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While some of the areas ere outlined 1n more detail, the 

f'undamanta.1 points &.gn1n do not o.ppear to be at a.ll 1n e,:cess. 

In his speech to the eldern of the church of Ephesus, 

wh1oh 1s mo1"e a Pev1ew of his ~ork rather thnn .!l spec1f1c 

"sermon,'° Paul rn.<-.mtio:na:206 (1) that he pre9.ched repentance 

and fa.1th in o·ur Lord Jem.rn Ch~ist, (2) that he spoke of the 

gospel of the gx•Rc~ of God., (3) that he prt~ached the kingdom, 

(4) that cm:~1st obt;1.ired the Church for Himself bJ: His O\'JI\ 

bloodo 

In his speech before Felix he 1ndicmtea tha.t he is on 

triru. booausa of his be,11efs about the resurrection of the 

dee.do 207 208 
In his defense be.fore. Festu·s he 11st s: (1) thnt 

God rait.:cs the dead, (2} that people should repent and turn 

to God, (3) th.at he was snying noth1ng else than ,'!hat Moses 

and the prophe-ts had to SP.y, (4) thnt Oh!'i$t must suffer, 

(5) that Cl~rist ~~uld be the first to rise from the dead, 

{6) t.hst by this resurreot1on, light would be proclaimed to 

the people 9nd to the OentilOSo 

Thesfl speeches in Acts should be halpful0 pRrticularly 

those in chapters 20 3, 4 11 5, 100 and 13, bees.use the speaker 

seemed definitely set on proclaiming that which ho believed 

would work sffeot1vely in the hearts o~ people to bring them 

to God and to keep them with God. 

206Acts 20:17 ff. 
207Aots 24i21. 

208.Aets 26:8-83. 
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Co fo W. ~alther 

A number of ot her nourcoa 0 in addition to the 

Scriptureag v1ere 1•oviev1ed for possible a1d in determ1ng the 

content of th(} !terz~. waJ:l~har ln attempting to clarify 

the gospel quotes Luther as aaying (1) that Christ is the 

Lamb of God that takes aws.y the s~.n of the world, (2) Be baa 

reconciled roan r;1th Uia father, (3) by pure grace, (4) this 

gives all people everlasting rir)l.teousnesa. 209 

'i'ialther cites Je1". 31:31-34 as a clear preaentntion 
210 of 'che gospel. In anothe1" instance he m:unu"':larizes the 

gospel as being (1) the forgiveness of sins, (2) by the free 
211 gl"e.oe of God, (5) !OJ:' the sake of Jesua Christ. 

On Easters saya this same author, we must speak (1) of 

Christ's victory over sin, death, devil, and hell, (2) also 

in terms of calling people to repentance. Welther scores 

heavily a preaching of the forgivenesa of sins which st the 

s~~ time is not a preaching of repentance.212 

In another of hie stateaente regarding the gospel, he 

includes (l) Obrist, the Son of God, (2) took upon Hi~self 

the sins of every sinner, (3) by His life of poverty, 

209c. F. W. Walther, Law and OoB~el, reproduoed from 
the German by Wo H-:-7.r.Dau (S. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing Houee,1929), P• 46. 

2l0Ib1do, P• 7lo -
211 

Loo. o1t. --
21 2,'iel ther, ~:Sb1d., Po 123. -
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(4) suffering, (5) crue1f1x1on, (6) and death, (?) He wiped 

away the record of sin, (8) by raising His Son, God the 

Father confirmed the work ot Christ, of reconc111at1on end 

redemption 0,s being finished, (9) on tho cross, (10) Christ 

commanded forgiveness to be preached, (11) forg1veneas is 

avnilable for everyone.213 

Th~~ following s ·te.tement f'rom Walther on the keey~ 

can be t $1 ken es being about as def'1n1t1ve ae he desired to 

make it. He supposes a s1tue.t1on in which a man is·, talking 

to e. group of hostile Indiona and is about to be k llled by 

one of their bulletso How much (what) must the man 1n 

question s ay before he would be assured thBt b~hind him he 

i1ould have f.!Own enough seed to begin a congregation? Un:ler 

these circumstances 'f/olthe1' says the f'o+lowing must be 

stated: (l) the Lord Jesus 1s the son ot -God11 (2) He came 

down from heaven, (3) to redeel'.11 men from a1ns, (4} by taking 

the wrath of God upon Himselt, (5) overcoming death, dev11, 

hell 11 (6) in their stead, opening heaven, {7) every man 
214 

can be saved by accepting ~hat Jesu~ has brought. 

Quoting Luth~r, Walther &Bys in another instance that 

Ohr1st g~ves us all of li1s possessions (1) through His Life 

by ah1ch He swallowed up death, (2) by Bis righteousness by 

which He wiped out sin, (3) by His aalvation by which He has 

213
Ib1d., p. 169. -

214
Ib1d., P• 261. -


