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Al EXALIIHATICH OF THE TEACHINGS CP PAITH-HEALERS
Introduction

The phenomena of bodily hesling sppeers in verious
forme in glmoet all roligions, both pugan and Christien,
It beginse with the erudc preotices of the medicine men who
wase ogployed to drive awey disence~producing ovil spi-
ritse Armong the cuniforr insoriptions of the Eabylonicns
we find that relig%yue healing was practiced in the cradle
of the humsn rgee.s The priests of ancient BHgypt cleired
oures through the use of incentations end magionl words.4

In anoient Greece, end perticulsrly at lelphi, religious

le Je Ve Coombz in his book, ontitled Religiouns le=-
lusions, seye: "In gll oges and among gll peopile the siok
hevo been hegled without rmedicine. These sures hove been
yerformed by pzgen, hoathen, lohemredan, llormon, Catholigo,
Froteectant, atheist, infidel end Chrigtien with equel suc-
oes8es The moans used to eure the efflieted were charrs,
inoantations‘ prayer, leying on of hands, rolies, bones of
eainte, king's touch, bLeating the tom-tom drum, bething in
socred founteins, and remodies too numrerous to record here."

2. The Ineyslopedia ‘rerioane, XVIII, 584. (1936).

Be w#illiam ﬁdwarh Bicderwolf, whipping-Post Theolofy,
Pe 162.

4. Ibide, Pe 163e




healing wns extensively praotiaed.s The Vedae or sacred
books of Indie contein forrulae of supposedly rmagic po-
tency that were employed for purposes of healing.s

There is a large mumber of religious ocults that proe-
tice mentel-heeling, which rny be olessified es & form of
feith-hecling. DIy mental-healing we mean thome oures ef-
feoted by the reeclizetion of the power of the mind over
matter, or Ly the conscious effect of the mind of the hea=-
ler on the patient. The adherentz of Yopaisr endeavor to
control gll bedily functions Ly meditation and ascetic prec-
tices, and s0 by montal abetrastion to beooEo united with
he vitel broath which pervades all nature. Unity,
christion Seience, and Hlew Thought are very ruch elike in
that they £ll believe in healing through the mind. rs.
Lary Boker Lddy repudiated the terr mentel-healirng, pre-

forring to speck gf the unreality of sickness, btut the eof-
fect ie the same. Theosophy and liew Thought in their

diagnosis of bodily ills refer to one source; that source

is mental eoxrrancy, perverse or misdi;ected thought gnd the
ebnorpal feeling which 1t cngenders. The Unity cult holds
bssically the sere principle. The origin of Unity, Christ-
ian Soience, and New Thought goes back to Franz Anton lles-
rper (1774-1814) who wreetled with the problom of psycho=

5. Ibid., Pe 163,
Ge iie Bolling, "Vedic Literature"”, The Enoyclopedia

Ge
Americana, (1936), XXVII, 715.
7e 0The Fnoyelonedie Arericans, XXIX, 638, (1956).
8. Jen Iar%! Yan Deslien, Eﬁe haos of Cults, pP. 75.
9. Henry C. Sholdon, Theosophy end Hew Thought, pe. 164.




therany, ac it is culled today. He discovered the power
one mwind can exercise ovor gnother for healing, and at-
tributed this pover 1o a ragnotiem, later on to a fluid
sappogeid to omanate from the healer and to affest the pa-
tient. Though Illeamer himeeld d4l1d not oclaim eupernaturel
powers, nor did ho commerciamlize his find, hie disoiples
turned their haali:z_izorecipee into the conundre of e decep-
1y myetie religion. Imile Coue holde & prominent posi-
tion erp o montsl-healer, Hige appesl was, however, not re-
ligioue. His celebrated forrmla is well known: "Day LY
doy, in overy wcy, I om getting better end bettor."ll
Shemanism and Ummanuelism ere othor cults arong the meny
who practice mentel=hesling end meke of it e :'e'.l.if-::l.on.la
The basgis of faith in {the wentsl-hoallrng systems ie the
power of one's own mind, or the power of the mind of the
henler, 19 curce.

Faith-healing finds a prominent place in Roman Ce-
tholicier with ite mony shrinecs where thousends go to pray
to the Virgin énd the eainte for bodily houling. Tho shrine
gt Lourdee, Franse, iz probuebly the moet farous. Fully
600,000 people ere said to visit this mirecle-working grot-

t0 ennuelly cnd numerons mirsoulous are reported. Lourdes

10, J. XK. Van Zaalen, 9{". git., PPe T1=T2,

1l. He De lieneing, "Divine Healing", Thirty-Second
innuel Convention of Associcted Iutheran Cheritiecs, Hept.
26-29. 1953' p. 97.

12. e Za Bicdorwolf, or. cit,, pPe 192-195.




oape into prominence in the yecr 1658 A, D whon, 1t is
elaginmod, the Vircinl?:ry gppoarel to o peasant girl end
blessed the weters. The Virgin llary end the "blessed”
uster is the besls of felth in these casce. Another vo-
rioty of faith henling in the I_Eormn Uatholic Church is
prasticed in conneotion with roliice of 21l sorts. For
cxample, in Cuekec thore ie the Chapel of Sginte inne de
Boaupre. Cures gre froaquently roported at this shrirne
wheore reste what ies reputed to be a srall pieco of bone
from the right arm of 3t. Amme. St. inne de Eeanpre ie
said to have been tho mother of the Vivgin llary. - Thou-
gande rfalz the Journcy to this cshrine yearly seaking
healinge The baslie of feith In such oanes is the holy
erbleme which are secn oxr touvched,

Finally, there leg the phenomencn we ghall eall direct
foith healinge 4 lurge nurbor of oults snd individuels
eome into oomgideration in thie elaes. Their teschings
ené methode are, however, 2ll more or lezg the sare. They
preogch Christ as the Savior from ein, but, especially es
the Savior fvor siclknces. They conduot religious meetings
in which they stir ur the emotione by fronzied elnging gg

hyrne end by the preoaching of highly emotionesl sermong.

13. £IThe I‘noi'olonaaia Amexrictna XVII p. 655.
14, féf- Ze 240xVIo IE.. Te 171,

15. e« De Tonsireg, Ofe Oito. Pe 9%7.




The basis of faith by which oures arc effected lies in the
faith hesler in whom the patient hes confidence, or in one's
own feitk in supposed tHoripturael promiscz of hecling. e
shell confine the dissuecion of this paper to the temchings
of those modern Ameriean teschors whe hold what we 2hall

call the direet faith hesling prineiple.
THE DCCTRINAL BASIS OF FALTH HELLUG
Heeling and its Helation to the Atonement

The bgsie toeoaching of =1l the direot faith hoalers is
that the atonenent of Christ makee provision for bodily
hoalinges Zheir theory ig thet ell the evil rankirg suf-
fere has coome as the resull of sin, snd thet in the stone-
ment Christ hees provided forgivengse for all &in and s0
provided release from nll the consequenses 9f sine. Theore-
fore, they say thet bodily healing is provided for in the
atonement.16 The heslers pake this am esesentisl docetrine
of Crrietienity and thoey have sunmoned meny passages from
seripture, {Eom both the Cld and the lew Testerente, to
suprort it. In the second shapter of thie paper we ehell
etudy some of the mwore importanl passagee uesed by the hea-

lerse In passing we mske mention of their gedeg doetrinae.

16 Ke Le Stanton, "iezling LThrough Faith", The Zree-
byterien Review, (Jsn. 1884), pe. 64.

. e Oe, Hardy Nitckell, & minister in the shurch
of the Foursgquere Goesvel, eayes, "Heeling ie one of the os-
sentigl doetrines of the ZiblCese..oThere are 32,000 pro=-
miges in the Bible fitting into ever nesd of rap---terpo-
ral, physieal, spiritusl.” IThe Fourgagusre crusador, (Ap-
ril 10, 1929).




Tho passsge fundementsl to all of the healers is Isaizh
63, 4. 5., together with latthew 8§, 16. 17.

"Surely He hath borne our griefe, end carried
our egorrows: yet we did esteem Eim stricken, srmit-
ten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for
our transgreesions, He was brulsed for our iniaui-
ties: the ohastisoront of our peacec wae upon Him;
and with fHis stripes we are hesled." Is. 53, 4. 5.

"When the cven wes come, they brought unto Hir
many that were possessed with devils; and He east
out the spirits with His word, and hesled 211 thut
were sisk: Thet it might be fulfilled whick was
spoken by Isailss the Frophet, saying, Himself took
our infirmities, and bore our sicknesses.™ liatte
8' 16. 17.

Cne of the mopt prominent heslers, Nrs. Alnmee Sermple lig-
Zherson explalns thege pacsages in this way:
"ias He whipped that ny eine might be washed awey?
5o, child,. the blood of the oross wos sufficient
Tor thet.
Why, then, did they whip Eim so?
"*wag thus He bore our suffering, snd 'By His
striper we zre hesnled. 18
At the vwhipping-post Ee purchased your hecling.”
In & sermon on healing found in her ochurch paper che
writes: "Jesus Christ mede provision not only through
His precious blcod to oleanse us frow our sin. ‘'Wounded
for our trensgressions,' but glso 'By His stripes we are
hegled. ' 'g%raelf took our infirrities and ocsrried our
disezses. " In the sare line of thought another hecler
writes: ™iuch of His precious blood was doubtless shed
while receiving that swful bruise (etripes) for our physi-

cal healing, but the rest ol His precious blood wase re-

18« e Ee B:l.e(:orwolf. ope 0it., P 9
19. The Foursauere Crussder, Loverber 27, 1929,




P LLAFY MEMURIAL LIBRARY T
CONCORDIA SSMTMNARY
ST. LOMS, 40,

served to £hed on the cross for our sina.“zo 5%1l11 on-
other seye virtually the sare thing, but with far less
sertainty: "In the atonement of Christ thore zecres 4o be
& foundaticn lagid for faitk in bodily henling. Secrg-—--
we say, for the pessege to which we refer 1z sc¢ profound
and ungeerghable in ite mesning that one would be very
sareful not to spock dogratieally in reger@ t0 1teecces
The pesepege oecre to teach that Christ ondured viceri-
ouely cur disocaseos &8s well as our iniquities.“al & host
of other heslers li¥e 3. V. Byers, A. Dowie, and F. F.
EBosworth sre very dogratic in saying that this pssesage
teaches that Chriet vieariously suffered to give us
bodily healing.

The hetlere in gencrel place bodi%g healing on the

game level with salvation of the sounle. S0 we &re told

20 Te Ja licCrossan, "Bodily Healing and the itcne=-

mcnt.glquofedifrgm g. E.ngedgrgoif. OPe oiti, Pe 1°is .
e 4ie fe Gordon, The Hinistry o% Hoesling,pp. =17,

22, ©Cfe. J. W. Byerz, fhec Grace of Hezling, pe 1013
Fe Fo Bosworth, Christ the Hegler, pp. 24=27. BRe L. Sten-
ton,"Hesling by Feith", ihe ?rosEz%erian Review, 4April
1584, pe 64, says: "Our own view is this: that the rma-
terinl and sviritusl nsture of ran stands on & perfect co-
gquality before the atonement, &0 far ss that the sare pro-
vision is nmede for the body that is made for the soul, el=-
lowing for their natural and clrourstsnticl differencos;
that in eco far as the soul way be delivered from sin, du-
ring life, the bedy mey be delivered from disease, the
fruit of sin; that, ce to progress in purification, and
final congquesti ovey 2in gnd its fruite, there is no great-
er necoseity that Chriest's people ghould »ine awsy during
reny yesrs or through their wholcearthly pilgrirage, in
eiclness, as meny of ther do, than there is that they should
spond the greater part cox their whole lives 80 largely under
"the power of sing in short, if the full deoliversnce of the




by them thet, "it ie Just as true thet T“esue esre to put
ewey sickness, ae oin, because Loth are the works of the

devil, " andg "Teith for heelinrg ie se sirple as faith

29
for perdon.™ 4 pagzllel ie then drawvn between brdily hea-

ling and snlv:tion.. Aceording to such logic they then eay

that {to decline to asssept the Gospel's effer of healing

is "ae ecleerly 2 eln ggeinet God ce ¢o deeline or neglect
the offer of salvuticn."as This logic ie drgwn to ite ter-
rible conclusion when we are told thet, "if you cannot be-
iieve in healing, you have no grounds for beolieving in
ﬂalvati:n.“za It is not surpricing then to hear J. V. By~
ers sey that ohurches that do not tesch hesliﬂg on the

2

basis of the astonemeont are serving the Devil,

gsoul from sin ney ve at eny tine rcached on this side of
death, so may the Lody be froed from diseaseo; or if the
soul must struggle with sin till death, the Lody mey not
be counletely delivered till then.”

2%¢ Je e Byers, ope eit., Ppe 54, 9E-99.

24 V. ¥o Zostrom, ons ¢lits, Pe 166s R. L. Stanton,
ODe oits, e 77, Boye: YA parallelism rung through tre
Soripturcs upon the provision whioh Chriet hes made for
onr physicel and epirituel nsture. Thie prineiple mey
gerve a2 a key {0 answer meny questions. Talke, mercly es
an exemple, the following: Why are not sll hesled who
are preyed for? Why ere sore healed immediately, and o-
thors greduslly? TWhy do sore, wWho heave been pertially or
wholly eured, egain relapee into sickness? IT this doc=-
trine ie true, whg 4o not 21l the sick ernbrace it? These
end many other guestions will spprly Jjuct es well, and for
preciscly the ssme reacsons, if asked concerning the curing
of the soul of gin, and the generel progress of the Gos-
pel gmong nen, botk in relation to presenting the truth
to the impenitent and k;olt':hrist;lagz. 'ﬂn.:!l's pargllelism

' orth in remarkeble completeness.
Btandgsf E e Le Stantor, op. ait., ». 75.

26e ie Je Gordon, Ope cif., Pe 24.

27« J. Te. Byere, OFe« Gite, Pe 68,




The lrror of the Healors Lies in a

Falee Conception of Justification

We strike at the very root of the direct feith hesl-
ing system when we attack this doetrine whiok finds pro-
viglon for immediate vicariocus bodily hesling in the a-
‘Yonement, and the plaeing of Lodily hesling on ¢ level
with the provision made in the atonement for forgivencss
of sine and sslvetion. It is obvious Lrom uwhat has bLeon
said by the heslers in previous parugraphs, thet they do
not have a aorrect ocnceeption of what Christ did for us in
the atonemont. They have erred in the Tundemcntsl docetrine
of Seripture---justification. Their crror :.ls in thie that
they do not know what is mesnt by "irputed righteousncss,”
Imputed rightecusness is confused with inherent or escen-
tisl righteousness, for their tezsching comes down to this,
teat by socepting the merits of the stonement peoplc he-
core perfect in themeolves ané thereoby are frecd fror the
resulte end pongltics of sin. ' The corrupt and evil nsture
which rermging in the Christisn ond makese him succeptible to
gll hunmon weaknesees is not teken into tscount. IThis cor-
rupt neture which remeine ies what 5t. FPaul speake of in the
words: ™I delight in the law of God after the inwerd ran:
Bnt. I see anothor lgw in ry menmbers, worring sgeinst the
lew of my nind, and bLringing mo into oaptivity to the law
of sin whickh ies in ry merbers." (Rom. 7, 22. 23). The For=-

ruls of Jonaord conioins the following on thie sulject:




ic

"But when we toach that through the operaiion of
. the Holy Ghost wo are borne anew and Jjuetificd, the
ponpe is not that after regenoration no unrighteons-
negs clings any more to the Jjustified and regenezmate
in their belng and life, tnt that Christ covers 21l
their pins which neverthelees in this life still in-
here in nature with Hie complete obedliensge. Iut ir-
reppective of this they are declared and regarded
:0d1ly and righteons by faith and for the seke of
Clirist’s obedience (vhioh Christ rendered the Father
for ns from His birth to His rost ignominious desath
upon the croee), slthough on scesunt of their cor-
rupt nature, they still are and rermein sinners to 28
the grave (while thiey bear about this mortal body).”

Cur conglusicn is thst Christ atoned for our sine and
removed the peonalty which we should suffer for them, but
st the seumwe time, that se long az we live in our siniunl
and corrupt bodiecs we will be subject to the weaknesses
which have comec & the xeoult and as the penalty of sine

This matter is clearly brought out in the eighth

ghapter of Tlomans where Ste Poul discusses the relaticon

of the atoning and scnotifying work of Christ and the Ho=-
1y Spirit on the esoul, to the Christisn’s bodily environ-
rente On the baspis of Christ's atonement “thére is no
condernation to thor who ere in Chriet Jesuwe.” (ve 1)
Ilen are Juéieially right with CGod. 3y fsith men are nmade
10d"s ehildren end heirs of etermel life. {vve 14-17)
However, the rodecmed men hes to work out his salvation
in the midet of & gront natursgl coonony. The ggruéL:g
{oreaturc) is roprescnted by the Apostle as longing (The
carncet expectation), (v. 19); as weiting for "the re-

veeling of the sons of Gode" (ve 19) The orcature was

28. fhe Forrmle of Coneord, Article III, 22.
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madle sublent to vanity, helplessuneze, physieal frailty, to
& tondenay to detorioration and dimolution charssteriztic
of 2ll material naturs. This sublectisn wne not volmntary.
It beonme thus sub eat by means of Mir who laid it under

a curse beoause of wen's sin. 3But this subjection ie not
honeless. The ereature is smbjoot in the hope of being
delivered into the liberty of the glory 5f the children

of God. In the moantime it “grogn&th and trevaileth in
pain® {v. 22), up to the present time, Thie is a fact of
expericenoe. But now, "mot only they, bnut ourselves glso,
which have the firstfrults of the spirit, evon we ourselves
groan within our aseclves, waiting for the n&ioption.' to wit,
the redenmptinn of our body." (ve 23) A1l this suffering
Pavl dereribes as being pert of the Christisn® earthly cox-
pericnee. This gertainly conld not bhe, 1L, as the hezlors
2laim, the rodemption of the body rune parsllel with that
of the s-mu?..ag Spoaking of this vast rateriel coonony in
whioh the Christians live, I, E. Vinsent correctly says
that the Christian "grows to epiritusl menhood under the
thruet and etrein of that economy, in the stmosphore of
the conflict !:étween the epirit and the flezh. They give
him his controlling impulse; they clothe him with eoursge

gnd feith and petience, btut they do not remove hinm from

29, This whole argument iz oontained in the article
by . B. Vinocnt, op. cit., ppe 517-318. . E. Bicderwlf
has the sore argnrment, tut not nenrly &0 well expresped.
0fe W. Fe BieGorwolf, orve gift., p. 80.
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the choek end frietion. In the ehope of sickness, pein,
gll corts of physiaeal %%1;, he is liable to theilr pres-
sure to the very end.” In Bivliesl languege, as 1o
the epirit, we ere in the age to ecome, bvt es to the body,
"¢ are in the preeent age. This strenge dicoord forrs
the besie of our present condition. It is in ignoring
this that the direcot frith healers nake thelr fundsren-
tel error,.
Strange Coneclusions which Follow from

the Dootrine of the Heglers

If the doctrine of the di&ect faith heclers were
drawn to ite logienl conelusion, severscl strange results
are obtained. For example, if disemese rust find its ipm-
vedieie and true reovredy in the Crose becauvse it is a
rart of the eurse of sin, then the sepme thing rmust be true
of that pert of the cvrse which penslized women with re-
gepecet to her peln in childbirtk., Likewise, if the heelers

were covrect, ran by the propoer exorcise of Fuithk could

expoetl God, so fer gs his gerden and his orcherd and hie
#ield end his form is concerned, to remove the curse, that
ip, to eradic:te, withont any cffort on men's part, the
thorns end the brisrs e&nd the thistles, while ke, like idar,

necd only sare for the trees sand gather the fruite, In

&0e ILe Re Yinoent, Op. cit., De 319




135

fact, sinoe diseocse iz mwerely incipient dcath, oven phy-
a1

slezl death would Bbe oxelnded by the stonemeont. The heal-

ers, of course, will not follow te these eonelusions, but

it ean not be avoided without heing inasomsistent.
3in as the vanse of tiekness

Tho falth heulerg glain that all sishkness i3 in sore
o2
way the result of gin, 1t is the work of the Devil. "It

is the bueinecs of Satan €9 bind with diseasen.” "All picke
o5
ness i9 in a greater or lezs degree devil-oppreassion.”

In a leaflet, "Do You now God's Way of Healing?" lir. lgo-
Srogsean hee the follsrwing gunestions and answvers:

Suagtion: Do you mean to say that 2ll diseasse is
satan's work? ;

Answer: Yes, for if there hed Leen no sin (whieh
canme through Satan) there never would heve beon

any disease.

cuestion: 3But does discase ncver sore from God?
‘nawer: o, it cammot come from God, for He is pnre,
and aiscase is unclean; and it cannot ggre out of
heaven, for there is no dissase there.

some of the sins whish are the direnst csuses of sicknoss

are: Jealousy, rshellion, discontentrment, adnltery, i-

dolatry, r:grder. sovetoueness, lying, stesling, and ir-
5

reverenae.

Sle Je Ee Bieoderwolf, obe git., PP. 63-69.
32. Theoe crechbner, Foith-Cure, De 1%
33e Ja Ve Byors, 0De 8it., Dpe 655=T0e
S4. Ouoted frorm W. Z. Biaderwolf, op. cit., Ds. Zle
35. Je Hs Bostrom, The Causos of STokness gnd How

o Got Hell, pp. 13-40.
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As 2 rule, however, the healers do not sotually olaim
that sis¥ness is always the result of spesific sins on the
part of the individusl, ar some2 have wrongly oharged. "In-
dividually we may Be eick without having sommitted sin,”
The same writer says that though 1t 15 possible to he sick
without aetug% tramegreassion, as a rule zin opens the door
to siolkness. Some cven conasede the fact that the af-
flietions whisch many ghriﬂtiane suffer have s "diseipli-
naxy oSfioeTatoldilleg suNane otstheshealvemniilat
siclknass is over direetly sont from God, oven 25 a ohas-

tisoment, bnt that God merely permita the Devil to inflict

36e Je e Byers, ope. git., Pe 210, 4. B. Simpson,
Wholly Sanctified, pn. 84-85, says: "The sgnotified body
fias beon, ar at ieact shonld be, separated frorm disensce
4e do not sey thet disesse is a voluntary sin, but we do
say that 1t is & blemish and a physiesl impurity. It is
g foxrm of oorruption in the fleshe Under the gneicnt dis-.
pensation it diequelified pricsts from ministering at the
gltor. It was a defiloment or blenmish, and so still it is
2 hind»ance to the highoat spiritual stato and to the most
effontive serviee for God. 10 doubt He oan overrule it for
moh goods He can make the invalid’s chamber z bazutifml
example and teatimony. But this does not meke the disease
the more pleaging to Fim nor the less a blenish; an abnormsl
aondition: an impurity in the human systiem:; something from
which Christ has corec to =eparate His people; something
which Ee hore mpon the oross that we might not bear it, but
Yhy His stripes be healed, " -

"Beloved, have you been separated from disease, from
the melarigs and tumors that defile your blood, depross your
iiver, drag down your apiyits, cloud your brain, irritate
your teomper anid overshadow all your future 1lifo and worl,
besides holding you back Ifrom servigce for God, and ocoupy=-
ing your existence with a morbid sclf-consaiousno=ze and a
struggle that is dragging you dowm whon God wents every.
power engaged in secrvice for z suffering world? Are Fou
willing to be sanatified from disesse, and is it wvaluable
enongh for youn to throw prejundices awaey and sccopt the sal-
vag;gn which Christ hes come to bring for spirit, souvl and
bo L "

37« Re L. Stanton, ope. cit., pe. 72; 7. H. Bostron,
ope 0ite, Pe 113; We ¥. Bicdorwol®, op. oit., p. 17: "0-




15

S8
the ohastizoment.

The True Purpose of Sickness

S50 wo see that the direst falth hoolers trase all
siokness directly to the work of the Devil. Though some
do gdnit ot tires that siolmess iz not always the result
of specifis aine, and that at timee slokmass fills o
diseinlinary offise, they nevertheloan gonsider all sick-
nese to2 he an absolute cvil, Furthermore, ths inferonce
iz drawn that sicelmese ianverisltly sghows that the vietin
doea not have proper faith, or else he could be rid of
his sicknesse We ghall Lring ont the facts that siclness
ezn gnd ie st times 2 good, and that sioknezes does not
necessarily ehow thet & verson has not the nroper faith,
cr thet he has insuffieient faith,

Sickness ontexred this world es 2 result of the foll

into gin, 2nd 1t is truve that at tires sickness and dis-

@z86 ie visited upon individuale gs the punishrent for

epegific eins. Eut we reintein that in the case of the
Christian, sisoknees, oven vhen esused by transgression,
iz & means 1in the hands of & lovins'heaggnly'Father to
train Hie children in Chriptian living. Sicknese is

rerely & pert of the Chriastien's oross. Luther writes:

therse in the faith heeling sehool, like lir. Eosworth, Irs.
liePherzon, ir., Rgder, Dr. “riece, Ir. Richey, lir. Simpson,
gnd othere wouvld agree that siclmnees is soretimeos perrmit-
ted by God ac a discipline.”™

38, W. ¥. Biederwolf, ove. cit., Pe 21; J. 7. Byers,
ope cit., ». 131.

%9« Theo. Gracbtner, op. oit., p. 18,
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A Christian, in so far ss he is a Christlan, is subiect
to his desr holy oroszs, o0 that he must suffor either from
other people or from the devil himself, who tormontes oand
torrifies him with tribuletion, persecution, poverty, sick-
ness, ozoinwardly in his heart by roens of his poisonous
darts. " The Jevil and the world affliot Christiane with
gickness, but it must be noted that it is not on account
of their sins, as the foith heslera clnim.'but on gaecount
of their holy faith.41 "For whom the Lord loveth he chas-
teneth, and seourgoth every son whom he rcoeivethese.ilow
no chastening for the prescnt seemeth to be Joyous, but
grievous: neverthclceces sfterward it yiecldeth the pesce-
able frult of rightecousness unto therm which are exercised
thorebye. " (Hebs 12, 5-11) Sickness and sufféring are unsed
by God to sorve & very important role in the execution of
His plans to save the elect. "God whispers to us in our
pleasures, spegks in our consoienaé. but shouts in our

42
poins: 1t is His regaphone to rouse a2 deaf world.," ve

40. Gt. %ouiBDEditign. XII,4gz4 £ff., quoted inJ. T.
fueller, Chrigtisn Dogmatics, Pe ®

41, “Luther sayc very eptly: "The ovil Foo and the
world are not engry with Christisne because they are sin-
ners and stubbble and fall now &nd then. o indeed; the
devil and the world gladly tolerate this and even approve
of ite 3But on asgount of the vWord and their faith ithey
hete them), namely, because they hope in the Son of God
ecese” B5te Louils Edition, XIIIX, 434 f£f.

42, Co Se Lowis, The Protlem of Pain, p. 8l. Ce. Se
Lowin, Ope Cit., pPP. 93-95, Bays: V"1 em only trying to show
that the old Christion dootrine of being made 'perfect
through suffering® iz not inorediblCee..oIn estimating the
aredibility of the doetrire two principles ought to be ob-
sorveds In the first place, we must remerber that actual
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conclude that siskness inflicted upon the Christiesn alwayse
BCYVeE & £ood purpose, and that siokgoas gcn be oeulled a
good in this ozso. (Rom. 8, 18. 28)40

For Chrigtiens, sickness is only pert of thelr Christ-
ian oross. As such it ie of incalouleblec benefit to them.
"It points them to hesven, lots 15, 22; renders them humblo
before God, II Core 12, 7; teaches them ipplieit trust in
divine grace, 1I Cor. 12, 8, 9; strengthens their feith, I
Pete 1, 6o 7; moves them to prayer, Ps. 18, 6; Is. 26, 16;
erugifios their old rman and destroys the body of sin, Rom,.

6, 63 I 2et, 4, 1; &nd turns theoir view from this present,

moment of present poin ie only the centre of what mgy be
called the whole tribulational system vwhich oxtends itself
by foar and pity. ihetever good cffeotc these experiences
have are dependent upon the eentre; so0 that even if pain
iteself was of no sgpiritusl value, yet, if fecar and pity
were, Dalin wounld have to oxist iIn order that there chounld
be asomething to be feared and pitiecd. 4And that feor and
pity help us in our return to cbedience and charity is not
%0 be doubtedecesThus the terrible nececsity of tribule-
tion is only too aleer, God has had me for but forty-elgnt
hours and thon only by dint of taking everything else awsy
from me. Let Him but sheathe that eword for o moment &nd I
behavo like a puppy vhen the hatoed bath is over---I shake
ryeeolf as dry as I oun and race off to reaoquire ny cor-
fortable dirtinose, if not in thoe neoarest manure heap, et
least in tho nearest flower bede. And that ies why tribula-
tions cannot cecse until God eithor sces us remade Or gece
thet our romaking is now hopeless.”

4%« lie Re Vinocont, ope cit., ps 325, Job's case be-
longs in two oategoriese In the category of chastening,
end in the category of proof or vindisation. God was 2;%;
ving Job by his trisl, and et the pare tire vindieating the
encoriunm He pronounced upon him in the beginning. e wes
showing Satan thet it wme posasible for & man to go through
2ll the egony of dounbt, eand 811 that physisal torture, and
ell those pange of gbandonment and misunderstanding, and
yet hold fast to Code He wie proving thet God waes capable
of winning, and that man is o=pable of gherishing ean un-
selfish goodnees. That he oan serve Cod for nought; that

s
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prerichable world to the cternal, imperisheble life to oore,
II Cor. 4, 18. By their poticnt and faithful oross-boaring
believerec &ieco cnaourage others to bhe steandfest in their
trials and to continue in the glorious promises of the 1li-
ving Cod, II Core 1, 6; I Thess. 1, 6¢ 7 The losson of
Christ's glorious coroes is best teught by hirm vho has vic-
toriously borne his own croes, II Core 1, 4; 12, :I.O.“MF

We shell not enter into & disoussion sg to who the
direst guthor of siocknese is, sinee it has no practicsl
besring on our subjcot. In passing wo mention this, that
the heealers elaim that the Devil is alwsys the suthor of
gickness, and that God nover directly afflicts people, but
that He allows the Devil to bind people so. We believe
that both Ged end the Devil agre the direet ocsuses of sicke
nees, as well as mgn hirself. It is felt that it is suf-
ficient for our subjest merely to show that sickness is

not an gbeolute ovil as tho healers would have us belicve.
Sickness Doce ot Indicate a8 Lack of Faith

We oan, therefore, conolude that sickness does not ne-
cessarily indicate that the patient lscks proper Christian
faith, or that he is gnilty of aonb partioculer ein. lio in-
dividusl ocn s0 far seperate himeelf from humanity at lerge

he ozn hold fest his confidence in God, even vhen the suprene
Friend soerms to te turned intc his foe. It is to such proof
gnd vindisation that Feter glludes: "That the proof of your
faith, being more precious that gold that perisheth, though
it is proved by fire, might be found unto praise and glory
and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ." (I Pet. 1, 7).

i
i
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that he ocan be wholly heslthy while humsnity es o whole is
sielk, no mottor how groest his faith. Ieither o:n a
Christien believe that he is irruned to the discase a-
round him bescruse of the perfeation of his life. ic long
o8 he iz g man, and hes sinful flosh, he will be subject
to sielness. %he cerudifiod Christ contradiots sueh be-
lief. Helther Christ's life nor His tesching lead ue to
believe that the mun physicelly sound and robust is always
the good man, and the torn and bruised ran slways the evil
rene Cften, indeed, this is ex=ctly the reverce of the
truthe Very often it iz just those who besr the burdens
of the world, in sirple and profound love of God and men,
who are tho very people that no remedy, spiritusl, mentel
or physiocal, oun touch. ':Eizlsmese is not invarxially the
outward eipn of infidelity. If whdt the heslere claim
were true one rust, bLeing consigtent, deduce that sickness
indicates & lazk of faith, that 1l the good Christisn
pecple who are suffering from slckness and diseanse sre do-
ing 29 becense they ere not in proper relationship with
God. Thoy are in faot rolecting God's blosd-bought remedy
for their recoovery. They do not estecm Christ's otonement
as sufficient for their bodily necde end so deliberately
turn awsy from His ched blood through which Cod meens Hie
children to be physiecally whole.

44, J. Te lueller, Christion lopmatigs, p. 427.
45. H. insom, Spiritusl Healing. DPe Z06-207.
46, iie I, Bloderunli, Ole Cltle, Po M.




If the prineiple is curried out, then it oonderns
Trophirue, whom Fgul left cick et Nlletum (II Tirm, 4, 20);
Fraphroditus (Fnil. Z, 26. 2?]; Timothy (I Tim., 5, 23):
and the apostle Paul (IXI Cor. 12, 7=10; Cal. 4, 13, 14)e
The explungtions oficred Ly the healers in thes=e cases are
very arbitrary. In the cage of Epaphraditusavthey say thet
he ray have unwisely overtexca his strength. Trophims"
sickneoee is oxplaincd by seyling thntthizawus 1o proteect
niwm fror the groater evil of martyrdom. inother hae suge
gested thet he may heve broken some natursl lew and wes suf-
fering the conseguerces. or, that the heeling was gradusal,
gud poseibly he was not yet well enough or strong onough to
goaonmpeny the apostle on his jJjourney the dzy he left town.
The wine vhioh ragul suggoeted that Tirotihy usc for his sto-
rash trouble the heslers say wos merely a ratter of diet, @
natural law of health. a4 lione of the faith heeslers will
conoede thet Faul's "thorn in the fleeh" was & physical
cilment. -~ractliscslly =ll whe are congpicuous amdong rodern
heslers 8-y that Fenl's "thoxm in the flesh" reierred fo
his persecutione. Agains this view wo offer the obicotioms
that Faul wounld not heve beoen buniliated by porsecutione,
but rather that he glorieéd in them. (CGezletians, 6, 7)e
Pegnl distinetiy staies in Galatlans 4, 135, that lhe

4% Ja Ve Byers ODe Cite, Pe 220
48. Ibdde, De i e

49, Ja He Bostrenm, @_o Gite, De 1iTle
50 He He Bosworth, Ope 83te, Pe 1346
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had "gn infirmity of the flesh", and i1t seoms that this

51
is the scmwe as the "thorn in the flesh.” lire Bosworth
52
agleirg that the "thorn™ wae a demon. He o2lls attention

to the fact that FYanl onlle his "thorn in the flesh,™ "the
engel of tSetan." It is trne thet “"the sngel of Satan™ is
in appositicn to "a thorn in the flesh,™ but, as Lange
says, "not as though the converse werc true and the 'thorn!
were en ‘angel'." It is rercly o mode of oxpression by
vhich the "thorn" is personified, as say lleyer and Cle-
hgusen. sSome 0f the hezlers have followed the interpre-
tation of sore of the monks &nd cscetise of the Hiddle
Agon who s2id the "thorn" was the uprising of Faul'e car-
nal naturc. %his, however, ccn not be urged espeocislly
gince feul in hie first letter to the Corinthians decleres
hinself to be frec Trom this. (I Core. 7, 7 ond 9, 27)
Cther explanations of this indefinite "thorm in the flesh”
have been rade, but the wopt netursl explanation is to re-
gerd it as some bodily ailment. Just vhat kind of an ail-
ment it wae osn not be determined. Somwe cpeounlate thet it
was on oye disense teking the clue from the faot that he
wrote in large letters (Gel. 6,11), and that the Galaticns
would have vluoked out their own eyes for him (Gal. 4, 15).

5le We E, Blederwolf, op. cit., p. 1ll.
5628, E. He Bosworth, ope. 8ite, Pe 119

e




.cthere have thought of mﬁlar:ls.;, epilepsy, and other mgla-
dles. TNegardless of exactly vhat it was, we would hardly
aensure Poul for not having sufficlent fzith to olaim
healing fonéahis body for whioh he prayed the Lord so

esarnestly.
The W11l o2 Cod snd Sickness

The heslers who regord eickmess as on absolute ovil, of
gourse, olaim that it is o2lways the desire and will of God to
remove siokness, and, thorefore, include it as one of the pro-
visions of Chrisi's atonement. They tell us that the grect-
est barrier to hesling ic uncertainty as to the will of CGod
to heal a11.54 Their contention is that Christ gave specifio
promisee of hecling to evll. "Hach individuel sufferer muet
be convinced by the Word of God that his or hor hegling is
the will of God; for it l1s 1mposeible to have resl feith for
hegling as long as there is the slightest dounbt as to ite
being God's ﬂill.“ss The same writer lamente that rodern
theology emphasizes Chriat's agzlity to heal, but neglects
His compassionate willingnoas. llen are?bonna in eic?ngg.
because of & lack of faith in that will. Ir, Bosworth

makes the abpurd stetement thet when the le-

53 We E. Biledorwolf, ope git., Pre 112-117,

54. F. F. Bosworth, Christ the Healer, p. 33.

56. Ibid., p. 84.

56. m Pe 66.

5% 3. ngo BY@I‘B. DPe gi_t_.. p- 49 £, Ae Jeo Gorxrdon,
Ope Clte, DPe 232=236e
= 'ﬁ. E'. F. Bosworth, gp. oit., p. 4.




per vho prayed, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou etnst meke wme
elesn," (lstte 8, 2) and Jeous snswored, "I will: be thou

glean," Je=2us wes confirring the leper's faith ir his will

to hesl universglly. In hie pacsphlet "Do You ¥now God's
oy of Healing?" we rend the following quection and on-
ewor noscd by Hr. Dosworth:
Cuesticn: Do you not think that zickneose is often
Goa's wiil, end eont for our good, ond, thorefore,
God way not wish us 12 te henled?
Answer: o, that camnot possitly be, for dizeases
of every kind are the Devil'e worl:, and his work can
never bte God's will, sinece Christ care for the very
purpose of "destroying the works of the Devil." (I
John 3, 8). 59
It is claimed thet God is nover glorificd through sickness,
but that He is glorified in thie that He heals sickneso.
The ouge of the men boryn biind ie cited oo an example.
60
{(Tohn ©) Cne of the reasons for which many people suf-
fer afiliction is that they hove been edusated tc telicve
in 1t es "8 regular, eessentisl, snd Llessed mesns of groce.”
62
Je We Byers asks, "Ic God ever glorified by sickness?

oe God ie glorified in saving us from siciness.”
Unconditicrnal Prayers

£11 of the heslers thon erphasize that when praying
for hegling one chould not adé the guelifying pkrace, "If
it be Thy will.”™ This is the logieanl resunlt that followe

5% F. F. Bosworth, quoted in W. I. Blederwolf, one
Gite, Peo 13,
T 60e Je He DOstrom, _Ope gite, pPe 109, |
6l. R. L. HStaonton, obe cit., Pe 72. |
62. J. We Byers, Oile cit., De 224,




from the teaching thet Christ b, the atonement provides
bodily heol ing and eo alwaye will hesl 2lle "o sec no
reapon why we ghould hesitate to pray for the healing of
our bodice any more then for the ronowel of our esuls.
Soth gre mwiraclics; but both are aovgged ani pro®ided for
by the same clear word of promise."” Some sonfeess that

there are renueste vhioh God rofuses for our good, but
64

A L e e L

edd that "solwvation end healing need no provies.” They
sey that "if we pray ecrnceily we have sssursnce thet we

will e henled, ee did Flijlsh when he prayad.“ss "we can
not pray the preyer of feith for ourseives or for ancother
if we gdd "If it be Thy will.' e sueh perscn has ever | 1
vot recelved any help."se These who have prayed for hesle

ing for yeewrs snd have not received help are 1old thet

"thie ie beoeuse they éo not glvaim 2 definite expericnece,

but edd 'if it beo Thy will.'" Tarnestnoes in prayer is

63e Le Jde Gorxrdon, LCile Cite, Pe 193.

64e J. We. Byers, ov. oit., Pd 7%

65¢ Ihide, Pe 2034 <de He licstron, ORe clte, Do 135,
gays: "S0 mony in our day when aeking God for healing acd
to their prayer the words, °'If it be Thy wili.' This ia
no doubt due to the fast that they have never becn on-
lightened as to this pert of the gloriouc gospel of Christe.
Heeling for the bLody iec eo seldom and so fragmentarily
preasched frorm rany pulpite, it is no wonder that the will
of God in thie rogurd is not known. Ilinisters who are not
acgueint.ed with God's w11l in the mottor, add the same
phrase whon coneluding thelr prayer for the siocke 3But
wherever there is en 'if' there is uncertainty, ond faith
does not degl in uncertainties. Faith is being fully per-
suaded that God will do exsetly what He hns promised todeo,
and you ere not fvlly porcuaded when you »ut en 'if' in your
TOTE e
¥’ 66 Je Ta MoCrosean, cuoted in We Fo EBEicderwolf, Obe
eit., P. 55.
— 67« J. We Byors, obe cit., pe 120.




demanded and pecple are assured that where ell gonditions
gre Tully met on the part of the secker, there will le a
direot snd instantancoue enswor, or the witness of the
Spirit and that the prayor hag been heerd and will be an-
swerod, or the reasscn why will be eiven.Ga Iixge LioFher=
con illustrstes what che olaims in these words:

"Zhon aomes the pitiiul cry of those who are
elek end efflicted. Iilo matter if the devil is cay-
ing thet they are recoelving the just dues for their
error end folly, Jesue is intercedin;. '1I bore
their sickneegses gnd carricd their sorrows upon (al-
varye. Father, by iy stripes they erc heuled. I hore
it all for thon =29 that you in your love and wisdom
stould bear with with them.' The cry is answered
and the sufforing one is hesled." 69

In reoting the objecetion that sometimes sicknecs in a
bleseing, the healers say that then we should not pray at
all, Hathor, that we should proay that the Lord would keep
ue ill, and that cur lovod ones cnd others will also be
afflicted.

"ve will grent that there are those who are ho=-
nest in their bpelicf that hesling ie mot for £ll1, that
God desires esome to rernain slck for Eis glory. 4n a=~
rmueing thing ebout many of ther, however, is that whken
their prayers for healing---with sn 'if'---are notan-
swered, snd they try to coneole thomeolves with the
thought that perhaps it is mot the Lord's will to
hesl thom, they immedistely go about trying to get well
some other waye. They will take & dose of this or that,
and do first one thipng and then snother, trying their
level best 1o get wel:, whether it ip God's will for
them to remain zick or not. FHow ineonsistentd If they
honestly believed that it is God's will for them 10
reranin sick for Eils glory, why do they pray, why do they

68. Ibid.. Pe 19%.
69. fThe Foursguarc Crugader, April 10, 1929.




ask others to pray, and vwhy do they use many oth.r
rmeane in endeavoring io effeet & resovery?” 70

ihen we remind the healers thet Jesus prayed, "Hot
ny will, but Thine, be done,” thoy anewer that the oxperi-
ense of Christ in the Garden of Geothsemenc wae unigque,
that there haa never been encther like it before or since,
and henoe, that there is no corparison here. They say
that Jesue wee not praying for vhysiesl healing, nor was He
geking God to M1fill eny portiocnlar prormise that He had
made to Bime IT ig podd thet 7 esus prayed here sccording
to the flesh, which slways desiree 10 avoid anffering.
Therefore, paoys lire. Eostrom:

"Then triale and testings come your way, never
eay thet you &re going through vour Gethsemene. There
was only onc Getheerane coxperiernca, and J esve hed it.
fio matter how sovere your suffering may be, 1t o&n
nover be aompared with that of the Saviour in the Ger-
dene 4And when you eck God Tor the Lhealing of your hLo-
dy, you are coming to Hir om tho basis of His invita-
tion and His will, ag revesled in Hie words and sc-
tions, &«nd when conditions are net, you have per-
feot right to expeot Him to answer prayer. “horefore,
you never need sdid to your prayer for heeling, ‘If
it be Thy will."" 71
e have glready chown that slokness for the Christion

ie a pert of the Christiaen's oroes whioh is to trainm him

in paticnee and Immility so that he "may be perfect and eun-

tire, wanting nothing." (Jawec 1, 4) If God glwaye wills

t9 heel £1), what hac become of the Christian'’s feith une-
na

dor tho orose? This wonderfully oonmforting and clearly

70 Je. E. Bostrom, §§§ 0ite, De 145,
Tl Ibid., PP lG6B8=1lb%9
72. Gracbner, ove 6it., De 17
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taught dnetrine of tho 2ible is aheolntely oliminaute by such
o teachings We. He Biledorwolf is very emphatie on this point.
He saye:

"Where is it eaid in the Vord of God thet 'If is
glwa e the will of God to heel 21l who heve need of
healing?! UThers hees it been reveszled in Cod's Word
that 1t ies Hie will for Hie children slways in ezch
and cvvery partiouler instanse 1o rerain in unimpmired
healthTe.eeeel vonture to say there ie not a Christisn
41 oll the world todoy, mightior in prayer, more de-
voted, more Spirit-filled snd enlightened than was
the ipostle faule--in fuot, not one so much go. Iy,
then, did thiz righty wan of prayer have to leave
Tropghimue &t Niletus sick? Why did his prayer not
avail to zaisec him up? Why were the prayers of this
pen of mountaoin-roving falth not aveiling to hesl
Epgphroditue imredistely, &8 all who oare to Josue
while He wes here on earth were hesled? ihy did this
holy nman, to vhom the "deep things of God' wore re-
vesled, have to advise Tirothy 1o teke & little wine
for his stomach's sske, to endure his "often infir-
mitiea?" UGhy did this men, who revesled t0 ue.so
ruck of the knowledge of the weys of God, thie Lond-
gervant of JShyist, who loved his llaeteor unto deathm-—-
why did ko hove to emrnestly pray three tires for
the trorm in hig flesh to be romoved, only 1o be 1o0ld
by the Lord thet 1t was better for him to cndure 11?
Why,ve agk agein, wnlese 1t was that inthese par-
ticular instences it was not the will of God that the
gick ones chould be hesled? Ure Torrey puts it well .
when he gays, "The antodedent probaifiity in any gl-
ven osge ip in fovor of hesling: for health ie the
general will of God for His people., Dut one mey nead
& "thorn inhie Ziesh,” e meseenger of Satan,”
just as tho Apostlie did, to kecp him hurble. In
such cazes no arount of praying, nor of cnointing
either for the physicesl infirmity is allowed of Godg
it 1s Hia gift, with the gracsloue purpcse of kesping
The siok one hurbtle in the ridst of many revelations.'" B

The sirple truth of the matter is that God gives ue no as-
surance in His Uord thet He wille sl1ll Christisns to be cx-
cupt from giokness during their life on earth, or that it

would be beat for ther to be thus oxempt.
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The heslors, in asserting that to pray "if it be Thy
will” chows & leck of fzith, and that wuch prayors will
aot be enswered, sgain are following the logleal conslu-~
slon of their dootrine that it is alwanys the will of God
€0 hecl gll sinco bodily healing has boon made poszible
by the atonement of Christ. In ghowing that bLodily hesl-
ing has not been prosurod in the stonement, and that it is
not always the will of God to hesl, we have alrcady de-
stroyed thelr argunment against conditional praying. Eut
what chout the charge that conditionsl praying destroys
faith end therofcre the volue o9f the proyor? e maintain
on thie point the Soriptural teaching that inso far as
belicvers are still flcch, they often do not will what
God wille: but beesusc they src now orcatures in Christ,
they shonld supprese the will of the flesh, and cffer up
tr0ir prayers sccording to the rule of Christ: "Eot Iy
will, but Thine bo done." 4as Christligns acknowleige the
Word of Cod as the only source and rule of their faith, so

hoy sghould elso acknowledge solely the will of God s the
norm.of their petitions. (I fohn §, 14) From this we de-
rive the genersl rvlc, that whenever hellievers pray for
torporsl bleseings, thoy proy condltionally, Tatt. 26, 993
but if they proy for spirituel blessing, they pray uncon-
d¢itionally,since God has prermised to grant them His grace,

forgivenees of sina, life, anl stlvetion under 21l siroum-
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gtonoea, 11 Core 12, 9. The healers, of conrse, concid-

er bodily healing to be a spiritusl blessing, hoving
rlaged it on & level with 1he atonement for ithe sonl. 'io
hove alyvesdy shown this fo he a false prermise. 5o be-
ginning fror & Tslee yrorice, their econcelusion with re-
gard to vnoonditionsl prayer for hesling is also wrong.

It is elso not true to sy thet oconditioral preying chows
& lack or wesknese ol faith. Ratheor it showe true Christ-
ien falthe Theo true Christisn praye in scecordance with
the will of Cod as given in soriyture.vﬁ Sueh prayer God
does answere. OChriet's oconditionsl prayer in the Garxrdeon
vae answered: "There appeared an angel unto him from hea-
ven, strengthening hirve." (luke 23, 43) It is certainmly
woalk @gnd evagive to say that the Christion, vwhen loboring
under the sross, eannot pray ap éid the Lord in Gethme-

range nLather the Chription should do exactly that.
Faith antd Obedience as CUonditious for Healing

The heeliere are roet evapive when they snenk of the
need Tor faith eand obedienae on the nert of the rercon de-
siring heln. Ilr. Bogtror asgerte that "faith and obedi-
ence ore twe insepersble prorequisites for clairing ful-
fliment of divine promises. If you desire to trulgvbe-
liieve, you muet obey, for feith impliecs obedicnece.™ ire
HBosworth ssys that getting things fror God is likeplaying

76e Je Te Luelicr, oPe Gite, Do 452=-4355
6. 0P Dr. fartin Lather'e spell Catechis, p. 146.
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a gama of chookers, "flret wo wove and then God." "Falth

anad obeaiggce ruet always be met 4o obtsin and retzin
aoaling. ™ then someone failp to rooeive hesling, the
heslerg immediatoly cleim that it 12 because he did not
heve sufriolent faith or thet he is living in sin. lire.
Bogtrom gives the following illustration:

"Somoonic in meed of healing heers this and pays
to himself, "I belicve I'1l1 ark that preccher to
proy for roe.' 50 ho makes his wey to the nletform;
but when prayoer is offered for his reoovery, he does
not fe:l beotter, and returns to his seat rathor de-
‘ectedly; no nraise in his heart to Cod; no shout of
viotorye Perhsps he says to hirmself, "Well, I gucss
it's not the Lovd'e will to hesl me.' How sore pes=-
»lo do 1ike to £211 bock on that unsupported theory
(even though they are ready to ask the next proescher
that comes glong to »ray for them)‘ rather fhon eok-
novlaedge their unbeliocfl That rman's iden was to got
well firat end thon believe God; end theo same notion
goere to popecge lorge nmunbere of people in need of
hoglinge DPut Jeeme snid, *Fhon ye pray, bolicvoe.!
ot after you pray or after you get well, but when
you proy." 8

These who eonmplein thet they can no; have faith ere told,
"I fear you are not a worshiprer of Cod ond doirng Hie wilil,
or feith wonld naturslly folloWeeesoFaith is believing

God, and 1f we are welking in “erfect obedicnece we will be-
lieve Go&.“el Hogleors tell thope who seck reliefl te be-
licve that God has heoled them even before they experienc
holpe This 1llustrstion is offered: "her you sit douwn
ot o dinner table, you cre ept to ezy, '"Thenk you for the

potatoes,' before you rocelive them, before you eat then,

78, ¥, F. Bopworth, ope. cite, Pi 2E.
79 Je We Byors, oi. ait., p: 2086, ;
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before you ernjloy them. You thenk in cdvwence, in faith,
believing that as soon as your hostess knows your dosire,
ghe will grant it. Why not have at lesst as rueh f=ith

in your hegvenly Father, ‘end s=y as 7 osus did, "Fether,

I thank Thoe tht-‘.;s'fh':"a. haat hosrd e, ' before your hesl-
=
ing is sompletet™ Zre. Dyere goes a step farther in say-

ing that at tices irperfeet faith brings irperfest heal-
ing. Ho olairs that the ozso of e bUlind man whom J esus
healed in FEark 8, 282 is proof of t]zie.aa In fact, the

heelexre all sey thet Jesue! rmiracles of healing were sll
conditioned on the f2ith of the '.v.'m):!.piemta.84 The viords

L fopun, "Go and sin no more,"™ are used cver and over

agein &g proving the nccoezity of ansolute obedlence for
85
healing. The giok cre 4old that they rust »cach & cer-

tain point of earmestness to 49 thelr part for hegling,
and thet whet is necessary is the willirgnese 1o obey, and
thon that God will supply the ;:owere.se When & person’s
diseese returns it 1= oclsired that he lo=t his faith snd
therefore the dieence re-t'.ernea.aq

in exceoption ie rade to the rule thet one ruest have
faith for heeling in the case of irre=ponsible persone.
Therefore, in the osse of those who are Iinsane and infants

this cxception is vseds In susk aaserp intorcessory preyere

82. J. H. Bontror, on. glt., Pe 155,
83e Je We Byers, EE'B cit., pe 126
€4. Ibid., rre 51=60. -

80 Im-.' Pra 144, 21l. 235.

86, IBilts, DPe 121-129.
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are neagegenryy nnd offoaturl. The easos of deomon nossescion
ng yolnted in Luke 8, 23 6, 18; and B, %6 are s=id 1o beo
ombleet io interacenuory pragnr.as Yhon nehed how far in-
tereensory faith will go, the healere reply, that 1t ndds
to the faith of the pexnon who has shodionce and feltih 4n
go Pfar a2 he is repponeibleo. Then one is vholly irre-
sponeible the intercczcorry dnes nll, 2 Then, thore are also
those who have the cnesial gift of healing (o be dip-
tinguished from univeraal hesling through the faith of
t* e individunl) who eon intercede for those who do not
have sufficient faith of thelr owm, though they ray be
rosnoneible, and o make up for the 1aak.90 But evon this
in quelified, for they say thnt interaessory falth ray
bring one to the thr?ﬂhold of hegling, but then one st
believa for himaelf.Jl

In thie tenching »f the heclers that faith and ohe-
diense arc neaescary to roeceive and. to retain hesling the
Sariptnral dootrinect juetifiostion and sanetification
are honelennly confugad. First, they place bodlly healing
on & lovel with the forgiveness of sinn, hoth Deing pro-
vided for in the stonoment and hoiwy obtainad in the mome
wave Then they spenl of foith me a work om ran'e pert by

whioch he obtains hooling, ond obadience as necessary 1o re-

88. 1Ibid. ¢ Dle 8E-85.
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tein thie healing. ¥ow, think whet that mwesne if bodily
healing is on a level with forgiveness of sive. In other
worde, eeving faith is rade the same as f2ith for hesling.
Eurtheggore, to Boy thet saving faith 1a.a woxrk on the part
of men 1s in direet coctradiction to the Zeriptuoral doe-
trine of gols gratic. 1In opposition to this we quote Dr.
7o Te Nueller, who in his Chzistisn Dogmaties (p. 326)
cays, as follows: "Butl though faith is iteelf 2 most pre-
giong work and the unfeiling sourse of constant good works,
it does not save as ¢ geod work or as the sourac of good
worke, tut eolely oo the means (medium Az Ezlﬁ_o'r). by
which the believer cpprehends the grace of God and the me-
vites of Chrict which sre 2ffored to MHim in the Gospel. 4=
gain, slthough faith is &n a0t of both the intelleat snd
the will of man,---for not the Holy Chost, hut the belicver
hinsgelf 4truste in the wexey of Cod,~--yet it does not jus-
tify inasgruch ag it is en sot or work of man.™

That the feith spoken of by the healers amounts to,
is sirply to believe thet Cod is gble 1o perform & miraou-
love cure through this particuler healer. 4 mental atti-
tude of t¥net in tho henler's power, confidence in hies gift
t0 hesl disezze by prayer, is the faith dersnded of the pe-
ttent.g3 Sextainly, this has nothing to 4o with saving
faith. If the atoncrent contains a provision for hesling

92, 0fa. mote # 78, p. 20, "Getting thinge frorm, oto.”
93« Theoe Graebner, Ope Gite, De 1lbe
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the siok Lody, parallel w.ith the provision for the sinful
soul, the parellel ought to be born out in the working of

W

tho two provieions. The provision for the body ought to "-'
aspert iteelf inverisbly in response to the prayer of faith. '
The provision for the sounl thus acscert itself. With-

out excoption, the men who reopcnts, prays, &nd believes,

is forgiven gnd reccneilod to Gode 3But every ran who prays

end belioves, and for whom others pray ard belicve, ie

not cured of siclmess.

This teeching thet "what ie trre with regird to esl-
vation is true in conroction with hez'-.].:lng"gs p:l-.ovidos the
healors with a loop-hole by which they oun explain thelr
failures to hesls Put it ie surely presumption of thee most
vawarranted 8ozt to say thet vhen o men faills to receive
heeling it is beoruse he hes not mot the oonditions, that
he is living out of communion with God in some way. This
is not only anti=Soripturcl, but it is e viclouns dogmatie
acgertion that hae csused irreparseble darsge to the sounls
of wenk christians.% The result of such g teashing is
that thosc thousands who come with ntter falth to these
healers and dopart dissppointed rmet gver after belicve
that they have not Christion foith, that Chriet dld not
die for them, since He did not romove their curse of siok-

ness. Therefore, thoy hoave no Savior, sinee the hecler

94, li. Re Vincont, ope cit., D. 326,
95. J. He Boptrom, 5%. it.. Pe 126.
96e Ve Mo Bledorwolf, Opre oity, Pe 22¢



rroolaimad that the lgok of faith alone gan prevent s
ourc. That means they are loet, dsmnedzgv

The obodiense which the healers demand for hesling
is o chesp ovasive things In the firat pluoe, whon the
healers like J. We Byers ond llrs. HoPherszon sgy 1o the
fathoxr of a 1ittlo Doy, "Go snd sin no more, and your son
will be healed,” thoy regquire an impossible condition.
i Dr. Theo. Grobner in hie articleo, Faith-Cure (p. 34)
says, one mipht just as woll any, "Swim aoross the Atlantic
with a orowbar around your neck, and your 1little oripple
will be curedld™ Then, too, if, as the healere say, for-
givenass of sins and bodily heeling are obtained in tho
Same way and are on the same level, they are saying that
one perseveres in hie salvation {(thie being on the samo
level ae bodily healing) by good works, by obedionce io the
iawey In opposition to this we quote the Foxmrmle of Concord
vihich says on this point: "Sinee, then, 11 iz ranifepst from
God's Word that faith ic the proper and only means by whiech
rightoongnassa ;md golvetion are not only wrecoived, but also
orenerved by God, the deorce of the Couneil of Trent, and
whatevor oleowheras ipset Torth in the ssme sense, ig Just-
1y to be rejcated, nemely, thoet our good works presorve sel-
vation, oz that the rightoouanecas of felth which has hoon re=-
oaived, or aven faith itself, ie gither entirely or in part

8
kopt and prepervod by our works." fhe faith healers

97, Theo. Grachner, g&. olite, Pe 15.
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have hopolessly mixed the dostrine of Inatification and
spnotifioations It is from this that thelr errors in o-
ther rospeots stem. Thom Jesus tells the men he=led to
"Go end sin no more, lest 2 worse thing a'..m-a unto thee,”
Hoe ie wmarning him csgainat the particulsr ein thet hed
mrosked his 1life in the ;cast.gg To conelude from thie
that Jesus megkes sbotinonage from sin in genersl & acon-
dition for recooiving, or as in this czase, a agondition for
retaining hesling is an unwerranted dednetion.

The allowance that tho healers maoke for tho use of
intercessory »rayer in the case of those who sre not re-
sporeikle, aonfuses the mwatter even more. The Soriptures
eorteinly do speak of the veluna of prayer for our fellow-
ron whenever it enjoinz us te pray for others. (L Tir. 2,
; Hatte 5, 44; Gon., 1€, 23-32; latt. 15, 28-88; Inke 23,
34; sots 7, 60)e This, however, is not what the healers

-

have in mind. %hey sey that the interscesory prayer of
faith sdde to the foith of the porson who is irresponsible
or not entirely responsible. In othor wrds, they sre
speaking of the valuc of & vigariong faelth. This Serip-
ture sondeorns whenever it speake of the ncceseity of he-
ving faith. Faith for hecling (1f it iz considered to be
on the sere level with Pfeith for forgivenes:) rust be en-
tirely = personsl metier. Cne person cannot believe for
enother. (Habe 2, 43 Luke 7, 50; latt. 25, 8-12).

99. Cf, Lenglti, Lange, =torie.




was the Heeling Done by Ohrint and the Apoatles Alweye

on the Dasis of the Faolth of the Reoipient?

The hcalers, one and all, oleirm that the mirsoeles of
hepling porformed By Christ end the arostice were done
on the baeis of the foith of the rocipicnt.loo The firet
nuoastion asked on tle vhite card given 1o those who oome
1o the meatinge of heeclers seeking & cure is, "Are you
saved oxr born again? "101 Thoy wonld have us undoratand
thet faith is ahsolutely nocessary for the type of healing
they offer, just G it we to the hesling miracles of 7e-
sus gnd the apostles. MNr. Byers says: "Cut of nincteen of
the rost prominent individusl casce of hegling mentioned
in the minietr»y of Jesus and the gpoetles, thersc are
twelve of these where their frith ie spoken ofe The reost
are sufficiently plein to show ue thet feith breught the
healing in every once. In hic own town vhere ke had been
brought up, 7esus could heal but few, beocguse of their
unbeliect. “108 "And he 4id not meny mighty works thero
Leoause of their unbelief,” (liatt. 13, 58) is a stoek
passage arong the heslers 1o eliow that Christ could heal
only whon the person had faith. The healers olainm that
they perform curos today in the seme memner as Chriat
end the agpostles.

Iire lioneing makce & stoterent with regerd to the ot-

100. J. We Eycrs, OPe 8ite, Pe 59
101, Ve E. Biciorwolf, one. git., Pe 4E.
102s Je Ve Byers, OPe ¢lie, Phe 52-03e



titude of the heslors toward the hesling of Christ that
doserves comrent. o seys:
ghen modern faith heslers donl with the mira-
alos of Chriet, they uesually take the attitude thot
He pexformad His miracles of hesling not by & sus=
pensicon or a contravention of natural laswa, but ra-
ther in acecordance with natural laws, the lews of
paychology, which He understood betier than we do at
he present tiwe, and, gbove gli, by using the sub-
eotivr faith of the pereson to be healed. Acaord=-
ine to them, therofore, the hesling mirscles of the

Lord were not so ruch miracles, as we think of o

nirasle, ut rather faith-oures, brought siocut by

a psyehologicel appesl 1o the nind and faith of the

pationt.” 105
As far a8 we are sble to discover, this statoment is not
trmie. The healere gre very emphatic in oalling theo hesl=-
inge of Chirist miracies in their real sense, that is, o
suspension or eontravention of metursl laws. At least,
thie is the position of such healers as llr. Byers, Simp-
son, Uowie, iloZherson, Bosworth end others. The healing
gonzes a2 an answeor 1o thelr prayer of feith, it is elaired,
though, &e& we shall ghow later, the curcs they do eficot
are generally brought about by the uze of subjecotive faith
and & psyohologicnl sppoal 19 the mind end faith of the
vationt.

When the heslers say thet they porforxmi thelr rmiraoles
in the seme wey that Christ end the apostles did, sund that
Chriet and the spostles always hesled only those who hed
faith, they are forced totreat the rooord of Jesus' mira-

alos, snd thosc of the apostles, with violence in order

103 Y. D liensing, ODe Q_E-. De 04,
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to make it aonform to their tecching. Howover, this is
@ ncecspary pert of their csyestom of dcetrine, for with
this they cxplidin thelr frequent feilures, aseribing
ther t92 & lack of falth on the part of theee who core to
thon for aide Just how mueh truth is there to the cleims
of the healers that Christ and the aspostles ziways hesled
only those whe had feith?

In the first dlece, it can casily be chown that J goue
hegled at times without regard to the faith of the af-
flicteie We Ee Blederwolf lists the folliowing cases in
vhich no mention wng mode of any feith of eny kind:

"The hecling of Peter's wife's wother of & fover,
llett. 8, 1, Luke 4, 39,

The heeling of the men full of loprosy, lstt. 1, 13
Luke 5, 12.

The healing of the durb ran possessed of & demon,
Nette 12, 103 HMark. 3, B3 luke 6, 10.

The hoaling of the men blind end &umb, Latt. 12, 223
Luke 11, 14.

The healing of the two blird mon by the wayside,
llatte 20, 0.

The hesling of theo deaf ran with en impedinent in
his gpeecoh, Iark. 7, 355.

The hesling of the blind man of Bethsglde, Lark .
226

The healing of the viomen bowed with eighteen years
infirmity, Luke 13, 1l.

The healing of the man with the dropsy, iuke 14, &Z.
The hed ing of the pareslytic at the pocl of Bathes-
da, John 5, 8,

The houling of the wsn blind frorm birth, Jokhn 9, 1.
The heuling of large grours of people, Ilark 6, 56;
Iuke 6, 19; Mork 3, 10; Maett. 15, 50; Luke 4, 40."™ 104

Carzying thie argurent egainst the heslers farther, Ir. The

Croobner in hie orticle, Faith-Cure, (pp. 14-135) points

104. . T. Biedcrwolf, O cite, PBe 45-44,




out that the mon referred to in John' 5, 1 ff. did not even
know who Christ wae (v. 13), yet he wae healed. The long,
detailed account of the hesling of the blind man in John
9 renders it vory clear that he had no saving feitk in
Christ when he wac healed; he Tirst oalls Jesus merely
"a ran," egnd only later ~n he beeores aonvinsed that Je-
sus iz g "prophet" gnd Lord. ©Then the people of Galilee
did not acaeopt the Gospel, the record does not say that
on gacount of thelr unbolief Jesue weas unsble to heal
their sick, but that He "did not pany works there;" He
did perform & few, despite their unbolief. (Zstt. 13, 58)
The healinge of the Teith healers and those of Christ
differ also in this that vwhile Christ's mirnecles were aoli-
veys instantaneous (Sce lLuke 228, 513 Nett. 9, 39; 11, 53
9, 353 12, 22; 8, 1-4, 14; 14, 363 12, 13; John 5, 8. 93
Nark 5, 1; Matte 8, 15), theo presont day heslings are near-
1y slways greduale Heslers like iire Bosmrti.z claim that
the henling of Jepus wac not glways inptantareouve end re-
fer us, first of £l1l, to Luke 1%, 14: "And it carme to
pass that sz t° ey went thoy were oleansed,™ as procf. Eunt
it eerteinly is an arbitrary thing to sey that this shows
that the lgpers werc henled graduslly. In fsot, the con-
toxt irdicetes immediste healing, if anything, when in the
following verse we arc told: "Ome of them, when he saw
that he was hesled, turned back, and with a loud voigce

glorified God." It iz likewliee gratuitous o elaim that
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the blind man whoze hecling is regorded in lark 8, 25~
25 is o ocase of gradusl healing.los :

The prectior of the heslers elso differs from thot
of Christ in the matter of reking an exhibition. In the
healing of Jepus the wide publication of the mirscle wes,
“as a rule, disoouraged uad in moet oases gotuelly forbild-
done liowhere did He uec Hie power to hesl in oxder to en=-
Lanco Hiz personel Tome and tc draw the multitudes aronad
Hiw, but on the other hand, He made it His rule to dis-
oourage their publicity. &Sce: Intt. 8, 43 9, 303 12, 163
Yexk 1, 44; 7, 36; 8, 26; Luke B, 563 liatt. 9, 6. Tho
healers, on the other hand, conduet huge reetings and ad-
vertice thom widely. The efflioted are brouvght before theo
aoserbly for all to soc and heare The healings that they
then claeir to have porformed are publicized gs widely as
roeaibles This certalinly does net conform to the vractice
of Qlwz'iet.los

The theory of the foith heslere also bresks down at
cextein forme of hurman 11:£ifmit;r. The postulate of the
hoglers logiocelly aidmits no exeecptions. The atonement has
provided for bodily healing on the same sezle with soul=-
curc. GShere is no valid roazeon, therefore, why an anpu-
toted 1imb should nct be restored; why sn extracted tcoth

should not bo repleaecd; why & new eyeball should not appear

105« 1Ibid., PPe Z6e S%e
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in the socket formad by the surgeon's knife; why ¢ here-
1ip ehould not be reotifiod, ond a sliced-o0ff ear be rade
£004d, chr:ligvaid this for l'elohus' ear in the Cardern of
Getheemane. It should glec Le noted that llslohuve was
ocrtain%:‘,;anot hesled beceuse of his faith in Christ as his
Savior. The records of faith-curez are void of such ca-
sese Ita smdvooates are corpelied 1o sdmit 2 proetio:l 1i-
wit to itn operation. Furthormore, why chould not the
proayer of the faith healer raise the dezd? Did not Christ,
by Hie atonement "abolish death, end bring life and irror-
tality 4o 1ight?" (II Tim. 1, 10) Jesus raised Lazarue
from the grave (Luke 7, 12); ¥e raised “atrus' dasughter
from death (Iuke 8, 49-56).

The healinga of Christ were azluaye corplete. Those
of the healera todoy are, a2 2 rule, only partial. Ilir,
Bledorwolf tells of a women who was herself at cone tire en-
gaged in thiz peorverted form of Christ's work, snd who in
more than threo 1_mndre.d and Tifty veetings ococupied a place
on the nlatform where she could obzerve all that wes goling
one She gives the following repmort:

BIA5K mony Somens Woll ShiTicen Asointal. X have nevas

geen one who had hearing, spcech, or sight restored.

Through the eign-lengusge or written note the dumb

wore told to say "Praise tho Lord.™ After they got

an idea of what wee expected they would make the ef-
fort, but all that wonld Tollow would be 8 pitiful

"u'g'hs Ughd CUghl' Thie wes not olear to the gudl-
ence, tut the @colaration would be made that they had

107 . Re Vinoeni, ope 2it., vp. 326-337.
108. Theoe. Gracbnor, ODe Glte, Pe 1lHe
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said, "’raise the Lord," of course, imperfeoctly,
but "They hed spoken.” 109

These seme differonce &pply in contrasting tho henl=
inge of the disciples and aposties to those of the present
day herlers. thon the diceiples failed to worlk miracles,
our Lord did not vlame the unbelilef of the people, but the
lack of faith in the disciples. (llatte 17, 14-21) Publius
on linlte "courteously lodged" Paul, and his fethor was
hegled by the spostle. Mot only this, but soon others of
the islend or which Poul had been cust come with their
giok, and he oured thom. Iot o word is said gbout feith,
nor is there c¢ven any suggestion that & corpany of belie-
vers had been forxmed durdng these firet dsys of the spoe-
tle's stay.llo Poter and John hesled the lare man at the
teuple vwho was not secking hesling in faith, but wves sim-
vly begging for elme. (fols 5, 1=-Y) Iandeed, mirescles of
realing, Just as other viraoles of the spostles, vere
porforned as a sign, "not to them that believe, but to them
that believe not.” (I Core. 15, 22) So we oconolude that
wnile Chriet end the spostles did relieve those of sick-
nese who had faith, they were by no means able to exercise
this power only on those who had faith. God was not 1i-
mited in His power to confirm the Viord by the attitude of
those on whom Ee would work His wonders. If the healers
of our dey are s0 lirited, end this they freely admit and

169. I'i.. E- Biedemlf. % 9_!-_t_.. pp. 39. 420
110, fTheo. Graebner, opes cite., Pe 15.
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uvrge it etrcnuoualgi{o ezpﬂein tkelr Poilings, their po-
wer is not of God.
e Purpope of Christ's Heeling

Zinipiry and its Continuence

tloreover, the hozlers tcll us thet the mirecles por-
Torred by Chriet werec not for the purpose of witneseing
His divinity, but rather that thoy werec sirply the out-
growth of ilis compaseion for the suffering, and for the
fulfilling of propheey. "It ig juet here that our op=-
ponents make thelr roet signal logleel blunder. Thoy es-
gume that the privery purpose of primitive healinge vias
the authentiocation of the preascher's coprission, and now
that the neoeagity for that is pget, thet heslings must
have aecaged." E Ire Eyerz soye it could nnt have been
for suthonticetion for all who Jesue henled were belie-
vera, and that if it hed been for eunthentiontion the sere
nesgoessity wonld be n-eaéd nOWe

The heeolers oclaim thet the mirascles perforrmed by
Christ snd the opostles sre perfcrmed by the churoh today
gndin all ages. lire. Gordon says that healing is to be
roegorded as & tokem of the finsl Lingdom just ee wes hesl-
ing dome by the disciplos--=that the Cospel snd hesling
elvways g0 together.114 lire Stanton says thet hesling the

1l1l. Theo. Gracbrer, g¥, Cite, pe 15
1lZ. ZR. L. Stanton, or: oi E-. Pe 6S.
11% J. W. Bycrs, op. eif,, pp. 102-105.
114, 4. 7. Gordon, OFe G!to. Ye 49,



sick is expressly renticned in the universel ond perpe-

tual coumiseion given to the Churoh to "presch the Gog-
115
vel to every ereature" (Verk 16, 1%7. 18). This mat-

ter will be discuseed in full whon we counsider this con-
rigpion in deteil. :

“he question to be deelt with here is vwhether the
Loxd etill performs gigne end wonders as He d4id while e
was on earth gnd during the time of tho apostlos. Ilen-
eing sunmarizes our enswer briefly end accurately when he
writes in his articlc, Faith Heeling and Ilentel Therapy,
(pe 96):

"Surely, the Lord osn perform any wiracle vhen
and 4T He so0 deeires, gnd when He knows that His
Jord rust be confirmed by elgns end wondera, He will
gurely rwake Eis promise true and perforr them. IT,
however, snyone cores ond aleirs thet the lLord
through hir performs cuch eigns and wonders, then let
bim bring the proof and perform not & sign, tut "signs
end wonders,™ snd if he does not prozch the Gospel,
&8 the Lord oomronded hir, snd coes not eontinuc in
the worde of Christ, then he is not a true diseiple
of Christ, but e fraud. f, however, & false tog-
chcr, who perverts snd aorrupts the Vord of God, me-
vertholess elaime the shility to pexrfezm miracles,
then I shall not goinsey hin, but merely refer Him
to ihe propheey of Chxrist: "CThere shall arise fulise
Christe, and false prophets, and shsll sghow great
gigne and vwonders. '" (latt. 24, 24)

We also ehould gee thet althoungh the heelinge vor-
Tforped LY Christ and the epostlos were at times evoked
by their compassion for the eufferer, yet their purpose

ves 10 confirm the Word of Code IHarxrk 16, 20; Hebre. 2,

115. R. ls stﬂ'ﬂton. _o_'l?_. Gito. De 6Y,
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Se 4; lukte 7, 19-23 plainly teuch that miraclern of heeling
wore to confirm the Tord of Gode Two feats ruet be kept
in wind in discuseing thie subjeot. The first foot ie
thet God onee did give the gift of hesling, along with
sthexe, to the ahvrehe They were found in the ohuroh at
Corinth and on the day of Feontecost in the chureh st 7eru-
selem; :;na to Eilez dizoiples the Loxrd sayp: "Theose signs
ghall follow them that believe: In my neme shall they
cast out devils; they ehall sperk with now tongucs; they
sholl take up serpents; end 1T they drink any deadly thing,
it shell not hurt them; they shall lsy hsnds on the siek,
and they shell recovera." llark 16, 1% 18. The other feot
ig thet Cod novhere hee prorised thet every Chrietian would
have all or any of there gifte; nor did He anywhore in iHis
Jord promise that He wonld eontinue theee gifts to the end
of deoye; nor did !Ié anyuehere sey that Fe would gltogether
diccontinue 1o give thepe giftee The Holy Spirit gives
these specisl gifts "gs Fe will." ©This is a oonditionel
promice, net an sheeluie one.e Therefore, pernle who in-
gist thet Christiene todey ruet huve these gifts ap thre
Chrxdistiong had them in the dayvs of the gpostles, are try-
ing to force the ¥oly Spirit to bostow these gifts uz:onlls
her rather than 1o lcave i1 to Hiw to do "as He will."
The Holy Spirit conm, end popeibly does, give us theose gifts

todaye However, the reeson why such glfte are not given

116e Jo He Ce Frits, The Progsaher's ilsnusl, Concor=-
dip Pulpit, 1942, Vole XILI, pe 188. e
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ee in tho daye of the avostlee, is that today they are no
longer mneeded in the divine economy. In the ecarly Churoh
these gifts were for the purpose of esteblishing the Christ-
ian weligion. ¥ven Tasus in Hie dsy refused to perfori rirg-
cles vhen thoy did not serve this purpose. e read: "Then
certain of the coribee and of the Fhariscee answered, soy-
ing, Ysater, we wonld see & pign from Thoo. But Fe an-
ewered gnd peid untos therw, in evil and advlterous genecrpe
tion pecketh after o pign; end there shall no egign dbe gl-
ven to it but the eign of the prophet Jornas,” Lett. 12,
56=3% hen the rich man in hellasked that & miracle be
rerformed by the gending of Lazarus from heaven to the

rioh nan's five brothers, ke received this answer: "I
they heagr not lloses ond the Prophets, neithor will they

be nersucded though once roee from the dead," Luke 16, Zl.
S50 oleo todey. e have the sure Word of God, end for meny
conturies an ebundance of evidence has boen piling up in
favor of the Chrietion religicon. People whe will not go-
gopt this evidense will not be couvorted Ly signs snd
pircoless § 50 we hold thet mirpcles of any kind, if they
csn be proved to teke place in the Churceh todsy, are pro-
»erly, and by virtue of o divine arrangement, exceptiocnal;

that essh case muet ctend upon its own merits and be judgod

117 Je llo Ce Frite, Ope cite, 0f. Thco. Gracbnor, Ope
gite, PPa 7« B« foxr the sanc View. Hore 1t ie eaid that
ray weil be thet in foreipn aountriecs in whioh the churoh
is performing her tasck of bringing the revelation of God's
groce te the heathen, outuerd coredentiele such ae wirecles
of hesling may be still necded.
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in the 1light of ite 2mm aircumstuéacs: and thaot no attempt
to eonbine thece several oneee into o law for Chursh life
and work and prayer, is leeitimete.lla ie gl20 hold thet
the gift of hecling hes no comnection with the atonorent
in the scnse that provisicon for bodlly hesling wss there

11¢
srovided,

Healerse Who Ugn Immediately Be

Erarded es Falee

in sonme cases we cun immediztely say thet the hesl-

ngs are frsuds oxr worke of Satans This oocn be done wher

somenne agserta that hie mixacles are prosf of & divine
nission.ldo 3y making such & alaim, he denlies what the
Bible plsinly teuches, thatl signs and wondere counstitute
no such »proof sgince they will be performed also by the
folese prophets of the letter days. (II Thesse. 2, 103
Rove 16, 13. 14)e

It ie gleo noted that prominent among the profescional
henlers are geveral women, of which lre. Almes Helherson
is probebly the most well Imowne fThe very fast that theese
woren elaim the right to precach is proof that Gsd is not
in the work. Uod will not "eonfirm His Woxrd™ through thoee
whko sre distinetly forbidden 10 spenk in the assenmbly of be-
lieverse (I Core 14, 34:; 1 Tin. 2, 1l. 12)e Hegardless of

118. Il. Ee Vincent, 0ie 0lf., Pe 313

11¢. fTkhe heelere diptirguich botween the gift of hesgl-
ing and feith healing in gencral. IThey scy that while the
glft of healing is only for sortein individusle, faith heal-
ing is for everyome. They nevortheless hold that the gift



the genuinencee of oures wrought b7 women cvengeliste it
aznnot be asserteld that Cod ie there econfirming His reve-~
lation 1o the worlde He will mot foxbid women to presch
and then enmploy uomen proachergs to perfozm nmirsolos in Fis

o

NEMNCGe
Healers and llediocul Science

It io only logicol consistency on the part of the
direet T2i1th henleres to zejecet the use of 211 rodieines and
rwgny of ther do Just thet. IIr. Simpson says thaet those who
uge wedicine show thet they do not fully truet Christ.laz
Ir. bHyere acka: "Having taken the Lord ee your Hesler,
shovuld youn sbagndon all redicines? Yese. The Loré doees not
necid wedicines to help Him do Els worke It would dichonor
Hir to try to help Him with wediaine. If you weroc to conm=-
ploy & physlcien who would precorilie e aertsin medicize,
7ou wonld cxpicse ¢ dounbtt of His knowledge snd skill by
edding. gore othar wmedising to the presaription, or erploy-
ing another vhyelelsn at the sare time.*las %hisc 1is more
congistenoy on their port, for 1T they are risht, God must
of neceseity diespprove sisclutely and gltogether of the
vee of mediocine or mecne of eny other kind than theat fur-

nished by the redeceming work of Chript on the Crose. If

of healing finde ite warrant in tke provielons made for it
A T eniedis (yoituedda "Petth Hesling.® p. DAB
onoordis Cyelornedis, "Falth-Hecling," De .
121: ihc0. draeﬁnar._gp._égss. Pe 1le .
122, A. B. Simpeon, CDhe cit., De 47
123 Je Ve Byera, ODe O!E-. Pe 221.



thie touching about zzhys:ical healing boing in thoe Atone-
ment is Ssriptural, then by using modicine we would bLe
trying to sseist Christ in the work He did for us once
for gll on Calvary? It would be the saze en trying to
help Christ in the sslvation of your soul, if Christ died
Tor our diseases ir the ecme sense that He died for sin.
Then Cod could hzve no rore meroy upon thoae who seck

healing mwedisine thon He has for the Fhexicce who secks

124.
salwation through his own good works. o The use of me=
Gdivine and doetors ic c¢lled idoletry. Fortunstely

many of the faith healers gre inconsistent orn this point
and allow the uge of rodicire gnd doetore ir spiie of their

L1}

nogition. For example, llre Eyore wonld eay thet redicine

zey be used 190 eczee pain and suffering for non-Christians
or those who oannot zccept divine haaling.lae It ig in-
teroeting {0 note that reeently the Christien Zgience
Chuzrch togetior wit)k the teocachers of a‘ii:»:eét Taith hesling
gubrittcd an sbtendment to the eduoationgl laws: of Hiscourl
t2 exmorpt children of Christisn Seientists end rmerbers of
other churshes teuching hoeling by prayer from instruetion
in vhysiology in the puklie zeheoole. The arendment uos
rel ected.lz?

In forbidding their peeople tc moke use of rediezl sol-

1l24e e Fe Bioaﬂmo:.f. OpPe Gite, DPe T4=T5e
125 Je ile Byers, ODe _o_!g.. PPe 56 14E.

126 Ibid., Y. BEL.

127, St. Lonis Zopt-Dispatch, (Feb. 25, 1947).



enoe the healers have ceused terrible and uvnncccscary suf-
foring on the part of wany, end in nany ossces dsath mey
have Leen avolded by the use of redioine ond doctors. This,
then, is & perious natter. Surely God oon heal withsut ree-
disine, Lut this 15 an extraordinary mods. Ueually Cod
worke through megna.laa The ocore of the matter is that we
mict not think thatlggﬂ is most present where huran endea-

vor is most abeont. i

-

Ire Sodler tells of gpealing to a

man who balicved in the Pontecostal type of divine hesling,
He said: "y friemd, I want you to remecmber ono thing in
the program of initisting this divine hecling rovenont---
2a g euvgecn I have learned to depend not on what God aan
do, but on what God doos ﬁo."lao

“here is a fortunate inconsistonsy on the part of
nmany heslers for many of them do not repndlate the servi-

cee of dontists ond surgeons. They do not roly on the

128, Je W7o Conley, IMvine Hesling znd Dootors, re. 8e

129« H. Anson, OPe Cite, De Yo

150, 3adler, Tho Truth About Nind Cure, pe 5le lirs
Angon mekes this significcnt statement: 71T is vory com-
mon nowadays to find many earneat Christisns vho fecl that
this reuort 10 mediesl akill chowe & went of faith in
Christe I do not mysel? beliove that this is true. The
church in tho liddla Agee attempted to stem plepues and
peatilonoses »y purely religious trectment. The atterpt was
a great fallure, Uie mmgt belicve that the feilure points
10 & want of undarstonding of God's laws. We must reslisze
thaet rediesl sciontCesesion, as 8 matter of fact, done what
70V parely roliglous aymtem of healing has aver ssceorpliched.
It has absolutely banished many of the grecteost seonrges
which kave cver afflisted monkind, so that 21l civilizZed na-
tione now gre prectiosily freed from leprosy, cohelers, ty-
rhus, and bubonie plepgue., I we find that redie=l science
and senitation heve sceonplished this, and we romenbor that
no smount of purely religiouve healing has ever besn gble to
do this, it iz surecly ¢ rash thing to talk as though it were
blaspheny for reoligious pecple to scknowledge the value of



rrayer 1o extraot an abscesscd tooth nor to eet a broken
bone or remove & bullet cmbodded in the flesh. Cn the
other hand, & rathor sweening range of dipeases of the bo-
dy end dieporders of the minds is sub}eoted to the prayer
of faith transfused with intense emotionslism, The aonelun-
g8ion is werranted that most of the ailmente eunred by them
gre functional or interpersonsl. leny adhorents of the
enthusiastie sests believe in o aeorbination of selentific
redicine and diyine heeling. They unite prayer and wedl-
aal attentian.lSl ,
Zut now what does the 3ible say sbout dostors and
he use of medioine? It is true that the Dible has not a
great decal to say on thies subjeoat. Shis, however, is to
be expeocted since Sceripture is not a text Ttook on medi-
gine. Furthexmores, the medicine that was practiced during
the period in which the I1ble was written wae not only
auite uncommon but also very arudo.laz 4t the same time
the 2ible does not forbid the upe of dootors and medicinme,
end cven alludes to its place in the world.
In II Chronieles 16, 1ll. 12 we are told thst "isa

in the thirty end ninth yeor of his reign wae diseased

in hie fect, until his disesse wes eiceeaing great: yet
in his disesse he socught not to the Loxd, Wut to the phy-

giziane.” Ghe healers cite this passage as proving that the

mediocal selence.”
13le !Ya Re Stolz, The Chureh and Peychother s De 260

132, 4. 3. Czebelolin, the Heeling ‘mestion, bPe 1-10.
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Bible condemns going to vhysiclians. Zven ilhe cacual ob-
server oeon, however, dissernm that it is not the physician
that is condomned here, but the unhodlinoss of iz8. Oor-
tainly Cod must bless the work of the docotor or medigine
before it will e of any avaeil. Ir. Sedler has &n in-
teresting comrent to make in this aonneetien.lss Ho wone
acgked whothoer he believed in divine herling. He answered,
"Cf couzrse I do. I don't belicve in eny otrer kindeecsel
2iwply mean by that stotement that whenm o sick man gets
well, it ip beoauge Gode=--God working through neturc---
heals hime. Yootore and nurses do not hesl; we only treat,
we do not cure discose~=-0xoont in {heo sonse that we o=

ploy gormicides to kill nidcrobes.which may he the poseiblo

cauce of zome dipessges.”™ The "balu" snoken of in Genesis

43, 13 and Ezekiel 574 17 i2 Imown to have been used foxr
&

rediainal purposes. That medicine serxrves & good pur-

08¢ is allnded €5 in the worde, "4 wmerry hoart doeth good
like n wedioine." (Frove 17, 22) In Jercmish 30, 13 ™ecal-
ing medicines" are cxpresaly rontioned. The modicingl val-
ue of "opil"™ ic spoken of in Iesich 1, 6. Isaizh recorw-
uende a treatment foxr Hesckizh when ho goyn, "Take & lurp
of figs, and ley it for & piacter upon the toil, and he
ghall rescover." {Is. 38, 21)e In "eremiah 8, 22 wo read:

"Te there no belr in Gileed; ig there no physicien there?™

153, BHedler, ohe 2ite, Te 506
1dd. J- He cﬂnley' L °1t|. Pe 1.




It is admittod that this pacesge is used only in a sym-
belicel wry to bring out Ieracl's mmoh needed spiritusl
remedye. lieverthelese, it =till showe thet the Bible re-
oognized the true and nstural cffeot of medicine, and
usee this knowledge to illustrate and teach spiritusl
truth. In Ezeklel 47, 12 thc staterent is mgde thet "the
fruit thoreof shell De for moat, 2nd the leaf thereof for
medicine. "

In the Hew Tecstement there are eleo many sllusicns
to tho good of medicines and dootozs. TFrom the Lord we
learn that & current proverb was "Fhysioiesn, hezl thyself.”
(Iuke 4, 23)s Jesuz slso said, "They that be whole need
not & physician, but they that asre sick.,” (Matt. 9, 12;
Iuke 5, Z1)e The references src sgzein ueed in a figurative
sen'se. but they show thet Jeous recognized the proper func-
tion oi medieine. In Luke 10 we resd of the Good Samari-
tan using 91l and wine in e medieinal way. SFeul recommends
that Tirothy uso & 1ittle wine for his stomach trouble.
(I Tim. 5, 23)e The hezlers soy this was merely a dietary
measure., Eut that ie a gratuitous explanation., Finelly,
there was Poul's falthful eormpanion "Luke, the beloved
phyeician.™ (Col. 4, 14). Tho usual explenstion of the hes-
lers is 'l:hat_ Luke no lyngar 'sraatiofgsmedioine after hie
eglling to do the worl: of the Lord. This certainly
soems irprobable as Dr. Conley points oute If Zanl's letter

135 Je We Byers, ope oits, Pe 223.




1326
to the Colossians was written in 54 A, D. Luke had

been a Christian for sorme time for in his Gospol he says
that the thinge he writes were "delivered unto us, which
from the boginning woere eyewlitnesses, and minigters of the
word." (Luke 1, 2). How it is hardly probable thet Zeul
wonld still be e=2lling Tuke the "beloved rhysician” if a
physicicn were aondemned by Soripture. That would be
similar to Luke ocalling Faul "tho beloved peraeoutor.;lsv
Fror all the foregoing it becomes guite apperent that the
Bible does not Pforbid the uce of medicine and the praotice
of doatore, but indicates very definitely that they have

a proper vlsce in. our carthly coonony.

136e Cfe Dr. Tme Armndt's notes on llew Testamenrt In-
troduvstion.
137« Je We Conley, OPs olte, Pre 22=23,



Al EXEGCETICAL TREATMENT OF THE CHIEF PASSAGES
USED BY THE DIRTCT FAITH HRALENS
TC SUPRCRT THEIR DOOTIRINE

Isaiek 53, 4 and Ilatthew g, 17

fSureoly He hath borne our griefs, end earricd our
sorrows; yet we did esteem Timr strichen, erittien of
God, snd afflioted.” (Ic. 53. 4).

"That it might bo fulfilled which was epoken LY

-

Zsgice the prophet, eaying, Himself took our infirm-
ities, and bare our eicknesees." (lstte 8. 17).

These two pasesges arc the gedss doetrine of all the
direct faith heulers.l It ic on the bugis of these two
raszages that they claim warrent for their hosling preotice.
"Thic prophetic promicce distinetly epeoifices thet it ie
our siclness and pain that Jesue bore. Thers are no ex-
ceptions heres Thie ahowe thet the bleseing of healing is
Just g8 gener=al as thet of salv:tion.“2 In thesc pacesges
the feith heolers find thece points: fShis atonement wae
not only made for sin, hut aleo for discase, the fruit of
g8ine In atoning, for our diseaces of body, Just as for
our s8ins of gonvl, Christ took them upon Himself that He
might bear them away, and thus relieve His people from the
need of bearing them.s imek ecmphasie is placed upon the
fact that griefs should be translated gicknosses, ac in

Hette 8, 17 The problerm which we muot fsce in sonneetion

le Cfe Ppe 5-8, "Heonling aund ite Relation to the
Atoncnent.”

2¢ dJe He Bostrom, Ole 0lte, Do 138,

3¢ Re Le Stanton, OPe Gite, 7'e 67

4e Je We Byerxs, DE_O_OI Tees PPe S4=35e



57

with those verses is this: In Christ's suffering end death,
did He vicariously bere glso bodily infirmities, vwhich were
origineglly o penalty for ein, and €0 provide an irmedistie
_doliveranoe from these infirmities for those who accept

the worite of the gtonement? ILet us study the verses in
coteil.

The Iseigh pescege is attonded with & real difficulty
from the menner in which it ie quoted by Iatthew. ZThe gen-
crsl sence a5 it etende in the Helrew, is not diffiocult.

It is irredietely commected with the provioue verse. The
roegnin: is, that thecee who despised and relcoted the los-
sigh, had groatly orred in contemning Hir on sccount of
Iis suffering @&nd huriliztion, "ie turned away from Him
in horror end conterrt. Ve supposcd that He wss suffering
cn zagount of some grect gin of Hie owne ZIut in this we
errede It wos not for His sins but for ourse It was not
thet He wse emitten of God for His owm aing---as if He had
been anmong the woret of mortsle---but it was besacuse fle
had taken gur sine end was suffering for them. The very
thing, therefore, thet givedoffence to us, ané which rade
us turn ewvay froplim, gsonstitnted the most important pazt
of Higp wgrk. and was reelly the oocasion of highoet gra-

titude."

5« A. Parnes, The Prophet Isaish, 1I, P. 270.



The word rendorod "surely," ; :__. g +i2 soretirce a
perticle strongly affirming, mesning truly, of & sertein
truth. (Gon. 28, 16; Fx. 2, 14; Jer. 8, ) Scmetirmes it
iz en edversative portiocle we: ning but yet. (Ps. 31, 23;

Izs. 49, 24} I{ ie probobly ueced in that gence here, roan-
ing, that though He wre despiscd by them, yet Ee weg Wer-
thy of thelr esteen, for He hadl borne their griefe.

"Ie hath borne:" ﬂy; . Valg. Tulit, Ixx '/"’ﬁ‘.lﬂéi .
He bearss In these vergions, the sgense is that of sus-
taining, %bwearing, urhoclding, carrying, &s when one reroves

& burden fror ithe ghounlders of gnother and places it on hie

owne The word _ N TZQJ resns properly to teke uvp, to 1ift,
to raise. (Gon. 7, 17; 29, 1: Dent. 32, 40; Yok 10, 15: II
¥ings 24, 27). It then meons tc bear, to osrry, o= an in-
fant in the axme, Is. 46, 3; Fz. 17, 83 Ps. 70, 3. Henece,
{0 endure, suffcor, porrit, Job 21, 3. Hoenee to berr the sin
of any one, 1o take upon one's self the suffering which 1s
due to sin. (Cf. Ez. 18, 19, 20; Leve 5, 1. 17; 17, 16;
24, 15; ¥um. 5, 31; 9, 13; 14, 34; 30, 16). Ience to hear
cheatisement, 6r punishment, Tob 34, Z1. It 1is =lso used
in the sonse of takinmg away the sin of anyone, exploting,
or proouring pa!.'?rion. Love 10, 17; Ps. 33, 53 85, 33 Job 7,
21; Gene 1, 17, lictthow exsellontly renders _ :!u ,ﬂ by
ENabe % ,:Z , cerriecd, by €B4TTygs o For
while z ; Q swn:lﬁes the toillsome bearing of a bur-

6. 4. Barnes, op. cit., V. 270,
'?: L Ba:mel: OPe © FE.: Pe 270.
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den tsken oa oneseclf, ﬂ Q j aorbines the ideas of
T

tﬂ’f"ﬁ" end feyre .
In all o2ses there is the ides of lifting, csuetein-

ing, toking up, and conveylng eway, as by garrying o bur-
clo:_:. It is not simply romoving, but it is reroving sore-
how by lifting, or cazrying; tha‘i: is, elthor by en act of
poser, or by so teking them on ome's self s to su._stein
gnd garry theme If oppliecd to gin, it means that & men
rast becr the burden of the punisghment of his cwn ein, or
that the suffering which is due 4o 8in i= taken up and
borne bL; smothere ITf epriicd to diseansos, as in liatt., 8,
1%, it must wean that He, as 1t were, lifted theom up &nd
pore them rwaye It connot mean that the Savior literally
tock thoee sicknesses on Hirself, and becsure giclk in the
pluce of the sielk, that is, hecarme a leper in place of the
lepor, or wes Hirsold possessed with an evil spirit in the
‘place of those 'posscssod.g but it ruet mean that He tock
them gmey by His power, and, aes it were, 11:tea ther up
and removed therm. S0 when it ie suid (ve 12) that He
"bere the sine of weny,” it cannot wernm literslly that He.
400k those sine on Hireelf in any such eense es that I
beesre & sinner, btut only that He po took them ;rpon Him=-
self as to fron the sinner the exrosure to punish-

rent, and 1o beur Hiwself vhetever was neccssaxry os e pro-

8. F. -Delitzech, Commentery on Isaish, II. pe 262.
9. . There ars heualers 0 g0 t0 this extremc.
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por cxpreceion of the ovil of gin.

The thought ie not morely that Ee took hold of those
allments gnd rid the oufferers of ther. Is, 53, 4-7, de-
eoriben the Hesslsh ce our substitute. Iatthow soes Te-
sus in His entire ministry oo our substitute, as tho bur=-
den-bearer who losded on Himself all our sins and 211 their
penelities. By means of ell His preeching and tosching He
vias {reeling men from 1he grip of iheir sins, and Ly reans
of Hie constant healinge He was freeing them aleo from the
digease ani the paine brought on them through ein. Like
the prophei, Letthew doos not geparate the two. Cnly Ile
vhe wounld die Tor onr gin on the oroes and work =n eternsl
fedenption from ein counld work & minlgtry of hesling from
digease. Doth the pardoning end the healinge rested on
Hig otoning deaths "He Hingelf took and bore™ ocannot re-
fer only to the atralin put uwpon the hesrt of 7 osus becauce
of the sympathy He spent upon pufferers; nor to the mental

and the physicnl etrain of healing so many, for the firet

10, 4. Bornes, Ope oit., re. 27. Uf, Lenski, "It is
en untensivle, meghenical View to think of o transfer of
these diseasee to the body of 7esus. The 0ld Tewish view
aven iragined thet the lesgeish would be a leper. JTust as
tho egins Jesue espinted did not beosome sins thot He had
Hirpelf ocormmitied, for He wes snd had to be holy and sin-
loss in order to be our explaticn, 8o the dieeases dic
not beaswe the discacses of His own body, which was &nd had
12 bo unteinted by eny reculte of ein in order to be fit
for Hies vicsrious wior)ecess 'Ho Eimgelf took and bore' im-
pliee & viosrious, ctticsl gesurmpilon of ihie burden.”

{Cn Natte 8, 17, Pe Z36)e
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viould not tire 7 esus. It seems, howover, thet both the

element of the sympathetic or corpasseicnate and the vi-
caricune clement cre found here, snd sre espoeislly re-
cognigeble in !-.iatthaw.la The important faoct to be observed
ia thet the Fvengeliet hore very beautifully refere to the
words of the prophet, &nd so skows the completeoness of the
work of Chriet. Hie otoning work and grece will effeactrnal-
1y deliver the belicver from 2ll sin, &nd the illustrstion
or rroof is found in the eiroumetance that the Lord here
exhibited Tie power io deliver wem slready in thie world
from the oomseguenceeg of ging which effect the body es well
ae the soul, such as fickness. "Although the prophet pri-
marily refers to the enfferings which Christ endured, in

order to deliver ne from our eine, latthew here vory hen-

pily refers to the uhole worl: which Chyiest performed, by

1l We Fe Diecderwolf, ow. cit., pp. 294-295, Those
viho thinkk that it recfers only to Jesus® sympethoetio en-
trance into the enfferings of others are meny. ilford,
Lange, Riddle, Clishausen, eyor, llaclaren, and others. Ir.
Arno . Gaebelolin sgays: "It oun mean but one thing. Zhe
Lord 7 coue entered in divino sympethy into the depth of the
necod He so greciously relicved. He suffered with those who
gsufforcd. The burdeon of infimities and sicknesses He
ghared sympatheticslly with the esfflioted ones. 'In their
afflictiorn He waes afflicted.? In this sonse and in no other
He took our infirmities snd bore our diseanse." Those who
hold to this interpretaticn contend that while Is. 53 es a
whole, does refer to Christ'e suffering and exaltation, 1t
doeos not follow thet every verpe in the chapter rust neces-
parily find our Lord upon the Orosse The first threoe vor-
ses, they toll us, woet assuredly do not find Him there,
end the fourth, whkioh is concerncd with sympathotic parti-
eipation in the mature and oondition of thosc needing re-
dermption, serves as a transition to the substitutionary
saorifice for our sine as set forth in verse five.

12, e Re Vincent, one cite, Pe Gl5e
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vihich Ye delivers us from cll evile, whotheg they are
thome of body or those of smzl."---ZI..'a:l.'!:‘h¢:::'.1.7 But the
Gootrine of faith-cure is in neitbor Iceish mor llptthew.

"Cur griefs.” The word here used i Eﬂ_ peane
proporly sickness, disense, snxiety, nfflieticéz' It does
1ct rafor to sirms, but to suffcrinse.14 It is tranzle-
ted gielnces, Doute 26, 613 7, 15; II Chryon, 21, 16; I
Einpgs 17, 17; diseaese, Fecl. 6, 2; II Chron. 21, 18;: 16,
12; Ex. 15, 26; grief, Is. 53, 3« 4. Althongh the LXX
rondered it in this plece, ;yn gg yi ';’g_; s Sina, thies is
not correct. Ir. lipges, Atoncment end Seerifice, (p. 229)
thinks there etn be no doubt thetthis is & corruption
vhioh hae erept in later oopies of tho Greek.e A fow Croek
535 of the LEX elso roud _d:d‘“ﬁe peiss ., sna one Mﬂgﬁy_.s_.
denoting bodily disecse. Ietthew has rendered it égzﬂggggéLi_

end gpplied it to the fret that Josus heooled disezses.

Thore gan be no doubt that llatthew has nsed the passnge, not
by way of scaommodation, but in the trne sonse in whioh it
is ueed by Isaish; and that it means that the ilessish would
take upon Hirself the infirmities of ren end =ould rermove
their sourees of griecf. It does not refer here to the facot

that Ho would talke their gins. That is stated inother ple-

13. (e ¥e Sohacffor, The Luthergn Cormentary, fert I,
latt. I-KV, Tle 191-192, o

14, V. Be Biedorwolf, one gite., PPe 296-397. Iix.
Rowlend Ve Bingham tokes the worde for sigknesses and peins
in & spiritusl, or figurative senses A. Re Foveset tahoe
tke some prpltion, Ae Ie i‘auesa:}, éocoment%:z.tc:izigul.
Exnerincntsl, and rracticnl, on the ﬁn L0W BL__, tarcnts
tnexri o . e :

y eson, Fausgset, ona srowa, Vole
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ces. (vv. 5. 6. 12).15 But it means that He was so af-
fliocted, that He seemed to have taken upon Himself the.
picknegses and sorrows of the world; and teking therm up-
on Himself He bore them away. Therefore, we take this to
mean, that He becane deeply afflicted for us, and thet,
being thus afflicted for us, He was able to carry awey
our sorrows, the real consegquences of B:ln.16 The remov-
ing of our sins vicariously should not be separated from
he removing of the penalty of sin. The completeness of
Christ's atonement is here brought out.

We are not here told whethor we are totally exempted
from suffering pains, or vhether we also suffer wi'i:h Him
the consequence of our misdeeds. 'i‘ljl.at we suffer with Him
is emphasized in many other places. Wleither can it be :
deduced from this thot we ere to receive gl1 the physical
boenefits of t}ze Atonement here and now. We are distinetly
told in Romens 8, 19-2% that the curse upon the earth and
the curse of death are not to be removed until the coming
of our Lord. In this lifo we still have our old sin-
ful nature end suffer frox its pollution. Te are clelivere@
from the curse of sin in this life in this sense, how;;er.
that infirmities are no longer a curse for believers. To
believers sufferings remain as a oross to strengthen them

and keen them in the faith, snd to be healed in response to

15. Ang. Pieper, Jeesaise II Xommentar, p. 402: "Was

der Kneoht auf sich lud und trug, weren °——§—LM 1siejmu und

makh'obejmu. Das sind zunaechst nicht unsre Suenden (davon
Tedet erst der naecchste vers), sondern die Folgen derselben,

Leiden und Schmerzen, alles Weh und Leid dieser Zeit und der
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the%g prayers when in His wisdom He finds 1t beet 1o do
EGe Zart of wron's sliokness Christ removed by direst
miracles s in latthew 8, 14-18. ZXart of wen's sickness
chriat wemoves todoy through the reans of medlenl seicnae..
It is interesting to note that wherever Christienity has
aome in the world, <lio carc 2f the eick has aoocormpenicd 1ite.
Tven tod-y in our foreign miccion ficlds the Pirst hospi-
Tale have gome with the establishment of Christien misri ons.
Ané then, we will have to concede the poszinility, that at
tirez end in places Christ reroves siocknes: aven today by
dircet miraclens. But this is tie unusuzal rede and is far
from being a basis Tor the direct faith hesling princirle.
The next pasasnge whish we rm~t consider is & scetion of
the Creat -‘.:-?x."r:'.iss:lo: in Eark 16, 17. 18:
"And thesc¢ signae shall follow them that belleve;
In my name shall they ocast out dovils; they shell speak
with new tongues; they shall ta%e up serpents: and 1f
thoy drink any deadly thing it ehall not hurt them;
thoy chall lay handz on theo sick, and thoy shell ra-
20VOxe ™
The hozlers suy that "the grent com isolon bids us to
go into 811l the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture, and this gospel includes heﬂlina."zo Hr. Gordon
voiaes the oninion sf the henlerxs in geneoral when he says
that the signs to fcllogl arc weant for 211 ages snd for all

people, oven as Beptlerm. Vo @ro told that "here ic a diriolt

Pwigkeit, das die Suande ueber uns gebracht hat, der Suenden
S0ld, der Tod, Roecme G, 23."
16. 4s. Zarnes, 2%. 0it., P a73. _
17. George Adem cpith, The Book of Iseish, II, pre 352-
353




cormand from Christ that His followsrs shounld pray for
the siok and exveat to hesl them. “22 Let us congider this
nessage wore olosely,

There arce three in ter«re.,‘tion offercd. First, there
are & few who go so0 i‘azs gz to s:y that the words wer: meant
only for the apoatles. However, the words "And these _
gigne shall follow them thet belicve" are surely of ruch wi-
der ecaope, evon though we mow thet every one of the ciguns
snumerated did occur during the minietry of the verions
.—.-.-;.ae-.t'..l.c::.34 Zeeondly, there are those whe linmit the pas-
gage to bellevers of the evostolic age f:lone.25 Thie egein,
iz poing Leyond the oatuel words of the texntes There ic no
linitation set here. = Finally, there is the viow thet theeo
gFifts wore not oly for the early ohuroh, and not only for

the apostlies, but for gll tiree whenever thoy were neoc‘.ed.av
Thie ie the view which we concider to be in alosest agree-

rent with the actngl words of the text. The text doer not,

18, P, I, Fretzmonn, Populer Compmentory of the Bible,
the Yow Testarment, Vole V, Pe 4De

19, _-’o Ee uiedamo":[' OTe cit.. Ppe S00=302

20e Jo Lo Bogtron, Cle Gito, Ve 144,

2le S0 Je Gorflbﬁ. Clie IE-. Do 22

28, Statement guotod fTom L-olrosear in W. E. Bieder-
wold, oPe Cite, Pe 262.

£3e 7o Ve Coombs, % Dolusiar-e Pe 148.

24, Longo=-Schelf on g0 &, Bernes,
OPe Gite, Do 408 He Lo Ve I!eyor, o S cit.. Ve 204,
— TEBe B. Weiss, ope cit., p. 378. Zlso Lenski, op. cit..
Pe 4%6. E. Bigkerotetllh, "'h‘e Fulpit comranta St. fork, Il

26 Je Lo Ve ’Iaas, The Lutheran uo nEN e.rx, Pe 261.

2% dJde e Ve Hass, ODe QIIQ, lre 4Al80 Pe Fe.
Xrotzrmenn, Spe cit..
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howevor, warrant the spréctice nf the foith heslers.

it wee & responzible cormission vhich the Lord ca-
trueted to Eis disoiples end He, thereforc, cheers end

rengthens them by the eascursnce of speclal signs, mirs-
clae, ox powers with vhich iic will goconpany thelr worke
the worde form e logionl entitiy and muat be rocd togothoer.
if thet is done, it is ot oncec appearent thet it is 1llio-
gical and foolish 1o mgke the last haolf of verse 168 “they
ghgll J:a';',' hende on the siek, and they shall recover" say
that Christ here conforred upon the apostles or believers
the power only to heal the a.‘uakéam-; trhis text is oiton enm= -
ployed by modern feith healcrs. Casting out devils,
gpenking with new tongues, teking up serpents, and drinking
a deadly thing without harm, these signs shell, eccording
to the Lord's woxrd, follow the presching of the gospol un-
der the idontical conditions eand aircumstances ae the heel-
ing of disease. Nany of the faith healers ignore end eli-~
minate the other signs, beocause they do not f£it into thelr
ascheme. If the heelcrs ley oleim to one siga, t}:ey'mat

29
take thom 2il. Sore even do thie, like Hres. Hargarct

Imllins, a 32 year old rother of nine daughtere, who died

28 & result of dwinking poisonagt a religioun oult cecrerony
at Gueens Shoals, Ve Virginic. The enslie cults of somo

of our southern stetes hove siso received wide publicity in

gg. !Iienls)kih gp_i ait., p‘.n%?s.
» o e ONBAN - °
3De bt. Jiﬂ“.'.lﬁ .L'og'?:-jg'g.:g ; ?Feb. 4 1947).
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regent yours, though most of thom hove now becn banned
by lawe. Xostatio sporking hac alweys played a lsrge part
in penloaoetal moversnin. 4Lirce Somple HeFPhorson hes mado
it en integrael pert of her religion. The custing out of
dovlils has gleo been clgimed. Strietly specking, hiowever,
thesc other signs arc minirized and evon elininated by
the general body of faith healers. Tho power to cuast -out
devils wes exercised by the diseiples during the lifetime
of Jesus (Merk 3, 16; luke 10, 1%), wes afterward used by
£nilip, the doacon (iots 8, 7), and Pauvl (Aocts 16, 18; 19,
15), toc show the pouer of Chriot over Satan. The speaking
in various tongues probably refeors not only to the wmrioun
langusges in whioh the spoetlce spoke ot 2ontecost (Lcts
2, 11), but also to the peculiar eostotic words of the Spi-
rit (Aots 10, 465 19, 6; I Cor. 12, 10; 14, 2 8ge)e Paul
wae bitten by o serpent cn the island of legita (ists 28,
G)e Tradition relates that Jobm wes given khierloclk, wut
that he was not poiesoncd. iHeal ings were performed LY Pe-
ter (iste 3, 7) end Peul (Acte 28, B; ofe civo I Core 12,
29)e

The eentral thought, the one command in The whole pae-
sage is: "Go ye into e2l1 the world, snd preich the Gospel
10 overy oresture.” Shat is the Lord's one aoncern. Hg
doos not cormand bolievors to heol the oleke "Fhey shall
loy hends on the sick, snd they chall recover,” Chirist pro-

wices s agonaonitant to the preaching of the Gospel, as &




credential, as the Lord'es testimonial for the truth of

the Gospel message. These signs were to confirm that mes-
sgge, as we read in verse 20: "And confirming the word
with signs following. "51 While this is the true sense of
the words, the faith healers make tho Bﬂd of healing
their Gospel.

During the early days of the Christien church it was
espcoially necessary that the miraculous signs sccompany
the preaching of the Goepel so that the church wounld be
fimly.established.. Begides this, these signs were not gi-
ven promiscuously and 1lilke a cormon thing, but only in gi-
ven cases g8 the Spirit saw fit. The hezlers elaim that
everyone should exercisc the power of hesling. 3But after
the Church was founded we oen expect that God would with-
draw these specisl mcane by vhich He confirmed the Gospel.
Those signs recorded in So:::lptui'e also stand today &5 cre-
dentizls jus.t es if they had been wirought before our eyes.
To c2ll for an endless line of signs only declares that the
originel siguns were not enough. That mu%g make the Lord
discredit Himself snd His promised signs. Hovertheless,
we know that Christ is just as powerful today es He ever

was. where conditions are the ssme as thoy were in the

esrly days of Christisnity we would not say that there are

3l. H. D. HnEing Dpe. cite, D»o 25.
32p R. C. H. Ilenal'ti. OD» Ci"to. D-476.




no niracles performed to confirm the Vord. On the other
hand, we ctn not demand thet cuoh wirasculous signe be gi-
ven, as do the faith healors., "If I bolieve I cean do 1t
then it is in my power, for faith gives re so much, that
nothing is impessible, if it be necessary. For Christ has
not gpoken that they alweys must gosgna dio thus, only that
thoy have the power ond gan do it." And even if it were
possiblo for o poreon to perforr decda that had all tho ex-
tornnl merks of tiruc miracles, the Gospol and the Ssora-
rente arc still the meane by which the Christisn church
is to csrry forward the worl of the Savior till tho end of
time. Without hesitation we ean say that the dcetrine of
direot faith healing is not found here.

Another poseage conptontly reforreld to by the falth
healeore in support of their doctrine is Jemes 5, 14-16.

"Is eny slck among you? leot him e2ll for the ol-
derg of the church; and let them prey over him anoint-
ing him with oil .in the name of the Lord; ind the
preyer of faith ehell scove the siok, and the Lord shall
raise him up; cnd if he have committed cine, they shall
beforgiven hir. Confese your fewlts one to another,
end prey for onc snother that ye mey be hecled.™
The heslers olain thetihis passage supporte threc of

their fundcmental teachings. In the first place, they eay
that here is the definite cormand for the practiee of hool-
ing as done by them, in conjunction with the gnointing of

0il snd prayer. Shey assort that this preotice on & per with

33, ILuthor, quoted by J. A. V. Haas, ope cit., p. 282.
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Baptien and the I.ogi'a Surper. \hat water is to Baptiam
01l ie to heeling. Secondly, they clair that this is
proof that ell siekrees is the resvit of sine J. H. Bos-
trom seye, "It ie guite obvione then, that theore is not
only & possibility, but also s probebility thet 'the Trea-
son the afflicted person is ill, is that he has cormitted
ginge " * rinally,aghey uee 1t to prove that the use of
medisine is wrong. Therefore, it is necesepary that this
poosegge be treated in deteil.

There are, in genersl, three views on the meaning of
this passage. I. fThet i1t rofere to a pirgoulous hedling
by those vwho were endowod with the z:iﬂ of heeling diceasoes
in thie menner. Those who speck for this view hold that
the use of the 2il enjoired rust be symbolicel, sasreomentsl
in sore way, at leest on eid to the sick person's fz—.iﬁ.
They usuclly conncot this passage with thet of Iark 6, 13:
"ind they oecot out meny dovile, ané snointed with cil meny

hat were oiock end hesled them.™ Thie ic the view adopted
by the :.Ee.ith he’alers.av Sore hold this position even though
they do not adhere to the faith heeling dootrine. Thoy a-
void the pitfsll of the healers by limiting this to on spose-
tolic praotiaeosa

34, F, ¥, Booworth, 0P cit.. Do 61 Je HE. Bostronm,
ODs Oite, Pe 144; Ae Jo GO on. . o:lt.. Pe 48; J, W, By-
era, » 0ite, pe 65; Almee S s: e lofherson, The Four=-
pquare Crusader, (Jumme 12, 1929
M B 'E'_ﬁi §r o
] e deo raon, ) eg Peo °
37, A« Jo Gordon 1':':2?1. e B:I.edeml:r. ope. cit., pe. 104,

38, F. Weidner, The Lutheran Cormentary, 1T, p. 76.




1I. The seoord view ic that this rofers to a gere-
monisl use of oil, They soy that ?emes here enjoins an
act of dedisution or corseoration, implying on the part
of tho amointed that he woe to be ebesolutely arnd wholly
conseerated to do the will of God. The 0il iteolf wes a
eyrbol of the Holy Spirit menifesting Hirself in hetling
power, The anointing with o0il having thue takorn place
the ciders were 1o "pray over him"™ that he might be henled,
and "the prayer of feith chell scve hir that ie -siol-:.“
They emphasize that 1t is the "prayer of faith" thet heals
the sick, end not the enointing with oil. This view has
comething in ite favor, &and yet does not gllow anointing
1o taolke on the meaning given to it by the faith heslers.
They olaim that it is the prayer of the Lieliever for his
fellow belicover thet results in the healing, while the a-
nointing with ite syrbolionl ceremonia%gsicniﬂonnoa )
etrongtheng the falth of the sufforer.

III, ®Pinally, therec gre those whe regard the anoint-
ing to be of rediscingl value, while the prayer is for the
purpese of invoking the bleseing of God upon the treatment. -
This is the view which ig taleon in this paper. It is the
root natural interprotation, snd it meets the requlirements
of & feir interpretation.

Thet this 1s e difficult pessage ie illustrated dy F.

29. We E. Diedorwolf, _% cgite, PPe 98=108. 4lso Ee .
i, Wilpon "he Anointing of the Sigk L_ tho Epistle of arme
40, 'ucnsﬂ. ODe o&t.. on James. ornes, ODs dr!"

De 94, N. TVelss, OPe O i’E., II, pe. 260.
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41
E. Wilson who lists the large number of commentators

who refer to the anointing as a medicinal remedy, snd
the large number who regard the anointing as a remedy,
though they do not all agree as to its Inn'pt:se.42

"Is any sick among you? let him c2ll for the elders
of the church." Some have said that it is spiritual sick-
ness that is meant here. Ve can dispense with that view
irmediately. The entire context spesks without any doubt
of physiocal siolmess.. The Roman Catholic olaim that their
sacrament of Extreme Unotion is found here is entirely
gratuitous, and does not neeu to be taken up here. The term
"elder" wes an official title, taken from the Synagogue,
given to the leaders of the locel Christian church, to those
"that labored.....and were over" the congregation, (I Thess.
5, 4) "who had the rulee.....and wetched in behalf of souls™
(Hebr. 13, 17). That they did not differ in apostolic times
from the bishops end overseers, is evident from the fact that
the two words are used indisoriminately in Acts 20, 17. 28,
and in Titus 1, 5. 7 and further, the duty of the

41. E. M-Wilson, OPe 011:.. PPe 66=-6%.

42, Cf the first class there ere: 7. Brown, Cormen-
tary on the Bible; F. T. Bapsett, Epistle of James; HeClin-
tocl end Strong, c¥oloﬁed%a, Pirtigie gn c“oT{"i'By 351%:.1 Wor-
man, end on "anoint; e He umptre in amr%ge o3
Hasi':ing'e Dioctionary, under "Externzl applica orna; " Davis'
Dictionar er "anoint:;" Wayland Hoyt; J.-W. Conley;
Schefr-Hersog, Encyclopedis, ertiole.on "oil"™ by E. Layer;
R. Weiss; Huther lin HMeyer); J« R. Dummelow. Those who
come into the latter elass ere: Calvin; Nicholas Herminge;
Richard Turnbell; Thomas Manton; Bernard Jacobi; J. Adam;
R. Johnstone: R. Wardlaw; J. Wesley; F. J. Gloag; Bengel;
A. A. Hodge; Meyer.




or olders 1s specifically desoribed as being that of gver-
sight (I Pet.e 5, 12)s Cnly two kinds of ohurch officers
are reaognizcd in the Hew Tesptament, presbyteors or Lishops,
and desoone (Phile 1, 15 I Time 3, 1. B)e The word prog-
byter demotes the digmity of the office, the title bishop
denotes the functiogsof pvexsight and is borrowed from
Greock institutions. e fast that James says to oall the
elders spoeks ageingt the position that thie enointing was
done by those who had the speoial gift of healing. .'i'-ha't
would quelify the statement of James to read something 1ike
this: Call the eldcrse of the oclhwmreh, provided they have
the gift of heoaling. It pecrms nnlikelzqr 1that every churj:sh
had those who hed the gift of hesling.

"Let them pray over him, eénointing him with oil in tho_
name of tho Lord."™ IHere we come to the problem of whet is
meant by "anointing with 0il."” fhose whe claim thet redi-.
einal hozling is meent point ito the faot thet 7ames uses

SN
g el (Ju , vwinloh ordaincrily refors to the gorron use of

-

/
0il. T IQI /) ip the word generally used in refer-
; ] 2 ‘.
ring to cercmonisl cnointing. Compare the use of gr) Jélgg

in Luke 7, 3B. 463 John 11, .2; 12, 3; liark 16, 13 end the

43. F- 1&?01&!191‘. 22. Bit.. VO].- I:. p. 76.

44, T. Il Wilgon, %E. 2ite, Pe 77

45, W. Ea. Biodcrwolf, ope cit., Ps 100 points out
thet 0il wae used in anointing in Tive different senses in
thc Bible. Hamely, l. Cosretioal, 2. Reverentiel, 3. Fun-
oresl, 4. lledieinal, 5. Ceremonial, The first three sre
necessarily oliminated in interpreting this passaage.
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/
use of __2 0O/ & in Acte 4, 27; 10, 38; Hebr. 1, 9. The

d:l:tferenael:l.s losat when both verbs are transl/atad "anoint.”
-~

It is, thorefore, assorted that since £ is used

46

by f emes that it refers to & medicinal act.

Those who regard the ancinting with oil as redicinal
say that this then means thet the sick person's body was
rubbed with o0il, just as the nurse now rubs a patient’s body
with aleohols. %he anciente used elive oil in this way.

There are plonty of 1llustraetions thet demonstrate this faot.
Igpiah 1, 6 has the exproscion "mollified with 01l1l:” the
Good Seamariten soplied 0il znd wine to wounds and bruises,
wine to eleanse, 0il 10 mollify them., 4 mixture of oil cnd
wine waeg usod for the malady which attacked the srmy of Ae-
lius Ggllue, and it wss applied both externslly and inter-
nally.47 Herod the Great wse bethed in e vessel full of oil
when 1t was thought thet he wrs at death's vﬁ:m:':.d!FB Celsus
recormende rubbing with oll in the oase of fevere end other
ailments. Thore arc meny other such osses.

The anointing was to be done "in the name of the Lord."
The quostion arises hore vhother this means "by the authori-
ty of the Loxd." If that is the mesring it supporte the in-
terprotation that holds the enointing to be e cercmoniel act.
It would indioate that Christ hed given this injunstion, ale

46, ' R. 0« He Lenaki, OP. Oi'ﬂio Pe 666e
&7. Dion Cassius, 58 <“Strabo, 16.

48, Josephus, Anhgu'itiea, 17, 69 Ge
49, R. C. H, Lenskl, Ope cite, Do 667,
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50

though thore is no raaord 21 ite. Lena!:isl gays thet this
phrasoe does not mesn "as the Lord's ronresentatives,” "in
the Lord's anthority,” or enything similar. He says thet
it moons "in eommesiisn with the revolation of the Lord."
"follow the phrase throupgh the liow Testament and note that
we are baptized "in oonncotion with tho name,” ete., bo-
lieve in the name, oetec. DIy His name the Lord revenls Hime
self; by His name wo apprehend what HZe revesls of Himeelf,
AQding "the neme of the Lord' to the application does nft
nake this a sacrament or & ritval for'wo do in word and deed
all in the nawe of the Lord Jesus.'" (Col. 3, 17)e ledi-
ginal enointing iz then a valid interpretation.

The nreying was the rain act and the using of oil in
the name of the Lord was & secondary snd o minor act. The
reoson for summoning the elders of the church, one or more
answering the sumrons, is naturel sines the prayers of the
church are 19 be made for those vho are in nced. In Zots ;
ig, 5 we have the exorple of the ohurch praying for i’etcr."z
Jamos eormonded ther f¢o do just what any sensible physioian
would doe Jra ger iteself is ourstive. It prepares the mind
for the reaeption of mentel romediec. But beyond that, the
Christian »hypician Inows that his romwediec rmet have the
Plescing of God if they tre to be effective. So James told

ther to »ray for God's blessing uwpon e redicingl romedy.

650 We . Biederwolf, ope oit., Pe 99
51: R. C. H. Lenski, op. ocit., p. 667.
58, 1Iblde, De 671




75

Thoge who reogard tho anointing as & goreronial cat ner-
formed Ly those who possessed the gift of miraculous heal-
ing have sono formidable ergarents on their sids, but the
view alsp has gortain ob;}eat%gns that a'eaem to me 10 be in-

superable. Iire Hs Ils Tilson Tholds that the argument that

- 4
qu‘-l %_@u refers to the eormong uee of oil, and, thoere-

fore, here It refers to & weldioinal remedy, is not wlid
2 r

beoause in five plaoos djéiféu is uscd in & non-medi-

ool penpe. (latte 6, 17; John 12, B; 11, 2; lark 16, 1; 6,
13)ea But this 12 roally not a valid ergument sinse,in the
LTirst guse sospmotiocl gnointing is meant, and in a1l the
pthers, oxsent the last one the anointing i rovorenticl.
The feet remalns thet g‘jdél’#y is used for tho gommon
use of onil, while Iglw is used in ceremonial eots. In
the geeond pluce, they say thet 1€ Jares wes advisiag & me-
dioinal remedy he would have told hir to ozll for the pro-
fessionsl marsour and the wediesl dootor to do their part
in the gure as well as o2lling the ¢ldorsz to do the praying.
They olaim that it esn hardly be that the elders were s}:illeg4
in manipulations or thet they were adepts in jaterig Ilsdica.
This objeotion oan, houcver, bo ezxplained by the simple end
conmon ap-lieation of 01l and by the ozude practices of me-
dioel men of the day who eo often conncoted thelr oures with

gore form of duperstition.

53e Fe le Wiloon, oDe 8ite, Pe 70.
54. W. 5. Bioderwolf, Ope Oite, De 102.
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"And the prayer of faith shall save the a:lok! and the
Lord shall raise him up." The prayer offered in faith, or
,in the exercise of confidence in God, is what is mesnt by
this phrase. It is not said that the peculiar form of
feith exercised shall be that the sick man shall certainly
recover. o The faith meant, 1s that evidenced by the pa-
tient vhen sending for the elders and of the elders when
praying as they do. James does mot say, the prayer and the

0il; still less, the 0il used in the name of the Lord (as if

this were a ssocrament). James writes as J esus Himself
speaks when He simply asdds His great promises to Prayer
(Matt. 7, 7-8; 21, 22; Mark 11, 24; John 14, 13; 15, 7; 16,
23)s It is the Lord who raises up the patient to renewed
health and strength. The prayer directed to Him moves Him,'
even as He Himself has promised. The elders do not bid the !
patients to rise up and walke The fact that natural means

~ are not to be discarded, as the hezlers claim, the mention

of the 0il sufficiently indicates, for a%% means would be.
ineffeotual without the blessing of God. That the "prayer

of faith shall save the sick"” must be understood as the pro-

mises are everywhere, wilth this restriotiori. that they will

be restored to health if it shsll be the will of God; if He

deems it best for them. It cannot be taken in the absolute

and unconditionsl sense, for then,' if these means were used,

55. A. Barmes, op. cit., p. 92.
Be. R. Co He Lensidiy o ops 0it., De 672.
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- 57
the pick pergon wonld plware recover and need nover dic.

That evory patient L£or whor the elders prayed wonld prompt-
1y rocover, and thet none wovld die, 1e certainly not {he
peaning of James. To argue that prayer is, thez_-e:!’ore, net
effeotvel is falilaei m\ga Hozokioh ray serve &2 an illuc-
tration, Isaicsh 38, l.

mind 1.': he hove aoernitted eina, they shall be forgi-
von him, ™ The perfeet tenze rofers to repested and contine-
ued sinmning in the paste The thought is that the Lord will
net withhold His anewer to the prayers rmade in tﬁe faith,
will mpt withhold recovery heoesuse of such EnMng in the
pngts Ho will forgive end graoiously hezl. o

"Confess your fsulis one to another, end pray one for
another thet ye may be hesled." This seeme, drimarily, to
refor 4o those vwho wers sick, since it is addad, "that ye
may ke heecled.” It might be supposed that such esnfesaion
wonld eontribunte to o rostoration to heslthe The duty in-
ouloated ie thaet if we are sick, and are oonsclous that we
have in'aureid sny perssn, to moke confesslion to them. This
ie a duty et 211 times, but in health it is oftem nogleoted,
and there is speoigl pronrietyr that smeh confession shonld
he mede vhen we ere sick. It would contribute to & restors-
tion to heslth, If the rmind were troubled by the resollec-
tion of gmilt, the oclmness and peace resulting :rgam aon=

fossicn i1e fevorable to a restoration to healthe. The de-

&% 4. Barnes, OFe cit.. De 92,
58, Lonski, Oop. ° 9 Po 673.
59« Ibid., Pe. EG

60, A. Darnes, op. cit., P 94.




duction thet ell siokneas comos ag the result of perzonsl
gin eannot be made from thic paasage.

In conolusion, we esn say thet the falth hoelers ore
not justified in elaiming that thie pacsage 1o o hasis for
their preetices It is not a cercomony by which miraculous

healings are brought sbout. It does net prove that all

gickneoes is the result of personal sin. It dircotly contra-

diects thelr view that rediesl remedies are forbidden in

Seripture by advising the uee of oll age 2 rmedieinal rereldy.
The Cld Testament Fealing Covenant

The healore have gone 10 grest extents in ordor te give
the impreogsion that their dooatrine is founded in Seripture.
The heeling covenant which God mode with the children of In=-
reel sfter bLringing them out of Egypt 1a snother fLavorite
pasgege vhish they enrmon 1o prove that faith hesling was
part of Cod's grrongemont with the people of the Cld Teste-
ments The mein pessagee which thoy refor to are: Ex. 15,
26 &nd Doute 7' 15.

"If thon wilt diligently hearken to the voice of
the Lord thy God, end wilt do that vhich is right in
his eight, and wilt give ear to hie cormandments, end
*ecp 211 his statutes, I will put none of theee disca-
sce upon thee whioh I have brought upon the Egyptiens;
for I am the Lord thet heasleth thee.™ Ix. 15, 26e

"ind the Lord will tele cway from thee 2ll eiok-

. nes=, end will put none of the cvil diseases of Tgypt,
vhioch thou knoweet, upon thee; bdut will ley ther upon

2ll them thst hate thee.™ Deut. 7, 15.

By sore gtrange feat of interprotation the heclere re-

lete this covengnt to Cel. 3, 18: "Christ hath redcered us
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from the ouree of the law Leing rede o ourse for us." Nr.
Posworth e2ye, "Eerec it is stzted tha_t it wz2 on the Cross
that Christ rcdeored ue from the following diserce speci-
fied in Deuterononmy: conenmplion, fever, inflarmation, the
botek of ¥gypt, emerods,esonk, itoh, msdress, blindness,
plagues, &1l ito discsges of Peypt, &leo overy eiokness ond.
every plogue which iz net written iz the book of this law,.
Yhis would include econeer, influernze, mumpe, meacles, end
every other modern diaeaee.“m Ire Loptror says thet the

Tirst pégﬂ:vc of hecling that wee given is found in Uzodrs
15, 26.

hat thern is the truc meaning of thesc passsgee. The

vorde in Ix. 15, 26 were cpoken impedistely aefler the b:lttqr
wetore of leregh hoé been gweeteneds The past that wae then
rate wes cne roguiring obedicent trust on the one side, and
protecticn on -the other. If they folt thelir own oinfulnces,
it asrorted thet Cod who had Just healed the waters could al-
g0 heel their hearte. Doubtlese by reminding them thr.j.t there
are bhetter exerptions then from herdship, end werse evile
than privations, they were to opprooiste God'sc care for thers
iIf they do not zealize thiec at the spiritual level, et .
least, they orn epprecicte the threat that "He will bring
upon them ggein ell the éieeaseg of Egypt vhich thou weet &-
fraid of.” {Deut 28, 60)s To be & fevored rsce, but infec-

€l. Cuoted in Ve Fa. Biedormlf. %%'.i o'.lt.. p. 133«
62. Je E. Boptrom, co. glt, Byors says
the sare thing, Byers, ope olt., p. 20.
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ted by repulsive and hopeless ailments, was not a desir-
able alternative:. ‘The elimate in Egypt is known to be un-
healthy, especiaslly at certsin seasons of the year., Ele-
phantissis and other skin complaints, dysentery, end oph-
thelmia are partiocularly p::-evaleu'l:.65 God, it appears,
after hecling the water and satisfying the physical thirst
of His people, gave them this ordinanse which H; connected
by a promise with the miraecle. If they would render strict
obedience to gll His commandments, then He would heal them
as He had healed the water., "All those diseases™ refers
not only to the plagues in Egypt, which are nowhere else
called "diseases, but to the diseases in general that were
prevalent in Egypt. "64 Such evils, though certainly not in
each individusl, yet in a race, are the punishments of non-
natural conditions of life, such as make the blood rTun
slowly and unhealthily, and charge it with impure deposits.
If Israsel would follow the guidance of GCod, and accept a
somevhat austére destiny, then they would be exempted from
such soourges. It is significant that at this day the He-
brew race is proverbially exempt from repulsive and con-
tagious diseases. They enjoy immnity from the ravages of
cholera, fever and smellpox in a remarksble degrec. Their
Plood seems to be in a different condition from that of

other people. They seem less receptive to ‘disease caused

63. S. R. Driver, "Deuteronomy," Internastionsl Criti-
cal Commentary, p. 6l. )

64. Ceorge Rawlinson, "Exodus," Pulpit Commentary,
Yol. II. PPe 19-20.
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by blood poisoning {hen others. 8o, imperfeot se wos the
cbedience of t}.e'chi‘édran of Igracl, thie covenant has becn
diterally fMlfillied.

it roquirecs & grect desl of manipulation on the part
¢l ihe feith heglers 10 mgke thie covenant glven to itc Jew-
igh people in the wildorncss support their dcotrine of feith
healinge In the firsi ploce, the discases montioned were to
be vigited ﬁpﬁn ihe Jews ae speoiel judguente from God fow
dipouedicnoce Hothing cun, therefore, be srgued Lrom them
with reguyd to our oun Ciseascs. Seoondly, this doaling of
God with the Jews is not writton as a patter of universel
application. fTherefore, we have a cune here in vwhich a pae-
soge of teripture iccdduced to prove & predelermined doo-
“rine., 1t certainiy doos notl support the doetrine of foith
nealing ‘n any ways -
The lleaning of the "Greatexr Thinge" Which

God promised Belicvere e would o

There are several other passtges which need to be dis-
cuesed brieflye 7The fivet ie John 14, 18:

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that bellev-
eth on me the works thet I do shell he do also; cond
greater works than those shall he do; bectuse I go
unto ny Father."

The hoeglors insist that thég promisc of Christ rkfors to the

phaysicsl works of hiceling. Jroctionlly sll exegetes are

65 Ge e Chadwiok, The Pxpositor's Bibie, "Tho Zook
of Exodus™ e GD=Cle

66 éop{:‘- Boswozrih, Obe olte, De 203 e H, Boastronm,
ope 0it., pe 144; 4. 7, Gordon, ODe oit., Dpe 41-42.




agreed that the "works" and the "greater works" vhich Je=-
sus' bolievers will perform are of a ppiritual nature.

They refor to the suving of souls for eternal life. fThe
gonverting of three thousand gouls on Pentecost was just
the beginning of this work. Josus means that although His
viracles and thoa!a of the apoestles wore shsolutely gonmuine,
yot they wore wrgg@zt only in support of the grea_tor works,
or saving coule. That this interpretation is the only
correat one is obvious frorm the faot that no one has ever
performed works gzreatér than Jeesus on & physieal level. o
one 238 done & greator physic:l miraele than raising lLaza-
UL The faith heaslers cannot find support for their

doatrine heroe.
The Changeleseness of God

Another passage constantly referred to by the heslers
is Hebrews 13, 8: "esus Christ tho same yesterday, and to-
dey, and forever.™ TFrom this passage they oonclude that '
Jesue performs miraocles of healing through the healers, Just
as He did while on earth. '».'.-‘er refor you to an interesting
artiole in the Foursquere Crusader:

".ast Wednesday afternoon the Lord poured out His

spirit and blessed in a marveloue way., Sister llorher-

son choge for her subjects the words, "I All," bringing

out the assuring thought that Jesus Christ IS the same
yosterday, today ecnd forever---the same in saving and

6% R. Ce Ho Lonski, op. oit. :
68 . E. Biederwoli."%i. oit., pe 264 .




heoaling power Divinee.eeoligny poople testified toc thoir
heeling by the Greczt Physiocian and thes’‘e testirmonies
wora surcly eonvincing cnough to satisfy any skentic
that Divine Healing 1= for this day snd hour. it the
conolueion of the peetor's resesge scores rade their
way to tho toar steined gltars vhere so many have
found Chriet as their Saviour ond Hoaler. Then core
the serviee of prayer end anointing, and & prosession
of men, women and children wended their way to the
pletifornm that Slster ZoTherson might offer prayer in
e Name of Jesus gnd the olders anoint theme TFelth
vias nmightily revarded at that tire as tho power of
the Lord fell upon the suprlicmt.s ond many testified
that they felt God had touahed therm and ihey knew
they were healcde™ 69

v, Bostrom has this to sey:

"iever do we read nf the compessisnate Christ
rofueing to henl ony who osme to Him, ILever ¢ orowd
g0 large but what < esus heeled everyone who gought
Him. ii0 omne evecr appealed to Him in valin. fas He
changoed with the gasins of the years? Ilo, mo, &

. thoueand times 0 “esus Christ the sarme yesterday,

and toduy, ond forever.'™™

Tho anowor to such ptatoments is simple. Eecauvse Te-
sBus isc “the =arme yesterdny, today snd forever," it does
not mean thet He muct do what e doos do in examotly the
sare weye Thip does not mean that Hig method of deeling
with man rust of necessity be the ssme in all gges. Ee does
not ochange in tho osgential attributes of His charactor which

o .

make Him what He is, The advocates of faith healing rmst
be hard pressed when it becomes necessary to cupport their

tonahings with such pasBagosS.

69. Foursouarc Crusader, (June 12, 1929).
70 We Fe %ieﬁerwo!f. O0De 0lte, DPle 34=35; 2E80=-2El.




The "Gift of Healing"

The final passage that needs to be considered is I
Cor. 12, 9: "To snother faith by tho seme Spirit; to an-
other the gifies of hesling by the serme Spirit.” |

There is no question sg to what the "gifts of henl-
ing” mean. It is 2 specisl gift from God whoreby the ono
who reaeives it osn, through the power of the FHoly Spirit,
keel the picke It ip made clear that in Paul's day thero
were such thinge ac speoicl pifte, one of whioch wis the gift
of healing the oiok.u

Je e Byarsm holde that vhile differont gifts are
diptributed ("Dividing to cvery men severslly as He will"),
ell gon uee sny of tho gifts In oace of noeessity for the
glory of Gode Tho heelere olaim to make use of tho gift of
healing, but not at =211 times. 4As we have brought out in
Chepter I, they distingulieh tetweon the gift of healing, end
heeling in general. Everyone hae the right to roceive heasl-
ing on the bupies of the atonement by the proper cxersisc of
faith, vhile others have the speaisl gift to hesl others.
The diffiouity erisos in this that many frequently oleim the
gift end frequently oxercise it. Another error is found in
this 'tﬁat they regurd the gift as a proof of falth rather
then "s sign, not to them thet believe, but to ther that be-

licve not." (I Cor. 15, 22).

7le e Ze Biedorwolf, ops oit., pe 1203 Lenski, ore
0ite, I Corinthians.
72. e He Byors. D_}_?_. Oito, Pl 168,




Paith Healcrys Find lo Support et g1l in

Seripture for their Preotice

Ia tho gift of henlirg preeent in the church todoy?

Ve hnve no Seripturel grounds for saying sbeolutely thet it
is not. Dut we enn sy thie thet tho gift of.healing was a
epecial mesns ueed by God to found the Christisn Churoch.

It wae for the purpose of gaining a hearing for the Cospel,.
“e rust not now take the oredentisle of the Churoh's divine
authority agshor miesion, her cpiritual purpose, a= the
healors do.

#e know thet God has used supernctursl means only whon
it wae necopsazry to eztablich supernaturcl fucots. When God
ushere in ¢ now era in Eis desling with rman, He ordinarily.
inaugnrates that disponsation with special and supcrnatursl
signe end renifestations. ©S9 at the time of liosh (Gen. 9,
12-13), et the time of ibrsham (Gen. 15, 17-18), ond et the
time of lioges (Ex. 19, 16)e Taking the lact-mentloned ee an
exorple, it would be ebsurd for pious laraelites to look for,
or insist on seceing o smoking mountain, or hearing the awe=
ingpiring trurpot Viest as the normsl experience of the cho-
sen people to be repeoanted econtimmelly. It i: just ae absurd
and far more erronecue for the henlers to believe that they
cen expect to experience such speciel supernaturel parnifes-
tationg as the gifte of healing now that the church has beon

fizwly planted. lic aro not to make that ocormon and normal

73. H. J.Stolle, Zcntegogtalism, pe 26e




87

whioh tl.;g Lord has plainly indioated as speoiasl and super-
normal,

In feot, the hoalings porformed by the faith healers
would themselves indicate that they generally do not pos-
sess the gift of hezling at all. Those who possessed the
gift of healing porformed instantaneous oures, while those
of the hoalers are almost slways gradual. Those who pos-
sessed the glft of healing, henled pll types of maladies,
vihile the healern are oonfined to minor troubles, and more
oapeaiullgsto nervous a:laorcle::e. 6:- digesgos resulting from
the same. We gammot say, however, that the gift of heal-
ing has been logt to the Church altogether. In ciroum-
stances like thoese of the early Christians, for examrple, in
foreign aountriea wvhore the Gogpel has never before aorme,
God may see it to bestow special spirdtusl gifts, among
which may be the giftvgi" heeling. Reports of missionaries
seenm to support thies. Aside from such mere possibilities,
we muet say that the cherismatic gifts, and here in pertiou-
lar, the gifts of healing have ceased in the Church. This
passage would then not support the faith healers' dostrine
and practioce.

There are other passages whioh the heslers appeal to
in order to justify their pracotice, but none of them sre of

greect importance eince it will be easily seen that they do

74, H. J. Stoleo, 1 ﬂ;. o Do 38
75 %We E. Biederwolf, 2¥o ocite, Pe 126.
76« He. Jo Stoloe, ops 81te, Pe 102.




not apply. In concluding thisz chepter we erc convinced
that the foith healers have ne basis for thelr dootrine
in Soripture. It ie ovident thet they are tzying 1o

PToVe a huren and un=Christian sehere by divine enthori-

t¥. The cniecavor iz without sucoees.
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AN EXFLADATICH COF THE
FAITH HEALING PHENCIIEHA

Tho Claime of the Fsith Hesleors

In this concluding ohapter we shall endeavor tc give
en explonation for the populariiy of the direcet faithheal-
ors, £nd an explanation of the cures whichk thoy claim ond
which they effect. |

It iz on uvndisputed scientific fact that eighty per
cent of 1l people got well normslly. Lot mature have her
wey and in four ource out of five heslth will graduglly come
bagk without & physiocien or a humen hesler of any kind. Ml
hesling agencies hage. therefore, an eighty por cent advan-
tege to ptart with. As we staeted in the introduotion to
thie paper, there alweye have been people of various reli-
gione, Christion end pagen, who hsve elaired to be eble to
work supernaturael oures. But it is exceedingly hard to get
evidengce which is inecntestable ss to the reality of these
supranozmal events. Thoy tend to éppear noet froquently in
those circumstences in which it is most Aifficult to get re-
lisble witnessce. In eirocles vhere strict solentific evi-
denoe is reguired, the alleoged events either do not hapren,
or the evidenco for therm 1s so uncertain thntéwe are not
gble to be sure whethor they happened or not. With rogord
to the dircot failth heslers, our attitude, es already indi-

1. V. e Plederwolf, ope cit., Pe 159
s He ﬁnﬂﬂn, ODe g‘:t_.:np.m:
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cated, is not one of wholeszle denial, as if no cures were
wrought at all, btut one of disorimination &nd explanation.
And our oxplanation is not that of satanio powg?a. unless
the mirsovlous element ie elearly established.

what theon o:n be eaid as to the reliability of the
oloime of the diroot faith healers? Sadler says:

"In twenty-five years of sympathetic inquiry and
study of divino healing, Dowieism, Penteooostalisrm,
Spirituelierm, Chriestien Soionce, eto., during which
time I have scen wany spperent mirsolee wwought and
rany diverse diseeses oured, I have not coen e single
cate of bona fide orgonie disease that haes been cured
by prayer, Loweiem, chrietian Seoience, or any other
of these prescont day healing aonlta." 4

Franaie 1, Vetherhill, I, fe, De Do, Oof Fhiladelphic writes:
"In rohearsing the roeults of thooe heslers we rmoy confi-
dently effirm that lose then one per eent of those vho ot-
tond tho rmeetinge give proog of perranent oure of the roro-
val of their disavilities."” iAnother says that of one hun=-
ired of the cagop who claired to be healed by lixr. Higkeon's
leying-on of hende, over two-thirde of the patients died in
lose then two years from the very diseascee whioh physiclans
had pronounced inenrgble, but from which the patients tbem;
geclves professed to have been triumphantly cured Ly falth.
Dre Sahoficld of Englend epeaks of & published lipt of two-
hundred and fifty ocaces of digeases oured among which were
such conditione as "eonsumption,”™ one "dicessed hip," five

"absaces,” three "dyspepeis," four "internal complaint,” two

Bl s Theo. Graetner, 0p. o0it., pe 19
4, y,s, sadler, ops cit.; Pe O0s
5,  Quoted from I, D. llensing, ope 0it., De 97
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"throet uvleer,” seven "nervous debility," nine "rhoura-
Tism,” Live "disoased henxrt," two "withered o, four
"bronchitie,” threc "eancer,”™ two"paralyzed arm,” three
"peinse in the head." He then =ays, "The list causee a-
ruseront and perhaps surprise; and :lmpat:longe ey te felt
that euch puerile doteils should be given.” Iany & simi-
ler 1ist osn be found in wost any of the books published
by euch heale:s an Byers, Doatrom, Bosworth and others.
The ssme results arc reoorded with regard to tho reports
rade by lrs. Aimec Semple Lefhorson. For oxample, aftor a
arpaign in Donver, leading Christian workors as ﬁell ans
chyeioians of the oity doclared that while thoupands of
those suppoecdly healed could not be found, among those who
were found not & single gemine ense of healing counld be
eetablisho&.e 50 one aonld o on showing how uniounded snd

overly emagperated tho clairs of the healers are.
The Sorecning of Prospeots by the Heelers

It is highly eignifisant to an understanding of the
silaims of the healers to note that not Juet anyone mcy some
to the neeting end ask to be healed. All prospeots are
oarcfully corccned by one rmethod or cnothere. DIre Ce S Blu-

nmel says thoet in the wectinge of IHre. loPherson at Danver,

-60 He D, llensin Ope Clte, Do 72
7. A T Senoficld, fre Foroe of the Nind, p. 160.

8e e Feo Bledorviolf, Ove Olite, Pe 1.
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tho pationte were carefully sorted over by the evangelist's
motrher, and if thoy sipoared to be good risks, they were gi-
ven eards ontitling ther to heocling prayer. At St. Lounis
8 treined murge dofinitcly cecoerted thet che had obeervad
the uehore corefully weed out ell ceses thet iooked hopeolees.
"The neurotics hed the stage. And these soretires perforred
abomingbly, “g Zost 0ll of the evangeliste do thia tyre of
serecning, Lut thelr rmethods are not &1l slike. Iut there
ere plways gortein conditons inposed before one asn gain so-
cezs To the pletforr for heslinge In another ingtsnee the
aprlicant muct cttend et leset two prelirdnery nmoctings be-
fore he ain beo presented at tho third reeting for healing.
e muet sttond gn "inetruction meeting” where speclial in-
slruction is given Yo thope secking hetling. In come of
ithess "instructicn reetinge™ they ere told what to do on the
platiorm vhen the cvangeliast dools with their pertiounlar case,
n3luding errangomonts that have been made for their oare
vhen they "f0l1” to the platforme In the first meeting they
were glven & colored card containing questions. Iow this
ic exchang: a for o vhite onc. On this cord the Tfollowing
questions aro ceked:

l. Are you soved, or "borm agein"?

2. 4re you living in obedience to God's will?

%e Have you any restitution to maske or aeny uwronge to

i.i"h?;o you herboring en unforgiving spirit touwerd

anyonc?
e Do you resd the Zible ard pray overy day”?

O« Theoa Graebner, Ope Cite, Do T4.
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f. '_!‘.re you convineed that it is God's will 1o hesl
EZZ;IQ, your feith booed exclusively upor the premise of
8¢ If you ere hesled will you be willing to give or
write your testimony?
Cn the reverse side of the oard sppears the question: "Fhat
is your trouble?"” .t thie tire, provided the answers to the
quections are properly given, they have an C. ¥X. put on their
ecard. Then comes the third meetirg &t the clogoe of which in
response to the invitation of the evangeliat they mey ecre
or bo brought to the Pletform for anointing and prayer.lo
Uith cuch methode the heslere cen quite confidently condust
& hesling reooting without eny elips. %o the general public

the resculte are very impressivo.
Tipe of Sicknege

in oxder to aprreciatc rodern faith heslers, we ruet
besr in mind ithat nmeny sllmeontes to which our ruce is svb-
Jeet are neurstie in noture, ond that there is & rost inti-
mate reictionship beotween body aﬁa goul or the physigal and
rental make-up of man, tnd that in this ﬁelgi therefore,
rental suggostion mumet be o powerful factor. Humen beings
are afflicted with two classes of disease---the funational
#nd the organice 4n orgenic disease is sorme Sondition of
tre vody in whieh &n sctfusl ohange hes taken place in the
bodily struetures; scrething has happened to the physloeal

10 7e Fe Piodorwolf, one oit., Pre 51-58. J. H. DoS=
trom, g&.' aite, P.126, desoriIbes & sirilar procecdure as
used b7 ki,

11, ile e liensing. 0_p_o 0ite, Pe 96,
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tispueg--~come modificntion or degeneration of a bodily
structure or vital orgam has ocoured. Illustrations of
orgepic disecses wight be ¢ broken Lone, eancer, tubercu-
losls and the like. The other type of diseases are:called
funotionul. Iiost disorders of ihe nervous, eirculatory,
end digestive cystere are purely funetionsl. fThe brein,
the heart, end the stonach ey be iﬁ perfect condition as
regaxds thelr strueture end organic constitution, Lut some-
thing ray hoepren to upset the digoetion, to unbalance the
eirouistion, oy to execite ikhe nervee, whisch resulte in
seiting up such disturbonges in the iife of the individual
thet he somes to regurd hinmeelf ao sick.lz

There are mony digorders that can be definitoly clas-
8ified as functional or oxgemice, but,on the other hand,
there ar: meny in whioch a clear distinetion oannot be made.
o Re S5tolz sunys: "The rolstions of intimeoy which eubsicsts
between the mind r.ndé the bndy mekes temuous a rigid distino-
tion vetweoen the organic end the funetionzl. 4ifter all, the
men who is at least relatively norrsl moves through this life

ag & unit end not ss ¢ collcotion of Gisscoiated entities

128, Scdley, Ope 0ite, Pe-De On page 7 Sadler writes:
"It ie my belicf, ny perscnal opinion, thet ouvteside of sur-
gleal disnrders, contegioun diseeso,end sceidenta, nine-
tenthe of 211 the people who come 10 the physieien secking
rolief for their gilmonte arec suffering from Tunotionnl die-~
t2rbon0Ce e ee e8md that the v 8t majority can be successfully
trected azd cured by sowme syeatorm of mind oure.” Dootors
Strecker ond Fbheugh aleim that peyshoneunrcsces aonstitute
60 to 70 per eent of medie:=1 practiice. L. i. Siresker and
Fo Go Fbaugh, Zraotiegl Clinignl Fsyehietry, pe 5lZ2.
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and exigeneies. When religious faith is creative in one
arca of humen nature, o1l the rest of the persongliiy is
benefited. The dynam%z of feith elters the psychosormstiic
gonstitution of man." In her purvey of the literature on
psynhoggmatie interrcluationships from 1910 to 1633, Iir.
Immbar eites rony differont cuses of the power of the emo-
tione to produce cheniosl and other slterations in the hu-
wen bodye An e¢lderly business men with dicbetes was hos-
ritelized, placed on & diet, ané given small doges of in-
suline. Under this maragement the sugny content of the blood
was brought within the lipites of normaslity. One duy, withe
out & change in troatrment, the patient passed forty-three
grams of sugnr; on snother day, seventy-six gramse. Ilo phy-
siesl cguse for the redicel increcase could be detected. Fi-
nally, it was loarncd that the patient had been informed
that the corporation with which he was sasscoiated pad telren
stepe 19 retire hime. The axtent of his ensulng periurbance
gonld bho measurod in the tangible terms of ounces of smgere.
The sugar gurve coincided with the erotionel curve. K. e
Stolz suye that "decfnese, durbnese, and blindaess are
geomingly in 211 instences organie dissbilities, but under
aertein aonditions 1they asre rurely funcotionel disordors.

That suceh impairments aro in many cases rooted in peycho-

1J. Zsychosouatic: pertaining to bodily and psycho-
dogionl inter-rolations.

14, e He St0lZ, Ope 0Gite, DPe 126. ;

15. E. Pe Dunber, trpotions and Bodily Chesnges, pe. 188.
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logical conditione end sociel situations cannot be suc-
gessfunlly disputed in the light of modern scienCCescee
In fagt, the hard and fast distinotinon between organic and
funotionel diseasee hes been obliterated by modern seien-
tific medicine, Whet ails the hody effecte the mind, end
ihe disorders of the rmind hove vhysiologicel repercussions
eosseliind and boldy intoraot. “16

Vacping thie in mind we oan egy that faith, putting .
into operation such e powerful agent as the uneonseions mind,
or, as you may prefer to oell it, the forses of nature, ie
not lirited to so=-0alled funo;%onal digesses at 2ll in its
ebility to Lring ebout cures. This is & Tfruitful field
for the praotice of wental therany, whiok properly applied,

éan often kosl the diescaso or greatly slleviste the sufler-

ings This, thon, is the weloomec fiold eleo of all munner of
faith hoaling, and has been shamefully exploi{gd by faith
healers &nd gll nmanner of therspeutic quacks.
Tho Clase of Sick People with

Wkon Healors lork

leny who seck end find help from faith healers are un-
doubtedly sufferers of the various :l’or; of hysteria (not
"hysterics", whioh is another matter). Hysteria is a dis-
case thet menifosts itself either in contracted vision, anses-

thenias, exaggerated emotional displaye with fits, or in the

l6e E. R stOIB. _gp. Oit.. Pe 29
17. Ae. T« Schofioe d, Ohe 01*.. Ple 164-165.
18. He De lHenelng, 0. 0ite, De 96¢

19. Theo. Graebner, oPe cit., P. 138




accurate but unoonaoioné nimiocry of definite disease. It
will, therefore, be seen that it is widely ditfarent from
"nervoﬁsneas" or neurasthenia, with its long train of well-
marked nerve symptoms that'suggest no diesase but the one
that is there. In hysteria proper there is no intention to
deceive; and it must ocarefully be distinguished from ma-
lingering or shemming, which ies & direct attempt at fraud,
though, of course, the two may at times co-exist. The es-
sential difference that determines the question of fraqd
is that in the former the power that perfectly produces the
symptoms of the hysterical disease is the unconscious mind,
a force of which the sufferer is necessarily wholly 1gnorant.2o
Hysteria is a disorder that can imitate almost every
known diaease.al There is no form of paralysis that is not
simulated by it, from the loss of power in a single finger or
Joint to the total paralysis of one side, or of both legs,

or of the entire body. Tumors of all sorts are sirmlated with

a fidelity that is absolutely startling, end skilled doctors
are constantly being deceived. They may occur in any paert of

20. A. T. Schofield, or. cit., p. 32F.

2l W. S. Sadler, %E, cit., p. 158. A. T. Schofield, op. git.,
PpP. 264-2b5, says: ysteria often begins in some sligh 5
real disease in a person with an ill-balanced brain, amd this
slight but reel disease sets up a train of assoociations that
produce a true 'hysterical' disease. While the seat of the
disease appears to be in the body, it is really in the brain.
Hysteria is most commong in the spring, when the nervous sys-
tem is least well balanced. It is cormon in the undor- and
cver-worked, in the poorly trained and imperfectly educated,
in boys from ten to fourteen, in girls from sixteen to twen-
ty-five, and in spinsters of any age.
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the body, but are most common in the breast and abdomen. %
"There can be no doubt that people die solely from hysteri-
cal affections, though some may question it. "25 Hysteria
may also mark organic disease. Dr. Sutton spezks of a lady
who was on her back seven years with a pain in the sp:l.ne..
She was diagnosed as a cese of hysteria by two esuthorities,
end made to get up. She died a few days after of ocencer of
the lung.

As hysteria is g disorder due to merve instability, no
method of treatment oan heve the slightest success unless
it be believed in by the patient. And sinee hysteria, is a
eondition in the unconseions mind the best oures are natu-
rally effected through the unconscious mind. If the ocase is
in every way in good health, it may be oured instantareously
by applying good suggestions to irritated idesl centers that
keep up the disease, sonsciously or unconsciously, suf-
ficiently powerful to overcome the bad ores. Their epplica-
tion by meens of hypnotism is unnecessary, and often in the
end aggravates the condition which it is meant to relieve;
for suggestions are thoroughly effeotual without it, if
made by a powerful personality who has gained the respect
and trust of the 1rus|'l::le'.nt.a4 '

The Chief Explanation of Cures

Suggestion is the explanation to the answer of the

22, -A. T« Schofield, ope. Cit.. PP. 2b65. 256.
23,. Ibid., p. 258
24, m. » DPpe B27. 26%7.




oures performed by falth healers. Suggostion is the sys-
tematio and soientific employment of varioue methods de-
Bigned to bring about e process or estate of mind and therec-
by to determine the physicel reaction. There are only two
wegye of removing & sot idea from the mind---first, by a .
procese of re-edueation, and eoggdly, by the persistent
oultivation of "opposite idcas." It is therapoutiocally
important to instill into the minds of the siok the positive
ldes of health, confident faith, and expeatation of reco-
very. 1In many ogses such faith and courage are the pivotal
elementis of whish a oure dopends. Reeigr_mtion to a serious
illnees mway be the determining factor in premature death;
the will {0 live may be tho determining element in recovery
of health. The attitudes of the petient toward himself, his
rhyeicians, and his CGod may oondition the issue of 1life or
death.as "hon othor measaurcs fail to ocure a disease, strong
expectation and unshakeblo confidence may be effective,

This 1s the very thing for vhiok the faith heelers work,
Sugpestion 1s, figuratively, e form of mental contagicn, In
fzot, 1t ofton beeomes ap:!.deﬁio when large mm‘bereagre in-
volved., IHere we hove the psyvchology of the orowd. If peo=-
ple ere brought together in a large LZailding with the ex-
peotation that the healer is going to work miracles, :and
with the belief that he has quite recently worked therm, &
great many events of thie kind will take place. Ir, Anson

25« e S. Sadlex e Olte, Do 34’
86 X. R, Stolsz, 'gion it, » .p. 143.
2% V. S, Sadler, 0pe O t, s De 3Be
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saye, "Poesibly as wany ac five pergent of the siok people
Who go to them will be curodeecs«But I think that at least
ninety peracnt of the sioX poople who go to them are not
oured, and gg:m{-; these will be nany of undonbted and abound-
ing faith."

Suggestion is the net‘hoc} Frile Coune nzsod to verform his
amaging cures. - This examplo may be illustrative:

"Last yenr a young lady oure to see me at lanoy.
che wa2s 23 yearpg old. Since the age of threec years she
eould not see anything with her left oye, abeolutely
nothing. Irmediately sfter the meeting she saw with
this same eye as cleaxly as yom sec. eoplo thought it
vwas a miragle, but it wes not. hon the young ledy
was a nshild two yeasre 01ld she got en 1llness in her loft
cye and this iliness required about a year to be cured.
During that time she woe obliged to have & bandoge on
hor eye and during that tirme also the eye took the ha-
bit of not to seo, ond wvhen the bandoge was telen off,
the oyec proserved tho habit of not seeing and this lag-

todi two yenrs. I porsuveded her theat she could soe, and
she saw." 29

Tho methods of suggestion are numerous. %Touch ies often
& naterisl aid in tho oonveysnce of thoughts, es wires ald
telegraphy. In some oases & dcoided menner, with & hend laid
firmly on the pationt's arm, will onable him to assimilate
sugrestions othorwise inoperative. ©Some osn:do more, and
ouro direatly Ly bold sssuransces. A dootor who has the pe-
tient's full e~nfidence may oure a petiont by telling him
he ie our.ed. % If John Alexsnder Dowie prayed for you

and yon got well, yonr rcccvery in no wise constituted evie-

28, H. Anson, OPs ite, Pe 172,
29, W. E. Biederwoli, ope oit., p. 150.
30 Ae Te Sohofield, DDhe QIEO. Pe 232,
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dence that Dowio hod o speoiel gift of healing from God,
any more then when your owvm minieter who prayed for you beo-
fore, whon you did not get well. It simply meant ithat Do-
wie's mesns end methods of suggeét:lon were more powerful.
Hle dress and porsonsl mppearanse, what you had heard a- .
bout him and what he egid to yom 211 resulted in making such
e mental impression npon yon 'that you had implieit faith in
him, and that he took posszession of your mind, routed fever,
end boniched doubt., By throwing your whole mind into the one
{-ranaaganaluaion that you were going to get well you did got
well, A11 true and porsonel prayver oontains a lerge ele-
rent of solf-sugpestion. While we do not by any means re-
for all the benefite of prayer, or even the chief bencfits,
to thio souree, yet the cetion of self-sugpestion as en
element of prayver oesnnot be denicd. Thon & men in prayers
deres to stand foce to fase with his higheet idesls end be-
lieves in tho poasibility of their realization he is offor-
ing himgelf strong engrostions of viqtory end irproveront.
It should be remombered, though, that while sugges-
tion is a potent faastor in hoeling disease, 1t has its 1i-
mite. If & thorn is in tre foot, suggestion will not pull
it out. Nelther oan the faith heslers set a broken bone or
replace & dislocated joint. Iaterial remedies are essential,

gurgeons &re valuable. Haterial rerodies may be a potent

&le W. S. Hadler, Ops gils, Pe 44.
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suggestion to the mind, however, Iut to pray to God to set
8 broken leg, and refuse to 6sll a dootor is oriminal, IZf me-
dicine curos nnd healer refuses to give it, end his patient
dies, as ofton happens, he is guilty of mns‘.l.aughter-sa '

It maet ba mede olear to the reader that a mind oure
need not be the truth to be successfuls The practitioners
0f mentel medioine need mot be honest in order to succeed.
The healers need not be Chrigtlien at all in order to perform
curcse The principlc is the ssme whether the method is
Gelled Divine Heel ing, Faith-Cure, Christicn Soionce, lag-
notic Healing, whethor the oure be attributed to a speoial
€ift, to the bLoues of sainte, the Yoly Coat at Treves, to
cherme, or idols, It w:s known to Egyptisn dootors s thou-
sand years before Uirist. Flutsrsch saye that thousands of
patients used to flook to the Temple of Serpis, and scores
of them were hezled. It is tho ssre principle that ie ap=-
plied by 81l the prominent direct foith hoelers, whether they
ére all oonsoiovely aware of i;‘ or note 3In all this there

wag end ie nothing wmiraculous.

The Reason for the Fopularity of Religious Cures

Vory often the reessn why religious mind oure is so

popular and why it ic destined to be more sunocessful end

32. J. V. Coombs, op. git., pe 146
d3e Vie S Saﬁler: E_%_: O!E.: P: Zle
d%2e Theo. Grecbrer, Cpe gite, PPe 25-206.
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Pleasant than ssientific ond secular mind oure is that ai-
vine healing gives veople en oxaounse for irmedicte recovery:
it dignifiecs 21l past nerforrenaes of dostoring and fussing
over self; it glorifies people as spesisl pets of the 41-
nlghty; it saves their faces at home, and khelps them to get
right up off thelr Inees and go chont their businesg---
cured. In medionl nmind enres it is often necesszry to spend
mch tiro in oamounflane treatment in oréer to.give the ma=-
tiont an emonce for gatting'well.ss

o conelvde thiz otudy of direct faith heeling with tho
asnviotion thet while therq ie such & thing as miracvlous
healing in answer to true Christian prayer, the thaory that
81l bodily maladies Lind their solution in the atonement of
Chriet is entirely false, ond that while the heeslers claim to
rerform miracles by the hundreds, they are generally false or
at leact greatly essgrerated, ond that while we do not say
abpolutely thet they perforr no remarkeble ocures, and neither
40 we immedistely sty thet the ounres are the result of Satan-
10 power, we sffirm thot a1l the oures which are effocted by
them are very likely mentcl cures of one sort or another
pingo any of their surece ccn be dupliocated by non-reli-
gious mental oures, snd eince their methods are dofinitely

aired at mentzl oures.

35s We Se Sadler, Oh. oit., p. 49,
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