receive training as
thorough as possible in the following: the Bible, Christian doctrine,
 evangelism. The New Testament, the history of the church, and the

conditions of the modern church must all be studied from the point of
~Viav provided by the function of evangelism. The minister can help
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" them specially in three directions: through preaching the message

of salvation, conduct of various modes of evangelism in thé church and
-’thrOugh personal work. Again we emphasize that the Christian learn the
art of soul winning by actually seeking to win the lost.

The pastor who would effectively organize his congregation and
train his workers will utilize every month in the year as an opportunity
for training, as well as using every method of training which can be
. successfully adapted to his parish. He will take advantage of the
lsadership training schools, week-day classes, study courses, seminars,
conferences, and special interest institutes. Wherever possible the
wise pastor will share his gifts by teaching special classes in evan-
gelism; but above all he will seek to direct every member of his chwrch
into those course of studies which will lead them to a personal dis-
clpline and Christian growth.

7. The Minister seeks to conserve the efforts of his work. The
minister vho is keenly comscious of his main responsibility to "do the
vork of an evangelist,” naturally finds himself confronted with another
difficult problem which is equally important as seeking to win souls to
Christ and should receive his pain staking attention. The most success-
ful evangelistic program hes in its shedows the problem of conservation
of the results of the campaign for many who are won to Christ soon begin
to drift, or become indifferent, or return to the world.

The minister is confronted with the question, Wiy do they drift,
~ Vhy do they become indifferent ar return to e world, uitr is this so?

A musber of reasens could be given. One reason for this condition is
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‘"that there has come down to us an erroneacus and mistaken notion of
;{'f'mpnMMawmmmumgofmm«ucma
E".\-'chr:l.l'bhn. It has long been thought that a person should become a
" Christisn in order to escape fram hell and get to heaven. The em-
phasis has been placed on escape from hell and living happily in
heaven. The necessity of living the full Christelike 1ife in this
world has often been minimized or overlooked entirely; therefore,
this has resulted in many "falling away,” a growing apathy and ine-
difference on the part of those vho were once converted to Christ.
Anathor reason is that the leader thought that their work was come
Pleted vhen the evangelistic camprign or revival service vas over.
Many of the leaders thought that their work was done when souls were
won to Christ and their names were racorded on the rolls of the Church.
~ The new members have been allowed to struggle for their very spiritual
- existence.
Inasmuch as the minister is confronted with this problem and he
' 16 the one whom God has called to lead the parish, be of necessity
. mst seek to do samething about this situation which exists in his own
congregation. The question may arise, What must I do? There can be
only one answer. mmuurmtmvmmminmm
. the integration of the new members and rediscovery and integration of
the inactive members of his parish. The parish minister's conserva-
' ‘tion program mist, therefore, if he would engsge in his chief function
. for effective evangslism in his perish, be twofold: integration of
. DeV meubers and rediscovery and integration of inactive church members.
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| 8. Integration of New Meabers. Tue minister who feels his
| W,.._ﬁgﬁﬁsnﬁrapﬂsggéiggagg

" awful loss as well as to continue to help save the lost. To do this

_ Tequires the careful, and prayerful planning on the pert of the minister

. and making provisions for the religious instruction of all converts and

 for their immediate enlistment in church membership. The minister will

: feel this responsibility even more keenly when he understands the
mesning of conservation and the process taking place within the new
convert. The new convert is a newborn babe who comes hopefully ex-
pecting the church to provide the spiritual influences which will help
him become adjusted to the newfound life in Christ. The process for
the fullest development of Christisn character involves several things
vhich each new convert must experience. The new convert must engage in
regular worship. The new convert must also recieve Christian in-
struction and experience the warm fellowship of the church; for
Christian personality grows more securely under warm fellowship with
other Christians. The new convert should also receive the opportunity
to share his experience in the fellowship of the church through service:
and to go beyond the local church with service of sharing in every day
lving., Also included in the necessary experiences of the new convert
is the privilege of witnessing to his nev-found faith in Christ.
, Seversl steps may be suggested to the pastor who would success-
. fully integrate the new members into the life of the church. Special

~ SRirdtual guidance at commitiment time, ﬂuuﬂeﬂﬁﬁpiﬂﬁ.

| converts shortly after they decids for Christ and to welcome ‘them and to
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riefly explain to them the weaning of the Christisn life and what
4is expected of them, and encourage them to take up five importent
%‘inmu of Life: daily Bible reading, daily prayer, faithful atten-
ag.nce st preaching ﬁarviées » tithing for the support of the church, and
witnessing. EBuroll new mewbers in membership ciasses, The local church
0 e tradning #totton iers S QAR SRGNAT A e necessary
‘1natruction and training in the arts of his Christian warfare. The
subject matter of these training clasges should include the following:
meaning of Church membership, Christien doctrine, what the denomination
stands for, stewardship, tithing, and soul-wimning and missions.
Intergrete the new converi into the organigational life of the church.
Immediately upon securing a commitment the pastor should see that each
organization to which the member is entitled to membership by sex and
age is given his name, address and telephone number. The organizations
are then expected to contect him immediately and visit him as soon as
possible to offer encouragement end help him become adjuated in church
organizational work.
W. Another yeported successful way in which
hev members may be integrated into the life of the church is to bring
the rev merber into a:hqffyandactivp menibership in the church through
the assigmment of a parish campanion, or sponsor, or & "fellowship
. friend." The pastor selscts some individual or family who are active
in the church who are similar in age and interest. To this active
| member o femily the new member is assigned so thet he will be looksd
 after uatil he becomes at houe and estsblished.
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j:;ifim”sh_mg;_g ‘be & continucus progrem of training for the comyert.

o,pmmty for training should continue long after the convert has

f made his decision for Christ. The pastor should further encourage the

 nmember to teke mdvantage of all opportunities of training which he hime

- gelf has carefully planned through the year. This training program

‘ should have as iis goal in to developing the convert that he will bes.
come a well treined leader in the church.

be Rediscovery and Integration of Inactive Members. The

evangelistic work of the pastor mst go a step ferther than seekirg to
integrate new comverts imto the life of the church, for there are many
vhose nemes are on church rolls who are almest totally inactive te the
life of the church. It is true that the task of rediscovery and in-
tegration of inactive church members mey be a difficult ope, however
1t 18 a pert of the field of evangelism which can be worked with fruit-
ful success if the pasw along with consecrated Christian workers, will
patiently, prayerfully and sacrificially give themselves to this
beneficient endeavor. Again the minister is the key person in the

. local church eround whom Christ centers this great task: The minister

may take the following steps to assure success in rediscovery and
integration of inactive church members: The Minister gceks to discover

. ¥ho are inactive and where they are to be found. Tis information mey

~ be obtained by compiling lists composed of the mames of those people

_ Wko have been abgent from worship services, those who stopped con-

- tributing regularly to the support of the church. The pastor can also
.mmmmmmmaofwwﬁmmwm
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3 .'_' have not been attending the serviees of worship and others who

have dropped out of the church. The Minister Should carefully study
each cage. Such questions should be asked as to the circumstances
gmmd,ing ‘the member wiich might have contributed to his becamiag
inact!.ve such as the members home, occupation, recreation, friendships,
- and habits. There are two disincilons wiich should be made in deeling
with the inactive church member, the first is between the excuses

that are offered and the real reasons that lie behind the excuses.
The other distinction is between the temporarylly inactive and the
ermarently inective members. The Joneliress cause of bereavement,
personal illness, babies to cai'e for, and overtime employment are
perhaps temporary, while old age, invalidism, and deafness are
Permanent in nature. Many of these common excuses can be solved.

The mindster should train his workers how to visit various cases, The

workers should be trained to handle certain difficulties in a positive,
. comstructive, persunsive and noneargumentive way. The donversation
should alvays be on the high level of sgreement and after ome hss
answered many questions, criticisms, or objectlons as tactfully as
possible cne should alweys return to the mein objective of the visit.
e worker should slways tring the mind of the prospect back o those
w foundations of our Christien faith, such as God, Chriet, the

~ Value of the church, Christian ideals, and Christian character vhere
- there 18 sustantial snd friendly sgreement, The best approach,
bowever will be one of Christisn love, kindness, and deep comcern, a
€enuine concern thet reflects itself in the voice and mamner of ¥he
Vorker for the insctive church member the concern of God lest he
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- drift awvay. minister should also seek to integrate the inactive
. member s he did the new convert. The returning member should receive
'a hearty welcome and should be made to feel that the church is glad

he retwrned. The returning member should be redirvected to oppor=
tunities of service and be surrounded by a sponsor or parish come

panion or friend who will watch over him for a period of time to

- endeavor Yo help him become readjusted and discover resources of

gpiritual fellowship which he never experienced before. The returning
meniber, above all should be made conscious of the fact that the time
of his retwn was a sacred time of rededication of himself to loyalty
to Jesuws Christ and to his church.

As the minister mediates on his chief function, he becomes
reasswred that his chief function is to "do the work of an evangelist,"
and in particular es a pasior, who endeavors to engage in this chief
function for effeciive evangelism in his modern Christian church, he
vill fwriber accept the admonition of the great Apostle Paul:
"Meditate upon these th ive 1f wholly to them; that
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