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CHAFTER I

WHY SEARCH FOR THE BASIC CONTENT OF COSPELT

What %8 the baslc gontent of the Christiasn fospel?
Why ettemplt to determine what 1t 1s that makes any message
gospel?Y As a church, we are very inslatent that we are a

gospel procleiming people. 1If that is the case, we need to

know what it is that we claim to speak when we speak., The
very term "gospel® is used s0 often that 1t can readlly be
used in place of that which 1t supposedly nemes--the elements
that compose i%t. For example, it is not enough to aay, "The
is to be believed.” The person sddressed must lmow
wnat it is thet composes that which he is to beliesve, Have
we often aubstituted the label for the thing itself? There
ere cocuntless numbers of lebels and titles for the gospel,
pvoes the label give sufficient information to satisfy the
standards of the content of that which must be preached?

e need aver to remind ourselves that while we continue
to claim that we preach the gospel, 1t can hasppsn all too
readily that we have ceased to be proclalmers of it. The
spectey of the rharisees will never vanish.

If the basic content of the Chriatign Gospel could be
determined, the Christian psstor would have some meens of
evaluating his preaching progrem and his individual sermon
to see if they adequetely contained the basic ingredients of
this kerygme content. 4t 1s one thing to have the nudie@ce
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supply whatever the gospel is, es it listens to a perticular
offering from 1ts pastor; 1t is cuite another for the pastor
to have 1t in print, to say it in so many words. Because,
by the grace of God, the listeners may supply the gospel
more often than we realize, it does not follow that the
responsibility for speaking the gospel has been removed.

4 study made two years sgo br William Backus hes helped
to focus attenticon on the merit of this tople. After setting
up certain oriteria for sn adequate content of the kerygme,
Hr, Boelus proceceded Lo analyze some two hundred ssrmons from

various editions of the Concordis Pulpit chosen by a random

sampling method. These sermons, while possibly not typiesal
of Missocuri Synod preeching {in that they could be assumed %o
be asmong the best or better rather than the average), could
certainly be assumed to meet the traditional standards of
Lutheran preaching, because those agked to submit sermons for
publication would make certain that the centrsl feasture of
Lutheren preaching, the gospel, would be presented in adequate
terms. By f{ar the majority of those sermons enalyzed, however,
failed to present the kerygme in adequate terms,

St., Paul puts the problem scuarely before us in the tenth
chapter of his epistle to the Romens when he says, "But how
are men to call upon Him in Whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in Him of Whom they have never heard?”
And how shall they belleve on Him of Whom they have never
heard? 4What must they then hear to be surs of hearing Him?
Can we perheps judge thet there is at times s lack of believing
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and & lack of the strengthening of felth, becsuse people sasre
not told adequately of Him on Whom they sre to belisve, and
through whom thelr falth iz to grow?

Finally, we might suggest the obvious as s reason for
this paper, the doctrine of the means of grece., It is our
gonviction that God deals with us through toocls and devices.
As fer as we know, He does not deal with us unless 1t is
through these tools., If the tool which He has deslignsted
1s not used, we eliminate from the outset any possibllity of
God's being eble to desl with us in the way He would desire.
Recall agsin Luther's explanation to the Third article, "I
belleve thet I cannot by my own reason or sitrength believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ or come to Him, but the Holy Chost
must call me by the GOSFEL . - " If the gospel is not
spoken (by that we mean the contents that make up the gospel),
then nothing godly can happen. For it is through the kervgma
and the kerygme slone that God’s will is done on earth as it

ig in heavsn,



CHAPTER II

. THE SCRIPIURES AND CBERTAIN NIHETERNTH AND THAENTIETH
CENTURY CHRISTIAN WRITINGS DETCRMINE TRIS CONTENT
In our etitempt to arrive &t an answer to the qguestion,
"ihat 1s the basic content of the gospel?™ we shall first
‘exsmine the words which have a reletionship to the fundamental

New Testament wordss guangelion, kerysso, and kerygme.

Akoe, Pepleroo, Parresiazomal

Akoe is employed once to vrefer to the message heard but
does not go on to define theat maasagenl Peplerco is ussed once
in connection with the phrase "gospel of Christ."™ st. paul
uses it in this way to indicate his desire to win obedience
from the Gentiles, by word and dsed, by the power of the

Spirit. Parresiagomal is used once wilth the phrasa "in the

Nume of Jesus."® It 1s used in conjunction with Paul's very
early activity in Damascus after his conversion,

Dislegomal, Laleo

Dislegomel is used twice, In one csse it is employed

to desoribe Paul's spesking to the people of Troa304 The

lgeb, 432,
2Rom. 1539,
Spets 9:27.
470ts 2037,
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second instance refers to his long speech during which
Butychus fell out of the winﬂow.5

Laleo is used some elx timee. In one instance 1t refers
To Christ’s activity when He hesled the paralytic.,6 Christ
here assures the paralytic that his slns are forgiven and
that the Son of Men hes power on earth to forgive sins., 4
second time 1% is used Logether with the phrase “"word of the
Lord," and seems tc be equated with the gospel,? though the
gospel is not further defined. Another usage is that which
connects it with "word." Once it describes the action of the
persecuted who had fled thelr homes,a another time the work of
Paul snd Barnabaes,? the third inastance the Holy Spirit does
not permit it to be spoken in Asiaglo The last occurrence
deals with Paults spesking at Antioch;ll he had just completed
a rather detailed account of the kerygms when he was aaked $o
spesk 1t asgain on the next Sabbath.

Sacts 2039,
SMark 2:2,

VActs B:s 25,

8Aet3 11:16.
Qacta 14:25,
1040ts 1656,

11Acts.13:4g.
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Diangello, Katangello

Diengell o speaks of the kingdom of God but does not

proceed te define itelg

The first of the ten occurrences of katangello is with

the phrese "in Jesus the resurrection from the dead, " The
context desls with Peter's speech before the high priest and
records this contexts (1) the Name of Jesus (hrist of
Hagareth, (8) Whom you erucified, (3) Whom God raised from the
dead, {4) this rejected stone hes become the head of the cor-
ner, {8) no other name under heaven exists whereby we must be
saved, Two instances connect this activity with "the Word of
God." % In another instance i1t 1z used with the words "for-

giveneass of sins through thils man,"l5

and ocours in a racher
complete rehearsal of the kerygme iIn this seme chapter; which
hea been anslyzed esrlier. "Word of the Lord" is used with it
in one cese.+® "This Jesus is Christ” is to be found with
it;17 the contexlt spsaks of the necessity of Christis suffer-

ing and rising. There is one instance with "the gospel,"18

leLuke 9:60,
130cts 4:2,

14p0ts 13:16; Acts 17313,
1840ts 13338,

184069 15:36.

pcts 17:3.

181 Cor. 9:1l4.
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thres times it 13 connected with "Christ." ’ None of these
four references are of partlcular help beceuse they de not
further define whet 1s mesnt by the usage of the term,
Basilela

A very frequent usage of a term in connection with the
kerygma ia that of besilele, which 1s used some thirty-six
times, Five of these references comnect the term with Yof
heaven.” In one of these instances it forms part of the
message which John the Beptist preached.20 in the second of
these 1t forms part of Jesus® preaching measage.zl At ons
time Christ ordered His disciples to sey that 1t was at hand, 28
de ere told on snother occcasion that its secrets ars told to
some. > Some soribes have been trained for it, we are told
in the chapter on pnrables.gé Both Jesus and John the Baptiast
connected this kind of kingdom preaching with repentance..

In two cases in which it 1s used as "the gospsl of the

basilein,” it refers to Christ's mesaageozs In the third

instance Christ says that 3t, "the gospel of the basilels,"”

1913, 13:17.18; Col. 1:28.
DOyatt, 3:2.

2lyatt, 437,

22yatt. 20:7.

23Matt. 13311,

2y0tt, 13152,

2Byatt, 435233 9336
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must be preached. 26

Two references tell us that 4t 13 to be eoughtozv On

28
one ooccasion 1t i1s called the "word of the basileis.”

It is found Iin connectlion with the parable of ths sower,
wherein we ars told that 1t 1s heard. Aagaln, we arse assured

that the Father will glve itng Again, we are told that it

was preached by Pauloéo God wants to call us Intoc 1t, says
3t, Paul.”? Onee it 1s called "the basileia of our Lord

and Saviour Jesus Ghriat,"52

and we are assured that there

is an entrance provided into it. On other occasions it is

found with "the basllels of God and the name of Jesus Christ.®

In one case Philip preached this, end as a'result people were

bﬁPt133d953 In the second instance, Paul preached it at

Rome,34
The most common ussge of basilela oceurs with the phrase

"of Cod." Christ’s casting cut demons was a sign that 1t had

26yatt. 24:1d.

2Ttatt, 6:33; Luke 12:31.
2Byatt, 15319,

2% uke 12:32.

30Aots 20:26.

511 Thess. 2s12.

329 peter 1:1l.

33Aota 8:12,

SQﬁeta 28:31.



)
arrivad,35 Christ preached it°% with this contents (1) the
time is fuifilled, (2) the kingdom is at hand, (3} repent,
and (4) believe the gospel. This term 1z also uszed to denote

Christls activityod? The disciples were given to lmow its

gecrets, ® Christ ordered his disciplea to preach 1t.39
Christ said that it was to be recelved like a 1little ch1ld.4C
It oen bo teken awe .41 The rich young ruler was not far

from it.&a Flesh and blood cannot inherit it, assures St.
Paul.®® One must be born enew to enter it.%% Or, one must

be born of water and the spirit to enter it.45 It is not made
up of food and drink but meens righteousness, peace, joy in

the Holy Spirit.éﬁ Lt consists not in tell, tat of power.47

SCyatt, 12:28.

SSpark 1:15; Luke 9:11,

37Luke 4343 (must preach 1t); Luke 8:l,
yark 435113 Luke 8:10.

SSruke 9523 20:9.11.

4Oyark 10515; Luke 18517,

4lyate. 21:43.

424ayk 12334

4% cor. 16350,

4470nn 3:3.
4530hn 3:5.

“Cpom. 14:17.

471 Cor. 4:20.
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Christ ordered a man to procleim 1t.48 Christ szid thet it

could be found within us49 and that it does not come with

observable signsnso

It would seem that the use of basilels in these instances
ia always closely comnnmeeted with Christ., In some instances
there sesms to be an identification of the two., Hunter comes
to the conclusion that the kingdom is Chriat, that the CGospel
ia Christ, that eternal 1ife 1is Christ.51 He slso concludes
that the Gospel of the Kingdom, the Gospel of Christ, and the
wWord of Life are equivalent terma,52 It is svident that en-
trance intc it is not of humsr origin but rather of the Spirlt.
it i1s epparent that the message of the apostolic preaching is
capsuled by this term,

10208 Theou

Some forty-flve references under the general heading of

logos theou gave almost as many categoriss, Traditions made

a,

it 1neffeotive,5“ There were minlsters snd evewitnesses of

5e
1t,°% The hoarers of it become Christ!s brothers,>C Those

481uke 9:60.

49 ve 17:21.

50ruke 17:20 (two ocourrences).

61 srchibala M, Hunter, The Message of the New Testament.
(Philadelphias YWestminater Press, c.i044), pD 10 f.

59ﬂoo..cit.
B3yerk 7313,
S41.uke 1:2.

S5puke 8:21; 11:28; Acts 13:48 (in a rather complet
statament'of.gggiggg). ( g e
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who hear and keep 1L are Vieznad @ It was spokan,57 and in

one instance ve are told 1i causad people w bhelleove In God.sa

o 81
It 1s preachsdus“ is grew.ao It is also recelved, Some
; L I 83
aought to heur 1. it is glorifled, it sprea&,84 1t was

tﬁught,os people are commoended to it,as it is to be

. 68
rensmhereduei Some thought it falled. A gqueation was
asked as to ibe orlgin.®® St. Peul sald that it 1s not to be

3 3 L. 7 - v -~
tampered withe 0 It is heard. 8 de are asked ©To lebt it dwell

pcte 4:3); Phil. 1l:14; Heb, 13:7.
88pote 16:38 (word of Lord).

5523 13353 135463 15335 {and teught); 15:38
{(word of Lord); Col. 1:26; 1 Thess: 4315 {word of

80 cts 6:7; 12:24 (and multiplied); 19:20 (snd prevailed).

Slaicte 11:l; 1 Thess. 2:13 (two uses).

ezﬁcts 13:7; 13:44 (the latter reference refers to Paulls
rather complete exposition of the kerygma) wv. 16-41.

8350t 13:48

S%pcts 13549,

8850t0 18511,

aﬁﬁcta 20:32 (word of grece).

6750ts 20:35 (words of the Lord Jesus),
€8pomans 9:6.

69) gor. 14336,

702 Gor. 43 2.

71001, 1:56 (word of truth, the gospel).
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79 75
in us,. It works in believera. Prayer 18 asked thet it

may speed on end trlumph,74 Created things are consscrated

5

[7.!
by 16,72 It is not bound, says 8t. Paul. °  Ghristians

should be on the alert that they do not dlscredlt 1t by their

78

conduct.qq It is sharp, active, penetrating.' A new birth

o)

1!
comes througn it. The heavens and earth sare sald Lo exit
by 15.80 It 1s spoken of as ebiding in people. r John, the

apostle, bore witness of it.BB Jdohn, the spostle was on

L

Patmos because of itoad Someone on & white horse is ealled

a4 : (515)
"the @Word of God." Some people were bceheaded becuuse of 1it.

ngol. 3:18 (word of Christ).

oy B
"33 Phess. 2:13.

745 wneas. 3:1 (word of Lord).

51 im, 435,

763 Tim. 2:9.

77pitus 215,

"CHeb. 4:12.

791 peter 1:23.

805 peter 3:5.

813 John 2:14.

82pev. 132 (and the testimony of Jesus Christ).
8?;9&2., 1:9 (and the testimony of Jesus).

84yp14., 19:13.

851p1d,, 2034,
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In most instences, again, the term Word of God, Word of
the Lord, Word of Christ seems to capsule the content rather
than to epell 1% out: From time to time 4t is equated with
truth end with the gospsl. The most helpful refervence is
that of Aocta 13, 44, wherein Paul’s rather detailed speliing
out of the kerygme is referred to as the Word of Cod,

Kervx, Kerymrea

The term keryx occurs three timss. Two of the references
with their contexts ssy very much, In the £irst®® instance
Peul says he was eppointed a keryx for this very reason, to
proclaim that (1) God is our Savior, {2) there is one God and
one Medlantor between God end men, the man Christ Jesus, (3)

He geve His life as a ransom, (4) He was teatified toc in good
time. 1IN the second instance Paul seys that he was celled

to preach that {1} the gospel 1s the power of God, (2) this
same God saved us end called us, (3) He did this not according
to our works, but according to Hls purpose, {4) and ths gracs
which He gave us in Christ Jesus ages ago, {5} now it has been
manifested in our Saviour Jesus Christ, (6) Who abolished death
and brought 1ife snd immortelity to 1light, (7) through the
gospel.av

The third instance of Reryx is used to refer to Noah as a

preacher of rightoouaneas.ea

883 mim, 2:7.

8% pim, 1311
88y Pater 2:b.
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Kerygma, the term so often used to designate the gospel
message, appears only a limited eight timee in the Hew
Testament. Twice 1t refers to Jomeh's prsaching, with apecial
reference that hils three deys inside the great fish were to
indicsto that Christ would be in the earth three days.sg
In another case St. Paul links kerygma with the "gospel” and
the phrase "of Jesus Christ" and gives it this contentsC
(1) it was kept secret for long ages, (2) 1t has now been
reveeled, (3) i% wae disclosed in the prophetic writings,
{4) its purpose was to bring obedlience to the falth.

in emother csse paul dubs it follyggl end guelifies 1%
further by calling it (1) Christ crucified, (2) e stumbling
block, {(3) the power of God, {(4) the wisdom of God. In %wo
instances Paul combines the term kerygme with the possessives

nmyn92 and "011!'.,"93

In the first instance, he says that he
did his proclaiming =8 a demonstratlion of the Spirit and
powsr so thet the falth of his listeners might rest in the
power of God. His goal, he seld, was: (1) to know nothing
except Jesus Christ, (2) end Him crucified, (3) Who was

decreed by God before the eges for our glorification, (4) but

8%%gatt, 125413 Luke 11:32.
90Rom. 16:25.

911 Cor. 1321.

921 Cor. 234,

951 cor. 16:14.
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now God has revesled thls through His 8pirit. The second
case is found in the heart of the great resurrection chapter,
which will be dealt with 1n.deta11 in snother place.
In writing to Timothy, Paul seye simply that he wasg
given sbtrength to proclaim the kervggg.g4 In the final use
of this word Paul states that he hes been enbtrusted by the

commend of God with proclalming eternsl life,gs

The possages
in Corinthians, in particular that of 1 Corinthiens 15, is
meat useful in helping to esteblish the content of the
Kerygma.

Prokeryasso, Kerysso

Prokerysso 1z used twice; and both instances give us a

rather complete example of the kerygma. The first instance
is recorded in connegtion with Peter's speech on Bolomon's

porch, ¢

4 complete account of this pesasge will be given
when 2all the important Acts passages are grouped together,

The second instance of prokerysso refers to John the

Baptist’s preaching of repentance,gv but it occurs in Paunlts
rather complete presentation of the kerygms whlle spesking
at Antioch. In this instaence he recalls: (1) Israel's

being chosen by God, (2) s detasiled sccount of Israslis

99 pim. 43517,
gaTitua 1s3.
QSActs 3:20,

9750ts 13524,
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history, {(3) the coming of the Baptlst, (4) the Isct that
the psople asked Pllate to k11l Christ, (5) that Christ died
on the croas, {6) that He was put into the temb, (7) that God
raised Him from the desd, (8) that he {(Paul) wee & witness to
this, (9) that this entlira sction on the part of Christ was in
fulfillment of 0ld Testament prophecy, in particuls r that of
the rosurrection, {10} thait through Christ forglveness of
sins L8 procialmed; meaning that we were fraesd from everything
from which the law of Moses oould not fres us.

Keryeso wes examined some fifty-three times; on one of
these occasiona as @ pearticipls. It is used on one occaaion
to denots John the Baptlat®s aotivity witen he proclalimed,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven ia at hand,"® It 1s cited
to describe Josus® work which was similar to Johnts,

"Repent for the kingdom of heaven ia at hand "9 In a number

of camsas 1t 13 used to denote Christ's proclaiming "the

2]
gospel of the kingdomo“lo Xerysso 1s employed to dsscribe

the work the disciples were asked to do by Christ in proelaim-
ing the "Cospel of the kingdom.“lo1 Once it iz used to say

that the message should be proclalmed from the hougetopa,loa

Byatt, 3:1.
yave, 4317,
100yast, 4:28; 9:35; 243143 Luke 831,

101yatt. 20373 Luke 9325 Acts 20325 (St. Peul thue
describes his work).

10%a4t, 10:27.
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: 103
A number of times 1t describes Christ’s asctivity, or the
activity of the disciples..m4 Two of these last passages are
to be found among two very expllcit statements regarding the
kervgma,

In & numbey of lnstances 1t simply states that the

message will be proclaimad,lus It is also used tc denobte the

Baptist's presching when 1t Includsd a call for a bsptism of

ropentance for the forgiveness of sins.106 Jdohn the Baptist’s

l?
activity in genseral 1z sometimes described by this verb.lo

Pwice it is linked with the phrase "the gospel of God,"108

The disciples' activity in preasching thet men should repent

109
employs this verb.

When Christ prosleimed freedom end relesse, keryssc is
uaed.llo Christ's deseription of the future work of his

disciples employs this word.lll The message was to include:

10%apk 1:38; 1:39; Luke 4:443 1 Peter 3:19.

104yatt, 11513 Mark 33143 Mark 16:15; 163203 Acts 10342

3

(enjoined by Christ); Acts 18:13; 1 Cor. 9:27;
1 Cor. 15311,

108y0ts, 263133 Merk 14:9; Mark 16:15.
106yank 134; Luke 3:3; Acts 10337,

107y arke 237.

10Byaplc 1514 (of Jesus froclaimingz (1) kingdom is at
hand, (2) repent, (3) belleve the gospell); 3 mness. 2:9,

1°9ﬁerk 6312,
110ruke 4:18; 4:16 (quotetions of Is. 61:1-2),
111, ke 243473 Mark 16:15.
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(1) repentance, (2) forglveness, (3) in Christ®s name, with
the context explaining that, (4) it was necessary for Christ
to suffer, (8} and to rise, {6) that the disciples were
witnesses of these events, (7) and that the promise of the
Father would be with them.

112
The cbject cf 1t sometimes wes simply "the Christ,“"l

or "He 1s the Son of God," 1P

This verb ccours sgain with
roegerd to John the Baptist'e work and ias pert of one of the
more complete statements of the kery a,llé which will be
dealt with throughly later on. Hoses 1ls referred to as
being ennounced in this wayellﬁ Thias same wverb 1s applied
to Paul's work In Rome and le connected with the phrase "the
kingdom of God and teaching of the Lord Jesus Chriat.."ll6

The activity of proelalming in genersl is thus design&ted,llv
Then it may be linked with the phrase "the words of faitpnil8
in a context whieh speaks of the crucifixion, the reaurrection,

and salvetion.

122, 0ts 855 (Philip's activity; Phil. 1:15).

1135085 9320,

114,065 10:37.

118, c4s 16521,

116Acts e8:31.

117Rom, 2:21; Rom. 10:15; 1 Tim, 3:16.
118pom, 10:8.
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Yet again, 1t is linked to the phrase "Christ
crucified“llg which is then qualified with the terms: (1)
stumbling block, (2) folly, (3) the power of God, (4) the

wiasdom of Ood. In one ¢age kervsso 1s uaed with the words

P
"8on of God, Jesus Chrigt, "0

2
as Lord" accompanies it.l . In the context Paul designates

Once the phrase "Jesus Christ

this as: (1) our gospel, (2) the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ, (3) Who is the likeness of God, (4) it
is Cod who brings this knowledge to men.

Tt may be associated simply with ".’Tmnm,".‘w‘E o

T the
term "Gospel,"las The context of the Colossians passage
referred to is quite complete: (1) the Father hasAqualified
us to shere in the inheritance of the ssints in light, (2) He
has delivered us from the dominion of dsrkness, (3) and
transferred us to the kingdom of Hia beloved Son, {4) in this
Son we have redemptlon, the forgiveness of slmns, (5) this
Christ ls the image of the inviasible God, the first-born of
all creation, (6) all things are created by Him, (7) he is
the first-born from the desd, (9) in Him all the fulness of

tod dwells, {9) through Him the Father wanted to reconclle

1191 Cor., 1: 23.

1202 cor. 1:19.
1215 gor. 416.
1223 gop. 11:4.
lgsﬁal. 2:2; Col. 1328,
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all things to Himself, (10) making peace by the blood of the
eross, {1]) He has also reconciled the ones who are bheing
addressed abt that moment. The forsegoing statement is one of
the most complete that las offered in sny one placs.

In one instance Xerysso 1s linked with "eircumclaion, "H2¢
then with "Ghrist,“125 then with the "word."lgﬁ A Tinal usage
is partielpialulz?

Prosuangellizomal, Euangellzo

Frosuangellzomel 1s used in reference to thes gospsl as

1t oame to Abrahem,+28 IHere ths message referred to is, "In
thee shall all the nations be blessed,"

guangellzo 4s used nearly fifty times in some connsction

with the kerygms, although not 211 lend a great deal of help
in determining the content of that message. We are told thet
it is directed to the poor.129 It 1s directed to paeople by
John the Baptist.>® I% is linked with the phrase "kingdom

1240a1° 5311 (to designate the opposite of the erosa).

1255143, 1125,

1265 pim. 4:2.

12730m' 10s1¢,

128nal. 328,

129Hatt. 11:5; Luke 4:18; 7:22 (a sign that Messish has

come ) o

130;uke 3:18.
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of Goa, "ot
It describes the Activity of the disciplas.l32 The

selection from Romans 1 1s rether oomplete in itz contsxt:
the gospel of God (1) was promised beforehend through His
propheta, (2) in the Holy Scriptures, (or, through His
prophets in the Holy Seriptures), (3) concerning His Sen,
{4) descended from David sccording to the flesh, (&) designated
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness, (8)
by His resurrection from the dead, (7) Jaesus Christ our Lord,
{8) through Him we have recelved grace and spostleship, (9) to
bring about obedience Lo the falth for the sake of His Hame.
It describes the aetivity of Chrlat.135 Once it
announces "Jesus as Christ.":5¢ mhis peference is taken from
Pater's speech Lefora the Jewlish council and glves a thorough
account of the kerygma: (L) God raised Jesus, (2) Whom you
killed on a tree, (3) Cod exalted Him as Leader snd Saviour,
{4) to give repentance »nd forgiveness of sins, (5) we are

witneszes to thls, (6) so is the Holy Spirit Who is given to

13lruke 43433 Luke 16:16.

1321 .ke 9:6 {after Christ sent the disciples); Acts 8325
(in Ssmeria); Acts 8:40 (in Caesarea); Acts 1437 (in
Lystra and Derbe); Acts 14315; Acts 14321; Acts 16310
{concerning Macedonia); Rom, 1315 (rather complete
statement); Rom. 10slH; 1 Cor. 9:16 (two usaes);

2 Cor. 10:16; Gel, 4313,

133Luke 2031,

134Aots 8342,
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obedient ones.

On occasion it is used with the word "word.”l35 The
nassage from 1 Feter gilves us a rather helpful view of the
kerygma: (1) we sre ransomed from the futile way by the
blood of Christ, (2) this Christ was deatined before the
foundation of the world, (35) but He wes made manifest at the
end of time, (4) through Him we can heve confidence in CGod,
(5) Who raised Him from the dead, (6) gave Him glory, (7)
now our failth and hope 1s in God.

Sometimes the ennouncement is made in terms of the
"kingdom of CGcd and the name of Jesus Ghriat."ls& Then

agein the snnouncement is made with the word "Jesus."lsv

In

a speech by Peter it is entitled "of peace by Jesus Christ

(He is Lord of 311)138 where the context gives a very complete
treatments (1) God anointed Jesus of Neszareth with the Holy
Spirit end with power, (2) doing good, healing sieck, (3) we
are witnesses of all He did, (4) they put Him to desth, {8

by hanging on a tree, (8) God raised Him on the third day,

{7) revealed Himself after He rose; (8) told us to praach that

He is the judge of living and dead, {9) all the prophets bear

135,19 B:4 (the sctivity of the persecuteds 1 Peter 1:25.

136, .15 8:12.

lstcta 8336,

138Aots 10336



25
Him witness, {10) everyons who belleves on Him racelives
forgiveneas of sins through His name.
Agein it might be connected with "the Lord Jeauso“13g
Oonce it is used with “the ward of the Lord," %0 op with

"Jesus the resurreetiang"141 or with "the crcss of
Christ, "2 or with "God's gospel, %5 op "ghe gfaith,v 3%
or with "His {(Ged's) Son {Him),“lés Paul spoke of thils work
as his goal and ambition.t4® He hoped to achleve thils by:
(1) word and deed, (2) signs end wonders, (3) the Holy
S8pirit. On s number of occasions this term is used with the
“gésp91°"147
The account which is given in the fiftesnth chapter of
i Corinthisns is one of the most complete accounte gliven of
the kerygme: (1) you are saved by it, (2) Christ diled for
our sins, {3) according to the Secriptures, {4) that He was

burled, (&) that He wses raised the third day in accordance

159, sts 11:20.
1404065 15136,

141, \ta 17:18.

1425 cor, 1:17.

1432 Cor. 11:%7.

1&40'310 1525 o

1456
Gala 1= 160

146Rom. 15320.

14?1 Cor. 93183 1531 (very complete account); 153123

Gal, 1:8; 1393 1l:11l; Rev. 14:6.
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with the Goriptures, (6) He made eppearances after He rose,
(7) the foundation of a sure falth hinges on the certainty
of Chriat's presurrection, (8) all died in Adem, (9) all come
alive in Chyist, (10) all things will be put under His feet
by His Father,
In eanother instance ocusngeiizo is linked with

148
"neage,"

This whole chapter of Ephesians referred to
gives a rather thorough exposition of the kerygma: (1) you
He made alive, (2] who were dead through your own itrespasses
and ain, (3) subject to the world end prince of the power of
the air, by nature children of wrath, (4) even when we were
dead, the Father mede us alive through Christ, (5) ralsed
us up with Bim, (6) made us to rule in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, (7) we have been brought near through the blood
of Christ, (&) He has made Jew and Centile one by being our
peace, (9) did this by abolishing commandments and ordinances,
{10) by reconciling ell through the creoss, (11} we now have
access in one spirlt to the Fathaf, {12) we have become
members of CGod’s household instead of strangers and foreigners,
{13) bullt on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
{14) Christ being the chief cornerstone, {15) the Spirit
building us together into & unlty.

"The unsearchable riches of Christ" is used with

148 h. 2127,
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euan3311300149 This vreference snd 1ts context suppllies some

help: (1) Gentiles become members of the sams body, partskers
in the body of Christ through the gospel, {2) this gospel is

to be made known through the church, (3} sccording to God's

purpose, {4) which was resiized in Christ Jesus our Lord,
{5) we can h ve confidence of access through faith in Him,
One instance speaks of the arrival cf.the good newa.lso
In snother case it is spoken of as being received.rSl In

one case it is used of those who do the &nnounming.lag The
context of this passage tells us that: (1) the preaching was
done through the Holy Spirit, (2) we ars borm anew by the
mercy of the Father of Qur Lord Jesue Christ, (3) chosen and
deatined by God the Father for obedience to Jesus Christ, and
{&) fﬁr sprinkiing with His blood, {6) our living hope comes
through the resurrection of Jesus Chrilst from the dead,

{8) our inheritence iz imperishable and unfading, (7) we are
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed

in the last time, {8) the propheis prophasied'that grace would
be yours, (9) the prophets wanted to know about sufferings of
- Christ, (10) the Holy Splrit bringas the message to you.

"4 finel reference tells us that 1t wes directed tc the

149gpn, 310

1804en, 242
151lgen, 4:6.

1527 pater 1:12.
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dead.lss

The verb euengelizo offered & number of expliclt

examples of the kerygme from Romans 1, Ascts §, First Peter 1,
Aote 10, First Corinthlsns 15, Ephesisns 2,

Buangsllion

Buangelion is used some seventy-gix times throughout

the New Testemsnt. It is used in the phrase suengelion "of
| =
the kingdom,"1°4

it is referred to as belng proclaimed.155
Hark uses it at the beginning of his gospel with the phrase
"of Jesus Chriat,"+99

Buangelion is commonly sonnected with the phrase "of

People are asked to believe in it.lsa gur attitude toward

-
1051 Peter 4:6.

1Eéﬁatto 43233 9:35; 24314,

188 tt. 26:13; Mark 13:10 (must be); 14:9; 16116; (he

who believes and is baptized shall e saved and vice-
versa): Rom. 153193 2 Qor. 8:18; Gal, 1s1ll; 2:2;
1 Thess, 2: 93 2 Tim. 2:8,

1586
Mark 1:1 (Mark saye his writing purports %o be gospel).

lavmark 1314 (Gime is fulfilled, kingdom of God is at
hend, repent, belisve the gospel); Rom. 1:1 (its
context gives & full statement anelyzed elsewhere);
Rom. 15:16; 2 Cor. 11:7; 1 Thess. 2:2; 1 thess, 2:9;
1 Peter 4s317.

188y vk 1:15; 16:16; Rom. 101163 1 Peter 4:17.
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it 135 regarded as the esme as our attltude toward Chriat.lsg
This last instsnce of equating Christ and the gospel 1s of
some significsnce for the reletionship of one toward the

other, The euangelion has power to save.leo The "word of?

the eusngelion is used once.161 The Holy Spirit is spoken

of as comlng through itolb?

St. Paul utllizes 1t once in the phrase "eusngelion of

the grace of God." 8% In this instence 8t. Psul does not
say sc much what the content of the kerygme is as what its
function iss (1) repentance and faith in Christ, (2) preach-
ing of kingdom, (3) declaiming the whole counsel of God,
{4) the Church of the Lord was obtained for Christ by His
ovn blood, (&) the word of grace can bulld us up.

in one instance the term is qualified with "of Hls
165

Son,"164 15 several instances by the term "of Christ.®

in one case it 1s called "the power of God unto

lngark 1:35; 10:29; 2 Cor. 1ll3l4.

160yayk 16315; Rom. 1316; Rom. 10:16-17 (Jesus is Lord,

God raised Him from the dead); Rom. 183 25, 1 Core 15:1:

{alreazdy dealt with); Eph. 1313,

161Acta 1537 (context indicates that the Hely Spirit

comes through it).

lszActs 15:8; 1 Thess. 1353 Eph. 1313,

165&3153 20324,

164Rom. 1:9.

lssnom. 15:19; 153293 1 Cor. 93133 2 Cor. 93133 10:14;
Gel. 1:7; Phil, 1:27; 1 Thess. 3:2.
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nl66

salvation to everyone who has falth. God jJudges heerts

by 1t.187 It 1s rejacbedulﬁs Paul calls 1% his and ssems

to equate that with the "preasching of Jesus chrlato“169

Through the susngelion Paul apealts of his hecoming the

father in Christ of the Gorinthians.l7o Paul affirms that

171
it should provide a living for those who proclaim it,.

Paul states he dld mot alweys insist on n2ll of the

Ly
rightas to which the gospel entitled himqlig
In one gection of Corinthiens Paul is very explleit as

173

£to the conbent of the euangelions (1) ’ll died in Adam,

{2) Christ dlsd for our sins, all are made alive in Ghrist,
{3) His death was according to the Scripture, (5] He
appeared to witnesses, (6) our faith in Christ hinges on
the certainty of the resurrection, (7) Christ has sacended
that all things might be put under Hie fest:. This is one of

166, 0m. ‘1116,

lﬁvﬁemo 23163 £ Thess. 1:8,

168Romﬁ 112283 2 Cor. 4:3; 4:4; 1 Peter 4£:17.

16930m. 16:25 (kept secret once, now disclosed, it

brings obedience.

170; cop. 4:18.

1711 Cor. P:l4.

1721 Cor. 9:18 {(two uses); 1 Cor. 9383,

1751 Cor. 16:1.
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the clearest statements regarding the euangeiion. Paul
174

states 1t more in capsule form in another instance:
(1) the glory of Christ, Who is the likeness of Ood,
{(2) Jesus as Lord,

In a thierd instance Paul states it swiftly, briefly,

yet rather complately:lvs

{1) risen from the desd,
(2) descended from David, (3) we ocen cbtain salvation which
in Christ Jesus geoss with ebternal glory, (4) if we die with
Him, we shell also live with Him, (5) if we endure, we shall
reign with Him.

#e ara told that obedience to the gospel glorifies

God.lvﬁ In one case the word is used to refer to any kind
177

8
The euangelion is revealed by Ghrist.lv It deals with

of proglametion, Christian or otherwise,

truth.*'® The ¢oloasisns passage referred to iz analyzed
elsewhere., It 1s also rather complete in ite explanation

of the "truth." In one case it is given as a trustoleo

1?42 Gor. 4:3; 4:4.

178 q@im. 2:8.

176, cor. 9:13.

17?Ga1. 156,

1786&1. 1:11 {the context helps to make clsear).

17901, 2:6; 2:14; Eph. 1313; Col. 1:b.

180@9.1 vk 7 o
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In one instance it 1s specifically called the

susngelion "of your aalvationa"lsl (1) Ged chose us in

Christ before the world began, to be blameless and holy,
{2) Cod destined us to be His sons through Christ zccording
to the purpose of His will, (3) CGod freely bestowed His grace
on ue in His beloved; {2) in His beloved we have redemption
through His blood, the forgliveness of our trespasses,
according to the priches of His grece, (5) God has glven us
insight into the mystery of His will according to His pur-
pose set forth in Christ, (6) He desires in thia way %o bring
all things into & unity, (7) you were sealed through the
promised Holy Spirit, (8) God asccomplished great things in
Christ when He ralsed Him from the dead, {9) and made Him
8it at His right hend in heavenly places.

48 become partakers of the promlss of Jesus Christ

through 1te182

It may be gquellfied with the phrase “"of psace,"la3 or

L 184

"the mystery of . . » Paul speaks of it's being

defended,las or as being advanced,laa or as some serving

181, h. 1113,

laaEph, 336; Phil, 1353 1 Thess. 2:8.

183z0h, 6516,

lquph-ov 6319,

1865141, 1373 1:16.

186531, 13512,
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in 1t.187
In one case Paul speaks of it as the starting time for
his work 2t a glven placeo188 On snother occasion suangelion

is qualified with the phrase "hope of . . :"189 {1} you who

wore hostlle in mind, doing evil deeds, (2) He has now
reconciled by the body of His flesh, (3} by death, (4) in
order to present your body vlemeless and irreproachabls.

i1t mey be qualified with the phrase "of our Lord

Jesuss“LQO or with “the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

9
which comes Through it.l - Once it is called the "gloriocus

euangelion of the blessed God."192

Paul asks that we be ready to suffer for 16,295 in
this case the context gives us more of & complete ocutline
of the kerygma once agelns (1) God saved us, (2) God called
us with & holy ealling, (3) in virtue of }His grace and pur-
poss given in Christ, {4) ages ago, (B) now it has baen

187?hilo 2:22; 433,

laaPhil. 4316,

18950y . 1323,

1902 Thess. 138,

1912 Theas. 2¢:14 (1) God chose us from the beginning to

be saved, (2) through the consecration by the Splrig,
(3) and belief in truth.

192) pam, 2:22.

1932 qim, 1:1; 1310,
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manifested through the appearing of our 8aviour Jesus Christ,
(6) who sbolished death, (7} and brought light end
immortality to light, (8) through the gospel.
s Juat mentioned it cen dbring life and immortality to

lighh,194 Faul wss imprisoned bascause of 1t9195 It is

called eternalolgb
The most profiteble asreas for erveminatlion under the

term suangellion are Romans 1, First Corinthians 15, Second

Timothy 2:8 ff., Colcssians ls 6 ff., Epheaisns 1, Second
Timothy 1. @hile many of seventy some passsges throw light

on the mesning end content of the euangelion, the sreas

listed asbove ¢an be sald to be determinative.
After grouping the many examples of the uses of

euaengelion and kerygma snd thelr cognates, we might abtempt

to describe the veletionshlp between these synonyms, Ve
need to recognize that they sre used interchangably or sven
in clecse comnectlion with euch other In the ssme statement
or phrase, Yet, there are differences or differences of

emphesis., EREuangelion would seem to plsce mors emphasis on

the content of the wmessage, conslsting of the total work of
Christ, not only His presching but His appearance or the

Man Himself. 8till, suangellon is elso used to descrlibe a

messsge as being proclaimed, a message which is not merely

194, mam. 1:10.

lgsPhilemon 13,
19530v° 14:6,
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the atating of historiocal facts about Jesus Christ, but e

message of power end might. The susngelion 1s that which

ereates or brings into being a group of believers and at
the same time is that which also maintains it. The greater
empheals, however, seems to be placed on the component parts

which comprise the contents of ths eusngelion, rather than
307

on the fact of its being a procleimed message.
Kerygma, which by no means lgnores or plays down its
own content, seems to place the emphasis on the idea of
proclamation., ¥For something to De ksrymma 1t must be
proclailmed. The idea of the keryx is pitrongly retained.
There is an urgency which attends it,; sn urgency which com-
pels the spesker to proclaim. This urgency is present
because there la authority bshind tha spesker; that
authority is God. Behind kerygma atamds the ldes that for
the galte of completeoness the suffering, death, and
resurrection of Christ are not enough--this event rmst be
proeclaimed, It ieg through the proclamstion of the event of

Christ that the basllelas tou theou meets us. The kerygma is

not just made up of words, @ recital of the historical events
in the 1ife of Jesus, but it is powerful and crestive, bring-
ing into existence that very thing which it ssys it will do.
God works through the kerygme; He is the kerygma. The content
is rich end full of Christ (with speciel emphasis on His

197G erherd Kittel, Theologlsches W8rterbuch zum Neuen
Testement (stutt—'&vﬁ?—garts eriag von W. Rohihammer, 1950)
Zweiter Band, pp. 705-735.
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resurrection), but the primary emphasis still remains on
the 1des of the message's bLeing proclaimed, shouted forth
with creative might end power. Xerygme slso csrries with
it the ides of & public utterance.lga

Although they have besn referred to in some detaill from
time te time, the signlficsnce of the speeches in Acts war-
rants thelr being spoken of in & group snd anslyzed in scme
detail. €. H. Dodd has vworked out the content of the
kervgma in these passages in table form in his workolgg

Peter's Sermon on Pentecoat

The first ias Peter’s sermon on Pentacost.aoo In this
speech he puts forth the following exposition: (1) 0ld
Tostament prophecles are clted for clarificstlion of the
meaning of Christ, (2) he refers to Christ as Jesus of
Negareth, (3) as the One Whom God approved by wondsrs and
signs, (4) Christ was delivered according to Ged's plans,
(6) He was crucified and killed by lawless men, (6) but God
ralsed Him from the dead because death could not hold Him,
(7) God ralised Him, we are witnesses, (8) Cod has made Eim
both Lord snd Christ, theOne Whom you crucified, (9) He has
been exalted by the Father, (10) having sald this, Peter put

forth a cell to repentsnce and baptism, (11) end e statement

1981514, , Dritter Band, pp. 683-717.

199
¢. H. Dodd, The Apostoclie Preaching end its Develop-
ment (Londan: Hogaer and stoughton Limited, c. 1924),
Ffolded chart at conolusion of book..

20050t 2:14~39.
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that the Holy Spirlt will be theirs through this means. A
very full account, yet we can hayrdly say thet it contains
any extra baggage which 1s not needed.
Peber'a Sermon on Solomon's Porch

The second Agots speech is that of Peter delivered from
Solomon'®s Porch, after hse and John had heeled ths lame manoBOI
Hers he mentions specifically that: (1) the God of ﬁbrahﬂm,
Isanc, and Jacob is the One Who has glorified Jesus, (2) this
seme Jesus Whom you deliversd and denled before Pilaste, {3) in
doing s0 you were denying the Author of 1ife, {4) Whom God
raised up, (&) we are witnesses of this, (6) the prophets
foretold the evenis that tock plsse, (7) ineluding this that
Chriast should suffer, {8) you should repent snd have your sins
blotted ouk, (9) Christ was sent to turn you from your wicked-
ness, (10} the Chriat sppointed for you #ho has now ascended
into heaven, {(11) oniy thosas attached to this Christ will not
periash, - _

Again a very thorough account with no real excess
baggage. The account seems to run from the beginning of time
down to the present moment,.

Peter's Sermon Before the Elders
The next sermon is again one by Peter delivered before

Jewish aunthoritiss who were disturbed by the miracle performed

on the lame man,aog Though brief in space this sccount still

2015048 331126,
QOQAets 4:8-12,
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tells us muchs (1) the man was healed by Jesus of Hazareth,
{2) Whom you crucified, (3) Whom God ralsed from the dead,
{4) the rejected stone has becoms the head of the corner,
(8) there is salvatlion in no other,
Feter's sermon Before The Council
In the next speech we have Peler and John facing the

councll once againogns

Agein very brief but packed,
{1) The Godlaf our fathers, {(2) reised Jesus, (3) Whom you
killed, {4} by hanging on a tree, (5) God exalted Him as
Leader snd Seviour, (8) for the purpose of giving repentance
and the forgliveness of sins, (7) we are witnesses of this,
{(8) sc is the Holy S8Spirit in obedient ones. Again no excess
beggage. DBrief as it is, 1t resches back to earlisst times
and comes down %o the moment at hand,

Peteria 8peech before the Household of Cornellus

in the next significant speech, Peter is addressing the
household of Cornelius,-Y% While it is true that Cormelius
was a God-fearing man, 1t ssems apparent that he wes he=mring
k¥erygme for the first time. ¥We can meke o anfe assumption
that Peter would be very certain that he included all the

necessary ingredlents for a clear presentation and proclama-

tion of the eusngelion. He says (1) God precched the good

_news of peace by Jesus Christ, (2 )} CGod anointed Jesus of

203, 0ts B230-32.

204) 045 102 34-43.
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Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, (3) thia Jesus went
about doing good, (4) we are Hls witneases, (5} thev put Him
to death, (6) by hanping on a tree (7) God raised Him the
third day, and made Hlm manifest, (8) we are commanded to
preach to the people, (2) the prophets bear witnese to Him,
(10) snyone who believes in Him rsceives forgiveness of sins
through His Name.

Again we are prompted to ask, "Whet is incidental? wWhat
is of excess? What should he have omitted?®

Paul!s Speech 1In the Synagogue at Antioch

Tha next spselal seotion of Acts 1s the recording of 3t.
Paul®s @speech ln the synagogue at Antioch.go5 8t. Paul makes
these points: (1) the God of lsrsel chose our fathers,
(2) from David's seed, Jesus would come, (3) a reference to
Jomn the Baptist's work, (4) sslvation has come to us, (5)
people suked Pllate to have Him killed, (6) He died on the
tree, {(7) God raised Him from the dead, (8) we are His
witnesses, (9) in Christ God's promises have been fulfilled
through the resurrection, (10) 01d Testament ls quoted with
regard to the prophecy of the resurrection, {11} through
Christ the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed, (12) we are
thus freed from everything from which the law of Hoses could

not free us.

205, ste 13;17-41.
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While some of the areas are outlined Iin more detall, the
fundamental points sgeln do not appear to be at all in excess,

In his 3ﬁeech to the elders of the church of Ephesus,
ﬁhioh is more a review of his work rather than n specific
Ysermon,” Paul mentiona=206 {1) that he preached repentance
and falth in our Lord Jesus Christ, (2) that he spoke of the
gospel of the grace of God, (3} that he preached the kingdom,
(4) that Christ obtained the (hureh for Himself by His owm

e

blood,

In his speech before Felix he indigntes that he is on
trial Deosuse of his bellefs sbout the resurrsction of the

o
dﬂad.,go7 In his dofense before Feztus he 1ists:“08

{1) that
fod raiacs the dead, (2} that people should repent and turn
to God, (3) that he was saying nothing else than what Moses
and the prophets had to say, (4) that Christ must saffer,

(5) that christ would be the f£irst to rise from the dead,

() that by this resurrection, light would be proclalmed to
the peopla asnd to the Gentllies.

These spesches in icts should be helpful, particularly
those in chapters 2, &, 4, 5, 10, end 13, because the speaker
seemed definitely set on proclaiming that which he belleved
would work effectively in the hearts of people to bring them

to God and to keep them with God.

208p0ts 20317 £f.
2°7Acts 24181,

208,010 26:8-23.,




39
G. P, W, Yialther
A mamber of other sources, in addition to the
Seriptures, were reviewed {or possible ald in determing the
content of the kerygme. Walther in attempting to clarify
the goapei guotes Luther as saying (1) that Christ is the
Lamb of God that takes awsy the sin of the world, (2) He has
reconciled man with His father, {3) by pure grace, {(4) this
gives &ll people everlasting righteousnsssoeog
Walther cites Jer. 3L:31-34 as a cleasr presentation

210

of the gospsl, in another instsnce he summarizes the

gospel as belng (1) the forgiveness of sins, (2) by the free
grace of (od, (3) for the sske of Jesus Ghristngll
On Easter, says thls gaeme author, we must speak (1) of
Christ's vietory over sin, death, devil, and hell, {2) also
in terms of celling people to repentance. Walther scores
heavily a preaching of the forgiveness of sins wnlch at the
same time is not a preaching of repentance.glz
in another of his statemsnts regarding the gospel, he
includes (1) Christ, the Son of God, (2) took upon Himself

the sins of every sinner, (3) by His life of poverty,

209 "

C. P, W. Welther, Law and Gospel, reproduced from

the German by W.JH. T, Dau (gg_ Louiss Concordia
Publishing House,1929), p. 46.

2103pid., p. 7.

211Loc. cit.

212401 ther, 4bld., pP. 123,
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(4) suffering, (b) crucifixion, (6) end death, (7) He wiped
away the record of sim, {8) by raising His Son, God the
Father confirmed the work of Christ, of reconcilistion end
redemption as belng finished, {8} on the cross, (10) Christ
commanded forglveness to be preached, (1l1) forgiveness is
avalleble for everyone.gls

The followlng stabtement from Welther on the kerygma
can be tsken as Delng about as definltive as he desired to
make 1t, He supposes & situation in which a man is: talking
to & group of hostile Indlisns and 1s about to be killed by
one of thelir bullets., How much {(what) must the man in
question say before he would be assured that behind him he
would heve sown enough seed to begin a congregation? Under
these circumstances Walther ssys the following must be
stated: (1) the Lord Jesus is the Son of God, (2) He ceme
down from hesven, (3) to redeem men from sins, (4) by taking
the wrath of God upon Himself, (5) overcoming death, devil,
hell, (6) in their stead, opening heaven, {(7) every man
can be saved by asccepting what Jesus has brought.214

guoting Luther, Walther says in asnother instance that
Christ gives us all of His possessions (1) through His Life
by which He swallowed up death, (2) by His righteousness by
which He wiped out sin, (3) by Els salvation by which He has

B8 rp1d., p. 169.
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defeated eternal damn&tion.alﬁ
5¢ill cuoting Luther, Waelther says again that the gospel
is (1) Christ, Som of God, (2) Son of man, (3} by His death,
(4) sand resurrection, (8) e overceme sin, death, and hell,

(5) for all who belleve in Him.zlb

Quoting Luther yet agein with epproval, Walther says
that the gospel volce tells us thet (1) Christ is your own,
(2) by His 1ife; teaching, and works, (3) by His dying,

(4) by His rising from death, (5) everything that He 1is,
has, does and is able %o do°217

In one Instence Walther says that the gospel is indicated
by five markss (1) 41t brings peace (8Bph. 2:14-17), (2) it
spesks of Christ as S8aviour rather than as Lawgiver
(1 cor, 15:1), (3) its object is sinners (Mstt. 1135),

{4) when its effects are forglveness of sins, righteousness,
and salvation, the gospel is Deing spoken of {Rom., 1316),
when faith is related to it.°+S

Further, Waelther says that to preach the gospel is
nothing else than (1) to bring every cresture the news that
he has been redeemed, (2) that heaven is opened, (3) that

2L81pid., p. 289.

2161134., p. 289 (In the same connection Luther says
That the gospels tell us of Christ in a long form;
Peter and Paul do it in a brief form, smphasizing
death and the resurrection of Christ).

2171bia., p. 290.

#181114,, pp. 294 £f.
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all are made righteous, (4) by the perfect righteousness of
Christ, (&) men are but to come end ¢nter the gate of

eternal rishteousness.zlg

In & final brief reference Walther seys that preaching
the gospel means nothing slse than (1) telling men that they
have been perfectly reconeciled, (2) with CGod, (3) by Chriat.220

Francis Pleper

Pieper does not appear to come to grips fully with the
problem under discussion. On cne occaslon he does have this
to say: "The resurrection of Christ is, as Holy Writ teaches,
the actual absolution of the whole world of sinners.“gal In
another lnstasnce he gquotes Luther with approvals

We should preach also forglveness of sins in

His name, that is, the Gogpel should be preached,

which declarses that in Christ the alns of all the

world have been swallowed up, that Christ suffered

death in order that our sin be taken awaey from us,

end thag e arose in order to devour it and blobt
it out& t..2 v

Both of these statements are noteworthy in that they do
highlight the resurrection as part of the gospel. BRayond
this poinit Pleper does not seem to be explicit as to what
should be included for a proclamation to be the kerygma
or what could be left out without essentisl 1y damaging the
kerygma.

2191h1d,, p. 374.
2201p94., p. %91.

- 22lprancis Pieper, Christisn Dogmatics, ;zanglat?dsirom
ths German Th. En%eiaer an « T. eller o
Loais: Oonggrdia Publishing House, 1951}. IXI, 348.

P221nid., p. 360.
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Rlchard R. Caemmerer

In his book, The Church in the World, Caemmerer assys:

This message (ke a) containa information
sbout historicel facts, namely, those of the birth,
the 1ife, suffering, death, regurrection of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

In yet another statement these words appesrs

The Christian gospel 1g the story of God's
sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ to the end
thaet thisz 1life of love might egain pervede man
and God might again be glorified snd other men might
agein see the frult of God's presence in man. Hhen
Jesus completed the work of redemption on the cross
and the Father pronounced it complete through His
resurreotion from the dead, the way was cleared
for man to be victorious over sin and selfilshness
and to housge the life of God, the 1i§g of love,
again at work in Himself toward men, ¢

Willliam Backus

In his master's thesls #illiam Backus listed cight
elements as being basic in the kerygmat (1) the atonement
is an sct of God, (2) the person and work of Jesus Christ
all happened in fulfillment of the prophecies of the Jewlsh
Scriptures, (3) a gserious ettempt to bring people to a
recognition of sin, its nature as a rebellion égaiﬁat Giod,
its conseguences in terms of gullt, sand the necessity for
removing this gullt in order to bring about fellowship wlth
God, {4) the death of Christ on the cross, {(5) the death of

223p3chard R. Caemmerer, The Church in the Horld
(8t. Louis: Concordis Publishing House, 1949), p. 41.

224 1h1d., p. 69.
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Christ had te do with humen sin, (6) the proclamation of
the resurrection of Christ is indispensabls (the resurrsction

for the apostles converted Christ's death to an euangelion,

{(7) the preachers of tThe New Testament bhellieved thenselves

to be living In s new age {the sge of fulfillment), (8) when
people hesr and use the poweriul message of the gospel, Christ
comes Lo dwell Iin His people to work through them the 1life of
the new age with 1ts ethicel and religlous profits.225

gustaf Aulen

fulen in one instance aeems Lo indicate that the neart

of proclavatlion is a theologia crucls. He ciltes in par-
ticuiar Rom. 5:6-10. In addition he emphasigzes that the 014
Testament law L3 fuliilled and canceled by Christ's work and

thet Christ is a fulfillment of Old Testament promises,2<0

In speaking of the task of the ministry this same suthor
gald (1) that it consistz in bLringing forth the message of
Christ, (2) it is a ministry of reconcilistion, (3) the
foundstion for our task is the finished work of Christ, (4)
there must be a consciousness thet Christ is Lord, (5) the

225william Backus, "An Analysis of Missourl Synod

Preachlng Based on the Content of the Wew Testament
Keryema.” (Unpublished Master!s thesis, Concordia
Serminary, St. Louls, 1852}, p. 1l.

26
Gustaf Aulen, The Falth of The Christian Church,
trenslated from the Swedlsh by Erich H. Wahlstrom
and G, Everett Arden (Fhiladelphia: MNuhlenberg
Fress, 1948), p. 4l.
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Word and Secraments bear the message of reconciliation.aav

Here it would seem alsc that the purpose and the
benefits of the gospel are stressed rather than its contents.
The two examples cited seem to be as repreaentative as any
other that the author makes.

7. A. Kantonen

Kantonen states that (1) Christienity is inseparably
bound up with a person, (2) Christianity is a God of persons,
(3) God wes in Christ, (4) in Him dwelleth the fulnsess of
the Godhead bodlly, (8) Christ is the Saviour, (6) there 1s
a presupposition of the reality of sin, (7) at the center of
a sinful world stands a croass, (8) man 1s in debt to God,
(©) there im the vicarious suffering by the redeeming love
of God, {10) it is that through which sinful men becomss
reconciled to CGod and enters into seving fellowshlp with Him
through Christ, {(11) the word hecame flesh, (12) we basse
everything on the forgiveness of sins.228

C. He Dodd

. H. Dodd believes the following is en outline of the
kerygma as it 1s to be found in St. Pauls {1) the proprhecies
are fulfilled and the new asge 1s inaugurated by the coming
of Christ, (2 ) He was born of the seed of David, (3) He dled

227 1 bid., pp. 410 £f.

228 | A. Kentonen, The Message of the Church to the
Worid Tods (Hinnsapoiia: augsburg Publishing
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according to the Scriptures, to deliver us out of the
present evil age, (4) He was buried, (5) He rose on the
third dey according to the Scriptures, (6) He is exalted
at the right hend of God, as Son of God and Lord of quick
and dead, (7} He wlll come again as Judge and Saviour of

men. A

Dodd would summarige the preaching of Peter in this
way: (1) the age of fulfillment has dawned, (2} this came
about through the ministry of Christ, His death, resurrection,
with prooi from the Scriptures that it happened according to
God'e plan, {3) by virtue of His resurrection Jesus has been
exalted to the right hand of God, (4) the Holy Spirit in the
church is the sign ofvchriat's présent power and glory, (5)
the Messisnic age will shortly reach lts consummation in the
return of Christ, (6) finelly, there was an sppeal for re-
pentance, the offer of forgiveness and the Holy Ghost, and
the promise of aalvation.zso

Archibald M, Hunter

Hunter has made the finding of the kerygms one of his

tasks. He concludes that there is a basic unity in the

231

kerygma which the New Testement presents. fle believes

229

C. H. Dodd, The Apostolic Presching and Its Develop-

ments (London: EEEEer and stougnton EiﬁIEEET“Igzg).
P

230111d., pp. 21-24.

251Arch1bald N, Hunter, op. c¢it., p. 9,
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the terms "Goapel of the kingdom," "Gompel of Christ," and
the Word of Life,” can be equatedcgsg The same can bhe
gsaid of the terms "to be in the kingdom,” "to be in Christ,”
and "to have eternal lifeo"ass Hunter has come to the con-
clusion that the terms "kerygms" and “suangelion” are like-
wise synonymou30234

It is Hunter's conclusion that the early Christian
sermon content can be englyzed as heving three baslie factors:
(1) a claim that the message was the fulfillment of 014

Testement prophecy, {(2) a historlical exposition setting

forth Jasus® life, death, resurrection, and exaltation, (3) a
summons to repent and accept the forgivenssa of sins in ;
Jeauvaoz35 He basss the foregoing principally on Acts 10:36-43, é
end selscted passages from the writing of Paul's epistles. :
By comparing the four gospels to the standard just
set up, Hunter concludes that the Cospels are not blographies
of Christ nor the writers of the Gospels blographers; rather
are the Gospels but expanded forms of the kerygma just

described,236 He finds this same basic message in Flrst Peter

23?;21Q.. p. 20,
233100, éi&-
23?;259., p. 25.
23?;9§g,, pp. 28-30,

2861p1d., p. 30.
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and the Eplztle to the Hebrews.237
He says furthers

Any preaching today whioh eims to be in line
with the origins)l Gospel must conserve the essential
affirmations of the Apostolic preaching. Its cors
end kernel wlll be a story--a story that socunds as
erazy to meny of our wise men today as 1t 4id to the
Greeks of Paul's dey--a story centering in a Jew
called Jesus the Messleh in whom the prophecies made
ef old to lsreael were fulfiiled, in whose life, death,
resurrection, and exaltation the Living God acted con-
cluslivelw for us men and our sslvation; end in the
experience of whose followers, i.s.,, the Church, there
wes revesled a new quality of life, arising out of
what God hsd done, which in turn conf&rged the velue
set on the saving faots in the story.<

Hunter meltes tho assertion that thers was no gospsel
kmown in the Primitive Church which did not contain thess
words as basils--"Christ died for our sins according to the
Seriptures.” As brief as ars those words, they do make
these three statements sbout the atonements (1) Christ's
death wes vicarious, (2 ) 1t wes related to humen sim,

(3) 1t fulfilled certain Scriptures (probably Isaiah B5). 8

In summarizing his stetements on the atonement, Hunter
has this to seys (1) it originates in the graclous will of
God, {2) it has to do with sin, (3) its means is the

erucified Christ Whose death was vicarious, representative,

asvlbido " ppo 35"'350

258yp1d., p. 36.

2391p14., p. 98.
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and sacrificiel, {(4) the spiritual end which it secures
is reconciliation or renewed fellowship with God, beased

on forgiveness of ains.24°

2]

“a

40
Ibid., p. 112.



CHAPTER IIIX
THE BASIC CONTENT OF THE CHRISTIAN COSPEL

wWith the exceptlon of Bacltus, Hunter, and Dodd, not
one source really attempts specifically to set a limit for
the baslic content of the kerygma. Agein with the excepiion
of the three writers mentloned, no one states what can be
excluded and yet have the kerygma remain kerygme. If that
weyre the casse, this paper would, of course, be umnecessary.

This doss, however, present us with the problem of
choosing «hich sources shall be the ones for the {inal besis
of decision and which ones are %o be eliminated. Some
thirty-nine of all the references cited offered themselves
on the following baslss that the context amd purpose of
the given reference was ottempting in some fuller way to say
what the kerygma contained. It has become evident that the
bulk of the Scripturel references are used more in the form
of labels for the kerygma rather than as an expressicn of
the kerygme itself. A number of repressntative statements
were tsken from various authors; and in some instances a
number of statements were taken from the seme author when
it was apparent that he was seeking to come to soms kind
of definite conclusion on kerygmatic content.

In any study.of thié kind the statistloal method is
most certainly not an ebsolute law, otherwise the 0l1d

Testument would outweligh the New in many instances. Yet,
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the statistlesl iz a method that can lend insight into our
problem at hand, OF the total number of thirty-nins
references which offered themselves, twenty-flve were from
the Seriptures. The moat =ignificant of these twenty-five
are the references from Acts, and of these ths refersnces
in Acts 2, 3, 4, &6, 10, and 13, ere mwost definitive. 1In
these instances the speaker attempts to clarify for his
audiencs what he belisves 1t is that will establish and
maintein a right relastionship with God. These speeches
inciude the one at Penbtecost, the one given on Solomon's
Porch, Peter's speeches before the Sanhedring his sermon
to the household of Cornelius, and Paulls sermon in the
synegogue gt Antiocch. Of these selections we can say with
finality, "when they spoke on these occasions; they at
least salid this.” If what is recorded here has been cut
to the minimum--just the highlights-~then what 1s sald is

all the more important for determining basic kerygmatic

content.
The specific selections which offered themselves were:

Mark 1:15; Mark 2323 Mark 16315; Luke 24:46-48; Acts 23:14-39;
Acts 3:12-26; Acts 4:10-12;;:Acts 5330-32; Acts 10:336-43;
Acts 13316-41; Acts 20:17-37; Acts 26:8-2%5; Rom. 13:1-6;
1 Cor, 2:2-9; 1 Cor. 15:1-28; Eph. 151-23; Eph. 2:1-22;
0ol. 1:11-23; 1 Tim. 3:16; 2 Tim, 1318-11; 2 Tim. 2:8-15;
1 Peter 1:1-12; 1 Peter 1:18-25; Heb, 1 send 2.

Of the fourteen selections teken from sources other

than the Scriptures, one is from the writing of Gustaf Aulen,
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one from Richard R. Caemmerer, one from T, A. Kantonen,

four from C. ¥. W, Walther, one from Francis Pieper, two
from C. H. Dodd, three from Archibsld M, Hunter, and one
from Williem Beckus,

The items which appear on the final scale were
dictnted by the sources themselves. They appear in chart
form in appendices B and C as well as in the following
verbal aenslysis,

The freqguency of the appearance of the various factors
in this statistical tally mede a number of polnts very clesr.
Counted a2s an "absolute" item in the basic content of the
kerypgme, ¥as any ltem mentloned twenty-six or more times in
the thrity-nine references used, or for practicsl purposes,
thoss ltems whilch wers mentioned in two-thirds of the
exemples cited.

Four factora, in this sense appear basic: (1) the faet
that the man {Christ) and the event had its origin or had te
do with God, {2) the death of Christ, (3) His resurrection,
(4) (overwhelmingly mentloned) there is to be a eell to
repentence snd/or the offer of the forgivensss of sins through
this men and/or through this event. If a man would say
kerygma, then it appears from this snalysis that the four -
itema sbove form the minimal basic content of the gospel.

It is interesting to note that of thess four items listed
as "absolutes" in the overall survey, six of the crucisl six
Acts! passages list the first; five of the six, the secondj;
six of the six, the third; and six of the =six, the fourth.
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There are a numbar of factors which we have placed in
the "nesr absolute" category. These are the ltems mentioned
thirteen times or mores in the thirty-nine references: that
means that theov were mentioned at least in one=third of the
cases, They are the followings (1) Christ 1s identified
as being from God or as the 8Son of God, (2) the events
spoken of were prophecied in the Serdptures, {(3) the man
spoken of in the message had a human sncestry or was man,
(4) there wes humsn responsibility for the sin this man came
to remove, (5) this man was crucified, (6) His crucifixion
was concerned with sin, {(7) He was exelted, {(8) in thils man
and/or event, the Scriptures were fulfilled.

It will be helpful sgein to compare these cstegories with
the six crucisl Acts' pasasges. With reference to the first
of these "near ebsolute" ocategories, two of the six make
mention of it; to the second, four of the six make mention of
it; to the third, five of the six; to the fourth, four of the
alx, to the fifth, six of the six; to the sixzth, six of the
slx; to the meventh, three of the six; to the eighth, three
of the six, The overall pattern is doubly underscored once
again by these passages 1ln Acts.

There are two factors which might be llated as "probables,”
these refer to the faet of the New Testament proclaimers being
wvitnesses of the event of which they spoke and, the second, to
the life and work of Christ. References to these three cate-

gories occur at least ten times. The s8ix crucial Acts
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passages raefer to them five, and two times respectively,

One of the "probable" asreass 1= worth noting in par-
ticular; that is the factor of witnessea or witnessing.
A1l references Yto witnesses or witnessing ars restricted
to the Beriptures, five of them originsted in the six
chepters of Acts. No specific reference to thia factor
is made by the osther authors listed,

In summary then, we might affirmm thet Lo enunciats
the basiz content of the gospel one must state that it is

God's doing from heginning te end, thet this plan of God

took form In o very specific Person who died (one of His
titles is Jesus of Nezareth), that this Person rose agesin
from the dead, and without fall 1t must be said, that

repentance and forgivenesa of sins are now helng offered by i

and through this Person snd/or act. Thils very last ltem, q
in particular, seems to be inescapable 1f the kerygma would |
be sald. If repentance and the forgivensss of sins through
Christ is not sald, then the New Testament message has not
been proclaimed, It is worthy of note that Walther says
the same thing very inslistently.
We might call to special sttention also the ltem of
Christ's resurrection, on two grounds., We cannot forget the
inslstence of Peul's argument in 1 Corinthians 15 regarding
this event. He insista that the relationshilp of man to God
is certein, if the reauﬁreotion of Christ is certain; false,
if Hie resurrection is false. In the second plece, we cannot

forget that it was this event, as another has sald, which
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made the 1ife of Christ the eusngelion for the apostles,

These two factors should esrtalnly lend force to the necessity
of enunclating the resurrection in contemporary situations.
Right on the heels of the four absolutes mentioned,

follow the "nesr absolutes." For the man who would ssy

- kerygma, they dare not be far removed from his mouth. He
needs to tel) people that this Christ was the Son of God,
that the ev:nts which surroundsd the Christ were directly
releted to the Seriptural message by way of propheny and/or
fulfilliment, that the Christ was man, that there iz human
responslbility for the phenomenon of 2in, that the manner
in which Chirist dled wes through ths orucifixion, that the
crucifixion had to do with sin, that this Christ was exalted
by His Pather as well a8 raised from the dead.

Heving sald this, he can rest assured that he will have
sald whnt God has asked him to say. Luther’s explsnation

of the Secornd Article was not far wrong.




APPENDIX A
THY. LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS

A logleal srea for further examination in determining
the baslc content of the kerygme 1s the symbolical books of
the Lutheren Church. The following survey of the symbols
willl at least give us en indlcation of their thinking on
the content of the gospel. There are s number of
refersences in the Augsburg Gonfession. In one inatance it
has this to says (1) the dord, the Son of God, sssumed
humen neture in the Virgin ¥ary, (2) ths two natures con-
Jjoined in Christ, (3) Hé truly suffered, (4) He wes cru-
cified, (5) He died énd was burled, (6) by this He recon-
clled the Fether to us, being a sacrifice not only for ocur
original sin but slso for our actual sins, (7) it continues,
He descended into hell, (8) He truly rose the third day,
(9) He ascended into heaven, (10) He reigns to rule and to
ssnctify those who believe in Him, (11) by sending the
Holy spirit, (12) He will come agaln to judge.l

In snother instance the Augsburg Confession: reports:

(1) we cannot be justified by our own strength, (2) we are

1"Augsburgiache Ronfession," Die Bekenntnisschriften

der evangelisch-lutherischen Kirche (Die zweite ver-
besserte Auflage; Gottingen: Vendenhoeck snd Ruprecht,
1962), Artikel III, paragraphs 1,2,3,4,5 (Latin text),
P. 54.
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freely justified for Christ's sake, (3) through falth,
(4) when people belleve that sins are forgiven for
Christ’s sake, (H) Who by death mede setisfaction for our
sing, (8) this falth Cod imputes for rightaouaness.g

In one stetement the Apology says, ". . . we rob
Christ cof the glory of belng Hedietor, #Who is Mediastor
perpetually, snd not merely in the begimning of justifi-
cation, "o

The Apology uses the expression, "The very volce of
the gospel 1s this that by faith we obtain the remission
of ains,"¢

The Apology llsts as means of grace: (1) absolution,

{2) hearing the sermon, (3) reading, (4) the Sacraments.®

In an attempt to deflne the kerygme the Apology hes
this to offer: (1) it is the promise of grace bestowed

in Christ, {2) it is repeated in the Scripture, {a) to

Adam, (b) the patrisrchs, (¢) cleerer in the prophets,

BIbid., Artikel IV, persgreph 1 (Latin text), p. 56.

3tapologie der Konfession," Die Bekemntnisschriiten
der evangelisch-lutherischen Kirche (Die zwelte
Verbesserte Aullage; Gottingen: vandenhoeck and
Ruprecht, 1952), Artikel IV, paregraph 317 (Latin
text), p. 221 (ilhen we attribute the work of senti-
fication to someone else other then Christ, this
occurs).

4Ibid.,'.ﬂrtikel XII, paragreph 2 (Latin text), p. 262,

O — e

5Ibid., paragrephs 42 and 43 (Latin text), p. 289,
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(d) lestly, by Chriet, (e) it is disseminated by the

apoatles.6

Luther Iin the Smaleeld Articles hes this to say, "God
will and does sccount us entirely righteous and holwy for the
sake of Christ, our Medistor,"?

in his Large Catechism Luther states that the Loprd's
Supper gives us egll that the Third Artilele télks about, or,
in another phrase, the entire tressure of heaven is given
us.®

In discussing the Second Article of the Creed, Luther
states That the ontire gospel which is presched 1s bessd on
this article, namely, the second.’

In discussing the Second Petition Luther hes this to
say regarding a definition of the kingdom of God: (1) God
sent His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, (2) into the worlg,
(3) to redeem and deliver us from the power of the devil,

(4) to bring us to Himself, (5) He now governs us as =

81bia., parsgraph 53 (Latin text), p. 261.

7“Schmalkaldische Artikel,” Die Bekenntnisschriften
der evangelisch-lutherischen Rirche (Die zwei te
verbesserte Auilage; G8ttingen: vandenhoeck snd
Ruprecht, 19562), Artikel XIII, paragraph 1 (Latin
text), p. 400.

S"Groaser Katechismus,” Die Bekenntnlsschriften der

evangelisch-lutherischen Kirche (Die zweite ver-
besserte Aullage; Gdttingen: Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht,
1962), Abendmehl, paragraph 32 (Latin text),

Pp. 713-714.

glbid., Von dem Glauben, der ander Artikel, parsgraph 33
atin text), p. 663.




89
king of righteousness, 1ife, end sslvation, (6) agalnst
sin, death, and an evil conscience, (7) to do this He has
sent us His Holy Spirit.+0
In clarifying the meaning of Baptism, Luther says

that it promises or brings (1) victory over death and the
devil, (2) forgiveneas of sina, (3) the.érace of God, (4)
the entire Christ, (5) the Holy Ghost with His gifts.ll

The Formula ol Concord states in its discussion of
free will thaot GOd saves man aloné through the Redesmer,
Jesus Christ, through the means of Grace,12

In discussing the "righteousness of faith," the
Formuls says, "Therefore the righteousness which is imputed

to falth or to the believer ocut of pure grace is (1) ths

obedisnce, (2) the suffering, (3) and the resurrection of
Christ, (4) since He has made satisfaotion for us to the

nld

law, snd psid for our sins.
In this same article we have this astatement:

His obedience, not only in suffering and
dying but also in this, that He in our steed
voluntarily made under the law, and fulfllled
it by this obedience, is imputed to us for

101pid,, Vaterunser, die ander Bltte, peragraph 51
(Latin text), p. 673.

111b1d., Teufe, paragraph 41 (Latin text), p. 689. :

12 H dap
ggggkgf éﬁﬁfiﬁfﬁ%fxsﬁﬁﬁn eraﬁe iﬁie sweige verbesserte
Aullage; odttingens Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 1962),

Artikel II, paragraph 60 (Letin text), p. 89l.

131p3d., Artikel III, psragraph 14 (Latin text), p. 918.
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righteousness, so0 that on account of this com-
plete obedlence, which He rendered His heavenly
Father for us, by doing and suffering, in living
end dying, God forgives sins, regards us as god-
ly and righteous, and eternally saves us., This
righteousness ls offersd us by the Holy Ghost
through the Cospel and in the Sacraments, snd
is applied, eppropriated and raceived through
falth, whence bellievers have reconciliation
with CGod, forglvenass of sins, the grace of God,
sonship, and heirship of eternsl life.i?

In o further reference in this sams article The Pormula

staten:lﬁ

Therefore we bslieve, teach, and confess

the sntire obedience of the sntire person of

Christ, which He has rendered the Father for

us even to His ignominious death upon the

eross, is imputed to us for rlghteousnsss.

#dhen 1t speaks of Law and (Gospel, the Formula says
that the gospel teaches us what we should believe (1) that
we obtaein forgiveness of ains with God, (2} beceuse the Son
of God, Jemus Christ, took upon Himself and bore the curse
of the law, (3) that He expiated and psid for all sins, (4)
only through Him (a) can we enter into favor with God,

(b) obtein forgiveness of sins by falth, (c¢) be delivered
from death, {Q) from all punishments of sin, (e} will we be
eternally saved, -6

our final reference to the GConfessions 1s alsoc taken

from the Formuls when it speaks concerning election. 1In

147p34., paragraphs 15 and 16 (Latin text), p. 918-919.
151pid., paragreph 56 (Latln text), p. 933-934.
161bid,, Artikel V, paragraph 20 (Latin text), p. 958.
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this instance 1t states the gospel to be (1) that the human
race 15 redeemed and reconciled with God, (2) through Christ,
(3) by His obodlience, (&) suffering, (5) death, (8) He
merlited the rightsousness whlch avails before God, (7) by
Word sand Sacramenls the Holy Spirit worke through this
messege to ¢sll men to repentance and preserve them in true

faith. L’

It would eppeer that many of the references thus chosen
from the Confessions, whlle purporting to spesk of the gospel,
often spenk of the objectives of the gospel rather than the
nature of the content itself, A reference in Artlcle III
of the Augsburg gonfeasion and Imther's explenstion of the
S8econd Article in his Small Catechism are perhaps the
richest sources of help in determing the basic content of

the kerygma.

171nia., artikel XI, paragraphs 15,16,17 (Latin text),
P. 1069,




APPENDIX B

CHART I, FERRQUENGCY OF KERYGMATIO ELEMENTS

[ Agts Tosal | Total | Cther | Totsl
Tlements mentioned in TR b Acte ¥. T. |Authors| Refer-
expressing keryema b,5, refer-| refar- ences
10,13 S | _ences
Total references 6 8 25 14 9
Repsntance andfor the
forgivensss of sins é 8 23 % 37
offered thyough Christ :
Originstes in or has '
| o do with Cod. é 72 20 7 27
g 5 1 16 10 28
 Christ arose é Z 16 10 26
Chris als0 nan 5 5 i 5 19
Christ was oruciiied,
.o sghed His blood 6 7 ) 5 19
Ohrist is Son of God,
or lord 2 3 11 ya 18
Humen responsihility '
for ain b L 10 7 o
Orucifixion hed to 1
w40 with sin LRl iz 3 12
Events prophecied ’ ‘*
in Soripture ? S e, 11 2 16
Seriptures were { |
 fulfilled P T T 12 4 16
hrist was exalt | s e 10 I L
Ve are witnesses !
_of 211 this _ ! - 3 11 0 Al
The 1ife and work | |
of Christ ‘ gt g 3 7 o __
Ohzist suffered EitrL 2. 5 b 2
The Holy Spirit is
LAnvolved in a1l of this 3 3 8 A 2
Beoause of Christ, we
w 0 §5% 3 3 6
Christ will return as
B 1020 L - I 1 3
Christ's action creates
La_nev fellowghip B D ] L. 3 L




AFFRNDIX C
CHART 1I, FERQUENOY OF XUEYCMATIC ELEMINTS

' Frequsrney
Flements menticned in
expressing kewvema Inaar absolute absolute
. A5 10 35 b 30 .35
Repentence and/or the for- ZF
givenane of sing offered 1
through Christ JESC AR 0 RO ROTDC AT

Originates in or has '

to do with God KX KK KRR KK KKK KKK

| 3
Chzist dled R O R O R X

|

{ | !

Ohrist arose mwmnﬁmﬁuxxﬁmmc |
H |
[ i

Christ is zlso man KK ‘ ! i

Christ was orusified, or |
Rhed His blood LOCCGOOCRRCUTUTIX |

Chriet is Son of God, or Lord DUTIXXKXXX OO

Foman responsibility for sin KFERARIKK Kf;:fr

Crucifixion had %o do with sim DODOCKREXX n_é;nx X

Iventa prophecled im Boripture KIOOSGXX i

Seriptures were fulfilled ORI

Chriet was exslted R0CTL s.‘C{XXJOQXX

fe ave witnesses of all this  [OCUCKKAXX ‘z i
The 1ife and work of Christ  POCKKKKORX |
Christ suffered ' XX A % ;

Holy Spirit involved in
all of thig IO

Because of Him, we live
in a new age LOCRAKK

Christ will return as jJudge 1 6.9.9.8.¢
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fellowship ot
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