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Ml EXAllINATION OF TIIE UOBSllIP OF DRr or CKJADALUIB 

Introd.uotion 

The Trinity ot the Bible 1a te.st becoming the Quadrinity ln 

,he Oatholio Oburoh. liariolatry, or the worah1p ot' Mary, bu beoame 

a ohiet oharaoter1st1o ot' the Boman Ohuroh in our clay. The doctrine 

ot raory•a oooperation in salvation la tar more developed and empha­

sized today than in the days of r.tartin Iather. Today, 111 Catholio 

books on dogma the dootrtne 1a logically, though not Sor.li,turally, 

presented in an appoa11ng 'JISY• We are sboilD how death oome through 

Dva, \mile lite and ttorg1veneaa came through l'.lary. One man an4 

women did grievous harm to rnanJd mt, another man and womma brought 

reoono111at1on. Genesis s; 15 1• quoted to ahov tha't Be would onab 

the serpent's bead, but 0 He• ia none otbc" than~ ot't'apring ot' tbe 

\1oman. True it is, they say, that Ad.em'• pilt has univeraal et'f'eol 

on sinners today, but must not EVe bear some ot' the napona1b111V 

1 

tor the ruin of manld.nde • It then A4.llll and :av. oooperated 111 the tall 

of 18811, tbare 1a DO,! priori 1aprobab111ty Of a MW J.4M1 8114 a DeW 

BVe oooperate4 in the dralra of man•a nct.mptlon.•1 BeMe, oatbol1oa 

• our •otJlere, tor llhe ha.a begotten tha to a lite ot 81'1111•, aDI ewa 

aa obll4rea •• .. pencliaat upoa -.1r motiaera, ao tbe O&tllolte la 

'1 
I. ~ell v. o•ao-.11, s.1 •• Oar Laaw lledlatrt.z of ill ---pap.. -~ --- -· 



dependent upon Mary. 

Bu.t what 1• the baaia tor thia ao-oalled spiritual aotherbeod? 

Catbolioe 11st three main reaaona. Firat ot all, they apeak ot the 

merit!!:~ d1-,1ne materpi\y. Why did Goel ohooae Mary to be the 

mother ot the Son ot God? Beoaua.. they ay, ahe -.a the piren ~ 

rtrgina. She -..a 41at1not1T .. aboYe all other wc1u11e They bid 1&a 

note tilat God wa.11*1 until llarJ' o ... 'bef'ore Be sent Hi• Sea. 

Seoondly, they say that the Inoarna$1op JIU Jl21 etteo,14 with99' 

llarY'f t!:!!., oonsept. At the AJmunoiation, it 1a stated. tile angel 

asked ~ary• • oonaent ror J••• • ~n't. Tia., ill owe11,1ng • ..._ 

Inoe.rnat10lle u..r,. ooopere.iiecl dl.r.oUy 1D tile ~oa ~ the worlcle 

Marriage 1• nn i,oaaible witholilt the oQDaera't or JliSill ~••• Ala4 • 

'Mw SClll ot God hacl • htl•• 11D • all.lane•• 111 tla aOIMGDe • llrbg aaaa, 

the sa.lva.\i<m ot JYD.e .§a g•:l'e ua J•••• _. O&IIDO'C bell) •• •alre 

~.bat ha• happeaecl u Joba S, 1e.. 0 i!i ...... .,. 

liow tun. .aie ROll&llista ooa1iiDY.. Ju .SU gp(ol'llltY .ai .ME .all 

l2 llla 41y1• ~ * ,nan'-• •• 11111-. ws.taa 11er s-. aJilla 

bloodf po[if1o• s CflD[I• ?Ima 'Mwy •7' •!a.a the Mo-.r ot all 1*e 

11 

ltriag, ab• aaa't gl.a -- lUe tbNQgb tile i>auioa ot bar S-. u tbe 

t'atu'e oGllf'or1ier 1a all tilaelr Nrrowa, ab• _. 1•1'11 o•pud• ,11raap 

lier e.a ... - grleYINla ~a.• 8 
•- MaJ7 1• llleNaanU~ .. 011»1e4 •• 

wbateTer oono.... ... pro-.Ung u rNII tbo• tblaga 'lllliela waalcl -.ke 

To14 111 utile Raaa10D of aer sea. 

•• o•caane11, &• .a&;l .. P• •• 



Christ• a c:lee:tb baa 1IOD oOIIDtleas grao•• tor ... ....,. a1a'1iee 

aure by ber oonaen1.. H9DOe ahe alao baa par1. of 'tboH graoa. 1'lu1a 

ab• la oalled the Hec:llatl'lx of' Graoe. She c:lla11r1blliiea .... gno• 

whioh ber Son baa wan. Ye., the Boly Gboat 1• the tPM9E ot gn.o,e, 

tha.t is, ~• pbyaioe.l and ef'f'1o1.nt oauae ot graoe. m1. iiu7 1• "h• 

d1ptr1butor of thoae graoea • Cbdn 1a the HkD o£ "he Cburob, •• 

&ry is the H&:K, the oonneotlng ehume'l. Catbol1oa adJa11; 1ibat 

this wiiveraal mediation of aiary •• no" c:llao11Saed. lay theologiev 

bef'ore the f1f'teenth oentury. k'C the.v a11.y 'Chat~ o...._. doetr1n .. 

1!111!1re not fully d1aeuaed 1n the ... r17 oenwr1es. They ••ea to find 

aometbing, however, 1n John'• jwllplng 1n the waa, &114 'the ,..c141ng 

at Cana, to prove Mary'• iiecl1a•r1ze 

Ua.17, 1;a-. 1a -.he ohiet 41apmJr ot graoea. Catbollea apeek 

of 'two k1ncla ot graoes, aanoti.t.vug or babi'Sllale &114 eo-.1. or vaa­

aleot graoe. It la the la~er type .... t 1a eapeo1all7 ae&1at wbi8II 

apeaking ot ltl&J7 aa the KedlaU'iz ot all gra••• Mary'• malftftal 

Mdla "tion bae •• ye1. not been 4Nlarecl • dogaa of' 1.be Ciml"ob, lla1. 11. 

before 1t 'beoeae aa oft"iolal "9aob1ng or clogaa in l&IM. Beeal&H or 
e 

:.aa17• • poa1 '10D ea cllapen-.r ot gn.oea, one 1eedla1oely oua ... -. 

bmet11.a £r(a ltary worah1p or dffollon. olle baa •-~ag • othr. 

illla ocmolaalon la retleo-.ct ln .aae o011Dtl••• atarlMa 1-1Dg 4edlee.1.e4 

1.o lier. Bat aa UM goea on. MllJ' ot - ... abriaea '-ke e11 • .. 1or 

of' their GIIII• file -}lbaala beglna ~ lie Oil 'tile IK!M U ..._ tlla-

111 



e 
pma9'r of gn.oe. ADcl 80 todaT the •boau, the .... 01" plg5HII 

aa aeh are being wor•blpped aore than the per•aaage 1n baolc ~ thell. 

Bank idolatry reigns. One ot the outa'tandlng ahrlnea ~ the V1rgia 

:J.a.ry 1a that ot Guacmlupe. jlaet outside ot Mexteo City. 'ibl• abriu 

has oomo into in.or-.•ing 1Japortanoe ot late du.e 1.o 'the title reo.ntly 

given the Virgin of Guadalupe. with :Piua ll '• endor•emenii, naaelis, 
t; 

• l:'aroneaa of All the ..taMtrioe. •a•• thua deolaring this ahr111e u •pre. 
/\ 

more of thia ahrln• in the years ahead. Bat Guadalupe -day ,-1; 1a 

still a -,xioap shrine, w1 'th a Uexioa.n ring, nnd l4gl91A tn.pping•• 

1n the pages ahead we present first the history~ tile Gaadalupe 

shrine. inolucllng 1n t h1a a deaor1p1;1on ot Guadalupe• a pbys1oal growllle 

The aeoond part d-18 with the ret'leotiona o£ hadalui;e 1n Meuoen 

rel1g1uua and aeolllar lifo. 

ill ot the catholic aou.roea whioh are quoted 1n *i• paper bave 

In oonol"elon. the au.thor mah•• w aokncnrledg• 111~ d .. :i:1 gn.U­

tud• 1;be helpful auggeatiana of li9Y. a. J • Pankow or lluieo Cl VJ &lao 

ot Prot. Anhui' c. RepJ) 0£ Conool"dl& a.dnal'J' tor bl• praotloal help .. 

especially in 911ggeatiug eOll8 exoelleat aouroe -.-rialJ aleo ol Dr. 

E. E. k,-r, who f'irst. dino-.ct - 11a "till• 1111bjeot1 alao ~ ~ ala~ 

Eunioe, wlao aeata1*1 my fleobl• ef'fona Sn Spanlallt &Del vanalated >.use 

• o,m ao'ther ror belp 1D preparillg the f'lnal draft. 

1 y 







nood in ~~:dco City. \lhich reduced the rejoicing planned for the occa­

sion. To the second centennial, 1731, the neighboring c1tleu were 1n-

v1 ted. Homen of the city were illum1ne!1 for this celebration, P .. C'Uatom 

which ls pr~oticed no'tl yearly on December 12. The 18.31 centennial \:18.D 

celebrated on December 26, 2?, and 28. To the 19.31 affair Archbishop 

Diaz invited all tho prC3la.tes of the La.tin American coimtries. :But be­

cause of the !)Sroecution of the tirie, especially trom 1926 on, the Church 

bad to celebrate 11moderately".7 

28 

The Coronation o! the otatue in 1895 ~s e. nilestone in G\la.d.a.lupe1e 

hietory. Tho coronation of images in the Oa.tholic Church bas come into 

prominence especfo .. 11.y the l.a.zt three centuries. In 16.36 an Italian Count. 

Alexander S~orza P~llav1c1no, l eft so?Je of his property to the Chapter of 

st. Poter13 for the express purpose of furnishing orotms for the more fa­

mous ate.tu.co of 'the Virgin. Since that ti!!! ~ a definite ritual baa deTel­

opcd about the crounf.ns cere!!lony. Certain cond1tiona oust be met. 1l'be 

otatue to be cro'tffl.ed must be fo.I!!Ouo for antiquity. miracles, �~� public 

veneration. 8 The first efforts touard. Coronation vere !netigated. 'by a 

layma.n. Italian, Lorenzo de l3otur1n1, \tho 1n a rather impetuous ,aq 

otarted such a movement while he ~,,a• writin« a histor., of Oua.dalu;pe and 

America in Mexico. Bat the gentleman seems to ha:n bad a aha.rp ton,:ae, 

tor he aoon arouaed the ire of the Mexlcan Church lead.era and Ro118 pr .. 

lates b,Y his 1ne1stence ths.t S:t'orza•a f1md be directed tovard the Coro-

1. See Romero. ml• s.ll.· , pp. 93ft. 

8. Lee• Jm• all.•• P1'· 2SUt. 
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nation of the Guadalupe statue. In the course o! eTeDte. llotur1n1 '• 

priceless manuscripts. maps, and en&ravings vere seized. and he was 

thrown into prison. Somehott hia papers were shipped to Spain. In 1744 

Boturini followed. his ,10rk to Spa.in. But by thill time hie 1ntoreet bad 

begun to t·Jalle. He neYer did get to see hie mnuscripto a&n1n, tor he 

died before they were returned.. In time. his :rapers were shippod back 

to the Secretary of the Viceroy- 1n Me:,,;1co again, tihere they vere treated 

lilte so ouoh scrap. 9 

It was tvo centuries later bet ore l3otur1n1 1 o plan was put into 

e!!ect. On September 24, 1886, the Archbishops of 1·~ex1co, Michoncan, and 

Guajala jara presented the Pope, Leo XIII with a petition for the Coro:n&­

tion of the Irnage. The Pope gave hie oonaent on March 12. 1887, and ~lan• 

were ma.de to have the ceremonies on December '.31, 1887. But the latter 

c1£Lte soon became more than obsolete. tor not only -.a this too little 

time for the~ .2! JDAM:l)a to prepare tor auch an oocaaion, but the 
e, 

id.a. soon aprouted forth to rebuild tbe l3aa111ca to befit the Coronation. 
" 

And so from J'ebruaey 23, 1888,to September JO. 189S,the Pioture 11aa lo­

cated in the nearb7 capu.chln Convent cba.pel wile e:rlena1Te remodelln& 

took place in them.in church. 

Aleo during theae eight 79ara the crown va• ma.de. a trul.7 mgn1-

!1cent 1 tem, A Parisian gold.amt th. Edgar Morgan. waa chosen to mente l t. 

!'o~ 1 t ls the •ahovplece" o! Guadalupe. Lee gina us. perbapa. the 

beat deacr1ption of the cro,11u 

9. See E-:,e•, 9.R~ Jd.1., p~ 137tt. 



/The Crm.,m 1 taell ls a treasury ot inatra.otlon and a 
monitor of Catholic piety. It ls symbolic - reattng 
firmly on the dioceses and a.rchdiocesea with their 
medallions and escutcheons running up 1n '!epeya.c ro­
ses and sta.rr,y brilliants. and te:rmlnattn« 1n ad.la.­
mond Oroao. 'l'he Angel of the Apparitions la well 
represented in the sb:: tlgurea ot archangel that form 
a round.. holding betNeen them, t ,n> and t;go, the al:z. 
archiepiscopal ehlelds. The fio'W'8ra recall Juan 
Diego: the heraldic eagle on the globe la national; 
and the sign of faith and red:,emptlon crows all. The 
design ls 1-rextcan; the e:z.ecutlon - as the beet w.a 
sought - !s Parisian. The work cost thirt)r thousand 
dollars .J<lo 

The Coronation ltselt took place on October 12, 1895. It 

Wcl.S complete with the drama and ritual that the Catholic Olmrch maa­

ters tor GUCh an occasion. Romero lists J8 prelates among those who 

attended, over 100 priesta, and a huge mass ot people, mat ot wio• 

,-,are un.o.ble to even eat near the Church. The actual cro,m!ng, per­

formed by the Archbishops of Merlco and. Michoa.can, took place about 

noon on that dq, an~ was accompanied b7 a. about from tbs vitneaaea 

both inside and outside the ch1lreh. Leo XIII, who bad ordered the 

·Picture crowned 1n hi.a name and 1nacr1bed with a Latin Terse COlll!>O&ed 

b., himself, on this occaafon s,d.ded. several f'eaturee to the special 

Office a.t Cmadalupe. Por 1natance, he granted elgh'7 dqa of' indul­

gence to the recital of one Hall Ma.17 with the imocatlon, Roq M'lr7 

o! Cm!?.de.lupe, :pro~ 'fer us!! Pompa 7 Pompa points out tbat thla ._. 

not the first crow.1.ng of the Guadal,ipan Virgin, In 1890, 1n Anoll, 

It~ a statue sent f'rom Mexico had been crowned. !he third cro1ming 

took place 1n A.b1no, Italy. The man reeponalble ~or thla Coronation 

10. Lee, .9.ll• .£11., P• ZS6. 
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\Ja!l 11'ed.er1co Oambarel1', noted Italian tenor, \a-to, a.s the eto17 t;e,ea, 

ms.de the crown 1,-l th his own ban.de. 

A ctatue of the Virgin in the San llflcoli Clmrch 1n Rome wae re­

ported. to have rnoved. 1 ts eyes· and eo on January 2.5, 1'2.5, it wa s ero\med. 

Subsequent Corona tions took place 1n Jerusalem, Jul7 16, 1926. 1n Santa 

Fe, Ar gentina., April 22, 1928, in Rone, 1933, and in Los Angeles, June 

6, 1937. 

:But no eTent reminds the a.veraee Mexican todq more of Ooadal-upe 

than the yearly celebra tion of Ooad.a.lupe Day on Docember 12th. By a de­

cree of Ccm~e ns 1n 1828 December 12th ,1ue declared a national reU.gious 

holiday, to b e celebrated a ccordingly. It has been said that foTJZ fea­

tures che.ract er1zed. paean rituals in ~.exico, namely. of'terines, lavish 

use of flowers, d.t:'1.ncing, and e fl..ting And dr1nking. ll Ona.da.lttpe ~ todq 

u1 tnees ee much the BElll e. In Ca tholic clntt·ches thrOUEJ}out the nation 

opec1e l notice or the App.._'U"ition is talten, 'cihile at the lm.s1lica itself 

the ntrno~ ere 1s one of rejoicing. In front of the church all w:q the 

rm-called "i)ence of the Shells" 1s per:formed b7 Ind!ang who come from 

e.11 pa.rte o~ the co,:mtry. Tba dance is Da.JDed af'ter tortoise shella which 

form the 11r.'la1nst9Y• ot guitar-like 11\Btl"Ullents which thq plq a n tbq' 

dance. BJ' ti.me evening comes. r1baldr., invades the celebration. •1n­

torlcation ls an 1n'98rlable feature of Guadalupe~·. 

But the tnn.uence of GuadalUpe ls nol limited to the relig!.oua 

t1e1d.. Sena.ration o~ O!mroh and State 1• bl lte embr.,'On!c •tale bl Mu!-
" 

ico. Todq Goadalu;pe he.a peraeate4 ~ c1Tlle so-called •eoular Ute t4 

11. Grueninc, Merlqo .1U J.a l,rttac,. P• 2)9. 
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:B. The Civil, Secu.1a.r LU'e. 

The hi story of l-hxioo is a sto17 by itself, e.s taec1natin& and 

bonba st! c D-S aII..Y nation's h1s tol"1' could be. In sun:r,,ary, ,-:e feel ,:c are 

not ·1:1roJ"1..g 1n sa;ring 1 t it:: one cons ts.nt s truggle bet•..-een the llocn.n 

Church and tM State for J)O\-.ier. The great heads -lhich a.rose and then 

sank into obli vion were either tools of the Church or enemies of the 

Church, t h <i..t f.s , dm·m un t i l recent times, when a. b.'3.la.nce ot pb\ier de­

veloped, ,-mer eby' ea ch seens to r e ooenize the othe r a s a neces9a17 evil. 

Dut l!O cannot enter into i!exican history to a~ c,Tea.t extent. Speclt­

!ca l ly t hoce events 1n which Ous.dalupe pla_yed a prominent role will be 

note d.. 

The Vir~ln of C-tW.da.l upe has been the r a llying point and in99ire,­

ti on for ma.ny :political i deal s . Perhap s ~h~ p lo,yed her g?"(~test role in 

the In~ependence of 1810. Fron 1.520 to 1810 ne1:ico \ ·.<18 as compl ete 3ll.i 

oblia i ng e vnsaal o! S~ain es~ colo~ couli be. :But in 1808 Jb.~oleon 

crossed the Pyrene s. and Ferd1~-~ II of Spain 03.pitula.ted. At th19, 

Viceroy It,-ll"r1t,..>.~, the real h.ea i of ,~vernment in ?!.a:dco a t the time, 

!lt~rted tl-·_i ukine about electing a local government to hold the coim.try 

~n.fe at l ea.st until the erlled king could retmon. The clergy of Meneo 

and the Spanieh leaders were eomplete}T opposed to 8ZJ7 sa.ch tbo~t, for 

their power ].q in Spanish rule and domination, obedie nce to the k ing a s 

an article of faith. etc.1 

1. The Ohu.rch llad beco• tbe national •CIIIUO" leDdw bT thl• time. 
"lor instance in Manco 01\7 alone 1.D 1190, out ot DB? boa•• 
on the olt7'• :register, 1935 belonged to tbe charch. S.. 
Gruening, .212.• £11., P• 183. 



Ao a reoult, the Viceroy \\n.s seized, iopr1eoned in the Inquisition, and. 

cventua.11.y deported to Sra in. '!'his ~as thg proverbial strav tho.t bro~e 

t he C£1.l'llel' s ~ack. It w~s the rea oon ~ ~n September 16, 18lij, in the 

priest, cried out, "Open your eyes! Do not let our enernieo deceive you. , 

They are Catholics for politlco.l purposeE only. Their God 1s !!lonq. Do 

not listen to the seductive voices vihich b eneath the cloak of religion 

desireo to mcl:e you victims of insatiable greed". Hidalgo, born 1n 175:3 

of nsti"li-e whit es, \:.'&c a. thi nker, dreaJ:ter. He Md done l!!UCh 1n his little 

town to r a.i s e the ctend.n.rds of the p eople, eots.blishi:ng potter"l' a.nd te»­

tile 10rks, tanneries , p le.."'1.ting gro.pe-v!nes, ·an:1 teaching bee-cul.t,u,e 

ar10ng other t hings . He W[>.S lo-ved. b;y his people, and so thq il!lned.latel.7 

surported hio v1m·m of independence. nThe 'Virgin of Guada.ltJ;pe ,;111 help 

us 11 was the cry. Hir.Jaleo md. a s his t :.wious stand.a.rd the Ind.tan Virgin, 

and as t he movement e;a1ned ground, standards of the Ou.?..~lup:::.n Virgin 

vere leadine processions every1n19re throughout the nation. Of course, 

Il1cw.lgo was exc omrrn.mica.ted, an d so there 1s truth to the statement tb3..t 

11 the J.iex!Cclll nation i·ra.s born excommunicated". Hidalgo, eslled 'ft!.riou.sly 

an her·E'~tlc, a thta1st, apost-=i.to and follower of ~b.rtin Luther, \:e.S murdered 

only su months after he be~an his independence moVOl!?ent, but Jose r.hria 

' 
J.!oreloa, a parish pl'iest fl'om a. neighborin& town, carried on the progr&m. 

Morelos ,as assist-ed by' a new const1 tution sent f'rom Spa.1n, which nov 

bad room for public elections and other fl'eed.om.. ~ nbaequent eleo­

tiona went bad for the clerg;r and Spai:da?i leaders. · Lucld~ tc:rr the-. 

however, the throne waa reestablished 1n Spain in 1815 and tbe cleJOora­

tic conat1tution· was innedl&te~ vithdr&vn. !M ol•~O' aca,in •• all-
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powerhl. and. 1n the same ~ea:r ?!orelott we.s se1v,d, and the tnquleition 

declared him to be Mforoall.y a. heretic. a prO}:~Y-or o! hcrccy-, pilr­

euar and di~turbor of the eccles1astical hierarc..~. ~rofe.ner o~ tbe 

holy oacra.?'Jente, fich1amat1c, l.e.ecivious, ~ hyrocrite, irreoonc,1able 

enemy of 1:}bristianity. traitor to God, King. and. Pope 11. 2 Following 

thio, the gentleman ""'"z relea ae d to the ''secuJ.ar err:i!~ for execution. 

The ironi c tM.ne nb out th1e is tbs& in 1821 ~"le ?11.crz:cr.y ~t:l{;C~ :J. con­

plet0 turn-about n.nd. aought the independence which for ten years they 

had h ol ped ourpr e as . This has due to the re-introduction o! the demo­

cre.tic constttution of 1812 in S:9a1n. mentioned above. Dut Guadalupe 

had become th~ symbol f~~ freedom fron op1 ression. 

Becaus e of Gaade.J.upe 1s political potential. it ha.a often been 

suspected of being the center of political intrigue. Hence, seYeral 

11 ir!'everence s 0 have oof'ullen the shrine. In 1861. wen Juarez, leader 

of the Refom movement, '.:Jhich was the first distinct effort to sepa­

r a te church and sta te, entered the J:exicon capitol, secret police &want­

ed dmm. U!)Oll the Ba.sill~ and searched. the church and grounds thorolJ&h,­

ly for weapons. In the process. several chalices, and other ~luable 

objecto were takon. A furore was raised, and Jua.I'8z ordered the a.rtio­

lcs returned. Juarez• progressivism gave 'W83' eventus.113' to Porfirio 

Dias• military dictatorship, which lasted from 1876 to 19ll. The 

church enjoyed rich growth un.1.er him. great freedom. For instance, 

the Coronation took rlace d.1,r~ the reign of Diaz. :But, as Gruening 

2. Grtlen1ne, ml• ill•, P• 32. 
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describes it, the whirlwind eame 1n 1910, ,.fith the start of ~ ReTolu­

tton, ,1hfch do m to the :present ~ ho.e stymied the Ch:m'ch, sometime• 

veey barshly.3 The ~1te p lot o~ 1921 .. mentioned earllel", is ba.t 

one re~lect1on of' the bitter an1.?!loe1ty that ha~ prevailed ~inst the 

Rom~ Church. 

Doos this rne9.?l that the ~Tera~ mnn today 1n Mexieo ls en en~ 

of Guafullupo, of the Ohurcht Var f?'O?! it. !i.'he common HsrlC3.n laborer 

tod<J.Y 1~ faitlrl'u1 to hi~ chnrch, re~rdleea of •.iha.t the "commmist" 

government lc ... clorg tall him. 'l'he Virgin of Ot-i.a.d.."llttpc is 1nen:pable of 

error. She i s th~ ereat def'ende!', :protector of the co~on !1!8.Jl. It 1a 

~:,, zine to see the pron1nonca of her et~tuen eTel7"'here. She adorns 

thouoandrJ of fountains throughout Me:rloo. She ~ be seen on count­

loes nrmy r:ied.allionB anrl flat;s, preserved in the Obz:.pultepee Mn.setzr1 1n 

1-fe:dco City. Sh~ l!J found on all sortn o~ coins strnek 'tor Ta.rioua 

n';ltfonal "lV3nto. She 1s earvod into the headp ioea of beds and oth'3r 

f'nrn1ture sold in the land. She la omn1~reeent. 9T8tl bein« an essen­

tial 1 teJ11 in the t.'.lxten.bs Md btt."JAS. '!'he author ?'eme~bers a night bus 

trip from Oa.Xt3.~ to Mexico C!t7. during Yh1ch the bus ffl:\S 1n col!lplete 

da.l'knese except tor a mm.1111~t that illuminated. a t1JV statue of 

the Virgin or ()aade.1,ipe in the tr'Oni: o'f the ba11. EYe~ere fl Mexi­

can turns he seea the Vireui. The aTerage M!txlc:m feels no a.ager or 

1rr9'Y8rence in seeing her p1ctllre or. the :l'atlom.1 LotteJ"T tickets sold 

dai~ on every street of the natioEBl CO.!)itol. Sbe ie on the labels 

ot atandard medlclne.. on t.he bottle11 of drl:nka, unlvarss.1~ 'Wl8'., OD 

J. Gruening, Jm• Jtll.., P• 21J. 



paper weights, household utenaila, etc. Thua she hC\e complete~ permeated 

th-.,, B9cule.r lif'e o~ the Mexican. 

But in othl'?r areas she ls stran~l;y absent. '!'he mlllber of achoole, 

educational institutions, dedicated to the vir~in is p1t1~J.;y st:B.11. ~ 

::BeC.<luse the number of schools 1e small. In 1794 there \oU'e only 10 prima.­

ry schools in s.11 of Nev Spa.in, ani popular educa.tion va.a unknown in Mexi­

co before the Revolution of 1910. n1111tcracy" was Tariously eetima.ted at 

:from 80 to 85 per cent ••• llura.l schools were virtuall.7 non-erlaten.t 11 .4 

ropular ed.uca. tion became a. concrete th1ng during the Obregon adm1n1 etra,­

tion of the early 192o•s. Todq the government, in the :tace ot a !)S.&B1ve 

resistance from the church, is ;yearly expanding its expenditures for ed.11-

cation, establishing, for instance, 12,000 ru1"8l. schools alone in the 6 

ye~ period from 1929 to 1935.S To~ over 50 per cent ot the children 

ure in schools. But it is educa tion devo1i of Chrlstianit;y, often ant1-

Chr1stian. 

The great cure.tlve povera of the Virgin, so graphically related 

and painted in 1llBllT places, has not as yet affected. the general hoalth 

of the Mexican populace. J'lguree can be ahovn which gin the des.th 

rate of Mexico City as being higher eTan than au.ch .Aalatlo and At'rlcan 

cltiea ae Madras and Cairo, wh1~ makes lt eonslderabl.7 aboTe the aTar­

E!89 of the United States or EurO!)a. '!'here are more proatltutea 1Jl •~ 

4. Gn\elling, .sm,. Jc.ll.. , P• 51.5. 

S. Charles Macfarland, vbMI JA Megigo, P• 17. 
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ico Ci t7 than in Paria. Todq • eapeciall.7 aince the Calles• adminf.­

atration, real attacka are being ma.de on Mex1eo•e 111 health. 

1'.'b.9.t 1a the present govarnment.'s att1tuds to'A!'d. the Guadalu­

pan 1:.hrlne, and the Ca tholic Church? The doors ot \he shrine, ot 

course . are open. and thouamde of humble Ind.lane continue to nock 

.t o t heir "ga.tewq to heav en " . "But to~ Guadalup e ba.s not the un­

limited 71ot-,er of fifty years ago. The preeent eitua.tion d.P..tef! broad­

ly -rom the Oonatitution of 1917, \1h1oh forbade mona9tio or:lers. na­

t ionali zed a ll church property, f!F.ve StP..te legislaturea the ri&ht to 

de t or n ine the nunber ot oinistors of each creed according to the need• 

of t h e l ocal i ty, s llowed. only r-:e.xi cF.ms to bo priests or ministers, and 

s t c t cd that p ermission to bu.i1d neu ohurchoA ha.cl to be obta ined from 

the bovornr.:isnt 1s Department of Goborna.c1on. Bu.t ~ pbaaes of this 

Cons ti t·.iticn were not enforced \1-'lt i l 1926. ;then thl3 la9t revolution 

i:lstie.:?.t e ci by tho Church -was put do\.n. Drn.stic mea sures were tal.'"8D. 

!-!any church.e a were clocad. All nune -.1ere baniehed :from I-:Cxieo. lio 

priestly ~ rments ~ere allo~ed on the streets. Sven more etri1J&ent 

:rules ca.na in December,1931. Many bishops Wire deported. no reli­

gious periodicals ,-1ere allowed in the mails. Betveon November 11. 

1931 and April 28, 1936,more than 480 Oatholic churches. schools., or­

phanages. and hospitals were closed b,r the government or oonverted to 

other usea in Y.exico Oit7 alone.6 The number of prieata allo"9d drop­

ped from 4.49.'.3 to 230 plus. Almost all of theae restrictiona are still 

6. See Graham Greeu, Apot;mt Manco, Pf, 69tt • 
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caretu.117 enf'o;-oed to the present d.v- Toda.7 the eo"f'et"DIMnt 1 .. follow­

ing out its agrarian reform. red1atr1but1on of~. mo&tly church land, 

for the church OWled halt of the real estate of the CO'Cl'ltr,-. 

In conclusion, ,te wish to atute t't'i..a."t it 1s dH'f'1C't'-1.t to efve a 

dl') taile<l picture of lf.exico and Ooadal'll.'!>8 to~ bccauso th/3 countr;y ls 

under e oing e. tremendous o~. Sin.ce the Ifadero revolution of 1910, 

in f act, the traneformat1ons have been ka1ttidoscop1c and pheno~nal.. ~. 

have felt the n ecessity of including pol1t1eaJ. matters 1n this pa.per, 

bscause the religious situation in Mexico is ovenmelcingly deteft!ined 

b7 th~ politics of the~. The following worde graphically iescr1be 

the ato.tus of thG Church in I·~ tlco tod.~ even though they ~re written 

a de ce.de aeo. 

/The l!erlcan's religion is his 1ndiv1dua1 reaction to 
0?.t holioiam. Instead of' conq_'OSrine ?~tlco, w1 th an 
oxcluslve opportunity to do so for three centuries, 
the Ce.tholic church has been conquered b7 it. Po­
li tlcally the church has been chained.. econoaicall,1' 
its poHer hae been nul 11f'1ed, ri tua.lintica.117 !. t 
has becom adulterated. by tho ~1st'! it found. 
morally it ha.~ m1eeumbed to th.fl Ticas ot the la.1\y. 
Its grflateat defeat has beon on its own crcnmd 1n 
the k ~OJ!I of tbe spirit-:7 

Throur.;h th9 Ouv.da1Upan shrine the church in Merleo hae been 

hell)ed. :tn k~er ine t .he common man "on 1 t.- dde", :tor this shrine honors 

the cor1MOn Indian. 'l'he 1rm11~.at1~n o~ this, em,ec!all.7 since 0omMUn1811 
~ -

is rea.r,.ng its hea<l noticeably in the land. ee.n only mes.n that 1n the 

7ears ahead <hndal,,;pe ,-1111 be 9J!l!)has1z"d anew and ~ beco1!l9 the :tocal 



point of the Roman Church'o cot111ter-movoment. Oertaln tt 1• tbat tooq 

C>ua.dal1:1pe lo one of the etron.~est torces in 4'~t~ol1e infl:wmce 1n f.k>xl­

oo. The 0:?.tholic Church can be expocted to utilize this torce. 
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