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AN BEXAMINATION OF THE WORSHIP OF MARY OF GUADALUPE
Introduction

The Trinity of the Bible is fast becoming the Quadrinity in
the Catholie Churche MNMariolatry, or the worship of Mary, has bocome
a chief charasteristic of the Roman Church in our day. The doctrine
of liary's eooperation in selvation is far more developed and empha=
glized today them in the days of liartin Luther. Today, in Catholiec
books on dogma the doctrime is logilcally, though not Seripturally,
presented in an appealing waye VYe are shown how death came through
Lve, while life and forgiveness came through llarye One man and
women did grievous harm %o mankind, another man and women brought
reconciliatione Genesis 3; 15 is quoted to show that He would erush

the serpent's head, but "He" is none other then the offspring of the

Jomane True it is, they say, that Adam's guilt has universal effect

on sinners today, but must not Eve bear some of the responsibility

for the ruin of mankindes 9If then Adam and Eve cooperated in the fall
of man, there is no g priori improbability of a new Adem and a new
Eve cooperated in the affairs of man's nhnptioa.‘l Henee, Catholies
today call Mary the cooperatrix in the Redsmption. She is called

"our Mother?, for she has begotten them to a life of grage, and even

as children are dependent upon their mothers, so the Catholic is

h
1, Rapael Ve 0'Comnell, S.J., Our Mediatrix
PO S o » SeJes Our Lady Mediatrix of All Graces,




11

dependent upon Mary.
But what is the basis for this so-called spiritual motherheod?
Catholios 1list three main reasons. First of all, they speak of the

merit of the divine maternity. Why did God choose Mary to be the

mother of the Son of God? Because, they say, she was the purest of
virgins. She was distinotive, above all other women. They bid us
note that God waited until Mary came before He sent His Some.

Secondly, they say that the Ingcarnation was not effected without
lery's free gonsent. At the Annunciation, it is stated, the angel
asked Yary's oonsent for Jeesus' barth. Thus, in oonsenting te the
Incarnation, lary cooperated direcitly in the redemption of the world.
derriage is not possible without the consent of poth parties. 4nd se
the Son of Cod had to have an “allianee” with someone to bring about
the salvation of men. She gave us Jesuse. #e cannot help but ask,

«hat hes happened to John 3, 16, "God sentee.?"

liow then, the Romanists ocutinue, by the gonformity of her wili
%o the divine will, she goopersted, she united with her Som, jn ihe
bloody gaorifice on Calvarye Thus they say, "is the liother of all the
living, she must give them life through the Fassion of her Som, as the
future comforter in all their sorrows, she must learn compassion through
her om most grievous m.'a low Mary is incessantly ococupied with
whatever oonoerns us, proteoting us from those things which would make

void in us the Fassion of her Sonhe

2¢ 0'Connell, Lp- mu Pe 85,




Christ's death has won countless graces for us, they state.
Our task is to obtain these graces. lMary "oconcurred® in this trea-
sure by her consent. IHenoce she also has part of those greaods. Thus
she is ocalled the Hedlatrix of Grace. She distributes the graces
whioh her Son has wone. TYes, the Holy Ghoat is the gushor of grace,
that is, the physical and efficient cause of grece, but iiary is the
distributor of those graces. Chri&st is the HEAD of the Churoh, mat
Hery is the HECK, the comnecting channel. Catholios admit that
this universal mediation of kiary was not discussed by theologians
before the fifteenth centurye. But they say that many other dootrines
were not fully discussed in the early centuries. They seem to find
something, however, in John's jumping in the womd, and the wedding
at Cana, to prove Hary's iediatrixe

Mary, theny is the chief diapon.ﬁr of greces. Catholies speak
of two kinds of graces, senotifying or habitual, and actual or tran=-
sient grace. It is the latter type that is especially meant when
speaking of Mary as the kediatrix of all graces. lary's universal
mediation has as yet not been declared « dogme of the Church, bat it
is only a matter of time. The Immaoculate Conception was taught long
before it beoame an official teaching or dogme in 1854+ Decause of
lMary's position as di-pono%r of graces, one immediately can see the
benefits from lary worship or devotion. She has something to offer.
This oonolusion is reflected in the ocountless shrines being dedicated
to her. But as time goes on, many of these shrines take on a color

of their own. The emphasis begins to lie on the ghrine as the dis-
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p.ns%rof;noo. and so today the shrines, the gtatues or pigtureg
as such are being worshipred more than the personage in buek of them.
Rank idolatry reigns. One of the ocutstanding shrines of the Virgin
dary is that of Guadalupe, Jjust outside of xexieo Cityes This shrine
hes come into ircremsing importence of lete due to the title recently
given the Virgin of Guadalupe, with Pius XI's endorsement, namely,
’P{mosa of all the .americe's”, thus declaring this shrine as supreme
in the Westera Viorld. Ve may expsot the United States to hear far
more of this shrine in the years ahemnd. But Cuadalupe today yet is
still a aexigan shrine, with e jlexicen ring, and jexigan trappingse.

In the pages ahead we present first the history of the Guadalupe
shrine, including in this e desoription of Guadaelupe's physical growthe
The second part dedls with the reflections of Fuedalupe in Mexiocan
religivus and seouler lifo.

All of the Catholic souroes whioh ere quoted in this paper have
the "ihaprimatur® and the "nihil obatat."

In oonclusion, the author wishes to acknowledge with deep grati-
tude the helpful suggestions of Reve Be Jo Pankow of liexioo City) also
of Prof. Arthur C. Repp of Concordia Seminsry for his practical helps,
especially in suggesting some excellent scurce materialjy also of Dre
Fe Ee Mayer, who first direoted me to this subjeoct; also of my sister
Eunice, who assisted my fecble efforts in Spanish, and translated large
seotions of major source material for me. Finally, I am grateful te

my own mother for help in preparing the final drafte
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nation of the Guadalupe statue, In the course of events, Boturini's
priceless manuscripts, maps, and engravings were selzed, and he was
thrown into prison. Somehow his papers were shipred to Spain., In 1744
Boturini followed his work to Spain. But by thie time his interest had
begun to wvane. He never did get to see his mamuscripts again, for he
died before they were returned. In time, his papers were shipped back
to the Secretary of the Viceroy in MHexico again, wvhere they were treated
like so rmuch scrap. 9

It vas two centurles later before Boturini's plan was put into
effect. On September 24, 1886,the Archbishops of lexzico, Michoazean, and
Guadalajara presented the Pope, Leo XIII with a petition for the Corona-
tion of the Image. The Pope gave his consent on March 12, 1887, and plans
were made to have the ceremonies on December 31, 1887. But the latter
date soon became more than obsolete, for not only was this too little
time for the land of mafana to prepare for such an occasion, but the
1da soon sprouted forth to rebuild the Basilica to befit the Coronation.
And so from February 23, 1888, to September 30, 1895,the Picture was lo-
cated in the nearby capuchin Convent chapel while extensive remodeling
took place in the main church.

Also during these eight years the crown was made, a truly magni-
ficent item. A Parisian goldsmith, Edgar Morgan, was chosen to execute 1it.
Today 1t is the "showpiece" of Guadalupe. Lee gives us, perhaps, the

best description of the crown:

9. See Keyes, op. cit., pp 137ff.




«‘/‘.Z‘he Crowvn 1tself 1s a treasury of instruction and a

monitor of Catholic plety. It is symbolic - resting

firmly on the dioceses and archdioceses with thelir

medallions and escutcheons ruvning wp in Tepeyac ro-

ses and starry brilliants, and terminating in a dla~

mond Cross. The Angel of the Apparitions is well

represented in the six figures of archangel that form

a round, holding bebween them, two and two, the six

archiepiscopal shields. The flowers recall Juan

Diego; the heraldic eagle on the globe is national;

and the gizn of faith and redemption crowns all. The

design is Mexican; the execution - as the best was

sought = is Parisian. The work cost thirty thousand

dollars. 10

The Coronation itself took place on Cectober 12, 1895. It
was complete with the drama and ritual that the Catholic Church mus—
ters for guch an occasion, Romero lists 38 prelates among those who
attended, over 100 priests, and a huge mass of pedple, most of whom
were unable to even get near the Church, The actual crowning, per-
formed by the Archbishops of Mexico and Michoacan, took place about
noon on that day, and was accompanied by a shout from the witnesses
both inside and outside the church, Leo XIII, who had ordered the
Picture crovned in his name and inscribed with a Latin verse composed
by himself, on this occasion sdded several features to the special
Office at Guadalupe. For instance, he granted eighty days of Indul-
gence to the recital of one Hail Mary with the invocation, Holy Mary
of Guadalupe, proy for us!! Pompa y Pompa points cut that this was
not the first crowning of the Cuadalupan Virgin. In 1890, in Arsoli,
Itzly, a statue sent from Mexico had been crowmned. The third crowning

took place in Abino, Italy. The man responsidle for this Coromation

10, Iee, op. m.. Pe 256.
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wvas Federico Gambarell), noted Italian tenor, vho, as the story goes,
mede the crowvn with his own hands,

A statue of the Virgin in the San Ficoli Church in Rome was re-
ported to have moved its eyes and so on Jamuary 25, 1525,1t was erovmed.
Subsequent Coronations took place in Jerusalem, July 16, 1926, in Santa
Fe, Argentina, April 22, 1928, in Rome, 1933, 2nd in los Angeles, Jume
6, 1937.

But no event reminds the average Mexican today more of Guadalupe
than the yearly celebration of Cuadalupe Day on December 12th. By a de-
cree of Gongress in 1828 December 12th was declared a national religious
holiday, to be celebrated accordingly. It has been said that four fea-
tures characterlzed pagan rituals in Mexico, namely, offerings, lavish
use of flowers, dancing, and eating and drinking.n Cuadalupe Dgy today
vitnesses much the sme. In Catholic churches throushout the nation
specizl notice of the Apparition 1s taken, while at the Basilica 1tselfl
the atmosphere is one of rejolicing. In front of the church all day the
aso=czlled "Dance of the Shells" 1s performed by Indlans who come from
2ll parts of the country. The dance is named after tortolse shells which
form the "mainstay" of guitar-like instruments which they play as they
dance., By time evening comes, ribaldry invades the celebration. "In-
toxication is an inveriable feature of Guadalupe Day".

But the influence of Guadalupe is not limited to the relizioms |
field, Separation of Church and State is in its embryonic state in Mex- f
ico. Today Guadalupe ﬂas permeated the civil, so-called secular life of |
the averag;a\!ozim in an amagzing degres, of this more in the nex}y eh:pijr.

11. Gruening, Mexico and Its Heritage, p. 239.
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B. The Civil, Secuvlar Life.

The history of Mexico 1s a story by 1tself, =a fascinating and
bombastic ~s any nation's history could be. In summary, we feel we are
not wrong in saying 1t is one constant strugzle between the Roman
Church and the State for power. The great heads vhich arose and then
saniz into oblivion were either tools of the Church or ememies of the
Church, that s, down until recent times, when a balance of power de-
veloped, vhereby each seens to recognize the other as a necessary evil.
But we cannct enter into Mexican history to any great extent. Specif-
fically those events in vhich Cusdalupe played a prominent role will be
noted,

The Virgin of Guadalupe has been the rallying roint and inspira-
tion for many politiczl ideals. Perhaps she ployed her greatest role in
the Independence of 1810. From 1520 to 1810 Mexico was as complete and
obligingz a vzsesal of Spain =28 any colony could be, Put in 1808 Napcleon
crogssed the Pyreneg, and Ferdinand II of Spain capitulated. At this,
Viceroy Iturrignray, the real head of government in Mexico at the time,
started thinking about electing a local government to hold the country
enfe at least until the exiled king could return. The clergy of Mexico
and the Spanish leaders were complstely opposed to any such thouzht, for
their power lay in Spanish rule and domination, odbedience to the king as

an article of faith, etc.l

1. The Church had become the national monmey lender by this time.
For instance in Mexico City alome in 1790, out of 3387 houses
on the city's register, 1935 belonged to the church. See

Gruening, oD. moo Pe 183.
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As a result, the Viceroy wns gseized, imprisoned in the Inguisiticn, and
cventually deported to Spain. This was the proverblal straw that broke
the camel's back. It was the reason vhy on September 16, 1810, in the
local church of Dolores, state of Cuanajvate, Miguel Hidalgo, parish
priest, cried out, "Open your eyes! Do not let our enemies deceive you. -
They are Catholics for pelitical purposes only. Their CGod is monmey. Do
not listen to the seductive voices vhich beneath the cloak of religion
desires to malte you victime of insatiable greed". Hidalge, dborn in 1753
of native whites, was o thinker, dreamer. Ee had done rmch in his little
town to raise the standards of the people, ecstzblishing pottery and tex-
tile works, tanneries, planting grape~vines, and teaching bee=culture
among other things. He was loved by his people, and so theoy immediately
supported hies views of independence. "The Virgin of Guadalupe will help
vs" was the cry. Eidalgo had =28 his famous standard the Indian Virgin,
and as the movement gained ground, standards of ths Guadalupan Virgin
were leading processions everyuhere throughout the nation. Of course,
Hidalgo was excommmanicated, and so there is truth te the staterent that
"the Mexican nation was born excomrmunicated". Hidalgo, called wariocusly
zn heretic, athelst, apostate and follower of Martin Imther, was murdered
only six months after he began his independence movement, but Jose Maria
Morelos, a parish priegt from 2 neighboring town.' carried on the progran,
Morales wr AesiEbL To'a mev SenatEtaliTon el Ryee: S Sietalkinie
had room for public elections and other freedcms, The subsequent elec-
tions went bad for the clergy and Spenlfsh leaders. Iucklly for thenm,
however, the throne was reestablished in Spain in 1815 and the demccra-

tic constitution was immediately withdrawn. The clergy again wes all-
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powverful and in the same year lMorelos was seized, and the Inquisition
declared him to be "formally a heretiec, a prc_::::g:.(b!cr of hercsy, pur-
guar and disturber of the eccleslastical hierarchy, profaner of the
holy sacramentis, schlsmatie, lascivious, a hyroerite, irreconciladle
enemy of Christianity, traitor to God, King, and Pope".2 Following
this, the gentleman was released to the "“secular em‘* fcr execution.
The ironic thing about this 1¢ that in 1821 the hierar staged a com=-
plete turn-about and sought the independence which for ten years they
had helped suppress. This was due to the re-introduction of the demo~
cratic constitution of 1812 in Spain, mentioned above. 3Dut Guadalupe
had become the symbol for freedom from oppregsion.

Becavge of Guadalupe's political potential, it has often been
suspected of being the center of political intrigue. Hence, several
"irreverences” have befallen the shrine, In 1861, when Juarez, leader
of the Reform movenent, which was the first distinct effort to sepa-
rate church and state, entered the Mexicam capitol, secret police swarm-
ed dowvn vpon the Basilicay and searched the church and grounds thorough-
ly for weanons. In the process, several chalices, and cther wvaluable
objects were taken. A furore was raised, and Juarez ordered the ariic-
les returnsd. Juarez' progressivism gave way eventuzlly to Forfirio
Diaz!' military dictatorship, which lasted from 1876 to 1911. The
church enjoyed rich growth under him, great freedom. For instance,

the Coronation took place during the relgn of Diaz. 3But, as Gruening

2. GCruening, op. cit., p. 32.




35

describes it, the vhirlwind cams in 1910, with the start of ths Revolu-
tion, which down to the present day has stymied the Church, sometimes
very harshly.> The dynamite plot of 1921, mentioned earlier, is but
one reflection of the bitter animosity that has prevalled against the
Roman Church,

Does this mean that the average man today in Mexico is =2n enemy
of Guadalupe, of the Church? Far from it., The common Mexican laborer
today ia faithful te his church, regardless of what the "comrmnist”
povernment leaders tell him, The Virgin of CGuadalupe iz ineanable of
error. She is the great defender, nrotsctor of the common man, It is
amazing to see the prominence of her statues everywhers. She adorns
thonaands of fountains throughout Mexico. She may be seen on count—
loss army medallions and flags, preserved in the Chepultepec Museum in
Mexico City. ©She &s found on all sorts ef coins struck for wvarious
national evonts. She 1s carved into the headpiece of beds and other
farniture sold in the land. She is omnipresent, even being an essen-
tial item in the taxicabs and buses. The author remembers a night bus
trip from Oaxaca to Mexico City, during which the bus was in complete
darkness excert for a small 1ight thaot illuminated a tiny statue of
the Virgin of OGuadalupe in the front of the bus. ZEveryrhere a Mexi-
can turne he sees the Virgin, '.Eba averzge Msxican feels no anger or
irreverence in seeing her ricture orn the Nation2l Lottery ticksts sold
dally on every street of the maticnal capitol., She is on the labels
of standerd medicines, on the bottles of drinks, universally used, op

3. Gmning. LORe m-. P- 213.
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paper wélghts, household utensils, etc. Thms she has completely permeated
the secular life of the Mexican.

But in other areas she i strangely absent. The number of schools,
educational institutions, dedicated to the Virzgin is pitifully sm=1l. Yhy?
Because the number of schools is small. In 1794 there were only 10 prima-
Ty schools in 21l of New Spain, and povular education was unknown in Mexi-
co before the Reveolution of 1910. "Illiteracy was variously estimated at
from 80 to 85 per cent... Rural schools were virtually non-existent"
Popular education became a conecrete thing during the Cbregon administra-
tion of the early 1920's., Today the government, in the face of a nassive
resistance from the church, is yearly expanding its expenditures for edu-
cation, establishing, for instance, 12,000 rural schcols alone in the 6
year period from 1929 te 1935.5 Today over 50 per cent of the children
are in schools. But it is education devold of Christianity, often anti-
Christian.

The gzreatl curative powers of the Virgin, so graphically related
and painted in many places, has not as yet affected the gemeral health
of the Mexican populace. Figures can be shown which give the death
rate of Mexico City as being higher evem than such Asiatic and African
cities as Madras and Cairo, which makes it considerably above the aver-

age of the United States or Furope. There are more prostitutes in Mex-

L, Gruening, op. ¢it.., p. 515.

5. Charles Macfarland, Chaos in Mexico., r. 17.
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ico City than in Paris, Today, especlally since the Calles' admini-
stration, real attacks are being made on Mexico's 411 health.

Vhat is the present government's attituds toward the Guadalu-
ran shrine, and the Catholic Church? The doors of the shrine, of
course, are opemn, and thoussnds of humble Indians contimue to flock
Lo their "gateway tc heaven'". Bui today Guadalupe has not the uvn-
linited power of fifty years ago. The present situation dates broad-
1y from the Constitution of 1917, vhich forbade monastic orders, ns-
tionalized 2ll church property, gave Siate legislatures the right to
determine the number of ministers of each creed according to the needs
of the localily, allowed only lMexicans to be priests or ministers, and
stated that permission to bBuild new churches had to bs obtainsd from
the government's Department of Gobornacion. But many phazes of this
Constitution were not enforced until 1926, when the last revolution
instigeted by the Church wae pub down. Drastic measures were taken.
Hany churchee were closad. All nuns were banished from lMexico. MNo
rriestly garments were allowed on the streets. Fven more stringent
rules came in Decenber,1231l. Muny bishops were deported. MNo reli-
gious periodicals were allowed in the mails. Between November 11,
1931 and April 28, 1936,more than 480 Catholic churches, schools, or-
phanagzes, and hospltals were closed by the government or converted to
other uses in Mexico City alone.6 The number of priests allowed drop-
ped from 4,493 to 230 plus. Almost all of these restrictions are still

6. See Graham Greeme, Another Mexico, py. 69ff.
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carefully enforced to the present day. Tcday the government ia follow-
ing out its agrarian reform, redistribution of land, mostly church land,
for the church owned half of the real estate of the commtry.

In conclusion, we wish to state that it is Ai1fficult to rsive a
detailed pleture of lexico and Guadalupe today because the country is
wdergoing e tremsndous change. Since the lMadero revolution of 1910,
in fact, the transformations have been kaleidoscopic and phenomenal, Ve
have felt the necessity of including political matters in this paper,
beeanse the religious situation in Mexico is overvhelningly determined
by the politice of the day. The following words graphically describe
the gtatus of the Church in lMexico Loday even though they were written
a decade agoe.

#The lexicen's religion is his indlvidual reactlon to

Oatholiciam. Instead of conquaring Mexico, with an

axclusive opportunity to do so for three centurles,

the Catholic church has been conouered by it. Fo=

1litically the church has been chained, economically

its power hag besn nvllified, ritualistically it

hag become adulterated by the paganism it found,

morally 1t has succumbed to the vices of the lalty.

Its greatest defeat has bee;,l on its own ground in

the kinzdom of the spir!t‘r.

Throvsh the Guodalupan shrine the church in Mexico has been
helped in keepinz the common man "on ites side", for this shrine honors
the cormon Indian, The irmlication of this, especially since Comrmunism
ic rearing i1ts head noticesbly in the land, can only meen that in the

yeare ahead Guadalupe will be emphasized anew and may beccme the focal

7. Gruening, op. .qj.&f_._. r. 273.
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point of the Roman Church's comnter-movement. Certain 1t 1s that today
Guadalupe ie one of the stronzest forces in Onthelic influence in Hoxie
co. The Catholic Church can he expected to utilize this feorce,
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