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external success. John Bidlakei aseiag Rabelaisan artist, 

is a further example ot apparent success turning upon closer 

analysis into real failure. ~.ebbley, an early portrait. ot 

a fascist, l eader, domonatrat.es that exbibitlonist activity 

leads only to d1s1llus1oament. and failure. Spandrell tries 

amorality hero, committing murder to satisfy a craving tor 

artistic accomplishment, and goes out, to the strain ot a 

carefully selected phonograph reooi d, having tri ed unsgo­

cesstully to demonstrate to hirnself that bad is good and 

having ruined Illidge, commgnist rebel against society, by 

leading him into~ murder against his will. Rampion de­

livor s the lons speech towards the end ot the book which 

makes clear Hwcley•s early ballet in the equ111br.1wn of 

balanced excesses, accounting for human frustration, with 

Lawrence, ln t.he tragic predominance ot reason int.he war be­

t ween reason and aense.13 The writer r uarles la a case in 

point: he has the wit. and the ambition to '.ll"ite a story of 

the aiml ess comins together ot many lives, b1.1t. his ael1'•oon­

sc1o W3ness which comes of an over-lnt.ellect.1.1allsm and t.oo 

highly developed c1.1lture leaves him po~erleas ta aot. 

Point counter Point and its aasoolata volumes of �e % �a�a�y % � 

represent. Huxley•s last•dlt.ch effort to find valm,a on the 

human level. He preteo4a in this period to have found an 

13. The fundamental war between reason and aena,e la given 
as the theme or Point Counter Point; this is H1.1xley•s early 
solution. It is expounded systemat1oally in the �e�s % �a�y�s� ot 
this period which are disc11&sed below 1.1nder Huxlay•a bwnaniam. 
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approach to lite 1n being atrlotly buan, wbioh to the 

ear·ly Haaxlay means the avoidance of oo■plet.e aaimallam on 

the one hand aacl of an1 spirituality on the other. In hie 

next, novel Huxley 1a already moving away from t.his early 

position but it la aignlticant ln tb1a diacuaalon for lta 

ut.ter repudiation of applied science as. a source of human 

values. The Victorian ballet in aolance aa guarantealns 

progress was perhaps the most painful fraudulent aource of 

value for the grandson of T. H. Haaxley t.o exhibit, but in 

Brave l!!!, World ha deyotea b1maelt to this subjec~ exclu­

sively. It la a delirious reduct.lo~ absurdum of the pre­

sent day trends of science and acientiam. The world baa 

been completely standardized ln t.he yaa:r of Our Ford 692, 

made safe by solenoe- and psychology aa promoted by the eu­

genist and bebavlorist. Pain has been abolished, disease 

1a unknown, bablea are manllfactured in test.tubes, the word 

•mother" has become obscene. There 1a no deviation trom 

pleaau,re: each social class, alphas. to epa1lona, la cond1-

t.lonad before birth by the BQkanovaky proceaa and ·attar birth , 
. 

by bjpnopaedla, ■cent organs· and teeliea administer to tbe 

senaea, ce>plllatlon is uarestr-1ctad as all woman but tree 

martins pack Malthusian kit~, there ls soma to provide••­

cape from any poealble d1aappo1nt.ment ln a dellrlou■ t.rau-. . . 

mat.le va·cat.lon w1 t.hout effort and wi tbo11t hangover ;--•Yer1-

one le bapplly damned ln t.bis thoroughly ant.1eept1c hell, 

more desolat.e actually t.ban Dant.a••• t.oward •bicb coat.a■• 



1, 

porary aoclet.y la travelling at, t.op ■peed. Here •everJ­

one belongs to everyone else• and t.be only crime la to be 

individual or alone. In bringing •bapplneaa• to men, uu-
' t,~pha Uond explains to the ~avage, a primitive who 1a an-

able to survive 1n t.he ·brave nan ~orld, tbe science of 
. . . 

mechanism has had t.o t, eke God a•ay · from bim., •God ian•.t. . . 
compatible with machinery and sc1eat.if1c medicine and uni• 

veraai happiness. rou must make your choice.• Vlrt.ae, 
~ 1 

chastity, self-denial, tears are t.be price of Godi tbe 

Brave !!,! \1orld prefers to do t.biaga comfortably. And tbe 

Sava e makes t.be choice that, put.a value on an altogether 
. 

different plane:- "Bait I don•t want. comfort.. I want. God, 
. 

I ~ant poetry, I want. real danger, I want freedom, I want 

goodness. I want sin.• Pressed by uuat.apha ·uond, the &aY• 

age admitted defiantly t.hat he was claiming tbe right to be 
· 14 . unhappy. 

HL1Xley• a Barly Hwnaala■ 

Tbe volmea ot ~•says which preceded or directly _fol.­

lowed Point Counter Point coat.1aue, ot course, wbat Johll 

stracbey called •Haxley,~s aow almost automatlc, geat~• ot 

balding bis aoae• but. they were cblatly preoccupied wltb 

t.be problem ot tbe relation of body aad aplrlt, between in­

tellect, aad tbe other forces 1a maa, between tbe rational 

and aoa-rat.1onal elemenia 1a ba■aa nature. Buley•• earlJ 

14. Of. Brave New World (New York: Harper Bros., 1.932), ----PP• 281ft. 
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contentloa that lntellact, 1■ aot the hlghest power 1n maa 

aad that balance 1a achieved in humaa nat11re by auppreaalns 

the reasoa aad by the unlnblbited expreaalon of the aoa­

ratlonal visceral inatlncta wlthla,15 bla p~oareaa1oa from 

what Kun1t,z and Haycraft, refer to as a "too aaxloualy 1a­

telleotual11 approach to lite to an 11 ant1-1nt,ellectual 11 one, 16 

is important to this study tor its a1aa1t1cance as Huxley•a 

last-ditch stand to find value on the strictly human level 

and then for 1ts 1aatrumental1ty 1n paving the way for hia 

later return to value-seeking on the supra-human level of 

m:, st.1c1sm. 

Proper studies, 192?, makes clear what Huxley wlll later 

vehemently deny, that man•s proper level for study and acti­

vity is maa•-tbe atrictly human level where diversity and noa­

ratlonality are the rule prescribed by peraonality.17 la 

22, E!l!! !2J! !!!!, 1930, Huxley, the complete n1b111st, de­

clares the need to recognize the instinctive, intuitive, 

paaaiona:t,e side of human nat.lU"e, t.o find again t.be pagan v1-

t.al1sm ot t.he Greeka 1n t.he exercise oft.be D1onya1an, Pan1a, 

Phallic forces aa well as t.ba Apollonian and M1nervaa, and ao 

achieve the fully developed hwnanit.y in the modern 1Dduatr1al 

15. The intl11enca of his friend D■ H. Lawrence 1a atroaa 
bare.. Cf. John Hawlay .Robert.a, "Huxley and Lawrence,• 'lha Vir­
s1n1a 911arterly Rev~ew, XIII (1937), 546-5?9 also Henry-:U-ax­
andar, uLawrence and Huxlay,u gueea•a quarterly, XLII (1935), 
96-108. For Hwcley on Lawrence aee alt.her h1a 1nt.roduc.tloa t.o 
the Lett.are of». H■ Lawrence (New York: Viking Presa, 1932), or 
•o. H. LawraiiceT iii The Olive Tree (New York: Harper Bros., 
193?), PP• 203•242. -

16. Twentieth c·entLll'J Allt.hors (N•• York: H. w. Wilaoa co., 
1942), P• 698. 

17. ct. Proper st.udiaa (New York: Doubleday, Doran & co., 
1928), PP• 273-305. 
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state. st. Francia la condemned tor bla reJectlon ·of Yltal 

pbyalcal living, Pascal aa an apostle of deatb vbo feared 

to aelze life fierce~y, Baw:lelalre for bia purltanl■■ turned 

inside out--aubat1~ut1ns debauchery for aacat1c1am, and 

Wordsworth should sea the Jungle and get over b1a Anglican 

pantba1sm18 Ju.at as Swift should have overcome bla u.nnatural 

hatred for the buman body. Men of the renaissance and otbera, 

on the otber hand, are praised for tbelr espousal o·f the in­

creased exercise of tbe vital power ■ la human lite. bpe­

clally 1n the essays "Splnoza•a ~vrm• and •Paaca1•19 la the 

source of modern man's frustration traced to tbls divided-

naaa of human lite which mu.at, attar all, be lived on tba 

human level; and the passing of the ideal ot the Greek■ la 

mourned as it baa beanttclaapollad• by the Chr1at1an tradi­

tion. In a number of abort atorlaa Baxley treat.a brilliantly 

the same theme: •super-buanlty la as bad as •~b-b•aalty• 

be cries la •cbawdron• and ln •Attar tbe Fireworks• become■ 

bitter again that the Homeric ideal ot pagan vltallam wa■ 

sold out to the Platonlata, Stoica, Christians, and, cur­

iously, to the modern mechanlata. 20 

18. Dalohea (.22,. cit., PP• 202-203) seea la HIIXley•a 
cr1t1c1a■ of wordswortbT'ii"9aature phlloaopby an eYideaoe of 
bls utrustrated roman~lolam.• Cf. Text.a and Pretext■ (He• 
York: Harper Bros., 1933), PP• 61-68 for Hwuey•a comment 
on Wordawortb•a poetry. In a later connec~ion Huxley speak• 
of Word■wor~b•a experience of Reality la nature a■ aometbiag 
abort of oomple~e myst1o1sm; ct. Tbe Perennial PbiloaopbY 
(Hew York: Harper JU"oa., 1945), PP• 68-69, l?l-72. 

19. Do llbat You 11111 (N•• York: Dodbleday, Doran, & 
co., 1930)-;-pp. &?-96, 2Si-aa1. 

20. In Brief Candle■ (Hew York: Doubleday, Doran & co., 
1930),pp. 13, 239-41. 

. 
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A Christ.1•n Criticism of tba Early Huxley 

Uucb ot what ~uxley has said to this point is excellent 

law preaching. Hen and society have sought, for 11.l.timates ln 

fra udulent solll'oea ot value, la eecLllar education, in science 

a nd the myth of progress, in a qu•s1-rel1e iogs devotion to tbe 

arts, hoping to find in these the meaning, the purpose, the 

end of human lite. In repQdlating each ot these Huxley baa 

served not only as the mos t fasoinatiag spokesman ot a genera­

tion disillusioned by war and intellectual confusion bQt aa 

a prophet of 0111' time crying "vanity" as trucQlent.ly as aay 

preacher of religion. But bis easy dismissal of traa itioaal 

religion as a bringer of point and parpoae into bum.an lite · 

and hie call for a return to de-Christianized pagan v1taliam 

remain to be criticised by the Christian reader. 

Br1etly in this sect.ion we shall t.race Huxley·•s pessimism 

to its sogrce in an evolut1oa1at1c prem1ae, we shall let the 

philosopher c. E. M. Joad guide us 1n a d1aours1ve defence of 

reaso~ and valQe 1n the modern world, we shall expose •pagam.am• 

as a gl1tter\70rd of doubtful referent and v1tallsm as ca al\o­

sathar unobr1st1aa concept, and we shall auaseat that Huxlay•a 

preawnptlon of Cbr1ot1an1t1•• defuaot1on as the aource of meaa-

1as and va~ ue in buman life waa unconsidered and very premature. 

Bwcley•a early iruatrat.lon, apparent 1n tbe aeU-mocklns 

poems la Leda21aad 1a tbe early aoY.ela and eaaaya, la traceable 

21. ct. aote 8 1 page 9 above. 
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to the philosophy of evolution and the science baaed 11pon 1, 

which he feels ha ve done their gork so c11nn1ngly tnai noone 

can ,,holly reject their t.eacbingo, t.ho1.1gb none can f1 ad in 

them either the g11ide or the consolation whlcb he seeks. For 

Adam they have substituted the age, tor character the hormone, 

and for the ao~ the complex. Eag~rly Mr. Haaxley pret.enda t.o 
• 

intimations .of the godhead but sadly he is convinced that he 

is the descendent of the ape. From every flight of the soul 

this vorldview ha11ls him down, showing bim morality as rooted 

1n t.he stubborn st.upidity of custom and love in •the imbecile 

earnestness of 111st. 11 He is compelled to t.ake h1s oy;n soul 

into t.he laboratory where the Shearwaters of modern society 

will reveal by experiment the only things ~e can really balieva22 

but. these things will be fatally remo~ed from 011r neada. No 

morality, no esthetic, no religion can be founded oa them. 

Thoy tell us nothing ot what ge should do or what 1s worth do­

ing . They leave us possessed of souls in u soll.Lless world. 28 

. . 
The Christian reader is not seduced by such luxm-1ou• melan• · 

choly. He m11at know that, hogever attractive th1u fruatratioa 

22. Cf. note 12, P• 11 above. · 

23. It we return to psychology ~e are worse off than before 
because •Gall aad Uesmer have given place to Freud. Filippo 
Lippi once had a bump of art. He is now an iaceat11oua homosaxu­
al1at with a bent toward aaal-aro~ic1am. Fltty years hence what. 
will be the c11rren~ explanation of Filippo Lippi? somethios pro­
to11oder, something even more fundamental than faeces and 1ntaat1le 
incestuousness. ot that we may be certain. Sut what., precisely 
what, God alone knowa. How charming ia d1v1aa philoaopbyt• (Fro■ 
Those Barran Leaves) Cf. Joseph rood Kr11tch, •.Aldows H11X.ley.• 1n 
Aldows. H11Xley. sat.lr1at and Humanist O1ew York: DoubledaJ, Doran 
and Co., n.d.), pp. 54rt:--
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may be to the modern mind, it is radically 11ntrue. Gifted 

~ith divine revelation concerning hWDQn origin and dostinJ 

he does not stand, nor ever can stand, nith Huxley and the 

moderns between t,,.:o worlds, one a oimal a nd one sp1r1~, one 

dea d a11d one po,:,erlesa to be born. Besides i t.a st.at.us as 

theory and its retraction into numberless theories and beside -
ito i nability to demonstr~te a mechanism, wb1ch facts remain 

tr11e of the evol11t.1onist1c .t.haory of hwna n oriaias, t.he grand­

son of T. H. Huxley has made ab11ndantly clear once more tbe 

logical and psychological implications of the t.heory of evo­

l11t.ion in human life and society. The impasse and despair aad 

meaninglessness would all bet.rue if the premise \;&re t.r11e. 

But the Chr1st1an reader is liberated from all of that by the 

knowled a of his God-relatedness, of bis creat.ion, of bia frua­

tra1.1on and deat.h in sin., of his redampt.ion, of his ne111 life 

for God and wi t,h God a nd by t.he power of God-. There la a -
morality, there probably!!, anesthetic, and tbero !!_ a religion 

for bim and for all. men if by God's grace. anti 111·e. t.h,ey oan be 

brought to know and bolieve i, There la meaning, t.bere ia pur­

pose, there is value in aonsb1p t.o God t.broasb Christ.. There ia 
, 

~- kn0\7ledge or what we should do and what. la worth doins. There 

ls a place to ~r1ag our soale. 

c. E. H. Joad •in his Return l2, PhiloaopbY baa included 

t.wo bag.a polemics against, Aldo11e Hwcley and made his defenae ., 

of reason and value int.he modern world. 24 A■oag tbe 1acoa-

24~ London: Faber and Faber, liaS. Ct. PP• 73ff. 
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s1at.enc1es and logical d1tt1cult.ies in HWcl.ay•a dootr1nea 

he enumerates the obvious one inherent. int.he denial ot ab­

solute t.rut.h: 1t there is no such thi ng as trll'i,h t.hen 1 t. oaa­

not. bet.rue to say so a nd t.he argument.a against. absolu~e truth 

are no truer than the cont.re.ry argwnent.a in it.a tavor; he make■ 

clear that. having disavowed value HIDley proposes a direct Judg­

ment. ot .ll.!! as an absolute value and t.hat. all of Huxlay•a 41■-

gust for "lov,bro,"11am" and "lor,er values" la incongr1,1011s it all 

va lues ar e subjective and that. HLlxley baa revealed la a number 

of pieces his own hyper-sensitivity t.o the valaein mua1ci 25 

and finally he assert.a t.he t. Huxley•s crit.iolsm of phlloaophy 
. 

and practically every major philosopher on the ground t.bat. 

they oppose science and common aeoea la depleted by hia own 

r a~ioneli2ing met.hods to disprove phllosophyi by hla refusal 

t.o subject. science t,o t.be same cri t,iclam, and by t.he tact. that. 

common sense not.ions of r eality are a mass of dead mat.aphyaica 

in our time. 26 Joad conclude■ cont.end1DS for his 1iohe'a1a t.h~t, 

reason can reach objec,1ve t.rut.b, that the emancipat.1on of 
. 

reason from 1nst.1nct. and desire 1a a good and, be faala, t.be 

bope or t.be race. 
I ' - • 

25. Curiously; Joad raters t,o Hwclej as •the arch highbrow 
• • • more complete t.han any age baa yet prod11cad. • . Blaewhare 
be 1a accused of having •enriched t.ha mind and clea~sed t.he 
morala ot ~ar generation.• Illuatrat1va paaaagaa on ■uaic la 
Point Counter Point.: early in t,b~ book Lord Tant.amo11nt. abandon• 
iii.a ~abarat.ory and appears shamefacedly among hia a11aa~a drawn 
by Bach's suite in B Minor tor flute and st.rins ai Spandrell at. 
t.be and of t.be book, prior t.o bis a 111c1de, finds in Beatho'l'en•a 
A-Minor Quartet Opus 132 aa answer t.o the ridcDa ot t.be uniwaraa. 
See al~o t,be t.lt.la aaaay la Music~ Nigbt,. 

26. Tbla ·paragraph la unfair t.o both Joad aad HllXley. Act.ual.ly 
Huxley would not teal discredited by Joad•a argument.a. la b1a 
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Huxley's •vitallam• la subject t.o the stock orltloiau 

levelled against. that doctrine. He le guilty ot Mill's •plea■ure­

sood" fallacy, assuming that. 1111fa" is intrinsically good and 

qualitatively uniform. Actually 11liten is quantitively the same 

in a polyp and in a humaa .beias but. there ia obviously a qaall­

t a tive difference there; a smaller vitality ma~ be qua litatively 

superior; ot two lives equally vital one may be superior. Her­

mann Goering was excessively alive. •Lite• produced the lnqUS.­

s1tion, negro-lynch1ng, slave trade. The good cannot be equated 

nit.b the vital. The Christian, a s a matter of fact, baa learned 

t.o e q11a te wh · t. Huxley calls the vit.al with death, the •tleah," 

"self'," •concupiscence,• "sin." Huxley himself makes much ado 

over his thesis tha t Christ.i anlty is f ·undameot.ally ant,1-T1t,al 1 

tha t together with the Platonist.a and the Stoica it baa sold out, 

the human race so far aa valuable vit al livins above and below 

the belt is concerned. He calla tor a return t.o the ap1r1t. ot 

the Renaissance or better et{ll tot.be Greek ideal. Th• art. ot 

lite tor the Greeks, according t,q Huxley a~d ot.her moderns who 

glamorize the paga ns, consisted in giving every god b1a due. 

essay tit.led •one and Many" ha ackoowledgaa, •I a.a. aeauaioa it. 
1• an aot. of tait.b that more aJ.)d int,enaer lite ia preferable t.o 
leas and teeb~er lite;N but makes the idolat.ry obvious, too, •aod, 
tor our hwnan purposea,ia simply Lite.• some ot his beat. line■ 
romain t.hose against the loobroffa and signal aucclactly bow the 
vulgar and base muet appear to the detached and seoa1t.1va int.ell1-
genca in the modern world. He submit.a tot.be exact. aoienoea be­
cause t.hey · •do aot. prescribe to reality but ooly record it,,• and 
to common sense only as a corollary t.o bis repudiation of reason 
(• Ybat. lat.he final, the t.heological reason for t.ba ar-■ being 
graen and the auntlowera yello•t•). Recall, too, Hwcley•a re­
pudiation of apJlied acienoe. Allot t.bia ·may be at,t.rlbat.ed t,o 
bis last. dit,cbeaperate effort to find Talua on t,be human leTel 
1n vit,aliam:•Tbo beat. answers are those which permit t.he answerer 
t.o live mQst fully.• 
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Tbeae dues were various. D1onys1us• due was very dittaren\ 

bat. no less b1nd1ng than the debt owed to A!pllos. Ho sod 

must be cheated and none overpaid. 

The con~ept of pagan v1tal1em baa acqui~ed its alamor 

only 1n modern t1mea and then ch1etly for t.hoae who choose t.o 

mi s understend it. ~ctually Greek lite was not 1ns~inctlva: 

Arlst.ot.le' s ethic, ·re 1u1rlng the fullest development of man• 

hood, we.e very rational; Plato!s horses plo"Ding in different 

dir t1ct.lons required a charioteer,--raason was to guide the 

various impulses ot life. But. beside a possible m1a1nterpra~ . 

t a~ion of pagan1am .Hwcley has vary definitely misinterpreted 

Chrlstlanlty whose function ls not to kill l\fa but to create 

1t. If 1t were the Greek goda .we wora~lp we should be compelled 

to inquire of Huxley whether Athena is not a goddesa too • . 
But we do. not worsh1p" t.hese. It. 1s the Ood .ot Lite we worship 

. 
apnrt from whom t.11ere· .1s .no l -1fe:,but;. only truat.rat.1on and death. 

I • • . , 
In Him alone is there .tultti11u~n~ .?f ~alt and the golag tortb 

into ihe farthest reaches .of human existence. The Christian 

reader uill recognize ~n Huxle3•a doctrine ot the aqu111bri1111 
I • 

ot balanced excesaea ~ dangeroua ~uman1a■• He •111 perhaps be 

lad Lo wonder too why Chr1st.1aa people, preauma~ly the only 

live things on God's ear.th, ha~e not appeared more vital to 

t.~e pagan eye. 

fthlch brinaa aa, perhapa; -to the baaio grleTanae the 

Cbrlst.iara reader wlll bear t.o ur. Huxley•• early wril.lna•• ·· 

Throughout la h1a orltlc1am of vaiueleaa aoalet1 Buley Juul 

... 



blandly as&umed the 1nab1lit.y of any traditional form ot re­

l ,1g1on to supply .meaning and value 1'or life in modern timea. 

He bemoans the passage of traditional standards but he is quite 

aul_'e t.hat. they have passed; Chr1st1an1t.y S.a only one more dried­

up sourc;e of value • . '!'.his 1s altogether uncritical and presump­

tuous of Mr. Hwcley. And there are passages in Huxley which 

require a marginal que~t1on mark tor precisely this reason. 

One such instance of Hwcley•s tacit. presumption ot Cbrist.ianit.y•a 

defunct.ion. ls c~ted ~y Mary Bu~ts in an art1ola entitled •Tbe 

Heresy Game:• 1n. Hux:,.,y•a antholugy Text.a~ Pretext.a be qaotaa 
. 

a piece by George Herbert and in his. comment glibly presumes 

the non-existence of, the ~hr1st1an "Lo~d• and posits tbe aas~r­

t.ion that Herbert, aware of this ~aQt, refers oaly to "the goda 

~itbin.M
27 

This paesa~e and a t~ousand like 1~ tag Hu.xiay aa 

one of many in modern li·terature ,w.hQ recognt,ze ~he p~1ntal im­

passe of contemporary godlees . socloty but .who are acandal1aed . . ""' . 

at t.he thought ot a _ret.ara to trc.dlt.lcnal Cbr1stiaa1ty •h1ch baa 

provided a degree of ethical and ldeoJ9g1oal ualt.y tor aociat.y 

in t.he _past. and given p_oint. and purpose to count.lass bam·an live■ 

in all ages • . Baad~og Huxley. the Chrjstlan muai assert. bot.b 

academically and trpm convi.ctlpn tba.t. _be has begged one f'11nda­

m.eot.al qu,sti.on here, that. whereas he has preache·d t.be law t.o 

contemporary society with an astoaiabing degree of' aeverit.7. 

be bas no ealva:t.ion to otter. leaat. of •11 lg bis early ■us-
• I 

27. er; Text.a aod Prat.ext.a (New York: Harper ·sroe., 1933). 
PP• 89-90. Kary B~tta• article in the spectator, CLVlll · (1937), 
466-67. 



seat.ion of f1nd1ng freedom and expression oa t.be uatrict.ly b•aa 

1a,el,.11 int.he Lar1renc1an 1101111. of t.he primit.ive, " in a div1ni'l.y 

of the abdomen, ln subordinat.lns intellect. to the inclination■ 

ot an altogether unregenera te sola r plexus. 

Noono ~nows this today be~ter than Aldous Huxley blmselt. 

In the books which followed Brave New world and the volwaaa ot . -
essays in the· early 1 30's Hwcley turned on himself corapl&taly, 

. • 

t wi s ting the knife ~here it hurt t.be moat, ins1s~ing vehemently 

tha t there is no value on the •strictly human level of tim• and 
. 28 

craving," that "t.he strictly huma n level is t.he li;1vel of ev11.u 

It i s one of the raost. surpri&ing and s1gaif1cant. occu.nencea la 

con·t.empor pry 11terat.11re a nd one from r1h1qh the modern bookreadlaa 

public hae no t fully recovered. Aldous Huxley, the complete 

n1 h111Et, \urning his. ba~k _suddellly upon ant1-rat1oaal ·ana anti­

spiritua l vitaltsm to point. men and soc1ety · to value and ·redemp­

tion on the suprahwn~a level o~ what ha cona14ers the moat tradl-
. 

tional rel1g1on--myatlclsml Bu~ that ls ·anotber story aad ·\ba 

Christi an reader will have quite another complex ot 1deaa to 

consider. For many tbe early Huxley remains the· moat faac1aat1ag. 

It 1s this Huxley tbat remains one .of · the most incisive sp9kaemaa 
.. 

tor the twentieth ceat.ury 11lost generatJoa. • BY t.be Christian · 

who reads these novels and essays intelligently t.ba young HIIXl•J 

•11~ be remembered as a law preacher axtraord1na1ra. an 1nt~llao-
. 

tual w1tb a prophetic scorn for the sordidness ot earth, but•• 

a llteraJ"y .youngater wbo was very far, _tqo, from knoalag t.11• • a, 

. ·' 
28. Ct. fttar ~ a saammer Dies the swan (New York: Harper 

Bros., 1939, pp.~,-172-73. -


