Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Master of Sacred Theology Thesis Concordia Seminary Scholarship

6-1-1954

The Concept of ‘0d0’¢ in the Book of Acts

Norbert Streufert

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/stm

b Part of the Biblical Studies Commons

Recommended Citation

Streufert, Norbert, "The Concept of '060°¢ in the Book of Acts" (1954). Master of Sacred Theology Thesis.
173.

https://scholar.csl.edu/stm/173

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Master of Sacred Theology Thesis by an
authorized administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fstm%2F173&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/539?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fstm%2F173&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/stm/173?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fstm%2F173&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

c 7
THE CONCEPT OF odos 1IN THE
BOOK OF ACTS

A Thesis Presented to the Faculty
of Concordia Seminary, St., Louls,
Department of Exegetical Theology
in partial fulfiliment of the
requirements for the degree of
flaster of Sacred Theology

by
HJorbert A, 3treuflert

June 1964

& G

ALpproved by: Fhn.toioe M. /4wm
Advisor

(i, Besslig

51768




TABLE OF COHTENTS

Chapter Page
Ie INTRODUOTION ¢ 4 & ¢ o & 4 % 9 o & 9 & & . 1
- Pt
I« OJor IN THE SEPTUAGINT 4 o v o o « o s o « 4
God's Liodes of Actions « o « o @ o ® o e @ 4
God's Coommandmenta « « ¢ ¢« « ¢ ¢ s » o o o 7
The glfe and Experiences of ilan: o ¢« s o o il
/af/; and the Church of the 0ld Testament 13
IIX, THE CONCEPT OF THE WAY IN THE PSEUDEPIGRAPHA
AND IN RABBINIC LITERATURE ¢ o o v+ ¢ @ o ¢ » 20
' d / 2
IVe OS2y IN THE NEW TESTAMBNT. . « + « « « « s 23
Parallels and Contrast to New Testament
Usage in Greek and YWorld Literature. . . .« 23
Uses of FZ7r 4n the Hew Testament o « « « 24
ZJ7r in the Book of ActS o o » » 0 o s 27
The Problem of ﬂac m Acts. ¢ ¢ & © o o 28
Posaible Sources o &;:ref in Act8 o o ¢ o >4

v L] GOHGLUS ION (] .. a & o ° L4 L L] e 0 o e

=

BELIOGRAPBYQ.Q.Qtoooo!’oo...'o. 42



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Even & cupsory reading of the Book of Acts raises quese
tions concerning Luke's designation of Christianity as The
Waye Precisely what does the expression mean in each case?
Why does Luke use it la such & casual way, without explanse
tion, while the expression 1s found nowhere else in ths New
Testament? From whet source does this unique usage come upon
the sceme of the early Church? Wilhelm Hichaells, after re=-
viewing the various possible sources, asaerts that neither
Greek philosophic usege nor the 0ld Testament nor rabbinie
literature provide & satisfactory explanation.l

The eim of this thesis 1s to examine the 01d Testament
and rabbinic litersture to see¢ what role, if any, they played
in the formetion of the &ﬁﬁff concept of Acts, The Septuae
gint in particular deserves sttention, since it held such an
important position in the Apostolle Church and 8o largely af-
fected the writers of the Hew Testament. #&s H, B, Swete re-
marks,l the few Testament writers not only were familisr with

the Septuagint, but were saturated with its thought and

e 7
lWilhelm Michaells, " @2y ," Theologlsches Voerter-
buch zum Neuen Testament, edited by Gerbard Kittel (Stutt-
gart: W. Kohlhammer Verlag, 1948), V, 96.

2Henry B, Swete, iAn Introduction to the 01d Testament
in Greek, revised by Riehard N, Ottley (London: CembDridge
University Press, 1914), p. 451.




vocabulary. Swete continues:

o o o it must not be forgotten that the Greek vocabulary
of the Palestinlan Oreeke-apeaking Jews in the first cene
tury A,D. was probably derived in great part from the
Greek 014 Testament, Even in the ocase of writers such
as St. Luke, 5%, Paul, and the author to tic Hebrews,
the Septuggint hes no doubt largely regulated the choice
of words.® \

Luke is a splendid example of a writer capesble of
polished literary (reek, yot strongly Semitic in vocabulary
and thought patterns, H., J. Cadbury, in his "Style and
Literary Hothod of Luke," Harverd Theologlcal Studies, VI,
1920, asserts that %, , . muoh of luke's post-classical
vocabulaery appeers to be due to a diatinctly Jewish-Chrise
tian languege.“? In an essay on the Greek of Acts, J. de

/
Zwaan polnts specifically to the ZJozr wusage as proof for
the existence of & sort of "Christien Greek,"® Jackson and
Leke sum up the results of a careful enalysis of Luke's vo=
cabulary and style:

It is clear that the writer was thoroughly impregnated

with the Creek 0ld Testament; there 1s no good evidence

that he wes acquainted with the Hebrew original. e is
able to uss Grcek like & Greek, end in this respect he
is more Greek than Josephus, but he does not always

write thus; sometimes, perhaps owing to the influence
of Aramsic originals which he translated, sometlimes

SIbid., ps 453,

4Quoted in J. de Zwean, "The Use of the Greek Language
in Acts," The Acts of the ipostles, edited by F, J. Foakes
Jackson and Kirsopp Lake (Londom: Maciillan & Cos, Ltd.,
1922), II, 37,

5Ib1d.’ Po 65.
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owing .to his imitatlon of the Septuagint.®

The aolid foundation of Septuagint usage in the early
Chursh hes prompted an examination of ell the instances of
4@&5( sceording to Hatch-Redpeth,7 and o categorizetion
of the principle uses, in order to find possible clues to
the usage in fets. & brief study was also mede of the rabe
binic evidence availadle, as well as a survey of the New

Testament uses of the term as background meterlal.

6r¥, J, Foekes Jacikson snd Kirsopp Lake, "The Internal
Evidence of Acts,"™ The Acts of the Apostles, edited by F.
Jo. Foakes Jackson end Kirsopp Lake (London: Haciilllsn &
Co., Ltd., 1922), II, 121,

"Rdwin Hateh and Henry A, Redpath, Concopdence to the

Septuacint (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1897), Il. e '



CHAPTER II
r / . (s,
odor I THE SEPTUAGINT

zééé;’ ceccurs in the Septusglnt about 880 times, mainly
in Proverbs, Psalms, Eéekiel, Iselah, Jeremish, and ig used
predominently as the literal translation for | \TX ot
There are about 475 literal instences, including such meanings
ss border {of a country), directlon, journey, &s well as
rosds of sll types.® The verious transferred uses of the
torm, which carry the bulk of the theological significance,
are difficult to categorize clesnly, as iichaelis hes noted.d
The broad outlines are plain, however, and will serve the

purposes of thisg study,
God's liodes of Actlon

In the first large group of passages, odos Croc
denotes aspects of God's esctivity in the world, The term may
noint to Fdils eppesrance in the phenomena of hature, as in

Wehum 1:3, where God reveals His power end destructive wrath

liilhelw Hichaelis, ® &2/ ," Theologisches Woerter=
buch zum Heuen Testement, edited by Gerbard Kittel (Stutt-
gart: W. nonlhammer verlag, 1948), V, 47, Hereafter this
work will be referred to as Theologlsches Woerterbuch.

zIbid.' Pe 48¢
3Ibide, pe 49
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in earthquake and cloud.,? Even though such appearances of
God in the physicael forces of the unlverse are awssoms, they
still sre merely parilal disclosures, as Job declarss, /’Jaé
ralre wtspy oS0 wirod o« o (J0b 26:14),

Hore frequent and mors significant are the many refere
ences of odsr Fro to Godls sobs in the history of His
chosen peopls. Very often JJ@}/ is used %o deseribe God's
works of sslvation, as in Psaln 76:20, which rolates Hls
saving way in the Red Sea as le delivered His people from
the hosis of Egypt. God compleing, Pselw 94:10, thet Isreel
saw iiis works in the wililderness, yeb a’/:'fd/‘ oLip ﬁ};mwam/
7'}} ﬂ;r-’ﬁ_f_rafj; AL o 8 o @ Thé implication evidently is .
that the Iaraslites dld not recognize God's saving purposes
behind His deeds, This use of JJ@/ finds its classic exe
pression in Is. 55:8 £., where God offers Hls waywerd people

complete forgivenesa if they willi forsake thelr sins 22

-~
#

2 c 54 7 e . [ ; -~ ~
I ElGry s PoiAne ccoz t%/cf{"/’fc!’ (44 /czi?(;d« O Crlediisy”
)‘ t\ o rd (e ‘ e e ¢ € - 2 e
0l E waFEe o PIoC Ly @s odoe oz, A= e
Z ARt s T i Geil) | S\ 2 s\t
Kegroy. KAN’ wf XRFEAFC & ceparey awre 7 y475,
R e I e = IR :J.,/.-v il
PLTE RTENEC 4 &;x’g LBl KT FElr Pdody ey
p — 2 \ L - i "
e T dravogcarn Loy a7e 777 a(/a'r&vf:f o

God's thinking end acting ere not fickle or unreliable; they

have ttw'cons%ant aim of seving lis people-w-a mode of sctlon

4511 references to the 0ld Testament in this chapter
are listed according to Alfred Rahlfs, editor, Septusginta
(Stuttgert: Privileglerte Wuerttembergische 51'53%&{15%4115,’
1950), ¥, II, Occasional parentheses refer to the ilasoretic

texte

ks
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beyond man's understanding., God's ways, therefore, cre His
redempitive plans and astz dlrected toward the repentant sine
ner, with whom He is in covenant® relationship, Psalm 24:10,
A mumber of key terms are jolned with .;J@l— Esol %o

show the breadth and magnificence of Cod's covenant acta,

A 7 2
doses, Deut, 32:4, declares: d//(af/ff Aegroy £+
rd = e o o R \ o E] ~r
THEXI THry GOl ReTDE Nas oEzr Foo TEES

-~ 2 2 ~ Ve
T E)Of Xe/TOL e /(cé’/éﬁ'r .» vsed in conjunction

with God's ways slso in Is. 26:8 and Jer, 5:4 f., is the usual

translation for 24 }E)tu'v,; » Genoting God's meroiful action, as
L P
F, Buechsel explains:
P .
Damit kommt «wré6/r Bu der Bedeubtung: das Rechb, be-

sonders: dss des Unterdruckten, das der Hichtor zuy
Celtung, sur Durchasebzung bringt.®

‘Psalm 144:17 roviews God's works undey two other terms:

a‘”//?’af/af A’{/’éﬂ/g £ Wa’fm’f/ 79(5' ﬂyéj wiros /m'/\_
0.-;/(7 Ev masir ol E?Zfﬁg oo . a’;&/-
a/25 (P TX) denotes God's faithfulness to His nature
end to His covénant: , and shows Him not merely as punishing
judge but as dispenser of salvation.® é%if@f (Xta73)s
a parallel term, omphasizes the merciful performance of God's
covenant obligations.’ GCod's way as q‘:g}@ c:ops Psala 17331,

and &s ;;J';’-":// » Danlel 3:27, point to CGod's lntegrity shown

s
Sprledrich Buechsel, " #z/s/  ," Theclogisches
Woerterbuch, III, 943.

S
Sgotteried Quell, " J srix/er »" Theologisches loertor-
buch, I, 187. :

 "rpiedrioh Hauch, Jg/g »" Theologigsches %oerterbuch,
V, 489.



in Hils dealings with men.

A noteworthy result of God's falthful deslings with iis

people is thaet all nations can behold His saving ways. Psalm 6633

implores His mercy and grace for this very purpose: o<

AT 2 W £ ! P 4 ~ 27 o .
JrArAr Ep Tif JE7 TG OV soor 5 EV TRessr ECrECH

7
P

7".3:‘» ;;‘;/e:« soé” o The ultimi_;e revelation of God's way
awong ils peogle comea in the ;‘ﬁaésianic ege, preceded by the
cry of the herald, Is, 4013, CE?"&/&&@:?«?’& 7’:;;/ z:gcfc;/f
Heg oo o ¢ ¢ » whon all flesh shall see the salvation of
God. On the ather' hand, the forerunner alsoc prepares the way
for the liessenger of the Uovenant, who will come to purify
fils people, end whose coming no men can endure, iel. 3:1 f.
God"a ways, thon, sre ils menifold works within history by
which He brings His punitive judgewent to bear upon the sine
ful world, and by which He redeems His peoplej His ways find
their common focus in the redemptive work of His Son, the

Heasiah,
God's Commendments

o
The second major use of ﬁffg in the Septuagint ine

eludes the wide range of God's mstructiona, the expressions
e -

of His will toward the behavior of wmen., Thus we find ﬂa‘gf
4 ) 2 2 ~

in olose connection with oz 7¢/ xy sprodal , dinaraw «

~ 7 A
A X TH, NErecara, and Fpoe TRy «a7x « These terms are
linked to God's exprsssion through loses, but generally have
\ 7~
& more inclusive meenlngs 7o «cap 72g X » for instance,

PRITZIAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SLMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MO.
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may refer to liosalc Lew, Lev. 16:13; but more often designates
tho goneral clasa of presoriptions through which God has vew
voaled Himself,S JJ{:; also mey refer dirsctly Lo the
Slnaitic dispensation, as God commanded His people through
lioses to obey /w:fa‘x FTASKY 7"/?‘7;/ ﬁc’%ﬁz /;,i/ c;ﬂréngﬂrﬁ
&eo/ ﬂ'f"z;{;/gj e o o g Deubt. B:33., In most instances, howe
aver, 5i££; Az?gvé;f is not identified with the Law given
through Moses; 1t denctes vather a more general class of ine
structions, as illustrated by Psalm 118:14 fo: sS4 7;,?,/9
;G}‘q, ,af‘; ceo g 7‘(‘32{:“/;4/&” e/ ;75%;_45;%7// a{r fc"zf'/‘ mwr'>
77/2;9;«,,?;-_;;“ o ;rwﬁ} S 2@’{}’- coo adeol 5&4,725/@; ,mf)
A 7’{«1';/._4;37;.4»1 ?’ﬁ\»;f ﬁrgd'é?é; &Geoz” « Here the parallel terms
of instructions eppear pleinly, and the remeri of Hichaelils
is borne out that é:férl uwltimetely approaches the meaning
of 5;1/?24’2/}'/; a comnand of the Lord concerning men's behavior?
It is importent to remember that these commandmonts remain
means Ey- which God continues to speak end reveal Himself, and
that they ere schoes of CGod's definitive utterance through
loses. As Strathmann commanta‘ on .ce atf??x?m‘;f:

Puer den CGebrsuch des Vortes »%fwfa’/;/ﬂl’ in LXX ist

« » o bezeighnend, dasz Jahweh selbst dag Subjeect des

im LW TELITV enthaltenen <4-ag7e¢gs/22 lat. Dieses

e aerie s/ aber hat sich vollzogen in her lose sue
tell gewordenen Offenbarung, 4#ls . deren Inhalt gelten

Shermenn Strethmann, sen g 7-%‘2/4;/ »" Theologisches
Woerterbuch, IV, 489,

9§1lnhelm lilchaells, op. citss Po 6l.

R LRI ITReRS———..
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The people of God observe and guard His ways as on 6Xe
prossion of thelr covenant relationshlp to Him., In CGen. 18:19
the Lord sssures Himself that Abraham end his household will
guard the ways of the Lord and thus receive everything pro=-
mised hims Deut, 26:7 records Israel's pledge to keep the
ordinances given through iloses and %o walk in Cod's ways, in
response to CGod's plodge of consecrating them as liis people.
They face a choice of prosperity and iife, or misfortuns snd
doath, depending upon thelr behavior toward God's ways, Deout. 30:16,

Lest welking in God's ways appear to be @ mechanical
performance, its deeper significance should be considered,
There 1s no room here for selfi-trust or dead ritualism as
described in Iz, 658:2, where the Lord dencunces Isrsel for
pretending to scek Him delly e&nd know His ways, Rather,
those welk in God's ways who fear Him, Deut, 8:6; 10:12;
Pagalm 187:1., The walking is & relationship of totel dependw
ance znd dedlcabtion, Deuts 102125.77229£$4;6££%c ad;.zﬁingy
7?@5}44%5&25: o FolT Acall .ﬂéﬂxzraai xlror sets /%ﬂﬁszaﬁf
£/ /g’y?}‘;/ T ‘;;/;;f; Go s 5,5 &C/}zzf 7275 /fﬁsg’c{;;{ r

P ) &

Eor sal g-'g 59*7/ e Js FUx Gy S22 - v
To journey in His ways 1s simply to e¢ling te Him in confiie
dence as Leader snd Redeemer, Deut. 11322,

i0peymen Strathmann, ope Sits; P 489
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The sxeluslive, total relatlonship involved in walking
the way of God's commandments is placed in sharp relief by
the dread consequences of swerving from the way. To depart
from the way is to commiﬁ'idolatry ea the Israelites did bee
hind Moses' back, Ex. 32:8; Leut. 9:12, licses makes very
plain that they will be cursed by the Lord if they waender
from the way, serving other Cods whom they do not know,

Deut, 1ll:28. Erring from the way means n¢ longer toc fear
the Lord; 1t means %to forget EHim, to turn the heart eway,
to ebusoe His covenant, Psalm 43:18 T,

Ged alone enables men to wallt in His ways. Sclomon, at
the dedlcatlion of the Temple, asks CGod to incline the hearts
of the poople to walk in all of fls ways, & Kings 8:68.

Pgelm 118:32 shows the Psalmist runaning the way of CGod'ls
commendments when He gives hiwm courages It is God who turns
men eway from lust for vanitles to genuine life in His way,
Faslm 118:37, The credit alweys bslongs to Cod, for the ob-
jeet of His patient teaching is the sioner, the meek, the man
who feare the Lord, Psalm 24:8,9.12. God's pupil 1s the
blessed men whose sins are forgiven, Pselm 31:8.

The gift of forgiveaness and strength to welk God's paths
then becomes the motive for the witness of God's people to
the world, Thelr joy in His seving work leads them to teach
sinners the ways of God, Psalm 50:18, In the Hesslanis age
this witness reach@s full flower, as God uses His Church to
teach all nations how to journey in His ways, Is. 2:3; Micah 418,

B T T T T m e L e e e T = ]

R P,
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 Ultimately God's instructlons, the way of His commendments,

become another faecet of His self-revelation as Saviors
The Life and Experiences of ian

The natural extension of égﬁgf as God's instructions
to man is the prominent use of 5££2f’ as man's total 1life
and individual experiencss, ali of which take place in the
light of the lord‘'s oxpreasions of His will toward man. In
many cdses, bhe term is used inclusively, as in Job 29:6,
where Job lawents hils lost prosperity, when his ways were
vatihed in cuxds, OLaniel dencunces Belshazzar for houoring
&li the preclious m&tﬁrial‘gaﬁds of the world, but forgebting
the Cod in whose hand is all his Lieath and all his ways,
Danied $:285. V

The predominent suphesis in the Septuagint 1s that the
Lord governs the lives of men, and partlcipetes especlelly
in the lives of His own. UGod controls the destiny of men,
guiding all of men's ways seccording to His good pleasure,
Wisdom of Sivach 38:13. Psalm 138:3 ackmowledges the God
who seayches and kaows tne heart, and sees all of man's
ways. Very lmportant is Pselm li6, where Cod appears as

e/ 7 Ve e\ 5 -
Judge Of WeN: OFy pgILAIEKE Koprdy cdor irasar,
fo) 4&&%? wSs STy amweldelie » Jahueh's comnection
with the righteous is a ". . ..knowledga which is in living,

intimate relaetionship to its subject end at the seme time

B e o
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inclined to it and bound to it by love."il guite properly,
then, the belliever le encouraged to entrust (Septuagint:
uncover) hls ways to the Lord, ®salm 36:5, who exztendiz His
powar Lo briag idls owa through the orises of lile, as lHe
expeditea thelr way, ‘salm 17:33., Although the unbelievers
seem Lo prosper foy a Llue, bthe Lord knows the ways of the
blameless, and thelr inherlitance is everlasting, FPsalm 36:18,

liany instances of é%ﬁé; vefer to specific actions and-
modes of behavior, These acts fell under the sorutiny of
God, as Prov, 5:21 emphasizes, warning ageinst adultory with
the reminder thal' the ways of & man are before lhe syes of
God, who laspocts his paths.™ Closely releted to Cod's
gheyy inspection of wmen's ways is dis rlgorous dispensation
to every wan according to his behavior, & Kings 8:39; Jer. 17:10;
tiosea 12:3, In the iigﬁt of such jJudgement the evil, crooked,
perverted mctlons of the unrighteocus are ways of death,
Bz, 3:18; 18:23; they becoms a snere of death for others,
Prov. 22:5. The evil kings of Isreel recelve the repeated
indictwent that they ceused the people to follow Lhelr
idoletroue. practices, & Kings 15:126; 22:43,53; the upright

rulers, on the other hand, ars commended as exzemples to those

11&%anz Delitsachy Diblical nggentggg on the fsalwms,
trenslated from the second edition of the THan by ~ Prancis
Bolton {(Edinbuvgh: T« & T« Clark, n.d.), I, 87,

I2op, Jor. 16:17; Job Bl:4; Wisdom of Sirach 17:19.

e AR TR =T
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i3
who followed in theiy ways, ¢ Kings 22:2; 2 Chron, 11:17;
2 Chrons 718,

Because the Lord has glven iis ways iu which men are to
wallk, thoze who rebel against Him sre described incislvely
as wendering in thelr own way, Is. 83:8. The evil-doers do
not have insight, for they follow their own ways of avaricoy
Is. 65311, and of false rituallism, Is., 66:3,

There 8till is hope for those who have bheen hwostile in

thelyr ways, bocause the Lord beholds, heals, and comforts

the contrite through the indwelling of Hls Spirit, Is. 657:17 f.

Cn the basls of repentance God exhorts Hls people to improve
thelr waya, Jor, 33:13 (£6:13). Ohildren of Vod yeara to
keep thelr ways sbtralght through esrmest consideratlon of
God's words, Faalm 118:6.8s David shows how specific this
self-examination 1s by vowing to guard his ways so &s not
to sin with his tongue, Psalm 38:l, Those whose behavior
shows their integrity es God's people {ﬁézqyzéw &7 &kﬁ?7 2
'%“}ﬁﬁ'““%g“vprg) are the blessed, Psalm 1i8:l. The result
of God's gracious work is thet the ways of the righteous are

plessing to Iim as well e to mem, Prov., 15:28 (1637},
(fa',l;gj and the Church of the 014 Testament

For the purposes of this study the further question
needs to be asked whether é%@f' is used in the Septusgint
to denote God's chosen pecple or thely group activity es
the Church of the 0ld Testament.

|
i

|
=a:
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The comnection of S, Fre.” (God's commendments)
with the covenant He established among His chosen people is
e significent starting point.l® The dlsaster resulting from
leaving the way underscores the exclusive relationship, as
described above, 7The covenant reletionship is the continuous
freme of referonce for Israel's walk of life, Psalm 43:18 f.}
Psalm 36134,

Furthermore, the lerger plcture of Uod's dealings with
His poople is viewed zas & Journey, with God as leader, Par=-
ticularly in the accounts of the exodus, the wilderness
wandering, and the entrance into the promised land, God ap=
pears es the gulde who not oniy shows them the physical path
to teke, but directs the entire experience for the spiritual
welfare of the people. Deute 8:2, rcr instanco, reealla for

(4

the people Zwsar 77?;/ mfmx r?}" x;d/d/ar r A’ycé’/ &

ﬁ?ﬁ%y cwﬂ&ftgr’?zy a{?c;zgﬁg: ° 4%ng here is more than

the route; it points to the entire experience as evidence

of God's direction,i? A study of éé;gjg/'; end oSoTe s p
reveals the history of the chosen people &s an account of

God's redemptive leadership. ioses’ song of triumph, Ex. 15:13,
praises God as Leader end Redeemers 2./ ;J/ya.g 777 a"/,m/.rawfxy
i PR, Eol TOL TV d/r zzr’a/;pauéad- David,

efter receiving the promise of an eternal kingdom through

13gen, 18:10; Deut. 111883 26:117; 301163 Jor. 7:23.
I4311nelm Wichaelis, op. Site; Po 49,
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hls seed, extols the incomparable mction of God in clearz.ng
the promised land for lils poople, WJ (:yrf///;y@'ﬂ/ a'z/rd’/
&'ﬂﬁ;fr’f 0 /?/;Z,m@mﬁcgdc mzr.w > dads o psalm 79:10
picks up the samo thought with zﬁdrzﬂf/"ﬁ/f/// s 8nd 79:8«4
refers Lo God ms the constent Shepherd of His people, the
greclous One who dwells between the cherubim, God is the
felthiuvl leader who saves Hls own, Paalm 24:5, who redecems
because of His name, Psalm 30:¢ £, (31:3 £4o)o

Particularly lmportant 1s the distinctive behavior
pattern eccording to the Lord's precepts, which receives a
designation wmuch like a proper namea Inl Kings 12:3, Samuel
offers to leed the peoplae: Jg/ éz/ //4-// 7’/7// .cf’agﬂﬁ
717;/ ) ,;v;};,, /t”m’) //,}vr ”yfﬂ,:;/aw. Solomon, in his dedis
cation prayer, expresses confidence that God will be merciful
to His people and show them o « 7?';",6/ ../;JJ};/ 7/‘;y p:d‘,xgé%}y
W‘&La,s:ygﬁﬂr;ﬂ » & Chron. 6327, In Jer, 6:16 the lLord

53 \
through the prophet commends stubborn Israel: Z 757 <7/

\ 4 ~ / ~
7'“{; o grf 8 NH! GP 7‘76« 7 ﬁ/wa /f’c&?ﬂ/@é«’

= \ g g
or/wzfxﬂ.yf Aors S =7 .«722/“ —577»/,7 Jaj A7 ﬂfwéf‘y ’
£
o ETE ;Vayry. e« o o A further example is
Is. 30311, where unrepentant Israelites refuse to hear the

2

instructions of the Lord through the prophet, saying: a7«
/, e ~ 2 \ o~ (y i vd

é??f%ﬁfrf &%ﬂy‘ P a4 7% g:‘:‘g;’ﬁé/ myr,?j v & v The

term ;ﬂcJé— a’g,),,fg/g/y , Psalm 118:30, bears the stamp of
God's authority as the genulne pattern of behavior,15 and

1B1bid., pe 52
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seema %o be @ somewhat stylized designation of the belisver's

woy of life, in contrast to the unbeliever's pattern,

H

-
number of passeges place 4&{@7 in closer connection
with a religlous group. Is, 30¢ll indicates that the restored

people of God will be sble to withstend the idolatrous des

o e f*’, ey 2
ceivers who say, fQAGﬂj,ﬁhﬁaﬂﬂf ? znﬁg%?&ﬂﬁayazfp' &=

az;(g?a o « o Wisdom of Solomon 5387 illuastrates how obe-
dience to Yod'a precepis ls directly joined with membership
in God's chosen people: at the Judgement the unbelieving
fools of this world will finelly see¢ the Lord's purposes ful=-
filléd in the virtucus men they have abused. Ihe foole will
esk in amagement how this man has come to be counted smong
the sons of Uod, having his lot among the seints, 5:8. <“he

fools G£P1aim9 &70ﬁ duvf)ﬁva7¢q7/ N ﬂ%ﬂﬁ odos av%yi%%if

\
o o o ﬂ?%ﬁéfAh/" ’/ﬂfﬁf?%¢Q55£;/&é7’ izﬂyy/ai/‘A&r/ P #r%

} pd - / Ve \

/‘Ls)c/ /(/Jru« O ALLEY ,f//,//ﬁj (ﬁ’/jﬂf&’j » T Jc:
\ . ~ ¥ )

&u 5:9/ Acfbros” e = <.-.;:j'//5c/.f.4¢£t/a 6:€ £

A number of peussagesa from Iselah use ;éﬁf;ain sonnection
with the return of God's people in the ilessianic ege. Cod
will prepare & highwey for them just ss Ne led the Isrselites
out of Egypt, Is. 11:16; He will lead His people in joyous
vindication, clearing the wey before them and before the
Savior.who establishes the Hew Jeruselem, Is. 62:10. The
Lord, whose wey is ’ﬁ””égﬁf ; prepares the way for the godly,
those who ahere in the Messianic kingdowm, Is. 86:7 f. This
passage poinbs to God's role as teacher, 2 function explicltly



%

atated In Ts, 42:18, The liew Way upon which the dispersed
willl return involves their whole beh wvior, Is. 36:8; their
way is cleansed ihr ough the Lord that gatha“'ed them: z,ﬁc/
éf;mz Jzzf e r,c:?a /(tar/ éJﬁJ ord'm' /(/7//977 -

CEFHC o o o« OEBE Bbrne ERES ﬁd.g,r orar«é’ar(ar 2/ o
The renewal of God's people is definitely described in
Jer, 38:38 £, (32:38 f,), where Cod promisea to zalablish an

Ve Sar y )
everlasting covenant: Ao/ fg-’,:ﬂ//?z'{( LL L0 é’_// /;,wg,, s

NS ” o~ ’ e \ e
RAS Efper) ESoccat mEFDIf Spf Crors kAar Szsw
T8 i SN s s BN e
REFlf Pdor FTELHV Kw! Kapdidr srELAS
/ s K -~ 7~ \ /
%’()’ ’cs{.ﬁ:?:’,;‘:'{fﬂ’?f‘:c' il & Wﬁﬁ}'j 7'&!/ p’f/;ﬁrf‘(é'&fj ¢ o o @
7 2
Jer, 12:16 employs cﬁgeff in yeferences to the worship
end confession of God's own, in contrest to the worship of
the heathen, *he Lord promises to restore the evil neighbors

of Israel end incorporate them among the chogen people, if
they m....l repent and confeas es Israel: f?ra( s-fm\';/
wﬁ’&r;’{y e m??o@w/ 7:7/ ﬂo(w/ TP Aol oz oo
424’/&’///’ 72».»/ Grdicars cor Z5 5 A’%;/ of Ko, _‘J
éJ/Ja Fav 779// Aady o d/a viimre 727 /a’ﬂﬁ e

r?//rﬁaa//zf y@‘a.wzc ¢ =4 ,42&5:) 7o Aaos coze The

parallel in J‘er, 10:8, waranlng against the ways of the heathen

(odols 7ir FByaw 1 T NAFT §2F) substantiates the
meaning as religloua culius.

It should be noted ﬁhat Axos 8:l4, often cited s a
similar instance, is not valid for the study of f:/;?j/ .

The Hebrew reads ) T—.l\.l,.»‘“ “ND TT—‘S “TT» translasted by the
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Septuaging -.‘éfg(fgajgay 2 é,yfgﬁréfgg. evidently parallel
to the lumedistely preceding gz~ a‘ﬁgé cors Davl }"_"'_V
'?]"‘3'3"{?% '"7:_%'), Hichaelly belisves ‘?S‘“';}"{-\'eaanceivably

gould nave the mesning Kulburform, REulbus, but prefesrs the

alternate reasding %3‘}77&'(&1191@,-&31{::;).15 3ince the other
posaible translation of j“‘}":_(‘ ea Journey is vory difficult
in this confext, the concluaion ls valld that the pasaage
has no relevance for the &?f:f?j/ concept, regardless of what
the Hebrew text originally waa,

& final exampleo ls llcah 4:1-05, whilich deplets the Heaslw
anic age when all natlons will c¢ome to the mountaln of the
Lord, to the House of Jacob, and when CGod will show them how
to walk in liis way, 5:2:, As the conbext shows (Mgé,-;ﬂ s
/)ﬁé}itﬁj /{&{f-“’/g:f’ Jo God's way here refers to instructions
for the behavior of His people, However, more ls lmplled
than pewrformance of precepta; the wey of the Churech iz a
total life and confession of the Lord, Iilcah 4:5 describes
the perfect polse of God's peoople in the New Age, as they
stand out prominently in contrast to the unbellisving worlds
S5 meerey 2f daor rrepsieorrun Fhnaror T
é;;:;‘;s\// oo 1 ‘\'*jj"?N "EJUJZL uj"sﬁfltfmgi}' S
77'@“_556/4'&.2; £n £y Sroecars A?/ﬁ/ﬁ/‘;/ ool gy
5/} 72;:/ a*/w’"//d /rbr) éfﬁ'fgfll/a( o The Septuagint rendering

./ :
of "in the neme of his God® with a'jg , parellel to the

1611)1(1.‘ s Pe 48,
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Journey of God's pecople "in the name of the Lord" indicates

o/
that 423%3’,tcok on the meaning of the distinctive confession

ané 1life of the Church ia the 0ld Testament.

These exawples by no wmeans outline a nest, progressive
evolution of the terum 45J%jf through a certaein stage to the
next steage, They do provide evidence that Ai%%i, a3 God's
precepts, followed by Hls pecple, became the besls of &
distinctive way of life, 1ln contrast to the ungodly, as in
Pgalm l:l.¢. In a few caeses the term designates the cone

feasion end life of the lessianic Church of God



CHAPTER IIX

THE CONCEPT CF THE WAY IN THE PSEUDEPIGRAPEA
AND I¥ RABBINIC LITERATURE

Host instances of tééﬂgf in the Pseudepigraphsa show the
direct influence of the 0ld Testament, since sl:wst all of
them find close parallels in the Septuagint.l The same range
of meanings ls found in the Pseudeplgrapha ss in the 0ld
Testamant; including the literal uses snd the transferred
senses auch as behavior and asctions on the part.ot man, 8s
well as the plens and works of God.2 One of the most promi-
nent uses is éﬁéﬁ)(f?%g%§?, denoting God's precepts. #Michaelis
states with particuler emphasis:

Vor allem hat der fuer des AT so bedoutsame Segriff

dey dem Menschen von Gott gebotenen Vege, gggiggsgb :

Gottes, seinen festen FPlatz_behalten: Jub 5,13; 2 £3

Jub 21,2; 4 Her T,84s o o »

There are occasional references to the way, andi & number
of occurrences of such phreses as way of tne Lew, wey of

pighteousness, wWay of truth, and straight waxe4 The concept

of the Two Ways as found in the early Christien ora, however,

s
d5ilnela Hichaelis, © 4ﬂ£é; »" Toeologisches WHoerter-
buch zum Heuen Testament, edited by Gerhard EIEE@I (Stutt-
garce We Ronlhammer verliag, 1948), V, B6. Hersafter this
work will be referred to as Theologisches Woerterbuch.
21pid,
S1bld., pe 57e

41bnid.
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does not find exact perallels. A number of references place
two ways in contrast to each other, but they are never ex-
plicit antithesis of the way of salvation es opposed to the
way of death caused by unbelief, There is no widespread
usage in Jewish inter-Testemental literature comparable to
that in the 0ld Testament, where the contrast between be-
lievers and unbelievers stems specifically from J/ﬁf in
the sense of behavior.®

In rebbinie literature i) 7¥ commonly refers to the
group of the falthful or to heretical sects, Strack-Biller-
beck cites the exegesis of H, Jochanan b, Hurli concerning
the fate of blasphemers and heretics:

e o o die sich von den Wegen der Gemeinde (der Gesamt=

heit) abgesondert haben, wie die iinim (Haeretiker) u.

die Abtruennigen u. %16 Denunzianten u, die Heuchler u.

die Epllkureer. o o »

This use of "\ ™. {7\ "X finds parallels in phrases

such as "the ways of the Semaritens,"? end the frequent

designation '"‘"w.‘bs\“ RN AT\VX, "the ways of the Amorites."8

lore explicit 1s "s‘"\'}'ijs}_f ]“’1"'{, "another--," i,e,, "a

heathen way,® applied by R. Jehuda (eircum 150 B.C.) to the

person who offers a hymn of preise to the sun,®

S1bid., p. 58

6Hermenn Strack end Paul Bfmllarlmmk:z Kommentar g
Neuen Testament aus Telmud und X¥idrasch (kuenchen: o He
BeckTsohe Verlagsbuohhandlung, 1926), 1l, 19 f.

71bid., I, 539.
8Ibid., II, 690,
®1pid,
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It should be noted that elthough "3’*"\."'\' appears in
contexts which are specifically religious end cultic, the
term deoces not aeppear in an absolute sense, designating the
congregation of the falthful.

To £111 out this survey of the way concept in the inter-
Testamental period, a brief reference should be made concern=
ing Phllo's use of the term. He employs ﬂy/’j/ often, but
without the rich theologlical connotations of the 0ld Testament,
giving it rather an anthropocentric flavor, deseribing man's
sscent to God.0 In fact, the Septuagint contsins no pointas
of contact for his peculiar emphaaea.ll

10;41helm iichaelis, " ,o}’f? . Theologiaehaa Woerter-
buch, V, 656, £ '

1lipia,



CEAPTER IV
. IN THE HEW TESTAMENT

Parallels and Contrests to New Testament Usage in

Greek end Vorld Literature

Profene Greek took the literal meaning rosd, strest,
and developed the derived mesning, journey.,l It imployed a
veriety of figurative uses, including means, manner, and pro-
cedure.® EHvidently there were not meny references of 45#%5{
to a pattern of lifej éiﬁf}«;ﬁé;f usually meant simply,
conduct .

In philosophic, scedemic usage, ¢iJ%f‘ was used to des-
ignate & method of investigation or a system of knowledge.%
Cremer cites Luclan, Hermotim., 46, es an instance of 4&55;
in the sense of philosophic system or sghool,.b

The picture of the Two Ways occurs in mythological liter-

ature, as for instsnce in the Prodicus Fable, but as lMichaells

o :
- Liilhelm iicheelis, " /7 ,® Theolegisches Woerter-
“bueh zum HNeuen Tssgameni, adited by Gerhard Kittel !squEL
gart: W. Kohinemmer Verlag, 1948), V, 43, Hereafter this
work will be referred to as Theologisches WHoerterbuch.

21b1d., p. 48.
31b14,
41b1d,

| SHermann Cremer, Bilblico-Theological Lexicon of New
Testament Greek, transicted from the second edition by
WiliTem Urw i k (Edlnbursha T, & T, Clark, 1878), p. 444.
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maintaina, there 1s no reason to suppose that such material
plays a rols in the emergence of the Judsio-Christisn uses
of the expression,®

The fact thet the ploture of the way was current in
Greek religlous terminology as well as in religions throughe
out the world {Buddhism; Chinese Tao concept) by nc mesns ime
plies & connection between them. As iHicheelis concludes:

Dieses naheliegende und leicht verstaendliche Bild bot

s8ich eben vieler Orten und durchaus unabhaengig voneine

ander von selbst an, wenn es galt, geistige Vorgaenge

und rel%gioea-ethiaohe Entwicklungen anachaulich zu
machen.

Usea of Z/2  in the New Testament
= 4

P

fﬁgﬂj in the Hew Testewent is used a number of times
in the literal sense, in some instances with noteworthy
theological implicetions.® There are a few passages which
show direct Hebrew influence, such as the prepositional use
in Mett, 4:16.9 |

Various transferred uses appear in the New Testament,
many of them parallel to the Septuagint. HMatt, 3:3, refer-
ring to John the Baptist's preparation for tha coming Messiah,

6§1lhelnm Michaells, " S/, ,° Theologisches Woerter-
buch, V, 46, '

vIbld‘, Pe 47,
aIbidi, PPe 66 £,

Svalter Bauer, GriechischeDeutsches Woerterbuch zu de
Schriften des Noueﬁ Testaments und der %ebriggn uroﬁi!?t%%o%on :
» dp

er
ILiteratuy (Fourth eaition; Gieszen: Al Toepe

eol, 1005,
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plcks up the thought of Is, 40:3. Luke 1:79, using 0ld Tests-

ment figures, describes the realization of sslvation in
Christ as a way of peace, James 1:8 spealks aimply of man's
behavior. Hebrews 3:10 quotes Psalm 94:10 (Septuagint),
where 4%%%? denotes God's commands,

Several passages preaeht unusual uses of the term, and

deserve special attentlion, In Matt, 7:13 £f., Jesus pictures

the striking contrast of the Two Ways, Careful study reveals

-
~
L,

that ;754%? and cﬂﬁf} are synonymous pilctures, indicating
that the person who enters the gate has already previously
attained the goal, thst of entrance into the kingdom.10
55{qﬁ' thus signifies the means of entrance,}l Although
the picture of the Two iWlays wes ocurrent in contemporary
Judaism, Christ took simply the form of the picture for the
special content of this passege,i?

John 14:6 gives Jesus' self-designetion as 4 SJ7 .
1% is noteworthy that here again the words are directed to
the disciples in connection with their sharing in the king-
dom, Hichaelis sums up the significance of the passage:

Jesus und nur er allein ist fuer seine Juenger der
Weg zum Vater, well nur er slas Sohn seines Vaters

7
d0yiinelm Hicheelis, " 4£J%y »" Theologisches Woerter-
huch‘ V, 178, 7

' : - 2
ll1bid., p. 76« Note especially the phrases »~ s=/L =
Eg,raﬁa}rpm. f:f/ s m/);-.éj- » T:13, end 0/‘pfzx‘p ﬂﬁ'd’dﬁfﬁ?y ac7T814.

121bid., pe 73s
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Vollmacht het, sie in des Heus seines Veters mlitzunehmen,id
There is no need to look for extra«bBiblical sources for the
word plcture, since the context clearly illuminates the pere
AouTat Wnenos the expression,+% |

Another étriking denignetion of Christ as 4@§§: 0=
curs in Heb, 10:20. The pessage portrays Christ s the way
to CGod, but the accent is not primerily eschatological qé
in John 14:6.,18. ‘There 1s no particular reason for beliaving
thet the expression in Heb. 10:20 developed from John 14:8;
ths Hebrews passage emerges frox the immediste context, 9:8,
as well as from the entire tabernescle picture, and is peculler
te ths writer.i®

1 Cor, 12:31 should also be considered. ~Paul prefaces
his hyma to ;‘;{)’of?;?; withs Ao/ 5;/ /f«ﬁ"&/??’fg’%é’ﬂﬁ P
5ﬂdkbf 52%42?'c£57?;14V3%6 « The context shows that he cane
not refer to a mesns of obtaining gifts of the 3pirit. The

best interpretation is "menner and way of l1life, conduct, or

behavior."17

131bid., pe 8. :
-1'4Ibido, pe 83,
lsIbidg, Pe 86.
181pn1d,, p. 88.
s
lvﬂemnm Cremer, OPp- clt., Pe 444, mchaelis. L th‘j.'
eolozisches @Woerterbush, V, 89, follows Brachmann, taking
%t in the sense of ". . . der Weg, zu dem Ziel zu kogmeu, das
man enderweltlg Guroh jenes 7/Aes) srreichen will." This

' goal, however, is variously interpreted and vague.
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£ Peter 2:2 presents o~/ in a sense difficult %o
esteblish: o/ czf} y Z5or )i m?)/,mfiisyé} GAns gy ce 4w
5§%ﬁ;g£7ﬁfc » 1% i8 not certein thet dostrine ls meant, Pere
haps i1t is used in the Old Testament sense of behavior, perale
lel to 2 Petey 2:15, which employs éﬁﬂ%ﬁr to denote the evil
exemple of Balsam, 1n contrast to the upright way,i8

Theses semples indicate the wide range of transferred

rd

meanings of cfﬁgﬁ‘ found in the Hew Testament, aud show

frouuent commectlions with Jeptuagint usage. & similar range

o 2 / 1
end contest with the (ld Testament appears in the ﬁé;Q§[ |

references in the Book of fctss

s

P g ;
<7 4n the Book of Acts

-

of the nincteen pocurrences of 455%?‘ in Acts, seven
ere litersl uses: the rosd on which Philip met the Ethioplan
Eunuoh, 8:26; 8:36; the road on which Feul saw Christ, 93117;
91273 and wverious journeys, 81593 25:3; B6:13s

hote £186 couteins Feter's quotation froa Fsalm 1618-11
{(Septuegint): 4;v%zé;/zgﬁj,azaa’¢£¥"fa‘ Zﬁﬂé?i o o s v Ale
though the uasoretioc end Septuagint texts indicate the meaning
of Lehavior according to God's commends, lLuwe applies it to
Chyristla pesurrection, pointing to the mesns by which He ate

tained life,3®

e~/ " :
18451neln wichaelis, ® 2/z; »" Iheologisches loerter-
bEﬁ!i. v, 80,

1915120’ Pe 88,
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Acts 14:16 refers to God's previoua attitude toward the
¢ =
behavior of the heathen: y} « o ElqsEy ;72\7:/;% 74\(
.3/ 3 N 5 ,6‘-1 -~ « o’ P P~
ECpy TepsEslne Fnsp SOl ATy e
In Acts 13:10 Paul curses Elymas: 4@5;zﬁ¢éé7cﬁ2mg%z;;%@y

\ G Nt 1o - 2 e
TH [ Tdocy Tee aipfroc se/fE/Ar « o« o o« The use of

\ e
(n,,af ﬁgﬂﬁagﬁg to denote behavior commanded by God has

strong precedent in the Septuagint and gives good sense here.

Further study, however, of such passages as Hosea 14:10

{Septuagint) opens the inviting possibility that God's plans
and activity in His kingdom are mesnt.20 In the light of
the context (Elymas! attempt to thwart Pesul's work) this in-
terpretation seems best.

Acta 16 17 records the words of the slave girl at Phi-

11pp1: ooy o¢ n,-//r‘/ T dolAoe 7ol Eros vol

/1

1% «//576‘z_/ & //) // ° //z //5-’{ AXNTAyFE /)) FLE «’/{«,f‘/;/
ﬂJﬁi G TP fok J » The fact thet Luke was an eyewltness
of this incident, Actes 16:16, increases the probability that

e i) s
the words are a literal account. ﬁafg ca7yeray 18 best

taken &3 the means of salvation, probebly with emphasis on

the spiritusl.®:
e, v
The Problem of af’c?’f’f in Acts

lMost significant in Aots ere the unmod;fied uses of

201b1di’ De ol.

2lp, ¥, Bruce, The Aota of the Apostles (Second edition;
London: Tyndale Press, 1962), PPe 2 ﬁ—m‘
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;Jajs 9125 10:9; 10:23; and 24122, The aifficulty of
interpreting these was felt already in the early Church, as
oevidenced by the attempt in the caae of each passage to amend
the text with a modifying demonstrative or genitive.22 There
aye four instances where é”d’zg{/ is modified either by 722
f(z/g’/.é;;:-f‘ (or Fs02), 18:26; 18126, or by demonstratives,
g2:4; 24:14.

Acts 18:26 f., the account of Apocllos' arrival in Ephe-

sus, presents exegetical difficulties: aéfff/ 45; An 72y -

5 B i ezt el o~
&f?.,’.{‘:-‘.‘: & ’i ?‘,;'7/» [‘..r("é;;, F"_?(:f f‘f{é’é(/‘/ﬂf/; fkﬁ-’/ EV/I/ 7—6‘”
St N S NE) e s il \
TVEL e 7T EAXASr snr sSedsnsy Rhge Belf T&
\ n A ~ y ya o L\ 2 7
el 728 L 160y ETISTNACENE L2V PV 72 7 Jar 77 76 480

.:72},*:{’;/.%&-/. s o o When Aquila and Priscilla heer him, ¢« o o«
~ ’ 7 \ ; \ 7 ; 2 /f X & J ~

TEo5E A Borre aisz2l AX/S RAZHDE6 7608 al7es

P X g 3

EF EC sy 7o ;f‘/!?/f (f'ég’f"ﬂ FoL &’:"2’49.,;5”. The epparent contradic-

tion between Apollos! knowledge of the way of the Lord and

his need for indoctrination is somewhat resolved by the as-

sumption that Apollos had deep insight into God's plan of

salvation as revealed in Christ, but that he needed instruc-

tion concerning Christian baptisms The curious contrast be-

” Feo); el o and the
tween s iprdey eNA NAP L EEeTELOr however,

4 o
oryptic phrase 779} 77'2"(-‘:’\/ r Z;j’éiﬂ&’ render the passage

22james H. Ropes, "The Text of Acts,” The Acts of the
Apostles, edited by F: J. Foakes Jackson and Kirsopp lake

London: Maciiillan and Co,., Ltd., 1926), III, 83.
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uncertain,

S
In both 18:26 end 18126 ~J7; no doubt denotes God's

o o o mit 'Weg' des Herrn bzw Gottes ist daa Heillshandeln,
der Hellsplan Gottes gemeint, der Weg, den er, wle die
JreZas” (18184) es lehren und rur 7Ees Fod Lo
(l8:25) es offenkundigz gemacht haben, gegangen 1st und
eingeschlagen hat,

|
i
|

redemptive activity, as liichaells interprets:

Lake and Cedbury try to meke & case for the meaning Chris-

tisnity, on grounds that at least in 18:26 the textual evi-

dence favors omission of the genitive.24 Rather, the attempts

to omit »». s in 18:26 indiecate that the qualifying

genitive must stend as the more difficult, but well attested

and understandable reading.

The problem of the unique use of Aé@@f in Acts comes
into foecus in 24314, where Paul, before Felix, replies to

\
Tertullus' charges of insurrection and sacrillege: . « «A@7x

83y11nelm uichaelis, " Aiﬂéf »" Theologisches Woerter-
buch, V, 94.

24K1r80pp Lake and Henry J. Cadbury, "English Transla-

tion and Commentary,” The Acts of the Apostles, edited by
FP. J. Foakes Jackson and Kirsopp Lake (London: Macifillan
and Co,, Ltd,, 1926), IV, 2832, Ropes, in his discussion of
the text, op. cit., p. 178, presents the witnesses D end d
for this omission, snd urges that the shorter reading be
edopted in line with the other unmodified uses in fAotas. He
re jects the opinion that 727z was emended to oon{ormato
these passages, arguing that the similar reeding (rezl A&/=
2/7.~ , 18126, is left intect in all menusoripts. Sowever,
he plausible explenation can be offered that in 18126 odof
with 1ts modifier vz~ F=0s forms e close parallsel to 18125,
end thus sccentuates the eppsrent contradiction between
Apollos! knowledge of the way and his need for instruction.
This would be cauase enough for emendation, The dissenting
witness of the Western tradition i1s hardly conclusive.

T e Tha e



X 8
VQ%V zgdkif 4;> )igg;ﬁﬁqﬁnu azéﬁ%&s//f 4?45§%fz; A%xPEVgaizj 7%3
;Zﬁr?ﬂgdél eﬁ%%%;? » zﬁﬂgfﬁyaag;ﬁf 7 722/ A7 ;rz;y
Vdﬂ({/}ﬂ;‘/ o 7Elf £y ﬂ‘éﬂé/@;f?;:ﬂy ffjﬁ‘ﬂﬂ_;b&;ﬁgn Lo,
Aots 24:14 ilmplies that what the Christiana designete
as 4&.&%&?? is celled @?é;ifézy by the oppouents, dichaelis
contends thab &1ﬁhoﬁgh éﬁé;é%ay" 1s used in 24:15 to denote
the Cheisgtians; 1t camot have that meaning here:
o o o Ga dana auch gﬂiéf sich suf die Chrilsten als
Gomolndaghalt bezlshen mueszte, was schwer mosglich
schaint.®
This presupposition, not further eclaborated, is probably
baaed on the lack of conclusive evidence for the origin of
such a usags of ¢ﬁ;%§fo Yot this 1s begging the guestion
end ignoring the context, Another possible reason for
fiichoelis' asssumption is that aﬂ{;;?iy" would hardly be
used to desipgnate an heretical group such as the Christlans.
Although 1t 1is true that Josephus uses ;néé;%zy' to denote
gects within Judalsm (Essenes, ete.), rebbinlc literature

toward the end of the Pirst Century uses the term ] S

to denote = sect, malc gensu, &n heretical party.25 To say,

£
as sichaslis does, that in 24:14 Luke is uaing APES S in

e somewhat abstract sense of "lenre, anschauung,“37 is %o

| / ik
25#1lnelm slchaelis, " 4%{2} ," Theologlisches Woerter-
bugh, V, 93,

2 o =
26peinrich Schlier, " aq%ﬁgtty",“ Theologisches Wgerter-
buoch, I, 180,

2%7yslter Bauer, ope. cit., col. 1007,
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dlsregerd 24:5, in which Teortullus, representing the Jewish

L
officials, describes Paul as . ¢ o J%ﬁzaﬂﬂé7zywzf e o o

74 v e @'%’ﬁ’ééﬁfﬂéjf" ﬂ/}?&—'é;&g/o It muat not be fore
gotten that Faud is answering the cherges of Tertullus, and
therefors, & change in meanlng of “255;%37’ between the two
vefersnces requires & strong contextual evidence., Such evi-
dence is not apparent. In fact, the closely 1inked.2dq?%524
denoting the activity of totel dedlcation to God as His
possesgion might be more essily counscted with the vivid
concept of God's people in action then with & "way of thought®
or "teaching." gi%{g in 24:14 therefore, parellel to the
deslgnatlon in 14:5 na 2 group of Christians, refers to the
members of the Church, emphasizing thelir historic connection
with the 0ld Testament Church, end their dedicaticn to God
and witness to men as exemplified by the Apostle Paul,

That (%iéf in £4:22 has the seme meaning is difflcult
to demonstratg gconclusively., After Paul had presented his
defense, Felix deferred ection: %ff/é’aﬁgfa Sz ﬂ't;fﬂ_a;j
e PG, a?(f/éfgérggar g/’dkfz\J TR TTESS 79
£32:7y o « « There is little in the context to indicate
whether 4%§é§f nere connotes the distinctive teachings of
Christisnlty or the history of Christisns in action since
Pentecost. FPerhaps both are included, without particular

7
coloring,28 The fact thet Luke uses 45&%9’ uamodified slso

I \ \ ) 2
£87ne uses of the phrese 7& 7EE7 o o + L4604 in
Aots 18:25; 28:31, snd Luke 24:19.287 indlcate that it may
be colored in either direction by tho context.
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in 24:14, pert of the seme account, seems to urge that the
same basic meaning holdas true for 24:22--the group of people
comprising the sect of the Naparenes,
Several times /JJ/EJ oocurs in connection with Paul's
persecution of the Christlans. Acts 9:2 desoribes Saul's
vehemence agelnst the disciples of the Lord: 7720&65/)44@4&'

2 ] 3 /
Tz/) AEYE g E7 ,-;; jen7o 7HE' RorDL Wé?‘&/?ﬁ'r E.-,

A»; /,/a»,f'f I ﬂ/C;' ?"/g ((/Mrfgmdr,-y § 55721:;)- 2o Frvetf
5(—(‘0// 77 & o (‘/ ‘-f’dr « A group of Christiens is de-'
scribed as belonging to, belng a part of the Way. Here again
there seems to be no partlicular ‘flavor in the term. A sim=-
iler instance 1s 22:4, although in this case ﬁ;fé is modi-
fied. Paul addresses the mob which tried to seize him oute
side of the 1eznple, emphasizing that he also is & Jew, « «

o b
ﬂ/{ 7;,4«/// 247 ;r/;v/ pgfﬁ;/ J/af/g'a’. pr)(/fﬁ/ %f&’/ﬂ'i"ﬂy,

Jé@é/&(/wz/ V.04 /721(-«&0//(&] d/fdgay “« s o A’.ﬂ’/\
Jy/"""//“"f"jf e o s« o« The particular emphasis is that the
Way is e group which 1s naturally opposed by Jewish authorl-
ties and persecuted ignorantly in the name of God. fa‘&/g’/;/
indicates the obvious antagonism ageinst Christianity (its
members and teachings) which has caused thls violence against
Paul, Py

Two more passages complete the study of é’oﬁﬂj in Acts,
Paul, after coming to Ephesus and teaching in the synagogue,
finds opposition, 1919: de}fffz?/’i_j FerAnpdvorre

y > o~ \ €~ T
Kat) Hjrrei Eorr wnwoloyolvrey 7wy doy Svamior
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7025 7724/ Pory « « + + 1n 19123 Demetrius, deploring the
effects of Paﬂi's preaching ageinst heathen practices, stirs
up & mob against Paul: JE;/g/;:g 7 575\ ST TOr /m:/(ﬂﬁﬂ
Sqsivor r&%Qﬁnia?'49a3f'4i41;%fy 7EEl Fy Sdo,
There is an interesting contrast between the two: 19:9 de-
scribes the oppeoslitlion of Jews from the synagogue, who rejec=-
‘ted Paul's preaching of the Messienic kingdom, while 19:23
relates the opposition of Greeks trying to protect thelr
vested interests in traditional Artemis worship. In both
cases ;ﬁﬁh{: is unmodified, aeppearing es & commonly accepted

designetion for the Christian proclamation.
o/
Possible Scurces of &kﬁf{ in Acts

The six special uwses of .ﬁégéf in Acts stand unparel-
leled in the New Testement, snd raise a number of questions
concerning the origin of the expression, First, does the
term (as applied to Christianity) originate among the Jewiash
opponents of the Church, or 1s it a self-designation by the
Christiens? Acts 24:14 implies & definite contrast between
4idéjf and ¢z%?éﬁg<)-, the name applied by Jewish opponents.
It seems valid to infer that é&’ff wes & torm used first
of all by the Christiens themselves. The fact that é%ﬁfy
is described as the object of Jewish persecution in 9:2 end .
19:9, snd that it is described as the natural target of
Judaism, 28:4, does not warrant the conclusion that it ori-

ginated emong the enemies of the Church or that it wes used
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perticularly by traditional Jews., It is significent that
the account of Jewish opposition in Ephesus, 19:9, is fol-
lowed by a description of pagan plots ageinst thne Way, end
that both accounts use the identiocsal unmédifiad form of .
This leads to the conclusion that .Jdéj( as used by Luke does
not imply that it is & schism from Judeism; the term seems
to be an accepted tag for Christienlty, without particular
colorlng in itself, Acts 24:22,

The further question then is ralsed: to what extent is
the unigue use of ¢5}@j( due to Luke's and Paul'’s vocabu-
lary, end to whet extent does 1t represent a common desig-
nation among the members of the early Church? Although Paul
fails to use both &%@j{ and Aﬁ?Vawﬂﬂ//in his epistles,
we cannot infer from sllence that he did not use the term

« Acts 24:14 represents Paul's use of it in his ad-
dress before Felixz. This eye-witness account by‘Luke Pro=
bably gives a condensed, but falrly literal transcription of
the original words ,2¢

Oonceivably, the unique usage of éi%%;r might be &

particular favorite of Luke's, but his casual use of the ex-

pression six times within the Book of Aots without explanation

29y, F, Bruce, The Spesches in the Acts of the Apostles
London: Tyndale Press, HNeGe)s Ds 27, concludes that
+ s« o the speeches reported by iuke are at least falthful
epitomes, giving the gist of the documents used. Even in
summarizing the speeches, Luke would naturally introduce
more or less of his own atylej but in pgint of fact it fre-
quently seems to be the less, not more.
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presupposes thet Theophllus understands it, and probably

indicates a common term In the Apostolic age.

7z
How can we account for the emeprgence of ¢59%y' in this
unlque sense? Bauer describes the use of éb%f’ in bota:

von deyr gesamten religloesen u, sittl. Lebensart, 4,
Richtung, d. Lehre im umfassendsten Sinn (Lucien
Hormot, 46  od. v. do Lehre o, Philosophenschules ¢ o @
nach d, Lehre die sle e¢. Schulmelnung nennen AG 24,14,
e o o Wonn &y Leute {inden sollte, die sich zu der
Lehre hilelten, 9,8, . « s dleass Lehre verfolgen 22,4

¢« » o« €3 enstand e, Uanruhe ueber d, Lehre 19,23 . %"
um was ea slch bel der Lehre hendelte 24,22 « o ¢

His consistent translation as "Lehre" and his reference to
Lucien seem to indicate s derivation frop Greek philosophic
usage. OCremer suggests thet the reference in Lucian is quite
probably linked with Acts 24:14,%} iicheelis, however, findas
this hypothesis very weak:

Wenn sus Luc Hermot 46 wirklich geschlossen werden darf,

desz oS~ selne Bdtg (philosophisohe) listhode zur
Bdtg 3 atéﬁ bzw Schule erweitert het, so stuende dieser

Gebravch doch vereinzelt da, und euszerdem mueszie es
als wenlg wahrscheinlich gelten, dasz Lukas durch eine
im philosophischen Bezirk sufgekommene Verwendung von
Fdor veranleszt worden sein sollte, die christliche

Botschaft els Weg zu beszelchnen,

Another source may be the sayings of Jesus soncerning
4?‘&%%§f in John 14:8 or in Matt. 7:13, The traditional
theory that the early Church took Jesus! self-designation

S0jalter Bauer, pp. git., col. 1007
Slpermann Cremer, 0p« Site, Do 444

S2y11helm MNichaelis, " 5££b/ s" Theologisches Hoerter-
buQ" V. 950 .
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and applied 1t to itself 5eems almost too neat and arti-
ficial, iHatt. 7:13 f. appeara Lo be 2 more likely possibie
lity, since it connects more closely with the Two Veys cone
copt of current Judaism,3d Although both of these sayings
of Chrlist appear in contexts of discipleship, thelr connec-
tion with the Acts referencss to the Church is not clear
and concluasive,

The remaining possibility is that the 014 Testament or
rabbinic literature, or the two in combination, are responsi=-
ble for the pecullar usage in Acts, Zahn polnts especilally
to the current rabbinioc term,ts“}sg 3‘f}"§, aaserting that
it forms a link with such 0ld Testament passages as Gen. 19:31j
Psalm l:l; Prov. 12:16; and Amos 8:14,%% It 1s questionable
whether this axpression forms a strong link, since 1t doés
not carry specifically religious, cultic signifiecanco, nqr
- designsats a particular group.

Perhaps the simplest explanation for the use or'diﬂéf

.
1n Acts is the Septuagint, in wnlch 454%7’ references are

337, NHewton Flew, Jesus and His Church (London: Ep-
worth Press, 1951), pe 11l5s The Hatt, 7115 £. passage car-
ries the strong tone of exclusiveness, characteristic of
the Church es e wminority group. <Jhe early Christian commu-
nity was ssutely conscious of its role as God's only pqople,
Acts 2340, and so the term is a plausible self-designation,
s well as a poasible term of contempt by proud Judalsm
end synoretistic paganism. Why this designation abruptly
disappeaved, especially if the enemies had been using 1t,
is diffiocult to say.

S4pnandors Zahn, Die Apostelgeschichte des Lucas {Loip~
zig: Deichertsche V;fIEEhB%5EEEEQIEEEI-TGEfT:-f:_Egg*
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prominent, Pearticularly the concept of ways cormanded by
God 1s closely relasted to the life of the chosen people.
The Pseundepigrapha reflect this péwerful emphasls als0,39
The difficulty is that later rabbinlec literature lacks parale
lels which lead directly into the special, aebsclute usege in
Bcts. “he most thet can be seid is thet I \7F was used to
designate the mores of certain groups of people, sometimes
with religious connotations,36

The possibility remsins that the early Church derived
its first self-deslgnetion directly from the influence of
the Septuagint, This suggestion becomes more credible when
the role of the Septuagint in the Apostolle Church recelves
full recognition. The use of the Greek 0ld Testament for
its lections, particularly the Psalms and the Prophets, where
5éié; is plentiful, provides the opportunity for freqguent
contact with the term. _ |

As noted in Chapter II, there are a number of Septua-
gint pessages which show God's commanded ways viswed 88 &
digtinctive walk of life., In a few cases, Israel's pattern
of living and corporate worship &ppeer in an absolutized
form, designating the group activity of the 014 Testament
Church. This is not to suggest that the early Churca selzed
upon such passages from the prophets and deliberately gave

555ugru, Pes 20,
361p14a,
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themselves a name, Hore naturally, the members of the Church
could have been aware of the strong 0ld Testament use of
d%ﬁég’ for the dlstinctive behavior which showed their cone
nection wilth God. Certainly the external aigns of corporate
living were very prominent in the early Church, As. L; A
Thornton notes conceraing the fellowship described in Acts 2:42,
their relationship had its voots firast of all in a connection
with CGod, but more then that, it wes a connection with each
other in obvious outwerd menifestations as a reflection of
the new inner life. The sharing of wmaterial goods in the
first congregation, as well es the later collection for the
poor of Jerusalem, are illustrations of this consciousness
of the common 1ife.®7 Hauck gives e similar flavor to the
ternm A‘i%*ﬁfwkké in the Acts 2:42 passage:
In Ag 2,42 bedeutet A@@%zyﬂé:wohl nicht konkret dle
‘Gemeinde, ' die Genossenschaeft der Christen, die sich
noch nicht rechtlich von der juedischen Gemeinde ge-
trennt, aber doch aschon einen Krels eigenster Lebens-
gemeinschaft darstellt, . « » dle Gemeinschaft des
bruederlichen Zuaammenhaltangé das sich im Gemeinde-
leben bewsehrt und auswirkt.
The strong sociological overtones of thls suggested source
of the ﬁ%ﬂi? usage may explain why the term gave way to the
deaignatioﬁ /{?24?77Q¥ﬁ¢9[1, in the post-ﬁ?ostolic age. In
addition to the fact that P/ 7v#/2¢ Was & term per~

petuated by the opponents of the Church, 1t points directly

37L. S. Thornton, The Common Life in the Body of Christ
(Londons Dacre Fress, » P 16.

= .
B8ppiedrich Hasuch, " 4w/ sw///x " Theologlisches Woerter-
buoh, III, £09. AR
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to the Lord of the Church, whereas _J’Jgj 1s very easily
misunderstood as merely another "way of life."

The use of ﬂiﬁffi in verious contexta in Acts shows
how the term which originally emerged from the congregation
in Jerusalem became &8 general designation for Christianity,
sometiges with emphasis upon the distinctive proclamation,
but most often referring to the members of the Church, the

New Israel, in their corporate walk of life.




CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

None of the hypotheses for explaining the unparalleled
uge of 4£ﬁif! in Acts has decislvely powerful support. %The
results of this study indicate thet ths Septuagint offers
more definite polats of contact than the other suggested
sources and provides a more natural line of‘development by
which the early Church could arrive at its self-designation.
Since the full picture of the transmission of the Septuagint
Qnd its use by the early Church is not known, the lack of
solid rabbinic support cannot in itself overrule a direct
transition from Septuaginast to early Church, The primary
role of the Septuagint text in the life of the Apostolic
Church gives this theory of development preponderant weight

of probablility.
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